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We interfered in India when tenures Wwere in a
transition state and prescription imperfect; and un-
fortunately—except in Bengal Proper, which Lord
Cornwallis’s perpetual settlement has made the most
flourishing and contented Province in India- -indtead
of confirming and consolidating the actual and sub-
stantal rights which we found in existence, we went
back to abstract principles, bunglmg and disputing
ahout them to this day, revolutionized society, ruined
the great families, and confct®d nommal rights of
ownership upon under-tenants and labourmg occu-
pants, which they had never posscssed undee $he
native Governments, and which they are incdpable
of employing®to advantage under ours.  And thus
the North-West Provinees are filled with decayed
families of rank, and with village propricters involved
in debt and inecapable of nsing, all mimpoverished and
all dhiseomtented ; while four-fifths of the land in the
Madras and Bombay Preselencies are in the hands
of beggarly cotticrs, who submit fo be rackiented
and tortored, and who hate not a hope or a motive
beyond the morrow

The Mahomedan kangs ¢f India, with a rude but
:merrﬁ)g instin::t, hac® gradually mtroduced nome
clements of stability and improvement in the social
structure. They created a class of great feudatories and
wealthy landlords between the Government and the
oecupants of the soil. The Mahratta rulers, following



150 LETTERS FROM™NAGPORE.

this example, continued and extended this system
throughout their dominions. And soone* or later,
according to the good scrvice rendered to Govun-
ment, interest at Court, or local power and influence
posséssed by the landholder, the revenue assessment
of his estates had a tendency to become fixed, and
the tenure to become hereditary.

Before the commencement of our administration
in Oude, the presenptive rights of the Talookdars
and Zemindars,—witn the exception of some of the
smallest and newest among them,—had been csta-
bliched and secured as hetween them and the Sove-
reign, but the respective limis and rights” were &till
unscttled and uundefined between different member.
of the class, and between them and their tenants,
and the tillers of the #oil. Tt was for us to confirm
all actual henefieial possessions, and to recognise or
establish cquitable relations between classes.  But,
unfortunately, there was a hankering after North-
West principles, and a prejudiee against independent
landlords, which led Mr. Gubbins and lis “lughly
cxpericuced ” coadjutors mto those fatal experiments
of restoring a proprictary right to the village com-
munities ; “the practical frmiion of which they had
scarcely known,”—or in plamn terms, which had never
existed, and which was of less than no value to the
villagers, since it deprived them of their clieftain and
left them cxposed to the underhings of office.
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Lord Canning himsclf thus gives us a glimpse of
this restorative process :— The Government of India,
pethaps with more of chivalrous justice than political
prudence, determmed at once to reinstate these pro-
prictary occupants of the soil in what were Dbelieved
to be their hereditary rights, and to restore the
ancient village communities ; and upon the annexa-
tion of the country the Chicf Commissioner was -
structed to make the setticment of the land revenue
with the proprietary occupai? of the soil, to the
exclusion of middlemen. This instruction was carried
intu execution in some districts with uynduc hagte,
harshly, and upon insufficient evidence; and ¥here
this took place, injustice was done to the Talookdars,
some of whom wure deprived of villages which? had
long been atlached 1o ther talookus, and«their titley
to which had not been satisfactorily disproved.

“The injustice might, and probably would, have
been corrected 1 muking the revised settlement, but
this does uot excuse or palhate the wrong. ™ —{Linrd
Canning’s reply to the Ellenborough Despateh, para-
graph twenty-six.)

Perhaps there s some httle ambigmity of meaning
at the beginning,

1

here, with chivalroud justice’
and “injustice,” “ wrong ” that nothing can palliate,
at the end of tlic paragraph ; but ueveremind, 1t is
clear that Lord Canning sces the crror that was
committed, and for which, it may be added, Lord
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Dalhousie, and not he, is responsible. Thz following
extracts from Lord Dalhousic’s instructicns to the
Chief Commissioner will suffice to prove the cmi-
nently conservative principles upon which the admi-
nistration of Oude was founded. *The settlement
should be made, village by village, with vhe parties
actually in possession, but without any recognition,
either formal or iundirect, of their proprietary right.”
* ¥ * “ Tt must be borne m mind, as
a leading principle, tiat the desire and intention of
the Government is to deal with the actual occupants
of the soil, that is, with village zemindars, or with
the pyoprietary coparcenaries, which are believed to
exist in Oude, and not to sutler the interposition of
middiomen as Talookdars, farmers of the revenue and
tve like. The claims of these, if they have any
tenable claims, may be more conveniently considered
at a future period.”4

That future period has arrived at last, T hope.

It is openly asserted by our well-wishers among
the natives (as, for instance, in the Hindoo Patriot
newspaper) that the truc explanation of the confis-
cating proclamation is, that the gross iniquities and
complications, caused by the l«nd settlement of Oude
directed by Lord Dalhousie, were such as could
never havegbeen set aside by a measure of less com-

* Qude Blue Book, p. 259—260.
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prehensive operation. Lord Canning’s answer per-
haps imphes as much ; but why was it not more
plamnly stated ? Reticcuce on this and other sub-
jects has carricd respeet for the late Governor-Gene-
ral to a mischicvous and misleading extent.

I beheve that Lord Canning must have been sadly
mi’ainforme{l when he stated in the despatch from
which I have so often quoted,* that ouly “a few”
of the Talookdars were * 1 presentatives of ancient
famnlies,” and that  the majm &y were mterlopers,
who by favour at Court, or by the abuse of their
official authomty, had tahen possession of Jand to {he
exclusion and deprnation of the willage proprivtors.
There has been a Mussulman monarch in Oude for
a century and a quarter, and the Nazims, Chaekla-
dars, and other great revenue admuust:ators, witd
few exceptions, have always been Mahomedans ; but
the vast majority of Talookdars and other land-
holders are Hindoos, while many of thosc who are
Mussulmen, betray, by retaming the title of Rajah,
their ¥indoo orgin and ancient 1mportance, and
their comparatively recent snbjcefiun and conversion,
But we have an unexceptlonable witness on this
pomt m Mr. Gubbius, %o frieud to tliese “ oppressive
middlemen,” who says:—“ These Talookdars varied
greatly m their ongin. Some, and the greater

]
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* Paragraph 24
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number, were hereditary heads of Rajpoot tribes
scttled i the neighbourhood — Others, again, were
new families, sprung from some Government otheial,
whose local authority hed enabled hum to acquire a
holding of this deserption.”

I conuider the Talookdars to be properly deqcml‘)od

as the lords of the soil, and the Barons of Oude;
tite greater number of them, as Mr Gubbins tells
vs, were hereditary Rajpoot chiefs , and m whatever
rude fashion some of dll of them may have acqumired
their estatcs, they were 1n legzal possession wheun” we
entered on the government of that country.
" Bit they were oppressne and tyrannieal, and
turbulent, and ground down thewr tenants and the
labotirmg population T suspect there 1s a good deal
Of truth in these charges, and that the Barons of
Ondc, the fendatormes and vassals of 1 weak govern-
ment, were not quite exempt fiom the fanlts and
faillings of the feudal Barons of Germany and England
Docs not the lustory of: these two Luropean countries
teach us that some centuris must elapse before the
great landlords can divest themeehves of the powes,
and the supposed nght, to do what they hhe with
thewr own? And yet the ok that has been ac-
comphished by these teudal oppressors and therr
descendants, has not been cutirely noxious, or sclfish,
or exclusive  But of course it 18 vgry different with
Amatics,—“ mggers ”  That T allow
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It is a singular fact, however, that a search in the
Oudc Blue-book discloses a tremendous list of
charges against the King and his ministers, and his
judges, and lis collectors of revenuc, but scarccly
any against the Talookdars. The minor members
of the class are said to be among the oppressed and
not among’the oppressors. And the more powerful
landlords are represented as heing .ambitious aifd
turhulent, frequently fighting among themselves and
resisting the Government, ‘but protecting their
tenants and dependents.  Ome of them i particular,
who is repeatedly mentioned in the Oude Blue-borks
as one of the worst of his order, “ a remarkable
tyrant,” a new man also, rcally an interloper  Dur-
shun Sing (father of Rajalh Maun Sing, who has
played an ambiguouns though not an unskilful part
during the vebelhion,) 1s held up as an example of
the benefit conferred upon the poor ryots by their
being removed from the immediate superintendence
of the King’s official collectoss, and handed over to
a Talookdar or great landlord.

“It may be curious to compare the acts of the
most celebrated Nazims under the izarah and the
amance systems. We will choose Rajah Durshun
Sing, and Agaie Alce Khan.

“ Rajah Durshun Sing taxed in equal proportions
rich and poor.

“ Agaie fears the one and rucis the other.
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“Durshun Sing was the sworn enemy to dacoits
and thieves,

“ Agaie has ever spared them.

“ Durshun Sing made for himself by oppression,
a vast estate, styled the Baivamngh, yieldiug from five
to six lakhs ; dut ruled it with the wlmost leniency.

“ Agaie, instead of seizing on landg, scized on
hurd cash.

“ Durshun Siulg, though a tyrant to al. powerful
Zemindars, was, as Nazim, kind to the poor, and
ever protected the ryot ; and above all was true to
his word in most instances.

““t'he very contrary may be said of Agaic

“Durshun Sing, in all lus innumcrable © dowrs”
or cxpeditions, shared the fatigues of the commonest
-oldier,

“The very reverse may he mentioned of Agaie’*

And from the same source is taken the followng
description of another person of the saume class, ulso
an interloper and usurper to some extent, Ramdut
Pandy :— He dnc:s much good, and is more gene-
rally csteemed than any other man 1w the district ;
but he has, "no doubt, enlarged his own landed
possessions occasionally, by wking advantage of the
necessitics of his clients, and his influence over the
local authorities of Government. ‘The lands he dves

w

* Oude Blue Book, p. 71—72.
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get, however, he improves, by protecting and aiding
his tcnants, and inviting and fostering a better class
of cultivators. He is looked up to with respect and
confidence by almost all the large landholders of the
district.”

One cannot help having some doubts whether
these usurmng oppressors are not rather more useful
and mportant in thewr generation than the “oceu-
pants of the soil” a.l “willage copurceners,” so
much favoured by Lord Dgiliousic and his North-
West officials.
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LETTER XVIL
HINDOO HONESTY.

In some highly experienced and distinguished
quarters it would be counsidered an imaginary case,
almost too absnrd for serious discussioryif any one
were to suggest that a few of the chieftains and
nobles of Oude and other parts of India, may per-
haps have been iibeml.]“).pdlords and uscful 1aembers
of society. Indeed, if we were to place our trust m
the current eapression of Anglo-Indian ideas,—as
ma'l'li?{‘s.tud in“the conversation of socicty, in a great
part of the local press, in the gencial strmeture of
our administraticn, and in the published minutes of
frovernment durmg  Lord Dalhousie’s  rule,—we
should be impressed with the belief that no native
is a good member of socicty, whatever his sphere
may be—unless it be that of a ploughman or artisan
—that all native bankers and traders are extortioners
and cheats ; that native judges always sell their de-
cisions to the highest bidder; that native sovercigns
arc invariably debauched and avaricious tyrants;
and that their ministers and gourticrs are mbre
parasites, ““ devouring the revemues of the country
and fattening on corruption.”’*¥ 1

* These elegant expressions are tahen from ope of Lord Dal-
housie’s minutes.
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I do not believe that these notions are shared by
more than a very small minority of the real Go-
vernors of India, thc thinking Englishmen of the
present day, but 1 know that these notions do pre-
vail extensively among the great unthinkmg majority
of Europeans in India, who are much more demon-
strhtive in‘:heir expression of opimons, and who
by the very force of numbers impress the natiges
with the idea that they have nothing to expect from
their foraign rulers but ill-disgnised contempt and
dislike.

I shall not attempt to estimate how :nuch of Ehe
anger, disgust, and horror, so often experienced awl
expressed by persons who have had a long official
intercourse with natives, 1s founded on justeand
reasonable grounds, and how much arwsey from thg
pride and antipathy of race, and the rmpaticuce of
irresponsible power. T will but remind my readers
that 1t is the easiest thing m the world to be angry
with vice and sin, that the greatest offenders are
indignant at the faults of others, and that the feel-
ing of indignation is merely spontancous, mstinctive,
childish, and totally barren, and devordt of all moral
effeet either within or yithout. Notling whatever
can be gained or hoped from the wholesale abuse of
a pupil race, ove® whosc manners and morals we can
never hope to gaiu a powerful anfluence without
sympathy and lofe, and whon: we can only raise by
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first raising their sclf-respect. Never despair of
human nature! Recognisc humanity in the Hindoo.
On the grave moral evil of this prevelent want of
sympathy I shall not for the prescut expatiate, taking
for granted that no omnc will gravely venture to
justify or to extenuate English pride and impatience
by pomting to native selfishness, indiffgrence, &nd
apathy. If we are to measurc our conduct by the
native standard, and to be contented if we excel them
by an inch; if we (Anglo-Saxons are not hcre as
masters, as teachers, and superiors, to rule with
temper, with charity, and with love, then indced
Iudiz will be held by the sv ord, and by the sword
only. And although it may last my time, and my
grandson’s time, 1t 1s not difficult to see that " the
oud of such an empire will be with the sword also.
But before reviewing the question in its more
serious aspect, 1 shall endeavour to show by some
familiar examples, which I bhelieve will come liome
to many a man’s consciecnce and memory, how apt
we are summarily to condemn a particular class for
some normity asserted or implied to he pecuhar to
Hindoos, and 10 form @ striking contrast with the
behaviour of the corresponding class in  Europe.
How indignant we are, how we vituperate the native
character on discovering some petty pilfering or
embézzlement on <he part of our domestic servants !
Sarely the lamentations of English housekeepers
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regarding the marvellous consumption of tallow can.
dles, and the expansion of “kitchen stuff” the
nccessity of lockmg the tea-caddy, and keeping a
key for the beer barrel, must be pleasant jests;
and the complaints of bachclors against lodging-
house keepers for levying black mail on their coals
and cold meat, were never heard of hefore the per-
formance of the farce of Box and Cor, and have *no
existenee exeept in its scenes.  Spoons never dis-
appear mysteriously except h.* India; and what is
professionally called “a put up” robbery may have
been heard of mm London, where forcign servants are
kept, but never otherwise. Courvoisicr was a Swiss,

Did you cver hear the traveller by dawk launch
out upon the marvellous, incredible rapacity’and
ingratitude of palanqum bearers, and the impossi®
bility of satisfying them or cheiting a word of
thanks by any amount of Tliberality?  Yes, you
have; and you know how somec moral philosopher
(whose mame I forget) applied the Eaperimentum
crucis by giving his bearers exactly three times
their fare, which was sulkily reecived, and a request
for two shcep preferred.  But still methinks some
ramour has reached mp of a being in a remote
island, whose favour no offerings can proptiate, (ex-
cept his exact fare, the cercmony of “taking his
number * being almultaueously performed,) and who,
unlike the humble bear er, often enforces his unjust

M
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demand with railing and sarcasm, particularly when
he can get a lady into a quict street. Shall I name
the London cabman? T beg to remark that my
experience of his nature is not drawn merely from
the pages of Punch : 1 have been home on furlough.

But what shall we say of that personification of
all that is griping, greedy, grasping, gatortionate,
eriiel, frandulent and hypoeritical, the Hindoo Sou-
car? Well, I don’t know how we should gct on
without him. He d¥als in money, a tickhsh com-
modity ; and he must try to make a profit ou evtry
tramsaction,« whether it he cashing an order or
granfing a hoondee, or clse he can’t carry on his
business long. The sources of his gains, the style
and ¥pirit of his transactions, are not very different
fiom thos¢ of FEnglish bankers and brokers, while
his credit and repuie in both these eapacitics will
be found to be not inconsiderable. But how as a
money lender?  The ordinary iuterest of money in
India is high,—there arc many sufficient causes for
it,—and if superficial yonng gentlemen imagine that
the - Soncar 18 never in straits himeelf, or at least
that he ucver has bech,—that all his Life he has
been a lender and never a hm-mwr;r,*thcu ‘young
gentlemen are very much wmistaken.  However, there
is no doubt that our fricnd knows what fonr, three,
and two per ccut. per mensem are, and prefers fomr
to two when he can get it; he knows the virtue of
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stamped paper, he loves good sccurity, and he knows
how much he can recover from mihtary persons in
a Court of Requests, and what interest that Court
will allow. Consequently he has learned how to’
extract something additional under the name of pre-
mium or commission, or some cqually sigmificant
word. Fe_ deducts the interest m advance upon
the whole sum borrowed—oli, we kunow all alout
that. But therc i1s one Eutopean vefinement that
has not, as ‘ar as I have htaid, yet found its way
into the Soucar’s busmess. The London moncy-
londer (not always of the Ilchrew macc) chamges
premium and commussion, and deducts the mterest
beforehand also ; but the IImdoo at least gives cash,
he has not yct hit npon the plan of giving half
m money and half m paving stones, pdrt wine Or
pictures,

But has the Svucar himself nothing to say regard-
ing the borrowers?  Doces he run ne risks?  Is
there not ‘an InSolvent Coart? Ihd he not once
cash a large bill on Aldgate Pump and Co., Lon-
don* Did not Tom Dunshunner write to say that
he was going to settle with all Ins creditors at Cal-
cutta, and then dawk cown to Bombay and emhark
there after all; anl three months after scll out and
retire on his pension at home?  ‘dnd I must say 1

#* | hnow one who dud o
M 2
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do like o hear of a Soucar being done occasionally,”
is the style of remark that is usually called forth by
sharp practice of this description.

Now what do I mcan by all this? T will tell
vou. 1 dow’f mean to say that the moral character
of the natives of India 1s as lugh as that of Enghsh-
men ; T don’t mean to say the class of gative ser-
varfts, of bearers, or of Soucars is as enlightened, as
honest, or as honourable as the clase of Englich ser-
vants, cabmen, or baftRers, but what T do mean to
say 18 this, that® the prevailing characteristics of the
classes in both countries are the <ame, that there 1s
nothmg abnormally or smgularly base or bad to he
geen in.the one country which will ndt be scen in
the Other, and that there is no actual or possible
gbod quality m the Englishman which is not erther
actual or possible in the Hindoo. In short, the
natives of Indin are human bemgs of like passions
and intellect with oursclves, but degraded and de-
pressed by centuries of foreign invasion, war and
tyranny, by the anti-social laws of caste, and the
effects of a ferocious though fascinating superstition.
It is sympathy that is necessary both to educe and
to render visible and sensible the good and beautiful
feclings that cxist among the natives of India; and
a kind word and gracious manuner will do more to-
wards creating confidence, truth, and gratitude, than
will the contemptuous bestowal of tﬁyn’ads of rupces,
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silhngs, or sheep. These are truisms to which all
will subscribe, but we must learn to make them
living and operative truths, or our mission i India
will never be performed. Those who will open thewr
eyes and their hearts will find no lack in this world
of honest and grateful servants, reasonable and cavil
cabmen and bearers, and even generous Soucars and
bankers.
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LETTER XVII
I DUCATION OF THL NATIVES

Tnx second century of our Indian Empue 15 com-
men~ng,—a new century and a new (ra.  We have
had many a hard task to paform, for years we
struggled for existene>y and at more than one
momentous gpoch our footiffg has appearcd pre-
carigus. We have crushed many gant dangers,
abelishud some hoimble custcms, and mangurated
some br:}hant reforms e are perhaps entitled to
an amaesty and fuli sequittance for the past.  But
yeaur by year the dovelopment of the resources, and
the social and moral wprovement of Tndia, have
called more and more mrgently for the dircet axd and
mfluence of the natives themsehs We have ex-
cluded them from power Inthato, and now our
refoms are at a stand-still, ond the reputation of
our Government endangered for want of them.  The
Empire requires vitahzation A profound distrust
m the good faith of thawr fgragn rulers has been
widely <pread, and deeply implanted, among the
uatnes of India, by the destructive policy or the last
ten years; and the behef has become general that
we arc mtent upon reapmg all the fruit of thewr fertile
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plains, and leaving them nothing but the stubble
and thie husks. To re-establish a healthy community
of interest and feeling, to enlighten and give moral
weiglit both to the legislative and to the executive
power,—the direet aid, the public countenunce and
co-operation of influential natives are rvequired, and
cinnot be dispensed with muel longer.  Lit us lose
no time in® opening the door for the admittanee of
qualified persons from amwag this mtethigent, docile,
and laborions people, 1o a ~shate 1 the government
of thewr owu country.  Thus alone can human rela-
tious be re-established betveen the two rac('a;‘tlms
alone can a deadly blow be struck at ifindos super-
stition aud ndoo stagnation.

I am not an advocate for fess, but for w:ur'r; inter-
ferenee with the eustoms and prejudices oﬁi__ the uatives.
11 1 the proper spheve of legislation, which must be
duly defined and  arcumsertbed, obstructions and
difficultics and great sociul wrongs are presented for
removal and redress, the work must be fearlessly
performed.  But this work caunot be t'ithcr'plmned
n a just and practicable inanner, or carried*into
exeeution safely and effeetnaliy, witlhout accurate iu-
formation froin native experienee, and moral support
from the agreement and cxample of mfluential
natives. BEvewn ihie flagrant and intolerable horrors
of Suttce and infanticide were cautiously and timidly
assa’led by uf and were nou abolished and penally
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forbidden, until by arguments drawn from Hindoo
religious books and favourable opinions derived from
Hindoo Pundits, we had made the idea of abolition
familiar throughout the country, and enlisied,s con-
siderable party on our side. But if our Government
of India is to be really progressive, and not actually
to lag behind enlightened native requrergents, e
ought to be prepared within a few years"to take up
such subjects,—difficult and declicate, and yct un-
avoidable,—as, for inst rce, those of polygamy and
religious mendicancy. 1 do not tlunk that such
queattlon.s can'\\ith justiee be dhistmbed to any ex-
tent, T do not think they can wufely be touched, and
T am sure they caunot be solidly or satisfactorily
disposgd ‘of, until we can bring a very considerable
and conspicuous force of native mtelhgence to bhear
upon them in our Council and in our wdmnmnstration.

Tnfortunately there arc still some pursons who
are not entirely devoid of influence and of preten-
sons to be beard, who broadly declare that the
natives Eolong to an inferor race, and are therefore
unfit-for high office ; and some others who will not
hear of natives being admitted to any position of
powcr or influence until they are conveFted to Chiris-
tianity. The cthnological question is much too ex-
tensive and too interesting to be frtated in a fow
pointed and cursory sentences.  The scale of intelli-
gence of the Iindoo and Mussulmn fribes «who
people India 15 undeniably so high, the literature,
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the arcMitecture, the laws, and the social economy
they have created so admirable, that 1t is ympossible
to draw sweeping distinctions, and comparisons to
the dis,g‘x;edit and condemnation of their right to
compete with us on equal terms. Their claims and
their qualifications and ours must be judged, for all
imperial purposes, individually and not collectively.
The Hindoos and Mahomedans of India may be an
inferior race,—or therc may be inferior tribes amr;l':g
them,—but cvery individual papive is not inferior to
every young Sparkler and every old Barnacle who oc-
cuptes a luerative place in the givil or mibitary service.
Both the ethnological and the rehigious nb_](.ctmn:.
smell most foylly of blood; and, if they were well-
founded, would be mmpablc of being scttled i in any
way exeept by five and sword, and, if pushed to their
logical conclusigns, ought to be upheld by those
ncan~ Tt has often been ipresistibly demonstrated
that f Government 1 justified in cxeluding the pro-
fessors of a particular faith from office, or ficm any
of the prileges of a citizen, and still more, if
Government is justified in using -its supreme autho-
rity and the material means at its disposal,—as, for
wstar.ce, the money raised by taxes,—for the support
of a particular religion, and especially for the propa.
gation of that yarticular religion, then there is no
possible logical ground for denying that Government
is justified m gropagating that rehgion by all con-
venient force, and in punishing apostacy and heresy
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by due and sufficient penalties. The shghtese patron.
age of a particular creed hy Government, either in.
volves a succession of inconsistencies and contradic-
tons, or leads to a stern and consisteut sytem of
sectarian supremacy aud persccution.

It 15 not among the functions or duties of Govern-
ment to teach roligion, or to teach anything. Govefn-
ment does but meddle and mar when i§®professes to
educate or to assiet in cdueation, It is the duty of
Government to protcgt.lifb and property, to cnforce
coutracts, and to offer a far field and no favour, to
all Joyal subjects. .

Cudoubtédly it is the mission and the duty of the
British nation to eihvilze and to teach our Asatic
brethrea, and it will <uffer the penaltics of its neg-
lgct,('if' that duty 1s not assisted and advanced by
every Briton to whom the power and the opportumty
falls ; but the Government cannot do our work, it
can only mar i, and retard 1it.

If a fair field to cducated natives be opened by
the Government, the best men will educate them-
selves ; education will be truly popular ; and there will
be a kindly and human feeling of obhigations conferred
and received between the 1aces. No person, no people
ever felt gra.tcfulior obliged to such an abstraction as
Government, Its gifts are loohed upon with suspicion,
especially its gifts of rehigion or education, and this
suspicion must be immenscly aggriwat@l when the
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rulers are of a different race, colour, and creed from
the subjects. But ia India we know that these sus-
picions exist in their most dangerous and unmanage-
able forms.  All these great measures of social reform
and public decency to which I have alluded must be
abandoned, and had better not be proposed or men-
tioned, if the Government of India is to be sclf-exposed
to the suspicion of aiming at the propagation or the
cncouragement of the Christiun religion.  The intro-
duction of Bible classes in the sghools supported by the
State would be a most fatal and retrogressive step ;
buy 1wy humble Oﬁiniou any connexon between the
Government and education must hamper the progress
of reform by :endermg education unpopular, and by
diseconrnging private cfiorts and national sclf-reliance.

And although not thoroughly accepted in Eudrop-,
these opintons certainly represent the general ten-
deney of the most cultivated and advanced thought on
tiese topies ; and 1t 15 a most hopeful fact that Lord
Stanley appears, by Lis late answer to a deputation
fiom the Missionary Societics, to have accepted the
doctrine of the strict rehgious, neutrality of the Stdfe
without rescrve. I wish he would go a step farther,
and accept the nou-interference of the State in edu-
cational efforts alsp.

Let the missionaries work, and let all good Chris-
tians second their exertions  If by any human
meane the natives of Iudia are to be comverted to
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Chnistianity,. they wil! convert themselves, end will
pay for-their own missionanes, as well as for their
own schoolmasters, when the proper time arrives.
That time cannot be hastencd by one day Ly~ any
act or by any policy of the State.

Cen any one seriously expect that the conversion
of the natives will be reudercd more copplete “or
more rapid by therr intermediate proasnptmn and
exclusion from the government of ther owr. country,
and from all high and (honoura.ble office in its ad-
numstration”  And have we any right from history
aud expepence to believe tha! their moral cure wonld
be aw specdy®and as complete by then conversion to
Chmistiauty as mught be hoped, and as theorcetically
it ought' to be? 'The (hristian standard of rectitude
ir, 188 1s xery high. ~But omr Engh<li judges were
corrupt, om English landlords werc oppressive for
manyl centuries after they were Chnstiar

Let the Bntish natioh according to ats comvictions,
and every individual according to hus hights and his
obligations, promote education and rehigion ; but let
th&é Goernment be confined to its legitimate functions.

But 1t 18 possible to err 1in the other extreme It
1s pamnful and disheartening to hear certamm states-
men, from some of whom we might have foped
better things, enunciating the doctrme, opposed alike
to humanity and to expedicncy even on selfish prin-
ciples, that educatlon mw India would be dangerous
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to our supremacy, and repeating the savage, stupid
cry, “India was won by the sword, and ‘must be
kept by the sword.” 1If propheis abounded in these
days; end such words were uttcred by some inspired
sibyl, or some vencrable sage to whom ¢ the sunset
of life gave mystical lore,” we should hear in them
a predlctlm of judicial blindness and of terrible
pumshment "of carnage, iorture and hell upon eawth,
the only possible results, however lang delayed, of
such unworthy and stupid in}dtice and ingratitude.
Buwi as our wildest as well as ouy most oracular
pohiticians arc but mortal men, and their Jloudest
cftusions are not in general accredifed with® amy
Pythian significance, Ict us draw no bad omgn from
their defiance of humanity, but hope the coatagion
has not extended very far. Do  these- statesmen
imagine that “‘with the sword” they can make a
world after thewr own fashion, and a human race
with stunted muds and searcd scnsibihitics, to suit
their own purposes, their own purblind hlundering
purposes? We hnow that similar fears werc *for-
merly expressed with regard fo the uluca‘mon of the
Enghsh workln‘g classes, but one seldom now hears
any one broach suchy stale, flat, and uunprofitable
higotry. Unprofitable indeed ! for it is well known
now that the wo‘rkiug classes will be educated, whe-
ther some Pobles and employers®approve of educa-
tion ®r not: and that the only way n which the
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higher classes can obiain any voice in the matter at
all is byejoining in the good work.

The American slavchelders forbid their slaves to
be taught to read ; and any deprecation, obstruétion,
or discouragement of eduecation in India would ob-
vidusly be based on the same principle, or want of

. . *.
principle.  And why are we to manifest dle gulty

. : p
feay of the unfortunate possessors of that fatal inhcri-
tance !  Why should we play the slavcholder’s part
with a,people who aré aot slaves, and who would re-
ceive any generqus gift {from vs with the most loyal
affecfon and gratitude * *Let us not hegrudge the
gift # let us not+misunderstand or slight the true
community of interest. between the wiver and re-’

L
cciver. Nobly and sweetly sings the greatest poetess
that cver hived in Ingland, aud oue of the greatest
of living poets :—

“ How to our races we may jnstifly

Our individual clams, and as we reach

Our own grapes, bend the top-vmes to supply

The children’s uses : how to fill a breach

Wath olive branches: how to quench a lie

With truth, and snute o foe upon the check

With Christ’s 1_ost conquetme hise ' why these were things

Worth a great nation’s finding, Lo prove weak
The glorious arms of Military Kin s."*

Is there no guarantee for the futurc in the absence
of all laws suppressing the free publication and inter-

* Mrs. Browning—Casa Guidi Windows.
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chauge of counsel and opinion, and in the inestimable
institution of a frce press, that elastic safetf-valve to
which England owes her present security from the
rud¥ dyranny of physical force by either people or
Government? Tt is maintained by many, with much
appeasance of rcason and with much warrant ffom
ex‘ineriencn, uthat a nation requires to he accustomed
gradually and trained to the safe use of such power-
ful means of swaying public opinion and mflucneing
its rulers ; but here is a natfoh, herc is India, abso-
lutely being brought up from childhood in the pos-
sesson of this power, of "the nature, value, and ex-
tent of which she is at present absolutely uncondtious,
and which she certainly will not he able to yse with
cffect until a long apprenticeship has taught ita legiti-
mate and prudent employment. A peopke may mx-
usc a privilege $natched by foree, or thrown as a sop
to quench thewr vage ; but when the free press 1s an
institution of slow and natural growth, 1t will be at
once an honcst informant and instructor for rulere
and subjects, and a <afetf-valve to disgorge and flssi-
pate all that violence, falschood and folly, which
ﬂmmah best 1 in forced concealment and under heavy
coercive prussure, Jfretéing, swelling, growing, gaming
strength for the mewitable explosion at last, The
Government which forbids the publication of foolish
or mischicgous opinions, furbids ‘their exposure and
deatrtiction,
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LETTER XVIII
HOW INDIA MUST BE GOVERNED.

Inniy must be governed on British princgples, aS a
paré of the Butish Empire, and not asa conquered
foreign country, the home of an mferior race We
did not gamn our vast eposseswons and virtual supre-
macy by conqucyt, in oppesition to the will of the
mhabytants, Thom 1799 to 1819, though somc of
thg princes waie jeafous and alarmed at our progres,
public opunon was very gencrally and deadedly m
our fawwur  Our only opponents i the acquisition
of those vayt provmees which constitute the Madras
Prewidency were the French, Hyder ALy, and his son
Tippoo Sultan 1 will even consent to et aside our
own native troops as mere unthinking, ignorant mer-
cenaries,—though, perha‘ps, the events of 1857-58
might teach a different lesson,—but in the invasion
of Mysore, one of our thost entical campargns, which
termmated m the storm of Sermgapatam and death
of Tippoo, our army was strengthened by tenty
thousand native alhes  In the Assaye and Argoum
campaign, General Wellesley had 5000 of the Nizam’s
Cavalry, and 4000 of the Peishwa’s troops under his
orders, whose scrvices agamnst the “Bhonsla’s gnd
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Semdial’s swarms of Maliratta horsemen were m-
valuable, 1In 1817-18 the Peshwa Bthte Rao,—
stamed with the blood of Gungadhur Shastree, a
Bralain, a guest and an ambassador,—and Appahd
Sahib of Nagpore, who had treacherously murdered
Rajak Pursojee, hus cousm and sovereign, were our
two prindipal enemies.  Both of them were regarded
with horror aud detcstation on account of these
ermes, and both of them——more espe cially Bajee
Rao—had completely lost the confidence and lien-
ated the affections of therr most *powerful officrs
and dependents, by therr mfunous proﬂlga'cyf‘ their
audl cxachons, their cowardie¢ and  vaullation.
Public opnuon all over Tudia was on our <de; and
these two monarchs met with hut httle a-supp(;r.t even
w their own families,  The ban of our*Empire was
respocted thon, "Bt botween 1816 and 1856 our repu-
tation retrograded, and our ;;uwvr Was 00t 1ncreased.
In the year 1856 we did not hold the lofty moral
position, the credit of dianterested and .impartial
motives, that we ought to have attamed, before we
deeided on such a step as the anngxation of the
klilg(lom of Oude. To perforre such an act with
the high hand, w¢ ought to have had clean hands .
and had our past dealings with other allied and pro-
tected States been voud of 1eproach, I belicve that—
excepting s‘)mc.objectionahle details, such as auction
sales &f royal poperty—-the public opinion of India
N
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would have supported and approved our policy. The
plea upon‘which the kingdom was medatized, 1f not by
the general law of nations ‘and by the terms of treaties
‘a sound and sufficient plea, was at least a true one-“the
misgoverument, or rather no-government was noto-
rious and scandalous,—hfe and property were mot sc-
cure.  DBut we weresnot entitled, (ither by"um\ ersal
ackhiowledgment of the blessings of Bnhsn rule, and
any marked contrast of 1ts superiority in our adjacent
districts, or by any complaint or appeal for redress
and protection from any class of the inhabitants of
Oude! ® use our overwhelming power for the ex-
tietion of that frendly and faithful sovereigmy.
And oyr previots and recent anncxations, on very
much’ % caker pleas, of Sattara, Nagpore, Jaloun
atd Jhaast, caused our pmofessed and proclaiined
anxiety for the ryots of Oude to” be recenved all
over India with contémpt and derision, But no
sensible person who has “been in TIndia,” cares
what the mggers think; n fact, distinguished and
expCrienced officers know that there is no publc
opinion m Indja, that the mggers don’t chink.

Lord Dalhousie dispdsed of boxeg of despatches
and reports in rare workmantike*fashion; he was a
perfect master of the system of adgnm;stmtion and
of a vast quantity of details, he was always up to
time, and made every one keep pace with himsclf:
he bad a singular facility, 1f 10t aluays fehclty, in
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writing minutes. But ke did not know the grand
imperial style; he made the bau of odr Empire
cheap by thrgatening our best friends with it; and
he *made our supremacy dreadful and hateful by$
annexing at lcast three principalities and declaring
the estinction of at least three illustrious families on
fafse pleas.*

* Yes;—-—or? false grounds were Sattara, Nagjfore,
and Jhansi anncxed ;—in the particular casc of Nag-
pore, on grounds so false th&f the whole transaction
might well be considered as nulh and void. * The
persons most nearly interested, the widowe of.tRe late
Rajah, have never ceased to protest against it, #and
to declare it null and void, to the best of their poor
ahbility. In pleading their own cause, theft* great
ifficulty has always been that they haveshever heard
what advedse eder, what objections of fact or Jaw are
set up against them. Lord Dalhouse told them
roundly cnough that there was no heir; but they
koow that there is an heir, the grand-nephew of the
late Rajah, the great-great-grandson of 'Rugﬂojee
the Second, who fought against us at Assaye and
Argaum, and paid dearly for three months’ hostility
by the cession of Cnuttack and Bevar. In conse-

* There a'y other cases, put I ment jon *he three which I have
thoroughly investigated

N 2
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quence of this young prince’s inherent right of suc-
cession hy’consanguinity, lic was, accordmg to Hindon
and family custom, chosent as a son, adopted hy the
widowed Ranees on the day of the Rajah’s delth,
and officated as a son at the funeral pile. Yet Lord
Dathousie, in his farewell minute of review,-dated
28th February, 1856, paragraph fourtce.n,mrltes .ia.s
tolléws :—“ No son had been born t¢ his Iighness”
(the Rajah of Nagpore), “ none was adopted by him ;
none, as they have theliselves admitted, was adopted
at the Rajah’s death by the Ranecs, s widows.”
This statement is peculiarly and mysteriously crro-
neeus® it seems mpossible to explam 1ts occurrenca
m a paper written by Lord Dalhouwie; for so far
from admutting anything of the sort, the Raneecs
hiwe never egased to press the claims of their adopted
son upon the Government. It 18 true that the
public processions through the oity and other cerc-
momes of adoption, and of gning a new name to
ther son, were poatpaned by the Rances,—at first
becatise with somew het overstramed deference to our
Government they did not wish to take the imtiative
out of 1ts hands, and afterwards because, until two
years had elapsed, the local author:ties actually pro-
hibited the public celcbration, probably from some
fear of a disturbance in the aity of Nagpore,—but
most unquestionably Janojee Bhonsla was adopted
by the Ranees, m the plain obvious meaning of the
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word, chosen us s son on the day of the Rajah, his
grand-uncle’s death.

I have spid that the plea upon which Oude Jras
areged was a true one, but that the plea upoxu
which Sattara, Nagpore, and Jhansi were confiscated
was false. But I am very far from believing %hat
the mlsgovemmcut and extravagance of the Court
of Lucknow, and the sobcitnde of the Homour-
able Company for the welfare of the rvots of
Oude, were the pure af sole considcrations and
induccments that led to the appropriatign of that
rich and flourishing pro.vmce,. the revewue @f which
was computed at ncarly a millionsand a half ssesling
per anmnmum.  And T cortaifily do not assert, or
insinuate, or suspeet that Lord Dalhousie®and the
emiuent gentlemen associated with himein Coungil,
-were cousciotw of the falsity and iniquity of that
pretended “ law and custom of India,” under which
the lonourable Company, setting the law of the Jand
and history and treaties at defiance, refused to recog-
nise the succession of adopted pons in the” families “of
its faitlful allies of Sattara, Jhausi, and Nagpore.
Jeremiah tells vs that the hman heart is  deceitful
above all ththgg;” sund all experience teaches that
the corporate heart of councils, whether in India or
in Burope, is ffot cxempt from the frailtics to which
the iu&iv’wiual is Hable ; if indecd self-dcceit be not
aggfavated by the absente or division of responsi-



182 LETTERSY FROM NAGPORE.

bility* I have no doubt that Lord DNalhgusie’s
intentions®werc excellent ; that his lordship and the
members of council, and the Court of Djrectors,, had

no‘objects in view but the general good of the Byitish
h.Ef.mpzre and the good government of the inhabitants
of shese newly-annexed provinces ; in short, thaT they
all deceived themsclves most sincercly and cfectually ;
but wnfortunately they did not and could not deceive
the people of India.” Native prmciples, native tradi-
tions, native prejudices, wete a»ystematioally.ncgloctcd
and dcspised ; native public npin’ on was either treated
as utter].y unworthy of notice and attention, or de-
clargds to have no existence ; until at last, when forty
years of Mr. Gubbin¢ and the North-West Scttlc-
ment,-afid ten years of active annexation, resumption.
apd confiscation, had ruined innumerable familivs of
every rank, from the prince to the substantial gentle.-
man, and heggared their retainers and  servapts,
had shattered and shaken all conservative inturests,
feehngs, and hopes, and filled the land with
mourhing,” and curses, and threats,—then one day
the storm arose aud filled the land with blood and
fire.

It took all distinguished anch cxpericneed offftials

* Some one said that corporations had nethe®bodies to be
kicked nor souls to be daemned.”
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by wurprise,-—uobody had ever dreamed of such an
event as a general mutiny of the army, as a widely-
extended rebelhon, except some few crotchety men,
regular old croakers,—eclever no doubt some of them
but aueer i their notions,—such as Metealfe, wh
set Jhe press free, but was always an alarmist ;, and
Irederigk John Shore* who scems to have really
kad some &oubts about the hlessings of Britisly rule ;
and old Sleeman, who had the most craggerated
wleas of* the native’ chargeter and of natins eapa-
bilitics, though he ought to have known bettery since
it was he that discovered and hunted down the
Thugs: and all these men had %Il.(‘ sanu:.'mi.'?chwvous,,
old-fashioged opinions about the evils of anll(:\;lti(}ll,
and of destroying the old familics, anfl about cp-
ploying natives in the higher branches nf the puhhc
service.  But, after all they did not foresee when"the
rebellion would happen, or how it woald break out;
it was merely a sort of gucs~, a vague wdea they had
picked up from some native or other, most probably
disaffected people,—old Slecman was always ¢alking
to matives, and always used to etick up for them in
a most absurd way, as if they wer? gentlemen.  So
thet really they did ot know anything about it ; nor

* Readghis glmirable book on Indifin Affairs. J. W. Parke:
1897, "
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cd they expect that a rebellion would break out so
soon. And it is 2 most extraordinary fact thai no
one has found out how or where the plet began,—or
whether indeed there was a plot. Tn fact, nolooéy
‘an understand 1t,— from the very first day of the
mutipies no one could account for them; and no-
thing can account for the rebclhon to this day,
except, Russian 1ntrigue, or Persian agency, or 4
Mussulman conspiraty, or the missionarics’ opera-
tions, particularly Coloncle Wheeler's preaching, or
the lar disciphne of the army, or a licentious pross,
—or pcrh.:xﬁs,.after all, it was‘that stupd oversight of
«the greastd dartridge,—or a little of all these causes
combmed. Buc the great seeret, and the true funda-
mgntal expldnation of the outhreak and of the hor-
rors which distingwished 1, 19 the truly diaboheal
Oricnial r:ha;acter, which assumes the wvilest and
lowest type in the races pof Hindostan,  The truth
1s that Asiaties, and particularly Hindoos, are only
to he governed through fear, the most abject fear,
ouce release-them m the s']ightest degree from that
restraint, and they bocome perfeet demons, they
revel in blood, dnd m th¢ indulgence of the most
infernal passions. \Vhy——evcr}fn(me' knows thatef
we consider their disposition even in times of pence,
and among the most respectable classy no native is
capable of feeling grajitude ; even among themselves
you never heaf of one uatne bewg‘grateful sto
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another. They only act ander two motives, self-
interest and fear ; and although of course®it is very
proper for the wisionarics to go on, and we ought
alk to, subsr'nhe to t}mlr schools and so forth, still
doubt very wuch whether they will ever do any
good.~ What can you expect from & people who
can’t feed any gratitude for anything, who postively
don’t know what gratitnde meens?  And it iswof no
use, indecd it is positively dangerous, to show them
any kindhess, because thep direetly iuterpret it into
fear. That was the way with the sepoys ;, they®were
vindly treated, and they' thought we,were afraid of
them. The fact 15, that it is quite imposssble to
ca}culate on the actions of Asiatics; they are cow ardly
and yet ferocious; they have no roaqomng powers,
but a great deal of low cuuning; they are just like
very wicked children, and they must be treated like
wicked, dangerons, mischievous children. The ou.li'
plan now is to tahe such precautions that they may
neser have such a chance of again catching us an-
awares. We shall not differ much about the p!’ccal';-
tions. Iu the first place, we milist h.n(‘ an English
ariny of a hundred thousaid mcn or cighty-five
thowsand at 18ast; a=d all the artillery, which must
be very largely :'mgm;:nu-d, must_be European,—no
native must b@ made an artilleryman, or admitted
mto our agacnah or lahoratories ,* then we must have
fortified gaols, aad strong posts with guns wherever
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more than two Enghsh officers are on duty, for
mstance, & all cvil stations, and we must disarm
the whole country, and make the manufacture and
salc of gunpowder felony, and i any natwe army'la
'to be kept up 1t should be composed of Sikhs and
fweepers 1n equal proportions, end armed with® flint
mushets , and the commandants of nalwe cor"ps
shoukl have the power of flogging, sfieoting, artd
hangimg, without any nonsense of court-martiai, and
the pay of Nuropean offeers ought to b rused,
and Yhe half batta mder ought to be done away
with at ones, and we ouglit to have forty or ffty
battglions of negives, or Kroomen, or Malays, ur
Kaffirs, and a few Ttaban or Spamsh legions, }mli
caste -(,&\-er volunteer * guards, mlitia, mxhtary
cqjonies nsthe Hulls, & &e.  But above all, there
should bt none of that conerhation palicy, no truch-
i;ﬁg to those wretched upstart Bghoos, who would
cut our throats 1f they could, 1t 1s the worst pohcy
possible to tiy to coneiliate the natives, they only
behe$e that we are afrad of them, and they sce
therr advantage at®once, and ask for more  We
ought to 1nmst on proper respect bemg paid to all
Europeans , every native, whetevgr fus pretemded
rank may be, ought to be cémpeﬁed under boavy
pendlties to salaam all English geftlemen m the
streets, ‘and 1f the wative 15 on horsebagk or m a
carrage, to dismount and $tand i a :tzspcctful wQtil-
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tude until the Kuropean has passed him* Anything
more ?

L confess, T do not rise in a very hopeful state of
mind, after reading or hearing speculations and
commendations of this nature. I do not recognise
the voice of my countrymen there. Yet thc"\rer;'
words afe gnging in my ears day after day. L think
tildy will require no comment or refutation irf Eng-
land.

* I regiet to ~ay that a magista e at Agwa disgraced Daruself
and his nation by pllbh‘i}lillg a pohice lP"‘I:IId.HtlI] totlm eflect
and vy mg to ailoiee it.
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LETTER XIX

INDIAN STATLSMANRBHIP

Decemurer , 858

Iy my last letter T expressed g ('onﬁd:nb' 01}11:1.011
that she hopelcss views of Asiatic chaiacter, and of
the necesmity of rule by fear, would not nced much
confutation m Tngland, ahhmigh m India they wor
pamfllly commonsand obtrusi

[ havg begome strongly disposcd to think that, as
a geparal rule, the.ficld of Iudian admmstration &
the very w orst trawing ground for Indian=statesman
ship Phere 15 nather the tne nor the space on
thg preseat eccasion to discuss the grigiu and mherent
cause of the deficiencws of onr distingmshed and
-experienced officei Perhaps we nught be able to
trie them to the mpcrleet «ducation, the scanty
English *intereourse, the  prematwrc  authority and
immeliate “coste distipctions, of gentlemen m the
ewvil and mibitary <&rvices, who airnve 1a India at
ages varyng fi om scvertecn to twenty Perhaps a
purcly official hite never 1s the sest gpiftre for learn-
g the art of government, and for aP;]UIrIIIg enlw ged
weas  Even m England, T doubt whether twenty
years’ experience as Gonnty-Court Judgs, opas Exaise
Commissiones, would be a good mtroduction to a%eat
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in the Cabinet. I suspect there is not a gingle in-
stance on record in. which a Sous-Préf&, howcver
long in the service and however dexterous'at his work,
hes attained fo the dignity of a portfolio, or has been
supposed capable of holding one.  And T fear that
an Indian Collector, whose duties are very similar td
those of.a French Préfet, is seldom fit to be a Pro-
Consul.

There have been brilliant c<eceptions; but I be-
bieve that recent and cortemporary nstory will be
found to confirm this rule. Sir,John Lawrence’s
vigour and <hill as adiinistrator of $he  Punjaub
were suthiciently conspicuous for many i'ca:'s .before
1857, when, the rebellion, and especially the siege of
Delhi, called forth his marvellous cnergy¢and re-
source, and gave hun the opportunity of reu’dering
senvices to the Empire that cannot be over-estimated
and will never be forgotten.  1lis natural’ and de-
qu:ircd talents arc just such as at once Nupress aua
attach the people of the country. }HMe commands
respect and obedience with a gomplete abscite of
English hauateur, and with muclt genality and open-
ness; and he never fails torrecognise the due posi-
tionhy birth or by official rauk of every native whom
he reccives asa visitor or on husiness. e is always
accessible and ralways rcliable; whatever he uuder-
takes to do is done. Yet he 15 gencrally understood
to tike the North-West cwvihan view .of revenue
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matters, and to have, at least, offered no oppqsitinn
inn the Puajaub to Lord Dalhousie’s mania for re-
suming estates and dealing directly with the oocu-
pants of the soil ;* and to prefer and uphold the
‘n'bltrary, stealthy “ Non-Regulation” -)fstem, by
whigh administrative, police, and judicial funetions
arc concentrated and confnilndefl in the Fands “of
every, official.  And lately, while firmly though
mildly deprecating the violent proposals of Lis gal-
lant coadjutor, Colonel Edwardes, he has advocated
the iatroduction of Bible classcs in Government
schools, q,na tthe‘prohibi.tion c1 religions processions,—
which he calls a mere regulation of police. These
two recommendations appear to me retrogressive and
unpringipled, incompatible with imperial "dutics and
w11(;lh a just,and consistent policy, aml tend to con-
firm the trath of my surmisc that a great admims-
“trator, abd cspecially a great Tndian administrator,
is very liable to become ‘a narrow-minded statesman.

* The following passages, extracted from the Second Pynjaub
Report, disclose the natwre of the “settlement™ which took
place during the firstsycar or two after the abolition i the Bomd
of Administration in February} 1853, of which Sir Henry Law-
rence was the president, and indjeate t} 2 oxgent of these opera-
tions  * Paragiaph 490. In the year 1852-33 the receipts
were as follows —The land-tax exlibited a slight faling off,
being 149% lakhe,” (1,497,5007) ““aguinat 1527 (1,520,0001.)
“in the previous year Ihe out-turn, however, is more satis-
factory than could have been exp «ted. 1 {he lt%uctmm- granted
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8ir Thomas Munro and Sir Henry Pottinger at
Madras, Sir John Malcelm and Sir James Ravett
Carnac at Bombay,—all of whom were meri of talents
far above the common order, and had been cmmently;
uscfol public servants in the highest secondary offices]
—haye not made their penods of government mémd-
rable bysany rei'or;m of 1mportance or by any proposed
reform , ana, n fact, all of them quite disappomted
pul')lic expectation.  This 1s_patticularly remarkable

by the setflement then i progress Le coysidergd  Tudens,
am¢ wting to suveral lakhs, had been removed 11,0.1‘1\ the shoulders
of the agricultists, and yet the loss to the Stale had byon diw
proportionaily ~hght, owing ck:(ﬂy to the lapsing of ydgheer
¢etates” Page 205-6 < Paagraph 487  The stgm of Tribute
amounts to upwards of five laths A large I’K)l%l(:h of this s
derved from the fuuddlories m the Uis Suatley States  IF wrll
probably be decreased by lapses and 1 cswmptPons, which @nl),
on {lie other hand, compensate by additions to the land-1eveune ™
Page 203-4 “ Paragraph 318 Tho statements referrmg to
Lapses and Resumptious are not in all respucts complete, 1t &
hopcd that the omissions will be rctihed for the future  The e
appear te kave been 674 estales and Y097 minor tenures erther
lapsed or reamed * Page 137 Ihich I think maPbe con-
s1dered & pretiy good cearance of merg middlanen m one year!

It was understood at the time, by {reqemytly been stated mince,
and, although the paperd have nat’tn mj hnowledse been pub-
hished, has never bee:h dented, that thic cwise of Sir Heory
Lawrence's removal+¥rom the Punjwb and of the abolition of
the Board of Administiation, was Sir Hawuy & porsistnt endea-
vours to save the Fndlords frem extinction , upon which mefsure
Lord Dalhousie was determined, and w lych S Jolin, rawed from
member o7 th® Board to be Cluel (¢ nmismione, earmed mmto
effect ”
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with reference to Munro and Malcolm, whose pre-
vious careems liad been sowbrilliant, and whosé re-
corded opi'ni(;ﬁs on many sybjects are so liberal .a..ud
jenlightened.
¥ Lord Teignmouth was an indifferent if not a weak
Yiedroy. Mr. Thomason, the late Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Agra, was nothing but a big, Collectoe.

Mountstuart Elphinstone and Lord Metcalfe seern
to me to be the only twp statésmen that the Inﬁmn
services have produced durwg this century ; “sad the
latter; though alwgys known and noted as an able
man, was, op account of his esseutial differences from
civiliat orthodoxy, deidedly distrusted gnd deg.re-
ciated by his ovder, and’ by the r‘mhan Court of
Directord; who at last virtually discarded hlm as altu-
gether unfit. to be Governor- (:rcnu"ﬂ

()n the other hand, Lord Cornwallr«, the author
of the P{-,rpt,tua] Zemindaree scttlement of Bengal, —
who both in that great measure and i his less known
ant. more imperfectly - established judicial scheme,
evineell at’ once the. wisest conservatism, and the
broadest liberality,—has never been a favourite with
the high official class of Auglo-Indians. On the
contrary, a few attempts, more or kss bold,cand
many proposals have been made by them to disturb
‘the «onstitution of Bengal ; and Lord Cornwallis is
generally spoken of as a wu]]-intentioneg, but highly
injudicious ruler, who unaer some_ visionary notions



INDIAN STATESMANSHIP. 193

of a lanGd aristocracy and a happy tenantry, hastily
committed the Government to a most unprofitable
bargain, and converted mere middlemen into owners.
At Jast came Lord Dalhousic,—thc first Governor
General who openly avowed and relentlessly practlscﬁ
a policy of annexation among our allies, and of ré-
v(":lutiomry confiscation gmong the nobles and land-
fords of the country. In his cight laboriovs years
ower he threw us back fifty’ years in reputation ;
and. an utter despair of justice aud even of a fair
Jearing in matters connected with ac:.iuisitkms of
territory and revenuc became cstablished throughout
the land. Yet he and the rebellion—which fdllowed
Ins d;:partqrc S0 'closcly, and in which his name and
his acts were so often ‘mentioned by the rebel-
leaders, *g—were wanted. A generation -had grown
up and was'planted in every: position of authority
and influcnce, which, calm- and self-complacent, h(o:-
lieved m its own mfallibility, in the inherent and
necessary subserviency of the natives, and in the eter-
nity and omnipotence of the rugulations and mouthly
returns. Lord Dalhousic ‘\\v:-ﬂ,,,ﬂ}}: civilians’ heau-
ideal of a Governur-Gencrtl realized, & Viceroy in
thewr own shdpe. a wovenanted Avatar, their Ormuzd,

¥ The Nans, Sahib Khan, Babadao, hhan, and the Rauee
ol Jhans
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as Lord Elienborcugh had been their Ahriman. He
came to push the theory. of Asiatic inferiority—a
low type of mmd and moras entailing an inferiority
Df rights,—to its climax. This theory-wothcrwiue
talled the damned nigger system—is i1 origin' and
printiple, if not in degree, identical with the theory
by which modern American slave-owners defend their
“ domegtic institution.” But in India there has been
generally moye self-deception in its adoption, mych
more disguise and reticence in its avowal : instead of
appearing in its trpe deformity as the selfish arro-
gance of racg, 1t was tricked out as anxiety for the
intergdus of the ryots, thc under-tenants, and the
lower classes of suitors in the Courts ;, delay was
advocated, and:tolal proscription disavowed, hopes
were expresged that the progress of educgtion ana
of C}mstlan principles might in time ronder natives
eligible Tor positions of trust, and so forth. The
patient was dumb, the doctors blind, and the discase
so decp-seated that nothing but violent inflammation
could ‘oring it to the gurface.

In settled times, with an independent Council and
a watchful, we}l-;ﬁfomed pubhic upinion to keep him
in the right puth,.Lord Dalhousie might have heen
an efficient Governor. There cannot be a guestion
of his talents and application, but.they were the
qualities of an adrinistrator, not of a ~tatwmd.n
He was far too able and tvo self-rchant to bc led by
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his Secrctariat or by his colleagues ih Council ; but all
his mental predilections and moral tendéncies fell in
with the cold-hearted *mechanical » bureaucracy of
Calcutts. He scems never to have had sn origina¥
thol;:ght ; in all his innumerable minutes net a sit-
gle great principle, not a single word of gené’ro:ls
faith ow genial hope enlivens the dreary waste. ~ He
i8,n0 cxample of an Fnglish statesman ; he never
acted, and never professed to act, on.English prin-
eiples. ’

" Lord Canning has yct to manifest the fitculties,
aud 10 win the fame of a great ruler. Ve have had
buf little, carnest of, the great remedial pitaspres
which are to restore the moral and material reputa-
tion of the British Empire, and to pake Queen
Victoria’s supremacy not only credible,: but. accgpt-
able throughout India. Since the first outbreak of
the rebellion, *wilitary questions have begn exclu-
sively engrossing ; and such' a fime 18 altogether un-
suited for marked concessions and changes. But it
1« earncstly to be hoped that she p:‘ecioud' and critical
days of our conspicucus and vhdigputed powerand
triumph will not ge‘lost. -I.Tnmcs: 18 (f:‘:mplcbcly
restored it would ke premature o fint or to enter-
tain a doubt tRe sjmple fyet, l.()wc'vcr‘, of no re-
forms having vet heen mstituted or publicly’ pro-
posed, st be ndted here to ilrm‘{'nt future mis-
« OTI(‘C[JtiOI\»-J '

o2
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But with the ‘exception of the Press Rostriction
Act,~—whicl his lordship is generally understood to
have rcluctantly introduced in defereuce to the
qpanimous recommendations of the Cou.ncﬂ and of
(gvery adviser at Calcutta,—I do not know of any
wmistake of consequence with which Lord Cannmg 1s
justly chargeable (111h;1g the two years of rebellion ,
while we have many reasons to be proud’and thank-
ful that an English nableman was at the head of the
Indian Government, and nqt any dlstmgulshed and
experitnced scrvant of the (,ompany But few of
that cla.s ngre.umnfected ")y the dlseased and un-
tutorea, though not unnatural public opinon, whx.-h
‘maddened by the horrors of Cawnpore and Jhant\l
called for’ all but mdwscriminate slaughter.  But few
of them could approve, or appreciate, or comprehend
the dignified and judicial spirit in which, from tlc
first, the, English statesman surveyed. the whole scene,
and weighed all its cons equences,—conscwous that he
could not give way with impunity to the passions of*
the hour, conscious that Le would be held answer-
able by his Lour}j';:fvﬂmd by posterity, for the general
ac}mn of his‘ ¢rovernment, amd for its remotest
results,

Soon aftcr our first success gt Delhs, the conduct
of many of the crvilians m power creaud 2 belief,
which was mdustriously fostcred ny the moye. defer-
mmed msurgents, that our Gevernment positwdv
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intended to exterminatc all men of rank throughont
the country. The courge of action pur;a'ued by many
of .those pﬁeers"who ‘humiliated «nd exasperated
*hitherto, now found themselves armed with unlnm:a:!
and irresponsible power* was'not caleulated to re-
store confidence ; and their severities led to the defec-
tion ofmany wavereys, such as ‘the Nawab of Banda,
a’.‘ej Sing of Mynpooric, Narrain Rao of* ®irohan,
and pthers who had not committed themselves before
the siege of Delhict Bt few of the oﬂiccrs ‘who
were placed in charge uf" the rc»oocupled tefritories
commenced steadily and*ipmly to aﬁt—‘u}b to the
teuor and spmt of the instructicns which Lokd (an-
ning, the eesponsible ruler of the country, laid down’
for their guidance; and in several ins;aflﬁcs where
mformation reached the Governor-Ggnefal, their

" # Under the special Acts XIV. and others of 1857,

_F Aftar Delln had been taken, a much Sreater uapression
would have been produced hy the news opu»:ulmw of our actual
generosity, deliberate Judgiept, agd morey, thap by®the most
evtensive promises of amnesty.  Unfoptuaately the general voice
wis for terror, and much regref we. ppessed that thedife of
the old King of Delhi had beerspromised lmn The preatest
error committed was e efecution of ihe Nawab of J hujj udand
the Rajah of Bulluprhur at Deln, especially that of the latter,
who haf Assisted Euwrdpean fugitives, and .ml-rvly oflered cere-
monial hoinage to his aucient sovercign, the King of Delhl. The
mbderate punishmentwmnd disgrace of these two ehieftains, and®
the pardn &F thoir famnilies, wotld tove had a most bencficial
agl reassuing effuet. ’
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observance had to be stcrnly enforced, and contra-
vention sevefé.:ly visited.

They know litle of the ‘actual state of Indiain
March, 1858, of the temper of men’s minds in thosc’
d&ys, they can divine httle of the hopes and specu-
latiofs of an ignorant nation 1 1ts first rebetion,
who think that Lord Canming wyas wrong memsist-
‘ing on Lucknow being assaulted and occu}?iud, before
the campaign an Rohileund was commenced. © Every
day ‘that Ixucls.now was held, and the “serablance of a
Governthent kept upr there Bv the Begum and uther.
leaders, 4dded to the chanct-s of a fres..h r(,bdhfm
breaking out m some other province, fan or pear
either in our own dommions or i those of some
natwve priice. The capture of Luchnow made what
was, deended a hopeful cause appear a losing one, and
put a stop at once to the spread of the msurrec-
tionary sprit among the people.” ¢

The Oude proclamation was wrong in 1ts terms,
wrong m bemg a proclamation at all, and wrong
m havm‘g been allowed o mahe 1ts appearance 1n an
English form ; but 1>~ as right m 1ts ntention, and

gary in its cﬂ‘"(;ct The powers claimed by 1t were
claimed for a benevolent purpose, 1cally for a purpose
of restitution, and not, as ostensly, of confiszation.
But1f 1ts actual and hiteral purport be wmsisted on,1twas
wmdefensible, illogical, meonsistent, and cox‘lrtraﬂlctor‘y
And the reply to hord Ellenborough’s condemnatory
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despatch, though offered as a defence and a solution,
only: makes the affair nfore complicatqa and more
contradictory. *So far &s the resistance in Ouder
ind other provinecs is concerned, no harm whatevg®
was done by the proclamation s and most oertmu]Sr
no effect, good or bad, was produced by the publica-
tion ofeLord Ellenbgpough’s despatch..

"I cannof but feel a suspicion that in thi>matter *
of the Lucknow  proclamation, as in the entire
uplanation of his policy and plan of scttlement’ for
Oudo and in other points, Lord C anmng,r had failed
to tlo justice_to himself,* and has suffered @ loss of
ere {ht in proportion, from'a certain delicacy aid ten-
derness in-4ouching upon the decds of his immediate
predeoessor ; and that the public is thuﬁ,d‘cprivca of
mformation and intclligence to which it is‘entitled,
und bght is withheld from the greatest dangers and
weaknesses of the Empire.

1 see no reason at present for losing contidence in
Lord Cauning ; but whether he continues to work
harmoniously with the presen2 Ministry or m;t, or if
any other rcason should \n‘gh-‘*'ﬂ_:: him from ladia
before the termination of the usual pepod, I trust he
will be replaced by another Enghsh statesman, and
not by any Indian oficial, however distinguished and
however experienced.
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LETTER XX

PROSPELI'S
Deccinber, 1858
Tur Bitsh Empwe m India must be giverned on
British primeiples, or it will -rraduaﬂv beeome  souree
of wcakn{,m, danger, and @ grace, mstead of bang
a ﬁ;ourm of “calth Lonour, an\l military strength

"1 thofi 'tle" previous letfors ‘contamn a few suzgoes-
tiong as to the causes of the rebellion whiclr will, coa-
‘ince the reason and touch the cohscrence and the
"heart of ?’n'}uy an Boglish officer, who ha: been
unabic o acezpt cither the grcascd cartridge, or the
mgratitnde and cruelty of Awaties, as adequate to
explam ¢ tremendons a convulsion.  Yor my part, |
hold the question, “ What was the cause, of the
Tndian Re}mlh{;u ot 18567 *” to be as lncapahl(' of a
concise answer ag the questfon, “ What was the cause
of the great Frene? "uyolution #”

Asid some suggestions have also been gnen as to
those practical Yeforms wlich :v‘vu].d vitahize the
}umpm' would niomote the porn went cnhghtenruent
of the people by 4 natural and soluntary’ process,
without the mt}kﬁcml and 1ll-dn ¢ dted mterference of
Govanment, and would mstitute those human rela-



. wat There czm Jheno focial SFpR
r, and ng tru¢ progress.
[he n(.-\t ten years of our rule will form a mos

itacal period ; and on the use. that 15 madeof mlr
fessoms*and of our opportummcs will depdud the
fumrc stgbility of ope Jmpire.

Il wg stilt continue blinded with tho pride and
prejuchees of race, and creed, and custom, and refuse
o postpone indefimtely all measures of jusy ('{)ﬂcilia-.
tion antl engouragemicht, 1t 1s pussibfe that peace
may be prolonged,=-though 1t will really he.duly a
truce,—and throdgh a wisc (,cmfomv, Hl\llflll Yinaneial
measures, gpd a Jlldl(‘l(ﬁlll“s PYan(]l‘tu!'C on pubjic
works, ¢he revenue mdy’ merease, and with 1t th?
waterial prmpt‘uty'and utent of the nmasuu. But
w hethen oy moral wfh snee and _power can %dm.ncr‘,
\sht'tlmr 1qglaud ran ﬂnl; ?uln{ the r_lmluuq tash
conhdcd tosher, may be mere doubtful 3 L

Nay,~—whether kng’and contnbutes ]l(.n l'ul] share
to it’or not, we may bre Sure that, hom,vu‘ ‘sc"mty
its symptoms and slo¥ 1ts mavegant at prmcut the
progress of the Indian peoplg m Lum»’hdgqh {,fﬂ‘hg
on, and will not e ase but no t]mpk\ will he given,
to Eungland ; ﬂic}uwmsa will be all 1ga]11~.t 1:‘«, ad-
erse to (JU.T*lfftl‘l“l sts and r{.(nothi):_y 1o oun famo.
\Iav that ume ucver comte whew, Tmmn heen too

seltish and mrch ss i a veied of passane submission,



w o provily yoid s,
Wty‘v’rve, apd drast to tho b b,
weanachinery. If ever =we, forgetflng onr E
,faith and traditious, .mtl dcch?ng any m,tchec
co:ftcsf adopt restrictions and Gaglent coercion, a
oppcw, Sur physwal {{wce, and our physical forde alme
to the enorrpcaus mumbers of ap-qkéned and, conpciom
]njm Fhen wil be the begipming of th end. !
%ut it shall*not be 80 Centuries must elapse, 1f
peace continucs, be{orc India cav be capable of slf.
governmeht *without retrogression , buf - et us sc
assodiate and amtate, our Igdan brethren m the
rulé of ther own cduntry, gad m‘1its political rela.
fions with qugland that they way see how the
Upteresls of each and all are comb: med <0 t,l\cv‘ whes
the: fujness of tlmo has eqmyp, ﬁl{, ~ccptrc, Im,y br
commrtied do - nu. una.c(,ut\ med * handg .and the
Bhitich Bmpre n- lpdye T&c closed with mptua
benefits atd bmt,‘]trl\ r.un;,"ml]'lh(m», aftl not with
a confused noise «nd with S qmgnt« rd]ul m hldod

Ll LD

London  Sovll wed Ldw nde Pruter Ch aulos street



