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to the cnltivators. There is no doubf however, ﬂta;
the introduction of the Survey Settlement in the
Mahratwara, and the construction of additional irrie
ation works in the Telingana, districts, will be followed
gy a further appreciable enhancement of the land
revenue. In the former case, a ten per cent. increase
all round over the present land revenue will meet the
most sa.ngume expectations of its elasticity. In the
latter case the circumstances are quite different, as
there 1s yet great room for improvement, and 1 would:
not be surpiised if a large outlay upon the almost
mexhaustible natural resouices for 1rrigation possessed
by the Telingana districts increased the land revenue.
by fifty per cent., o1 even more.’

The spirit evinced m this passage is that which
characterizes the Nizam's Mimster and his chief officers.
They do not consider they have reacheda point of
perfectness. They do not feel that they have already
attained, and may ‘rest and be thankful.” Rather, they
1ecognise greater success 15 to be obtained and they
energetically press forwaid to secure 1it.

A comparison has been made above, between the
mcrease of land 1evenue 1n a defined period in British
India and in the Nizam’s Dominions. Now, however,
the parallel may be cariied a little farther, and the latc
Minister’s last year pf office be compared with his first.

1853, Rs 1881-2 Rs.
Total Revenue 68,01,130 Total Revenue .. 3,11,40,538

Or an increase of 357.84 per cent. This was the result of”
unremitting care and consideration, combined with the
exercise of the often dis-united qualitifs of prudence
and, stonewall firmness. In this unique combination of
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qualities the late Sir Salar Jung stands head and
shoulders above his contemporaries, —*Anglo-Indiaf
and Indian. Later on, this fact will be found to be
more fully developed, in a sense not too flattering to
British good opinion of itself.

It is not possible to ascertain the exact amount of
increase in the extent of cultivation. No records are
in existence giving a correct idea of the amount of
cultivated land previous to Sir Salar Jung’s adminis-
tration. There are, however, in certain Talukas of
the Marhatwadi Districts which came under the
operations of the Revenue Survey introduced by the
late Minister eight years ago, certain records from
which the necessary data may be obtained. From
these it appears that in fourteen Talukas from
1874 to 1882, the cultivated area in 1854 amounted
to 10,03,094 acres; this in 1881 had increased to
22,12,28g acres. The net increase, therefore, as com-
pared with the first yearof Sir Salar Jung’s office, was
12,090,195 acres or 120.55 per cent, From this it may
be gathered that, at least in some of the Talukas in
His Highness’s Dominions, a great increase had been
effected in the area under cultivation during Sir Salar
Jung’s administration. These Tafukas belong to the
Mabhratta portion of the country and may be fairly said
to represent the state of things there. The case
of Telingana, which comprises more than a third of the
Hyderabad rntory, is, however, entirely different.
Here the 01epox10us Batai (or payment in kind) system
prevailed, by which the cultivator though theoreticaily
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entitled to one-half was not practically allowed to reap
more than ome-fourth of the produce of Lis field. The
position of the cultivator was, therefore, more precarious
than that of his brother in Mahratwadi. Shortly
after his accession to office Sir Salar Jung, who had
had personal experience as a Talukdar of the evils
arising from the Batai system, abolished it, and
replaced it by cash payment. This, coupled with the
various reforms he intioduced from time to time in
Revenue administration considerably ameliorated the
condition of the ryots, and, as a natural consequence,
the growth and development of the area under culti-
vation was greater here than in the adjoining Mahratta
Province. The following statement will show the
proportion of the cultivated to the cultivable area in the
Nizam’s Dominions during the last two years of Sir
Salar Jung’s tenure of office :— !

Per centage

Vear. Area occupred Lnoccupred Total culti- of occupied

" by cultivators area vable area area to cul-
tivable,
1881 1,50,85,893 53,74:032 2,04,59,925 7374
1882* 1,51,40,695 55.03,554 2,07:34:249 73.02

The condition of agiiculture everywhere depends on
the number of inhabitants a country poss¢sses. Be
the extent of a territory ever so large, if its population
is, sparse tultivation will be confined to a limited
area. In the Nizam’s Dominions Telingana is, owing
to the insalubrity of its climate, not so thickly peopled
as Mahratwadi. Thus while in the latter the number of

* In the middle of this year Sir Salar Jung died Decad diately followed
from causes only too easily to be accounted for Mr. Gorst, M.P, as WIhpm In
the next chapter, largely helps us to an explanation of this state of things.
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inhabitants to the square mile is 134.29, the former ‘céit
boast of no more than 95.19 souls to*a mile. The
result of this numerical disparity is that, in 1882,
83.63 per cent. of the arable land was cultivated in
Marhatwadi, whilst only 51.22 per cent. was brought
under tillage in Telingana. Regard being had to the
density of the population the proportion of cultivated
to arable land is not smaller than the general standard
existing in the contiguous British districts. Assuming
the population per square mile to be 100 in the
various provinces named below, the following result is
arrived at :—

Panvine Yar B!
H. H. the Nizam’s Domunions 1878 66 70
Ditto Ditto 1879 64.26
Ditto Ditto 1880 64.54
Ditto Ditto 1881 64.20
Ditto Ditto 1882 63 57
Bombay " 1874-75 64.41
Ditto i 1875-76 63.87
Central Provinces - 1878-79 66.32

These figures conclusively prove that the proportion
of cultivated land in the State of Hyderabad is in no
degree lower than that obtaining in the adjoining
British Provinces and that the material conq_ition of the
agricultural population is in no respect inferior to the
condition of those classes to the British Districts,~—very
much, indeed, to the contrary.

As with cultivated area so with regard to population
and the number of tenants, no regular census of the
country was taken until 1881. There is, therefors, no



data to go upon so far as the whole country is con-
cerned. But ewdence is forthcoming mspectzng th@
number of people in certain districts. From this
evidence may be gathered an idea of the progress
made. = Thus, according to Dr. Bradley’s report,
written in 1848, ‘the total population of the Paitan
Sarkar, including that of the city, amounted to
32,015 or 77 inhabitants to the square' mile, the
total area of the Sarkar being 412 square miles.
But, according to the census taken by the Survey
Department in 1876, the population amounted to
42,636, which, spread over an area of 390 square
miles (excluding certain Jaghir villages from the
total area of 434 square miles) gives 109 inhabitants
per square mile. This shows an increase of 32
souls to the square mile, or 33.18 per cent. on the
whole population in the course of 28.years. Cal-
culating from these facts we find that the average
increase per cent. of population for ten years is
11.85. , Taking all things into consideration the
average increase of population for that period in the
whole of the Nizam’s Dominions may be safely put
down at 10 per cent. The increase in the pppulation
of the whole of British India for the ten years ending
1881 was a little over § per cent: In the adjoining
Presidencies, however, that is in Madras and Bombay,
and in the (British-ruled) State of Mysore, the last
recorded ten years’ statistics show a decrease, and,
what is- more, through the circumstances already
escuibed, a decrease brought about under awiul

K
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conditions. The facts compiled from India Office
records are as follows :—
BRITISH PROVINCES.

Population as

1t should be if
Province or State Poplv.él;zuon. Popll.ggltmn. '::: u:l‘l;en IE Decrease.

zam's Domuin-

1ons prevailed
Madras ., .. .. 31,281,177 30,868,504 34,006,483 3,227,979
Bombay ee .. 16,308,343 16,489,274 17,776,004 1,286,820
N-W, Provinces & Oudh 42,002,897 44,107,869 45,783,158 1,675,289
Mysore .. . .. 5,005,412 4,186,188 5,455,809 1,269,711
Total Decrease - - oo 74459799

THE NIZAM'S DOMINIONS.

(Lstimated) Increase.
Hyderabad State .. 8,861,035 9,845,504 0.845,504 984,504

Here, again, are facts which may give pause to Mr.
Cross, and lead him to consider what there is of
superiority in the administration of the dbove British
Provinces that they should show so serious a decrease
in population, while the much-decried Hyderabad
State, like-climatically situated with parts of Madras
and Bombay and the whole of Mysoie, show a
gratifying increase. The effect upon the mind of the
present writer is to make the task of restraining a
denunciation of British 1ule very difficult indeed.
Such facts as these ought to have effect. Is it, in
regard to Indian affairs alone in the world, that the
Scottish proverb quoted at the head of this section, is
to be proved inaccurate? The late Sir Salar Jung
is indeed happy in his death in that he can leave such
results behind him to confound his critics, and oyer-
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whelm with confusion those who endeavour to beiiftie
his great achievements.

Among reforms in England, in recent years, there are
nohe respecting which more credit is taken than in
regard to the removal of those imposts which interfere
with the freedom of trade; theu abolition, whether in
the shape of Navigation Laws repealed or in Customs’
duties of a vexatious character removed, rank among
the highest achievements of our greatest Finance
Minister, Mr. Gladstone. How did Salar Jung act in
this respect? Was he short-sighted and able only to
count the rupees he might collect in a particular year,
arguing that ‘sufficient for the day 15 the evil thereof’ ?
Or, did he, with wisdom and {oicsight, look ahead, and
argue that the fieer trade became, the fewer the restrie-
tions impcsed upon producer and consumer alike, the
greater the general prosperity of the people, and the
richer the revenue receipts against which no reasonable
taxpayer could protest 7 Idc adopted the latter course.
No European Minister could have carred out such a
policy with gieater resolution and wisdom. Heie are a
dosen petty and harassing imposts which he remitted :—

I. A tax upon herdsmen. 8. An impost for protec-
2. % weddings. tion against enemies.
3., on hides. 9. A tax for supplying
4. 5 on basaars and straw.
markets. 10. A tax upon the sale of
5. ,, upon weavers, i vegetables .
6. ,, trades and | 1I. A tax upon the sale of
professions. bamboos.
7. Transit duties. 12. Import duties on grain.
P

K2
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The revenue foregone by some of these abolitions may
be set out thus:—

TAXES REMITTED.
Yearly Receipts.

Rs.

1. Petty cesses . " ™ - e 1,32,5009
2, Tax on fruit trees.. ve §% W% & 55,547
3. - pasturage perhead of cattle .. e 2,66,233
4. Municipal rates ., . . .- . 43,404
5. Transit duties , o . s o 3,:0,776
6. Import duty on grain .. v . s 2,00,000
7. Tax on trades and professions .. . 2,05,071
8. Reduction in taxes on cotton, satlower, md:nn, &c. 6,50,000
Total ., = i a5 Re<. 19,82,610

e R

Contrast with this the incidents recorded on page 86 of
the manner in which the license tax in British Provinces
harasses the seller of snuff and the gatherer of firewood.”
There need be little wonder that the Times of India’s
“ own correspondent * at Hyderabad should write to that
journal, while Sir Richard Temple was Finance Minister
at Calcutta, and exclaim, ‘What a contrast there is
between the policy of Sir Richard Temple and Sir Salar
Jung!” or, that he should add, ‘ Oneis for raising taxes;
the other is for abolishing them. While the three
Presidencies are groaning under the levy of the income-
tax, the territory of His Highness the Nizam enjoys
perfect immunity from these vexatious imposts.
Although a municipality has been established here,
neither house-tax, nor wheel-tax, nor any other local
cesses come to vex us. Onthe contrary, a long-existing
tax has been recently repealed. His Excellency shas
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abolished, for a term of three years, all taxes that had:
been hithertd levied on ¢ertain professions, and which
annually yielded Rs. 2,50,000." If Sir Salar Jung, or
any other of half-a-dozen Indian Statesmen whé could
be named, had been Finance Minister of India for a few
years, instead of Sir Richard Temple and financiers of
his calibre, the state of Imperial Indian FFinances would
be in very different position to that in whith they are at
present, while the prosperity of the IEmpire and the
condition of the people would, through the past twenty
years, have been vastly better.

How were the satisfactory resultsabove mentioned, so
far as Hyderabad is concerned, brought about? The
answer is, By the judicious fostering of large sources of
income and the equally judicious remission of small
‘imposts.  The increases were in Land Revenue,
Abkari, and Law and Justice. New sources of
revenue were found in .Forest Administration, in
Frontier Customs, in Stamps, in Road Taxes, and
in the Postal Department. Considerations of space
and the fear of wearying readers alone prevent the
detailing of incident after incident calculated to show
the forethought and prompt decision characterising
the changes in tax-collecting and general administration
which Sir Salar Jung carried out. Respecting one
department, however, something must be said.
‘We make it a boast that, under British administration,
trade flourishes and commerce increases. It is
true the total trade of British India is one in which the
foreigner gets one pound sterling profit against one
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shilling or may be one penny gain by the Indian;,
but let that pass. Being the great menufacturers
of the world there is scarcely anything touches
us as a nation so closely, in the way of adminis-
tration, as the fostering of trade. How does
the Indian Minister, the man of the race which
(says Sir Lepcl Griffin) has ‘failed to realise the
first principles of Government,” stand in this respect ?
Does trade languish under his rule ? Isit in a decaying
" condition ?  As will have been seen the hindrances, in
the Nizam’s Dominions, in the shape of taxation imposed,
not only on the foreign trade, but also on internal
exchange of commodities, were extremely gicat. With
a view of impioving trade the Minister adopted the most
rigorous arrangements, and compensated ¢ vested
interests.”  For example: The Saif-Khas jurisdiction
and the Jaghndars together were caleulated to have
sustained a loss of about Rs. 3,062,571 by the abandon-
ment of their nght to levy tiansit duties.  Territory,
yielding a net revenue (after cost of collection was
reckoned) of Rs.2,61,702,was granted in compensation
in addition to an annual payment ot Rs. 1,02,288 in
cash. Theconsequence 1s that the import of ¢ Iluropean
goods’ into Hyderabad territory has mcreased trom
two and a half lakhs of rupees (£25,000) per annum to
nearly six crores, of rupees (nearly £6,000,000.) It the
import trade in Dritish India had increased in like
proportion (that is, two thousand six hundred per cent.)
during.this century the business done by British mer-
chants with India would be vastly greater than it gven
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pow is. It is, therefore, clear from the point of view of
legitimate ¢ British interests,’ to use an expression‘oftett
indicative of what is least creditable to the English
name, that the greater the scope given to Native-Indian
rule the larger will be the trade which the people of
India will carry on with Great Britain. Merchants in
Great Britain, and those whom they employ, ought not to
oppose the principle advocated in these pages of Home
Rule for Indian States. On the contrary, the desire
to extend trade, one of the most legitimate of
national desires, should lead them to be as active in
support of this phase of Indian reform as the
merchants of Lancashiie were in securing the repeal
of Indian import duties on Cotton goods.

(3) EFFICIENCY AND LECONOMY IN
ADMINISTRATION.

Take, again, economy in admuinistration, and the
Nizam's officials bear the palm fiom British officials,
Here is an instructive compatison .—

COST OF COLLLCTION OF CUSTOMS' REVENUE.
H, H.'s Domuinions. Lhe Berars, ¥

Rs. a. p. Rs, 4. po

Average Per Coud. e 6 7 3 Avctage per cent. e 45 I4 5
Or seven times higher! Being British administration it
must of necessity be higher. The Secretary to the
t The condition in H H s districts and 1n the Berars are exactly the same, or should

be, seeing the territonies join each other, The expinsive admumistration of the Berars,

and the consequent withholding of profit revertaes from the Nizam has long been known
to all Acquainted with Indian afiairs,
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‘Government of India, writing in July, 1860,-of th&'
Berars, said, ‘It must be admitted that the civil pay-
ments are much higher than they would have been under:
Native rule.” The figures quoted are for the years
1284 (Fasli) in the Hyderabad districts and 1873-74
in the Berars, almost identically the same periods.
The averages in the Berars for the four years
immediately preceding and including that mentioned
were :—

Rs. a. p.
1869-70 .. - A s 40 3 3
1870-71 .. . . .. 30 4 6
1872 73 .. . e L2301 1
1873-74 . . . . 45 14 5

“T'he variation in two succeeding yecais in His Highness's
Dominions was within a rupee, but on special occasions,
when muchvigilance was necessary to prevent smuggling,
has been as high as Rs. 13-6-4 and Rs. 14-12-6. Such
high averages as are noted in connection with the Berars
are not peculiar to those Provinces, though they are
specially discreditable, considering the circumstances
under which the Berars are held: they are essential to
the costly and not additionally efficient British rule.
This will be seen from the following particulars respecting
the percentage of expenditure on income from customs
in the Punjab for three eonsecunive yéars :—

Rs. a. p.
1865-66 s . .. 31 3 11 per cent.
1866-67 . . o 35 6 Ix ,,
1867.68 . - v 33 14 9 i
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The comparison, it should be distinctly understood, is-
between the percentages on trade carried on by land,
On sea-customs, which is entirely in the hands of the
British authorities, the percentage is comparatively
small, being under 10 per cent.

In care for prisoners confined in the jails the Indian
Minister was always well abreast with his British
neighbours. During oie particular year, taken at
random, for which the figures are before the writer, the
expenditure on this head was Re. 1-13-1 per cent. as
compared with 14a. gp. in Madras, 10a. 8p. in Bombay.
Re. 1-3-11 in the Berars, Re. 1-5-7 in Bengal, and
Re. 1-10-2 in the North-Western Provinces.  Upon
Police, in the same year, Sir Salar Jung expended upon
village and general Police, Rs. 7-15-6 per cent., against,
in British Provinces, exclusive of village chaukidari,
Rs. 4-9-6 in Madras, Rs. 3-15-2 in Bombay, Rs. 7-0-3
in The Berars, Rs. 7-4-2 in Oudh, Rs. 3-11-4 in Bengal,
Rs. 6-5-3 in the North-West Provinces, and Rs. 8-1-3
in the Panjab. So, in like manner, as regards
Education, the Medical Department, and in other
respects, one is compelled to answer the question, ¢ Is the
British Government zealous?’ by the answer, ‘So also
was the lase Indian Minister of Hyderabad and so is
his successor.’ )

Go yet farther, and in affairs which havea relation to
the individual, particulars abound which redound to the
credit of purely Indian administration. Sir Salar Jung
did not content himself with reforms, retrenchrents,
and "reductions which might affect qthers and leave his
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own emoluments untouched. Upon entering offick
he reduced his annual honorarium to ‘exactly
half that received by his predecessor in the Dewanship,
and even at a later period made a farther
reduction of more than 235 per cent.; he also effected a
saving of Rs. 80,000 per annum in the Peishkar’s
honorarium. The enquirer has yet to hear of ggything
approaching this act on the part of any British
administrator in India,

The more carefully and closely the details of
administration in the Nizam's Dominions are examined
the nore thorougbly is the comiction forced
upon the unbiassed mind that the most perfect
aptitude for business and the most statesmanlike
grasp of a people’s wants have, during the past thirty
years, characterised all that has been attempted
and accomphshed.

No statement 15 more frequently put forward by the
apologists for our 1ule 1n India, as proof that it is above
all things efficient, than that which shows how greatly
the revenue of the Empire has incieased under our
careful administration and judicious nursing. On that
statement as affecting the revenue as a whole, with its
eternal enhancements and its infrequent remissions,
and with the frequently recurring deficits and the
continually increasing debt, comments have already
been made. Now, the question must be dealt with in a
comparative sense, and it be shown that there is nothing
which the British Government has accomplished whijch &
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capable native Indian administrator cannot equally
psdorgn.  Here 1s the comparison :—

The Nisam s Donttmons The British Indian Emprre.

Rs £
Revenue in 1853 . 68 01,130 Resenuen 1853 . 28,610,000
w0183 .. 3 I5,40535 » miB8r ., 68,370,000
Increase . R- 2,43,38 goS Increase v+ 430,760,000
. — Ce—

Percebntage of inctease neaily Percentage of Increase 230

357 b4 pereent per cent

In 1853 Sir Salar Jung had to face a deficit of tharty-
one lakhs, besides many other debts. These he
paid and, at the begmning of the year mentioned, had
a balance of Kks. 65.36,239.

On the above showing the advantage would appear
to e with the Nizam's Mimister and 1t does so to a
greater extent than 1s indicated, o1, duning this
period, while Sir Salar Jung had incuried no debt save
for a raillway torced upon the State by the Bntish
authorities, the Lnglhsh administiation had en-
countered—

£
Deficits - - +. 00,230,000
"burpiusu . i . 10,120,000

Deficits over Surpluses .. £:|.x,110,o-o';
In forty-three years, in British India, these salient and
highly important circumstances have happeneq, the
Imperial Debt has increased 500 per cent., while
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revenue and expenditure have each increased about 35e
per cent. %

The Nizam’s State is not absolutely free from debt, nor
does it owe the enormous sum of money which Mr,
Gorst, M.P., mn his article in the Fortmghtly Revicw
(April, 1884)—an article to be noticed hereafter—
‘declares. Mr. (Gorst asserted-that debts amounting to
four hundred and forty-nine lakhs (in round numbers,
£4,500,000) were outstanding. These are the facts as
contained 1n a Memoirandum forwarded to the Viceroy
in the very month that Mi. Gorst’s strictures appeared
in an Enghsh penodical. At the end of the year 1881
the damount of actual debt stood at Rs. 56,74,413, of
which Rs 34,563,496 weie due to the banhers and
Rs. 21,90,917 to the Sarfa-Khas Tieasury, that s, the
Nizam's private treasury. By the end of August, 1883,
the amount had becn reduced to Rs. 26,92,537 as due
to the bankers and Rs. 12,57,104 to the Sarf-1-Khas,
amounting 1n all to Rs. 39,49,641. ¢ The hirst mentioned
amount also includes Rs. 7,37,056 boitowned from the
Hyderabad Bianch of the Bank of Bengal on the
security of the British Government Promissory Notes
lodged i’ the Bank, and which are yet in then hands.
This amount, theiefore, has to be deducted from
Rs. 26,92,537, which leaves Rs. 19,535,481 as the balance
due to the sowhkars. This figure, with Rs. 12,57,104
due to the Sarf-1-Khas, or Rs. 32,12,585 1n all, 1epresents
the total amount of the State debt on the above
mentoned date.’

The figures given below show what was done in the



—AND FOR ENGLAND. 157

way of reducing the liabilities of the State during the
last six years df Sir Salar Jung’s administration :~—

AMOUNT OF DEBTS

L R ey e o Total

1877 26,45 g24 56,60,352 86,06,276
1878 24,34,032 50,72,634 75,06,666
1879 23,40,744 38,709,999 62,20,743
1880 20,05,500 21,93,455 41,098,955
1881 21,90,918 21,27,092 43,18,010
1882 18,40,846 22,62,092 41,02 938

These figures speak for themselves and tend exclu-
sively to prove that the finances of the State were
caretully looked after. While the amount of debt was
reduced from year to year, the cash balances increased
greatly as will be appaient.

Y ear Amount
Rs

1577 . - - e 3576472
1578 a1 @ . ‘ 40,00,025
879 o s s - 48,560,240
1580 ‘e . . . 68,14.251
1881 i o . . 64,709,107
1882 v .e . 65,36,230

If we eliminate the debt and take fiom the British
accounts that which is revenue strictly, the comparison
shows that the Nizam’s 1evenue increased by three
hundred and fifty-seven per cent., while the British
Indian revenue grew by less than one hundred per cent,

It may not be retorted against the Indian Adminis-
trator that the Imperial Power has had to contend
against difficulties, in the way of wars on the frantier
and & terrible mutiny within its Dominions, because, in
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the first place the relative military charges of the Staté
and the Empire are much greater in fespect to the
former,—through no desire, however, of the Nizam,—
while, in the second place, the Mutiny was due to mis-
government in the Empire: its absence, or its suppression
when incipiently exhibited, is a testimony to good
government and to promptitude and vigour in dealing
with disaffection,

COMPARISON BETWEEN ANNUAL MILITARY

EXPENDITURE
The Nizam's Domnions. The British-Indian Empire.
Rs. £
Expenditure on Nizam's Army Expenditure,
Army .. « 62,53,200 1882-83 16,128,000
» on Contingent ——r——
{per Admims-
tration of the Percentage of annual income,
Berais) «s 40,00,000 shghuy over 25 per cent.
Total . Rs 102 53,200

Percentage of annual income, over
33 pet cent.

“This, however, does not state the matter quite so tairly for
the Nizam asit ought to be stated.  In taking over and
administering the Berars as secunity for the payment-of
the Contingent, the British Government obtained the
not inconsiderable advantage of finding 1n 1t a pleasant
preserve of patronage. British officers secured highly-
remunerative appointments, and the cost of administra-
tion was and is so high that the percentage upon the
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total revenue collected is not stated. If Sir Salar Jung
had had the administration of those Provinces and had,
had only forty lakhs a year to pay to the supreme
Government for the Contingent, the revenues of his
State would have shown even better results than those¢
noted above. As an essential element in this particular
matter, let 1t be observed that if the Nizam had been
relieved of the cost of the Contingent, and that
body had been disbanded, the Nizam's own army would
not have been increased and 1ts cost to the State,
Rs. 62,53,200, would have 1eprzsented the sum total on
soldiering account. The consequent relief to the
Minister would have been great, while, either taxation
would have been 1educed o1 beneficial expenditure*
incurred. Further, the present crushing expendituie of
33" per cent. was, in the days when Sir Salai Jung
was strugghing with refoim, moie than one hundied
per cent.; the expenditure 1emained a constant quan-
tity, was, all the way thiough, an old man of the sea
on the shoulders of the Minister. Su Salar Jung's
success becomes increasingly a marvel as one proceeds
more and moie closely to investigate the 1eal circum-
stances of the case. Will not Enghshmen see to it
justice 1s no.lunger denied to the State he 1uled so
wisely and so well ?

The aim of this httle work being what it 1s, to
exalt, against interested decners, the complete fitness
of the inhabitants of India for the administration of
their own country, attention rust be called to the fact
that the success recorded is not due to Englishmen, but
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to Indians. Mr. Gorst, in the article already reférred to,
makes the following assertion :—*¢ Nearly, all the present
revenue officers are Mussulmans brought in by Sir
Salar Jung from other parts of India, chiefly from the
North-Western Provinces. They have no permanent !
interest in the countiy, no sympathy with its people.
Their object is to make as much money as they can and
go away to spend it elsewhere.” Considering that Mr.
Goist was himself a foreigner, obtaining as the result of
a six weeks' stay in Hyderabad an almost fabulous fee
from the Peshkar, that he was * making as much money
as he could and going away to spend it in England,’
the charge comes with bad grace from him. As a
«matter of fact, however, he was, on the whole, as usual,
wrong. In the early days of refoom Indians living out
of Hyderabad State weie nceded; they possessed the
requisite know ledge ; Hyderabadees were unacquainted
with Survey, Settlement, and Revenue Administration.
The present Minister has instituted an enquiry into the
nationality of the State’s Revenue seivants, from which -
it appears that the number of officers in the Revenue
Department, from the Secietary to Government down
to Tehsildais, is 267.  Of these 144 are Hyderabadees,
59 Hindustanees, 20 Madrasees, 33 belong to Bombay,
and 2 are natives ol other parts of India. The per-
centage of Hydeiabadees and Hindustanees (including
inhabitants of Madras, Bombay, and other places) on
the total number, amounts to 54 and 22 respectively.
Including all officers and clerks the total number is
2,589, of which 1,940 or 75 per cent. are Hyderabadees.
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and 128 or 5 per cent. are Hindustanees. The following
table exhibits the facts in a more detailed form :—

Nationality of Imcumbents,

No Percentage.
Hyderabadees .. i i .. 1040 “w 74.95
Hindustanees .. . S . 128 4.94
Madrasees s . o . 78 . 3.0l
Bombayites - i ais o 233 . 8.96
From other parts of India .. . 202 . 7.80
Vacancy .. IR i . s 1 - .03
Europeans . .e . . 8 . 31
~ Total e . . 2,589 va 100
R ) )

Relignon of the Incumbents

Mahomedan . . . .. 670 s 25.88
Hindu .. - . : .. 1859 o 71.84
Parsee " o~ - i . 49 o 1.89
Christian .. - - . sim 10 T .36
Vacancy .. . . 1 - .03
Total . - .+ 2,580 o 100

————— e

This is the ideal to which England ought to work in
India,—eight Europeans out of two thousand six hundred
officials. In his Report, dealing with these figures, the
Miniscer remarks : —° I must however confess,“that for
my own part,] do not at all like the idea of employing
even the existing number of “ foreigners,” and that it is
my earnest desire to raise the percentage of Hydera-
bagees in the public service up to go. I have issued an
order strictly prohibiting the appointment of foreigners
to any post without the special sanction of Government,
and-this order has been published in the Government

L
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Gazette.” I have ressived to myself the right of filling
up the highest ap d'intﬁ-nents only, which do not number
more than 20 orzs in/all. For the rest, I have left the
‘various officers of Gbvernment quite unfettered in their
selection, to fil up ¥he vacancies as they occur.’

Like his lamented father the present Minister is fully
alive to the advantages which English education and
training yield. In proof of this he has given instructions
for ten young natives of Hyderabad to be selected from
the public schools in the State and sent to England in
1885, to be educated in various professions at the expense
of His Highness's Government. These voung men will
be provided with suitable allowances, and will be
encouraged to follow any profession towards which they
‘are naturally inclined. It is proposed to make the
cost of the education of a similar number yearly a
permanent annual charge on the State treasury, at
least for some time to come, provided the first experiment
proves successful.”

The few comparisons made may suffice. The writer
holds his hand from no lack of materials. The enquiry
might be much farther pursued and the Indian State in
no degree suffer by investigation. This much, at least,
must, in fairness to our Indian fellow-subjects, be
admitted, namely. that with the British administrative
results before them as an example in some respects and
a warning in others, they can improve upon the lesson
those results teach and secure greater good to their
subjects than is possible, when the Collector and his chief
subordinates are British. If this is so, we are bound
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by every consideration whereby we justify our hold of
india in the eyes of the world,~—that is, that we are in
India not for our own benefit but for the salvation, and
nurture of the Indian people,—to adopt such measures
as shall serve, while not lessening our power as the
over-lord, to maintain peace throughout the continent,
and at once 1o sou readjust our 1elations with (1) the
Native-Indian States, and (2) the Brtish Provinces, as
to give more and more self-control year by year to the
sons of the soil, theteby bettering the condition of the
millions for whose happmess and well-being in  all
respects, in the sight of God and man, we are
responsible.  Hitherto, those to whom the affairs of
India have been entrusted, have seemed, in spite of
having taken ¢ Heaven's Light’ as their gude, to care
little for the cventual judgment of God, and still less
for the criticism~ of those who find occasion to call

their acts of omission and commission into question.

It not bewng destable to burden the tost with too much detul a number of most
smportant and mmtore tingr facts wall be found 1 0 Appenanto this Part 1 he attention
of the reader 15 speendly seguested to Appendis THL entitled  Anglo Indian Official
Testimony to Sir Salar Jung s Reforms '

(4) A NATIVE INDIAN STATESMAN.

During the thirty years, (which are still under our
review,) of his Dewanship, Sir Salar Jung encountered
difficultics m no degree less serious than those with
which successive Viceroys have had to grapple. iIn
great crises as well as in minor difficulties he was found
equal to every situation. As ume goes on and the un-
important events in history sink into their due
insignificance leaving only a few incidents as landmarks

Lz
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of the period, Sir Salar Jung will stand out among the
individuals who have made and are making the history
of India in this nineteenth century, as incomparably
the greatest figure of them all. Neither statesman nor
soldier (though he never ‘set a squadron in the field”)
will be found, in enduring merit, to reach the height on
which he stands. The verdict of the historian will
place him higher than them all. To him was given
the power of self-restraint, the power to accurately
weigh events and, in spite of forces of almost cyclonic
strength pressing upon him fiom all points of the
compass, to withstand ill-advised suggestions, and to
pursue the even tenor of his way. When the events of
1857 have receded somewhat and we aie freer to judge
and to consider than we now are, it will be found that,
even more than John Lawience in the Punjab or than
Sir Henry Havelock in the North-Western Provinces or
even than Lord Canning at Calcutta, Salar Jung was,
in that time of terrible trial to all Britons and to all
who wish well to India, the Saviour of British Rule in
that country. Anglo-Indians by the score have said
with their lips and have left on record with their pens,
‘But for the stand which Salar Jung made at
Hyderabad all India would have been lost to us and
we should have had to re-conquer the country frem the
sea-board.” Others—Sir R. Temple among them—have
declared his conduct to be ‘simply priceless.” Yet.no
historian has, to this present, put this prescient states
man in the position he has well earned, nor, when
abundant opportunity offered, did any British Mihister



—AND FOR ENGLAND. 168

"exhibit toward him adequate gratitude. On the
contrary, to our shame be it said, there have been men
in high office in India who took a delight in subjecting
him to insult and contumely, who degraded themselves
in trying to humiliate him.

If ever there was an incident which justified the
cynic in declaring that there is no over-ruling
Providence directing the course of events and ensuring
that what men sow that also shall they reap, even to the
last handful of grain the sower casts, it was the loyalty
of Salar Jung and his Master to the British in 1857.
Four years before the Mutiny Lord Dalhousie had taken
a step which should, if consequence follows cause, if
Nemesis does indeed wait to follow up an act of
injustice and swiftly punish the unjust, have made
it impossible, on an outbreak occurring, for the Deccan
and Southern India to stand fast in adherence to the
British. Lord Dalhousie, whose practice the new
Viceroy of India is somewhat foolishly implored
to follow, had, by acts which cven his lordship’s
instrument declined to describe, wrested from the
Nizam the fairest and most prosperous districts of his
Dominions, to support a Contingent, the existence of
which, a few.years before, even Lord Dalhousie himself
had declared he could not defend.* The act was high-

* On one occasion, when the Nizam asked why the Contingent was kept longer tham
the proceedings of the Hindoo Princes threatened war, the reason given for creating it.
Lord Dalhousie wrote:~'1, for my part, can never consent, as dn honest man, to
instruct the President, to reply that the Contingent has been maintained by the Nizam
from the end of the war in 1817 until now becaase the 12th Article of the Treatyof 1800
obliged His Highness 50 to maintain it.’
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handed and was unjustfiable. It ought, in the ordinary
course of things, to have left behind it a rankling sore,
a deep sense of injustice, and a determination that no
opportunity should be lost of showing resentment.
How comes it, if the Princes and statesmen of Indian
blood are the crafty, designing, revengeful, treacherous
creatures that many Anglo-Indian writers declare
them to be, Salar Jung should, in that supreme hour of
British peril, have stood in the breach and saved us
from overthrow ?  He was still smarting under the
degradation and shame of controlling thq affairs
of a greatly-reduced State. His personal sufety
appeared to lie in giving way to the forces of the
hour. His ambition must have been fired by the pro-
babilities of honour and dignity and even sovereign
power which he might gain if, indeed, the prophets
were right, if the days of British authority were
numbered and the last sands of the English glass were
running. Indian history has many incidents of a like
kind ; what man has done man may still do. Salar
Jung remained proof against temptation. He nobly
rose abave all petty considerations affecting himself,
and, what is rarer and morc noble still, he passed over
the recent and still palpitating insult to his State and
courageously threw in his lot with the Power which had
used his Master despitefully, and was (after the lapse of
many years) to use himself even more despitefully.
During that time of mutiny he went in daily fear of
assassination, he was ‘ the object of threats, execragions,
and hatred upon the part of the whole population.’
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Still, he maintained his ground, and, without stopping
to nicely consider all he was venturing in so doing, at
once sent the Contingent and a portion of the
Subsidiary Force to the help of the British troops.
Colonel Fraser, in his work, ¢ Our Faithful Ally," tells
. tie story of the succour which this Contingent brought
to the sorely-bested British forces. The Nizam'’s troops,
it is stated, were first launched against the fortress of
Dhar, which by forced marches they reached just after
the escape of the rebel garrison, but in time to follow
in pursmt. This rapid movement and essential service
was followed up by the speedy and signal success
of overtaking the fugitives, en route to Neemuch,
and capturing a battery of eight guns (that of
- Mahidpore) which would otherwise have served the
mutineers. ¢ This timely arrest certainly prevented
a second Cawnpoie tragedy at Neemuch, and
probably—in crippling the 1ebel forces at a critical
juncture—materially affected the ultimate issue of the
war. For the successful result of this, their initiative
(known as the action at Rawul), the Nizam's cavalry
were ordered an extra (or daffa) of five rupeega month
to each man during the remainder of field service; and
it js nothing short of humihating to have to add that,
with a symmetrical coolness peculiar to this sultry
clime, the discharge of this impulsive obligation was
left to the pliable Nizam. In their junction with Sir
Hugh Roge at Saugor and in zssisting to force the . pass
of Muddenpore, at the capture of Talbeit and fall of
Jhansi, at the decisive action of Koonch gained under
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the fiercest strength of a tropical sun, and in a final
demonstration against Tantia Topee; in each and all
were the efficiency and resistless dash of the Contingent
conspicuously displayed.’*

As Salar Jung acted during the Mutiny, so did he act
throughout his able and fruitful career. He saw that
the future of India was, for good and for all, bound up
with England, and that the wise course for a patriotic
Indian to take was to recognise this fact and to adapt
the affairs he controlled to that which was beneficial
in English modes of action. This was a man to
cherish, How he would have been cherished were
we but true to our professions! He was not a
perfect man. Being human, he made mistakes;
not being omniscient he could not sometimes avoid
failing. All the agents he employed were not immacu-
late, and the wrong-doings of some of them reacted
upon, their employer. He had that fine touch of
character, never absent from the man of first-class mind,
which, though plans are fully carried out and ambitions
realised, will not allow him to feel his work is perfect,
but makes him strongly desirous, upberne by what he
has achieved, to do still better. Sir Salar Jung had this
noble characteristic in full measure. His latest English
detractor, Mr. Gorst, has actually shown himself incap-
able of recognising so lofty and noble a quality of mind.
In the course of his carping criticism of the dead lion,
Mr. Gorst says:—¢In domestic affairs his [Sir Salar
Jung’s] attempts to establish a sound system of

Times of India, art, *Claims of the Nizam, Past and Present,' July 12,,1867,
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administration failed completely ; no one khew this
better than Sir Salar Jung himself, and it is said that he
frequently lamented the fact to his intimate associates.’
Poor Mr. Gorst! In his unreasoning hatred of the
statesman, he has failed, to understand that sad dis-
appointment which takes “possession of superior minds
when they review their wotk ; they see a hundred faults
where the onlooker notes but one ; they observe
neglected opportunities of which the observer is oblivious.
Mr. Gorst has written himself down as unable to under-
stand the intense yeaining of a high-minded man to do
better work in days to come than he has yet attempted.
However, when all is said that can, by envy or malice,
he said this much 1s certain,—Sir Salar Jung proved
that an Indian statesman could do for an Indian
State all that a British administrator could do,
and more besides. The country will largely gain
by fostering and encouraging such men as he.
‘We are in India only for the good of India,’ trumpet
forth a thousand tongues. Ten thousand acts prove
the words a mockery, and declare we are where we are
because it is more to our profit than to our loss. If we
were honest we should stand aside and give place to
such men as the one just described, whose peers
were and are to be found n every part of India.
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CHAPTER Il

MR. GORST, M.P.,, ON ‘THE KINGDOM OF
THE NIZAM.

¢ All things lnok yellow to the jaundiced eye.’

IN judging of matters Indian the average Englishman
or Englhishwoman employs a different standard to that
he or she uses in judging of anything affecting
England or any other country, save India, on the face
of the earth. Mr. Gorst, Q.C., M.P., is the typical
Englishman in this 1espect; a lady travelling home
from India during the autumn of a few years ago is the
typical Englishwoman. The lady first. She was the
wife of an officer on duty in the Nizam’s Dominions.
The husband was no subaltern, but a burra Sahid in
deed an? of a tiuth. On half-a-dozen occasions,
while voyaging between Bombay and Suez, the lady
expressed her opinions for the benefit of all and sundry
regarding the administration of affairs in the State of
Hyderabad. Her remarks, however, centred upon the
Nizam’s Minster, who was, to her, a veritable béte noir.
Nobody, who heard her frequent protestations, could
exactly tell why she should cherish the animesity
against Sir Salar which she never tired of expressing.
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Certainly herestock illustration convinced no one that
she had occasion.

“Ah!’ she would say, ‘ If you want to judge what sort
of a Minister Salar Jungs, think of this: Why, this
year, as on many other occasions, he has had to borrow
money to pay us’'—(who the ‘us’ might be was not
clear) —*from the Sowkars! Fancy, a Prime’ Minister
not being able to get along without going to the
Sowkars !’

‘But,” on the last occasion of the airing of her
complaints, remonstrated one of her hearers, ¢ there is
nothing very serious in a Minister negotiating a short
loan until the collections of revenue come in. 1 suppose
that is what Sir Salar has done. There may be a
special reason for his doing so.’

A shake of the head was the first response, followed
by ‘Yes, but see: he had to go to the Sowkars!’

¢ Well, madam,’ was the retort, ‘is that very evil?
Did not Lord Beaconsficld a few years ago, or more,
g0 to the Sowkar Rothschild for a loan to buy Suez
Canal Shares? And, has he not floated Exchequer
Bills for the trifling sum of six millions sterlimg ?’

This was the climax and the close of the particular
conversation reported, with the exception that the lady,
in an audible and highly-indignant whisper remarked
upon the temerity exhibited in naking a comparison
between Lord Beaconsfield and Sir Salar Jung. Her
opponent quite agreed with her, and in spirit immedjately
apologized to the Indian statesman.

Mr. J. E. Gorst, Q.C., M.P., furnishes an even more
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complete illustration of the truth of the assertion which
has been made in the opening paragraph of this chapter.
He has earned an honourable reputation in England for
the sympathy he exhibits on behalf of the races owning
British supremacy. In him the Maories of New
Zealand have found one of their best English friends.
The Aborigines’ Protection Society know him as an ally.
By parity of reasoning he might have been expected to
take a front place among British Indian Reformers.
The contrary has proved to be the case. Three months
of the Parliamentary recess of 1883-84 were occupied
by him on a voyage to and a stay in India. He was
in that great Empiie a few weeks. On the strength of
that visit he wrote an article for the Forinightly Review:
it was published in April, 1884. It was a slashing and
wholly inaccurate production, worthy of the lieutenant
of Lord Randolph Churchill. In this article Mr. Gorst
was unsparing in his denunciations of the young Nizam
and his minister Salar Jung. A marked tribute was
paid to the memory of Sir Salar Jung by describing his
administration as a total failure and his reforms as a
huge fraud committed with certain political motives
to hoodwink the British Government. The State of
Hyderabad was verging on the brink of bankruptcy, a
state of things brought about by the thoughtless and
wasteful extravagance of the late Minister while the
credit of the Government was nil. The peasantry were
ground down by oppression and by a rack-rent s _JSt&I';'l
of taxation. Corruption and peculation were the order
of the day.
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‘Such, in a few words, is the purport of the article
ih question. * Mr. Gorst has not a good word to say
about any one except perhaps the Peshkar. Who, the
English reader may ask, is the Peshkar? And, why,
should Mr. Gorst think so highly of anybody in a State,
for which he doubtless thinks Hamlet’s description of
the state of Denmark 1s fitting ? The answer to these
questions is t¢ be found in a pamphlet written by one
of the ablest publicists in India, Mr. Grattan Geary,
Editor and Proprietor of the Bombay Gazette. Mr.
Geary's pamphlet is entitled * Hyderabad Politics: an
Answer to Mr. Gorst, M.P.” In an appendix to this
chapter will be found an interesting citation from Mr.
Geary’s pamphlet : it answers with tolerable complete-
ness the second of the two questions asked above. Mr.
Gorst himself tells us who the Peshkar is. ¢ The
Peshkar,’ he says, ‘ was a Hindu, mild and conciliatory
in manner, and eccentric in his mode of conducting
business. He carried his documents of State about
with him in his pockets, and gave audiences at mid-
night in a cellar.,” Mr. Gorst went to India to endeavour
to obtain from the Viceroy his approval to the selection
of the Peshkar as Prime Minister in succession to Sir
Salar Jung, Armed with this approval he hoped pressure
could be brought te bear upon the Nizam to make the
appointment. The Peshkar represents Reactionary
Hyderabad, the portion of Hydeiabad which did all it
could to thwart Sir Salar Jung’s reforms. It will be
seen that Mr. Gorst did not think very highlyof his
client. Perhaps the reader will think still less, when
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he reads the following narrative of the aged opium-eating
Hindu’s idea of administration. A quarrel was proceed-
ing between two parties, each of wham appealed to the
Peshkar. The old gentleman attended to the appeals,
He sent eight consecutive oiders, four in favour of the
petitioner and the other lour in favour of the party
petitioned against. The Secretary to the Irregular
Troops, who was presented with these conflicting orders
by the contending paities, was gieatly perplexed and did
not know which of the two sets of orders to act upon.
In sore distiess he applied to the Peshkar for instructions.
Mr. Gorst's mild and concihiatory client wrote back to
the effect that he was ashamed of having to 1ssue such
conflicting orders, that people who brought recom-
mendations to lum and urged him to act upon them ought
to be ashamed of themsehes. He hoped the Secretary
would do just what was right and proper, and not mind
the orders he had 1eceived ! This was the Minister Mr.
Gorst wished to force upon the Nizam. Fortunately, his
Highness, 1f he has the mistortune to incur M1, Gorst’s
contempt because he 1s young, ! 4 cnough discernment
to see that the Peshhar was c¢o Jucting offairs to rack
and rumn. 1In place of the *‘n il and conciliatory’
Hindu he «elected Mu Liak Ah, the eldest son of the
late Minister, who hid boen jorred as Co-Regur ¢ with
the Peshhai—a Inmg man charid to a corp-c.  Most
thoroughly has lis Flighnes.'s action bcen justified.
Liak Ali, who, in his tuin, is known to the world by
the honoured designation Salar Jung, is proving himself
in every respect worthy of the position he occupies and
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of‘the name he bears. He is diligent in the despatch
‘of business, he is resourceful in emergencies, he: is
“courageous and prompt to act in time of need. Events
have already occurred to try his mettle: he has come
out of each ordeal more than conqueror. In him the
race of Indian Statesmen finds a representative and a
champion of whom the whole Empire may be proud.

It would have been occasion of much gratification to
the present writer, in giving bhis testimony to the many
administrative virtues and excellencies of purely Indian
officers, if he could have done this without importing
the personal element into the narrative. He would have
preferred to leave the statement for Sir Salar Jung, as
it appears in the preceding chapter, divested of all
extraneous matters. Mr. Gorst, however, has appealed
to Ceaesar : in his appeal he has made assertions affecting
the character of individuals which are wholly untrue.
Too little, unfortunately, is known in England of Indian
statesmen and of Indian States. The reader will, there-
fore, suffer a few remarks intended to show, in matters
of detail as well as in the broad region of adminis-
tration, there is no truth in the charges alleged.

I. The article which Mr. Gorst contributed to the
Fortwightly Revicw opens with a melodramatic scene.
Qutside a village Court-house three persons are described
as ‘ standing in the scorching sun with heavy stones upon
their heads.” They ‘were being pressed in this fashion
hy one of the superior Revenue officials to raise the
deficiency’ of their revenue due to ‘Government.
’ After enduring the torture for twenty-four,hours
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they yielded, sold their bullocks, paid their rent, and
what is since become of them and their* families, God
only knows.” Mr. Gorst carefully suppresses the source
whence he derived this information. The story is
evidently taken trom an official report submitted by
Major General Glasfurd, on the 4th of February, 1884,
and is greatly exaggerated. General Glasfurd was,
two years previously, appointed Survey and Settlement
Commissioner. The late Minister particularly requested
him while on tour to make a thorough and searching
examination of the records of the different]district offices.
This anxiety of Sir Salar Jung to have the defects of
his administration officially brought to his notice by a
British officer of standing, together with many other
instances of the kind which might be enumerated, the
details of which are available, is a complete refutation
of the statement made in the course of the article under
notice, that the Minister hushed up scandals and did
not allow British officers to know anything about his
,administration, except what he chose. To return to
the incident : General Glasfurd made an extensive tour
of the Nizam’s Dominions, and after nearly eighteen
months drew up a report describing the depressed
condition of the ryots in the Bidar district. In his
report General Glasfuid mentions the case of three
ryots who were tortured by a petty Revenue official
(not by a high official as Mr. Gorst would make people
believe)  who made them stand in the rain with heavy
stones on their heads.” Mr. Gorst has ‘touched’ up the
official statement by substituting the words ¢scorching
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~sun’ for the word ‘rain.’ Dramatic effect was obtained
at the expense of truth. The General, in his remarks,
says nothing about the length of time the ryots were
kept standing. Itisto be noted that throughout the tour
the General recorded only this single instance (together
with a few minor ones) of oppression coming under his
notice. The cases occurred in one village in a districtthe
ryots of which had been in a comparatively depressed
condition owing to the suppression of poppy cultiva-
tion two years before ar the instance of the British
Government.

The Nizam'’s Government has always shown itself
anxious to put down oppression on the part of its
servants with a strong hand and to metle out severe
punishment to the partics found guilty of such
charges. Not long ago the young Nizam, accompanied
by his Minister, procceded on a short hunting expe--
dition to a village in the Ibrahimpatan Taluk. The
ryots of the Taluk complained of the irregular and
high-handed proceedings of the local Tehsildar. His*
Highness personally recorded the statements of the
complainants, and finding that a prima facic case had
been made out, forthwith ordered the suspensgon of the
delinquent functionary pending his trial by the regular
Courts of law.

In the Khaman district ‘several charges of bribery
and maladministration were preferred against Mrs
éovind Rao, the Talukdar.” The Minister at once
appointed a commission composed of a Judge of the
High Court and a member of the Inam Commission;

M
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and directed them ‘to proceed to the spot and inquire
into the complaints. A case having apparently been
made out against the first Talukdar, he was suspended
from his duties, pendingjthe final report of the Com-
mission,” These two cases, taken from official reports
lately published, tend conclusively to prove that the
Nizam’s Government is not slow in punishing offenders
whenever their delinquencies are brought to notice.

Sir Salar Jung himself did not countenance unlawful
conduct in the servants of his Government, whether
high or low. The case of Hunmunt Rao, Chief
Treasurer and Accountant General, is an instance in
point. This man had been accused of peculation and
corruption. Sir Salar Jung having satisfied himself of
the reasonableness of the charges brought against him
appointed a special Commission to try him., The
Commissioners found him guilty and the man was
mulcted in a heavy sum and sentenced to five years’
imprisonment.  Another instance may be quoted of a
High Court Judge who, having been convicted of
}ecciving bribes, was sentenced to imprisonment and
fine. Instances might be multiplied of officials found
guilty and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment
for the commission of offences of different kinds.
These strong measures had a salutary effect and no
case of any importance occurred for nearly ten years
after the termination of the last case among the higher
officials until the conduct of Govind Rao, to which
allusion has been made, was recently brought to the
notice of the Government.



—AND FOR ENGLAND. 179

2. The writer has been at some pains to find out the
facts of the solitary case mentioned by Mr. Gorst in
support of his assertion that Sir Salar Jung hushed up
scandals. The allusion here is to the case of a high
official now a member of the Board of Revenue at
Hyderabad. This gentleman was formerly a member
of the Oudh Commussion in the British service and
bore a very high character. At Sir Salar Jung’s request
his services were transferred to the Nizam's Govern-
ment by the Government of India; he was, as a special
case, allowed to contribute towards the civil pension
fund to enable him to draw a pen<ion after a certain
period. On arriving at Hyderabad he was appointed a
Sadar Talukdar or Divisional Commissioner. Amnony-
mous petitions were sent to the British Resident, Sir
Richard Meade, and amonyg these was one narrating
the story told by Mr. Gorst. The Resident, contrary to
the general practice in such cases to consign papers of
this kind to the waste-paper basket, demanded that a
thorough and searchinginquiry should be made into the’
matter- A Commssion was appointed consisting of
one European and one Native officer who, without
giving the Sadar Talukda notice of the visit, repaired to
the scene of the alleged outrage. When the Commission
re_ached the village where the offence was said to have

* ‘Scandals were hushed up  On onc oucasion a high revenue ofhicial was charged
with having we1zed while on tour the wife and daughbter of a village officer for whom he
had conceived a Lriminal passion and kept them for sone time in his zenana A com-

_ mssion of inquiry was appointed by Sir Salar Jung, but on arrival at the village they
found that the officer with lus wife and daughter had heen spirited away and culd not
be {oupd 1he official thus accused st1ll holds hus position in the Nizam s admimistration,
= Mr. Gorst s Article, Fortnightly Revicw, p 523

Mz
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been committed, they not only found that the charges
were unfounded but that there were no such persons in
existence as those on whose behalf the petition purported
to be addressed. The story was, therefore, a myth,
and nothing more. In a Persian letter dated 1oth
October, 1879, Sir Richard Meade wrote to the
Nizam’s Minister as follows on the subject :—‘The
grave charges brought against the Sadar Talukdar
have been proved to be groundless %and the finding
has given me satisfaction.” On his retirement from
the Residency, Sir Richard left on record among the
archives of his office references to this case and
to tlie Sadar Taluhdar in the {ollowing terms:—
‘There have been some anonymous complaints against
Mr. But His Highness's Government, after
inquiry, has pronounced them to be unfounded, and I
understand that he enjoys its full confidence. 1 believe
him to be one of the most able and intelligent officials
in His Highness’'s service.” The solitary instance on

which Mr. Gorst has based his assertion having proved
to be a fable, the superstructure which he built upon it
necessarily falls to the giound. Far from hushing
up scandals, Sir Salar Jung was ever ready to enquire
into any charge brought to his notice, and never
failed to sufficiently punish those who were proved
to be guilty of misconduct. The Nizam’s Govern-
ment placed perfect confidence in this officer because
they found him to be worthy of it. All the four
successive British officers who have succeeded Sir
Richard Meade as Resident since the date of vthe
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enquiry have testified to the high qualities of this
gentlemen.

Like testimony of a flattering character to the Nawab
has been borne by Sir Steuart Clive Bayley and Major
Trevor.

3. The reference in Mr. Gorst's article to Inspectors
from Hyderabad and the only honest Talukdar is to
Mr. Sheikh Daood’s suspension by Government. In
1874 the late Mr. Sheikh Daocod, then Talukdar
(Collector) of Auiungabad, ntroduced revised rates of
assessment in the whole district, based on unsound
principles. He caused a rough suivey tobe made by the
Pativadis, of the diffeient hclds and then had the soils
classed simply by asking the villagers, who were
collected 1n one place, to specify the colour of the soil
of each field. If one soil was said to be black, it was
put down as first class: 1f biown o1 red as second class;
and 1t gravelly as third class. The statements of the

* Sir Oliver St John, when on vvesit to Gulb 1 m Jung, 1994, wirote as follows to
him —

Gultargy July st 1SS My der Nawabyar Jung Asyou are the founder of
the eneedlent institution I hove seen m Guibargy and the withor of ats high 1eputation
and mmcreasing prosperity I oot leave the plwe withont owpressing to you how
plot ed Thave been with all Thoe seen The wweellent ﬂl{ﬂliﬂl\tl’.’l‘On of Gulbarga
show- what cin be done in the domimons of s Thghness the Nizam  and it should
be a sulyeet of Wt pride to you to feel that you have been the proneer of good govern-
ment in the country, and that to your hard work other distiret ofhieers are looking as
the standard which they should try 1o attun

1t give me the more pleasure to congratulate you on the happy result of your
labours, beeause lihe myvself your carlicst service was passed in Qudh, a province of
*which I have the pleasantest recollections’
* With the best wishes for your future succe.s and bappiness, Believe me, yours
wvery truly, s
Signed) ‘O 57 Joun'
¢ Rawab yar Jung, Ekranu ella Ihan’
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villagers were not checked by any tests, but were simply
accepted as facts. When the statements were contra-
dictory, as very often they were, then the statement
which set down the soil at the highest class was
accepted. Asmay be imagined, the so-called classifica-~
tion of the soils was thoroughly wrong; low classes
of lands were often put down as first class and vice versa.
But the mischief did not stop here, Mr. Daocod introduced
arbitrary rates of assessment. He calculated the
cultivated area of the village in beegas, and the amount
of the total assessment paid thereon. TFiom these he
produced an average rate, and this rate he propor-
tionately divided into three classes, tixing them on each
of the three different classes of soils. The consequences
of this course of action was, as may readily be
imagined, most disastrous, causing great fluctuations
in the assessment of each field.  For instance, a man
who had hitherto paid only ten tupees for his field
found he had to pay a hundred, and a man who paid the
latter sum had his assessment reduced to ten, and so on.
In realising this revised assessment he committed much
oppression and even personally beat some of the ryots,
This irregalar and arbitrary way ol hiing assessments
naturally cieated considerable dissatisfaction among the
ryots, and many petitions were sent by them to the
Mimster, who thereupon deputed Mr, Mahdi Ali to
proceed to Aurungabad and inquire into the ryots
complaints. Mr. Mahdi Al travelled over the districts,
made personal inquiries from the ryots, had some of the
measurements and classifications tested by professional



—AND FOR ENGLAND 183

stirveyors, with the result that he found them both,
especially tHe latter, very incorrect. He sent in a
detailed report of his inquiry, whereupon the Govern-
ment suspended Mr. Sheikh Daood, as that officer had
carried out the survey and made the revolutionary
changes in the assessment without the knowledge or
sanction of Government. That year the revenue
suffered a loss of upwards of one lakh of Rupees. Mr.
Sheikh Daood was afterwards re-instated as first
Talukdar, but was transferred to another district. He
was, however, suspended for six months.

4. Mr. Gorst says that “in the rural districts there is no
administration of justice. The Talukdars and their
subordinate officers, who collect the revenue, are
themselves the Ministers of Justice, with civil and
military jurisdiction, and have the charge of the police.’
This is a condemnation not of the system prevailing in
the Nizam’s Dominions but of that in vogue in the
British Districts.  The District Collectors not only
possess criminal powers but, throughout British India,
they also have the police under their control. In some
of the large provinces of British India, notably the
Panjab, the Berars, Qudh and Assam, th® District
officers possess civil jurisdiction also. The late Sir
Salar Jung was anxious to take civil cases from the
control of the District officers and place them in
eharge of a special agency, but he died before he could
put this reform into practice. That the adminis-
fration of justice in some parts of the  Ntzam’s
Dohinions is not as good as it is in certain favoured
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British Districts cannot be denied, but in this connection
account must be taken of the difficultibs which Sir
Salar Jung had to encounter. The late Nizam, Afzal
Ud Dowlah, was completely in the hands of old-
fashioned Moulvies aml he would not allow any
reforms that might inteifere with their right to
administer justice. On one occasion an intelhgent
lawyer from Bombay was engaged to codify the laws and
put the administration of justice on a proper footing.
The Nizam, however, would not hsten to anything in
favour of the introduction of reforms in that branch
of administration and the legal gentleman had to
return, his woik not even begun. It was on account of
these matters that Sir Salan Jung once placed his
resignation in the hands of his master, and it was
because of obstructions of this kind that Sir George
Yule had, on <everal occasions, to address him in
strong terms. On the death ot the Nizam in 1869, Sir
Salar Jung began the work of 1eform 1n the Judicial
Department, and from that time until 1876 he continued
to introduce new measuics as opportunity occurred.
Then came the second Co-Regent, forced upon Sir Salar
Jung by Lord Lytton. 71he Co-Regent was strongly
opposed to all reforms in the direction >f cheaper
and more cffectual justice and the Minister was
obliged "to put a stop to his wisc designs. On the
death of the Co-Regent he again drew up a scheme
of reform with the approval of Sir Steuart Bayley, but
before he could put it into force he died. At the same
time, while the administration of justice in Britisn
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Provinces is 1n the condition described by Mr. L. P,
Delves Bioughton, Administrator-Gencral, in a series
of letteis to the St#esinan (Calcutta) in January, 1885,
it is not for Mi. Gorst, not for any one else of his
nmationality, to speak shghtingly of the attempts made
in the State of Hyderabad to imitiate and caiy out
judicial 1eform.

5. It 15 not tiue to say, as Mi. Gorst says in his
article, that 1evenue “has becn on the decline {fo1 some
years past.” In a memorandum on the administration,
prepared by the present Ihinista and arculated among
Indian newspapers and in other d rections, a statement
1s ginven of the revenue for twelve yeus. Thete are no
great fluctuations obsavable. Wherevar thee are dif-
ferences those differences are due to the seasons. The
year 1678-79, which cnded threc ycars belore Sn Salar
Jung s death, brought moie tevenue than any other
year had done for the past twenty yeais.

6. Agamn, Mr. Goist 1s altogethar wiong in stating
that the whole 1evenue 15 (vpended 1n the cty of
Hvdeciabad. The following are the items that are
spent on special administiation and on  productive
woths.  They ate for 1881 2—

- Rs,
Law 1nd Jestice . 5 it 7 25 730
Police .. . . . T . o 23,108,434
Education % " . .. ii 1,55 577
Medical . . - o . «» 1,03,5062
Municpalities (wlich ate pud fiom Geneinl Fund
and for which no special tax 15 levied) 6,25 522

.

Public Works - . 17,409,300

Total .. . . . e 5708 215
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Out of the grant for Public Works Rs. 3,50,000 were
devoted to the repair and maintenance of irrigation
works in the country.

The foregoing refutations of Mr. Gorst’s incorrect
statemenls must suffice. From them, and from the
particulars given in the preceding chapter, it will be
clear that the charges brought against the adminis-
tration of the Nizam's Kingdom by the late Minister
are wholly without foundation. No doubt Mr. Gorst
did not set forth the unveracious statements in his
article with conscious and deliberate unveracity. He
gives an explanation of his own action when he says, ‘In
our system of governing India we shut our eyes to dis«
agreeable truths.” This s exactly what he has done. He,
a lawyer, accepted ex parte statements from interested
parties as proved facts and published them as such. The
consequence has been the commission of gross injustice.
So far {from the Nizam’s Dominions being ill-governed
they are well-governed, and the general conduct of
the nation’s affairs is such as to make the great
Mahommedan State of India a pattern not merely to
other Indian States but to the much vaunted British
Provinces as well,
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APPENDIX.
1.
MR. GORST AND HIS CLIENT.
(From Hyderabad Politics, by Grattan Geary.)

Now let us see what are the facts relative to this admirable Minister

f Mr. Gorst’s choice. The Peshcar, Raja Narendra, was appointed
Zgenior administrator after the dezth of Sir Salar Jung, having for his
colleague Mir Liak Ali, now better known by the title of Salar Jung, the
eldest son of the deccased Minister. The Government of India made
this arrangement at the suggestion of Sir Stevart Bayley—one of the
most experienced and successful Residents ever sent to Hyderabad—in
order to bridge over the interval of a year which had yet to elapse
before the Nizam attained his majority, fixed by the law and custom of
Native States at 18 years, It was expressly laid down that the Peshcar,
who was an old and feeble man, but had enjoyed considerable experience
in administration under Sir Salar Jung, should give the major portion of
the actual work to his young colleague, and himself supply the guidance
which official experience qualified him, it was supposed, to give. There
was a Council of Regency, but the two administrators were alone to
carry on the executive work. Within a few weeks of assuming office,
the Péshcar completely ignored his colleague, and, in spite of the
remonstrances of Mir Liak Ali, he kept the whole of the affairs of
Government in his own hands. We have scen Mr. (i{Jrst‘ﬁ.description
of his peculiar gaethods of conducting business. Let us add that he was
addicted to opiutn-eating, a practice which was necessary to keep his
failing vitality from sinking under the pressure of State affairs. He
refused to work with the official hierarchy, composed mainly of educated
ngtives trained in the British system. and lent by the Government of
India to the State of Hyderabad to reform the administration. There
was a certain kitmutgar, or butler, who became an important perspnage
of Stgte. He and another man wholly illiterate, and who had not 80
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long before filled some humble employment at ten shillings a mon
were intermediaries between the general public and FIS Excellency th
Peshcar, The ordinary work of administration came almost to a stand

The reforms laberiously instituted by Sir Salar Jung with the ap:
of the Government of India, fared badly under the new rigime A
cettain Hunmunt Rao, who had formerly filled the office of Treasurer,
commutting theremn large peculations, for which he was heawly fined in
treble the amount, and bamished the city for five years, was actually
appointed Inspector Geneial of 4ll the Departments and special Super- i
visor of Accounts to the Ticaswmy Hunmunt Rao naturally bated the
Salar Jung family, <eeing that the late Minister had dutected s defalca-
tions and caused lum to be «eserely pumshed  'When he found himself
agamn n the Ireasury the rccounts of which are so intricate that very
few outwiders are competent to understand them, he was able, without
much trouble to mike out 1 ~uit of counter charge agginst the memory
of the Iate Mimister cileulited to taimish the name of Sir Salar and
discredit his sons with the (10\(..1nmenl of India It was sud 1n
Hvderabad thit Ifunmunt R1o offered to accomplish this measure of
vengeance and of policy on the condition of being restored to the office
of [ieasma Young Salar Jung appeaded to the Rewident against so
monstious an appointment and the Resident, Mr Cordery, protested,
but without any practical result

T he honest Tircasuier had not been long 1n office when he passed an
order, at the instance of the Pushear, for the payment of a sum of
Rs 82,000 to M1 Thomnas Palmer, 2 I maswan Barnsta, who had
become the Peshc u s unofficiil adviser and bosom friend  Salar Jung
and Bushir ud-Dowla, onc of the Members of the Council of Regency,
inquued for what purpose so laige a sum wis tiken fiom the Treasury
The Peshear stated that st was required to make laige pi rchases for the
Nizam i Bombay  Salur Jung ashed His Highness whether this were
the fact 1L Iizhne sacphbed thattne statement was absolutely false |
he did not w int to make any purchases whatever It was ascertained
that the money, instead of being sent to Bombay, was taken by Mr. T.
Palmer to Calcutta  The Peshear was pressed for a further explanatiun,
and he gave one wide as the Poles from that aheady given  1he money
was needed, he stated, to pay for advice in connection with His



~~AND FOR® ENGLAND. 189

hness’s 2pproaching accession. It has been asserted'in a paper of
cireulationlin India, the Piomecr, that the money was really
wn as a fee for Mr, Gorst, whose advice was sought by the Peshcar,
id that statement has never been contradicted. Either Mr. Gorst, or
me one else, drew up « document which filled two pages and a half of
printed sheet of foolscap, that was subsequently handed by the
‘eshcar to the Viceroy as a statement of his pioposals for the future
overnment of Hyderabad. There was certamnly nothing in the docu-
ent in question which would <eem to an unenthusiastic reader to be
th Rs. 82,000. It pioposed that there should be no consultative
Council, that a Dewan should have sole and undivided authonty, and
‘that to counteract the impuluve temper of youth, His Highness®
Dewan should be a person of matire age. It was not natural that at
his age he should cherish the ambitious projeets which are natural to
the young, but such as he was, huis whole hife was devoted to the State,
and his services are at the disposil of Ilis Highness, if they were
required, Whether Mr Goist wrote this, 1 cannot <ay, lacking the
confidence of those who declaic thit hardly any doubt can exist upon
the point, but it1s unquestionable that whoever wiote the two pages
and a half of foolscap, of which we have just secn the puiport, was
according to His Ixcellency the DPeshewr himself, paid eighty-two
thousand rupees out of the Treasmy ot Hydei ibad for the job. His
Excellency s evidently quite satisfied that Ths ighness the Nizam got
good value for the money M1 Palmer was applicd to for information
upon the point, but he cautiously 1cterred the Governments of Hydera-
bad and of India to the Peshcar for any fuither information that might
be required.

II.
MR. GORST'S CHARGES.

From Preface to Memowr and Correspondence of General ¥. S, Fraser
by Colonel Hastings Fraser )

With the views I have always entertamned and expressed ®as to
Hydetabad affairs during the long admimstration of the late Nawab Sir
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Salar Jung, a period marked, as explained in the body of this wark,
the establishment of reforms already planned and gartially int
by his uncle, Sooraj-ool-Moolk, under General Frasei’s advige an
mnfluence, 1t may be conceived thatI read with mingled regret an
irntation an article in the Fortmghtly Review for Apnl 1884, by Mr.
E. Gorst, M.P., the chief object of which seemed to be to decry thew
of Sir Salar Jung's life by a combination of faint praice and undisguised
abuse. Mr. Gorst says that Sir Salar Jung's “ attempts to establish a
sound system of administiation failed comy letely,” accuses the Nawab
of "*hoodwinking the British Government,” and says that in this alone

his “reformed administration was completely successful (£ ortnightly,
p. 523). If thus were true, 1t would say very httle for the perspicacity or
the honesty of the successive Residents at Hyderabad since 1854, who
have all borne tc-timony to the progressive and heneficial character of
pir Salar Jung's admimstiation,—testimony accepted and confirmed by
the Marquis of Ripon at the State Banquet given 1n s honour at
Hyderabad., (Sce Addwonal Appendix page lx1)  Perhaps, after
twenty-seven yeais of personal obseFyation and e\PEriLnLe, my Opinon
may be considured as valuable as that of Mr Gorst, whose stay- st
Hyderabad was Iimited, I behieve, to about thice weeks, and whose
views as to the condion and prospects of the Nizam « dominions are
not m accord with my own obsemvations Mr Gorst ventures to vay that
*the condition of the hinzdom is wretched ° and that **the prople ™ are
“unhappy' (p 529) I have no hesttation i mecting those assertions
with a duect and positive contradiction [ he condition of the hingdom
and ns inhabitants s far better now than it was twenty years ago, and in
general prospensty and contentedness the people will compare favourably
with those of our own provinces

The late Ameer-1 habeer, whom Mr Gorst may recogmse under hig
previous title of Wikai-oel Oumra, father of the piesent hmeer 1 Kabeer,
Khoorshed Jah, fiankly acknowledged, 1n personal conversation with me,
that the whole country had progressed in good order and in material
prosperity under Salat Jung's rule, adding that the districts under hms
own chaige came quite up to the general standard, for which result he
gav= much credit to his several Commissioners,

Mr Gorst introduces the whole subject by saying that at some ¥gue’
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date, *a few months ago, ' 1n some un-named “ willage ¢ the Deccan,”
& case of torture fgr the extortion of revenue occurred, similar to those
related 1n the Reports of the Madras lorture Commission many years
ago (page 522) In the absence of some specification and authentica-
tion, Mr Gorst, as a lawyer conveisant with the law of evidence, and
as a student of history, will pardon me if I decline to attach much impor-
tance to this story. I believe that all such malpiactices have been as
completely put lown in the Decean as in the Madras residency

But Mr. Gotst has feimed a very bad opinion of the inhabitants of the
Deccan. According to hum, the 350,000 uitizens of Hyderabad, among
whom I thought I knew a few hard v orhing and mentonous persons in
every rank of hfe, are all occupred in ¢ squandening in notous hiving™
the wealth produced by *‘ more than g ooo,0o0 tillus of the soil, '—the
sole ** pleasure ' of those same ullers of the soul bung that of ¢ getting
drunk on toddy’ (p 522) After twenty seven years' familianity with
the cities and villages of the Decean, 1 do not 1ecognize the picture,

-

111,

SIR SALAR JUNGS RITORMS

(From Munowr and Coriespondence of Genaral ¥°S Fraser, by Colonel
Hustings iaser )

Pz‘lasm;; over the tesumony of the Residents in the earher stage of Sir
Salar Jung s administiation, ous hrst appe d shall be made to Sir Richard
Temple, who, when Resident at Hyderabad i 1667, wiote as follows, in
a dispatch dated 16th August, 1807 —

In the Deccan, of late years the constitution, systum, and principles
of the Nizam s cwil govanment are 1eally excellent  this much 1s
certain, That e result must be more o1 luss beneficial to the coun-
try is hardly to be doubted Whethut full efiect s ginen to theintentions
of His Highness s Government throughout the Deccan, 1 cannot yet
say , but independent testimony 15 constantly 1cacning me to the eftect
of great improvement being perceptible

In the annual Return of Moral and Matcial Progress for 1867-8

compiled at the India Office, 1t 15 said

* The vigorous effor ts made towards reform have now placed the finan-
cial cgedit of the Nizam s Government on a satisfactory footing, st
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Wmtes and the Sarf-i-Khas Loans, on whwh we m m

‘interest, the ratio of the whole debt to the annual revenue dmi’,hh&

iume-ninth only; and it is hoped that if the seasons prove Wﬁe

for a couple of years, a considerable diminution will be effected in the

- amount of these debts. Indeed it may be confidently predicted that,

(578 ST
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. year, and the appointment of Sir Salar Jung’s son as

it

_death no attempts were made to follow up his plans, dthough‘m_
“time to time the Government of India requested, through the R@sldgntf
* that the Peshkar would not lose sight of the scheme of theJm WM”

should no untoward circumstances entailing extraordinary expenditure
'on the State take place, they will be completely wiped out., R

V. i
REFORMS IN THE HYDERABAD STATE.

(Bombay Gazette, Yanuary 8th.)

HYDERABAD, Yanuary 7{]: aﬁﬁs.ﬂ e
Y&sterday a Governmgnt Gaszette Extraordinary nnnouncmg the :
changes to be made in the general administrative work of the State m
issued, It will be remembered that shortly before the death af S
Salar Jung, that distinguished statesman had formulated A complnto
scheme of reform for the Government., He had already introduced one
or two important changes, notably the formation of a Revenue Board, ;
when his death occurred, His proposals had been subx_gittgd to Sir
‘Steuart Bayley and the Government of India, and had met:witl'l‘ t.hp
cordial approval of Lord Ripon’s Government. When the late Minister
visited Simla in 1882, Lord Ripon expressed a hope that these reforms
.would, when introduced, be productive of the good the Mxmsterqonﬁ- e '.';
-dently umcnpated As already stated, Sir Salar Jung died befo;cﬂ:ege m
reforms were introduced. During the interregnum whwh followel hi

which was ready to hand. After the installation of His Highne

Mtotakeugthe qnemonofthe reiormqﬁthg



mmﬁmm reorganization announced in yewd:yn Gﬁgﬁk\

3 It should be mentioned that the Minister's brother,

i 'iﬂm Munir-ul-Mulk, accompanied by a staff of experienced officials

~ the State, was sent in August, last year, to Bangalore, Madras, Poona,

Nam Umraoti, and other places to acquire in?ormation which would

~ be useful in the introduction of the contemplated reforms. The Nawab l-

~ was thus enabled t0.gain a good deal of knowledge and experience which

. will prave most useful and valuable to his brother and the Govern mnp 2y

| ‘After his brother’s return the Minister himself went to Simla by invita- ‘_

- tion from Lord Ripon. He took with him a progress report drawnup

by himself, showing what he had accomplished since his appointment as

Minister and what he proposed to do. Lord Ripon was greatly pleased |

with the Minister’s account of his work and told him so, both in conver-

" sation and in a letter which he addressed to him. The Viceroy approved

generally of the proposed reforms, and gave him much good advice -
- regarding the administration of the State generally. Briefly, the reforms
- are as follows :—The Minister takes personal charge of the Revenue,
' Judicial, and Public Works Departments, the three most important

branches of the Administration. Moulvi Mahdi Ali becomes Political and
2 ,Tﬁnancial Secretary, and his duties will be the preparation of annual and
j . quarterly administration reports, budgets, and financial statements, and
| other important work of a like description. Sirdar Diler Jung becomes
. Home Secretary, and has'charge of the Railway, Police, Stamp Office,
PcmOﬂice, Mint, Municipality, and Forests. The four Suddar Talukdars,
ot Commissioners of Divisions, become Subahs with enlarged powerss
. The Revenue Board is abolished, and most of its work transferred to the
ﬁdve:me Secretary’s office. The Miscellaneous Department §s abolished
as no ltﬁlger necessary, and its work distributed amongst other offices.
mhegnhr Pipops Secretariat is amalgamated with the office of the
md anate Secretary, Major Gough, who will thus be atﬂlo

The appointment. oti? ol

' ot [ Major Gough'’s expmence and probity to such a bigh pn‘-

{




m Works Department, Mr. W'unmon, the present S
: Comulting Engineer, and is mcceeded by Mr. Goorﬂ-

»nupmm, which is by far the most costly of its kind in India. The | 2
Minister has already announced his intention of supervising it peruomlly
‘in fature. A number of minor changes will be introduced in thedilqhu

' bywd bye, but the foregoing are the most important, andmm&lkt 5

b illlﬂ.dilte effect. The scheme, which has received the cordmlapptwd 71

Ww‘ %he Resident, gives very general satisfaction to all classes of the %

ent servants, both European and natives. His Excellency the

’ﬂiﬂi&er is very keen about its success, and has worked hard§0 mnre

~ that end. G BAE )
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‘PART III

AN ENQUIRY AS TO THE POSSIBLB
REMEDY. ‘ :

CHAPTER 1:

&ipreme interests of the people of India to be secuted: ;
thelr poverty rendered ]ess depressmg and gnndmg; and

; These interests have grown to ¢

o With comparatively inmgniﬁcaqi






