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THE POLICY OF ANNEXATIO~. 

WE have now taken a hasty survpy of the real 
nature of the ('risis through which we have passed, 
and I haVf~ pl)inted out that the nim and object of 

the rebels was a war of extcrmilJation, and that the 
attainment of that aim was far from hl:ling bO chime
rical or 'so impossible as I fear some people will now 
try to persuade us. Are we agai.n to be exposed to 
buch a danger? .q'hc surest way to gum'd agalllst it 
i:. to e&timate It correctly, not to underrate and not 
to exaggerate it. We hare also endea;voured to cal

culate the forces whICh have enabled us to overcome 
and subdue thc danger for this timc; and If my 
views are acceptcu, an impression will have been 
produced that we 'should ,~atch closely anti fostor 
the conservativc intel'csts of the country, and strive 
to obtain thc highcbt talent and qualifications for itl:) 

administration, c.-,pccially cn(·c'lraging the employ
ment of natives, and steadily 0ppO'liI'.g the rcrklpbs 
intrusion froulJthe mere lust of patronage of young 

Europeans into I10sts of authorlty and ('IDolument 
without any sprcia1 training or proved aptitude, and 
to the exclusion of wen <l,lahfieu natives. 

Am1 DOW" e com" at last hy a natural traU'lition 
to the lJoint which I promiseu to elucidatc - th<' 
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causes of the very general dislIke to our rule and 

dh,trnst of our intentions, "hich have for years been 

appraent to all who have succeeded in gaining the 

eonfidenc(' and eliC'lting the undisp,ui"cd ,;cutimbnts 

of the better educated native'! of IndIa, the canses 

whieh havp led to the g(,llcral di..,afkctlOn throu!?,hout 

India, of wllich the mutiny of the srpoys, ant? the 

:rebellion of a vast area to the !1orth of the N rrbUtlda, 

may be considered as merely prcmollltory and diag

nostic 8ymptoma. 

Thi.lI general disaffection througllout India ha~ 

been rapidly incrt'asing m bittcl'Ilc"s alld rost1£'s8ne".., 

ever since Lord Dalhnu'lie a"l>nIDC'f1 the rein<> of Go

vernment at Calcutta m January, 1818. Where 

general ,di'lafi'ectlOll and di"trn;,t pre'\ ail. the mere 

ostensIble pretext or provocative to actual conflict 

i" never long wallting. Anything" III cause an Pl{

citf'ment j anything Will Sf'rve as a cry; anything 

'l ill be' caught at and exbibitcd by the dcsiglllllg 

ieaders, and arc<'pted by the angry multltudl' a" the 

crowning injury and. in"ult, tlU' last intolerable in

fliction, whic}l mnst be opposed and resisted, or 

enrlured for ever. Greal!.ed cartridg<1~ will do, fetters 

for refusing them will do, modern...an.hque propheties 

will do, anything will do for an exciting cauStl) when 

dIscontent, SUSIJlcioll, and credulity rmgn. What 

{'~cusc was there for the attack on the Tuileries in 
August, or the prIson massacres in September, 1792'( 
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Where an immell"C population i~ !'ul~jccted to :. 

foreign and alien racc, and csp{'cially where the 

natives and the conquerors arc of different colours, 

the;e must exi:o.t some amount of repugnance and 

hearthu1'lling; and nothing hut the most !'crnpulous 

respect for allcient rights, and a thoroughly efficient 

adml'nistration on the llurt f)f the dominant race, ('an 

overcome the natural averRion to a foreign yoke, and 

secure permancut or cven long-contllJ11f)d submission 
• 

and peace. From waut of sympMhy with the natives, 

and our lwiJe of superiority, and the l'ver.incrpaslllg 

lust of patronage, we have excluded the llatives from 

all share and iutere:-;t in the GoYcrnment, and from 

almost all po!.t!' of dignity and high em~lument; and 

we have done nothing to initiate that human' fellow

tlhip between the races, without which our miRsion in 

the East must for ever reR1uin dark and barren. It has 

gradually camp to pass that there il'! no humnn rela
tion between the Engllsh and the natives of India, 

neither that of master and ~IaveJ 110r that of patron 

and client .. nor until 18117 l'\"{'ll that of open foes; 

but a hard misunderstanding and mytllal (listrust 

subsist, which but • few ifldividunll'! on either Ride 
• can hreak through. f1.nd within the last twenty 

ycars, but more pa~ti(,1l1ar1y within the last ten 

years, from the extension of our territory, and the 

('A)nsequent employment in greater' numbers of young 

ana inexperlCllced, men, the iucfficiellcy, oppression, 
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dnd corruption of our judicial aud magisterial esta

blishments have been aggravated, and in sOme dis

tricts have become intokrable. And within the 
( 

same period we have gradually shown more and 

more disregard for aneient rights, less and less con

sideration for the Jllost legitimate and eherished' feel

ings and predilections of the best-instructed' and 

most influential classes of the natives. It was 1I0t 

always so; we did not gain our immense posscssions 

and pOWE'r in India by sueh means. We C3Lllot 

keep them so. 
While the founders of our Indian E:r;npire Wele 

maintaining and i\trcngtheniug a precarious position, 

controlling !,nd concIliatiIlg allies, and contcnding 

with powerful enemies, whom they could not hut 

respect and admire in some degree, the English in 

India contiuued to place a lugh value on the good 

will and good opinion of the natives. While they 
were evoking peace and ord£'r out of a chaos of con

flicting interE'sts, they learned at every !>tep to appre

ciate both the value ,of native tact in negctiation, and 

the powerful influence of our own rpputation for 

honour and fair dealing. AntI as in all times of 

conquest, crisis, and real tiifficulty tho wort;; was 

done by a few heroes and statesmen, our most cele

brated tasks of the paeification, settlement, and 

organizatioll of large provinces were effected by one 
or twO able and expc,ienced Englif-ll officers in each 
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province, by m<:'ans of some special native agency 
and the existing local authorities. These able and 
experienced men-first.rate, second-rate, or third-

• rate soldiers or administrators-never ma}.e them-
selves offensive to the natives, never despise the 
inhabitants of the country, or think lightly of their 
ancierl't rights, privileges, LU~toms, or prejudices. In 
fact, they understand the natives, lind can make them
selves understood and respected by tlt<;m. Search 
the works,. the official writings, attd the official acts, 
of such men as Lord Metcalfe, Sir Thomas Munro, 
Frederick John Shore, Sir John Malcolm, Mount
stuart Elphinstonu, Sir Henry Russell, General Low, 
and Sir Robert Hamilton, for the propf of these 
allegations. But as our supremacy became' every 
day wure fSurely established and acknowledged, the 
immediate obvious necessity for reliauce on native 
agency rapidly diminished, until the stream uf home 
patronage, which grows with what it feeds upon, has 
at length filled the ~ hole country with English 
g('ntlemen te> be provided for, i.nd with apparent 
functions to be performed. 'l'he mass ~. European 
idlers and. nonentities-in the' civil and military ser
vices don't certainly add~o the physical strength of 
England in India, while they detract from her moral 
strength, lower the native ideal 1'Itandard of English • ability and honour, and introduce an element of' 
insolence, contempt, Lnd tyranny, whieh if:l most 
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daugerous to our power, and derogatory to our 

national reputation. The same great vi.ee prrvades 

our entire system; an unnatural and degrading rule 
• 

of exclusion is manifest in all our establishments; 

appointment" for Euglishmen are multil,licd; and 

young Engli.,hmen without any peeuhal' qualifica

tions are placed in minor p()~ltiol1s, th·] uutlCs of 

which ('ould be fulfillf'd in a much more .dliclCnt 

1lllWner hy natIves, with the great auvanL!gf' of their 

improvement in knowkdge, in "olf-respe(,t, and in 
attachment to Bntihll intcrc'Its. 

But our reputation has Buffered of late years, by 

dereliction" in a i:-tlll more filtal direction. 'rhe 
Duke of \Vellington made a \\ rll-known c\eelaratio:l 

in 1802: "I wonlU rathcr .~aerifi('e Gwalio1', <'r :my 

frontIer, ku time"l ovr1', in order to 

cllaracter for &erupulous g"(}od faith." 

prp:,cf\ eel our character for good faith. 

preserve our 

\Ye have not 

Within the 
last twe1v(' yeaw., e'lpeeially, we ha,,(' made ~e,,('ral 

sum,nary c>,tilJetlOns of boverClgnilC's and anne:ll.ations 

of territory, most (hnbtful in their lcga!ity according 

to the :"trirt letter of treatie'l and of the law of 

nation:", and in their obviou" spirit and tcndency 

malljfc~tly significant of Oln· decreasing reg':.rJ for 

the honour and iutcrcsts of Ol.\r native allic'l. Of 

coursr each of the ca&es alluded to mm,,; be judged 

upon its own merit:,; but that a great ehange has 

come over the l'Ipll'it of our policy, "lIlce all po\\'erfill 
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opponents have disal'PCllred from the scenE', will be 
seen from a very cursory.referenco to historical facts. 

And it et\D.not be doubted that this cllange has 

spreat!. great terror and dissatisfaction RllIOng all 
thE' classes interested in the stability of the native 

principalities. 
DlXing the stormy ami hllSY period from 1ROO to 

1820, We' respected all existing rights, rewarded 

liberally our 0\\ n allies, and 8hml cd the fullest con. 
sidemtion for the 'dignity of our. conqnered elll:lIlip s 

~md the interests of their adherents. 
When rl'lppoo Sultan's mOllarchy fell with Sprin. 

gapatam, we took a third of the conquered duminions 

as our 5hure, we muc!e a good hargain with the 
Nizam for his third of the tel'l'ltory, but' we erected 

the rf'mainder, whiC'h "as in fact nearly the ,\holp 
of the original MY<'OlL e9untrv, illto a l)rineipality 
for the represclItatiYe of tllC allelent l{aj<lh --; ; and we 

agreed with th(' Nizarn'\' to lllakc a haudsome and 

becommg provibioll foJ' 'rippoo's large family. But 

of late years
J 

although an ample s~are of' ~nd, yield. 

ing upwards of seven lakhs of rupees ~er annum, 
was conceded to us 1jy the Nizam for this ('''press 

purpose, thl' Supreme Qoverumcnt and the Home 
authorities have m&de several p)vns for the gradual 

reduction and ultim:rte extillcilOD of the allowances 

.. By the Pnrtitior Tre.tty of Mysore In 179~ 
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to Tippoo's descendants; and in a despatch on this 

fmbject from the Court of \lirectors, which was pnb. 

lished in all the new':lpapers about a yEar ago, as jf 

calculated to gain universal 'approval, i1 was pclainly 

stated that the Mysore family must be l'repared to 

It mingle with the people," $at the stipends would 

all be gradually diminished, and after a ccrtail! num

ber of lives, would be entirely withdrawn. Of tIle 

vicious nature of the system of hereditary st.ipel1ds, 

1'10 burdensome to t(lC Swte, and 80 demoralizillg to 

the recipient, tlH'rc can he no question; it is most 

ohjectionable in principle and ill practice. But why 

has the opportunity in this case, a8 in many others, 

heen lost of introducing that po",erful conservative 

elCllleut, private property in land '( Thirty or forty 

years after Tippoo's [leath, and at a (hstallcL of lifteer. 

hundrcd mileR from Mysore, there' could have be'cn 

no necessity for keeping the princes, brought up 

from childhood under our tuition, in custody or ill 

surveillance. In the possession of lauded estates, 

which might once for all have been conft'l'fed un the 
• r head of the family or of the se~eral branches, the 

princes would have heen atta~hed to a safe locality, 

and established in an honOllrable and llseful position, 

instead of being condemned to an ic11e and discon

tented existence in C.Jcutta. The family of Tippoo 

appears to be entitled to a permanent provi"jon in 
some shape or other, by eyery dictate of compassion 
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aod justice, for, as bp.fore mentioned, our Govern
ment accepted of a valuable cODsidfT3.tion from its 
allies for tbe express purpose of undertaking this 
eha~e. Any plan for attenuating these stipends at 
each succession, .and for ultimately extinguishing 
them, would be most iniquitous; and the rccom
mend,<l.tion that the pl'inf'Ps should learn to "mingle 
with the people," sounds to the native ear like a 
cruel moe1.ery. N or is this so unreasonable. Do 
we in Europe expect the SCiOllS of a Ruyal line, 
however ephempral its power may have beell-a 
Murat, or a Beauharnais-to "mingle with the ' 
people?" Thpn is it to he supposed that in a country 
like India, in a very 1l1ferlOr state of civilization, such 
a recommendation will he recclved with compJ.acenC'y 
or recognised as con",iderate and honest advice? 
I do not doubt the illtcn!iolls of the upright llome 
Government, hut I do consider thls casp as one 

illustration of the change induced in our political 
views by forty years of supremacy, and of the 
scanty sympathy which the iIlustriom and unfor
tunate prin~es and nobles of In~ia have received of 

late years. _ 
Betw~n 1800 and )3819, when the great general 

paeifiJation of India took place, we were not ashamed 
to make compromises and "oncessions even in the 
midst of our greatest triumphs. After driving the 
';Bost active and enterprisIng of the Mahratta chief-
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tains, IIolkar, out of every part of hi:; dominion8 

into the Punjab, where his army iitight have b0ctl 

completely def>troyf'd with ease, we concluded peace 

with him in 180S, on modcmil' terms. Tllib ~atc 

having again heeome hostile iu 1817, aml its 

military l)ower having becll destroy<.>d at the hattIe 

of ~fahidpore, a treaty of pence "M made .. with 

Mlilhar Rao Holkar, reo-toring him hi:; capital. 'lIHl 

the greater part of his territories, and leaving h~s 

honour and Ilis inderendeTw(, ulldjm~nisheJ. A~e('r 
Khan of Tonk, a soldier of fortune alld Ilartiosan of 

Holkar, with no hereditary pretension:;, or powerful 

cormexi()ns, whom 'I C might have ('r1lshed, or set 

aside and Ilcnsioned, without l'xciLillg any extensive 

m.fl'eliug, ,,'as confirmed and beeured in all hi;;; 

re('ently aelluircc1 po;,;,csbion:" yicldmg upwardb of 

fiftcC'l\ lakhb of fUPCCI:< per annum, and some districts . ' 

added as a mark of the good-will of the HOllourablp 

Company. By numcrou" similar "ettlcmcnts, evillcing 

a generous and friendly comidcmtlOll both for 

ancient rights and for the new intcl'P-.ts whi:ch had 
r r 

sprung up on thc ruin:, of the Mogul Empire, much 

influence w;'", gaillcd by, the COVlpany and much op

position dibarmcd. 

WIlen the last of the Pcishwa", aftcr the' Rhort war 

hrought on by his own unexampled treachery, sur

rendet'ed hirn.,clf to Sir .Tohn Mr.lcolm, a cours(, wa.s 

adopted, to I:<parc, as much a!; possihlc, tlw pride of 
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the Mahrattas, and to leave the Sirdars of the 

Deccan a national centre for the presl'rvation of 

their old customs and former dignity. A palt of 
the ~mmen8e territories lately under thl' sway of the 

Peishwas was erected into an independent princi

pality for the Rajah of Sattara, tho representative 
head 'of the Mahratta Emplre. Lord Dalhousie took 

advantage of the failure of a direct heir, refused to 
acknowledge the Hmdoo law of adoptIOn, and ex
tingmshed this 'bmall but mfiuentlal and friendly 

<"overeignty. When Rajah A ppah SahIb of N agpore, 
having forfeited all claim to further forbearance by 

his continued hostile iutrigul'!'. against our power. 
wafol deposed, the grandboll of Rughojee .Bhonsla the 

Spc~nd, who fought against Ub at Assaye and Ar

gaum, ~al' placed on the Musnud of Nagpore, and 

thus all existing mterpst8" ill that (luartpr were con

C1liated. On the df'a,th of Hns Rajah, our faithful 
and submissi~e ally, Lord Dalhousie, declined to 

rfcognise his grand-nephew and heir, and in total 

dEfiance of filet and law declared..the Bhonsla family 
to be (,xtinct. In all our treatlCs of peace we 

exacted ~ple indemnity fbr our war ex~el}ses, 
accessions of revenue to' support our increase<\. esta
blishments, and guarantees for our future undivided 

\... 
supremacy; but, at the same tilLf', the prudent and 
far-seeing policy was ')bserved, of not dnving the 

conquE'red prmM!> and 1lohleSl of Indla to despair by 
E 
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utter qonfisOation, Of 'by sllch excessil'tlJ redu~oIi~ of. 
tbeil' revenl'llll as w~u1d re~er impossible $e 'sup

)IOrt of thett ·accuil.dlDed and decent state, ll1d of 
their re~tioua and hereditary vRsuls, and i nprur the 

.mciency of thei:r a4ministratioo8. :f. 'l'he native prin

ci~ities were then regarded as form1.$g a mo~ 

Valuable place of refuge for amb\tJOus alid wrdike 
charactetll, and for those numerous families oi'ht'1'e-

, ,eJitary oflieial reputation, who. under our system, of 
rule, must inevitably have sunk into obscutity,. 
poverty, and discontent-have hecome eit}ler begg*" 
or conspirators. 

H I am decidedly of opinion," said Sir John Mal. 
colm, u that the ~rarlqumity, not to Bay security, of 

ou; power will be hazarded in proportion. as the 

territories of native princes and chiefs fall under our 

direct rule." " It appears.to me," said Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, U to be our interest, as well as our 

duty, to use every means to preserve the allied Go
vernments. The period of Ollr downfall itt India will 
probably be hastened by every increase of our tel'. 

ritory and \ubjects." (( I consider the ~xtin('tton of. 

a native State," said Sir H~rY &aBeD •• " as a nail 
dti.V'ell. into our own coffin/' 

Wba.t a contrast to the counsel '~ese veteran 

Judtan u.dministrators and .. statesmen }'.as the bold 

declaration of Lord Dalhousie, aftw One yeat's ex,.~ 

Mace in )be offire of Governor-~~H 1 ;4~ 
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this fitting opportunity of r~cording my strong and 

deliberate opinion, that in the exorcise of II. wise and 

sound Ilolicy the British Government is hound not 

to put aSlIIe or neglect such rightful oppol'tumti£>s of 

acquiring territory or r('venne, as may from time to 

tIme present themselves." This is not the plac<" to dis

cuss ~he j1l'3tif'c of tht> an lIl'xatil)n of the Punjab, Sat

tara, Jhansi, N agpore, and Oudc, which all took place 

undC"r Lord Dalhou.,ie's tenure of office: Wt ar€' con

Ct'rned at prcs€'ut only with tIl{' P''ohc!I of RUe'll acquisi

tions, with the effcf't thereby proiluccrl on Hle publIC" opi

nion of Iudia, and ll1 partIcular wItll th(' share", hich 

these repeated" acqUl<tItwns of territory and revenue" 

have had III kmdlIng the terrific ('onflagra.,tjon of 1857. 

So long as we eontmucd to be still only one 

of the powerl> of Tudta, and werp engaged in sub

dUlllg fierce eUf'lllH">, an.d conquC}'lng- provinC'c!'l, 

alltanees with the nahve pr Jnces wpre sought/, altc1 

"e ccrtamly drew our full shure of ad~antages from 
su('h a., we formed. For ycal's we w('re celebrated 

as faithful amI hbel'al fripnds, 0l1T generous re!>tora

tions of the Mysort> and Sattara Rajaps gained us 

golden opinions from ~ll 501'l;S of people; our gene

rOU8 lenien~y after the ~eaehery of Appah Sahib, 
the Rajah of Nagpore, in 1817, in placing another 

member of the family on the M nsnud, was. a strong 
proof of our moderation and regard for the illus

trions families of the country. But with the dis.. 

E2 
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appearance of the last vestige of an opposing power 

our moderation began to disappear; the lust of 
patronage, the Elwelling of our establishment., led to 

financial dIfficulties, and the Imprudcnt and ~ost 
unjust expedition to Affghanistan ill 1839 wa'l the 

commencement of a series of Rnnual defi.C'iencie'!, 

which appear to hav(' stimulated our rulers ~ an

nexation, and to the more rapid and sWE'eping re

sumption of estates as a means of restoring a financial 

equilIbrium. IJord' Ellenborougt:'s equitable and 

considerate settlem('nt of the Gwalior State after the 

Maharajpore campaIgn, bad a most reassuring effect 

throughout IndIa; but Lord Dalhou.,ie carrif'd the 

policy of annexation and rpsumptlOn beyond all pre

c('lh'nt; and enforced it against our mO"lt f~l1thful and 

suhmisslVe allIes. That thIS plan has signally and 

deplOlably falled must be now sufficiently apparent. 
That it ha., led to a WIdely spread dIscontent among 

the IDo<>t influcntlal classcs, whose ideas descend and 

penetrate through every rank of Indlan society, is 
equally certain. In every mosque, in ~very bazaar, 

in every assflmblage of the people, during the last 

ten years, loud and bltt'er havc~ been the denuncia

tions of the bad faJ.th of O1.r Government: Sflttara, 

Nagpore, and Oude havc been the greatest sources 

of discontent. 



53 

LETTER VI. 

SOCIAL EFFECTS OF ANNEXATION. 

THE extensive di'3tress and rum among the DlOst 
culti.ated and influential cla:>ses of Indian society, 

the rage, mortificatIOn, and COO5tCruatIOu produced 
by t1wse repeated annexations, can neltlll-r be denied 
nor doubted by anyone who ltas seen anything of 

life in IndIa. Lord Dalhousie and lus supportcrs 
have said, and will say again, that they never ex

pected that the extonsion of BritIsh rule would be 

acceptable to the parasites of a Native, Court, who 
fatten on its profusion and it!> corruptIOn; and the 

clallli::. of tIle native military and official aristocracy 
to a solid and pt,J'manf'nt. c'3tahlishment under our 

revolutIOnary arrangf'mcnts are ubually dlsmilSserl: if 

they are ever taken into eom,idcratlOn at all, with a 

rhptorieal and obJurgatory tIrade, of wInch the poli

tIcal {'cononY' is as shortsIghted ,i\nd Ullbo.untl as the 
language IS flippant and unfeelmg. A lIfe tel1u~re of 

,their emolument~ ta- slllec~ril'lts is generally con

sidered as ~ remarkably >theral settlement; wlule the 
titles to landed estates and to llCl('ditary charges on 
the revenue are strictly and unrelentingly sifted. 

All prospects of en:iployment in po!>ts of high dili
tinction and emolnme.'lt are closed. All places 
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of authority are filled by English officers, many of 

"hom (especially within the last ten years, from the 

incre~ing numbers required) are ignol'aut, inexpe~ 

rienm>d, and eminently uueonciliatory ill their man~ 

neTS. Our Government takes all that it ('an, re~Ulnel!l 

landed estates and allowances of monc:v, whenever it 

can find a plau'Siblc el-cuse, even from the occasional 

arbitrary acts of the .natIve princes, to do 1>0; hut 

grants nothing, gives nothing: so that the constant 

and certam tendency of our rule hitherto has been 

to level all social incq ualitJes, t,11 nOlle are If'ft be. 

tween the dominant English antI the lleasantry, but 

a purely officIal cla"" of upstart mini&terial officers, 

trained in our courts, hadly paid and corrupt, who 

in the eves of the natIves represent thc charactC'f and 

spirit of our Government, and ill tllC eyes of our 

Uoverl1ment rcpresellt the character and spirit of the 

natIves in g-encral. For there are comparatively few 

of the Unglish officIal!> lU India who have any inter~ 

course with an~ class of the natives except their own 

&ubordmatQt! and the sUltors ill their ",euurts and 

offices, and t,hey form thmf opinion of the native 

character from what theJ hear nnd see. 

A native sovereign, with his locally recrUIted a1'luy 

and persol;lal attendant", his religious, national, and 

family ceremonies and processions, and progresses 

through the country, is a bountiLll sourc~ of heredi. 

tary employment, of prHie, amusement, and excite. 
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meut to' all ranks andc1asses. All this ceases on 

an annexation, aU public pomp, state, and general 

amusement cease, the sting and vivifying charm. of 

life -is gone, everything is doomed to settle down to 

a dead, dull, and uniform level. . Too little thought 

has been given to this consequence of our inter: 

ferezTce; we hav~ sneered and ~ockcd at the notion 

of natives feeling loyalty and affection for their 

ancient chieftains, though in every page of history, 

!l~ld in every event of the pl'esfmt day, we may see 

that these sentiments have a most powerful influence, 

Klore powerful, perhap~, among Oricntal nations than 

they ever lead among those of Europe. And, in a 

certain phase of civilization, in a cer~ain stage of 

social development, thesc sentiments are' powcrs 

whiclt u wise Government should know how to evoke 

and how to wield. W e .havc~ done nothing to eu

courage feeling" of loyalty alld devotion for our 

Queen or for our Government; we have grossly 

outraged those fi:~elings hy our treatment of fricndly 

princesand.their families, and \~ now see the results 

in the l'ebellion and attemptcd war of pxtermination 

of 1857. -Though despotic, the~ative Governments of' India 

are truly patriarchal; they discourage, more or less, 

the accumulation of' private pruperty-at least among

the personal followers of the sovereign-whose tra

ditional policy it is to have even the most powerful 
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of his nobles dependent OIl him, and to retain com

plete control over their fortunes. For these reasons 

the native monarch, from immemorial custom, is 
heir-general to all hi'S own relations, minu,ters, 'lmd 
courtiers; but, ou the other hand, he never fmls to 

'provide for the f~lmilies of his deceased servants, 

with a liberality proportionate to the amount of the' 

realization from their <'states or hoarded wealth, 
while all the great civil offices and military com

mands are filled from these favoured classes, who 

form, in fact, the native ar;'Stocracy. '1'he native 
monarchs, rloubtl<,'ls, adopted this plan from jealou'Sy 

of theIr nobks becoming too powerful, and for the 

same rea'lon they frequently preferred to provide for 
their rc1ati.oIl~ and courtiers by sinecure offices, an. 

nual mODey aliowanf'es, and oeeasional presents, to 
granting them jagheers or landed estates. We can

not, of course, continue this barbarous, irregular 

patriarchal system, but hitherto we have Rot suffi
ciently, in fact not at all, recognised the obligations 

imposed on us by its,,~xisten('e from time ~memorial. 
In consequence of tbis system, 'an arlstocracy has 

• 
grown up, which we fihd in ilossession of all the 

power, wealth, and privileges-of the annexed country, 
dependent on the will and favour of an abtSulute mi)-

-narch, it is true, but prolected by ancient custom, and 

by that universal public opinion, agaiust which even 

an absolute monarch can seldom offend with imp~nity. 
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Private accumulations haVf' been discouraged, and 
generally appropriated at each succes'1ion, but the 
right to a pt'rpetual provision for the family, and to 
the "ccognitlOn of their dIgnity and rank, has ever 
been held sacred. Our rule works a ('omplete revo~ 
lution in their positIOn and prospects, cffectually 
dObi!lg to them theu iOrIllt:l' career In the public 
service, and allowmg to the stlper.dIary and sineeu
nst merely hu; actual emoluments for 11ft, or, as « a 
specIal case," for two or more li"c8, so that ruin and 
dcgradatlOn are but postponed for a gCIH'ratlOn or 
two. Now, it appears to me, that the very fact of 
the obstacles offered to the accumulation of private 
property, serves to render the right to a perpetually 
heredItary stipend or sinecure much more PQwerful 
and lIldefeasible than it can ever be under a consti
tutional Government. An~ yet, in England, we have 
always given ample, frequently exceSSIve, corupen8a
tion on thE, abolition of sinecure offices and hrreditary 
pensions. In India we have, as yet, ofl'pred no com

pensation to. the hlghcr classes, ~he most reflecting 
and most influential of the population, for the 10s8 -of rank, power, and Ivealthl for the utter ruin and 
desolation, -in many case., whi('h the Introduction of 

our system of Governmem. brings upon them. Had 
we recognised the vested right~ of all hereditary 
siuecurists and stipendiaries to a permanent pro
vision under our rule, had we commuted their 
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I:ItIpends and charges 011 the revenue, according to 

sOme equitable scale, mto lbnded estates held by a 

well-secured tItle, we should have mtroduced all 
t; 

clement of harmony and con!;ervatism Into our Jlro-

vmces, mste-ad of degradmg and exasperatmg the 

most hopeful and advanced clMscs (t-f the natIOn, and 

convertmg them mto hcggar'> and COn"lplrat(lrS • 

The annals of one such famIly wonld form a CUYlOU,\ 

and painful social piCture. We may COllcen e an old 

Sooba, Bukshee or "Dewan c,'l,rrymg the wrecks of 

hI'> fortune to bOrne large CIty. He recelVes a pen· 

SIOn from th(' BrItish Govell.rneut, whICh cease!> at) 

hIS death, or th(' lmlf of whiCh IS contmued to hIS 

son, " as a ~peelal C(l-,f', 110t to be drawn mto a pre

cedent./' 1<'01' t,w or three gcncratlOll'; th(,lr d('. 
seendant .. clu'>tcr togethf'r and prc;,erve a I'lhanow of 

thew former pO';ItlOn 1Il gradually IIlClea'llllg poverty 

and rnseontcllt. They pa'<,> thClr lIve" III klllmg 

time; thf'y are IgnOr.lnt, (;''(tI ~n agallt, and hcentlOus; 

they art over,~ helmed WIth mortgagc!'':!, usurers, aHd 

rchglOus knaves. Thc~e may be proof~) (thcy have 

often been adduced as such) of thf' lUnate and mera-, 
dlCable basenesb ami fti.voht~and depra.Vlty of the 

Hmrloo and Mm,sulmall r!Ce'l; but perhaps other 

adcquate causes for these notorIOUS sorIal ptlenoroena 

are to be found. 'rhese people have beerl de

morahzed and pauperIzed by the total annthIlation 

of theIr former power, Influence, and ('lrcle of dutICs, 
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by the impossibility 'of action, or a business, or a 
career; by the absence of a hope, an object, or a 
purpose in life. When the crisis of ruin has arrive.d, 
whe; the tribe has increased far beyond the means 

of support, fam,ily Ilride gives way before starvation, 
and some of the sons do .enter the English service in 
f'ubo1'dinate sItuations j uut whethcr the Company's 
t>alt produces mueh modification in the feelings of' 
any of the famIly with regard to the hlessings of 
.BrItish rule, is perhaps rather dtJllbtful. 

The sepoy~, therefore, for thc last Mteen years, 
have heard loud exC'cratlOns In every place of public 
resort against the glu'-ping and greedy policy of their 
fQreign rulers j they werp tauuted with being them • 

. selves the ClUlbC of the ruin of th'e co~ntry: alter
nately flattt.rcd and reproached, they werc told that 
their bayonets Illld alone ,enabled the Company tQ 
bl(i)t out the names of the mObt }lIubtriou8 native 
monarchies, and to extinglli"h the last remains of 
Indian glory. The I'>epoys werc told that but for 
their overwl~lmillg numbers and.disciplmc the mili
tary po" er of the Mahrattas of Uwahor. would n{'ver 
have been destroyod, ~hllt tlruy had now broken the 
strength or the Sil~hs, a!td that in a short time the 
Company would not have an OPPOIl£:'ut on the conti
nent of India, that not a Nabol., or Rajah would' be 
left to be depo~d and plundered, and that then the 
.British Government wo Ild either discharge them all, 



60 LE'rTERS FROM NAQPORI!J. 

or send them across the !'lea to conquer the countries 

of Burmah, Persia, Arabia, and Russia. And the 
sepoys were reminded that, after all theIr fidelity 

and warlike exploIts, not a man from their ranks, 

not a man of theIr caste or race, was admitted to 
any exaltetlrank, wealth, or.dignity; that they were 

certainly paId regularly, but that in mallY puillts 
their little extra emoluments and allowance!; on 
R(-tive and foreign service had bcen cut down, and 

that while a few of Lhem might expect to rise by 
seniority to the rank of jemadar or subadar, "With 
about a quarter of the pay of an ensign just arrivcL' 

from England, they could ncv('r hope to attain, or 

to see any man of their race attain, to the rank and 
~ . 

authority even of the youngest Eng-lish ensign. 
They were reminded that even the miserable pensIOns 

allowed to them when "orn .out with long service 

had been reduced of late years; that the natIR'e 
prince .. gave as good pay as the ('ompany, that a 
man wa"! never dIscharged for old age from their 

serVICe, but wa., aUo,wed to draw his pay, hnu be cx
cuscd from all dnty, and that the sons of old servants 

.' were always enrolled on their father's death) even 
though too young to do _ ny actual service. t!ven 

though infants 1U arms. They were asked If, fot' 

bueh beggarly rewards as tbobe offered by the Com
pany, for such contemptuous treatment of their 
bravest and best comrades, they weI'£> for ever going 
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to aid' in the enslavement and degradation of the 
whole Vindoo race. They were told that they 
were themselves mere slaves of the Feriughees, and 

that- at last the 1<'eringhees would "estroy their caste 
and turn them into Feringhees, body and soul, so 
that they might no longer be able to make excuses 
agaiIlSt going on bOdrd flhip to fight against the 

Russians and the Burmese. With the exception of 
a few" general service" or volunteer corps, none of 
the Bengal Infantry were ell gaged to embark OIl 

board ship or to serve out of India. No Brahmin 
or Rajpoot can preserve the strict rulcs of his caste 
on board ship. 

For years had taunts and sarcasms of this descrip
tion been bandied about in every bazaar, fo,r years 
had these matters becn seriously discussed by the 
sepoys themselves. They. were left cntirely to their 
own devices, and had a publie opinion of their own, 
and aspirations, fears, jealousies, aims, and a national 
pride, totally unsuspectcd and totally uneonjectured 

by their Enplish officers, very fe,! of whom had ever 
m their lives sought acquaintance with a native, or 
met with one with .whom .they were ~ither able or 
willing to "onverl:!c on tewns of equality or familiarity. 
Year by year the general execrations increased, until 
at last their own country, tile birthplace of nearly 
half of tile Bengal sepoys, Oude, was annexed; the 
King, their chi(;'f, the representative, in thcir ey('s, 
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of all the ancient renown of their native province, 

the faithful and deyoted friend of the Eriglish Go

vernment, even he was condemned to he a mere 

pensioner, and diPartcd as a suppliant for ju~tice 

from the palace of his ancestors, while his elephants, 

his horses, even the contcnts of the state wardrobe, 
were sold by auction at Cawnpore for the beue.fjt of 

the Company's Government. 

But immec1iately ii.)Uowing this climax of an!1exa
tion, touching the .very hearths and homes of the 

sopoys, came an order of Government, directing that 
for the future all recruits for the Bengal army 
should be engag(~d to serve ill foreign parts, and tc 

embark in ships whenever it shonld he necessary. 

It was,true, thon! All India had been conquered, 
and now the sepoys were to be sent to foreign coun

tries. The order indcec1 was made to apply to re
cruits only, and lJot to sepoys already in U;e service; 

but who eoul(1 believe that they would long be 

spared? 'l'he war with Russia was just concluded; 

then came th~ l)crsian war, and the expected war 
with China. 'l'hegreased cartridges f~iJowed most 

opportunely ;- and therQ COUld,. not now he a doubt 

that the intention of Goc.crnment was' to qualify 
them all for ship-board and foreign service by 10s8 

of caste, by treaeher~ms ceremonialdefilcment. They 

were ripe for revolt, they were ready to believe any
t.hing; a few active, ambitious Mllhomedans now saw 
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the ppportumty, took care to fap the fi.ame, and to 

"prcad a hundred inspiriting rumours of a general 

rising; the emissaries of the Luc'know nobks and 

offidals did their best when the first mutimes took 

place, but I doubt If there ever was a regularly 

organ.ized conspiracy. 'fhe strllg~J 

takeQ place within a very few yea 

must ]lavc 

could not 

have been defcrrcd much luu/l;pr. '.1. bepoys were 

the first in the' field, becau,>C' thcy erc the only 

organized, cullected body of aPllled wen; beeausp 

they knew that no one would begin without them, 

and also because the last msult, and actually e,,

citing cause of the outbreak, the supposed greased 

cartru1ge, forc('u them into the field. 'fhis has 

been no pra>torian mutiny; thc 1,epoys were .led to 

f'xpect that eV£'ry natIVe chIef, and every man of the 

warlIke ("ash-<;. would Jom at thf'ir signal, and expel 

thc cold, haughty, and gr~"l,mg Buropealls for ever 

from India. And throughout India, though all were 

taken by surprise-for thc actual outbreak Wa'! not 

the result of a carefully arrangf'd and premeditated 
• • c011sptraey-thfre ha<; been an alIDo~t uUlversal sym-

pathy for the rebels, alld eVCll those IDoI'd enlightened 

natives, wtlO well kneT the hopelessness of the 

attempt, and the ruin which a local and temporary 

snccess would bring upml themselves, rejoiced at a 
abeek having at last been givt-n to the overweening 

pride and self-('omplacency of the British Govent-
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ment. In IndIa, as in all other lands, the rich, and 
prosperous are conservatives; the're are many sagaM 
('ious and far-seeing persoIlS in all classes except the 
very lowest, and there are many truly loya 'lubjects, 
espemally among the educated natIVcs of the l">rc
sidency eities; but no one whd' has observed the 
signs of the tlme'S can doubt in what directION. the 
hopes of the people at large pointed. 
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LETTER VII. 

CONFISCATION OF LANDED ESTATEf'. 

TN India we sec 1 immense and populous Empire 

8ubjeet to an alien racr, undeniably l'lr superior to 

the natives in knowledge, skill, and energy, ill 

veracity and justice. Divided and i:>cattered by the 

fatal and my"teriou<;l customs or-cask, half HlI' people 

exalted abovc and the remainder degraded below 
hope, the oeeupation8 and rank of all fixed (accord

ing to btrid prineiple) 'for life, ano. apathy and resig

nation encouraged by the spirit of their rcligion-
• 

the Hindoos for a thousand years have been the 
slaves and vietirns of a sueee"sion of conquerors. In 

many disLriet~ a state of eluonic war has only ceased 
within the memmy of mcn now livjn~, Heroic 

deeds have often gra('ed their anuals, hut uniLed 

action under the hideous tyranny of caste has 

hitherto fOl~ evpr been impm:,sil~e. It lIa!:! often 

been made a subject of reproach agaiu~t the people 

of Iudia that their civilization, if it has not retro

graded, hat ·beer. statio:Jttry for many yeari:>. Even 

granting to the full extent the justice of this re
proach It ('annot be denied that at that critical 

period when the presence of t!.~ l~nglish began to 

be felt in India, everything portended ftc approach 

F 
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of gI'eat changes. The Mogul power was d.stroyed 

in all but name, all the more important vl{'eroys ind 
become virtually independent; and tlw vast Mahratta 

armieswerefonnding Hmdoohtatesand upholding EUl

doo nationalIty in every IJart of 4;he peninsula. H olkar, 
Seindiah, the BhoIlsla, und the O~cowar, all Sudrus 
of low caste, had become powClful monarchs. The 

mass of Hilldoolsm "as moving. But it is useless 
to speculate on what rnigld have been the isslJes of' 

those revolutions, th0 elllmtieJ and divi"lOns conse~ 

quent on which contributed !;reatly to the estabb"h-
ment of BrItlsh power. '}'he"e revolutions were 
checkpd by our sup('rior influence, and our sup1'e' 

maey is a great fact. For fifty years we have been 
the ulll1011bted paramount powel' Oll tllC continent of 
India; and no prmce has darpd to fire a shot or 

take a 8t<>11 without our permission We have' 

stopped the independent development of the Himloo 

races hy taking the management of afiil.lrs mto our 

own hand", and condemning their best men to in
signifh'ance and inactivity. We have carrIed the 

system of class-government to the g"l'eateot extreme, 

retaining all the honours and, high emoluments of 

government in the hands, lt~ only of a ,class, 'but of 
foreIgners-not only of foreigners, but to a grcM ex

tent of ineffieien,t and unqualified f?reigners. 

None know hetter than the more intelligent 

nati\(-':" of' India that life, property, and persona.l 
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liberty were never so se(mre under Emperor, Nabob, 
or Rajah, as they are under the British GovernmC'nt ; 

that cruel, arbitrary, and capricious l'ulllshmcnt" art 
for1.>idden by the Jaws in force; and that fh.ed prjn

ciple and the a~sence Qf pas~ion and partiality arc 
the characteristics of British ruit'. But with all 
thiS"the higher and bf'tter elasA of nath-C's have no 
attachment to our Goverl1IDcnt. A native of birth 
and education may in SOUl{' dcgr(>e admire and 
esteem the English, but if hc· posse<:~('s an lftom of 
loanly pride and self-respect, h{' must regard with 
dislike aud indignation a system which, however 
favourable to the merchant, banker, and cultIvator, 
ignores and threat(,Tls to dt'stroy the anCIent aris
tocracy and those of the higher classes ~ho are not 
engagcd in trade, shutting out from tIH'm all hopp 

• and. prospect of r{'taining. or r('~ailling their place, 
position, and rank in socipty. 

For not only does our r,;yst('m of administration 
tend to exclude all men of birth and stutlOn, and tilrir 

childrC'n, fr!;lm any honourable PliSt, civil or military, 
undcr Government, but the policy of'. Calcutta, in
tensified within the last twonty years, and urgcd to 
excess unter Lord Dalh3usie, has evC'r been directed 
to diminish as much as possihlc the eAtcnt of land 

" held rf'nt-frep, or by t11e tenure of a vpry light or 

nominal tributc, by the old faulili('s of the country. 
Except l~ lklgal I'roper, wher(' ~Lord Cornwallis', 

E 2 ' 
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perpetual settlement was carried fully int~ e'ifect, 
and which is the most prosperous and edntcnted 
wovince in the empire, there is no such institutiot1 
as private property in land in India. Rules ahd 
preeedcnts are formed, fOlm~d on rare and tyrannical 
acts of the despotic Monarchs of Indla-rrippoo 
Sultan, the Pcishwa, and others-to extinguish 
private rights iu land or her~(htary charges on the 
revenue; but no respect IS paul to ancient C\Ultom 
"hen it appears to sewrc a famlly in the permanent 
pbssession of an esta1 c. On f'vf'ry SUCCeSI'IOn the 
8unnuds or title-deeds arc ealled for, aud the shghtest 
fia!V, or the absence of pxprcss assurance by t}'e 
granter of perpetual heredltary pO'3SeSSlOll, evcr, 
although the estate may have bf'en enjoy<,d for mor£' 
than one generatlOll, will frequently he held sufficient 

• to ju:>tIfy the confiscatIOn of the c"tatc, With tho 
grant, perhapb, of a pension for one or two lIve" of 
half the income of the estate. Imagine such a com
mission of settlement and mQ1llry set to work hy an 
ah:.oh te or a rf'puhlIean govrrnment In l~llgland or 
in J<'rance ! It is ill cvcry r<'''pect, I maintain, an 

t' 

miqllitoll8, an impolItic, a de.,tructive proceeding. 
It IS true that a native morareh was absIDute, and 
that his relations, nobles, and lugh offiCIals had no 
rpgular or lcgal mode of enforclllg theu acknow
ledged rights again~t him if he chos(' to act in an 

arhltrary and gra."pmg manner towards them; but 
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they not the less dId possess clear, undisputed, re· 
eognised, acknowledged rights on hIs protection and 
sUjport, and they were almost lllvariahly held sacred. 
We seem to think ourselves justIfied in ayailmg our· 
selves of the exceptIOnal'arhitrary power of refm,ing 
to recogmse, or of extmgUlslllng those rIghts, hut 
not to conceIve ollrsC'lves hound to their general ob. 
servance. And It mUi>t al;;o be remembered that If . 
the absolute monarch cOllfhcuted estatc'l sometImes, . . 
qe also granted estate's to other;;, and that from the-.p 
prlVlleged classes all th(' gtea.t clVlI offices and mlli. 
tary commands were tillrd. So that every featur(> 

of our rule tends to the llupoverbhment, degrada
tIOn, and exaspel ahcm of the most clcv~ed and the 
mo~t Improvable c1ahSCi> of the country, those" ho 
ought to form our conservatIve ela~.,('~) and who arc 

conscnatlve and attached· to our rule, "hm ever from 
pecuha.r CIrcumstances they ha\ c been allowed to 
eXIst undIsturbed. 
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LETTER VIII. 

R~FOltM: IN WHAT 1'1' SHOULD CONSlST, 

I SIIOULD be sorry if any imperfections of expresSion 
in my fhrmer letters should have led the reader to 

• 
suppose that I am an advocate for rapid and n,dlCal 

and sweeping change" in the government and ad
ministration of India. I obJ~ct to our general 
policy of the la~t tlurty years, especially JUrIng 
Lord Dalhou~i("s tenurc of office, lLS having bee.\ 

essentially ~adical, revolutionary, and uestructive, 
hoth in imIJerial acts of statc, and in minor fiscal 
and admmistrative measures j as having tended to 
ruin and exasperate the most rcflecting and influen
tial .classc!', and with them to dcstroy elements of 
strength, stability, and harmony, which a stroke of 
the pen in It period of transition may effacc, but 
which a century of the WIsest govcITlI1c'eut cannot 
create. 1 drprecate as destructive a policy which, 
instead of introducing alld encouraging our own ab-

'" solute security of property, t.and of its descent, has 
relldered the tenure of the proudest and most valued 
rights, possessions, and privileges, more precmout! 
than it was under the despotic but pamarchal rule 
of the native princes. I do net regard as conserva-
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tive that B)-stem whieh threatens to perpetuate the 

retention of ull officeR of (lignity and high emolum('ut 

III the humlR of a chartered and '( cC)vcnanted" gtuld 

of· fo:ooigners, and to exclude the most able and 

the btJt qualified narivcs from all posbibllity of all 

honQurable and distinguished carcC'r, from all interc::.t 

in &r empire, and all fellowship with I)ur race. But, 

although T certainly do (:unsidcr that ~ome acts of 

restitution and re~toratlOll· might he aIlpropI'iatC'ly 

a!lCl gracefully blended with· tltosC' L1 illiant l'cwar(l" 

for the fidelity and active aid of native chil'ftainM, 

which are required no leb1, for the ;,ullport of 0111' 

national honour than as an eXpl'eSl',lOn of our national 

gratitude; and although r consider that wc mllbt 
preparc to abandon the present most d~ngerous, lll

human, and insulting system of official hierarchy, 

mOllopoly, and e:xclusiol.\, yet no one can be more 

convinced than I am of the necessity of cautiot1- and 

care. "\Vhat I ()arne~tly desire to see 18 rather some 

evidence of altered disposItion, aims, and principlt'b, 

than any .,tnking aud Immpd)Ute ehangc in our 

outward }}ractiec and pohey. Let us .lose no time, 

however. We can better ttfl'ord to lay the lounda-
• tious III the plellilude.of our POVI er and triumph, 

than III a period of discontcut and agitation. Let 

us not present onc ill(,rc exalU\Jle of the neglect of 

(( that wi!>e lesson VI hich L x:pericnce teache8, that 

there is a time when to YlCld WillS t.he affectioll!>, 
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a.nother, when it only obtains the contempt of man
kind."* 

The scrupulous conservation of rights and posses
sions, the extension by commutation, by new grants, 
and, I should add, by sale, of. onr Enghsh 'ecurity 
of' landed tenure, administrative and sOOlal reform, 
and vitalization of the empire, by the gradual ailSD

eiation of di~tinguished natlves In all ~rades and 
departments of' the public service, and the gradual 
elimination and excln.non of unqualified Englit-hmen, 
should be the guiding priu\'iples of the new era. The 
absorption and decay of the old system "" ill give 

ample time for the sure (tnc} solId growth of the new. 

And when an instItution, a law, a ceremony, or an 
establisb.ment has fallf'n mto contempt and disuse, 
has become inadequate from the lapse ,of time, or has 
become corrupt, dangerous, and offensive, It is no 
true conservatIsm to endeavour, in defiance of every 

• mdication and "arnmg, to prop it up oncf' more, or 
to galvanize it into unnatural and IDlschiel'om, life. 

Thus the Indian ftegular Army has elploded in 
blood and fire, the Bengal Army has abo\ished itself 
effectually; thc Bombay and Madras Armies have 
felt the contagion, and have indeed nothing in them
selves so peculiar as should make the waming less 
significant wlth regard to them. Nothing has been 

* lwebuck's' History of thl 'Hill' Mmistry.' 
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more distinctly manifl"sted during'the late p£'riod of 
rebellion and excitement, both in the Bengal and 
Bombay corps which mutinied, and in the Madras 
regtkents that were tamperf'd with, than the utter 
helplessnees and want of influence of the European 
officets. It is painful, it is odious, to be compelled 
to write in this strain at a tIme when so many of 
these countrymen of ours have exhibIted such glorious 
devotion, when so many have suffered and perIshed 
nobly, and so many more are ao'ng good and gallant 
sprviee; but, m truth, III many mstanres, the blood. 
shed and sufi'ermg were augmented by, and those 
very acts of daring and devotion were the offspring 
and consequence of, that very want of mfluence over 
the sepoys and insight mto their true feelings, to which 
I have called attention They are indred domg good 
and gallant service, but !lot WIth theIr regIments. 
The regimental system was at fault, not the men; 

the system by which the delicate duty of commanding 
armed men of another race and colour was entrusted 
to unqualifiyd officers, without ~xperIenee, without 
interest in the work, and WIthout authorIty; the .. 
system, hl which the ignollant and carelrss cadet 
could grow" up h! mere .A)nIOrlty to he the Ignorant 
and careless commandant of a regiment or general 
'Of a divlsion; tlte system was at fault, and its faults 
have now been blazoned in ch8.i9cters of blood and 
flame, so that 1/,11 can SE'r who are not wilfully blind. 
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I r!'gret to see that threp new "extra" regimt'ntl'l 

have been raised in the Madras Presidency, and that 

all the native battalions of that army IHwe uren 1'('-
• cruited up to 1000 strong from theIr former strength 

of 700 seroys each. Ilut we will consiL.er this as a 

mere mcal>ure of immediate and temporary emer

g'ene)'. The regular sepoy regiment system must be 
doomed for ever; it is condemned by its fruits; flor 

can we afford, financially or prudentialJy, to k,'CP up 
80 lar~e a force 01 trained and formidably arIl!cd 
infantry, to (10 duties which <'ould be better {ler

formed hy an efficient pohee. VI' e should lose 'lO

thing in real mihtary s.tren1!th by reducing our sepoy 
infantry to the Iowe;,t pO'1:;;ihle number of battaholl~, 

organized o~ the rrregular plan, sufficIent to furni!>h 
relief's f(1r Pegu, Adell, Smgaport', and other fOl'(;ign 

'stations, and to fOI m a. valuable au \.iliary to the 
British infantry in India, and III any Ea<;tern calll~ 

palgn, Both for preserving thp llUhlie peace in 
Indie, ano for imperial auel external warfare, for 

which sepoy infalttry never could he r.plied on, we 

"houId fo~ter the irregular cavalry, the aIll in which 
IJ 

the British army has alway~ heen deficient. 
One ahsolute and consIhcuous 1-e~ult • of the re

bellion of 1857, is therefore the spontallf~oUs IPduc

tion of our regular sepoy army by upward!> of fifty 
battalions; and it is to he hoped that the lCf;,l>Oll to . 

• he drawn from this great fact WIll not be mussed. It 
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may be remarked 1:7/ pa8sant that by universal ad
lInSSlOn the scpoys, both on (jU" sIde, as the 31 st at 

Sangor, and against us, everywhere,. have fought 
• quite as well wIthout any European officers as thf'y 

ever did on any occaSIOn WIth them. 

Another result IS equally ObVIOU,", and mdi!'putablc 

-a great increase of our financial iliilicultlCs, a loss 

and extra e~pellse combmed ill one year which per

haps would not he much over-estimated if takpn at 
ten erores of rupee", or ten ~~hons ::,terhng, the . 
chma" of a defiewney of a millIon and a half p<'r 

annum dUfln~ five years.* I can see no rpmpdy for 

this but in a reduetlOn of the army and other esta

blIshments, WhICh Inust be III a great measure pro-
• 

spCCtlve. Although the permaneIlt proportldn of 

European troops In IndIa must ecrtalllly be some

what illcreased (not to any great extent), yet 011 the 

whole the army and other cstahh"lhments, as may 

be explained ill detaIl when reqmred, could bc ren

dered much more efficICnt at a much less expense 

tllan at prescAi.t. 

But the most important results) and the gravest 

le<Jsons a.nd warnings 8flsUlg frtm the events of 1857 • remain yet to be eonslderctl. Has such a result been 

produced as mU<Jt III some degrcl' modIfy our relative 

~tiol1, amI our general tone and bea1'lng for the 

-----------
V~dc Lord Dalhousw'l3 ilUcwcll MlDut~, par 23, p S. 
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future, with the Native States of India f What 

effect bas been produced on the publIc opimon of 

India? When all opposition has cCal>Cd, when every , 
trace of the rebellion has disappeared, will the popular 
belief in our invincible power have been strengthened 

or diminished? 
I believe that our relative position with thc Native 

States has bcC'n materially altered by the Ol'cnrrence 
and course of this rehellion, and that the native 

princes have morally and pulitically gamed a hi/?her 

and more indcpendent standlug than thcy ellJoyed 
be'forc thc ontbreal~. 1 believe it, and 1 rejowc at 

it; I b!'lim'e that this is no loss of power to us, but 

that on the eOlltrary our IJaramount impcrial power 
on the continent of' IndIa may now he eonso1id!itt>d 
and secured, openly avow(>d and dH1tinetly acku01f'. 

ledged, in a manuer tl~at has not been hitherto 
attained,-if the les!'on to be learned from the events 

of the year 1857 be' duly appreciated and carried 

ou~, Our position towanh thc Native States, partly 

from thc cssentially faulty nature of thc unlimited 
right of interference exercised. by the British residents 

in conformity with treaties, partly by really unau
thorized encroachments in the same direction, had 

become most anomalous and cmbarraElsing to both 
parties, weakening and degrading the Nlitive S~ 

reign and his mini!>ters without adding in the le~ 
to our influence or digmty. 'rhe genoral tone and 
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bearing of our intercourse with the Native States, 
and of the consultative minutes of the Supreme 

Government, especially during Lord Dalhousie's 
tenur~ of offi('e, with regard to them, appears to me 

to have peen very bad, unfair, unfriendly, offensive, 

and threatening. I rejoire therefore at the inevitable 

chang~ of their pORition and of our tone and bearing, 
and cannot regard the cilUugf' as anything but a gain 

hotll for us and for them. At the "arne time I con
sider that it involves a stl'ikil'g -contl'adic:tion and 
(x)Jlcrrmnation of IJord D,filhou:-:ic's foreign policy. 

Lord Dalhousie, writing in 1831 to the Nizam of 

IIyckrabad, on the subject of the balance of a debt 
due to our Government, rpeommends him to dismiss 

or reduce the number of his Arah troops, and reminds 

h~ that ours iR "a great Government by whose 
frientl"hip !llone" he has "so long been sustained, 

whose re'>elltmf'nt it is dang!~ous to provoke," "and 
whose power can crush" him cc at its will.""· Nnw, 
granting all this to be true, where was the nceessitY1 
of this vulgar blus;tcring in time of profound peace, ,. . 
ana on a matter of finance? Cuuld it he supposed 

that the Nizam was ignorant. or forgetful of the 
enormous po~r of the Brifi';h Government? Surely 

such language might have been reserved until the 

~~am had taken some llllfricndly or treacherous ---
.. Papers relative tv krritor)' cedeu by the Nizam, p. 42. Ifl54. 
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course, which no member of his famI'y Ihas done 
during the last sixty years. In such a case, wLat 
terms more galling, what threat mOlC unequivocal, 
could be nscd toward" him? But these llllltates
manlike and unseC'mly phra"es, though I douht not 
sIncerely C'mployed by Lord Dalhousie, were not 
even rCR-,onahle or true. Able at aU timC's te com
mand the rf'sonrces of that State, to control its acts, 
and to dictate its policy, it i::. not true that "'e could 
have "crushed it' at our WIll," at lea"t not with 
safety or im}mmty. Thele .al'e many Indian stittes
men who would have told Lord Dalhousie (probably 
halJe told llim) that tllC eXIIltence of thc Hyderaoad 
State is a most valuable guarantee of the peace of 
Southern and Western India. All the most exp,'
riPlleed officers of the Hydcrahad Contingent, long 
before any extenSIve disaffection in our N ativC' Army 
was dreaded, wC'r(' VlcIl t\\are that their men could 
not bc rC'ii('d on to fight cheerfully against the Nizam 

lIhimsclf. One distingui:-hed officer, the lamented 
Brigadier Wi1lia¥1 Mayne, whose opini9ns on military 
affairs wer,e not despu\pd by IJord Dalhousie, used to 
say that an open war-between the Company and the 
Nizam would be quite as difficult and tloody a busi
ness as the PunJab campaign of 1819 W:>8. But 

could Lord DalhoU'<le have cl'ushcd the Nizam at 
Jus WIll III 1817'~ Or if he had ('rushed him at his 
will in 185-1., 1855, or 1856, what would have been 
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the state of thr Deccan during the rebellion of 

1857 ? 
1 a1low that hlrd DalhousIe was ju!'.tified in en

f?reiag, was bound in duty'to enforce, hy all legiti

mate mcans, ·the payment of the debt due' by the 

lIyderahad State; I know that in hl'! mmute of the 

27th May, 1851, which immedJatcly precC'des in thc 
Blue Book the letter from v,hieh I haw just quoted, 

he exprm,,,ly disavows all intentlon or wish to inter
fere in the Nlzam's :tff:llrs, or forxably to .... sHlme the 
adn~imstratlOn of hi" dommiom, ·RS had been recom

mended by the ltcsidcnt, General .Fra'lcr; and yet 
the sole object of this threatening letter, and of the' 

ncgotiatIOns which followed It, 'tas to obtain from 

the Nizam the cession in full bovereignt)l of nearly 

one-third of his territory; aud the resnlt was that 
the debiH'd di:-triet'! were assign cd and transferred to 
our management for the S~ppOlt of thc Hyderabad 
Contingent, and the payment of the mterCf>t of (Jur 

debt. Here is an apparent inconsistency betwecn 
professioJ.l!:\ and practice. But those transactIOns are 

• • not at present undcr dlscm,sion; it is bolely against 

thiS overbearing t,olle, and agfl,inst this l~nguage, so 

irritating alill so alarminfJ to a friendly power, that 
I protest. 

But this seems to be one of Lord Dalhousie's 
.vourite formulas; he appears to have considered 

ttl. apphcation io Ollr mm.t faithful allies peculiarly 
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appropriate and impresRive. \Ve meet with these 

very words, embellished by a little had grammar, in 

the seventh paragraph of his farewell minute rc"jewing 

his eight years' administration, apphed to thff pre

sent Rajah Hunbeer Sing of Cashmere, SOl1 of 

Ghoolab Sing, "\\ho was theu ]'1 a declininr~ state of 

health' "And when. as must ;,oon he, the Maharajah 

shall pass a"\\ay, his son, Mccan Rltubeer Sing, will 

have enough to do to mamtain his ground &galllbt 

rivals of his own bl,)dJ, wIthout giving any eaUf>e of 

offence to a powerf'th neighbour which he wen knows 

can crush him at his will." 

In July, 18G7, Rajah GhoDlab Smg dul pass aWll,r, 

and Hunheer Sing-, in~tead of na"ting his resources 

in fightmf, any rivals, managed somehow or otlwr to 

advance fifty lakhs of rupee" (500,0001.) to Sir .Tohn 

Lawrence, and to send 3500 of hi.. 0\\ n troops to 
assist in the' sle'ge of Delhi. 

At IIyderabad .also, in the same critical period, 

the ~sual agitation and disorder of a bueeession 

occurn·d-Nasirood-dowlah, the lat(' Nizam, having 

died in July, 1857-yet the firmnesb of thc present 

young Prmee restramed the wl.Lrlikp and turbulent 

population of his domini{ilnb, and facilitated every 

movement of the Madras Army; while more than 

one-half of that Hyderahad Contingent, "\\ Lieh Lord 

Dalhousie eOlliliderately and politely lllformed th/rl 

Nizam';, father, in the letter alreaily quotod, was 
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"the main support on which depended the sta

bility of his throne," wa", pushed forward beyond 

the Nizam's frontiers into our own provinces, to 

uph~Id the stability of our empire against om' 

own mutinous troops and our own rebdlious 

subjects, 

Seindiah, HoIkar, the Guicowar, the Rajah of 

Rewall, and other;;, have r{'sisted all attacks and 

temptatIOUi', and the pcr'Suasions of their own rela

tions and va",o,als, and have rdnaiued faIthful to uo, ; 

tht' Hajahs of Puttiala, Jhecnd, and Blmrtpore have 

given us timely and zealous aHbistanec ill men and 

TRoney, '1'he despi<;ed dependcnt", thc useless in

eumbenh" have provC'il our be"t frien(}" in the hour 

of' neecl; ani! we mu"t he truly blind if 'H~ have 

falled to remark how formidable they would have 

been a" memiC'". They th~mselvp" cannot have 10"t 

sight of the moral advantage they l)rJYl' gailled by 

the evruts of 1857, and by the part that they ha\e 
played therein. 

We have hitherto placed ourselves in all sorts of 
• • 

anomalous and confused rclatlOlls with the Native 

State!'; we have originally trea.ted with !lomc' of 

them al> egaal and indeJendcnt power}', and have 

gradually depressed them into tributaries, and virtual 

though not acknowledged feudatorIeS. And this 

$~te of things has not brougbt with it the genial 

patriarchal ties Rll.l mutual sympath~ of lord and 

G 



82 LW1'TEltS FROM NAGPORE. 

vassal; but, on the contrary, we have taken every

thing that we could get-cessions of terntory, tribute, 

loans, contingent troops-and have giver· nothing in 

return exccpt that gencral military llrotcetion ·pro
vIded for hy treaties, and for the (,XpCll~CR of which 

WI' 1lave always (,J!.af'ted a full C'l}U1valcnt; while 

during the last tlurty years they han' seen uI'v.oatch

iug to take advantage of any c'l.cuse or pretext for 

e'{crcisiug our as&umed ri!;ht ~f general SllcceliSlOll 

alld ot'dcposition. 

Now I think tlll'l statc of ~hing<; mu<;t ceas( ; the 

rclatlOns of the paramount pOIVcr ant} of the minor 

sovcreigntir;, of India must be phwed 011 a )flore 

definite and a more C(Illltahlc ha<:i,,; and thc bon(h, 

of fc(lcral'" amity alld llll1tual obligation mu~t be 

drawn more closely. 'I'l1c ))ative princcs mUl:>t he 

taught no longrr to regard U'l with alarm and S\1,\"

pirion, as a haughty, inscrutable race, who'le lllterCl:>ts 

and ohjectH are totally incompatible with tlJcl1' own, 

and wpo, however long the cvil day may be defel'l'('d, 

are thc:r destJllC'd and determined bpOllcrs and sue-, . 
ce<;80rs; aUlI we, on our llart, must lcarn to recog-

nise the native monaruhie<; as forming an c88ential 

condition al\d a main bccnl'ity in the d~clopU1ent of 

the full power, resources, and \I ('aIth of onr Eastun 

l~mplre. 

Bnt for the mau~llratioll of our imperial btat11s 
among thi., COngc'fICb of priI,lces, and chieftains, ahd-
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nations, a name more significant and more imposing 

than that of the Honourable Company is required. 
The Queen's name would be indeed a tower of 

strc:ngth in India. For loyalty, and wonder, and 
child-Uk.. confidcnce, and all the « cheap defenc(' of 

natIOns," remain available m that E'xcitable and pro
dUC+Ive stage of civilIzation through which 1».dla 

must pass to be replaeed by other, and, as WE' think, 
higher' sentIments ar,d motlve>., in a more advnnceil 

allel dehherate social state it will he ,pry long 
before any nnportant Humhrr of tho huudrpd and. 

hfty mllhons attain to that llIdepellllencc of thought 
and WIll on wInch we pndp ourselvm, in England. 

And, III the meantime, eomphcated 111te1'('sts will 

have sprung np, cJo,>er tICS WIll have lX'en for11lcd 
between the two countric'>, and wIll be Imaintained 
and "trcllgthrllcd by rvery dICtate of 11lrhuatlOll and 

rea'>on. We have not Illthcrto apprecIated the . . 
sources of power that he m the perultar phll>'p of 
f'ivihzatlOn and SOCIal hfe 111 India. ,V c havl, hlt her

to ncgle('ted to gUIde, to mould, or to cncour,lge the 
pr)htlCal .. sentimcnts of the natIvcs, which arc 

tltOrollghly monarchical and l'ullbenatlvC', hut 1mv!' 
left them to feed on thy mcmorie'l and glork'l of 

hygone days and fallen dynastIcb. It IS our fault 
that they havp coutmllcd to gaze for the centre of 

theu' national PXlhtenC'{', interest'), and honour, any

where hut towards thc BrItish SovereIgn, ~Jot~illg 
lt2 
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has tended to impress them with the grandeur of 

forming an important part of the Bntl'<h Empire. 

There never was a more favourable tIme than the 
present for inaugurating a nobler, a morc OOllSlStcwt, 

and a truly imperial policy. 
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BRITISH PRESTIGE. 

rl'H~ King of Dplhi, the suprt'me idf'a of legitimate 

bovercigllty among both Hindoos and Mahomooans, 

the I)opular de Jure Ellll",ror of India, haR been 

btrnck down iu an 0}1en and foqlil\ablc conflict wIth 

the de facto rulers of the Cowltry. IlL has leagued 

hilll~elf vith mutinoml traitors, and whether that 

l('ague and that conflict were planned, or aecide~tal, 

01' forced upon him by the rebels, they were not 

provoked by any actual breach of faith ~n o~r part 
towards the Delhi family. The house pf Timour, 

even if not literally anmhilated, has for ever lost 

that calm and lofty position of acknowledged legiti. 

maey, whose power alone, and not its right or its 

dignity, is in alwyanee. No member at the fl'lmily 

who survives, after lla~ing been dragged through the 

bloody mire of Delhi, can be an <'hject for the prIde, 

n'speet, or hope of any section of the J. ndian popu

lation. The PJlhtil'al importau('e of this ehang(', 

produced without allY aggre~sion or breach of faith 

Oil our part, must be very gn·at iu such a country' 

and amid such a people as tho'>e of India, and if 

duly appropriated and improvtlrl }fly us, may be the 

golden opportuutty o,f our empire. 
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The wonderful risc of the territorial pc,wcr and 

influence of the East India Company is a jm;t SQur(>c 

of national pride. Its progress in India w~s natural, 

defensive, and founded on no fixed design or trea

cherous com1ination; and perhaps its early and unwil

ling conquests could have been e:fI'ected so justly ,and 

so prudently by no other machinery and by no other 

motives than thobe of a trading compau), more 

anxious for solid profits than for glory. But Lhe 

abolition of its eom'mereial prh ileges, and at last of 

its commercial fUllctions, virtually extinguishcd its 

independent existence as a power iu the State. 'rhe 

Company has become a mere name. Thc authority 

and bpeeific dutirs pf the Court of Directors have 

b'een g'radl'ally"o curtailed and hampered by the 

Hoard ,Df Control, that it has sunk into ::t very cum

bl'OU'l and hot much rcrpceted Boal'd,for consultation 

<lIHl registry, whose memhers art' substantially re
mtlllcra'ted by patronage. The patronage [,0 created, 

so fostered, and so justified, has g'rown, as J have 

elldcaV<}Ufed to show, into the f,>Teat£'bt burden awl 

scourge of Iw1ia, and the greate'lt dang-er :\lld weak

lle~s to its ruINs.: The East India Company is now 

a mere obstruction, a veil (betweeu the Sovereign 

and her Indian huhjeets, between the peol)le of Grodt 

Britain and that of India. lts decay as a rnling 

powcr followed it. decay as a trading company, Its 

part had then been played out, Its possCI:!sions Ita-d· 
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8w('lled into au empire, its va.st affairs and mtel'csts 

required lmp('rial guioan.ce) th(' control not of a 

slOgJe Mmister, carried on almm,t in secret, but of 

all the halanctld forct's and all the healthy puhlicIty 

of our free constItution. 

In IndIa, the mystery WhICh formerly enveloped 

the I~ame of the Company has qUlte faded away, and 

It IS now very generally n ~.lrded a., a booy of farm("l'S 

or contractors, bt,lIJdmg between thO' lJatlO1l8 of 1 udJa 

and the Queen of England, and' It is u<'(hted With 

the l"",,ua] attl'lhutc8 of farmers and contractors. '1'1118 

mlprpf1t>1011, although essentlally fals(', 1b 171 tts terms 

'>0 ncar tIll' truth, and it IS bO difficult to define 'the 

(''{act natur(' and the artual cause of the contlIlul'd 

anomalous relatlOll"; of the CI'OIVll auel the; Compuny, 
th,tt ollly the hCI'lt educatcd ulHll)(''it informed natIves 

can {'VLr be bronght to 8 clca.r and corrcct Vlew of 

the ea'le. Alld (\ PlI thon thf'y are uTUvcrbally of 

opmlOll th" t tIll'> app.lr(·llt contract is really mjllrious 
to tl1P mteuv"t.., of hoth ('ouutneE', anu to the honour 

01 Englaud 'rhc tune h,V3 ollVlQ.mly oome for this 

fietlOll to (h"appcnr, "and for tl ac Impc1 tal rt'lations 

to be estabhshcd anu avowed~ 
'rherc stIli rc~ai1l8 Ol~ qUbthJU pl'Opobcd for our 

consldcratlOTl III thIS letter, \\ hlOh I thlllk may be 

answcred III a very fc" \\ or<18. What effect, we 

asked, bas been produced on the puhlic opmion of 

l1ldla '( Whell all OpposItwn lab ccabed, when every 
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trace of the rebellion has disappeared, will the popular 

belief in our invincible power have bcen strcngthem'd 

or diminished? 'rhe question is not an agreeable 

one to face; but it would be the blindest and mORt 

short-sighted policy for the IH'esent rulcrs of India to 
try to flatter thcmselves or the people of l~Ilglalld 

into a state of sclf-satisfied security by a hasty' and 
'superficial reply. We may at least be cenain that 

we have lost nothing in reputation; the numerous 
successful combats uf our troops against tremendoml 
odds have taught the natives that the old stories of 
the prowess and determination of thc l~eringhces 

were no exagg('ratlOns. 'I'lIP "ltrongest and l)est 

disciplined assembJages of thc rebel~, such as thobe 
who ol'poseJ Havelocl.'b first adl'ancc towards Luck
now, and the Gwaliur mutincers near Cawnpore, have 

had thdr guns taken .from them by mu('h smaller 
numbers of Europeans, with those daring bayonet 
charge,> which convince a beaten enemy of their 

lllability and infcriorIty more than any other deSCrIp
tion of defeat. It, l\Ill be long before that convic

tIOn wears off. A long fanlliiarity with the appear
ance of British soldiers in our peaceful cantonments 
had perhaps begun to brea1 contempt; but thert' 

will bc new and fresh accounts sent abl'oad now of 
hIS 8tem though buoyant couragc, hie 11 hysical 

::.trcngth, and hib ever cheerful encrgy and devotion. 
And when the full tide of the )'ciJlforccmcnts from 
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England begins to flow through Hindostau, the 
crushing destrnction and punishment of a1\ resistance 

wIll be so rapid and so exemplary, and the demon-
" stration of force, both during the advance and the 

subsequent triumphant disposal of the troops in their 

quarters, will be so striking, that a much higher 
estunate of BritIsh resources in men and military 

power in general "Ill be formed than perhaps ever 

e:A.ihted before in the East.* 
But on tu<' other haud, it mitst bl' remembered 

that ,a great part of our prestige depended OT} thn 
popular bebef in the mdis<;oluble eohes1on of onr 

establishments, our rules" ere so elahorately defillite 
and dlstinct, our pl1ymrnt"! '>0 regular and punctual; 

there" as so lIttle scope uuder our anmimltra1l'loD for 
the t'fforts of ambitIOus intrigucrs who mIght attain 

to high office with a view to .the subversion of our 
power; all went on <;0 cdlmly, obedIently, and noise
le'>s1y, wlthout any appearance of pa'>slon vr l'aprlCC, 
formiug ~ueh a eOlJtra~t wh('[1 compared wlth the 

proerastmation, lrrrgulanty, and atbltrary commands, 
frequently dl~obey('d, ob<;ervahlc in so many of the 

• 
Native States; and the roam sJ)rings of' our power 
were worked at" ~ueh a ihstanee, and by such un
attainable personages, that all despaIred of seemg 

'if The eff~ct of OUI temfof< unents hah not been lwarly ,0 
f!lIlIdly and htrlkmgJy trmmphant as 'W"J< expcrtt'd when thh 
letter was wuttcn !II 1Jecemb~l, 1%7 
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any great cOllvulslOn or dIsturbance In our provinces 

or among our own servants. But now they-and 

here I allude chIefly to our doubtful fnends or well-
r 

known enemIeS III the NatIve States of Inlha-havc 

"cen.. at OllCt' the lowest and most liberally paid of 

our servants, our own (h:,clplmed troops, spontt.ncously 

throw oft· th01.1' .11 I eg"lallc(' und commUlce a "\\dr of 

(-.termmatlOn ag.nIl:.t u"\ TIll" IS a le.,'!oll the full 

'>lgmficancc of wInch they cannot ha~e tallecl to 
~ . 

lp,trn, aud \\ Inch they" 111 lJ('v('r forget 

'l'lIC rcbel,", the (h~dff('('t\'d, aud the amllltIGUS 

lIa, cabo leafllcd t" 0 otller lest.ons, they have IC:llncd 

that bw mU"lllH." \ cry common]), mdeed u1JJven,aIly 

cnrrent III ndld, are III a glCat mea",ure true l~lr<,t, 

tho1t tTIc en,)} mou.., 1lllTnbo of the \~arhl.,(' mhabltants 

cou'>tltute ,t \a&t dud 0\ U \I hdmmg power, whlch, 

wue they but UTldIllmOUb and true to thcm"plvcs, 
1I0t e\( 11 all our milItary "'ucnf'{' and lCSOU;ccs, and 

.111 the brave lY 01 OUI' EUlOPlctIl trOOp"', could <,uhdue 

'1 he "('cond 1"1, th.lt Bl1g1.md 18 I.Lr away, ,tIld th.lt we 

I('Q1llI'C m,my mOlJih", m ordcl' to procure rcmfmcc

llllnt~ from them c 

It 1'1 a provel h 111 loella, that If ('very mall were 

to thro\\ a "tonc, the EnghSlI rulers VloulJ be hurlC'd 

IWlll 'lth tIl(' showC'r And they ha, e scen the rebels, 

by "heer .dlllt of supeflor numhcrs, f01 fuur Ill?nths 

hold Dt Ull a~alI1l:lt all the force., that our Govern

,HUll \ 0111<1 '0)]( d 'L~.Ull<,t the lIJ 'l'lll Y know that 
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day by day they sallied forth to 'harass and annoy 

the besiegers, and that though the quality, and spirit, 

and Jaeties of th(' troops of Govel'1lment were in

comparably bctter than those of thc rebels, still their 

numbers enabled the latter to hold the city for four 

months, and after the assault to defend successive 

positions uutil they were enabled to withdraw leisurely 

with a large quantity or blurcs and plunder. They 

know that the defenders of Drlhi ,dId not meet with 

the support and co-operation from .... outslde that they 

llad a t'ight to expect; they know that if, for instance, 

th(~ teQ or twelve battalions, with cavalry and guns, 

who mutinied III tIl(' Gwalior tern tory , had promptly 

come into the fielel, iT)stcad of allo'Wlllg themselves to 

be kept idle by the Maharajah Scindiah,'; ana' had 

attacked the I )cllu besieging force III tIle rear, the 

!:liege must have been rai:'l'd at the least, CWll If by 

this combination the enIU1,iete de.,tructlOll of the 

army of Govermnrnt llud not lwcn cfl'cctcct IJi't it 

be obscrvrd. that I do not uU'>W(,l' for tll(' ab<;olute 

sOllndness of thcse calcutttiolls and HUPP()~ltion&; 

but many calculations of this '-,Ul t )lave J)ccn made, 

and they I1rc vcry,far from being absurd or ridiculous. 
They know that by the mere pre,,;;,ure of over

whelming numhers Havelock's victorious little hand 

was compelled to retire' from the Oude territory 

without effecting the relief of L1lC1.1I0W; that again 

a stIll larger vI('toJ'ions iOlCC tillite!' Outram aud 
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HaYdock was, by a similar pressure of ho':!tile num

bers, prevented from relieving the garrif-on, and was 

in fact compelled to seek protection. within the ,l'ame 

walls, 1'10 long defended by the gallant handful of 

~lOldiers tlleY came to save from a fate that eouid not 

have been much longer delayeq. And finally,. they 

know that Sir Colin Campbell, when the rehenion 

had lasted for C'ight months, with a fotill larger force 

and a superb trai~ of heavy guns, after signally and 

repeatedly defeating the rebels and rebeuing the 

British garrison, was compelled, by sheer prebS,lI'e 

of, overwhelming numbers, t,) evacuate the city of 

Lucknow, and to withdraw the greater part of hi .. 

troops from the Oude territory, leaving only a gar. 

l'isOlilll 191e Alumbagh to form a hal'lis for his future 

operatIOns when reinforced. 

And it must not be imagined that the rebrIs have 

uo exploits or successes to boast of, to remember, 

and to record. Like all beatru forees, and especially 

like an ignorant alld lwlf .. civilized pepple aft or a 

defeat, tlwy will Roe\ or overrate their own numerical 

~trength OIL particlllar o('casions of battle, and will 
always magnify our:,,; tind, ill short,.ulways erldeavour 

to save their own credit aub fame.. AmI their partial 

buecrsscs will be swelled by report, and rumour. and 

frequent narration, into glorious vietorie3. They 

\1 ill not, in ' .. hort, have a worse opinion of thc~r 

national prOWeb"l after the ee~bati\m of all resi::;tanc(' 
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than they had before the mutinies commenced. In 
all probability they and. the pcople at large will have 
a mnch higher opimon of their capahilities than they 
eovcr.nad before. rrhe very fact of their having dared 
to oppose, and for a year* to combat against, the 
great English Company Bahadoor, will hI." a new and 
memQrable possibility that' few would have dreamed 
of twenty years ago. 

On the whole, I must arrive at the conclusion 
that we shall have gained nothillfi in prestige, even 
if we have not lost, at the termination of this tre-. 
mendous crisis; and 1 must repeat once n.ore, that 
we lllflst not think of garrisoning Imlia, but ·of 
governing her. A continent held again'>t its un
willing and awakened inhabitants by thq. pq.w;ical 
force of foreign soldicrl>, even if the notionf were not 
indeed the bloodiest of chimeras, conld never be 
anything but a sonrce of \l'eakness and expense to 
the dominant nation. In England we call1ot afford 
to recruit, in India we cannot aflord to pay, a much 

larger force of English soldiers than that w1nch wns 
in India when the mutinies comm~need. 

'*' Nparly two yearb now. 


