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LETTER X. 

OOVl;RNMENT EMPLOYJIIENT OF NATIVES: flOCIA1, 

UEI'lULTS. 

A MAltVEI,L01]S and unprcccdented l'ocial pr')blllnt has 
presf'uted itsdf in India for our solution, ami for 
the instruction of the world. We see a docile and 
intelligent p('ople in, a very backward ~,tatt) of ei'tih-, 
zation, forced on the road tlf lJllLterial amI moral pro-

gress hy the forcmost natio'l of J~llrope-the luml­
ea<'Ucd fruits of the innumeraUc travailings a'ld 
martyrdom;:, of the l'n ucatOl hrought frcely to th ~ 
pnpits home in maturity and perfectIOll: the print­
lllg-prcssj the steam-engme, l'R,il\\ ays, gU::I-lighbug 
and the electric telcl,'Tllilh, equality before the law, 

frecdoIll' of exchange, liberty of speech and Jlublica­
tion; wc have brought them to India j let us not 

ret use her the means of comprehcnding, appreciating, 
and enjoying these hles8ing::l. IJct us not hcgrudgl' 
the gIft; let us' not misunderstancl or slight HIE' 

true community of interests betwcen the giver and 
receiver. Let m be well a!:.sureu thut our interests 
and those of the dependcnt nation are illseparable; 
that if we rob them of the wealth, power', or infiu(,llcC 

to which they have a just claim, we shan SOOller or 
Jater rob onrselvcl:' of all :power and influence what-



ever; that if we do not trust them, we may expect 

them evel'y~ay to become less trustworthy; we may 

degrade them, we may break their spirit, and destroy 

thei,.. self. reliance, but we shall end by making them 

our bitter, intolerant, -ancI brutal enemies, and not 

our humble friends. 

IIi it llOt quite dear that the interest of the British 

nation in the aIlnual provision made for some hUll­

dreds of young g~Iltkrl1l'n, and the fortunes and 

p~llsioI1s ucquire~ by some i'?n~" of"rctiroed servants 
of ~he Company, 1>; of very citumsenllcd nnpOl'taIlcc, 
and of infinitcsimal value, when compared with it,; 

interest in the dcvelopment of the resources of a 'ast 

empire, and of the tastes and rlei!ires of an immense 

and intelligent population'~ India must 110 Ion!!er 
~" <ifill;" 'J 

be regarded as a field for patronage, but. a~ a field for 

spreading our commerce, laws, science, and all that 

we have of good to give; as an inexhaustibl , field of 

producing and J'lurchl1t;ing power, from wI lOse gifts 

and wants our industry by land and sea may for ages 

reap a liberal and ever-increasing harvest. 

India at present takes ahout ni'he million pounds' 

worth of exports from England, of whieh about six 

millions are '~oarse eott~l ~OOd8. The causes of 
this small consumption (about a l:ihilling a head for 

the population to which we have access by the 
ports of India) are manifold, 'l'lIc roads and other 

communications with the intcl'!l)f a1'C bad and few-
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deprcMing both production and consumption, The 
gref,t mass of the people undouhtedly a~c v~ POOl', 

hut there are other and more fundamental reasons. 

Although the Enghsh have pohtICally changed> the 

face of the country; durmg the last century, they 

have had so little sociAl mterl)ourse WIth allY class 

of the pcoIM that very lIttle ('trect has b~ello pro. 

duccd on theIr customs or haults of lIfe, and, e},.cept 

at the three PresIdency towns, III their prlllClples of 

trade or economy ~\Untli the year 1857 the Brlttsh 

Government mIght boa"t. of' havmg for nearly forty 

years preserved thf' entIre pel'Illsula of IndIa III 

prutee and secunty, and yet coufid('uce 111 our in­

violable respcct for property, and wSIght into OUi' 

comru.erci~l operatIOns and cOmbl11atlOns have been 

so seantily cl>tended, thdt beyond the Pre'>l(lency 

limits very few natIVes ever avaIl themselvcs of 

Iuvestments either in tHe Government funrli or in 

Joint.stock eompames; very few, mdeed, comprehend 

the nature of suefr mvestments. An immeube amount . ' 
of capital is bUl'led and hoardcd, and an ll1calculable 

quantity of gold and SlIver converted mto Jewels­

partly as co'nvemently ,dlf.posable and portable pro­

perty, and partly as almo!:lt the sole lfutenon of the 

dlgmty and respectability of a famIly, and as almost 

the sole !esthetic taste whICh the nat1\r8 seew tQ 

rccogl1lse alld ehcl'lsh. Doubtlcss> the hIgh 1'ate of 

llltcrc!>t rcsults III a grcat measure from the hoarding 



GOVERNMENT l!lMPiOYMENT OI<' NATIVES. 97 

of money 811d constant demar>d for'jewek And the , 
standard fJf household comfort IS very low, even 
among the middle and higher clas'les. 

It is utterly impossible to estimate th" heneficial 
effect in stimulating industrial activity and in de­

veloping the national wealth that would be produced 

by dtended education, arising from thc pro"laimcd 

and accomplished eligibility and admisRion of' edu­

cated and well-qualified natlveb to honourable anel 

important offices, and from thei~"mort' illtimat<' alld 
frimully relatlOns with the English. A greaL demand 

for the produce of every specie,; of European in-
I • 

dUl"try would follow the introduction of higher tastes, 
ntW dpsir('s, and a new standard of comfort, which 

could not fail to be tht' result of intercours .. betWeen 

the two races. '1'hcre is now to he set,:n ahlOlIg the 
uncducated rich a vcry g~neral desire to POS8CSS 

articles at Europr::m manufacture, which manifcRts 
itself at present in ratlJer a barbarou.;; 'llld ostenta­

tiolls manner. What is wanted is a mOl'C' regulatetl 

ana reasonable taste and fashion. and this would 
be the natural growth of greater hnowle~ge, and of 

association in .the pun,uit'! of husines'!, duty, and 
amusement, with a race of more elegant and eulti-• 
vatcd habits of liti..... A flood of li~ht ~ould be 
poured on the inhabitant~ of India from the mature 

and accumulated experience of 12urope.¥ From poli­
'twal economy, and from the merl.- histori('al state. 

H 
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mpl1t and explanation of thc progress of England, 
I 

they would learn that it i~ bpttcr to invest money 

profitably th,. to hoard it. They wo lId lcarn a 

thou..,alll1 ~odes of cmploYlug thC'll' capital; thcy 

",(mId (hRCOVer ~"l many contrivanee'l for increasing 
hoth their comforts and their 'lcalth. ]'rom the 

IllghC'r cla"'''e-. downwards woulJ flow the stH'am of 

pl'o'!perity; industrial acti\lty would be stimulated, 

r.nd the lahouring classc'l feel ncw want'! and hopc") 

arIsing contempormAou,>ly wltn thc powpr of grati­

fying them. For enlarged d('sires and a 111~her 

standard of comfort wIll not long be confined to a 
t 

particular class, hut" ill c'{tcnd thC'ir hounds in al 
dircctIons. The CXpCrll'nC'e of nation'! eonfmns the 

truth of ~li;.. Let us lose no tuue III opening the 
door for the .admittancp of qual1fied persons from 

among tIns intelligent, docile, and labOrIOUS people 

to a share and an actIve interest 1Il the government 

of then own country. Thus alone can human re­

latIOnE be re-establIshed bet" cen the two race'!; thus 

alone can a deadly blow bc struck at Hmdoo super­

stition and Hindoo stagnation . ... 
For there could be no such deadly blow to the 

'" Indescribably obstructive (dud demoralizing Hindoo , 
institutions as the gradual growth of a body gf men 

of all castes, elevated simply by their educational 

arquirementfl and moral ehararLers to positions of 

profit and dignity and to t1le privilege of familiar. 
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and friendly assoeiation with the English. The 
ignorant and undistinguished men of b;g-h caste 

could not long maintain their position in gelleral 
estimation in the presence of their tried alld proved 
superiors. Nor would the influence!' hrought to 

bear upon the latter he of less weight and con· 

seqdence. Intercourse with the English, and the 

freemasonry of English knowlPflgc among themselves, 

would destroy tIle charm and value of caste dibtinc­
tlOns; first one prejudice wotfld be laId at'idc, tb£'u 

smpe other concession would be made, whilo the 
conversation, &ociety, and customs of their natura] 
compani.on'> would become di",tastcful and ofte; re­

volting. Famlly di\i-.ions, SOCIal martyrdorns-thosp 

hitter cures, those painful antidotes-wollld ..becoID£' 
more common. AJld then the misbionhries, hath 

professional Blld voluntary, would be able to work 

with some &UCCCSS among elasse" to whom hitherto 
thf'y have had little opportumty of access. 

Can anyone seriously suppos£' that a class of high 
native functlOnaries would not bc loyal and attached . 
to the Brltish rulc, that their admission would 1I0t 

• introduce a conservative element mto our empIre, 

and a progre'ssive and ~rosclytizmg element into 
IndiaJ;!. society? Which is likely to be the greatest 
chcck and stumblIng-block in the way of Hindooism 

-a sprinkling of un conciliatory hOld unsyropathizing 

Europeans, or a thick rlanting of educated native~~ 
jI 2 
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who, while understanding, and respecting, and sym­

pathizing with their countrymen, would show' them 

by their lIfe and actions that they ('ould no longer 
join in their idolatrous ceremonics and superstitIOns, 

or bow to the sCll'leless tyranllles of C<t:,tc? Whether 

originally of high caste or low, th" powerfullllfiuence 
of sl1ch men would soon make Itself felt. 

'1'he Pro~estallt miSSlOnancs have done more to 

Ilropagate Englu;h knowledge, manners, aud morals 
among the natIVe'S .. han the' Govemmcnt haJ;, done, 

and more than a Government C.111 or ought to. at­
tcmpt to do. 'fhey allow no caste prejudices to lIe 

displaYf'd in theIr bchools. 'Iheyopenly and frankly 

avow their intentlOll of dcstroying as far as they mIl, 

by th\~ .. e:WlhitlOn and lIlculcatiou of what theX be­
heve to btl' truth, all confidence in HindoOlsm. Un. 

like the great majorIty of English officials, especially 
the juniors, both civil and lllilitary, whose repulsive 
demeanour only enhances the value of castl' distinc­
tions, they mingle WIth the natlvf'S on terms of 

friendship and falJ"uliarity; no haughty pretensions 
and parade of' buperiority deter and forbId inter. 
eourl'le. Th'eir motlver and objects arc fully pro­

claimed; they practlbe n~ eoneeahn~nt J yet they 
are seldom dIstrusted or iilslikpd, because it j<;l very 

gf'nerally known that thev ha\'c no cOllnexion with 

the GOVl'rnment. Belongmg myself to no recog. 
Ulsecl rdigioub !,pct, I have but httl£, liking for the 
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I'IpC'Cial theologICal method and objects of the ruis~ 

sIOllaries, with the exception of their hcalthily nega­

tivc find dcstructive' operations again$1; idolatry, and 

against the malignant and impurc superstitions of 
the country. Nor have' I any exnlted notio11 of the 

progress they have made III tl](' eOllvl'rsioll or ell­

lightenment of India: tlleir llumbers at'f' very sman 

when compared with the' ("'\tent of this immense 

continent, and there are among tlWl!1 (though the 

samt' might ue said of almo<;t hny class of meu) but 

fpw men of brilliant quahfieatioll'l or of cOlnmandmg 

ahilities. Only ill 011e' di~triet, that of Tinnevelly in 

the e'(trenll: ~outh of the' Ma(ha~ Presidenf'Y, "here 

1 believe there' are abuut fifty thousand baptIz('!l pel"­

:-.ous, haH> they Ita!l any llJarkl'rI t-\uecel:> .. ~iu, 'Prol:>('­
Jytism, But undoubtedly the misl:>iollal"ie~ haV(' dOlIC 

something to\~a~ll~ diffnsing those l:>cntimenb of self­

relian('e, <;elf-re,,}H·et, charity, and vcrallty 'l\hich will 

he found aa more or le,,"8 powerful infiucncc!' wherever 

l~ng1ish freedom and .Europcan science pre'l'ail. And 

tht'ir labour~ havc done 5.omething to raise the 
I 

character of thc English nation for slllcerity, faith, 

and benevolencc, 
.J 

English knowledge, tastes, and habits, these are 

what are wanted to shakc thc g.gantic f>tructure of 

Hindoo mperstition; and Ollce Vlcll shaken, it will 

never recover itRf'lf. Neither the gross and naken 

idolatry, llor the revi, ed transcendental Vedantism 
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can long endure a close attack on a field enlightened 

by European science. Place before the nati~es of 

India the hope of an honourable career, and in n 

few years they will be paying for their oW'U mis­

sionaries. For already there is a strong predilection 

for English knowledge, a strong desire to trace the 

sources of that apparently stupendous and still grow­

ing intelligence, which tOlVers ahov£; and sprcad8 

around them in innumerable forms. Let them but 

h..110W that the studYeOf Enghsh opens the road to 

honourable and high emploYI'lent, and any standard 

of erudition might be df'manded by the Government, 

and ~oulll be attained by the aspirants tor the public 

~erviee. 

Fol" tbe..,llatIvcs do not want the capaC'ity, nor are 

they withot.t the necessary facilitic~ for learning. 

If the Government were ~o Insist on good Englil:!h 

bcholarship, familIanty with the various branches of 

a modem general educatIOn, and with special sub­

ject« adapted tQ each particular service, as the con­

(htions of emploympnt, wIth a more hheral pay and 

hetter prospects of promotion, there IS no reason to 
doubt that th~ bummonsewould he respq,nded to with 

marvellous activity. Ther~ arc numerous families 

who possess the means of securing the very best 

lUstruction for their chililren; there are many more 

people capable of educatmg scattered about thc coun­

try than would IX' Imagined; and the supply and 
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quality of thE' teachers and of the subjc£ts taught in 
the schools (those of the missionarles included) would .. 
b(' increased and improved accurding to the demand. 
The only educational instItutions to be supported by 
the State ~ould he, as at present, high schools and 
universitles; principally for examining and grauting 
degfees and dilliomas, without whICh no candidate 
8hou14 be admltted tv any of the higher depart. 
ments of the puhlic scrvice, .wd, ll'epeat, the pcople 
of India would soon be payint. for thcir 0" n mis­
sionaries. * . 

• WIleu the Smlalb of the Decc,trI, thl' de~cendants of t1tc 
nobles and mihi.lry feudatories of tho Jlhhr,ltta Empm', aShem­
blott two or thrpo yflar~ ago to ple~ellt d vllJedlCtory ,lddress to 
Mr. Le Geyt, at Bomba)', tlH'Y TIl,lde chOlct' of a nativt' mIs­
sionary, a COllvelLt'd Hrahmm; the well·1.nown N.-*a:run She­
shadri, to bo theIr spokesman. 
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LETTER XI. 

QUALIFICATION OF NATIVES FOR THE PUBL1C 

~ERVICE. 

I WANT 110 swreping changes; I have no wish to see 

a native, however distingui3hed, thrust with ostenta­

tious liberality into fhe Supreme or the Legislative 

Council, or seated on the bench of the Sudd,er 

Adawlut. '1'here are mallY more modest situations 

than these, especially ill the judicial dcpartmcnt, for 

whi.ch natives IDlght easily be found, who arc much 

bettcr qua~ified, III ewry respect, than ninety-nine 

out of a hundred of thof>t, "covellanted" CiVll ser­

vants, who alone and all of whom are at present 

eligible, and all of whom llre supposed, by virtue of' 

their "covenants," to be qualIfied for all ;ppoint­

ments, fiscal, judicial, and (hplomatic. I do not 

wish to see any unquahfied person, English or native, 

placed in any office, or any qualified person prema­

tllrely diseardbd; but I ,do wish that the doors shall 

be opened to merit, and th?t the repealfedly enacted 

provision that no person is to be ineligible to IUlY 

appointment on account of car"te, creep, or c~ur, 

r"hall cease to he a mcrc clap-trap. formula. and be­

come a living verity. 
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I don't want to see any "grand comprehensive" 
scheme for general educat.ion. Gov,crnment schools 

)md stipendiary instruction attract the wrong sort 
of peo}lle, and eultivate an objectionable breed of 

priggish upstarts. Do not let us have an unnatural 

system of forcing, but try to encourage a natural 
groWth. Everyone complains that the "Young 
Bengal" class is supetficial in its acquirement!!, 

flippant and presuming in marnlcrs and conversation. 
There mny be somc injustice in-4;he genpral censure, 

8m} t11ol'e are undoubtcdly numerous stl'ikmg and 

con~picuous exceptions; but I suspect there is eo~­
siderable truth in it; and I attribute these apparently 
objectionable resultR of Enghsh education, partly to 

the antagonistic feelings and deportment r:attst!d by 
the almost universally haughty and supercilious man­

uel' of OlJr countrymen towards natives, but in a 

much greater degree to th~ fa('t that English educa­
tion has hitherto affected the wrong classes. '1'11ere 

1S no inducemen~ held out to persons of recognised 

rank and wealth to give their ehild.en a good English 
education. 'Such persons will not allow their sons • 
to oommcnee life in a positiol'l little, if at all, raised 
above that of-a menial ~rvant, with but few pros­

pects of rising, after many years of' humble and 

laborions service, to the rank of a native Juclge on 

very insufficient pay-the highnst prize attairi~hle­
and with n~ prospect of ever rismg to the level in 



106 LETTERS ~'ROM NAGPORE. 

rank or authority of the youngest covenanted civilian 
in the service, Could we induce men of rank' by an 
equitable and reasonable admission of quali&d natives 
to educate their sons for the higher branc\es of the 
public service, we should obtain a class of young 
men of dignified manners, with considerable self~ 

respect, and with a position in socicty which would 

be some guarantee for their integrity and inde­
pendence, Such young men would not be inflated 
by their novel acquil'Q~lCnts, they would not be drawn 
out of their natural elemcnt, but would have a rec1g­
nised right to assooiate with English gentlemen, 
without reference to that education whieh wouM 
render them more congenial and more equal as 
compaIf~~!ls. To the low-born Bahao an English 
education,'picked up at a Government or a Mission­
ary school, may be his. sole distinction and his 
&ole stock in trade. He is liable to be unduly 
puffed-up, and unduly anxious to turn his acquire­
mentE to profitable account. To the young man of 
rank, his English ~fiducation IS merely an honourable 
and useful a~complishment and meaus of influcnee. 

It must not be sUPlmscd that I lal auy peculiar 
stress upon this point, mu& less that I would ex­
clude any person from employment, or from l!Orn­

petitiou for employmcnt, on account of his e9lSte or 
conncxions, in India any more than I would in 
England; but J beheve that those who cau qualIfy 
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themselves without extraneous aid will in general 
he found to be ,better qualified, both morally and 
illtellectua{t" than those who have been raised above 
their ordinary sphere by charity schooling, pllbhc or 
private, by Government scholarships, or other arti­

ficial machmery. Men of decided gemns, and even 
of extraordinary talent, may be lcft to work their 
way upwards; at least the Government has no special 
faculty for drawing them from their obscurity iu 
their early youth. 

It is obvious that my firm opinion of the ~xpc­
dlency and duty of requiring a high degree of pro. 
iiciency m Enghsh learning is tota1ly incompatible 
with the advocacy of any mcasure for the imrnechatc 
or speedy admisRion of any large number of-natlYes 
to a hIghcr sphere of action. The grcatcsOt caution 
woulU he npcessary at firf>t. The work of a genera­
tlOn cannot be done m a 'single year or lustrum, 
but sure foundations ca,nuot be laid too soon. 
'1'he gradual prdcc':!s of absorption and decay of 
the old system would allow time fOl the selec~ion of 
materials and the solid construcllOn of th{; new .. 

Eft?I with ~eir present intperfect education and 
madequate income, many ~atlVcs have shown them­
selves to be able, acute,. Ald upright in the perfor­
mance of the duty of judfe. Thi" is the depa.'ttment 
of all othel'8 in which English 'lfhcials are found to 
tle the least competent; and for obvious rf'RSOll." 
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they must, cretet'is paribus-that is, eVQJL if equally 

wdl trained aIH] nractised in legal afiuirs with the 
A • 

native judges-continue to be inferior to the latter 
in the power of' deciding with facility on the trust. 
worthiues"l of eVIdencc gil cn in thf' VPl'uwu}ar lan­

guage of the cOlmtry. Thcrp are brilliant (',,"ceptions 

in favour of the European judges' but on the other 

hand there have been, and stJll are, mallY tl.agraut 

cases of incompetency alllong them. Aud I may 
confidently assert 't~at there haH never yet bt'en a 

fai.r spccimen of a first-rate native judge, educll,tcd 
a-< such an officml ought to he, placed upon the ... 
Bench. '1'here are native plcaders at Calcutta ,)f 

first.rate ability; hut 1,110 babri('s and the pObltion 

ofihcd ':'l native judges arc Hot suiliClent to tempt 
them from their lucrativc practiee am1 from mptro­

politan society. It appe:l;r8 mo!>t prohable, therefore, 
that ill this department the Government would fir~t 

find au opportumty of mal11fes~ing its future 'Policy, 

by pl'omoting a dc-serving nati.ve to a high and 

-honourable lJOsiti?n. And !>urely the most :.-Iafe and 
most ,noble ",gift from tllP ruler to the .:mbject, the 
most certain pledge of eontiuellc{' on ~e one hand, 

Cl 

and the strongest tic of t.llegiancc on the other, is 
the privih>gc of havmg indllpendent and native-born 
judges. And the8e respectable and eruditf, men 

would be the first to come closely and intimately 

in contact '\vith Englislnncll, nud thus initiate that. 
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human fello~~hip hetween the races without which 

our mi$sion to the Eaqt .... 111 for ever remain barren 

and dark. If we are not there I:I.S instructors, why 
are we in India at all ? 

It may be said that I have throughout exaggerated 

the importance of this questIOn; that facilIties of 

offici\l advancement can litt1C' affect the bulk of It 

people uuder any Gov<'lwnent, and least of-all "uder 

a mild aud just Government. Rut in the first place 

I distinctly deny that our e\Vi} a~lllli>tration, parrIed 

OJ) .as it is in a great degree by mexpcrlcneL"'<1 young 

Englishmen, is anything hhe as just or M efficlCnt 
~s it ought to be, anti as It would be if well-qualifier' 

natives were Judil'iously associated in it; and in the 

second place I maintaiu that, through the, Vtil' (>'{­

action by Government of a higq qualIfication ill tIle 
superior official ranks, we have the best prospect of 
extending educatIOIl, of "ctting English ideas in 
circulatIOn, and of im,tituting a community of lll­

terests and feelings between the govcrnors and the 

governed. 
• But it has often been said, and will stIll cOlltiuue 

to be urged with some app~arancc of-plausibility, 

that whpn wt view the.low standard of morality 

among the native .. , and especially alllong thos(> in 

Government employ, it i~ abi>un1 and paradoxical 

to propo~e to cntrust more pOWH and authority to 
those who so gl'ossly abu:-e that· i"hich they alrean;v 
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possess. In fact, that the natives are not fit for any 
high employment, but that when they prove them­
selves to be 80, by the acquisition of knowledge and 
the manifestation of a higher sense of honour and 
public c}uty, they may be employed. S )mc people 
will go so far a" to say that they cannot hl)pe or 
<'xpect that the natives of India will ever be 1'1t to 
take a share ill the gOlCrnmcut of tl,cil' (mu country 
until they have been converted to the Christian re­
ligion. It appear.\. c1,) me that this question may ue 
very completely and very conC'isply answered ;tnd 
disposcd of in its theological, it" ethnolof,riaal, and 
its historical aspect. At present I WIll only Ul'g~ 

that it is really difficult to beheve that any OIl(' call 
seriou!\lv hope or e'. peet education to spread among a 
peo.pie, wilen the ll1C!st able and the mo"t cnlIghtened 
cannot obtain a reward, in either wealth, position, or 
influence, for all their laBour anrl acquirements: Nor 
IS it reasonable to expect honour and loyalty to 
spring up and flourish as tllf' rrturn for neglect, con. 
tempt, and humiliation. Hopeless eJ..clusion and 
proscription will (not produce a reformation, but 
something very differe\1t. 

Much as the feelings ofOthe higher tIass of n'ativcs 
have been embittered against us, the English {'ha­
racter is regarded with decided admiration and 
reverence. Very many of' them are doubtful, many 
of thrm are fully ·con8ciou" of mueh that is un-
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reasonable, immoral, and degrading in their religions, 
manuets, and customs, "uch as polygamy, the fprced 
ignorance and seclm,ion of wolltcn, and the prQhibi~ 
tlon of a second marriage to widows. Th(>y yearn 
to penetrate thc mystery of English honour aud 
loyalty, the decency without restraint, and freedom 
frout that mutual j<'ulotlsy and cmmty whICh so oftcn 
distract their own fdmli3' and socIal intercourse. 
But whither are they to tutu for support .~ rrhe 
abandonment of some very viltIJ. ~ust(}m may involve 
los~ of caste; and loss of ca~te is loss of friends and 
relation!>. And none but those of lugh rank and 
fortune could hope (even if they became Christian~ 
to reCClve a friendly receptIOn from the English. 
Indf'ed, so long as the Government refuses, t,o allow 
them to rise to posltwns of respcctabikty, denie!> 
them the opportunity of' elenting themselves, how 
can the Enghsh eommnmtj accord thcm social rank? 
But undoubtpdly the grpat rca'lon atte! alJ for this 

€"trangcmcnt is, that so fcw of them are fit or con­
gemal compamons for m. Enghsh education will 
make them so. 

There IS httle reason to. fear that· clever, well­

educated nati"es in the 4:>ossession of official rank 
and good salaries will have any difficulty in finding 
their way into S\)eIety. Nor call it be doubted that 
the judgments and opmions lIf their English friends 

would f'XerCI!>( a I-fent lnfluenh, and c,ronttol over 



112 LETTERS FROM N .\.GPORE. 

theil' puhlic and private conduct. It is by inter­

course with Europeans, by familiarIty with their lite­

rature, habits of thought and ta&te, that a great 
ethical and social revolution may be commencetl. 
Let us show them, if we are not afraid to iuvite 

eompari"on, the superior love and harmony of onr 
homes, the simplicity and drc('llcy of our manl1ers, 

and the elevating nature of European fine arts, of 

our employm('nts, studir.s, and rerreations. 'fhey 
will gain by thr le.,."Sf'Il; we shall not lose by becom­

ing conscious of our true position as examples 8;1Id 
instrurtors, and by the conseqnent Juty of attaining 
01- aiming at the somewhat idelJ.I Rtandarcl above ill­

dirated. 
In Il.:@ny respects a somewhat ideal standard at 

pre~nt ! 'I'he truth must be spoken. While there 

are comparatively few English in India who con­
cilIate hy their demeanour, there are albo too many 

who do not echfy by their example. TIns may ap­
pear a canting and lmpertinent truism, hut it is not 

SO if it ran hI' shown that the pres('nt sygkm of 

patronage tends tJ brmg into the country, and to 
produce and' foster tlwre, much Vlee ami uUeness 

that would not otherwise QO\ist. And'lthere is this 
mo<;t unnatural and daugerous feature in the PC,'II­

tlOn of thr Enghsh in Iudia, that whereas in oroi­

l1ary hociety the incapable and the vicious must in 
due rourse of tim(' Rink to thmr J:lroper level, in the 
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Indian servicP.8, with a little good luck and pru­
dence; they may safely and securely float, and rise 
far above the highest point attainable by the ablest 
native. 

General Jacob, five or six years ago, in his pam­
phlet on the Bengal Army, pointed out the mis­
chi~voU8 results of the number of useless officers iu 
the Regu}ar Sepoy regnnt'uts. "The Englishman," 
he said, U becomes too common to be held.in proper 
and wholesome respect. He ~ fleeD holding no im­
portant position, but in the performance of trifling 
d~ties, which any native officer or non-commissioned 

~ 

officer could do equally well. He is often seen 
idling away his time in frivolous, or wastmg his 
energies in vicious, pursuits. The prestig'J of the, 
superior race is thus destroyed, when iit too often­
hallPcns that the European officer, having nothing 
importaut to occupy 111m, loses somewhat of his own 
self-respect." What General Jacob wrote with Ruch 
force and prescienc~ regarding the decrease of the 
British officer's prestige in the sepoy army, is equally 

I 

applicable to every other branch of thc public service 
in India. "We don't dislike the English Govern­
menl," said ~a most in~llige.nt native of rank in a. 

'newly annexed province to me-U we don't dislike 
the English ra\:le; but we can't endure the young 
English officers. Ignorant buys were not sent to' 
domineer over us ill former days:' The extent to 

I 
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wInch this rapidly gro\\ing bItterness agamst Eng­

Ihh officers had &prcad would not have been credited, 

and wouhl have hecn very grncrally dpuicd, hut for 

the tcrrible (hSabters of lR57 wInch revealed the 

rankhng f-ore. 
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LETTER XII. 

THE INDIAN CIVlL SERYTVE. 

'rIfF truth 1il, that a sad want of symlJathy, and a 

('onseqllont wallt of eOllsideratioll and reflection in 

fl)l'min~ a judgmC'ut, alt' .t.t the bottom of that im­

patient di , ji"c and ('outc'Jllpt with which so many 

EII~h"hmell de'lCullt upon the n"'{1l'als, m'mncrs, and 

cllstoms of thcir lnduw fellow-subjects. l : lHlouhtedly 

n i~ difficult to avoid a fceling of unmi}"('d disgust 

~I\d contcmpt at the many instauC'c:" of gross igno­

runce, ;,upcr;,ti1ioll, lInvel'acity, and still darker shades, 

vi!>i11c in the words, and worl,~, alJ(I ways of' the 

people of buli.a. But CVOll III tho ... e tl'aitB of eha­

racll:r uml practice .ill ,\ hich our race has really at­

tained a high lITc-cmlllvuLc OH'r the A;,iatic, the 

latter if', Bot so wholly deficient as om prill" and 

pl'ejl1di('c llcrsuade U::'. '\" (' can palliate aud ma1.c 

allowances for the rapacity, the grel'duH'''s, and the 

fo11y of 0111' own countrymen j but" L' }mve no pity 

for the 1)1'1'01'S, no sympathy '.vith the amhition, no 

('ye for the virtues of' tIl\; lIilJtloo1-. After taking 

into consideration tlw debasing and deadening effects 

of caste, I say the virtuc~' of the II lUdoOR are extm­

ordi.nary, and their national clu:l.ractel' presents a most 

hopeful field for improvemen1. BilL the aceuIDulatcd 

I 2 
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humiliations of a thousand years are not easily shaken 
off. l"alsehood and deceit, the pursuit of ari object 

hy crooke(l and underhand arts, /lre much more com­

mon and more conspicuous in the conversation ann 
c1ealin~f1 of the natives of IrHlia than in thORC of 
Englishmen. Under the yoke of alien e(h1qlH'rOl'S 
what can we C'xpect but t}Jf' viccs of sla\ery'( Sus­

picion, dissimulation, duplicity, and falsehood, have 
ever heen the Wf'a})ons, defensi\e and ofi()nsivp, (\f 

the weak and OpPI <''1';cd against the violent and un­

just opprcssor. 'rhose amol'g ml who don't bce tlHLt 
i~l IJroportion as Hngli'lh la1\ and ]~ngli'3h freed(,m 
are conferred and com]lrellclHled, there 1" a dc('it1(,,~ 
(hminution of Uil'doo falsehood and duplicity, don't 

sce it because they don't look for it, and don't care 
tll look for It. 

It will, however, be hardly neccssary for mc to 
quote contemporary and notoriom cm,es of unveraeity, 
and bribery, and cheating, in both low and high 
stations of our own countrymen both in ]~ngland 

and in India, to ~how that as a nation we arc not 
as yet justi?cd in throwing the fir5t stone. And 
while the weaknes>!, timidity, and ignorance of the 
Ilindoos may e). tennate , their tranJ"gression, our 

I>trength and knowledge leave us no excuse. But 
we treat our OWl1 eountrymen ge'ntly, unti, more 
especially in 1 Buia, a\ oid !tIl unu('('('sf:.ary scandal!'! ; 
offenders arC' allow('d to rer.ign 1 heir offices, to retire 
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on pcnsi<?ns, or to sell their commlsbiops. We wash 

our dirty linen at home; but the foulest rags oj 

llldia are carefully belected and obtentatIollsly (111'\­

played as the habItual eostUllJC of the most respectable 

cJa,,~ of natives. 

rl~H' vast majority of the lutLn e officIals arc 

mi'>crably unuerpaid: llild what, we may ask, ,vas 

the purity by which the LlllJlmOUi> furtllUcs of the 

Paul Bentit'ld"" and tlw hObt of Enghbh Nabobs, 

"Cl~ acqUlreJ in the day" "hen-*tTlC Jmhon cIvIlians 

ree( ',cd v(,l'Y small "alane'S? The Englibh (Jovprn­

Ill('nt eOlltlllU(,., to Imy Its native 'l('rvant., on th.~ 

blLmt' beak that they \wre p:tHl hy the old native 

1'0\\ C)''S, and arc no~\ 1],11d by the' rcmalTung Hilldoo 

amI M Ilb"ulHlan PrlllC ('s. The receipt of prcsellts 

and bl1h('1> IS wlIIketl at, almost reeoglllbed"as a legIti­

mate ~ullrc(' 0f emolument, by immemonal oriental 

cm,tom: 1mt th(' Enghi>h OU~Cfllmellt, by auoptillg 

s(,vere and degladlllg puni;,hment~ as the soie lLI1H'dy 

for corruptIon, ha" merely aggra\ated it" iufamy and 

beereey, antl has reduced both g\,' ers !tad taker!> of 

bnlll'l> to a state of permanent ili;,trust,. and chronic 

de~per:>tion. Vndcr native' rule thlb ahOITlmutlOil 

a,,;,unWb a milder and moFe re6'ula1' fOlIn ; b penaded 

by a ruele notion of compell"atlOn for inadequate 

emolument, autl is mitlg,ded III practice hy partial 

publicity, and by' cettam tra(hth'ual lImit", of <'qwty 

and {'OllllJa8i>lOh. And tIm;, It doc::, 110i lllvolvt: 80 
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mu~ll perfidy and injustice, or produce so much . . . 
malignity and false accusation. The l~nglish Govern-
ment attempts by merely penal measures to obtain 
the irre('ollcilable advantages of the cheapness of 
oriental, and tllf' purity of European a.lministra­
tiou. 

The evil effects of this vain atteml)t arc increased 

by the little confidence and enconragement afforded 

to the native officials. Not only are they badly pairl, 
but no amount oio ability and faithful l>prHee can 

secure their advancement to plarcs of consideration 
~nd profit for which they may be well qualified. 
Old age approachefl; illnpss may at 011,'e Jepri, e 

them of their small incomes; thcy must "make ha) 
whilc the sun shine" !" They find themsehes with 
no more 1m}" with less responsibility and dignity, 
and with worse prospects than their f,tthers before 
them; what wonder if they think them~e]y('s at kast 
entitled to t])C'ir forefathers' pC'rqnisites? WIlen 

confidence and recognition of merit arc withheld, 
srlf-re"pect and hononr are not vrr:y likrly to hr 
devclop(·d. And thns a hetter clas,", of native~ are 
deterred from seeking eknploymcI1t j~a high l;tandal'd 
of cducatIOn is not amI canuot he demand( a; thc 
purity of the public service docs not improve; cor­
ruptiou is hut seldom satisfactorily nctccted; and 
the severe penalties for bribery result in searl'dy 

anything but occasiollal mah~llIl.l1t aHd treacherous 
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charges and couutcr-<,liargf's ill hewildering compli­
cation. 

It is elC'ar that tlli,. prevalent 1J1Oral obliquity can­

not 1m removed by merely pr-nal severity. The 

refr)l'rn of its servants canunt be directly di'ected 

hJ Om ernmcnt; and but little ch('ek over eorrup­

tiOl~ and pcrjury can be maIlltained by auy pos~ihle 
amollnt of vigilancf' C1t' ",<'eutive aeti\it,r, aimed 

e'pl'(,;,:,jy at their suppre;,,,,ion. The obstmate COI1-

tinllanec of tllf'SC offences is cIfi1'gcablc to a polwy 

\\ hii'll lowC'rs the position and helf-respect of tllf' 

olfieiuls by lllsUfticlCht remurlf'ration, and by c()nfilli~lf 

them to t:-llbonlinate hltuations in \\ l11C'h they havt' 

lIttle rC'Rpomlbihty, and in whirh no distinction OJ 

high reward C'an he hoped for or ohtained. But thi~ 

uH.tional taint, the c\ idence of the mlsrtlic aud il1~ 

t<'l'llaJ dl.;;tractlOlI undeI' Wllich IndIa suffcl'cd for so 

III a lly agE'S, i.., now rlpC for rutC'. VlOlent oppression, 

tIl!' grrut call"C' 01' thE' hhLYi"h VICC", f'abcbood and 

deceit, 1m.., dll'-ap]learcd; and the"c VICCS mu"t give 

\\ ay beforc thr llltrorllletion of honour<tlJk, humaniz-
• 

ing, ennohling sOIll'icS of emuJation, awl of new 
• ide.ls of honour and duty 'thlOngh the medlllm of' . .. 

the Englif:lh langnage IWHI lIteraturc, auel by closer' 

intercourse with l~ng1ish society. 

And "\\e must- yet make a lan~(' qualification in 

the alleged scale of Hiwloo lwvcrllcity, on account 

of the misrcpre)'cutatlOn, misuudt>r.,tandmg, and mis-
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trust on both sides. How often do we hear au 

English gentleman complain of the intense stupidity 

or perverseness or cunning of some partie111[lr llative, 
or of' uati\cs in general, in llever understanding, or 
prcteuding Iw\,er to understand the bimple.,t question, 

until they thus gain time to dceHle upon a .,are or 
prudent answer! And undoubtedly ~ome natives 
are very stupid, borne arc vcry pervcrse, some are 
vcry cunIlmg. 13ut I am sare t1;at many of my 
readers know that 'Jr 'some of t11co-c eRo-e" the stupi. 

dity is all on the othrr sidl'; that the indignant 
q~cstioucr rOllstruci'l his !:len tenc.es ur pronnuIlces 
his words in such a barl)arous manllcr that no native', 

who has not scneel an apprcntirc'lliip to learn his 
style, "cver c:m ulldcro-taull llim; and that a great. 
part of the stnpichty and !)erver;;euess of ltis "lubor­

dinates and scrrants may vrry fairly be referred to 
Hlis cause. And if lw is a man in PO\! cr (as llIOSt 

English gentlemen in India arc to some e:l.tent) and 
his temper happcll~ Hot to be the mm,t equable in 
the wor.:a, we 1'1Ia11 he at no loss to acrount for ~ome 

dcgn'c of cunning and caution iil the nativeb around 
him, without attributing to them any c:l.traord,inary 
love of deceit. The Engkhmall, too often from 
prejudice, iglloranec, or imperfect knowledge of tlw 
llati~e languages and customs, ancf abovc all from 
waut of "ympathy, ml~ul1(J.erstands and mistrusts all 
he hears, awl pa::.s('s his official lIfe III a state of 
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mi"trust and mystification. What wonder IS it if 
mistrust and dc('eit incretise and flourish within the 

influence of such a dangrrolls and uupersuasihk· 

chi('f? This is no overdrawn picture: nor is eVCll 

the extreme ease so uncommon as might be hoppd. 

The first necessary and essential step ill our re;;to-.. 
rative and reformative plan would be the stoppage 

of appointments to the covenanted Civil Service, 

"hich sllOuld be allowed to dw a natural death. 

'1'he ('oll"titlltiun of the Civil ~erviel') all,l the reno-. 
vatE·a maehillPry for recruiting its ranks with « highly 

educated " youlIg .PWll, mu"t, as long a~ they e.\.iit. 

ob,truet tllP gradual admitlsion of nati, es to any of 

the appolutmentR re~el'ved for the eo\'culJ,uted bervice, 

a'Hl l1cgative the idea that any "neh admission' is, 01: 
h.18 beeu, seriollsly eoui cmplatl'd. 

'rJw c)..i'-tf'n('(' of a pl'lviJpged guild of foreign 

admilli'ltrators, in a vast cmpilc ahoullding with in­

telligent, docile, alld laborious mm, ('\,u-.peraLL.., 1111 

thc reflecting and high."pirltcd natilc:", check'! cdu­

ea~ioll lJY shutting out hope, aud.impeclcs the intro· 

ductiou of' Engli~h knO\~ ledgl:', manner:;!, and morals. 

And tllc annual. iuflux of yO~11\g ~crttJcm('n \\ho have 

"passed with great crc('it," ami llIUbt be provided 

for during life, threatens to perpetuate the cxelubive 
• 

system, and must he dal.nned up atl a preliminary 

measnre. 

The Civil 8m v:iee will nev('r want Jefenders, either 
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from withm 01 wlthout lts ranks. We 'l1uy well 

he proud of thcm. Hut th('Ir hIgh cluuacters, thclr 

af'complu,hment'l and acqmrt'mcHb, arc totally irrcle­

,allt to the ClIl( "tlOU. '1'!.tc IJUC~tlOll Ii> not ~ hetlJCr 

the 111(liall ('1\ 11 t:\('rVll'C'I:> a hody of lng-hly educated 

awl honourable' !nell, not" hethel a larg-(' nm,Iller of 

able and e"pellenC( (t OffiCUl,h" arc mclud('d 1Il ItS lIst, 

-Hot whether many ul.,tmgUlshcd diplomatists and 

governors have ri~en frum Its rank., but whether 

Lht bulk of the sC'l'vil!e are so fully competent and 80 

peculIarly quahticd, ai> to l'eluk r theIr very la:rge 

saJ-anes a plCce of State e( onoI1}Y, and to render 

justIfiable and p\. Jlcti1('ut the ab"nlute C\.clUSlOll.ot 

the nahveR from alJ po-.t'1 of dlgruty, WIth tllC attrn­

dant and ulf'Ht.Lhlp eVil .. of thur C'l.PU1"lOll from 

l~nl!1u:,h so!!lety, and a total !'lwe], to thr educatIOn 

and COl1l!erstOn of' the lnglwr clal>"c>-. Rut HI fact 

the abIlIty and dhra('Y of tIn:> body have bern 

Immensely ovelr:Jted-e'"'ppp].tlly III EllgJallll. The 

omment ui<efulness of the few C:JTlIlot lllde t,h( co::,tly 

ruedlOerJty of the, servICC, and ou~ht to plove no 

oh'ltaele to It~ gradual alloiItlOu, formmg as It docs, 

the hai>c and e{Ultre or an OdlOU'l and 111hlUltOU" . 
"ystcm of monopoly and prcr cnptlOn. 

'1'he succes'lful aumnw,trailon of Mysorp, the 1)'111-

Jdb, th{' Saugor and N erbudda" terfltofl(,S and 

SrindC', by nllhtary officer!> and uncovenanted I>e1'­

,ant", v\lll pcrhup" ll{' conbidercd "llfficlCnt proof 
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that a .separate and sacred civil hierarchy is not 

by any means essential to the good government of 

India.* 
I do not think that the new measure of opcn 

competition i(w recruiting the Indian Civil Service 

wlll improve its quality or thc quality of its work ill .. 
thc lcast. 

Thc defects and intirmilics '\\'hich are most con­

SpICUOUS among the Indian CiVIl servants, arc a dull 

mc!liocrity, an attaehment to e·;ncient routine, an 

admiration and won.hip of "rC'ports" and" returns," 

all unconeiliatory demeanour, and the l)ermis8i.~ .. 
which of Cf)urse is the virtnal exaction, of a proRtrate 

"ervility from all their subordinates. The English 

offici al i'lJ instead of ;lisconraging, succumb to the 
• unmanly oriental man-wor"hip, and thus become 

accowphces in a r('ciprocally degrading relation be­

tween themselves and the native", while they despise 

the latter for its e~Ist(,llce. Th(,Re prevalent defects 

may, I think, be all traced to the same causes, the early 

age at whieh these gClltJ('[llCn ar~ ltlvcbtcd wuth rank 

and authorIty, and their luxurious secu~ty of position 

and o( promot~n. But littlc "timulm; or inducc-

>II< I mu~i not be sllpP"'>I'(1 to hI' all ,!Jv)caLC lor ~hat i~ called 
thl' h nou-legnlation" "ysil'm vI' ,1tlllllTlblI,ltion. It i ... only 
Ruited for recently allIU'xedllTl~('ttled J"tl let,; and 110 \\calthy, 
tns~rllcted I;0pulatiOi. could endUlP or eXl,' uudpr bHeh.\ slovenly, 
arbItrary regime. 
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ment to acquire superior qualifications for his impor~ 

tant duties arc afforded to the young civilian on his 

arrival in India. He 80011 ascertains that with the 
exception of the Beats in Council and a few Otll er high 

offices, promotion in the Civil Service is regulated 

entirely by seniority; and that no talent or exertion 
can l)()ssibly make him a Collector or a Judge a 

month before the time when he must ~ucceed to 

such a post by virtue of his po.>ition in the list. Ilis 

introduction to th~" '~ervicc and initiation into its 

rules and customs arc well calculated to iustil a 

~hong notion that he bdon;,;s to a chartered guild, 

and has a vested " ('ovclJ:luted " right to enjoy all its 
good things in rotatioll. 

~ I dim't think that the ~ystern of open competition 
is calculatetl to reduce or modlfy tllis sensation (jf 
al)solute superiority and perfcct lioeeurity, and this 

confidence in vested rights and covenanted dignities, 

in the slightest drgrec. I rather IlUspect it will be 

found to aggravate them. 

No time SllOUld he lost in putting a total stop 

to the title of "highly euucatt'U" youllg gentlemen 

from ~tlglallu. Vacanc~cs· in the v'\rious civil de­

partments ('an always he saf~sfactorily filled up from 

the army, from the bar, and from the ulleoYcnaut<!d 

ranks. Young men of approved abilities w9uid not 

fail to pr('<;ent themselves for vrobationary employ~ 

ment. • 



TllE INDIAN' CIVIL SERVICE. 125 

European officers, taken from the Queen's or 
Company's army, for civil employment or for th(' 
command of nath e corps, should, after passing their 
period of probatlOn, he removed from the original regi­
ments, and during the transition period the vacancies 
in our regular native corps should not be filled up by 
the'appointment of cadets. l'ltimatcly there should 
only be three selected .European officcrs to each 

nati"e corps, and the rcmaimng officcrs should be 
efficient and rpsp('ctable nati, (' ~er!>,-Ilot subadars 
an(l jpmadar;, hut llC'ut<>nant-, and ca11tains, native 
gt'htlemell with an Enghsh educatlOn. 
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I.JETTEIt XIII. 

'f II E .[ N n 1 A N ARM Y. 

tV 1<; shall uevC'r get trustworthy nati, c officers 'for 

our regiments unbl we cntru"t tlH'ID with real autho­
rity and endow thC'm 'Hth real rani,. Our f>ubadar<o 
and jemadars, who h:i\c proved 80 useless as leaders 

and so fuithlrss as officerM, ha'l II') qualifications in d 
nq. gC'I1uine l)o-;itlOlI of eommallli Old worn-I)ut 

mell, rair"ed hy mere Ml'uioritJ from the rank<. in 
which their own hrotllcrtl and ;"ons are serving, how 

can they be expect cd to feel any dlstinctlOll of 

ibterest" fr0m the common sepoys, or any special 
responsIbility towards us? 

We mnst ke('}) up a eonsiderahlc native army in 

India to aid in the defence and in the IlreservatioH 

of the peace of our vast empire, and to SUppOl t, wlJ('n 
necessary, our influence and interests in Asia. 'rhe . , 

idea of IJermanently maintaining an army of HO,OOO, 

or a larger numher of European;", in India, is prC'. , 
posterous. The burden of JL..;cruiting and transport. 

mg, of paying and lodging, and pensioning such all. 
Immense body of English troops at such a di",tance 

from home, would be ildolerable both to EnglaI'd 

and to India. The notion of SU1)plcmenting our 
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European force with Kroomen or Kaffirs, or 'West 

Indian negro regiments, appcars to me to be quite 

.. bimerical. As a temporary expf'dient, to produce an 

immediate effect, the employment of l1cgro soldierf< 
in India might be highly adrisable. But the c)­

perience of 1857 scems to lJaye proved that this 

deRc~ption of troops is not immedIately avmlable or 

procurable. Alld if there were a regular establish­

ment of foreign black troops ill India, let me ask 
.vIlat arrangement would he ~.tk for the time­

expired, invalided, and worn-out Kafllrs, Kroomen, 

or Jamaica n('groes'" Many of them would, afte. 
tcn or twenty year~' servIce in India, prefer to re­
main in thc country. In l'hort, while the greatest 

difficulty would he fonnd in keeping these alien 
savages, ignoraut and deVOId of resources fer occupa­
tion or amusement, in good order or good tempcr, 
in the midst of a population ,,·'neh would hate and 
ilespise them, the Iesn1t at no great di<:tancc of tlme 

would inevitably he an amalgamation of the for(j~gn 
bhck soldiers with some of the lower ('al>tes. We 

• 
could not well refuse to enlist the children of these 

• 
unions,.who would have no other livelIhood open to 
them. Thus we ::.hould, 4lLftcr a generation or two, 
have only succeeded in introducing another mongrel . . 
caste into th(' country, whose sympathies and in-

terests, like those of the half-hrced Arab mercenaries 

ill the Hyderabad, Gwalior, and ('thcr native States, 
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would soon be diverted into local channels. We 
should have nothing really in common witl1 them. 

Besides these somewhat remote r.onsideratioJls, I 
very much doubt the soldier-lik.e qualities of these 
African races, their amenability to diilcipline, and 
their gallantry and intelligence in the field. I suspect 
they would be found impatient aud desponding under 
danger and fatigue. If in small numbers, the addi­
tion to our strength would be insignificant; if in 
large numbers (wbohlh I believe to be impracticable), 
they would be very unmanageable, and a great source 
9f irritation to the people of the country. 

The great principle wInch I desire to enforce is, 
that we cannot hold India against its awakened pub­
lic opinion by any possible amount of foreign physit'al 
force; thpt we cannot garrison the country, but mu~t 
go,ern it; and that when we do govern it, its native 
military strength will be completely available and 
quite safe in our hands, adequate for all possible 
local requirements, and also for many imperial pur­
po&es to which, under the old system, it was never 
found applicable. 

I cannot entertain fl. doubt, looking especially to 
the state of the finances, that when the force of the 
rebellion is finally crushed, a very large reduction of 
the army will be necessary. It 18 in that -dIrection 
that the military reorganization must proceed. We 
dou't want a huudred thousand English soldiers, or 
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any ~bintttion of Europeans and negroes, to coun­
terbalance and hold in {'heck a native army of double 

that strength, but we want such an extcnl"ive redue-
'" tion of our regular native troops as shall leave them 

in a reasonable and fair relatlVc proportion with that 

for~e of British troops which must always be main­
tained. That force ought not to h(' allowed perma­
nently to exceed by w.lre 1han four or five thousand 

men the number of the comhihed Queen's and Com­
pany's European troops-drag~~lJ'l, artillery, and 
inf~ntry-which were ordinarily stationed in India 

hefore ~he outbreak of 1857. Ahout forty-five thou;. 
sand men judiciously distributcd would be found 

amply sufficient forthc defence of the country, and to 
support the authority of Govf'TIlment, and this number • would inc1udC' a moveable reserv(' in the Hill btations. 

The most striking example of the extravagant 
and unwieldy conditiun of th~ nativ(' army of India, 
as at present constituted, is to be seen itl thp native 
regnlar cavalry, in which the'lust of patronage has 

forced a radically faulty organizat~on to a pitch of 
absurdity, the simple statement of Whjdl is equiva­

lent to. a conde~IlatioIl. There are still borne upon 
the army lists uf the th'iee Presidencies twenty-one 
regiments of Native Light Cavalry,* mustering each • 

.. In Bengal, ten regiments (of dlich all but a few hundred 
men have either mntinied or been disarI. "d), eight 1D the Madras, 
and three m the BOlnbdY army. 

K 



about 4OOfa.brea. The Madra& ' cav'alryl'~tl! 
at ,present have only 350 troopers.'.ro e~~llr!T­
ment there is a sinecure colonel, whose payis:abont 
1200/. per annum, d'i'awn probably at Bath or Clj'l. 
tenham. There is a lieutenant-colonel, who, if in 

command of the corps, receives, including the profits 
1" 

of the saddle contract, 22001. a year. The maJor's 
pay is llOOI. a year. There are no less than seven 
ca~fl.ins ; and the pay 'of a captain in command of II 
trdop oL()O men, fntiluding the profits of the troop 
contract, * amounts to 840l. pEr annum. There' are 
nine licutev,ants, on 420/. a year, and five cornets, 
on 3601. a year. • 

One of the suhaltcrns holds the appointment of 
adjutant and another that of' quartermaster, both 
;'with halldflomc allowances in addition to their pay. 

There is a surgeon with 10001. a year, also an assis­
tant-surgeon with 420/. a ,Y'car, and a veterinary 
surgeon with'5001. a year. 'rhere is a riding-master; 
a warrant officer, whose pay is about 2001. a year. 
And there are a sergeant.major and a qnarter-master-

< 
,sergeant, whose duties are chiefly clerical, having , 
reference to the regintental'records, accounts, and 

( < 
stores. All this immensely expensive staff, of Eng •. 
lish officers-who are all entitled to pep.sions , on 
retirement-is kept up for the pui-pose of·· bringing 

~ }olO1:hor~li·clothing, r()p"'~. waillring bridle~, &c. 



181 

iD.to the fi6ld foul' hundred imitation dragoons of 

v~ry indifferent quality, who in the quietest tImes 

are always grumbling about tht' severity of theIr 

riding-schoo} and stable duties, ' and the ins11fficiency 

of theIr pay,.. who have no confidence- in our saddles, 

our bits, or our swords, and who, even when not 

rm;tmous, have on active service al ways been UIl­

reliable. 

And besides the cUmbrOll., regImental system, a 

stud and remount eostahh'lhmcnt IS Dtuintained on So 

regal a scale that every horse supphcd to the c:avnlry 

is computed to cost between 601. and 70l. The c~t 

of the horses in fact is so great, and their keep and 

vt'termary e:Q.arge so (>xpenSIVC, that four BrItIsh 

dragoons can be entertall1cd at the same annual , 
charge as five of these natlV(> troopers, who on the 

othf'r hand have no speClal qUalIty or aptItude whieh 

can render them at any tIme Of undCl any Clfcum­

stances more usetul or more economIca.l tha.n BntIsh 

aragoons. 

But the Irregular Cavalry of Indta form a Rpeeial 
j 

and pecuhar body of admIrable hg~t horsemen, 

who~ place cotijd not be supphed, and whose func­

tions could not he perfOllned by any number of the 

finest English dragoons. They will cheerfully UIl-
J 

ael'go fatlgue, and exposure, and bad livmg, thAt 

would dlllOrganize Bntlsh troops in IndIa. They 

know the eountryand the hahlt, of their country-

K2 



men $0 well, and are 80 capable of shifting for them­
Rehte.~. toat a regiment may, for particular p~ses fif 
police, or escort, or reconnoitring, send out for more 
or less lengthened periods, small detachments and 
partieEl, and even single men, a proaes8 which, if 

attempted with English dragoons, would be utterly 
destructIve of dIscipline, and, at the same time, 
utterly inefficacious. They find cverything them­
selves-horsc~, arms, and clothing; they are not 
de~ndent on the si;'l;], the Ordnance, or the com­
mIssarIat. If ffurly lJaid, as the Hyderabad Ri'5!sa­
laps are, they will move of" at ~ day's notwc any­
where, and reqmre no marehmg money, or tents, or 
supplies of any sort. If faIrly paId, and if their old 
custom of ah,olute falmly property m the « assamee" 
ur a sitU[.tlOll," and rIght to have a horse, be upheld, 
they ask for no pensions from Government. And 
although their horses are far inferior in appearance 
and in ~eJght to those supplIed by Government, the 
exploit'! of the IrreguJar Cavalry in the field have 
far surpassed those of the regulars. 

ThL ltegular LIght Cavalry regiment!> have, as I be. 
G 

fore stated, each a SlUecure colonel o~ 120,0/. a year,* 
ana arc each commanded b~ a lIeutenant-colonel on 

lI< It may be AllId that these are the prL~e" of the army, l'(,warde 
for long and gall.tnt serVICe, and so fOl th; but I ... hould tlay, 
give your rewards openly, as pensions or aSJenf'rals' pa:r, but do 
not burden and encumber your regIment syst.ilm WIth orna­
mental (,olonels, pl'omoted by seniorIty only. 



188 

22001 .. R yefIXl with twenty highly-paid Engli&h 
oIieers also borne on the rolls of the corps, some of 

whom are of course always a.bsent on leave, some 

'employed on the staff, and the remainder prcsent 

with the regiment, where they have very little 

authority, very little rCbponsibllity, and nothing to 

do except mere duties of parade and routine. T~e 

native officers, as in the ('utire regular native army, 

are entirely useless in every puint of view . • • 
The it'reg111ar regiment is· commapded by a 

selected officer, usually of the rank of captain; T 
'Pay is 12001. a .year, and altogetlJ('T hi1! position-i~ 

highly hOllourahle, independent, and responsible, and 

renders him in his own estimation aud in tbat of Ilia . 
contemporary brother officers, (>III' of the fortunatll 
men of the lwrvice. He IS aSf>u"teu by two jurnors 

- a "f'cond ill commanu and ~n adjutallt, the former 

receiving about bOOT. ancl the latter 5001. a year, 

both of whom may be cOl1ludcred a<, m a course of 

traming and probatIOll to s~lCc(,f'd to command'!, if 

their abihties aud eonrlurt entitle. them to so impor­

tant a charge. 'rhe native offif'ers-al.though there 

mightJ>e a 4greai improveme~t 111 tl1l8 respect, for no 

particular qual;fication rs exacted from them-are 

efficient, and hav~some authority and responsibility.* 

. 
• I feat, however, that there hIlS been of late ;yeaTs some ten· 

denoy to extend the ruinous Cllbto .. 'l of promotlon by ~eniorjty 
into this branch ofthe'serviCl' and to d1rolllish the authority and 
Influence of the n~tive oillcerl! 
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The infa.ntry regiments, organized on ~be tame 
principle, with only three selected English offi~, 
may be compared with the regular native corps of 
the line, and WIll be found qUlte equal in steadinest 
on parade, in their conduct on active Ben>ice, and in 
their discipline; while the expense of the regt~ar 
infantry regiments, with twenty-six Engh!>h officers, 
all entitled to pensIons, is nearly double that of the 

irregular corps. 
The regular native cavalry should disappear en­

tiely. Eligible men, from its ranks, might' b~ 
!\Eowcd to purchase the G'overnmcnt horse'> at .a 

moderate price, and entcl the new regtments on tl1e 
Hindostanee plan as s'Jladars. The number of regi­
ments of this dcscnptlOn shOUld be very largely lll-

( 

creased. 'fhey are by far the most f'ifective troops 
for keepmg the peace, suppressing minor distur­
bances, and for aifordmg aid in general to the civil 
power. 

The native infantry In India, according to the 
army lists of the othree Presidencies, includmg all 
local corps, lUay be stated in round numbers to 
amount to 200 battalions, of which 155 battalions 
arc on the regular plan, with 26 English officers to 
each. One hundred battalions, 50 for Bengal, 30 for 
Madras, and 20 for Bombay, all organillled on .the 
irregular principle, with only three selected officers, 
and all taking their tour of f~gn service, would 
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be amply sufficient. for all duties; and there would· 
al,waysbe ~available force for the exigencies of war. 
~. in the cavalry and in j:e infantry I. would 

'ha~e.a certain small proportion of corps d'p-lite, with 

superior pay and privileges, into which meritorious 

sol~iers from the ordinary regiments should be 
drafted as a rcward for gallant and faithful conduct. 
These regiments of Guards, if th~ system we~e 
judiciously worked, would prove at. once the greatest 
encouragement and the most ~~fect. cheek on the 

llla,;ses of the nativ~ troops and on the populatiotl 
in general. 

.By the frocess of which I have hastily and briefly 
$letched a mere outline, the services of at l~st 

1500 English officers, who add nothing t6 the 

st~ength or to the influence of thc Govennncnt, or fl. 
the efficiency of the service, whose pay amounts td' 
at least £450,000 a year, ana whose pensions form 
ttn ever-increasing prospcctive burden on thc reve­

nues ·of India, would be tlispcnsed, with. The 

nuniber of infantry sepoys wo'!ld be reduced. by 
about 70,000. _ 

Thilre would. be no great °difficqlties in the details 
qf transmutation, or ilt the process of absorption. 

No great . injury 0' loss need be inflicted on in • ... 
dividuals. For a few years there. would be a heavy 
charge for pensions; but still the immediate. saving 

'would . be very gteat; and the ultimate reduction 



of the nrllita1yexpenditure would be at least two 
millions peraunum. 

Unless the question of the military chRl"ges. be 
speedily dealt with tn a bold, comprehenElivc.and 
statesmanlike manner, without regard tCI p~tronage 

or private interests, I can see no prospect of the 
finances of India being reduced to an equilibrium'. 



LETTER XIV. 

RECEPTION OF HER MAJESTY'S PROCLAMATION. 

NAGl'ORE, November, 1858. 

":HER Majesty's gracious proclamation" was puh­
lished on the 1st of this month in every city a~d 

large station of India, with .-h circumstances of 
military display and official rcjo~!tg as local re80urces 
would permit. At Calcutta, Allahabad, Bombay and 

Madras, I doubt not that an effective t'iJectaclc ~as 
produced, and ill the three great Presidency towns 
alone was to be found, I fear, somewhat of hope and 
somewhat of cordiality in the feelings with which the 
in~uguratioll of the dueet rule of QUoell VietoriJ 
was greeted by the influcntial clas"lc'l of the people." 
And even our stanty band' of native '\\-ell-wishers 
have· been disappointed, the proclal11atinn has fallen 

fiat; it has produced no Impression hut one of dia, 
tl'lli!t and dissatisfaction Of coursp at present I can 

• 
I')nly speak positivcly for tIlt' city ncar. which I am 

residi!lg, but ~ou may relt upon it,-in whatever 
qouleur-de-rose hues the despatehcs of Government 
lllay report the reception of " Her Majesty's gracious 
proclamation,"-'hat every suceeeding mail for the 
next six months will ('onfirw the truth of my repre~ 
1lentations, Tl~is large Clty and 1t8 aEljacent military . . 
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stations 9-fford all the materials for ascertaining the­
temper of the times among the Mahrattas ~d other 
:races of the province, the, high-caste HindoQ! and 
Moslems of Hindostan and Rajpootana,-of whom a 
large floating population has for many generations 
resorted to the capital of the Bhonsla Rajahs for 

• 
s(£lviee or for trade,-and among the milItary caste,> 
fttl8. trIbes of the Deccan and the Carnatic, who fill 
the ranks of the bt;, 1e of Madras troop'!. At few 
points in the Peni~a is there such a eonvergenoe 
of nation, and languages. • 

" 
The result of my ob"ervation'! and inquiries is, 

that the Queen'., l)foclamatlon was expected by aU 

ela$ses of native .. but the very lowest, not-as some 
Df the old scho~l may assert-with indifference and 
,~thy, bu~ with the mtensest mterest and hope, :* that It was received on its promulgation, not 
with enthusIasm or gratitude, but with general dis-
content and dIsappointment All had trusted . that 
the royal rule would hlt\'e been instituted with some 
strikiLg and sovereign act of grace, and that the . 
proclamation would }lave contained some special pro-

• mise of rc~toration or r~eognitlOn to. those h"irs of 
illustrious historical famihpIo"who have been rejcctecj 
and despoiled wlthin the }Il,!,t ten years, and who 

I' 
nevertheless preseryed a friendly attitude, and- some 
of them-rendered substantial support and assista.nce 
durmg the terrible crisis of 1857. They hoped that 
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there 'Would have been some grateful and approving . .... 
notice of natIves whose fidelity and services during .. 
tbe rebellion have been particularly conspicuous, some 

grant or earnest of reward and honours, and some 
bmdiug pledge and autbontative instructivnR tbat ,. 
the present rigid l'Iystem of monopoly, by WhiCh 

o 

natiH'~ are excluded from all share in the Gove ... l-
ment and from all the hIgher branches of' adrniIllS­
tration, should be brOh.Ch tt_gh at once. The 
reahty turn('d out to l)e very dhfcrent from. the ideal 
proClamatIOn of thetr expectatIOlIs and hop s; there 
was nothing gemal 111 it, and though couc1wd in 
wmghty and w('ll~roundcd bcntenccs of some digmty, 
the effect was stlll commonplace and cold. The 
universal remark among the llatlVci was ;-'" It is 
only the Company's goV('rnment contmncx1." v,l 

I hope I shall not be mumndcrstood; I am de-
scrlbmg what appears to me (0 have been the gcneral 
impression produced upon the native mmd; I do not 
quarrel with the proclamatron myself; I am not 
sure that I could sugg('st the alteration of a single 
serl'l;ence. I know-that the royal proclamation-and 

J 

more "especially) while a rebellion was stIll raging-
could not, with propl'lc'~y or prudence, eontam ex­
pressIoIls of repentance or promIses of reformation; 

) 

that personal recogmtlOus and nornmatlOns should 
be made hy the Viceroy, the lodal Executive, and 
iV'()uld' have been out of placE) in such a document, 

~ 



which was confined to the mJ1tter in ha.tl(}., surely 
important enough, tqe announcement of tte cessa.tion 
of the Company's government, the assumption tit 
the Queen of direct imperial rule, and a statement 
of the broad general principles upol1 whir' 1 that rule 
would be based. But I do agree with my more 
mtelligent and' enlightened native friends who, ad­
m'itting all this, regret that the royaJ proclamation 
was not aecoIDpam~vith bOmc signal act!! of ~Td('~ 
and favour, which dght have been published in due 
form in the Governor-General's name, and "hleh 
wf\uld have iltamped every a'l mrallce of relIgious and 
national neutrahty, amI T(,bpcet for property an0 
privileges, contamcd III thc proclamation, with the 
true blazon of royalty. 

There WM~ on(' nrgatIvc ground for hope gIven III 

"ale proclamatlOn,-the Edst IndIa Company "as not 
praised or lamented, and no reasons were gIven for lib 

extinction. ·Whether intended or not, I cannot say, 
but this Cll'CUIDbtance Was noted and considered as 

signifieant and of good omen by our well-wishers 
among the natives. 

( 



LETTER XV. 

THE OUDE LAND SETTLEMENT. 

1 C'Al'oNOT too often repeat that there is no necessity • for precipitate alterations in the inachinery of out' 
Em;tern Empire; there l~ no necessity for lavishing 

rewards or for multIplying concessil)ns, or for the 

elllboration of Bny symmctrIcal :''l'Cl specious plan, by 

which a large number of nativc'3 should he immeuiately 

intl'Oduced into the higher branches of th" puhlic sar-
• yicc. When once the prineillic of their eligibility has 

been practically acccpted,-as it now is legally i.tid 
ostensibly admitted,-opportuuities of manifestin'g the 
new policy cautiou!)]y and efficaciolliilly "ill' not fail tQ, 
ple~ent tllPIl1sclves. But we must have a new pol+cY: 

If the Queen's gracIOus proclamation is not to 

become a byword and a rcproarh,-If its assuranceq 

of religious and national nedtrahty, and re-'pC'ct for 

property and privileges, are to be stamped as some. 

thing more real and reliable than the '1tcrcotyped 

formulp of the I\ononrablc Compauy,-no time !>hould 
be lost in the manifestat~n of a new poltry, and in 

evincing repentanee hy restitution and rcconciliation. 
~ 

We shall want fricnds in India before many yearE , 
have passed over our heads. Our difficulties arE 

only b0ginning. 



I am not, as you know, "a distinguished officer,t' 

nor have I the smallest pretensions to be ~lassed as 
« an experienced officer" in any department of ci~ 
or milItary administration ;-but I do claim to have 

acquired, by a long-continued, familiar, and not Ull­

gracious intercouse with many mllllgcnt nllti~es of • • various ranks and occupations, the pow('r of g-aimug 

meir confidence and of as('ertainmg with accuracy 

their real opinions ar d predilections. TIme wIll 

show whether my ~port IS tr'lc, and whether my 

prognostications are tru<;tworthy; but in the mean­

time be warned not to place impheit rehance on the 
~ 

·official or non-officml repre'>('ntations of (C distm-

guished and expenencccl" officer'>, whose high posi­

tion prevent" them from e"er hearmg the undl". 
iguised un\vjrm8h~ truth, whIle their pe'rceptions are 

blinded and their minds biassed, by their being 

tho~oughly comnllttect to those fatal maxims and 

false prinCIples of IndIan government, which. have 

been avowed and broub'ht into actIOn wlth increabing 

recklesmess cver Slllce Lord Dalhousie landed in 

India in 1848. No doubt many of our Indian ciVIl 

servants III high places luwe acquired great dexterity 

and vast experience in tha.r :.everal departments. of 

administration,-but so has the' .hoemaker in his 
trade; and yet the latter functionary sometimes does 

pretend to know better than the wearer where the 

shoe pmches, or even to know th!l.t it does not pi~b. 



at all. Do not expect that any distinguished North. 

West Collector, or Calcutta Secretary, beyond the 

• of forty, will ever throw any light upon the 

causes of the rebellion, or bring forward the new 

measures of imperial policy and administration which 

the times imperatively demand. 

:Don't trust the men who, more than any others, 

arc responsible for the rc"oltJ and who arc rcpro~tc 

and unrepcntant,-such mCll a", Mr. R. D. M,Ulgles, 

formerly of the Bengal Cml\~crvlct', htc M.P. and 
Director of the East India Company, and JIOW one 

of the Indian Council, who shll pt'r'l~..,ts at {'"ery 

favourable opportunity in paradmg that shallow a~d 
inadequate, ltut for the Honourable Company roost 

convcnient and exculpatory hypothesis of a mnltary 

mutiny, as the explanation and descrrptiol'l of one cJ 
,1 

the most thoroughly national rebellions that historY 
has ever recorded, whu still 'defends the Tuam Com­

missIon and the other modern apphancc..~ for COIl­

fiscating landed property, ap(1 who ha.,; always been 

an advocate for annexatIOn ;-and Mr. Gubhins, who . 
having been during a quarter of a century traincd 

J 

and exercised as a North. W e!;t Collector, became the 
• J • 

author of tha.t reveltLuosettlcment of Qude, the great 

principle of which, as he admits in his book~ was 

that the Taloo~dars, the great. feudatories of the 

country, were" mere middlemen," farmers of the 
·~t)nue; anti who now wishils ~t(J persuade us that 
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the annexa.tion was a highly popular ttleasure, and 

that the villagers of Oude were devoted' to thf' 

British Government, 
The lamented Captain Crump, of the Madras 

Artillery, in one of those admirable letters whICh he 

contributed to the Saturday Review, tell., a different 
• talc, when describing Havelock' .. brilliant tllOugh un-

supcessful attempts to relieve LuC'know. "Thric('," 
says he, speakmg of one of the affairs among tM 

mud-walled vlllages df'Dude, " did a part of one of 
the best regiments in the field charge an enclosure 
('ontaining I\. number of men, and thrice were they , 
driveh back with heavy loss." «The ~epoy8 made 
but a feeble defencc, and were speedily'driven out Of 
the "tillage. Not 1;0 the matchlock. men." Thcs~ 
lroatehlock. men, thousand:. of whom are still in arms 
against U'3, are thc Vlllagers of Oude, who rejecting 
the proffered" tenant-right" of Mr. Gubbins, follow 
the banners of those oppressive "middlemen," the 
Talookdars. 

But thc el..istence of this general rm olt is much 
more dibtinc..tly asserted by the highest authority in 
India, the Governor-General himself. 1.1 para~raph 
twenty-seven of his letter, .;tated the 17th June, 
1858, in reply to the despatch of the Secret Com­

mittee (Lord Ellenborough's), Lord Canning Sfl~~:­
"It might have been expected that when insurrection 
first arose in Oude: and before It had grown to, a 
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formidable head, the village occupants who had heeu 

so highly favoured oy the British Government, and 
in ju~tice to whom it had mitifl.tcd a policy distasteful 
to the most powerful class in the province, would 
have come forward in support of the Gov{'rnmcl1t who 

had endeavoured to restore them to their hereditary 

rightR, and with whose iuterests their interests were 

identical. Such, however, was Dot the case. So . .. 
far as I am as yet inforwed, not an individual 

dared to he loyal to the ~vernment which had 
befriended him. 1'he villagc occupal1t.::, as a hody, 

rdapsed into their former subjection to the TaJook. . " 
dar, owncd and obeyed his authoIlty as if he had 
bpen t£eir lawful suzerain, aud jOllH·d the ranks of 
those who rosc up in arms agaiw,t the BritIsh Gtlveru. 

ment. The endcavour to DE'utralizc the usurl}et!' 
and largely abused power of the 'I.'alookdars by 
rceognifling the supposcll proprIdary rights of the 
people, and thus arousing their fcdings of self-lIlte­
rest and evoking their grati~ude, had tailed uttf'rly." 

And in paragraIJh twenty-eight, "Thobe w}lOm wc 
had desired to benefit, and had to ollr thinking 
benefited, did not value the rights ~hich we had , 
restored to them, and far from "tanding- up in, defence 
of those rights, a~d in support of the Government 

whieh had beert the means of re"iving them, they 
had acted in complete !;,uhordina+·ion to the Talook­
dars, and had been no less fon"~lf(l than these latter 
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III theIr efforts to fi>ub'vert the authorltv of that 

Government, and to e~pd Its officer'1 " 

Strange perverslty of human natur<' III Ou,ie I 

Here may be seen one of t11o"e ca'1CS which prove 

the truth of the saymg so eurr£'nt among gentlcI?en 

who have "been III Indla," that natIves ean't feel 

gratitude, don't know what gratitude means. Eman­

CIpated l)y us from those tyranmeal "middlemen," 

the Talookdars, thf' VIllagers are foullcl to join Wlth 

theIr oppressors and tJ,~ndcavour to expd the11' bene­

factors. Can no 'lat);,tactory explanatIOn be glVen of 

tlll~ mysterIOUS behavIOur ~ 

• I Hnnk that U btlong hlJlt of the re,11 eXpl3jl.1utlOn, 

and I1}SO an IIldJ('atlOtl that Lord Call1nng IS not f.u 

from bound, Ie''''' nil the '1ubJ<'ct, may be found m 

the r,ame d(~patch from ,,}mh 1 11d'C lUbt quoted 

In }Jaragraph h' enty-fh£', aft cr uct,ullilg th£' 10£':1'1'1 

by wInch-a ... he hall he! II mformul-H1dny of the 

'l'<tloo1>.dar.., h,lli acqUIred or enlarged thp]]' (,,,,tatcs, 

lIlcllHlmg d('('(}<; of sale extorted from the \lllugc com­

mUllI'1("-, Ill'! LOHblllp add'- that th! vIl1.1gC'rs "lost 
but !til Ir by the aft, for the lJ1 adtcal (1 uzt10Il of prfi­

prletllJ 11 nt/Itt they had-scan ely known JJ 

There 1'> the great becret , ...... the 'IUager .. not only 

lost but httle by the act, but tilCY gamed 11 great 

deal. 'l'he framc of IndIan socwty IS mco:mplete 

WIthout the Zemmdar or TalookdaJ', a landlord who 

IS ."trOI,!!; enough to deal WIth tht' Governmpnt on 
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fair terms, and to protect the ryots, especially from 

the unUerlings of office. IIi!i relations with his 

t('llantry are controlled to a r:oIlsiderable extent by 
ancient custom and public opinion, whiII') his power 

and wealth arc in a great measure dependent on their 
good-will and on their prosperity. In faet, it is a 

complete m~l:!ttike to speak of the proprietary rights 
of the village eommnnitie!i a" if they were real • 
and valuable. 'rhe ryots of India, where no land-

lord intervl'ues between the.l and the Government, 
never have had,-under Hilldoo, under J\Iahnmedan, 
Of under British ru1c,-any substantial right hut 

.. I 

that of occupancy. No petty occlIpant 1ms eVLr heell 
able to seeurJ a fixity of termt- or of ta). 011 his hold­
ing, or to escape ii'om the additional illicit eX3vtiollS 
of Gowrnment o!IiciaJ... 

Thc villagers of' (Iude perfectly under:o.tood that 
__ Mr. Gubbills's "tenant-right" "as nothing morC' 

than the right to pay their l'CVCUlH' directly to the 
Government instead of to the rralookdar. TlIC'y k11ew 

quite well that the IJrofit.rent, which wa" 10Rt hy thl' 
'l'alookdar, was no gain to them, but fell into the 

coffers of Government; while they lo~t the protec­
tion " and eou~tenaue(' of their hl'rcditary chief, and 

were transferred to the ctlvenantcd and uncovenanted 
mercies of Mr. 'GulJbins and his myrmidons. 

Mr. Gubbins and the class of~" crack collectors" 

say t"hat the Talookdars are .' mere middlemen;" 
L2 
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Lord Canning, in hi!!; reply to the Ellenborough 

desIJatch,* objects to their being called" t1te 'Barons 
of Oude," and conveys the notion that they were lor 

the most part upstarts and usurpers. I believe these 
views to be totally erroneous, and I think they have 

been proved to be erroneous hy the conduct of the 
Jlcople of the country throughout the rebellIon. Tliey 
evi~ently regard us and our revenue system with no 

complacency, while' they look upon the Talookdars 
and Zemindars as the l,)f(l" of tlw soil and a~ their 
natural leaden;; alld for my part 1 cannot but C011-

"i(ler their title as g!)od as that of any landed 

aristocracy in Eurupe or A "ia. The abstract rights, 
the fundamental .tnd original tell un';, vf the greal; 
I~u'rol can landhol<l('l's \\'111 not hear invcstigation ;­

uut who f'. ('PO"C" to lIIv('"tlgate them '( 'Ve cannot 
aflord to have the frameworl, of hOClOty torn lJ.sunrl('r 

on ab"tract principles. We have learned .the value, 
and therefor(, uphf)ld the validity of prescriptIve 
right .. : All lauded property in the world has passed, 
or Ita, ~o pass, through that social era whcn "they 

may t"kc who have the po\\er, and tllPy may keep 
who can." Every Cosmos rises out of chaos. 'rhc 

<> 

conflicting intcrests and chi nb of sovereign and 
baron, lord and tenant, Stltc and squatter, 11a,e to 
he (!Ispo"ed of in evpry cOllntry ancI tn every century. 

'" Paragraph 2 ~ 


