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as Govarn_ta "',bole ..-p1e,-shoI11d be follow.ed by fJae~, 
'l'he late MI'. Joltn Stua.rt Mill h~d 'lery advanoed \l'iews .~ tlw 
subject; lUi! t.bonght it almost, a self·evident axiom that the .taw 
I:Ihoald requu'6 lUte COJIlpel the eli~oation, t1p to aoertaiu stu.lldardt 
of every human being who is born its citizen. Theae and otber 
views ou the subject. of a_tEl educa.tion have, <If course, rise!l 
within th~ latter half of the present century; they were qllioo 
uuknown t.o those who livod before. ;;"'IU,l East India COlllpa.UY 
therefore cannot be bla.med tal' not jntroducing 1\ system of 
public instruction. but we must give the oompany crect:t fpr 
cncl)uraging wdividllal philanthl'opic effortts to promote ednoo.. 
hon. As far back a.s the lear 17HI Wat'reu Hastings nntieiptt.. 
tcd ht8 a.ge by fOUltding a Oollege !£t Oalcutta for Mohammedan 
tcu.ching a.nd by exttlndlU~ !uul1lar patronage to Hindll Pundits. 
When Lord Amherst was Gover·nor-General. It Sa.nskrit College 
was founded in Calouttft. 'l'he Medwal Oollege in the t\8Itne 
town Clftme iflto exi-;tellce III l835 when Lord Wrllia.m BentiMk: 
was Governol'.GeneraJ, and the Ago!. College WI~" founded ill 

18l!3 Among the pioneers of edllcatlOn David HH.re. of course, 
should not be for'gotten. HIS name 11> a household word Sl>JNQug 
the natives of Bengal, but it is 110(, so woll-known a;s it, ooght 
to 1m ill our Presidr!»oy. Indul certainly owes much to hifl 
philanthropic devotIOn to the oause of edue~tioll. 'l'hs work 
done hy the Ohristian Missionarie8 ought not Itlso to be Ovet'. 

looked, 'l'hey were t'lU first to turn their attention to prilIUlol'Y 
e(iuoa,t,ion especially to thfl JOWOI' classes 'l'hey stadi" &M 
vet'lla.culat·s in ordoi \'0 proach to tho people !lind ta.ugl~t EuglMth 
as taw obl!.1illlel of Western knowledge. YOQ IDWlt have h.,.-A af 
tbQSe Jesuit MissioJ.IIl.rlea who two centlll'les &go in thi. 'VfWl 

diMriet of Ta.njore hll,d 110 mastered Ta.mil fWI to I.Vi! war. w 
that lwguage. which are $~IU considered -.s cllY!siCla.l hI rntiIi"e 
P-t:udiis. Jihten to tbi$ very dAY tbt'}" are tW(l~ in ~"'1' 
.", ..... to prollrote edu.va.tioQ amOflg the low\u' c~ tlt<mgh 
~ eAWl't41lav*6ll i(l1npaTa.ti .... ly oVE)rshadowed by Got.ttl· 
_~aMirllly. The I:m~t work on tbe l.h'a"iflil\tlluig~4$l)y ¥o 

~y Bisho.p &tlil one of the il'tl1lJ;aa.t oci~tllt\ IKlh*_ 
.~_ ~f:(t6!\ .,~ >ft, Scotch MiElsiQ~l''y. 
, tt" ttlle taa.t ,t.l14 ')y.t~ of secular i!duoo.tio1l,.be' W . W 
.« ... ~ vl,lt¥ :1'lldf tfboob, bah it/. 'Pita (If i~ .(}htt~ i,,~ . .,~._w. "'pt~ ~ is o~n aa.id~~*,~ 



of I._ .. 1';lI. ... i4t .glialt~ .u,:of, ........ , ... 
sion, ~. ~1 M\I'$110 innate tiking lor it, a!ld '41 .. sttbpl., WI • 

1JleII,UB 1/4) 1IIoM .. li9't11ijlGOd they h30\l'e becotae .a_.ted., fK f~r 
M I etIh: lle& \bit ~t i. ~ot wholly coffilet, u,_ prwtitI.lly 
tfil'$. if ihe~ has ;been ODe tm!og charaolierDtio .. the HUi4lu 
itt 18 hiB thirst 10t" iknowl&dge. The 1'e8tleaa aotiIVn.y m wi04, the 
qtticilr perceptiou and the indefatigable inqllity GIlltel' iWio the 
vert id88.« the Indian Wta.ra.cter. 

It.w ... in 1854 tha.t the prea6ut syst.em of state ecillcat.ion 'Was 
iut1.'Odtlee4 and that famous despatch of Sil" Olmries W~, 
a.fiIerwllo1'4S L<trd RalJo!tI.X, will "Elver lle N'ga.rded as the tnlllg'lla. 

oarta. of nationlll1. ed11<lation in IDdi~. It Wa.II at first thonght 
tlmttbe work should be bMed upon the old lines of native ttdnea
tion but thll.ub t.o tbat friend of India, Lord Maoo.l11ay. who, hy 
his powerful .Minute, put a stop to introducing a 8J8tem of edn. 
_on ba.sed npon false tlCience, fa.lse bistQ!·y, and fa.1M philo
sO'phy. 

Only SO years have ela.psed sinl'.e the f&m()QlI despatch of 
Lord li&lifa.x took sWeet; but witlllU that sbort apa.oo .of time 
Ettgliah l'dueation 8M m.en making very rapid strides indeed. 
In tlIat SHort time the sj"lIoom of s80ula.1' educatioll has had to 
s~ some rude shooks which, thanks to the firm hand.of 
symplltbetic statesmen, have proved innoouous. Prejudice Qll 

the pa.rt .of 60me influential natives aga.inst everybiung West. 
ern for a long time eva.ded the eiorts of Govertlr:l:UlDt to 
imparl educ&ti.on. The inertill of a.ges refused fol' .. time to he 
roued by the tlSW healthy stimulus. Thslltntagonis. 'Of ou,
lIuWtpei.n gentlemen who fellot-sd thllit state Mllcati6n _«Wi 
Oill,. tend to aubvtwt the empire f!leemed to reoeive fer .. ti1IIG & 

signal iUllstration in the ~ Indian .Mutiny. But the tihoab 
"'eat b,y. a.nd the great men a.t the head of Go"$l'ametiIt IdIoc:/ICl 
fit'M in adt'oe&tillg a. system of 800Ulal' edllo&tioa fM the .... . 
1t wu only in the midst of the tnmult of the Xuti",. .. .. 
Ind.n Unive1'8itie5 of c:lalotttta, Madr,a&, and ~ "'*
ealtnt71~. A.. net9\'01'k of sohools is .. DQW bee» ~ 
1>1'81' the OOUlltry gradoAl::!fId hom the iadi~'8 viI. ~ 
tiona up t& the highlllt &lieges. It"'1 need_ 4~"" 
few Ma.ti:stiiitl to find .out tbe ra.pid ~ :\Which, ...... 
edtlto •• tiicm baa made ill Ibd ..... Whe ,he ~~~ .. 
.. orp'tdHd ill &ala ~ \Vel'& elf' "".000 ...... ~ 
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O .. U.,. ..... ,~I.3tt-;p1tpi1a. h 187Nl- u.e --"IIl', 
m 8C'hO{)ltl 1'bS$ flO Si;OOO - ihM; of pupU. ~ 1,100._ 
In 1881.82 the ntnnber of iusiWntions WM a.sla.rge u 116.0.00 
a.nd tb.& ztumber 0180. __ 2;760,-000. Thus it WtU be 8tlei:l tbat 
within tlw laat tb.irY ytlM'IJ the a~1n~ of sohools hN, roughly 
speak.iflg. ~ ... t.he doablell itfJelf and tl\e numoot' of 8(\ho},,1's 
reading in them .mo", U\an tripltld Itselt. a.nd !loll thi~j it must 
be remembered} wltbOQt &I1y oompul:;i.Q\ bOIng brought to bear 
ou I;h6 people. 

The HiDdu8 at'6 generally sai!i1 to be very cOlllHlrvat.ive,-bat 

I think tha.t at least in olle respeot they l'.ght to 00 pl'OlIonuoeQ 
very go-a.head and that in ttc rapid progrel\8 they hl;l,ve w.a.de 
as loeg'&t'<is Engh<'Jh edlloation. '1 he three Indl~1l Univ~ltie8 

whioh ware illO()J.'porated 01,1 the model of the Louuon UUlversity 
ha.ve also boon doing l18eful work 1Il the country, and a. fOUl·t.h 
Univ61'8lty haM lately been fOlluded at, L.~hore for the Pnnj~b, 
£01' the purpose of 61100uragtng Qlltmtalstudles. These Univertli
ties cOlltrol the whole conrse of hIgher education by mean. of 
their tlXaminations and tnMl out year after year a ll\\UQUer of 
educated young men; s.nd some of yon here present, will lOon 
be recognized!\8 'eduoated' meIl, s.nd WlU ha.ve to begi.n yova' 
battle ot life. 'I.'he questiou has over and o vel' been asked: 
-What are the effects of the Western systt>m 01 edllcatil.m? 
What good bu it dOlle to the hundreds of young men wtJo 
&1'6 tMiaed in the sohoo18 a.nd Col\6geQ that are 8ca!,W"ed aU 
over lJ;m lSond1' Ha,s it made thom better OIt17.enB. bett.er 
members of ijOOiety, better ?J.&6rb? Well, gentlemeu. it is Il'r~ 
fwJta, nliele8a taking II. gloomy view oI u:u..tttlr8. That EuglWl 
educMriau haa done much for the country s.nd the people J:l,obo43 
will ~ de",; t.ha,~ it. oollld have dOono JXWr6 -well ! -tUM. D • 
q~._ we .un presently Of)~«L",r. AlJQw~. laowflV~rt to 
~ ~ the speech "f ope of the f<H'omost of bu%u.'1f ~~._t.ed 
~ ~g Ol) tho ei'£e9te of Eogli&h e911O!ltiou ;-" :Na~~", at 
~.,.~ -"v*-r met "'l~h, emploJt)d in V.ri"'~8 ~1'. 
__ .. .w,ij, ; ~d ~\U'&J;dl' w. g~ exc~HeIlt lS~IUU61 q£ 
~. a<M'~ jNIIl'v&nts. as Q(nll~~ Pleadell8. as D~rsJ. 
Jhcit ... .a ~ &lld as 9enel!tll\ ~w.bers 9f $oo~l • 
... ~ d~ ~ >tQ A;JIg uatiQI/., T~ p.esa of ad.., -t __ Hl'~ ~ --n¥ .11 of t4I.e ~~.,it,~ 
~_."",~t_f.P1illilM,)~~ It~~ 



into e:ti5t1Jnce anu1b}lerof refoMlle1'8, wh()at'''bifltlrt4~ 
the existing stll-te of things in VIWiOUR l"e8pe6ts. It'r~'''hat hl6!J 
00<>11 ~hU9 far proved it m,.y be legitilIU\tely ~nf.erre4 .thflot t.lle 
ulltiye intellect is onpablo of illdefinite ~.wpttumt ·D.lldl1l' 
faTO\1.r&ble eircurnsto.uClfJ'!. We need not be opp.l,'eSged with any 
suspicion that na.ture flllR oonstitut;ed us a raoo8lpptlrently mfe'riol' 
t.o I\ny on the f<l.ce of tbe e!\rth. Onr intelle('tn~l oapa.bilibil:H 
being such, all will dtl~nd on UIO way they a.rc (leveloped." 

there iii not the slightest doubt that educated nativeli aro 
dt'eply stit'l"cd by Westel'll educa.t.ion a.nd tha.t a.n activo process 
of mehta1 fermentation is !letting in; na.y, more tha.n this) Wesl-

I 

ern odo,eA.tion ha.'I all'eady bOl'ne huit. Those who look at tho 
illtellectual I1.nd morR.1 chal'l\ctet'istics of eduC/\t.ed young IULll 

cannot hdp coming to the conclusion that they aro in every way 
btittel' for their nt'w tr:\inillg. It is allowed on all sides that 
these young nltlu havo quick po!'(~eptio\l, au indefatiga.ble spirit 
of inquiry, that they possess rt'finpd faculties, retentiveness of 
memol"Y, power of intense l~pplica.tion, aptitude for receiving a.lld 
expressing ideas. More than this, educated young men folmw 
a.n improved etandl\l'd of rect,itudc amI integrity. English edu. 
cation, it is sometimes said, makes the young men discontented 
&ud dieloYlt1. If tlhICollwlltmollt is made syuonymous with &lIpil" 
iug for selt-impl'ovomclIt, and stl'iviu!S fOI' greater independencE', 
then surely the educated classos in India. aro indeed a discon. 
tented lot and !molL 11 dltlcout.entmont is wod.h the havillg of 
every humll.n being; a.s fot' dl!<loyalt.y thelc arc no groundll for 
the tlt.n.ternent. A higp l!Juglish official, wt>osc position and in
finence entitles him to speak with authority on til-is subject 
Wi'ote the other da.y :-
- •• Of late, oertain sympt.oms of dil:![oya.lty, manifested by some 
lim\wd sectiolls of certaiu educated clll.8Se8, ha.ye caused refiection 
to be made against the effect!! of education upon nativo loya1ty, 
But that disloyalt.y WM tra.cea.ble to socia.! and traditiotl&l 
circnml3ta.ucea quite apart from cdac~iou&toO causea, &nd W¥ 

checked, not fostered, by education. There doabtWss win be 
fonnd disloyal indi"idna18 among the edUl.lated classes, 11& t~ 

are a.mol'g all ChLB~R ill 0. ooulltry subject to foreign raJe. 
Novel'thelt\'l!i, a well fouuded 8.SI>l.lrtion mll.y be ~ntert",i.ned that 
those Natives who Lave learned to think t.hrough the medium of 
the lauguage, a.nd are imbued with the literat"Q.te .. d t.b& 
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pbilollOphy of Jilngla,lld, will bea.1' towards the English n",tion 
th&.t hea.rtfelt al1e,gi&noo which men may feel without at a.ll 
reltnquishing their own natiotlll.J.ity. Tbe Na.tives oermlnly'l\re 
anlliOU!I to be considered loya.l. Nothwg' wounds aud Irritates 
them more than imputations of disloyalt,y; alld nothing gratifies 
them more than a fra.nk and ool'dial at·knowledgrnent of tht·il' 

IOYII,Uy." 
Let us admit then thll.t Wesimrn education i'l yielding fruit in 

rect,itude of conduct, zeal in p('riormanc(' of' duty, and stnl1tlch 
loya.lty. But is there 1I0t something to be said on tbe other side 
too? Must, it not be udmtited that thob~ who have l't'ceived 
\Vestorn eduoation hltvP still AOrn(~ ('on'lpil'uotl'l fn.UltR, Rucll as 
ImmatUl·ity of thought, f()ndlle~" for rhetOl i('!ti exaggeration, 
suhstitution of borrowed idea'! for orig-imtl refi()ction, inaccnraoy 
of ohservation, ann !lubjectioll of reasoning to Imagination, selfish 
exdllsiveness, want of 1!ympathy Yo ith the masses, and a false 
spirit of criticism. That the~e are defects in the educaLl'd young 
lllen have been over a.nd over pointed out; and it rosts wittl 
yon to remedy them. 'fllltt the flystt'1U of higher education you 
have baen roceivmg is an~wOI'l\.blo for r~t lea'lt some of these 
defect'! in the e,ltlcated young mon nobody will deny; th9lt 
It ha'! often been superficial where it ought to bo fundamental, 
lind airy where it ought to be Bubstantial. But then the 
system is not to be wholly blamod for it. It is in your 
power to remedy these def('cts YOll ought never to think tha.t 
YOIH' education is over as Roon a'O yoar College or University 
course is finished. -If you were to im'1gine that because 
YOtt have lea.rnt so much at Colh·go you have ltttlo or nothing 
more to learn ill life YOll will be making a sad mistake. 
Your whole life shollld bo a student's hfe, and think tha.t the' 
highest prailile YOll ca.n get is to be called" I'Ituilellts." I gr~tly 
feel that a la.ls6 notion of educa.tion ill pl"f'valent in oar country. 
10 one sense everything which & man pa!lR6S through in this tife 
ill • pa.~ of his edu&tion':or this world or the next. Educati()n 
is uO'~ lllt)l'e gifling 0/ ill/ormation or ta)dng i1~ f·mrt1'l1.etio/~. it is the 
tre.itt:irJg of lIelf. the developing of one's own facu.lties a.nd the 
bri~ :out one'. own charaoter a.wl wortrh. 

Let me V8Uttt.1!e It. I"", practwllil hints. Whatever you ie&tfl 
lw.rn it f~'tdf/ flincl,try flo aoqllire habib:! of extrem& $ental 
~..,., We &1 .. .,. neat' of the oriental Ulndoncy to asag'. 



8 

gcratimt ~ ..u tiils fa (lne to the wanis of --*1 i~ tIb~. 
1 lear your ha.viag to devote yOlll' attentiola to lit) _111 
MlQjoota dum., your collegiate COltt'S8 has xosilered the w..lrit of 
Iil'kUnming o'ffn'tlllbjootM j but ilia reo.ent cha.nge!tin the Umntl'l:lity 
ollniculnm will ena hie you 1;0 specialize more anll devote peateI' 
ajtebtien to one subject. I heard a. very Su.ooessfn} prOf88SOt' Hce 
say to his pupils, " If you wish to btl great you shollld have a. 
hnbl:ty.--go UUld over a Cubject" that is the expression which he 
ulled.. Well, I would hardly ad vi9C you to go mad O~ a. 81lb
ject, bllt if you t,ake a. liking to a ~ubject work at it even a.fter 
ynur College daYFI a reG over, and whfl:'l YOIl are bard at work in 
yonI' profO£lsionll.l duties never fa.il to give an hour or two 
eaoh day to yOllr flllvollrite study. The na.tives a.re &Ocused of 
wftuting in original.ity. Various reasons ha.ve been given for 
this defect in t.he native chara.cter; but I think it is too 
soon to expect any originality from them now. They haTe not 
M yet become reoonciled to the oircnmstano&s in which. they are 
placed. I belipve in the doctrine of heredity to some ertenti, 
and not, till a.fter thl't'e or fonr generations when the people 
find it 3S elLAY to think in FlngLiAh as ill their native laugaa.ge'fI 
th.a.t we could expc<>t !\ny ol'iginn!ity in them. In the mt'antime 
t,he system of ooncfttion imparted should become more a.nd mOl'ft 
tllofDt!g1l, and o.crm·{lte Want of t.horonghneRR and accura.oy al!O 
the hl'O greatest defl'cts of the Indian system of education. 

Then again never take a thing at second.hand if yOo oa.n 
go to t,he originaJ. 800roe of it. Be oareful to verify refer
eDOeR. Ctlltiva.t.e the habit of going intoCdetails. I was 'Very 
gW.(1 to find that the Hon'bia S. Snbramanie. lyer in hili speech 
which he ae}iverpd the ot.her day I\t KnmbacoDllID alluded to 
this very defect. He said: " It is the opiuiou not only of 1111-
self bat also some of my friends t.hat edllCloted Hindus dG 1\ot 
give propel' attelltion to details. This defect is du.e to tbe 
educ&tional system they go through. They spend 1:0 or 12 ytet.N 
of thtnr yooth in stndying only books a.'cd thei KllQW ve'r1 little 
of what puaea &l'Ol1tid them in the wol'ld." Gentlemen, if 1<r4 
we\le to uk me wha.t h84 made tbe English fIQ grer.t JI._tWa 
I 'WOllld withoni; hellita1nol1 reply-it is that\' bQ$ll~b 
~ti •• tne epint ,of ~~ordflt a.nd _1011~ t\6~ 
ttn~ to detail. &ond the 8l1lmdi~tion to det6i1J. t~, itt: .. 
qu..ut, tbe.t illICi a.dl1"'II'$!lting in 'us. Oulti. :tb'ul)'1IM. 



of thinking a.nd~. Yon. ~tl1dents o£ the Klltllbaoonum 
Coll~ aJ'f) V&ry "fortunate in having such a useful ~y 
aud reading room attached to it. Mako more use ()f the pa.pers 
a.nd JlIIlgI'r.incs tba,n yon have hitlwl to done and to thollt! whq illliuk 
tha.t it is !!limply waste of time to l'ea.d ao Ilorticle in the Ninete/imth 
Century wben they ~u profitably spend that time in ol'8.tnming 
a few dates of English History, let me say, that they do 
not deserve the name of stndents in the right !!Iense of the tl;:rm, 
Nothing more helps the educa.tiOll of a ~Il.tion than the spread of 
healthy; light literature, the inBuooce of which (:8.U be sElen in 
all directions, affecting as it dot'S for incalculable good the 
morals; the culture and tl».i sooial happi~css of the wOTld. It 
has a most powerful effeot in benefitting all cla.'4sos; the lellola1' 
in his study, the bnsy clet,k at his office can derive recreation 
fl'om skimilling over a page 01' twO of light literature; tIOt ollly 
are the young allurt)(i by it, but the old al'e introduoed into 
realms which they may have como to look upon all beyond 
reach. Light literature hfl,S provod itself somethiug more than 
III pleasant means for the PI1SSillg of i'pltre time. All tho lIQbler 
attl'ibutes of OUI' l1a.ture al'C stimulated and nonrished by it as 
they could be by llO other meanH. Hut evel1 regarding it from 
the lower level of !til amnsement only, it plnYIl an important 
function in our lives. If weary sonlti forget in itK perulIl\l their 
tirednoss, and care is fo!' a time llllled, light li~orl~t~ has 
surely earned a glorious rewllrd, 

A word in reference to the choice of a professiou. Don't 
depend upon the Government to supply you with work, The 
Governmsnt is not- ",bIe to provide cal'cers for all ~bc ulI.til'es 
who become educated, Don't resort too exclusively to over
stocked professions snoh as the law and the pnblic service. I 
will more especill.llJ recommend t.o you. the pl'vfessions of Medi· 
cine aud Civil Engiufltlring. I know tltat a. training for Irhtl80 
pro1es~ions costs R good deal and it takeR a. long thne before ytlll. 

CIU1 j1:et into th, prqfe8l!ion bllt thOS(! of you tha.t can afford tv 
pa.y 411' such -professidlial baining canllot do bEottel' than 30\11 
eitber the :Medioal 01' the Civil Engineering Colle~. There III 
~. ;lUu.cb hlLnkerinr aftel' the lepl profe8l!ion. Gradlllltea at,e 
~ !Ie$Jl ,app1yiUf :\':or lowly ,pa.ld .. ppo4ltmentli, wandering 
~ro.n .o.ftloe, t:o ,j)~ 01' straggling for ~qe prlKitice of a .P4tty 
R~~oq$l'. :tt lMIre far ~ if luch men QOnld" ~ke 

, g-2 
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careers fQt tbemeelves not only in trade, buain., 01' priwA;e 
employ, but also in other prcfe8Sions which spritlg from tho 
a.pplied 8cien~s. 

Technioal f/Xiuoation has been sadly Iloglected in tbi. O<mntry, 
but ou the principle of OOliter late than never, the Go\'el'D~nt 
are just now turning their a.ttention to thit impo~t brtwleh 

j of ednca.tion. Bnt more important than the introduction of 
toohnical edllca.tion there is oue other thing a.nd t.hat ia we 
should try to put a.sid~ the false n<>tions of gentility which 
We.tern education bas been pntting into oar heads. I have ba.d 
the opportunity of sPfa.king to some of yon on this subject on a 
previous oooasion. I notice this mbre espellia.lly beo&nll6 (lOD
tra.sting England with India. I find that in the former country 
manua.l and mechanicallabonr constitutes its pride a.nd glory, 
whereas in India ma.nllal la.bour is held in ntter contempt. Let 
me bring a. trivia.l instance before you. Only a. few da.ys ago 
I heard the ca.se of a. young man who went to a. baza.ar to buy 
some sweetmeats, bllt who being a.sha.med of ea.rrying a small 
pa<licet of sweets hired a cooly to do snch a menia.l ta.sk. Well, 
wha.t is the ulle of introduoing techniool eduootion when people 
do not a.ppreciate the dignity of labour. 

Scientific education which has la.tely been introduced in oar 
schools and colleges has already paved the wa.y for technical 
instruction a.nd one of the defects in the English system of 
eduC&tion in India has certainly boon removed by the introduc
tion of science; for you will remember, gentlemen, tha.t a. few 
years ago there wa.s no such thing as scienc!" taught in our col
leges. In respect t,o the discipline of the mind, scientific pursuits 
a1!ord an e~cellellt general edncatioll, as training the faculties 
to habits of order, obeerva.tion, method and classification. It 
was Faraday who once said tha.t .. the .tud, of na.tural acieJJoe 
is a glorious IIChool for the mind." 

A word in refet"enoe to the political effects of Western education. 
There is not the slightest doubt tba.tJlnglt'lh edlleatioo bas 
stirred in the na.tiV6S a.spira.tions for self·Govennneut and for 
political represent&tion. And the English Government, if wise. 
will certa,jnly satisfy reaaona.hle demands made in a ~ 
malmer. Already sev~l of the administmtive ammgemeJ1M 'Of 
Indu. are tending to the good of 88lf Government. Sftera,t 
m.tiVUlItol'\t appoiuted IMQllu\1'8 of the legialati>ve ecJtlISOil of d1e 
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Vieero1 - of f4te loea.l '1egitdatttl'e8 of :Mach'u, Bombay .. uti 
Bengal. They are bbDOr&1')' ma.gistra.tes, they serve as jar~en, 
as assessors, as members of arbitration triblloals; they share in 
the admi~i8tra.bion of publio funds and io the management of 
public institnt.ionfJ'; they also furnish the grea.l ma.jority of the 
oommissiO'l1M'8 in the municipalities which are soa.ttered over the 
length and breadth of the empire. And if we prove ourselves 
deserving of grea.ter trtt!it We shalll.,ertVnly have a. gl.'ell.tel· share 
in the administration of the cotmtl'Y. • 

But of greater importance tha.n politic&l independence is lilOCi"l 
independence, .nd Y011, gentlemen, who Me imbtlfld with liberal 
notions, yon who are rega.r~ed as the enligbtelled and cultured of 
the land, YOll onght to try yonr best to bring aoont a better 
state of things than th&t which already exists in the la.ud. 
Strive yoar best, with the inflnence yon will have &S edooated 
gentlemen, to dispel all ignoranc~ snperstition and error. Be 
bold in yonI' ItCtions and strong in yonI' conviotions with respect 
to mll.ttel'S that concern yonI' socia.l welfa.re. Let it be said that 
English education has given yon moral courage, made you mOre 
manly and imbued you with libm'al ideas and thoaghts. Daring 
your college days be morc I>ocial and do not lead isolated lives. 
It is ollly by forming associ&tioDs and clubs among yourselves 
that you will be able to break the spirit of exclusiveness which 
cute has been 80 careful to foster in India. You will find it 
very difficult to unite for II. common action after you csa.se to be 
students, when you dou't do so now. I know that you have 
two or three clubs m connection with this college. May they 
live long to bring greater nnion and sympathy among the stu· 
dents of the Kumbaconum Oollege! The time has at la.st (lOme 
for a.wakeningthe nation from its generalletbargy, for eduoating 
them and making them see the manifold evils to which they 
have hitherto been subject, and fot'stimulating them to ~in 
OIlC6 t#Ot'e the work of progress which has hitherto been arre.ted 
tbJoough long &get. Avd this is the great a.nd momentol1li1 work 
thai; D reserved for yoa, the edU:Ca<ted 8008 of India. Do lIot de. 
paBd Oll foreign .id ; those foreigners who are in t,he midet of you. 
~p theylll&y eneDUl'tl8't' you by their sympathy. are not a.ble 
to tab. j_ "D~ proportionate view of thillg'S owing to theexcl ... 
sive1lell8 a.nd ~tism of the Hindu na.tioo. Theyknow.nothi-og 
of the iliDetl life of thee BixlClu. The only' pel'8011ll then who' ..... 
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able to inttod.~ the neoeesa.ry reforms .. nd ~i.te tbe 
ancient blllW8.I'ks of evil and superstition are thOllEl who have 
themJrelvca lillntltged trom such da.l'kuess to light. Th.as Ai It IS 

only educated Rindus that carefuJly realize the axteni ~f thtJ 
.erils a.fld the gr6atuess of their influence,:so it is only thaS ttmt 

.. CM.n I'ee whllot the l'emedy should be and how it is to be applied. 
One ",ord WOrEl and I end. There are two lives belo~ you---one ltl 

II- life of usefulness a.nd a.nother a. life of monotQny a.nd dllllneeB • and one way or another your chOICe must be made. On the 
da.r~ and dangerous side are Bllt the pride which delighliJ IU 

sclI.oonternplatlOu,. tile Indolence which rests in unquestWl,Wd 
lot'llls, the s(lilishllcils which pl'events your benefitting oth.o!'s, 
~ life of UlOllot()uy and UllSgUldlllg. And ou the othe.t' side is 
ppell to your choioe the "life of the crowned spirit; IDQVing as 
a light in creation, discovel'ing a.lways, illuminating ""lwayl'l, 
pining every hour in your s.tl'ength, yet bowed down evIWY b,olll' 
into deeper humility; sure pf hemg right in jts! aim, sure .of 
bahlg irresistible iu pt'ogl'ess; ha.ppy in what it has seourelY' 
doue, happier lU what, day by d,ty, It may all securely hope
ha.ppiest at the C10S6 of Me, VI hen the right hand begirls to 
forget its oanning, to I'emember thnt there was never a touch of 
tl,le chisel or tue pellotl it wwlded but has added to tho know
ledge and quickened the happiness of ma.nkind." 



VIII ..... RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN U~OlA. 

llR.A.HMOISM AND TilEOSOPf:lY." 

" IT is well said, in eve-ry sense, tha.t a man'l:! l'eligion is the 
chief fa-ot with regard to him. Of a. mlltu at' of a. nation we 
inquire, first of all, wba,t religion they had? AnllWtlrin8 thi61 
question is giving as the son I of the hiatol'Y of the mau 01' (>f 
the natiolJ. The though~ they had w(+e the pal'entA of the 
actions they did; theil' feelings were pal'ellts of their thoughts: 
it wa.s the nnseen and epit'itual in them tha.t determined the o~t. 
ward and the actual; their religion, as I say, wy the gr~t fact 
about them." Nothing can be truer than t,his statement of 
Oarlyle. Know a man's religion you know everything a.bout him j 
for ii, is religion that ('liters so largely iuto tbe every dlloy life of 
man. It is religion thllot inspires his thoughts a.nd dh'ects hi. 
act;ions, and it is religion also that stamps individua.ls as well ... 
nations, with that particular mark by which we distinguish 
them. Conld anything indeed be mOl'e important than the sab
ject of r(>ligiou? And we, na.tives of Indif~. ill theBe days tUQ.\'e 
especia.lly, ought to turn onr attention to the subject of reJi&ion. 
in t}wse days when so much of foreign influence is bi·ought. to 
boor on us j when new thoughts arc stirring within nf! j whe\\ n~w 
aspirations arc awakened ill UII It has oftl'n been, ~
whether the SOns of • India who hl~ve ~<lived the btme1itM oi an 
Ellglish oQuca.tion, who \lore suppoAed to be the e~llighte~ 
lea.d.el'l of the land-whether these II.re. in a.11Y wo,Y. ea.rnestaJm'\1t 
religion. We caB c~~inl'y give an a.$rmative aUSW,jilr to QrS. 
queaUon. When we find so ma.ny eduoa.ted men t&k:Ulg ~ 1,.,.,1 
ini(tft!$1i ill tpat l'emarkable movement known MI the T1teotdlpbi-.l 
moveMent; wlwn we tind so much earnastn41181 displ&y-eil -ill liht!l 
diacnJawn of rel"Otll~.qne8ti;Qn. Wtl a,re CElttainly ju.ti£l~ it!. 
--------~~~----~--------~---- ! 



saying that the Hiadu a.re giving their ea.ruest a.tteJltion to the 
Jlubject of religion, and that they are not in any deg~ less 
l'eligiot'ls MW than they were It. thousand or two thousand yea.rs 
ago. But I must noUOI'get a.t tho same time that it i, coxnmonly 
Bf.'li&ved tha.t an edllOl~ted Bindu is more a. !IOu-believer than 
a. fOllower of a.ny particula.r religion, tha.t thel'e is much 
l!Ioeptioillm (80me even choose to call it infidt'lity) among tho 
stndentli turned out of otk colleges in India. I really think tha.t 
therRl'e gronnds for these statements. It, is trne tha.t very many 
ha.ve lost their faith in the religion of their forefathers; bllt VfYrY 

f.e. ha.ve 8nbstituted "in its stead I\.'lY other defiuite form of 
reHgi{}n. It is only the other day that a well-known Americl.l.u 
writ.er, whu travelled lately through India, said: "The best 
Rindr.r.s, with whom 1 came ill contact, men cultiva.ted, profound, 
clear seeing, are free·thinkers to a mn.n. Thoy hf~ve no hope of 
anything uomillg out of the populal' religions." 1 think this 
l'ItR.te of things can easily be aocouuted for, West.ern le!~rning 

and western modes of thought have been the means of opening 
the eyes of the Hindus a. little iun wide, and their revulsion 
from the superstition and ignoranc~ which had clung ronnd tho 
ancient religion of India hM been so mat'ked that they f('8.r tu 
subscribe themselvet! toO a.ny other system of belief. 'Va mURt 
MIlO remember that the Hindus are in a transitional I'tage of 
ci"ili.z&tion j they are just !'merging ft'om eastern conserva.tism 
to W$stel'D freedom and this stage-if I may venture to 'Ilse 
an expression of my OW11 coining-can bP called an intoxicating 
stage. After an we Hindus are human MlngR and we too are 
lia.b1e t.o 1tTr. "A little knowledge is a dangero'lls thing!' We 
ha.ve only lately been initiated into tbe mysteries of Western 
1!Ii:sieooe and philOtlophy, and AS is natural to aU, we make fl, littlE> 
t\)() much of the little we poB8e81l. Our eyes are open~d 80nd .la8 1 
t;tw, ,rate is too maoh for ns, seeing that we have jlVlt elDerged 
fmUl d&t'knfl81l; but time will reconeiliJ ns even to this 6~ 
ligbt &tid we shall be 80ber soon, 8onO theni!' there won't bo"so 
mIlCh I41k about soepticislll and infidelity. Bot even UQW we 
Bee a ~ti<m taking P*0. It seems to me tha.t the lllto~~t" 
iug .:tap bu been passed, and we are coming to our tMm8'e8 _ 

mOlle. 4ltead, Ulen tW feelililg di8llati~ with wh&t th.e1~ft 
betIn hi~, W. t\O'tioo much :re1igiotlsllotlv,*, ~ fYfety ~lde 
and the two movem&nl'tl, in India, Bralnl'toiaBl ItDd Th_o~1, 



3 

are demandicg the atteution of every nl\f;i va. It is about thell8 
woV"ements thAe I ltaM 'venttlred to liIay & few words this evelling. 

Bmbmoism. &8100, aU know, !:tad its origin in India. a.nd Ram 
Mobull Roy was the fCJunder of this new faith. The life of this 
l'6mlu'bble _an deserves notice. He was born probably abollt 17(4 
and belonged to a Brahman family of high respectability. Under 
hia father's roof in Bnt'dwall he reo&ived the elements of na.tive 
education a.nd also a.cquired a knowledge of the PeI'8i8.n Utugu.a.ge. 
He WAS aft&rwards .sent tlO Patna to lelrn Arabic and 1&81.;1y t.o 
Benares to obtain a knowledge of Sa.nskrit. While aWl a ~uth 
he became acqaainted with the religion of Ma.homet and WIlS Tery 

much struck with its simp1icity. At the ~l'ly a.ge of 15 he left 
the patel'ulI.l home to sojourn for a time in Tibet that he might see 
anot,hpt' form of religion. It was only at the age of 22 that be 
commenced the study of the English l&ngnage, and heffoon became 
well acqua.inted with it so as to be able to write !lnd spE'a.k it with 
considerable acoul'aC'y. The death of his f .... thel' left him the 101e 
possessor of a. considerable propl·rty and fl'om this period he 
appears to have commenced his plans of reforming the religioll 
of his countrymen. Ram Mohun Roy'fI first wOl'k was pnblished 
in Persia.n and it was entitled "AgRinst the idolatl'Y of all 
l'eligioJl.!l;" he also soon afterward~ tra,nslated several portiol1s 
of the Vedas into the Bengalee and Hindustanee languagea for 
th.e benefit of his countrymen. His object in doing this W&II to 
show tha.t Hinduism Wall not idolatrous in its pure and origiltal 
forn~. In one of his books he writes,-" my constant reftecti,cmtJ 
on thf) inconvellient or rather injurions practioe of Hinda idolatr6 • have oompelled me to use every possible eliort to /\wa.keu. 
them from their dream of error, and, by making them, 
acquainted with their scriptul'eS, enable them to oontiempl. 
with trtlO devotion the unity Ilond omnipresence of natf'!,l'C!'a 
God." It WfI,S indeed a. bold ta.sk wh;ch this young Hind-a then 
tOok ,llRon himaeJf to a.ocomplish. He was avoided 'by.U; eV$D 

by bis velatiQn8. ~kEod Ilpon as a heretic and SOUle even pa. 
licly eha.rged him witJ! rashness, I!6lf.conooit, a.~ce: a-nd 
imp~~ ...... u.t l1e <lid not mina all these rep~arth8.M1d(lOmpla.irl" 
~nr ; he \Va si~~rlJ a:nll- 1iI0 triumphed .. :M.a.ny indeed a..'M 
l)'I:$il>'iis of :refol'U1~ the WQrid, but f.0w I Y.ftt ~, 8IlOO88Cl..f~ 
~k ~ thathu ~l ~~. Could atl'f*hiQ,'" 
';-' !',;;.. .... :..-lto,.. ~ tlwl ~ thaW ~-I' ~~~-, f ~~ 



Deprive him of thelle a.nd he lee.ves no $&l:'k belth .. d. Thit 
Ohurch which Ram 'Mohl1n Roy founded hM played -' most itn. 
pot'ta.n't part in the MVauOell1ent of India A.nd it wilt, we hope. 
beoome mightier &1.1 it b&comes purer a.nd truel'. This great &. 
former's aoqna.inta.nce with Ohril'ltil\llity intllleueedo him more 

.in bis boliefs than any other religion he had come in contact 
with. He prefe'r\·ed Christia.n morals a.nd Ohristi"n doetrintlil 
to those of Hinduism. In one work he says :-" The eonseql1ence 
of my long and uninterl~pted resell,rches into religious truth'S 
has tfeen that I hll.\'e found the doctrines of Ohrist more con
dllcfve to monvl prinQ,iples, and better a.dapted for the ule of 
ration!t.l beings tha.n a.ny othtll' whwlS: have come tQ my ktt(l'fV. 
lodge." He even went so faJ' a.s to study the Hebrewa.nd Greek 
t!\nguII>ges thol·oughty for the pllrpose of examining the Ohris
tlan ScriptureR for himself, a.nd he seern~ to have been strongly 
impreslled with the excellence and importanoe of the Ohris
~iQn system of morality; for in the year 1820, he published in 
English, Sa.nskrit, a.nd Benga.lee, a. series of selections prin<'ipa.lIy 
from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, whioh h·e entitled 
the" P!'eoepts of J CSllR, the guide to peace and ba.ppin'B8S," 
j, This simple code of religion a.nd morality," he says a.t the close 
of his prefa.ce, " is so admirably calcula.ted to elevate men's ideM 
to high and libel'a.lnotiouB of one God, so well fitt.ed to regulate 
the condMt of the human race iu th.e discharge of theh· variolill 
anties to God, to themselvos and to society, tha.t I cannot bat 
hope the best effects from its promnlga.tion in the present form." 
The doctrines maintained by Ram Mohun .,Roy are thus sta.ted 
by him (I quote his own words):--

(1) "That the omnipotent God, the only proper object of 
r~ligioul! venera.tion, is one and undivided in person." 

(2) "Tha.t in reliance on numerous promis.es found in thit 
800red wl'itingfil we ought to entertain every hope of enjotmg 
the hfeBflings of pardon fl'om the merciful Fa.ther tJu'O-o:gh re
pent~nce which is declared the only moa,ns of (lrootlri1'lg forgive
Dees for onr failures." 

(3) "Tha.t be leads such a.s wOl'Ship aim in spirit to righfie,. 
oua eondllot, and ultitrul.tely to salva.tion, through hill g.icfiq# 
iDSQen~ wbibh is ca.ned the Boly l:Jpirit!' 

Thus tre sea Braha.ouun is a kiM. of 1l'~an1 bunt updl\ iIh 
fundamental aoctrine t.lu\t 'Cod ~ ond (ht,4 thllt ltw ~ ... 1' ...... 



Ra.ln Mobun Roy ~l'$t began his \VOl'£: by trying to porUy Hin
dWllil an'd ended by estab1i8'hitlg C'hrifltian Theism. 

lam tempted to d'\WU a. little longer on the life of this illustriona 
refOrmer, {lilt, I think, I have said enong'h of the {",it,h he had t'rle 
boldness'to establish ill India.. Ita died in England whEn'e he 
had gone t,o enlist the sympathy of the EligliRh in the cause he 
had taken in ha,nd. Many where the trilmtes paid to bill 
memory frOm persons of alls'hados of rjligiolls opinion. Here is 
oM. Could anything be more to!lllhing than these WOf'dSl 

" Bright hopes of immortality were giVE'lll 
To guide thy d1jJJiolls footsteps, d\td to cheer 
'l'hine eartbly pngrimage. How firm /lnd olear 
A \'Use thy bith, that IW the Lord h&th ri~en, 
So all his followers shall meet m heaven! 
'Thou art gone from us; \)ut thy memory dear 
'1'(' all that knew thee, fades not; ~tlll we heal' 
And see thee as yet with 11-3. No'er are rl'fell 
'1'he bands of Chl'istian love !-'I'hy mort .. 1 frame 
With UB is laid in holy SIlent 1'ast. 
Thy spirit is immortal, and thy Mme, 
Shall by thy conntl'ynwn bE' ever blessed. 
E'eu from the tomb thy words with power shall rile, 
Shl!ll touch theIr hearts and bear them to the Nties." 

Yon will be pleaef'd to hear what ltD Engliflh lady-no other 
Mum the late Miss Mary Carpenter--has to say of the life of &tm 
Mohnn Roy. "We have seen she writes how earnestly he 
laboured to disseminate the great truths which he had devote'd 
his W'bo}e life to discover and to present t.hern to his ocnntrymen 
for th-eir serious considera.tion in a simple and popular fotm." 
She also, after rn&ki_g an appeal to us in her WO'I'k, to cotJ:ect in 
a. cO'rnpiete a.nd a permanent form all his soattered writingll 
Which he ha.d not time to bring out in a connected Uri", 
says :~"Tha:s will ~he most endnrlng llIomunent be raised to 
hts memOl·Y. Thus niay bis high and exoollent a.spira.tioI:l8 be 
ha.bled to kindle the hearts of g">'Det'l\tion QUeI' gentlt'aticm of bill 
coanlltymetl, a.nd throngb them of cOllntless nlltttitu~. Lisben
i14g' .i~h te.~l'&ute to.hi" voice, now spt'Afr:mg f~ tihetn out of 
tbe W<frld 9! spi",,'ts, Mtly his eonntrymen be 1M on hr lH9'l t\, .. 
1JO.'l't\ 'Pi hOly religi&n, wldel\ ",ill gtlide theh\ in peacll' a:ntl 
~~ 1!brbOgb tht1l ,",oril'i, 1l.nd. }W$peh"8 them for aU'ottier an8 
,.. better and lIbtts, .ith6«t di.mnotion of ~~t"'1 01.' elit'ilet .~ 
.y~ blM 'he,~ ohle 8m Simln.fbralei<_ ...... 
• U.f ..... BUr." .,' 

". 
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But I mll8t ittU'l'1 on. Within tht la.st ii~1 1*' .since the 
death of Ram MohaA Roy, Brllhmoism ha.s ,nndergoue va.rions 
cpanges B.lld, it seems a. pity tha.t so soon, as many as t.w9 or 
t\J,ree diffel'ent soots Ilhoulo have Spl'Ullg up out of the simple 
fa.ith Ram Mohan Roy tried to establish in Iudia.. It is not 
lleOf>8Sary tor lne to dwell on the schisll'lS that have Ilepa.rated 
the Brl,lhmos, but I mllst can atteutioll to one pl'ominetlt person, 
who ba.s only latoly ~8sed away from us. One who hal:! 
eudeared himself to fndia even more than Raja.h Ram • Mohun Roy. r allude to Bilbao Keahllb Chunder Sen. His 
earnest word" Ire stil1.ringing in our ears and his simple sincere 
life is stilI the theme of our da.ily pa~ers. He is, indeed, one of 
the greatest of India's sont!, and our conn try will never see the 
like of him again. Men of all shades of opiuion and l'eligio1l8 
throughout the world have p!l.id a just tribute to the memory of 
this illustrions reformer. Here is Ro testimony from an or· 
thodox Christia.u, the Rev. Joseph Cook of BostOll, U. S. :_U On 
no one born in India did I build more expectation than on him. 
I saw ill his soul the Ol,iental type and was taught much by it 
a.nd ha.d hoped to be taught more The news from the Ganges 
that Keshub Chuuder Sen is dead overwhelm. me with a. prQ
fouud sens!) of personal berea.vement than I call DQW remember 
to ha.v~ felt before I\t the depal'tiu'o of any public man." lIe 
was one of those sincere souls who always lived in the midst of 
spiritna.l rel~tities. "Life, Soul, God, these were to him celltre. 
9£ infiuite truth. He never stopped to prove the existeuce of 
God, or tIle reality of Spirit; he sa.w Ron41 felt a.nd that was 
61l0Ilgh. The Ulliverse was to bitn full of th~ Deity; I:IOmething 
hnm6&Bllrably more th&u a va.st maohine the abode of inscrutable 
foroe; a.t the head and helm of all there was .. Fa.ther; and t9 
tha." 8ublime truth he bore a. bright unflidkering testiruony ia .. 
rua.tel-lalistio &ga." YeA, he was a firlll believer in the F.,the"" 
hood of God; but he a.1so believed in the BfotherhoQd,o£ Men. 
He ga.ve the rigp./; hand of fellowship t'\ a.U wJaetb&ra. Ohrilltisp. 
llahom~ or a Hindu. No religiou l&owever degnt.ded w .. 
dll8pieed by him. I quote £I'UU\ the deot&t'a.tiou of ptinciplet tv: 
whioh tbe Ohurch founded "bylC.eehub OhnJltU.t Sell P~," 
be gnid~d. Aftet' ata.~ng tha.t nQ creaJ;ed ohject ~I\R~:v~)~ 
wOl'llhippeQ; 1iOI! allY maD, inferi!)l' being O!, lM.w .-.bjecJt .. 
treated as identical wit>b God, or like unto ~,w" ~ 



ilon ot GQd, and thAt no ptiyer 01' hymn be saUl 'ltnto ~ in the 
Dame of anyone exoepl; God, ihe Declaration continues:-

"No created being or objeot, that has been or nmy herea.fter be 
worshipped by any soot, should be ,'idicnled or contemned in the 
course of the Divine service to be conducted hel'e. No seot shall 
be vilified, ridiculed 01' hated." 

In the "New Dispensation", with which Chunder Sflll'S name 
is more (;losely associa.ted, he ai med a~ the coalescenoe of the 
three great religions of the world-Hindllism, Mahomedapism 
and Christianity, The" Science of Dispensation" was his great 
discovery-order a.nd cont,illJlity. unity in rtJ.nltipli~ity. It is true 
dUI'ing his latter days he becarn(;' mystical, und lllany of the !'ites 
he performed had no meaning wh,trovel'; but still his idl~a was 
to bring together the germs of truth in the different religions 
and mn.ke it one. But Chuuder Sen went oven ful'ther, he gave 
the most prominl"nt placl' to Christianity a1ld it was Joau8 
Christ whom Chundol' Son recognized as his til'st and best of 
teachers. " It is in Christ" said he OIl(JO, "that the East and 
West are to find harmony and unity." 

The attitude of the Hllldus at tho present time towa.rds 
Christianity is not one of hatred and aniroo'lity. Mal-a than ~O 
yea.rs ago it was different. The vel'y mention of the word 
I Christ' was received with marks of disgust and disapprob&tlotl 
!tnd it is owing to the influence of Keshllb Chunder Sen that 
the hostilit,y of the Hindus towards Christianity h1l.8 been 80 
mal-kedly changed. The fact is well worthy of being pondered 
by every thoughtful" Hindu tha.t one of the best and roost 
illustrions men India has ever seen, certainly the fortmlost 
Hindu o/modern times, found in Christ the Rnpr~me satidacWm 
of his intellect a.nd heart, a.nd claimed Ohriflt fot' Indi. Atid 

rOOia./or Ohrist. As a. Ohristian myself I Aim firmly oonvinced 
tha.t in Christ is perfect truth a.nd that in his religion tb&t'e is 
tha£ perfect peace we look for in this life. Keehn'" Ohundw 
&h knew a.nd bote testjnony to it with nnf1ine1till~ .,,1. ' His 
1'tJlee ll! flu.hed bllt hill r:n.a.rveUoul! influenoe over tmtit. is .1 
tet~,' .it tihongh \Ve ma.y not be &bIe to reconcile ollt'8&lve/J flo .. 
~ta attn -..e ba.n...al'Zltt'8 hiB eal'lle$tne!!. and bis ai~1;' 
~ c.¥tse . of l'elig~#. tu(ti" ~~ed lit niM'i like Ohu.·Sea 
to tlet. "'lo~ .. ~o,"' pbrer tbab that fotk;w.d in. '1lba 
·.i16rf " ~ i1tterat .nny- Lt,t," 1l()1. ~-Qpt thi& ~t 
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~ ~Jpn$1)l, in W~V"I,' fo~~ it J!l4t· ~~t ~1f flO 
U$ in India., britlg~ 'before lQl\iIl It not R\el'S abstraotion of good. 
DEI~ but ft. PersQua.1 God whom we c£I,n love, a.<lore a.nd WW@\P j 

to whom we can pour on,. hea.rts in prayers, floom whom we can 
l'e()eive peace and (JO'IDfort. For if we keep this ill }bina we 

Jshall be a.ble to understand the grejl.t gulf that separates 
Brahmoism from the other movement-Thl'loBophy, about which 
I wish to say only a few words this evening. 

Brahmoism, I said, w~s of pllre Indi'tl origin, but Theosophy 
is a 4'foreign movement, at I\U events it is one originated hy 
foreigners. Iif'ha.d itl!!>Origin in America in 1875, and its fOlil'lUel'S 
a.re Col. Oloott alld M:ftdame Blavat~Ky. Its objects, as stat.ed in 
the rules a.re (1) to form the nnclens or an Univer8!\l broth or· 
hood of hnmaiHty, withont distinotion of raoe, creed a.nd colonl'; 
(2) to promote the study of At·ya.n and other E'lstern literature, 
religions a.nd sciences and vindica.te their impQt·tance! (3) to 
investigate the hidden mysteries of natnre and the psyehieal 
powers latent in man. As regards the first" to fOl'm the nucleus 
of an universal brotherhood," nothing can be more lauda.ble 
than this object; but 1 SIIoid that Brahmoism has also the Ql'ne 
object, and Christianity has also the very identical object ill
view. Therefore there is nothing llew in Thf>~ophy. Is the 
Tb,080phical movement a religions movement? This questio'q 
has often puzzled me. If it is Ii\, religions movement wha.t are we 
to beli.ev,fj P Are we to believe in a personal God. No. This oa.n't 
be; for the fonndl'r/! of the Theosophical movement do not reoog· 
l'l1. n. persona.l deity. Here is a qnota.tion..froro tb~ T1t806ophi8t, 
t.he ofticillol Ol'gMl of the Society. ediWd by Mada~ Bla,n1&"'Y:
.. Onlin&ry people l'IloIlhly jllmp to the concltlf:\ion tha.t we are ",U 
pelierers in a. personal deity. No graver milltake could eve,l' W! 
oollun.itted. TheoBOphy with U8 means Divine Wisdom or l'8<tlwr 
the "nowledg~ of that which ~8 yet a. mystery to th$l,\rdi~l, rti, 
Qf m .. tf~ind. III this sene.e even lit Ma.terialiat is .. Theo:sophist.; 
'beoanse he is evel' tryit.\g to find t.be o13el'au,n of nob, t.ws. 
na.in-ce as b~ve net yet been djfl(:ov~Ii." T~ q,tl.estiOll ~ 
na.tutaUy lIugg-eats it$elf 'Wh~6r fJ;lt'se 1 .. _, ~o~~~ e~ " 
dillCOve~. And if S9 by wnolll. A.gain ~ are t<M W 
"OeoQl:ij$m or E/wteric philosophy prol'(11llea .~ten";o:p ~f 
pleil.$u1'6, wiBdom and mlfiellce etri\:it~ itt 1IR.00t!!UIi'l8 ~~ 
o*uf6d by stlc~iv •• &t1s ill ~~ i~. \~ ., 



the l~. ",iate. ""k>.b ~ tp ~it:v." t Qcm~. I can ~Il 
grut' the ~lliPB' of~. A'Od tU@ ~ga.in ~h .. t ill Nirv~?, 
D* i~ ~ 80 state in 'fhieh the:e UJ 1\eith~r plea.eure Xl",,, 
pl!-lU P It 7,n1l~j; t~ be, noa·oQn&CJ.OU$ 8~te? I lYOI)df,\r ~w 
man.y ct.n. in this ma.tt4r ~ fAQt age of ~!l1'8, arrive a.t. lJUoh a, 
state. We are told. tba,t there 80re 'M.ah.~s who have reae.1JId 
the state of Nirv",na; gr.,uting tha.t t~ere are snch men, we 084 
only sa1, that we dQ not know how to reach this exaJted st;a.te 
Q.ud that ev~n if we lQaow the way lAtty would prefer to live 
~nd die N the ordiI)al'Y beings around us. -

T4eosophy, SOlll,8 IlI'Y. is only the reviv'\l of Bu4WslU it\ .tndifl,.. 
But BudluslJl is not k{lown~ recognize lj. ~od a.nd so 'l'beQsopby 
can nev~l' be in any sense a religious movement. Moreover it 
8~m. to me t1ul.t It will never be popular in Indie. 0» &cC()UlJt Qf 
lts myatical nature. 

As for its third object, tha.t is the inv6stigatioI) of the hidden 
mystel'ies Qf nature a.l;Id the pSJ'chlCa.l powers la.tent \ll, ~t 
I can only ijAY that, In this Niueteenth Centnry, ae we telllt eVf#ry. 
thitl8 by the figorous laws of scien,ce before wh~ch all g\l.os,W, 
a.u4 spirits Va.JJlah. we ca.Dnot make Dp our miuWl tt,) believe ~ 
spiritua.lism or occultism or whatever it may be ct).l1ed. I clWl 

quottl the words of a number of eminent scientific men who b_ve 
no mQre f/l.ith iu spiritua.lism tho.u they ha.ve ~ witch·llraf~ or 
any other tom.foolel'Y. ant It is Ijuffic~en~ for my pllrpo.s& tQ 
mellt~ the Qames of Huxley and. Tyndal. Prof. Buley -.tter 
_ying tha.t the sIlbj8(lt of IIpiritua.lism. does not intMes~ him 
writeIJ $,8 4>l1owJI : .. The ouly case of Ilpiritualism I have W • t.4e Q,ppor~unitJ' qt ~"\llinlllg' for myeel£ W&8 as grou till iR!.poI-
t.Q.re ... E\VeI; ~e 'tUuier my notice. If 8onyboGy would eta4o.w 
1\18 with the ~"lty of lis~~ tQ the fJ"t~l" of 014 WOJlle1.u •• ~ 
Qu .... t.ea in tae ne&reat cathedral town, I "hon14 decline .lt~ 
petrU ... ~~g !>Qtw thinp.to do. And il the {t)Ik in .. 
JlPi1':i~ 1'pr14 do not tAI.llJ: lPOR }Viie\y aad sensibly tbart .... 1' 

fej~ ~ ~ tQ,,1 p. ijJQfII m t;Iae A_~. The 
_ ~ tW ImtoDseefna~~ of ~ ~ at ... it.. 
~ ,¥ W 11ll'Q~ all ~~a.l al'glUl1(!n$ apinst _loW .. 
~,I\".", ~ .. ~~ tb. die and _ .... tc> ~ 
t.~W,~ ~ilBl~" ~ .. •• ~.r 
""'h~'" fit a.ft ,~ ...... by ~~ 

~~ft ......... _l'~l., bi44Wft.~, B."'~ 
11.-<2. 
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I Rat in my bed-room, finishing a cigar and t.hinking. Suddenly 
thel'S stood a spirit beside me. The door ha.d made no noise in open. 
ing, but at any rate there he was. He SIl,t down and con'Vcl'Hed 
with me in subdued tOflf'FI for some time and as he seemed ill an 
exoellent humour towards me I asked b~m a favour ;" and then 
-Colonel Olcot goe;, on to say that he had reoeived from the 
appadtion the embroidered /I'lttali which he wore 011 his head !I~ 
a tangible token of the ghoFltly vi~it. Lrt me give OIlU more 
instan('t'. While !It BoJblty one night \ in Colonel Olcott's l'OOIll' 

the l)ewnn of (Ju(·hin asked for Madame Blavatsky's card, !lIt(' 
said Ahe had otItly one.with her then. But he abked for another, 
"one brought iu a phenomenal way,'" in Ule meautime somethi •. g 
fluttered on tilE' wall about two feet from the ceiling which W.lk 

r.hullt Hi feet high and nn oblong piece of paper was seen to dl'op 
on Colonel Olcott'R tahle. 1 l'!'ally thillk tlUit Prof. Huxl .. y 
would apply his words evell to surh phenomena as these, witnes,,
ed by Colonel Olcott. Spiritualism did once rreate a sensation 
both in England and America but the belief in it is now dying 
out altogether. Our people in India ~el"m to bf' easily impo)'l('d 

npon, but I donht, llot that they", ill alRo ill j Imo find ont their 
error. 

Considering therefol'e Theosophy in it~ robtion to its three 
objects we can make the following rOlliparu;;on betwef'll Bl'ahmo· 
iAm and this movement. BrahmoisllI tries to C'stablish a 
brotherhood of humanity recognizing at the same time the 
Fathel'hood of God. Theosophy on tho other hand tri()fj to form 
a nucleus of all universal brothel'hood o\. humanity without 
recognizing tho }i'atherhood of God. Brahmoism strips all 
religion of everything snpf';natural, whereas 'l'heosophy intra
duet'S a peculial' supernaturalism of its own in its creed. I 
quot.e the following from a Brahmo paper I1S shewing the 
difference tll!lt exist" brtween the Brahmo Samaj and the 
TboollOphical Society. The India?~ A/e8Sen!!(>'/' in one of its 
issues saYR!. "We have been able to undyrst.a.nd very little 

( 

of what Thoosopby really means. It professes to he.ve 
no l'eligtous m'eed, and a.ims at tbe est.ablishment of uui
vel'SaJ B,'othel·hood. But yet its acCl'Sdit.ed organ is notorions 
for Ravage attacks on other men's l'eligious croods, and for the 
extreme.unbrotherlinesR of its criticil!tnR. For us Bmhmos tne 
qnellHon ill plain and simple. If the body bas no religiollB mission 
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we can have nO sph:itttlLl itlte't'eBt in it, but if it rf'ally Ill'eks to add 
to t:he stock of human knowledge, and to help in the discovery 
of unknown powerR of t.he human mind, we can at host hl\ve 
only a selentinc lutE-rest in it. Bnt we (,'an ha.ve no Rympathy 
with tht' society as long itS its leading organ and monthp1!'ce 
dt.Jightll i11 I1lttnting onl' de\'ontly clu·riRhed ('onvi('tions, 88 long 
a.~ it indulges in blMphemy, as long as it ridicules religion and 
enfOl'<'.El<l conditions of a diMiplt'Rhip ~idl Wf' consider to be 
pet'melOns. If Yoga i'i to bt' pllll'l-;~('d we call hlt\'t' Elnon~h of 
it without joinitlg this society; It' nm vet'RItI Bt'other'hood is fo be 
established certainly this s~ciety l~ not fae plac: to foster that 

idea i-Brotherhood without a Fath!:'l'hood to inHpire Ilnd streng
then it is an id('!L absurd in itA vel'y natnre." 

Comparing BrfthmoiRm with '}'hN)qophy I find Brahmoism far 
more rational ami i lJ Lelhgibl(' than the 1,1 ttel'. 

There is, hbwf>ver, mudl in this movement that is pra.ise

worthy. I m€'an the stimulus it giveR to the Iltudy of Sanskrit 
and the ancient literaturE' of India. All a religions movement it i8 
It failnre. BIlt RA a 'l(leial movement it haR and it will do, I hope, 
mubh good to the ('ount '·.V 111 bringiug the people together, in 
making them think and take all i"terpst ill the study of the 
languages of India. What f<urprises me most is that Brahmoism 
which had its origin in India should be so little thought of and 
Theosophy a movement of foreign birth, should be so popular. I 
believe, myself, it is owipg to the very indefinitenf'!ls of its Ct'eed. 

Considered from a social point of view Brllohmoism has done 
a great deal more f<'h' India than Theosophy can ever dream of 
doing. Theosophy CR.n nE-ver hrillg' out a Ram Mohun Roy or a 
Keshub Chnndcr Sen. The work t,hese great men have done is 
bein~undone by men lik!:' Col. OJ ('ott, who instead of giving 
India a plain, positive, practicall'eligion snhstit,ute for it a. scheme 
ot shadowy unrealities. What do phraOles snch as these mean ? ..... 
.. Identifying ourselves with nothing"-"To go out towards tbe 
11'lfinite." I wonder wh~t notion {lur poor countrymen will have 
of religion a.nd God when such meanil1gl!:'Bs pbrase!l aT'e thrust 
on them. Far bett.er to leave them as they are than make them 
ll$meil fools. We do not object to j,he Theo$ophical ronveme:nt 
it it confines itself to J'eforming s001a.1 evils 'but, it is our dnt>y ....... 
Wtt who bavut beart the physical. moral, and religious welfate of 
Ind.,-todOftl' 'best to resiat an)' efforts made to bring in explod-
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TllE CONTACT 
Of 

THE EAST AND THE WEST . 
• 

The Eilst hilS been <;0 long in contact with tIle \Vc:;t 

that the re<;ults are a fitter subject for obse,.'atiol1 thall for 
• 

sp~clllcltion, It is a sllhJ~ct, however, in which aile Is e~pcci. 

;lIly lirtblc to commit f.lllacies of oJ!,~er\'aticn, ilnd . ~ Ih,! 

contact is extcnding, it is not possible to keep out ~pecula. 

tion a<; to future results. One of the chief difficult;cs ill 

dealing with the subject is tha~ in the course of Sllccc''iive dis

cussions it has comc to be overlaid with a numbcr of commo\1-

places mostly in the nalure of a /,rtort' ,lsSUInptioll"l which 

are repeated from mouth to mouth and hardly evC'I" brought 

to the test of experience. It is assumed, for installce, that in

tellectually and probably also socially the East is the antip()de'i 

of the West And as in all such cli~cussioll'i India i~ taken 
• to fepresent the East anu England the \Ve,t, the a-;sumptioll 

comes to be that ill intellectual attributes as in politic,,1 

notions and life, India :tnd Englalltl are divergent as' the 

poles. A vcry little ob!lcrvation, however, ~t1fficcs' to ~how 

,that in the West itself, as in the East, there is the utmofolt 

. diversity in life· and· thought, ill intellectual capacity a:,u 
ntltional character, and that it is not safe to generali~e about 

the Ea'lt and the WC"It. No contillelltal racC', llO, not even 

"England'!; nCtif ndghbouls, the Scotch and -.I'e Id"h, Qnlinarily 
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Sl1CCCC{t so wdl ns the people of I ndia in pronouncing

the English language. It may be doub'tcd if ar.y foreign 

nation appreciates the spirit of English literature so well as 

the ~eople of this country are capable of doing. And no 

continental speaker or writer seems tu have approached the 

best of our countrymen in the capacity of using the English 
. . 

tongll~ with accuracy, elegance ano effect. \Vriters like 

Wordsworth, ~arlylc and other unconscious VedaJ1ti~ts 
• 

would be more quickly appreciateJ'by educated Hindus thall 

they appear to have bt."~n ill their own country. The eloquf' llt, 

jmpulsive Irishman, the ardent \\'ehhman, the metaphr~ical 

Scotchman all too serious, the gay, Spi ightly Frenchman 

revelling in abstract iLleas and really to !-.o\\'c political 

problcms by the logic of deduction , the Germall scholar 

shaggy and unkempt , devoled only to hi!i books and his home, 

content with his humble lot, totally lacking the spirit 01 

commercc and adventurc, with his encrgies all inward, ",ill 

find their congenial spirito; more readily in this clime of the 

east than ill the neighbouring wcstcrn land which is the first , 
of Ca!>tcr:l powers. TiM! three great southern pcninsulas of 

Europc have all thwugh history presentcd evcn a closer 

analo~'r to the Ea!it than the rcmote, northern countries of 

thc \V cSt, an analogy especially ill modes of life, in ideals 

of womanhood, for in'>tancc, and the relation of man to 
• wuman. ReaUy there is no great gulf fixed betwcen the 

East and the \V cst. Why should there bc any? The distinctioll 

itsclf as OtIC of mcre space and dircction is arbitrary as th~ 

ui~(indi()Jl of positi\'c anel neg-ativc ill so mall}" blanches tlf 
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science. And if apart from their common humahily the people 

of the \Vest ana the higher classes of the East are the 

descendants of common ancestors who h~d attained some 

degree of civilisation before they separaJed, we <;hould be 

prepared to see in their later developments something other 

than radical differences of temperament and character and 

capacity. 
• 

Another of the current assumptions is thitt the Ea~t is , :t 

in mo<;t respects if not ir' evcry respcct inferior to the West 

and can alone be benefited by the con.act. She !JaR nothing 

to give, everything to receive; ~hc has already recei\'ed much, 

and if she has not received more, the fact i~ dut' to her want 

of capacity. Iii knowledge, thought and lJfc the obligation 

j<; one-sided. A scholar and thinker of the position of Sir 

II~nry Maine found nothing good and valuable !Jot only in 

the Intlian life and thought of today but aho in the past of 

our country. Speaking at a COl1vocatinll of the Cdcntta 

University he said: " On the educated Native of Intlia the 

"Past pres~es with too awful and terrible a power for it to be 

"safe for him to r~lay or palter with it. The clouus which 

"overshaqow his hOllsehold, the doubt'> whiC;h beset his mind, 

"the impotence of progreS'sive advance which he stru~les 

"!'lgainst, are all part of an inheritance of ncarly unmixed evil 

"wllich he has received from the Past." This apparently re

q'lained his convi!tion to the last. In the l~ede Lecture which 

he delivered at Cambridge several year-; after, he ~how(;J no 

Qetter appreciation of our past. Ther~ also he says in 

effect. our. inheritance was one of nearly ~nmixed evil. It 
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wa! Grc:ccc alone to which all the world was indebted; in 

c'reece alone progress \Va<; endemic. To all other countric!> 

progress came by communication; and England was com

municating it to India. India, however, was valuable in 
• (me respect, namely as a study to the arch3!ologist. Old 

forms of life, archaic ~nstitutions which in other countdc5 

open to observation had been extinct, continued unchanged 
• 

in India. To tl~ jurist and the sociologist they would be of 
• 

grcat value, for here in India they cbuld read the past in the 

present, for the past wac the prescnt. She had given to the 

world the Science of Compal'ative Philolology; she had 

materials for other scienccs. Other service than this 1 ndia 

could not render. As he had said in another a·ddress prc~ 

viously leferred to: "This is a society in which for centude,> 

"upon centurics the imagination has run riot, and much of 

"the intellectual weakness and moral evil which afflict it to 

'·this moment, may be tr~iced to imagination having so long 

'\u,urpl d the place of raason". It may be doubted if the! 

imagination does not run riot in sweeping generalisations 

like these. This highly cultured EUl'(lpean scholar asks us 

to believe that it was the imagination alone, a riotous 

imagination too, which constructed all our Mathematics and 

Astronomy, our elaborate system of Hindu Law, our six: 

Systems of Philosophy which represent nearly every con-' 

ceivable systcm of metaphysical though't, ou; highly scientific 

Grammar of the Sanskrit tongue, our Logic, old and new; 

our science and art of Mecii(;'lne, our temples and forts alld 

bddges, our conveyall-,es, canals and ob-.ervatories. Surely 
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an imagination that is capable of accomplishil'g these feats 

j, not to be despised. Opinions like Sir Henry Maille',> arc' 

Ilot, however, universal amongst we'ltenl thinkers, Orientali,;ts 

apMt, there have been several eminent Europeans who have' 

acknowledged the obligations of the West to the Ea"t. L!Jrd 

Lytton speaking at a Convocation of the University made 
• the acknowledgment in terms $ingularly fair and flank . . 

l~c\\' indeed would be prepared to-day to maill~in the lIlli-
• 

versality of the .claim urgM for the West by Sir Henry 

l\I<line. Latter-day thinkers generally confine the obligatir)ll') 

of the E,lst to scientific Imowledge, scientific "methods of 

l'ca'ionin~ and research, and the political ideas and life of the 

\\ cst. This is a very much fairer and more modcst claim, 

and it would be affectation to quarrel with it There is no 

doubt that Europe has far outstripped the East in !'lcientific 

knowledge, the use of scientific methods, and in the 

ailys and methods of the various modes of political life. 

I~ct liS, 11Owcver, inquire a little into the causcS of H:i') dis

pClrity. Are the capacities, tastes and instincts of the East 

radically different fro:n those of the West? Is the scientific 

bent of the West an inheritance of ages denied to the East, 

which the East therefore cannot acquire any more than 

a man can borrow the complexion or the features of another ?: 

Is the progressive, highly organised political life of the West 

also a part of its i~me~orial inheritance to which the Eal't 

can lay no claim? And are the scientific and political impcr1 

fcctions of the East as much aJl inheritance and part of its 

vrgan~sm as the excellences of West? Only a rapid research 



r (j 

Is possible within the limits to ilbich this paper must be 

confined. 

It is not from the dawn of hic;tory that Science hac; been 

the adored angel of lire ancllight in the West. For centnlies 

sHe.had 110t appeared so much ac; in a vision even to the mo~t 

learned of the West.. And when at last she did manifec;t 

hel self she wac; receiv~d v~ry much in the same way as the 
< 

white man ha(' been received in China and in the Jand of the , 
Negroe,. She wa~ hated and sht,nned or f>lse chac;ed and 

persecuted as a m~n,ter or as a spirit of evil. GiOld<tno 

TIl uno wac; btll'l1t by the Illquisition in the closing year of 

tbe sixteenth century for having ac;serted the plurality of 

worlds. Galileo wac; sentenccd to Iife·long imprisonment 

in ] 632 for having ~Uppol'tcd the Copctnican ~ystem of 

Astronomy and IHaintaincd that the earth and other planets 

moved round the ,>un. With him are included Tycllo B.-ahe 

and Kepler among Martyrc; of Science by Sir David Brewster. 

It was something, however, that men of c;c;ence, however 

little appreciated, had begun to appear. But theirs wac; not a 

long pedigree in the history of mndern E~rope. The European 

cc,untry in which Science had her birth, if she ",all not a 
supposititious child taken from India, was Greece of ancient 

history; and when Greece met her political death Science 

was only a nurseling. Her early years of growth were spent 

in Akxandria. She was there pick 'cd up by Mahomedan 

conquc,"ors and reared in Arabia. In her adolescence .,he 

passed s1')wly and with modest steps to Moorish Spain ;nd 

contrived tp move 011 to Upper Italy. T'here in her yO\Jth 
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!'he was worshipped at tftany altars by eartiest devotees, 

individual and collective, and in the full bloom of her diville 

beauty she was ultimately installed on hel' rightful throne 

by her ardent votaries, the Members of the Royal Society of 

London. Her sway ever since has been undisputed and of 

tlu!>urpassed glory. She has seen ma~1y jubilees, and her 

matronly dignity inspires a reverence 'and loyalty that nearly 

all over the west has come to be among the natural affections 
• of men. During the perio<i of her exile theology held the 

throne. The Protestants put their f~th in the Scriptules, 

the Cltholics in the POP\!; no portion of Christenddm lVas 

prepared to accept from natule herself her own revelation. 

Christiallity, Latin Chri!>tianity as it has been called, imtcad 

01 aiding the cause of truth and progress, blocked the way. 

The l<'eformation, aided by many movements in political and 

commercial life, aided the naturali"ation of Arab Science ill 

North Italy where it had come by southern routes and whence 

it soon extended o\'cr the whole penin"ula. LeoJlanlo Ja 

Vjnci was one of its earliest apostles and proclaimed the new 

gospel boldly and unequivocally. I? imilation of the learnt.'<i 

societies of Granada and Cordova,associations were established 

in various Italian towns. Those founded in Naples, Rome 

and Florence were short-lived; one c'itablbhed at Toulouse 

has had greater longevity. Science made progress not only 

jt) It4tly but in sOlire ot"cr countl ies of the continent before 

it received a home in England, Bacon heralded a new era 

by the announcement of his new method, the method of 

questioning !latllre, !.Jut he made no di<;co\'('ry ill Science, nor 



did he !;tatc his method with ~uffitic1lt dcfinitcnc!;~ to m:lkc it 

ca~y of application for purposes of scicntific inqujry or prol)f. 

III England the era of scientific discovelies begins with the 

Restoration which is almost co-cval with the establi~hmel\t of 

the Royal Society. The discovery of tel restrial magnetism by 

Gilbert in the close <;f Elizabeth's reign, and the di~covcry of 

the circulation of the b'lOod by Harvey in the reign of J ame~ 1, 

ale about the only conspicuous achievements of Engli~h 
f 

men of Science b~fore that cpcdl. The Royal Society wa __ 

e<;tabJi"hcd in I662,~onJy two years after the Restoration. 

There was 'it good deal of beating of the "drum eccelesia~tic" 

. ag-ani~t the new in'>titutioll which was accused 01 an intention 

of "de..,troying the e ... tablished religion, injuring the el1irer~i

. tic'>, and of upsetting ancient and solid learning". It \\as 

only the powerful <,upport of King Charles II which sa\cu 

it from extinction. 

It is pos~iblc to derive a faw lessons even from this very 

brief ~kctch. \V e observe, foJ' instance, that the Scicnce which 

aro,>e in a European country Camc to b(' so completely extin<:t 

that but fur the aCCident of Its introduction into Arabia and 

the frc"h accident of its I'C-illtroc\uctiol1 into Europe by its 

contact with the East, the \Vest might have remained clo<,;cd 

ag<':lIist Science for one knows 110t holY mallY more c<..ntHrics 

It i~ pos»iblc for Science t-o die in the lulld of its birth. In 
(' t 

the next place we observe that the religion, the capacittes, 

the ta"tes of the West were for a long time stubbornly 

. opposed to the reception of science. The history of Science 

HillS counter to the assumption that tAe West is and has 



ItT,~'a)'5 beell-COlls'tittilion'ally scil'iltific, Lastly, we lea'rn the 

important truth that it is possible for great political, specul

ative, social or commercial nlO~'ements to arise e\'CII in the 

aU5cncc of scientific culture Tn a community <lnd tn aId the 

progress of Science instead of awaiting its aid, Dr Dr.!pcl

::.hu\\'s that Europe came to be prepa~d for the appreciation 

of Science by thc g-eneral intell<;cttTal fllticlcening which it , 
recej\'cd from the introduction of the arts of. printing and of 

the manufacture ()f pap~r, from the ;stabli~hmcllt ()f news

papers, and the discoveries of Col.mhus, De G;1tll<l and 

Ma~cllan. The stir of intellect and of political'and (:col1omic 

life was not caused by any stimulu~ of science but "";'I~ it~('lf 

the stimulus to the acqllisition and propagation of scil'nce, 

The moral forces of man and 50ciety proveo not only thrir 

independcnce of material knowlcd~e hut their priority in 

time and their capacity of controlling it. The Reformation 

\Vas accomplishcd without the <:id of scicnce, and jt~elf rnntle 

scientific advance possible, All this had been proved ill 

ancient history. I t was demonstrated once lTlure ill mc(; , 

and even in mode"rn history. III Ellgland Science and 

Rationalism sprang up as a protest i1gainst the over-done p111'i

tan ism of the period of the protectorate, ~"hich "forclhly 

concent .. at~d hUmilJ1 thought on tl'e sing Ie topic of Religion." 

,Science progressed with rapid strides , after the establishment 

of the Royal socrety, "nd by a Singular good fortune England 

was now blessed with a s.on who enabled her to make lip for 

her past neglect and to take the first place in scientific 

Jescarch ann d-tscoverr for over half a century, ~ewt()n wa$ 

~ 
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bOtn in 1642, the year iii which Galileo' died, and he \vas abf!! 

to take a 'part in the proceedings of the Ro);a) Society almost 

immediately after he llad taken his uegree at Cambridge. 

l'ut thougb the cultivation of science had commenced in right 

earnest in the latter half of the seventeenth century it must 

hot be supposed that t.he mind of the bulk of the nation, or 
• even oj the higher classes generally, \\'a~ illumined by even 

~ rale rdlectiolC of the light that shone in the Royal Society . 
• 

13elicf in magic and witchcraft cotrtinued long after. The 
"tJ"i 

laws against witchcraft were repealed in England in 1736. 
• • 

The tast tl ial ~f a witch was held in E.ngland in 1712, and 

Scotland :)1t<escnts a case of a woman burnt as a witch as 

tatc as 1727. It is not necessary to refer to various other 

Forms of superstition. Several were exposed by Addi~on 

in his essays in the ,Spectator, and it must not be forgotten 

that Johnson in his childhood had been toucher! for the King's 

Evil by Queen Anne. There arc reasons to fear that even 

such well-known facts are liable to be forgotten by men who 

like to declaim against superstitions and barbarous practices 
• as an endemic evil of the East. The estimate of Science helf 

by old all~l learned bodies like the Universities of Oxford 

and Cambridge will appear from the fact that it is only very 

~ccently that it has become possible for studcltts of those 

Universities to obtain their degrees by passing an examina-
• c 

tion ill that subject. For centmies the onry recognized subjects 

Were Mathematics and the European cla~sics: 
Let us now turn our attention for a moment to the politi~at 

life of the West. It is unquestionabie that it is sepacafea 



{ 1I , 

by a very broad gulf from the political life of the Ea~t, and 

there probably cO'uld not be a wide!' difference or rather a 

j,ccner (;ontl ast than that between the political life 0( 

England at the present day and that of India oefore the 

establishment of Bdtbh rule. Dut then it mu~t be Icmem~ 

bered that the political life and collst ;ttltion of England 11 • 
unique. No other countrv in th~ w&ld has any jll~titutioR 

• 
eXilct]y resemLling the HOllse of Common'> No colltltl(,llta.i • 
country has the democrat'c constitution of England or even , 
that oligar<:hic con'>titution which exb~d down to very recent 

times. In no other European countly is there' ~o much (If 

public libcrty,-the !tbel ty of the Pre'>'o, the liberty of peti

tioning, the liberty of holding public mu:tillg8, Irial by jury, 

the open adminbtration of justice, open di'ocu.,<;ions i. 

Palliament, the litigious system of crimillal procedurl', the 

liberty of reporting the proceedings of Court'> and Pdriiamcnt. 

The characteristic political ideas and institutions of England 

Clre no more foreign to the mind of the Hindu youth than 

they would be tu the mind of a Gelman student. When in 

polltic<ll life Englcfnd is so much ahead even of her nea, .. 
Slejghbours on the continent it would be idle to conceal, 10 

belittle. or to explain away the di<;pari-ty between that -Hfll 

and the: pa,litical life of India under Malwrncdan rulers, But 
hett al!iO it has to be remembered that the freedom of England 

is not :\$ old as jt~ ~ha!ky cliffs. Much of it is recent, very 

{ceeat. The tong and arduous struggles which the English 

~QP~ have Jl"d to make through the: whole CQu.rse of ~h~lr 

ftj~~ry' JO a~quire ,a~d ex~end theil' lib~rtr ar~ ~\V~Jl. k.I!OW~ oW 
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~very educated person. Liberty of the press was unknown 

.before the Revolution of 168:). Before' the RevQlution 

OiJsO it tvas not possible for a man prosecuted for treason to 

claim to be defcnded by counsel. Toleration is a bles~ing 

.of 110 ancient date. Englbh law, w:1ich to Lord Coke 

appeared as the pcrfec~ion of rea50n and even to so late an 

authority as Sir \Villiame Blackstone as something fit only 
• 

to be apprcri;Jted and not to be criticised, was shown by 
• • llentham in hi~ works and Lord BJ41mgham in his speeches to 

;lhound in absunlitie" incongruities alld itJiquities. vVhen 

. Romilll bcgcfn his carcer the number of capital offellces was 

·i10 less than 230. He was aided by MackiJlto~h and 

.Drougham ill canying through rarliament !>ome of the 1egal 

.n:forrns which had been pressed on the puhlic attentioll by 

·Beccaria in I taly and Bentham ill England, and those reforms 

were carried in the teeth of a strenuous opposition offered 

~by the bar. Atld as it has been with law and the courts, so 

lIas it been with politics and parliament. The House of 

Commons in its earlier days was as much of a sham as some 

(If our local 'lclf-gove.rning bodies in the irlterior, and corrup: 

rtion was rife in Parliament down to days so recent as those 

'Of \Valpole. Macaulay, indeed, ~eems to defend the disingen~ 

tJous practices of that minister on the ground.of the l()~ 

i;tandard of public morality prevalent at the time. TJ1. 

'Redistribution of Seats Act which gave \0 the House or 
Common'> a really democratic constitution, and the J udicaturt 

'A~ts which swept away the ancient al10malies of what may 

be -called the Ciyil Procedure of England, arc' ~tb 'Of. 'thim 
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only <lb0l.1t <l quarter of a century old. Edmund BUI ke, how'" 

ever, who wrote loilg before even the first Reform nill hlld 

heen introduced into Palliament, was of opinion th;lt the 

J1 ou~e of Commons in his day \Va'> a perfcctly con~titllt('d 

and thoroughly representative body, and generati()n~ of 

lawyers and legislators tolerated ai incongl lIOUS double 

• sy"tem of procedure which was ~implified and rationa1i~ed 
• 

only the other day. l'rogl e~<; has been a~omplisted in 

El1gland not for the sake M progrcss on allY mere ab~tract 

grounds but has ari"en only as some pres~illg necessity rendered 

it unavoiddble. It has been a mere process d'f ad:ptation, 

The consequence has been the ~r()wlh of many cumbrous 

forms and institutions. There could not be a more cumbrou!'; 

ma~s of curious formalities than \\ hat j., called Parliamentary 

l'ractice, and one of the most surprising barbarisms of the 

present enlightened epoch is an Engli'lh deed of conveyancing. 

A great authority on the subject, Mr Joshua Williams, says: 

"Even now a common purchase deed of freehold land cannot 

tlbeexplained without going back to the days of Henry VIII, 

"or an ordinary settlement of land without recourse to the 

"Jaws of Edward 1." This of course has reference to th~ 

substance of the law, but objections to the form are manifest. 

Why the -law is not simplified by coces it is impossible tl) 

explain except on the theory of English conservatism. 

EnglIshmen in fndiaetalk of Progress and of the uses of 

.codification but they have not in their own country any 

comprt:hensive statutes like the Indian Penal Code .. the 

IndiaQ EvideDce_Aet, the Indian Contract Act, the Transfer 
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of Property Act, or the Ncgotiabk Imtrumcntf! Act. 5q 

"verse are they to change that even vlhele it arises from 

nece.,sity they per!>uade thcmselves that there hils been 

no change. They have not the heart to loele it in the face. 

The expulsion or the enfol(:ed flight of King James I I they 

euphemistically cal\C~ an abdication, and they persu.ldcd 

them!>clves and sought fo per~uade the world that a continuity 
• • 

of succe"siol1 If) the El1gli~h t(lIone by inhnitance \\3!' not 
• 

distUlbcd when \villi~m and Marye\\ere placed upon it. The 

largest portion of t}v: laws of England is what is calleJ 

(,ommon Law which is practically synonymous with Case

l.aw. Well, upon what prillciples has the common law been 

built up? Judges in deciding cases plOfess to follow plece

dents; as a matter of fact they very often modify the rules 

and principles laid dowll in precedents. If there was a 

literal conformity to precedents, com mOil law would not be 

~1I1alged. In fact, however, the change and enlargement do 

take place, but the judicial plctcnce is that existing principles 

are alone followed and thcre is no change. T/le open recog .. 

,lition of chanse would be too great a shbck to sober English 

Jlcrves, and hence Progres~, which most other men "'ould bll 

proud of, is what the Englishman in true penitence of hcar~ 

timorously conceals. 

This little sketch also has, its OWn lessons. The political 

life of England, including itlJ cOllstitutio\l, is wholly eXt 

t,raordinary and exceptional, differing not only from that of 

every ~utetn country but to some extent fro(ll Jhat e\'c:n of 
~\;ety Qther >Europe..,n C~llt .. y. Its de,velowe,lrt· h!ls bC,~" 
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1he rec;ult 01 historical circumstances "and national cllaraetc-i'. 

It is a feature ()f th.lt character to value expediency above 

all thing'>, to receive with coldness every consideration of 

mere logiC. Progress has arisen in England not in come

lJucnce of the Englishman's liberali'im but in~pite of his 

conservatism, under the prll!ssure of tl\t! rrrcsistible force of 

• time and circumstance. No per:;on could be more ready 
• 

than the Englishman to COllntenance <;ham~, none hac; a 
• 

keener in'itinctive apprec:!iation of public liberty, a truer 

regard for forms, or a greater aver'iinru to ~uclden and far
• reaching changes \\"hich have to he hrought on ~y volulltary 

dfOlt Itt the bidding of mere principle. 

This is the life and character, tld~ the history of the 

\V cc;tcrn people with whom we of the Ea~t have come in 

contact. Wl.at has been our history? It is a history of 

arrf'sted development. We Hindu,> had ollr political death 

centuries ago, and, unlike Greece, we passed under the dom~ 

nion not of advanced and appreciative conquerors but Qf 

men distinguished for every variety of despotio;m, intolcran~e 

and repression. Th~ Stoic philosophy pass~d from Greeee 

to Rome and found a new d.evclopment there. OUT Maho

mcd:in rulers were in no mood to learn from us or evert to 
communicate' to us of their best. Accident and obscurity s~ved 

as milch of learning and fiS many learned men as the hand 

.of vandalism cou1d n~t reach or did not care t'O destroy. 

Learning and th0\1ght remained starved and paralysed for ~ 

period nearly as 10ng as the Middle Ages. Fortuna.tely:, 

C'1ipacity was 1I0t dend. Brighl', uncln"d~d -skies, It cleat 
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.~tm()$phere, a pure "and simple moOe of IiViilg', 'p'os!'Iibly ,al!Ji,lt 

a diet mainly vegetarian, helped to keep c(\ivc tht;! subtte and 

'Vcrsatile Hindu intellect. 'And there was one class that in 

.the n.id.,t of poverty and persecutions contrived through the 

dark centuries to keep bUl'Iling a modest flame of an'cient 

'Aryan knowledge. It was the Pundits. Progress was out of • 
the qucitiol1. But the~ Pundits rendered the only service 

• • 
that was possible, the saving from utter extinction the learn-

• 
,ing of ancient India.- A fragmerP!; of it only remains and 

IUI that we are inclcb~d to nOlle else but the Pundits. TIlLre 

·has been a ~\'elopment of the Hindu mind ever since its 

contact with the learning and thought of the west, The 

:I)()t("lltial energy has become killetic ; and there are reasons 

to believe that a considerable portion of it is yet latent. Tht' 

rapidity and success with which the Hindu mind has been 

assimilating we"tcrn knowledge mu~t be astonishing to 

.Europeans. It is a mistake to suppose that it has a constitu

'tional incapacity fO.r science. If up to the present day litera

,ture has been more largely acquired than science, it is becau~e 

,literature has been morl' largely taught 'the teaching and the 

.acquisition of science are particularly expeno;;ive. The expense$ 

,have stOOG in the way of making scientific' education general; 

and there has been another drawback Scientifi" education 

11as held out no allUling prospect'i in lik Literaryeduc<ltioll 

has been ,-'aluffi, not for its own sake, tollt Jnly as a qualifica-. 

tion by itsc'lf for clcl'ical or etlncational tlppointments, or a$ 

a preliminary qualification for professional studies. For the 

.propag.'\ti{)o of science a\~ wantd "~icl1tifi<; illstitutio,m; d~ty 
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equipped, competent ~ientific teacherl'l, and careers open to 

bllccesfui students of science. No obstacle will be ff):nd 

to arise from the incapacity of the people. Abundant proofs 

of capacity have already been given. Let it not be imagl1lcd. 

howcvcr, that the moral or intellectual progrc<.,,, of the country 

will be deferred till science has made longer 'ltrides. Expcr • 
• 

knce ~hows how much of general c.lture and development 
• 

of mental power 1<; possible without science or wlthout"much 
• of it. The ages of Pericills in ancient" Greece, of Augu ... tu'i 

in the Roman Empire, of Elizabeth ~n modern England, of 

the Rena<;cence on the continent, of Vikrama.I1tya· in our 

own country, are none of them disting-ui-.hed for prog-re<;'l in 

science, but from an intellectual and ,>ocial point of view 

they are epochs of remarkable brilliancy. Bacon who taught 

Methods of "cien~e had himself been nurtured on no <;cience. 

Sir Henry Maine who so 'lucces<;fully applied thc comparative 

method to Juri<;prudence had received a cia,,<;ical and not 

a scientific education. Even since the commencement of 

the scientific era in EUlOpe it is po~"ible to 

generation statesm~n, lawyer'l, hi<;torian!>, 

political economists, philosophers, who 

di~cover in every 

lingui'its, jurists, 

have exhibited 

r--emarkable powers of reasoning. reseal ch, comparison, analy,<;ia. 

ob<;ervatiOllr and the weighing of evidence, though they had 

not received any thing like >&' sa~fltitic education properly 

so <-aBed. ThePe CUll be no doubt a<; to the utility of 

scienti6c education both for its own sake and f.or the 

preparation it giVCll for other studic!> and oc£upation~ 

$f::ien~e; however. ha~ 'lot beefl, so far. the richest ~ift of the 

3 
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We!>t to the Ea<;t, nor i<; it likely to be the most precious gift 

• in th(' future. It is an affair of mere knowledge. Even in the 

intellectu;1\ ,,!,here the west has alreaoy m:Jde more valuable 

gifts .• It has taught liS the value of order and system, of 

c1as,ification and analy-;i-;, of criticism and questioning. We 

have magnificent books on ea~lem philosophy but they 
( 

w()uld be unintelligibl~ in their native form. They are in 
r 

mallY' cases mere collections of aphorisms. They were never 
I 

meant to be any thil,g- more than If1cre aids to oral teaching. 

Lucidit), method, a~d, generally speaking, intelligibility, 

disting\\i-;h all ordinary school-book more than the Sutras 

of the intellectual giant'> of ancient India. It is the west' 

agai1l1hat ha-; t;lll::;ht 11<; tt) lebel against c1c"ipoti<;m, to be slaves 

to 110 mere authority. The most valuable gifts have been in 

social life <lml moml i!\eas. 1 he west hds given us the no

tions of individual right, of public duty, of the responsibilitieg 

of power and wealth, of legal and political equality. \Vhat 

are the petty issues as h, the relative usefulness of literature 

and <;cicllce, compared to the momentous question, \Vho have 

the right to be educated? The Hrahrliins had reserved to 

themselves a monopoly of Teaming. The West has pro

claimed universal emancipation in the groves of the academy. 

The vVt:st carne in contact with the East in mod~rn history 

afLer it had achit.'Ved its own political salvation, and after 

the East had reached depths of dl-gradation, and it has 

gi\'ell us clllightcned laws ami benencent in<;titutions with~ 

out \\'aitin~ to be even a-;ked for them. It is deitined tit 

gi~'c mmc, but whatever may be the instrument .. of mel!C 
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illtelll~ctual devc\opmmt. regeneration of life i..; not pos~ible 

by <tIly cour~e of mere teaching. Free institutions alone cao 

bring out all the energies of character. As Sir En,kine May 

has »aid: J·'leedom IS the be'it of N ation.tl !>choolm,(;;tcrs. 

If in England the Hou~e of Commons had been aboli~hed ill 

tht: d"ys of it» imbecility and corruplloq, alld Trial oy J my 
• 

June away with befOle it had becJtne a !>ucce.'>s, who could 
• ~ 

have S(,(;lI the developmenl of which tho~e in'>titution') wel',~ 
• 

capaulc? III India the We.t is not ollll in contact with the 

Ea:.t but rule!:> the East. Self-Gavel n~ent stands ill danger 

of extinction by law if it is not altogether a ~ucce~s from 

the bq~illning; Trial by Jury may be repealed if it is found 

tu [elil in »OlTIe cases; Liberty of the Pre'>s may be 

luatcllally CUI tailed if it is occa~iollally abused. I t is not 

ill thi" way that development i~ to be attained. Perfect 

iJ1"titutiull~ do not at isc full-formed like Minerva from the 

head of Jove. They did not so arise in E;,gland or any ... 

whclc e1!>e. Progre"s takes its own time. \Vhoever has 

watched the course of events in India for some years past 

cannot very well c~large its people with an impotence of 

progressive advance It would seem indeed that in soma 

directions we arc accompli"hing proglt.!!>s with d vengeance. 

Our politi,al agitators have been d'~manding manhood 
.' 

suffrage for election to the Councils, volunteerin~, employ-

ment ill the arm~, ul~es{:rved competition for al! olf. .. ), 

~xtended high education, plimary education, technical 

educa.tion, female cducati,m. They have learnt to repeat 

tht<. cry: No taxatiou without reprcM:ntatioll. Our social 
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reformers have secured for women the right to get uniwTsfty 

degrees, the right to practise the medical profl'ssion, atsd 

for widows the tight to remarry. They have been d-.iming 

for women the right to vote at elections, and indeed general 

equality with men. That Rationalism which is the reproach 

of the eighteenth c~ntury is the pride of our rcformcr~, • 
and they affect an Indi~lduality in private life which would . ' 
probably have staggered even John Stuart Mill. Several 

f 

of us haw' adopted Itnglish modes> of external living to art 

extent which sometiQ'les surprises Englishmen themselves. 

Who after tl!is can charge us with proceeding with halting 

steps and slow? A::. Englishmen have sown, so shall they' 

reap. Thay have preached social and religious iconoclasm, 

and they are now confronted with the political iconoclast in , 
the person of the agitator, and with the jaunty, priggish 

schoolboy whose 'independence' has to be cured by novel 

methods ()f moral training and discipline. 

It is some times petulantly asked, what has the East 

given to the world? Well, if the East has given little, it 

does not follow that the Eas~ had little' to give. It had a 

long, prosperous, glorious ~xistence before it came into 

contact with the West, and it could not have lived on, 

nothing, could not have carried on a magnificent tJillde without, 

capital. I thad "its Government, its courts, its laws. its. 

municipal institutions, its elegant \tts, < its industries, itS' 

literature and science, its material constructions, its sociai 

and domestic Ufe. Much of these ancient possessi()ns_ 

had a violent and abrupt termination; some portion \ _ 
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vanished from the dominant contact of the Welilt 4 and all' 

that remains, has; by rea!>oJ;! of that very conta<:t, \O!>t the 

vitRiity that conduces to progreso;. The Eao;t has neverthe~ 

les~ a great deal to give that is fresh and anginal, which, 

however, the West is not probably quite fitted to lecen,e or 

does not much care to recel\te. \ England with her proverbial .' insular pride is unwIlling to learn fr8m other countnes ""hat 
• 

is not absolutely essential, and she cannot imagine th:t she 
• ha., any thing to learn foom her eastern dependency. It is 

no wonder that the Engli&hman w~o ordinarily cares so 

little to learn to speak or wnte French or Ge.Jmall~ hardly 

'ever thinks of acquiring any of the languagas of India, 

cla.!>'iical or modern, though he may spend the best pOI tion 

of his life and make hIS fortune here If he avalb himself 
» 

of the grace .. and the resources of French or Italian cookery 

only on grand and formal occasions, we need not be !>urprised 

that he never deigns to inquire into the capacities of the 

culinary ;ut as practised by the Hindu or the MahomedclO. 

There are reasons to believe that the poor of England, to 

whom meat is a ra~~ luxury, would be immensely benefited 

by researches into the dietar~ of the people of India, and 

English children would be blest with a very much larger 

aeld, than #,hat is now open to them, to choose their ,Sweets 

from, if the operations of the Indian f' confectioner were 

studied by thei'- eldlrs. Unfortunately no such resea,1'ch 
;f 

or study has been made. not even any authority on dietetu;,s 

~ car~ to invest.gate: into the relative sustaining propm\e$ 

~.dlll.anQ~*apati(on whidrtbe fighting taeesof'Jndia U'IIe')' 



22 1 

~n the one hand, and.of leavened bread helped to go down. 

with little bits vf clH.!e~e, on the other. . Igno;ance of the 

Jndi,HI languages and contcU1llt for the Indian people h.lVe, 

kept Englj"hmen blind to the realities of Indian life and 

character. The Engli!>hman in India has little or no 

experience of Indian charalAer save fruin hi" official or '. cOlllmercial relations \"Ith the people. Nor has he allY 
• better- applcciatiun uf the lit<':latUle of the people, of the 

sentiments it ~mbud~:'i, or of the. life it reflects. And if 

English curiosity is so littl~ roused about the life of the . , 

p~ople it! is alisolutely dormant about their arts and sciences 

now many Englishmen have cared to know allY thing about 

lndian systems qf mcdicine, for instance? Tne wonder is, 

Englishmen never, ask them!>clvcs, Huw had the!>e peojJl~ 

treated their sick before they came 111 ~ontact with the. 

West? Nor do they think it to be at all within the ran~~~ 

of possibility that eVGl1 now practitioners of the Ilativ~ 

~ystems should cure cases given tip or mismanagld by, 

practitioners of the orthodox western school. India has' 

some thing to give of Medical Science oro Art, but the West;. 

is in no mood to receive it. India, again, has her own 

developments of the art of Music which, (ew of the West 

know or care to know. There is something sped"l in some 

of the ,Indian types' ~f Architecture which has only recently, 

~ttractep the attention of a small and .. seleH class. I n th~ 

sk~1l and variety of halldicraft,-pur~ handicraft Uflrtidcd by,. 
machinery,-India yic19S to po CO\.l,ntry ~n the worV:J. She. 

has.l~t::{ qFq sp~cial tastes ~nq jqeal$ in ~h~ F<:gioo., which, 



sometimes stimu)ate the European fancy' but have hardly 
co 

yet secured the attention or admiration thcy deserve. As 

regard'i pure intellectual operations India stands Un approach .. 

ably first in Metaphysics. employing that word in a sense 

large cnough to incltlde rheology. There is scarcely a sing-Ie 
l 

metaphysical thought of any c~~eC1Ue!\Ce in which the East , . 
ha<.; not anticipated the West, ancf there is a geat deal in . '. 
which the We!>t is still hopeles'ily groping aVhe foot of the 

eminences whose summi~ were reac~ed long ago in the 

East. It is the Ea'it that has given to .. the world the great-

e<;t of rt-'Iigiou-; teachers. • I n at lea5t onc easfern country, 

"India, as we Icarn from our epic", were e~tabli~hed, centuries 

ago, without popular commotion or struggle, those idea" of 

the King's duty to his ~uhje-cts, whic.h vallished with Hindu 
• 

~l1prCmdCr, which ar::: only a rc-ccnt revelation in the West 

and it! c the pride of the mo<;t advanced state" of the world. 

There i<; one feature of Indian life which has come cown 

unchangp(l throu~h the centuries and has survived all 

shock., to idt'a~ and in'ititutions; it is the intensity of the 

private affection".· "The Hindu wiII prefer a quiet homelife 

with a modest competence to the most alluring prospects 

in distant lands. Others may call this a weakness, a wan-t 

of energy,nd adventure. The Hindu claims it as a unique 

distinction. He lives not fot personal happiness alone and 

cannot bear to te s~ered from his near ones. He will 
jl 

.maintain pOOl' relatione; to tlle best of his power, and his 

country J1aro; got on very well without a Poor Law. He breaks 

00 Wif~WS wncn he is out of employ and can die of starva-



tion tvithotlt violence or complaint, Infe&tious .d.lf~ d 
~ * . 
.dear ones would not scare him away. And almost every 

Hindu home has its devoutly ministering angels, its tI'9pf .. 

claimt!d sisters of mercy, whose deeds and virtues no Hi,Qd~ 

record., because they are.,o common, but who full, equal 

and sometimes eclips.e the ~roines held up to adrbiratio.n 
• 

QY tongue and pen in' westerp. lands. The Hindu is tied 
• • 

to his home and relations by no silken thread., but by heart-
• 

string" that refuse to'be lengthe.\lf>c. His social and domestic 

charitiec;, howevC1', ar<i..l1ot things that he can "give" to the 

wOlld. • Th~ have their origin in the very fountain of his 

bting, in his ancestry, his traditions, the soil and the at! 

mo'>phere of his country. The people of the West can 

-teach us their science but cannot communicate to us the 
• energy they draw from their surroundings, and we of the East, 

while we v~lue so much the plea!>ures of a home united by a 

.~linging love and not sundered by ambition, cannot make a 

present to an adventurou!> wadA of our quiet domesticity. 

The results of the contact between the East and the We~t 

_ will arise in no mecha.nical way. A gr~' deal will depend 

,upon the media of contact, the kind and the character of 

tl,e Europeans and Indians wh.o come in contact. "To .J;>Je$ 

.,the Hindu mind with westc.,n lore" was the n~ble id,al of 

Dallid Hare. But it is not every European teacher who i/; 

, ~t to confer the blel>Sipg and it is ~t efety, Hindu aial 

.\hat is: fit to-receiv.e the full ~cas¥re of the blessing. ~ . . 
P,est of teachers should come. in COtltact with ~ ~. 

A?Jfllils if the fQll benefit i., t~ arise. Already ~~ ~t (>f:,.-
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b:,unttytn. ha~ so advanced as to set an example to the 

West. Europe with aU bel' scientifi<: cdueation has not yet 

fully developed the scientific: spirit. The system of tbeta .. 

peutics known as Homreopathy has not receitred in evt!ry 

Eurolfan country the degree,f attention and appreciation 

it has received in India. The \lfl8sitive philosophy of 

Al1gu!>te Comte js probably not ~tt~r known in Euro~ than 

it b in India. Openness of mind oU/ht t~ be one of the 

first re!>ults of a !>cit!ttIfit! 01' liberal cultute, and the most 

liberal of English thmkers have dete«ed ~)a<;k of openness 
• 

even in educated Englishmen of to-day. Eur~pe in genet.', 

England in part.lcular, has failed by reason of want or 

openne:,!> to derive the full benefits of contact with the east. 

A few chosen spw-its however have taken deep draughts from 

the pure!>t wells of Eastern thought, and we have, in con~~ 

quence, the movement and creed known as Tbeososphy; the 

Society for Ps}chic Research; the recognition of PSyciHC 

Force; the London Spiritual AllIance, the Astrologkl .. l 

Society; and a v~t number of journals dealing with eastorn 
philosophy and sci~ce and what is called occult lore. The 

East if the land not of mere asceticism as is ()ommcHtlt 

.$upposed, but of every form and varlet)· of spiritual thought; 

ilThbitght' js not probably the correct wotd. 'This land. 

\be sun is preeminetttly ~l\~ land of Vision, RevehitiGa. 

~~. It is t~ Jand of seers and 1i&inb. It. Ute hINt 

.~'beIe ~tigion bas Been 'bj'ilt intti life. E •• pe'alfoqlcf'.:t16 
~te(l byils cOiltact 11ritb the 'Pirit\'rat~East. TIe ,: ... 

~iU ~. sriIaH meaa~ ilJrCWY. tom~'·"'. 
4 
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~ p~ly' ~ dr{).p ,{rom the ocean \\ hich rfJlls if' tbtl'!\im 

.pist!1~ce, : 1'l~ ~re-cne materiality of the West witb' itS 

ab,QrbiN~. it'l4ulItriai. life j~, indeed, from one p0int of \1je\.~ 
4 • 

.its- ~Ll1ISe. Its open-eyeqness to the grosser conOCws of fife 

,cannot but tend to deaden the vision and ~he facultTivint 

within. The philosot»ly Qf t~e west has come to be the 

~:>t\ilos!,phy of ~tflity .. whfchJlt has been trul~ .. ema.'t"ked, is the 

.mo~t fait11ful cil>ression of the industrial spirit. Mr. Leck}" 
• rightlv oh:sel ~'CS, "With a f.ir high\l' Ide! of average excell~ 

,"E:nce thfln jn f'Ormer twnes. our age exhibIts a marked decline . . 
:'ill the spidt"of sclf-~crifice, in the appreciation of the more 

"poetical or religious aspect of Ollr nature" Then again 

"The dl;!cay of the old ~pirit of loyalty, the dc.,truction ot 

/'a6cetid"m, and the I'el'tricti(,ln of the ~phetfj of chadty, which 

"has nccMsaril" resulted fTom the Increased daboration df 

'Itna.tf'l'ial civili<;ation, reprel:lents successwe encroachment!; 

"'on ~h¢ fidd of self-sacrIfice which have bf'en very imperfectly 

"Gompenloated, and have given 0'11 age a melcenary, l;Ctlal,i\nij 

"unheroic (;;haraClel, that is deeply to be d~loted." ... ~ 
Olle \vouid have expected that as the lesult of the COI1r 

.ad of the East and the West, each would supply thle 

.delicien:cies .ot the other, aQd tlat Europeans who bafl 

1mbibe.d the spirit of Eastem ch'ili~tion, and Indians woo bu 
,thoroughly a~itnilateQ the distinctive products of the W~St 

!Would altl(e be pecfec:t types ni hum~itr, ·possessing. ev:ery: 

thing'that was good in the two differing t) pe'! of civilisation 

~as not been sa, and; probably it could not be . .sot if ~ 

~~ '7\1'1 raaterial analog)' between the lawllI of 'JiOOiat· growtJ 



thf(lg, ilhd it i$ dtfficult to ~ay \\ hether in the l<l\lg run e1thef 

of them has been a gainer. The old ideal Qf Ilfe l>ecm'" tQ 

have fated from the view as well" of the Englw.bman it'> I{( 

the IIl~lan. In religious -:aft~esS ... nd lIll>hellgU, l\lld . .~ . \ 
dlgrtlty of ,ia1a:;v there has be~ 1 decline. The ~ge <>f 
heroes I~ gone,-once. !\nd for eVer. "That of SOphll>telii, • • CCOIlO!nI:,t!> and calcu_ol~ 1M\> '>ucccctkd" The br.lvc men 
of old may have died III defence of 'S~'''IICh did np~ 
de..,crve thell ..,,,crjfi~; but If they tiled (. de~e ·of their . , 
hOl1c!>t convictions they dese~ ve to be h noured for <\1\ tim~ 

An honel>t man, proud in hI:' po vel ty, pur">Ul1lg in his lon~:t" 

huel>l> hi!> unappte(lated work with a single-minded devotion 

to truth, clef) II1g censure and persecutIOn. is ~ spectllcle of 

glOlY than WhlCh nothIng &oulei' could be vouchsafed t9 

hum,m eyes to see. We bave probably see1'l the las~ oj 

such spectacles. at any la~ In this, cou.ntry. To l>eek 

110thll1g but wea~. to do worl>hip to power, tc> pMcti~ 

dh.simuJation \Vhen~r expedient, is to act 4U a manner 

repugnfnt to the spirit of the Htndoo liC"e of 01d" u,ltho\lgq. 

~re . .Jllay be .the JllOst ri,ro adh.erence to the rules qf (}~p ., 

fliodoo religion in tIle tslau:sactions"...of dom~stic al1Q ~~ 

nfe. Plain Hvitlg alld bigh Itilillking, an .ambit,i., w >~ 
Iv>nestly and Qpe~y, a-eolltempt (or m$11 .and ~'eln~h:pl)~~ 
-these hav.e bee.. ~ dla"ac;teri,tice of...th~ ~t~l. 

, >It<' ,{\.")o,.l. 

~LIUftdoo life, .as indeed nf'al1Cnmt a..k. ij(.~, •• . "~ 

__ • ~_ TD.vj~httyt~.J~._~_. 



hn~pat,~'~ tM~ea""_" 
has brought us dow,o to a loW" politi~.l lee 
tlu:re a*e symptoMs or modem European ftultelnBlIUti 

into out' society. depriving us of some of our ~ 
4 • 

and yet n<rt imparting to us th.e dJ:tinctive t;races or ~ 

of European I~. v.~an ideas of .co-operau'ttf abd I. _ • 

nr.ga,!isation, of the igjity of laoour--:r t., yaiue .. 

individuality, 91 self-government and fts necessity cOllditioA~ . ' 

honesty and obedience,-aU these '\av~tet t'o produce t1t&W 

full f~uit. (n 1fl~e~ime, people have iearnt from England 

that m~ney" the'l\rlat thing for which- 'life is \VOl th living, 

that luxury is a d~!>lrclble ideal, and that a coJ.d, reserved 

disposition is tht" most amiable feature m a man. If sodai 

laws will not produce, let us endeavour b? voluntary effott 

to protiuce s'bmetbillg between extreme spirituality and 

extreme materiaJity, for it seems that we have lost something 

"ery valuable of the one and have made no corresponding 

gain in the other. The East ,and the West will altke be 

g ,:'lers by the discO\.ery of the golden Plean; and jf some. 
• I 

, t 

bomogeneuus product could be evolved from all that is best 

in eastern ideas and western, India would be foun~ to be 

tile chosen home of a perfect civili6ation in modern times.: 

£ngIa.nd has undoubtedly communicated to lftdia the spirit 
I 

of progress. So effectually has sbe done so that she finds it 

<tHfficult to satisfy th~ aspirations s)ie nas herself ro~ 
But if ProglCl>s means devel<lpment of Order, and it .. 

~"cult to think of anf definition more si\tisfactDry,dtjl 
t' 

oimpos::.ibJe not to feeJ th .. ~ t~ prQsl1llt~ of fpreigtl, ~ 


