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OLU' first l'eque!lt at th' bst Congress was f()r the con~titution of a Itoyal 
Comu;i ' ion, Unfortunatply the autboritieH in l~ngland have no¥ seen their way to 

grant a Royal Commission, 'l'hey "'Y it will upset tlte authorities here; that it 

will interfere \I'ith the pl'ostige and control of the Govel'l1ment llm'c. I think 
that this is a very POOl' complinwnt to 01ll' rulers on tl:i~ side. H I uadel'stand a 

man lilt , Lord Dufterin, of HllCh "aRt experience in adminiRtl'atioI:, kno\l'ing, as he 

does, wuat it is to rule an empire, it \I 'ould be impu,'~ible ror ltim to be daunted 
and frigl1tened by a commission making enquires here. I think this al'gum 
a very pOOl' one, and \\'e nHlRt oncl' morl' tiay that to the inlJabital1t of Inch. 
a Pal'liamentJ'j' COlUmittee taking eyjdencl' in Eugbnd alone can never be satis

factory, for the Himple reason tlmt \\ ·lnL1, the COlllmittee \I'ill Ieal'l1 by the ear " 'ill 
nev r enable tlll'll1 1,0 und erRtand \I'lnti they ought to ,~el:' II ith tlIeir eyes if they 
are to )'ealiy,e \rhat t lll' e\'idence or thp \I'itnesses l'l'ltlly lllean~. :::;till, 1I00\,evel', it 

i~ so far satisfactory that, not\l 'ith~tancting 1,111:' cllltllg\:' of Oo\'el'l1lJlent and the 

\i.cil:lsitucles which this POOl' Pal'liamental'Y Committe\:' has unde"gone, it is the 
intention of Parliament that under any and all ci l'CLlmstancC's It Coml~litt ee shall 
be appointed. At tlJe same time this COl11mittee in /,ut'Ul'O ties t he hands of the 

authoritic~ h"l'e to a lal'ge extpnt a;ld Pi' i't'ilts Ub from saying all \I e do realJy 

want. 
Another l'e 'olution on lI'hich 1I"l- must report some pl'ogl'ess lI'as to the 

effect that the K. "\V. PI'()I' inces and ih\:' Punjab OUgllt also to lJa\'e Legislative 
Councils of their 011T]' "r e knOll' that th e Government ha~ just, given a Legi '

!atiye e'-ouncil to the K. "\V, Pl'oYincep, and we lJOpe that this progress may extend 
lUl,ther and satisfy our \\'i"h el< a, to otller provinces al;:o. 

The foul·th resolution bat! rl'gill'd to the ~el'\'ice C]ue'ition. In tbis matter 
we r ally seem to have 1l11tdl' SOllie distinct progrl'ss. The Public I::lf' l'"ice COlll

mission is nOli' sitting, and if one thillg mol'(- tlian allother can prove that the 
G'overnment is sincere in its desit'\:' to do sOllwthing for us, this appointment of. 
sLlch a Commission is that thing. You pedmps remembel' the \rords " 'hiclt OUl' 
noble Vicero) used at Poona. He Raid: " llol\'e\'el', I will say that from- first to 
last I have been a 8tt-ong M\'UCl1te fo!' the appointment of a Committee or Com
miRsion of thi ' sort, and that ,,'lten "ucceeding Go\'ernment~ in England changed, 
I haye on each occasion ",arml), impJ'es.ed upon the Secl'etal'y of i:ltate the neces
sity of pel'severing in the nomilUttio lJ of a Co;nmission. I am happy to think that 
in )'esponse to my eamest representations on tbe subject, H er Majesty's present 
Ministers have detel'mined to to.ke action. I consequently do not realJy see what 
mo.re during the short pel'iod I haye been amongst you, the Government of India 
could have done for that most import.c'1,l1t and bUl'I1ing queHtioll ",hich was perpe

tually agitating yOUl' mind, and wm! being put forward by the natives as an alleged 
injuktice done to the educated native cltlsses of tItis countt'y in not alh)\ring them 
adequate employment in the Public , 'en rice. I do not tllink you can poil\t out 
to me any othel' que 'tion which 80 occupied public attention or wa.s nearer to the 
bearts of youI' people. Now the door to inquil'Y has been opened, anil it o.nly 
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rem:\in for yon, by tb torce of logic of your repl'e' ntation& 'and of the e"idenoe 
you may be able to flu i>mit, to ma~e good your case ; if you suee ed in doing 80, 

all I can ay is, that nobody ,,,ill be better pleased than myself. In regard to 
othel' matters, which have b en equally prominent in your De'" paper and your 
addre~8es, and which hal' > been 80 constantly (li.'cllRRed by your associations, I 
III,we also done my b 'st to SOOut'e for you an ample inH·xtigation:' 

'l'here \\'e haye his own 1\ ords as to his intention'S and tile efforts he made 

to g t thi s Commi~~ion. Tbis shou ld cOl1vinf'p us of his good faith and sympatllY 

with liS. WIll'n 1 think or Lord Duffel'in, not only n~ OlU' l)l'esent Viceroy, but 
belWing in mind all I\'e knoll' of him in hi~ pa~t em'eer, I sllOuld hesitate to b -Ii ve 

tbat he could be a mltn devoid of tile deepest sYI?}Jathy with any people 
strugglin~ to adl'ance and i1111)I'OI'e thpil' political condition. Some of you may 
remembel' one 01' t \l'O extl'tLct'l \\'ilich I gave in my llolbl'rn Tuwn Hall ~p i i!h 

fi'om LOI'd Dufferin's lettel's to the Till1 e,~, and I eannllt COnCeive that a person of 

such warm sympathies could fail ttl sympathi~e \I 'itl, II~. Rut J ma.y ~ay this mnch 
that, feeling as 1 naturally do 80l1W intel"'st about the \'iews and intentions of our 

Yieeroys and Go,'el'nOI'~, I ha\'e had the opportunity of gt'ttillg ;.lome infol'ITmtion 

from friend.' on II 110m 1 call I't' ly and " 'ho are in a po!<ition to know the trutll; 
and I am able to say in the word ... of one or thp~p fl'ii'nd~ that 'the Yiceroy's in
stincts are eminently liberal, and he regal'd~ with neitllt-'I' jealou"y nor alarm the 
de ,ire of tile educated cla~se;; to be aUoII'ecl u, hl'gPI' share in tIle administration of 

their own affai l's, ] ndet'd 1 I'on-ide l's it I'pry Cl,pditablp to tlu'lU tll!1t they should 

do so.' A~ "\,iC81'0) ht' 1m;; til cOllsiclel' nll ~ide~ of a C]llP .~tion from the ruler'lS point 
of viell', and tu nct a;; lit' think ' ;;al'e and propel', But we may be 'uI'e that we 

have his deep and l'e l'Y genllinl' sympathy, anll lie Ilia), fairly clailll and expect 

mllch good at his lIal1d~ , 

But yet j\lI,th l' l' 1 \\'Ould en(llll rt' \\'ht'ther the intentions of the SecI' tary 

of State for India anll or til, otllel' bOl1lo allthol'it.ie .~ al'e equally favourable to OUl' 

claims. The l'osolutioll on itx vel'Y fttCP tells us lI'hat the intention of the em'c
tary of ;:;tI~te ilS. It says: . In regal'd to i t~ obj~ct the Comllli~sion \\'ould, broadly 

speaking, be I'equit'erl to del'ise a schemc lI'hi ch may l'oasouably be hoped to pos

se s thenecessal'Y elements of nnality,ancl to do full justice tu the ciailU8 of native 

f India to a high I' and more extensil'e employment in the PLlblic Service.' \ 
There \I'e have the highest aLlthority making a clecla,ratioll that he de ire to 

do full ju tice to the claims of the nativl's of India, ... Oil', our only reply is that we 

are thankfLll fOl' the enquiry, and we hop> that we may be able to 'atisfy all, that. 

what we ask is both reasonable and right. 
As anot.her proof of the intentions of our British rulet's, a fm' back as 53 

years ago, when the native of] lldia did not thelllselyes fully Lllldt:;t·stand their 
rights, the stutesmen of nglalld of their OIm free \I ill decided w!tat t.he policy of 
England ought to be tOIl'!Iol'dH India. Long and impol'tant \\'as the debate; the qUtll!l

tion was'disollsHed froin all pOlJ1 t . of view; the danger oE giving political power kI ' 

the people, the insufficiency of their capacity and other considerations were all fully 



PART RECONn, 

wt'iglwd, and the conclusion WItS come to in unmi~takable anrl lln~mhigllOu~ term~, 

that the policy of Bl'iti ]) rnl 'hould bo a policy of ju ·tio (chrel',~ ), the policy of' 
the advanc ment of one-~ixth of the human l'ace (Cheel's), India \\'a to be regal'd

f'd as a t.I'Ufolt placpd by God in thpil' hl1llds, and in the dup disrlllwge of that truRt 

they re olypd that they \\'ould {ollo\\' thp' plain path of duty,' a~ MI'. Mae.auiay 

callpd it; on that 0 ca~ion lil' Naid, "il'! nallr, that lw wonld rathel'Ro£' the peopl 

of J nelia frc and able to g-o"el'll 1 heml<elye~ than tlmt th!'y 'Hmld I'enmi n the 
hvlld,'nwn of Gl'pat J31·it ltin and til(' ohsP(juiollfol tOadi(-'fol of Hl'ihsh officials. ( lteel"~') 

Ij'hi' \\'3.8 the ess!.'ncp of tllP poli cy of 1 K:$;i, and in tlw AcL of that y(-'ar it \\'Its laid 

down I '1'llat no natil'P of Lhe said tl' l'I'itol'ies, nor any Hut ural-bol'll HubjPct of Hi~ 

Maj sty l'e/lident thal'pin Hhn.1l, by rea'on only of hi., I'eligion, place of bil'th, der.;cent 

color or any of thl'11I bp diHabled hom holdino- any place. officp or pmploympnt 

lwder the r.;aid COl11jJan~' .' (Pl'o/Ollfrd d,m 'ill!'/-) 

'V E' do not, ,n' could not, a,k for mOl'e than this; Ilnd all \\' 0 IlIl\'e to pre. ~ 
upon the COI11Il1ission and (-J-on'l'nnwnt i~ tlmt tlw~' should noll' hOJ1E'stly gl'(Lllt l18 

in practicp hel'p " 'hat Gl'pnt Bl'itllin ft'pe ly conceded to us 50 rears ago, when we 

our elveR \\'(>1'(-, too littlE' E'nligllt(' nr d p,'en 10 lL~k for it. ( £()ud Chfl'l'S.) 

,Vt' Ill-xl pa~~p(j thl'o\lgh a Lillie of troublE', and tIll> BI'itir.;b :11'ms wpre tl'iul11-

pilant, WI1Pn they bad completely surm ()ul1tpd all their difficulties, and completely 

vanquished all their adv£'rsal'ip. , th e English nation came for,Yard, anil,nated by the 

same high and nobl e rp ~oh es a~ before, ann gal'!.' L1S that glorious pl'Oclamation 

which WP should for erer prillE' ::L1ld l'CYl' rence a~ OLlr "fag-nil Ohat'La- greater e"en 

than the Chal·tl'l' of 1 "':i:-l. 1 Iwpd not I·('pea.t t bill, glori(JII~ )11'oclalllation no\\', Tor' it 

is ngraven on all your l!ear·ts (h)lld chfe,''') : bllt it ('onsi itllte' Huch a grand and 

gloriolLs chariel' of olll'libpr'ii e~ thai I think PWI',\' ('hild a~ it hegin~ to gMht'I' illtelli

gE"JlCe and to lisp it" lTIotht-r-lollgll( ', (J1lg- lit to 1)(· il1 •• rlp to commit it t o nWI110I'Y. 

( hlel's). In tlwt pro 'lumutif)J1 "e iJal'e ag-ain a conJirlllatioll of the policy of 1 H:J:~ 

and ,'omething more. In it art' ell1 bodied the gl'I'lm of all that ,,'e aim at no\\', of 

all that we can de 'ire li el'eafte l·. ( Cheers. ) We have only to go befoee the Govern

ment and the COllllni"l<ion now ~itting and ),ppcat it, aJld lolLy that all ,no ,mnt is 

only "hat has ali'eady ht'(-n gl'anLeci to U~ in set ternls by tllat 1)J't)clamatinn, and 

that all we noll' ask for i that the gr'eat and generous con 'e 'sions Lhel'ein ml1de to 

u, in word, ball actually be made our ' by deed. (Loud chee)'.~) I will not, however 

enter into furth r details, for it is a ~ubject on which 1 should be led into speaking 

for hOUl'S, and even til n I. should fail to cOllvey to you an adequate id a of all that 

is in my heart, I have said enough to 'hoI\' our !'ulers that OUt' case is complete and 

has bepn made out by themselve , (U7uel's,) It i enough for me ther fore to stop 

at this POlllt, 

Al1otlle,r resolution is the impr'ovement and enlargement of th Legislative 

Councils, and the intr'oduction intu them of an el(-'ctive element, but that is one on 

which my l)J'edecesRor in tIll.' cllair ha~ so ably c1(~scanted that 1 do not thiuk I foIhould 

take up more of your time Irith it. I ne d only Ray that in this matter we hope to 

JAAke ~ furtlwr IlAlvjtnce, and oh(l.11 try to place before out' rulers ",hilt we conMider 
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fl, po'! ihlc ~cheme 101' ttl!' introduction of an lectin~ element into the Lt>gi~latiY~ 
Councils, I need not bay tbat if this representation i intt'odllced, tbt' gl't'ate, t 
benetit \l'ill be conferred upon the Government it ,]f, becau~ at pl'eaent whatl:lver 
Act they pa that do not quite plea~e 11', we, \\'h thet' rightly or wrongly, ~rllmble 
and grumble against the GOl'ernnlE'l1t, and the Government only, It is true that w 
lJO,ve som of OUl' o\\'n pople in Councils, Bllt \l'e hav no right to demand any 

explanation ven from them; tlwy are not Olll' l'e pl'eHentative~ , and the Go\' 'ru
ment cannot relit'Ye themseivus from allY rli~Rati .. fa tion Il'tl may feel against any 
law w don't lih" If 0111' o\l'n repre Pl\tativr~ makr a mistake and get a law pass ,d 
\I'hich \I-e do not wan t, the Gorernllw nt at allY I'al t' \l'il! esc',lpe the gl' t~te l' portion 
of the consequent unpopu !wity , They Il'i li sa~ - LII'I'I' al'f' yout' OIl n I'rpreselltativeR ; 

We b lieved that thpy I'ep!'eseni d youI' lI'i hes, alld In' pa~~pd the la\\ , On the 

otllet' hand with all th t' Intt'lltgenc,', all th; supt'I'jOt' IUlO\\'ledge of 111t' 'Engli<h 
offi ials, lei them con l(~ a~ allgt'1~ fl'Olll hpaY en, it is i lllp(l~~lh]' fol' thl'IU to entl r 
into t11 8 feeling~ of th .. lA:wple, and ft'el.1' they repl, and I'nt r illto their mind 

(Cheer,~,) It is not any disparagement of them, but in tut' naiUl'o of things it cannot 

be other,,-ilSe, If you ita v!' tht'I'pfol't:' your rl'pl'e"entatil'es to reprt'~l'nt your feel
ings, you \l'ill titl-n lutl'e all opplll'tunity of gl,ttillg something I\'hich is congf'nial 

and sa(i~factor)' to you t'~elf; and what II·jll ht' ~ati~ractol'Y to you must al 0 be 
satisfactory to and good for till:' GOl'et'nml:'ut it~elf, (Cheer,.,) 

This br'ings me al~o to the point of reprp~entation in Pal'Jiampnt, All the 
mo~t funclaUl ental qut'~tion~ Oil Il'h ieh hinge i11 t' euti r't' fOl'm and character of the 
aelmini -tratioll hert' at'p decidl,(1 hy Parliamen t. ]\"0 111 fltiP r' Il'hat it iH, Lrgi~lati\'8 

Councils the \'l'l'ices,- notiting C!L n be rei'ol'll lt'd until Pal'lialllf'n L moves and 

enautk moclificationH oj'. t lt l' t'x ist ing . \ r:tH, :\"ot 11II1' singll:' genuine Indian "oic(' 
i8 there in Plwlianwni to 1 t' ll al 11'<\,1 II itat till' nati \'(-' Vit'll' i~ on any que~tion, 

rrhi~ Int.~ m04 forcibly ul 'gl'tl IllltJll I1W hy 'Rllgli~it gl' lItlpllwn \l'ho lwe in Pnrlia
l11ent themselv s; tIll:')' Haid til t'}' al\\,lLy~ fl:'lt it tu be a gr'eat elt' ect in Parliamf1nl, 

that it did not conl ain one Ni ngle genuine representati ve of tlle p ople of India, 
One of the qtlt'~tion~ which will hI' placed hefot'P this Congrei!f< and will be 

discussed by them, is the dpep ~)'!ll pathy Il 'lti ch this Congl'css fcpls for the poverty 
of the people, It i often under'stood and thought tlut when \\'e truCI'gle fOl' 

admission into tlte "ervices it is ~imply to gratify the aspiration of the fe\~ edu
cated, But if you examine tlti question thoroughly, you will find that this ma.tter 
of the Pubhc Set'vices wjU go fat, to settl e the problem of thE' povel'ty of the 

Indian people, One thing I congt'lttulate myself upon , I don't tt'ouble you with 
any testimony about the pOl' rty of India, You hal'e til te timony of ir Evelyn 
13a~ given only a couple of yeat's ago, ,,-ho told us in plain terms that the 
people of India wet'e extremely P00l', and al~o of' the present Fitlance Mini~tt'r 

wh repl:'at those wOl'ds, But amoilgst the screral Cl1llHeS which at'e at the bot
tom of ollr sufferings, this one, and that the rntJ~t important caus , i~ beginning to 

be l'enlized by our l'del'S, and that i~ a step of tlle most hopeful and promllJing 
kind. III the di:o;c:;ussion ",bO~lt the currency, tit Secretary of /'jtate for India, in 
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a letter to thE' Tr asu/'y ot the 26th JanuAry 1 6, make certain remarks Irhich 

·holY that our rule r nolY beO'in to undel' tand and to try to grapple with tb 

pl'Obl m ; and are not, 0 trich-lik ·, shutting their eyeR to it, I was laughed at 

when I first mooted the que tion of the poverty of India, and as igned as one of 

it.~ cauRe8 the employment of an t'xpt>nsi\'e foreign ngt'ncy. But now th highe t 

RutLol'ity en,] hasizes this viell", The Hecl'etary of Statt', in the letter just refer

I' d to Mid: ' Th position of ] ndia ill I'elation to taxation 'and the Ul'ces of the 

pttblic reYellne~ ii> yel'~' peculi!\!', not mf'I,t'ly from the habits of the people and 

theiL' strong aYf'l'sion to chang\>, \\"'hich is more pt'cially exhibitc·d tOlral'ds new 

form of taxation, hut likt'wise fl'om tht' character of the Government, wllich is 

in the hands of roreigner~, \dw hold all the principal administmti\'e offioes, and 

form 80 large a put of ti le Army, The impatience of ne w taxation which would 

hrwe to bt' borne, \lLolly a~ a consf'lluence of the foreign rule imposed on the 

cOllntry lmd yirtually to 1Ilt't' t additions to charges alising outside of til country 
1\ ould constitutt' It political dangt'I', the I'pal lIIagnitude of \\"I lich, it is to be feared, 

if! not at all appreciated h,r pel',~on~ who \i::LI'e no knowledge of. or concern in, the 

Goyernnwnt of India, but II hiclr tho,'e re,"pomibll-' for' t hat Go\'el'llment have long 

regal'dt'o n ' IIf the lJ10~t AE'rion~ "rdel': 
W (> lIla~' be surt' that. the pu blic conscience of England II-ill a~k II 11y the natives 

of India, after a IHllldl'ed Yl'ars of Briti h mIl-', are so pOOl' ; and as J ohn B ull, in 

a cartoon in Pnnrh is I'epresented as doing, \rill \yonder that r nelia i . a beggal' when 

)IP thought sire had a mint of lJ1(~ney, 

"Unfortunately this idea of Indi:t', II-ealth is utterly delusire, an d if a proper 

system of repre~entation in tlt e Counci ls be conceded, our r epresentat i\'es lIill tben 

btl able to make clear to the~t' COllncil~ and to Olll' I' Lllel'~ t1lose causes \\'hich are 

operatincr to ulldermine Olll' wealth and PI'(Hjlprity, a lld gnide the (-l O\'el'l1ment to 

til proper rem('dil' ,~ fOl' tIlt' g l'eatl',t of alll'\'il~-the pOI'el'ty of' the mas es, All 

the bl-'neiits we 11a\'e del'i\'ed hom Bl'iti ,~lt rule, all the noble projects of onr Briti ·b 

ruler , will go for nothing- if after all the countl'Y is to continue sinking deeper and 
dl'epel' into the abyss of dt'~titlltion, At one time ] was denollnced as a Pessimi't 

bot nOli tbat \1'1) ha\'e it on 1ltl' autl1011ty of OU I' l'Llh~l'S themseh'p~ that we al'e /It !'?! 

poor it ha ' bt'come the right, a~ \\'ell a8 the duty, ot this Congl'e'~ to set forth its 

convictions, both as to thi~ \\ 'idespread destitution and the primary st eps Ile dful 

for it~ alleviation, ~ othing i. more dear to thf' heart of England- and I speak from 

actual k l1O\yl 'dge-than India's \\'elfal'e ; and if \\'e only Rpeak out loud enobgh, and 

per~i~tently enough, to I'eacll that bu~y hear't, \I'e , hall not ,~peak in vain, (Prolonged 

c71f.eI'ing,) There I\,ill u se\'eral other questions brought before th Congres at 

their Committee meetings during the next three days, and 1 am SlJre from the JlameS 
of the delegah'~, a,' far as 1 am informed, that tltey will pro~ecllte th,eil' delib rations 

witlt all possible mod ' ration, 1 am Rllre that they will fully appr ciate the benefits 

of the !'lilt under II hich til y live, dlil tll" fllct that our rul er.s al'e "illing to do what

ell'!' \\'(' can Rhow them to be necessary fOl' our ",e]fal'e, shou ld be enough to en

C()llragt' all in tlw "ork, I d not know that n eel !lOW detain you ~i~h any 



fUI,thel' remarks, You have now some idea of II lint pl'ogr'~ ' ha~ bet'll 11IB(le in rc~

pect of the matters which wel'e discui'sl'd la.~t year. I hope we may cOlIgJ'atulatl\ 
olll'.~ehes next year that we ha.ve made furthor progl'es~ in attaining the objectM 

alike of the past yeat."s re,ollltion~ a.nd those I\"e may this rear pll~~, 1 ror one am 

hopeful that, if we a.re only true to ()urseh-e~, if \\"1' only do ju tiel' tt, flur

sl!llvos and the noble education lI"hich ha~ bt:'en given to us by OUI' 1'Ilh'I'~ alld "['!.'uk 

freely, with the fl'eedom of Hpet:'ch which has be n granted to U~, ""e may fai l'ly 

xpect our Gorernmeni to li , ten to u, and to grallt us OUI' rcasonable demand8. 

(LOtLCl cheel's.) 
I will concludl' this short addl'es, h,'" r('peal il1~ my ~ill(, ' I't' thankl:: to all of you 

fl, . ha.ving placed Ille ill this l!Onolll'able position :Lllti hy a.gaill 1'('1lll'l1ing tltanks 1 ' 

OUI' Bengal bretln'l'n on i)t'half of all the dell'galt' , II hUIll th,,) ha'"cll c(ll'diall~ 

,,"elcomec1 herr. 
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THE HON, MR, BUDRUDIN TYABJl : 

H,AJ A II i:lllt T, iUAOA Y"\ ]~AO AN]) GENTr,E~IEN,-I 1 hank you most ~illceJ'('ly 

for th':' ~I'Y great honor you haH' clOIW Ille by ckcLing IlIC Pn'~idelJt of t hi~ gl'('at 

national aH~eJ1lbly , (.Applause), Ol'ntlelllen, it is impossible not tv fed proud of the 

great distinction you have thus confel' l'l'd upon 1114', the g,'catest di ,~tillction which 

it is in YPUI' po'Yer to confer upon allY one of your countl'yl1wn. (!-ouel anel ron

tinHecl applat(,~e,) Geiltlt:'lllt'n,] lllLYC had the hOllO!' of' \\"itne sing g"eat pultli<: 

meetings both in Bpll1bay and (>ls(>\\ hl:'l'C, but it is quite a novel sensation for J111:' 

to appeal' before a meeting of this de~cription-a meetiug composed not mel'd), 

of the l'epresentnti"es of anyone cily OJ' pren of one pl'ovince-but of the whole 

of the raRt continent of India,-repreloenting not any one cln~s 01' intf:'rest but 

all classes (llea1', " erw, anci aJlplatl,~e) alld all intel'ests of the alrno~t innumerable 

different commw)'itieil thnt constitute the people of lndia. (,·lpplause.) 

Gentlmen, J had not t h l:' good fortune to be present at the pl'occpding, 

of the first Oongl~ess, beld in BOlllbay in It' 5, nor had I the good fortune to 

take part in the deliberations of the second ongress, held in Calcutta la~t year. 

But, gentlemen, I havH cal'efully read the pt'oceeding~ of both those Congre. ~s. 

and I ha.ve 110 hel'ica.tion in declat'ing that they illRplay an amount of talent, 

wisdom and elom:ence of which we hav~ every rea on to be proud. (Apllla ... ,) 
• # 
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Gt'ntlt'IIll'Il, from UI~ pl'()ceemng , of the two pa~t Congl'es~l-'s, I thin k we are fairly 

entitled to hopt) that the pl'oeet>ding~ of tlliH 1)I'(3s('nt COllgl'l'8 ~ "ill not (111)' 
be marked by tho:,c vil'tue:<, but by that ltloriel,atioJ1 and by 11111& solJl'ie1y of judg

ment which i~ the on:~pring of poJitie<tJ \\") ~d()m and poliiic.'l1 f'Xperil'llce. (. Ip

plctltSe.) GenUem 'n, all the fl'ielld~ and \\"elJ-wi~hel'8 of India and all those wbo 
take an intel'ei<t in ,mtching oyer the p l'ogl'es~ it d prosp rity of Ollt' people, Lave 

elelT J'eaSOIl to r joice at the illCJ'easing ~l1cce~~ of each sllcC"eeding Cong1'P88. At 
the first Congress in J30mbay, in 1 ' ~,j, \lOOP had Ie '11 than 1 UO l'eprc 'entatives f1'om 

the diiIerent, pal'ts of India, in the second Cnngl'ess, at C!Ulcutta, in 18 '0, Ire 

had as Ulany as 4 .. W repl'eiSen1K'ttil-PI', ,,-hite at thi Congl'eRR, J belie\"(' we hare

O\'el' 000 delegate~ (aJ'lIZclltse) representillg all til e dit1'Pl'pnt pa:' t ~ and all the diffpr- . 
elltcommullitH's of this g1'eat elllpi l'p, J 1billk, lll PlJ, (Tentlemen, that " -P Iwe fairly 

eutitled to say tl w.t tbi~ is a truly l'e]JI '\'~Pll l <1ti\'t' lI ational gat hf'I'ing. (H ew', heal' 

and aJiplau,~e,) lndt'ed, if that tenial il"t' 1'01'111 of rt-'p r('~eJl l ati ,'p institutions which 

has so often been a~ked for, hU1l1 Go"ei-JlIllent. " -PrI ' grantlJd 10 UH, Iha"e not the 
smallest doubt but tlw.t lIlany of the Gl'lItle lllen, J DO"- litLI"P tbe Ilono[' of address

ing. would bt: "Iected b~' theil' respectj,·(, r.ollst il l'PIH'ie- 10 l't'l'l'esent their intel'est' , 

(Aplilause, ) 
Gentlelllen, it ba~ bef'1l LLI'g'pd ill dl' I'ogatioll or OIU' chal';wtt' 1', as a l'eprelSf'llt

ative nat ional gaill t' ring, that olle g l' (J, Lt ,Lne! ililportallt eOlllll)lln ity- tht' i\lussIII

man community- has, ]tept aloof fl'Oll1 tllP Pl'oc\·pdil1g~ uf t Ill;' tin, la~t C()ngresse~ .. 

Now, gentleuwn, in tue til'l:;t phlCt', tlii..; i~ only parlially trllP aud applil's only to 

one pal,ticulal' part of 1 ndia, alld ha~ 1U00'eOY('I', due 10 eel'tain ISpe('ial, 10C<ll, and 

temporary caU8t'S Ehew', heal', (/lul (tJ'117((tI" p), and ill tIlt' st'colld plaee, lIO lS u'h 
l'ept'oach can, 1 think, ,,-itlt any ~ho" of justice be lII'ged agfLin -t thi" ]Jl'e,'ent 
Congl'tl · (applause) alld gelltJelllen. ] lIlust hOI1l·slly c()nft'~s to you tbat one gl'eJ.tt 

moti" , which has induced ll1e in tlte pl'lJ~t'llt t-.tale of 111)' healtJI, to und rtake the 

gl111" l'espollsibilite of pl'esiding OI"PI' YOII I' dt'libeJ'ation~, bas lJt'en an eal'ue,·t 
desil'\', on illy PUI't, to prO,"lJ, a; far a, ill IU~' ]JOIrel' lil's, tJ.at 1, at ll'ast, not 
merely in my indil'idual capacit~- , bllt a, 1'\'pI'P;;enting . the A.njuman-i-lslam of 
Bombay {loud aj!plao,;c), do Hoi coH;ic!\JI'1 !Jal tlJel'e is anytbiu'g wlJatever in position 

01' the relation ' of tilt' difi'el'eutcOJIlIllLlllities of rndia,- be they Hindu,', Mus8ul
mans, Parsee ', or ChristianS- II hieh 'JlOuld illduce the leader ' of anyone com
munity to stand aloof hom the otbers in their efforts to obtain those great genet'al 

reforms, t11ol5e great general rights which aJ'e for the common benefit of us all 
(hear, hem' (mel applause) and I\"hich, 1 feel a~/'IlU' el, have only to be earnestly and 
ulla.nilll()U~ly pres 'ed upon Government to be granted to u " . 

Gentlemeu, it is undoubtedly true tlrat each one of out' great lndian oommu
nitie ha its 01\"11 peculiar ocial, moral, ed uca.tional and even political difllculties 
to .mrmount-iJut 0 1'0.1' as , general political qUt'stion I1ffecting the whole of 

India- uclt M tho~e which alone lire discll ','ed hy tlliH Congress- are collcel'lled, 

I, for one, am utterly at a losF to understa.nd IIhy .Mus~ultUaI18 f,hould not work 

shoulder to Ilhoulder (hear, It.e<!1' and aplJ1attae) "ith their fello'w-countrYIIMID, of 
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other race,; and creeds, £01' the common ben!'ut 01' all. (ApJ)ZaltRe.) Ht'ntlemt'n, 

this i the principle 11 whioh \\"1' , in the Bombay Presirlt'llcy, havE> alway" act~ 

and from th numb r, the character, the position, and the attainment of Mu ul
man d~legate8 from the Bengal Pre idency nnd fl'om th PJ:~sidency of Madras a 
well as from th~ NOI'th-\\r e~t PI'o\'inct>s and the Punjub. 1 III\\'e not til smallest d(Hlbt 
that this is abo the vif'\\" held, with but few, j.J.ough, pf';'hap~, impol'l-ant excpp
tionA, by tJIt' leadf>r~ of t hf' MII~~ulman commtlnitie~ throughout the whole of 

India. (Jr"ll', ltf(l1' (t lid "1'l)7G"~f,) 

Gentlemen, it has been urged a,~ a i'lu !' upon our loyalty that tlli~ Congres~ is 
composed of what u!,p called til!' !'dll(;atpd nati \'('s of India, . ~o\\', if by this it i, 

intend~d to be cOl1Yeyed, that \w al'e merply a cro\\ d of people \\'ith nothing but, 
our education to commend us, if it is illt~' nded to bt' (;onve)l'd that the g ·li.try, the 

nobility and th~ aJ'i~tocl'ltey of th!' land lutl't' kept aloof from us, I can nllly meet 

that ass~l'tion by tht' 1Il0~t clirf'ct ane1 the mo~t ah~olllt(' dpllial. (Henl', l!pn,' and 

applmtse.) To any pf'rsoll \\'ILO 'nade that n~~l'rti()n 1 "llOuld fpt'l inclined to say, 

come "ith me into thi~ Hall (apJllanse) and look :wuulld you, ((lpplnllse) and tl'l1 
m~ where YOL! (;ould II'i"h to l'et' a better ['eprest'n tation of Ihe l~ri Rtocracy, not 

only of birth and or "palth. Illlt of intt'llpct, pdumtion, and position, than yOLt see 

gatlwl't'd "it hin tht' "all~ (If this llall. (AJIJllall.<e.) But, gpntlempn, if no such 

in~inllatiun is intended tu lit' made, 1 should only ~ay, that I 3111 happy to think 

that this Congl'es~ does consi)<t of thf' edu(;ated native' of India. (Heal', hew',) 

Gentlemen, I, fm' 0111'. am proud to bp called not only f'ducated but a " native" 

of this countl'y . (AJ'l,lallse (uut hew', ·heal'.) And, gt'lItll'men, 1 should like to 

know, " 'hert' among all tile millions oj' UPI' Majl'~ty's subjt'(;ts in India lJ,l'e to be 

found more tl'uly loyal , nay, In orp dt'votp,l fl 'iends of tht' British empire than among 

the~p flriuCoc'lted nati\'pi'. (Lolt cl alld conti,wed 1I/lp(mMe.) Gentlemt'n, to b a trne 
and a sincere friend of the British GOI'pl'nment. it is n(>ce,~sary that one should be 

in a position to appreciate the gl'eat blessings which that Government ha ' confer

red upon us, and I shoulcl like to kno\\' II'ho is in a bette I' positiol1 to appreciate 
these ,bl~s 'ing -the ignorant pea ants 01' tilt' t'clucatecl natives .? Who, for inlltance 

lIill better appreciate the ad vantugeM of goud roads, I'ailways, telegraphs and po~t 

offices, ~chools, colJ~ge ' and Llni\,~I'~itit:'s, hospituls, good lall',' and impartijl.l court 

of justice ?-the edllcnted native' 01' the ignorant peasants of thi country? (Ap
plause,) Gentlemen, if there eVe!' \I'ere to al'ise - \\'hich God forbid - any great struggle 

b~tween Rus ia and Great ]Iritain £01' sup emacy in this country-who is more like

ly, to judge better of the I'elative merits of the two empil'es? (JIear, ]l.U/,l',) Again 

I say, gentlemen, that in these mattei'S It i the educated natives that are best 

qualified to judge, because it is we, II'ho know and are best able to appreciate- for 

instl.nce,-the bles ings of the right.of pllblic meeting, the liberty of I~ction and of 

speech, and high education which W~ enjoy und~r Great Britain, whel'eas, probably, 

under Ru ia we should have nothing but n. haughty and despotic Governmt'llt 

who~ chief glory would conAi t in vast militat·y organizatior, aggrellsioll upon our 

Jleighboul's, and great milital'Y f':xpl(lit~, (Apl;lau~e,) 

:3 
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Xo gentlellwn, let 0111' opponents ay what they please, we, the educated 
natil'es, by th '111~'r for' of OUl' education, mu t be th b 8t appreciators of the 

bIer., ings of a civilized and enlig)ltellod Government and, therefore, in our own in
tet'e"t~, the bellt and tltunche t FmppOt'ters of the British Government in India, 
(AJ,plnll se.) But, gentlemen, do thost' \rho thlls charge us with disloyalty stop for 

a moment to consider the full meanillg Itnd (>:ffect of theil' argllment,-do they rea
liz the full import and ignificance of the assertion they make? DQ they under

,'tand that. in charoing us " 'ith disloyalty, tbey arr, ill reality, condemning and de
nOllncing the vel'y gcn'emment which it is theil' intention to support. (Hem', h.erl1', 

lo!!(l and ('ontinnffl apl,7mr,.e,) Fol', gentlelllt'n, when they say that the edl1cated 
nati 1'1', ' of 1 ndia al'(> disloyal, \I'hat does it mean'! It mea.lls this: that in the opini

on of thp eduCltwd nativl''', - that is to say, of all the men of light and leading, all 
tho "ho hast> I't'ceil'pn a SOlllld, liberal and enlightenpd esucation, all those \\'ho 

111'1' acquainted " 'ith tlw hiKtory of thl'ir o\\'n country and with the nature of the 
pl'Nll'nt and paRt g'ovpmmentA, that in the opinion of all the~e-the English Govern
lIH'nt i, RO bud that it ha~ deRf'l'red to forfeit the confidence and the loyalty of the 

thinl(ing pat't, of tIl(> jlopulation. (Hull', hen}' nnd npplmw.) Now, gentlemen, is it 
cOI1f'ci,' olt· t hnt a ' mOl'/> f"ightflll allll unjust condemnation of the British Govern

ment can he pl'OnOl1ncen than is implied in this charge of disloyalty against the 
educated nativp;; of I noia .! GpntJempn, if this charge were brought by som bitter 

enemie~ of Ctrl'at HI'ita.in. if it'were hl'ought by the RUAsians,-for ex,ampJe- I 
conld IInnerl'tand it. ("em', hu w ), ]3ut it is almost hpyond my comprehension 
that it should come, not fl'om enemies. hut,' horn the sl1pposed friends of the Bri
tish GO\,(>"J1l11pnt, (lolld langhte}', ((nel hem', heal' ) not fl'om the Russians, but 6'om 
Englisllmen, (hem' , hem' ) \\ 110 ])I'e. umably want, not to destroy, but to SUppOI·t their 
Government ~ 1 "ay it sllrpasse, my c()ll1pl'e l1('n~i()n, (Lottcl a1JJllau~e.) Gentlemen, 
jnst consider f (1I' II moment tIt " effect of thi" ,'pckless all egation upon the uneduca

ted millions of tll l' inhal.Jitants of thi~ country, upon the hordes of the Russians in 
the J. - OIoth , and upon the I'nlightened nations of RIlI'ope ~ I, uy, thel'efOl'e, that 

the conduct of those \I'ho th s reckles~ly eharge llS with disloyalty resembles the 
COlJdllct of tIl e " foolish woodman" wllO \\ as lopping off the V(' I'y branch of the 

tree UpO'l1 which hI' was standing (hem', hem', loud npplauRe and loud laughte'l') un
con ciou that the destruction of the branch meant the destrl1ction of himself, 

(.Applau.(e nnd lattghtel' ,) 

Happily, however, gentlemen, this allegation is a. absurd as it i unfounded, 
It i. as unjnst to UR a8 it is unjust to tllfl Government it impeaches, But, though, 
gentlemen, I maintain that the rouC<'l.ted natives, as a clal!8, are loyal to the back
bone (heal', hea?',) , I mu t yet admit that some of our countrymen are not always 
guarded, not al\\'ayH cautioulS, in tIll' language they employ. I mu t admit tl1at 
ollle of them do sometimes afford openings for hostile criticisms, and I must say 

that 1 have' myself observed in ome of the Indian newspapel's and in the speecheB 
of public >lpeaker8, entiment and expression, which are calculated to lead ODtl to 
till' conclll"ion that tlwy have not fully reftlj~l'iI. the distinction bpt,,'een li~nl'lc 
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and ljb~1'I Y ; that tltey ha\'e not wholly "TtL pro th~ I ~on, that free<imJl hall it,. 
r ·spon ibilitic no lei;' than iti:! privilcll' 8, J(,al', hcm',) And, thel'd'orc, gentlt:'
men, 1 tl'Ul>t that not ollly dtu'ing tit· debates of thi COIIIl'l' M, Lut on all occa, iODI'! 

we Illmll enll' beal' in mind and evel' 1l11pl-e upon ow' count,,) lOen that. if \It' are 

to enjoy the right of public ill cUlSsion, th~ libel'ty of speech und liherty of the 

)I" 8 , we IllUllt 80 conduct oUI'8eh e~ as to demonstl'lltl' by OUI' couduct by .,Ui' 
JUod~l'1\tion, by the ju, tn ~s of our cl'iticism~, that \\'~ fully de~ ' I'ye th ~e-the 

greate t bles'ings which an l!lllightened Go\'{mml~nt ca.n confer upon its subj 'ct. , 

VJ~ll', ltta?' wtd ul'pl(///,"f ,) 

Gentlemen, it haR b en sometime urged that EUI'ophJ.m in thib country do 

not fully Rympathi 'f' \lith the just a~pin~tions of the nati\ps of' llJdia, ]n h' 

til' -t place, this i" not universally trlle, beculIl<e I h!Lq~ 1 h good fCll'tun- to kuo\l 

many Elll'opeans than whom truer or more devoted fl.'iends of Illdra. do lIot. breathe 

on the fnce of the eart h, ( liel'e, heal' awl apphtlw, ) AlJ(I . ill the ~t'~:ond place, 

\\'e mu t be pl'epured to mnke \'I'I'y on idel-able"alloI\"I1.T1c\-S fol' Oll!' EUI'opean fello\\'

subjects, because their po 'ition in this country is slIl'l'ounded by difficult and 

complica.ted questions not mel'ely of II. political but of a SOCIal chal'acter. which 

tend mOl'e 01' less, to keep the t\l () communities a,undel' in "pite of the be -t efi'ol't" 

of the leadel's of EUI'opt'an no It'~" than of nalin> society , Gl'ntlellH'l1, so long as 

our EUI'opean friends come to thi~ country lL~ I1H>I'ply temporal') I'l'sidt'nts, '0 long 

as they corne here merely fOl' the pUl'po"e. of tl'we, COll1mer'cl' 01' of a pl'or, sino 

so loug u.s they do llut look UpOll I ndia as lL coulltry ill whol'e \I elfal'e they al'e 

pernHLJ1l'ntly intel't'st,\-d, so long i will lw illlPossible fcw LIS to t'xpect tlmt tIt 

lUlLjOl'ity of the EUI'opeans should i'I'!Ltel'l1ilR with us upon all gl't'ut public que

tions (heal', hew',) and it has, therefol'e, always set'll1ed to Illl' that UlIt' of tile gl'eat-

"t, tile mOl!t diflicult, the most complicated and, at the sainI' time. one of the most 

illlportnnt problems to be soln'd is how to JlIake OUl' European fl'iends look "UPOIl 

India a ill omt' Kense their' 0\1 n country, I'\'en by adoption, .i!'vr. gentlemen, if 

we could but induce OUI' l'etirt'C1 mer'chants, enginet'rs, doctor-;,solicitor's, butTistt'!'s, 

.judge!! and civilians to make T ndia pel'lnanently their hOllie, (/tUll' , Item' aael "1'
pZtt/use) whut an ILmount of talent and ability, political ex per'ience Ull(~ l'ip ' judg

ment, we should retnin ill Ind ia, fOl ' the benefit of us alL {"JpJ!llttl, .. ~e, ) All tho" e 

gl'ent q~elStion ' ill l-egal'd to the financial dl'ain ollilldia aud those que tiolls uri~ing 
from jealou~y of l'nces and the rivalr-y fo!' public employment-would at once dis

appear. ABd when we speak of the poverty of India, beca.ll e of the dr-di.lli.llg 

away of VlLst sums of money from India to England, it ha always 8eemed to TIll' 

btl'ange, that 0 little thought hould be bestowed upon the quo tion of tlll! pover

ty of OUl' re 'oUl'cas caused by tbe dl'llin of "0 many men of public, politica.l 11nd 

inwllectual eminence from our hOl'e e\'ery year, (.A 'Jplatl8e) 

Now, gentlemen, one word a.~ to the "cope of out' action and delibl'ration". 

It lUll! beptl l1rgecl-~olemnly urged-I\.~ an objo~tion a!!8illst om' pl'oceeding --that 

this Congress doos nl} di"cus~l tlle que tion of Sqcial Reform, Bllt, geutlemt'D, tltis 
matter bas alrea<Iy ~11 fully dealt with by my friend, Mr. lJaclabbai. :S-aoroji, ho 



pl't'",d I Oyel' YOUt' delib mtioll, ' 1a t year, And 1 UlU t oute'~ t1lt~t the ubje'tion 

'('m.' to me strange:,. ing that thj Collgl'ess i~ composed of tile l'epr sentativ " 

not of any one cl~8 or community not of one P(~l·t of India, but of all the differ

ent parts, and of all the diffel'ent clas. el', [tilt! of all tlte diftt'rent comillunitie 

of ludia. Wherea. allY qllestioll of /:)()Cial l{efol'm mu~t of nece 'sity afl' t some 

particlIlm' 1 art or some parti('.ulal' community of 1 ndia only,- and, therefore, gent! 

n n , it· filii to me, that altllcmgh, we, l\111s~almans, lutve our own 8()('ial 1)1'0-

lJlel1l' to oh'e, jUl'lt as out' Hindu and Pal'~ee friend' lmye t l,ei"K, yet, theRe que tions 

can b be~t dealt with by the leadl'I'''' uf tIle pat·ticuh.LI' cOll1l11unitie!< to which they 

l"elate, (.AI'I,la1/,~f,) I, the>I'pfot'e, think, ge>ntiemen, that the only wise, and, indeed 

the on I)' po~si ble cour,:,e we (jail adopt i" to conti ne OLlI' disclls"ion~ to .'uch qupstion.· 

a~ aJf·ct the whole of Indiaat hu'rre, and to ahstall1 frolll thp ililolcu",.,ioll of questions 

that Itffect It particular part or a particulal' conununity only, (I,cHld applause,) 

Gentlemen, 1 do not, at pl'e~':'Ilt at Jea~t, prOp()~l' to ~:~y anyl hing upon the 

nU'ioll pl'ObJem.' timt will he ~ublllitted to you for yow' eO Il~idt'I'ati(ln, 1 huve no 

doubt that t.he l]ue,.,tilln~ ,,"ill he di~('us,.wd in a manllt'I' und in It ~]lirit that will 
I'efle't clwit upon us all. J will ollly "uy thi~ : b n,odPI'ate III ,'"out' demand, be 

jUlSt in you.r cl;tici"In, be !h\("ural~' in your fact~, be logical in your conclusions and 

you lDay I'e:t u. slII'ed j hat any p,'oposit ion~ you ma~' make to our l'lIlers ,,"ill be 

received with that benign consideration ,,"!licit is the cl,a1'lwtel'i~tic of a strong and 

nlightened GO"CI'IlIn 'nt. (ApplO1!Re,) And no,,', gentlemen, 1 fear, 1 lmve 

alt-eudy tl'e~pas~ed (l'oice,~ of' no, i/O,' ) too long upon ~" Olll' timp, .l3efOl'e 1 sit 

down, I will ollce mOl'p ofh'r to you 111)' tlmnl(s from tllP \'('1'), botlom of Illy heart 

for the " ry great honor you ha,"p dOlle IIIP, and J pl'H)' to God that 1 may be 

Ilahled, in some Inea~urc', at ll'tl,t. to dese l" 'e your approbation and justify the 

dlOice you han> mad!:' and the confidence you han' r(' !)()sl'd ill·me, (/,ottel (LPI,latt,<e,) 

Gentlemen, I \\"i~h this l'Ollgl't's~ and ull succeeding Congres\;es, eycry Rl1CCell ' and 

very prospet'ity, (ApplaltM,) 

1 lim very gllld to Hee 1 he rep)'p;;('nt.atives of so many ditl'erent communities 
and pal't of India gathered togethel' this aftel'l1oon hefOl'e u~, 'l'hi~, in itself, 

gentlemen,,i no small ad,'antage that ""e, a )'epr sentati"es of til l' diffet'ent pal'ts 

of India, should ha,'e the opportulllty of meeting and discussing toge~her the 

,'srious problems that, affect U>l all. (Applattxe ,) GeJltlemen, 1 'rill not take up 

much more of YOU)' time, 1 ay, as OUt' Chait'man, 'it, T, Madal'll Ra.o has said ;

J w leome you here- but at the same time 1 cannot lwlp eX]l" , ing my deep I'e

gl'et, a r gl'et that 1 knoll' you all Rhu,t'e, thttt on this () 'C!LHion ""e are dept'ived of 

the aid .and coun e1 of 80tn~ of those gentlemen who labou)'ed 1110 t et1l'11e tly for 

and who graced with their prest'nee the Congress on pl'e\'ious occasion, and who 

haye now, all too soon for their country' sake, po, sed f)'OIll among t us, Among 

the fti.endll \\ e have 10 t at'e D)', Atha1yt', of Bombay and Madra, who took 'uch 

all energetic palt in the til' t Congre held in .l3ombay in the yeat' 1 5, and 

Aii-, (jirijll Hhusur Mooke)'j wh~JIl) you all lmo\\', and whom all who knew, 

100,tld and re peeted, and '''ho was one of the most active wOt'ket', lO/' the Con· 
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gL' ' ~, hell) iii Calcutta, Ia~i ) oat', Theil, too, II t' have lo illOUl'U the ll)~s of l\lr, 
Dayat':,UJl J ethltlilll tile fouudel' of the ~'ntiorml Party in ~il1d, Ilnd 110 distillgui had 

'tmtleillan belonging to thi Presidency, (thuugh I ftJl,w I mn not in a pO!lition 

to pronounce his IllttlW cort'ectly), Mr, ~ing[l.t'a.iu Yenkata 'ubbnl'oyudu of 

Mal:<lUipl1tam, But, to nil the~e gentlemen, of whose ILssi tence and gnidance we 

have been dt'pt'i\'ed, II l' mu~t o\l'e 11 lasting debt of ~mtitude, They, in theil' 
lifl'time, spal'ed no pain~ to make tile Congre~~, <,ith el' in Bombay 01' Calcutta, 110 

, ucces " as far as in their pll\l'e!' lay, nnd it only l' l' lllaiJ\~ fu!' us, lI'hile Cbel1.l<hing 

their memories, to emulntt', theil' exaillple, \ Lo(t(l anti cOlllinlte<l ((l'p/CLUSB,) 

Hentleill en, in addition to tho~l' of YOll, \l'h o hal'e bpoll able to come to 

Mndra8, \l'e h1\\'e rt'('ein'c\ nlLlll et'Ou, lett et's alld tt·legmm i< from A~sociationR of 

val'iolt hinds, and fro It I a hll'gl ' number of I't'PI'PSI'ntat ivt' mea in utilln' V.wtll of 

India, wlio foi' sume l't'a~()1l 01' other, hlll'e bt'en deba!' 'pd from ut:ing r pl'e~t'llted 

at, 01' uUt'IHliug, th i, CUlIgl'I""~' WI, llal e l'l'vei l't'c1 If' lt:gl'aJlIti from llydcl'al.ad, 

rl'Olil all killds of pllLvt'~ l a tIl t, i\Ladra~ PI,t'" ic1ency ,- tll< ' nalfll'~ of IIhi(lh I ~han 

noL I'\:'ntllre Lo PI'OllOUt1CI;'. - froll1 KUl'I'Hvhi, Calcutta, Dehnt Dun, ' ambhur, 

Bangalore, Dacca, hom Jl i,", Higlll1 t'~H the i\laharaja of Dld'bungah, i\Ie~ l' , Lal 
Mohun and, :VlanOiIlOltal1 GilD"!', ;\11', Telal1g, and a I [l't number of other places 

and pt'i'~on s too Ilultterous fell' me to pl'ett'll(j to I't'CtLpituJatl', Tllel'!;' are no Ie s 

titan sixty ()dd tPlegrallls alOllt' jJl:wed IwfOl'l' lite, But, gl'ntlt'lllt'n, thel'e is one 

among tllOHt' II'llidl I !1m ]JlLrti vu,lul'ly anxiOIL" to uring III ~ (Jut' lIotlvt', and that i 
hom Ollr old and d;"tinglLi"lll:,d fril;' nd. :'Ill', ~\tkin"', (lallf/hle1'), \I'!Jom by name, 

at jt·n,~1. I han' not lIlt' smalll" t douiJ t , t'\l'ry onl;' or liS lit't't' pl'rfrctly kno\l' , 

{ . lpp luU8f.) (;t'Il IJ eli wll, ill hi,,, tl,JI'gl'alll, he ,,' j,III',", this l 'ollgrt'ss and all future 

l'ollgl'es~es pt'l'fet:l SII('ee~s. \ . 11'I,hllts£. ) .H l' lI ' j~ h l's that Lite ullit)' of the ditft'rent 

COJl1l1lunitie" shonld 1)(' proillolt'd allo fi la! th to' objects IIhich \\'e all have at 

heart should hI' atlaillt'd. (. II 'I)/(I ,f<P,) I thillk YOli lI'ill be of opinion that that i 
a very good Ol1wn , WI' Imnt til e a,si~t:1IlCP not on I." of t'ppt'Csl'nmti" e men of the 

Indian eOlllll1l1llities, but In' a lso want the assistance of Eltl'opeans, (Applause,) 

Gl'Il'tlem ' n , \\ hil t' we arp atlempting to lea1'l1 some fell' lesson in the art of 'd£ 
Govt'I'IlIllPnt, our European ft-i l'nd" han' iulieritt'd thaL art ft'om Lli ' il' forefathers 

after centuries of expel'ience, and it callilot Ul' duubted tbat if we can induce our 

EUl'OppUIl friend to co-ol)t'l'Itt t' \I'ith Ut! ill tlwse I'al'iou, politicallllatters, which in 

pOint of fact affect them no less than they affect us, it cannot, 1 say, be doubted 

t11at it will conduce to the advantage, not only of our ulves, but of the Eur()pean 

community also, ( Lou(l ((,.1'.1'ZCLttSe,) 



Fourth Congress - All ahabad - ISSS, 

Mr, George Yule, 

Gl!lN'£Ll!lM IllN,- Wh t'n 1 \\ -a~ :1,kt'd ~onlt' tilne ago to <tiloll- lIIyself to ue I1oJlli

natt:<i for the position to \rhic" ~- Oll Ira \'(' nOIl- dt-\ct.ecl me, 1 had some lwsitation in 

f,riving my as;;ent to the J't'Cjlit'si. I t II as an unexpect.t-d, and with all due de£el'

ence to the judgemellt. oj' my too iJldldgt'nt friench, it lI'as 1111 ulldeset'vecl compli

ment, That, lioll"t'vel', is a kind of o]'.iIJctioll ,,-l,i ch can always auel \'ery easily be 

got over, But llmew yonI' aSNelllhlie" \\l're I'el'y bl'ge. and 1 aha lmow that it 

is 1\ IDa 't desil'l1lJle yuality ill the PI,t' ,idt'llt of such a gathering to have a voice 

'tl'ong enough to reach tIlt' relUot t'st li~tt' lll'l', 1 i t'al'ed 1 liad no such voice, ,For 

that rea '00 chiefly, and fut' OIlier;; that Heed not be mentioned. 1 felt, I hope with 

unaffected diffidence, that J was scarcely the man to follow those magnificent 

speaker " 'ho had OCCLl! ied tbe chair ;1.1 11I',:,yious mef'tiJlgs of tI le CongJ'ess, evel'

theleiS " quickt'ned by my warlll sYlllpatlli t' ,', willi tIll' main objects of the Congl'es , 

1 alll here at YOUl' call, for better or for" aI's!', ( c:!t cc /".,,) 

And 110,,", UeJltleIlH'Jl,] eOllw a.t (lIlCI' to the busine, s tllat lies befol'e us, 

'\Thy are we here '! W hat do II-e waut '! " ' lULL al'e II e stl'iving aHer? In the 

resolutions that al'<:' to be suhmitted to YOLI thl'I'e ::\1'(' .'(H11(' I'dorms <:,mbodied, which 

state ow' lrants, II-hicb ~l' t fort hour I'iel\"s, and inrlieate tilt' dil'ect;ioll in which 

our thoughts are tl'arelling. J thillg T alii ri ght, h()\I'e\' t'r, in saying t hat all these 

do not OCCU1)Y exactly tlJ e ~alll <' j-lbce in Olll' rt'gal'tls, About one or t,,'o of them 

tb ro is more O!'le~s of doubt as to tllt·il ' mlllt' 01' illlpoI'tallel:'. Rut there is oue 

of tlwm re8pecting Irhi ch th ci'(' i.'i tllP ,lIl(Jst CllIlIpll'1<:' alld perfect ulJauilllity of 

opinion, 1 I't;'fel' to tbe reforlll of th l' Lt'gislatil'!' UoulJcil~. J lllyseJr I'egard this 

one as the most important of all. Ea,cli of tl1(' otller reforllls IwginR and tlD ds 

wilL its ,)f, The reform of the ( 'ouneib i.'i nuL only in itself good, but it has the 

lidditioo.al virtue of b Jillg the be 'i of all ill tl'llule nLs fOl' obtaining other reforms 

tha.t furtliel' expel'it'nce and au:' gl'UII iug WtLllttl Illtt)' le;td us to delSirl:'. (Eot(.(Z olwel's,) 

With youI' pel'lnislSion ] will cont.ill'~ the obdel'vationlS 1 hal'e to make to this OIltl 

qlPtltion, In doing ~o, it ~eell1~ (,0 me t o be needful first of all to state some of 

the fact ' connected \\,jth the OI'ig-iu of tile Bill under II'hich the affairs of India 

ttL' at pre ent ad.miniskred., WIH~n thl:' Hall:' U-O\"l'['Jllnent of t,hi~ country was 

taken over by the CL'O\\ n in ] lj;)tJ, it fell to the lot of Lord Palmel''ton, who was 

then Prime Minister, to intl'oduce into the HOllse of Commons 11 Bill which was 

aftel'waL'ds knOlm a fndia Bill No, 1. 'l'bl:' main provisions of tIllS Bill wel'e, 

that the Govel'UllJent of India Wll ' to ye~t in a Yiceroy and Council in India, and 

a Council of ci~ht retired Indian official presided over by a ~ecl'etal'Y of State in 

Londo)). The proceedings of these two separate bodie, ea.ch of whom had certain 
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indf'pende~t r pon, ihilitieq , weI' to br subject to the r viell' and final decision of 
the Hou e of Commons. Tb .chief objection to this Bill was, that no provillion 
was made for the r pre 'entation of the people of the country. :Mr. Dillrneli, who 
was lead r of the Oppo ition, obje ted to it on tb ground of the in~L\£ficient check 
which it provided; and he ~aid that \I'ith HllCh Conncil:;; a~ thos proposed," you 
could not be sure that the inhabitants of India II Olud ht, ahl .. to obtain that r('flrE"~q 

from the gt'i vancr under Il'bich they uffpred,. that EngJi 'h protection onght to 
insure." Almost imnwdiately lLftRr the introduction of thr Hill, Lord Palnwrston 

was defeated upon a sidr qUf'R tion, and LOl'd Del'hy bf>carrH' Prim~ Minister ,,;th 
Ml'. Di rapli fLR lpad pr ~)f the U(l'tlHl' of' ('()lTlm on ~, Xo ti lllP Imll !ost by the lWW 

Ministry in introducing India Bill •. o,~, Ml'. Di''1'adi dwelt lIpon tIl(> deRirabilitj 

of hal'ing the repreilpntative prineiple applil'd to t l1P GOVf' rHmf'llt of thl' country, 
and lti~ selwlne lI'aH to incrPtl'C' th .. Conncil in Lonoon, \\ hirh I\'aS propo ed by 

LOI'd PaJmer~ton, hom eight to {·igh teen M"lllbpr~. half of \\llOm Wf'l'e to bt> I'l(>c f.'d 
and "'(>l'f', in all othf'!' rp~pl'cj~, to b(> pntirf'ly inOrpf>lldent of GovemUient. HE" 
regretted that tlw ullsettll'd Rtrue of the country did not admit of a representation 
of the peoplp in India it~rlf, and til that conld h(' dllllP in the llleantim wa to 

approach as nt'!l.I' to that f(JI'm ,,1' (Jorernn1t'llt a~ th p ci rClllnstances would permit. 
Thp pl'ovisionR of his Bill to l'fl'l' ct that purpose \I 'pr!' brif'fly tltefle : Four of the 
elected balf of j,hf' Council lIe!'e to be 1l1 l'm llP l'H of the India,n ivil and Military 

Sel'vices of t(> ll years' ~tancling, lind tlw l'PIlHtining fire mllflt have been engagl'd in 
trading \lith India fol' at It':l,t Hw y .. al", The cOII,titut'ncy pjpcting the fOlll' mem
berR C0l111l:lctl'd with 1 hl' :;l'I'\'ict'~ lI 'a ,~ to cOIl.,ist of all otlicerti of both branchp- of 
the India sen ice, and also of all n'sid"llt~ in India (llI'nil1g £, ~,OU(l or an Indian rai~

way 01' £ 1,(11)0 of GOI'Pl'lllPn t I<to{'k. Til l' fi I .. I!\f'reltntill' mem her's II ere to b el cted 

by the Padiam(· ntaIT cOII,titlll'llel'S of LOllr1 un, Belfa,t, Livel'pool, Manchestet· and 
Glasgow. flo dpl'pl,1' illgmilll'd i, 1 his notion of Glll'pmment by rf'presentation in 
the minds of Englil<ltmen, titat, l'atllPl' tltall lean' it out of sigllt altogethe r in dpal

ing with the afl'ail'l< of India, thl' GOYl'l'I1 lllcnt of that day made the proposals 1 

have' stated. Altlluugh tlt t> int l'ntion Llmlpl'lying til l"~e pl'OPOSttls was applauded, 
the i;clleme itself lI'a ' felt tll be, from till' impel'f't·ct eital'Ul'tel' or the cOl1stituencie;., 
wholly inadequate to seCll!'f' the clteck that II a~ dl'sil'ed. It ,,,as clear, or rath r 

it soon became cleat', that the interest of onl' ,~et of voters were advers to the 
interests of the maR~ of the peopl!', and that th f> nth!'r Ret knew absolutely nothing 

of the country or it~ \I'ants. Recpiyed ",ith favour, at first, the Bill oon became 
the obj ct of jest and del'i ion on the )Jart of till' Opposition; and f've n its more 

impartial Ql'itics said ot it that it lI'as u~eJ e~s oi'fpring to the people of India, under 
the name of bread, I"hat would certainly turn out to b a stone. t the sugge~tion 

of Lord John Rmlsell, the Bill lYa~ wi thdrawn, and the House proceeded by way of 

resolution to con;.tl'll ct th famell'ork of another Bill. 1'he plan finally adopted wft/l 

this: th L gislative and Admill'istmtive pOIl'erli wcre to be entrusted to a Viool'Oy 
anti a o~Ulcil in India, and thr check upon them \17M to be a ouneil of fifteen 

{Nll))(-r !<ittting in TJondon. Thi, onneil W[\q to hp )'(\<;ponsihlf' to thp Cabinet 



24 PART TJIlRD. 

through a ~ ecretal'Y of tate, "'ho wa to be rt>spon8ible in tum to th Hou of 
Commons. This 1ll,'!'angemE>nt \\"a8 r >ga.rded mel' ly a a provif1ional one, and the 

policy to be ,pur ned was to wOl'k up to the constitutional standa.rd. Education 

was to be largely xtended and improved, and the natives of tho country were to 

bt'droit d into the service of Government as they became qualified with the vie\\", 

among other reasons, to fit them for the anticipated enlarg .. rn nt of theil' political 

powers. (Hear, 'Ma1,, ) 'rhl' p,'o'"!1i~es mad .. and tlw pl'o~pects held Ollt in the 
debate, in Pa.rliamt>nt df'rivf'd n lll~tl'p from tilt> famo\l~ pl'Oclamation of the Qneen

that half fnlfilJed r.hnrt't>r of 111(lin'~ !'ight ~.-\\'hieh \m~ fi!'st !'end nnd published to 

tit people of Tndi:t in thi' \'!'l'y city of A.llatlabad th~I,ty ' yt>al's ago, (LOIUl 

Cheel'S.) No\\', \I'llat] wi",h to imp!'ess upon your minds by this brief narrative is 
the gJ'E'at importancf' that wa;.; attaehPd at tllat tilll(;' to 8omt> sort of constitutional 

cb ok, Failing to I1ftYf' it in tIlt> form that th(' English pt>oplf' thpmselves appl'oved 

and follo\\'ed in th~ managC'll1 pnt of 111 Pi!' o\\'n affail'''', thpy dt>l'i~ i:'d f hI' substitute 
with its threefold check tlmt I hayp llwnticlIwd, Parlk'tment it-elf ,,'as hill of gush

ing llthusiasm!ts to the part it \yould talit> in the busine~~, In the absence of a 

repre entative bod,\' in I lidia, 1ht> Hous!' of Commons \\'a~ to play the J'ole of ono 
01) our bellalf. It wa~ to rt'gal'd tIl(' \\ 'ork It, a gl'('n,t and SOIt'1l111 tl'llst '()ml~li'tted 
to it by an aU-wise and in"crutahle Providence, the duties of "hich it would faith

fully and fully discharge, i-Iuch \I'as the ~tyle of language employed both in and 

out of Parliament at the time I allued to, And no\\' "'hat is the actual state of the 

ca 'e? It is summed up in a single senteJwe, Tbt>rp is no cll eck, The Bill undpr 

which our affail' are adminisfpred appeal'S, likl' man)' otll('r Bilb, to be open to 

mol' than one inte"pl'ptation, The interpJ'l'tation put UPO/l it at the time, and 

what wa probably thf' intention of Pal'lialll l' nt , \\'aR thi~ : thp Govet'J1lUent in India 
W:\~ to have the I'igltt of tllP init.ative : tIl<' COlllwil in London the right of I,t>\'it> \\, 

Bnd the. eCl'etar), of ."tate, >lubjoct to t.ht' uJfillHlf l' jlldgmpnt clf 11iP HOlls.- of Com

mon , the right of veto, And thi~ \\ 'a~ partiealJy the rela1 ions of the pal,ties until 

1 iO. III that year the Duk of AI'gyle \\'as • 'l'cret!ll'Y of I::\tatfl: und ill a. contl'o
vel' y on tllis ubject with Lord Mayo, \I'!tO \\'as then Yicel'OY, he laid down quite 

:mothllr doctt'ine. He beld that tht' Govt'l'I1ment, in ] odia bad no independent 

pow r at all, and that the prerogatiyt> of the ~ecr tnl,), of tate was not limited to 
a. VI to of th measures passt'd in India, "The Government in India," he main
tained, " were merely Executil'e Officers of the Home Government, who hold the 

ultim&te power of requiring the Governor-General to intt'oduce a measw'e and of 

requiring also all the Ofticial "Member~ of the Council to voie for it." Tlli powet'

absorbing Despatch is dated the 241 h K ovembel' 1 iO, '1'he SlIPpOSed powers and 
privilege of the Council iu London llave been similarly dealt with, and the Oouncil 
i now regal-ded merely a an adjanct of tl1e office of the ,'ecl'etary of tate to 

furnish him with information or advice when IH' chooses to ask for it. '1'hA prellent 
position, then, is tbi : the Governm nt in India has n(l po\\'et·; the Oounoil 'in 

London has no power; the HOllse of omlllOIlS h:lJj the pow!"J', but it refuses Ot· 
lleglectR to exerciR it. 



Tht' 0;;0 odd llIf'mb(,f1 who 'WI'P to hI' th(' palln.dillm of India' rip ..... 
libt-rt.ie8 have thrown " the great and IIOlemn trll!4 of all inllCfutablt· Pro''';''' '-
hack 'Upon th(' }lanlhi of Providence to be lookt'd after U pl'Oviden it if thinb 

t, (Lattgliter,) 'I'he affair of India, e~pe ially in th(' l'inancial Th>partmenl 

Iilw passl'd with no kind of check \ hatever into th hand!'! of the ~ 'ecft'tary of 
tate, I do not blame th pre~ent members Vf the lion e of ommolls fot, tIm 

abdicating the functions that t heir predt'ce ROI'~ o/' thirty yearil ago a~ umed, The 

trllth ik, that tllf')" han> not time enollgh to nttpnd to the clf't.'l.il of the trll t ~ and 
on mOl'e impoI't:mt ml~ttt'l', tlwy can hnl' f' 011,' Oil!' MidI' of en'I'Y quel<tion - tb .. 

official sidB-pl'(>~entt'd to tht'm ; and tIH'Y knol\' fl'om f'xjwi f'l1ce that that is not 
always th whole of the ca 1', ( {"attghttr.) A~ HIP}, IWt' not in a po 'ition to jud 

rightly, tb y do not attempt to jlldgp at all; and they ma.y fl'irly come to the 'on

clll. ion that, if it iR not worth om' ",hilf' to dpmand and ngitnte for 01"W voice iu 

0111' own aiflLirs, it ib not wOI,th thf'il' \l'hilt' to troublt> t hem!<f'lve~ at allllbllut U~, 

If Wf' bf' folatislied, fOt, examplf', to IlIlve the 13udgf't thrown r.t our Ilf'ads like [\ , now 

ball, and 1\ muddy one it is, we deserve to have it in that \l'ay, 'l'here is a 'ammon 

belief among the European trading community that ther are ar 80m big leak in 

the Store depal'tment and in Home chal'glls genel'ally ; but we have no . mean for 

vel'ifring or dispt'oving the r,mspicion, Xow and again we hear of some fact that 

oonfirm it. Here is one told me the other dny by an authority I would call un

impeachable. The department \\'itl\ which this gentleman is oonnected indented 

for an article, and af:et' many lI'pary months it came at last charged ix time the. 

price fm' which , my informant said, be, himself, could have bought it. If \\" 00 

content with tht' , ecrecy and t1lt' supposed inefficiency of such a. 8ystem, then I 
Ray ,I'e deserve no bettt:'r. Temporary commissions of enquiry into the worl.-ing of 

8HCh dppartments arf' of littl(' good. 'l'he rf'al r emedy iR 0. permanent commi sion 

in the ~hape of elected membf'l's of Council having the r'ight to look ioto sucn 

matters. ( 07U't!'I's,) 

But I"ben we make the demand that the political institutions or the 

country 'hauld be placed on a \I'ider basis, we are not on1 asking what the G vern
ment of. thirty yea!'); ago avowed was cit' irable, but 0.1110 what almo, t every Viceroy 
since that time has eithm' promised, or beld out as a hope to be indulged in by u . 

I admit that the e promises have been associated with uch pbra e as" when 
qualified" or " as far a, may be." These wordl! doubtle afford a pretext fot 
shit'king the lie fulfilm nt of the promi e, Of COl1l'8e, to the aotagoni. tic mind,oor 

qualification willal\\'ays be in the future; but I am rmre I expr Il your conviction 

when I say that, whatever' usc the abettor of the pre nt bureaucratic rule may 
make of the e phrases, the eli tingui bed pt>rsooage who uttered them had far othfor 
ln1:.(>ntion'l tllan t'o make of them a loop-holf' of e~cap when all other channel!. of 

retreat fl'e closed by a rpasonabl fulfilment of the conditions, Putting Mide thfm 
thi SlJmll Caw!e Conrt nile of th "ord, (ZaughtC'l'), I come to My somt"thi~ 8ft 

the qllt'Stion of qualifil"Ation, WIULt doe it mean? hat "'80'1 in the mint411 of 
Qn~n'~ .avi8('lrll wltf'n thf'~ rhra~j>. Wf'rf' f'mployed? Can we doubt tt.t 

I. 
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\U'/Il' thinking of thE>' qua.lification~ of ordinary Engli h con!ltitut'nciE's at a SOmt'

what more rudim!:'ntary stage of th ir d v lopment than they a\,e to-day? Now, if 
it can be hown that there !\l'e conAideruble numbers of p ople in thi/! country with 
attainment and haracteril!tic Rimilar to tllOS\l of con, tituencies in Great J3ritain 
two 01' threfl generation ba k, tIll' condition a~ regard them ha urely b en amply 
fulfilled, But how i that to be MhO\1"U? Tt i~ not n matt r !or mere floating 
opinion to decide, one man saying 1:"1'8, and the next saying.£ 0, but n ither being 
able adduce any rea~on, or tate any fact in , up port of hi view. If you want to 
know til finnncial r'esol1t'CP~ of n. body of men, Sllch a n. trading company, you 
audit their acr,Ounts. If you wish to a certain wher'e It "illage is in point of edu
cation, you don't inquir'e what Mr, Thi, or Baboo That thinks, but you want to 
kno\\' how many school thel'e are, how many scholar thel' are, and wbat amount 
of mont>y is bt>ing 'pent upon them, Then you hRNe facts of a kind 011 which to 
form n inteJligf'nt and l' li:tble judgment. ~ow, Gpntlemen, in the Blue Books 
pu.blished by the Indian Government you have the materinl, the moral, and the 
educational state of the conntry set out in , uch fulne a to enable us to say 
\\'h re thE' people are in the scale of humanity a compared with tho e of other 
counfri ", J am not going int.o an "!\ dl'y-a1'l-du t" analysis of the e facts. I 
imply indicate thE' method of proof, and I challeng anyone to rise from the 
tudy of these 'book, and give reasonable grounds for denying that there are large 

bodie of men in thi country fitted in eve)'y way for the proper di charge of 
duti connected with a con titlltional form of Government, One or two of the 
fact may be mentioned, howevel', to illustl'ate the nature of thifi evidence. The 
total 01' ign trade of lndia has reached the figure of £, 150,()OO,OOO a year, which 
\\1l th extent of the commerce of tht' United Kingdom in 1. 37, We al'e in 
preei, Iy the same possession a regar'd~ cOlnmerce that. England wa in fifty year, 
ago and yet thE' mercantilp communit." have not an Itutlwritative word to say 
about the law and regulations affecting such a prodigious trade. The income of 
the Briti, h Government in 1 8i was .£ 4i,200,000, not one penny of which was 
raiSf'd or pent without the sanction of the repl'es ntatives of the people. The 
Indian Budget of la~t year I4how8 an income of £, 77,000,000, and there is not a 
man in the country outside the Supremc Counoil who has a vote or a voice in the 
mat 1', (Lotul elu.erll) , 'ince 1 5 ,about £, 20,000,000 have been spent on edu
cational in titution. Th number' of the 'e institutions at the present time is 
122,000, attended by upwards of 3,aOO,Ooo tudent!!. The number of tlChooJ. in 
England in 1 21 w only 1 ,46i, and the, cholal' 650,000, These, however, bav 
rapidly iner ased during the 10. t twenty year, but it WIL~ not till 1 1 that they 
reached th number of the school and cholo.r in thi~ country. TO W iii state man 
or & politician w,)lud ur ly be ju ti6ed in concluding that th country, of which 
uch facts can bt' tated, mu t have within it consid rable numbers of men of 

me.ns, intellig nee, industr,y, for ight and moral gri th very material out of 
.which good repre ntativ in titution can be carved, But there are othrr COIl

lIid .. ration thAt add weight to the tt>/ltimony of thE' Blufl Book. In "n tit .. 
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discu ion that hav taken place in Parliam nt about the inhabitant of India, there 
iii on ootion which has never b n thought of a.t tlll-I mean the llrith,b 
non-official cla to which I belong. J want to make OUI' e:x; tence known. We 
may be known as barrister and olicitors, as bankers, trad l' , mercba'lt ,epgineel'8. 
editor of new paper , mo.nufa.cturers, planters and 80 forth, but the idea of citillP-n
sujPI and alL that that implies, never seems to have ocelll'l'ad to our ruler, in (,,(')nnec
tion with u I know it has been said that we are air ndy l' ]H'esented. We IH'6 

Eng-Ii IJ and the Government is English: ther fm'e we are I' presented. Bnt that 
i a false infel'ence and a pUl'e delusion. \\r e have no more powel' and no mlJre 
voice in the Government of the countl'y than you Indian ho ve. Th (foverlllll Itt 
is no more ours because it is administered by a l:! cl'etary of "tnte who is an EllfYlii<h

man, than the bread in a baker" shop is OUI'S bec, ... u~e the sh'lp bappen.· to bf' k 'pt 
by an Englishman and not by a Native. (Lcmglttel' and rheers.) We rl'e 1\11 alik., 
held to be on the sume low levf'l of unfitne, Il nnd ul1l"ipen e!is. The only thing \ e 

.al·e the lea t bit of good for in the oountry, fl'om t,!w Govl'rnmental point o( vi \\', 
i to be taxed. (Chee1".~.) 'We at'e I'ipe enough fOI' that; r ipe enough to come 
under the sweep of the Board of Revenue ;;iclde, but unripe for the meane t pri
vileges of subjectR of a free countl'Y. Our number i~ uncertain. ~'he census tables 
do not inform us: but, fe'" or many, almost all of us would be voters in England, 
and I v nture to suggest thnt we would make a passable ft-actiol1 of a constitul'llCY 
in this country. There is another consideration. 1'hel'e are many tll0L!sand of 
Hindu, Mahomedan, Eurasian, Par,'ee and othel' gentlemen in the countt·y, who, if 
they were to tl'ansfer their persons to Enghmd 1'01' twelve months or more and pay 
certain rates, would be qualified to enjoy all the rigbts and privileges of .Briti h 
subjects. If you and I go to England \\ e are qUl\lified. If we return to India our 
character changes, and we are not qualified. In England we should be trusted 
citizens. In India, well, the charitably-minded among OUI' opponent say that we 
are incipient tt-aitol't!! (Dottd (tnd prolonY(J(l cheers and laughter.) 

There is one more considel·ation. You know that the Hovernment is aceu tom
ed to· send some of the Bills it hilS in preparation to all OUI' leading Associations, 
both Native and EUl"opean, fOl' the expl'el'!sion of OUI' opinion upon theil' pt'ovi ion. 
If we be qualified to give all opinion out ide the Council, how much mOI'o vBlll
able would ;that opinion bl:l with the fullel' knowledge that can be obtained in ide 

th Council'~ 

I have thus far spoken of the qualification as having an intellectual as well 8J 

a material ba"is, but I may say here that the only qualitico.t iOIl e\'er known to the 
lll·jti~h constitution ha been the pos e88iol1 of a stake, as it i'! called, in the coun
try. }'011 four bundl'ed yeBl"- that ,take was a forty-shilling II·eehold. A.t the pre-
ent time it is the occupancy of Il hou fI and the payment of certain rates. All edu

cational qualification may be implied in these later days, but it hal:! nevel' formed a 
teHt of iitn within the l-itish dominions. But a suming it to be 0, then, bat 
I find i~ that lndia to-<1.d.Y, taking it aU over, i in rather 11 better tate ift thill 
pect than England \'-M8 a century ago. At least every ninth man in India can reid 

• 
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apd I\\"nte, .l. 0"-, I \l\ill rdad you Il short; t' tract, from ar1 exCtlllent little book by 
Prof ,;or ThQlY,lil Hoger, called the "BI'iti"h itizen," He say peaking of Eng
land: "I do not I~lieve tJ,&t lOll yeal'll two mOl'e than one man in ten, 01' 0 

wOlllan in twenty, knew 110'\- to read and writ\.', When 1 was a. youth in 0. HAmV
hire village hst-dly 01)13 of the peasantl'Y ,,-ho was on~J' fOt,ty yea.rs of age kn w 

how to read, l.t \\"& doomed sllpel'fillo1l8 to gil'e even a .t'lldimental'Y education 

to the pea ant:' Going another.' centul'Y 01' two back, the people of England, lnall 

and boy uigu and low, with the exception of a merl' handful were tet'ped il) 
the g1'O ' '13 -t ignorance, and yet there \\'a~ a Rour,je of Commons. But what Vl.'l' 
may be deemed to be a pl'oper qualiticltion in EnQ-lal1d, Ol' here, it is pa.rt of OUt' 

o,'-n ca~e that the gt'ettt; ma.jority of the people l ' tluite unfitted for t,he fl'31lohi 'e, 

l'.he.t,(> we al'e at one with OUI' opponent,', But thell they say that that i a good 

1'tJll,$()~ why the minority should wait until the ma~8 be 11.1 '0 qualified, TheJ't\ I 
think they 1I.l'e wrong, Granted that a man i not entitled to a vote any more 
than he iii entitled to del I'~ u -steam-engine, and 1;Jutt is my Oll-U viel\, of this qW:lstion; 
but becau~e tue pecllons ill a coullt!'y capable of IluI1a6ing IStel1m-~ngin~s al'e few 
oOmpat' d with tho 'e II"ho are not, al'e \I-e, on tbat account, to d~bal ' the capable 

few f,'om following theil' vocation'? (ChfIlI'S.) In like IDauner, I contenrl tlU\t if 

there be but a small lIlinority in a co untJ'y fitted to x(;lI'ci~ ' the useful function of 
the franchise, it ilS a mistake to \I ithhold t!ll:' pri I'ilege ft'OIll UJelll on the gl'flOIlCl 

that otlwcs at'e not fitkd, t:i:iyen ilicl'easlll rr lUeallS and g,'owing intelligence, aud 

there im:arjl~bly follows a desil'e to ha.ve a voice in all mattel' ,~ that concel'n UH; u,nd 

1 hope it i:!; not, difficult to beliel'e that 'Hloh a dP~il'e, "the ml)uitiun or natUl'e," 

&!' Vurlyle calls it, "and much to be l1tu'ndtld to:- 1mi' beel! j mplunted ill the hu

ma.n breast for some \\'i~e and gu(,d plll'pose_ Happy II-ould it be fOl' the \\uJ'ld if 
11 tead of tbwarting and t'eplft3 'sing slIch a de 'ire, itlS rulel't! nourished it and gllided it 

Il it 3.1'0 illoo the ))1'Opel' cll!mn~11S for its due gratification and xel'ci 'e. (dtell'l'~) 

~ -011 , tIle vie\I-,' and fallt.' 1 ha" e SllblllitLed \I-ollid :>t,'elll to II al'l'll>nt ~ome iUl

J'I.ll'tant change in the polity of tlle c~untl'Y ; but the change we do advocate is 011 

of e1trel.llf' mode l'4tlO 11 , alld fal' \1-itllilJ til(> limits that the cil'cum,'Lances of the 

oountl'Y in my o\\'n opinioll, \\'ollid ju~til'y, "\"'e don-I, seek to hBgin, as has b en 
&Hrlt'l'too, at the }Xlillt Elwland 1m., 1'e<leiH:U aHl'I' JJIU.By gClJel'ationH oj: llOJl.stitutiOllul 
Gon,'l'uJOent, "\V' e dou't \\ lIU the .'tl"Oug ll"lent of full age, uut we ~'ant tu be 
wealled. Ve 83y then'! are nwnbers of us who have bad the feeling bottle long 
enough, Vole d ii' no . udd~n napping of en ting tielS: \I-e ask only £OJ' the 

loo,...·ning of the bolld,... "r e al'e content to J'e .... IIl'C] OUl' eh'es at; in th po,'itioJl of 

tlu~ Ul&ll W110 1111. ' long been confined in & dark ned l'OUI)1 on aOColUlt of di 'Ol'del'ed 

eyelright. We know that undtll' the skilful treatment of II. kindly physicia.n our 

:\'j ual PO\H!l" have been t.rellgtJu.>Jled, 'Ve huye >.lel1~e enough not to dl:l1l1alld tIle 

full blu.e of day to 00 sudd ·nly let in upon LIS, but only l5ucll a dTI1\ling-wside of 

LIlt' cudMius alS \I-ill udjul5t th liglrt to OUI' l}owt!I', of vision, .But, if the phy icialu, 

KkiJl'ul &11(] kindly as we l"-"COgnis.e him to oe, wem to inlli t upon our J·~1I1.illillg 

it! the dark, n~ !Should be COt'cOO to the ull\\olcome collclu!!ion that. hiB I!Ikill ~'&l!i 

• 



ftlIlLlltle i and abortivl', or that tue uo!o\'able idt' of hi cilMraoter lIM ..... i~ 

itddf in that h~ willhoo to keep 1I'j in th dark fOt, (IOU:\ UIl\\orthy purpoae Of 
hi own, Jl under "ueh treatment we .oecame dj~ 'ootenled with hi IWl"VtUt'Ol, 
blaIne of it would b with the physician and not with the pltti 'nt, (O/IMN,I 

,Now, ntlem fl, I will tatt' mOl'\' definitely the cbaUfr(> \~ . d in::. 'It 

waut the Legi 1ative . OUll 'il;; to b expanc\'>"d to a.n xt ... ot that will admit uf tlit' 
rep.l'l.ll't'utAltiul1 of tlte variolLs iorel' ti:I in the cuuntry, as far It that may ~ 

practicable, \Ve we.nt La1E the Couucil to be elected, the OUlet· half to lx, in tit+! 
IlppointnHmt of tiovel'llll1ent, and we are willi 19 that th right of veto houid he 

with the Executiw. \Ve !l.lso want the right of intel'pl'Jbtion, Til se are tli 
suh tauce of OUl' want~, ,V t' propose that the eonstitllencie !<ilould con i",t (j' 

Member Ot l\lunicipalitjes, ()lll1lIlb ril of ommel'ce, Tradlllo! .asso 'iatiol'l r<: a u ,'a

tiou like the British Indian AlI80ciation, and, generally, all p rNon, pOll "~;n~ 

ucL qllalifiC!ltioDs, elillcatiollal and p cunial'Y, a_ may b9 dN' ml'ri ne ' 'i;~ 1'), "'t>, 
should have Y) go far back in j,he hi~tory of Englund tu find p,u,tlll 1 to ill!-' 
limited privileges we hould btl content lI-itL,- to tbe tiJll~, at all el'ent~, of 
Edward the :First, 600 years ago, wilen Bal'oll ' and Common ~J,t to"tlth 'r, and when 

King and Baron~ held the swa.y. \\' e al'e not \\'pided eVt'11 YJ th se pl'Opo"iak Til 
lwinciple of eleetion fl'ankly accepted, tht'I'e IIw tld hI' littlt' difficulty in "ati~fying :us 
in t}ll:! IJlalt'el' of tilt' con,;titlll'ncil's, 01' as to the ~i1.p or the Ooul1eils. 'I he dt'lisillg' 

of a Imitable e lective body might II't'll.lw left to the (jlll't'I'llIl1tlllt, Ol' lwttt,'r "till, b, 
way of a preliminary to t he final jlIdglilPlit of the GovPI'fJment, to It small Commi siol\ 

\I'llieh could ea~ily btl I'end"' l'ed accpptablp to thp 1I'1101t' C:)111 !nunity. HI\lJpily ih re i.; 
no Clwcity of Hum in the cOllntry, both Itlllllllg tile official and nOll-official 

elas " abundantly qualified , £01' llch a 1I'00'k. 1 ~hollid like to melltion the 
llame of half-a-nozen such men chiefly fOI' tile pur'pose of dissipating the fearll of 

thoro.e who Stlelll to tltinl wt' Imn' SOIlll' 1'I'I'olutiol1ltry sclwlll e inyitl\l', and Jlut 

beenlt e t]I'Y only are llomplltent fOI' such Ull undt.lI'tnkillg, Jf you weN' willing to 
OOllllHit tJle working-out of the jJL'l1ctical details of the reform we ask fOI' to the 

men, I \\' ilsh to l1!~me, \\.6 ought to hear the la.,t of the I' c'.cle,; CU!l.I'.;e. that artl 

llIa<itl against U!I, The first I have in my mind' eytl i ' that WIU'y, 8aO'aciou • ~\otc}J

IllIID 11'110 has jlist dOSt'd a long and honombl career or WOJ,thy Hel'rice alnoug UM, 

'u' Chal'les Aitchilson. The second is an Englishman, no Ie qnalifk-d by xpt'ri-
ell< and by endowment of head and h al't fol' the ta~k, 'ir Steuart Bayley. Tile 
ne t il:l the veteran state. 'man fl'OJU the Southern Pl'OVinCe9, Sir l\fadhava.Roo, 
'J'be next i~ _:.t Mnholliedan of tl'ied Ipgj,~h~Lil'e ability hom, the Bombay Midtl of tho 
1 en: 1ll:!uJa, Hudmdin rrY!Lbj~, The ue,'(t ilS u gNltlelllan frolll Hell~,'al "hOIIt' 

cimractel' and talent ' hal'e placed him in th' £1'011£ mnk of h~ lIl'ofe sion, W, C. 
Bonnel'jee. T!Je~e five men J>l,tlsided over, and tQe bu.lanoo held eVtln bet\\'tl6ll 
them, by such an one a)l tll Govel'Uor of Bombay 01' Madras would, '1 bel~ve. 
pl'OdllOO a ~chem' whicL would HeCllrl:' tu appl'o\'l/.l of the Ho"eJ'nme~t, allay. 
~ of the timid, and dUtisfy the ~piring one aLDong U £0". a generation at 1-. 
,!AtAil oIl.M" ,) 
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1 fear I have occupied your time to an nrea onable length, but I wj8h to 

tn'spa on) our indulgence fOl' a tlhOl·t tim longer for the purpo. e of m!\klng a 
t w remark un th pe ch of til ex-Yioor yat the/kotch Dinuer in Oalcutta . 
.All movement of the kind in which we at'e 'oncel'lled pass through several phases. 
1\& they run th ir COUl·:re. Til jirst i ' one of ridicule. Tllat i' followed, a the 
movement Pl'Ogl'tlSS, by one of abuse, which is usually succeeded by partial con
C6!:; ion and misappl' hension of aun, accompanied by warning against taking 
" big jump into th unknown." TJJe final stage of aU i a sub. tantiallldoption of 
th object of the movement \\'ith lIome expl'e 101'1: of surpri e that it was not 
adopted before. 1'he e variou pha~·s overlav each oth ~', but between the fir t 

, and Ill. t the distillction is com plett>. 
Well, \\'e are out and away fr'om tile comical aspect of the movement. It 

has become too ~erious for' that, and we are midway between the abusive 
and misapprehen'i VI' ·tages. 111 the speech of OU1' ex-Viceroy we have, as 
might be expected, none of the coarser inRtr'uments of attack- indeed, 1 find 
a vein of sympathy \I'ith us running through his speech-and \\'e have partial 
conee SiOIl, mi 'appl'ehension regal-ding orne of our demands, and, in conse
queI1Ct-', t.he usual warning voice. The concession I re.fel' to is as regatods 
th paratiol1 of the EX\lcutive and Judicial function. Thi · \\'as one of 
th ridiculous PI'oposal , Ollt' of those school-boy clamours to 'tart with, but the 
Viceroy now' tell~ u tlmt " this is a COUll 'el of pedection to which we are 
l-eady to ubsCl'ibe." Allow Int' to congr'atulate you upon this concession so frank
ly and handl'lomely made, All that we want now is to ee the concession of the 
ptiucipl reduced iuto practice. (" lieal', hew':') 'rhe m.isappl'ehension iii contain
ed in the following sentence: "The ideal authoritatively suggested, as I under
stand, i ' the Cl'6ation of a l'epl'esentative body or bodies, in \drich the official ele
ment shall be in a minority, who shall Imve what i called the powel' of the pur e, 
and who through this ir1fstl'Ulllentality shall be able to bring the Br'itish Executive 
into ubj ction to tlH~ir wilL" Now, Gentlemen, if there be one thing more than 
another' that we have tt'ied to mal,e clear, it itS thllit the BI'itish Executive Ilhould 
cOlltinue to be paramount in the Councils. ",Ve have made it a~ clear as the English 
language is capable of expl'es ing thought, that the utmost we \I'ant is that half 
of the uncil be elecred ; the other half to be wholly in the nomination of the 
GOI'ernment. The e may be all officia.ls or not, just as the Gover'nment plea e!!, 
and we have made it equally clear, in addition, that the Government should h&-ve 
th right to "eto all adver tl ~ote. trch nn • arrangement guarantees the supre
macy of the Executive uncleI' all cil'cum,;tances, aye, even if their own side vote 
again t tbem. But, is it to b . 0':; umed that the elect d members al'e all to vote 
adversely? L it to be suppo. ed that any me!t8ul'· of the Executive wiU be such 
• to be oondemned by ev I'y ection of the community'! I hoptl no .British Exe
cutive will ever take leap mto the d&l·k v) lead to uoh a result. Well, the Vice
roy hu."irtg lIt&rtecl upon an n. ImUJption that is not 'ollly incol'rect, but is the very 
opposite of the fact, it follow!:! that his condemnation doe Dot ·apply. to u "t !lU, 
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but to a fanciful pit'~ of workman bip of which we are not tht,\ arti til. The 
Vi~y mu. t necet!sarily depend largely upon hi" subordinRtl:'s for correct inform· 
ation about the details or thi and other movements, and it look to me all if one 
of, tho e compilers of facts had fallen into . 0lll gri VOlIS error. The autbor· 

itative vi II'S of th Oongrt'ss are to be found in it .. resolution,'!, and th re~ol11tion 

about th reform of the Councils iii the third on of th fir~t meeting of th~ 

(',ongl'e 's thl'ee years ago, and that l'e801ution has bpen the one affirm d at the 
following meetings. W 6 ar in no ~'ay bound even by any statement or argu
ment that any speaker may make in. uppo L'ting that reflolution; bllt t Ray with 
the greatest confidence that, neither in the resolution itself. nOl' in th l'lpeechek 

of the gentlemen supporting it, is a word to be fou nd that justifiell th "ideal 
authoritati\'ely suggested." There may be some remark in lette!·s to new ap I'S, 

in pamphlets, or in speeches made by tnpmbers of th Oongl'e~s that give RLlpport 

to the ",ideal." 1 don't know of them, and if I did, I ;;hould regl'l·t them, ju t 

I might I' gret any of our members having hump back; fluc I should f el no 
responsibility for either his back or f!peech, If we b charged \yith n ouraging 

" ideals " on sLlch ground , we m y as I gically be charged, in the other event, a~ 
a Congress for pI'omoting deformed spines! ("Hfar, heal'," and lattghtn,) It i" ' 
annoying to us no doubt, that our friends, as I take Lord Dufl'erin to bl', hould 
be deceived by imitations of our ticket; but as we have no Tradt> Mark Bill to 
protect our wares, all that we can do i to warn our friend~ to ask ror the l' al 
article and see that they get it. ( Lottd mj,d conti1t1~ e7te~'s.) 

A.nd now, Gentlemen, 1 wi~h to say, in conclusion, that I hal' a Atrong 
faith that our limited enfranchisemt>nt i in the neal' and not in the distant future, 

No rational mind can belie\'e that the PI' sent system can go on for ever,-that 
it is the last will and dying testament of Providence regarding tiS, (L(wglitfr,) 

We are, I trust the heirs of a better hope, A careful reading of th speech 8 and 
writings of our leading officialtl leads me to beliel'e that they wOIIld b glad to /lee 

this matter ettled; and I do Ilot exclude Sir Auckland Oolvill from this category, 
His objection seems to be to some of the bye-play and not to the general drift of 

the drama, 'l'he gr;at difficulty hithe~to has been to find the time to deal with 
the sub.iect. LOt'd nuffel'in had his thoughts too fully occupied with the tro\lbles 

, on the frontier and in Burmah to give adequate attention to this question, which 

is ,apparent in the mistake he has fallen into regarding our demands. And I for 

one regret that it has not fallen to hi lot to add a new lustre to his name, and to 
establish a further claim upon Ollr regll:rd by promoting a measure such as we 
advocate,- a meaSLlre which any t6tesman might well be pl'Oud to be the in tru
ment of carrying; for it i one which (while going a long \'ay, if not the whole 

way, in calming the present agitatioo) would dl'll.w into closer connection tht' two 
extreme branch s of the Aryan race, the common subjects of the Queen-Empre 

a measure which would unite England and India, not by the hard and brittle 

boudR or arbitrary rulo which may Hnap in a moment, but by tht' lif"xiblf' and ~ 

.. ndnring ligllmf'ntl! of common intf'~Rt8 promot~d. common dntil'M di!l('h&~ In' 
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means I)f a common /oI('n·j , dl()';('n with Oln(, 1"1' ar<1 to th(' principle of rt'pre 
ntati\'{' Gov('mmt'nt. 

Fifth Congress- Bombay- 1889 . . . . . . . . . , 
Sir W illiam Wedderburn. 

I thank you, gl'ntlt'l1ll'l1. from tlw ~ottom of my heart, fol' the gr at honor 

you ha.ve conferrt'd upon 111{" ] hI' ll'ave al. 0 to off r my acknowldgelll6nts to the 

moy , th econder and thl' . llPl OI1:er of this r eo lutioll for th gl'3.Cioll term in 
which they have referl'ed to my pa.~t connecLion with India. Aft!:'l' our long 

cquaintltnc_ it ms hardly n Ilury thaI, I 'llouId ' ur ou of my feeling of 

-will toward. th peopl of India. (elIU1'8.) .But I \rill mention tbi one 

fa:t that I hav pas, ed a quartt'r of a century among you, and dUl'ing that period 

of tim ] htwe not known what it waH to suffer an unkindnes froll1 a native of 

India.. urinO' that pel'iod ] llal'!' been in the slwyic!' of th poopl!' of India., and 

h:tv t'aten th ii' Aalt. ( Doua and continlU!(l chw·ing.) And I hop to devote to 
tbt'ir . nl' what ~lll'(>main~ to ll1!' of actil'!, life. I take thi eh i1' to-day with 
mil h pleasllt'E' and pJ'idt'. II, warm~ my hl'art to receive thi~ mark of confidenc 

from tht' Indian peoplt'. A nd I rt'joict' to take pa!'i in a mo\'em n: 0 well cal
culated to promote the b >it intel' f!tR of Indiu and of England. (Oh t'I'.,.) 

J haY(' watched from it. ommen mf'l1t the mo\'em nt \"hieh ha now cul

minated in th Indian "" Tatiol101 ConglV~. And in my h~mble judgme,nt the 
mov mt'nt i unmitigated good, in it. ol'iain, objects, and its mt'thO<l~. A. regard. 

ih hi torical origin, we knOll' that it is Lit dir ~t /'e nit of thp. nobJeHt efforts of 

Briti b tate man hip: the natu/'al and h althy fruit of higher' education and fl', 

in titntions fre ly granted to th peopl of India. Again, what are the practical 

ob ' c of tb ngre. . movement? Tlwyar to r vi\' th ... ationa.llife, and to 

illCl'l't\"P the material J>I'O!!perity of the country; and what b tter obj ct could w 

ha hefo u ? Lastly a r gard our m thod , they are op n and con titutiol1al 
antl ba~(:'d sol y on India r lianc(:' upon Brit" h .in,tic &l1d 101" of fair-pia • . 

Lookin .. b to tlH> history of the mOVf'men, thel w n critical time in i 
dl'vl:'lopm('nt: that \1' about wn yt· l' ago. TIl.(> It',I'en I 'a then actu Uy at 

ork, though tb purpo, e of the movement WIl. not th n well defined, and it 

nnwisdy songht to de I with it by a poh y of repre . ion. 'n. re nlt.'! might 

bay!' ~n diM troll. But happily that time of tribnlation WaR Qut short b. th 
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arl'ival of tIl(> greate t and Ilt'Ht of 11.11 Ont' YiCPI'OYR, the Marqui~ of Ripon. (Lotul 

dIUI'S,) By his wise and ympatlt tic policy Lord nipon llIet and fulfilled the 
a~pirotion of the national mov m nt. Aud on their sid the people of Indi. 

rf'cognised tlmt n gOl'ernment conducted in 8uch a 'pirit could not b regarded 88 

no alif'n rule, This \1 as t he meaning of the pa.qsionate demon~tl'atiom at tbt' timp 

of LOI'd Ripoll'~ dt'pnl'tlll'P, tou, gt'ntlf'mf'n, Il'ill COI'rI'rt Int' if I am wrong in 

Baying that tho~e demon~t,rationR 11'f'l'e a popnhw dpclaration that on nch term 
BI'itish 1'1Ilf' could be aecl"l)trod a~ tilt' national (}oYf'rnmf'nt of thf' [ndian Pf'oplf'. 
( {Jim.'! mul mthll"i(/,~f'il' rhm'R,) 

Hut, gentl(>tnen, YOIl knoll all this n. \\'1,11 n~ I do, an(l !wtt .. ,,, I think wbat 
you Il'nnt to heal' frolll me is not so mll rl li about YOlll' afl'niril in I ndin It, about your 
affairs in England, 1 hayc b(>pn nf'ltl'ly thl'e!' yf'al'~ all'ay from) on, and hale tx>f'1l 

studying Engli:<ll politic'''' II it h "'Iweial l'pj'prl'nct' to Indian inttl"f'sts, .\.nn) Oll 
would liko to 1m 0\\' \\ hr.t al'p til l' "f'S llIt"" rou Il,ill natuI'all ,l' a~k 11,£" Idlat l!.l'f' th 
prospects of the Congres,~ movemrnt in Eugl:tnd '? What are the obstacl s which 
\\"6 have to overcome '? A.nd what are the practical objects to which our activity 

can best bc· dil'ected'! To tllt'se inquiries ] would reply gf'nel'11.ily that our hope 
depend entirply upon the dpgl'f'" to which the Briti~h people can be induced to 
exert theil' powp!' \\'ith refer'encp to India, OUI' one great ultimate questioQ. i 
that of a Parliament.ary control OYeI' I ndmn affair~, If that can be obtained, ail 

will be IyelL '1'he ca~e of India in England i~ rpally a simple one. The Crown 

and Parliament of GI'eat Bl'itain hlwP laid dowJt certain bl'oad and liberal Plincipls 
for the administration of India, and Itan' solrmnl,v plerlgt'd them"f'lves' that theilP 
shall bp act .. d on, With thuse principle .. the people of lndia are flUly satisfied. 

But the difficult,y i" in thp prtl('ticl', }'Ol' (l\\'ing- to tilt' I1t'ces!lity of the Cl\se the 

actual administration IW$ to Of' l'ntl'lt~tf'rl to official agt'nts in ludia, And tht' 

pI'oblem is, 11011' und('I' tIlt' Cil'ClIlllstltllres ('an an effect ual contt'ol be pxerciJ ad 

from England so a" to pn~uI'e thpsf' l)t'inciples being cal'l'ied out and the pledges 

fnlflllpd? Unfortunately thel'e is OIH' Vf'l'y set'iou" fact which much en~ance th .. 
difficulty of thi,. )ll'Oblplll , alld it i ,~ thi .. , that in r"I'tain important particulat, the 

pl'off'ssional intere"ts of 0111' ()ffic'ial f1dministl'11.tot'S in 1 ndia ai' in antagoni m 
Idth t,hf' intpl'Pst~ of the Indian tnx-pa)'f' r who, p affail'': they administer, This is 

a somewhat delicate matter, but it iR an important one, and I feel it my duty to 
sp ak out clearly. Perhaps al~o it is f'asif'l' {ClI' me than for most people to speak 

f,'eely regarding the Indian official clnss, and that fot, t\\'o reasons, First, because 
I am de ply intpt't' ,ted pprRonnlly in tltf' hon I' of that cIa", (Heal', 1I.t(l1'.) Th 

Indian iviJ Sel',vice lJa been a ~OI't of hel'edital'y calling in OUI' f!LIDily inca the 

beginning of the centlll'Y, My father entered the ivil et'vice in 1 07; and 
my aId , t brot!tE>t' followed Lim, lmtil he lust his life in the Bengal mutinies, I 

came 'Ollt 'hortly af'tel'wat'ds AO that \\'e are identified Iyith what may be· called 
tlw Indian official caste, ~'Iw otllcl' l'pason is, becan1<t> Illy coinplaint is against the 
Aytd;em ; not '\:,O'ft.inst the J len 11'''0 c:.wIT it Ollt, On th controry, it j .. ~"'. ~ .... 
be1'l'tp lwli f that the Indian l11'it and Military ~el'\'ices have nt>n~r btv 5 la¥h ..... 
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for honpo¢ hard work and lin elfish devotion to' duty, (eMert!,) ,nch being the ca~, 

I have nO hesitation in repeating thlLt the inkl'e t, of the Indian servir.es are in 
great measure antagoniH 'c to th intel'ests of the Indian tax-paye,'. The main 
intere'¢S of the Indian tax~payer al'(' pear-e, ecollomy and reform, But all those 
l\re n s~lojlJ di t<,t.steful to the civil and militlw," class s, A spit'ited and ",('11-
equipped arlllY naturally desirt't;, not p .. ace, hilt acti,'e SE'n'ice, And ,\'ho Cltn 
rea,onably xpect official~ to love economy, \l'lJich means reduction of their own 

lari , ; or refol'm, \\'hich meanR refltl'iction of thf'il' author'ity '? (Cltm',~ and 

latlf/hiel',) It cannot lw exppctf'd that a~ It class OUI' official a.dmini,~tro.tOl'1l in 
India \\'ill ,\'ol'k for peact-' , f'conomy and l-efOl'm, Bnt thi~ very fact makes all lihe 
more u.rgent the neces"ity for a control in England which Hhall he both vigilant 
w{l elf tual. 'tV e han' tht'I'f'fol'l' no,,' to ~ee what is tup state of that contl'ol. 
1. it I'trong, \'igilant, [\Iv:! effl'ctllal '! I am sOI'ry to say that the answer to this 
question is highly unllatiH£actory, A. brit-'f hil'ltol'iclt.l r<,yif'w will, T ft'ar, "how that, 
in the mattRr of Parlia.mt-'ntary control, things have gone ft'Om bad tj) worse, until 
they are nOlI· about 0.1< ba.d as t~n b(', It is no\\' mol' than a hundl'ed years ago 
since Edmund BlIrKl' ( rltffl'~) pointed out the CITing nel'd for' a skong impartial 

ntrol in England over] ndian affair. And l\f[', }'ox'" India Bill would have 
}lro\'ided un organiztll.l machu1f'ry fOl' e.xercising this control. But unhappily, 
owing to party trllggles unconnected with [ndia, this bill fell through, "India's 
Magna Cha.rta," as Burke called it, and never ~ince ha! a similnr' attempt been 
made, But althougl~ no remedy was then applied. things were not so ba until 
the passing 'f tbe Bovernmt'nt of India Act in 1 5R, ,,,hich trani<fer ed the 
Governllwnt from the Company to till' CI'o\n1. It is fl'om that Act that I date 
Ollr pri,ncipal milifol'tunes, Till tllerl \l'e had tll'O impol'tnnt safe-glL8rd, 'l'he 
fil'Rt \\,ll. the wuoll'sollle jealou~y felt by Parliaml'nt towal'd ,~ till' Ea~t In(fa Com
pany a ' & pri\'iJegro Corpol'ation, 1'lif' ot hf'r Ims the nece,~ 'ifY fOl' the I'enewul of 
th Company'R chartel' at the end uf evel'y 30 years, At each of those renewals the 
Company's official ,admini"tt-ation had to justify its existence ; t;here was It searching 
inquiry into gri('vance : and there nevet' was a renewal without tbe grant to the 
public of important reforms and -concessioru tluited to the progl'es~ive condition of 
Indian affairs, (O/tw's, ) Ko\\' unfortunately both tho e 'aftl-guards are 10 t, 'l'he 
official admini trators, who u ed to be viewed with jealousy, have now been 
admitted into the innermost sanctum of authOl'ity; and, as Council to th 
&Cretat'Y of f:)tate, form a seCtoet COUl't of appeal fOl' the Ilearing of aU Indian 
complaints, Tit y first decide all matters III India, and then retil'e to the Indian 
Council at 'V -tminister to it ill appea.l on their own decisions, ueh a method 

of control is a mockery, a nare and a delusion, Thi, evil iii velT fat' reaching, 
for wh n a d >ci8ion i passed at the India Office the Secretary of State oocomes 
committed to it, so that if an indepeildent memb t' tries to take up the calle 
In tIlt' HOll of Common , lJt~ find hillliwlf confronted, 110t by a discredited 
("Q' but by th fuJI l)owel' of the Trea.l!UJ'Y Bench, Butl the loss of the 

'luiry once at lea t in ao Yf>ar ,i perhaps a till more '8eriOllfl dillaJiCU'r. 



There i now no day of I'eckouing, And Indian reformer find all thwr dlor&.i 
exhaul'!too ill the vain att 'mpt to obtain a. Pal'lia.m ' ntal'Y inqlliry, such D.8 \\"&11 befCJnl 
IJl'Ovided, without demand and \I·itbout effort, At the pre~i-'nt moment ucb an 
inql,liry is much " yet' due, The last periodical inquiry was h Id in 1 5.j, 80 tbat 
undel: the old system n Pal'liamentat'Y inquiry would have b en begun 11" .. yeal'fl 

ago, But II.lthough uch an inquiry ha.~ been con tantly a ked fOJ', and has been 

promi d, it has never been granwd, No doubt, we hallmanag to get it in the 
end, but it will be at the CO:it of muoh wa~wd energy, 

I think, gentlemeu, 1 ha"e 8hown that the last 'tate of our contl'ol is worse 

than the fir t. On th one hand, we have b n deprived oE OUl' P l'iodico.l inqnir'y 

into grievance, while on the other hand, all complaint are calmly refel'l'ed for 

dispo al to the very oflicial ~ again~t wholll the complaint al'e Illade, (It aI', h~ol'.) 
I should like, by wily of illustt-ation, to give a couple of instauces io , how how 

this system works in practice. Th tir:;t case J will take i ~ that which \\"Il we.l

known, at the time, as tlw Break of U-auge contl'ovet' y, In that matter Utln ral 

trachey, a~ Public 'Works lIlembel' of, the 'icel'o)" Council, held his own a.gain t 

the whole united public Opillioll of I ndia, European and ~ IItive, ofticiallllld UD

otlicial ; and the !'ail" ay gauge " 'IlS fixed in the way he wi hed it. Later on, the .. 
que 'tion cmlle in appt'al to the ::lecl'etal'y of ~tate. .But by that time G'nel'lll 

HtJ'achey had I'etil't'd from hi~ positioll in IlJdia, IlIld had b l'fl appointed to the 

Litdian Voun.cil (le/llghter), \I'hel'e Ill' wus the ofiicial adl'i"'er of the 'eer tary of 

::Itaw in mutters l'elati"e to rail " 'ayl' Ulld publi~ \\'Odi~ , ·When thtll'efore the public 

fancied they ,were appealing horn the Hovel'lllllent of India to the ::;ecl'tltary of 

tSlate, thtly \':ere really enjoying an appeal from Genel'lll 'tl'l1chey to bim!ltllf, 

(Lctuyhter,) Tllis installce shows how tht' ~yl;!tem of the Indian Council i even 

wOJ' in fact than ill theory, Ont' lIlig-ht pel'!laps suppo~e that thel-e being ]5 

membel':; of the COllIlCil, olle's gl'ievance might come befOl'tl tho<e not per onally 
affeoted. J3ut such is not tlltl case, Each melllbf'I' is conl!idel'ed as all eX~I't a 

J'cgal'd his ~l'ticulal' produce 01' depat'tmellt, and is alJowed to rid ' hi~ own hobby, 

pl'Ovidtld 00 allows hi!! colleague ' also to ride thtlit, o\\"n holJbitl ,in thtl way they 

ohoo e. The other illstl.lllCtl is taken from my own experience, Ilnd hal!! l'efel'ence 

to Agt'icultuml .Banks, We cht'I'ish the idea that if he had fail' play, thtl Ryot 

I)~ight del'elop into n substantial ¥l-'Ollmn instead of bt'ing the stal'Yeling he iii, 
With a ftll,tile soil, a glorious un, !l.nd I~bundlmce of highly !!killed lubour, tht'l'e 

U; 1M) 1'tl88011 why lucl: should not become a gat'den if the ltyot \Hlt'e not Cl'U hed 

by lli dtlbt. The only thin.,. that i:,< l'tlqull'tld is capital, in or'dlll' to ilettle theltt' , 
old dt'btti and mnke advanCt'~ to the Ryots on l'tlasol1!lble wl'ms, 0 that they may 

be upplied with watel' fOI: il'l,i"'lttioll and manUl'e, A~ 'you know, we pl'epat-ed 11 

practical scheme, founded on the Gel'mall systell1 of pea ant Bank, and got all the 

partie OOD(''tlrned to agr'ee to it, The .Bombay Govel'llJl1ent l&),Wl'ored of the e • 
periment, which wa to ~ 011 a vel': limited 8cale; and the Hcheme w.' for-
'ardl!Cl fot tlanction to (ht:' ' Cl't'tar of 'tate by Lolod Ripon'li Government, 

~, Xl' Iyn .&ring Ill> l!'inonce )Jinister having agreed to advance 5 lakh, uf 



rupee for the ettlemellt of til\:' old debt. III J~no'l!llld the i:wlJelllo 1m' well re

ceived. Mr. Jolm Bright took the chaiL' at a nwpting in Ex tpr Hall in fLLrtheL'll.nce 

of the project, llnd eadl of the leading Londoll daily paper' espl'eHHed approval. 

The Manche tel' Cltamb r of ommerce al"o IIlPll1ol'ia1i7.ed the ;::)ecl'etnry of \ 't!"te in 
it~ favor. Well, gentlemf'Tl, thi" ~clwnw pnt t'l'ed the portals of th Lldia Office, 

and n verI ft it alive. (" Slut/li r :") It W!lH stabb!:'d in the dal'k, uo (Jlle knO ll'S 

by what hand OL' fOl' what l'ea~OlI. X01 long ago OUI' i"ripnd Mr. t)alllIlPI ;::)miill 

ask d a qllestion about it ill tl](' HOII"(, of Comlllllll"; II!:' inquirpd \I'll y tIll' experi

ment l'ecomm~,ll(]ed by Lord Ril'0ll'~ CiOI"PI'nllwnt 1m" not allowed; and he I\"::tS in

formed by 'ir JuLu (+or"t tlJM 11IP Mda'11lP waN Ilot cOlIsidl'l'pd" pl'::tcticahle:' Kot 
placticable indeed: J \lonelpr II II!:'tht'r ;-\il ' .J. ('01'", is lLII'al'p tltnt in Gel'many 

alone thel'e an' 2,IIUII ~uch Agri<:uJtlll"al J!anbill actin' II'orking-. ulid that t.hrough

out the continent of EIII'O).W it i" adillittl'd that lI'itltout "Iwll tinallcial imtitutions 

the peasant pJ'opl'it:'tol' i" ah""lut!:'ly lIJ1ault> to maintaill Ititn~t'lf \I'illlOlit falling in

to the clutches of tilt.' village llSUl'l'l', ] Ulinli I lIlay ~a~ with ('onHdpI(ce that the 

India Office has l1ut yet beanl th(:' lasl mll'd Oil tll(:' "lIbjPct of Agricultural .Banl(~ 
in lndia. ( Ohm·s.) 

1 feat·, th(:,J·efOl'(:'. tltat in rt'I'iPII"i Ilg th(:' ~itUlLtioll ill Eugla Id, II'P must admit 
that the orgaui:r.ed for('e~ art' ill tit!:' hllnd~ uf UUl' OPPOIIPlJt-, Tlw J ndia Office is 

l'ItJ'ong ugnintlt U~, togetller \I it II tht' illf1ut'nce of tilt ' sen'iet',' antI of ''iociety. 

The Londoll Pre,~ is Ilot i"al'out'ahl l' to u~, 1\ lid tho'e lllt'lIl11\'1'M or Parli:~Jllt'nt 

II"ho Laye lndian (:'xjJeriellct' rank tllplIl"ph'c" mostly on tilP ofl-i('ial sidp. On the 
other lland, we need not II) t:' llOjJt:' ; fOI' the ;,pil'it of the agl' is 011 UIII ' "ielp. 'I'll!' 

£orces of the Ile\l clt'm()cme~ ai'" in farolll' of national aspimtillllH; and II"lh:' I'CYer 
meetings of w()rkillg mpl1 aI',' aeldl'psspd tlt e} art' found II illlllg, Itay. eagt:'I', that 

ju ,tice should be dOll!:' to Lncl ilt, ( ('itee,',<.) }l y fri!:'nd Ims l'!:'ferr!:'d to tIlt:' constitll

ency of I\OI'th AYI'shirp \I Jlidl 1m" Ut'PIl gOlld t'JlOllgll Oil till' lihl>ml "ide 10 choo~e 

lil t' tlS it s calldidate; aud Ill' hoppel that III.\" illl"itatioll to eOJllt' out Itert' \lould !lot 

ill any way damage Illy ellallCe~. J ;til; Yery glad to U~~III'P .1'011 tltat so ra!' hOIll 
damaging my cllll.ltC(:'~ it ha~ I'P I'Y IIllle)l miM,d IIlP ill tJleil" (:'Ht illlation. (Dourl cheers,) 

A" 'oon as my ~UpjJul·t t'rl< ill .\"ortll A,IT~ltil"\' )parned tllll! 1 had ueen invited to 

pl'~ id!:' at tllis Congl'I:'';;'. tLey lI'el'e higltJy gratineu. anel J"t'soJutions Il'ere 

pas eel expressing strong ~Y l llpu1hy "itlt the .Indiall peoplp. Kor is it on 

the liberal side oilly that Jndia lla~ uelil't:' sYlllpallli,t'I'o, ~he ha ' lllaDY good 
friends tlJIlung :CO!lSt'1'\ atil'es ; 'and to tho"p I tlliJlk \I 'e may reasonably appeal in 
tile lIlatt~r of parli311ll'ntal'y control oyer J ndia)) atru.il',', Jt is sometime,' sa.id that 

cons l'vltti' 1:'8 Wldk ill t he footstt·)i~ of good refoJ"lllPI"" ; t hat i~, they stand no\l' in 

tilt! pu~itjon lltai tood refOl"JJIt:'I"" ~to(Jd in )ic)'h!Lp~ ;ill .'"e:11'1< ago. If this i' ,'0, \ 'e 
Illay well ItMk their help to cal'ry th!'Ough tbe n'foll1l~ tlJat commended them 'eh'es 

to Burke and to.}'ox; and still more to 1"e, t oJ'e that ;30 years periodical inquiry 

"hich \1111< originally ecun·d to us by the "i~dom uf our ancestors. «('herr,5.) 

And if the oJdel' organi:r.ationR are ogaimt u;;, \\"e 11m'e young ' I' organizations 
"hich Illoe making good and healthy gl'Olltlt. Fil,~t and fonlllo~t, the Indian 



XatiO!l[\') Congt'e, ,', i~ hl'coming a h()u~(·hold WOI'd in El1ghmd; und it will bt'COf1le 

a power in tilt;' 'tate, if you continue patient, p'l'silStl1nt, moderatt-' , 'I'ht'll again, 
yOlt h}L\'!> dou ' \\,\,'11 and wi~dy to Lahlisb or""<1ui1.ation No, 2, a Congrt>sH Agt'uey 

in Loudon, L1 tIlt:' I.ndiau ~ ·at ional Congress the peoph' of lndilL, lIitlwrto dumb, 
Lave found a voiet', I~nt the di~taucf' to England lS gn'ut, ann till' ngl'lIcy is 
needed, like It tpl f' pllOlH', to ea,.,.y thl' I'oic(' of tlte IJPoplt' 01' ludia 10 the ;w of l1w 

people of England, It St'ell1S to 111(' lhat the agt"ney, 1111(1\'1' YOllr indt'fati"abh' 
'eCl'etal'Y, ~h, " 'illiam Dl[':by (/,owl t!teers), is ~ill1ply illvaluablt' in b,'il1ging lndin 

in contact with lwr 1"'i 'nds in Ellgland, and '11 hrif'fing thU~I' frit'nds \lhen they 
take up 1 ndian '~llhj('et ... ('it!rPI' in l)al'l innlf'nt 01' heforp th t, publi' , Abo the 

agelw)', Il'ith lhl' COlllrnittl'l' 1l'!rich ~1I1)("'l'i~es it, Ilol'kil!!:;, \I ill, \It' IlOpl', he tlw 
n,uc1eu>J found II'hielr all Indinn party ;I'ill O'radll:tl ly gat! lPr ihplf. 'l'hi" II III he 
Olll' ol'ganizatioll Xo, :1, th(, Indian Pal'liallwntttl'Y party, c'ol1si,tin'" of men I.'ho, 

lloII'el'pr ciit1'erl.'llt thl'il' l'i"ll ~ may Ill' on 01 her '1IbjPct" art' II illing to l'O-Opl!l1ltH 
on till' ba,~i,~ of lI.iust ILntl '.IInpnlht'lic jJoli('y tOllal'd~ Indm, '1'111' mt'Pting thrt'~ 
weeks agu, at till' .!\at iOllal J.Jibt'I'al Club, UIH"'I' tlip pr'e,idellcy of 0111' ntlued friend 

.Mr. George l u It", "'a, tile Jil'At 1111 )1 plneni t.tJ\ntl'cl~ till' formation (If ~uch a PIll'ty. 

~tt'ong sympathy II'as tl,en ('XPI'('~'I"d lI'ilh t he ohjpct~ of tlr(, Congrp<h: and it i. 
hoped 1 "'Lf., 11'111'11 Pal'lill 11 It" 11 1 1lli'l'h aITall~"llll'nl ,~ II ill he 1I,a.,It> to ~1'CI II't' joint 

action in IlllLttPI'~ aift,t,tillg Illdian il1tl'l'e,I" tlut. g.'ntlelll(,lI, T halP not colrlt' to 
tile end of Olll' list 01' act ivit il" 'Ill hl'''all' oj' Ind ia, I I'"joil:t' 10 It':ll'lI that a 
group of IIH.lian slwakt'I'" oj' lI't'ighl :lnd t'xpt'l'ielltl' al'p abollt to l)J'oC('('(1 to Eng

land, in cOll1palJY II ith 0111' U ['II P I'll I S"('I'('(al',I' (L/lllri c/UfI'S) J'OI' til(' PUl'posl'of initiat

ing a ~yHtPlllltb: pmpaganda hy addl,,.,,,ing populal' all(lienel'~ at tire gl'pnt c ntres 

of population lhl'Ollghout (iI'Pltt B"i tain , r ,)[1 lI'ill 1\11011 II PI! bOil' to add!' liS tll()se 
great audiell'l:'s, appealiug J't:'ades,ly tl) tilt' lrig-Ire~t IllOtil'es, and calling on tlw 

people of ~ElJglttnd t() pt'l'flll'lIl their tl'lI~1 llnd dllty tCJII'al'd!l the 1Il1repl'C' 'nLt:'d 

Illillion~ of India: apl'l'al .. 10 lIn,('IIi~hJl l's" 10 ill"ticp, and to humanity \\iJl ev r 

find a SUI't:' rt;'spOlJse 1'1'0111 1111' great h{"ltl't of tl " B"iti,,1I pl'ople, (Uh f l '",) 

In conelusiul1, 1 would like to add,'ps" a fell' ll'Ord" to tiJo;;c of (lUI' Ellgli:,b. 

f riends " ho dish'lI~t tire UOIIgl'esH 1l101'elllent. Thl' J)['Ollloters of tIle ~ongre 'S 

pt'Ofess stJ'ong attacbllll:'nt to Hl'itish rule, ,\!lel I \\'mtlcl a~k, is ther' any I'en on 

to doubt tJlilSprofessioll '? (" ;ro, no, " ) Jlav(, tllO"e men any illterest!,! antagonistic 

to Ollr rule ,) t" Xo, no,") Rell1C lIIbt'l' 1 hat the ol'iginatol's uf tlli" mol' 'l11ent are 

educated men, tl'ltinecl lip by us ill a luve of fl'petlol1l and free imtitlltions, Is it 

likely that these ll1en should Il'ish to exclJangt' the I'llie of England, the fl'ee~t and 
the most enlighten d countl')' in the Il'OJ' ld, for that of Ru~sia \1 hicb i~ one of the 

must uarbal'uu and l'etrogmde ~ (Cheers,) I remember heing Dluch struck with 

the remark of a native friend of mine II'itl! reference to Rus ian adl't\uct'" He 
~aid to me, "If India is lo~t lYe at" tile chief ]osel'~, you can go to yOUI' IIhipll and 
will b 8afe ill your diRtant llODle" WI:', on the other' hand, b(luldl(l~e all: our 
countl'y, our liberties, and ')In' hopes fot' the l'egt'ne\'atioll of our race," Perhaps 
!lome of OUl' doubting English frieud will ~ay," We attach more iHiportunett to 



d~1'd than to word~:' think w call point also to dl:'ed~. It is w~1l known 

that in all schemes for th~ invasion of India th Itll sian General ' d ptmd for sue

(,'(' on a hoped-fol' t'ising of the native popul:!.tion. In 1 ;5 tb y appeal' tv have 

]lut this idea to the test by 0. PI' tended ad\'ancc. Had tililS move been followed 
by any sign ' of sympathy, r even by an ominollf.l ilenoo of exp ctancy throughout 

llldia,l{ussm would have I'ejoicpd, and ,,'e should have fl:llt OUI' position weukenl:ld. 
But India does not tl'eat El1gland'~ difficulty as IJel' opp<'t·tllnity, On tlt l:l contrary, 

there went up on all !lidt:'s a vatriotic Ct'y, led by the native press, calling on all 
to join with men and money, and make common cause against the common foe. 
('!teel'K,) 1 think also the action of the Congres' when calmly viewed, will be 
;< en to point in tilt:' Name dirpction, The \nail who points out the I'ock~ and 
shoals towa!'dli \\'hich the ;lllip i~ lIlo\'ing, i ' the friend of the captnin, not the I:lnemy. 
And that is till' light ill whicll till' go\'t>I'nment Mhould rt'gnl'd the criticisms of the 
Congress, Tlle moderatl:l refOl'ms pl'oposed by the Congl'ess will all tend to 
make the people of lndia mOl'p pro~per()us and more cont 'll ted, and will thereby 

'trengl hen the fOllndution8 of Britisll rule. ( Cltefl's.) And bere 1 would 
,pt:'0il.llJy invite our EIJg'lisb commercial friend~ to join with Ull in our efforts to 

illcl'ea e I.he materin! prosperity of the countl'Y. At present owing to the poverty 
of the p ople I he trndt' i~ nothing in ('()Ill]larj~oll with what it ought to be. This 
i~ :.ill nrgutnt'llt whidl llU~ been pff{'ct irel,\' prps~t'd by our veWl'I1ll leader Dadabhai 
l'\ wt'oji. He has jloint<o>d out that our ,\.u tralian Colonies take Eng]j~lt goodtj nt 
tIJe rate of £17 or £] , vel' head pel' allllum, whereas POOl' India enn only take at 

the rate or eighwen pence a head, Lf, by I'elel\.~ing Ilim from hilS bonds of debt, 
and placing him in a po ition to exercise IJis indll~tI'y, " 'e could make the Hyot 
lIIod mtely prosperous, ho\\' grent would bt:' the bl'lIetit to EnglislJ trade! If the 
Indian custolllet' could take ('ren £1 a head, the expurts to India would exceed the 
exports to all the rl;'st of tile \I'odd put tog thel', J would therefore say to our 

IJlt'I'Cantil fl'iend~, lle1p us to rnal,e I he ,.yot Vt'osperous, and your commercial 
husim'ss will SlIOli inCl'ea.se by leaps and boundlS, 

Gentlemen, Iha\'e 110\\' conduded my VI'elimulnl'Y remal'ks, and 1 thank. you 
fo1' the patience. with which .you h:we bl:ll~l'(] me, and have now to invite you to 
attack, with good appetit , the substantial bill of fare " 'lIiclJ ,,'ill be placed befol''' 
you, I \l'ill not in nny \l'ay anticipate yOlll' p,'ocel:ldings, but j may perhaps expI'el! 
a hope that you will gi\'1:l early and earne ·t attention to tite Hill for the R6£orm of 
the Legi~lativ. Council. And in connection with this Hill] would take the oppor
tunity to congratulate you on the pt'esence here to-day of a vel'y distingui lied 
VillitOI'-Oll w!JOl!le naUle is II> "ynonym fOI' indepPlldellce, fot, 8tl'engtll and fOI' 
SllCce,,;S. T think pOOl' India i ' \'t'I'y fortunate in ecul'illg ucit a champion as Mr. 
Chlll·Ie Bl'adlaugh (Loucl ((nd continuc<l cheers), a very Charles Martel of the e latl:ll' 
day, , wlto:<e sledge-hammer blow have often sltakl:ln to their foundations the 
citad"'!R of prejudiCl", of ignorance and of oppression, 

To-day there only remainR to appoiut, as u t.tal, a. Subject Committet', and 1 
"ill aliI;; you to do thi~ befol'e \l'e 'l\'})II.1'at . 



Gentlemen, I ~ill not detain you longer, but will only exp~'!~ my earneflt 
hope that your labor may pr~per, and that your delibel'Utions m y eifectually 
proIDQW .. the gafety, honor and wel£at'e of Hel' Majesty and it r dominions," 
(lAma, ana, long continuecl ehlers, followul hy a flellll'nl riHiny all(l wallillY ~f ltalw,l.'t7'
(,hufs f/lul " filw7 "Oil,/' rlll'fl' mill" !" ), 

Sixth Congress- alcutta- 1890, 

••• •• ••• 
Mr, Pherozshah Mehta, 

L .HHES Axn (h~~Tr,l1MF.~,-I iwg to tenciP[' to you my mnst ~inc'!'rp thank~ fot, 
the honor you ha, e done mp in calling me to preside ove/' YOlll' delibet'ations thi. 
year, I cannot imagin!' a gr'eater honot' for a nn.til' l' of thi~ country than to be 
elected, by YOllr fret' lind ~pontane() u!! suffrages, Presidpnt of an a~!o!embly which 
is now one of tIlt' rt'eogllir.ed in~titution~ 01' thp cOLl nt"y- an uneonvpntional 
Convention of the Empit'e whiell we may say 'lit!Iout undue o~trntation, 111\. 
all'eady earned a place in history,-not les. · ~Llrp]y, ]pt ll S trust, than tltl' famous 
St. Andt'e\\'A Dj'1ner~ of tltt-' city,-a~ making an t'poch in tltt' march of event. 
moulding tLt' lofty defoltini('s of the magnificent land. In peaking of mYfoIelf ah a 
native of this count"y, 1 am not lInaWll.t'e that, inct'edible as it may 8eem, Pal'. is 
hav been both called, and invited and allured to call them elves, fOt'eignpr~, If 
twelve centllries, howevpr t'ntitle Angles and 'a;wns, and ot'man8 and Dane " to 
call themF.!elv s nativei'! of England, if a lesser pe\'iod pntitlt:'s the Indian Ma}tompd
ans to call them~elve~ n~tive~ of [nelia, surely we are bom children of thE' soil, 
in which our lot ha been ca~t for u. period of Qver thirteen centuries, and· whtlt't' 
eV r since the advent of th Briti~h power, we have lived and wOt'lled, with. our 
Hindu and Mahomedan neighbour, for common aim~. common aspll'll.tiom!, and 
oommon intere ts, 'fo my mind, a Parsi is 11. better and a true,' Par. i, as a Maho
medan or a Hindu i· a better and truer Mu.homooan or Hindu; the more he i!oj at
taehed to the land which gave him birth, the more he is bound in bt'otherly rela
tions and affection to all th childroen of the soil, tlLe more he r cognir.es the fratern
ity of all the native communiti il of th conntry,,Ilnd th immutable bond " 'Ilicb 
binds tht>m together in th plmmit of common aim~ and object~ IIndrr a common 
Gov' rnment. IF! it p()~foIible to imagine that Dadabhai ~aor()jet', for in!ltanoo, tl'tM 
Pa tht6t. he i~ ill ll.nytbing but an Indian, living and working all hi life for all 

",ith tht' trn8 and tender loyalty of a !Ion ~ Crm any on . doubt, if I may 
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allo,,'ecl to tnkc I1l1other iliusl I' tiOIl, that Sir 'yed Ah Illecl Kban \\'a~ gt'eatel' nnd 
nob I I' when It was devoLi ng tbl' gl'el1t enel'giPR and talent,~ with ",bi h h is 
endo\\'>cl,-,if, for the benefit of Mabomedan~ in particulal',-for the benefit of all 

Inmans in general, than " 'hen, a~ of late, 11 1' lI 'l1~ pl'eaching a gospel of 8elfi~hnes , 

and i.~ola.tion? The bil,tllt'iglit, th pl'pj'orp, gf'nLl(,11lPu, which tlll:' Par-sis thus pos~eA 
(,r so indefea~il'l (> and glOl'ioll' n C'll1tl'll('lpl', tlwy hu\'p rpfnHPd nnd will nlwap l'efuMe 
to s('ll for any m l>~" of pottagl" hO\\"(' l'er fl'ugrant and tl'mpting, (~ottd rltm"~), 

1\'[01' ('specially, tl1'\>1'f'fnl't', :I' an lndian it is tlmt r l'ptlll'J1 to ~' ()ll 1l1~' grateful 

thank~ for tlw honn)' ~' ()II hn I l' do 11,' Illf', 

I have vpntul'l·d, (l ,'ntlI'I1Wn, 10 It'cl'iitp to t11 p C'()ngl'('~~ tll(' cl'l,di\, of making 
an ('poch in Indian politi(':11 pl'n!;,I'I' ''', . \. 1'1'I'y hl'ipf SILI'r('," or 1,111' incidl'nt;: of tll(> 
t\\'eh'p mOllth~ tll ~ t ha\'(' php'l'ci , inel" " 'c' la,t nll't lI'ill aillply jll,tif'y 0111' titl(' to 
that distinet ion, In tllt' :1'1 m il'J Ill" arltln'" which mt..: (It,liY<'l'pd hy lIlf pI'Porc('~~or 
in tbi~ chair at A]J ,,jw,harl, ~11' , Yuh' pointpo ()lIt that all mOI' P1111' IIt ,..: of 1111' kind 

in which lye an' conct'rned pa" thl'Oilgh R('I'l'I':11 pkt~(,~ a" tlll'Y 1'1111 theil' COlll'REI, 
The fiL'Rt i one of I'idiculf, Th~L i~ foll(lIred, a~ the J)lf) I'('ment pl'Ogl'PSRl'~, by olle 
of abuse, which is Ll.;uall,1' ~ucc"~dt'a hy p:tl't ial cOlle,,~~i(JJl, and mi,~appL't'hpnsion 

of aiJ?1, acc(Jmpanipd h,l' \I'IlI'nin.:..: :1~,lill " 1 t:'Lkillg big jllmp ' itlto Lll e' IInlmowi1, 
The final stage of all i~ a ~II b,tantial adoption o[ tllt' obj('cl of thp movement, Iyit,h 

Rome expression of SLll'pl'i 'l' tllM it \\'a, not adopted beforp, 'V I'll, Gentlpmen, we 
hare pretty well pa~sl' Ll the lll'"t tim ~tage..:, \rl' hal'p sl l1" 'ivt'd tlip ridicule, thp 
abu~e, and tIl e mi.,I'pprp":l'ntatioll, \\-(' hal'" "11L'lil'ptl tilt' chal'gt' of RPdition and 
disloyalty , \Vl' harp slI l'I'i" I'd tll!' ch:1l'ge of lw in!!; a micI'o"copic minOl'ity, "\Ie 
have also su\'yi"pd tIlt' clial'gp of lwing gllilty of Ih(' atl'OCiOll~ l'l'iJlw of bping edu-

• cated, and \\ e han' pv.'J1 managl'd til "111'\ iI'" t hp grip ,'o ll~ chal'gp of' lwi ng all BahuA 
in UiSglljsP, ( IJcwgh!.e1' (lJlrll'7lf.fI'S), 

'rhe qupst ion of ou r :()yalt~ i, ":t't at l'I,,, t 1'01' el'P l', III thp de])ati' ()I~ Lord 
Cross' India Reform Bill in tlH' JlOll~l' of L01'd~, ri cp ro,l" aft!,!' Yice )' ()~' bore em
phll.tic testimony to tlw loyal and ]lpaepfld ch'trncter of Olll' ailll~ and efforts, With
in the la~t fl'\\, days the voict' of no le'H It Pl')',":ollagf than 01W of' 0111' .fOl'mPI' Ht'Cl'S
tal'ie. Ot State has contil'1l1l'u tbi~ te~tim()n,\" L01'Cl R Churehill-it i~ to no leN/; 
eliJ tinguished ,:1 public 11Ian hat I I'efer-has publicly cleelarl'C1 that" he could sin
cerely remark tbat no one will rejoice more than him elf if the deliberation or the 
Indian ~ational Congress shortly to be I'psumed \\'erp to contribute effectually to 

tlie progress and the wt-'lfare of the 1 naian peopll', " Then, Gentlemen, it is made 
clear that \1'6 have not leamt the lessons of history so badly, a to demand 
the introduction of the full-blo\\'n )'epresenLative institution, which, in England, 
have b0en the gl'o\\th of c ntucies, It is made clpar that we have not IlskE'd fof 
('\'('n slieh a modicum, ItS \\'a~ 11,;0 ,t'd by the English people eyn before the tim!:' 

of t;imon dt' l\f onti'ol't, mOl'e than Ii ve cl'ntilries ago, nay, that \\'e have 
even for repl'p~l>ntntiy imti1,utiolls of 11 governing 01' l'lding charactel' at 
<1e('(l, so fal' a this histol'iC:Ll :U'gunwnt il$ C'OIlC I'ned, we lJavfl not. alone 
that 'H' have Ilot heen guilty of disl'l-'gal'(\ing it, but w haye bl.'en 
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tUl'ning the table upon our adversm'iils,. We have shown that it ill they who defy 

the lessonH of bistory and expel'ience when t'ley talk of waiting to make a bt'girming, 

till the masse of th people at' fully equipp d with all til, yirtues and all the 
qualification which adorn the citir.en of Utopia, in fact, till a millennillm hat. folPt 
in, ,,-hon we should haedl), l'equil'e such institutions at all. We havp shown tht 

pl'ople who indulge in such vain talk haye never understood the la\\'~ of Illiman 

progress, \Vhicll , aftee 1111, is a "eries of expel'im ~\nts, in which n'len and institution>; 
ro-act upon each other for t heil' mutual improl ement and perfection, W e ha.ve 
also prol'ed illat, in spitt' of OUI' education, and ewn with ollr mcial and l' liooious 

diffcl'ences, the microscopic minority can far b tier and far more intuitil't>ly represf:nt 

the needs and the a 'pi l'atiuns of their own cuuntrYlllen than the still mort' tnlCl'O
scopic minOt'ity of the omniscient District Officers, ,, · ho.~e colloquial kno'I'ledg of 

the Indian language;., ~('ldom l'iNl'S l1bol'p tht' knO\dpdgf:' ~)I' Engli h POfo!s('sst'd , fOI' 

in~tan c(', by Frencl! lIaitcr~ at Pari" ll ott'l~ \\ 'hioh proudly blazon forth thf> 1 IPend
'lei on parle Anglai~ ;' ::tnd lllJONe knowledge 01' natin' domestic ,md 8oci, I life and 
ways and habits of thought sddom extends beyond a familial'ity with flattering ex~ 
pressions of the Sallf'b'N gl'eatnf:'~s II.nd patprnal carp, ometimes inspiL'ed by comte y 
and s()metiJll P~ by int(' I'f:'st. An amllHi ng stOl,) lI'as 1'(· lated to me of a little incident 

that occuned only tIll' oth.'I· day" hich is llOt without instruction as illustrating 
the amount of knowledge possessf:'d by Anglo-Indians of the people among whom 
they have mo\'ed for y l~a['s. The wife of a member of Parliament, who ha.'l come 

out on a visit to India this yeal'- hel',elf It, distingui~h ed as her husband for her 

kindly I>ympath.l' in Indian II eli'are \m, sitting at dillner next to a learned member 

of my PI'OfeSiSion, who, in thE' (;our~e of eom el'~ation, gl'ew humorous and sar'castic 
by turns, in tlte fa:;hion of ,,1. Rudyard Kipling, on the ridicllious and outrageoll!! 

pretensioll;; of g!obl'-tl'Otter., to knOll the eountry and it'! pl'ople better than Anglo

Indians 11110 ltad lived in it 1'01' p ·al's, J1t'lI'as I'attling I\way, well atisfied with 
himself and thl' i 111 pl'l:'ssiul1 he thought Ill' lI'a, pl'oducing 011 the lady, \\ h n, with 
the IYeetest 0£ smilf:'s, he gent!y asked him how long he had been him. elf in India, 

]?ifteell years- mol'r 01' Il'HS \\-a~ the answPI" J suppose you know well l\fr.-
llaming a gentll'man \\ ho~' J'f:'cp nt ('l.'\·atioll to tit .. B(>nch or one of otu' High Collrt~ 
was recei\'ed evel'yw!lere wi th plcasnre and approbation. Of course, 1 do, . aiel his 
brother in the same profession, Can you teU me if he ha only one \,,'ite or more 
than one? Slo\\'ly came the an weI', 5(' I i'ear I can't, 'Well I can tell YO!'; YOIl 
see 1 hare b en only It fe\\' days in the country, aid the lady quietly, alld yet I 
think 1 knoll' a thing 01' two \\-hlch you dOll't, 1 trll -t my leal'l1ed friend, who i~ 

the bero of fJis tory, \\'as peopel'l)' gl'ateful to the lady 1'01' giving him om eri

OLl~ food for reflection, 
Th(.n, Gentlemen, our right to the dtsignation of a Kational body bas b~n 

vindicnted, It is 0 admira ly et fOl,th in an aeticla which appeal'ed in a Conser~ 

Yaiil'e Hevic\\O-1 he o..Yationa fl'Otn the pen of a Con arvative who, howev r, peaks 
from the t'u!ne s of lULimate kno\dedge, that I cannot resist the temptation of 
borl'owing from It, " The, Ul)PO ed rivalry," says the writer, " between Mu ullBArul 

6· 
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and lJindll, iR l\ conveni nt decoy to distl'ttct attention and to d fel' the dny of! 

l'e£orm, I do not wi~h to affil'lll that there i .. no antagonism betw n the adherents 

of the two faith!;; but T do most positiyely n'isert that the a.ntagonism b t\S boon 

gl'ossly exaggel't\ted. EITel'Y municipal improl't'ment and charitable \\'01'1. finds 

membl' rs of tIl!' tIro faiths \l'OJ'king togptlwr and subscl'ibing fnnds to carry it 
out.. Evcl'Y political paper ill tht' coulltry finds slipportel's fl'om belil'l'el'S in both 

cr ds, .J UBt the !;nrne is witnessed in tillc! pl'oceedings of the Oongl'e , Th 
members of tb ongl'ess met tog-ptllp/' as men, on the C0ll1111on basis of nntionnlity, 

heing citizens of one country, subjects of nn .. rOWel', nmpnablt, to Ont' code of In,,"s 

taxed by one nllthority, infh1l'ncpd for IHlal 01' woe by one s,"stpm of administl'atior, 

urged by like impllll!p~ to ~eClll'e like I'ights and to Iw l'elipYI'rl of lilie btmlpl1s, If 
tbeile nl'e not sufficient causes to \I'elrl It peoplp togethe,' into ()ne common alliance 

of nationality, it is diflicult to coneei\'(' what would be ~lIfficipnt, It i~ for this rpa~on 

the ol'ganization Iia~ bepl1 called thp Indian Xational C()ngt'e~~; not becaus , all 

many besides ~h, Keane, hal'e assum('d, that it clnims a non-cxi~tent unity of race, 

but bec..'l.lIsc it deal~ lI'itll I'ightl< and int(,I'ests which are national in character, and 

matter in wbich all the inhahitantl< of t,llE' Indian peninRlIht are equally concerned.' 

T. tllink IH' mny tal,e it, G-ent.lemen, that WI' have pas 'ed thl'ough the fil'st two 
stage, and tbat th(' lO~Tnlty, til(' modt'mtion, the propriety, and tl\(, constitutional 
and national chal'actt'r of 0111' mission arp nO\l' e t8bli~hed beycnd II. doubt, But, 
however arduous and hOI\'(,I'er provoking ~ome of til(' experipncps of the trial 

through which we ha\'e passed. tLey ~ltould not It'llve any tract' of bitter'ness be
hind. For let U' not imagine that they \\'el'e del'oid of chastening and beneficial 

effect· upon ourselves. Let \lIS Irankly acknowlt'dge that the," al~o must lllLve hnd 
theil' 'hnt'e in cOlltrilJuting to add cleal'l1f'ss to OUI' t hought~, ~oIJ I'i et y to our lIIe

tltod~, and modemtion to ()UI' pt'(Jposak J f 1 Illight u ,~e a PI'oscl'ibed, bllt not lIn-
criptural phrase \I'e mu~t gire ert'll the de\'il, his due, (Danghtel'), 

It is on the titied ~tage-the era of ncitiel'ement-tlmt we Iml'e now entered, 
It i tl'Ue that a majOl'ity of the Congl'es ' pt'oposals do not till seem to have mad 
much headway, EI'en as regards the prop()~1L1 to ~eparate the Ex('outire and the 

.J nclicial funotions, lauded by Lord ])11 ff''.I'ill ,. aN a counsel of pel'fectiol1 to which 

the GOI'ernment were I'eady to tlubscribe," Government are yet 80 absorbed in admir
ation of it that they have not recovered themselves sufficiently to take aotion, 

There i" however, no reason to d spair. It was once proved upon sworn testimony 
in the Bam bay High Court, before the late Chief Justice Sit, M, W estropp that a 

woman requil'ed 22 month, for pal'tUl'ition in the air of the province of Kattyawar, 

It i not impos ible, Gentlemen, that the au' of t:limla may similal'ly necessitate a 

more than ordinarily long period of g station to perfect even counsels of perfection ; 

I>nd th I'efore we must pass ilS our souls in more than ordinary pati nee, lest any 

pl'ecipitate pl'eSSut'e might oeea ion a mlFlcnrl'iage, (La! lghte1') , In one little 
matt r, complete success has attcrulecl our efforts, v'i.z" ail regards the duty on silvcr
plate, 1'11(' Abkari C8l1S i also aafe in the custody of that redoubtabl champion, 
of wbose formidabl PI'OWl' you Cilll form some id a, when you l' m mbet' tlJat it 



MH, PIIEROl8HAFI l\fEJlTA', ADI)UE 43 

\I 'a~ llt' wbo so oomph .. t ely put to rout ]\II', Go chen' Compen>;ation clause. It is 
II. matter of no i'lllnll conrrmtuio.tion to itS to Vi' lcoma lVIr, Caine a'! one of 0Il1' own 
Delt'gates, .He Dl'st came out to tlus countl'Y with a fre and op u mind on the 
(.'ongl'pt<~ qllestion; witll that fearless independence which characterizes him, and 
whi ,1, always wlJen I set:' him reCitll to my mind tho~e famou~ lines of Burn"
"The man of indppendent mind i, king of men for a' that," he went fol' hi educa

tion to Aligarh, rl'llall"~ to .\It-, Th, llt'ok and 'ir ~yt'd Ahmed, he ha come to 
liS not only a titaunclJ '01l3l'essman in principles, but, as une of the Indian PolitiC'al 

Agency, he ha~ thrown his indomitable t'1lt:'l'gy und his hi~h-sollied advocacy into 

nctive slIpport of tilt' 1110n'ment, J1.r, Caine call truly boa~t that, if be ha~ n( t 

RUcceaded in extol't,ing hom :.\1.1' , Pl'itcllltl'd and all the mo t zL·alo.ls Ablall'i "m· I' 
tlte colJft'~~iun tha.t they llre Bacchus alld his cn',,' in diMgui~t', th.ey eln.re not, a.t 
least, throw off t hpil' mal'lks \I,ltile lJis lI"a.tcltful eye io; upon tltelll, hut IllU~t continue 

to do penance in tilt' a~~llIned garo o[ ullcolllfol'table :md IIncongenial pl'incipl , 
LetLl'ing Cl,,'i~tjnn to cOJltillue llis cOlllbat \I'jtlt Apollyon, it is when \I 'e corne to 

tilt' centml ]Jl'()p()~al uf tile COllfjl'L'SS I· .. "'al·uing the Legislati,'e Council~, for the 

purpose of expanding and ]JlIitillg life in theJJl. that \l'e cnn cougl·atull.lte our elves 

011 being 011 tlte verge of all impol'tant .~te]J, Jlany Ita I't, beeu tile circulllstances, 

und IIlallY ille force" and infiuellct·" that ltal'e contributed to thi~ l'esult, }'il'14t 

allel fOI'l:'lllost ltlllOlig tllL'1Il i~ tlt e Cil·(' :ull .. tanel' that, \I 'itltoul legal I'otes and legal 

qualiticatioJl~, we ImI'L' had the good fOl'tulle to hecolllt' !Jo''''l:',sed or a member of 
OUI' O\I'j} in Pal'lianll'lIt. Do 1I0t iJllagille, (jelltl(:'IIH'Il, tlmt Da,tabltai Xaoroji Ot· 

L,Lill1ohan (j 1J()~e Imo; at length been I·L·tUI'Ilt'd, But \1 bat llleltlbel', eVen if \\ e had 
the direct fmnchise, could have sel'l't'ci ", <'I' .)It-, Bradlaugh has done clul-ing the 

lust tI\' lye months '? To ~ay that the "hole countl')' i~ gl'ateful to him fOl' th 

untiring energy, the indefatigable cal'e, 1 he remarkable ability with which he has 

\mtched and \\'orked fOt' it~ be~t intel'e"ts ill that !lou'e, II'htli'e Itt' has achieyed 

~o honorable a po~ition 1'01' hill1~plf, ('tLlI ollly IlLO~t illlppl'fectly L'xp l'e~~ the d 'ptb 

and' l'xtent of tile ~\:lllt,illlents that are felt fOl' hi.m tlll'oughout the lengtl, IUld 

bt'eadth of the Innd. Hiti Dame ha~ Jitemlly uecome a housdJOtd word. He is 

raising up to bimMelf a UleulOl'inl in tile llelwts of the people of India, wmch will 
reflect more lu tr Oil hi~ nallle than title~ and Dloder's, and endul'e longl:lt' than 

monume.nts of bmss or marble, ( IJolUt duel .... ) 

We haye been fOl·tunate indeed in ecuring the ympatlties or uoh a cham

pion. No sooner did Ite returll to England than he at once pl'oceeded to redeem 

the promise he had made on that behttlf, by intl'odllcing in the Honse of C-Qmmons 

Itis Inditt Councils RefOl'Ln Bill, el"al\'n on the line' which 11'61'(' skE'tched and for

ffiulat.ed at the last Congl'es~, and \I'ith which you are ttl! familial' undel' its ju tly 
de en-ed bt'ief designation of the Madra tlcheme, Two imput'tant re~ult \\'tlre 

the immediate outcome of this tep, '.rh ~ schem which \\'118 thu PI'(IIX>Llndtld "'as 

in its nature a tentntil'e measure, '0 fur as it details IYel'e concerned; and it at 
Ollce dl~w fOI,th u~pruJ and guidi.ng cl'itici Ill. In eYel'lll l'tlRpects its oope 

mi~ndel'8tood, especially as regard it supposed swooping charackr which Micbt 
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have lX'en avoided had we specified in tb, Oongl'css skel -\ton slwtch the I'estl'ictive, 

limitations hedging th> qualificatiom of the electol-aie, The CI'iti ·i 'm of men lilw 

Sir 'V, Hunter and Sir R. Gal·tll, for who, e thOllO'htful, A,Y mpa t hetic and i riel'ldly 

attitude towards Indian pl'ogre's we l11'e al\\-ay~ so ' dpeply grateful, exposed, how
ever, one defect demanding sm'iOllS considel'ation, vi:: " that til, scheme wa~ laid on ' 
new line, and had a omeldiat t hporetiCl~1 ail', which Englishmen ratll I' fight shy 
of in pl'acticnl politics, In justice t~) the Mcheme, ho,,'evpr, it should be saiel that 

Sil' nichal-d Garth put his fingel' on a possible, rather taan a probable, I'esult I"hen 
he thought that it Ilouid enabl l-' til(' Hihdns to ~ubme"ge the other IncLilLn commu
nities. Experience has shown that ~','en in a prpponderating- Hindll electol'ate it 

does not happen that Hindu~ only m'e electt'Cl, a~ AO many oilwr, hp.~idp;; J'lLcial, for
ce and interest, concur in inAllencing the sl:'ll:'ction, Jf lye ma~' apply the J'ssons 
lea.l'llt from expl:'l'ience in 1l111nicipa.1 I:'lflctions, 1 may mention the "I-'marlmble fact 
that in the To~m Councilor, ",hat is nOli' called t;lte ~t;LI1rling Committee of the 
Bombay Corporation, composed of 1 i 'Ill l' III bers, there hal'p been fl't'q lIl'ntly 5 Parsis, 
:3 Europeans, i 11 indHs and ~ Mahomedalls, :-:lil' H.. Garth's cl'itici~m on this point, 
hOIl-ever, throw ' (Jut a \\'al'lling \\'hich shrHlld not bl-' II!I~tilr dis,'cgarded, 

.. But the next result, which the introdllct.ion of MI', Bra,dlaugh's bill achieved, 
was gratifying in tIl e ltiglwst dl'~I'\'l' , I t at once dispelll-'d the fit of profound 
cogitn,tJ\Qn, in which lllell at the ll ead or IlJdian aJ-1'ail'~ al'l' S(1 apt to lll-' lost, that 
Lhey can neyer spontaneously l'l'cO\'el' f l'om it.. Lon] (.:1'0 ,~~'~ J ndian (.:oUJ1cil's Bill 

pl'omptly aw the light of day in thl:' l1ou~t:' of Lords, 1 t wa~ at onc the official 
recognition ofthe mison-cl-hl'e of the (Jongl'e 's, and the fir"t fr-uit's of its h.boLll'" 
In itself, however, it \\'as a mo~t halting and l1n~atisfactol'Y llll-'a~UI'e , In fl'aming 

it, the Prime Minister and the lndian ~l:'cl'l'tal')' of :)tate, SPI:' IIl to have heen per
vaded with a conception of the Tndian lll'ople a~ a sort of Olil'er Twist, always ask
ing for more, to whom it would be thl:'l'efore a pil:'ce of pl'Lldent polieT to begi n 
with offering a .. little as possible, 'PhI:' (~(jI'l' l'llll1eJlt Bill may bp aptly dpscl'ih('d a a 
most sup~rb steum-engine in which the lleces;,;aJ'Y material to genel'ate I';team 'II'US 
carefully excluded, substituting ill its place colored sharn~ to look like it, Tlle l'ight 
,)! interpellation and of the discllssion of the Budgl:'t Il'et'e granted, but the living 

force ' of the electi\'e principle, II-llich uloHe could proJlerly 1I"0l'k them, " 'ere not 
In'l:'uLbed into the organi;:ation of the I:'nlal'ged COLlncilH. ~I'hp ollli~sioJl of the elect,ive 

prineipl fl'Om tbe bill l\"aS boldly .ill tined by Lord I ' ali~bul'Y on the grollnd that 
.. the principle of election 01' go\'ernment by representation was not an Eastern 
idea, and that it did not tit Enst.t'1'l1 traditions 0)' Eastern minds," I wish 
to Rpeak of hi , LOl'd 'hip with all Lhe J'espect to which his high talents and 
grtlllt intellectual attainment." justly entitle him; but it iil not a little Lll'

pri8ing as \\, ·11 a ClilSappointing to find the P"ime Minister of Enghr.nd, a states
Ulan who, a' Lord l'anborne, WaB once 'ecl'eta1'y of t:ltate for India, dispbying 
"uch profound ignorance of th history of the lndiltn people and the g\mills of the 
Jndian mind, 'I'he late Mr, Chisolm An'ty, u man of imlllence I:'rudition, O~lCe 

poin~ mIt u.t a meeting of the En t India Association in London, that "we are 
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apt to forget in thi~ ountr~ when we tnlk (lr prepul'ing peolle in the Ea~t hy 
pducatioJl, and all that SfH't of tiling. rOt· Municipal Gov 'rnment and Ptu·jianumt
ury G()\'C;> l'I1f1wnt, that tbe ga"t is the pal'ellt"Or ·;)lu~i(·ipalitj s, Lor .. i\ ~.)[ (io"el'n

l11eut in the widest acceptntion of tiw t,el'lll, i~ a,; old as th e En t it ell'. X(' mattl'l' 

II hat may be the religioll of the people who wlmbit \\' lmt Ill' call the En~t, thoI'(' i, 
not n pOI'Lion of the countl')" fl'Ol11 west to oast, tL'OI1l north to south, \luich is not 
t\1l'aL'ming with llllll1icipa!itif's, an d not only .~ (), !lut lik., to Olll' Illuilicipalit ills of old, 

they al'e all hound togethl'T' a~ in a Hpecie~ 0:' Iwt 1I'00·k so that you hal'P ready made 

to YOLll' hand the hanwwork of a great ~)'~tt'11' of rppre~('n tnt ioll." ,ir H. Maine has 
shown that tIl(' 'l'elltollic Mark was hn,rrll y ~o In·lI O1'~IL11j;""d 01' 1:0 es~entialJy ,"'

pt'osentatin' !t~ an [ndian "illa~.· rOll1 lll l1l1ity. Lilli il tIll' ]l1"'0ist' lpchlL il'al ROnlall 

1'orm was t'l1gmft .. d UpOIl il. ((''' ''1'1''.) 

But j('lLying \'i ll:1':;l' C()l1 11l1 :tll L til'~ :ti0l1l·. wbal do l\'t · lind :Lt Ill1 ' IlI"'~\mt day 

o\'e1' th ", \\'ho]p cfJunll'.' IHLt all S(.,·t" all(l (',,"rliti(lll~ of jll'opl ... 1'1'0111 tl1(' high st to 

tit", lowest. 11l f't-' ting lo!;l'tlll'I' .md tl·allH:L.li ll~ lit " hL1~ilw~'" of thei l' llll111l)Cl'les~ 

casteti, in a~st' L11blies \I'hieh, in tl ll'il' (()11 'lit IIlion lLlld theil' :'lOri" of \I (Irking, arll 

the exact prototype~ I)J' Llw Saxon " ·itan .... fl'OIll II hieh 1 hl • EI'L(lish Parliamentary 

in8tituLion ... hare spruug. 1 t I'" t l'Ut' 1 hat cil'clll11 ... 1anct-'~ IIl'1'er allOl\'(,d the re

pl'e"entatil't' gt'nill'i of till' 1)1'01'11' to <11 '1,,101' fOT'IIl~ and o!'~: l1 'ir.:tl io'h fill' llTgbel' 
po1itic,1.l flillet i()ll~. Uut it i" lit) 1,· ... " 11'11(' , 1 hat til(' "·,,d :U1d 11it· soil 01'(' theJ'e, 

waiting ollly ful' til e skill\d halld. and 111\' lIai<'llfld IlJilJd . IIhil'h III' oflhl' C(JJ1g1'es~ 

firmly beliel' t' II 'P lml'e "ecuI'e<i in tl1(' jll'\'HPllCl ' of ElIglisllllWII in this country. 
The di .. daillful·atLitmle of LOl'd Sali~uLll·.\' a~ to 0111' aptitllrit' for rel)l'esl'Jltative in

stitutions nt·ed. hOIl ' \'\'P " , hl'ing 110 c!p,"'pa:I' 10 our l11illc!S. 11 i, latt' Chid, Lord 
BeaconsDPld. on('\' said of him on a I11 PllHlI'abll' O('CiL-lOlJ that hJ 1\ a~ a mall who 

n e\'er measLll'edlLi~ plll'a'e~ or' hi~ ~1I'( ·t'ping a~",pl'ti(JIl'. On tIlt' contrary, I draw 
an a,uguI'Y of good hopl' hom hi., prOll01111('t-'l11tJnt <Iud that m[tfle hy Iii, 80n LOI·d 

Hugh Ct:eil tit,Lt •. tllP IlJdian \I 'a~ notonly n good 0-01"'1'11111l-'n1, but it lIa ... probably 

thl> be~t cOIlepil'able UOl'ert1111ent tliat th p f,>opulation eould pos"ibl) lil'o under." 

On.tbe el'P or the pa~~illg oi' the gTeat English H.t-'i'01'lll Hill, the Dulw or ,Vellinn-

ton , then the Tory Prim!' Minister. p1'Oclail11ed ill the ~anll' lloll~e of Lords that 
the existillg constitutioll of the ll<HI~p oj' C01111l1()1l'i lias per'feet, and tbat the wit 

of man C 1I1d not CI pl'io}'i have dt' I'i-;t'cl all~ tiling ~o perfect. The declnt'ation was 

received by the Liberals as a HLU'tJ llol'tent, of victory; and the Refol'Ul Bill was 
passed within little 11101'1' thal1 n yem' after. I trust that the .'alisbLu·y pronounce
ment llIay prove propht'tic in 1 he san1\' way. (Chel'I ·'<.) 

It i'l needlpss to discl1's Lord Cl'O ,'i,'~ pel'tunutory lllPa"'urp any flll'thll' ; en'll 

'I'ith tb e amendment II'hich Lord Xorthul'ook 'ueeeeded in gotting acceptC'd, it left 

the House of Lords in the 'arn e liI'('le~ cOllciit' n in wbich it entel'ed. As /joon 

as it l'eacl1ed the HOuse or Commom, 1\11'. Bradlaugh fa~tt'ned on it at once. It 
was true t k~t he had bot t he I'!:, h 18 oll'n bill, but ::\ t' . Dl'adlaugh is a ma.'1ter of 

parliamentary tart\()s ini' rior, if to any, ollly to 1\1 r, Gladstone. lIt' at once 
l'et-ceived tlu:~t the 'upreme struggle WIl ' to be no more blltween one IIclieme and 
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de~il'ou~ and cl1pablt' of all the pri, ileges of cithwlls, wouLd indeed be It title to'glOl'Y 

all our own:' The dalm of tlJat day which Macaulay foresaw, ill dim, but pl'ophe

tic, vision, i now breaking on the horizon; the curt.'l.ll i ' ri iug on the dl-amu. which 

unfo](h the vista to that title to glory. Let LlR en.rnestly hop that the pl'esent 

illllstriollR bcal'er of tiw gl'eat histuric name of Lamdowne, who, by a wOllderl' lll 

ord ring of events, lut , now cunw tu l'ule UI el' lI~, l11:ty watch tho gluwing tt'oaks of 

light "i.tb generou~ ;;ynlPILth ,I' , alld may Ill'PHide 01'(;']' the marcb of events I"ith 

till1l'ly and provident statt"lllnn~lIip, (Donrl chm's). 

This ,,'eighty r()ncpn~lI~ of tll(, l)p~t yiecrrgal opinion which 1 have placed br

fore YOll, in fayum' of t 1J(' pI'in ciplp ()f the lW\\' draft, \I'r may expect to be backed 

up by Ule potent voict> of t hat Grand Old 1\1an, \I'hom . I\,O reverence, not only as 

the grt'.atest parliaI11I."nt.m',I' Ipadl"l' of modern timeR, but as the indi vidual embodi

ment of tlle !tigh~'Ht cOil eeptioll of moral am! political dllty which Engli~h states~ 

mll.n~hip ha .. J'('acht:'d ill till' H)LiI cen tlll':", Yon are a~al'l' that)1r. Bl'adlaugh has re

cently declared tllat Ill' \\'a~ authuI'i7Rd to sar that the COllr, e PIII'sut:'d by him in J'P

fer nce to thE' Gm;t:'l'l1nwnL Bill, in endeavouring to obtain a recognition of the 

electiv(~ principle, \\ n~ appI'ol'eu h,l' MI'. Hlad,tone, \\'lto intrnded to havE' support

ed Lim b:- ' lwrch. H \\ uilid I'r<]lIirr considerfLt ions of o\'('I'po\\'ering I'OI'C<', in!!!' d, 
to persuade u" tu any COUN' by \\'hich \\ e might l'un the ri,<\, of lo~ing such an 

almost certain pledgt:' of ultimate l,ictOl'Y. (Cheers) , 

Anothrr potent factor lta~ C0111e into e: istt'nce \\'ithin this yeal', which is cal

culated to 11('1]> lIH mat l'I'ialh-- if \1(' contilw 0111' t'ilor't~ to thf' Himple iS8ur of 

e1 etion 1'fi'SIIS IloJlliIlatioIl - in tIll' fOI'l:r of Engli~!t puhlic opi llion which, without 

undertal{ing to l"I'OIJuunc(' on <]LI('~t ions ur d,"t ,;Lil, has !lOll' dt'clal'l'd itself to a \'(' I'y 

consid('l'able (".\"t,1'111 l'mplmtically ill 1':1\0111' or til(" \'itai [ll'ineipll' or election, 1'h, 

credit of infurming th l' .E1I~li,iJ I1li w i and "tiITillg till' English cOllsciencr un this 
momentoll s (Illl'stioll iwlulIg'i to t Illlt "lI lall !laIId or no\)l(, \\ 'O!'l\p!,s II ho Ire!'e appoint

ed at the last Congl'l'ss to plt:';J,(] tIll' eaLl~t' or lIldi;l. bt>fo l'!l the gt'eat English people in 

tb ir o\\'n COllIItI'Y, !LIld \\ ho citE't'rfully cl'oss(:'d tIlt' S(:,I1~ in obt>dience to sncil a call 

of duty, wi1liuut cOllI1ti llg tlw i lH' l'itahle ('os1 :tnt! klWI'ifi('(', 'rill" ta.I'I]{ which they 

undertook I\(t~ a :l'ormidabl," 011('; tlw:.' llal'(' di~cllal 'g('d it in a mftn IWI' of' \I'llich it 

is difficult to spt'ak too lligltl:., Of' 11H' l,'adel' of tlmt baIId 1 cannot trust myself to 

peak "itb sober moderation, when J l'cmpmber that it is to his genius I\'e o\\'e that 
fin.sh of light which pointed out the cI'eation of a body liile the Congress, as ftoaught 

with tile pI'omotion of the iw,t int eJ'ests of English rule in J ndia. I knuw thflre 

are nUmel'Oll~ cl:1imants 1'01' the credit, of the idea, but if ] may be pardoned for 

mploying tlH' rudely forcible Janguage uf Cal'lyle, "the fit'epau, the kindling, the 

bitumen were his 0\\ n ; but tlw lumber of rag, .. , old \\'ood, and nameles combusti

hIe l'uhbish (for all is fuel to him) W!LS gatilL'I'ed fl'om IlllClr.tE'l'k and 01' YEWY detl
criptioll under 11ca\'(' 11. 'Whel'eby indeed llllck;;tel's enough have bel'n lwal'd to eXJ 

claim: Out upon it, tlle fire is mine." lfe bl'ought to heal' upon hit! new entel'pl'ise 

tlte ;;ame 7.ral IIlld fervour C01l1 bined II ith tbonghtflll judgment, that he ha unkpar. 

ingly be~t()\\,Ml fot' so nmny years upon the C.'11I~t> to which he haR dt'vot~'<l his life, 
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lIi presence on the Congre"s Deputa.tion l'nta.iled n furth I' 'acrifice and afRiction, 
for which w can off l' no con olation 01' l'epnration xcept our de pe t and most 
respectful sympathy. In his gl'eat and non1 mission, Ml'. llume (Lnu(l cheers) had 
the entire co-operation of a man of no ot'dinary powers and capacity. ''c,h 1'1\1'6 

and unrivalled powers of oratory which we have leal'l1ecl to adlllil'e in Mr, uren 
dranath Bunnerji (cheel's)-for it is of him I 8p 'ak-never hone \1 ith more brilliant 
effect than when he wa pleading the cause of hi countrymen at the bar of thE' 
English people, II ith a fire and en rgy tl~t xtorted unin'rsal respect and admira
tion. , They had a powcrful coadjutor in my friend .Mr, E:-ordley:N orton, who has 
knolm '0 well how to make splerulicl n, e or tht> heritagt> of gt'eat thought, anu 
noble deeds which he l'eceived from hi~ distinguisll\:'cl Eathel', Ml'. Mlldholk~r from the 
Central P1'ovinces did yeoman service in the same calise, and his ober and thought
ful eloquence die; not carl'y less lI'eight than that of his hriUitlnt colll'ngu\:'~, 
'fhere is no need for me to 11.y- anything of the Rerl'ice~ of Sir William Wedderburn, 
Mr, Dadabhai Naoroji, and OLU' uthel' fI'it'nd in England. Hut I cannot allow 
thi OppOl~tllnity to pass without gl'ateflll acknowledgment oj the unc('n iug toil, 
the prodigious energy, and LIe orgnnizing capacity contrihuted by Mr, William 
Digby. The delegatf'H assembled herf' might I'l' nder no inccJnRidel'abl .. service to 
OUI' ca,use if' they exerted them~elves to stilllLllnto by tlwll~anclH and tJ6ns of thou
sands tile circulation of the Congt'ess paper entitled' India: ~tat'kd under the auspi
ces of our British Committee and conducted with such marked nbility by him, and 
which has done, and prOllli es to do, more and more, slIch iucalculabl benefit to 
the object we ha,'e at hrart. Thp 1'\:,Slllt of the English campaign 01 arly hows 
the wisdom of the n(,II' plan of operations suggested by Mr, Bl'adlaugh. It secm 
to me that suoce~s i~ lI'ell within our I'oach, if we I'esoluttlly apply oU1'selves to ob
tain, in the fit, ,t instance Itt least, the recognition and npplication of thc p1'incip1e 
of. election in tho OI'ganization of our .Legi"'lntive Councils, Let us then strive for 
it with the sagacity or pmctical men,_ 11110 have not learnt in vain the lessons 
taught by Engli h political history, and who knOll" the value 01' modeL'ate, gradual, 
and 8u'bstantial gain, 

'I'o the many I'easons which haye bepn set forth in Congl'e s aftel' Congres , 
proving the impOl'ative nocd,of reformed Councils, anotl1el' ha be~nllol\' add d. The 
discussion of the Indian BlIdg~t in the HOLlS of Common wa always more or 
les of a sham; but it \\"as a sham for \1'hich the officials of the India Office thought 
it at least a matte1' of decency to shed a teal' of r morse. But now ir John Gor t 
has boldly and c<'),ndidly declal'ed in hi~ place in the HOllse that there need be no 
sham regret at all; that if anything, it \\'a rather to be hoped and wished for, that 
the House of Commons hould not wa~te its time over the weary farce. ( Shame, 

7&mlle,) . It 1S now officially d clared that it is right and proper that Parliament 
should,-to use Mr, Y ul '8 hap y way of putting it,-throw " the gr at and olemn 
tl'llst of an insci'utablt> Pl'Ovidenr. " back into tho hands of Pt'ovidence to ,be 
looked after as Providence itself think~ best 'rith nch grace as Pl'oyidence may 
ChooilA to POlll' U'1 the hond'! of 'ii' .Tohn 801'st, hi 11 irs, ncce Ol'i! nnd as igns. I 

7 
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1hink you \\'iH agret' with m that whell thll 1'68POl), iblt> ad"il'ler of tit Crown on 

Indian matter propound doctl;ne of ouch II. character, it is high 'time that we 

idlQuld rai. I' our lUlited voice to d llUl.lld Local Council po, eS8ing some gllaranteel! 

for energy agd eJfici ney. ( C Men) 
It Ito.. bt><>11 Mid that our unitM mie(' ill tIle voice onl); of a certain portion 

of the people and not of thE' masse/!; and tlmt it i~ even then the voicf' of indiff..,r-

t'll00 and not of urgency and xcitemf'nt. Toase l'emal'k~ are intended to b cafolt 

n matter of reproach against the Congl'e, properly understood thf'Y oonstitlltt' it 

chief glery, 1£ the masllel'< were cnpablf' of g1"ing arti.culate ex pres ion to dennjte 

political demands, thf'n the timt' \"Olrld ha, e alTived, not for consultative Councils 

but 1'01' l'epresentatiw institution". It is because they are still nnable to do HO that 

the function and the duty devoh'e upon their educatt>d and enlightened compa

triot to ft'el, to und I'stand and to interpr t their gl'ievanCf's and reqnirt>mentll t 

and to uggeKt and indicate how theNt' can best be redrei<sed and mE't, :Hi~tor,v 

wllches Ui< that I\l1ch ha~ been the ww of widening progl't'lis in all ages and ' /1,11 
ootllJtriell, notably in England it ·E'lf. That function and that duty. wl)ich thus 

de\'olvt' upon U~, i~ best di. chat'ged, not in times of alarm and une,asines8, of 
:log I' nnd e.\;.citt'ment, but wilen the heart is loyalll.nd clem' and reason unclondecl. 

It i , I repeat. the glOl'Y of tIl{' Congre s that tIle educated and enlightf'ned people 

of the country seek to I'epay the debt of g ... .ltitude, which tllt'Y 0\\'1' for the 

priede boon of education. by pleading, and pleading templlratel~:. for timely 
and pl,O\'ident . . tatesmam,llip. (Chet'l'8.) 

1 have no fears but that Engli~h ~tatNqlll\ll~hip ,,-ill ultimately re~pond to tirE' 

call. ] ha\'e IInbounded f:ritll in t-he liying and fel1ili~ing principlt'8 of EngliHh 

cnltw>e anil Engli, h civili7.ution, It may be tlrat, at timE'" tl 'll PI'O"Pl'ct may look 

(!t\rk and gloomy. Anglo-l ndian opposition lIloy look fieree and IIncompromising, 

But my faith i" 13I'gt', (>I'en in Anglo-Indinns. AI< in the wlrole unil'CI'OIE', ~o in in

dividuals, ill comlTIlmit it'S. thf'I'(> is It ]:>t'l'l:>etunl conRict going on bet\\ t'tm tlte lligbt'l' 

and lower l)ftslooions and impul"e" of 'our nature. PPI'IIIlPS some of you hal'e I'ead a 

little nowl, culled DI'. J(>liyll and MI'. Rydl', the plot of which !ringeR (111 

tIlt-' confli ct behwt'n tilt': two ~idpH of a man'", naturt>. I hE' higher and tl1P 

lower, t'mbo<lJed each, {Ol' 1 ht' time bt'ing, in 0. separate and di , tinct indi

viduali1y , If the lml'el' tendeneie are l;omelilll l'1l pal'llmount in the Rydell of 

Anglo-Indion ~ociety, if a our l8l't Pr'8~jdent. Sjr 'V, Wedderburn said, the in

terest of Ille ~rvice 8J'1' aJltagonistic to nnd pI' "nil ovel' the inh~rellt6 of the 

I ndian people, it i stillt he 0 cillntion of the totruggle ; it ill still only one side of 

til shil'ld. They cannot permalwntly divt' t tberm'Hlve8 of the higher and nobler 
nature, wbicL, in the end, must pl'avail, and wllich has pl't'vniled in IJO many lIonor

abl .. , di tinguiflhed and ilIll 'tri(Ju8 inl!tances. 1'hf')' 0,1'1' aftal' all a pal't and parcel 

of the great English nation, bone of theil' bone, !\lId R sll of tlwir flesh, and they 

mu t even work along thE' main lint' of that noble policy wJlich (-heat Britain has 

deliberately aciopted for tire government of this countl')'. When, in the iqF.ICl'utab)e 

diFlpenaation of' PrO\'idenet' India \\,11 a. liigl)(-'(l to the f'8I'e of England, onE' 
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CUll IlhllUtlt imagin that the choice WIlS offel·t>d to her as to lSI't'RI of old: •• &boid 

L 111m:, plact-d befOl't' you a blessing nd a curse; a bI ssing, if ye will ubey tire 
COUllllandment.'! of the Lord YOU!' Hod : a CUI'se, if ye will lIot obey' the cOlllllumd
lJlent~ of the Lord your God, but go after othel' god \I'hom ye hal' • not kUlI\\-n:' 
A.1I the gt'eat tOI'(:es of English life and , ociety, II IOrnl , social. illteJlb"tuKl. 

political, nl'e, if ~Iowl)'. yet liteooiiy and il'I'e istibly. decllll·in er t11t>m elve~ for 
the choioo which willlllnke the conuecti.on of England and Lndia a blessing to them

selves, and to the whole world, fol' count.les generatjon~. Our Congress askii but 

to serl'e as a modeflt handmaid to that 1lI0vt'lIlent. !\lik~ but to be allowt'd to "how 

the pits and the falls, a~k" but to htl allowed to join in the bl ~"ing which England 

will 11$ "ul'ely earn liS thel'e is an "Etel'l1al that lIlaketh fo t' !·igl't t'ou,;neil: · ... ((,hul'~.) 

I appeal to all true Englishmen--to candid fliend" as to getlCl'o . f(X'S-'lOt 
to let this' pl'llyer go in vain. 1t may be that we sOllletim 'f( ~ ·nk in uncollth and 
outlandish wsys, it may be that \\"l' f;olllf:'times stl'll)' in qome c nru:ion of thought · 

and language; ~till it iii the pl'ayel' of a l·il<lOg. gl'O\\"ing and hupeflll nation. t will 
llppeaJ to tht'm to li~ten to the saere coun~els of one of tile mo. t c:\l'eful and 
ob:ervant of their modern politi cian~. wh<], tikI' tltl:' prophet Ballll1m: CllIled, 1,,:111 
Hot Ray. exactly to cur~ us, has hU\H'\"f:'I' blt'~;wd u~ nttt'r!y. In hi~ .• Pl'()bJem~ of 

Gl'tlatel' .Hl·itain," Sir Charles Dilke thu~ ~Ul\l~ up his I'iell's 0!l th .. C()lIrrl·e~.-: .. Argu

lIlent upon the mattel' is to be dp~irpd , but not invt'ctive. and thel'e ill so milch 

J'eagon to think that the (;onrrl'es" mOl'emen t really rt'prt'sent · til cultivated in
telligence of tlttl COlll1tl,)", that thuse \I'!to l'idicule it do harm to thl:l imperial int r
est of G t Hl'itain, bittel'ly wounding ulld alienating men who are ju. tifit'd in 

",hat tl~ey do, wh'O do it in I'eusonable at d CIlutiouR form, and who ought to b COli; 

ciliated by being met Llllf -way. (Cheej· .•. ) ~rhe official CIS:-4R th m. elves admit that \ 

many of the natives who attack the COlIgl'eS do ~o to ,ingratiate tht'lIlspht's with 

their BI-itish rulel'~ and tu push theil' claim for decol'1.ltions. ( I/ew', lleitl'.) Our 

fir t duty in India is that of defending the countl'Y again8t alllu'clly Ilnd inya ion, 

but Olll' othel' gl'eatest duty i to learn how to live with wllut i commonly C3lled 

the Gongl'ess movement, namdy, with the dewlopment of that nell" India which 

we 1'1Iwe oUI' elve Cl·eated. Out· past work in India haM been II. splendid ta.~k, .. plen

didly pel'formed, but there -is. a till nobler one before ll~, and OM ItU'g t even than 

that labou\' un the hish pl'oblem to which ollr public men on both ide!! i100m too 
much inclined to give theil' whole attention." '0 cal' ful an e::!timat of the work and 
pirit of the Congl'ess movement cannot but commend it"elf to all thouglrtfullllind . 

However that may be, our duty lies clear bef,ore II to go 011 with our wurk 

fil'mly and feal'les Iy, but wi.th moderation, n11d abol's all ,,-ith humility. 1f "e 

might btl permitted to adopt tho e noble words of 'ardil1ll1 Xewl1\un, \\"I~ may lI&Y-

Lead kindly light amid the encit'cling gloom, 
Lead thou lIIe on: 

'l'he night i do.l·k and I mn fal' ft'Oll1 home, 
Lead thou Ille on ! 

Keep thou my feet,_ L do lIot I&!'k to ee. 
The distant psth, (lilt) tep's enough for MI". (rMel',.) 

~~~)o--
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•••••• •• 
Mr, p, Ananda Charlu , 

FJtJE,,",DS A 'D FE],LOW Crr]y.E'\ ,,- 1 thank you lllo"t 'I'lu'mly 1'01' malling ow 

takt> the Pre,'idcntial 'hail' 011 t hi~ ()()~\sion, 'fhat clmit, has llano\\'ly mi.' cd It far 

higher honor than 1 can do to it, o\\'ing to tIl"() llnfol'CSt!!'n OCCUl','t'll()es. One of 
these occurt'ences is that 11,t> Hon'bk' PUll(lit Ajoo<lhia Xatll is llnfOJ'tullately, fOl' 

both you and me, not a .'1adras\:'\"Wl'I'e it not that hI' g nel'ollsly abdicated the 
dignity in favOUt' of J\lndra~, J bbunld glarlJ ,\' haye avoided the dang .. " of accepting 

, 'ituation thai \I uulLl dra\\' lll\:' mto comparison II ith that un~t'ltish, lI 'hole-heal'ted, 
intrepid, and nut ~pokel1 apostlp of thi~ g,'eM national mO\'t'lllen t. (Cheers.) But in 
tbis world of ill1perfectiol1~ and of cOll1plpx con'Hdel'ation" dllty (loes not nh-ay ' 

fall on tbe fitte t shvuldt'r:s, and tllt'I't' i ' the aclditiunall'ea;;oll tlmt the unanimou ' 
mandate of tbe count"y ()QlIlpel~ my obediel1ct', 

Tbe second O()CUI'l't'l1Cl' 1 ullude to, as the ()all~e of Ill)' ~tantling IIl' I'C -day, is 

~hat my friend Dewan .Bahadur tluhrall1aniya lyel' has been ,miM'ct to It Sl'at on the 
High ourt Bench of Mn.dl'lt~. At th~ til'st blu~h, thi~ mtiy ,~et'ltl a matter fO!' 
I't'gret; but, from the point of \'it'1I' frum II-hich L reg-al'e! it, it affords rea on for 

congratulation, mthllJ' t han for I'egl'et" and t l1at, e\'cn .~o fa" (t ,. the COJ1gre,~s is COlt

ctl'lte<l; or does it 1101, give U ' another and eloquent pl'oof that, where other' merits 
cxi t, nctil'e 'el'\'ice ill the cau"e of the public doe~, by no meallS, clash \\-ith the 

'qll:l.lly 'honow'able ambition of obw.ining high otl-ict' a~ a public 'crYant" Mr. 
'ubrarrumiya 1y\;,r';; i ' the l'al'e ca 'e of oue who had not ueliuerately , tood aloof 

from all public 1ll0\'ementH, lI'itll the possible pl'ospec.t of entel'ing Govemment 
sel'I-ice, and \\'ho, not IUl'ed away £r'om tbe cll.ll of public dut) by Lh(-l<- first instal
ment of Government patl'oJ1n.g -, I' tUl'ned to that duty. as cheed'ully and 118 actively 
a' before, and who ha been neverthele ' again elected, to fill a high place in the 

• official hiel'!l.rchyof thi ' COUl1t1'y. With a ()['upulous ,'eglwd for ihe demands of 
the both vocation " be took particular cal'e thllt neither 'ufl'el'ed by rea~on of the 

otlwr, Ol' on account of the other, Thel'eEore, I a lIl'e you that, without meaning 
that I hope ndequll.t Iy to Jill hi , place a the Pre ident of thi great Jational 

Ass >mbly, it should be a matter of l'ejoicing to the Uongl'es that another of it 
prominent worker bould ha\'e been el valed to the mo -t dignified otlice, as yet 
ov n t.o iudigenou talent, under the British adminiHtl'll.tion of thi country. ' 

These personAl ooJ1bideration )'ell;lind me of ' the 10,' ,-the il'l'eparable 1088-

which the Congl'cs, ha ' sustained, since it la t itting, by the lamented death of 



~1r. (;hal'les HrmUaugh. lie IrlU; the redoubtable champion who bronght, ,,;thin 

the domain of pt·actica.l ]lolitic~, onl\ of tIl(' fOt'el110st 'uhject in till; Cougrl',.,s pr(l
gt·llmme. '1111 1\11'. Bradluugh, who mILy, II ithout t)xaggt'mtion, be de'(,"'ibl~d I"~ I\n 

embodiment of universal bellt'volenc', befroilmded OUI' ('.au~1:' with hi , cIJal,tch'ristic 

uTlselfishneslo!, all our pathl'tic appea,I/o! 1'01' n [Ol'\1 arcil<tt'p, in tilt, direction of I,('form

ing our L egislntiVl' COLlllcils, T'el11l1ined a vt'I'itnble Ct'Y in the lI'ildeml's~; and tIll 
fact that. upon his deatl:, (,H'n Lord Cr()~~'s halting Illc/t/O!llI'e II n~ . dt'Opped. put/o! 
tills beyond all dO~lbt. 

It is a matter fordl't,p ~()I'I'OIl tbat MI' . Chnl'les Bl'adlil,u~h'~ usdnl Carl'el' lla' 
cut ~hol't hpfOl'p he cOllld I'l'deelll el'p lI hi, !.\'ual'dt'd PI'I1IUI';p to u,~, that Iw lLOp,'d 
to ca.rve and ,~ ltape It I<tt'P OJ' 1, 11'0 in the lip-hill II IlI'k that lay 1I1 fl'Ont 0: liS a 

work of such magnitude and importance al< to make !tim \\,t'igh mo t SCl'UPldf)lLsly 

the Il'ord ' lip ul<t"d . There i/o! littlt~ pr()~pect of l1ny on! Illan pJ'ol'in~ If) ll, the 
tOll'er of strength tuat hl' lInljlle~tionahly IIIlS, dUJ'ing tilt' ,iJ()I't tinl(' that Ir(; hall 

the benefit of hi~ lirely ~~' llIp~tli~ ' and Ili l (' Illittillg elrol'1. We halt' illileed h '\'11 

sloll' to erect a Illemorial sliitt-'d to hi-, g'l't'aL IIIP I'it, alld lii~ llIlPIII't:hast-'rl s{')'viues 

in our calise; a.nd OLlt' unfl'ipndl,\' c.l'iLic, ktl'p !tot bt-'t-'II ,loll' to lIlakt' eitpital out of 

thi s secmi.llg apathy, In tltl' Presidcllcy I'I'OIll Il'hidl I Of))I1", r~lInilll' ami its attend

ant evil , a.1'l', lI'ithin my p('r'ional knOld\'d~p, cllidi~ all "I prahl, 1'01' tltis ,l'cl1ung 

remis 'nc,'s ill th!' fulfiluwllt of our duty it dllty II'llicll, a' 11'1' l'ipII' it, c()tl,i,~ts in 

a recogni tioll or llie lI'U l'k or tliat Illtliill('liing itd\'oclLte of tlte pl'oJlI(!'~ l'ights, not 

mcrely uy the l110nied ft'll', but abo by that i'aJ' Iarget' cil.Ls'i to IIllicll he b lon~ed, 

and of ",hidl he lra~ pt'Ollc! to Lll'clan' that ht' I'eekolled hilll~df a, olle. OIL!' mon
"oons, gentlemen,' lml'e hegu n to gi I'e ,igns of i III PI'{)1 eillent, though a[ll'r tI wry 

long delay. i\la) this impl'Ol't'd state of thing~ bring ill tlwlI-ands of "limn contri
hution' \I'hich, tiny lik(' till.! min dl'OP' indil'idllally, lIlay ill the aggl'l'gate fill to 
overflowing tiJe cot'l'el'~ of thl' ml1l1)' ilrudla'lgh COllllllitLees in the laud. I11l1.\ e 
lit.tle doubt, that thi~ eal'flest appeal will meet with a I'eauy, wide and adeqllate r ~

ponsc' before many months are ovel" 
I shall next invite )I till, brl'thl'l' lI, to join Ille in ]laying n 'ill1ilat, lUl' ing, though 

llloLu'nful, tribute to the IIl elllorie:s of t\\O di:stinguislll'd ml~11 wlto had tigllT'ed as 

the Chairmen of Congl'p'i~ H,eception COll1ll1ittees, and of II'hom death has I'ohbl'<i 
u since Ollt' last session- l~aja ~i!' 'I'. l\1aulJam l{ao, K,O. ',1" and Dr. R ojendra. 

Lala Mitl'a, the latter 01' whom is, 1 think, better clescribed and lI'idet, knO\l'11 under 

that title, wiJich i ' a tribute to his profound 'cliolal'ship and varied ,learning, than 

by the distinctions of Rai BalladUl' and L)f Rajah--di tinction which calOe to him 

too late to add any lustre to his uh'ead) bJ'illiant faillc. (hi!' incel'e grat itude is 

d'le to them rOl' th' eloquent exposition or til t' vie\l'~ of the ongt'ess Party \\ hich 

their ~peeche' a ' Chairmen l'muodied, and for the prominent part they took in the 

bittings ot tlte Congress which the)~ 0 heal'tily ushered in. 
On!' more sinCere friend of Indi,t, happily living tbnd breathing in OUI' midllt 

ILnd meriting OUl' II U('l1ltJbt acknowledgment, remain;' yet to be named our ('hmw-al 
/::lecl'etary, Mr. O. Hume. (Cheel's.) 'l'hro.ugh good report and through evil 
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report, :llId at the ~acrili{)e of hl!alth, money, well-eltrned ease; [mel peace oJ: lIIillll. 
ht> 1m,,:! ~tell.dily and earneqtl acliwred t'o his labour of love in, tll Iwogl'esKil'l:' illttll'

t'8tlS of tb l' people of this 'ountl',I' , alld he Ii a~ thus I:'arned, not onlyoltl' Jewe Imd 

ITratitllde bllt 1 hope also tIlt? love and o-ratitude of OUI' childl'eu and children', 

childl'ell, (Loud Cheel's.) 
lIe ba~ recently gjve l ~ us \\"lLrnillg that he cont-emplate!; Rll elLl'Iy l'etil'ement 

from his Indiail field of lahour- a l'etil'l:'tnt'nt which inroll'es t it", resignation of hi~ 
otlict' as the General ::%cl'etl1l'Y of the l.ncli:m Xatiol1al Congl'~'ss: l'llis, we mllst 

cunfess, has come llpon us it.; a slll 'l)J'i ,~e, though WI:' had no bu,'ines to be unpre

pared 101' it, This Ul1jJl'l'iXtl'l'dlle~S i~, i ll the Illain, tmceable to the habits genel'u

ted ill us by tile JllolJopulising character of Hriti"h Indian I'llie which, taking upon 

itself all the soli(;itudes and almost all t he rf'spon~ibilitie~ of the H,(hnini~tmtioll of 

t ll COlll1tl'Y, lm'i gin'J1 hut little occasion fOl' the dpI'elopment in us of the capaci

ti 8 and aptitlldt' Il(>ct'~~ary for facing with confidellct' a. ~lldden ern I'I'g(·ncy, If 

tid" wei" tilt' second or il,il'd Ht'~si()n of t he 'ongl'e~~ , 1 should cle~po)]d and ~hud

d(:,I' at tilt' inel'itnbll" cOII~equt'nCf'H , Bllt t Imnk" to hi~ indefati,gable tlxertions nnd 

his l)l'ophetic ~agacity, lw haR co uple<l hi~ \I'al'l1ing " 'ith the in 8p i ~iting a~;;ul'!\JlCe 

that one great \I'ork "i' LItt' 'ongretss hus hepl1 a,ceomplislwd ; tl mt it;; pl'ogl'3imme 

has be n built up and jJI'OUlu1gated ; t.hat t il(' pl'l:'sent sPI'f'ntl, S!:'SSiOll i~ Iweded, not 

so Illuc1, to di:;CII,;" ne\l' Kubjecb, a~ to pllt the seal on all that it~ predf'cessOl's has 

done; and that it coilipletes one distillct stage of UII1' prugl'esR, 

TlJesl' are, \I'ithuut doubt, uoble and encoul'aging \I'ord,'i, and every sylJ,\ble of 

thf'J11 dcst'I'l'es our el11'lw"t atkntiol1, Lt't us look hack on OUI' career, \Vhat was 

V III' task 'Lt startiJlg '! 111 t he \I 'o l'd~ of our l:lt'nt'ral t:lt'Cl't'lary, "a g l'eat work had to 

be done- \\"e Imel to cleat' UUI' o\l'n ideas and tl,en make tl,PIn clenl' to our oppo- , 
Jlents;- to th,'eMh out by pt'I'"istent di"cUMSioli t ht' wheat of our aspiratitl,JI< f['om thr 

]'t'ni body of chaff that JnU~t. ill th e I'PI'," nature of thillg>', have accom pan it:'d it. 

\ Ve had to iind out pxact Iy \yhat tho"t' l'efOl'I1l~ we l'e, wbich t he countl'Y, a~ a whole, 

!DO t oesil'cd; we hud to I:'I'ojyt' and fOl'lllulatl:' .t cleal' and ,~uccinct pl'Ogrnmme- to 

y rt'et it staudal'd ftl'Ound I,\'llich, nOli' and fOl' all time, until that programme is real

v.ed, all J'(>formel's and \I "p ll -\l 'i~hel'~ of ] ndia eOlllcl gather' ; o.11d we had to place that 

jll'ogl'lLmnw on rec()I'd in I'uch !J, flU'lI1 that l,pit ht:'I' fort'ign autocrats nOl' domestic 

tmiton; 'ould eflace its pregnant lines," or I'ead illtn tho~e lines a meaning tllat they 
were not intended to CO il vey, 

... TOW, let Uti note how we wel'e a mer!:' handful , numbering less than four score 

• wh en we 'talted on OUl' national mission; how at t11o.t momen t it wns little mOre 

than un untripd, j)lOltgh cherished, idea tlJllt we should st l'ive to mitignte, if not to 

t'J'tldicate, racp pl'pjudices, tu di!:lal'l11 creed-antipatlries, alld to r emove provincial 

jealollsie ; and ho\y, by that achie\'ement nl;! a means towal'ds an end , we wi8hed to 

develop and cunsolidate i't'nti ments of national 11l1ity, Let LIS next 110tt' that, when 
undel' the implllR(· then gi,' en to our renovated ntltional inktincts, \I e met next year 

in Calcut1a, tlltlt l'ip(> ;;cho)a.r and kober tlnti'lUlu'ian Dr, Rajendra La1& Mitra de

cllu'ed that he saw in the atlsembly pefore him the commtlncement of the reali_tion 
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of the dream of hi lif~, t'i,:, to "itn 88 the 'cattet' (lltnit~ of hi'! J'3(,t' COlllt' to
getber, coale ee, and stand welded into one IJation, Th n arne our I-Il'~Ri()n in Mad

Jill!, and tb N" we 8ucceedl'd ill blottinO' out the stigma that on part of our cnuntry 

\I'M" benighted, .. and we exhibited the spectacle of a gathering, mOre cvl1~ider

able.in numb ['8, 1ll00'e repI'esentatin' in composition, mor'e adt·quate in Ute pr0T'''r
tion of the Muhammadan contingt'nt, mo['1' cordial in fpl'ling, more in l1ni>loJl witl. 

the nam of this institution, widt'r in basis and alt ogt'tlwl' a npal'l'r approximation 
than had till tht'n bl'en attained to the COTl('''ption of a nationality in that s('n~(' 'n 

which alone th!tt wOJ'd has a meaning in ~)olitical parlaH'p, On thl' illlpl't'gnahhl 

ba ill whioll that gathering il:ustl'n.tl'd, tl1(' ~lIh~('qlll'nt l';('ssiol1s of tIl!' (Ins t " S 

were constitutf'd, and OUI' IIUCCI'SS has be€'n gl'eat and lIignal. 

To d tract from tlw ",'orth and I<ignilicancf' of tIll' wt'll -knit, f'\'e l'-exI'alldin~ 

phalanx known f~" tht' Indian ~ational Congl'f"., a d,·«tllt<II'Y r(lntI'O"t' I'.,\ \I It'! l'lll~t'd 

round th \ford ltnfiol1a7il!l, - a cOllt!'O\'t'r~y at onrp 1t'llrnpd and unlpllrnf'd, in

genious and Rtupid, etymological and etbl. logical. Xo\l' a r'lmmon rt'ligion waf! 

put forward a~ the cl~t!'eI'PI~iia; 1I0W r. (lOllltnon langllag('; no\\' a p,'O\'p<1 01' provable 
common I'xtr'action; and no\\' tilt' PI'pRf'rI(lp of tIll> pl'ivill'gp~ of comnwtlHalitr and 

inter-conjugal kHl~hip, rl'lae~e lJJ-llon~idE'r'f'd and ill-intt'nLi"n .. d laypothl'sE's han', 

one and all, fallen to the ground, and no wondpr : fOl' till' p\'idf'nt cirClltnstltllCt' was 

lo~t ight of, that words might hal't' diver!> ar.cl'ptntillI1S-PllCh 1110~t appropriate for 

one purpost', and, in a likf' dt-'grt'f' , inappropriat .. for' other iJllrpose" [n my vie\f 

the \I'ord " nationality" i<hould be taken to havl' tilt' ~al11 e llwalling as thp Hamllirit 

}~I'(l.iah, wljich is the con elatil''' of the tel'lll Rajah- thp l'lliing pm"')I'. '1'laough, 
lil(e the t erm Pl'ajah , it, may havf' vm;ous ~ignilic:ationi<, it has hut Ollf' olwiouk, 

nnmistakablt' meaning in political langllage I,i:" thf' ug~I'f'gatp of t.hosE' tJlat are (to 

adapt and adopt the words of a \lTitt'I' in tit!' .\'"fil///(/1 Rtl,jrll')- " citi7.en~ of one 

country, Rubor'dinate to one powt'r, subject to (lIlP ~lIprt-'m(' Legi!'4latrll'e, taxE'd by 

one authority, influpnced, for wE'al or 11'01', hy onl' ,'ystem of administl'atioll, urgE'd 
by lil{f' impull\f'~ to ~eCllrf' lil,e I'ights and to be relievt'c1 of likt' bUI'dens," It i in 

l'enlity it potential cla~~, Ln tlat' ~il'st placl' it laa~ for it,. centr'lIl Htock- likt' tilt' 
trunk of I~ il'ee- the pt'oplt' ",lao hlwt' fOt, agf's and gent'I'ati()n~ ~(>ttlf'd and domi

ciled in a COlll1tl'Y, with morp or less ethnic idl-'ntity at bottom and mOl'e or If>, ~ 

unified by being continually l'!ubjected to idf'ntical emil'onment, and to the inevi

table pI'oce ', of assimilation, In thE' next place it gets added to, from time to 

time, by the ace ssion of othel' peoples-like scions engl'afted on the ' ntrallitem, 

or like cl'eepers attaching thel'eto- who settle in the countt'Y in a like manner, and 

come nndel' the many unifying influences already ref't'l'l'oo to, though ,~tW exhi

biting marks of l'4epu.ratenes and distinctness, Attirm thill stundat'd, and yon !JayI' 
an J ndinn notion, D ny it, and yon have a natioll nnll,lltl'e on tIIf' fact' of the e.arth, 

« 'l,w'x,) 

A comlllon languae(f', a common I'eligion, inter-dining, and inter-marl'jag'(' are, 

without doubt, potf'nt al1xiliar'if'~, 'l'hese Iwlp, no doubt, hy affording facilitietl fOl' 
oct-Opltrfttion ,mn by ft'ndf'ring t'1l": thf' nttainmf'nt of common ohjrGtH, Hnt, rot itlt 
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that, they m" (at best) in' parablo accidents, and it betl'ays a. gl'ievous obliquity of 

judgment to u tem thnm a ' constituting the V()l'Y e 'sollce of what is undel'stood 

by the tel'D1nctlion. We bega.n, l)l'oceeded, and have per. evered np to this day 6~ 
the taoit assLlmption that sucb is the correct doctrine, and let LlS continlle to exert 

olU'seh es LIn that principle at least n~ a working definition; bacall.qe, by pur. uil)g 
snch a I!ours\', and within the sIw!'\' pE'I'iod or Hev~n yeal's, \\'e baye accompli.shed 
the [j1'eal cud jlnlpn1.lc fa '/ til tr HI E' Hindll :lad M:1holludall pOPlllations of this 

cOllntry-lor,g l'('parated from olle another - long divided by pnrochial differences

lOllg kellt apa.rt !LJld p,( 1':L11~('d 1'1'0111 0 11(" ttnotlll'1' Ly sl'utional and sectarian jeil.
lou 'i~s-have\at In,,t I'l'cogllised Ullp anotlll'I' a" Ill elLlbtJI's of It single brotherhood, 

deRpite the many diJlel'encp,,; 1 hat ~till lingel'. Thi· a magnificent product of the 

Congress a,~ a 1IIi,ghl!! nationaliseI'. The pal't it has l1h'ea,(1)' played in this dil'ection 

is, indeed, glorious, nnd I am NlIl'l' ~·ou II-i ll not cIl[tI'gp me with holding Utopian 

"ielrs if, Oil the ba~i~ of \I ' hat ha~ been achipveu and in I'iew to tllO vital interests 

involved,l "entul'e to prpuict tll!1,t, throngh the Agency or tlJe Congl'ess, far more 
intimat relation: and far closel' fOl'IUS of kinship al'e in store for us in the not

relllote future. 
Jf thi ~ . bl'ethen" is tlH' <l! hjcc1 i;-,· lwndit, II e, aiS tile memberl'l of the Congl'ess 

have eoored, \I hat hayo WE' to sho ll' as itR objectil'e reslllts'1 I need not accu
llllllate fact to mal(e thi ~ clear. Let us fir:t recall to OLU' mind that, when we 

met at Bombay in tIlE' fil'~t year of our existence, Ire were J'eferred to by the then 

head of the Jndian GOYeI'J.IIlwnt Oldy a~ an influential and intelligent body. Let 

U ' next rememhpl' tlHLt, \\·1/(' n last Yf'ar 11'\' aS8l'Hlbh'd in the capiLaI of this Empire, 

the pI' sellt head or the lndian Goyt'I'I1JUelit stamped allel labelled us as an 

PRtctlilishea ('onstitutional l'III't!/, c:tI'l'ying 011 n le,f/ilimate \\"ol'k with legitimctte in
strlllllents and a('col'dillg 1 (I (uLnoUllcrlYl'd IJI P1liods, 'PhiH iR much fot' an Indian 

Yiceroy to acct-pt, thuugh it i~ 0 IWJl to doubt lI'hL'tlwl' we have received (tll'our 
due, and ",brthcl' Ir!' do 1101'. COl'I' \'Ctl)' speaki ng, cOl'respond to a more numerous, 
lU(,)l'e infiu('ntial, and more fUVOLlI'Bd party i ll England. Not only was tJter'c this 
change (If upinion aholli 0111 ,,,(' 11'('10\, hilt ther'e ha~ been a distinct step taken by the 

author'ities on the lines lI"e had clHllk\,d out for I'efol'lll. 'What W[\~ LOl'd Cross's 
India Bill but a confirmation of Olll~ viell's and a response-though a faltering 

respon e-to our choms voice. May \\e not also justly take credit for the labol's 

(such as they were) of the Public. el'l'i ce Commission and the consequent raising 

of age for candidat,es to thp ] ndian Coyenanted Service, the inauguration of the 

policy of a lal'ger recruitment of the Uncovenanted Service from the natives of 
this countr'y, the creation of a Legislative Council fOl' the N. ' V. Provinces, and a 
ll1(tI'7cecl illlpro/,emmt in the class or qU:llit.y of membe l'~ selected f01' all the Legis
la.tive Council· in the countl')' ever ~ince. These are unmistakable evidences of 
our <Jbjectil{:l achievements, and I think, gentlemen, they are sncll as we lUay I\"ell 

be proud of. 

Rut, notwithstanding a.ll these gl'onnds for congratulating ourselvcs, the lament

ahle fact l'CJI1aini that, in ,'e,q(l1'Cl to 01{1' hi,qhC)' claims, little beyond lip-concesHion 
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In thi~ C(luntry and a half-hearted and halting mea ure (nol\' shelved) in the 
imperial metropoli , has a y t fallen to ollr lot, We may work evr IW long ill this 
countL"y, the pI'ospect doe not em to brighten j and the real cau e may chiefly 

b that" the Goverrun nt in India has no power; tho Council in London haH no 
power; the HOUise of ommons has the power, b~t it refus('~ or neglect to xerci t: 

it," as Nlr, Y ule a:~Rerted from, hi!! pta,ce as the President of our sesRion at Allahabad, 

There is no doubt that Mr, Y uIe ',' lal'it diRjul1ctive sentence mans more than 
ll e wished to comey. XOI' did he intf'lId a1l1hat i~ "ignifif'd by his ;tatl'ment that 
Rix hunch'ed and fiEtr odd membel's, \\'110 are hound to be the guardian~ alld pl'otee
tOI'S of India:s l'ightH and libertips, ., harf til 1'0\1 II the g['eat and sol(-,Illo trust of an 

illlicrutable PI'O\'iden('e bl.lek upon thl' hands nf PI'o\'id nce to hI' looked crter as 

Pt'ovid nce itself thought best. MI'. Y Ltle him"plf made this clear when he vir
tually told us, almoRt im!l1f'diately aftel', that 1 hI-' lnf'ml)('I'" of the Hou~e of Cu,o
!l1()J1 ,~ ha.d not time l' l1ollgli and inft)l'matiol1 Pilough Oil th(' (}IIt'stionR that camp up 

before them, to be ablf' to judge uightl). 
'What then is the I'emedy '? On \I·hom is it incumbent to seek and secur the 

r >medy '? The anR\I'e[' ha~ h('en gil'en, that thr relllf'dy lit'~ ill inRtructing the' 
British pLlbli(~ , and in raising thflr It'ycl of infol'mation regarding l ndian affail's to 

the standard of IlsefulnesR . T1Je further anH\I'l'r lias bf'en giypn, that the duty of 

'eaking ,and securing that remedy lies primarily on ourselves, ~econdarily on the 
Bl'itish voting alld thought-leading public, and finally on their aCCl'edited represent
atives who constitllLe the Houst-' of Oommons. 111 partial dischal'ge of thesf' duties, 

\\'e have maintuinf'd t he "~l'itish ('ongl'(,s ,~ COlnJllittt'P, composed of earne t and 
gellerou ' ROLLis, wod,iug gl'OltuitoURly 1'01' us, \\ itll a talented I 'pcreto.ry in MI'. Dig
by, whose \\'ell-infol'med, tilllel), and rlLt'llest t'tl'orts ill ollr hf'half are the admira
tion of om' friends and a thorll ill tilt' l'ibR of thosl' of OUl' foe, who em eavonr to 

gain a point by delwling au Ullillstl'llCtt-'d pllblic \I'itl! fal~p and ill-founeled repre

sentations. J'\ 0 \I'ol'dl" of mine al'!' IIPcpssary to br'ing IIOI1W to YOll the fact that a 

more capable, srlf-denying, and bl'nfYolent body 01' mell never put theil' shoulder 
to a plliialltlll'opltic \wl'li in 0111' il\tel't'.,t~, and that a lal'ger measure of llCef'R \I'll 

never achieved than \I a" accomplished by thl'lI1, wiih their circum Cl'ibed opportu

nities and with many other demall d~ 011 their time and attelltion. TIter'e are abund

ant sign that their numbers \~ill incl'ea e, and that the phere of theil' influence 

and usefulness will widen, providt'd we do, as T shall presently show, what i ex
pected of us, A second agenc), which has come into being, and which is ffitirely 

due to British generosity, is the Indian pal'ty formed in th House of Common, 
itself, Mr. Charles Bradlaugh was its brilliant c ntre-piece and since death filched 

that priceless jewel from us, the setting ha !' mained \nth the socket still to be 
fill ,d in. Hm'e, agltin, it depends on our~elve' \!'!rethel' th(tt gap is to be adequately 

fill,'d, and that bocly i' to ['ecf'ive, in the requisitc measure, accession of strength 
in numb I'R and inflLlenc ; or wh thp!' we are to be t hrown back a quarter of a 
oontury, and find, oltrse1v s in tltr pre-Bradlaugb, pre-Congr 8, and pre-Ripon 

do.ys of apathy, 01) curity and inf'rt rf'~ignation (Xo, no). 
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Tll(\ anxiou~ t1nd \\'ell-con~idered acl\'ice of the British Oongl'e ~ Oommittef', 
I\nd th matul' opinion of;;he membe)'s of the Parliarnental'Y Indian party, concur 
in lll'ging us to change t,he !'elitte - to tl'al1~fel' ou!' operations to London itself'. 
lIf!"'lllbel'R of Olll' body, who ha\'{' alreany rendel'l·d yeoman ser\'ice in Englund as 

0111' delef!tltes befOl'(' th' British pllblie, al'!", of tile sam!-l mind, Any doubt that 
1)1II..r still linger must, he dispt'lled hy t hp fact tktl" ldihollgh Lor'd Dllffel'in,.'t~ tta' 
hell(1 of tIlt' Indian GOI'et'nment, Lll'g't'd tilt' \\ 'i~d()m and dpsil'ability of adopting 
SOl11I' fot'lll of the e]pctil'e pl'illCipll' ill tli(' constitution of our TJegislative COlll1-

,ils, bi~ l'eeol1ll11fndntioll, ba~pd lw it llo1pd- OIl lli" Pf>I'''OIIltI gl'asp of local con
dition , has bt'en blll'klJrl; amI 1 bat \'\'1'11 til(' lI1ak('~hift uf a limping ~uhstitllte 

for it, in tile shape of LOI'd Cros~' " J I1llia Bill. lia, bpl'n 'Iwlvt'd ann pigt'()n-holl-'d 
no one kno\I's for )10\1' long, no OllP can tell \I 'ith \"hat motiY(,~, In tile face of 
sueh a futt' hfll'ing ()\'l-'l'tILI(ell ll1f' 811g;p~tion~ of the mo~t eauti oll,', diploll1atic 
t1nd wal'Y \,icl-'l'oy \\'t' 11fl,I'P had. C<~11 \I 'p t':,(Pl'rL that Bi tll el' t!Jp pl'l-'sent Viceroy, 
a1bl-'it hI' lia~ put hi", sp,,1 of appl'uml on ItS, as a con~titlltionl11 party, 01' any of bi~ 
8IlcceBsor~, \I'ill ~o fa I' diS('O'~/1I Ilu' ;f' "1'!f'-7'espect a~ to COll I't It ",imiltw SllI11ll1al'), and 
ullceremonioliH 1 real n)('nt of 1111:'i]' pl'opo~al~ ~ It Hef>mS to me t]tat 1 he cumulative 

fOl'e of all tbest' considpl'ation~ pnillt- ll !llll ist,Limhly to1,ht' ab~ulllt t' l1L'c('s~ity of tlitUS
lating oUl'selyeR to Londoll \\' ith 1,!Je C:ungl'e',; lJ:1nner ore!' Oll!' heads, emblazoned 
\yith the figul'e of thp l"nion Jack. as much fo r indicating Olll' aims and ol;ljects as 
for tanning al\'ay hom the d(']l-'gate", assembled Ilndpl' its shade, all the noxious 
exhalations frolll those fOlll mouths Il'hidl iIII Jllltp tu lI ,~ seditious intentions and 
t1nti-Englisll Iwoclivities, a, if. fOI'solll Ii. till-' Ip,ad,'r~ of 1,~," Congl'p~~, who :11'1' tlw 
outcome of tht' 13riti~h I'uh-, [LIlt! \I '!Iost' WI',\' exi~tt'nce dPjlPllds on 1,111' maintpnancr ' 
of the British PO\I'PI' in lilciia, (;ollld 1)[" ,~o ilTatiollal a~ to :Idupt: 1111' f;llieid:Ll policy 
of lopping off tbp 1"'1',1' bl'aneh (Ill \I 'lli"h tllt,y Kl!1lld, 

1'hi~ mOlllcntou" ;.:1,' ]> of !ltlldi ng' a IIlt'eti II!\, i II Loudon WI-' can IwitJll-'r avoid 
nor po;.:tpollr ; and ] (,'II t I" 'at yOIl 10 rpnd 1'1' il pal'lH' ,'tl~ i II yon I' minds. and to 1'(>

solve right manftilly to do \I'hat yon finally tind to be YOlll' plain dllty, III l'egal'd 
to this t<.p, 1 do not sa,\" 1 haL lllel'e al'p not sel'iol1f; clillicliities to OI'P I'I;(,I1I(' , , Oil(' 
great bal'l'iel'- the drl1ad of social O;.:11'H(:i~ln -"iK nut to bl-' got rid ()I' by IU I-'re I'heto
ri001 out,burstH. TIll' qu("~tion d"sen'ps OUI' mORt ",el'ious con8idel'ation, 

It has to be sobedy and di~ptlssionately noted \\'Iwthp,r th(~ l'estl'ictiollS as to 
the COlmtl'ie~ \Te cOldd I'isit \\'el'p not mOl'e stringellt by I'ar' in the eaI'lie~t timE' 
than eyer after; lY!wl'hel' many regiolls, or'iginally tnbooecl in expr!l~s terms in the 
ISmrithia, wel'e not i,) lat,"1' days tacitly ta,{en out of tbe categol'Y of for'biddE'11 
land £01' a.n Aryan to 1-'111\'1'; whetllt'I', in so far as a sell voyage iA conc(:,l'lled, a di",
tinction IJas not bel-HI dl,lt\yn hetll'l-'t'1I Lhe north alld the I'outh of India on the 
ground of cu~tom; alld wlI PtlieJ'" wlJpre tile CII,,10Jl) lutd exisled, it Il 'aS l)ot 
allowed to be unobjL·ctiona.hle and pel'fectly eumpatib](' with bl-'ing \I'itltin the pale 
0'1' Hinduism; and wlll:'! /t"[',lastly, and above all, tltel't" is llOt ground for tIle COH

clll~ion t1ult 1 he stl'illgeIH'), of the niles in the l:lnwithiFl has bt'en autlJOl'itativ('!Y 
dl·('\tll',-d tOlldmit of 1',"1,1. Iltioll in 1'0 far as the Gr:illOstlt is OOIlCIII'lWtl, thongl. not 



ill th~ 'tt,,' of.tl:ose \\ ho, vowing to con:; cral- tit nl~el\'e~ to It Jjf of pit-'ty, PI'3C

tielLUy rel '!l..~e thell18ely )\ fl'OID ~ocial and [>oliLiC!\ I dutil'/:! Iti.,d obligation>!, und /.trl~ 

then/ore denied the illlmunities held out to th J~t' who bbour fO/ tLud in tluclJ 

'oeiety, 

Lf we decide in the atlil'llIati\ f', infinite willllt' 0111' cl't'die I f in tlO deciding 

it, we m'e for~aken by OUI' kith and kill, it will ~tili 1.>(' con,idt'mbly to ou\' m'celit 
that ,n' ha\'\:' made :J. hemic ~a('I'iHl\e fOl' the ~ake of O:lI' ('Olilltl'Y and in the intel'

t-'~ts of those ver) I,ith an I lIin who mit," 1)(' so cl'ut'1 liS 10 cast us off. But 

~uch oeial pt'I'seeution and hallishment ('l1lll1ot continue for t-" 't' I', Out' cauSe is 

so just and l'iglltl'Pus, oLlr pl'inriJlIt's allcl 1111'1 horl, of actwn ~o 10) al and upright, 

our opportunities of dO;llg good so Iliany and \ Ul'il'd, that ill Il,p jon'" rlln.", en our 

worst enemies \I' ill learn to fiud ill liS their hest fIoit'lld~, lind "uch of 0111' J,ill~lllell 

IlF< e~ITange them~eln's fl'OIl1 LIS \I ill, L belie\'!', gla.dl~' uH~()ciate "'ith u ~ a!;,aill .\1)(1 

reStOl'e to liS till' social Jll'iyikgt,;; that they telllp"I'lLl'Il:, Illrhhold h'olll liS. 

Silch is my bl'lief, jl:dging' 1'1', )111 )}!'I'('pdellt~. ill other, .I"!' t nllnlog'oll;!. (1\,
pal'tul'Ps. Hut if tlw lIorst sboul(l llappen, th"l'e is alrt'ad,v the beginning 

of a Congl'e"s ,ca,~te fundallwlltulJy based on lIinduism and ~ uh,tllntially in aecOl'd 

with its dictate, .. , and sLlcl1 a \ i;;itatioll as a detel'l\)illf'd ~()cial IJlllli,III[lt'llt 1!L.~ting 

fOl' allY length of tinw \I(lIdd only tpIle1 to ('(' lIlt'nt that Cilsle IIlC'I'(' clospl.\' tog('th r 

and to.gl'patl'r plll'pose. TilliS \\,OUlf[ it be pos~iblp to f01'1II tht, Illlell'us of It daily 

Illultiplying and expalls ive fraternity, and it II oldd soon be se('11 at large that by 
social union \\'ith ;t there is l1Iuch to gain ill nmttt'I'~ mundalle ulld little to 10 
ill interests t rilly ~pjl'ituaL 

::ihould \I'e ~1I('cepd in bolding lL :-it""ioll ill LOlldoll, alld thl'I'ehy ~l'cure seat:'! 

for electecl llH'mbl'l's in OUI' L('gi,latil'e Councils, that in its(,lf would gin· n, milch 

indirect belp in pwdling Oil intel'lllll I'pforll1, .-\ rll'cl'nt inlt:'I'ment of I'ltther mOl'i

blind Jail'S, \'il'tually dead but lingel'ing only to thllart, !tnd the introduction of 
he'h la\\'s to gi\'e an impulole to the Iwltel'l11l:'llt of 0111' ,~ocial condition, are nOli 

IJofJelesH ilJlpos~ibilitit's. 'fhl' G-OI'el'IIIlH~ lIt fight shy of the~l, and nomilJated Illel1'l

be]'~;\\'!t(l take theil' clue fl'om that <-}ovel'nment. art> \'qually tilllorous, If, hO\l'evel', 

this []uiescence i~ depal'tt'd fl'OIll ill any installc!' under tlw l'xi~ting sy~te l11, tIl(' 

Gorel'lI111ent fllld the lIlelllbeJ'ts Illa t klld thelllHl,lres to the depm'illl't-' at onCe fall 

victilils to calumilwlIs abuse and ullpopldal'ity ; fol' it is !Iuite p()s,~iblp for a mil101'

ity to raise l\ pOIYel'fnl cl'yand give it thl' chal'acter of a popular outbur t of indig

nation,1\.3 matter' 8t..,\lld, no Illealh exist fOl' gauging the popular feeling fo[' or 
againtst the measure, N owspapel's han too often gin'\1 an uncertain ound, and 
commissions to take evidence cannot sit long enough and examine a .Jal'ge enough 

number of witnesses to he SU I'O that It COl'l'eet conclusion baR been reached, If, aN 
\\ e propo e, elected members should ha\'e ~eats among our legislator ', the problem 

would be fairly solved, fen eeking elpction, would find it Ilece sary to pl'e~ 

themselws with such proposal as, in their \'iE''''\' might be acceptable to till' popular 
mind, and the fact of tilPir being "lected or rejected would, in Ulan) (;a~" afi'Ol'Ci 
lonciueive proof whether the legislation proposed was "ell-timed or not, in 
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harmony \\ ith popular fe -ling or at varillnce with it. Should any displlte m'ise as to 
whether a legislative measure proposed i popular 01' ot)~e]'\yil3e, the mtlmber in 
charge of it, and members in favouL' of it, might relSign their seats and seek re-elec
tion on that very measUJ'e, while thtl Government, Hot identifying itself with the 
measure, would, without ulcUlTing any odium, be able to allow useful legislation to 
go on or to be tried, 1'e 'pecting matters ,dlich itR ~olicitllde, not to be lllisunder
/:Stood lJ,nd not to incur unpopularity, migllt make it ayoid. 

'Whatever may be our decision a~ to tlJe duty of sending a gallant contingent 

to London to make up tIle ~eiS 'iOll of the Congress then" itil3 undoubtedly impel'a

ti,;e on ll~ to penetrate to the musses bel'e more than hitherto, and deeply imbue 

them with the spil'it of the Congress \\'lJich i8 only another naHlt> for naticrnu.1 senti
ment. (Ohem·s.) l'lle impl'ession i~ "till ]J1'en,len t, Olat as yet the effect of Ollr 
efforts in thi, dil'ection IJlt~ beell olll} slight, alld \I 'e hal'e donp little nlore tllan to 

scrntch the outer skin and to awaken the spasmodic elJ thll~iasm of our unanglicised 
brethren. Let us approach them, witu aJl ill e energy and fervIILir that \I'e have 
hitherto hrought to the Congress platform , Ullt which enel'gy and fel'voul'- SO far 
as the Indian field is concel'ned- \l"ilJ 1I0t, on tlle present Hcale, be neces ary for 
that purpose in futuL'e, yuite apart from the question \I'hether \l'e should close our 

Congre s labour.s in India for a time. 
ioVhether " e resolve to rest on OUl' unr,.., or not , it becoltws our bOll nden duty 

f, 

all the same to go more amid tbe masses and to !Saturate their minds wit,h the as- .. 
pu'ations of a united nationality. Thel'e is another tier!! solid 1'ea~on for such effort
It involves tbe fulfilment of a trust; for, constituting tile uppl'r strata of the Indian 
society, we have first caught the light of the enlightpned W e~t"-as mountain tops 
catch the first glimpses of the L'ilSing S UIl. But, ulllike those glilllps~'s, that light 
will not descend to the lower strata of OUl' society, unleslS \I'e actively transmit it 

from a sens~ of duty and a sense or honol'. 
Let us impart to our people, a~ \\ e al'e in l'ighteoLLHuelSlS lJolllld to do, oLir cOl1vic

tion that they !Should cease to look UpOll the Bl'itilSh rule as thp rule of a foreign 
people. ",Ve should ask them to look upon OUI' Bl'iti"h l'1l1e l'~ as filling a gap that 
bas existed in our national ecoll oll1y-a~ ta,king the place oncl:' hf- lcl by tbe K sha

tria, and as being thel'efOl'e part and pa.rcel of tbe traditional admini~trative mecba
nism of the land. 

Let u~ not heed t'le ,~lJlisteJ' cry tbat we ~lJ all thereby drag tlJe people of this 
country into discus 'ing politics- into paths they al'e t! uppo~ed never before to have 
trodden. For our Pltl't, we "hall only act Llp to the undoubted I'ight involved in the 
fact that we are Englan.d·s !Subjects; a.nd, as regards our countrymen at lal'g', they 
will only be brought back to those privileges, ",hieb- unquestioned by authority 
and with the full knowledge of authority~our ancestors are recorded to have en

jo eel in their amsaths, Sabha and Ootwaras. in the days treated of ir that grand 
old epic- the l\lahabharata. 

Gentlemen, J am deeply tharu,ful to you £01' the patient and indulgent ntten
lion YOLL have accorded to me. Our Britil:!h rulers hal'e indeed witbbeld froll1 us 



61 

the pl'i,ilege of demonlStl'tlting out' 10" and loyalty towards OUl' :SoHm~igl1 Lady' 
the Empl"t' s Quetln by lighting bel' battle:; n \'olunteer ' undur the 13riti~h flag; 
bllt \\"e haNu still 'OUle consolatiOll I ft in the faet that "peace hath her victorit!' 

no le.~s renowned than tho of \\"0.1':' The Congl'al'! platfol'Dl iF! the fidd on which 

lIeh bloodJess triumph,; are to be won, aTld though a~ yet we have had but II 'mall 

me<1.:!lIl'e of sucee 'S, thel'" iN ground fur hope in what the puet si!1gR,-
" FOI' fl'l'(>dom's battle unce begull, 

* • • 
Thougb baffled .oft, is eve~ \\"on:' 

We, a th eo pioneers of tIlt' movement, may at1 aill r ~t1 .. more thiLfl the suti '

factioTl of upholding "llat is J'ight and PI'otl·"ting agaill st whllt is \\ rong; bl.t 
'ucceecling generation" II ill fl"1 P 'the fl'llit of our labout,s, al'd will cheri 11 Inth fond 

remelllbl'lLIlce the namt'~ of tho~e "ho had the cOllra~I' and f he bpl1l1l11ity, the 
singleness of pUI'!)()se and tile self-::;acriticing dt'\'otiflll to dll:Y, to 11"01'1- for llle 

benefit uf posterity, in ~pite of calumny a"d Pt'l'Sl' '''LLt iOl. und greu1 per~onaJ los~ , 

"'len, sUf;b as tbe~e, may attaill no titll'~ uf distill cLio I I trolU ()"I'Pl'l1ment, but they 

-are" nobltls by the right of an 0<'1.rlier creation: 'l'hey II1'L.V fail to win honour 

from their ()o,nLempornries a~ ti le truest apostles. but they art'" prie 't, by tlw 
imposition of a mightier hand"; lIlld, II'heu tbeir !ife', II ul'i, lS dUll e, they wiJI Imv ' 
that higll e~t of all earthly I'ell ul'ds,- tlJe S('u,e uf hlLI iug Il'I't theil' country better 

than they had found it,- the glol'Y of haying built lip into a ullited alld compact 

nation the dil'el's r'w\-'s and cla,~\:s of the Indian population, and the ~atisfaction of 
having led a people, /su llk in politICal and social tOI']>or, to think aud act [01' them~ 

ISClYCt', and titrive to work out their OWIl II ell-being by cOll.,titlltional and righteous 
method, (Lou(l and continue!t cheers) , 

Eighth Congress - Allahabad- 1892, 

•••••• •• 
Mr, W , C, Bonnerjee. 

13RO'l'lillR DELl:lGATl:l ', L ,\llIl'lS A ' ]) GE~'l'Ll!l~LI'lN,- '1'11, po itioll, which, by 

Y til' unanimou,' voice, YOli have called me to fill, is a mo, t distinguished and 
honourable one, r am proud to fill it, and J trust that., with your h lp and by your 

forbearan e, 1 may b ahle to dificharge the duties IYhich \I ill be l'eqnil'cd of me 88 

the PreRident of thu 1;ighth Indian l. :rational Congr RH adl·quately and ~l\tiRfactorily. 
(Oheel's), Tho e dlltieil, as all of you who ha,'e attended our Congre 8t! bt:fore 


