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to the Dattons or the West the: India of the past and 
to evoke an interest in the India o( the pres&lt. 

In r;onclusiqn, we earnestly and sincerely pray that 
long mil)' it be given to you to serve your country with 
the devotion and zeal you have hitherto evinced in her 
cause. 

We Reml'in, 
Slk, 

YOUR GRATEFUL FELLOW-CITIZENS. 



XI. FAREWELl" SPEECH IN BOMBAY. 

[Ddivtred in Ike rooms of lite Pretidmo/ Amleialio" 
(Jtt Marek 14, f9OO] 

MR. PRKSIDENT and GentleOlen,-1 feel the great 

honour done to me by this A~sociation in conveying 

to me their kind wishes and farewell ~reetings on 
the eve of fny departure for Europe, and I sincerely 

nppreciate the mnnncr in which the Chairma~ has 
:dluded to my humble services in :the cause which 

we have all at heart. Nothing i~spires me witb greater 

confidence in our cause, and greater faith in the future, 

than to find that educated and patriotic men in an 

parts of India, living at a Jistnnce of n thousand miles 

or more from each other, join in the same endeavours, 

nnd devote themselves to the same cause-the cause 

of It loyal devotion to the Brittsh Rule-nnd loyal 

endeavours introduce reforms nnd extend self-gover.n

ment for the improvement of the administration and 
the welfare oC the people. ThIs is the purpose which 

animates educated men in all parts of India, which 

I have visiteil withi" the last th'ree months, in Madras. 

ill Calcutta, in-Lucknow and last though not the lp.3st, 

in the enlightened city of Boml.:lY. And these endea

vours, which are always needful, are specially so at 

the present moment, when our country is suffering 

from a severe pestilence and a wide-spread famine, 

.ad when we, {be people of India, should do all we 
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can to loyally help the Government by .co-operating 

in the nlensures undertaken for relief, and by submit· 

ting our adYice and suggestions, based on our know· 

ledge of the-condition of our suffering countrymen. 

The New Governor of Bombay. 

Amidst all these disasters and calamities, you have 

worked in Bombay in a. spirit of moderation, which 

has earned for you a graceful recognition fmm the 

kind-hearted nobleman \( ho was latdy the Governor 
( 

of Bombay. You h:I.Ve chosen to (orget the "early 

I'tiistakes of his administration, you have recognized 
• the qualities of his generous heart, and you. hwe 

ptttted with him with sincere expressions of good 

wishes and loyalty. And you have extended a cordid 

welcome to the nobleman who has now come in your 

midst, and who brings with him the best traditions of 

good government-of government for the good of the 

pecple of India. Gentlemen, it is now more than thirty 

years since the time when I was living in England as It 

young student, and \vhen Sir Stafford 'Northcote was 

the Secretary of State for India. III those early days 

I learned to entertain a sincere and genuine admiration 

for Sir Statl'ord Northcote's conscientiou~ teal for the 

good of the people of India, which I have never since 

forgotten in life. I do 1I0t often use the language of 

vain compliments, but I am expressir.Jg to YI)U my 

candid and honest opinion, when I iitate that'withi" 

the last thirty years there has heen no Secretary of 
State Cot Itrtiil, NGbleman or CQ\\lmoner, CQnS6Nati.e 
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or Liberal, ~ho has worked ,\'ith a mOle sillglc-h~arte4 

devotion for the good of the people of India than Str 

St:Jlford Northcote. I am expressing tQ you my candid 

and honest opinion when I state that, great ano valuable 

as have been the services of a\l Secretaries of State for 
India, there has been no Secret~ry of State within my 
life-time who brought to the performance of his duties 

a higher and more f>incere regard for the good of the 

people. This, gentlemen, is high praise when it is 
honestly spoken, not by polltiCll.I colleagues in England, 

but by the people of India, and this high pr.:ll~e was 
won by Lord IdJle31t"lgh. And let us hope and trust, 

• this high praise will be won by his son wbom you 1>0 

cordially welcomed to these shores only the other day. 

Repr~sontation8 of the People. 

Gentlemen, you have all read the account, whic~ 

appeared in the papers, of a dinner which was giveG 

to Lord Northcote on the eve of hiS departure as 

Governor of Bombay; and you have all read the 
speech which the present Secretary of State for Indi~ 

made on that or.casion. Lord George Hamilton \Vas 
good enough to refer on this occasion in co\nplimentary 

terms to m~ Presidential spe~ch at the Lllcknow 

Ctmgress in l)ecemher last; and if his Lordship some

what misapprehended OUf aims and aspirations, I do 

not wish to dwell Ofl the fact on this occasion. Our 

aim and our' aspiration under the British Rule IS not 
to ch~nge the ipresent farm of Government, as Lord 

,Ge~tg1: Hamiltotl supposed, bitt .to < maintain all'll 
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strengthen the present synem of GoveTl'\ft)ent by po
pular support Ilnd by some representation' of popular 

opini~. I wish on the presetlt oCCllsion rather to refer te 

the other portion of Lord George Hamilton's speech, 

in whicb hie Lordship urged on his Ellcellency, the 

new GfJ\'erltor of Bombay, to consider the represent

ations of the people in a generous and liberal spirit, to 

reject them when they ar.t: impr:u::ticable, and to accede 

to them when they are practicable, and moderat<t. 

Gentiemen, jf we could ptesume to gi\'e any advice to 

his ~xcellency, we would couch it in the very ~me 
"<M'da ;-C<m-side!" the represftntations of the people ih , 
• li\'era\ and generous spirit, reject them when t\rey 
are impta.cticab1e, accede to them when they are reallOt\ 

able and moderate. Our complaint in the past nas 
been that our representations, whether reasonable or 

anreasonable, have not been heard Ilt all; that the 

Government has heen guided entirely by official opinions 

wbich WI!2'-e St:lmetimc! sound and sometimes influenced 

by' causeless panic; and that the most moderate and 

practicable representations of the t,eople "have received 

virtually no hearing and no considerntion in the work of 

administratiQu performed ostensibly for the good of the 

people. 

Executive Counoil of Bo.mbay. 

What a.re our representations ~ It is not possible for 

Il\e tbis ew=rrlng to ellumer.ate them ali ,,!thin the time 

~ my dispoeal bull "ill mention a few to indicate their 

~j(t and tacH- p.rpQtC., You ha~e in this' Presidency -an 



ElCecutive <;,outtcil fonned of trained and experienCt"d 
E.~lish administrators who lleip the GOYemor by t~jr 

ad\,\(.'e and deliherations in the atfuirs of tbe State. Oat' 
hamble representation is, appoint one experienced, and 
moderate Indian in that Council to represent the views 
()( the p~le, and specially to represent the interests of 

the milhon! of cultivators and tbe industrial population 
wbo fo.rm the bulk of the people. Thi, would be no! 
introducing a new form of Government, but Itrengthenillg 
the present system of Governm~nt by bringing it in ,touch 
with the people. This would be, not taking away the 
COntrol of affairs from the hands of the pt"esent ru!ers j • but conceding to us a humble share in that control, 50 

that our opinions may be heard and our views represent
~ i1l thl1t secret Council Chamber which sha~nhe 
destiny of the nation. Is there any Ruler of Bombay 
.... ho ",,(WId not feel himself better informed AAd more In 

touch with the people if he had by his side an experienc
lid representative of the people to help bim and advise 

hitn in the management of the affairs Gf tlle people? Is 
then: an, (iovemor of Bombay who would Ilot feel bim
'Self stromger for 'Such adVice lind support at aU times, and 

~pecinlly in times of famine and pestilence and panie ? 
AtII!Cll if this is 1 moderate and reasonable and practicahie 

suggestion, m~ we not expect that his Excellency the 

1pl'..esent G"ernor of Bombay will Dl!ld it possible witm.n 

biB· ~na 'Of ofiiee t'O considltt Tt. in tbe words 'Of Lor4 
~ ,Hami1ton, in a liberal mel ~enero~ spirir~r.~q 
-maloe .hie rule both strDllFZ aad more pOplliar by a~d· 
ing to it ? 



Legisla.tive Council of Bombay-• 
You have in this Presidimcya Legislative Council, 

partly coosisting of memhers (:Iected by popular bodies. 

The oPject of this electi\'e sY$telD was to ohtain spflle 

real representation of poplllar opinion in matters of 

legislation affecting the well-being of the people Those 

,vho have watched the legislative work of the iast seven 

yer.rs will oe unanimously ,of opinion that the admission 

of elected IVembers has improved the work of the 

Councilp and has secured. a more careful consideration 

of th~ views and wishes of the people, at least ih the 

minor details of the laws which are enacted. All that , 
we ask for now IS that after seven year~ of a successful 

experiment the principle may be extended furthpr, and 
that every district in the Province may be represented 
in the Council. Indian dIstricts are so vast in area, so 

varied population, and present such a vanety of condi

tIons of agriculture, industries and trade, that some 

representation of the local needs and circumstances of 

each district is necessary for the purposes of good 

administration ann useful legislation. We have no objec_ 

tion to a corresponding increase in the number of official 

members, but we desire thrlt each district may have a 
chance of ht"lIlg heard 'through it~ own 11.ember hefore 

Legislative Acts are passed. And if this r,e a moderate 

and reasonable and IJracticable suggestion, may we not 
expect that his E"cell~LfCy the Gcwernor may take it into 

hi$rI~)lorable consideration, Md may even 'find it pO!1sjltle 

lO-:J,g.i:ve. plulja.\ ~ft'ecU:o it l1e(~re ,be lays dOlvn the rei~ 
.. f ndministr:uion ? . . . 
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Sepa.ration of Judioial and Executive Servicea • 
• 

You have in this Presidencr. gelleraHy in each dis-

tfict a Judge who is the head of important judicia! work 

and a Collector who is the head of tilt. revenue and 

executive work and of the police. You have asked 

·that the whole of the judicial work ue placed under the 

Judge, and that no portion of it he kept under tbe officer 

who is the head of the executive and of the policp-. 

You have represented that to place subordinate Judicial 

officers under the officer who is· the head of the r~lice. 

Aot only leads to occa&ioual failure of justice, but oftener 

leads to the suspicion of i'ljustlce, which, in a country 

like India, should not be tolerated. Is there anything 

unreasonable in this prayer? Do llot the highest judicial 

authorities in England, mcludl11g men who have had 

long experieocl;! of Indian adlllilllstration, condemn the 

present system and demand a separation of the J unicial 

and executive functions as perfectly feasible and likely 

to be beneficial in India? And may we not expect 

then that his Excellency the Governor of Bombay, in 

accordance with the sound advice of the Secretary of 
State for India, will give a favourable cosideration to 
this representation of the 'people, and mark his admints

tralton of an ~mportant Provinc~ of India by giving 
dfect to this re~resentation ? 

Admission of the people to the Higher Servioes. 

You have id tOi3 Prov'oce, as elsewhere 10 IndIa, 

tR~ higher ral)ks of all th~ Civil Departments of the 

State filled ull~er a s),$terll, wbicb viitullly e~chadc:s 
- . 

12 
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tht: people of India from getting R fair ~)are of the 
aPl1oilllmcnts. 1 am lIot speaklllg onl) of the great 

Civil Service of India, but of all l><:rYlces-the <:duc'l

tional service. the medical service, the police serVice, 

the engineenng s<:r\'ICe, the post and telegraph services, 

tile jail and forest sernces- all the great 5('rVllt:~, of 

India, By a system of exclUSIOn, unexampled ill the, 

)li8tory of allY ci\'ll1sed country in ancient or modern 

tllnes, we, the people oj lndla, are \'irtually exclud.d 

from the higher ranks lIf these services, and all the 
( 

higher appoilltments in these sen'ICeS, harring a very 

small percentage, are held by Europeans. 1 have ~ajd, 
• this is a state of thing'> 1111<:xumpled in the history of 

any ciVIlised country, lor I C.tll call to mind I}O iust:lllf'f>, 

in ancient or modern history, in which the rulers of a 

civilised and great country so entirely excluded the

people of the country from all the higher ranks of the 

civil adminislratioll. The British nation do not deSIre 
thi& act of injustice to be perpetrated and continued. 

Her Majesty the Queen-Empress has declared ;n the 

most solemn manner her desire to admit all her subjects 

to all offices without distinction of race, ca~te or creed; 

and yet the rules of admission to the em\ services have 

been framed so, as to 'virtually exclude I!.:; from holding 

a reasonable shar~ of the high appoid.lhents ill our 

own country. From a parliamentary return issued tn 
1'892, it appears that nearly one-fifth of the revenues 

of India went III the payment of salaries' to Europeans 

drnwillg more than a thousand rupees a year. YOIl. 
h.\'il: asked tha~ thiS" unjust and ungenerous rule 0(. 



eJtclusiou sholiid be modified) aod that after ~e h .... 

l>et:n educated for three generatl~ns In English sdtoo'
and colleges, we may now be permitted, under more; 

equltlble rules of admIssIOn, to have a falc share of 

lbo~e appolOtments for wtllen we have proved our fitness: 

Is tlJl~ rt:presentatlon unfaIr or unreasonable? If they 

\,le IJOt SO, If they be reasonable and moderate, maY' 
we not expect IllS Excellency the new Governor of 

Bombay WIll slgnah"e IllS adnunistratlOn by modifying 
the present bYbtem of excluslv\J, and admJttlllg ~s to 

a falf share of those Iugh apPolUtments to 'whlch our 

clallll IS recogDlilOed by our Queen ,\nd SovereIgn? 

Behef to CuU;ivators by moderate an.d 
:fI.xed Land Assesaments. 

Hut, gentlemen, I turn from these and many other 

subjects, on whIch you have from time to time SlIbmltted 

your representatIOns to the Government, to that vdster 

l>ubject wlllch IS at present engaglog the attention ot his. 
Excellency, the poverty and dIstress of the agriculturaL 

population, and the famllle which IS del>olatlllg Westem 

IndIa at the present moment. If there IS one subject 

whIch should be above the sphere of party controversIes. 
and should ap[.l!u\ to the humatllty of all, It IS the subject 
of those famJn~ which are desolating the country so 

frequently in r.ecent years. And If lilly of you, gentlemen, 
have vis.lted relter centres as I have recently done, and 

seen hundreds 1nd Lhousall'ds of starvIng and tottering 
wc:n I\nd womeD, our brothers and our sisters, crawJmg 
~Oi the roadS, feStini under t~e •• l~iDg down on th., • 
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",ayside perhaps to die before the hal\d .pf relief cart 

reach them, you will have felt, as I felt, that this calamIty, 

this overwhelming scene of human suffering and distres,> 

and death, cries to Heaven for a permanent redress. 

The way in which a permanent redress can be provided, 

and the cOlldltlOll of the agricultural populalion ot India 

can be improved is not unknown to the authorities. In 
Provlllces Itke Bengal, where prtvate zemind.us make 

their own arrangements WIth ryots, the cultIvators do net 

pay lJ10re than one·sixth tIll gross produce of their lauds 

as rent, and in many dIstrIcts they pay a still more 

moderate rent. In parts of India lIke Madras and 

Bombay where the Govemmcllt is virtually the landwrd, 

the land-tax is screwed up to something near one tlllTd 

of the gross produce, and the peasantry is necessar;ly 

reduced to poverty and indebtedness. In Bengal there 

is no such thing as enhancement of rents except on ver} 

stron~ and eqUItable grounds which landlords have to 

establish in Courts of Justice; in Bombay and Madras, 

every recurring settlement means an enhancement of 

the land-tax, and this ullcertalllty of assessments para
lyses agricultural industry and Impoverishes the peasant! y. 

In Bengal I have known the cultivators of entire dIstrIcts 

fall back on thier past savings in years of fJiluTc of crops; 

in Bombay and ~iadras there are no suc!lPsavmgs to fall 

back upon, and every year of bad harvests is a year of 

famille and of deaths. These lacts are not unknown to 

the authorities, and able and distinguished administrators 

have from time to time suggested the true remedy. Ai 

rar baok as 1862, Lord Canning proposed a permanent 
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settlement fot all India; and if Lord Canning ha.d lived 
five years longer, hil proposal would have been acted 
upon, and famines in their present intense and disastrous 
forms would have been unknown. Lord Mayo and 
Lord Northbrook placed on record their view against 
frequent and harassing surveys and settlements; and 
actlllg on their suggestions, Lord Ripon finally proposed 
a modified form of permanent settlement which seemed 
to meet all. objections and to provide a satisfactory 
solution to the whole question. , Lord RIpon c1aimjd for 
the State the right to enhance revenue in the future on 
the ground of a rise in prices ~ but he assured the 
cultivators against recurring settlements and against all 
enhancements except on this one equitahle ground, 
Gentlemen, this equitble solution was accepted and acted 
upon in Madras, and I am informed, also in Bombay; 
but Lord RIpon left India in December ]S84, lind hig 
wise deCision was vetoed by the Secretary of State for 
India in January ]885. And India has thus once ·more 
been plunged into another era of uncertain assessments, 
frequent enhancements, agricultural distress, and disas
trous famines. We appeal, gentlemen, tp the new 
Governor of Bombay, who comes in our midst with the 
best tradltlon~ of good government. to fix a moderate 
limit to the lan\-tax, which in Northern India does not 
exceed ten percent. of t~e produce We appeal to him 
in thiS year of famine aod distress to extend to us that 
relief whIch it connected with the names of Canning 
and of R tpon, and to proclaim that in districts which 
have been once' surveyed and settled, and in which most . . 
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of the cultivable iands are under cultivatio~, there shaH 
be no furtber harassing surveys and settlt-ments, and no 
enhancement of rents except on the \iole and equitabte 
ground of a rise in prices. Gentlemen, 1 thank you once 
more for the cordjal welcome you have gi';en me and for 
the kind farewell you have accorded to me. This time 
to-morrow, I shall be on the sea on my way to Europe. 
but wherever I may be, your aims and aspirations shaH 
he mine, your endeavours shall be my endeavour'l, and 
we shall work for a co .. nmon p.urpose and a commOl\ c , 
object-for the happiness and prosperity and good 
lovernment of our common motherland. , 



XII. MAHA-BHARATA, THE ILIAD OF INDIA. 

(P''.Per read -be/ore tlte R(l)'111 S()(idy oj Literature, 

L01ld(JfI, 01t Jime r 4, 1899. Mr. Bl'aOro()k, C. B. 

presiding. ] 

AMONG the many brilliant discoveries h1 the different 

departments of human knowledge (or which the present 

century will al \\,ay, he rcme.-.hered in the history of 
mankind, the dis('ovene~ in the sphere of Arr.h~()logy 
and Ancient H IbtOfY are by no mean~ the least Il1'Illinnt 

• • 
or the least 1Illportant. The successful researches o( 

scholars and explorers in Egypt and in Babylonia, in 
India and ill Chinn, have effected a complete revolution 

fn our kl1o""leoge, hllve wIdened the horizon of human 

history, and have broadened OUI' ideas of the riestiny of 

the human race. Ther are not a few of U~, present here 

to-night, who were taught in ollr eally school days to look 

(or the origin of human civilisation, of philosophy, arts, 

and religion, in the annal~ of Gleece and Rome, Ilome 

six or seven hundred years before the birth of Chri.;t .• 

But we have reI/Hied these early Impressions, and we 

now trace tl~ origin of cil/ilis:Hiol1 from a period, not 

some hundce~ears. but SOhle thousands of years before 

the hirth of Christ. It al!U0st Seelt/5 as if an impenetrable 
nlist which bounded the horizon of our knowledge odS 
suddenly Jift:d. and beyond that mist, which marked 
the utreme limit of our historical knowledge. we now 

perceive for tl)e first time IQng vistas of human civili$atioQ 
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stretching back through endless cycles and ,ages. This 

wonderful extension of our historical knowledge, almost 

within our lifetime. may be not inaptly 1:ornpared to the 
experience of many a traveller who visits lofty mountains 

f6r the first time in his life. It of tell occurs to a traveller 

in the Himalayas, as it occurred to me some t\Yelvc years 

ago :It Darjeding, that during the first few d:lYs of hi!> 
yisit he sees nothing before him but the lower ranges of 

hills, rising to a height of eight or ten thousand feet; 

and he admires these g7aceful ranges itl all theIr wi ld 
\ 

heauty. Suddenly one fine morning the mists clear up, 
and the I traveller turns his admiring eyes from the Imler 

ranges, which bounded his horizon before, to the loftiest 

mountains in the world-Ihe wonderful peaks of the 
snolv-covered Himalayas-rising 10 a height of 2'3,000 or 

2'9,000 feet. The fir5t sight of this lofty array of 
stupendous peaks strikes him speechless with wonder, 

and creates in him, as it created in me, an impression 

never to oe forgotten in life. It is with something like 

this feeling f)f wonder that we turn from . the civilisation 
of Greece and Rome to the hoary antiquity of Egypt and 

Bah~IQI1. of China and of India, which has now been 

revealed to us. 
So far as we knolV no\v, the edifil~e of human 

civilisation was first reared in these four ~if.ed lands, and 

curiously enough it was reared bv the four great families 

of men of the old world. The ::)emitie race developed 

their earliest civilisation in Babylon, the H~mitic race in 

Egypt, and the Turanian race in China; and the great 

Aryan race who 09" rule the best portions of Europe 
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Asill, and America, developed the earliest form of their 
civilisation in Indi a. 

The early civilisation of India must necessarily have a 
greater interest for al\ of us than the civilisation of other 

ancient countries not only because India and England 

are at the prese"t moment bound together by political 

ties, and are proud to own the sovereignty of the beloved 

Queen whose eightieth birthday we have recently 

celehrated, but also because early Aryan thought and 

culture mllst always have a de!per interest for all ,Aryan 

nations. We cannot fix the earliest date of Indian 

civilisation, but we know from rec;'prds which have been 

unearthed in Babylon and Egypt, that some two or three 

thousand years before Christ, a Sanscrit-speaking nation, 

i. e. the ancient Hindus, lived on the banks of the Indus, 

and exported cotton and other product'> and manufactures 

of their land to Babylonia and to Egypt. Fot many 
centuries th(! HlIldus lived in the Punjab, and it was 
there that they composed these beautiful hymns in their 

beautiful Sanscrit language, some of which are still left 

to us and are known under the collective name of the 

'Rig Veda.' The period during which the Hindus lived 

in the Punjab is therefore known as the Vedic Age, and 

extended fn'm some unknow~1 date, two or three 

thousand year)before ChrISt, to about fourteen or fifteen 

hundred years before the-Christian PTa. 

But to-nj~ht J wish to speak-not of the remote 

Vedic Age-but or the next succeeding age, the Epic 

Age of ancie}1t India, extending from fourteen or 

fifteen hundred years B C. to about a thousand or 



d6 MAHA-BHARATA, THE ILIAD OF INDIA. 

eight hundred years B C. You will, thet¢(?re, pereeive 

that the Epi' Age of India partially corresponds in 

poi1H of time with the Epic Age of Greece, and that 

the great war of the 'Maha-Bharata' was contempo

raneous, within a century or two, With the Trojan War. 
But while the Epic Age of Greece was the very irifancy 

of Greek ci,ilisation, the Epic Age of India IS a com

pailltively recent period of Indian history, and comes 

after a long period of :In anterior and remote civllic;a

tion. , Indm was old in ilcr civilisation in the eltNcnth, 

twelfth, and thirteenth centuries bl'fore Christ, when 

Greece was in her e~rly infancy, receiving her first 

nourishment from the East. 

In this Epic Age, extending, roughly speaking, from 
1500 to tooo Be, the whole of Northern India had 
attained a high state of cI~!llsation, and was parcelled 

oat into small state, and klllgdoms, flourishing side by 

side, bound together hy a common lanc;uage, a common 
civilisation, and a common relIgion, and thus forming 

n great confederation of cultured Bindu nations. 

Among these nations there were four which distinguish

ed themselves above the rest by their prowess, arts, 

and civilisation. Two of these nations, the Kurus 

nnd the Panchalas, lIved along the uppel course of 

the Gan~es,. and their great war is ce:!~prated:n the 

great epic, the 'Maha-Bharata' ",hil'h may justly be 
called the IlIad of ancient India. Two other nations, 
the KoqalnG nnd the V·del1!I~, lived in the tracts of the 

country nO\v known as Qndh and North Behar, and 

their supposed <l:eedl Ilre celebrated in another old 
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Indian epiq, the' Ramayana,' which may be called tbe 
Odyssey of ancient India. These are the two great 
epics of ancient Indio, and it is of the first or theM~ 

the Iliad of India, that I wish to give a brief account 
to-night. 

The 'Mahn·Bharatn' is a vast and encyc!opredic 

work, and is, in fact, the ~rowlh of ages. Its subject 
is n great war of the Kurus or Bharatas-henr.tl the 
name I Maha-Bharata,' which means the !lrent Bharata 
nation,-and the nuthorship' of the work is ascjbed to 

to a saint, Vyasn, who is suppposed to have lived I\t 

the time of the war. But a9parently the work has 
grown with the lapse of centuries. !;;ongs and baHads 
telating to the war were composed and recited in the 

courts of Northern India during the centuries immedi· 
ately succeedil~g the event, and thu~ the. war became 

the centre of a cycle of poems, traditions, anti legends, 
a thousand years hefore Christ, even as Arthur and 
Charlemagne became the centres of legends alld song .. 
in Europe n thousand years nftf'T Christ. The repl 
facts of the war were obliterated by age; legendary 

or mythological heroe~ became the principal actors, and 

thus an imaginary account of an historical event grew 
up and beclPme the national epic of the great confedera

tion of anc'nt Hindu lIations, Every succel'dll1g 
generation of poets had. something to add, every distant 
nation of Northun India interpolated some account • of its deeds in the old national chronicle, e\'ery preacher 

of a new creed sought to have in it some sanction for 

the truths b~ promulgllted. Legal iodes and rules of 
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caste were in"terpolated, and all the fio:\ting mass or 

tales, traditions, legends, and myths, for which ancient 

India was always famous, found shelter under the 

expanding wings of this wonderful epic. By the first 

centuries after Christ the epic had gro\Tn to nearly it!! 
present proportions, a poem of over ninety thousand 
couplets, in which the crystal rill of the epic. itself is 

almost lost in a sea-like delta of religious aud didactic 
episode~, legends, and myth~, tales and traditions. 

To.- aucient Indians trlis storehouse and enCfclo
predia of Indian thought and tradition was suit:tble 

h~cause it was the stl,ldy of their life·time But tile 

modern reader has a wider field of knowledge and a 

greater variety of subjects before him; he has to ecc

nomise his time and to arrange and claSSIfy his subjects; 

and in order to judge the great Indian epic he has to 
sift It from the mass of superincumbent matter ill which 
he finds it embedded. Fortunately this is still possible. 

The leading incidents and characters of the • Maha· 
Bharata' are still clearly discernible, U1)injured hy the 

mass of foreign matter in which they lie covered, even 

as the immortal marbles of ancient Greece and Rome 
remained embedded in earth or amidst ruins for cen· 
turies, alld have now been recovered, altd form the 

most valuable treasures of the museum.JJ of modern 

Europe. It is in this manner th:;>t the leading story of 
the Ilncient Indian epic has to be recovered, and to be 

c 
judged as an epic, lind as a work of art. 

Judged in this way the Indian epic will be pronounc. 
ed one of the grea~cst works of art the hum~ll mind hal 
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ever conceived. And it is in that highest form of 
• 

art-the delineation of human character nnd the de-
vt'lopment of human incidents-that the 'Maha· 

Bharata' takes its pre-eminent place among the master 

works of the world. No work of the imaglllation, 

except perhaps the Iliad, is so rich and so true as this 

Indian epic in the portraiture of the human character 

-not in torment and suffering as in Dante, not under 

strong ~nd overwhelming passions as in Shakespeare, 

but human character in its') calm dignity, in healthy 

action and in healthy repose. " 

As we read tbls venerable, ancient poem, the first .. 
epic of the Aryan race, the characters live and move 

round us, act and suffer amid us, distinct and lifelike, 

and With ull the simplicity and truth of ancient life. 

The old monarch of the Kurus, sightless and feeble, 

but majestic in his ancient grandeur, i~ thp. Priam of 

the Indian Iliad. The venerable Bhishma, righteou~ 

and truthful and unconquerable in war; the doughty 

DrolJ:l, a warrior priest and a Brahman fighter; the 

proud and fiery Kama-each of them has a distinct 

character of his OIVO. 

The righteous and pious Yudhishthir. the stalwart 

and" tiger-V4lIisted ., Bhima, and the accomplished and 

.. helmet-wea"ng " Arjun, are the Agamemnon,' the 

.Ajax, and the Achilles of the Indian epic. The Kuru , 
prince Duryodhan is proud and jeaious, vindictive and 

) 

relentless, and as a character of flesh and blood. as a 

man of undymg hatred and unyielding determination, 

ha5 no superior in the epic of flny _ nation., AIlQ 
• 
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1):rishna possesses a cbaracter hIgher thAn that of 
8 

Ulysses; ullmatched in human wisdom, ever strh'ing 

for justice and peace, he IS unrelenting In war when 

war has begun. And the women of the Indian epio 

passess characters equally marked and pronounced, 

The stately and majestIc. Kuru queen Q,Uldhari j the 

ootlOg and lovlllg mother Pntha; the proud and scorn

ful Draupadi, nurslIlg her w(,tth till her wrGngs are 

fearfully revenged j and the imght and brilliant and 

sunny Subhadra-these :';' e dlstlllct images pencilled 
( I 

by the hand of a true master III the realms of creative 

imagination. 

Such is the opinion which IS formed from the lltudy 

of the epic as an epIC, separated and recovered fcolll 
the mass of foreign matter in which it Ites embedded. 

I may perhaps be permitted to mentIOn here that 

1 have myself recently ventured to attempt this task, 

and to translate Illto Enghsh verse thOStl portions of 

the 'Maha.Bharata' willch narate the leadlllg incidents 

of the real epic. My plan is very simple; I have added 

nothtng to the ongl\lal, and, except It1 the descriptton of 

the actual war itself, I have condensed very httle. ~ 

hAve SImply selected those passage!! whIch tell the 
le3dtng inCIdents of the epIC, sepulated t/llem from all 

epIsodical matter, and have placed thd 1 before the 

Engltsh reader m an English met.re wlJlch best preserve. 

the rhythnllcal movement, the ,weep .and majestic flow 
of the Sanscrit Sloka. I have generaUy rendered eaCR 

Sunscrlt couplet into a correspondlllg English couplet, 
tju:r.eoy lllakiJlg ,nly tranSl~11011 tolerably {l\itl.tful i b4II 
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I have not attempted a literal, word for word transJatinn. . . 
hut have rllther, sought to convey the SpIrIt and the full 
Import and significance of the origin~l in my English. 

vcrsion. I may be pardoned for making these few 
remarks about my own work; it was necessary to do so, 
as in the brief narration of the story of the epic which 

I ~lll about to undertake it will be necessary to read a 

few pauages from my own translation. I may add that 

while the -selected passages which I have translated 

VIrtually tell the story within th3 reasonable limit of about 

2000 English couplets, instead of 90,000 couplets~ as III 

the original work. WltI! these remarks I uow turn to the 

story. 

r<\.ccording to the epic, Pandu was the king of the 

Kurus or 13haratlls, but died early. His hrother Dhrita· 
rashtra became king, and brought up the five SOilS of 

P,lndu along with his own hundred sons. The jealousies 

and wars between those cousins, z: e between the five 

SOilS of Pandu and the hundred sons of Dhrita-rashtra, 

form the subject of the epic. 

Yudhisthir, the eldest son of Pandu, was II man of 

truth and piety. Bh,ma, the second son, was a stalwart 

fighter, and, as I have said before, is the Ajax of the 
poem. ArjUl', the third son, is 'the hero, the Achiles 

of the p'O'em. <, On the other side, Duryodhan, the 

eldest so"n of the Kuru king, \H1S renowned for his , 
strength of char:lcter and his undying hatred for Ills 
cousi.ns. 

The pdD(:es were all instructed in arms, and II great 

tournament was held, in which the five soos of Pandu 
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and the hundred sons of Dhrita-rashtra showed thei\' 
proficiency in arllls. Arjun, the third sdfl of Pandu, 

excelled all others, until suddenly an unknown wardor, 

Kama, entered the arena, and then Arjun met his equal 

and his lifelong rival. The rivalry between Arjun and 
Kania is the leading thought of the Indian epic, as the 

rivalry between Achilles and Hector is the leading thought 
of the Greek epic. 

I will ql10te only a few lines describing the first 

advent of these great ~I\'als-the real heroes of the 
epic..1 on the field of tournament. 

THE ADVENT OF ARJUN', 

Gauntleted and jewel.gll,\lled, with IllS bow of ample height, 
Archer Ar)un, plous.hearted, to the god~ performed a n,e , 
Then he stepped forth ploud and stately III his golden Ill'lll 

enc,lscd, 
Like the sunlit cloud of e\'ening with the radiant rainbow 

graced; 
And a gladness stirred the people all around the listed plain, 
Beat of drum and t,lare of trul11pJt ruse With Sa1lk/uz's festl\"~ 

stram I 
"Mark the' gallant son of Pandll, whom the happy Pritha bor(' ; 
Mal k the heir of India's pi 01\ ess, matchless in his arms and 

lore; 
Mark the c1l1efof dauntless valour, peerless in his skill of arms; 
Mark the prince of staInless VIrtue, decked With grace and 

vaned chal ms !" 
Pntha heard such grateful accents borne aloft unto the sky, 
Milk of love suffused hel. bOSJ1l1, teal of py IW~ In her eye! 

.* • • • • 
Now the voices of the people <hed away and '~il was still ; 
Arjun to his proud pleceptor showed hiS mIght :LOd match-

le~s skill, 
Towering hIgh or lowly bendmg, on the turf 01' on his car, 
\Vith hiS bow and ample qU1\'et Arjun waged the ll11mic war. 
Targets on the WIde arena, mighty tough or wondrous small, 
With his arron's still unfailing, ,\rjun I'lerce:d them one and 

.111 ; 



Wild~boar shaped' in plates of' irQn coursed tbe ,,,i<t~ ex-
tending fifld, ' , 

In its jaws live glist'ning arrows sent the archer wondrottti 
skilled;, ,,' 

Cow-horn by a thread suspended was by 1II'i,nds uncen,sing 
swayed, 

One and twenty {weU·aimed arrows, on this moving'mark: 
he laid; , 

And \vith equal skill his rapier did the god-like Arjurt 
wield, • 

Whirling round bis mace of battle ranged' the spacious 
tourney field 1 

THE ADVENT cj' KARNA. 

Now the feats of arms are ended, and the closing hout' 
araws aigh, 

Music's voice is hushed in silence, ~low disperse the passers 
by, 

Hark! like w..elkin·~haking thunder wakes a deep and deadly 
sound, 

Clank and din of warlike weapons burst upon tbe tented 
ground.l 

Are the solid mountains splitting] Is it bursting of the 
earth? 

Is it tempest's pealing accent whence. the Hgbtlling takelii; 
its birth? 

TflOughtl! like these alarm the people, for the sound is 
dread and high, 

And upon the lofty gateway turns the ~rowd with anx.ious 
eye! 

* * * *' 
Pale, before the unknown warrior, gathered nations p<U"t 

in twain, ' 
Conqueror of hllStile cities lofty Kar~a treadji the plain. 
In hiS golden m:il accoutred, in his rings of yelLow gold, 
Like a moving itlitf in stature towering comes the chier;.' 

lain boldi , " . 
Like a tusker in his fury, Jik~ a lion in his ire, 
t.ike the sun iii noontide radiance, Iik~ the all-consumint 
. fire, ' . . ' .. 4! 

!-k>n·\ike in build and musc}e,stately"as a golden palm, 
2'$lessed with e\'flty manly ,:i, (;",(:, peerless, dal.lfltless,proui 

.i&I1d. calm t 
13 



K.lrna then showed his proficiency in arms, rivalling' 

the hitherto unriyalled Arjun. The cro 'yd~ applauded 

him with acclamation, and PTlllCe Duryodn:m, who hatt'd 
his cousins, the sons of Pandll, embraced Kama as Ill'! 

hiend and suppo~ter. Arjun was bred by a d;1T1t but 

'!i\tur;l1 jealousy on meeting this llew riYal, and angry 

words were spoken. And a fight hetwern the l'TO fll'als 
was about to ensue, probably ending in the de:nh of one 

of the combatants; but the day was entiee. E"enmg 

fell, ~d the combatants rj>.l1led-to remam rivals ever 

aiterin life lind uoto deatb. 
The jealollsy between the fiye sons of Pandu and the 

• 'I 
hundred SOilS of Dhrita-rashtra increased from d;oy to 

day, and at last the Pandays, ie. the SOilS of Pandu, ".cre

'1"iled, l>dncQ Duryodhan laid a dark scheme to ltdl) 

~hem. They were sent to a house in a dIstant town, and 

at the appointed time fire was set to this house. But th,,: 

Pan·davs with their mother escaped the conftagration,. 

qJ~d travelled un¥nolVn in distant lands in the guise cf· 

Brahmans. 

10 coum of time they heard of Jhe approaching' 

wedding of the prioccs'+ of the Panchab kingdom-the 

r"l!nowned Drnupadi. the heroine of the epic Prjnce~l 
and suitors came from all Jand3, and it waf or<jained that! 

!hoever could hit a distant target thro~l;h a rel'olvJnt:; 

disc would win the bride. Th~ five Pandays came to the 

a,sserobly dressed as Brahmans. After days of rejOIcing 

a'nli feMting the bride Draup,tdi appe:1red' on the scene. 

Her brother led her by the hand admist the assemble4 
I , 

SUItors, and intrqduced them to her, one by one, t111.'.$,~ 
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DR \UPAD1 AND HER SUItORS (condeil$cd). 

If Brave Duryodhan and his brothers, princes of tna 
Kurubnd, 

Karna, proud and peerless arclier, sister, seek thy noble 
hand; 

And G.tndhara's warlike princes, Bhoja's monarch true 
and bold, 

And the son of mighty Drona, all bedecked in gems and 
gold! 

King and .prince from Matsya kingdom grace his noble 
\Veddin~ feast, 

2\lonarchs from more distant regions north and south and 
\Jest and east . 

Taml'.1ltpta .trlll K.din!(1\ all the el~ter!l ocean wave, 
Panan's port, whose hardy children western ocean's danger,; 

bra\'e! 
From the distant land uf Madra car·bome monarch SaJyl\ 

came, 
And from Dl\'arka's sea-girt regions VaJadeva known to 

fame, 
VaJn.ieva and his brother, Krishna, sprung from Yadu's 

race, 
Of the Vn;hni clan descended, zouJ of truth and righteom: 

grace! 
This is mighty Jayadratha, come from Sindhu's soulldin~ 

shore, 
f'amc·d for warlike (eats of valour, f.1med alike (or SlIcred 

lore; 
This is fair Kosala's monarch, whose bright deeds our 

heralds sin~ : 
This is sturdy cSisupala., Chedi's proud and peerless king !. 
This IS mi~ltty Jaras,lndha. come from lar Magadha's land: 
These are other princely suitors, sister, eager fQr thy hand. 
All the wide ealJh's warhke r(tlers s~k to Shoot the distant 

atm . ~ t 

l'J'ince~;, "'h()s~hits the target, choose as thine that princ~ 
of f,tme ! " . 

All the prinfes and $uitors then tried to hit the target, 

.nd.aU failed one after another. Then Arjun, concealed 

~n the gUise of i Branman, rryse and pecfonned thl7 (eat, 
and-the {ather of the uride gave a\\-ay tht princess to tile 
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victor. The disappointed suitors could st:mdJt no longer. 
a'heir 1mmiliatio~ and rage were redoubled when they. 
,aw a youth, apparently of the Brahman or priestly caste, 
win the bride whom the kings of the Kshatra or warrior 
!caste had failed to win. And in a moment of anger they 

tose in tumult, deterrnine~ to kill the bride's father in 
their wrath. I read a few lines here, as the account of 
the disappointed ,mitors in the 'Maha-Bharata' reminds 
one of a well-known passage in Homer's Odyssey. 

THE RAGE OF DISAPPOINTED SUITORS. 

Spake the suitors, anger,shaken, like a forest tempest-torn, 
As Panchala's courteous monarch came to greet a Brahman
I Qorn: 
"Shall he lIke the grass of jungle trample us In haughty pride, 
To a prating priest a,nd Brahman wed the proud and peet· 

less bride? 
To our hopes like nourished 1laplings shall he now the fruit 

den,? 
Monarch proud who insults monarchs, sure a traitor s death 

shall die! 
Honour for his rank we know not, have no mercy for his age. 
Perish foe of crowned monarchs, VIctim to our rIghteous rage! 
Ha,th be asked us to his palace, favQured us with royal grace" 
Feasted us With princely bounty but to compass our dis· 

gt'ace? 
In this concourse of great monarchs, glorious like a heavenly 

band, 
Doth he find no likely suitor for his beauteous daughter'S 
.h~d? ~ 

... \IlI:l this right of $1l'ayamva,.a, so our scare~aws \,)l"{lian, 
I~ for warlike monarchs ~nly, priests that cUitom !lhall not 

stain I I 
If tpi~ ml\iden o,n a Brahman casts her eye, devoid of s"ame. 
Let her expiate her folly in a pyre of blazlIl'J flame! 
Le,we the, prie~tling, in, his folly. sinning through • 

Bralll,l'l&l1's greed, . 
!,'or' we ""age all lVar with Brnhtnans anlt forgive a fooljl" 

; deed;. . 



)(ueh 'wo_ owe to holy Brahmans for OUr kingdom, wealtb 
and life, • 

Blood of priest br wise preceptor shall not stain our nobl~ 
strife: • 1 

In the blood of sinful D,rupad \ore the righteous laWf 
maintain, 

Such disl{race ill future agel> monarchs shall not lIl~t 
again I" 

Spake the suitors, tiger hearted, iron, handed, bold anti strong. 
Fiercely bent c.n blood and vengeance blindly rose the 

maddened throng 1 
On they came, the angry monarchs, thirsting for revengeful 

~trife, 
Druoad 'midst the holy Brahma~ fled in terror Qf his life ! 
Like Wild tuskers of the jungle rushed the suitors oj theit 

foes, 
Calm and bold, against the suitors, Bhima and proud Arjull 

rose I 

The passage reminds one of the scene in the Odyssey 

in which the suitors of Penelope turned on .het unknown 

husband, and Ulysses and his son were a match for them 
all. But in the Indian epic this tumult was not followed 
by actual bloodshed; Krishna, the friend and kinsman 

of the Pandav brothers, pacified the enraged suitors, and 

Arjun led away the bride. Here Krishna appears for the 
first time on tbe scene as a peace-maker, as a wise. nnd 
gifted chieftain who sUove for right and justice, and 
throughout the epic he retains his character. 

A curiou!.f incIdent here follows, which is somewhat 

discordant witt the customs and manners of the HI~du 
t,Jation. It is said that. five blothers returned with t"& 

brid'e to a potter's house where they were living 011 )alms, 
according to t'le ('tJstolU of Brahmans, and they reported 
to their mother. "We have received a:great gift to:diY." 
7heir mother.' dot. kllDwiug w~t .tW; gift was,. r~Jiud/ 



19' JlAHAr-BHAltATA. THE ILUD or nmf4, 

f"£njoy the gift among you in common." And tls a 

1Rother'lj ,mandate is holy in lndi.a, and "(:annot be 

(hs~ega!ded, Draupadi became the common wife of the 

five broth en. The cllstom of brothers 'marrying a wife 

in COMnlOn prevails in Thibet and among some hill 

tribes in lndia. but bas ne¥er prevailed 3mong the Aryay 

Hindus in ancient or modern times, and tbis iegend ill 

the Hindu epic is therefore inexplicable. 

Judging from the main incidents of the poem, 

Drau~adi might be regm dt'd as wedded to the eldest 

brother Yudhisthir, thouJ.:h won by the skIll of the .hird 

inl'lther Arjun. For IJhima, the second brother, had 

'llready mated himself to a female in a forest, and had 

by her a so .. who distinguished himself afterwards in the 

great war. Arjun, too, married the sister of K.rishna; 

and had by her a son who also distinguished himself 

l:lter in the "ar. On the other hand, the eldest brother 
Yudhisthir took to himself no wife save Draupadi, and 

she was crowned with Yudhislhir at the imperial sacrifice 

which shortly followed. Notwithstanding Ihe legend of 

the commltnal marriage, therefore, Draupadi might be 

tegarded a. the wife of the eldest brother Yudhisthir, 

and this assumption would be in keeping with Hindu 
customs and laws, a,-lch!nt nnd modern. I 

r I After this marriage, the five brothers c~e Olll of their 

disglJise and demanded a shartt of the Kuru kingdom, 

and their demand could no longer be gains3id. The 

kingdom "as divided; Prince Duryodhn'h retained ~h6 
best portio., on the Ganges, and his' cousins got a "Ild 

\tact pC cyouot'l' 011 the Jumnil. They,c1ea,ed tho forest; 



built a capital On the site of nlodern Delhi, and petfornled • a great imperial ;sacrifice at which all the neighbouring 

kings, including Duryodhall himself, were present by 
invitation. 

The cousins thus rulf>d two neighhouring kingdoms 

in peace (qr m~nf years, hilt Duryodhan's hatred and 

jealousy were undying. \:'udhisthir, with all his virtues 

and piety, had one fa i llllg-a oest::tting sin of the agt'-vit:. 

Ol. pas~lon (or gamuling. Duryodhan knew this weakness; 

he challenged Vudhisthir to a 'lgame of dice, and deJeated 

hInI unfairly, using loaded dice. As Ylldhisthlr lost gaBle 
after game he wa~ stung with llis lo!.ses, and with th. 

recklessness of a gambler staked everything and lost 

everything. He staked his newly acquired kingdom all 

the J umna; he staked his brothers' and then his 0110'1\ 

lIberty; and lastly he Slaked his wife Draupadi and lost 

her. One of the most stirring passages in the whole 

poem is the scene wheu~ the proud Queen Draupadi 

is dragged to the Council Hall as a slave ,,'amall. al/d 
insulted. 

DRAUPADI IWSUI.TED. 

~ISilent all? And wIll no chieftain rise t6 cave a woman', 
life,. • 

Will no hand cj. ,,"oice be lifted to defend 1t virtuou~ wife' 
Lost is Kuru'!' I'lghteous glory, 10it is Bharat'i anCIent 

name, _ ' 
Lost is warrior's ll!iarlike prowelS, 40st is monarch'! kingly 

frame! • 
Wherefore el&e like painted warriorl> tamely view thiS 

impions scene, 
Wherefore glel\ll'l not righteoui weapon,s to protect an 
'. outraged queea 1 



J3hillhma, I1atb he lost hilt-virtue 7 Drooa, hath ,be lost ~s 
might? • 

Hath the monarch of the Kurus ceased to battle for the 
right 1 

Wherefore are ye mute and vOiceless, councillors of mighty 
farne, 

Vacant eye and palsied right arm watch this deed of 
, Kuru's shame? 

Spake Drauplldi slender·waisted, and bet words were stem 
an~ high, 

Anger flamed within her bosom and the tear was in her eye! 
And her sparkling speaking glances fell on Pandll's SOil'S 

. like fire, 
Stirred in them a mighty passion and a thirst for vengeance 

di, .. , " , 
Lost their empire, wealth, ,and fortune, little reeked ,{hey 

for the fall, 
But Draupadj's pleadingtglances like a poniard smote tnem 

all ! 
Darkly f .. owned the ancient Bhishm.'1, wrathful Drona oit 

his tongue, 
Pale Vidurl\ marKed with :mger insults on Draupadi flung 
Fulsome word nor foul dIshonour could theIr truthful 

utterance t.tint. 
~nd they blamed Duryodhan's action when they beard 

Dnlupadi's plalOt ! 
~ * ~ 0 

Madlfess seized the prond Duryodhan, and inflamed by 
passion base, 

Sought the pnnce to stain Draupadi with a dire ~nd deep 
disgrace, 

On the proud and peerless woman cast his wicked, lustful 
eye, 

Sought to bold the high. born princess as 
knee! ' 

Bhfma penned his "Tath no longer, 

a slave upon his 
t 

lilPtning-tike his 
glance he flung, 

And the ancient hall of KurtiS witp his thunder accents rung: 
"'May I never reach those mansions wberfj my fathers live 

on high, CI 

.Mit}' I neNer meet ancestors in the 'bright and happy skv, 
If that knee by which thou sinnest Bhima breaks not in 
I. his ire, ,I 
In the battle's red flrena with his weapoll drea~ and di~ 1" 
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l'Red .fire flamed ()n Bhima's forehead, sparkled from his 
angryey&, 

As from tough and gnarled branches quick: the cracldink 
red sparks fI y J 

A tumult was oviated, and the five brothers and 
JDraupadi were spared further insults by the interventioll 

-of the blind old King Dhrita-rashtra. He restored .' 
.them their liberty, but they were banished to forests for 
twelve years, to be succeeded by a year of concealment. 
It 'was llgreed that if they w,re discovered durin;. this 
year of concealment they would have to und-ergo anot~ 
twelve years of exile by the terms of the sentence • 

• The hard conditions were faithfully observed. The 
five brothers with Draupadi spent twelve years in forests 
and then passed one year in concealment as menial 
servants of Virata, kiug of the Matsyas. Arjun, who 
was so well known, had to disguise his st:x and to hide 
himself in the women's apartments, teaching dancing 
and music to the females of the royal house. A year 
,passed away thus. 

Cattle-lifting was a favourite occupation with andent 
Indian chiefs as with those of Homer, and it so 
happened that Duryodhan -c'ame on a cattle-lifting expe
dition to Ma1t;ya-)and where the' Pandav brothers were 
cOl1cettled. ~*jun, a true warrior in his ins~incts, c&uld 
not stand this. He issuid forth from his conqealment 
among the women of the house; he Tecovered the cattle; 
hut he was a1scovered.. But the year of concealment 
.had expired, the discovery brought no penalty with it, 
~Ild the -five' brothers, having faithfully observ.ed .• the • 



"<conditions of ellile, now boldly demanded their lost 
~ 

.kingdom on· the Jumna. 
One of the most remarkable portions of this remark

able epic is the Council of War which was held by the 
five brothers and theit mally fflends to determine 011 

the course to be followed. Each chief rose and made a 
~eech which is truly HomerIc in fire alld spirit, giving 

his views as to the plan which should be adopted to 

recover the lost kingdom. 
At last the veneraht~ kirrg of the Panchalas. the 

father-in-law of YudlllSthir, rose and advocated llltmt 
polIcy.which has always" been found to he the !>oundest 

foreign policy in ancient as In modern times. HIS 
advice wac; : "Rnileavour to maintain the peace, but be 
prepared for war." 

Priests and Brahmans were sent to Hastinapura in 
vain; Duryodhan would not render back the old king

dom to his cousins, and at last Krishna, the wise and 
righteous peace-maker, went personally to the court of 

the Kurus to plead for peace before the sightlcS's old 

monarch, the (ather of Duryodhan. There is something 

touching and lIublime 1n this last eloquent appeal for 
-peace on the eve of the most di.astrous war of ancient 

tImes 1n India. 

"I will quote ol1ly a few lines from4kri&hna's long 
appeal: 

KRISS/U'S Spun ... 
"Ponder yet, 0 anCIent monarch! Rulers ~~ each distant 

Ktate, 
Nattons fl'om the farthest leign. gather thl~k. to court theil' 

(ale, 
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'Father of a righteous nation t save the princes of the land, 
On the armed and fated nations stretch, old man. lhy 

healing hand 1 
Say the word, and at thy bidding leaders of each hostile 

race, 
Not the gory field of battle, but the festive board will 

grace, 
}.tobed in jewels, decked in garlands, th~y will quaff the 

ruddv ",me, ' 
GI fet tfleir foes in mutual kinc1ness, bless thy holy name 

ano thine! , 
Think, 0 man of Ihany seasons! when g~od Pandu left'this 

throne, 
And his helpless loving orphans thou didst cherish as thine 

own, • , 
'TW.lS thy helping, steadying finget's taught their infant 

steps to frame, 
'Twa~ thy lo\·ing gentle dC'cents !taught their lips to lisp 

each name, 
As thine own they grew and blossoITled, dear to thee they 

yet remain, 
Takt< them hack unto thy bosom, be a f.lther once again! 
Take their :o\·c, 0 gl aciolls monarch 1 let thy closlIlg days 

be fair, 
Let Duryodhan keep his kingdom, let the Pllnciavs hal'e 

their sh,lre ! . 
Call to mind their noble suffering, for the tale is dark and 

long, 
Of the outrage they have suffered, of the insult and the 

wrong! 
Exiled IUto Varna\'atu, dC'stined unto death by flame, 
For the gods assist the righteous, they ,with added prolV.ess 

came! ' 
Exiled unto Indra.pr~sth'I, by th.eil' tQilano by their might, 
They upreare, a mIghty empIre "and performed a glorious 

rite! • 
Cheated of thttr realm and e'llpire, and of all they called 

their own, 
In the jungle they h'lvc.wandered, ;n concealment lh-ed 

unknown, 
Onee more qt!elling cvery e\'il, they are stout of heart and 

hand, , 
1ITO\V redeem thy pl1ghted promise', and .reStore their throl1O 

and land! 
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trruir me, 1nighty Dhrita-raslitra I trust me, 'lords WM grait 
tlu's ",til, ' .. 

KrishlM pleads jor peace and virttle, blessiugii tllI/.o (Jlle and 
. ~Ul . 
SI4flKhur not tJu armta nations, slaugkter not th." kilh a'la Rin, 
H*,4 .ut, /iillg, they c/OSilIK williers with·the Mopay slai" of Sill! 
Let t"y sons and Pandu's childrell stand heside Ihy anciCllt 

. thronl, ' 
Clurish peace and cherish virtue,for thy allYs are aimost dallt /,. 

The ancient Bhishmat ~he warlike preceptor Drona, 
the wise Vidura, all advised peace. The father and 

lnoth«i of Duryodhan t(n pleaded for peact", but all in 

\-ain.. Duryodhan was immoveable, and would 'not 

restore to his hated fousins their lost kingdom. His 

answer was plain and unmistakeable, and in keeping 

~ith his character. 

DURYODHAN's SPEECH. 

"What great crime or darkening sorrow shadows o'er my 
bitter fate. 

That ye chiefs and Kuru's monarch mark Duryodhan for your 
hate? 

Speak. \vhat nameless guilt or folly, secret sin to me 
unk'nown, 

Turns from me your sweet affection, father''S lo ... e that '\Vas 
my own? 

1f Yudhisthir, fond of gambling, played a heedless, reckless 
g':lme, 

Lost his empire and hi/1 freedom, was it thf\ll Duryodhan's 
blame 1 

And if freed from shame and hondage in • folly plByeQ 
. again. ' 
Lost again and went to exile .. wherefore doth he now 

complain 7 
Weak are they in friends and fO{ces, fee~e is their fitful 
, star, 
'\Yher~fOlre t~en in. pride and folly leek with us unequ~t 

war 



kAHA-BHARATA, THE ILIAJ) or INDt"'" to, 

Shl\"ll \\e, w.ho to might)' INDRA scarce will do the bomagfj 
due, 

Bow to homeless sons of Pandu and their comrade. faint! 
and few? . 

Bow to them while warlike Drona leads us as In da\'$ of ofJ, 
Bhlshma greater than the bright-gods, archer Karna true 

dnd bold? ' 
If in dubIOus game of battle we should forfeit fame and 

Ii£e, 
Heaven wlil ope its golden portals for the warnor 51,un 

In strife! 
If unbendlOg to our foemen we should press tho gory 

plulO, 
Stingless is the bed of arro\", death for us wlil have no 

prun! , 
It In past in thoughtless folly once the realm was broke In 

twam, 
Kuru land IS reuUlted, never sball "e split again! 
Taite my message to II!) klllS1Ilell, for Duryodlum's 'I.l'Ords are 

pllllll, 
Porlron oflhe Kuru emptre sons of Pa1ldu seek tTl '(J(1l11 ; 

TO'i.!1Il 1101' vll/agt. mart 1/01' hal"/el, lulp tiS rtghteous gods In 
luavel" 

Spot Illot IlIIcdlc's pom! Call cover ~halJ not unlo them hi 
f{trlCIl I"~ 

War, fata~ war was the consequence, and into th~ 
mallY stlrrtng incidents of the war, or rather the eighteen 
battles all eighteen successive days, I have not the tUlle 

to enter. The unconquerable Bhisma led the Kuru forces 
for ten days and was then slain by an artifice; th~ 
warrior priesl, Drontl, then Jed tfJe troops for five daYf 
and was slain~ and at last the command of the ~uru 
army fell on Kama. F.e held hI!> Qwn for two days; and 

the contest between the lifelong rival& Kama aod Arjun • 
IS the crowning lDcident oC the epic, like the contest 
between Hector and Achilles iu the Iliad. Arjun alld • 
K.drna were equal io PloWCSS ,!'Dd .skill. pAJ Ka!l~lI) 
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chariot·wheel sank in the earth ~ he was tpus taken at 

djsadvautage~ and killed on the seventeent 1 day of tht; 

war. 
The last and eighteenth day dawned, and the precep

tor KTlpa still advised Duryodhan to render back the 

Jumna territory to Yudhisthir and to make peace with 

bim. A melancholy interest attaches to this last appeal 

for peace, and to DurY<Jdha,n's last and almost ~ublime 

refusal to make pelce on the eve of his death. 
\, 

tRIPA'S LAST ApPEAL AND DURYODHAN'S REPLY_ 

"Bid this battle cease, Duryodhan, pale and fitful is thy 
star, ( 

'Blood enough of friendly nations soaks this crimson field 
of war! 

Bid them live, the few survivors of a vast and countJes.; 
, ho~t, 

Let thy few remaining brothers live, for many are the lost! 
~indlv heart hath good Yudhisthir, still he seeks for right. 

ful peace, 
Render back his ancient kingdom, bid this war of kinsmen 

cease I" 
.. Kriva," so Duryodhan answered, ., in this sad and fatal 
! strife, 
Ever foremost of our warriors, ever careless of thy life, 
Ever in the council chambel' thou hast words of WIsdom 

said. 
Needless war and dire destruction by thy peaceful counCIl 
. staved, l 

Every - word thou speakest. Kripa, is a wo~ of tPlttl and 
i.teill;ht, II 

Nathless thy advice for concord, wise preceT>tor, comes too 
- late I t 
flope not that the good Yudhisthir will again our friend-

ship own, ., 
:Gheated O1tce by deep Sakuni of his ktngdom and hia 

throne, 
'Rugged lThima will not palter, fatal is the VOII: he made, 
-¥eng~~l Alj\lll wil\ not pardon gallant Abl}imanyu dead! 
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':lir Dr:llIpadi doth her penance, so our ancient matroJl' say~ 
In our bloo~ to wash her Insult and her proud insuhers 

~lay, 
Fair Subhadra morn and evening weeps her dear departed! 

son, 
}<~eeds Dral1padi's deathless anger for the hero dead and' 

~one. ~ 

Deeply in their bosoms rankle wrongs and insults we ha\'e 
gi"en, 

Blood alone call wash it, Kripa, such the cruel will oi 
Heaven! 

And the hour for peace is over, for our best sleep on the 
\ plain. 

Brothers, kinsmen, friends, and elders slumber with the 
c(,untle!s 51.lIn,. ' 

Shall Durvodhan like a recreant now avoid the dtathfu! 
~trite, . 

.... fter all his hra\'e~t warri\Jr~ have iij war surrendered life? 
Shall he, sending them to slaughter, now survive and learn 

to flee, 
Shall he, ruler over monarchs, learn to bend the servile 

knpe? 
Proud Duryodhan Sl1e~ no fa\'our even with hi5 dying 

breath, 
Unsllbdued and still unconquered, changele.~ e\'en unto 

death! 
Saly:>. valoatlt kin~ of Madra, lead~ our armed hosts to-day, 
Or to peri~h or to conquer, g,t1lant Kripa, lead the way r" 

I confess that passages like this, ot which the gteat 
Indian epic is full, disclose to me that deep insight into 
human feelings, and that true portraiture of human 
character, w¥h mark the greatelt poets of all ages and 

and among a~ nations. For, let it be remembered .oat 

Duryodhan is not a favourite of the Indian poet; he 
h:15 heel} depicted as huel, vindittivI", and faithless. 

Rut neverthefes1 a true poet does not pile on colout Oil 

his canvas like an unskilful painter j there is a certain 

consistency atJd true deliaeation of human implllses in 
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a.1I his characters. And Duryodhan. the wrong-doe( 

. and the faithless, almost commands our admiration on 

the eve of his death for the deep determination of his 

character-the unfaltering resolution of a great man, 

if not a good man. 

The result of the day was fatal; the Kuru army 

~s slaughtered, and Duryodhan at last ran from the 

~eld of battle and hid himself beside a lake, which is 

still pointed out to thou~ands of pilgrims in India who 

~nnually vhnt the scene of. tt·e battle . . 
DURYODHAl\'S DEATH. 

Far from battle's tOIl ~nd s\.1Ughter, by a dark and limp,,;1 
lake, 

Sad and slow and faint Duryodhan did his humble sheltE'r 
take; 

But the valiant sons of Pandu, with the hunter's watchful 
care 

Thither tracked their faJlen foeman lik('l a wild beast in Its 
lair! 

(I Gods be witness," said Duryodhan, flaming in his shame 
• and wrath, 

" Boy to manhood ever hating we have crossed each other's 
path_ 

Now we meet to part no longer, proud Duryodhan fights 
you aJl ; 

Perish he, or sons of Pandu, may this evening see yout' 
fall ". 

Bhima "answered: "For the insults long endured not for-
gl\'en, . h 

~e • alone you fight, DUI yodhan, witness rig teons Gods in 
neaven! '. 

Call to mind the dark destruction p1anned of old in fiendish 
~~ . 

In the halls of Varnavata to consume us in the fire! 
Call to mind the scheme, deceItful; deep Sakuni's dark 

de\'~ce. 
theating us of f.lme and empire by the trick of loaded 

dIce!. 
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Call· to mind that coward insult, and the outrage foul an d 
keen, • 

Fllln~on Drupad's saintly daughter and our noble spotless 
queen! 

Call to mind the stainless Bhishma, for thy sins and folly 
~Ialll, 

Prie~t and proud preceptor Drona, Kama lifeless on the 
plain! 

Pen,h 1[\ thy sins, Duryodhan, perish, too, thy hated 
name, 

And thv dark life crime-polluted ends, Duryodhan, in thy 
shame! ,. 

Bhima and Duryodhan f<tught, and Bhima ke~t the 

terrible ~ow he had taken and broke Duryodhan's" knee 

hy his mace. .'\ midnight slaughter in the camp of the 

Pandavs ended the war, and Dtryodhall died in the 

early morning. 

The real epic ends with the \var, ;md with the 

funerals of the decea~ed warriors piously ordered by the 

victor Yudhisthir for fIiends and foes alIke. Yudhistlllr 

then ascended the throne of the Kuru kingdom, and 

performed the ancient and allgu5t ceremony of the 

Sacriiice of the Horse. Afterwards, placing a grandson 

of Arjun on the throne. the five brothers and Draupadi 

retired to the Himalaya'S. 

This is what i<; known as the Great Journey. 
DnlUpadi dfOft}S down aC:ld, thelll Yudhi~thi .. 's brothers 

one by one. "lIdhisthir ~oceeds to hea\'en in per&of1~ 

There he meet5 Krishna, now ill his r.iant heavenly 

form and he meets hi~ b~others now flm6ort81s in the 
sky. The go~ Il'ldra then introduc~ him to his wife 

Draupadi. to the old monarc-h Dhrita-rashtra, to KarnA, 

and to Arjun's'son. Indttl also intrQdu~e.i him to his 

J4 
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'(lItller, and t~ the venerable Bhl,hma and Orona, in . ~ 

these 'Verses which are the la.t'that I shall quote 

lMMORTAl, LUf"E • 

.. Thi$, Yudhisthir, is tby father by thy motht'i joined in 
hea,'en, 

Oft he comes into my lJJ:lnsions in his flowE'ry chanot 
dri\·en. 

This IS Bllishma, stainles;~ ITlrrior, by the VIIS It , IS his 
place, 

By the God of heayenly ",i~dorn t('aeher Dl on,1 ~its in 
~race ! 

These, 'lId other mig!rt}' warrtiTrs til !fte tilrl"/) lfilllie '//1I1l, 
fly Iknr 11a/01lr and t!letr 1111'tllt 'If alA flu eng"t 6kert!nl 
, pfRlIl! 
Tirey ii/we cast their 1n(wtlll bodies, crO'ssed tlte rlldlallt g.lle ilf 

ktallcll. 
For to' U't>l celes/till mfIlMI!JIH unto 1110/ /al, tt t' 1!f7J~n l' 
Let them stnnt uy kllldly act'JII, ~(/ille 'i'fn". <lIdlt1.1IlC& h'llt, 
Brlgltter life IllIIi holltr lutllfe tlllti! St'l/S If /flrn bdO'II,/? ! " 

'fhi'l IS the briefe-st olltlrne of the leading stor), of 
the great epic of Indi~, venerated in ancient times, 
·vent'l~ted to the present day. The Hll1du ~carcely 

lives. as I have said elsewhere, man or woman, high or 

.<'IW, edl1~ted or ignoT~nt. who!te eatlr~~t recollectiom 

do dot chng round the story of tIllS anCient epic. The 

h'tlmhle manufacturer and nrtisan of Bengal still spell., 

'out some modem trans:atian of thIS nnd:l\;ng t~l.. The 

taB peasantry of the North-West and tlte Punjab know 

'()f the five Plft,ldav hrothers and the nghteolls Krishna. 

'1'he people of Bomhay and' of Madras t'heri"h with 

·"qnal ardour thi~ Meted tnle-. Mother~' in India know 

,.,0 bett('r theme for imparting in~truction to their 

:dallthteu than 'hit deathlu! ,ale. Elderly Inen kneW' 



If \H \-lIHARA'U, THE ILIAD OF INDIA, :H t 

no richer work for narrating stories to children than • 
tIllS great epic with its endless episodes. The Malia-
13llt.1rala, together' with the other epic, the Rarnayana. 
I~ more truly the n..1t1onal property of the Hmdus than 
IS Homer III Greece, Dante in Italy, or Shakespeare III 

England. No work except the Bible has such influence 
III formmg the character of men in Christian lands as 
tile anCltmt epics III India. They have been our cherh.h. 

ed heritage for three thousand years, they are the in
tellectual food of a natIOn of Avo hundred millio,. to 
tillS day. And unless I am very much mistaken in my 
estimate, the Indian epIcs, when.they are better known 
III Europe, shall take their rank, along with Homer and 

Dante and Shake~peare, a~ undYlllg works of art, left for 
all tunes., [UI all countries, and lor all maukind. 
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(Pllper read before Ihe Royal Society 1/ Lt~eratllre, 
London, 011 October 24, 1900, Lord Hlllsbllr)', 

Lord Chancel/or, presiding J 

IT IS little over a year ago that I had the privilege of 

reading in these rooms a paper on the Mah(jbharata, 

the '~had of Ancient Indi':i. It gives rot! great pleasure 

to appear b~fore you again to-night, and to read a short 

paper on the Ramllya'2iI, which may not be inappropn

ately desclibed as the Odyssey of Ancient India. These 

two great epics, the Mtlhabharatll and the RIUlttlyafm, 

comprise the whole of the epic literature of ancient Indl .. , 

and therefore stand apart from all the other literary 

productIOns of that country, rich and fertile as that 

country has always been in the highest results in every 

dep.'utment of literature, poetry, and science. 
This learned Sociey, while it very properly devotes the 

greater portion of ,ts time to the hterature and tbought 

of England, has nevertheless encouraged researches into 

the literatures of ot~er lands and of other ti~f's and 
has [rom time to time endeavoured to ibtere~t English

men in all that is best and truest in thE!' world's literary 

aciuevements. .Al1 that intenl"ts the cultured mind in 

the productIOns of various age!! and vluirus nations has 

occdsionly betn the subject of papers which bave been 

read Within these rooms. The works of Dante and of 

Mo1u:rl:: and or Goethe are as fqmiliar to many membeu 
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of this Society as the works of Chaucer and of 

Shnkeo;peare ~ and the works of the ancients have not 
unfrequently formed the subject, of 'discussion in this 
hall. I rejoice, therefore, that this Society occasionally 

turns its attention to the rich literature of India; and as 

a, Fellow of this Society I consider it a proud privilege to 
have placed before this Society, and hefore English 

readers geherally, a condensed metrical translation of the 

two vast Indian epics, 

There are special reasons w~y Englishmen should feel 

a liviLlg interest in India's ancient literature. The b~auty 
of ancient thought, aud graphic pictures of ancient life, 

mnst always appeal to modern na~ons of all countries. 
BtH more than this, Great Britain and her colonies and 

India form to·day one great empire-the greatest that 

the world has yet seen. It is necessary that there should 

he not only community of interests, but community 
of thought and feeling within this great empire. And 

it is necessary that Englishmen should appreciate 

Indian thought and culture as we in India appreciate 

English thought. For, bp.lieve me, your greatest authors, 
your noblest poets, your boldest philosophers, are not 

more closely studied in Oxford and in Cambridge, in 

Edinb\J'l'gh, al~ in London, than-they are studied and 
appreciated in ~alcutta and in Bombay, Shakespear~'s 

matchless creations are a living world to thou~al'lds of 

Indian students; Milton ~nd Wordsworth and Tennyson 
are studied \~th reverent admiration in IndIa; the 
great Walter Scotti fascinates, and the inimitable Charles 

Dickens.amuseS, ten thousands of Hindu and Musalman 
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ooys! YOlln~ India apprecintes Engiish thought and , 
lltet'ature ~ it is necessary that Engll~hmen 4hd English

women should understand nnc.ient Illdian thought, which 

permeates modern Indian !ife and institutioris t() :\ far 
~reater extent than we generally imagine. The gr~t 

past is not dead and bUried in 111dl~; past traditions, 

paSt institutions, even ancient poetry and romance, are a 
Hving reality in Jndia of q}e present day, in India not 

of the educated and cultured few, but of the millions 

of agriculturists and Inbo""ers who till her grateful sod, q , ~ 

people her shady villages, and know Il'ore of Krishna 

and RamJ. than they know of all the heroes of th&' 
If 

'nodern world. To he in touch with the people of 

modern India you must knolV her nnciellt traditions: to 

ignore her ancient thoughts is to isolnte yourselves from 

modern India. 

There are learned translalions of oriental literature 

Jlt<epared by generations of devoted scholars, and which 

a.ppeal mainly to scholars. It is necessary that the 

uerage re:lder and the busy man of work should have 

before him more handy and readable and attractive 

works, reproducing, as far as possible, the spirit, a1ld 

the beauty, and the true significance of Indian poetly 

and Indian thought.' 1'his work has ~,ot yet been 

dch1e. There is an undiscovered world V>I Englishmen 

still to explore, an undiscovered mine for literary millers 
" to work upon; and I can assure you that the labou, 

will I)ot be thrown away, and Englisbmen, even with 

• splendid literature of their own, will be all the richer 

.ben thq possess themselves of lodi~o thouiht and. 



literature. And the world will be rither in its wealth 

of ideas, wnen an that is beautiful and true in eastern 

culture is added to aU that is fresh and vigorous \Il 

l~lodern European thought. 

India has a long. and a not inglorious, ancient 

history. It may be ljII'O thousand ~ears before Chri&1i 

that the ancestors of the present Aryan Hindu nation 

were settled 011 the ballks of the Indus, conquerIng the 

Punjab from the aoollglllaJ IUhaoltants of the Joil, 

c::xtendlng cultJ\'ation and the :vts of peace, and Invoicing . • the "bright god~" of Nature In beautiful hymns willch· 
have been !lull left to us 11' tbat collo.:ctlOn kllol\ 11 as the , 
Rig Vcd,t, \I hleh l~ the oldest ltterary work now extllnt 

among the Aryan natIOns of the earth. For several 

centurlts the Aryan conquerors ",ere confined to tht! 

Punjab; their numerou~ pttty sLates and kingdoms, 

their wars agamst abongrnes, and theIr arts of peace, 

were all confined to that land of five rivers, or rather 

the land of seHll lIvers as It was then called; and the 

rest of India which lay beyond was almoht unk.nown to. 

them. ThiS long period of the Aryan settlements in tbe 

Punjilb is generally known as the Vedic Age; so called, 

from the Veda to which allUSIOn has been already made. 

::Sut I do not Jlropose to-night to speak. of tbis 61St and 

t>arliest penod if Indian history. 

It was in the subsequent age lhld the Aryan Hindus, 
• issuing from the Punjllh, spread over the whole of 

Northern IndTa, and founded powerful kingdoms on the 

hanks of the Gp.nges and the Jumna. It is this second 

period of anci;nt Indian, hlEtory "hich!1I kllOWLl aa aha 
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Epic Age, because the two epics of India described the 
kingdonls and the Ilations which flourished til Northern 

Jndia during this age. It is of this second age of 
Indian history, this Epic Age as it is generally called, 
extedning from the fifteenth to the tenth century Jl c., 
that I propose to speak to-night. 

Among the many powerful nations which flourished 

in Northern India in th~s age, the Bharatas and the 
Panchalas were the most celebrated in the west, and the 
Kosalas and the Vide has \fere the most celebrated in the 

" east. The Bharatas and the Panchalas lived along the 
upper course of the Garges, i. e. in the country hetween 
modern Delhi and Kanouj: and the Kosalas and :he 
Vidchas lived further to the east, i. e. in those provinces 
which we now know as Oudh and North Behar. The 
deecl~ or legends of the western tribes, the Bharatas and 

the Panchalas, are descrihed in the great epic known as 
the Malzabharata; while the deeds or legends of the 
eastern trias, the Kosalas and the Videhas, are des
oribed in the other great epic known as the Ramaymta. 

The Malzablzarala may, therefore, be described as the 
epic of the Western Aryans j the RamlJyana as the epic 
of the Eastern Aryans. 

, But this is not the o'llly distinction betll'een the two 

epibs. The nations of North.westeTlI(- India have 
generally been kllown for their sturdy and warlike 

I 

vjrtues; while those of North-eastern India have been 
known for their peacefulness and their {culture; and 

this distinction pervades the two epics. The characters 

of the Mah4blt.arata are men of flesh and blood. with the 
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virtues and crimes of great actors in the historic world; 
the characters of the Ramayana are more often ideals of 
manly devotion to truth and of womanly faithCulnelCs 
and love. The poet of the M<lhabltarala describes the 
supposed incidents of a real and sanguinary war with aU 
its lofty heroism and chivalry; the poet of the Ramayana 
hands down the memories of a golden age with all its 

ideals of piety and faith and domestic love. As a herdic 

poem the Mahabharafa stands on a higher level; as a 
religious poem, delineating ~)e softer emotions.of our 
everyday life, the RamaJ'ana sends its roots deeper into 
the Hindu mind. • 

These remarks will be best illustrated if 1 narrate to 
you briefly the story of the Rl1Inc)'ana, as 1 narrated foe> 

you the story of the Mahabharata last year. I may 
remark, in passing, that the .Afc,hClbharata in Sanscrit 

consists of more than 90,000 verses, and that the 
Ramayantl consists of more than 24,000 verses. In 
condensing these vast epics I have not JAempted to 

teU the story in my OW\1 language; but I have selected 
those portions of the original which tell the leading 
incident&, and have translated them in full; and I have 
connected these selected passages by short notes so as 
to place the cA'lmplete story befofe the reader. The pIal! 
has this adV;"fHage, that the main story of the epi~s is 
told, not by the translat~r in his own way, but by the 
poet himself; the passages placed bef(Jre the reader are 
1I0t the transl~tor's abridgements of long poems, but are 
passages from the original poems. It is the ancient 
poets of Indi~, and not the transk\tor, who narrBte the 
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ancient story; bnt they narrate only the lending inci. 

dents of the story, so as to limIt the po~s withm a 

reasonable compass. I may add that the R,ltIlclymla, 

like tbe Mahabharafa, is a growth of ages; generatIOns 

of later IndIan poets; adding their quota of v~rse$ 

through long centuries to the poem as it ongmally stood 

It is possIble, therefore, that in Illniting my translation 

to those passages which describe the leadlllg mCldents, 

1 have ple~ented the great poem 50mewhat in the form 

in \'I hich It onglllally stqf'<1, and 111 which It was first 

recite~ 111 the Courts of N 01 thern IndIa And I I~a\'e 
generally tran~lated each Sanscnt \er~e Into a ('orrespond. 

ing Engltsh velse, follo\\lng the £an~cnt metre .n 
Engh~h a!> far .i~ was pOSSIble. I may be pardoned 
for makllll! these few rem,nks al)Qut my own work; it 

Was neces~ary to do SO, as I ,hall have to quote pretty 

often from my own tram,latlOll .<\nd here I should 

also make ~Ollle mention of my great predecessors in 

this "Iork-of Gorre~I(), who completed :1Il hahan Iran· 

~lation of the Rama)'IIWI 111 1867; of Hlppolyte Fauche. 

who completed a French translatIOn of ~he epic shortly 

after; and of Ralph Grtffith, who has given us an almost 

complete rendering of It III SIX octavo volumes of 

Englloh verse' 

With these preliminary remarks, I Wille-now turn to 

the story of the epIc Itself. The Rtllllaya1t(l VIrtually 
I 

commences WIth a deSCription of the kll1gdom of 

Ayodhya .or Oudb, then ,uled by the anCient monarch 

Dasa-ratha. In thIS descnptlOn we have at once the 

.. al of an 11l1t;lent Hllldu kll1!! and of an ancient Hindu 
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people; and the passage is import3nt as depictill« the 
Hindu eorkeption of II. golden age. I will therefore . 
read a few verses. 

Lik~ the ancient monarch Manu, (ather of the human race, 
Dasa-ratha ruled hi, people wIth a father's loving grace, 
Truth and justice swayed each action and enl'h basel' motive 

quelled, 
People's LOI'e and Mogarch's Duty e\'ery thought and deed 

impelled, 
And his town like INDRA's city-to,,'er and dome and turret 

brave-
Rost' in proud and pel'r1ess be~utv on Sarayu's limpitt \\,11\' ('! 

pp;tceful lived the Ilghteous pp.ople, rich in wealth, In merit 
hIgh, 

Enl'Y dwelt not m their bosomsf and their accents shaped 
11') lie. 

Fath'~rs, with their happy hOll,cholds, owned their cattle, 
corn, and gold; 

Gallin~ penUl \ and famine in Avodhva had no hold. 
NeIghbours Il\'cd 111 mutual klllciness, helpful with their· 

ample IHalth; 
None who beggeci the wasted refuse, none who liven bv 

fraud and steallh! 
And thev WOff' the gem and earring, wfeath and fragr.mt 

sannal pa!.te, 
And their al illS wei e decked with bracelets, and their necks 

with IIIshk"S graced: 
Cheat lind braggult and deceiver lived not in the ancient ' 

town; 
Proud despiser of the low Iv wore no in~ [dts in their (rowq , 
Poorer fed not on the richer, hireling friend ujpn the great,' 
None With liw and Iy;ng accerfts did :Jpon.,he proud man 

wait! • 
Men. to plighte. vows were faithful, faithful was each loving 

wife j 
Impure thought and wan&ring fancy stalr.~d not holy wedded 

life, 
Robed in golc!and graceful gHments, fair in fOJ n) and fair. 

in face, 
Winsome were.,Ayodhya'lI daughters, rich in wit and "oman's 

&race I 
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Like other monarchs of the EJst, Dna-rathn rejoiced 
in a large household, and in the company ~ of many 

queens, and three of these queens were the foremost in 
rank, and shared among them the affections of their lord. 

KausaJya, the eldest queen, was the mothe:- of Rama, 
the hero of the epic. Kaikeyi, a young and beautirul and 
imperious queen, was the mother of Bharat. Sumitra, 

the third queen, gave birth to twins, one of whom, 
J..akhsm:m, became the faithful and devoted follower 
of his elder brother Ram~ The names of these two , 
loving brothers, Rama and Lakshmao, are to this liay 

household words in ever~ Hindu home. 
So far we have confined ourselves to the st:>ry of the 

royal family of Oudh ; let us now turn to the adjoining 
kingdom of Videha or North Behar. That ancient king

dom was ruled by a pious and learned king, J anaka ; and 
Janaka had a lovely daughter, Sita, the heroine of the 
epic. Suitors from distant lands came for the hand of 

Sita, for Janaka, like the warriors of olden times, had 

dec1ared-

"He shall win my peerless Sita who shall bend my bow of 
"far 1" 

That bow was a god-given weapon, tremendous in 
its size and we~ght ; and many princes who tam e to seek 
tbe Il'and of Sita failed to bend the bow ale:! went back 
humbled and disappointed. I\:tma and his faithful 
hrother Lakshman came wandering from their own king
dom to the kingdom of Janaka, and the m(ighty weapon 

!as P!oduced befpre Rama, so that he, tool might try his 
strength and skill. 
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Wond'ring gazed the kings assembled as the son Qf Raghu's 
race, -

Proudly raised the mighty weapon with a warrior's stately 
grace, 

Proudly strung the bow of R~ldra which the kings had tr,ied 
In \'ain, 

Drelv the cord with force resistless till the weapon snapped 
In twain, 

The astoni~hed nnd gratified monarch of Videha 

kept his promise; the lovely Sita was wedded to Raffia; 

and the proud and victorious prince returned with his 

bride to his own land amidst~he blessings of B~mans 

and the acclamations of the people. 

Years passed away and R.ma grew in grace and 

learning and valour; and, accordlllg to an ancient Indian 

custom, his old father desired to place on hIm the burden 

of the kingdom, and to pass his few remaining years 

in rel!~ious rites and pious meditatill!!. The old king's 

increasing feebleness, and Rama's growing worth Ilnd 

aOlhties, alike pointed to this course as the most expedient 

and III the poet's dt:scriptlon of Rama's virtues we see 

onCe more a Hindu's Ideal of a model prince, bold III war, 

flCh in learning, !O\'lIIg and bounteous towards his 

people. 

For his Ramlt strong and $tately ~ .. as his etde~t and his best" 
Void of evet'V i.18er pas~\()n and With eve,y virtue blest.. 
Soft III speech, sedale and peacelut, 5eeking still the holy path, 
e,lim In consciuus \\'orth.jllld \'alour, UlInt nor cal'il waked 

his wrath, 
In the field ~ war Iillt.:elling, boldest warrior 'midst the bold, 
In the p'\lace chambers lister-ing to the tales hy elders told, -
Faithful to thfl wise and learned, truthful in his deed and 

word, • 
Rama dearly loved bii peQple lnd his peiple loved their lord,! 



To the Brahmans pure and holy RU1l1a due obeisance made, 
To the poor and to the helpless deeper 10vtl'land honour 

paid, 
Spirit of his race and nation was to high souled Hama given, 
Tboughts that widen human glory, deed! that ope the gates 

01 heaven! 
Taught by sages and by elder! in the manner of his race, 
Rama grew In social VI1 tues and e.lch soft ende,1nng gl ace. 
Tall~ht by Inborn pnde and wisdom patient PUI puse to 

conceal, 
Deep determmed was his effOl t, dauntless was his silent will I 
Peetle.s 10 his s~ill and "<110m stt>ed .lIlt! elephant to tllme, 
Dauntles~ le.lder of his fOlces, In.ttLl,le8s in hIs warltke Illlle, 
Higher thought and nobler duty did the nghtculis RamI! 

n10\ ~, 

By his tOIl and by ~is virtues still he sought his people's love! 

'Dasa-ratha convened a great council, one of tho!!e 

great assemblages which were summoned by the HlIldu 

'kings of ancient India when great questIOns of State were 

under consideratlOn_ I will not give that council the 

'modern nan1e of a Parliament; but it is a fact that not 

only the Cl)lefs and peers of the realm, but also Tepre-

5entative burghers wele invIted from the towns and 

villag~s of Oudh to advise their king, And Dasa-ratha 

'spake to them: 

"Known to all, the race of Raghu rules thiL empire broad 
a.ld fall', 

And hath ever loved and cherished subject! with a father's 
care, 

In my father's footsteps treading I have ~ought the ancient 
pdth, , 

Nursed my people as my children, fr~ from passion, pride 
and wrath, 

Underneath this white umbrella, seated on thL royal thrane. 
1 han toiled to win their welfare and my task is almolt dODO t 
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Years have passed of fruitfullahour, years of work by fortune 
hlest, .. 

And the evening of my life-time needs, my friends, the even
ing's rC8t_ 

Years have pa~sed in watchful effort, Law and Duty to 
uphold, 

Effort needing strength and prowesl!-and my feeble limbs 
are aid I 

Peers and hurghers, let your monarch, now his lifelona 
labOur done, 

For the weal of loving sllQjects on hi~ empire ~eat hIS son, 
Spe<lk your thought and from thl~ bo.um lift a load of toil 

and care, 
On the ploud throne of my fathers let me place a peerless 

he:r ; ,) " 
Spe"k your thought, my chiefs and people, if this purpo!le 

plea~(> ),011 well, 
Or If WI,er, better coun<;el in your "'i~dom ye can tell, 
Spe"k yom thou1\ilt WIthout compuhlOn, though this plan 

to me be near, 
If ~ome middle cour5e weI e wiser, if some other way were 

dear I" 

It is needleos to state that the people, oy whom their 

prince was dearly loved, approved of their old king's 

sUf!,~e<;tion, and gave their con~ellt by acclamation; and 
prepnrations were made to decorate the city of Ayodhya 

or Oudh ill a manncr ~llitable to the occasion. As we 

read the account of tht'~e decorations we realise bow 
much of the life and manncls of ancient India survives to 

the present day in mocltrn India·; and every Englishman 

who has passe~ year of his life in India will realise in ~he 
f"llowing verses, writtt!ll thousands of years ago, a not 

'unfaithful de'lcription of the way in which towns and 

marts are dec~r:tted ,in India in thes'e days, to evince 

'the loyalty of a grateful people to those rulers whom 
• 

they lo\~ to honour. 
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Rama shall be Heir and Regent, Rama shall be crownM 
to-dav- t 

.Rapid flew the gladdening message with tlie morning'g 
gladsome ray, 

.And the people of the city, maid and matron, man and 
boy, 

Decorated fair A\'odhya in their wild tumultuous joy! 
On the templp's lofty steeple hi~h a, c!,oud abol'c the air, 
On the crossing of the pathways, Itl the gal den gl een 

and fair, 
On the merchant's ample warehouse, on the shop with 

stores displaved, ' 
On the mansion of the n'ohle bv the cunning arti,t made, 
On the gay and bright pavilion; on the high and shady 

tre ?S, 

Banners rose and glittering streamers, flags that flu~tered 
in the breeze! 

Actors gay and nimble dancers, singers skilled in lighhollle 
song, 

With their antics and their music pleased the gay <tnd 
gathered throng, 

Ano the people met in concla\'es, ~pake of Rama, Regent 
Heir, 

And the children by the roadside lisped of Sita, ~weet and 
fair I 

Women wo\'e the scented garland, merry maids the 
censer lit, 

Mel' with broom and sprinkled water swept the spacious 
mart and street, 

ROl\'s of treell and posts they planted hung with lamps for 
coming night, ' 

That the midnight dark mIght riyal splendour of the noon
day light I 

Troops of men and merry children lahoured with a loving 
care~ , 

\Yq/Uan's sinH and woman'~ fancy mane th'e city passing 
faIr, 

So that good and kinnly Rama might hIS people'~ toil 
approve, 

So that sweet and soft-eyed Sit a might accept her people's 
lo,-e! 

But while these preparations were mnde for Rama'. 
coronation as Prince Regent, dark scheme \Y:).5 011 fOQt 


