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PREFACE 

.1U~ is Hut lUI I\.I1lIOta.ted 001ti(lll of a p~y, It is .. 

':l) serious study of what is probably the greattlstof 
Shakespeare's WOl"kd, It is an attempt W luake the wi.· 
dom which Kin9 Lear admittedly contains available for 

• practical guidance in not a few of the difficulties that 
beset individual, and especially IIOCial, life, ~ 

I Ulay explain the origin of the book. In nearly every 
one of the last thirty years I haH) taught one. and often 
two, of lShake8peare'fj play~ to classes in this college. 
SOllie plays 1 have taught repeatedly, It has been my cWl~ 
tOIll, !l.fb~r I~ach play ha~ been studied in detail, to give . 
a :'Ihtll-t C{)Ul'~e of cOllvel'sajJonal leetul'es upon it with the 
object of hriuging it~ artidtie cOlIsh'ucti()n and moral 
significallce clearly !into view, Kin!! [,fClI' was the play 
studied by last, yeal"~ FOUl'th, 01' Senior B.A .• Class, I 
I1Il1 not likely to teach this play again and have accord· 
ingly put the 8UbgttrlCt~ of what I sa.id in lectUl'ing I'll it 
at. the end of la~t year \ though not for the first time 
t;hen) info" form that ill tit fOI' publication, 

I h(lPI~ that the litUe \o!uml' thus composed will be 
welcome not only to fOl'mel' ~t.udellt~ of this college but 
to those who have studied in other colleges _ and univer
sities in India, and in facL to all who td.l(e an intelligent 
intertlst in the healthy progrtl!ls of the Indian community. 
It may be of considerable value as a help ~ those who 
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feel, tb.,ir •• ,!li;led of help in detWrig -itt,' 1iOtlU! probleaJ.s8 
~pon the right Iloiutioll of which the well4eing ofthi. 
country in qoJuing years wilJ to • Jar~ tfxtent dtl'pund. 
Mock modelJty does not hinder me from saying tlu8; for 
though the words of the book are mine. &II the thoughts 
in it are Shakespeare's. I claim no credit ,but that of 
making an honest attempt to show how hill great thoughts 
mayeerve the permanent needs of men and thc pl'@8nt 
nood. of lnda.' 

I dedicate the volume to the many hundreds, iudeed I 
may 88y the th()usand~, ",lUI have !ltudioo ShILkespeare 
Ltoder my. guidance in by-goue years und who·-far' apart: 
from' oue another-are Ilow'doing thei,' work ill life. no 
doubt with very mrioul! degreeS of fllithfuine!!s !lind 
ilUOOtlS8: May it help them to work IIlOrtl faithfully and 
with II. greater TUtlIlSure of true ilUOOtlSII! I dediCllte it 
more e"'pecia.Hy to thoNe of this number who weJ'e ntCHI

OOI'l'C (If theI<'utlrll! Cia,.!!, and therefoNl studentlil (If Kirtg 
l.M1t\ in tht! yeArs 11.'11'\0, 18i.ltl, IIond 1899. In them. if it 
dono DlOl'e, it will aWllktlll mem(}rit~8.-1 trust nQtJ~:" 
pw.mng, --of wlUlot they liswuoo. to and thought aboli~'in 
their college yean!. 

I hope '1l11 Illy former student!! will lo()k upon this 
dtldiCllttifm '68 a token of the lMting r~ga~ of 

Tbwsineere Well~\l:i!lht\r 
WILL1A~lMlLLBB. 

MUll,,' .(''lUU8TlA~ COLUGK" t 
.'1/J(>tlllbtr 19f)(), J 



SHAK/t:~PIt~4RE'S ·KINGLEif,l( ' 
tfND 

IN 1J1AN POLrrl(}S 
flU 

.1fEW things are better fitted k>enlarge t~ 
mind or elevate the thoughts than to ~ •• 
fairly under the infl uence . of one of Sbake~ 

speare's greater}>}ays. The student who !ish~ 
to l'eeeive this influenee to the full, tl1~t giv. 
himself to eamest study'along vaxioul'l lines.- 1.11, 
.e first plaA~e, he must read the play with attett"" 
tion enough'to tnake hitn familiar with the olltliri.~ 
of the story and the actious of the <liferent 
,pefSOllabres. In the next place,. he lllUst .stua)",lt 
acene by scene in detail.. He lUu8tnutBterpecaliar:
~Lpf !a)lguage aud learn the ,fur(le()fev~ 
i~ant saying. Labour is wen 8pentwlJic~ 
,~lps '. ,him to understand the . eX8.(;t ,shI.de.(~ 
,~eaning in everyeentepce. The ligllt &lsQw~~ 
~hOfthespeeehetJthto~ .on the(''''l'~r~ 
jr~et"aBd .• ~hedeve1op1ll~t.,.orthe~ 
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·41~gt.nres .ea:reful. au.d •• cQust&l\t llotice.. Wlt){.~ 
~fiunt of studynilplie<l in thesethings,m~ 
Indian students are content. Probably t00InaJlY 

of them are COil tent with less. 
But these things alone will not b.nllg onefulf 

under the influence of the play. From the height 
which he has reached hy this preliminary labour~ 
the real student will look back on all that has 
passed before him, and will try to :.,rrasp tblJ 
meaning of th~ dram.a. as a (!:Onnt"-c~d .arti~tic 
whole. He will try to form such a eoneeption of 
the meaning and the bearing of the entire 8peC~ 
tude as must have heen steadily present to the 
author's mind when framing it. In the whole in~~ 
action of circumstance and charaeter he nlUstsee~ 
3S it were, an illuminated portion of the Whole, 
system of things in the midst of which men find 
themselves on Earth,-a means aceordingly.of 
('oming to understand the prineiples (~l whieh 
tbat system works, and of seeing with his own 
eyes " the very springs of the maehine." 
/Y'ost1Ilell, when they visit a factory, need some 
l~lp before they understand the working of the 
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lnachinery by which they find themselves 4Ul'..i 

rQullde<l, Tl~y see it 3fo\ dearly as l}08Sib~ btlt 
they soon <li&.,"over that meTe ('lellrne$s of vision 
j.., not enough. What they 'lee so clearly, is to 
them little btotter than It bewildpring lllas~ of 
intl"K'ntf> confusion ulltil SOlllt' olle ~hOWf; tl1t>l1l in 

(letail how rods aud ('ral\k~ and W])('£>18 ('o-opeor

at.t', and ('ontrihute, ("U'h ill its appointed way, to 

1 bE' COJllm01J pnet If pXl'lanH ti01J :\Ild 1fll illall<'6 

are thl1"1 reqllir£>d hv thoo;;e who wish to ('omprf'
hend a pieee of man'" J1ul<'hinf'l y when it is at 

work ill ('l~::Ir day-li1fht hE-fort> t lwir "Yf'''l, lntH.'h 
IllOJ'f' may it lw !:'xP('I·tf'd t Itat ~llIilar 11plp will be 
rP'lllired wh!:'lI, en'H in tht' Inilliallt light of a 
Shake~peal'eall drama, a VOl'tioll j., displayed of 

that mighty and my.,tf'l'iouo;; ~~·"'tell1 amid whi('11 
llWlI play their part in 1Ife, and a portion of which 
they are My aim in the followillg' pagt's is to 
~iYf' O;;l1t'h lwlp as a I-Itndf'llt llf'f'cls Wh{'ll he haM 

'1tndiP(l "Kinp: Lear" ('al't>fnlly in detail, and 
therehy fill(lR hirns(>]f (,()lIfronted with a portion. 

of that gt't'at world-sy"tem whi('h ill flO vast, so 
inexplicable, and 80 terrible" W}Wl1 one Mtemptli 
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to ~:ra~p il b d(>ep !Si~nifican<:e or one's own rela
tion to it. I wish to ~ive SUdl aid towal'll/; tll€" 

stmlellt'l', ullder"tandillg' of that portion of the· 
tSdtpme of thillg~ on which tlw gt'llius of Shnkf'
speare ('a"lt-. light ill tilii-. grpat drama ab i.., llf'ede(l 
by all iJltl>lligPllt and ill(luirillg visitor who t-f'( .. .., 

f'\'Pry part of thl' ma('hillel'Y that i~ workiug' ill a 
fadOl'} aJ)(I yet I'>ta1l(h pel'pl(>xed by it"l jlltri('a('~. 

allCl clea1{'lIl'<1 lw-.i<1et- hy its dank aJl(I whilT. 

\\-'ith q IH::-ltiolll'> of textual or lillg'lll"t i(' (')'iti('i "Ill. 

the prf't-t'llt E..,,,ay ta kp" no COHCeI'll. 'l'1lt' rf':lder 

is ~HppoRf'(l to he thOl'Ollghly familiar with" King 

IJt'ar." Ill' i" quppobecl to han' mHstpn'cl e\ Ny 
important pas.,agt' that j:-. hom all} e1tn-.e ditfinilt 

01' oh"('un" and to n·llwmht·\" with tolerable (>X3ct

ness, what t'lwh of the' lwr"ollagp", h~b (lone or 

sai(l. Ut' i ... further snppot-ed to know tIlt' little 
that is kl1\l\"n allout tIw extt'rnal fa('t'> of ~ltakt'

speal'(,'~ iifp aml to Imn· S()ll~e IW(lllaintall<.'f', at 
l(>a~t h} n:tlHt' and ill outlillt', with hi" other 

worh. Abo, IlP i& ~nppobed to know and to 

acknowledge tilt' pObitioll whidl Shake-;p(>are 

bolds. by the ('Ollsent of all men. as the poet who .. 



beyolHl all others, ha~ .. held the mirror up tt} 

nature;' and explored antl pxplaiu(>(l the r(>('e'lReS 

-of the huma.n heart,' Many thillg~ likf' the ... e J 
take for grantf'tl. SOUle few prPlilllillary points. 

howe\ PI', it may be expedient to htate hefore 1 
begm to pxponud or ('ritic'il.p. 

The d:.t(> of the ('ompo'!itioll of .. KllIg Lf'nr" 
c'clB Iw ll10re p'{dctly 1i::"t'd than that of lllO ... t of 

:;hake"lw(\I·e .... play'! For lP:t'!on ... whic'h may hI." 
found ill tlw 1I1trmllll'tlOlI to PH'I ~ good edition 
of tlw <lram:t, It i., ",1ft, to .... ay th<lt it waR 

IW!,!llll 11l 1 ()O;) awl fini ... he<l b~ the '!lllHllWr of 

the followmg ye'lr \VllIIe WI'ltillg it, Shakt>

"peart' W,I' t11lh ill hi ... forty- .... ('(,owl ~ ("tr, ill the 

hc·i~ht of hi ... manho()(i alHI tlI(' full ngoUl' of hi~ 

POW!'}'''' HI .... llf'xt prod IlC t ion w,t ... pr('tt~ <,{'rtainly 
.. )l:wheth ;" '" hi( h i ...... lIl1iJar ill 1l1O .... t way~ to 
•. KlIlg Lear," y<'t wit h .... nnw .... trikillg <liffl'l'l'IH'('S. 

Little a ... i ... knowll of t lw inward any l\iOI"f' thal\ 
of tlH' outwanl hi ... tor~r of the Jloet, tlwl'f> if'! 
alllplf' proof that in tl\tN' ('PJltra 1 y(~a.)'~ Iw wa.:; 

pa ... "ing through a tilllP of "ItOl"lIIY thought, in 
whil'h Ill" I)) (,vailing mooel WI\,.., that of awe-..,tru('k 
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inquiry into the my&teri€'s of life and restless 
t'll<leavour to find some foothold in the midst of 
what Sf'PHli- t he mora] cham;, of the world, l1here 
are mall~' bigm, of this I>tate of miml in both 
.. , Killg Lear" awl "Macbeth," III the latter. 
however, thpre art' imli(·utiom. that a ('almer 
mood hai- bf'gllll to .,uPP1'\ ellc. Souw chw tp· 

the might~ lWtZe appear . .., uow to have rea('hed 
liiA halld/:>. It j" ill fact the dlH~ which the writ
illg of "King Lear" hm, gi\ f'lI him. In the work!.

of hi ... after year", tIli., caime!' wood pre\ aih •. 
III iu.., later Homall Pla~ 1'>, ill" C'ymlwliIH"" and 
e"l'e('iall~ ill .. Tlit, TC'llll'P;"t:' ",hidl if 1Iot th{~ 

lat<''>t j;" ('l'rtailll~ :tmollg tIlE' late~t of hii- work", 

he write:,. a ... oul' who ha;" attaillt'd to some settll'd 

l't'/ott ('Olw('l'lling thl' pl'ohlt'llls \\ hi('h tbi~ 'world 
prescllt~ to tIl(' thollght fill and eumcst mind, -

as Ollt' who 11m, ~('eB :-Oll\P wa~ into tIl(> hl'art of 

tIw uniwl'bt' and i ... fairly eOlltt'lIt with what he 
f',f'(·S. T t ib fitr fhml Ullillil'Ol'tant to a ri~ht under
stamlillg' of "King- LenT" to hf':tl' ill mind that 

it is tIw utterauce of It sf'riotl8-llIimled man at 
tIlt> ('risib of hit- inward t'xpf'rieuct'. when 11(' i~ 
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agitated by profound inqUIrteS to which hf> is 
only ju~t beginning to fillcl a satis(ying r('ply 

It WM! plObahly thf' uuiform, eertainly the all 
but uniform. pt aetic'e of Shakespearp to baSE' 

his play.., 011 talf''I, Ol' porLiollb of hi'ltoI'Y, whie'h 
werf' ah (,<ldy falluh,tl to hi" ltudieTH'<' He ba ... ecl 
the IH f'M'lIt 1'1.1,\ Oil all old lew·nd oft£'1l told and 
re-told, and llH 01 por ,It/·a }n UoliJl<;hed in those 
Olu olllclf''' 011 "duel! lit:, <1, f'W '10 oftPll for hi" 
mat(,J [il].., It h ,ll..,o po..,,,l},le tlt,lt h{' IllIHl£· use of 

It p1.1\ h~ .tTl llllhllOVdl alit hOI, entltl(·d .. Thf' True 
ChroTllde HI',to" of Kill!! Lf'dl alld HI" Thrf'(, 

Dauglltp!..,," ~ hit It had h('('11 publIbhed ill 151)4 
It i .... howE'v(>r, of ('xtr(-,llIel~' little importanrf' 

what particlll.u ,('r"'lOll of tIl(' "to! ~ he had lllO'lt 
PIOHlill(,lltl) hefolt, llilll I" all~ (,t..,e, it was but 
a rough ollthll!' that 11(' bono~ ('<1 Hut it i/o. 
sOlli('what impol tallt to 01>"e1 V(> that It If'geudar," 
StOI r of the kUld ",." Ollf' that might he dealt 
with \ ery fl'('(.1y In dramati.,iug the life and 
deed'l of hi ... torical ElIgli"h kings. Shakespearf> 
{'ouId depart but ltttle ftorn a8('ertained and weU
known facts In dealing with the sto!) of a 
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king who'!e very existence was but mythical, he 
('(mId modify the narrative in any way that 
made it a fitting vehicle for his own thoughts. 

III particular, thf' old story had bet'll told ill so 
many fa~hions that he might perfectly well, with
ont offelHlillg anyone, havf' giwJI it an entirely 
difff>rent (,lHling. III MllHe versioll'S of tltt' talf', 
Cordelia is mad(' sw'('essfnl in hpr enterpl'i:-,e and 
n'store~ hN father to the throlle. It was of set 
}Jlll"PW!f', therf'forf', t h::tt Rhake..,pearf> made of his 
(lrama a trage(ly ·with what appear:" to he the 
overpoweringly sad ('oJl('luxioJl of Cordelia's defeat 

alld r-,hameful death, and of L(>a1"s '!U('('tUllbing to 
hi'! a('cUll1ulated misf>ries. TIw hearing of this 
011 the interpretation of tIlE' l,lay will appear 
aftf>rwanlb. 

With till" main story of the killg antI hi'! daugh
ters, Sha ke'!pearp has ('om billed the ...,tory of 
Glow'E:''ltN and his 'lOllS, whieh he m:lIliff>stly 
borrowed from an epi'lode ill t}w famous .•. \r('adia" 

of Sir Philip Siduf>Y. The tmhtle intNweaying of 
tIl+' two ('ognate tales enable'! him to leave the 
impre'l<..ioll that the ingratitude and hanl-heartf'd-
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ness of Goneril and lu.gan are no mere easual 

inC'ident in the pxpt>rielH'e of a single household, 

but that wickedness like tlwirs is chara('wristie 

of tilt> time and symptomatic of the condition of 
"'!ociety. The importance of this to a right un
derRtanding of the who}p play will ah;;o appear as 

we go on. 

TllE'"e prplimi1l3 ry mattpfs )wing t 1mR diRposed 
.of, let us tnrn to t lip main plIq)O"W of tIlE' present 

ESRay. That purP0r,;(' is so to ('riti('ize thp play 
as to ,'>N' it, if po""ihlf" ilS iW ol"gal1il" ",hoII:', to 
see its artisti(' construction, to see, if one likt·s to 
put it so, it ... moral lpsson, and to 'lCP tIlt-' ('ot1Be('

tion of pach of it ... part ... and (·har:wtprs with this 

main dt'sign. 
So to lTiti(·ize t hi ... play ii-l pl'culiarl.v diffi(mlt. 

U nlpss it may lw .. Hamlet;' !lot one of Shake
speare's worb prp'lellts so Illauy diffieulties to 

{))w who trips to hrillg it. to a fo("us; nor has any 

{)tlier of them gi V('lI rise to HO mueh diversity, 

and eYt'1l ('ontrariety, of opinion among" its critic's. 
The reason of this is not hard to dis('ovel'. It is 

mainly due to the width of the ("an va" on whieh 



10 

the I)icture of Kill~ Lear and his age i!o. painted. 
The diffi('ulty of interpretation d(w~ not arise, as 
it doE'S in " Hamlet," from tlw !o.ubtlety of thought 
or {'Olnplexity of lllotj,'e as('ribed to any of thf'
charadel':"; ratlwr. from the intri('a('y of th(:' story 

and tlH' 1Il1mhN of tltobe who han' an infhwutial 
sharp ill ('an) ill~ it to it'S tl'a~it' elm.,e, 

thillg' j" llll'g'l'r, In'oader, more ill\'olvrd, 
Shakpl'-pl'aI'(":'; (>tht'l' ma"tprpiP('P'I, 

EY£'ry
than ill 

Take tllP analogy of two huildi,,~I'I. f'(! lUtUy 
hp:lutiful, aJl(l equally fittf'd to h£'l'Yf:' the (>l\db 

whi('h their lJllilcl£'l'!'l had in yjp\\" OIlt:' of them 

has a plain aud uU\:"l'Ih e ()utliut'. If it ha~ fo.ubordi
nate partb at all, tlit:'ir l'platioll to tll(:' whol£' and to 
01\(' allotlier may lIP :"(,('11 at a :-.ill!!le glaw'(l. Tlw 

oth(:'1' 1Ia.., projf'l'tiOll .... IH-'re ancl wllat ::.E'cm to lIe 
eXer£'8('elH'Ph thN(l It ha" portion" almobt Ulll'OIl-

11(:'('ted, It ha.., :li..,ll'b, and pa.,bagt>!'l. and" iIlP!'l, ill 

what look:-. like perplf'xed ('onfu'-.ioH, The one is. 
a Grepk temple, the otlwr a Gothic <'athedraL It 
may he a que&tioll whidl of t}l(:' two i.., tllt' more 
beautiful, or whit'h ofth(, two delUalHls the longer 
or mort' loving !'\tully befor(:' all the l;kill of it:... 
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ao.aptatio1l8 and all the bubtleties of it~ harmony 
may be ma&tered. But there ('lUI be no question 

as to v:hi("h i~ ('ol\l'Itmded 011 the simpler plan 

Of the one. all intelliuellt "isito[' ('nil o'i\"e a fairly , 1". 

3c('urate outliuC' awl del'l<'fiption after Ill:' has Ollt't" 

walked round it. It need .. lllany It \'il'otit and 
observntioll and the jottillf! down of many a note. 
beforf' allY \ iioitor ('all iii\p 11 rough illf'll of thf>o 
})lau or eleyatioll of tllf> 011lf'1'. Comparatively 
8peakillg, tiw g r,'ate .. t of tlh,lkf'hlWtl I p's otlwt· 
pIll)"S, ,. Othello. , ... the Tf'IIlPl,,,t, ... Coriolallus;' 

:lIId illdpo<l PH'II "Macl)(·th," ate like the Orecian 

tellJplp, "\\hi("h, hm\"('wl letitll·a ill thf' l){'Huty ofitlol 
proportion .. , is mltfo, .. ivf', :-.P\ pn', awl plain .•• King 
Lear" iK thp (':lthl'dral, "itb all it.., (·ompl(·xity of 
dlll,}lPh, and of ail'>lp,->, :tlld lt8 Ptl(lll-'<;l'I array of 
buttrf'sl'> and pilllJadp and ~pirl-'. No wonder 
that it i.., hard, OIl [il'~t illl'>pedioll, to g-ive It 

general idea of a I-It nwtnre t-o illtricntf' alld vast. 

To H certain poillt, ifl(leed, a eriti(' of this play 

('an ad ValH'e with ('onfitlN\(>e in des('fibinl! its 
general plan. Even a hrif'f examination of thE'" 
GQthie cathedral to whieh I hav€' (·ompared it. 
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~uffieeA to di~dose that the outline of the eentral 

llla~~ i" :hat of a <'rO'l8, howevf>r numerous the 

:umexf'''l that "t'em to inteJft'rf' with its regularity. 

So, two gn .. at thought" need not be long of being 
di,,('ernecl a'l underlying thf' whole stl'lH'tnrp of 

., King Lf'ar." Thp Ollt> thought is that, under the 

gOV('l"Jllllellt which prevail<; on pal th, {'viI re'lults 

ill ('al:unit) and 'lnflering for tho"f' who work it, 

mul that thi'! n'''lIlt arrive", not by arbitrary or 
minH'uloll& illfliction of pUlli"lllllPJlt Oll the evil

doel, hnt ill a lll:llllWr (,lltirely Ilatnrnl, that il> to 

":1)', ill ,irtne of the )latnrf' of t'viI ihelf and of 

11w ordinary pnH'ednrp that (1irp('t"! the world. 

'I'he compallion thought, whi(,h all>o '>00]] reveals 
It .... p1f to one who make..;; an eanw"t "tudy of the 

pIlly, i" that the final i"'5l1e of tilE:' "ufferillg, the 
1111l1i .... hllH'llt, which i" "ure to ('OIllP npon all who 
{'IT frolll thp path of ]'(l( tltude, depell(l-; on the 

('harlwter of tho'!f' UpOll wh01l1 it ('Ollle"1 On 
..,onw, it'! effect'! arp "alntar). To tlH'll1, it is a 
hlt',,-.illg ill di'lglli-.e, In the ('a'!e of othf'rl>, it is 

h()pele,,~ly, irremfdi:thly de..,tnH'tivf', So far, we 

are OJI <:nff' ~I OIllHl. The .... e two hJTeat thought'!, 
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these two well-worn moral lessons, are suffi(·i
ently prolllinent in the play and ufi(ml togetht>r 
somE' gE'lwral idE':l of its plan, 

13ut this doE's Hot ('an") Ul> wry far. For thf> 
question risE'i- illE'yitahly at 011('(': what tlwlI i~ 

tlw sin or E'rror of whidl tIw natural ('OI1"(><1IH'I1('(' 

appear:'. ill the hUg"p train of ('al[ullitiE'~ whi('h 
makE's up thil'l mo"t harrowing" of drama:., r It i" n 
qUE'btioll that is not ea,ily an.,\\(')'ptl III thii

respect, "King 1.1':\)" :.,tand" nearly :d()l\(' :UlIOllg 
Shakespl'an:, tIage(lIe'" If it hI' a ... ke(i ~dth 

reganl to other;, of them \\ hat the t'l l'OJ' il"> 

whi('h brings ruil1 ill it ... tl aill, (II' ill otlwl' wonl:-. 
what i" tlw ke) llnit' of the· trag('(}), th(' liwswer 
(,Ollle~ at OlH'e from t'\ ('1 Y ('rit ic' all(l t'n'l) ... tlHlent 

that ill "Ma('lwth" it i.., allihitilill. ill "()tltC"llo" 

jealous?!. ill "C'oriolanu'< ,. pride. ill "lIallllE't " 

illdecisioll or weal.lIf88 tfu:ill, and itl "Holll(,o and 
Juliet" /'iolel1l'f (~f' llltMiuli. lliffen>llt plmu:,('~ 

may no doubt he emplo)'pd, hut ill 8ubE,taw'f' 
there :i8 agreement :t'> to the keynoLe of ea('It 
of these great dramas. But what il'> the ('orr'{>~ 

spondiug keynote of " King Lf'ar ., ? 



III their attempted anc;wers to this qUE'stiOll 

critics are hopelessly dividell, and mallY of them 
"peak with a very ullC'ertain c;ound. Self-will or 
~)b8tinacy, saYb one. ~llis(,lJnceptilJn of tlte nature 
of wee, bays another. Still other" will have it 
that the eVIl which is the fruitful Rpring of all 
the <;uffering-, ollg-ht to he labelled ingratitude, or 
unl'e8trrrined pas'luITI , or the se{!is}mess tlwt 1'ema,ins 
I'l'en in noble dut1'arters. All theRe are vif'w8 of 
men who"le views de"f'rve re"peet. ~() singh' 
wortl or phrase ('all he altogether adequatf' whf'Jl 
du' most rompetellt aut h01 itif''' are so much at 
vallance MUl'h may be ... :till in favour of (>ac,h 
of the abovf' exprPh<.,lOllb H'l t he keynote of the 
play. Kwh lllay bp takpll ac; II 'ltandpoint from 

which much of it ... me:UllHg- may he disrernp(l. 
Yet not Olle of them In ill,!!" Its fnll purport before 
the mind. or givps "uch unity to the ('oneeptions 
it embodie.;; a<; the word.;; already reft'rred to 

hestow at OJ\('£' upon "Ma('b(>{,h," or "Coriola
nu"!," or" OtlH'llo." 

1'he faet i'l that" King IAlar" agret-s to a great 
€xtellt,so far as it., plan and pnrpo"!e arerour(>rned, 
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with •• Cymheline ;" whieh if! in lUany respect.s 
its ('ompauioH and ('ompl(>tiol1, and whit'h in 
another cOllne('tiofl I flhalllulv(' to rt>fer to largely. 
Both plays haw a. strong infusion of the Epic. 
III ('pic poetry, JlWIl np1>('a1' rather as iustrmnentR 
thall as in tlw I'.tJ'icf, senst> a('torl'l, TIH' real sub
.1(>('t of an t>pic poem if' the will of tIlt' powers 
abovt>,- -of the higher beings,--of tll(> Supreme 
Rein ff -l'(,(rarded n" workiH,r ont <lesi orml whi('h l""" l"'" r.., t"l 

the hllltl:m :lW'nts hilt diml.,- /'omprell(>ud, In 
dnunati(' poetry, lUall is tlIP ('('!ltre of the action. 
Attention i:-, l'hi(>fiy drawn to t II(' will, tIll' ('harne
tel', tIl(> illfilH'Il(,(, U}lIIJl otlwl'''l, of tIw l('ading 

persollagp", Til ('pil' poetry, on the other hand, 
the Power ahon> the world i.., plaeed openly 
ill tIlt' fl)l'('groulHl. MPH art' l'P('ipients of the 
influt>lwP, tlwy art> almost the toolR, of the supreme 
(~ontroller, rather than eentres of illfhwllee them
.~elve"', Now" Oyllluelille;' aud ill lesser degree 
4. King ];{'ar," though dramatic in form are to 
a large f'xteut epic ill t}wir Hpirit. This is the 
reason why it il"- diffi('ult to piteh upon any phl'Me 
as giving the kpynote of the whole play. An 



16 

end ii'! kept ill view throughout which i~ above

and beyond the aim~, or the will.." or the com
prehension, of allY of the actor'! 

All the attempts to sum up and fo('u,", the 

play which I haye metltiOlwd, and still others 
perhap.... whif'h I have not lllelltiolled, ,,()uld 
have to be takeJl into uecount hy one who 

should atteulpt to expl e~~ ill detail the whole 
meaning of" Killg Lf'ar" Awl yE't, while admit

ting the inadequa('Y of any ~illgle key-word 
01' poillt of view, one i:. COlllp(·lled to takt' a 
definite ('hw to he hi'l guidt-- if ht' i" to make 

hi~ way through the lab~ rintli at all. The ball1e 

thing might happen to a lover of the pl(·tlU'e"lluf' 

who intend:. to travel through "'OJlH' f>xten",in-' 

l't'gioll in whic·h the b('(-,IH'T') i", beautiful and 
vari(-'a No road that 11(-' call follow will make 

him a('quaintt'cl v. ith all the fpature:. of tlU-' land

seape. Still, he mUi-It follow some road If he 
statuI lu-':.itating for ewr a" to which road hp 

is to ehoo1:'e, he will never !-.eE:' any of the heautie& 

which he wi"he'l to explol·e. Suuilarly, we lllU:.t 

('hoose sOllie road. W fA lUII6t R('lect i'ome lea<lillg 
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thought by the aid of whieh the playas a wholtl' 
lllay be surveyed. 

Without denying that other foads may reveal 
beauties whieh we may have to pass ullnoti('ed, let 
us say that the e' il and error ft'om whidt prO('eed 
the sorrow awl dIP sufferlllg W(l al'e to study, is 
that of society being based Oil a foundation ill 
which love i" \\ alltin;:! To me it seems that, more 
than any otht'r, this i>:> tIlt' regulatillg thought by 
which Shakf's})(>uI e wa~ inspired in the most 
stirring and maj('sti(' of his drama'! L(·t us put 
it tllU~;-The l(:'-,"Oll of" King Leal'" is the ab80-
lutp Heed of love al-! an Itl 1 i, (> f'}f'IIWllt ill healthy 
and proglE'Sbive ..,oclal hfp 

Forwol kmg out tIll>:> thought, Shakebpeare natur
aUy takps an earl), unde\- eloped, state of society. 
All thing'> ought to he studied first ill their fudi
mt>ntary form!' The stLt<lellt of zoology begins 
with the lower forms of the animal killgdom. He 
makes himself R{'(lUaillted with how life presents 
itself in CfustRct>ans and worms, before he attempts 

to trace its development in birds or mammals. 
Even the student of mathematics must acquaint 
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l}imself with the properties of triangles and 
8l1uares, hei()re he can grapple with the mysteries 
of the ellipse or tlw parabola. Thus too, OBe who 
aims at seeing awl setting forth the essential 
prineiples of soc-ial life must study Rocipty in its 
{'arly and simplf' state. For this r€'ason, the action 
of "King Lear" is thrown into a time when 
"lo,>iPty is not much mol(" than l()f)I\{'d, wh('n 

rude and primitive passion haR free play, when 
the mallY iniluPllce<; at work in an advanced and 
\'olllplex boeial frame-\\'ork take little {'fred on 
anyone. IIpIH'e ari"es the unrestraiIwd passion 
whi('h is <;0 ("hara('t{'ri~ti (' of nearly all tllp ac-ton; 
that Gervinus, probably tIlt' a<'ute"L a1l(1 mORt 
'\llgg{·~tiv(-' of Shake-,p<>an'\; ('I iti('S, l'egal'lls it as 
the <lolllinatillg idea of the play. It is under
"to()U that, IIp to t]JP time whell the :wtiOll lwgins, 

Britain has bePIl ill that elenwlltary ('Ollllitioll 

ill which the social bOJl(l h:u .. JWf"ll f-ill1plt .. olwlli

('I}(,P to a ('hief. The king'..; will has hitherto 
been law The 011<> auty of thf' subjeet has been 
to obey the king's ('Olllll1and. Not to ~peak of 
form~ of rule in which the viewR and wishes of 
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the 8ubje<,tl' count for <;olllethiug, th(>r~ has ht:'t'n 

littlt> approach even to those ~o('ia] form~ in 

whkh law of sonw kind i" himlillg on the rul(>r. 

It is ('Olllllla11(1 Oil the king\. part, pasl'.iV(> obedi

-t>llce nil the ':>ubject's pal t, thot up to this poillt 
haV(> held ~u('iet~' tOg'f·t}wr. Yet thillg"! are nt 

the l-.tagt' v. hell a '>tep may he taken, and ought 

to he takeJl, tov. ard .... ~Olllething highpI". The 
(-,1'1'01"" made in the takilJ~ of that :-tl·p are, t.o 
m~ miwl, tlw n al "llbj(,(·t uf the dl"ama. 

At this l)l)int, It will he u"t'ful \0 {'aU to min(\ 
how mall) intltwll('P"! an' ... ileJltl~ at work ill 

pwr.' l\l'tiH' ,,()('i(·t~, of whatevPI kill(} it Iw 
awl" h,lti'\ er hI' tIll' inflll(~n('p" lIJ1(lt", v.hid) 
11 ha<; hpPIl fol'llll'(l. EH'Il if t IIP},p hE' i(>w 
defillite law,>. or HOIH', thl·n· an' illllllf'llIorial ('Uq

tom .. , t hel e a J'(' t:H'lt l\ll!lpr .. t ltlHling"l, tlwrt, is a 
cprtain fo}'('p ofpuhh(' opinion, to whil'illlll nwm

her" of the "o('iety ~ iplll ill "OIllP dt'grf'e, Tlwy 
!Ia\ p Iplll'llt'd, not onl} tlworetil'ally hut ill pnw
ti('f', that tlwrp arp <';OlllP }Joilltl'., nay mall)' poillt~ 

in },f'gard to wllil'h tlwy lIlU'It not f'Xlwt't, amI 11l1lHt 

not attempt, to W·t their own way. EVf'1l in th .. ~t 
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very rudimentary form of dil:ltinctly developed 
social life which presents itself ill a college ot"', 
:-t 8('hool, how 1I1allY thing~ are ::.ilentlyagreed to· 
and (>onsidered binding hy all eOlleerned! If it 
were not hO, if each profest:!ol' or teacher', eueh 
student or I:wl1001-1>0)" hf'lll that he might decitlt:
fur him<,elf the tillH' and place of meeting, the 
amoullt of WOI k to he doue, the onler in which 

daily dntie':> I'.houl<1 proceed,- if each of them 
held that he had a right to decide all such point.., 

Ullt'W Oll each '>uc('ep(ling day-if there were Hot 

well-underhtood eOllwntiOllh by whi('h all ,",ubmit 
to lw (,Olltlollt-d, 110\\ boon would that forlll of 
so(,iety go to piece ... ! Yet something like thi .. i.., 
the bt,\tl' of matterb whi('h ih put before Hf:, in 

"King Leal." Hithprto the king hab been pa8si\'el,v 
ohe) ed, and hy such ohedieJl('e tlw llation has hePIl 

held togettwl". But the time when mere authol'it.v 
is a bufficieut bond Ita .. e\ idelltly gone b) MplI 

have lWgUll to think, :lndjudge, and a( t, for tll€m
s(>lvt>b. When that !'.tage is reached in any nation or 
80eit>ty, it i" no longer right, as it is al"o no longer 
l)()s,;ihlf', that there should be mere authority OIl 



21 

the one side and mere ohedi('ncE' on tIlE' otller. 
When lUE>n detE.'rmiue to hE> no longel' passi,'ely 
submissive. th(' time has <,ome when 1'101111' s('ope 
for the exer('j'le of their wills ~tn( 1 tlwir j lldgments 

must he found, if tht> ~o(·iet.r they make up is to 
retain its hf'alth, or even to ('ontinue to exist, 
811('h a time has (,Olllt' in Britnill wht>1l the cnrtain 

ril'les and Leal' and llil'l ('olltemporal'ies appear 
upon the stagf'. 

But llf're lip" the pJ'l)hl€'m whit'll ~h()w"l itself 

,(\'1 "oon a" thf' a<'tioll of tIl€' play hf'gilll!. How 
j .. I'oeif'ty to b€' Ilf'althily progr(''lsiw', or eVE.'1l to 
-t'xi'4t, wht>1I ('"ery one eIHIC'a\"om·s to get his 

own way, wlwn a.ll alikp are lllH'oJltrolled aml 
1l1l('outrollahl<> ? For we learn erelong thnt this 

i" the l('ading f{>atnre among good allc1 had alike, 
at I('ast among all who'le ('ha.ra('tf'r'l are fully 
fomw<l when the aetion of thE' play lwgins. Kent, 
good ail he is, i-; aR ul1('ontrollahl(' ItS Gonelil 

,01' Cornwall. HE' hurt-lts into pas8ion and a('ts 
with unreglllatecl violencE' when {'very ('on~ic1er

ation of pnHlenl'e and of (lnty ought to help him 
to restrain him'lelf. Even in COf(h'lia, who on the 



whole is a very pattern of gomllle::;::. and grace, 
we &hall see as we proeeed that there is all 

element of slw<:,l' wilfulncs::.. ~elf-will and yiolene€'

al'f' so rampallt that ('yell a servallt draws npolL 

hi., master, alld that Illa~ter a royal duke, whilt' 

no ()Ilt:' 8e(,lIl~ llIuch sho('kt.'tl or t.'H'lt surprised at 

hi::. doing ~o. AboYl' all, Lear hinliwlf illu::.tratt·.., 
110w liult' allY moral or customary illfluf'lH'e I't'

btrailLl:> the lllt:'11 of the tilll('. IIi,> en~ry whilll 

lllUbt ha\ (' ill..,tallt way. Kellt lIlll'lt be balli;-,hed. 
Cnrd ... ha HlU..,t lw di:,illhNltt,d, simply be('au'>e it 
i:-. hi.., 'win that t\u-'y I'hon\d be 1-0. 11(' (lot,., lIot 

::'0 much ai:< think of .,howing dpf('rell('e to l'('<\I-.OIl. 

or la\\, 01 ('II;-,tolll, ill tht.' matter. IIi.., fir..,t illl
pubt:', aJl(l tIlt' lil'l->t impul..,f· of all who art' reprf'

st'lltativ(' of tIt(' tim<:'. i ... to LIM' wltatf'w'r powt'r 

tIll')" !la\(O fl)1' ('olllpa:-.-.illg tht·ir (IV-It ewh all< 1 
('arryillg illto l'fIt.-d tlH' il' own plp:\::.ul'p. 

Le..,t we :-.hould filil to apprehf'wl that lhi., 

i:, tIlt' tf'ltll'er of tIl(' lilllP, Wf' an' told, by tltp 

mouth of G lOlH'C'ster, how" love· ('oolb, frieJl(l<;hip 
faU:-. off, brotlwl'i' dividp; ill ('itie&, lllutillie,,; ill 
f'OUlttl it'~. (li::-,cord; ill pal:wp::., trpa~()n; and tlw 



bond ('raekf'd, ., twixt S01\ and father." &lmund 
too, who wie ked though he Lt, is a good oLserver, 
speaks, with the t:teit as&E'nt of his wis!"r as w!"ll 
as bett!"r brother. of such things being rife a~ 

" Ullllaturnlll('~S betwPPIl the child alld tIl(' parent; 

death, dearth, di~"(llutioll~ of ll11ciellt amities; 
divi'!iom; ill statt', mellU( ' ps aud lllaledit,tionl-> 
agaill~t killg alld nobl{,:-,; lwp(lle~s dim'1"f'IH'e&, 
bani~hJllf'lJt of fJ i('lIds, (1i~"ipati()l\ of ("ollol't:o., 

lluptial bn>adIP" <lilt! [ know IIOt what" How i" 
lwalthy ol(ler to Iw (.<lI1( '('<\ from ~mdl a \'!taos r 
Men· fOl"CP will lIot ('tiuce it. Plainly, not wry 

lllll<'h I't'lllaill:-' of the ,1i,illity that" doth lH'dg{' 

a killg_" ;\n attplIIpt Oll tlH' killg':,,; part to rull· 

hy ban' [on'e wOllld obvioW';ly lw futile, IH.\ither 

would it be rigll! to I"el'-or! 10 it enoll if it might 
pf'rltap" IIf' ~upeJ ficially i>U('(·(·s"lful. [n the Britaill 

laid 0lWll to It-.. ill "KiJlg L('al'," the stage ill 

the d('Yelol'lll(,llt of ~()('ial onlt"'l" hns pa'!8e<l by in 
whi('h pas&ivc ol'Pt1iew'p s('('ures gooll govern
ment, ('\,('11 aR it has pas!o;pd, or is fast passing, in 

the India of our own day, MPH have bN'OllW too 
thoughtful, too rritical, as well as too self-willed, 
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to give themselves up blindly into the hands of 
one who should try to rule them entirely from 
without, entirely apart from any approval or 
('oncurrenee of their own. 

Is there then any bond that ('an still knit men 
together into a souncl, progre"1:>ive, social frame
~ork? Is there any bond that may take the 
plaf'e of that submissiveness to external authority 
of whieh the usefulness and the possibility have 
alike gOlle by f\x f'wr? Love, 'lays Shakespeare 
in thr play, love alolle, ean henceforward be the 
effectual bond and babis of that healthy soeiai 
order which if., the "Joil in whi('h all that we (':tIl 

virtue grow'l. I.;()\'(\ he virtually adds, Ilprings up 
and i& trainE'd for effe('tiw nse only in the family. 
If love be wanting in t1l(' family -as it is partly 
wanting in thf' families of Gloucester and the 
King,-you see, he '1e('mll to "ay, ill the mirror of 
thi., tragedy how '1()('ial ordf'l' i'l df''ltroyed, you 
Sf'e what viC'f's flourish [tJl(1 what calamities and 
miseries ensue. So too, he seem" to say, you see 
here how if there 1w sH('h true 10\'f>, rightly nur
tured and trained, a'l j" exemplifietl in Cordelia 
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an.d Edgar, it finds after patient endurance a 
remedy for the evils of the time, ami works out 
.a social order whieh if it be not perfeet in the 
present bears yet a lively hope of better things 
to come. 

In all this, did Shakespt'are think of the fo,igns 
of his own time? Could this wise observer see 
at this early date, wh.1t all men saw in less than 
a geueration later, Lhat Englaml had readled 
It '3ta:re WlWll l1H'1'e J,UthOl ity 111I1St pass farther 
into the back-groulHl, when individual lift' must 
have freer play ill politieal and boeial awi 
rdigiolls aif.'tirs, when the natioll must be more 
fully self-governing' thl1l1 had 1-'V(>1' be('l1 the case 
before? Every Olle knows 110W how ('onfiiet 
('ame betwe('n tho~e who were (1£ tenuined that 
bo('iety ShOllhl progle'l" and the impracti('able 
ruler who was <It'tenllined to maintain and make 
more &trillgf'l1t the nltrrowe'lt form of personal 
tlUthority. Ew'ry one kllows now how the lesson 
of the need for lwalthy progresf> which had been 
taught to 01lf> ohstructive king at RUllllymede 
had to he taught at Naseby to another. It seems 
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far from unlikely that Shakespeare, when he 
wrote "Kmg I~ear," had some re~ard to tend
encies whil'h, though few dil:>('erlled them thell, 
he was ahI<> to l:>E'e around him in their germ 

However this lIlay be, it seems to me that the 
('elltral idea,-or, if olle ChOObe& to call it '50, the 
Ie '3'>011 ,-of "Killg Lear" i'3 the one I have endea 
vOUled to up~('ril)(' Bearing thi., along with u~ 
a., our guitllllg thought, let U~ tum to see how 
f:u' It give., lIlP;tIling, and unity, alld impressive

ne"" to the tragedy in all Its pattb 
It i" Shakp'!pt'ure\ mallner to makf> hi., opening 

8(·elle., '3iglliiicRllt of all th,lt i" to follow 'I'll£' 
opening h('Plle of "KiTlg Lear" i" 110 ex(·pption to 

the rulp Cleady aIHI Plllphati(·,lll." it ['etl:> forth 

the pmpOi t of the pldy. The cowlllet of the 
king i" of ('ourr,1:' the chief thing to be (Ih"e1'v(ld in 
it HI., ('oll(hwt i" !-.tr:tllge, improbable, olle is 
indin(l(l to "a~, outragf'ou., It i" '!o olltrag'('ou", 

that Dr Bucknill, in hi.., well-known book, la),1' 
down that war lllU..,t lw reg,1l'ded a.., ma<l when 
he first appeal s UPOll the st,t~e Thi., I am not 
disposed to admit Or rath~'r perhaps I should 
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put the matter thu~, In deference to Dr. 
Bucknill's authority. I am willin<r to allow that • t" 

there are indi('atiollN from the outset that the old 
king's mill(l is not altogether Hound, But that 
this incipient di::.t u1'lJan('(' of his lIlt'lltal halan(>f' 

is the dil'eet l'ause of what he "!H~·.s and does, I 

must uellY, The fa<'t ii-> that, whilt· lIlany of Dr. 

Hueknill's remarkb art' ill:-.trlll'tiy(' and acute, he 
tends to see ill this lIlajebtic tll'ama littlE-' lIlore 

than a eart'f'ul study of a ('::..,e of luntt<'Y' It it> 
gladly eOIl('edt,d that Rhake..,peal'e note..,. with 
wOlluprful insight alHl It('('LU',II'Y. the !tatun' and 

progress of tIl(' king"" Hit'lltal malady; hut it i" 
impossible· to admit t It,lt the whole play tUI"IIH Oil 

the singh· fiu,t that it:-. pl'Otagollist is mall. 

But if LpnI' i:-. not iliacI frolll the hrginniIlg, what 

is to lw said about the viulent illlproLaLility of 
his ('onduct r He intend.., to he~t()w thr most ampl£' 

third of hib kingdom upon his he~t-Iovp<l daugh
tpr. Simply he('aLtsl:' bill;> l'(lfll~eS to make largp 

l)wfcssioll of a love whi('h lIlauy bygone year!:> 

llavp shown to 1)(' real, alld whi(,h her father eall
lIot doubt at heart, It(' not only depriYe~ her of 



28 

her share but drives her dowerless h\to exile. 
Coleridge well remarks that tIlere is no other , 
il1stallee in Shakespeare of such a wild improb-
ability. No doubt, improbable enough events 

{)('cur in other plaYA; hut in no case but this is 
the entirf> action macle to turn upon an event so 
unnatural, and indeed illC'rediblE'. It is true that 
the irnpmbability i'3 found in the original story. 
This, however, i ... not a "'llffiC'ient explanation. If 
the '3tOl y in all it'l fE'atures had not '3uited Shake'3-
pf>are'& purpo'l(\ he wa.., free, 111:. ha"! been explained 
~lhovf>, to modify it in allY way he plea&ecl; or he 
would not have dlO'>en it at all to lw thE' hTt·Olmd
work of his play Here i"l how I regard the 
matter. Lear\, pn~ject of dividing- the kingdom 
mu.,t not be too c1o'3ely connected with his deter
mination to make trial of his daughters' love. 
The divi"lioll has been resolvf>d on hefore tIle 
action of the play hegins Partly from au old 
man's wearinE'''!s of tlw care'> of state, partly from 
the fef>liug- that the new ag-e that is C'omillg on 
presellt'3 problem"! wIuch require to be dealt with 
hy f1(:'.,h",1' lllimI ... , the king has rf>solved to abdi-
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catle. His arrangements for the future gO'V61'U

Dlent of the kingdom are determined, rwt 9111y 
by his ha\'ing three daughters, but by the feeling 
that the circumstauces of the age require that 
the rulers &ha11 COllH:' nearer to thf' rulE"d. H~ 

feels that it is an age of transition. He feels that 
the soriety whieh he lu1.8 long directed i& df'velop
illg, and acC'or(lingly th.t.t the government it needs 
must become more complex. Something will bt' 
done to meet the diffi('ultitl~ of the new age if 
ea('h ruler i~ lllmle to rule over a smaller area, 
with which he ('.ill make him~elf more illtimately 
acquainted alld for the wallt~ of whieh he eau 
therE'fore more minutely ('are. At any rate, for 
whatever reason, it i~ fixed that the kingdom is 
to be tlivided. It is ahKr fixed that Cordelia is to 
have the large~t ~hare Settletl determination 
is ShO"'l in the form of the q uebtiou put to her: 

" What can you say to dm'~ 
A third more opulent than your Mif!tel'll? Speak," 

The king feels E>urt> of an answer which will 
justify the resolution he has already corne to. 
For it is not merely an old man's freak that has 
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led him to make the obtaining of a share of his 
kingdom depend on an avowal of love. As 
appears so fully in the sequel, Lear is not a mere 
impetuous and l'e('kless warrior. He is ob.~rvant 

mul thoughtful. In some sense, he is even wise. 
As his 101lg reign has gone 011, he has bElen learn
ing that thE' sYRtem of authority on the one side 
and passive obe{}ience Oll the other, 110 longer 
:-;uffiees. lit' feelR that the need has ('orne for a 
higher style of rule than his has ever heE'u. He 
ieeli:; that of such rule tlw prime efoifoiential ele
ment is deLa('hment from self, altruism, devotion 
to something Iwyond one'l-{ own fE'elings or one'R 
OWIl illten'sts. We lIlay ('all it by what name we 
<'hOOl-{E'. The highest nanw for it, and Shakes
peare's lllUllf> for it, i~- Lov('. The thought 
_"trikes tIw oM killg that he will emphasize this 
need for love ill those who l'll]P. He will make 
his devolution of ant hOl'ity dplwnd 011 an assur
aHee that thil-i U1ll'>elfi~h principle is strongly at 
work in th08(:, who are to ('omf' aftf'r him as 
ruJers. Thereby he hopes to teach a greatly 
lleedf:'u lesson, and at the same time to get a good 
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excuse for the prefereu('e he means t.o bllOW to his 
youngest daughtE'r. For he has no shadow of 
doubt that she will best stand the teRt which he 
proposes to apply. 

The old mall has a grand idea, aud a true one, 
ill his milld. He ft:'t:'ls that 'lelf-forgetfllllo\'f must 
he all. RetiYe elemellt ill any kind of ~O\ ernm('ut 

t hat is to be buitable to the ('omlitioll of the 
governed awl thel't:'fore fittt'd to }JrolllOte their rE'ru 
welfare. So far, hI:' j" in a(h'all('e of hib time. lie 
rec'ognizE''3, a-; 0111y wi"e men tlo, tht' dt't'l>t'bt want 

of the coming age. It i~ ill hi" Ilwt 110<1 of apply
illg hi" grt'at idC'a to practi('t' that Iw HO greatly 
err.,. IIi .. erml' -.priJlg., from tIl(' ill1Jll:'riouh tem
pt'ramt'llt that i" c'harac'tC'ril->tic' of the man, amI 

.11<1,0 charactel i"tic' of tIl<-' aw' whi('h ought now to 

pa-'b awa) , He underbtands tlH' ab'lol11te 1H'('('>'lsity 
for loyt', lIt' does not umh'l'''talld how love 

('an hI:' awakl:'lled and set to work. So he snatch
e<; at what he ('olll'eives to be the reatlie&t and 
(lni<'kel'lt mean., of realizing hi'! ideal. He thinks 

that deep prin('ipl~ of life <'an ht> mallufaetllred 

to order. He fails to see the neef'%ity for that. 



slow development, that patient w,aiting, which tbe 
inflexible order of the world make$ an indispen
sable condition of any real and enduring good. 
It is told of a certain well-remembered BchO£>1.. 
master that in endeavouring to instil good prill
cipl~s into his boys his method of exhortatiOl>t 
was like this. "The Scripture saYb 'I.ove thy 
neighbour a~ ~hybelf.' You are bound to love 
your neighbours. If you do not love your ueigh
bours I'll flog YOll. The Scripture tells you to be 
pure ill hf'art If you are not pure ill heart I'll 
flog you" It is easy to see that thi& schoohn~
ter's lllPthod was JlOt only mibtaken but absurd. 
Lear's plan for seetuing that love should be 
active ill the rulers who came after him, i~ 

about equally absurd. 
Shakespeare makes Lear'!:! great error take thi& 

simple, outrageous, incredible, form ill order that 
the le8soB may be plain. But it is an error which. 
in shapes less erude, men, and even men who are 
earnest (lnd ill some ways wise, are constantly 
committiug. They see that some particular thing 
is good, Lut tIley bestow 110 thought OIl the way 
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in which the order of the world allows it to be 
obtained. They devise ways of their own for 
getting it,-f"ommonly the ways that they regard 
as most direct and speedy. They forget that good 
got in an evil way would ('ease to be good. even 
if it were possible so to get it. They fill'get how 
all thing"! around tlH'lII teadl that what is pre('iouN 
and la8ting comes on I) by lOIlg-('olltillued growth. 
The highe':lt of all teachillg makes it prominellt 
that the kingdom of God-that is everything 
that il'l pure, and salutary, Rlt(lnohle-ifol like th(-L 
~eed cast into tlw groulld, which slowly, step by 
Rtep, grows towat'(l~ its perf('('t fruit "mall 
knoweth lIot how." Every Hook of history may 
8uppl~' ill nstratioll of how ('Ollllllon and how fatal 
is the mistake of tryillg to run ('OUllt€'r to this 
divilll' law. It i~ the mistakp of those who ",eem 
to SUPPO&C it po!'sible in a single generation, if 
lIot ill a single year, to put into full operatioll in 
India those priu('iples and forms of government 
which, rightly enough, they regard as in them
selves the best. Shakespeare shows what thit' 
mistake results in. The false is preferred to th(-L 

a 
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true. Glib profession is honoured. Slow sincerity 
is rejected a.nd despised. A welcome is given to 
the quick-springing seed which has faHen on th~ 
'!!tony ground. The seet! UpOll the good ground, 
from which alone there can ('ome a harvest, is 
nnvaluE>d if not unnoticed. What evils follow 
from the preferenee of loud profession to that 
low sound which ... revt'rbs no hollowness," this 
play makes clear. 

The opening SCE>lle further Hotes for U~ how 
fa.nIts :;t..ill ding to tho~e who upon the wholE> 
are good and true. Shakespeare knew well that 
all human g-oodness hall it" lInperfeetions alld 
its stains. Neither here nor elsewhere, does hf> 
present the f,tultless monster~ which are the 
delight of inferior arti!;t'l, though they are un
known in l'E>al life. Cordelia, bill('ere and loving
though she be, is yet blameworthy She cannot 
be acq llitted of a certain l:lelf-will and obsti naey. 
Love for her father should have made her see 
the (langer, hoth to him and to the nation, of 
direetly thwarting him. Yet she allows herself 
to b~ provok~l into most perverse speeches, and 



35 

her 'Sullen uuder-statement of her love make. ,itl* 

(l\\'1l contribution to the calamiti~s that thllow. 
Had she adequately voiced her }oye, IR.ar, (:ravillg 
.as lie was for loud thing-s, might stillllave heen 
Ilnsatisfie<l; but his pasKioll would have had less 
of~x(·use. and might have be~n less ex('esHive. 

Again, the Oi)f'Jling S('E'IW lif'r\'es to show thft.t 
Cordelia is not the Oil])' (Ille in wLom the unselfM 
ish low' is :wtive wliil'h the agt' so weat]y Ileed-s, 
:lI1d for whir>h l,(;'ar "') rIghtly ('rnvps. Kent 
alfo!o low>s, HilS is that true love whi('ll dot's not 
~hrink from 1'<-'1' roof, from oppositioll, or from 
}lllger, wheu t he Sf' are 1H'('f'ssllry foJ' the good of 
the objc('t of 10v(>; thollgh lA-aI', like many 

~'theI'8, ('annot K(>(' that love whi('h thus eXprC88e8 

it~elf is gf'lluine. Bllt {\rror l\.lHl lack of wisdom 
are still plainer in Kent than ill Cordelia. His 
violenee awl pa'lqion are ('llough to drive any 
hot-tempellf'd man, mo.,t of all a hot-tempere(l 
old king, beyond all bOllJuls of self-control. 
Kent also 00ntributes not a little to the cataR
t.rophe, 

Thus the opening seene shows how in til. 



imperfect world even those who are good and 
true have real faults, and how tlwir faults, when 
given way to, lwip to work out evil for the good 

themselvcl'l amI for all around them. Yet, how
ever hrrave their faults, those in whom there IH 
unselfil'lh love are the ollly possihle source of 
good. From tht>llI aiolle, ('all come the correctioll 

of the FvilH of tll€'ir time. Their ilLfiuenee alOllf' 
call avail to hrillg in a better time. All this fullr 
appear~ as the aetioll of the play proceeds. 

01l( ~ lUOrf', it lllllHt bf' noticed ill this opellillf! 
s{'elw how lightly Gloucester thinks of his own 
violatiolls of moral rule. He makes vulgar jest~ 
Oil his ullfaithfuhlt'ss to tIl€' marriage tie, even ill 
til€' presl'II('e of the youth Oil WhOIll his sill hal'l 
fixed tIlt' brand of illegitimacy. Wllt'll a Ulan ~o 

good alld kiwi in UlallY ways as Gloucester, ill 
whom ('olls\·iplw(' and loyalty are far frolll dead. 
can not only ('ol111uit but eYf'Il jest ahout so groHl'I 
a sill, there i~ proof that the i~lInily life of t11(' age 
is rotten to tIlt' ('ore. It is hy the moral dis('iplillf' 
of the home, by the influence ,of parellt~ UpOIl 

dlildrell, of (·hildren on one another, and also of 
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,ehildren on their parents, that the unselfish love 

which is at the root of all sodal good is awakened, 
trairwd, a1l<1 made ",1fectivI:'. Whl:'u family life is 
Hot controlled by moral laws and directed to 
llloral ends, thert> is no hope of a high tone in the 

.'ommullity at largf'. 

At this poiut the further rf'lllark may be made 
that the wi('kedlless, amI particularly the ruth

\etlSllPbS, whidl Edmund displays, is direetly COIl

lIected with his fatIwr's immorality, TIl(> f:tther 

will !lot have one with !-.IH'h a brawl as :Edlll\llul 
bears c'outinually hesidl:' him. HI:' has therefore 

heen away,- we know llot where, hnt uuell:'f IlO 

good infiuI:'IH,t',-for nint> yt>ars, alld it is illtended 

to "'1:'11(1 him away agaill, Separated thus from 

tIlt:' telHlt>r Yf't disriplinary influellces of home, 
awl treatl:'rl :t<; all ontc'ast(" it i'l not wonderful 
that he has grown up )'('ganUesH of ev(>rythillg 

t'X('I:'pt hi~ own dNlirf's aIHI iutere'lts or that he 
"howR little ('are for a fatlwr who has been 150 

('areless about him. ThuH does olle evil ('ver lead 
QIl to other,> p('rhaps stillmore t(,lTible thaH ito;elf. 

Sueh is thp c'onditioll of matteI''! whil'h the 
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:It nee(\s reformation aml restraint. Yet it has 
progrieSRE'<.l. it lUI'! pafil~ed the stage when it Cfl.tl 

be healthily held togethpr by f'xtf'rnal forC'E'. The 
fennentation ha'l begun within it whi('h makes it~ 
member" jmlgE' antl apt for themselves. The tilnf> 
has ('ome whE'1l tlH'Y uoth will do this and ought 
to do it Yet tIl(> iu'wartl restraints whidl ought 
to take the plaCE' of E'llfol"('E'd authority, are (,Oll

'Spi(,uou81~ wanting. Even a fairly good man likr
Gloll('Pc::tf'r i"! (If'ad to SOlDt> of the most f'Iem€ntaQ 
('ollf .. itlE'ratioH"! of dnty and moralit~· He SeE'H 
how untl tht> time io;. lip declar£>s it to IH~ 

lwyoml hope oflwtternwllt :-"We have '!een tlw 
be~t of Ollr time; lWl('hillatiollb, ho11oWllE'S!ot. 
tt"f'aelw'ry, amI all lt1 utillou-, di,>order-, f()Uow u.., 
ili"lq uiet ly to onr gra\ (l'!" IT e dOl·" not sep that 
811('h ('(mduet a'> II(> not only alkm ~ but make/<' a 
jMt of in llis own ca!'>£>, is an important cau!ote of 
the diRordel8 he lament" 

Meanwlul(', the principl< .. which may bring- in a 
brighter day i<; at work in I>ome. I..ear feels tLf' 
need of ul1selfh,h Ion' and, in a blundering and 
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h8$ty way, tries to 8e(~Ure it in. the future rWBrfI 
~d to make it the bond of society ~lOl\( .~~ 
ruled. Sllt'h love is, moreover, the anim.~ing 
print'iple in Cordelia and in Kent. Their aims 
and IE:'u.ding priueiples are unselfish and high. 
,liut their unfeigned love is hindered from follow~ 
ing its right ('ourse or having its right effect by 
waut of prudf:lwe and defects of temper. In aU 
three, good seed for the future has heen sown; 
but it is growillg ill the midRt of thorns, and tht" 

thoms, if ther havf> \lOt chokf'd it, hav(l availed to 
keep it hack fr01l1 lwa!'iug itfot propel' fruit. 
Through impatience, imprmlence, violence, obsti
nacy, and self-will, op{'ratillg in differeut degreel'i 
ill each of them, tlH'ir hopf's are disappointed, 
and, at all ('V('llts f<)r a. time, their infiuenee is set 
aside. Through deff:'('t'i in the eharaeters of those 
three, o~ whom all are fundamentally good whit£> 
o/w is eminently loveahlf', mischief gets 8001'(> 

to work. The evil whieh it might be possibl£> 
to ehf."ck at an early stage is now irrevocablE'. 
It must run it'S ruinous eourse before it can be 
cured. Through the stubborn unwisdom of King 



Lear and the failure of those in whom love exi~ 
to aet rightly at the eritical moment, the evil 
personages of the drama find their opportunity. 
Honeril and Regan become powers at once, and 
open the way for others as wickt>d as them .. 
"{lIves. For a time, evil is triumphant. But th~ 
triumph of evil iR never lasting, pl'ovilled the 
good COllSf'nt to make efforts am} sa('rifict>s and 
to bear Ruffering in order to ('ounterwork it. I 

As this great pallorama of life unrolls, it is 
possible in all its scenes up to the tragi(' ('lose to 
Lraee the first great master-thought of 8hake
"peare,-the thought that, in the ordinary pro
('ellure of this worM, evil works out l'.uffpring, 
'lorrow, tlisappointmellt, until it passes away in 
hopt'lesR misery as it were by its own weight. 

Thit{ may be outlined in th(, first place in the 
fates of Ooneril and Regan. There is some Rlight 
(listin(·tioll betwePIl the ('haml'ters of the two 
unnatural daughters. Gouf'ril is tlll' more forward 
of the two and the more original in wil'kednesR. 
Regau only follows suit; though, as often happens 
when a weaker natur(' has OllC'e g'one wrong, she 
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fairly outdoes the monstrosity of her sister in 

~ end. At the ontset, however, c;he has di<l
_b('tly greater relics of humahity. She is more 
yielding and more retiring. If she had not been 

infiuen{'ed by her "1i"ter, pt>rhap'l she would have 
.acted decently if not rightly. Her father neVf'r 

{)penly {'urse'! her a<\ hE' <'ur'les GOllf'ril. He 
..,peaks of her a'> more "temler-lwfted" When 
he fil.lwies himself '1Ittillg in jwlgmellt, he says: 
... Let them anatomil.f' Hegall; <,e(' what hreeds 

about her heart" He ('a.nnot l.lf'lieve that lwr 
heart, whatever ma~ he tIl(> ('asf' with GOllf'ril':.;, 

Ie; turned illto It .,tone If only that whieh hreed<; 

about it ('an hp eut <twa), it will lwgin to :wt 
like a heal t again 

But, wIth whatever 'lmall dlflerew'p, the two 
lllOl1'lteJ"1 are 011 tIlt' whole all ke. Tlw thoughts 

{)f both are takf'1l up \\ith 'lE'lf alone. No shadow 
of a ('OW'PptlOll \ l"'lt.., tlwm that tIl£' powE'r and 
rank that have &(,(,1 ned to them imply any eor

responding dutie.., 'I'll(> sole ("wI of pO \fer, in 
their view, is to gain more power and to satisfy 
their own de"irt''' ~~or this, they arl:' rt'ady at 
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the outset to he hypocrites and lia:rs..Witllom.: 
aqua.lIn" they mock the high impulse .Qftheil.\ 
father.by mouthing out pretencesof.allaff~tiQi\ 
of the very natnre of which they have. no i<lea~. 
After this first step into the stream of evil, the~r 
are cartied headlong in its eourse. All barriers 
by whieh ordinary people are restrained are swept 
away. The respect for a pa.rent whieh even the 
most abandoned ordinarily feel, and in Goneril's 
ea.'le the respect of a woman. for her husband. 
eount absolutely for nothing. Pity they have 
none. Publie opinion they eare for as little ,as for 
the eustomary eanons of morality. What they 
eoneeive to be their own interest is the only thi-pg 
that touehes them. So, dead to every illfluenee 
that makes for good, they driye onward to their 
ruin. The merey that has a place in the govern-

• 
ment of the world secures that they are not left 
without eheeks and wa.rnings. GOlleril is reo 
monstrated with by the right-thinking if slow:
acting- Albany. To Uegan, the violent death of 
her husband comes as a still more emphatic 
warning of the danger of the path she is pursuing., 



AU ~uch checks are vain. Their bearts are hard .. 
&noo against all pri('kin~ and admonishments. 
They come a('cordil\~ly, when their <:oursE' is run, 
to the end appointed for those who make self 
stipl'eme and thereby hand themselves oyer to 
the powers of evil. Their hopes are disappointed, 
their plans defeated They die despised. They 
<lie without repentau('f', alld f'V(:,ll without re
morse. As is said of tht>lU: "tlwy desperately 
are dead:' Failure, ruin, de~olatiol\, sum up 
their history in thi~ ~ odd amI, so far as man 
('an forecast, there i<; HO hope for them ill any 
other. 

Th(:' df'served de&tIU('r ion of the unnatural 
daughter., ('arries with it the destruction of thost" 
who take tlwir part ,lIll1 whose ('harnctet'') rE'
~emble theirs. CtwlIwall pen~he'l through tht" 
horror whi("h his deeds arouse III one of his own 
retainers. Uawald, after a long-er interval, comes 
to a. like end, the fitting- tool of an ulls('rupulous 
mistres.'l. IJike her, he has sold himself to evil ; 
thou~h a.t one point there is something in him to 
admire. Some solitary virtue not seldom survives 
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in men whose character is evil. In Oswald there 
is some touC'h of the virtue of fidelity. In 
~pite of strong temptation, he will not betray his 
mistress. But that olle good feat ure does not 
'Save him. Men are judged and their fate deter
mined not by isolated point'!, not by some relies 
of good on the one han<1 or evil on the other, 
but by their general bent of character and will, 
by the path through life whi«'h they d('liberately 
follow. 

That Hin hringR 'Infipring and ruin in tIl(-> 
long rUll, appears most {'learly of all in Edmund 
a'l ill him also it iF! plainest that the root of evil is 
the want of that love for which the family is tht:' 
natural home aIHI place of training. In family 
liff\ whell it i"l hut dpcently '!oUJHl, eVPIl ordinary 
lllell learn to have some regard for the feelings 
and the welfare of others and to "let ohjeetl'l before 
tlWlll whi{'h are not, in the narrowest sense, self
reganling. In sllch family life Edmund has had 
no share. The room left yacant in his nature 
beeause no '!entinwnts of tluty or affection are 
·dieited and nnrtnred in him, M tht:'y are in the 
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early year~ of most mE'n, is usmped by self alone, 
Hence come the treachery, the lying, til(> plotting, 
which, in spitE' of his admirahle energy and 
nimbleness of wit, weaYe a ('oil of trouhle round 
him which nothing but his death can disentangl ... 
And in his death tlwre is no hope, allY more than 
in that of the women whom he has tried to mak .. 
his tools, as they have triell to nutke a tool of him. 

It is true that befol(' EdmuIHl disappears lw 
say": "Some gootl I mean to do de&pite of Ulillt· 
own natm'f'" It Set'lllS. at fil'.,t Ki;.!ht, lUI if It .. 
made a better f'lld thall hi~ (,Oll;.!ellers Gonel'il 
and Regan But hri("i ('on"j(leratioll ~how~ that 
there ib littlf' difrt:'rf'IH e, "'That difler'ellee thert-> 
is serVt's chiefly to empha"ize thf' brutality of hi", 
selfishllebl'l. Thf' thing he llWltll., to do, to SUY .. 

the lives of COl'd('lia and J.k:tl. ifoo. 110 doubt, R!o> 

he eaUg it, good. But it ib not hf'('ausp it is good 
that he means to do it N"eithet' i"! there tlu:
smallest sign of repentalH'e for tllt' murdpl' he has 
planned. Whether his intendf'd victims ar~ 

to live or die, is a matter of' indifference to him. 
Now that he has nothiu;.! to gain by their death. 



lie is williugto let them live. The best th4>tle.Ml 
be said· of his dyingseene is thatit·.showsthathe 
does not revel in evil for its own sake,asSbak.e ... 
speare makes Iago do in the master-:-portrait 
among his villains. Edmund does evil without 
scruple when it suits him, but he will just a.s 
soon do what men eall good when it does not 
hurt himself in any way. It may be doubt&l 
whether such callousness to every moral con
sideration does not betoken a nature as deprave<l 
even as lago's. 

But it is not 011 those alone who are unloving 
and deliberately wieked that error brings sutI'er
ing, brings ruin that ill some respects is irre
mediable. On the ruin that his faults bring 
<lown 011 Lear, despite the goodness of his heart 
and the nobility of his aims, it is needless to 
enlarge. His intolerable sorrow is the centre of 
the ae.tion, the point on which attention is fixed 
throughout. He has proved unable to di$
tinguish the genuine from the false, and the 
penalty is exaeted to the uttermost. .In hasty 
ill.,temper, he ha.'3 put from him the love for 
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-which he {'raves, the love that might have saved 
him. His self-will and obstinacy and violenee 
.are 8S certainly instrumental in his undoing 
as the want of natural affection in his daughters. 
&I"h reader of the play must tra('e thE" step$ 
of this undoing for l1imself. It is to bt' felt. 
not to be df's('rihed. I..et me only point to hiR 
<1eep sense of the failure of all his plans both 
for his kingdom's good and for the (luietude 
of his own life's evening, allel to hi~ ~ense that 
he has made him"elf ridi('u}OllS, It thing not to 
be endured hy a man of H temperament so 
imvetuons a'l hi!!, [l.m1 [l.t the ':lame time so 
dignifi('d alld proud. Then too, he has been 
wounded in hi'l deepest atIp(·tiolls by the sup .. 
po.'Sed want of lo\'e on the part of' Cordelia, while 
also he ('annot (luiet thf' haunting rlonbt that his 
own obtnseness and imlensa.te violeuee have 
brought this crowuing disappointment on him . 
.:\. mimI already weakened by the approach of 
age, and perhaps by thf' beginnings of disease, 
~nnot but be unhinged by such things. When 
his last hope of resting in some quiet ha.ven of 
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love and peace is sllattere<l through the unspeak
able and immoveable ingratitudE' of Goneril and 
Regan, no wonder that his mind brE'aks down 
entirely. ~or should noti('e bE' omitted of the 
effect of th£' effurts of thE' Fool to divert thE' 
thouf!htR of the king from tht' harrowing themes 
that ht' iR dwelling OJI. The Fool's jests are well
intelltioned. They ar£' full of wisdom. Thf'y 
are patheti(' in the earnestness of the love from 
which th£'y spring. Yet thpy are ineffectual: 
and, be('ause ineffectual, prohably do more to 
:tggravat~ than to alleviate tlw misery of tIlt:" 
sufferer. 

It ought further to he observed at this point 
t.hat LeI-no's initial errol' is 1I0t the ollly uause of 
the suffpring he has to endure. He is distiu(,tly 
going furtlwr wrong as long as he is in any 
measure sallf'. Hi' is ilHlp('ently violent through

out. Hf' eXf'r('is('s no prudf'lwe or self-restraint 
in meeting till' ('alamities which, to a lal'gf' 
extent, he has brought upon himself. He never 
tries the efl(~(·t of gentle words. He makes no 
attempt in a.ny way to arouse the tender feeling!' 



w!li('h perha.p$ are not "'holly extinguished U~ 
his daughters. On the contrary, he prov()kes 
GGrwil by language which is indeed tboroughly 
deserved, but whiC'h it is not on tbat S,C('OllDt; 

either wise or right for a father to employ. 
lA.-elong he <:u.rses her; and plainly the (\Urge iK 
a,n ex.pression of anger n.ot at the evil which he 

sees in her, but at the indignities infli('ted on 
himself. To Regau, he knet'is in savage mo('kerY.; 
till, not inappropriately, she tells him that he iN 
U!~iug "u.ns~ghtly tricks." His whole treatment 
of his daughters, thou~h very natural, is unmis~ 
takeably undignified and wrOlll!. 

No doubt, one may safely say that no method 
of treatmellt would have re('laimed them; but 
bis method is one that will never reclaim any 
one. It is a method that, wlwr{""er it is appliE'd. 
ensurE'S that the wrong-doer will go still further 
wrong. The father's coursE' of (,A)fuluct only 
furnishes the daughters, n.ot with any excuse or 
t'Vf'n palliation, but with a flimsy pretext for 
their ull¥rateful cruelty. 

Thus, even in those who like Lear are at 
4 
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bottom good, evil developes further evil and 
brings ever deeper and deeper misery in its 
train. At last, he becomes mad. The utmost 
calamity that cau come 011 humanity as we 
know it, takes entire possession of him. Probab
ly the point where passion, uncontrolleu excite
ment, and incipient disease, pass into a total 
un"eating of reason, is marked by the exclama
tion: "0 fool! r shall go mad ;" though it is not 
until he has the supposed Tom of Bedlam to 
keep him in COlllltpnance that his madness be
('omf'S undisguisf'd amI violf'ut. Rut the diffi
('ulty of marking the mOllwnt whell disorc1f'r of 
mind passes into downright mac1ness, is itself an 
tlx('ellencf'. It is tl'llP to nature. Even if one 
grant" that Ilear'..; mind is not quite sound when 
the play begins, still, if it were not for his awful 
trials, he might have enc1ed his days in dignity 
and honour, if not with a rf'putation for wisdom 
at least without a suspicion of his sanity. Each 
'lhock as it comes wf'akens the control of reason 
over his actions and over the sequence of his 
thoughts. Who "hall say when the "thin par-



tition .. between what men call sanity and wlUtt 
men call madness is (,ompletely broken down P 
The time COlllPS when no one near him ean doubt 
that I..ear is mad; but in the play, as in llltturt; 
the transitions from one mental (,ondition to 
another elude observa.tion. Be this as it may, 
the madness of the leadillg personage is the 

I fitting symbol of the ('onfufo\iou and the misery 
which (·vil in its natural ~\"Orking IUU8t pro<lu('e 
when it is lIot eontrollf'd by the untwlfiosh l()v{~ 

which alollc can efieetllally <'ombat it. 
It is time to turn to the other thought whieb 

l'egulateK the ('ollRtructioll of tlw play. Evil, Hot 

hy arbitrary or supernatural interfcreuec hut ill 
virtne of its inlwJ"(:'ut alld illviucihle telldf>Iwy~ 

hringl"> ~l1fr{'riJl:.r with it for all on whom it takes 
hoM. That i" the first regulativE> prilleiple. The 
Kf'('ond i<; that the final issll(' of tlw Flufiering thus 
t>ntailed derwuds upon the character of those 
who "uffer and upon the way in which that 
~·lmractpr leads them to act in t.heir time of trial. 

It has been note(l alr<.>a.dy how the eheeks amI 
warnings that eome to them, how the wllole 
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discipline of life, takes no etlect on those ~ 
deliberately make self their one cow.'ern and Ai8U 
themselv~ to evil. Edmund, Gonelil, and 
Re~ remain uHafi'el'ted either by their awn 
,·rimes or by the miseries arouml them. They 
baw madt' up their mill{l'l to be nn the side ·of 
t"'\' il and to despiMc> all that makeij fOl' good. On 
them, ae('onlingly, (,(Hllplete a.nd irNtrievable
ruin <:OlOeij. And it ('omes as in a moment. It 
.·omes in what they think their hour of triumph. 
when all their plaJl~ ~em prosperillg and the
th.illgs f(w which they havE' bartered tlH'ir soult

l->eE'm seeurely in tlH'il' g-ntbp. It is an illustration 
flf that tf'rrible old sayill~ ahout the wicked. 
when tlH'.\ appeal' to be ha&tt'lling towardb per
fE'(·t Yi("tor~: "tlwir feet ~han blide in dUf tillle." 

But the diseiplim· of lifl' hal. g-t'lltlel' i88Ue& for 
dlOSE' who haVE:' lwt dibtirl("tly ..,aid ,. Edl be thou 
my ~oo<1." 'For example. thf're ib G/oW'e.stel'_ 
He is w<:"ak of will. Ht" it> &elf-ill(lulg-ent alul ha~ 
fallen into shameful vi('p. He makE's no prote&t 
when thE' fOl'('es of (-'\;1 are plainly begiuning to 
l)re\'ail. Yet thel'e i ... a point beyond which Ill" 



53 

will )l()t go. Faith antI klyalty are &tiit ~ 
t'hID'l111eTe words to him. When be is (".,()nfrontM 
with the pxtremes of unnatural ingratitude, hiM 
moral being at laRt awakpR. }"'eebly, half-heart· 
ot"(Uy, yet at last nnmistakpably, hI' ranges llhn
,«"If on thE> side of duty and of right and bears 
-extremes of 8l\gui~h mther than de~rt it. 

'fhe moral WeakUf>KS of tlw man appears in 
the way in ",hidl he yif>ltls to ea('h 8UN'e88ivt" 

iuflueuee a'S it i" hrought to hear on him. 
Edmund easily t'ntraps him. Though hp loveg 
the king, he makeR no stand in his favour 
like that of thE' holder Kellt. Tn none of hig 
('han~res or fi\nff{>rin~1f!, is thefe a tra('e of th~ 
"tru~glf' whi('h rend'! the stronger mind of I.ear 
and iIWf('asN! hi., miRery. GIOlH'estel"s tendelwy 
i'3 to givp way to everything and to allow him
... elf to ht' the Rport of ('irf'umstalwes. He yields 
so elltirely to <,alamity th:tt hE' determines to 
h,ave 1'e<'onfSf' to tht> weak man's t-efllf£e of de~ 
,.;pairiug' ~uicidf'. If left to himself, hf' is eertain 
to be hopelessly vanquished in 'thf' moral battle 
.ofliff'. It is only help from without that rescues 
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him. HE' comes under the infiue[l('e of his ill
u.~ed son, in wholrt love is in full a<'tivity. The 
relics of good about him enable him to recof:.r ni1.e 
love when it appeals to him and he yields to its 
appeal, as he yields to everything. Under this 
influeu(,e, he learufo. at last to look feebly up
wards IIp ('omes to a good and joyful end. Hi~ 
heart" burt-,t" bmilingly." Such a man 1m" ill 
no bf'llbe merited su('h an end; but there i& merey 
at work on earth; amI" hen it finds &omething Oll 

which it ('an take hold, ('veil ill thobe who art' 
hoth weak and guilty, it sometimeb doe~ itb 
hlessed work Be('au:"e love ('mue'> near him and 

at last if'> wpl!'ollled by him, the dis('ipline of 

life has Hot heen wholly ill vain fiw Gloucester 
Similar i ... the ('aSt' of Albany. He is far frotH 

blamelebs in the talll-.de of f'vil that surrolllld., 

him. Yet there if'> an elf'ment in hib character 011 
whieh trOll hie work:" 80 at-, to re'>ult ill good, -ill 

good both fin' him'lelf and f()r othel"b through him 
Uy nature lw i'l backward, inatt(>ntin:', slu~g-iRh 

He stands ina('ti\'~' whf'ther unable to see what i" 
rig-ht or timi<1 ahout doing it, when prompt in-
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terference might perhaps still keep evil within 

bounds. He ori~inates nothing. He has none 

of the boldness, the masterfulness, the decision, 
whi('h his po::.itioll as a ruler calls for. It is but 

hesitatill~ly and feebly that ltt' oPllOses Goneril 
when at last he rt>tnollstratf'S with her. Never
theleRs, af:> timE' gOE'b on he learn/) both to judge 
rightly and to act vigmously and wisely. HE' 
sees the cleal duty of defending the kingdom 
again'lt foreign foe'l, evell when invasion has ill 
80me 'l€'115t' tight UpO.l itl- I>i(lf':-" For thib Lusi
ut'ss, it toU( lwth U5 at. Frallee invadfls tilt' land, 
110t bold.., the king" He quietly counterworks tlw 
wi('ke<l purpo<,t' of hi.., wife At the ('lose, in what 
he does to'\\ uI<li'> the French, towardR Edgar, to

wald" Edmund, and ill what he wii>hes to do 

toward" 1.e~11 and Cordelia, he is everything 
that a valiant (aptaill, a judicious rult>r and 

a mall of tender f(,{·ling ought to be. 

The pro('esi> of the ehangt> is not so apparent 

in Albany, as it is in Gloucester. The faet is 
('haracteri&tie. Moral change:, take pla('e obsc'ure
ly ill lllen like him, whose natures are reticent 
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• 
and slow. Nevertheless, the change is teal 
and in <'ourse of time becomes v~ry ma.nUest.' 
The punishment of error, the disciplin.e of 
life, has taken ~ood eft'ect on him. More
over, they have tanght him the need of unselfish 
love for securing the welfare and the progress 
of so('iety. He shows this in his invitati011 to 
Kent and Edgar, conspkuous as they are for 
love, to be "friends of his soul," to '" l'ule in 
the realm and the gor'd state sustain." 

To Albany, who has thus profited by the 
If'8son~ of life, ('omt>8 the duty, and the honour, of 
taking up thtl work whieh Lear has had the credit 
of seein§! that it is necessary to do, though perver
-sity, passion, and self-will, haVE> hindered llim from 
doing it. It devolves on Albany to rule and guide 
the nation in it~ passagE> from the condition in 
whieh <;ubmission to authority is the fil(}('ial bond 
into the higher statE' in whi('h larger frtledom 
jq not dan~erous, hE'('ause loye has gained some 
place and powf'r. It be('omes his honourablf' 
taRk to intr()(luce thf' more C'omplex organization 
in which individual eUf'rgy has a proper field 
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~nd contributes to th~ common good, 'Without 
tlhe risk of letting the powers of evil gain that 
ascendancy which destroys so many in the days 
{n!..ear and comes so nt'ar to destroying every
thing. The play end!! with Albany's taking' up 
this honourable burden with due dis(,E'Mlment of 
its difficulties, and with the nt'sir!> to get the bt>st 
help he ean in meeting them. 

"' King I.ear" tells us nothing of how far 
Albany sue{'eedt><l or of how the nation prospere(\ 
nnder hi:u. Fortunately, however, we are not 
without the llW811iol of learning sOIllt'thing about 
ShakE'spearE"", viE'w[o, (,OlH'E'ming the healthy 
growth of national awl s(wial life. He re
turned to the history of Britain when he wrotf:' 
" Cymheline," ahout 160!J. •• Cymheline " is the 
Odyssey to the Iliad of "King IRar." It setH 
forth the statt' of matters when some genera
tions have gOlle hy, thE' state of matters which 
we may presume that Albany has been ehiefly 
instrumental in substituting for thE' political and 
"Iocial ('onditioll which was becoming out-wom 
when Lear was King. In" Oymbeline," every ... 
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thing is comparati,'ely ealrn and regular. The 
king has still great power, but others also 
have their influence and take an orderly and fit
ting part in .tIl affilirs that touch the welfare of 
the eOIUJllllllity. There are laws which are under
stood, awl to sotlle fair extent obeyed. People 
have learnt, even the violent have learnt in some 
degree, to reRtrain themselves. There are vil
lains still, hut they do not get altogether their 
own way eVE-'Il for thE-' mOlllPnt. ThE-'yare COlll

pelled at leaHt to tlisguif-.E-' thf'il' villany, and so t(} 
I\.('kllowle<lge the &upel'ior !l0w('r of tIlt' many 
elemellts of good arouml tlwm. Selfisllllt'Hs is stilI 
at work, aH it is all(l will lw ill e"pry land and ill 
every so('ial stage; hut it doeH lIot rage with 
such llllbri(U('<1 fier(·eIlPl:->f-. HOI' dfer·t SUdl wide
spread havoc as in tilt> <layi'> of Edmund an(l 
Goneril an<1 Ht>gan. Selfislll1('ss is not elilllinatpd 
under the reign of Uymht>lillf>, but it uever gE-'t:-. 
the field to itself. It still works, .but it workH in 
fettNs. Soci(·ty haR reached a higlwr stagE' and 
assuIlwd a more complex form, and is at the same 
time inspired with a purer moral life. 
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The fact is that, by careful comparison of "King 
Lear" and" Cymhelitte," a most instructive study 
might be madf' of the ,-jews of Shakespeare -and 
what mU'5t Iti8 ,·jews ('Ollllt for !--concerning tilE> 
ends for whieh sOt'iet~" exi'lts and the ('ouclitions. 
on which alone it ('nIl both shun destruetion 
and maintain hl'alth and u'l{>flline'ls as it pl'ogl'eSSe'l 
from stage 1;0 stage Tn tIlt' pre'lPllt eS'lay, how
ever, it wouhl lw out of nlac'p to follow this line • 
of inquiry furth€'r, 

We lUu"t turn to noti('€' how the g'l'eat truth 
that mE-n's own c ham( t€'l'b dt,tprmirlP tIl(' final 
rE"'3ult of the trial" which tlwil' errorh cau'!e, i .... 
illu-.trated in the case of Kent In him there i'i
that lUl'lt'lfi"l. loyp whieh i" til(> ollly cure for tIlt .. 
rampant evil" of til(' time. TIlPl'f' ('annot be a 
doubt thnt his love i1'l both geuuint' and stroll/! ~ 
but im{lPl'fp(otjolls di1lg to it, awl to the mall him
Sf'lf, which redlH'e it in pra(,tic(> to a nwre inefft>c'
tual protest. There j'l littlc> r.;igll that K€'nt's love 
f'mhrace<; anythi1lg lIeY011<l thp per'Jon of the 

kinA-little Si¥ll that he eyen regards the king' 
as tllt' symbol of the nation's unity or th( ... 
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instrument of se<'llring its prosperity. His love 
is an unreasoned attaC'hment, entirely honftt 
but unmarked by any depth of insigbt or width 
of view. One thinks of it as having sprung 
np in his later years '«}lely through personal 
interC'ourse with the king, as having no deep 
roots ill thought or oDooJervation, as never having 

had a training in that di'3C'iplined family liff' 
whieh fits love to be of praetif'al and penn-a-
1Jent avail. At any rate, ill f:lpite of his utter 
forgetfulness of '3elf and hi~ earneFlt desire to 

lwlp, Kt'nt does little good He erUlllot lay 
aside thf' imperioll'l violelH'f' which ht'lon~ to 
tht> temper of the age. He v.--ill not take time 
to think of how his loving '3t'rvi('e can hest he 
hrought to lwar on the ('ircmnstan('e'!l around 
him. His temper i" ungovernable. Hf' gives way 
to it when H yery small infusion of wisdom 
might teaeh him to rf'strain it. TIm., he hinc1 .. rs 
too of tel 1 wht'l'e he means to help, until at 
last he aggravate"! the crisis which brin~l'8 tht' 
final <;troke of di<strf'<;s on the m3.<"ter whom he is 
g() anxioll'! to <;e1'Ve. 
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)foreover, as his untrained love does l~ot save 
~ froUl being inappropriately violent in his 
own person, so he falls into the tnistake of 
supposing that tht> evils of the timf> ('a1\ bE' 
cured by violem'e. His is that scheme of inva· 
moll. whidl only makeb. ('onfusion worse and 
works out the climax of the tragedy, Shake· 
speare dearly ref'ognisf'l:> the truth underlying
th,e well-woJ'll apophthegm that .. 1<'01'('(> is no 
remedy." Cin'ulUl'otall('eS there are in whkh 
force il:> valuable al:> pl'€parmg the way for the 
eUl'e of evil", but ('yen then it is not the ("w'e 
itself. There are other ('iITlllllstanC('t; in whh'h 
it only aggravates tIlt' f'vil" whi,('h it i"l meant to 
('ure. In the (,alse hefilre Ub, the forcible interven
tion of a foreign pow{>r ('ompel.-. the well-meaniup
Albany and all the lU()~t sound-hearted in tht' land 
to act as if they WE'rE' enemie'! to tht> king. Tht> 
t"vils of the time liE' far too deep to be met in the 
way in whieh Kent, out of thoughtless devotion 
to the merely personal interests of Lear, designs 
to meet them, His short-cut to the righting' 
of what is wl'On~ turns out to be as foolish 
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as Lear's short-cut to the establishment of love 
at the heart of the scheme of government. 
Kent is too honest and (,lear-sighted not to know 
that he has been a failure. In view of the 
('alamity whidl he hfl" helped to cause, he refuses 
Albany's invitation to jQin him in his attempt at 
reformation; an invitation, be it observecl, which 
:Edgar does nut del-line. Conscious that he hM 
hut marred where he has desired to mend, lw 
f(,('ls that for him opportunity is pa'>t . 

.. I haY!' a jOlJrnt'y, flir, ~hortIy to go; 
My ma~t!'r call~ Int', J llIu"t Hot ~ay n() .. , 

To Kt:'llt, with the sad ineffe('tiveness of his 
t'anIP'lt pllrp0'le and illlpa~'liOlH'd lov(', there is a 
('ompanion pi(·tUl'£' in TAe Fool. In him too 
1l1l!'1f'lfi.,h love is a('tiw. lIe po<,,,cs'les ill addition 
IlO '>mall amount of illf;ight an(l of wisdom. He 
1l11:'ans wpll in alllw <;ay'l and doc'l. ..Few things in 
literature are <;0 patheti(' a!'1 hi" attempts, :;tfter the 
fa<;hioll that hpiit'l a jP'ltel', to divert the thoughts 
and alleviate the mi<;ery of tht> king. But deep
~t:'atea e"il'l eallllot be rellwdie(l by jest'l, Hot 
t'ven though the je<;t<; '>how Wi'ltlulll a'l well as. 



63 

'Wit. And so the Fool,despite his incisive wisdom, 

passes away like a mist. 'Ve know not what 
bec'omes of him. We ollly know that he g-ives 
no real help to the maRter whom he lows so 
well. Perhaps IH' has only helped to madden 

him. It is among the sad mystflries of life that 
so mueh whidl i..; goocl aIHl beautiful and 

appears most hoppful, should ('ome to nothing, 
::t'l iloP'l this mO'lt love'tble of fools. When" out 
of fifty sped..,," Xature .. bring" hut one to ht'ar," 
the Ollf' that "lH'('{,fld ... ha'l oft/'ll 110 /o\ounder 
~el'm within, aIHl "'eelll"! no h{>ttf'r fitted to envi
ronment, than tIll> mallY that are failure.;. I t is 
a n'milldl>r of how littlt' WI> "el> pf the lIH':tning 
of thing.." t'Y('lI WlWll Wt' '>{'f' lllO'lt, that a heart so 
tpndt'l', a purpo"e ~o "ilwpre, aIHl a wi ... doll1 so 
rl>al, a'l tlw Fool'.;" 'lhould hp wa ... tpcl in th(· voia. 

In thi.., re ... p(l(·t, tIw Fool and Kent al'P obvious 
awl intelHlc>d contrasts to Edflar. IIis love is not 
more aetivp, nor i'l it more siw'ere, than theirs; 
bllt it ib 10\ e re ... trained and di'wiplined. It i'!l 
allied "ith prudell(,p awl with patiencE:'. It (':m 
wb,ely adapt it ... elf to what some ('all eircum-
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stances, or what others prefer to regard ~ the" 
providential opportunities whi('h life continually 
affords. It arrives, accordingly, at far happier 
issues. Edgar does not indeed ac('omplish nIl that 
one might wish. Gloucester dies. Lear is not 
rescued, nor Cornelia. The errors of all and tht'
sin'5 of many must bear their woeful fruit A<>tive 
and loving and thoughtful though be i~, Edgar" 
('annot do everythiug- Yet he doe!! something 
[file cannot preYf'nt, yet he alleviate!! misery and 

prepare!! fOl better day ... to ("ome His father" 
ilif's, but it i~ a happy death Edgar has the joy 
of tloing jU8ti('p aml yet of being reeOlwiled to 
the eYil-doel' whom it i<; right that he should 
punish He passe" fr om our" if'w going f()rward 
to tllf' noble duty of lwillg the rig-Itt halLd of the 
rul€'l" in leading a na,tioll on t()ward~ a noble de~
tiny To this extent -and ~urel) it i~ mu('h-
the 10H' that inspires him ha~ prevailed 

Edgar's is not erratic, vol('ani(', lovf' like Kent's. 
It has been df'velopf'd awl trained in early yeanl 
within a household wherE" hoth order and love 
prevailt'd, the Olle safe nursery for love that ib to 
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learn to adapt itself to life's t'ver-varyiu~ necessi
ties. For it is implied that su<'h, in some degree, 
was the household in whieh he was brought up. 
Doubtlt's~, he had brotht'rs and sisters not alto· 
gether uulike himself. Hi~ father too, 8u<,h as 

the play d('piets him, in spite' of wt'akne8S of will 
and mueh defect of chm'aeter, il'> far from unlove

able, and is one not likely to hav(-' bet'u altogether 

neglectful of pntemal duty Thus in :Edgar there 
is not only loY(' hy naturE"b gift, but love that 
has been nurtured and disC'iplille'<l amid favour
ing '5urrOumlilll!" ThE'rf'fore, whpn his trial ('OllleS, 

IH' i'i fouud :I" deft It" liP i" sincere He l}a"l an 
expt.diellt fot, eV('r~r noble ell<l thnt it beeomes 
hil'> <luty to "Iepk to gaill AI'> hal> oft(-,Il heeu 
remarked, he appearb in no less than si,1' <liffereut 
('haraeten, lIe he<ub himself wpH, and does SOlUe 

good, ill e\ ery OIlP of them. lie hru. lUuch persoll

al sum·ring to elldurf', and Rtill heavier than thi~ 
if> the borrow that ('omes to him through sympa
thy for other!) Rut all this hard discipline does 
him pnIy g-ood. Even in tIl(> low worldly sellse, 

he is su(,cessful ~ and, what is far more than 
5 



sucoess of that lcin<l to men like him, he nnru 
that. he is used as an instrument by tha.t powet 
above the world which~ even in the gloom, is ever 
making things tend in the direction of righteous
ness and joy. 

Nowhere does Shakespeare present 11is views 
on the diseipline of lift' and its effects, with 
greater dearness than ill his picture of C(lrde/ia.,
at least when her character amI history are 
rightly understood. Admiration for her c4arac
ter when it atta.ins it" full development, ten~pts 
one to think her perfert throughout; or a.t all 
eventl tempt~ one to rE>gard as right some parts 
of her conduct which the great artist who ereated 
her certainly regards as wrong. Among his crea
tions we find no pattern" of p('rfeC'tion, any more 
than we meet men or women ill the flesh who are 
entirely without fault'. In tIll:' works of Shake
speare, as sometimes in the rough walks of the 
{'ommon world, we meet with those in whom 
there are germ~ of every virtue, in whom the bent 
of feeling and of will is towards what is right and 
noble, and in whom life's trials develope those 
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germs and ~ollfirm that will until the pure gold of 
their goodness is set free from the .ore in which 
it is embeddE'tl at the outset. SUdl a one is Cor .. 
·delia. Yet in her, as in all, there are evil tenden
cies as well as p-ood. Her ft·elings and her It<'tioll$ 
are not always {lither right or wise, Hut whE'..r(~ 
"'Ihe errs, she snffers; and throllgh sutlering COJl1t"M 

to her the hles<;ed fruit of rapidly improving 
~'hara('ter, as is wont to happen WIH'll those who 
al'e "SOll1ld at heart a('\'ppt that lli"S('ipline of 
whi('h every nwmlrer of om nwp needs greater or 
..;;maller llwaSllre 

It ib true t}wl'e ItI'P ('riti('s who defend the 
denwanour and the "lwedwfol of Cordelia ill the 
()pening "wene Thf>y seem ullaLl(, to romprf'heml 
that olle '10 good upon tlw whol(' ('an err to any 
('xtent, or at any '!t!\gP. But this i'! ('t"rtainly not 
the impression that Shakp"-peart> means to lean'. 
Are t 11(-''>e coM "p(>(>('h(>8 of herR the beRt she ('an 
110 at '3ueh a ('risiFlr Gtant that it is natural for her 
to he provoked into going to one extreme when 
heT si'lters have gonE" ~o "Shamefully to the otheor: 
the question is not about what it is natura.l, but 
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about what it is right, for her to do. Her love

is far. beyond the expression that she gives it; 
and if one speaks at all, one has as little right to. 
err from truth by defect as by excess. She loves 
her father deeply. She knows how he ('raves for 
love. She knows how imperious he is, and how 
hot-headed. Oup-ht she not to have some eare for 
the f'vii that may (,OIlle, not to herself alone, if 
the kiug, on 1->0 important an o('('asioll, got'S oW 
into a fit of pas.,ioJl r Her own fortunes she mar 
bf> excused for endallgering, out the welfare hoth 
of killg awl kingdom has a daim for lllll<.:h greater 
thought thnn she hestuws on it. It is her dear 
duty to &peak the truth abollt her lo,-e, even if 
it })(> asked at a stnlllgp time and in a fantasti(
way. 

The fa('t is that, in the opening B(-ene, ('or
dplia makes plain that she inherits not a little 
of her father's self-will and oostina('y. Nor ('au 
we tt('qnit her of a self-indulgent yielding to the 
feeling of proY()('ation at heing 8ubje('ted to such 
a test, and at the dishonesty by help of whif'h her 
sisters stand it. IJet it be granted that her stub-
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born pride is a fault but little heinous l'ompared 
to theirs, yet in fault she is : and though her fault 
be small, it is enough to give her a share of re
sponsibility for all the ('alamitiE>s that elUm€'. It 
j" an example of the ~lTI'lltly-nt'gle('te<l truth t.hat 
the errors ofthl' ~oo<l ou~ht to he ('orrected with 
<;till gr(>ater ('are, and, if nee<l be, with more sever
ity. than the ermr'l of the bad. The '1mal1 errors 
(If the good an' often more widely hurtful than 

worse error" in tho'le who"e infllH"w'l' is le'ls. 
The errors of the good mnyea<;tly he, as they are 
in thi ... ('a<;e, the very thin~ that put') power into 
Illllld'l that :\rp ('prtai1l to mi'lu<"(' it. 

It IllU'It he flll'tllPr 'laid that Conlplia'g lwhav
iour, wlwn 'lhE i" ('onfrollted with 1.eal"8 fantastie 
te.,t, "how" that her lOVE>. though true, i" hy no 
lllf'an., the deepe'lt pO"'1iblf'. To the deep('st and 

1I1O.,t pf'rv:uling low., IlO thought of self oef'urs. 
In<.,tillC'tiwi), it devotf''l it'lelf dire('tly and ex('lu
"jYel) to the wE'ifare of ih ohje(:t. If Cordl':'lia'8 
love were pel'feet, her only thought, while 
li<!tenillg to her "i~ter", woul<l be how 81w might 
..,ave her fatiwr from the pit whidl "he dearly 
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Sees that he is digging for himself. In that ease .. 
we should not have the self-pitying asides which 
are put illto her mouth. In that case~ when 
fOrced to break silellce she would not reply with 
her twi('f' t'f'peated aHd most irritating" Nothing;" 
nor would she speak of loving her father only 
"Recording to her bond." 

The impreBsioll left by all that is told us about 
Umlelia is that 8ubi)eq ueltt reflectioll, aided no. 
doubt by the &tirrillg of a Hew affection for her 
generous hUbband, quiekens into fuller life thHt 
lovE' which, though sineere, is yet not btrong 
enough to OVeft'OIllt' the subtle regal-d for self of 
whi('h 1\0 child. of lllRll is fre(" ullle.,s it he hurn t 
out by tht' discipline of life. But when the uros", 
is thus purged away, Cordelia is ready to under
take labour, to snffer pain, to deny herself, to do 
anything, for her fathE>r's Rake. For bi~ sake 
alone, the toil of preparing the invasion is under
tIone. For his sake, shE' f>ugages in the faintly 
indicated l'lalluillgs and ('ontri"dngs that pre('eclf' 
it. The effort and self-denial implied ill what she 
does is in no degree illl:!pired or lightened by any 
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ambitious desires.. The one. thing she thinktt ~ 
isto right IIer father's wrongs. Less effort, 1.s 
self-denial, might, at one time, have averted 
them. Had she but spoken like a loving self·fot~ 
getting daughter when t:,he was still OOsi(\e him t 
Had she but used her woman's wit, as she might 
have used it if that a('c£:'ss of stubborn pride had 
not had its way with h('r for the moment I But 
the opportunity is past. 1\0 Hhort or easy remedy 
is posRible any longer. If duty be neglect(~d when 
thE' golden chall(,c o('cur&, it presents itself in 
ever harder forms, till it is either clone by vast 
f'xpen<1iture of effort or remains undone for ever. 

And again, errors, at If'ast of judgment, must 
he admitted in COl'(\('iia long aftpr tIlt:' opening
s('elle. She falls in too readily with Kent's il1~ 
('ollsidered plans. She fails to SN' that the .... vil 
state of matters cannot be set right by force. She 
forgets how invasion by Fram~e will set up a 
eonfiict of duties in her native laml. She forgetfol 
that it both will make amI ought to make many 
oppose the king who at heart are on his side. 

We have no ("all to settle what better course-
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Cordelia can choose, or whether indeed a bet., 
ter course is any longer possible. She judges 
honestly, even if mistakeuly, that duty lies for 
her in the fC>r('ible rescue and re'Storatiou of her 
father, and every traee of self-regard has vanish
ed as she sets herself resolutely to do what she 
regards as duty. The difficulty of her tabk, the 
danger to heNelf, especially when she is left by 
her husband with forcps which are probably 
insufficient, do not t'luggest themselves to her 
mind. In love completely purified, she cloes all 
that bhe sees it possible to do towards curing 
the evils of whi('h her self-willml eoldnPBs has 
heen in part the ('ause, and of causing which bhe 
no doubt now regard., herself ar- far more guilty 
than she has rpally lwell. She fails in her at
tempt. J none srnse, the "t'lltellcP of" too latr" 
i" passed upon her efi()rts. And yet, in the highest 
sense, her efforts are 110t ma<le ill vain. They 
win the best of all su('cess, alikf' for hf:'rbelf and 
for her father. About their iSllue for her father, 
J "hall "pf:'ak immediately. ;\.8 regardb herself, 
the re'mit of thr diRcipline of life and of her 
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manner of receiving it is that she is elllivel1ed~ 

'Strengthened, purified, to every corner of her 
motal nature ;-that she hecomes a patteMl of all 
that a daughter ought to bf', and grows before our 
eyes into the highrst preRrntation in all litera
ture of tender-hearted womanhood. 

In proof of this, I can bnt reff'r to the gentlE>
mall's aC('OUllt of her receiving the letter in the 
('amp near Dover, to her (·ontll1(·t and 11('1' 
'3pee('h~ when thE> king awakf'R into re~torf'<1 

though fef'ble hllnity, to the pat ient g'f'lltlf'lIe'S8 
with which when fortullf> has df'cided against 
hf'r .,hE> meet'S it') utmO'lt frown A niti(' l1lURt 
not (lwell OIl "I111·h "('f'lte'l They are too lleIic'ate 
to bE> roughly hanc1lf'd, too pul"1ating with ten
der life to he dl<;<,eded hy t'xpo'litioll The 
rf'ader mllRt dwell 011 thE>111 tIll 11(' ff'el., hilllf4elf a 
speetator and grows one WIth the Cordelia 
who'le purified and perff'(·ted nature they reveal. 
Tlw effe(·t is heightf'llf'ci by our bf'ing allowed 
to 'lee that eVf'll now, Whf'll lOVE> has done 
it':! W01 k, shf' i'l human, not angeliC'. She has 
not laid R'lide thf' y("in of 'wornful humour which 
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](eeps her still in toueh with ordinary humanity. 
U Shall we not,"- th(tY are the last words we 
hear from her-" shall we not see these daugh
ters and these sisterR ? " 

Thus while the discipline of lite brings Goneril 
and Regan, who Ita W' madf' Relf their aim, to 
moral rnin and a 11Opeles& end, it results for 
Cordelia in a character made" perfect through 
&ufi'f'ring." She has failed of the end which she 
ha~ suerifieed her&eIf to gain, but there are 
higher 8tH'resses than ('un he WOIl ill the field of 
worldly ('in lllubtuu('e. 

I Blust dose thi ... linf' of remark by turning to 
oi>st'rve how Lear bears the di<'('ipline of life 
Tlw unrefie('tillg impetllosity aIHI whimbi('al self
will with whieh he hu~ 'lought to gaina nohle end. 
have brought evil Oil him. They haye resuitf'd 
in tIl(' punishlllent whidl it i'l tIl(> nature of Fludl 

errorb to entail. Fo" a tillie, hi'! pride forbids 
him to admit eVf'1l to bimbelf that he has erred. 
" 1 have per<>eived a mO'lt flint neglect of late; 
whidl I have rather hlamed as my own jeaiou,> 
curiosity than I\S a very pretf'IH't' aHd purpose of 
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utikitidness.'"He shuts his eves as lonaastre . ' ~ ., ~. ' 

c:au;lmt soon it heeomes· ti:Jo plain tb,atp01v'et 
bas,'passe(l Jnto unloving hauds~' and that whatlte 
meant for good bas tllrned out to be for direful 
evil. How is he to tIeal with the state of matters 
which at last he is foreecl to. reeognize? · Three 
ways of dealing with it may be eonceive(l He . 
may bear misfortune patiently, feeling that he· 
ought to reap what he has sown, trusting also 
perhaps that some highu power may somehow 
save his people from the trouble his mistake hafoi 
brought upon them. 01', he may seek refttgein 
the grave. 'ro tIo so is Glouf:ester's impulse when 
fault and folly have brought him into like eondi
tion. Or again, he may try to undo the arrange
ments that have tumed out so badly. He has 
means to make Buell an attempt, and perhaps it 
111ay succeed. The King's name is a tower ' 
of strength. Kent and Gloueester are probably 
not the only nobles who lulve kindly teelings, 
to tlleir lawful lord, His hundred kinghts, 
eaeh with squire and men-at·arms to follow him, 
are an ample nucleu.s fo~ a rising. They ;will' 



76 

protect him till the loyal throughout the land 
have time to rally roun<l him. Each of these three 
eourses is open to the king. We are allowed to 
see that thoughts of the first at one time, and of 
the thircl at another, are entertained by him for it 
moment. But too hot and proud for meek endur
alwe, too braVE> aml strong to flE>E> from life's ills 
by sui('idE>, he yf't ('an not ('onSE>nt to undo his 
work and ('onfess himself dE>feated, or to 
'lurrender his idE>al of a government in which the 
motive power j" love. What is good and what is 
1~'1 thrill good in him, unite to shut every door 
hy which efWapf' is possible. 

A question may be rai'1f'd as to whi('h of these 
I'ourse" is the right one, in the abRtrfwt, for I..ear 
to follow But in truth he has ('0111e to fmeh it 

pass that no pO'1siblf' ('ourse of :wtioll i"! any 
longer right. 

If only it were allowable that he should think 
of himsf'lf alone, the following of tIl(' first of these 
three ('ourse"! might be rf'garded as his duty. 
To submit to, and even to he thankful for 
peNonal ,,!ldfering that ha"! heen caused by error 
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and may cure it, is no doubt the duty of the 

wrong-doer. But how if the suffering be nlOrE:" 

than personal,-if it extend to those for whoSE:" 
welfare oue is bound to ('are P The man Lear 
might patiently endurE>. But he il'J still the lawfnl 
king. lIe po&ses&e& no little power and is able to 

increase it if he d100se:". Can it bl:' right for him 
to stand i(11y by while hardened selfi'llme8s on tile' 

throne is corrupting the ('()lllltry'l'J life awl bla:"t
ing every hop{' of its weli,u·p and itb progl'e.,8 r 
It is an impreb.,in> :,,{>rlUOll (In tIlt' text of lo~t 

opportunitr. For Lear, thp tilll(' is past whE>l\ 
any (·our.,p i~ po.,itively guolL For him, as for 
all who It>t the ripp sea.,oll pa ... ., ullu-.e<1, the quer,
tiOll at it:" b{",t ('an only 1)t:' a:" to which of all 
p08bible (oun,es i-. lea"t Wrollg, or likely to 
be lea&t fatal From doing anything di&tinetly 
right, he i~ now dplJarred for t:'vel 

The &en:,e of all thib, tht:' impo&bibility of 

seeing what he ought to do or can do, is the 

final btrain under which his mind gives way. It 
need not he denied that his Illind i& already some

what weakened. And, certainly, the heartless 
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,and contemptuous ingratitude of his own flesh 
.and blood is an unspeakable trial to one who" 
whatever his other faults, is a true and 
tender father. But it is the suspense, the doubt, 
the agitated questioning whether this, or tl11tt, 
or anything, can be done, that does most ~) 
tear and ngonize his mind. Much sorrow, and 
very intense sorrow, lllay be borne without the 
faculties being thrown from their poise; even 
as a frail fabric will sOllletimes bear a heavy 
weight if the pressure it exerts be straight 
and steady. I t is inde{'iRlo11, {'onfiict, tosSDlg 
to and fro, that does most to unhinge and 
('raze. When 8u('h inward struggle is added to 
the pallgs of outragNl afi'eetioll and the sense of 
foolish failure ill a proud man, of whom it is truly 
enough said that "the best of his time has been 
but rash," no wonder that {'omplE'te loss of reason 
is the result. Tim.;; the last and greatest of earth
ly calamities has ('omE' on Lear. Love finds him 
in the midst of this final ordeal. Its touch bE'gins 
to heal. In ways that elude observation, it makes 
its way into his soul. TentRtively, obstruct-
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-ny, feebly, his faculties resume their health,. 
WQrlci.llg. Attention must be b-riven to WllRt he sa1'" 
and does after this last ordeal is pa.seetl througli .. 
if oue would estimate thE' effect on him of aU 
that he has suffered. In other words, from the 
line of thought tl.1H1 feeling into which he settles 
when he is himself Olwe more, it is possible w 
gee what life's di·wiplilw haR ta llght him, and to see 

aecordingly what, mnid8t nJl faults, mistakes, 
JUld weakllessel'1, i'l his eS'It'llti.IJ l'haraNer. 

Lear's speel'lw" aftm hi-; rf'~tol'lItion to sanity 
are but few. Yet they al'e enough to show 
what lllaHUf'r of Rpit'it hI' i ... of at last One has 
hut to clwel111poll those ... peedlf''l until tIu> tOJlf' 

that ulH1<·t·lips tllf'1n hn .. lH'f'1l .·aught. in order to 
be awmrt·d that he ha" ,0 pas~e<l through life'f\ 

jf trials, alld 1010 recf'ivecl tht-it' impl'Pbbioll, that thE'Y 
have Rtrengthened andeFltahlished whatever there 
was of good in him and killetl whatever there 
was of evil. The man who was self-willett anti 
violent has hecome meek and gentle. Impetuoul$ 
haste has given p]a('e to lilllnnissive patienc,e. 
Not tha.t he has become inert or stupi(l!-
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"I kiUoo the slave that \\'as & hanging thee •. 
" 'Tis true, my lord, he did." 

Above all, l}e has learnt the true nature of 
love and craves for love as what is precious 
beyond all thill~S. The confused dim notion of 
love and of its power for good, has grown into 
full, entrancillg, sati8fyin~, vision. So he dies, 
purified, ennobled, and render€'cl wise by what lw 
has ('Hdured. He has learr~t life's highest lessons; 
tOt) late, it is true, to practise them among men 
on earth, hut, as we set' him die, we are prompt~ 
ed not only to exdaim with Kent : 

"0 ll:'t him pails! he hate~ hun 
That ~ould upnn the rack of this rudt' \\ol'ld, 
8tretch hlln out longer," 

but to add the thou~ht, which tllf' play suggests 
though it does Hot express: 

" 1 hJl(J\\ tl'anflplantt'd human \\ orth 
Will bloolll to profit other" ill'l'e." 

rrhU8, tragi{· though the fate of Lear and Cor
delia be, it is not wholly sad Wh(>ll looked upon 
through Shakespeare's eyt:'s. I_ife has served for 
both of them its highest purpose. Nay, there is 
also more. Through what they have sufiered, 
love has taken its plaee as an active forGe in the 
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~tmity.·Tl~ypass. but tMW{ .. rk..~ .. ~j 
htlv.,'<\o'Ueabides. 
·.~ellthe "curtain rises. society has reaeb~ 
t~estage .at which it' ought ·to be transmuted 
into ':a' higher form. But there is no inward 
t~h~biuing iufluen~e t6 leaven it. I..ear feels the 
need for the 'only infiuellce ,that will meet the 
crying want. !Ie has, however, but the crudest 
~(}tion of its nature, and 'is hopeles.'!ly 'unable to 
set 'it w,Orking. In tJl€~ abse:we of any iufhielwe 
to tu'ot11d soeiety from within, 'evet·ything ghlWS 
fierce and uncontrollahle. The danger is inl1ni~ 
nent that power will p~Ulsto t.hfl 1lllserupu,lou8 
and the wholly selfish, and that in their 
nerce conten'lings society will be dissolved, so 
that all the high ends for which it exists will he 
defeat.ed. Rut a healing power cohJ.es in. Love~ 
love indeed imperfeet and unpurified as in Cor
delia, imprudent and unregulated as in Ketlt; 
timid and sluggish as in Albally,-nevertheleSE 
love that is real, begins to play its part. Througb 
ealamity and suffering for every one, it holds Otl 

its course, till, after the halting and. ~bstruet«l 
6 
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fashion ill which good gets itself established in. 
this inexplicable world, it wins a measure of 
8uC'cess. The" gor'd state" is .. Rustailled" by 
the power of that love for whic'h Lear has longe~ 
and which has its seat of aetion and fullest exem
plifieation in Oordelia and Edgar. So, the peo
ple pass into the healthily advanced, if by no 
means perfect, state which, aFi ha" heen 'laid 
already, Shakespear{-' afterward'l £leliltf'ate<l in his 
., Cymbf'line. " 

Conlf'lia and Lear have sorrowed aBd have 
failed; hut tlwir "OlTOW and failure are Hot in 
vain. pven '30 far :1<; ('OI1I'prn<; t hi'3 visible seene 
of mortal (loings. From the --tage of earth they 

pa..,." fittpd for what th{-'y may have to clo in that 

fnrthf>r state of b{-'illg into whieh it is Hot given 
11<; to follow thelll. Low h:1<; £lOIlf> its work in 
tllP III , and it ha'l abo workf'cl with gO me effect 
through them; and, whatever Ilf' its is'lue as 
reganl" worldly Slleees"! or worldly honour, yet 
., love never failetll." So truly "p{'uk'l one who, 
thongh the ver<;es he wrote were lllultitudinoU''J, 

hl\.~ in the<;e line<; alone proved that he }>O"I-
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:sassed some spa.rk of the purest poetic fire. 
"They sin WllO tell us lon~ can die. 
With life all other pa.~!<ions fly, 
.\U othel'S are bllt ,'snify! 
In Heaven Ambition ca.nnot dwell, 
Nor Avarice in' the ,'aultK of Ht'll ; 
Bart,hly these pas.'!ion" of tlll' earth, 
The'y perilili where they have their birtll : 
But 1.O\'e is in<it!strnetibltJ. 
hI< holy flame for ever burnt~th ; 
!<'rom fullVt'1l it came, to H\~I\vtHl retl1rneth. 
Too oft, or: earth /I. troll bIN} guest, 
.-\t times de('-eivt!d, at timeR oppres-~ed, 
It lwre is tried IUld pur!fit'd. 
Then hath in Ht'IWen its pprf"et I'est: 
"It soweth here with toil lind carl', 
But the lllu"'est-timH ot' Love is ther.·." 

Slwh are t}w two main thoughts in thi~ grea.t 
dmma. the thoughts roul\(l which all others 
may he ~eell to range themselvefl in rea.l though 
Hot meehanical or<ler: thnt evil works out punish
mt'nt by itfl own intriusi(' natnre, hut that the final 
iSioiue of ~Udl punishment depemls upon the eh.:tr
;wter of those whose faults have brought it on 
thelll. These two great prineiples are shown to 
go some way to provide a. due hy the help of 
whieh it is possihle to explore :twl understaml 
the mysteries of life. 

Not that those prilleiples or any others will 

• Southey in .TIw ()Il'rlf! (If Keka,1I.a. 
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11lake all thiu~~ plain Not that the main belle>
fit of coming under Shakespeare'!!> infiuence in 
the 8ublimebt of his dramas, lies in the extent to
which it Uju8tifif'~ tlw ways of God to men," TIle
mystery remains; aHd the benefit lies, Hot ill 
dispelling it, but ill setting it before w. in 
its awe-illsplrill~ maje<;ty. In the wordt. of out" 
of the bebt Shakespearean CritiCb of the day:-
" We gue.;;q at the bpit itual signifiean{'e of tht-" 
great tl'agi(' f,H't'! of the world, but after om 
guessing then my&teriOllbne')s remains 

Of tIw tragedy of KllIg Lear a ('riti( wi8he-.. 
to say as httle as may lIt' ; for in the ('a'>e of thi~ 
play, words are more thall ordlll.tnly inade(luatf'
to expres'l or de.,{ n!w it .... true impres'Iion A 
Wlllpest or a daVlll "ill not he allaly .. ed III words; 
we IIlu')t feel the shatter ing fur) of the galc .. , \w 

mUbt watf'h th("' ("tlm light broademng Awl tllf> 
sensation experienced by the reader of Kmg Leal 
re<>emhleb that plOdw'ed b) bOlUt' ~I and nntmal 
ph("llolllE'J1on ThE' effE>( t callBot hp received at 
6(wand hand; It cJ.nnot bp<iE"WrlhE'(l; It ('lUlharll

ly he sngg-estt'd ". 
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The great tbinJl that Shakes~ (1oes fur d 

in hi!:! greatest plays, ",nd most of all in this o.te. 
iM not to explain any problem hut to bring U8 

illto the presen('(> of the faets of lifE', so that they 
are no longer 'Ihronded for \l~ in th~ mists of <,us
tomary triviahtieR,-~o that tiu'ir tt'rl"ihle Sigllifi
·('an('E' takes hold on lIR, - ~o that all impression 
abide".! with U'5 of the awful illlport (If all that is 
done, or ~aid, or ('x})eriellf'(>(l hy llIen, on " thi1!J 
lmnk ami shoal of time " 

Yet it is a1'50 mn('h to haw' even a 'lU~gestiOll 
·of the '!piritual '!igmfi('atH'f' of any part of tht· 
mighty maze whi('h the f,\,('t'l of life pre'lent, It 
1'1 well to see dearly that thf'I'f' i., Romp purpose 

ill some portion'l of that mazp, and to see how 
that purpo'le 'ltl'etcheq ft'OUl age to age, linking 
tlw thing<; that are with thingR that are yet to 
fillll embodunent in thi-; every~<1ay ('ommon 

'" orld, and pointing forwlml to ullcolweivetl 
developments in stagE"A of' heillg that lie hey<md 
it To see thih, even fOl' a moment, awakens the 
iru;piring hope that then" i"l loving purpose in 
what remains f'ollf'eaJed to man's dim eye and 
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broken view, and that, in some sense beyond the 

scope of our imaginings, there is some 

" One far-off divin(> eyt'nt 
To which the ",holl' creation move!.." 

It is like the view from some moulltain sum
mit of' the riyer which winds its distant way 

through a labyrinth of hill and plain. Hf're 
and there it~ ('ourse tan be dearly traced. but 
for the must part it is hid by lofty banh or 
gloomy forf>..,ts. Yet tlw beholder does not doubt 
that, pven when' it i.., thus concealed, ~he river 
flows Oil a:;; ('ontilluousl,v and steadily as in the 
rea('lIps whidl Hl':u'klp most hrightly to the-
8Uldigltt. LIe dOPR not doubt, though lw ('anHot 

disc€l'lI or elltirely pron" that what he St'€H and 
what lIP dops !lot &ee are ('olllH:,de<l portiolls of 
OIW great stream, whidl is doillg its appointt'(l 
work of hearing lwauty amI fertility to t ht;" 
wbole of the lall(l through whidl it flow/,>. 

At thi~ point the at tt'lll pted expm,itioll of thif.; 
great drama might naturally dose. But what 
has bf'f'Il takf:>ll as its kf:>Yllote, ot' ('elltral idea,. 
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has so direct a hearing on the present eouditi(m 
of India, and what has been said in illustt'ation 
of that central itlt'a suggests so many of the 
preRent wants of tnllia. that it would he inexeus~ 
able to ('olldudf' all ('ssar whieh is intended for 
Indian studt'nts without an attempt to point for 
their particular use some of the lIlorals with 
which" King Lpal'" abountlH. 

There are thingiS wili(-h lndia has to teach 
thf' world. '1'11£'1"(' is ll\lH'h ill her past whieh 
admits of beillg n.'g'\r(l(~tl as afi()l'(ling to her 
sons ](·gitimate ground of l,)rid(·. So much it 
is iittinf!' at this point (listin('tly to acknowledge. 
For amoIlg the things whi(-h India has to teach 
man kind. it is impossilM to in('hulp anything 
(-Ollllel'tt'cl with th( .. higher limns of politi('al life, 
or with the progl'('ssivt' Ilevelopnwllt of Hoeiety. 
In n .. gard to sUr-I! t hillg's, llldia must C-Olll'ent to 
he not a teaeher lmt a If'arllf-r. 

Probably fpw amollg Indiall students are likely 
to deny thi8. Perhaps tIl(' tendency among them 
is rather to the extreme of regarding everything 
social and politi('aI in their country's past as 
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worthless; of supposing that there must,be recen
struetion of everything, down to the deepat 
foundations of society. It by 110 mea.ns follows, 
however, that there can be nothing sound where 
growth is stuuted or development arrested. The 
~eparate ('ells in the lower forms of organic life 
may serve their purpose as admirably as the cells 
in the very higbest. The village life in the 
(;oW1tless Kelambakams· of India may be as good 
an example of the social instinct, and may afford 
as good material for admiring and instructive 
study, as any that the world ('an show. 

But h~ this a,.'3 it may, it is beyond doubt 
or qUpstiOll that ill India the social cells have 
not hitherto been combined in vigorous life 
npon a large scale, and that the first steps are 
still untaken by whieh India, or any part of 
it, is to be('ome a soeial or political organism 
of a healthily prof,>Tessive kind. Sueh far
extending political association as there has 
hitherto been in India, has been wholly of the 
kind whi('h Shakespeare represents as ('oming to 

8ee L,!e t1/ an Indur,,. J'tllage -'1' R .. tmakdshna. B A. 
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$\ end ill the days of his imaginary Killg Leat". 
For~e met by obedienee, has been the boml that 
has held $uch so("it>ties together. This has mani
festly heen the ease in every politi('ru organism 
within the bound~ of India of which there is 
allY (·learly disf'ernible tra('(> in history. It is 

manifestly the caRt> with every remaining social 
organism whi('h, like any given ('aste, embra(,f'R 
It )l!ornewhat exten;give area. An authority Wh6Uy 
-t>xternal to the will or thE' df'&ires of the indivi
duals hound togt>ther, determines everything. 
For f'ltch single meJllher, pa""ive obt>uit>lwe it) the 
~'ondition of his memlwrship. 

It i.;; Bot a ('ol1tmdict iOB to this broad statE'
ment to point to the India of the half-legendary 
.age, or to Mogul, Mahr.ttta, or othf'l' goveru
nwnts of compar<ttively re('Pllt times, in whieh 
~omf' line" of a(·tion Wf're made impf'rative 
by imnwmorial ('u"tom, while there were also 
~'oun"lellors and Hoble"! whom the ruler hacl 
more or less to reckon with. Abholut<'ly un· 
mitigated despoti"ll11 has never existed anywhere. 
\Ve art> free to "luppo"!e that Lear also was not 
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without advisers to whom he "!ometimes listened~ 

and that custom had establi"hed some rules which 

he nE'ver dared to break. RudE' germs, from 

which higl.er df:'\'t'lopments may ('orne in course
of time, exist in ('yery so('ial organiAm. Bnt 
with such limitation'! as are implied in every 

univf'r&all'ltatE'mellt upon any :-.ubje('t, it is broaa
ly true of India hithprto, a.., of the Britain set 

beforf' U'O in this drama, that tht' bond of sociE'ty 
hal', b(>en bare authOl'it,y on the Ollf:' 1->idp and 

unrt'asoning olwdiPl1CP Oil tIl(' other. I do not 
expc('t tht- l;tatement to he Reriow"ly ('onte"itpd 

by my readt'r .... 
Nor do I expp<"t thPlll to ('Olltf:'i'lt Illy fur

ther I'ltatemE'nt that the tillw ha... ('OIlW 111 

lUllia, a., HhakE'''pearp rt'prp"E'llh it M haying 
(,OlUt' in tIlt' (lay .... of Lear, WIWll thi" ('O/l

dition of HOf'iC'ty mU"it give lJIa('P to a hpttl'r awl 
a higlH't', ThoH(> llw"t lw "trallgd~ ignorant 
of the f<}t('es whieh arE' at work, all(i whidl pught 

to be at work, in the IIHlia of out' day, who ('an 

imagine it to be either p()<;~iblt:' 01' right that the 

inmost priu('iple of rult:' for the g"(>lwrations Iwxt 
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to come should be that on Vdli('h ('ountl(>tIS by
gone generations lla,'e Iwen ~(lveflled. A:, plainly 

as in the days of Leal. tilt-' time is upon us when 

if there })(-' not ~u('h tr,msitioll :U~ he felt t.o bf' 

re(luired, there WIll bf I'tlH h phellOI1Wnlt al-> wert':' 

rising round him, "ill ('itil''', lUlltillie'l ; in l'Ollll

trief>, <li'>('ord; ill pala('e,>, trea'lon; ... lllllchinatiom., 

hollownc'ltl, treaehpry and all rllillou~ disorder::-.,'· 

until society \)(>('OIlH'::-' rottpil t () the ('ore and 

ends in disbolutlOll 111 t lw pag!''' that I E'llutiu, it 

will be my t'lldt'avoUl' to set fiwth, ill unadorHt'd 
simplicity, tllf' prill( iplp", \\ hit h. ill Hhak(>'lpf'art'\;; 

\ iew,-if t lip inteq)l't'tatioll I!i \(>1\ I () thib drama 

be (·orr(>(·t, -IUlI"t reg Illat (' t hi.; ill(liHpf'llSahh· 

tl'an"itioll 
Tht' fil'>t, tilt' 1>1'()ll(l("t, tilt' lllO ... t importa1lt, of 

tho,,>e pl'irl<'iplef> i ... that tilt' po">,,ibility of Lht' 

tnLll"itioll beinl! Illtulp wil hont rui1l tlt'pelltls on 
tho,>e moral fon·e ... Iwill" at work within &o('if·ty r • 

whi(·1t tlu ... play bUill" up 1I1ll1f'r the cOlnprt'itellsiw4 

name of "lovfO" If tho'ip moral forces havf' 1I0t 

an ('frecti V(' infhwlH'f' 011 the liff' of thE' body 
politic, calamity of fOyery kind i .. :;,ure to ('ome-



92 

as soon as bare authority begins to be with ... 
(lrawn, or begins to be unwelcome to th4 
ruled and a('cordiugly to be rE'osistf'cl by them. 
IJet me ('all in the evidenee of the second
greAte'!t of Engh'!h poet'> to enforce the lesson 
whidl the greate'>t tea('hE''> in "King Lear," after 

,the fa,,}uon that b(-lfit<> the Rtage * "It is of 

no ~mallI'OIl<>eqllence, 0 my I'otmtrymen, whether 

for the :tequi'litlOJl 01 retention of Jjberty, what 
'lort of per'>ons you are )our'!elves 
Unless by true and "incerf' piety towards God 
and men, not vnin und "ordy, but efficacIOus and 
ar·tivE', you driw' flOm your ,>ouls all bupen,titions 
1-!prung from ignorance of true and solid religion, 
~ou will alway" have tho<,e who will make you 
their twa"t'! of burden and "It upon your backs 
and neck'!, tlwv WIll put you up f01 '!ale as 

their en"11y gotten booty, .\11 your vletorif's in 
war Hotwith'ltanding, and make a li('h in('ome 
out of YOll], IgnOl'aJl<'t:' and ">uper'ltitlo11 Dille'!!'!! 

.. From JI>I~nlt" "ltlto.,.. 1 ngl. pI> p{/PUU' A nqllCaw> JJ~fe",.o 
Nt"1 lUI" ThE' tral1l<latlOn l~ that of Profe~'IOr Ma ... on 10 hIli Ltfe 
.If .V,.lt(//t tIl C{IIUUllJwn ,vlth tk(' HIIltor'l of Ittl TIII,e, Vol IV, 
P 609 
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you el(ve1 avaoce, ambition, luxury, front your 
minds, ay and luxurious living also from your 
families, then the tyrant you thoul!ht you hatt 
to seek externally in tlw battle-field you will 
find in your own home, you will find within 
yoursf>lves, 1\ stIll harder task-master; mt~· 

there will sprout dajl~ out of your own vitals 
a numerOl1'1 brood of intolf'rablt> tyrants. 

\Vere you fall~1I 
into su('ll an ahy'l'l of ed'l) !o\~lf-('orrupti()n, no 

one, ll{1t Cromwell hllllself, nor a whole host of 
Hrutu",e~, if they ('onl<1 ('ome to life again, eould 
deliver ~ 011 If they would, or would dt'hYer you 
if they ('ould }'o)' why RhonJd allY oue tlwll 
a'l'le1 t fOI ) Ott the rIght of frt't' "luffrage, or tht
power of (,It>ding whom YOll wIll to tIlt> Parlia
ment? 1'1 It that ) ou bhouhl bp ablE', endl of 

you, to eleet ill the ("!tie ... lllt'll of yOU! f.lction, OJ' 

that ve1'lon in the blllgh'l, however uJlworthy 
who may have tre.l,ted youl'seh es most S\llllP

tuoLlsly, or treated tIlt' (oulltr) people and bOOf'! 

to the g-reatest qualltity of drink? 
Should one entrust 



the commonwealth to those to whom nobotly 
would entrust a matter of' private business? 
......................... Know that, as to be free is the 
game thing exa(·tly as to bf' pious, wise, just, 
temperate, self-providing, abstinent from t~e 

property of other people, and, ill fine, magnani
mous and braVf-', 80 to be tIH' oppo<;ite of all this 
is the same as being a slave; and by the eustom
ary judgmellt of God, aJl(1 a thoroughly just 
law of rf'tribution, it comes to pass that a nation 
that cannot rule and govern itself, but hall. sur
rl-'JI(lerf'd it.self in slavery to its own Im;tR, is 8\11'

r€'nderl-'u also to other mast!"rs, whom it does 
lIot likl:-', amI made a :-.laVI:-' llot only with it" will 
hut against its will. It is a thillg ratifierl by law 
~md IlItturl:-' hprRelf that WllOi>OI:-'Ver cannot man
a!!!" hims(>lf, whosm'\,pr through imhel'ility Of 

phren?.\' of rnil\(l cannot rightly administer his 
d )WII affitirs, shoulc1 !lot hp ill hi" own power, but 
should he givPH over:1,<; a minor to the govern
ment of other"." 

The pasRage breathes 110 doubt of all the lofty 
idealism of Milton, There Hever was a people 
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yet so permeatE'd by lofty purpose, so free from 
mean admixturE', as he demands that tl.te people 

of England should be('ome. Yet when the reign 

·of bare authority bE'gins to paSR away, the people 
from whieh it pHs~es must bear ~ome resemblance 

to this glowing pic·ture of a people that i~ worthy 
to he free If tIl ere lw 110 su<·h re'lemblance, 
then, by a law as illfl('xihl~> ao.\ any other law of 
nature, 'lO(·;pty ha'l no fate beforE' it but. (lithf>T 
to ('ome uwlpi tIlt' <lominioll of barE' fOl't'e Oll<'e 

more, or to grow ('OJTllpt and be dif'l'lolvecl. 
~ay, (lo('s lIot t]w "tory of Englaml in Milton's 

tlllW givE' amplt· ('Illpha'li,> to tllP I('shon whieh 
Ill:' tl'ipd ill "aill to f('a('h t 1'ht'I'(l Well' Rome, 

there wt"re mallY, round him Wh(N' "pirit wa'.! as 

pun· an<l their aim., a" lofty a" hi" OWII. Hut they 
did llot impregllRte t h(' ma"" of their ('ountrymf'n 
\\ ith tlwir temper They lwd to fape, or thought 
they had to fa('{l, tlH' alternatiw of sllrrend£lring 

t heir ideal or rp"ortillg to forC'e to secure its 
realization. TIlt' lattf'J' wa" tlwir (·hoiee. That 

their fort'f' might b£l the greatf'r, they admitted 

aid from men who had ends of their own to serve. 



)f.istakes W'er~ made. Dissension crept in. 'fl\e 
~tructure they hoped to rai!;e crumbled to pieceS! 
in their hands, and the forecast of the words that 
have been quoted was fulfilled to the direful 
uttermost. He('ause the men of England on tire 
whole were Bot in that age "pious, wise. just. 
temperate, ........... and ill fiue magnanimous and 
brave," in other words uecaUl:ie " love" was not 
at work among them with 8ufficieut power, tht
next suc'('eeding age was the basest that English 
history fP('orc1s. Power pasbed to the halld~ 

of those who w{'re as regardless of private honour 
or public good as Edmund, as gro\'elliug as 
Ol:iwald, and as ruthlebs us Goneril aud Hegan. 
TJ'Ut:', there WE're tho/;e who retained a hold 
on the highpl' lit!:· and who, amid suffering, awl 
with def('cts and e1'l'Ol'S of their {lWII, eudea\,
oured, like Cordelia and K<'nt, like Albany and 
Edgar, to apply it to the ('viIs of their timf'. So 
freedom reyiyed oncE' mOff', and by 1{loVi unsteatl~· 
steps has been ('arr~·ing Oil the sO('ial and politi
('allife of those who sppak tlw Engli<;h tonguE

towards a glorious hut gtill diHtant goal like that 
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for whiC'b Milton longed. Yes, the failure of tile 
Oemmonwea.lth and the lapse of England tntG 
tile moral anarchy. the social degradation, and 
lih~ political enslavement that came after it, if) 
an example, to those who can read history aright. 
of the absolute need there is that' lovE.'" should 
have deep and widespread influeuee if any com
munity is to pass safely through the stage at 
whieh it is right that unreasoning obedience 
should rease, and that bare authority should no 
longer reign. It 18 all example equally of the 
danger of haste in effecting the tranklition from 
the lower to the higher stage In the play, the 
attempt of the king to introduee th(' reign of love 
at a single stroke, wlth the t'onseq ueat preference 
of the pretence of love to the reality, is largely 
respollslble for the tragieal rt'sult. In historical 
fact, the attempt to reduce to practice the grand 
ideals of the English Commonwealth before the 
mas".! of those who made up the social organism 
could so Inu('h as understand them, was to no small 
extent the cause of the collapse of everything 
good and true which marked the Restoration. 

7 
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Great things may often be best understood by 
seeing how their principles work in small things. 
Students ought to appreciate an illustration at 
which others perhaps will smile. In a familiar 
small thing, they may see both the need that any 
80ciety in which the dominion of bare authority is 
f'll(ling should be under the (lominioll of salutary 
inward forces, and also the Ileed that time should 
he allowed for those in ward forces to take effect, 
not only on one here and there but on the mass 
of those of who III the so(,iety consists. 

There is no partieular risk in a professor deliv
ering a lecture to a class of a hundred, or it 
may he two hundred, students of the average 
type alld the onlinary age. But let the students 
imagine that the two hnu(lred listeners are not 
themselves as they now are, hilt themselves as they 
were when some spven or eight years younger. 
Or let them imagine that the hundreds assembled 
for the lec·ture are their younger brothers, and 
cousills, and acquaintances, who are being taught 
in the third form or the second. They know 
what pulling of hair there woul<l be in one corner~ 
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what kicking of shins under the b~11('hes in. 
ttnother, and what (,hattering everywhere. They 
know what unearthly soundR would proceed from 
every beneh whose oc('upants believed themselves 
"afe from uotiet'. Of ('onrse the le('ture woul<l 
he useless, and the met>tiug might perhaps break. 
up ., in most admired disorder:' The whole 
foolish 'lcelW could he properly wound up only 
hy widely distrIbuted eh,lstiselllent of the unruly. 

\Vhy IS then> no ~ll('h ';cpue wlwll two hUll

lirptl <;tUtlent'l art> :tddres'Ipd? ('('rtain]), it is not 
becall'lP they have tnUl'h of tht' "pint of passive 
1l1wdieJl('f in tlw1I\ Nor 18 it h(>('au'le tll(>y are 
111 deadly fear that for(',-' will bl' applied to them. 
It is "imply hpcau!<>e, in the year" that have 
~l()wly pa.'!sed sillC'P tlwy were misehif:'v(Ju'I 

littlf "chool-boys, mO'lt of th(-'m have ('ome to he 
:nllmawd by feelings of duty and '!elf-respN't. 
It i.-" bec'au'!e they r('ally wish that the obj('('t'l 

aimed at by the profesc.,or ",hould be gained, amI 
hecause they arE' a~ anxioHs as h(> that what(>vt"r 
i~ ne('eR"ary for ~aining thE'm should be done, 
1 nward forr-e8 have taken the vlal'e of tIle outward 
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constraint for which, in their case, the fitting 

season has gone by. 
The principles exemplified in this rudimentary 

forlll must regulate everything if there is to be 
healthy growth, Ol' even eontillued life, in allY 
social or political {>rganism in whi('h full-groml 

men co-operate. Pul'llie spirit, unselfish desire

for the COlUlllon good, in fact all the principles of 
action which Shakespeare sums lip in the one 

term 'love,' must do as much to' restrain and 
gui<le as ou('e was (h)ne by fear of force or re~pE"('t 

for authority, If not, the tragedy of' "Killg' 
Leal' .. depicts the consequence. 

l'hm,' the <I ue .... tioll ris!:'& of the time at wltieh ill 
any givell !;ociety -the India of our own day for 
examl'le -the principle of' rorrelatied authority 
aud obedit'uce may fall into the ba<>kgrouud. 
and when forees at work within the Bo(·iet~· 

itself may be saiely trust!:'d to. On both side .... 
there is daJ~eT, .Fatal disorganization is tilt, 

sure result if f()Tf'e lw withdrawn before' Ion:' . 
has gaineu sufficient pow!:'!'. TIl(> foolish will 
damour for full and immediate introduction of 
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t.hat self.:gowenunent whk~ t.b.e,: wiser,eeogru.: 
to be a bigher 'stage, ·and ",hick theywisltj 
society to reach as soon us .possible. The -true 
rruer will withstand the damour, and.tbewis, 
will support him in. wit.hst.amling it, until there. 
is reason to believe ·that moral forces are at least 
strong enough to set~uretllat the. withdrawal of 
Authority will.not heeqnivalent to the; ,1issolu-' 
tion of society 

But fat.al disorganization i.s tht> equally sure 
result if .the dominion of, hare anthqrity be 
maintained too long. . In a nou1ltl'Y situate<l as 
India is at present, t.hisis the side on which theret 
is the greater practical tempt.ation t.o err. When 
long established eustom tends in the sameclirec
tion as th:\t r(~gal'cl for self and desire of promi .. , 
lHmce which is stl'()ug in l~early all men, too 
prolonged dinging to authority is more l)rohable 
than its premature ahandonmeht. When rulers 
are men of ordina.ry ealibre and but. ordinary 
insight, there is pressing. dal.l.ger that they will 
he extremely slow to transfer any of their power 
to others., or rather perhaps that;whH~ laying 



1()2 

aside some of it ill appearance, they will struggle
to retain eyerY'particle of it in reality. It is 
given to but few who have become habituated to 
rule, as it was given to Lear, to see when the 
time hail ('Ollle fur the regime of "love" taking 
the place of thr regillle of authority. Nay.,. 
there is the further danger, whidl also did 
not eseape Shakespeare's observation, that even 
those in whom" love" is strong, and who have 
HO personal ends to serve, may be tempted t{~ 
fall back Oil outward force for the ('ure uf e\'ils 
whidl for(,e can no longer eure. It is the deeply 
injurious mistnke of the noble and true-hearte(l 
Kt'nt. To l->teer betwPt'll the S(·ylla of too soon 
and the Charybdil-. of too latf' in efiectilJ¥ thf>
transition from the low!:'r to the higher stage of 
social and political organization, will he tht"

verilous 1mt honourable task of those in charge 
of the d('stinies of India in the years immediately 
before Ul,. 

I do not undertake to define the safe charm{'I 
between tlwse opposiIlg dangers, any more than 
Shak(:'sp('ar(' undertakes to show by what well~ 
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ordered course Lear might have shunned the 
sufferings that came upon himself and the calam
ities that he brought upon hi'! people, The play 
does but mar k the fell ('onsequenet' of mistake, 
if thu'l perchanef:' tho&e who have to steer the 
ship of state through a dumnt-'l crowded thick 
with danger'S lllay he indu('(,d to pny earnest 

heed to en'''y hu.dmark \l\ their view. Never
theles'l a 8ngge;;;tion Oil the (>lie &ide and a sug
gestion 11.1::,0 on tIll' otlwr aribe naturally from all 

intt'lligf'Tlt ,>tutl) of thi~ play 
Tho..,p "ho ..,ep, a-. I .. efLl baw in hib kingdom. 

that the tlUlt' h.,<., ( onlt' wlwn 11\(1ia mUf.,t be ruled 
OIl prin('iple,> different. from tIl€' pritH'ipl€''' that 

have het'll ..,ut)rPIlIe till llOW,- those who rightly 
spp that Ill(lia nep(h to lw traJli-formed into au 

org,lIli..,m far nwre .;;elf-directed, and a.fiixding far 
mOT(' <.,('opp for ilHli\ iaual eltel'gy, arp llOt to sup
pose th.lt 110 (,ondition of b(wiety i& healthy or 
sati"[.l< tor)" ex('ppt the most fully dt>veloped that 
i~ exemplified anywhere in thp world. It is 

slowl), it is only when genera.tions have gOllf

by, that thp tram;formation effected by Albany 
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and Edgar brings round the age of Cymbeli~. 
Moreover, those who examine that age, as deline-
a.teq by Shakespeare in his later play, will find 
it enormously less developed in the direction of 
self""g'overnment and individual freedom than 
soci~ty as it exists in Britain or the United 
States to-day. Yet when it is compared with 
the age of Lear, everything is seen to be both 
free and healthy; and at the same time the best 
(>nds of government are being quietly gained. 

The fact is that, as no stage of social or politi
('al development is final, so none is without its 
"lpecial eXl'ellenC'e, plovidetl it be .,ea son able. 
Even the 10we'St "!tage of all, where the word of 
the chieftain is supreme amI the C'lansman's sole 
thought is to obey~ I11ay haw' a beauty that is all 
its own No stage of "!o('iety ha"l furnished better 
f:lxamples of all that kindles admiration and 
makes the heart heat fast allc1 high, whether the 
example~ that oc('ur to one ('ome from the roek
begirt vales of Coorg or Rajputana ot' from those 
nOIthern hills of Scotland whiC'h were once the 
home of "that supreme devotion which the South-
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~rnneverknew."Thing8 go wrong only ..• "W'.~~. 
~herei8 an attempt to maintain methodslllJi~d 
.principles of rule after the time for which they 
arentted has gone by, or when methods and 
.principles are introduced before the time which 
tlley ,befit· has come. Those who desire that, ill 
matters of government, India should be even as 
Hritait~are not to be disa,ppointed when it grows, 
clear to them that there can be full eonSUlnma~ 
tion, of their hopes only in a <.tistant future. Every 
step on tIle way to that consummation, if only it 
fits the time, will be beautiful and healthy,-far 
better and morebeautiflll than any portion of the 
way will\?e if progress is pressed prematurely on. 
There is fitness and therefl)re beauty, al1d there 
ought to be supreme satisf)l.ctioll to the 6nlooker, 
in every stage of the life-history of a plallt,-in its 
green upsprillging,in its branching and its leafage" 
in its tender unopened buds, quite ~s much as 
in its flower, or in the fruit· which it ,I»'oduces 
when decay and death are near. This is the 
warning whieh a review of" King Lear" suggests 
to~hose who, in regard to Indian pqIitics, are 



106 

in danger of rushing on the Scylla of too fiut. 
" King Lear" affords this other warning for 

those who tend to be overwhelmed in the oppo
site Charybdis of tou slow. The indispensable 
transformation of the principle of rule must not 
be delayed for ever 011 the pretext that prepara
tion for it is insufficient, and that inward moral 
forces are still too weak. Perfeet preparation for 
anything whatever, there will never be in thii" 
world. When Albany, helperl by Edgar, pro
ceeds with (·autiou,", foJtep~ to sustain the gor'd 
state hy 11 higlwr thull the outworn kind of 
government, "love" its far from having mastered 
every 011C. Only, the supreme exemplifi('ation 
of it in Cordelia, and the tprrible efleets of the 
want of it ill otlwrs, have had ~U('h efle(·t that 
the eonlll1unity, UlHler the If'aden,; whom it is 1'10 

fortunate as to find, is adeqllat(']y. though not 
perfectly. pn'pared for th(, hi~her stage into 
which it pastscs. Tht' successful re~ult is seen ill 
" Cymbeline." 

StmlentR ought easily to graHp this distiuetioll 
between preparation that is adequate and prt'-
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paration that is perfeC't. Classes are not perfe('t in 
their old ~udies WIWIl it i& right, and even ne('es

sary, that they should begin lIew oue!;. ThE' 

teacher def'iJe"l when the time for advance has 

eome. Doubtles" he may eat,ily makE> the advanee 

too soon; but if he wmtt, till all his pupils arf· 
perfect in all that ha"l been taught them, it will 
never be made at all. MallY members of th€' 

(·lass hiay be far from 31- expert as they ought 
to be in fractions or the rule of thret' Some of 
them it might be pm,,,ible to pilule ('yell in the 

multipli('ation tahlt· Y t't It U1.l} be l)f'ri( .. (·tly rip-lit 
that thp das., shoultl begin to -.tlHly algehra 

It i:-. tlH" samp in grpatpr thing"l. What i:. 
llPeded i" that thol->t' 011 whom the rer.;pon'lihilit~ 

re-.t-. "hOllld have <li..,( f'rIIltlt'lIt to kllow whell 
what Shakf'l->ppare ('alh, .. love' is pre"lent in 

fluffieif'nt force to lwa1' tiJ{) ('omInunit) tIn ou/Zh 

til(' tlallgP18 of tl'aU'litlOll, and that tlwy "bouid 
have thf' btr(,llgth of" ill to eiloofle tIl(' timf' that 
i" IWlthf'r too eall) Hor too late Of <,ourse

those who hav(' the wit and the decision EoO to 

act will reap little popularity They will he 
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denounced on the one side as demagogues &nd 
firebrands, at the very moment when they are 
being denounced on the other as time-servers, 
reactionaries, and cowards. If they are men of 
• love,' the amount of suffering implied in this 
abuse from both sides will not be too hard for 
them to bear. If at the FOame time they are men 
of strength, the abuse may lighteu their task 
hy affording them amusement. Men gifted thus 
with power to disC'em their time and bear its 
burdeus--gifted. with that ('onstru('tive states
manship of which the dearth is lamentably 
~'onspi(,uou'5--are the ('rying want of India as 
regards its "locial and politi('al eOll<'eJ'llS. By 
the measurement which hi'ltory applies to time, 
the ruin of India is lIot di!;tant if me)'} are not 
forthcoming among her leaders and her rulers 
who-to nat' the words of Tennyson witl! but 
slight anel merely grammatiC'al variation--

.. Know thp Seo.~onR \\ Ilt'n U) take 
OccaRion by the hand, and makf' 
Thp bound'! of frt>edolll \Hdt'r yet 
By 8haping Romp allgu~t dt'cree 
To kt't'p tht' thront' un~hakt'n still, 
HroM-ba~ed upon the people's will." 



109 

Such, thell, is tile first broad and fundamental 
principle that is disclosed by applying tll$ 

thoughts of Shakespeare in " King Lear" to the 
political and social condition of this great lab(l. 
It is that the transition from the first stage of 
dvilized soeiety to that which ought to den~lopp 
out "Of it, can be safely made Dilly when that 
public spirit, that postponement of self to the 
commun good, that de, otion to the grpat ends 
that society sUbSerYfS which Shak~8peare &lets 
forth as 'Im'c,' has place ttud power in the eyery· 
day :tnachinery of the ('onullunity. 

SUdl remaining lessons as I mean to state may 
be discussed more briefly_ They are all fitted 
for tlw guidance of those ill whom 'love' is 
r£>8.11) at work. 

Promiut'ut among them is the le(i,bon that such 
men must giVE' free play to whatever of' this 
'love' they have. Nothing must be allowed to 
withholtl them from any action that the time 
demands. They may be" tempted to keep in 
Sihe background by disgust at the malignity of 
others, or by some fit of temper. This is what 
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i<s seen in Cordelia. Or they may yield to 

such slowness or timidity of nature as holds 
Albany in subjection for a time. A hundred 
evil tende'wies, perhaps in the disguise of 
modebty, may restrain them. But if those who 
are sound at heart are silent when they ought to 
speak, or ina('tive whcn deeds arc called for, be
hold the inevitable rel-lult! The neglected oppor
tunity will be seized by the GOllerils and Reg-ans 
of thf' hour. Power will pass to those who will 
u'le it for wholly .,elfish ends. These will soon 
find n"wald" to be their tooh, Edmunds to bring 
ener:.ry and talents to thf'ir aill, and perhaps 
Corn walls to emulate t heir atrocities. In times 
of trial and trall,>ition, the '>f'lf-eifal'ement, 
upon all~T plea, of thm\(> ill whom there are 
real lleRireR for tllf' ('ommon :.rood, may drive 
ba('k sonu" as it drove Kent and Oordelia, to the 
hopt>l<,,,,, remedy of force; and it must ~ive rise 
to evil" which, if eured at all, ('an be ('ured only 
at the expense of great sufferin:.r and lasting loss. 

Hut for those who, from pure motives, desire 
to help in bestowing a larger life and a freer rule 
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en India, it is not enough to see what the time 
requires and what opportunitiE's it atrords; nor 
yet is it enough that they be willing, at what
ever sacrifiee of ease and popularity, to speak 
the right and do-it. It is further nE'eded that in 
regard to everything, and (,hiefly in regard to 
patiem'e, they ('onform to the laws by whic'h 
this-whole frame of things ic; governed. Edgar, 
not I..ear, must he thf'ir model. It has been 
khown that the old Kill!i~ grasping aftf'T 
the immediate attainment of his ends is the 
<1ireet (we:tsioll of all til(> ruin. His endf-l are 
altogether ('X('ellpllt. He fails to gain them 
because he takps his own ha'!ty way instead 
of following th(, patif'lIt path by which alone it 
i'! pO'l<;ible to 1 each them. Thoc;e who wish 
to bring on a brighter politi('al and fKwial day in 
India must try no ... hort-c'uts. They must learn 
from hi'ltory how the good things they desire 
('an really be got. 'rhey mU'lt be as ready to 
act on the laws whieh hic;tory reveals as the 
cultivator is ready to aet on tIl(> laws which, 
after long digging, and manuring, and watering, 
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and tehding, provide for him the harvest that. 
he longs for. "Behold, the husbandman waitetb 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the ea.rly and 
latter rain." Those who will not toil and be
patient, like the husbandman, may profess what 
they likt" but ar(> no true labourerl;j in the eause 
of India's progress 

Again, tllf're is the cognate le'i!~on of the need 
of self-restraint in those who would playa use
ful part in effecting the great transition. The
benefIt of the power to control pa'lsion, even when 
passion i'! most natural, appears in Eagar Hi~ 

self-re'Straint is promlltE'nt among tllt' qualitiE'''l 
which fit him for tIl(' great work wilich lw 
begillb to do when he passe"! frolll our sight. 
The evils of tIl(' w(tut of self-rf'':>traint appear on 
all sides in the drama l~very HE'W outburst of 
Lear's ungoveruable passion serves only to draw 
the ("oil of misery tighter round all the sufi'f'rers. 
The noble Kent faib upon the whole because 
he fails at this point. In those who are at WOl k 
along with others for a great and distant end, an 
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uncontroUe(l outburst for fin hour, perhaps not 
by any means excus€'le~'l, may work. more e~~ 
than years of honest labour will effect of good. 

Let me ('lose with one more lesson wltil'11 
Shak.espeare's line of thought appears to press 
upon tho'le who would have India pas" into a 
llew stage of political and 'IoC'ial life, and thus 
take higher mnk among the people"! of the 
world. Those w}lP mop to ~ive eiJ'ef'tive help ill 

that transition must hf' prf'pal'€'d to pny the prire 
not only of 10"!" of populanty,-that i"! but a 
"!mall thing.-but of f(>a1 trouble and real 
"luffering They will "!niJ'er for mi'!takes whi('li 
they are 'llUe to make them'lelvt>"!. They will 
~nffer for the mi.,take" of other'! They will suffel' 
fl'Ol1l til€' hatrell whi('h their 'ery df'votion to 
ull'lf>lfish (>n(l'! ill ('('!'talll to impirf' in those whose 
motive is s€'lf-llltPrP<,t. or loy€' of applause, or 
love of power It is olll~ by treading the path of 
sufIering that "love" ('an combat the evils of its 
time and vanquish them. Men may .,hut their eyes 
to this law, or may l'omplain of it. It iR usele"R to 
do f'ither, for thiliJ i'l the unaltf'rahll? C'onclition 
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on whiC'h enduring good i~ ever done. 
~~roe'! and benefa,ctoN, the world always 
the erol;}s where it owe~ the crown." 

To its 
" gives 

Their 
~uffering ma" pasl;} in course of time, as it does 
with Edgar; or it may end only when life ends, 
as with Cordelia. Rut without pain and self
'laerifie(> and trial to tho'l(> who achieve, there 
('annot, in this world, he aC'hi(>vement that is worth 
th(> name. 

Whetlwr tllOl;}(> who toil for great end" are to 
have any of the prai'le of men or not, whether 
they I'trf' to I;}f'e ill life nny of the fruit of thflir 
lahonr'l all(l rt'joi('e in it or not,--theo;;e thing'! are 
def'idt'(l on prin('jplel;} whi('h art' at pre'1ent hid 
from ll". What we know i" that, a('('ording to 
the plan of the world, q lle'ltioll'l lik(> these are 
quite suhsidi:n y They Illll'lt be a('('epted ao;; I;}uh
'li<liar~' by tho'lf> ,,,ho l1lf>an to bf> thE' in .. trumento;; 
of any lofty pmpo'1f' Happinf''l'l, 'lu('('e'l'l, pro'l
pt>rity, i" Bot the aim of life Tho<;e who make 
it '10 therehy .. et them'lelve<; a<;ide from taking 
any part in eff(,( ting .. alutary <'llange for their 
,l!!e, their (·olllltry. or their 1':1('e The tloing of 
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the deed, whl\tf~vf>r he the ('onsequen('e to til(> 

doer, i~ the Rupreme and only purpo~e of thqse 
in whom" love .. prevails, Hy the help of' thost; 

and none hut those, who fac'e th{'sf> fa('ts and arp 
not detf>rred h~ them, ('an the transformation 

take place which it is only right thm all sons of' 
India ~hould f>arnestly desire 

These arE> by no means all the thought'S appli
cahlE> to the nef>a" of thE" hour which the f'0ff>
l!oillg intf'rprf'tatiol1 and ('ommE>llt" are fitted to 
"n~gf''>t Tlwy arf' only souw of thE" mo,>t ohviouo;l. 
Bllt if 111)' reader" will 'lttHl) thi~ grE>at drama 
OW'f' more. heltring ill min(l tlw ('ommon hut aU~ 
impOl'tant moral" whi('h 1 havf' tried to point 
for prp"el\t llC,p. it mlty Hot ill:' ill vaill for India, 
am mOl'f' thall for them'lpl\·p"" that thf'Y havf' , . 
('OJIlf' undf>r tllf' IJIfllWIH'P of" Killg Lf'ar:' 
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l<;ugh~h \me1I('.tn •• \1\\1 JUdl'lll l'''nod1\',Il~. 

7 Departrnental Rpvlews and Notes 

.AJI'~l'y I 

The~e notes 
are Contributed 

by liJIpectahsts 

In 

each 
Branch . 

G A NATES4N & GO, PUBLISHERS, ESPLANADE, MADRAS. 
LUHC A CO GRE n RLlSSEll 8T , lOIlDOI'. 



r~~~~ 
• UJRg>ulinel'. if 
~. The Inqian .... ournal of Education.---K(ltlPlS wen l 'I tIl) toth" !ltalldllti1.,pf excellcflllc of it" fiflSt IlIIm~r and ··t,1 

t\.,. •• l'('i!(~et!l the j::l'{'lIt"st eredit 01\ it~ tlondlwtof8. ' .. 
,- The OrientalUst. It is with g-reat pJell.l!nrlt thnt. we 

~. 1I11110Ilne(\ tin> app£ll!raj"l'" of II Ilew hijlh class mlljl:a:dne I' 
'Jf' inlmlia"" The lnrlill.1l Hevil'w, published lit; }larlnll', . 

~ l'romisl's to beaJl irnpOl'tllflt nrgollli of lllLth'" oPiniOIJ. .....".' 
, The Madras Mail.Thl' H",·jew well maintning '1 
t (,h,' bright. prOlnise of UIt' fir"!. !lllmber. ~ 

~. The Madras Times.· It is all exm·lh;nt, perio,HtlUI., 

1 The Educational Review .. The !JIlUrtt/- llfl"it!'IV ..! 

'. 

t\""PI'>"'''. whllt it. '" l,l) ,\oubt l-il,uilll', illertllus.in)l; llpprr-ci- l~ .. · 
nthm. .. .. Then' iH 110 peri(JIlka' in 11111ill whld. up-

1'1'01l"''''S i1 for til\' \l\OIl"Y. .. .. It "at.".r~ for al! fend"N<, 

£ and ,hollld prove II \l'deoll\(' addition II) flw rrmlling tahles ~ 
~ of Fir4-gr;H\{' ('01 Iq~'~s, Tl,,'\'('. is no ot.her l}l)ri(j(liel\l ~ 
fA ill lwlin which i" rllll on "xadly th" '111110' lilies. t' 
~. The Hindu.·- 'V" wist. the '\lrl~'zil\(' th," sl\\'('\'~" it"" t 
1. w"lI <1",,,,'\""S. .. .. Thel'(> ('all b(' 110 Ilotlbt thnt enter- t 
I I'd,;", <If this "Jrt will ",ark ti", I"'ginlling of " H{,W era, ~ 
1': of ,,,.rin,\i('Ii-l Jikl'atllre ill I.his COlllltl·Y. affording as t.hey IA 
;-1 ,10, not ollly illt(ll'c"ting rell.ding to thl, public, but ul"'<l ~' 

.~ :~~~Il:'~:':;; ;:::~i:~:I(:,:ciHe of likrary ",}ont "mong l~lIglillh- i 
~ Power and Guardian :.- \V" m',.' "lll" " if the pub1ic' '7 

t lightly appreciate t.he lle"i~lI:, >IS t1wy Khould. til(' future ~ . 

. ~ of the mll,!(Itzine is bright, and the earel'f loug, , 

._~~"""'-t"~~~_~~'_-""'~ ~" . .".._-. 



SUfGLS C:<U·V>Ac. EIGHT + ONE: SHILLING 

AMONG THOS!': WHO 'fIAVlIl Ai,READY l'ON'l'IUllI:TU) 

Sit' Charles Arnold White. f{l;. C. I. E. 
HOIl. Mr. Jlutice Ranade, M. A.., O. L E, 
Rornc.h Cbunder Dutl, C. 1. E .. I. C. 1:1. 
Proflls~()) M RanJZ'll.dlluial M . ./It 
Prof. F. W. Kellett, M A 
ProfeosHor E,i-vin John~on, M A . 
• Julian Jarnf's Oot,ton, D. ArC. F; 

Bahu l'rlth"!~ Clu~ntlra ItIlY. 

E Laboul'illll'tl Thoflltou, 1. C. 8 
Pan<lit S ~f. Nate'a ~a'tt'l B A •• M 1" L >-
141ll'l!'jo,,,s T. D'lwid B ... ,L LB. 
V. VellkayvA, M A. 

C. W. E. ('ottOIl, R A, I C.~, 
Kamala Sll.thillllatban. n. A. 

Prof. J. G. Jennine;~. 
Alfnl<l Chaf,tcl'~m. B HI'. 

Alfteil NUlJily Esq •• Bar-at-law. 

Sara MaekenzH' Kl'nnp,iv 

H. Y. Nanjunrlaya, M A .• M L 


