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as Governments whose example.shonld be followed by the British.
The late Mr. John Stosrt Mill had very advanced wiews on the
subject ; he monght it almost a self-evident axiom that the state
ahonld require and compel the edueation, up to & certain standard,
of every human being who is born its citizen. These and other
views ou the subject of state education have, of course, risen
witlin the latter half of the present century; they were gqmibe
anknown to those who lived before. J'he East India Company
therefore eannot be blamed for vobt introducing a system of
public instruction, but we must give the compuny credit for
cncouraging wndividnal phllanthmpw effosts to promote educa-
tion. As far back as the year 1781 Warren Hastings anticipa-
ted his age by fouuding a College ut Calcutta for Mohammedan
teaching and by extending similar patronage to Hindu Pundits.
When Lord Amherst was Governor-General, & Sauskrit College
was founded in Calontta. The Medical College in the sams
town came into existence 1n 1835 when Lord William Bentinek
was Governor-General, and the Aga College was founded in
1823 Among the pioneers of education David Huare, of conrse,
should not be forgotten. His name 15 » honsehold word amoug
the natives of Bengul, but it is not so woll-known as it onght
to be in our Presidency. lndm certainly owes much to his
philanthropic devotion to the cause of edmeation. The work
done hy the Christian Missionaries ought not also to be over-
looked, They weve t'ie first to torn their attention to primary
education especially to the lowoer classes  They studied the
veruaculars in ordeg to preach to the people and taught Knglish
a3 the chaunel of Western knowledge. You most have heard of
those Jesnit Missionaries who two centuries ago in this very
distriet of Tanjore had so mastered Tamil as to leave works in
that language, which are spill considered as classical hy vabive
Pandiis. Even to this very day they are unceasing in their
offorts to promote education among the lowser clagses shongh
their offorts havadeen gomparatively overshadowed by Goyern.
mentactivity. The best work on the Dreavidian langaagesds by
Missionary Bishop and one of the greatest oriental scholars
Burope has prodpoed was & Scotch Missionary.

» Ut is troe that the ‘system of secular edocation has had. to
saffer some vecy rade shocks, bub in apita of tho obatacles in-tbe
way ithas had-s sigoal succesa. 1t is often said thet the people
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of Indin have taken to Boglish sducation out of mave eompni.
sion, thay they have no innete liking for it, and that simply as &
means 1o earn & livelihood they have become edacated, B¢ fur
as I can see this statement is not wholly correet, it-is partially
trus, I there has besn one thing characteristic of the Hindu
it ie his thirst for knowledge. The restless sotivity of mind, the
quick perception end the indefatigable inquiry emter into the
very idea of the Indian gharacter.

Tt was in 1854 that the preseut syster of state education was
introduced and that famous despatch of Sir Charles Wood,
afberwards Lord Haliax, will ever be regarded us the magna
charta of national education in India. It was at first thonght
that the work should be based apon the old lines of native eduea-
tion bat thauks to that friend of India, Lord Macaulay, who, by
his powerful Minute, put & stop to introducing a system of edu-
cation based npon false uoience, false history, and false phile-
sophy. y
Only 80 years have elapsed since the famons despaich of
Lord Halifax took effect ; but withm that short space of time
English ednoation has been making very rapid strides indeed.
In that short time the system of secalar education has had fo
puffer some rude shocks which, thanks to the firm hand of
sympatbetic statesmen, have proved iunocuous. Prejudice on
the part of some influeatial natives against everythmmg West-
orn for a long time evaded the efforts of Government to
impart education. The inertia of ages refused for a time to be
roused by the new healthy stimulus. Thenntagonism of many
Haropean gentlemen who feared that state educatien wogld
only tend to subvert the empire seemed to receivefor a time a
signal iflustration in the great Indian Mutiny. Bat the shooks
went by, and the great men at the head of Goverament stocd
firms in advooating ® system of secular edncation for the natives,
1t was only in the midst of the tumnult of the Mutiny dhethree
Indinn Universities of Calouita, Madpae, md Bombay iwere
calmiy fonunded. A network of schools has now been pxiended
over the eountry gradoated from the indigenons village insbibe.
tions up to the highest Colleges, It only needs locking séa
fow statistics $o find out the rapid pfogress which  English
educstion has made in Todia. When the edneational aysteus was
fivet orghnised in India there were only 51,000 welwools. aud
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Colloges with-.aboph 835,000 pupils. Is 1870.71 the nwsyher-
of schoola rose o 85,000 aund that of pupils te 1,700,000,
In 1881-82 the number of iustitutions was as large aa 116,000
and the number of scholags 2,760,000. Thas it will be seen that
within the last thirty years the number of schools has, roughly
speaking, more than doubled itself and the namber of scholara
reading in them .more than tripled itself, and all this, it must
be remembered, without any compulsiog being brought to bear
on the people.

The Hindoe ave generally said to be very conservative’bat
1 think that at least in oue respect they omght to be pronounced
very go-ahead and that in the rapid progress they have made
a8 regards HEnglish edacation. 1he three Indiau Universities
which were incorporated on the model of the Loundon University
have also been doing nseful work in the country, aund & fourth
University has lately been founded at Lahore for the Punjab,
for the purpose of encoaraging oriental stadies. These Universi-
ties coutrol the whole course of higher edacation by means of
their examinations and turn out year after year a number of
educated young men ; and soms of you here present, will soon
be recoguized as ‘ edncated’ men, and will have to begin your
battle of life. The questiou has over and over been asked:
~What are the effects of the Western system of sducation P
‘What good bas it done to the hnndieds of yonng men who
are trmined in the schools and Colleges that are scattered all
over the land? Has 1t made them better citizeng, better
members of seciety, better men? Well, gentlemen, ifis per-
fectly ndelesn taking a gloomy view of matters, That English
edacation has done much for the conntry and the people nobody
will dave dewy; that it could have done more—well |—that is 3
quesiion we shall presently consider. Allow mg, however, to
quete from the gpeech of ope of the foremost of Indin's edneated
#ons bearing on the effects of English educatiou ;— Nnmbers of
fairly educatad pagives gre met with, employed in variogs par-
suife, meefully . sud honmourably. We sev excellent specimens of
them a8 Gorernment gervants, sa Court Pleaders, as Doctors, as
Engiveees, ns Morchants, and ss (General Members of Society,
wachy s wnid do seaflit 60 any nation, The progress of edmim
liow s deoidedly affected. the moral toue of the commupity.
By aoetpd sxinbelligant native pablic opivion. 1t has brought
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info existence a number of reformers, who are striviag to improve
the existing state of things in vavious respects. From what hus
becnt thus far proved it may be legitimately dnferred that the
native intellect i« eapablo of indefinite dbyelopment ‘nuder
favourable circamstauces.  We need not be oppressed with any
suspicion that nature has constituted us a rave apparently inferioy
to any on the faco of the earth. Oaur intellectnal capabilibies
being such, all will deppnd on the way they are developed.”
There is not the slightest doubt that educated natives are
deeply stirred by Westeru education and that an active process
of mental fermentatifn is setting in; nay, more than this, West-
ern education has already borue frnit. Those who look at the
intellectual and moral charncteristics of educated young men
cannotb help coming to the conelusion that they are in every way
botter for their new training. It is allowed on all sides that
these young meun have quick pereeption, an indefatigable spirit
of inquiry, that they possess vefined faculties, retentiveness of
memory, power of intense application, aptitude for receiving and
expressing ideas. More than this, educated young men follow
an improved standard of rectitude and integrity. FEmglish edo-
catioun, it is sometimes said, makes the youug men disconteuted
aud disloyal. If discontentmont is made syuonymous with aspir-
ing for selt-improvement, and striving for greater independence,
then surely the edacated classes in India arc indeed a discon-
tented lot and such a discontentment is worth the having of
every human being; as for disloyulty theio are no grounds for
the staterment. A high Knglish official, wkose position and in-
fluence entitles him to speak with authority on this subject
wrote the other day :—
< % 0Of late, certain symptoms of disloyalty, manifested by some
limited sections of certain educated classes, have caused reflection
to be made against the effects of education npon native loyalty,
But that disloyalty was traceable to social and traditional
circumstances qoite apart from edncglionsd causes, and was
checked, not fostered, by education. There dombtless will be
found disloyal individuals among the educated classes, as there
are among all clagses in a country subject to foreign rale.
Novertheless, & well founded assertion muy be entertained that
those Nutivea who bave learned to think through the medium of
the lauguage, and are imbned with the literature and the
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philosophy of England, will‘bsa.? towards the Euglish nation
that heartfelt allegiance which men may feel without at all
relinquishing their own nationality. The Natives certninly are
anxious to be considered loyal. Nothing wounds and irritates
them more than im putations of disloyalty ; and nothing gratifies
them more than a frank and cordial ackuowledgment of their
lo!alt«y."

Lot us admit then that Western education is yielding froit in
rectitnde of condnet, zeal in performance of duty, and staomch
loyalty. But is there not something to be said on the other side
too ? Must it not be admyfted that thos® who have received
Western edacation have still some conspicuons faalts, such as
immaturity of thonght, fondness for rhetorical cxaggeration,
snbstitntion of borrowed ideas for original refloction, inacenrnoy
of ohservation, and subjection of reasoning to imagination, selfish
exclusiveness, want of sympathy with the masses, and a false
spirit of criticiem. That these are defectsin the educated young
men have been over and over pointed ont; aund it rosts with
you to remedy them. That the system of higher education you
have baen receiving is answerable for nt least some of these
defects in the eduncated yonng men nobody will deny; that
it has often been superficial where it onght to be fundamental,
and airy where it onght fo be substantial. Buat then the
system is not to be wholly blamed for it. It is in your
power to remedy these defects You ought never to think that
yonr education is over as soon as yoar College or University
course is finished. *If you were to imngine that because
you have learnt so muoch at College you have little or nothing
more to learn in life you will be making a sad wmistake,
Your whole life should be a student’s hfe, and think that the
highest praise you can gel is to be called * students.” 1 greatly
feel that a false notion of edacation is prevalent in our country.
1n one sense everything which a man paases throngh in this life
is & part of his eduhtion®or this world or the next. Education
is wot mere giving af tuformation or taking in fustruction, it is the
traitting of self, the developing of ome's own faculties and the
bringing out one’s own character and worth.

Lot me venture « fow praction]l hints, Whatever you learn
lsarn it thoroughly and try to acquire habits of extteme mental
acotraoy. Wo always hear of the oriental tendency to exag,
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geration ; all this is due to the wand of mocuraty in thoughi,
1 fear your baving to devote your abéention t0 0 many
subjects during your collegiate conrse has fosbered the habit of
skimming over subjects ; bat the recent changes in the Usiversity
onrriculam will enable yon to apecialize more and devote greater
ajtention to one subject. I heard a very successful professor ence
say to his pupils, *“ If yon wish to be great you shonld have s
hobby,—go mad over a Caobject’” that is the expression which he
used. Well, I would bardly advise you to go mad ovér a sub-
jeet, but if you take a liking to a subject work at it éven affer
your College days areeover, and when you are hard at work in
your professional duties never fail to give an hour or two
each day to yonr favourite stndy. The natives are socused of
wanting in originality, Various reasons have been given for
this defect in the native character; but I think it is too
soon to expect any originality from them now. They have not
a8 yet become reconciled to the circumstances in which they are
placed. I believe in the doctrine of heredity to some extent,
and not till after three or four generations when the people
find it a8 easy to think in Finglish as in their native languages
that we could expect any originnlity in them. In the meantime
the system of edacation imparted ghould become more and more
thorough and accurate  Want of thoroughness and accuracy ave
the two greatest defects of the Indian system of eduoation.
Then again never take a thing at second-hand if yom can
go to the original soorce of it. Be careful to verify refer-
enoes. Cultivate the habit of going intodetails. I was very
glad to find that the Hon'’ble 8. Subramania Iyer in his speech
which he delivered the other day at Kumbaconnm allnded to
this very defect. Hesaid: *It is the opinion not only of my-
self but also some of my friends that educated Hindus do mot
give proper atteution to details. This defect is dns to the
educational system they go through, They spend 10 or12 yeara
of their yoath in stodying only books ard thdy know very little
of what pusses around them in the world.” Gentlemen, if you
were to ask me what has made the Hnglish so great s nation
I wonld withont hesitation reply—it is their businesalike
oapacities, the spirit of system, order and calculwbion, the atten-
tien to detsils and the suberdination to deidils. I¢ ia shis
quality that is 50’ sadly wenting in'us. Cultivite sanly hahits
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of thinking and resding, You studeunts of the Kumbaconum
College are very Tortunate in baving such & nseful Iibrary
and reading room: attuched to it. Make more nae of the papurs
and magazines than you have hithe: fo done and to those wha thiuk
that it is simply waste of time to read an article in the Nineteenth
Century when they can profitably spend that time in cramming
a few dates of English History, 1ot me say, that they do
not deserve the name of students in the right sense of the term.
Nothing more belps the education of a %ation than the spread of
healthy, light literature, the influcnce of which can be seeun in
all directions, affecting as it does for 'iucs.lcnlabla good the
morals, the cultare and thw social hapriness of the world. 1t
has a most powerful effect in benefitting all classes ; the scholar
in his stndy, the busy clerk at his office can derive recreation
from skimming over a page or two of light literature ; not only
are the young allured by if, but the old are introduced irdo
realme which they may have come to look upon as beyond
reach. Light literature has proved itself something more than
a pleasant means for the passing of spare time. All the nobler
attributes of our nature are stimalated and nourished by if as
they could be by no other means. But even regarding it from
the lower level of an amusement only, it plays an important
function in our lives. If weary souls forget iu its perunsal their
tireduess, and care is for a time lalled, light literntore has
surely earned a glorions reward.

A word in reference to the choice of a profession. Don’t
depend upon the Ggvernment to supply you with work. The
Government is not able to provide carcers for all the natives
who become educated. Don't resort too exclusively to over-
stocked professions such as the law and the public service. 1
will more especially recommend to you the professions of Medi-
cine and Civil Engineering., I know that a training for theso
profesgions costs a good deal and it takes & long time before you
can get into the profession bat those of you that can afford to
pay for soch professidhal training cannot do better than join
either the Medical or the Civil Bogineering College. There 13
tao much hankering after the legnl profession. Graduates are
often seen applying for lowly paid sppointments, wandering
from office to office ar straggling for the practice of a petty
g:mh&mqer. It urs far better if such men conld make

g2
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careers far themselves not only in teade, business, or privete
employ, but also in other prefessions which spring from the
applied sciences.

Technical pducation has been sadly neglected in this country,
bat on the principle of better late than never, the Government
are just now turning their attention to this important branch

,of education. But more important than the introduction of
technical edacation tham is oue other thing and that is we
should try to put asidS the false notions of gentility which
Wedtern education has been putting into our heads. I have had
the opportunity of sppaking to some of you on this subject on &
previous occasion, I notice this mére especially because con-
trasting BEoglend with India I find that in the former country
manual and mechanical labonr constitutes its pride and glory,
whereas in India manusl labour is held in utter contempt. Let
nie briug u trivial instance before you. Ounly a few days sgo
I heard the case of & young man who went to a bazaar to buy
some sweebmeats, but who being ashamed of earrying a small
packet of sweets hired a cooly to do sach & menial task. Well,
what is the use of introducing technical education when people
do pot appreciate the dignity of labour.

Scientific education which has lately been introduced in our
schools and colleges has already paved the way for technical
instruction and one of the defects in the English system of
education in India has certainly been removed by the introduc-
tion of science; for you will remember, gentlemen, that a fow
years ago there was no sach thing as science tanght in oar col-
leges. Inrespect to the disciplive of the mind, scientific pursnits
afford an excellent general education, as training the faculties
to habits of order, ubservation, method and clsssification. It
was Faraday who once said that ‘‘ the study of natural science
is a glorious school for the mind."

A word in reference to the political effects of Western education.
There is not the slightest doubt that English edncation has
stirred in the natives aspirations for self-Government and for
political representation. And the English Government, if wise,
will certainly satisfy reasonable demands made in a reascnable
manner. Already several of the administrative arrangementa of
Indis ere tending to the good of self Government. Severai
natives are appoinied members of the legislative council of the
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Viceroy and of the local legislatures of Ma.dﬁa.Bomhymd
Bengal. They are honorary magistrates, they serve as jurymen,

as assesgors, a8 members of arbitration tribunals ; they share in
the admivistration of public funds and in the management of
public institations ; they also furnish the great majority of the
commissioners in the municipalities which are scattered over the
length and breadth of the empire. And if we prove ourselves
deserving of greater trust we shallcertginly have a greater share
in the administration of the country.

Baut of greater importance than political independence is Social
independence, und you, gentlemen, who are imbaed with liberal
notions, yon who are regaraad as the enlightened and caltared of
the land, you ought to try your best to bring about a better
state of things than that which already exists in the land.
Btrive yoar best, with the influence you will have as educated
gentlemen, to dispel all ignorance, superstition and error. Be
bold in your actions and strong in your convictions with respect
to matters that concern yonr social welfare. Let it be said that
English education has given you moral courage, made you more
manly and imbned you with liberal ideas and thoaghts. Daring
your college days be more social and do not lead isolated lives,
1t is only by forming associations and claobs among yourselves
that you will be able to break the spirit of exclusiveness which
caste has been so careful to foster in India. You will find it
very difficalt to nnite for & common action after you cease to be
stndents, when you don’t do so now. I know that you bave
two or three clubs in connection with this college. May they
live long to bring greater union and sympathy among the stu-
dents of the Kumbaconum College! The time hes at last come
for awakening the nation from its general lethargy, for educating
them and making them see the manifold evils to which they
have hitherto been subject, and for stimulating them to begin
once more the work of progress which has hitherto been arrested
through long ages. Agd this is the great and momentous work
thet is reserved for yon, the educated sons of India. Do not de-
pesd on foreign aid ; those foreigners who are in the midst of you,
though they may encourage yon by their sympathy, are not able
to take n just and proportionste view of things owing to the excla-
siveness and congervatism of the Hindu mation. They know nothing
of the inner life of the Hindus. The only persons then who are



iz

able to introdace the neoessary reforms snd eradicate the
ancient bulwarks of evil and superstition are those who have
themselves emerged from such darkness to light, Thos as 1t 15
only edncated Hindns that carefally realize the extent of the

,ovils and the gréatuess of their iufluence, 50 it ia only they that
cun ree what the remedy should be and how it is to be applied,
One word more and I end. There are two lives before yon—one 1s
a life of usefulness and snother a life of monotony and dnllness
and one way or another yomr choice mnst be made. On the
dark and dangerous side are set the pride which delights 1
self-contemplation, the indolence which rests in anquestioned
forms, the sclfishuess which prevents your benefitting others,
4 life of monotony and misgmding. Aud on the other side is
open to your choice the ‘ life of the crowned apirit, moving as
& light in creation, discovering always, illuminating always,
grining every hour in your strength, yet bowed down every hour
into deeper homility ; sure of being right in its aim, snre of
being irresistible in progress; happy in what it has securely
done, happier 1n what, day by day, 1t may as securely hope—
happiest at the close of hfe, when the right hand begine to
forget its canning, to remember that there was never a touch of
the chisel or the pencil it wielded but has added to the kuow-
ledge and quickened the happiness of mankind.”



Vill.~RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN INDIA.

BRAHMOISM AND THEOSOPHY.»

“Iris well said, in every sense, that & man’s religion is the
chief fact with regard to him. Of apman or of a nation we
inquire, first of all, what religion they had ? Answering this
question is giving us the soal of the history of the mau or of
the nation. The though{ they had wehe the parents of the
actions they did ; their feelings were parents of their thoughts :
it was the unseen and apirvitual in them that determined the out.
ward and the actual ; their religion, as I say, was the yreat fact
sbont them.” Nothing can be trner than this statement of
Carlyle. Know a man’s religion you know everything about him ;
for it is religion that euters so largely iuto the every day life of
man. ltis religion that inspires his thoughts and directs his
actions, and it is religion also that stamps individuals as well as
nations, with that particular mark by which we distingnish
them. Corld anything indeed be move importaut than the sab-
ject of religion P And we, natives of Indin, in these days move
especially, onght to tnrn onr attention to the subject of religion,
in these days when so much of foreign influence is brought to
bear on us ; when new thoughts are stirring within us ; when new
aspirations are awakeved in ns It has often been agked-
whether the sons of#India who bave received the benefits of an
Bunglish education, who are supposed to bs the enlightened
leaders of the land—whether these are, in any way, earnest ahont
religion. We can certainly give an affirmative answer to this
question. When we find so many edocated men taking s real
interest in that remarkable movement known as the Theosophical
movement ; when we find Bo much earnestness displayed ‘in the
disgusaion of relifionseguestion, we are cartainly justified in

# This leotyre was delivered on behalf of the Qotacswund Literdr
Buogiety just & year before the revelations abodt Msdame Blavmbf;
Papphioal powers sppeured i the Madeas Christion College Magoavie,
B:’ntwﬂg the hics! movement har been going downy but it ia to
be sd that the “Theosophical Bociety, with lesser pretensions 16
revesl payobipal teaths, will continneto do some good to the countiy frem &
soglal pint.of view.
h—1
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saying that the Hindus are giving their earnest attention to the
subject of religion, and that they are not in any degree less
religious now than they were a thonsand or two thousand years
ago. But I must notforget at tho same time that it is commouly
belioved that an educated Hindan iz more a non-believer than
a follower of any particalar religion, that theve is much
soepticiama (some even choose to call it infidelity) among the
students turned out of otk colleges in India. I really think that
therefare gronnds for these statements. 1t is trae that very many
bave lost their faith i in: the religion of their forefuthers ; but very
few have substituted “in its stead any other definite form of
rehigion. It is only the other day that a woll-known American
writer, who travelled lately through India, said: “The best
Hindus, with whom 1 came in contaot, men cultivated, profound,
clear seeing, are free-thinkers Lo a man. They have no hope of
anything coming ont of the popular religions.” T think this
state of things can easily be accounted for. Western learning
and western modes of thought have been the means of opening
the eyes of the Hindus a little {0 wide, and their revulsion
from the snperstition and ignorance which bad clung round the
anciens religion of India has been so marked that they fear to
subsoribe themselves to any other system of belief. We rmust
also remember that the Hindns areina transitional stage of
civilization ; they are just emerging from eastern conservatism
to western freedom and this stage—if I may venture to use
an expression of my own coining—can be called an intoxioating
stage. After all we Hindus are human bdings and we too are
liable to err. ‘* A little knowledgo is a dangerous thing.” We
heve only lately been initiated into the mysteries of Western
soisnce and philosophy, and as is natural to all, we make & little
too muoh of the little we possess. Our eyes are opened and alas !
the ghire is too muoch for us, seeing that we have just emerged
from darkness; but time will reconcile ns even to this flerce
light and we shall be sober soon, ands then® there won't beso
much talk sbont scepticism and infidelity, Bat even now we
see a reaction taking place. It seoms to me that the intoxicat:
ing stage has been passed, and we are coming to our vensos once
more. Already men are fecling dissatiafiod with what they have
been hitherto. We notice much religions activity on every side
and the two movements, in India, Brahmoism and Theosophy,
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are demanding the attention of every native. It is about these
movements that I Have ventared to say a few words this evening.
Brahmoism, as you all know, had ita origin in India and Ram
Mohun Roy was the founder of this new faith. The life of this
remarkable wan deserves notios, He was born probably about 1774
and belonged to & Brahman family of high respectability, Under
his father’s roof in Burdwan he received the elements of native
education and also acquired a knowledge of the Persian lauguage.
He was afterwards sent to Patoa to lefrn Arabic and lastly to
Benares to obtain a knowledge of Banskrit. While still a yeuth
he became acquainted with the religion of Mahomet and was very
much struck with its simpNeity. At the Bat'ly age of 15 he left
the paternal home to sojourn for a time in Tibet that he might see
another form of religion. It was only at the age of 22 that he
coramenced the study of the English language, and he soon became
well acquainted with it so as to be able to write and speak it with
considerable accuracy. The death of his father left him the sole
possessor of a considerable property and from this period he
appears to have commenced his plans of reforming the religion
of hia countrymen. Ram Mohun Roy's first work was published
in Persian and it was entitled “ Against the idolatry of all
religions ;” he also soon afterwards translated several portions
of the Vedas into the Bengalee and Hindnatanee langnages for
the benefit of his countrymen. His object in doing this was to
show that Hinduism was not idolatrous in its pure and original
forra. Tn one of his books he writes,—* my constant reflections
on the inconvenient or rather injarious practice of Hinda idolatry
have compelled me to use every possible effort to nwaken
them from their dream of error, and, by making them
acquainted with their scriptures, enable them to countemplate
with true devotion the unity and omnipresence of natnve's
God.” Tt was indeed a bold task which this yonng Hindu then
took ppon himaeJf to sccomplish. He was avoided by all} even
by his relations, lgoked upon as & heretic and some even pab-
licly charged him wit® rashness, self-conceit, arrogance and
impiety, but he did not mind all these repronches and complain.
ings ; ho was sincers and so triumphed.. Many indeed have
nations of mfornm:g the world, but fow, very few, sucosed, for
laok of that one essential element sincority. Could sxything be
m  negessary for & reformer than earnestness, thau- sincerity P
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Deprive him of thesse and he leaves mno 'mg.rk behind, The
Church which Ram Mohun Roy founded has played 5 most im.
portant part in the advancement of India and it will, we hope,
become mightisr &8 it becomer purer and troer. This great Re.
forraer's aoquaintance with Christianity influenced him move
+in hie boliefs than any other religion he had come in contact
with. He preferved Christian morals and Christian &oetrines
to those of Hindnism. In one work he says :—* The conseguence
of my long and anint.err‘ﬁpted regsearches into religious truths
has Yeen that I have found the doctrines of Christ more con-
dneive to moral pringiples, and better adapted for the nse of
rational beings than any other whick have come to my know-
Jodge.” He even went so far as to study the Hebrew and Greek
langunges thoroughly for the purpose of examining the Chris.
tiau Seripturer for himself, and he seems to have been strongly
impressed with the excellence and importance of the Chris-
tian system of morality ; for in the year 1820, he published in
English, Sanskrit, and Bengalee, a series of selections principally
from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, which he entitled
the “ Precepts of Jesus, the guide to peace and happiness.”
“This simple code of religion and morality,” he says at the close
of hia preface,  is so admirably calculated {o elevate men’s idens
to high and liberal notious of one God, so well fitted to regulate
the condact of the human race in the discharge of their variouns
duties to God, to themselves and to society, that I cannot but
hope the best effects from its promulgation in the present form."
The doctrines maintained by Ram Mohun Roy are thus stated
by him (I quote his own words) »—

(1) “That the omnipotent God, the only proper object of
religious veneration, ig one and undivided in person.”

(2) “That in reliance on namerons promises found in the
sacred writings we ought to entertain every hope of enjoying
the blessings of pardon from the merciful Father throngh re.
pentance which is declared the only means of procuring forgive-
ness for onr failores.”

(3) “ That he leads such as wership Him in apirit to vighte.
ous condnct, and ultimately to salvation, through his geiding
inflaenge whibh is called the Holy Spirit.”

Thus we see. Brahioiem is 8 kind of Theism built upon the
fundamental doctrine thit God is one and that He i okr Fadher.
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Ram Mohan Roy §ret began his work by trying to parify Hin-
dnism and ended by establishing Christian Theism.

1am tempted to dwell alittle longer on the life of this illustrions
reformer, but, T think, T have said enongh of the faith he had the
boldness to éstablish in India. He died in England where he
had gone to enlish the sympathy of the English in the cause he
had taken in hand. Many where the tributes paid to his
memory frony persons of all shades of rgligious opinion. Here is
one. Could anything be more touching than these words J

“ Bright hopes of immortality were givem

To guide thy dlﬂ;ious footateps, #hd to cheer

Thine earthly piigrimage. How firm and clear
Avose thy faith, that as the Lord hath risen,

8o all his followers shall meet 1n heaven !

Then art gone from us; but thy memory dear

Te all that knew thee, fades vot 3 stall we hear

And see thee as yet with wa. Ne'er are riven

The bandas of Christian love '—Thy mortul frame
With us is laid in holy silent rest,

Thy spirit is immortal, and thy name,

Shall by thy countrymen be ever blessed,

E'en from the tomb thy words with power shall rise,
8hdll touch their hearte and bear them to the skies.”

You will be pleased to hear what un English lady—no other
than the late Miss Mary Carpenter-—has to say of the life of Ram
Mohun Roy. “We have seen she writes how earnestly he
Iabonred to disseminate the great trnths which he had devoted
his whole life to discover and to present them to his conntrymen
for their serious consideration in a simple and popular form.”
Bhe also, after making an appeal fo us in her work, to coltect in
a complete and a permanent form all his scattered writings
which be had not time to bring ont in & connected sdrigs,
says 1~ * Thas will the most enduring monument be raised to
his memory. Thus may his high and excellent aspirations be
enabled to kindle the hearts of generation after generation of his
counbrymen, and throggh them of countless multitudes. Listen-
ing with reverenge toghis voice, now speaking fo them oas bk
the World of spirite, muy his conntrymen be led on by him to a
pare wnd holy religion, which will gnide them in peace and
bappiness throvigh this world, ind prepare them for another snd
8 better and thas, withoat distinction of sotntry or clithe, shall
miy¥iagds blebs the mame of the first Hinda Reformer thé Rijeh
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But I must hurry on. Within the last fifty years since the
death of Ram Mohan Roy, Brahmoism has undergone various
changes and it seems a pity that so soou, as many as two or
three different sects shonld have sprung up out of the aimple
faith Bam Mohun Roy tried to establish in India. Itis not
fiecessary for me to dwell on the schisms that have separsbed
the Brahmes, but I must call atteution to one prominent person,
who has only latoly passed away from us. One who has
endesred himself to India even more than Bajah Ram
Mohun Roy. I allode to Buboo Keshub Chunder Sen. His
earnest words five stilleringing in onr ears and his simple sincere
life is still the theme of our daily psbers. He is, indeed, one of
the greatest of India’s sons, and our country will never sea the
like of him again. Men of all shades of opinion and religions
throughont the world have paid a just tribute to the memory of
this illostrions reformer. Here is a testimony from an or-
thodox Christian, the Rev, Joseph Cook of Bostau, U. 8.:—* Oa
no one born in India did I build more expectation than on him,
I saw in his sonl the oriental type and was taaght much by it
and had hoped to be taught more The news from the Ganges
that Keshub Chander Sen is dead overwhelm® me with a pro-
found senss of personal bereavement than I can now remember
to have felt before at the departare of any public man.” He
was one of those sincere souls who always lived in the midst of
spiritnal realities. ‘* Life, Soul, God, these were to him ceatres
of infinite trnth. He never stopped to prove the existence of
God, or the reality of Spirit; he saw ang felt and that was
enough. The Universe was to him full of the Deity ; something
immensarably more than a vast machine the abode of inscrutable
foroe; at the head and helm of all there was a Father; and te
that anblime truth he bore & bright nnflifkering testimony in s
materialistic age."” Yes, he was a firm belisver in the Father-
hood of God ; bat he also believed in the Brotherhood of Men.
He gave the right hand of fellowship to all whether a Ohristian,
Mahomedau or a Hindu. Ne religion however degraded was
despised by him. I quote from the declaration of primciples by
which the Chavch fonnded by Keshub Chnnder Sen prafesses to
be gnided. Aftor staling that no created object shall ever he
worshipped, nor any man, inferior being or material object be
troated as idenbical with God, or like unto God, or ab intarase
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tion of Glod, and that no prayer or hymn be sail unto ot in the
name of any one exoept Grod, the Declaration continnes :—

“ No created being or object, that has been or may hereafter be
worshipped by any sect, shonld be ridiculed or contemned in the
course of the Divine service to be conducted here. No sect shall
be vilified, ridicaled or hated.”

In the “New Dispensation”, with which Chunder Sen’s name
is more closely associated, he aimed alfythe coalescence of the
three great religions of the world—Hindnism, Mahomedapism
and Christisnity. The ¢ Science of Dispeusatmn" was his great
discovery—order and contingity, unity in multxphuty It is truo
during his latter days he became mystical, und many of the rites
be performed had no meaning whatever ; but still his idea was
to bring together the germs of truth in the different religions
and mnke it one. But Chunder Sen went even further, he gave
the most prominent place to Christianity and it was Jesus
Christ whora Chuunder Sen recognized as his first and best of
teachers. “1tis in Christ” said he once, ““that the East and
West are to find harmony and unity.”

The attitade of the Hindus at the present time towards
Christianity is not one of hatred and animosity. More than 20
years ago it was different. The very mention of the word
¢ Christ’ was received with marks of disgnst and disapprobation
and it is owiug to the influence of Keshub Chunder Sen that
the hostility of the Hindns towards Christianity has been o
markedly changed. The fact is well worthy of being pondered
by every thoughtfu® Hindu that one of the best and most
illastrions men India has ever seen, certainly the foremost
Hindn of moders times, found in Christ the supreme satisfaction
of his intellect and heart, and claimed Ohrist for Indis aud
India for Ohirist, Asa Christian myself I am firmly comvinced
thet in Christ is perféct truth and that in his religion there is
that porfect peace we look for in this life. Keshnb Clmnder
$sh know and bore testimony to it with unflinching wéal. * His
voice is hushed but his marvellons inflnence over India is still
félt, atid thongh we may not be able to reconeile ourselves to his
beliofs still we tanadmire his earnestuess and bis sinoerity im
the calise of religipn. India voeded n wing like Chunder Sen
toiat?or'ﬂiumhgwﬂ porer than thet followed in this
‘tontttry By th¥ ignorsnt many., Let e nol forget this fact
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that Brahmoism, in whatever form it may present iteclf ¢o
us in India, brings hefore man a not mere abstraction of good.
ness but & Personal God whom we can love, adore and worship ;
to whom we can pour onr hearts in prayers, from whom we can
receive peace and comfort. For if we keep this in mind we
shall be able to understand the great gulf that separates
Brabmoism from the other movement—Theosophy, about which
I wish to say only a few words this evening.

Brahmoism, I said, was of pure Indidn origin, but Theosophy
iautforeign movement, at all events it is one originated hy
foreigners. Ithad itacorigin in America in 1875, and its founders
ave Col. Olcott and Madame Blavatdky. Its objects, as stated in
the rales are (1) to form the nucleus of an Universal brothor-
hood of humaitity, withoat distinction of race, creed and colonr;
(2) to promote the study of Aryan aud other Eastern literature,
religions and sciences and vindicate their importance; (3) to
investigate the hidden mysteries of nature and the psychival
powoers latent in man. As regards the first “ to form the nuelens
of an universal brotherhood,” nothing can be more laudable
than this object; but I ssid that Brahmoism has also the sgme
abject, and Christianity has also the very identical object in
view. Therefore there is nothing new in Theosophy. Is the
Theosophical movement a religions movement? This guestion
has often puzzled me. Ifitisa religious movement what are we
to believe P Are we to believe in a personal God. No. Thiscan't
be ; for the founders of the Theosophical movement do not recog-
nize a personal deity. Hereis » quotationdrom the Theosophist,
the ofticial organ of the Society, edited by Madame Blavatsky:—
“ Ordinary people mashly jump to the conclusiou that we are all
helievers in a peraonal deity. No graver mistake conld ever be
committed. Theosophy with us means Divine Wisdom or rather
the knowledge of that which is yet a mystery to the ordipary rup
of mankind, In this sense even a Materialist is & Theosophist;
because be is ever trying to find the operatipn of sneh laws of
nature as bave not yet been discovered.” The guestion than
mataraily suggests itself whether these laws copld ever
discovernd. And if s¢ by whom. Again we are iold
“ Ocogltism or Esoteric philosophy promises extension nf
pleasnre, wisdom and existenve striking in ancoessive srches
obgeured by snocessive wveils in gn imagipsble whtoession up
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the long vista which lends to Nitvans,” T confess T can havdly
grusp the mesning” of this. And then again what is Nirvava ?
Does it mean & state in which there is neither pleasure nop
psw P It mpst theo be s non-conscions state P I wonder how
many can, in this matter of fact age of gprs, arrive at such &
state. We are told that there are Mahatmas who bave reached
the state of Nirvana ; grauting that there are such men, we can
only say that we do not know how to reach this exalted state
and that even if we kpow the way ifany wounld prefer to live
and die ag the ordinary beings arcund us, °

Theosophy, some say, is only the revival of Baghism in India.
But Badhism is not known éo recognize God snd 8o Theosophy
can never be in any sense a religions movement. Moreover it
seems to me that it will never be popuolar in India on account of
its myatical nature,

As for its third object, that is the investigation of the hidden
mysteries of natorc and the paychical powers latent in man,
Ican only say that, 1n this Nineteonth Century, as we test every-
thing by the rigorous laws of science before which all ghoats
and epirits vamsh, we cannot make up our minds to believe in
gpiritualism or occultism or whatever it may be called. I can
quote the worda of & number of eminent scientific men who have
no more faith in spiritnalism than they bave in witch-oraft or
any other tom-foolery. Bat 1t is sufficient for my purpose to
mentiop the names of Huxley and Tyndal. Prof. Huxley after
saying that the subjeat of spiritnalism does not interest him
writes s follows: ‘. The only case of spirituslism I bave had
the appertunity of examining for myself was as gross an impos-
ture a8 ever came under my notice. If anybody would endow
me with the facalty of listening to the chatter of 0ld womenand
onrptes in the nearest cathedral town, I shonld decline the
privilage, having better things to do. And if the folk in the
spiritnal wprld do not falk more wisely and sensibly than their
feienda zeport thergy to do I put them in the same category. The
anly googd that I oan see fn & demopstration of the truth of spirits
ualism i to fornigh an additional argument againet spicide,
Bettor live » crosging aweeper than die and he made to falk
twaddle byo medium himdata guines & geongs.”

Bepoisn story of an apparition witneised by Colonel (oot
“Cum avaning, ot Now Yok after bidding H. . B, gw
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1 sat in my bed-room, finishing & cigar and thinking. Saddenly
there stood a spiri$ beside me. The door had made no voise in open.
ing, but at any rnte there he was. Hesat down and conversed
with me in snbdued tones for some time and as he seemed in an
excellent humonr towards me I asked bim a favour;” and then
Colonel Oleot goes on to say that he had received from the
apparition the embroidered felinh which he wore on his head a«
& tangible token of the ghostly visit, Let me give one more
instance. While at Bonibay one night,in Colonel Oleott’s rooms
the Dewan of Cochin asked for Madame Blavatsky’s card, she
said she had omly onegwith her then, But he asked for another,
‘ one brought in a phenomenal way,* in the meautime somethirg
fiutlered on the wall abont two feet from the ceiling which wus
about 15 feet high and an oblong piece of paper was seen to drop
on Colonel Oleott’s table. 1 really think that Prof. Huxley
would apply his words eveu to such phenomena as these, witness-
ed by Colonel Olcott. Spiritoalism did once create a sensation
both in England and America but the belief in it is now dying
out altogether. Ounr people in India seem to be easily imposed
vpon, but I donbt not that they will also in fime find ont their
error.

Considering therefore Theosophy in its relation to its three
objecta we can make the following comparison between Brahmo-
ism and this movement. Brahmoism tries to establish =»
brotherhood of homanity recognizing at the same time the
Fatherhood of God. Theosophy on the other hand trics to form
a nocleus of an universal brotherhood of, buwmanity without
recognizing the Fatherhood of God. Brahmoism strips all
religion of everything sapernatural, whereas Theosophy intro-
daces a peculiar supernaturalism of its own in ita creed. I
quote the following from e Brahmo paper as shewing the
differcnce that exists between the Brahmo Samaj and the
Theosophical Society. The Indian Messenger in one of its
issues saya:- " We have been able to undgrstand very little
of what Thoosophy really means. It professes to have
no religious creed, and aims at the establishment of ani.
versal Brotherhood. But yet its accredited organ is notorions
for savage attacks on other men’s religions creeds, and for the
extreme.unbrotherliness of its oriticisms. For us Brahmos the
guestion is plain and simple. If the body has no religious mission
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we can have no gpivitan] interest in it, but if it really sceks to add
to the stock of huthan Knowledge, and to help in the discovery
of nnknown powers of the human mind, we can at bost have
only a scientific interest in it. Buot we can have no sympathy
with the society a8 long as its leading organ and monthpiece
delights in taunting our devoatly cherished convietions, as long
ag it indalges in blaspherhy, as long as it ridicnles religion and
enforees conditions of a discipleship which we consider to be
pernicious. If Yoga is to be practised we can have enough of
it without joining this society ; «f nuniversal Brotherhood is to be
established certainly this sgeiety 1s not tde place to foster that
iden ;—Brotherhood without a Fatherhood to inspire and streng-
then it i8 an idea absard in its very natare.”

Comparing Brahmoism with Theosophy T find Brahmoism far
more rational and intelhgible thau the latier,

There is, however, much in this movement that is praise-
worthy. T mear the stimulus it gives to the study of Sanskrit
and the ancient literature of India. As a religions movement it ia
a failnre. But as a socinl movement it has and it will do, Thope,
mnch good to the couniry in bringing the people together, in
making them think and take an interest in the study of the
langunages of India. What surprises me most is that Brahmoism
which had its origin in India should be so little thoaght of and
Theosophy & movement of foreign birth, shoald be so popular., 1
believe, myself, it is owing to the very indefiniteness of its creed,
Considered from a social point of view Brahmoism hes done
agreat deal more for India than Theosophy can ever dream of
doing. Theosophy can never bring ont a Ram Mohun Roy or a
Keshub Chunder Sen. The work these great men have done is
being undone by men like Col. Oleott, who instead of giving
India a plain, positive, practical religion substitute for it & scheme
of shadowy unrealities. What do phrasessuch as these mean P-—
“ Identifying onrselves with nothing”—‘To go ont towards the
Infinite.” Iwondar what notion our poor countrymen will have
of religion and God when such meaningless phrases are throst
on them. Far better to leave thom as they are than make them
learned fools. We do not object to the Theosophical movement
if it confines itself to reforming sovial evils bat it is our daty,—
we who have ab heart the physical, moral, and religious welfare of
India,~todocur best to resist any efforts made to bring in explod-
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THECONTACT

OF
THE EAST AND THE WEST.

The East has been so long in contact with tle West
that the results are a fitter subject for_ obsegration than for
speculation. It is a subject, however, in which one Is especi-
ally liable to commit fallacies of oBservaticn, and . s the
contact is extending, it is not possible to keep out speculas
tion as to future results. One of the chicl difficultics in
dealing with the subject is that in the course of successive dis-
cussions it has come to be overlaid with a number of common-
places mostly in the nature of a priors assmmptions which
are repeated from mouth to mouth and hardly ever brought
to the test of experience. [t is assumed, for instance, that in-
tellectually and probably also socially the East is the antipodes
of the West.  And as in all such discussions India is taken
to represent the East and England the West, the assumption
comes to be that in intellectual attributes as in political
notions and life, India and England arc divergent as the
poles. A very little observation, however, suffices to show
~that in the West itself, as in the East, there is the utmost
~diversity in Iifc.and'thought, in intellectual capacity and
national character, and that it is not safe to generalice about
the East and the West. No continental race, no, not even

.England’s ncar acighbouts, the Scotch and ¢l¢ Liish, ordinarily



( 21

succeed so well as the people of India in pronouncing
the Iinglish language. It may be doubted if any forcign
nation appreciates the Epilit‘ of English literature so well as
the people of this country are capable of doing. And no
continental speaker or writer seems to have approached the
best of our countrymen in the capacity of using the English
tonguc with accuracy, clcﬂancc and cffect.  Writers like
Wordsworth, Qarlyle and other unconscious Vedantists
would be more quickl;f appreciated® by cducated IHindus than
they appear to have been in their own country.  The cloquent,
impulsive Irishman, the ardent Welshman, the metaphysical
Scotchman all too serious, the gay, spiightly Frenchman
revelling in abstract ideas and ready to solve political
problems by the logic of deduction, the German scholar
shaggy and unkempt, devoted only to his books and his home,
content with his humble lot, totally lacking the spirit of
commerce and adventure, with his cnergies all inward, will
find their congenial spirits more readily in this clime of the
east than in the neighbouring western land which is the first
of eastern powers.  The three great southern peninsulas of
Eurove have all through history presented even a closer
analogy to the East than the remote, northern countries of
the West, an analogy especially in modes of life, in ideals
of womanheood, for instance, and the rclation of man to
woman, Realy there is no great gfulf ﬁ.xcd between the
Eastand the West. Why should there be any ? The distinction
itself as onc of mere space and direction is arbitrary as the

distinction of positive and negative in so many bianches of
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science. And if apart from their common humahity the pcople
of the West and the higher classes of the LEast are the
descendants of common ancestors who had attained some
degree of civilisation before they scparated, we should be
prepared to see in their later developments something other
than radical differences of temperament and character and
capacity.

Another of the current assumptions is tl’mt the ’ant is
in most respects if not ireevery rcspccf inferior to the West
and can alone be benefited by the confact. She has nothing
to give, everything to receive ; she has alrcady received much,
and if she has not received more, the fact is due to her want
of capacity, Iu knowledge, thought and lLifc the obligation
is one-sided. A scholar and thinker of the position of Sir
Henry Maine found nothing good and valuable not only in
the [ndian life and thought of today but also in the past of
our country. Speaking ata Convocation of the Calcutta
University he said : “ On the educated Native of India the
“Past presses with toe awful and terrible a power for it to be
“safe for him to play or palter with it. The clouds which
“overshadow his housechold, the doubts which beset his mind,
“the impotence of progressive advance which he struggles
“against, are all part of an inheritance of nearly unmixed evil
“wlhich he has received from the Past.” This apparently re-
mained his conviltion to the last. In the Rede Lecture which
he delivered at Cambridge several years after, he showed no
hetter appreciation of our past. Therc also he says in
effect. our . inheritaince was onc of nearly unmixed evil. It
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was Greeee alone to which all the world was indebted ; in
Greece alone progress was endemic. To all other countries
progress came by communication ; and England was com-
municating it to India. India, however, was valuable in
one’ respect, namely as a study to the archaologist. Old
forms of life, archaic institutions which in other countiics
open to observation had been extinct, continued unchanged
in lndi;. To the jurist and the sociologist they would be of
grcat value, for here i;l India they ¢ould read the past in the
present, for the past wae the present, She had given to the
world the Science of Comparative Philolology ; she had
materials for other sciences. Other service than this India
could not render. As he had said in another address pre-
viously seferred to: “ This is a society in which for centuries
“upen centuries the imagination has run riot, and much of
“the intclectual weakness and moral evil which afflict it to
“this mowment, may be traced to imagination having so long
“a~urpcd the place of reason”. It may be doubted if the
imagination does not run riot in sweeping generalisations
like these. This highly cultured European scholar asks us
to belicve that it was the imagination alone, a riotous
imagination too, which constructed all our Mathematics and
Astronomy, our elaborate system of Hindu law, our six
Systems of Philosophy which represent nearly every ¢on-'
ceivable system of metaphysical thought, our highly scientific
Grammar of the Sanskrit tongue, our Logic, old and new,
our science and art of Medicine, our temples and forts and

bridges, our conveyanges, canals and observatories. Surely
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an imagination that is capable of accomplishing these feats
i~ not to be despised. Opinions like Sir Henry Maine’s are:
not, however, universal amongst western thinkers. Orientalistg
apart, there have been several eminent Europeans who have:
acknowledged the obligations of the West to the East. I.ord
Lytton speaking at a Convocation of the University made
the acknowledgment in terms singt;larly fair and frank.
Few indeed would be prepared to-day to maintgin the uni-
versality of the claim urged for the \;\fcst by Sir Henry
Maine. l.atter-day thinkers generally confine the obligations
of the East to scientific knowledge, scientific ‘methods of
reasoning and research, and the political ideas and life of the
west,  This is a very much fairer and more modest claim,
and it would be affectation to quarrel with it. There is no
doubt that Europe has far outstripped the East in scientific
knowledge, the use of scientific methods, and in the
aiys and methods of the various modes of political life.
Let us, however, inquire a little into the causes of this dis-
parity. Are the capacities, tastes and instincts of the East
radically different from those of the West? Is the scientific
bent of the West an inheritance of ages denied to the East,
which the East therefore caunot acquire any more than
a man can borrow the complexion or the features of another 2
1s the progressive, highly organised political life of the West
also a part of its immerorial inheritance to which the East
can lay no claim ? And are the scientific and political impers
fections of the East as much an inheritance and part of its

organism  as the excellences of West? Only a rapid rescarch
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Is possible within the limits to Which this paper must be
confined.

It is not from the dawn of history that Science has been
the adored angel of life and light in the West. For centwies
she had not appeared so much as in a vision even to the most
learned of the West.,, And when at last she did manifest
heiself she was received very much in the same way as the
white man hag been received in China and in the Jand of the
Negroes. She was I(uated and shiinned or else chased and
persecuted as a menster or as a spirit of evil. Gioidano
Biuno was burnt by the Inquisition in the closing yecar of
the sixteenth century for having asserted the plurality of
worlds. Galileo was sentenced to life-long imprisonment
in 1632 for having supported the Copernican system of
Astronomy and maintained that the earth and other planets
moved round the sun, With him are included Tycho Brahe
and Kepler among Martyrs of Science by Sir David Brewster.
It was something, however, that men of science, however
little appreciated, had begun to appear. But theirs was nota
long pedigree in the history of modern Eturcpe. The European
country in which Science had her birth, if she was nota
supposititious child taken from India, was Greece of ancient
history ; and when Greece met her political death Science
was only a nurseling. Her early years of growth were spent
in Alexandria. She was there picked u‘p by Mahomedan
conquevors and reared in Arabia. In her adolescence she
passed slowly and with modest steps to Moorish Spain and
contrived to move on to Upper Italy. There in her youth
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she was worshipped at fany altars by carrest devotecs,
individual and colléctive, and in the full bloom of her divine
beauty she was ultimately installed on her rightful throne
by her ardent votaries, the Members of the Royal Society of
London. Her sway ever since has been undisputed and of
uusurpassed glory. She has seen many jubilees, and her
matronly dignity inspircs a revercnce and loyalty that nearly
all over the west has come to be among the natural affections
of men. During the period of her exile {-hcci::)gy held the
throne. The Protestants put their fajth in the Scriptues,
the Catholics in the Pope; no portion of Christenddm was
prepared to accept from natuce herself her own revelation,
Christianity, Latin Christianity as it has been called, instead
ol aiding the caunse of truth and progress, blocked the way.
The Reformation, aided by many movements in political and
commercial life, aided the naturalisation of Arab Science in
North Italy where it had come by southern routes and whence
it soon extended over the whole peninsula. Leonardo da
Vinci was one of its earliest apostles and proclaimed the new
gospel boldly and urdequivocally. In imitation of the learned
societies of Granada and Cordova,associations were established
in various Italian towns. Those founded in Naples, Rome
and Florence were short-lived; one cstablished at Toulouse
has had greater longevity. Science made progress not only
in Italy but in some otffer countiies of the continent before
it received a home in England. Bacon heralded a new era
by the announcement of his new method, the mcthod of

questioning nature, Lut he made no discovery in Science, nor
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did he state his method with sufficient definiténess to make it
casy of application for purposcs of scienfific inquiry or proof.
In England the era of scientific discoveiies begins with tie
Kestoration which is almost co-cval with the establishment of
the Royal Society. The discovery of teirestrial magnetism by
Gilbert in the close of Elizabeth’s reign, and the discovery of
the circulation of the Biood by Harvey in the reign of James I,
are about tl‘le only conspicuous achievements of English
men of Science before that cpoch. The Royal Society was
established in 1662, ¢0nly two years after the Restoration,
There was a4 good deal of beating of the “drum eccelesiastic”
+aganist the new institution which was accused ot an intention
of “destroying the established rcligion, injuring the Universi-
-ties, and of upsetting ancient and solid learning”. It was
only the powerful support of King Charles 11 which saved
it from extinction.

It is possible to derive a few lessons even {rom this very
brief sketch., We observe, for instance, that the Science which
arosc in a European country came to be so completely extinct
that but for the accident of its introduction into Arabia and
the fresh accident of its re-introduction into Europe by its
contact with the East, the West might have remained closed
aganist Scieace for one knows not how many mere cunturies
It is possible for Science to dic in the land of its birth. In
the next place we observe that the "rcligtion, the capacities,
the tastes of the West were for a long time stubbornly

-opposed to the reception of science. The history of Science

1uns counter to the assumption that the West is and has
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always been’constititionally scientific. Tastly, wé Jearn thé
important truth that it is possible for great political, specul-
ative, social or commercial movements to arise even in the
absence of scientific culture in a community and to ald the
progress of Science instead of awaiting its aid. Dr Draper
shows that Europe camc to be prepatgd for the appreciation
of Scicnce by the gencral intellectdal quickening which it
received from the introduction of the arts of’printing.am'i of
the manufacture of papér, from the establishment of news-
papers, and the discoveries of Colwmbus, De Gama and
Magecllan.  The stir of intellect and of political*and cconomit
life was not caused by any stimulus of science but was itself
the stimulus to the acquisition and propagation of scicnce,
The moral forces of man and socicty proved not only their
independence of material knowledge but their priority in
time and their capacity of controlling it. The Reformation
was accomplished without the 2id of science, and itself made
scientific advance possible. All this had been proved in
ancient history. It was demonstrated once more in med -
and cven in modern history. Ian Ingland Science and
Rationalism sprang up as a protest against the over-done puri-
tanism of the period of the protectorate, which “forcibly
concentrated human thought on the single topic of Religion,”
Science progressed with rapid strides - after the establishment
of the Royal Soc?ety, 2nd by a singular good fostune England
was now blessed with a son who enabled her to make up for
her past neglect and to take the first place in scientific

gescarch and discovery for over hall a century, Newton wag
2
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born in 1642, the year in which Galileo died, and he was abla
to takea part in the proceedings of the Royal Society almost
immediately after he had taken bhis degree at Cambridge.
Rut though the cultivation of science had commenced in right
earnest in the latter half of the seventeenth century it must
not be supposed that the mind of the bulk of the nation, or
even of the higher cfass.cs generally, was illamined by even
a pale rcflection of the light that shone in the Royal Socicty.
Belicf in magic and witchceraft coftinued long after. The
laws against witcherifft were repealed in England in 1736.
The las; tsial of a witch was held in England in 1712, and
Scotland “presents a case of a woman burnt as a witch as
fate as 1727, It is not nccessary to refer to various other
forms of superstition. Several were exposed by Addison
in his essays in the Spectator, and it must not be forgotten
that Johnson in his childhood had been touched for the King's
Evil by Queen Anne. There are reasons to fear that ecven
such well-known facts are liable to be forgotten by men who
like to declaim against superstitions and barbarous practices
as an endemic evil of the East. The esti:r‘latc of Sclence helg
by old and learned bodies like the Universitics of Oxford
and Cambridge will appear from the fact that it is only very
secently that it has become possible for studafts of those
Universities to obtain their degrc'es b): passjng an examina-
tion in that subject. For centuries the only recognized subjects
were Mathematics and the European classics.

*  Let us now turn our attention for a moment to the political
life of the West, It is uﬁ};uestionéb_lc that it is seps.taftgé
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by a very broad gulf from the political life of the East, and
there probably could not be a wider difference or rather a
keener contiast than that between the political life of
_England at the preseat day and that of India before the
establishment of Biitish rule. But then it must be icmems
bered that the political life and cogstitution of England &
unique. No other country in the wlrld has any institutior
exactly resembling the House of Commons , No cont:nonta.i
country has the democratic constitution of Xngland or cven
that oligarc‘hic constitution which existed down to very recent
times. In no other European countiy is ther@ so much of
public liberty,—the liberty of the Press, the libenty of peti-
tioning, the liberty of holding public mcctings, trial by jury,
the open administration of justice, open discussions im
Pailiament, the hitigious system of criminal procedure, the
liberty of reporting the proceedings of Courts and Parliament.
The characteristic political ideas and institutions of England
are no more fareign to the mind of the Hindu youth than
they would be to the mind of a Geiman student. When in
political life Engldnd is so much ahead cven of her near
s:eighbours on the continent it would be idle to conceal, to
belittle, or to explain away the disparity between that 'life
and the palitical life of India under Mahomedan rulers. But
here also it has to be remembered that the freedom of England
is not as old as it} cha%y cliffs. Much of itis recent, very
gecent. The long and arduous struggles which the English
people have had to make through the whole course of their
history to acquire and extend their liberty are well knowg fo
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bvery cducated person. Liberty of the press was unknown
before the Revolution of 1688. Before’ the Revolution
also it was not possible for a man prosecuted for treason to
claim to be defcnded by counsel. Toleration is a blessing
of no ancient date. English law, which to Lord Coke
appearcd as the perfecfion of reason and even to so late an
authority as Sir William® Blackstone as something fit only
to bc. apprcrf:;tcd and not to be criticised, was shown by
Bentham in his works and Lord Bmwugham in his spceches to
abound in absurditics incongruities and iniquities. When
“Komilly' begen his carcer the number of capital offences was
fio less than 230, ke was aided by Mackintosh and
Brougham in cairying through Parliament some of the legal
reforms which had been pressed on the public attention by
Beccaria in Italy and Bentham in England, and those reforing
were carried in the teceth of a strenuous opposition offered
by the bar. And as it has been with law and the courts, so
has it been with politics and parliament. The liouse of
Commons in its earlier days was as much of a sham as some
of our local sclf-governing bodies in the ihterior, and corrups
dion was rife in Parliament down to days so recent as those
of Walpole. Macaulay, indeed, seems to defend the disingens
uous practices of that minister on the groundeof the low
btandard of public morality prevalent at the time. Thé
Redistribution of Seats Act which §ave to the House of
Commons a really democratic constitution, and the Judicature
‘Acts which swept away the ancient anomalies of what may
be called the Civil Procedure of England; are beth of thém



only about a quarter of a century old. Edmund Buke, howw
ever, who wrote long before even the first Reform Bill had
been introduced into Pailiament, was of opinion that the
Ilouse of Commons in his day was a perfectly constituted
and thoroughly representative body, and generations of
lawyers and legislators tolerated ag incongiuous double
system of procedure which was sim[.ﬂiﬁcd and rationalised
only the other day. Progiess has been agcomplisted in
England not for the sake &f progress 0;1 any mere abstract
grounds but has arisen only as some pres¥ing necessity rendered
it unavoidable. It has been a mere process of ade:ptation.
The consequence has been the growth of many cumbrous
forms and institutions. There could not be a more cumbrous
mass of curious formalitics than what is called Parliamentary
Practice, and one of the most surprising barbarisms of the
present enlightened epoch is an English deed of conveyancing.
A great authority on the subject, Mr Joshua Williams, says
“Even now a common purchase decd of freehold land cannot
“be explained without going back to the days of Henry VIII,
“or an ordinary settlement of land without recourse to the
“Jaws of Edward 1.” This of course has reference to the
substance of the law, but objections to the form are manifest,
Why the daw is not simplificd by codes it is impossible to
explain except on the theory of English conservatism.
Englishmen in Pndia®talk of Progress and of the uses of
Codification but they have not in their own country any
comprehensive statutes like the Indian Penal Code, the
indian Evidence.Aet, the Indian Contract Act, the Transfer
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of Property Act, or the Negotiable Instruments Act. Sq
averse are they to change that even wheie it arises from
necessﬁty thcy persuade themsclves that there has been
no change. They have not the heart to lock it in the face,
The expulsion or the enforced flight of King James I they
euphemistically called an abdication, and thcy persuaded
thcm::c]ves and sought fo p.crquac!c the world that a continuity
of succecsion.io the English thione by inheritance was not
distmbed when William and Maryewere placed upon it. The
largest portion of the laws of England is what is called
Common Lat which is practically synonymous with Case-
I.aw. Well, upon what principles has the common law been
built up? judgcs in deciding cases piofess to follow picce-
dents ; as a matter of fact they very often modify the rules
and principles laid down in precedents.  If there was a
literal conformity to precedents, common law would not be
culaiged. In fact. however, the change and cnlargement do
take place, but the judicial pictence is that existing principles
are alone followed and there is no change. The open recogs
pition of changze would be too great a shbck to sober English
nerves, and hience Progress, which most other men would be
proud of, is what the Englishman in true penitence of heart
timorously conceals.

This little sketch also has its own lessons. The political
life of England, including its constitution, is wholly exr
traordinary and exceptional, differing not only from that of
every eastefn country hut to some extent from that even of
every ather European country. Its development has begy
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the result of historical circumstances and national character,
Itisa feature of that character to value expediency above
all things, to receive with coldness every considcration of
mere logi¢. Progress has arisen in England not in conse-
quence of the Englishman’s liberalism but inspite of his
conservatism, under the pressure of the irresistible force of
time and circumstance. No per,t;on. could be more ready
than the Englishman to countenance shamg, nonc has a
kecner instinctive appreéation of pu’blic liberty, a truer
regard for forms, or a greater aversionsto sudden and far-
reaching changes which have to be brought on By vr:luntary
effort at the bidding of mere principle.

This is the life and character, this the history of the
Western people with whom we of the liast have come in
contact. WLlat has becn our history? It is a history of
arrested development, We IHindus had our political death
centuries ago, and, unlike Greece, we passed under the domi-
nion not of advanced and appreciative conquerors but of
men distinguished for every variety of despotism, intolerance
and repression. The Stoic philosophy passed from Greece
to Rome and found a new development there. Our Maho-
mcdan rulers were in no mood to learn from us or eved 0
communicade to us of their best. Accident and obscurity saved
as much of learning and as many learned men as the hand
.of vandalism could n8t reach or did not care to destroy.
Learning and thought remained starved and paralysed for a
period nearly as long as the Middle Ages. Fortunately,
€pacity was uot dead. Bright, unclonded skies, a clear
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atmosphere, a pure 'and simple mode of living, "possibly .alse
a diet mainly vegetalrian, helped to keep dlive the subtle and
versatile Hindu intcliect. - And there was one class that in
the midst of poverty and persecutions contrived through the
dark centuries to keep burning a modest flame of ancient
‘Aryan knowledge. It was the Pundits. Progress was out of
the question.  But thed Pundits rendered the only service
that was possiPle, the saving from utter extinction the learn-
.ing of ancient India' A fragmemt of it only remains and
fur that we are indebged to none else but the Pundits. There
has beén a development of the Hindu mind ever since its
contact with the learning and thought of the west. The
potential energy has become kinetic ; and there are reasons
to belicve that a considerable portion of it is yet latent. The
rapidity and success with which the Hindu mind has been
assimilating western knowledge must be astonishing to
Xuropcans., It is a mistake to suppose that it has a constitu-
‘tional incapacity for science. If up to the present day litera-
ture has been more largely acquired than science, it is because
Jiterature has been more largely taught. The teaching and the
acquisition of science are particularly expensive. The expenses
haye stood in the way of making scientific education general ;
and there has been another drawback  Scientifi¢ education
has held out no allming prospects in life. Literary education
has been valued, not for its own sake,but dnly as a qualifica-,
tion by itsclf for clerical or educational appointments, or as
a preliminary qualification for professional studies. For the

propagation of science are wanted scientific institutions duly



equipped, competent scientific teachers, and careers open to
succesful students of science. No obstacle will be found
to arisc from the incapacity of the people. Abundant proofs
of capacity have already been given. Let it not be imagined,
however, that the moral or intellectual progress of the country
will be deferred till science has made longer strides. Exper-
icnce shows how much of general calt‘ure and development
of mental power 1s possible withc:ut science or without much
of it. The ages of Periclgs in ancicnt"Grecc;, of Augustus
in the Roman KEmpire, of Elizabeth {n modern England, of
the Renascencc on the continent, of Vikramaditya® in our
own country, are nonc of them distinguished for progress in
scicnce, but from an intellectual and social point of view
they are epochs of remarkable brilhancy. DBacon who taught
Methods of science had himself been nurtured on no science.
Sir Henry Maine who so successfully applied the comparative
method to Jurisprudence had rcccived a classical and not
a scientific education. Even since the commencement of
the scientific era in Europe it is possible to discover in every
gencration statesmen, lawyers, historians, linguists, jurists,
political economists, philosophers, who have exhibited
remarkable powers of reasoning, reseaich, comparison, analysis,
observatiory, and the weighing of evidence, though they had
not received any thing like & scigntific education properly
so called, Thete cam be no doubt as to the atility of
.j;cientiﬁc education both for its own sake and for the
preparation it gives for other studies aund occupations,
Science, however, has not been, so far. the richest gift of the
3
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West to the East, nor is it likely to be the most precious gift
in the future. It is an affair of mere knowledge. Even in the
intellectual sphere the west has already made more valuable
gifts. , It has taught us the wvalue of order and system, of
classification and analysis, of criticism and questioning. We
have magnificent br)c:ks on eastern philosophy but they
would be unintelligibléinr their native form. They arcin
many cases mere collections of aphorisms. They were never
meant to be zu:y thiniy more than mere aids to oral teaching.
Toucidity, method, apd, generally speaking, intelligibility,
distingilish an ordinary school-book more than the Swurras
of the intellectual giants of ancient India. It is the west
again that has tauzht us to 1ebel against despotism, to be slaves
to ne mere authority, The most valuable gifts have been in
social life and moral ideas. The west has ;i,fi\‘en us the no-
tions of individual right, of public duty, of the responsibilities
of power and wealth, of legal and political equality. What
are the petty issues as to the relative nsefulness of literature
and scicnee, compared to the momentous question, Who have
the right to be educated? The Brahrdiins had reserved to
themselves a monopoly of fearning. The West has pro-
claimed universal emancipation in the groves of the academy.
The West came in contact with the East in modern history
after it had achieved its own political salvation, and after
the East had reached depths of dtgradation, and it has
given us colightened laws and benehcent institutions withs
out waiting to be even asked for them. It s destined to

give more, but whatever may be the instruments of mere
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intellectual development, regeneration of life is not possible
by any course of mere teaching, Free institutions alone c.an
bring out all the encrgies of character. As Sir Erskine May
has said : Freedom 1s the best of National schoolmasters,
If in England the House of Commons had been abolished in
the days of its imbecility and corruption, and Trial by Jury
dune away with before it had bE:c.)?hc a success, who could
have scen the development of which those im’titutimw,wcm
capable? In India the West is not only in contact with the
East but rules the East. Self-Goveinngent stands in danger
of extinction by law if it is not altogcther a $uccess from
the beginning ; Trial by Jury may be repealed if it is found
to fail in some cases; Liberty of the Press may be
mateually cuttailed if it is occasionally abused. It is not
in this way that development is to be attained. Perfect
institutions do not arise full-formed like Minerva from the
head of Jove. They did not so arise in England or any-
wheie else. Progress takes its own time. \Whoever has
watched the course of events in India for some years past
cannot very well charge its pecople with an impotence of
progressive advance It would scem indced that in some
directions we are accomplishing progiess with a vengeance.
QOur politigal agitators have been demanding manhood
sufirage for election to the Councils, volu;\tccring‘, employ-
ment in the armf, uiteserved competition for all off. .,
extended high education, piimary education, technical
education, female education, They have learnt to repeat

the cry: No taxation without representation. Our social



{ 20 ]

reformers have secured for women the right to get university
degrees, the right to practise the medical profession, amd
for widows the right to remarry. They have been claiming
for women the right to vote at elections, and indeed general
equality with men. That Rationalism which is the reproach
of the eighteenth century is the pride of our reformers,
and they affect an Indnﬁduahty in private life which would
probabiy have staggered even John Stuart Mill. Several
of us have adopted English modes of external living to an
extent which sometignes surprises Englishmen themselves.
Who after tiis can charge us with procceding with halting
steps and slow? As Englishmen have sown, so shall they
reap. Thay have preached social and religious iconoclasm,
and they are now confronted with the political iconoclast in
the person of the agitator, and with the jaunty, priggish
schoolboy whose ‘independence’ has to be cured by novel
methods of moral training and discipline,

It is some times petulantly asked, what has the East
given to the world? Well, if the East has given little, it
does not follow that the East had little' to give. It hada
long, prosperous, glorious gexistence before it came into
contact with the West, and it could not have lived on
nothing, could not have carried on a magnificent trade without
capital. It had%‘its Government, its courts, its laws, ité.
municipal institutions, its elegant %rts, ‘its industries, its
literatare and science, its material constructions, its social
and domestic life. Much of these ancient possessions has
had a violent and abrupt termination ; some portion' has
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vanished from the dominant contact of the West; and alf
that remains, has; by reason of that very contact, lost the
vitality that conduces to progress. The East has neverthe-
less a great deal to give thatis fresh and oniginal, which,
however, the West is not probably quite fitted to ieceve or
does not much care to receive, \Englar.lgl with her proverbial
insular pride is unwilling to learn fr8m other countries what
is not absolutely essential, and sh; cannot imagine that she
has any thing to learn from her eastefn de;endcncy. It is
no wonder that the Englishman who ordinanly cares so
Jittle to learn to speak or write French or Gesman} hardly
‘ever thinks of acquiring any of the languages of India,
classical or modern, though he may spend the best poition
of his life and make his fortune here If he avails himself
of the graces and the resources of French or Italian cookery
only on grand and formal occasions, we need not be surprised
that he never deigns to inquire into the capacities of the
culinary art as practised by the Hindu or the Mahomedan.
There are reasons to believe that the poor of England, to
whom meat is a rar& luxury, would be immensely benefited
by researches into the dietary, of the people of India, and
English childrcn would be blest with a very much larger
field, than gvhat is now open to them, to choose their sweets
from, if the operations of the Indian*cnnfectioncr were
studied by theit® eld®s, Unfortunately no such research
of study has been made ; not even any authority on dietetics
has careg to investigate into the relative sustaining properties
of. dat and ckapati (on which the fighting races of ‘India live)
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on the one hand, and.of lcavened bread helped to go down
with little bits of clicese, on the other. . lgno;ance of the
Indian languaces and contempt for the Indian pcople have
kept Englishmen blind to the realities of Indian lifc and
character. The Englishman in India has little or no
experience of Indian charadler save from  his ufﬁ;:iai or
commercial rclations..with the people.  Nor bas he any
better® appieciation of the literature of the people, of the
sentiments it embudies, or of the, life it reflects, And if
English curiosity is 350 little roused about the life of the
people it is agsolutely dormant about their arts and sciences
How many Englishmen have cared to know any thing about
Indian systems of medicine, for instance? The wonder is,
Englishmen never, ask themselves, How had these people
treated their sick before they camc in contact with the
West ? Nor do they think it to be at all within the range
of possibility that even now practitioners of the native
systems should cure cases given up or mismanaged by,
practitioners of the orthodox westera school.  India has
some thing to give of Medical Science or+ Art, but the West
is in no mood to reccive it. India, again, has her own
developments of the art of Music which few of the West
know or care to know. There is something specigl in some
of the Indian types of Architecture which has only recently,
attracted the attention of a small andeselett class. In the
skill and variety of handicraft,~—pure handicraft unaided t?y‘.
machinery,—India yields to no country in the world. She
has her own special tastes and idedls in this region,  which
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sometimes stimulate the European fancy but have hardly
yet securedathe attention or admiration thcy deserve. As
regards pure intellectual operations India stands unapproach-
ably first in Metaphysics, employing that word in a sense
large cnough to include [heology. There is scarcely a single
metaplﬁvsical thought of any can-«ecuen.ce in which the East
has not anticipated the West, am! there is a geat deal in
which the West is still hopel\e:ssly groping at, the foot of the
eminences whose summiss were reacfied Iong ago in the
East. Itis the East that has given togthe world the great.
est of religious teachers. In at least one easfern .cmmtry',
India, as we lcarn from our epics, were established, centuries
ago, without popular commotion or struggle, those ideas of
the King’s duty to his subjects, which vanished with Hindu
supremacy, whic!: arz only a recent revelation in the West
and aie the pride of the most advanced states of the world.
There is one feature of Indian life which has come down
unchanged through the centurics and has survived all
shocks to ideas and institutions ; it is the intensity of the
private affections. *The Hindu will prefer a quiet homelife
with a modest compctence to the most alluring prospects
in distant lands. Others thay call this a weakness, a want
of energy gnd adventure. The Hindu claims it as a unique
distinction. He lives not fof personal happiness alone and
cannot bear to Be slvered from his near ones. He will
'm:aintain poor relations to the best of his power, and his
country has got on very well without a Poor Law. He breaks

no windows when he is out of employ and can die of starva-
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gion without violence or complaint, Infectioui . diseases of
dcar ones would not scare him away. And almost every
Hindu home has its devoutly ministering angels, its wapro-
claimtd sisters of mercy, whose decds and virtues no Hindy,
records because they are so common, but who fully equal
and sometimes eclips‘e the Hbroines held up to admiration
by tongue and pen m‘western lands. The Hindu is tied
to his home and relations by no silken threads but by heart-
strings that refusc to®e lengthened. His social and domestic
charities, however, arg rot things that he can “give” to the
woild. * They have their origin in the very fountain of his
being, in his ancestry, his traditions, the soil and the at”
mosphere of his country. The people of the West can
-teach us their science but cannot communicate to us the
encrgy they draw from their surroundings, and we of the East,
while we value so much the pleasures of a home united by a
«clinging love and not sundered by ambition, cannot make a
present to an adventurous world of our quiet domesticity.
The results of the contact between the East and the West
.will arise in no mechanical way. A grett'.deal will depend
Apon the media of contact, the kind and the character of
the Europeans and Indians who come in contact. “To bless
the Hindu mind with western lore” was the ngble ideal of
David Hare. But it is not every European teacher who is
«fit to confler the blessing and it is ot efery, Hindu mind
that ig fit to-receive the full measure of the blessing. 'ﬁw
best of teachers should come in contact with thp best of
pupils if the full benefit is to arise.  Already the best of qur
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totntryingg have so advanced as to ser an exampie to the
West. Europe with alt her scientific education has not yet
fully developed the scientific spirit. The system of thera-
peutics known as Homoeopathy has not received in every
Enrolzfm country the degree of attention and appreciation
it has received in India. The wbsitive philosophy of
Anguste Comte js probably not hztl:gr known in Euroge than
itis in [andia. Openness of mind ou.ght ta be one of the
first results of a scigntifid or liberal culture, and the most
{iberal of English thinkers have deteeted a lagk of Openness
even in educated Englishmen of to-day. Eurgpe in general,
Eugland i particular, has failed by reason of want of
openness to derive the full benefits of contact with the east,
A few chosen spyrits however have taken deep draughts from
the purest wells of Eastern thought, and we have, in conse-
quence, the movement and creed known as Theososphy ; the
Society for Psychic Research ; the recognition of Psychic
Force; the London Spiritual Alliance, the Astrological
Society ; and a vtst number of journals dealing with eastern
philosophy and science and what is called occult lore, The
East ig the land not of mere asceticism as is commoniy
Supposed, but of every form and variety of spiritual thoughtl
*Thought' ds not probably the correct word, This land of
the sun is preeminently fhe land of Vision, Revelution,
Ecstasy. Itis the Jand of seers and saints. 1t ia the lavd
&ﬂ':eue seligion has betn °bifilt into life. Eunrope 'shiould e
Sedsefited by its contact with the spivitéal-East. ‘Tie bootiits
ivod~it Some" saall ‘measurt alrchdy cofnienodd’ Dut iy
4
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Ak only'a drop .from the ocean which rolls ip the. dim
distance. : The ektreme materiality of the West with- it
absorbing im‘iqstriai_ life js, indeed, from ane point of view,
its f;umf Its open-eyedness to the grosser conceins of life
gannot but tend to deaden the vision and the facultyidivine
within. The philosoghy of 1(!8 west has come to be the
philos;aphy of f:ti!ity_, wh&:h,’a has been truly remarked, is the
.most faithful e;pressi?n of the industrial spirit. Mr. Lecky
rightly observes , “With a far hiohbr lefel of average excell-
“ence than in foriher tames, our age exhibits a marked decline
‘in the ‘Spirif’of self~=r:aa:riﬁce, in the appreciation of the more
“poetical or religious aspect of our nature” Then again
“The decay of the old spirit of loyalty, the destruction of
fasceticism, and the restriction of the spherg of chasity, which
“has necessarily resulted from the increased elaboration of
“material civilisation, represents successive encroachments
“on the field of self-sacrifice which have been very imperfectly
“compensated, and have given ow age a meicenary, venal, antd
“unhercic charactet, that is deeply to bc‘:'l‘sd)iored."

‘One would have expected that as the 1esult of the cons
dact of the East and the West, each would supply the
deficiencies .ot the other, and that Europeans who had
mbibed the spirit of Eastern civilisation, and Indisans who had
Mhoroughly assimilated the distinctive products of the West
would alike be perfect types of humaflity, ‘posscssing every:
thing-that was good in the two differing ty pes of civilisation

has not been so, and probably it could not be sofif there
’;fi_.‘« material analogy between the laws of ‘mia{gwﬁ]
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and the Indian have cach lost something and gained some
thing, and it is dafficuit to say whether in the lang run eithey
of them has bsen a gainer. The old ideal of life seems tg
have faged from the view ag well of the Englishman as of
the Indian. In rehgious ear:‘hcss‘and n :;tmngth and
digmty of fiala.;;r there has begp ¥ decline. The ageo{
heroes 15 gohe,—once. and for ever. ‘That of sophmtcis,
economists and calcuMors?® has 5uccccdcd " The brave meq
of old may have died 1n defence of oﬁlse?;‘\ﬂhch did not
ed

de?}ce %of thcs;

honest convictions they deserve to be hdnoured for all tm‘w,

deserve then sacrifige ; but if they ¢

An honest man, proud in his poveity, purswing in his loney
liness his unappueg:atud work with a single-minded devatioq
to truth, defying censure and persecution, is @ spectacle of
glety than which nothing aobler could be vouchsafed te
human eyes to see. We have probably seen the last of
such spectacles, at any 1ate in this.country. Teo seeck
nothing but weakh.,.}o do worship to power, to practise
dissimulation whenever expedient, is to act 4n & mannef
repugngnt to the spint of the Hindoo life of ofd,. although
there may be the most rigid adherence to the rules of thp
Hindoo religion in the transactions,.of domestic snd sogiwd
fife. Plain living and high #hinking, an ambition to N
bonestly and opeﬁy, a%ontempt for mean and ;elfish objects,
~~these have been fhe characteristics af.the hmtwtypmml
mwcnttl!mdeo life, as indeed of ancisnt Gueek e, M
Roman dife.aiso. The spigiiuglity, the oftincss:of.ont. i



has brought us dewn to a low: political lewel. W4
there a:te symptoms of modern European materialiiy:
into our society, depriving us of some of our Hohlee st i
and yet I;Qt imparting to us the d&stinctive graces oOr tgﬁm
of Europca}'n. Iffs. g Fugptan ideas o{ -co-operation’ abd
organisation, of the diggity of labourgof tig value of
individdality, gf seif-.gavemment and #s necgssil y conditions,
honesty and obedience,—all these hav#ret to produce their
full fruit. (n Th&meamtime, people have learnt from England
that mc:ney‘ ther r

that luxury is a désirable ideal, and that a cold, reserve&

at thing for which- life is woith living,

disposition is the most amiable feature 1n a man. If social
laws will not produce, let us endeavour by. voluntary effoft
to protiuce sbinething between extreme spirituality and
extreme materiality, for it seems that we have lost something
very valuable of the onc and have made no corresponding
gain in the other, The East .and the West will alike be
g .iners by the discovery of the go!glcnrmean; and if some
homogenevus product could be evolved from all that is best
in eastern ideas and western, India would be found to be
the chosen home of a perfect civilisation in modern times:
England has undoubtedly communicated to Iadia the spirsit
;>f progress. So effectually has she done so that she finds it
difficult to satisfy the aspirations she Bas herself roused:
But # Progtess means development of Order, and it is
difficult to think of any definition more satisfactory,- itde
dmpossible not to feel that the pressure of fureigrnyinw



