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profited as a guest. and I am .half ashamed to say 

how sumptuously I fared. But the poor ryot was, 

in f~t. my host-;-n,ot. the other-for it was he 
\Whose labour fed me: though he did not share the 
meal. 

I say, a traveller cannot fail to be impressed, 

and, if he have any powers of reflection, dic;agrt'e­
ably so,. with this profusion. There is surely no 
country in the world where in the mids~ of such 

starvation there is so much waste; certainly none 
• 

where the expense of it all i'l borne so wholly and 
directly by the poot-. I wonder whether any ~ne 
has calculated the nwnber of miles of macada­
mized ro~d in the variou~ Anglo-Indian canton­

ments, not a yard of which has ever served any 

purpose beyond that of eT}abling the officers' wives 
to pay ea9h other visits it; their carriages? I 

• wonder whether anyone has calculated the 
numbers of ab'lQlutely useless crock towers and 
G.,thic memorials erected by Sir Richard Temples 
to Sir"Bartle Freres, and Sir Bartle Freres to Sir 
Richari< Temples in the various Presidencies? I .. . 
~\\onder wh(;!th&r allY one has calculated how many 

hogsheads of champagne 'the water-drinking ryot 
has paid for in the last half-.century as an un­

accounted item of his. yearly bu4get? These 
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things strike the imagination of the traveller . 
• 

They do not strike the resident in India. They 
are not arguments, but impressions; and Y,t;t they . ~ 

mean something. \ 

If, however, the 'tjot must mai.ltain the luxury 
of his English administrators before his own wants 

can be supplied, so, too, must he maintain the 
English trader to the ruin of his own trade. I am 

repeating native arguments when I cOITlvlain that 
the nece~sity of considering the advantage of 

Manchester capitalists stands ~edously in the way 

of an honest framer of the Jndian Budget, and 
• 

that, whereas the Finance Mini"ter of every 

English colony is at l\berty to raise money by 
import duties and generally does so, the Indian 
Minister is p.recluded from that ~ource of revenue, 

I have a,rgued the matter .of Free Irddc out with 

the native economists, and they seem to me 

perfectly to U!lderstand it. They know that as 

applied to England, a manufacturing cOI,mtry 
which imports its food, Free 'Jrade is considered 
a necessity of financial life. But they geny that 
the doctrine applies with equal cogency to )India. 
India, they say, is a produce-exporting country like 
the United States or the Av,str,alian colonies. It 

imports no single f1rticl~ of prime necessity, iron 
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and coal perhaps excepted, and th~ f,otloll ana . ' 
other m",nufactured goods COnsumed there .re 
luxuri'Z only used by the rich, and' especially by 
the Europeans. It is'ccertain that no l'yot ,in all 

India wears any cotton clothing of foreign make, 

or has his means of existence made one wit 
cheaper for him by Free Trade. Import duties, 

then, would tax the rich only, and the rich in , . 
India are hardly taxed at all. Y,et, because ¥r~e 

Trade is of advantage to England, India mm,t 

forego her own advantage. This, the natives say, 

may be a political necessity, but it is not ruling 

India financially for India's good. I confess I ():o 

not see where the flaw in their argument lie~ 

They say. moreover, that Free Trade in manu­

factured goods has destroyed the native jndustries 
and given nothing in their stead, When the hand­

loonlls a hundred years ago were ruined in the 

English counties, the rural population migrated 
to the towns and found 'work in the great factories. 

But in India this has hardly at all happened. The 

ryot who used to weave is left without labour , 
of any sort during his spare time, for distances are 

great and there is little demand for labour in the 
towns, and he remains of necessity idle, so that , 
it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that a present 



INCOME TA~. 33 

of his laQo\lr haS been made by Anglo-Indian . . 
(inance to his English rivaL The doctrine of 

a<kantage from buying in the cheapest myket 

does not help him, for he tJl\yS nothing cheaper; 

and if the 'English manufacturer sha'tes the advan­

tage with anyone in India, it is with the town 

consumer, not with the ryot. Every native econo­

mist, therefore, whom I have spoken with on the 

subject, would impose import duties on· manu­

factured articles except machinery. Thus, they 

say, a tax woul<i be levied upon the rich; and 

if it acted as a protection and stimulus to home 

manufllct-ories, why, so much the better. With 

protection, factories could be established in the . 
Indian country towns in which the surplus labour 

of the rY,ot would find employment, and so the 

injury done him be in part redressed. If this 

doctrirte is unsound, I shall be glad to he .. r in 

what manner; flk at present it seems to me' to 

h~ve'not a litfle reason. 

I was surprised to find, in an assemblage mainly 

of rich men, that most of those who composed the . 
Bombay meeting already alluded to were in fa.aur 

of some form of income tax. Not that they alto­

gether denied its general unpopularity, but from 
* the necessity they re':ognized of taxing wealth. 

D 
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They said that in one $hape pr other incomes had 

always till recently been taxed in India, and that, 

thowh there were great difficulties in t'1e way 
~ J 

of collecting any sor. 'of income tax fairly, it had 

always been dccepted. The present licence tax, 

they assured me, was much more hateful and far 

less profitable than any true tax on income, and 

seemed framed all purpose to distribute its pre"sure 
most ~nfairly. It seemed hardly credible, but 

according to present regulations the keeper of a 

small shop in the native quarter was taxed as 

highly for his trade as the richest English ba~ker 

on 'Change; all the charge upon the latter's 

income, though he might deal in millions, being 

twenty pounds per annum in the form of a trade 

licence. The present syi>tem wa<;, in fact, only 

another advantage given by the framer" of Indian 

bud&<:ts to English trade; and they assured me 

that the people who really prLvented a proper 

income tax from being imposed in India were not 

the native tradesmen, but the English officials 

whose ,salaries would be directly touched by it. 

If K were possible to levy import duties and a tax 

on incomes, the agricultural poor might be relieved, 

but hardly in any other way. I offer these sugges­

tions for what they may be considert:d worth. 
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The prime measur~, however, of agricultural 

reform, on which all native India seems agreed, 

is the granting of a permanent revenue settleo;ent 
• to every province, such as wa!; ninety years ago 

granted to Bengal, and limiting ther"eby the pre­

posterous claim of the G0vernment to all ownership 

in land. This right of State ownership has worked 

everywhere, or nearly everywhere, its full natural 
• result of impoverishment and disaffection; and 

Bengal, which has been exempted from its action, 

has alone remaineti prosperous. I do not propose 

to argue out thIS great question here. But I intend 

to return to it on a future occasion; and it w1l1 be 

sufficient for me now to say, that the value placed 

by native opinIOn on a fixed revenue settlement 

I'> the cause of the strong agitation actually in 

progress against the Bengal Rent Bill. This 

measure, in spite of Lord Ripon's imm~se 

popularity, is decidtdly unpopular, and native poli­

ticians see in it a first blow struck at the prosperity 

of the only province which has hitherto escaped 

the universal drain of wealth into the Imperial 

coffers; nor am I without reason to believe tlfat 

so it was intended, not by Lord Ripon, but by 

some of his advisers. At present, however, I only 

~tate the fact that a permanent settlement of 
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the land revenue is urgently demanded by all 

India.-

~o sum up, Indian economists are in favour, 

first, of import dutte~ on manufactured goods such 

as are imposed in Australia and other colonies; 

secondly, of a shifting of the financial burden as 

far as possible from the agricultural poor to the 

com~ercial rich; and thirdly, of a renunciation by 

the Government of its indefinite claims upon the 

land. These views will probabiy be considered 

preposterous in England, where'we have cut-and­

dried principles of economy in contradiction to 

them. But it i, certain that all native opinion is 

against us, and that our present system is bringing­

India very near to ruin. Surely, there must be 

something wrong in a state of things which has pro­

duced the spectacle of a Government, after having 

abi0rbed to it5elf the whole land rent of a country, 

"till finding ibelf constantly 'in financial shifts. 

The Government of India, as landlo.-d, doe,> 

practically nothing for the land. All is squandered 

and ~pent on other things; and the people who 

tilt the soil are yearly becotbing poorer and mNe , 

II It wa" I behcH, a maxIm of Sir John Stradley's that, in the 
mlere,t, of Fmance, the Bengal Settlement must by hook ur lly 
cro',k be e~cmded. 
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hopeless. This I call ,the agricultural danger, and 

if it is not one I again ask where the flaw in my 

reasoning lies. At least it is a reasoning hel1 by 
• 

ninety-nine out of every huntlred educated and 

mtelligent Indians. 



CHAPTER II. 

hACE HATRED 

"I hate !urn, Slr, for hlS skm " 

IF agricultural distress is the major premiss of 
revolution in India, the growth of'political education 

in the towns is its minor-political education, that 

is, unaccompanied by any corresponding growth of 

political power. 

With all my belief in Asiatic progress, I confes,> 

that before my recent visit to India I was not pre­
pared to find this latter at all so far advanced as 

in {act it is; and from first to last I remained 

astonished at the high level at ~hich native intelli­

gence in political science already stand!::. I had 

judged it till then by such scraps of Indian news­

papel'.criticism as I had come across, quoted not 

i>elUom by English writers in a hostile sense, and I 

had judged it wrongly. The newspapers of India, 

at least those edited in English, are ~ther on a 

par with our own, nor do they bear an eq~l relation 
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to the mental POWafS of those whose views they 

expound. I mean that, whereas in England an 

article in the Tz'mes or in 0Ile of the leading -naga­

zines, on a given subject, is, ts a rule, intellectually 

superior to the speeches statesmen- are delivering 

on the same subject, in India the oral arguments 

are always the best. Nor is it too much to say that 

for conversation of a political character tpere are 

few races in the world which can equal those of 

India, or that it would be difficult from our own , 
House of Commons to choose men capable of 

sustaining a succes<;ful argument with the best 

educated Indians on any of the !:>ubjects specially 

interesting to them. I was throughout struck by 

this. The n(ltive mind is quick, lucid, and, it 

seemed to me, also eminently judicial; and I found 

it distinguished by the absence of all such pas!:>ion­

ate exaggeration as I had been led to lxpect. 

Though in som~ of the public speeches I heard 

made at Calcutta the flowers of rhetoric were 

certainly not wanting, I did not find anything but 

what was substantial in the arguments usad, and I 

was repeatedly cor.scious of being tempted myself 

to use stronger language than any which even at 

private ateetings was indulged in by the speakers. 

It seemed to me that a great deal more might have 
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been said w~thout violating the truth, that evils 

were often minimized, advantages dwelt on, and 

that there was a general disposition to understate 

rather than exaggerate matters in discussion. 

Often in conversation I have been on the point 

of protesting against the too naive confidEnce of 

men known as demagogues in the good faith of 

English, political action, against their implIcit trust 

in the virtue of reason and a ju~t cause, and their 

belief that, when they ::.houlc have proved their 

griefs to be \\-ell founded relief, would thereupon be 

given. They seemed intentionally to ignore the 

selfishness and indifference of party statc~manshjp 

in England with regard to India; and to be only 

too willing, in spite of political deceptions, still to 

bf' deceived. 

It is indeed remarkable that, considering how 

much real ground of complaint there is against the 

present state of things, how just and deep are the 

causes of personal resentment ~tirring thL minds 

of men, how galling to them are the everyday 

incident!!' of being ruled by an alien race, and how 

little' prospect there is of any speedy change, thl:'l e 

should be so few agitators of Indian opinion who 

speak even in secret of any real rupture with 

England as a thing to be desired. 1 hardly met 
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with one on my travels seriously so ~inded; and 

all seemed vividly to remember the evils 'If their 

past history, and to see i,n them a warning of 

possible dangers in the future and a reason for 

caution in their words and actions. This, I say, 

was remarkable, and to one who, like myself, was 

seeking the germs of self-governing power in India, 

presented it.,elf as a very hopeful sign.) Froth, 

fury, and passionate denunciation I found littlt: of 

in India. Of logical argument I found much, and 

of that rea<;oning from facts which is the best of all 

reasoning, and which in politics goes by the name 

of common sense. 

While, however, I observed and am able to 

testify to the extreme moderation of what may be 

called the responsible leaders of native opinion in 

their purely political views, I could not fali in my 

intercourse with the educated of all class~s to 
~ 

become aware of the ever-widening gulf of personal 

dislike which separates these from the individual 

Englishmen who rule them. The question of race 

hatred in India is a very delicate one to apft-oach ; 

and I am conscious of accepting no little respo)nsi­

bility in venturing to tredt of it at all; and' if I 

h1.Ve resolved to attempt it, it l~ that I consider it 

would be affectation in a \\'riter on India to pass 
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over so marked and growingoa feature of modern 

Indian society, and that there are cases where the 

truth at any risk shO\~ld be told, and where facts, 

however painful and <humiliating, are better stated , 
in their nakedness, while they can still be !:.tated 

calmly, than left to disclose themselves in 50me 

violent form at a day when calm judgment shall 

have become impossible. 

It is my distinct impressiof', from all that I have 

seen and heard, that the ill-feeIin? now exi'lting in 

India between the English there and the indigpnous 

race') is one which, if it be not allayed by a more 

generous treatment, will in a few years make the 
continued connection between England and India 

altogether impossible, and that a final rupture of 

friendly relations will ensue between the two 
countries, which will be an incalculable mIsfortune 

( 

for both. and may possibly be marked by scenes 
~ 

of violence, such as nothing in the past history of 

either will have equalled. We have seen within 
our own recollection a completE' obliteration of 

kindly-feelings in Ireland, brought about originally 
t 

by injustice, later by want of understanding. 

We are seeing the same thing repeated through 

the same causes to-day in Egypt. And to-morrow 

we may well find the case of India equally hopc-
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less. I do not believe it to be already so; but the 

injustice is there, and the people are beginning to 

be awake and to resent the,stupidity of those who, 

representing England in India, wantonly affront 

them; and unless the English p~blic at home, 

with whom as yet the Indian races have n6 

quarrel, becomes awake too to the danger of its 

own indifference, the same irreparable res~lts of a 

general race hatred will follow. Only it shoultl bp. 

remembered that, whereas Ireland and Egypt are 

countries comparatively insignificant in extent and 
population, and for that reason easily overawed by 

force, India is a vast continent peopled by races 
ten times more numerous than ourselves, and that 

the con"ulsion when it comes will be on a scale 
altogether out of proportion to our experience, and 
so the more alarming. Let India once be united, 

as Ireland and Egypt are, in a common sentiment 

of hatred for all \hat is English, and our rule there 

will t"pso facto cease. Let it once finally despair of 

English justice, and English force wiII be power­

less to hold it in subjection. The huge na'ammal, 
• India's symbol, is a docile beast, and may be 

ridden by a child. He is sensible, temperate, and 

easily attached. But ill-treatme-ot he will not bear 

for ever, and when he is angered in earnest, his 
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vast bulk alone makes him dangerous, and puts 

it beyond the strength of the strongest to guide 

him or control. • The account givt>rf me by the oldest anG best 

informed of my· native acquaintance (and I am not 

talking hereof Bengali demagogues, but of men hold­

ing, it may be, or who have held high office under 

Government, and are deservedly trusted by it) 
• 

of the gradual estrangement wluch has come about 

within their recollection between themselves and 

the English in India, is most inst'ructive. In the 

days, they say, of their youth, thirty and forty 

years ago, though there were always among the 

Company's officers men who from their abu~e of 

power were disliked and ju'>tly feared, the general 

feeling of the natives towards the English civilian 

wa~ one of respect and even of affectIOn. The 

India~ character b affectionate, enthusiastic, and 

inclined to hero-wor~hip; and the'Englbh in early 

days, from their '>uperior knowledge and strength 

of character, exercl~ed no little fascination on the 

native ·g:lind. Nearly all of the older men talk 

with· reverence and esteem of certain teachers wh(l 

instructed them in youth, and of certain early 

patrons to whom they owed their success in 

after life; and they willingly acknowledge the 
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influence exercised over themselves and their gene­

ration by such individual example. The English 

official of that day, they affirm, had more power 
J 

than now, but he exercised it with a greater sense 

of responsibility, and so of honour, in its discharge. 

He took pains to know lhe people; and in fact he 

knew them well. Except in the very highest ranks 

of the service he was readily accessible. He lived 

to a great extent among the people, and according 

to the customs of the people. He did not disdain 

to make friends' with those of the better class, and 

occasionally he married among them, or at least 

contracted semi-matrimonial relations with the 

women of the land. This may have had its ill 

COl1sP'luences in other ways, but it broke down the 

hedge of caste prejudice between East and West, 

and gave the official a personal interest in the 

people, which no mere sense of duty, howev~r ele­

vated, could supply. The Englishman of that day 

looked upon India not unfrequently as his second 

home, and, taking the evil with the good, treated it 

as such. England could only be reachecl : by the 

Cape route. Travelling was tedious and expe~sive, 
the mails few and far between; and many a retired 

officer had at the end of his <;ervice become so 

wedded to the land of his adoption, that he- ended 
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hi~ days in it in preference to .embarking on a new 

expatriation. It is easy to understand from this 

that the Anglo-Indian official of the Company's 
• days loved India irr a way no Queen's Dfficial 

dreams of doiAg now. Also that, loving it, he 

served it better than now; and was better loved 

in return. 

Stea~ communication, however, with England 
and the increased facility given by it of maintain­

ing home associations, had, even before the death 

of the Company, begun to effect ~ change in the 

way of living of its officers, a change which the 

Mutiny of 1857 accentuated and finally made com­

plete. Gradually, as a vi"it to England became 

easi?" leave' was more frequently applied for; and 

the officer, re'turned from furlough, brought back 

with him a '~enewed stock of Western prejudices. 

'He nt longer considered himself cut off from the 

political life of his own country, ~r occupied him­

self so exclusively with the politics of India; and 

he came to look forward to other ways of distinc­

tion th~n those the Indian service offered him. 

Lastly, the Mutiny itself, with the bitter memories 

it left behind, put an end to the contracting by 

Englishmen of native habits and native ties. With 

the introduction of railways, quick posts, and te1e-
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graphic 1I\essages, En.,glishwomen ceased to dread 

India as a field of marriage; and every official now 

dreamed of making an Ellglish home for himself 

in the station where he li~cd. Thus he cared 

yearly more and more for English news and 

English interests, and less and less for those of 

India. 
I shall no doubt incur anger by saying it, but it 

is a fdct that the Englishwoman in India during 

the last thirty years has been the cause of half 

the bitter feeling<: there between race and race. It 
was her presence at Cawnpore and Lucknow that 

pointed the sword of revenge after the Mutiny, and 

it is her constantly increasing influence,. ROW that 

widpns the gulf of ill-feeling and makes amaF~ama­

tion daily more impossible. I have over and ag~in 
noticed this. The English collector, or the EI1g1~sh 

doctor, or the English judge may have the I best 

will in the world co meet their Indian neighbours 

and official subordinates on equal terms. Their 

wives will hear of nothing of the sort, and the 

result is a meaningless interchange of cold ci~rilities. 

Nothing in the world can be m )re dreary tban 

the mixed assemblies of the Indian, natives and 

their Anglo-Indian patrons-inverted Barmecide 

feasts, where everything is unreal but the meats 
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and drinks, and all the res! is ill-concealed djs~ 

trust. I have more than once,.assisted ~t them, 

and always with a p,.ainful feeling. The English 
host seems constantly to be saying, "I like t6 see 

you at my table becaus'e I am an English g("Iltle~ 

man and wish all there to feel themselves at home. 

But I hope to God you will be cart.ful in what 

you say, and take no liberties." The uneasy guest, 

though not with his lips, replies, "I am here 

because It is wise to stand well with those in 

power, but I know that your ladks look upon me 

as something of a wild beast, and you yourself \ 

perhaps grow a little brutal after your third glass 

of sherry." 

I could relate more than one tale in illustration 

of this, but I dQ not wish needlessly to embitter 

so painful a feature of the case. It I'> sufficient 

to s~y regarding it that the Englishwomen of 

India lock upon the land of thei~exile unaffectedly 

as a house of bondage, on its inhabitants as outside 

the pale of their humanity, and on the day of their 

deparli!'re as the only star of hope on their horizon. 
Th~ feeling may be a natural and an unavoidable 

one, for it is probable that race prejudices Me 

more deeply rooted everywhere in women than in 

men, but I affirm that it is most unfortunate, and 
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under the circumstances of growing education in 

the' COUfttry, a ver? great and increasing danger. 
The. excuse comm('n.ly made by the Anglo­

Indians for the lack of social~ cordiality between 
themselves and well-to-do natives is that the caste 
regulations of the latter .bar real intercourse. A 

man who will neither eat with you nor drink with 
you, it is said, nor admit you to his own wife'.; 
society, cannot be really intimate in your house. 
But I confess I cannot see the force of that argu­
ment. In my own case I certainly did not find 
that caste prejudices prevented my forming the 
most agreeJ.ble rel .. tions with a number of Indian 
gentlemen, Brahmin<> of high caste, and Moham­
medans, as well as Parsis and native Christians, 
nO,r did I find any who did not seem quite willing 
to treat me on an equal footing. I fflund no 
difference of any insurmountable kind between 
their ideas a;;c my own; not more, indeed, than 

would have been the case had they been Spaniards 
or Italians. The fact of their not breaking bread 
with me, I am sure, r.onstituted no kind of QPstacle 
to our kindly relations. 

On the other hand, it is obvious that, as regards 
the native Christians at least, the rule cannot apply. 
These have no caste prejudices, yet they are just 

E 
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as much excluded from the pale of' English society 

as the rest. I remember meeting a gentleman of 

high position and large krtune in the Madras 

Presidency, who a~ a young man had been an 
enthusiastic admirer of everything English. He 

was by birth a BrahmiQ of the strictest sect, and 

had violated all the rules of his caste when he 
had insisted on going, at the age of twenty, to finish 
his education in Europe. He had even gone so 

far as to forsake his own creed there and join the 

Church of England, and on hIs return to India 
he had married a Christian lady, and was now 
living with her according to English custom, as 

an Englishman in an English house. Of course 

he had had much to suffer by breaking with 

the beliefs and customs of his ancestors, and his 
position with his own people had become a 

difficult one, though he seemed to be still on 

good terms with them, and I am .,far from saying 

that I consider him to have acted wisely. But 

the peculiarity of the case was this, that, though 

he hal} spared no pains to make friendly advances 
to the English of the cantonment where he lived, 

he had never succeeded in being admitted at all. 

into their society, or in being in any kind of way 

accepted as a person with whom they could 
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associate. He was. a man of large fortune, a 

member of the town council, a scholar of very 
considerable mental attainmjnts, and a gentleman 

of blameles<; character. Yet he was as distinctly 
a pariah with the Christian English, ~hose customs 

he observed, as he had become with the olde<;t­

fashioned of the Hindoo relations he had left. I 
think, though he did not tell me so, that in his 

heart he regretted his change of creed, and he was 

certainly among the bitterest enemies I met of the 

present sy'item of Anglo-Indian rule. 
It will hardly be credited in England, but In this 

present year of grace, 1884, no hotel-keeper in India 

dares receive a native guest into his house, not 

on account of any ill-will of his own, but through 

fear of losing his custom. \Vhen I was at Bombay 
in the winter I was treated with the greatest kind­

ness and attention by various members or the 
native community, and by none more so than by 
Mohammed Ali Rogay, the leading Mohammedan 

of the city. He had travelled in Europe, dressed in 
European dress, and had even so far adopted our 

manners as to subscribe to all the public charities 
and to drive a four-in-hand. Yet, happening one 
day to ask him to dine with me at my hotel, it was 

explained to me that this could not be, at ledst 
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not in the public room, "left the English guests 

should take offence and leave the house." 

In Bengal and Nqrthern India things are still 
worse, and I think it is not too much to say that 
no native ge'htleman, whatever his rank, age, or 
<:haracter may be, can visit a place of public 

resort frequented by Engli!>hmen, especially if he 
be in native dress, without a certain risk of insult 

and rough treatment. Railway travelling is noto­
riously dangerouc; for them in this rec;pect, and 
nearly all my native acquaintances had tales to 
tell of abuse from English fellow-passengers, and 
of having been turned out of their places by the 
guards to accommodate these, and now and 
then of having been personally ill-treated and 
knocked about Men of high position, there­
fore, or self-respect, are obliged, either to secure 
befo~ehand special compartments for their use, 
or to travel third class. ihe ~econd class they 
are especially afraid of. I should not make 
this statement unless I had received it from 
unimpeachable sources. But I have been assured .. .of 1tS truth among others by two members of the 
Supreme Legislative Council at Calcutta, who 
separately narrated to me their experiences. I 
know also that one of the principal reasons with 
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certain of the leadini natiyes of the Presidency 

towns who have adopted the European dress has 

been to escape thereby from chance ill-usage . 
• 

A painful incident of this liability to insult 

occurred last winter in my presen~e, which, as 

ocular evidence is always best, I will relate. I had 

been staying at Patna with the principal Moham­

medan nobleman of the city, the Nawab Villayet 

Ali Khan, a man of somewhat advanced age, and 

of de')ervedly high repute, not only with his fellow­
citizens, but with·our Government, who had made 

him a Companion of the Star of India for his 

services. On my departure by the morning train 
on the 7th January last, he and some thirty more 
of the leading inhabitants of Patna accompanied 

me to the station, and after I had entered the rail­

way carriage remained standing on the platf0rm, 

as orderly and respectable a group of citize~s as 

need be seen. T!J.ere was neither obstruction, nor 

noise, nor crowding. But the presence of " natives" 

on the platform became suddenly distasteful to an 
English passenger in the adjoining compar.tment. 

Thrusting his head out of window he begarf to 

abuse them and bid them be off, and when they did 

not move struck at them with his stick~ and 

threatened the old Nawab especially with it if he 
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came within his reach. I shall never forget the 

astonishment of the man when I interfered, or hie; 

indignation at my veqturing to call him to account. 

It was his affair, not mine. Who was I that I 

should interpose myself between an Englishman 
and his natural right? Nor wa ... it till, with great 

---~ difficulty, I had prow red the aid of the police, that 

he seemed to consider himself other than the 
aggrieved person. No\~ I can affirm that there 

was absolutely no reason for his conduct. He wa!! 

a middle-aged man of respectabie appearance-a 
<;urgeon-major, as it turned out, in command of a 

district in the Punjab; he was travelling with his 
wife; it was in the morning, when ideas are 

calmest, and he was otherwise without excuse for 
excitement. In fact, it was a plain, unmistakable 
act of class arrogance, such as it has never been my 
lot to witne'5s in any other Eastern countty that I 
have yet visited. Moreover, It \\fas evident to me 

that it '\Vas no unusual occurrence. The railway 

officials and the police treated it a!:. a matter of 
small eimportance, did their best to screen the 

• offender, and declared themselves incompetent to 
do more than register my complaint. On the other 

hand, the Nawab and his friends confessed with 

shame that, though they were ip~ulted, they were 
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not surprised. It had happened to all of them too 
• 

often before for them even to feel any sptciol anger. 

"We certainly feel insulted," writes one of them 

to me a day or two later, "but are powerless to 

take any action on it. We are used-to such treat­

ment from almost every Anglo-Indian." 
"We account for his conduct," says another, "by 

supposing that he thought us (the natives) to be 

/nothing less than brutes and wild creatures;" while 

la third remarks:-
. "From this you will see how our ruling race 

, treats us with scorn and contempt. Had we been 
I 
. in English dress, then we would not, perhaps, have 

been so much hated." 

" I beg to assure you, writes a fourth, "that the 
incident was not" (an only)" one of its kind, but 
such treatment is becoming general. '1 hl! alarm 

and dread with which the Anglo-Indial's arc 

regarded cannottbe described. Alas! we are hated 
for no other reason but because we have a dark 

colour; because we put on a national dress; and 
because we are a conquered race." . 

"Allow me to say that it will be difficult for 
England to hold India long if such a state of feel­

ing is allowed to progress withoct any check." 
And so on through a mass of letters. I have 
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hope nowJlo however, that the Government, before 

whom I laid this case, is takin'g it up. The Nawab 

has lodged a formal complaint with the Collector; 

Lord Ripon has promised that it shall not be 
allowed to drop; and my only fear is that, through 
the procrastination with which all inconvenient 

complaints are met in India by the subordinate 

officials, the apology due to the offended gentlemen 

will be deferred so long that it:. effect will have 
been in great measure lost II< 

Another cause of the bad re1atlOns in modern 

times between the IndIan:. and their English 
masters has been explained to me to be this;­
Under the East Indla Company the official hier­

archy, being the sel vant of a commercial corpora­

tion, were mainly recruited from certain :families 

dlready connected by ties of service with India, 

and it.lbucd With tradltlOns of rule which, though 

far from liberal, were yet on the V/:1ole honourable 
to those who held them, and not antagonistic to 
native sympathies. The officer of the Company 

looked upon himself as the protector of native . 
.. lfte 'lpology was made, a lame one enough and rather tardy; 

but as Mr l'nmrobe. Lord RIpon's private becretan, remad~: In 

Ius letter of Augu,t 29. 1884, forwardIng me a <..Upy of It, "Tl.e 
mere fact of a European addre.,sIng a formal apology to a nat!,e 
gentleman IS worth somethIng." 
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India against all cOIVers, his own counfrymen as 
well as others; and it was generally found that, 
where European planting and native interests 

• 
clashed, the Collector or magistrate was inclined to 
favour the latter rather than the tbrmer in de­

cisions which might comp before him. As a rule he 
belonged to a rank of life superior to the non­
official Anglo-Indian, and the distinction of class 

waS felt. Indeed, it often happened that there was 
mOle sympathy of breeding between the Company's 

servant and thE.· well-born Hindu or Moham­
medan gentleman than between the same servant 
and the English adventurer of the towns or the 
English indigo-planter of the country districts. 
With thf' adoption, however, of open competition 
for the civil service, another class of official has 
been introduced into India, who is distinctly of a 
lower social grade, and who in '>0 far exercises'less 
authority over his 'trading fellow-countrymen, and, 
the natives bay, is less kind and considerate 
towards themselves. A young fellow, say the son 
of an Ulster farmer, is pitchfol'ked by a successful 

examination into high authority in Bengal. He 
has no traditions of birth or bleeding for the social 
po!>ition he is called to occupy, and is far more 
likely tl) hobnob with the commercial English of 
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his district than to adapt hifllSelf to the ceremonial 
of politeness so necessary in Oriental intercourse. 

He is looked upon by the European planters as 
t 

one socially their inferior, and by the well-bred 
native as littte better than a barbarian. He is 

lowered, therefore, I am told, in the social scale, and 

is far more frequently under the influence of his 
tag-rag English fellow-countrymen than in former 

days. I cannot say that I 11 ave 'met with men of 

this description myself, but I have heard of them 
frequently, not only from the natwes but from the 

English too, as a new difficulty of the situation. 

What I did notice was, that throughout the 
agitation on the Ilbert Bill, the planters, had a 

considerable backing in the official w.orld. It was 

evident that the two societies were united in a way 

which would have been impossible in old times, in 
thei~ opposition to the native hopes. This change 

of class in the members of the <!ivil Service, and­
what I am personally inclined to think more im­

portant still-their change of duties, must be con­
siderfid if we are to estimate the increased irritation 

be~ween race and race. The modern system 0f 
bureaucratic regularity, where all is done according 

to printed forms and fixed rules, entails on the 

civilians many hours daily of irksome office work, 
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unknown in early times; and has had the double 

effect of wearying their zeal and of secluding them 

stiU further from the people. Red tape ha'> 

strangled initiative in collectors, magistrates, and 
district officers, and has left them' no time for 

personal intercourse with those they govern . 

• , How can we sit gossiping with the natives," say 

these, "when we can hardly get through our daily 
work as it is by the greatest economy of time?" A 
valid excuse, truly. Yet it wa.'> exactly by gossip 

that Lawrence' and; Nicholson, and Meadows 

Taylor gained their influence in former days. 

I consider myself fOltunatc in having been at 
Calcutta at the preci'>e moment when the Ilbert 

Bill controver.'>y was at its fiercest, not on account 

of any special interest I tool~ in the Bill itself, but 

for the instructive display of rival passiuns and 
1 

motives it evoked. Lord Ripon has most unjustly 

been blamed for Gnnecessarily caming the confla­

gration. But in truth all the elements of a quarrel 

were there already in the strained relation.'> just 

described as exi.'>ting between EngIi'lhmen and 

natives; and it was an accident that the particular 

ground occupied by the IIbert Bill should have 
been chosen on which to fight tht: battle of race and 
prejudice. The history of the affair as viewed with 
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natives' eyes was this. Whe~ Lord Ripon arrived 

in India he found the ill-feeling between the two 

classes very bitter, al1d he wisely determined on 

redressing, as far as in him lay, class disabllities, 

thus carrying ·out the liberal doctrine,> proclaimed 

over and again for India by his party while out of 

office. For such a work no man could have been 
better suited by temperament or conviction. It is 
hardly sufficiently understood in England how 

large a part personal integrity plays in acquiring 

the ,>ympathy of Orientals for the?t rulers, and how 
impossible it it; to govern them successfully either 

by the mere mechanical instruments of a system or 

by individual talents, however great, when these are 

divorced from principle. The display of ingenuity 
and tactical resource which imposes on our own 
political imagination and sways the House of 

• Commons is absolutely valueless in the East; and 
charlatanism is at once detected 'and discounted by 

its acute intelligence. The Englishmen, therefore, 

who have succeeded most permanently in India 
have rarely been the most brilliant; and the names 

whtch will live there are not those which their 
English contemporaries have always ranked the 

highest. Moral qualities go farther; truth, courage, 
<;impIicity, disinterestedness, good falth-these corn-
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mand respect, and above all a sulid foundation of 

religious belief. Such qualities the natives of India 

acknowledged from the first ill Lord Ripon, and no 

amount of mere cleverness could have placed him 

on the pedestal on which he stands to-day with 

them-or rather, I should perhaps say, on which 

he stood until the desertion of the Home Govern­

ment forced him into an abandonment of his 

position as a protector of the people. 

I am glad to be able to bear testimony to the fact 

that no Viceroy, Lord Canning possibly excepted, 

ever enjoyed such popularity as LOld Ripon dId in 

the early part of la'lt winter Wherever I went in 

Ind:a I heard the same story; from the poor 

pea!:.d.nts of the south who for the first time had 

learned the individual name of their ruler i from 

the high-caste Brahmins of Madras and BOIPpay, 

from the Calcutta students i from the Mohammedan 
divines of Lucknow; from the noblemen of Delhi 

and Hyderabad-everywhere hi'> praise was in 

all men's mouths, and moved the people to sur­

prise and gratitude. "He is an honest man~' tl\en 

said, "and one who fear,> God," and in this COll­

sciousness all have seemed willing once more to 

po~sess their souls in patience. 1'0 .,ay that Lord 

Ripon has been a failure in India, through any 
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fault of his own, is to say "the reverse of a fact 

patent to the whole native world. lIe has been 
the most successful governor India has ever had, 

because the most loved j and the only 5ense in • 
which he can be said to have failed is in so far 
as he has failed to seek the favour of the English 

ruling class or impose his will on the Home 

Government. 
Of hi" legislative measures I must spea"k With 

less enthusiasm The spirit in which they were 
brought forward was Lord Rjpo~'s own j but the 
drafting of the Bills was the work of others; and 
they have been doubtless disappOInting. Thus, 
the Local Self-Government Bill, though admirable 
in idea as marking a first step towards native 
admmistration, is in itself a poor thing, and IS 

appliAcidted as such even by Lord< Ripon's most 

cordial admirers. The powers it grants are too .. 
exiguous, the ground it covers is too small, the 
checks it impose'! are too stringent, for the Bill 

to excite any great enthusiasm with the natives, 

aJlll it" is difficult for an Englishman to peru~e its 
provisions without wonder at its ever having gained 
the name of an important measure of reform Put 
in a few words, the Local Self-GoVernment Bill 

means that the native commulllties are to be 
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allowed to mend their own roads, to levy their 
own water rates, and devise their own sanitation, 

on the condition and provided that the Com­
mis<;ioner of ~he district does not think them 

incapable of doing <;0. This for the first tim(' 

after a hundred years of English rule! I know 

what the. natives think of the mea'lure, and how 
litt.J.e it fulfils 'their expectations j but no higher 

tribut~ can be paid to Lord Ripon's popularity than 

that they haTe been sincerely grateful to him for it. 

Thus, too, the Ilbert Bill, of which we have heard 
so much. It was in itself an infinitesimal measure 
of relief from native disabilities. It provided that 

nativp judges, under certain exceptional conditions, 

in country districts, shuuld have jurisdiction over 
Englishmen, a juri<;diction long ago f~lly .granted 

them in Ceyloh with no ill results, al'ld also)granted 

in India in the presidency towns. The only 

province, as faJ.'! as I could learn, which would 

have been at all seriously affected by the Bill 
was Bengal, where the English plantels ~aw in 

it a check to their system of managing and mis­

managing their coolies. I heard a good deal about 

this from some Assam plantt.rs with whom I sailed 
on my way out to India, and I know that that is 

how they regarded 1t. "It is all nonsense," these 



told me;" to su,pose you can get on without an 
occasiona1 ~'Witlt the niggers, and our l!irtl{lish 
m~strates umietstand this. But if we had native . ~ . .... 
maglstfa.-""C:: Ahould be CGns~antty aetttng run 
ig. f4l assault." Tn .ther dhltricts, MW'ever. where 

mitdcr ~anner:S ptev.\t there leeJ:'I¥:d '" he n() 
stteh dread oS the Bill; and as to the probabUity 

~ 

of any I'~l abuse of theit pOSiti~n by native judge3 

witIl ~nglisltW()~en. 1 am -cert:lil1 that the \Vhole 
thing Was purel¥ 'fictitious. But the agitation 

against ~e Bill tecame dangerous from the fact 

that it was aU along fostered by the Anglo­
'Indian officials, who cho~e the .Bill a'i a battle­
field on which to contest the principle of Lord 
RipoElIs Liberal policy. In the Local Self-Govern­

t:nent Bill they had seen a first blow struck at 
their 1!l,"lnopoly of power, and they' seem to have 
~ their minds to permit 11& second blow 
T aided by the English lawyers, who 
r~gn1zed in it a menace to their professional 
advanrethent; and by the planters for the reasons 
I have given.; and, following the example of the 
Times, the whole press of England soon joined 
in the cry. The natives, too, from first to last 
fought the battle as one of principlf','though with 
far more moderation than tkeir assailants. 



t "'~ present In , Ca~t""'.an g,~ uy-whcm th~ 
cotnPf0~~, negotiate~ by s~::~lr)uta Colvin., 
Waf ant1Q41J1ceG to the .public. Wut I knoW'..the 
effect It Pf0d,uced OJ)' Bati,ve fAOl~p" ,It waS' 
evetywhere looked OQ a3 a iurr~4er, and.,* dis .. 
gra,oefU! .qne; al\j! tbtW. ~s- .... momeftt )VDert it 
was doubtful whether popular indipatiioA would. 
not vent itself in I:n$l'C lthan words. But Lc.lrd 

" Ripon's personal ~pop,y~ity saveC!\ the ~itUatjon1 
and moderate counsels prevailed. It was l'ecog~ 
nized even by the most violent that the pusillani­

mity of the Home Goternment, n~t of the "i~eroy, 
was in fault; and it was felt that should popular 

lndignfl,tion turn now upon Lord RipQ11, no 
Viceroy would "ever again dare befriend the people. 

The compromise, therefore, wa" accepted with what 
grace was po~ibleJ and bitter feelings were eon­
cealed, and the day of indignation postpo~. . 

I consider the" attitude of native opini_*thio; 

occasion va~tly credItable to the politiC!at\gOlod 

sense of India, though It ~ould be highly dangerous 
to trullt to it another time. The evil dC'-ne wIH 

certainly reappear, and be repaid upon Lord 
Ripon's successors. Down to the last year the 

natives of India, bompletely as tl-tey had lost faith 

in. the official sy:>tcm apd in the honest purpose of 
I 
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their covenanted rulers, still 100Ited to the Horne 

Government as an ultimate Court of Appeal, 
able to defend them if ~t always willing. The • • weakness; h<twever, of the Cabinet on this occa· 
sian 'to resist a wholly unju'it and unscrupulous 

attack upon them was now apparent, and I doubt 
extremely whether tlley will ever ~gain have con­
fidence in Ministerial professions, The Govern-.. 
m~nt was entirely committed to the passing of 

" the Bill, yet it gave way before thc clamour of , 
a'll insignificant section of the public, abetted by , . 
the sworn enemies of all rcfprm in India-the 
Anglo·lndian Qureaucracy. The spectacle WflS 

not at\. edifying one, and I know.,.hat the nativf'<; 
appreciated it entirely on its merits, and I am 

much mistaken if they did not also come to the 

~onc1usion that ,the jU'itice of a Course was, i,n­
$ufficieht for it'i triumph in politics, and that the 
only path of victory henceforth lay through agita­
tion. If this is so, there js little chance of pcace in 
the future of the sort whilOh governments love. 

I dO'n~t like to comJi>lain of evils without at the 

same time suggesting remedic", but it is difficult 
to recommend an immediate remedy for the evils 

I have been depicting. The ill-feeling which 

exists between the Engij,sh in India and the 
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natives is due to caqses too deep-seated in the 
system we have introd~~ed, and until that ~ystem , 
is changed, little real good wil\,be effected. I would, 
however, point out that there is as' yet no true • 
hahed of race between Englishmen and -Indians, 
but rather one of clas::. only, and that it is yet within 
our power in England to ch;a.tJge the threatened 
cur'>e into a blc'>'ling. The quarrel in India up to 
th{. present moment is with the Anglo-Indians 

only, not with the English nahon, and though 
recent dlsappoin(ments have begun to shake their 

" confidence in the Home Government, the natives 
have not ,,,holly lost their belief iQ the sympathy 

of the land wh~e liberty was born. Betw~en the 
two classc,,--thf" English of India and the English 
of England-they ~till draw a dIstinct line, and 

race hatred in its true sense will not have. beel; 
reached untIl this line i'l obliterated. They say, .. 
and truly, that m England such of them as go 

there find justice, and mote than juqtice, that they 

are treated as equalq, and that they enjoy all civil 
and social right'>. They come back proud of"be~ng 
British subjects, and preserve none but agreeable 
recollections of the Imperial Island They do not 
wish for separation from its Government, and arc 
loyal before aU other'>. to its Crown. But the 
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cof'ltra!;t of their subject-lif{\ in their own land 
strikes them all the more painfully on their return, 

and they are determined to procure reform. 

"Reform, not Revolution," is their motto, but 
reform they h~ve made up their minds to have. 

With regard to the direction any new change 

should take, the educated natives drgue thus: 

Purely English Administration, they say, in India 

has had its day and needs to be superseded. t t 
ha!t wrought much good in the past by the in­

troduction of order and method, by raising the, 

standard of public morali"ty, and by widening the 

field of public interests. As such it deserves 

thanks, the thanks of a sick man for his nurse, of 

a minor for his guard ian, of a child for his pre­

ceptor. But further than this, India's gratitude 

cannpt go. It cannot be blind to the increasing 

deficie'1cies'0f those wh~ rule it, or forego for ever 

the exercise of returning strength and coming 

maturity. The Anglo-Indian bureaucracy has 

become too hard a master; it has forgot its 

position as a servant; it has forgot the trust with 
( 

which it was charged; it has sought its vwn 

interests only, not those of India; it has wasted 

the wealth of the country on its high living. Like 

many another servant, it has come to look upon 
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the land as its own,.and to order all things illl it 

to its own advantage. Lastly, it has plOved itself 

incapable of sympathy with,those whose destinies 

it is shaping. It neither loves India nor has been 
• able to command its love; and by an incapacity 

of its nature it is now exciting trouble, even where 

it is most anxious to soothe and to cajole. Mean­

while the sick man is recovering, the child b 

growing up, the minor is about to corne of age 

He has learned mo;,t of what hIs tutors had to 

teach him, and h1s eyes are open to the good and 

the eVIl, the wisdom and the want of wisdom, the 

"trength and the weakness of hi" guardians. He 
desires a participation in the management of his 

own affairs and a share in the 1 esponsibility of 

rule. To speak practically, the Civil Service of 

India must be so remodelled as to make. the 

gradual replacement of Englishmen by natives in 

all but the highest posts henceforth a certainty. 

It is not proposed, I believe, by any section of 

the Indian public to extend pre~ent demands 

farther than this. But, as with all pOlitical 
• 

reformers there i" an ideal towards which they 
look as the goal of their endeavours, so in India 

the goal of advan.ced thinkers is c::omplete adminis­

trative independence for the various provinces on 
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the model of the Australian colonie.,. Their 
thought is that by degrees legislation as well as 
administration shoul4 be vested in nativ'! hands. 

First it may be by an introduction of the elective 

system into th~ present councib, and afterwards by 

something more truly parliamentary. The sUlJreme 
Imperial Government all wi~h to preserve, for none 
are more conscious than the Indians that they are 

not yet a nation, but an agglomeration of nations 

so mixed and interblendcd, and so divided by 

diversity of tongues and creeds,' that they could 
not stand alone An Imperial Government and 

an Imperial army WJll remain a nece~sity for India. 

But they see no rea!>on whatever why the practical 

management of all provincial matter!> should not, 

in a very few years, be vested in their hands. 

That the present system of finance and the ex­

ploitation of India to the profit of Engli5hmen 

would ~ave to be abandoned i5' of course certain. 

But there is nothing in India itself to <nake this 

undesirable. 

I refrain here from any attempt to sketch a plan 

of ultimate self-government for India, but I t.we 
argued the matter out with the natives, and I 

intend in a future chapter to !>et it forth in' detail. 

Suffice it now to say that a. cha,lge of some sort is 
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immeciiately necess¥y, 01 at least art assured 
prospect of change, if wor'le calamities are to be 

avoided. The danger I fore5ee is that, with 
• 

an immense agricultural population chronically 
starved, and a town population H'ecoming every 

day more and more enlightened and more and 

more enraged at its servitude, time may not be 

given for the slow growth of opinion ill England 
as to the nced of change. I am convinced that if 

at the present momcnt any serious disaffection were 
to arise in the tlative army, such as occurred in 

1857, it would not lead to a rcvolt only. It would 

be joined, as the othcr wa') not, by the whole 
people. The agricultural poor would join it because 

of thdr misery, the townsmen in spite of them­

selves, bccause of theit dcpp rc')entment against 

the Anglo-Indians, and the native servallt::; 1)[ the 

Crown bccause of the checks placed on their ad­
vancement. Ttre voice of reason, such as now 

prevails in the academical discussions of the edu­

cated cla~s, would then be drowned in the general 

noise, ano only the sense of anger and .revenge 

remain. I know that many of the most enlightened 

Indian thinkers dread this, and that their best hop~ 

is to make the reality of their grievances, the just 

causes of their anger, heard in time by the English 
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people. They still trust in t,he English people if 
they could only make them hear. But they are 

beginning to doubt the possibility of at:racting 
their attention, and they are very nearly in despair. 
Soon they may find it necessary to trust no one in 

the world but themselves. To-day their motto is 

"Reform." Let us not dnvc them to make it 

" Revolution" to-man ow. 



CHAPTER III. 

THL "\IOHAM\l:CDAN 0UE<;TION. 

",",oCldIC' 'U( foundul I pon faith!,. To reform '1 people, you 
'!lust hi ,t reform thclr rehglOl1." 

IT is never well to have travelled from Dan to 

Beer::.heba and to record that one has found all 
barren; and in my present chapter I shall endea­

vour to paint the brighter side of the India which 

I saw last winter. The matf'rial misery of her 

peasanily has been enough described, and the bitter 

feeling of her townsmen educated to a sense of 

their fallen estate as a conquered people; aud it 
remains to me to show the compensating good 

which by the mysteri;>u,> law which rules all human 

thing'> is being born out of their otherwise unre­
deemed misfortune'>. The apologists of British rule 
boast that they have given India peace, and peace 

doubtless is a noble gIft; but it has given her- far 

mOH: than this. What 1'{,ally deserves all Indian 

thanks, and is indeed all inestimable acquisition, 

because it contams within it the germs of a 
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reconquest of all the rest,;s that it has given 
her liberty of thought. This is a new possession 

which India never had, and never perhaps would • 
have had, but for English influences, and it i-; 

difficult not tb see in it a gift undesigned, but 

which, like the last treasure issuing from Pandora'!> 

box, is destined to transform the curse of conquest 

into tlte blessing of a wider hope. 

I am not one of those who 10ve the East only in 
its picturesque aspects, and I have no quarrel with 

Europe because it has caused the East to change. 
I note, indeed, the destruction of much that wa'> 

good and noble and of profit in the past by the 
unthinking and often selfish action of Western 

methods; but I do not wish the pa~t back in its 
intf'grity, or regret the impube given to a new 

order there of thought and action. I know that 

time never really goes back upon its steps, and no 

one more readily accepts than myself the doctrine 

that what is gone in human history is irr\!vocabJy 

gone. On the contrary, I see in the connection of 

East and West a circumstance ultimately of profit 

to both; and while the beauty of its old world is 

b~ing f~st destroyed, and the ancient order of its 

institutions subverted, I look forward with un~ 

bounded expectation to the new cosmos which 
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shall be constructed from the ruins I am anxiou~. 

indeed, to save what can still be saved of the indi­

genous plan, and to use in .reconstruction some­

thing of the same materials; but I see that the new 

edifice may well be made superior to the old, and 

I should be altogether rejoired if it should be my 

lot to share, however humbly, in the work of its 

rebuilding. ~ 
To speak plainly, the ancient order of ASlatic 

things, beautiful as it was, had in it the germs 

of death, for the·one reac.,on that it did not change. 

India especially, in old days, did not change. 

Conquerors came and went; dynasties rose and 

perished; and years of peace and war, of plenty 

and of famine, trod clos9ly on each other'<; heel." 

while men were born and lived and died in the 
same thoughts. It was the natural life, the rem­

nant of a society which still followed the law of 

instinct rather than of rea~Ol1; but even in the 

natural world health must be attended with growth 

or it will turn into decay. The intellectual growth 

of India by the middle of last century had long 
• stopped; and there was no sign anywhere, when 

our English traders fir<;t appeared, of a new begjn-' 

ning. Thought had resolved :tself into certain 

formulte from whlch there seemed no escape; and . 
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the brain of the body politic, unused and oppressed 

with its own mental restrictions, was growing 
every generation wea~er. 

We have seen the ultimate result of such inaction 
in other land!, in A!>ia Minor, in Persia, and, till 
within recent memory, in countnes nearer home. 

It was seen everywhere in Europe in the Middle 
Age'i, and !>eems to be a cOl1ditiop natural b 

all human ~ocietiec; at a celtain stage of their 
growth. If too long prolonged it. would seem 

they die, leaving their places empty, as ill Baby­

lonia, or being absorbed in other more vigorou,> 
!>ocieties, as the By lantines were absorbed by the 

then vigorouc; Turks. In almost every case the 

intellectual awakening has been quickened from 

without', by the presence near it of an intelligence 

more living than its own and generally hostile, and 

it may !>afely be affirmed that the action and re­

action of nation') on each other's intellectual life 

is in it!>elf a natural and necessary law cf their 

development. Thus Media!val Europe owed the 

new bicth of its thought to the invasion in the 
eig~th century of the cultivated and chivalrol1s 

Moors through Spain, and the Catholic Church 

reformed its lax discipline, not four hundred years 

ago, in the presence of advanc.lllg hosts from 



INDIA.'.' DEBT TO ENGLAND. 77 . 
- -- - - -----

Western Ar;ia. Som£thing of the same process, 

therefore, may be also traced in the countcr-wa\ e 

which has now for the last .. hundred years and 
more been driving Europe back in menacc to the 

East. Asia has been awoke by it at last to her 
danger, and is slowly illtorming herself with the 

victorious reason of the West, and assimilating to 

her needs that intellectual daring which is her 

adver"ary's strength. And nowhere more so than 

in India. After its long sleep the Indian intellcct 

is rising evcrywBere refreshed, and i~ attempting 

each day more buldly to "trike out new line') of 
speculation 011 the very subject,> where it had been 
most closely and most hopeles~ly confined. 

All this India indubitably owes to England. 
Nor i<; there any P01l1t on whIch the intellectual 

methods of the West have been brought morl" 

strongly to bear in A!>ia than on ib creeds. The 

ancient monotony of religious practice divorced 

from religious intelligence, is slowly giving place 
to intrusive questlonings which willl10t be appea:,ed 

by mere formul<e, and men Of all faiths are discus'i­

ing and reasoning where a hundred years ago they 

only asserted. We have witnessed within the last 

generation something of this everywhere in Western 

Asia, but in India it is perhaps still more mal ked ; 



" . TUE J,fOHAJ,[lIfEDJN QUEST.iON. 

and it seems certain that, whatever evil may have 
been there wrought to other interests, the int'erest') 
o( its religions will l1e-ve been served by our rule, 
unconsciously, perhaps, and unwillingly, but none 
the less real'y.· Paradoxical as it may sound, the 
wholly secular rule of aliens, who!>e boast it is that 
they have established no State creed, will be found 
to have renewed the life of faith" and given them 
a sbonger, becau'>c a more intellIgent, mode of 

bein~. The spIritual believet WIll be strengthened; 
arid the vely pagan will be no longer "suclded in 

I 

a creed outworn," but in ltv111g beliets which WIll 

seek to exercise a moral l11fiuence on hi<; conduct 

more and more for good. To "peak precisely, what 

I see will be the outcome of such education as 
Englan~ is giving to the Indian races is a refornta-

I 

tion of each ofttheir several religious faiths, leading 

to purer thought in their followers, and above all 
to purer practice. 

The c.reeds of India, "p~ldng generally, are four: 

the Hindu, which under various forms clnbraces 

four-fifths of the whoI~ population; the Moham­
me~an, which is p,rincipally powerfu\ in the "N orth 
of India and Bengal, a!\d which includes a,. census 

of fifty millioM; the Christian (Roman {;atholic), 

found mainly in the extreme Sonth; and the' Par!oi. 
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Of these, Hinduism alone woukl seem to be a' 

truly indigenous faith, or one wholly in harmony 
'with the instincts of the iaJral population; and it 
is impossible for a traveller not 10 be struck with 

') 

the tenacity of the ancient .superstitions which are 

its groundwork. Hinduism belongs to ary older 

order of religions than any now practised in the 

West. It is not a religion at all in our modern 

sense of being a strict code of morals based upon 

any revealed or written law; but, like the pop.ula·~ 
beliefs of anc,ient Greece and Rome, i" rather fa 
mythology resting on traditional reverence for 
certain objects in eel tain place~. It is essentially 

national and local. It does not seek to embrace 
humanity, but is a ptivilege of the Indian races 

only; and. 1t 'L.annot be practised in its' purity 

elsewhere than in India. India, according to 
Brahminical'teaching, is a sacred land, and then" 

alone can be the shrines of its gods. There alone 

ma.n can lead a perfect life, or worship with 

spiritual profit. Certain localities arc specially 

holy-not, as 'with tl1e ChrIStians or the "McYtam-,-
medans; on aC<i0unt of the tombs of holy men, but 
in them~elves as being the chosen hom~s of the 

divine powers. All rivers in India thus are sacred, 

precisely as wet>& groves in ancient Italy, and 011 


