
APPENDIX. 

RUL-gS; FOR THE ELECTION OF THE MEMBERS; OF 
THE LOCAL AND DISTRICT BOARDS U~DER 

ACT in. (B. 0. ) OF 18~:l. 

NOTIFICATI{)1\~ 

Till' j,} D('('('1ll1Jl')' 1 R8:t,-It iR IH'f(>by 'l1otifird for g0u€'ral 

informati.on that the Lil"ntenant GO\ t'l'I1or ha'\ bp(,ll pjpased t~ 
ma1l:(' thp following rnl('s nnder g('ction 13R((/} of the Bf'ngal 

Loca.l S"lf GO\'erllU1E'ut Act III (D. C) of IH8,;. 

PART I. 

ELr:(,TION 01<' MEMBER'l OF UNION C{))\{MITTEER 

Pl'P[ i mill (f 1'1J. 

Thmughont t hi" and t h(' follnwing Parts tIl!' t<'1'111 "Magis
h'ute of tlw di"tl'id" slHlIl lu\\'c the !He-aning fl'e&'ribed by 
section;; of the Ad, 

2. 'Wh('neY('r a Union, con"titntl'd llnrkr 8E'('tion ~8 of the 
Act, comprisr'l two or more villagE'S, the Mftgifltrate of the dis
trict shall <1(>ci<1(> in what manner such Union shall be divided 

into eh'etoral wards, and the proportional numbers to be re
turned for each of such wards. Such arrallgement shall remain 
in force in subseqn,enl, f'JectioTls until altered by similar 
authority. Provided that if it is thought ('oll\'euient a Union, 
whether of a single or more "illagc, may consi'le of one elec
toral ward only. -". Of thf g1Lnl~jic(Uion of. Vote/'S. 

3. Every maJe person of the fnll age of twenty~one yc>ars, 

resident at the time of election within the area comprised in It 
Union, who has, during the year immediately preceding th& 

election of the members of the Committee of such Uuion. 
pa.id oue rupee or more on MC{)Unt of road~cess, license-tax or 
chow ki~~tax, or who i3 a member of.a joint ulvIivided family, 
wbich haa during sue( period paid -oue rupee or more on t.c-



fA~tx. 

count. of any such ecss or taxes, ~hall be entitled to voie at 
such election. 

Of the qualification ()f Ca'l1c7itiates. 

4. Any person qualified under the preceding rule, and who 
in addition can rl'ad and write, shall be qualified as a candidate 
for any ward ill the ;Uniull. 

Of tlte 7rW'n'l1Cr of lwldi71[J electio?lS. 
5. The Magistrate of the district shall decide at ,\ hat 

places \\ ithin the U uion :tnd on what date or dates the electiun 
of the lllumbers of tl~u Ullion Committee shall be held. 

6. The dates fixed for such eleetions I>ha11 be duly notified 

ip. all the villages of the Union in such ImUlIH'r as may appear 
Buitabh~ to the Magistra!p of the di"tl'i('t, and at kast fonrteen 
days befon·hand ; :llly cost incurred in issuing llotice') under 
this rulE' shall be '(kfl'uyed from the distrirt fund. 

7 Each vNter shall vote for thp )\al c.1 in which he ordi
narily resides, and for no other. He may ,"otE' for 0.') tntmy 
candidates 0,,, there are members tn be returned for Sl!(:h ward 
bllt shall not give lllort' than olle votc for any Hingle mndidate. 

8. A'll pcrHolls wio.hiug to vote must be prf'scnt at the dt'c
tiOllS. Nt> votes by proxy or ill writing shall bp rC(t'iveJ. 

t 9. The Maf,ristrate of the district, or such other offker as 
the Magistrate of the district lllay ~Jepute for the pmpoR<', :-;hall 
preside at the election for ('arh Union or portiun of a Union. 

10 The elections for the differrent ward., ill the Union 
shall be held ill succession; the proceedings ill every rase beiug 
rommE'nced hy th~ presiding officer explaining to the aSHCHl

bled voters the nature and objects of the ejection llnd the 
nUlnb~r of m~mbcrs to be ieiurned. 

11. The assrmbled \·otl~ of the ward shall be allowed to 
consult together and elect the 'necessary number of members 
in their own manner. Th£y shall report to the presiding officer 
the names ')f the persons they have elected and if such persons 
are duly qualified, and no objection is raised to the mann('r ill 
in which th{l election has been conducted, the pre.rrlding officer 
sha.ll decla.re that they have been duly elected. 

12. If the result of ,the election held uuder the pl'etedibg 
rule is called in qnestion; the presidJ"lg oiRcer shaU, if he 



thinks it ne&esaary, proceed to.t.a.ke a })QU, reeerding ~be nUIn ber 
-of votes given for each eandidate with hill own 11ood. lie shall 
then aud t.h~e dee1a.re such duly qualified candidates as have 
a. mnJority of votes to be duly elected. 

13. If an cC}-ual number of votes is recorded in favour of 
two or more candidatc'3, a.ll of whom cannot be returned, selec
tion shall be made from such ca.ndida.tes b,1 lot in such manner 
'as the presidi.ng officer shall deem fit, and thereupon a candi. 
date thus selected shlLll be dN·lared to be dtl'ly returned. 

14. If at any election held under th~sc rules the number 
of voters of any ward shall be less than ten per cent. of the 
total number of house-holder"! in ~u('h ward, the CommiSPionei' 
may order that the election Rhall be hel(l again, or may decide 
that the electors have fJ.ilt'd under secLion 40 of the Act to 
dect melllbenv 

15. Objections rcg[Lrding the qnn.lificatiolls of candidates 
and votl'rs shall he l-1ulllnmrily dedded by the presiding officer, 
and stICh deci"ion shall be ti Uti 1. 

16. If a.ny ca.lldidate, duly clcct('(l nuder the preceding 
1'111('8, declines to take offi('C', the IIn"!u cc('<;<;ful candidate, if any. 
who recei,'vd tIl(' hLl'gC'~t number of voIR') shall be held to have 
brO il de( ted. If there is IJO second calldidate the Commis
~joller will appoillt a mUll be!' undE'r section 40 of Me 
Ad. 

] 7. Except as providpd by rules 14 and 15, no election 
lwld under these rules shn.ll be invaliddotcd on any ground 
whatever. 

18. 'l'hc list of duly return{'d candidates shall be forwarded 
to the Commis'li')ner of th€ Division fur publication in the 
Calcntta Ga:,ette. 

PART II. 

ELECTION OF MJ!;MDl1:lts OF LOCAL BoARDS, 

Prelimina17}. 

19. \fhen the nl1mb-er of members ot. .. Lo':al ~'ha.s , 
been fi$ed by "l)oti1icatron issnea upder $eeti~ 8. the Com .. 

m~ 'JIitat-~~ Wi~ · the lfagitltrate of"the dis. 



Election J1:ufu. 

trict, shall decide the nurnbt'r of members who shall be elected 
for each thanah within the area. of such Local Board, and shall 
issue orders accordingly. Such orders shall be published in the 
Culctdttt Gazette, at the district and sub-divisional offices, and 
at the head-quarters of' each of the thanahs in question; and 
in such other m~nner as the Commisssiollcr may prescribe. 

20. The first cl<cctipn of any Local Board under these rules 
shall take" place at su~h time, not being more than six nJOnths 
after the Act comes in force in the di'ltricts montioned in the 
Third Schedllle of tho Act, and after the date of a notification 
€<;tahliRhing Local Boards in any other district, as the Lieute

nant-Governor shall direct. 

Of the Qnalificntion of ElI'ctol'S. 

21. r::~ury male person of the filII agp of twenty-oue y<'ars, 
resident within the area nuder the' authority of a Local Board, 
who is (}1mlifiC'd ill onc of' the. mallllers following, that is t,o 
say-

(1) Is a member of a Union COlllmittee within such are~ ; 

(2) lIas during the yeur immediately preceding such elec

tion-
(l~) pn,id a ,,11m of Hot less than one rupee on account 

of road C(,KS ill respect of lalld ~itllated either 
wholly or ill part within such arc a ; 

(b) paid licullse-Lax in rC[l:pC'ct of a trade, dcalil.g', or 
industry carried on within such area; or 

(v) be(,11 PO,,;;css('d of a clear aunual iacomc from any 
soun'e of not less than two hundred and forty 

rupees; 
(3)' Helllg a member of a joint undivided family, 011e of the 

nll'mbers of whicl1a qmtlified to be an elec,tor as in 

this rule h(>r<;,inb(.'fore provided, il'l a graduate or li
centiate of ~ny University, or holds a certificate as a 

pleader or mO"()khtear, shall be ~~t~tlcd to vote at all 
election of members of such Local Board. 

Of the Reyi8tl'(dion of Electol·s . 
• /011 ~~ 

22." In all districts wentioncd in the Third Schedule of 

this Act, or in which a Local How ma~.hcre~cr be establish-



ed, the member&?,t which ate not appointed under section 15 
of the Act, thi'l Magistra.te of the district shall oanM to be pre
pared f(}l" etwh tha.nnab within the area of a. Loeal Board A 

register of persons qualified to vote. Such register s~l be 
prepared from assessment lists, from enquiries made by persons 
specially deputed for t,he purpose, and in such other manner as 
ma.y appear expedient. Such register sh\U, from time to time, 
be corrected and added to as the Magistmte of tho district may 
direct. 

23. At least two months before· the da.te fixed for the elec
tion for any thannah. a copy of the regiRter sh(lwing the perRons 
(j\latified to votE' for !'mch thannah shall be published at l'iuitable 
place~ within that thannah. Copies of all the thannah regis
ters shall also be published at the sub-divisional office. 

240. Any person claiming the right to vpte may submit to 
the Magis~rate of the district an appJi('ation in writing for the 
pntry of his name in the r3gister of electors, stating distinctly 
in wlTat man,nE'r he is qualified; and all such applications, if 
made at least one month before t.he date fixed for the election, 
shall be dnly enquirl.'d into. A lJotic€' of the claims thus ma.de 
shall be published at the thannah within one w('ck of th .. il" 
presentation to the MagistratG; and all objections made .too 
t.hem and received at least one week before the date' fixed fur 
the ('loctiolls shall be duly considered. 

2.'5. All claims to vote, and the objeC'tions thereto, shall be 
cOll'3idered by the Magistrate of the district, and his decision 
shall be final. 

26. The thannah list as amended, after the hearing and 
decision of claims a.nd objertion, !lhall be considered to be the 
fina.l lists of persons entitl .. d to vot~ at the election, a.nd no p('>r~ 
son whose name does not apfdQ in the thanna.h list shall be 
permitted to vote. 

OJ th.e qualijication and the nom,i,lutti01t oj Candidates. 

27. Every ma.te person of the full age of tWE>nt.y-one-yea.:rs 
who ill qua.lified in one of the ma.n~ following, that is to !lay

(1) Is a. member of a. Union Committee within the area. un
der t,bi! .a.~ 'of the Local Board ; 

(2) Has during tht yea:r imnled,iateJy preceding the ~l~e.tion· 



had his fixed ~ of abode within the area under 
the authority of such Local Board j abd 

(a) paid a SUlU of not less than five rupees on aCcount of 
road cess in Te!;pect of land situated either wholly 
or in part within the urca under the authority of 

th(' Local Doard ; • 
(b)# paid a licemle-tax of not less than hventy rupees in 

rE'<lpcet of a trade. dealing, or industry carried on 
within the ar,ell under the authority of the Local 

Board; or 
(r) been possessed of a clear annllal income from any 

source of not less that one thousaud mpecs ; 
(3) Being a member of a joint ullui, ided family, one of the 

members of which is qualified fur election under 
clause" (1), or dnme (2) (a) or (b) of this rule, is a 
graduate or licentiate of allY University, or holds 
a certitlcatc as a pleader or lllOokhtear, 

shall be qualified for cletion as a member of the Local Board for 
allY thauu:1h under thc authority of such Loc;.l Board. 

2~. Any el('ctor m1l.y for the thannah in which he is quali
fied to vote nominate any rtualified prrson :1'3 a caudidate. 

29. The M.agistrate of the district shall, at lea<;t six wf'cks 
befor<' the date fixed for the thannah election, issue notices ccdl-

, ing for nomiua.tions of candidates. Such notices shall be pu b
li.shed at every village within the thanah. All nominations 
shall b~ submitted within three weeks from the date of the 
puhlication of the noticcs in question. No names of candidates 
sha.ll be >:et!eived after the expiration of such period. 

30. The Magistrate of the district Ilhall asc~rtain whether 
a.ll of the nominated cflndidaU;~ are duly qualified to take office; 
his decision on this po~n t shall be final. He shall also, if possi
ble, a3Certaln whether they are all willing t{) take office. 

31. A li:i.t of the candidates who are dilly qualified, and who 
a.ppea.r to be willing to take office, shall be published at suitable 
places in the thannah at least one ~eek before the date fi.,:ed 
fur the election. No C8.Ildidate w~me does not a.ppear in 
such list ~ha.ll be consider~ eligiQle. 



Of /JUI #~ei' oj Iwlili'll1/ Etmifml. 
"S!. Tnt) ~lettron for each tha.nnab shadl be hel" <m .\ltroh 

date AS may be fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor and notified 
iu the Caktdta Gazette. 

33. The election for each thannah shall be held at the 
head-quarters of the thannah, or at such other place within the 
jurisdiction of the thannah as the Magistrate may fix. The 
place of election shall be publicly notified at least one month 
before the date fixed for election and shall be stated in the no-. . 
tice is':Jued under the next rule. 

34. The date fixed for tlw thaullah el .. ction sh~ll be dnly 
notified at the thannuh, and at such (Jtner places as may appear 
suitable, at least one month beforehand. 

A vernacular notlce in the following form shall also, at 
lC'1'>t a fortllight h.}r.)r~ the d~te fix:e I fOl' the election, be 
despatched by post, or by such other mode as may be found 
cOllvellient, to every elector whose name appears in the 
rt'ghter ;-

ely ou are horeby informed that you are regi.,tered as a voter 
for the thauuh and that you will be entitled to 
"ot(- at the election of members of the Local Board 
to be hdtl at on the 18 ." 

2.3. An ('lector duly qualified uuder Rnle 12 shall be en
titled to vote for the thallah in which he ordinarily resides, 
and for no otlwr. He shall be entitled to vote for as many 
candidates as there are vacancies for such thanah, but shall 
not give more than on0 vote for a single candidate. 

36. All peraons wi'3hing to vote must b(' present at the 
election. No votes by proxy or in, writing shall be received. 

;{7. The Magi.'!trate of the di'ltrict, or such other gazett€d 
officer as the Magistrate of the" ~istrict shall depute for the 
purpose, shall preside at the electIon for eiCh thannah. 

38. The proceedings shall commence by the presiding 
officer explaining the nature and objects of the meeting to the 
assembled voters. He shall then read out the list of ca.ndidates, 
And state the number of vacandes. 

89. Each cal:tdi~oo shall tbep be proposed by ooe q4ftWified 
vo"r, and fieeonded lrf a.ooth~r. '~Jbjeet to th~ oontroi of the 



presiding officer on points of ord~r, each Ql,Rdidate and this pro. 
poser and secouder shall be permitted to address the assem
bled voters on the subject of hia candidature. The names of 
candidates not duly proposed and seconded shall be removed 
from the list. 

40. In the case of the number of the candidates duly 
propospd I),nd !'\econde<i not being greater than the mun~r of 
vacanci('!'I, tht> presiding officer, if he is satisfied that not less 
than ten pC'r cent. of the regie;tered voters (or the thannah are 
prt'!'\ent, shall at once dpclare snch candidates to be duly 
elected. . 

41. If the number of candidates duly proposed and 
se('onded exceeds the number of vacancies, the presiding 
officer shrill I\1'oeee l l to take a poll for ea.ch candidate, record
ing thc yotes with pie; own ham!. 

42. All obj(,ctions to vott>rs shall, if poc;siblC', be summarily 
dl'l'id('tl by thp pr('siding officer after reference to the rC'gie;kr. 
No objections sha.ll be entertaiu('(I, other than obJc~tions 

ari'lillg out of matters subsequent to registration under 
Rule 26. 

4:1. The presiding officer shall then and there declare such 
candidates as haH' II clear mlljorit) of ,ote'l to be duly elected. 
Proviued that no candidate shnJI be dpelared to be duly elecied 

u.nless at lea.st teu per cent. of the regic;tered voters of the 
thannah have appeared and recorded their votes. 

44. If ten per cent. of til(' registered voteN for the thannah 
are not pr('sent (Rule 40), or have not apppared and recorded 
their votes (Rule 43). tl,(' presiding officer shall report that 
the electors have failt·d Ilndl"r section 10 of the Act to elect 
the number of members for the Local Board :fixed for such 
thannah. 

45. In the case of an' equal number of votes being recQrd
e~ in favour of two' or more candidates, all of whom cannot 
be returned. , selection c;hall be made from such candidates by 
lot in such ma.nnel as the presidmg officer shall deem fit, and 
thereupon a candidate thus .,selected shall be declared to be 
duly returned 

46. If any ca.ndidate, ' du 11 elected ~ mder the preceding 



57 

rilles, declittes t(:)~ .e. the,tm~uec~ssfld candidate. if aJly, 
who received the bwgest l\umber of .votes shall be held. to 

kave 00eft eJ.ectoo. If· there is no unsuccessful candidate. & 

fresh el.ectiQu shall be held to fill the vacancy thus cren-ted. 
47. In the event of any person being eJected for tlW-or 

more thanahs, such person shall be at liberty to ()hoose which 
thannah he will represent, a.nd in every other tha.nah for which 
the said person has been returned, the result of the election 
shall be determined under the preceding rule a.s if no votea 
atl.ll been recorded for bim, and if necessary a fresh electiou 
will be held. 

48. After all the thanah elections have been held. the list 
of ca.ndidates duly elected for the Local Board shall be for
warded t() the Co~missioller of the Division (or publication in 
the Calcutta (}a::;.ettc. 

Miscellaneo'uH. 

49. No election shall be im'alidated on a. point of form, 
provi~d that these rules have been substantially obeyed. 

50, No election shall be invalidated on account of any 
irregularity whatevcr, unless it appears that the irregularity 
was such as materially to affect the results of the election. 

51. No person in the employment or pay of the District or 
Loctd Board shall directly or indirectly engage in canvassing 
for Yotes, or otherwise assist in the election of any candidate, 
ot.herwise than by giving his own vote. Any breach of this rule 
will reuder him liable to dismissal. 

52. All costs incun'ed in the preparation of the register of 
voters, the publication of notices, the holding of elections, or 
taking any other necessary action under these rules, shall be 
payable from the District Fund. ' 

PART Ih . 
• 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF DISTRICT BOARDS AND TERM OF 

OFFICE OF MEMBERS OF BOARDS. . 
Election oj Members oj Dist'l'ict BoaJI'ds. 

53. A Local Board shalt not elect members fur the Diatriet 
Board until (a) th~ nUfllber I)f u).erubers of the District Board 



Elert (011 Hulett. 
. . 

:,0 be elected by such Local Board sha,u luwt.feeD fixed by no.-
;ification uuder section seven of the Act, and (b) the names of 
I;.he elected and appointed members of the Local B'oard shal~ 

have been published in, the C(tlcutta Gazette. ~ 

54. Within one month of publication of th~ notificlWon 
referred to in clause (a) of the preceding rule, or the notifica
tion re~erred to in clil.l1se (b) I)f the same, whichever be later, 
the Local Board shall at a meeting elect the requisite number of 
members for the District Board. The names of the candidates 
shall be submitted at the meeting, and the election shAll b!il 

made by the majority of votes of the members of a Local, 
Board pl'eseltt at such meeting. ' 

55. In the case of the election 01' appointment of a Chair-' 
man, or the electi()n 0f a Vice-(;hail'man, ()r the Local Board, 

not having taken ~fre('t, the meeting rt'ferrl.'d to in the preceding. 
rule shall be called by the Magi:,tarate of the district . 

.56. The nallJes of the persons c:lected to serve on the District 
Board shall be forwarded without delay to the Magistrat.~ of the 
distrct who shull ascertain if they nre duly qualified and are 
willing to serve. 

57. If any elected candidates decline to take office, the un
successful ('audid~1tes, if any, who recciveu the largest number 
of votes shall be declared to be duty elecLed If there is no un
successful candidate, a fresh election shall be held t~ fill the va
cancy thus created. 

58. In the event Of any pC1'80n being elected by two 01' more 
Local BO:1rds, such person shall have liberty to choo~e which 
Loc.ll Board he will represent, and as regards every other Local 
Board for which BllCh pCl'1l0n has been returned, the result of the 
elect;on :;;ho.ll be determinol under the 'preceding rule as if 110 

votes had been recorded fo1;, ~li lTI, and if necessary, a fresh election 
shall be held. ' 

59. The only persons qualified for election as members of the 
District Board shall be : ....... C(t) members of the Local Boards in 
the distl'l(~t; and (b) persons qualified for election as members 
of any Local Board in the district. 

60. The names of the elected members of the District BOl1rd 
shall, together with thn names or official designation of the 
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.ppointed mem".# allY. be pllblishel! ill the Oa!.outta Gazette. 

Te1'm of office. 

61. Ev~ry member of it Local or District Board. who bas 
teen elect{)d or appointRd by name, shall vaca.te his office at the 
'11M of three years frolll the date of his election or appointment. 

~ such men~ ber. 
\ 62. The term of three years ruenti"oned in the preceding 

1"u1e sha.H be held to include any period which may elapse be
~ween the expiration of the said three yoars and the date of 
~Q nt'xt subsequent appointment ·or election, not being an 
~ppointmcl1t or election under the next succeeding rule. 
t 63. If any member of tt Local Dr District Buard sha1l' be 
~nablo to complete his fl111 term of officE', the vacancy caused 
by his re:;iguatlOn ~ rcmoH1.l or death shall be filled by the 
eppoiutmellt or election, as the caSe may be,_ of another person; 
and the pcr:>011 so appointed or elected sball fiJl such vacancy 
(or the unexpired 1'0maimkr of the term for which such memo 
bel' >fould othcr'vi~e have contlDl cd in office. 

64. A. Local Bva?'(ls.- As soon as pos~ilJle after the ex
piry of the term of office of an el ectul mellluer, mentioned in 

. rule!> ()1 anJ 62, or atter the occurrence of a vacancy among 

. elected IDclllbcrs under rill e 63, a Jate for a fresh election shalt 
be fixed by the LielltNlunt-Go"f'rnor, and notIfied in the 
Calcutt(t Ga:.eUe, and rules 21 to 62 shall apply, as far as may 
be, 'to such subsequent elections 

~ B, ])istl'oct Boco-ds.-As soon as pos!;'ible after expiry of 
4he term of office of an elected mcmbet, mentioned in rules 61 
ilsad 62, or aftGr the oceurrCllce of a vacancy amongst elected 
'lnembers under rule 68, the Magistrate of the district shall send 
a notice to the Local Board w'hich bas the right to elect a, 

:member to fill the vacancy, auU"Iluch Board shall, within Qne 
r1nOnth of the receipt of such notice,· elect a member in accor-
>, 
,daf!ce with rules 54 to 59. 

.7. Ware EDGA.R. 

Oifi,· Scay. to the Govt, oj Be'llqal. 

PlUNTED BY NERODE CHUNDElt MOOK.EIlJI AT THE DURBHA."IGAH 
TR~D1~G CO}1PANY'o THE" UNION PRf.'SI:l." 





pr BLIC FEllllIES. 
Tile i <llloll'lIuj Rldl'~ IlIlde ) S tv /IOIt 1 J Act 1 B. C . 

• 
{!} 18BJ (the BellI/rtf F el'// c<; Act) al e adopted as 

]JrE LIlrS. 

Ril le 1 -111 th(" .. 0 rule,:> tlw tClLU "Challnul.lJ" 

inclnd,> 'l-
(a) th(> \~!(,p-Chu.illn a.n or nny melllher (If the Th,lrd 

to \I hotn PO\\ e l '3 way be delegated ullJel' 

i ltp rill e'), 

(b)..the ])htnd Board of Sarun In respect of any 

puLlw ft>n r. til" Wa ll:lg c luent of which hlt,;! 

heen ve .. ted 1lI It ullder Sedloll 35 Act T (13 C) 

of 188 ; a.lId nlly L"cal Board in the lJhtl iet 
(It Sat un \yhen legally vested with the powers 

lt1 rc'>peC't of allY publlC fclJ'y by the Distzict 
Board of S:lrUll, 

-ilule 2 -Every public ferry in the Di"trict of 
Sanlll ullder thf> llIa:wgemPllt of the I )i"Jtrict 
Board shall either bl:' lleld khn<; by the District 
Board or be lea.,ect by p,ublic auction. 

RlIle~ jo)' the 1nanagcment (I/pu1Jlw je1'1'ies held kltas . 
• 

RaZe 3.-For e\Tery public ferry" hich iR held khas, 

the Di"trici; Board skl11 from tunc to time
(<.t) provide 2uch l.>o~uds. l!\nJ.i[lg·stagf'~, rest-houses, 



and other appliances as they ehall tLink 

proper; 
(b) HPI,nllll, a ,>uitable person to snpelllltend the 

pl) ill).;" of Lbe fell y, provide and pay boatmen, 

lecei, e the IHltholized toll'l, and lellut the 

&awe to the trea'>llly; 

(c) fix, with the approval of the Commi<'''lioner, the 

toll<! to be ie\ ied ft om persulls using the 

ferry; 
(d) canse a seheoule of such tolls, legihly mitten 

in thf> Venlnl'ular, to be fixed up on both 

In ndw g-<;tn ge"; 

(e) detpllllll;e the maximum Dumber of pas<;pnger'3, 

:lIJilllalH, ('nrts, vehicles, and good,> "hich each 

felI y boat l-hall carry, allO eau<,e a lJot1'ce to 

thi .... dli:wt to he affixed to e:1.('h boat; 

(/) oetellll1l1C the hom" within "hi('h tlle hoats 
shall ply, lind thp minimum llumLer of jOUrI](3) S 

to IJe IIJade €" ery claJ ; 
(g) pl 0\ ide f01 the plOmpt conveyance of the malls 

a t all tUBec.:: 0.('10<'8 the fel ry. 
Rule 4, -.-\ lIy per:'on may comp(\und for tolls pny

aLle \Ot the u<,e of the ferr~; allJ If the fim Y f>hould 

be closed hef,,} e the expll'y" of tLe PC} iod fl)r" hlCh 

such pet SOli ba':! COlli )l(lUllded for toll,;; payable for its 
use, ltf> ~ha1l1)e f'lltitJec!1.to a lefulld, the amount of 

t;hi('h shall Ileal tht> NHlIe propOl tion to the whole sum 

111lid by him, II" the pet iod lemaining bealS to the 

w}l()le rei if d fot "hich be compounded. Such refund 
shall be made un.der the ordel$ of th.e Chnilillan. 
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Rules jU1' ltusiJlg out .f~!'J'U:s. 

Rale 5.-When it lIa., heel\ ddpt'lHined tv Jefl.!'Ie tho 
tolls of uny public ferry byauctioll, ullJor 8<·ctiot\ 9 

of Act I (B C) of 1835. tllc ChainJlall shall:lt least 

15 days be.f' .. H e the auctioll i" held, cau"c Ull II.J verti..,<:>
llIent of such l1nctioll to lIe puillislwd, botla iu ElIglii-h 
and in the \'ernaelllal', ill I-'ueh plaee anu iu sudt 

manlier as tl) him shall seom exp8diellt 

R"le G.-The advertiselllellt slwlJ spceif:r

(Il) the time alld plae.; of the 1o>nlo; 

(6) the periou for whi"h the fe!TY is to be le}'l<:ert, 
alld the dates betwet'll whieh !the les'>ee shall 
he bO~l/Id to ply the fpl'r'.\" every yeal; 

(fJ the lltllllber allJ cle':lcriptioll of the huats Lo he 
lIIailitaillcd, the F.bCll~t,h of the <.:l'ew to be 

elllploycJ Oil ench, ::tllli tl10 mnXlllltlll1 llllltlh\~I" 

,,1' passen<.;el'!'I, allilllals, yclliclt':-, alld Ule blllk 

or weight of goods eaeh i ... alltlimized to c;ur,"; 
(d) tbe liability Ot' (Itilcl'wi:;e of the ler-;..,et? to III .,

"ide the buab; alld to keep thellJ ill rq):li!; 

(f) the liabdity or othel wi ... e oj'tl,," les:;po to l'l'()

"ide alld keel) ill 01'<1(;1' the lalldil1~-<.,tnn .' '', :11111 
~ , ~ 

the rCbt-liol\$,es or trareller::,' bhcdo.;, jf allV ut 
" 

either or Loth termini of the crossin",' c. 

(f) the lHilliultllll llUII11el' ~'f crossi:'g'l ttl bl~ lllndo 

daily at allY particular·senROll of tlH~ yetll; 
• (q) the ra.te of tolls to Le Ie\ ied; 

(11) tIle pcrsons and thillgR to Le fenied on:l' f!(~c 

of toll as pro" idcd ill rule 14: 
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(i) t.he illstalment.,; iu. which the relit for ferry if!; 
to be paid; Hilt! 

(j) ,>uch other pal ticulal'S a., the Chairman shall 

('ollsieier ueCCI'.!-<ll'Y, 

Rnlc 7 - -\ copy. of the a<hct tisement, and of t.he 
Hlllc':i and the Form of' ':<\~t'eelllf'llt reqnired .. to he 

t."xt)ClltE'(rullderBectioll 9 of the Ad, ,.,hall be posted UP 

ill n. ('ot1s1Iieu')ll'l place irt tll,j t)filcc'l oE the l\{aO'i"trn te , ." 

alld lJi"trict B ):ml UI}(1 "hall Go duly ]~tifiell 011 the 

<In V ()f the nn<'tiou. 

Rale B.-Oil the Jay of the :mction the lc<.see, to 

whnm the ferry has been kllocke<l dowll, "la11 deposit 
H,<::, at.; seeurit,y fl)r the due fulfilment by him. 
of t.he conditiolls of his lC[l[>;IJ. Thi'l depol-it may 
110 We ,"el', at the discretion of the Chairmall, be disrS'Ems

ert with in the case of sma.lI fen ies in which boat,,; or 

canoe" are not pl'ovi(lcd hy Go,'enHI1ClIt, 

Rule 9 -In cases in which tJJC furry 1:'> leased for 
only a year, or pnrt of n year, the lc"see shall be held 

Enble for the reut for the' ontire period the moment 

the ferry has hCC'1I knocked down to him. III cases ill 

whi('h tbe ferry i" leased for a Humber of yean4, t1lfl 
lial)jlity fol' each year's rent shall accrue from the 
fir"t (hy oft,he yo·tr, 

Ride! 0 -The cont.ract which the Jessee will be re~ 
quirt,d to ('xpcute lw!ler ,Sectioll 9 01 the Act shall be 

ill the /()f'\H appended <to these rules. 

Rule 11.-As I'WOll a<; pos"ible after the contract 1138 

heel! execnted hy the Jesseet the Chairman shall fur· 

ubh him) free of ~h!lrge, with it <l0py of these rnles, 4 
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li:'lt or the authol'ized tolls duly signed und~r Section I!) 
of the Act, alld two notice hoants havillg written on 
them ill the t'erlllLCulitr the sche,lule of toll" apl'l~cahle 
to the ferrYf the numbel', size alld pattet'll of boat,. 

which the It:>,.;;;,;ec is hOlllld to keep plyi1lg, the number 
of llIell by whom each boat is til be manllerl, alld the 
maxillllltn 1111Ii}her of rfl",",eng"er~, &c. ea.ch boat i~ 
allowed t() co,rry. The Bot;ice hOI.I'd;;; shaH be fixed by 
the les.;ee ill a con<;picuouq pla('e at both ends of the 

ferry, aud shall be kt'pt by him in a proper condition. 

On the e'l;:piry of his lease they shall he returueJ by 
IJiUl to the Chairman. 

RIITes (01' the managenullt offe1'1'ies leased by 
public anction and fol' 1'eglll«ting their traffic. 

Rtde l'2 .-The les!';ce 8h:111 be boulld to ferry over 
(liligelltly, carefully, and with the h'ast possible delay, 
all passeng-ers, vehicles, allilJlall'l and goods which 

ma.y comle to tllC ferry qhat to be ferrieu over. 

!fult g.-The rate of toll." to he levieu at each fert'Y 

811all be those fixed by the District Boar<l, with th .... 
approval of the COUl Ulissi,)ll Cl', under section 18 of 
the A(,t. 
Rnle H.-The les!>ee shall not chargo or demand tolJ~ 

for ferrying- o\'er-
(a) Mails, Mail cart"!, Dak-~unl1ers. and Go\'ern. 

'. mOllt telegt'aph meRsellgers on dllty . 
• (b) COlllmis<;al'iHt stores, animal)'! and vellic1efl 

when ac('ompnnied by a chnllan fL'Qm the· 
Commis.'jariat officer. 



( c) ~lili tary officers, ") 
soldiers aud theil'/ I t IJ' d t 
f, II w, len rave JIlet on II v 
o owers; .. -J w 

(.:1) P ). I tb \. wIth theIr bond-fide hllg~ 
a 0 lee lIn( 0 (o'r I 1 II ' 

11' /.C & I lrnoe, 10)8.-8, I)u, Ut::i 01' 
t,ll I lC Olllcet S ,., ,... 
r • u.ther COli VeVallCCS, 
pl'oce'>s serv llJ g J 

peOllS. r. .J 

~e) EXecuti,'e officers of the District Road Depart

wellt \,hen t.ra\elling 011 duty. 

(/) Coolies ellgageu ill repair illg roads with tlleir 

tools alld illstrum cllts. 

(9) Pel bOll<; carr~ ing dead bodies or propel ty aeJlt 
ill by the polIce. 

Rule 15.-Tbe les'>ee ... !Jall not C'lwrge or dell1and tolls 
f, om perSOll"i ,,110 wade or ,wim nCIO ... ". or til l\e ('II tt!e 

or other animal ... or pl o pPrty a(' IO"'b at thpir 0\~11 CO&t 
and ri .... k, or frolll per'-o!ls who cro ... s theJll ... elve~, or 

take other per:oolls a er oss without CIHll ge, ill tIieir 

own bOllts. 
Rille 16 -Th<, ft'rry "hall 01 dillaJily 1-']Y hpbvcen sun

ri<,e and I'IUIiFlet; bllt the ] P<'<:;Ct"lo IYlHY clllploy the boats 
in ferrying l'a"Sel1~t'I" ;I('r",,; at UIl,\' tittle nftel' Sllll<; p t, 

provided CHell hoat :;'0 elllPl()\ 0\1 Pill ries a light, whi ch 

nm"t 1,0 di ... played 111 a ('oll:opiclIOlh pal t of the bO.lt 

Rule 17 -'i'lJe J)i:-.tri e t. BOllI" IIIIIY, it lI e('(' '' ... ary, fix: 
the time for the 01 os ... I Ill! ot tlle Illail:., IlIld d . .J,-1 Ullnel s, 

d ' , . I t' H an lila,)', lH'i OC(,H"'!01l :.n l~e$, "al'Y SlIl'l 11118:-', e 

shall ill all sllch ca ... ~~ !,!I\ e ll"ti('e ill \\ 1 it.illlY to th,. ., ~ 

It>ssee of tIl<:' time ~lt which the mails ale to he felril>d 

over, autI it shall thereupon becollic the dllty of the 

lessee to see that tUlnllgewents ale '5pe<.'ially made fur 



tIle crossillg of the mails immediately on their nlTh'lil\ 
8.t the ferry glint, lIud thnt no dt::lay is 'allowed to 
occur ill tl}{~ir trallsit. 
Rule 1 R.-The J(~s~ee '~hnll pro\'ide allfl keep ill pro. 

pel' order, to the :;;nti .... factioll of the .Cllair lIIali the 

Inndillg-:;;tnges on both Hide,..: of the f~1TY, alld sllall. 
move them \\, hell Ileec"sa rv accord i lId to the rise nlld . .-. 
fall of the water; He slmll alf;o provide prop!·r rest
houHes 01' tnl.\ ellerH' shed:;; 011 th~ 1>a II ks of t.he ferr.v 

as required hy the Chairman, and I-oh:l1\ mnke all 
proper arr:ln~erncllt<; Ilnd 1'1'0\ ide all "uital)le aOOOlllO
(latioll on 1,be fer ry boatl3 fur palSsclIger and goods 

traffi(>. 

Rule 19.-Tlto Je<;'-Ice RJI:l JJ mark Oil ~:leh I)oat. the 

1l1lUlber of p:t .... "ollgers. :111<1 IIllilllnls llnd velliele.<;, :ll1d 

the bidk :lIld Wt·j,,·ht of ot1I'.:!r tllill"S it iii autholiz"l 
i') ~ .... u 

to calTV at fI f-ill(rle 1,1 il), .. ...., 

Rule 20.- 'When lilly ferry whicll has h(>(m IOMed·[ot· 

~ ~i\'elJ peliod is discolltJlluetl HI)(]('r the ordel' ... or 

tIle CJWil'llill1J IJef,)re tIle expiry of th:d. period, tll('~ 

lc'4s('c sllal) i,(~ nll"weLl n dpdlldioll ill the relit, payabl~. 

J~>I' tile ullexpil (0,1 pot tinn of the terril of' tllP J0tl'.,e. It 
it he Rhnwn to the suti:-daet.ioll of tIle District B"ard 
tlHl.t the JeFl:<CI) }W'i blltf,!I"t·d nlly Jo::;;.;, cOlIseqllt'llt on 

the d iscoll ti IIl1allee () t tlli:~ f(~tT.\·. the Dj..,trict Bo,mi 
may allow him I'lueh eOll) pUIl.., .. ,tiolJ 11:"; t,hey tllillk is 

UlIlt:, ::! 1.-1 II tbe t'rent of tlw fen\' l)ein o ' di:'icollti-
# CJ 

nued before the expiry nf the l(~ft.f.,e, \,itlH;H' by ()I del' 

of the Clwit"lll<ln or othCL wi"c; a,ll !)(.:rS')llb who Ita \ t) 



cornpoundp-d for th~ ton:'! fill' jtl~ UM shall he ent.it,Jed 
to reeeive a refulld caleuJatefi as in rule 4, :lIld UII

le";f-I the claillls of all such persolls ha\'e beetl satisfit:d 
l)y tIle It-'ssoe, the Chairlllall shall have lluthority to 

lmti:-Jy the claims out of the deposit llutde by the 

leH'iee ullder l~\llc 8. 

HiltI' 2'2 -The le:-.:-;ee shall, when reqnired hy th~ 

Chail'lllall or ':\fa~i..,trate to do so, Lut not otherwise, 

flll"lIi"h all illfi.H"lllutjoll in IIi.., power rega,rdillg sURpi

('iou:.. pel'RdllS or cla"ses of persons who Ulay ha\e lJeell, 

or may eOlllc to he, ferr ied oyer. 

H1l1t 23 -The lesBee I'>JI1lIl be hound to furnish FInch 

retutllS of tratli,! a" llIav frolll time to time be called 
" " 

for by tIle Chairman or Magistrate, and fill' thifl; 

purpose he shall h'ep up a l'cg-ister of trafilc in the 

form to he prescrii,ed by the Chairman. <"" 

Hull': 24.-H the Je<;;Roe desirC''l to o..,tabli"h commnni· 

('n Liol\ acl'Of..S t,]w feny j)y II\CIlIlH of a brid~e of ally 

t:inu 110 f..hall fir:..t obtain t.l)(~ Htllll;tion, ill \\'1 itill~, of 

the DI:--trict BII<1.rd, lind :--hll,ll, Oil ol)taillill~ Rtwh S:l,n('~ 

tioll, calTY Otlt :1Ii,v o)'der" wilieh the Vi..,trict Board 

''':).\' make rp:ranlill<.::' tho opellillg of l-.uch hrid~o for 
th" t.hrO\lI.!, h pa>-:-.~l'.!, (~ () f' Y,N,e I,> and raft;:;. Such III i<hse 
Hilall on 110 aeC!\Ullt oJ,struct the froc pas:-,age of the 
st.n'fl Ill";;. 

H IIl,~ :::5.-ThE' (;hailf:nun mny nt any timc r(oquire 

th~ J.~,,:..ce to repair or .)or"place allY boat "l1ie1l he con

"ide'l;'; to be ill dang-I'rollfi :-,tate of disrepair, allcl tile 
l(~sset~ r-,hall LhereuponJ,c oVllllJ to repair or replace it 
ar:. de:silcd. 
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RuZe 26.-Polioe officers will report a.t once t. the 
Magistrate and Chairman any instance of mismanage
ment of a public ferry, the insecurity of the boats, 
la.nding-sta.g-es, slopes or approaches, and any other 
defect in the working of the ferry, wJl.ich may· como 
to their notice. 
Rule 27.-The ferry boats belonging to any publio 

'ferry shall not be plied when .the current, wind or 
state of the weather is such as to render the crossing 
unsafe, and endanger the Ii ves of the passengers. 
Rule 2B.-A register in the foll~wing form, showing 

the demand and collection on account of rents payable 
for tolls of public ferries, shall be k~pt up by the 
District Board. 

&ceipts on account oj ferry ,ja1''11tea by 
at an annual ?'ent of Re. 

[Signature of office I' holdtng sales.) 

-- = PAYIIENT. 

..: Details of Initials of C> 
.$> Number of Initials of a Magistra.te ; '" Payment. 

~ Da.te. Treasury z ;; ] Chalan. or VIO&-
~ .. OhAirman. O1!icer. 
'5; <> Q 

S ~ C/.l < 

h., I II 
RILle 19.-A quarterly statement shall also be kept 

showing the dema.nd, collection and arrea.rs up to date 
on account of rents for public ferries. 
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Form of Agreemenf. 

THE Chairman, District Board of Sawn do th 

hereby lease to me 

hereinafter calle~ the lessee, son of 
residept of mouzah , pel'gunah 

thana , district ; and 

I the said lessee do hereby take the lease of the public 

ferry ~cross the river , alld 
situated on the road from to 
at the rent of &S. 
upon and under the following telIDS and conditIons 

VIZ:-

1. I, the leRsee, have deposited with 

the intent that the Chait man f>hall hold the .3mo 

until the detel mi lIation of the lease. as pIn ti:.tl secUl ity 
for the due pel forrnance by me of the stipula\ioll'l 

herein contained, and for the obsen ance by mp of the 
provibiolls of the Bengal Fenies Aet I (D.C.) 0[1885, 

ltnd the rulc!'. flaIlled ullder it, lwd lllay dedu(·t there

from any lent "hich may Lecome due, or pennltico; 

which may be awmded under sections 23, 24, and 2;) 

of the said A ct. 
2. I, the le&sc€', do hereby acknowledge to h:wc 

received a copy of the lules ullder sectioll 1::; of the 
Ad aforesaid, and to ~e aware of the pI 0\ isions of 

• 
section 10 of the Act. under" hich I am legally bound 

to conform to them. I alE.o aclmow Jedge tQ!~ have 

received a. ferry list of the tolls to be leried at the 
ferry. 
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3. The lease to me jg to be for , namely 

from the to the , and durillg 
this period I shall be bouud to ply the ferry from the 

to tIle every year. 

4. I hereby ngree-
(a) to provide boats for the ferry and to keep 

the boats ill proper repair; 
(b) to employ Il creW of JUell on each L0at; 
(c) to make at leabt (;l o',,;:,ings eyery dtlY; 

and 
(d) to pro"ide and keep in order the Janding-sta.g-e~ 

and the trav311els' &l!cds at either or Loth 
ballks of the river. • 

5. I bhall not cbarge or uemnnu tolls for ferryillg' 

«l) Uail .... , mail C:l l't"l , dll k-ulIl ners aIld Go relll

mellt telegraph llle'5bell~erR 011 dllty. 
(7;) COlllllliR'3Bl'iat f'tore<:: , allilIlul" alld vellicfe<::, 

wholl aCCOm}IIUlied by a t.:hallan from the 
Cornmi::hul jut oflicer. 

(.) UiliblY officeJt;, 1 
Holdlt:,l's alld theil I I tIl' ] t 
r II "If'n ruxe lncr on ou y 
J{) o\\el.... '} tJ . b Il~hd L 

(d) P }. l I.] I" It I lell' oua-,;, (' ua ff -o Ice all( o~ IeI' ( I 11 . ,., \ r ff \> . ga£!,e, IOl'R€<;, par (Ie:. or 
pu ) Ie 0 H'erR. (' I otlH::r .couve ances. 
process serVIllg • Y 
peou& ) ~ 

(e) Ex€cutive officers of the DistlIct Board Depart. 
ment when on duty. 

(f) Coolies engaged in repairing roads with their 
tools and instruments. 
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(g) Persons carrying dead bodies or property sent 

in by the police. 
6. I shall not charge or demand tolls from perii.olls 

who wade or swim across, or take cattle or other 
animals or property across at their own cost and ri:.k, 
or from persons who crosS themselves, or take other 
perSOIl'! across without charge, in their own boats. 

7. I hereby agrse to pay the rent in the following 
illstalments:-

ht 
2'1d 
3ltl 
4th 

Rs. A. P. '1 
I 

I 
J 

Date. 

But jf at any time before the expiry of the period 
for which the ferry has been leased to me, I be 
removed therefrom for any breach of the terms and 
conditions of the lease, or for allY wilful breach of any 
of the rules under section 15 of the Act, I shall be 
liable to pay rent up to and including the instalment 
due next after my removal. 

8. If the rates of tolls are reduced during the cur
rency of my lease, or the exemptions from the pay
lllent of it are extended, this agreement is to be modIfi
ed accordingly. I shall be given a fair opportunity 
of satisfying the Chairmnn as to the effect of the 
change, and if the tdrms proposed by him thereafter 
are not su?h as I ~an reasonably accept, I will acoOld
ing to the law, immediately carry into effect the order 
reducing the rates of toli, or extending the exemption 
from payment of it, but will at the same time state 

• 
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the amount of rent I may be willing to pay under 
the altered circumstances of the case, should my offer 
appear to the Chairma.n to be illadequate, it shall be 
competent to him to remove me, and place another 
person in charge of the ftlrry, and fo~ such time as I 
remain in charge of the ferry after the issue of the 
.order reducing the rates of t?lls or extending the 
ex:emptil)n from payment of it, I shall pay rent on]y 
at the rnte tendered by me. 

9. If I make default in payment of the rent for the 
tclrry, or of any penalty which may be lawfully impos
ed, or if I do not observe and perform the covenants 

• 
herein contained, it shall be lawful for the District 
Board to remove me from the charge of the ferry, 
and tn settle the same with some other person. After 
such removal, I shall not be entitled to any part of 
the proceed'! of the ftlrry or to levy any toll therefor, 
and if the rent on reJetting the ferry fall short of the 
amount at which it was leased to me, and the Govern" 
ment thereby incur 10'!s, I shall be held responsible 
for snch difference or loss, the amount of which may 
be deducted from my deposit. If the qeposit does 
not cover the loss incurred, the rent due from me, and 
the amount of tolls refunded by the District Board 
under Rule 21 of the ruleq u,der section 15 of the 
.(\.ct, the total amount whiclt. is deficient shall be 
recoverable in the manner set forth in Section 12 of 
the Act. 

10. I will not assign, sublet or part with the 

possession of the ftll"fY without the previous consent, . 
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in writing, of the Chairman. 
11. I shall not claim any compensation on account 
of roads being closed for repairs, or on account of 
inundations or the breaking down of bridges. 

F.ERRIES. 
Rules unde1' Section 22, Act I (B. G.) of 1885, 

/01' the Dlst1'ict of Santn. 

Rule l.-All private ferries ~hall be registered in 
the office of tpe District Board of Sarun and parti~ 

culars under the fullo" ing .beads .ohall be entered in 
the application for registration. 

(a) Name of the fcrry and name'> of the viTlnges 
and thana in which, and the river ficros,,; 
which, it is situated. 

(b) The l1umber alld de,,>cription of the boats to be 
maintained, and the strength of the crew to 
be employod on eneIl. 

(c) The maximum number of passengers, animals, 

vehicles, and the hulk or weiJht of good~ to 
be carried by each boat. 

(d) The peliod or season during which the ferry 
is to be plied ~very year. 

Ru7e 2.-Before a pNvate ferry is registered, the. 

Chairman shall satisfy himself that the statement& 
eontaiued in the application are correct. 
Rule s.-If the proprietor of any private ferry 13111111 

not apply, as required by Rule I, for its registration 
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within three months from the publication of these ruJes, 

the Chairman may serve upon him a written notice 

requirin~ him to furnish the particulars stated ill Rule 
1 within a stated period of not less than one mouth; , . 
and allY proprietor on whom sueh a 1l8tice ha.;; been 

served in respect of allY ferry shall not mailltaiu the 
s~me, or allow it to be maintained, after the expiry 
ofthe period fixed ill such notice, uidess the particulars 

required by H.ule 1 shall have been furnished to the 

Chairman as ordered. 
l 

Rule 4.-The proprietor of eyery private ferry shaH 
be bound to adhere to tho terms of his application, or 
of any statement furnished by him ullder" Rule 3, and 
shall not reduce the numLer .,f hoats or crews to be 
maintained oy him, fir allow any of hi::! boats tQ carry 
an CXCCRS number of passengcl s, animal:;:, vehicles or 
weight or bulk of goods. 

Rule 5.-The prop' ietor khalJ Hlal k on cnch boat 
the number of paSSE'llgel'l'l, filJilnals :lllO \ ehi{·les, and 
the bulk and wlJi~"t; of l JU;f thirrgs it It:J authoriz\.!d 
to carry at a F-illgle trip. 
Rule G.-The ferry shall ordinarily ]'ly between Ilun

rise and /!:lunset, but the proprietor lUay ply the boats 
after sun~et, provided each boat carries a lj~h t, 
which must be exhiLited ill a COllSpicuous part of thtJ 

• 
boal • 

" Rule 7.-The ferry shall not ply ,.hen the current, 

wiud, or state of weather is such as to render the 

cro8sing uilsafe, or to endanger the Ii \'es of the 
passellgen~. 



Rule s.-The Cbairman may direct that any boat 
used in atlY private ferry may he examined by such 
officer a<; he may depute, And may prohibit the uFle of 
such hoat if he is satis.ned tllftt it is of such a kind, 
or in such coudition, that its use is danglilrous to life 

4 

or property. 

Rtde 9.-The owner of every private ferry !'hall 
report without delay, at the police-station within 
"hose jurisdiction the ferry i:-; sItuated, the occurrence 

of ony accidellt at the ferry resultlllg iU13erious illjury 
or in Joss of life. 
RttZe 10.-Tho Chairman may require the owner of 

any private 'ferry to state the name of allY perRon to 
whom such ferry may be leaged, or who may be placed 

in charge of such ferry. 
Rule ll.-The person in charge of a private ferry, 

and all person'; employed in working' a pri vate fcny 
boat, shall be re'lpolI&ible that &uC'h boat shall Hot be 
overladen; and every per:,on ha\ llig heen directed not 
to enter a fully laden ooat. 01 !lot to load animals and 
goods in it, shall be bound to obey ~uch dilectioll. 

ROADS. 
1. W"hoever bein~ in pOHsession of, or having 
control over, allY pJalas, trees, or hedges obstructing, 
overhfwgillg, or o\Tershadcn\ ing any road ill such a 
mallner as to render the said road ul1l'lafe or incon~ 
"ellient for passengers, or overhanging any public 
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drnin or any drain which is c()nnectca with any publi(} 
drain, and heing requit'ed by a notice in writing signed 
by the CIH~irtnall or Vice-Ch}lil'mnn of the District 

Board to mit d\JWII, prune, or trim such plants, trees 

or hedges shall neglect or omit to co~ply with such 
requi:"itioll within the period therein prescribed, shall 

be liable to a fine not exceeding Rs. 10 for each. 

~)ffence. 

2. 'Whoever ent-roaches upon a road by tetherin~ 

cattle upon or within reach of the road. or making 

cattle stalls, threshing floors, chabootras, chullas 

(cooking stot'ts), plallting- trees, or erecting fence~ 

thereupon, shall be liable to a fille of Rs .• IO. 
3, Whoever shall make any channel, or comrey 

water by any channel across any public thoroughfare 

except iu such manner as may be prescribed by the 
Chairman, shall be liable to a fine of Rs. 10. 

4. 'Yhoever spreads clothes to dry, or for any 

purpose, and thereby causes inconvenience to passen

gers, and vehicles shall be liabJe to a fine not exceed

iug Rs. 5. 

5. No briekq or '\', 'lod or oLller thing shall be 

placed on ally public road, Rtreet or llighway without 

the previous permi'lsioll of the Chairman. 
Pellalty for iufringement shall be a fine no~ 

exceeding Hs 10. 
6. No person shall cut so~ or grass or remove 
earth or graRs flom any part of allY public road. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Rs. 10. 
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1. No person shall drive a- bullock cn.rt on a.ny 
llart of a public road except the likhs, so long as the 
latter are in good order. 

Penalty for' infringement shall be a fine not 

exoeeding Rs. 10. 
8. • No person shall put or cause to be put on any 

house or other building any spout or other thing 
intended for the {'qnveyance or discbarge of water 
which shall be so placed that water discharged there

from shall be thrown 01' fall upon any public road or 

thoroughfare. 
Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 

exceeding Rs., 5. 
!i, No perf>on shall construct or place over or by 
the side of any puGlic dt aill any Gridge, platform, 
building or structllre of allY killd excE'pt by or with 
the written permission of the Ch,lirmall or Vice
Chairmall Of in such mallnef as he shall direct. 

Penalty for illfriugement shall be a fine not 
exceeding' H.R. 20. 
10. It an house, wnll, or other erection Of any 

part thereof fall upon allY highway, or into allY IHlLlic 
drain, the oWller of sueh liou;.;p, wall or el ection shall 

remove it after notice within the time prescribed 
therein. 

Penalty for ihfringement shall be a fine nl.t 
exoeeding Rs. 20. " 

11. No person shall in any way obstruct or allow 
to be obstructed Any of the lanes, walles, Lye-ways 01' 

other thoroughfares in any bazar by. exposing goods 
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for I';nle or nccumuhtillg allY tIling, or ill l\ny ot.her~ 
way, on any such laue, walk1 bye-way or thorullglditre', 

:Penalty fur illfrillgelUent shall be a flue nut 

exeeeJilto' Us. 10 . . ." 

l~. The person ill cllal'ge of an e~ph:Ult or ealllE'l 

shaH l'e1ll0\'e it; ont of allY puIJJic road or street ",hell-

. ~\'er any horse is beillg liJeu 01' drirell 01' j:,; npproach
iilg'. Elephants ill paksing on~pOl" by a pui)jie rO:ld 

nre to carry bells; for omil-siollS the owuer u:,; \\'ell a~ 
the person in charge is liahle. 

Penalty for infringement !Shall be a fiue not 
exceeding }{:,;. 20. 
13, )\0 person :"kdl fly a kite ()t1 any }"lulilic road in 
&uch a malltler as tv cause illeollveniellcP t.o pas;;cllgers, 

FellaHy, a fine Hot exceedillg' IL. 5. 

lNSPECTION BUNGA.LOvVS. 

1. Iw;;pectioll hungalow;; being neCe"iknry to f'nabJe 

])j",trid Hoard Oflicers illclll<iirig Member;; and Sub

onlill:Ltes to supervise t.heir work tl~ey have the first 
light to oceupy bungalow,,; in their OWII Di\'isiollS ulld 
Sub-Di v i:..iollS. 

2. Illspection bUllgcalows arE; ulso nVll.ilahJe to f,tll 
Gazetted officers of Go\'erllllleut~ tnwellillg fiw 60114-

fide puhlic duty, unless the huilllil'g;.; be oecupied M 

perlllnnent re8idenC'es by all officer or subordioate of 
the District Board with due sallctioll. 

3. Of two officers of other deptutments travelling 



()!l duty, the snpel'il)r officcr is allowed preference. 

4 BIlI~('I'alow.,; lila" be OCClll)iod for seven <lay<; 
• 0'" oJ 

witlHHlt payment of rent; aft€'r tltnt time the Qccnpallt 

will I,e c"lI»idered a. t,elllpOl'ary ru"idcnt" and he Jial,le 
for I Cllt ror the whole tillle of oC'cupnllcy. 

5, 4 };oti0e 1-1l11111<1 illVitl iahly he "lent to tIle Chnir-
1»),111 Di ... bi(,t, Board if all offi,'er fillJq thaI:. his duty 

()I)ii~es ltilll tn \leC?llle n. temporary resiLient, al\(l 
:--.allctiolll> lllll"t, he olltailled. 
6, Any oflicer occup.\ illg- nil In<:pection hUll~alnw 

"olltnillillt:' 1I1Ol'C thaI) ol)e malll room mu-;t "vacate olle 

room fdr the> Ihe (If n Di.,tt ict Bonrd officer on inspec
tion duty, Oil ,lecei\illg :2J hour::.' llotice, 

7, Tho fl)llowi'l~ .,c:t1e lla'! been fixe(l for payment 

hy all officers for tel/1 porary rt:~idellcc iu iuspectioll 

bungalow,,;. 

J. Officers dl'awill~ Rs. 300 a month 
find over, per day 1 0 0 

II. Ofiicers drawing- as. 250 a month 

Dud over, per day 0 8 0 

III. All officel <; dl'nwin~ under 
n". 250 :l 1IH'11til , per dny 0 4 (I 

Hnt w11en these b(\II~'do\\., [II e occu\,ied ns residences 
hy Of!JCC1<; 01 l)UhOlclillates of the Dil->bict Boald for 
the perLod of:t Illonth or upwl\rds, ~uch ra.te"; will be 

elHir~ed ns will ('O\'Cr llltel'e.., t at 4i per cent on the 

nebl"} or e..,timnt(,d c:'pital co!',t of tile property, itl 

Hcl.litioll to a f.tir aUOW:l.lleC for rit;ks and for the co<;t 
of J C1H1il's, 

8. Inr-pcction bungalows belonging to this 
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departmellt are not availahle ff)f non-gazetted officia} ... 
Non.ofiidu.l gentlemen tru.vellill~ may occupy tlunn, 

ifJlOt required hy It Government otlicer, on pa.ying a 

fee of an lias eigla t per day. 
9. Offioers a.lld otltel's who mny occupy illsrection 
bungalows are required to keep alld J~a\'e tlle bunga

Jow clenn. If they have lIot servants of theil' own 

or cannot theIllRe)ve~ arrAllge {or doing this, they 
must pay the chowkidllr of the bungltlow three annatl 

for en.ch day or portion of a day's ocell pa.IICY and 

must arrange to keep the buogalo\v clean alld be 
re~ponsiu)e that it iii kept clean. 
10. A copy of these rules will be hu.ng up in each 

bungalow alld a book will be kept in which every 
pel'son oCf'llJlyilig tlte builJing, shall enter hil'J 1I1Lllle 

allil the date of his arl'i \'al aml departure, and the 

amouut paille 

EDUCATION. 

1. The 11 elld TllrtRter of a Bortro Scllool flhnll he 
hel,I responsi I.le f~.r:tll y da.mage done to the Sehoul 

builJillg', ami f" .. tile I()s~ of, 01' clllllI:l~e to nuy fund
ture, or IIny houl,f;, lIIapq, :tnd oflrel' Rehool apparutulJ 
belolll.!ill~ to the se1iflolll11tler hIS (·harO'e. 

~ • >:> 

2. HenJ masters of Board School~ fI!'all not allow • 
the sehoul house to he u~etl for pnrposes d~tri-

mental to tire diseil'lille of the- sW1oo1, or the iA
terests of morality. 



Penalty for jnfl ingement not exceedil,lf:r TIs, 5~" 

a. 'l'eacher8 of BOllld SchooiR bhallll~)tJIa\'e MY:, 

lind of mOlley dealings with their pupils 011 their', 
pri \'(\ te aCCOUll t. 

Pella]t.y 1'01' illflingement not to excoeo Rs. 5: 

in th~ fil st ill&'\,ance anq di&lllis'>ul if the ofiellce i~ 
]·epeated. 
4~ Illspecting offi~ers found guilt.y of making fa}"" 
eutl'ies ill their dl'~lies, or fabe statemellt libout 

f>chools visited hy them, or p\lymellts TlIade o~: to he 

llwde to 1-.(·!lOoj 11I1I ... t<H ". "lllt:t dlslt"nc ... t illtelltion, 
i>11H1I III> "ll\~i~'c~ (·iLlI(·1 to di"lllli-".d, 01 to Ie"'''''1 plllllbh

lllClltl> :lccoldill3 to tlw ht'IIlOII,,"e,,'> (If the off ... nce. 

~ 5. IIlRII('((IIIO ollilel.., ... ll.lllllot a"('PIlt, p:e't·llt .... flom .., , , 
01 1.,., tilt Ilheh e ... IIlldu :1I1V I,i,.d (It (JUll,ratioCl to 

• <>' 
bull .. ,,\ 1l1'1..,'t~I'" 01 IIln 11:1'2;1':'" 01 I>,'ll()"l~, 

l\!u.dt: fur iufli llgelJlt'llt !lot to <.:.\.eceJ 11:-. 20. 

lVIEDICAL. 

1.. 1'0 lToc;pjbl As<,isc:lllt of :lll," n1()f!1~F.il dic;11en

S'II'.\" f..hu.lI lcctJiveullY plc:-.eut Ol'glatuity ft'OlUUl1.Y 
IJ:ltj~Jllt, 

rellalh for illfl illgenwllt, fille not ex.c(>('dill~ R$ 20. 
2. i1\" Ilo:O;l'itnl A~ ... j .. tallt of lilly IlIo(lI"'sil ui~ll(ln-, 
IIllry f.ohn.1I eall'y Oll:i. III i vate 111 actico in u mall tIE'\' 

which IIl!Y illtl:ll reI e with the {Impel' (l~s(;hal'ge of hi., 
oflh:illi (hltier.;1 . 

rO!laliJ f~l iuflillgemeut, fiue uoteXqe&<li!lg R~. ,QOI'V, 



POUNDS. 

~ Under Section 5 of the Cattle Trec:pns'1 Ad tJl9 

followi!liJ' are fixed as the d,dly rates c1l1Ll' trealJle fur o ~ 

feeding aud ",atetillg impoundtld cattle viz:-
Elephn,llts Eight anlln<!. 

C 1Inei Ot' buff.do Two til III a8. 

J-Iot''le, mare, !;eldillg', POllY, colt, filly, 
mule, bull, bullock, cow, or llOifer. 

Calf, M$ Ol' pig 
Ham, ewe, sheep, lamb, goat, or kid 

} Olle auna. 

Six: pie". 
'l'hl ee pies. 

l\IISCE LLA N EOUS. 

Th .. llH'llll,clc, of 111c SlTllll ni"hict Romd nre 

'p('rtllitteti to dt,lW IIldl'I'..!"" nllllll.lIl{,C (.'1' ene!. j0111 tlt:'y 

nt ,l,e lIte of fOIlt' :11111:1<; Iwr IlIrll' h,v road alit! d'llll.lt~ 

~~"'()fld c'.I..,-; fill! \1\ I:lil IlIHTCl' Ule PI()\I1)lOU~ of 

CllculJ.r No. (jag d.tteu LOth Fcoluary 1887. 
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TSB dutie$ of,a .".rrator, however bl.lmble the the_ 
may be, are 130 complex: and his responsibilities SO 

trave that an apology would not ha.ve been out of place 
had the pretensions of the writer of these lines extended 
beyond an honest attempt at deliueatiLg, in the un
adorned language of truth, the cUrlously gl'otesque 
state of affairs in his native Municipality, If the bare 
fact of Lord Macaulay visiting the place of occurrence 
at Glencoe, or Victor Hugo spending a whole month on 
the outskirts of Waterloo could in vest their narrati ves 
with an air of unquestionable authority the following 
account, written in the very midst of the events to 
which it relates, by one, ",hom a pahcy of perfect non
interference had hithertofore taught to stand aloof and 
be a simple looker-on, may fairly claim the indulgence 
of a patient hearing. It is almost impossible for a 
rational being, endowed as he is with the faculties of 
feeling, willing and thinking, to hear the cry of oppres~
ed humanity, or see acts of injustice all around him, and' 
be in no way affected by them. The time, it is hoped, 
is c~me when, in the language of tbe Poet, 80mething of 
the kind attempted in the f~lowiAg pages is more than 

. 'OpPOl'tuuate-is im perati ve-and bekia.ra publicatiqn. 



RETROSPECT OF THE THREE YEARS 

OF 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

IN UTTARPARA. 

CHAPTER 1. 

CALM BEFORE A STORM. 

The early part of 1882 was a remarkably quiet and 
peaceful r,eriod. The litigious and quarrelsome people 
of U ttarpara were sleeping the sleep of soldiers after I 

the conclusion of a treaty of peace. The heads of t 
two rival factions, the Neris and Bianchis of J al 
village politics, had for a time been made to fo theit 
differences by a retiring Lieutenant-Governor, their 
adherents had had a temporary breathing s ce allowed 
them. The leader of one of the parties ving died a 
weaker man had installed himself in his place, but, 
finding his position rather iniec1:lre, had allowed 
himself to be temporarily place<' PAt the lner-ey of his 
rival. The younger generation r . .llU not care to notice 
so sudden a cessation of hOlt" !linea J tht:: ~ felt a 
little relief, though Q.na.ble tr J aceount for it; but ~t waa 
the old people alone w,bo sbrugg~' their ,~(>ulden .~d 
declared it a mighty b9 ~ omen. '{hough fra.~bt ,l1Vl\h , \ , 

\ 
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mischief, this brief interregnum may well be described 
as quite a bit of sun!:lhine, a refreshing oasis of peace 
and quiet 10 the dreary desert of party faction. 

CHAPTER II. 

A TREACHEROUS RAY OF LIGHT 

The July of 1882 saw the appointment of a non
official 'lati ve Chairman in the person of the leader of 
tIle I-\eaket, of the two factious, The intelligent section 
of the community at fir'st hailed thi<J concession as a 
highly dC'lirable step in ad vance, but they had not 
waited long before they bee;an to see the cloven foot. 
Misplaced power began to assume the form of tyranny 
and persecutions commenced with redoubled vigour. 
~he people stared and ga&ped at the abuses; grey-haired 
'se~ muttered, "we thought as much"; but young men 
unabr.,'l to contain themselves or keep a still tonguE' in 
their he\ds roared out their first "petition of -rights," 
emhodyin&\,a. prayer for the Elective Franchise. 

CHAPTER III 

FR~ ill1ND THE SCENES. 

For a w'hole year an a half the authorities wavered 
between !les and no. eanwhile conservatism had 
begun to look upon the new ovement with an evil eye 
and as subversive of pow€r. t\pprebensions of an over 
-ithrowended in a counter.pet~:-.t;ion condemning Local 
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Self·Government. The time, it was declared, had not 
yet uri ved for the ~pplication in Uttar para of the 
principle of election in the choice of the Commissioners. 

CHAPTER IV. 

OTHER DARK DEEDS. 

Placards, those effective instruments of retaliation 
that cowards make use of, how thick were they and 
how prolific! There were blackguarding, declaiming, 
traducin~ and what not. And not content with aU th,; 
caricatures, anonymous letters written to all trye ftSur 
winds and even the burning in effigy of the ad v~ates 
of Self· Government were had recourse to. Thi,S'made 
many a young man's bread bitter to them and' cut the 
poor petitioners to the quick. Strange to !Say, a few 
days after the wind had blown o\'er a graJidson of the 
Chairman laid some of his play-fellmys under deep 

obligations by distrihuting among theJil spare copies of 
the cRl'icaturell l 

CHAPTERrV, 

QUWK-f.tND. 

"The highe.st" says Go~e, " . .cannot be spoke!1, ("Jt' in 
words." So too are the J.'Owest. You cannot cl\)Dceive, 
far less describe, the st:ratagems and the ffi",'g;e-shifts of 
which baser clay is t;:ap~ble. The depthA'to which it 
can descend pass a'lt comp~ben8ioq.; . When, therefore, 
in 1884, an inqui'rY wa,Jleld l>y ~ AUth~tie8 for ~he 
purpose of ascl'.;lrtaining'the ft'(>JilDgs MU! opinions of l~e 
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rate-paying public, men were not wanting to mab the 
bare-faced avowal of having signed the petition' under 
compulsion. This and similar other effective dodges 
took their~ desired 'effect, and the authorities were led to 
report to Government that the people of Uttarpara. were 
not up to the mark. This ray of hope did not 188t 
long, and the sand-bank on which the enemies of Self
Government had ca"'t anchor proved treach~rou8 after 
a while. The passing of Act III. of 1884 saw the ex· 
tension of Self-Government to Uttarpara. Vive l'Impera
trice' Vlve Lord Ripon, 

CHAPTER VI. 

WOfO BUT LOST' 

We have seen that the petitioners did not altogether 
draw a blank" The Act enjoined the appointment of 
four Commissioners and the election of eight, but re
served to the Loatl Government the power of appoint
ing the Chairman. \ Uttar para was thus given a place 
in the 2nd Schedule of the Act. 

MODUS 0 ERANDI. 

The 1,&norant rate-payers 10 ked at each other and 
asked, 'Wltt~t are we going to have?' Young enthu
siasts held ope1>:t-air meetings and e~ sayed to educate the 
masses to a sense 0)f their rights an d privileges. The 
Chpirman's trusted cl'lt)nies caD \'8ssed 'otes in aJI direc
tv/ns, soiicitoU8 about marking a monopo of Municipal 
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Government. The palm of dependant(: were oiled; 
Bome were made to forego their homes and keep away 
for & time, others were threatened with ejectment, nay 
even ostraoism. Some were <rtluded )vith promises of 
remissions, others were given small sums as earnest 
money. In fine, the manceuvrcs were sqch as threw in 
'to shade the heroes of Trafalgar and Waterloo. The 
great mora! difficulty having been tided over with the 
aid of the doctrine of the end san~tifying the means, 
the question as to whether those means should be fa' 
or foul was disposed of per saltum, without refer' g 
to Conscience. As had been expected the coup de ain 
ans~ered well, and the General Elections of IJ-84 re
turned a pretty strong rank and file in fav,(lr of the 
Chairman. These, re-enforced by the foul appointed 
Commissioners, constituted the entire "Board. 

CHAPTER VlII. 

DIVISION IN TIlE CA:MP, 

The following divisions, that hf,l.d their origin' in party 
faction and have therefore , tl!xisted from the very 
formation of the Board, .wiU; it is . hoped, materially 
elucidate the mystery 01 the unvaried success of the 
party in power :-

DIVUIO. 1, 

Chairman an4 eight 
Com~1 
elected awl '1 .. 
pointed. 

DIVino. ' S. 

One appointed' Com
~er. De1ltral flO far 
as party. is concerned; 
but generally Biding 
with diviaioJl N~. 2, on 
impQttant quelltione\ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

COMPLETE MASTER OF TH~ SITUATiON. 

The first meetinO' of the Commissioners, held on the 
.. <::) 

3rd day of Marcfl 1885, saw the election of a friend of 

the Chairman's us Vice-Chairman of the Municipality. 

CHAPTER X. 

A HYGIENIC PROBLEM SOLVED. 

'\ A weaithy family, unfortunately opposed to the 
CfMirman's facthn, on coming to reside in the im medi~ 
atf' "meighbourhood of the local Trenching ground 
applie~ to the Municipality for its removal, at the same 
time promising to give away lands for the purpo~e. The 
Commissioners (at least the happy knot forming the 
majority) affJer due deliberation resolved to plant a few 
trees along the road to keep off the nuisance. Admirable 
contri vance 1 1 

CHAPTER XI. 

Abi ANOMALY. 

On the one hand all th\e water-spouts projecting on 
the drain of the Atitbari 1ah,e from the house-top of the 
poor widow of the late DI~<{ambur Sadhkhan were 
broken down on the ostensible plea of keeping the lane 
fl'om erosion, and that solely Qe~use the unfortunate 
woman happens to be a tenant' '0£ the head of the 
faction opposed to the Chairman. OIl the other hand 
n~t only a.ll the water-spouts proj{'cting on the 
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Bama Charan Banerji's Street 
house of the late Barna Charan Banerji, wi , 
(peace be to his soul!) was a trusted a.d viser of he 

Chairman, allowed to be kept in tact, ltut _ the road was, 

onry the other day, repaired and provisions mlcle for 
its protection, all, be it said, at the e!pens~ of the 
'Municipality! 

"Ah, where then, where shall poverty r,'ide, 

To e~cape the pressure of contiguous pride"? 

CHAPTER XII. 

HOW ' THE RATE-PaYER'S MONty 18 SPENT 1 

One Babu Kaibs Chandra M~k!larji, with a view to 
prevent the fishes of his pond, in Barna Charan Banerji's ~ 

Street, from finding their way through the ~n that 
discharges itself into it, applied to the M~nfcipality tOl 

permisblOn to buttress up the northerlY' and southern 
extremities of the west;f.:n side of -llis pond. After 
months and months ~f waiting and suspenii'~, be 

erected two buttr~ss~ , and ban~ the two ape!tures, 
which he left tor, \he free piiSe.ge of water, with 
iron gratings. s to the petition, it was after
wards deposed an Court tha.t it had been disposed of 
with the mys~ri()Usly laconic expression, "No order." 

I And, what \'It:1.s the ).tesult ( The gentleman was served 
with a notjce to pull down the buttresses, IJ.nd, on his 
non-ooIUyiiance on the ground of a swict observance 
of th\' Act, was dragged to Court and fined for 

b 
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isobedienoo of orders. This was not all. Th~ 
hole amount of law-charges, for the accuracy of which 

th writer cannot vouch, but which must have been 
som thing near fiRs. 300, was met from out the hard
ellrne~ money of the poor rate-payers. This is Self
GovernI11ent with a vengeance! 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Chef d' reuvre. 

lP Mondle Street ttcre are two godowns and a Mill. 
The godowns barbour bones, the iron jaws of the 
Mill crush them to dust. The formflr constitute a 
Golgotha, the latter is a monstrous blending of the 
boa-constrictor a.nd the dragon-they all cow bine to 
make a Moloch, that demands from rate-payers the 
sacr~~ Religion, a thing than which there is 

~mg deru:er. 
, 

Twelve years before, the lands on which tl.e bony 
spectre now stands were occu~d by rustic homes. The 
year 1880 saw the completio of the structures, and 
since ,then these lifeless brick- I J-mortar skeletons of 
the monster had been confronting t,. kies and throwing 
their lonely and tenantless ~hadows ",n the still waters 
of the rivulet, till at an 'evil hour, in theyear 1883, some 
alien mammon-worshippers infused life {nto them and 
set the monstrous mechanism a-goi.,ng. $ones began 
to be,imported and exposed in large heaps in tqe open air. 
The neighbouring people looked with terror a,~d amaze
ment at the su\},den starting into life. of this deadly 
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Moloch, and ran first to the Press and afterwards to the 
town Corporation for rescue; but, a.las the Press 
heeded them not, and their brethren of the Board, they 
whom they had elected only a few mOJaths ago, satisfied 
themselves with laughing a. bitter laugh at .,.hat they 

called the folly of their constituents. liPt...f?ng after 
this, the old high-priest was iupplantec ~ a new 
one, and, under pretence of extending PA't vi of the 
Municipal ~ct, the Commissioners, in spite of the out
cry raised by suffering humanity, anJ fllspite "of the 
dictates of their reaf>on and consltienee stooped ~ 
sacrifice the time- honored traditioDi; of their cquntry, 

and trampl(> on the beliefs of their fOrefiltbers by 
harbouring this leviathan of monertrocity in le heart 
of a populous part of the town ~A license w s granted, 
but, to throw oil on troubled 'Waters, a proIJ61Se of with

drawing it in case the miliproved a nui~nce wa.s lit!,~ 
out to the sufferers ! 

~I"--"""""_ / 

HAPTER ,JOV. 

NTREMB'r 'NOUVELLE. 

The philosoph r could live in a tub, the poor can 
live in huts, e rich cannot do without mansions, 

Tub, hut an~ mansion represent social scales, The 
first indicate's indifference to bodily wants, the seconn 
poyeny, the last luxury,-they all combine to prl)ve 
a n~}ty. There is, moreover, this ditference: The 
first, brng a positive self-infliction, fi~ds favour only 
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WJ~CyniCS of Diogenes' st.amp; the second, because 
falli rr to -the lot of most people, has no tempta.tions 
to oft r ; the last, because enjoyed by a few is not 
only cavetted by.many, but becomes an eye-sore. In a 
street, cfi,istened after one of Babu Manahar's servants, 
one of sU"Q big mansions is building. Two out of 
the thrAPj( locks of which the building is made up 
had been ct ~lete at the time the owners went to live in 
it.\ The third ~lock is still in course of ereftjon. The 
M u ici?ality chuckled at the prospect of reaping a 
plenfful harvest, ltnd forthwith hall the house assessed 
by on wholly unco'lnected with it. But, on the owner's 
objectiorr to the ussf:.~sment, a Review Committee were 
appointeC\. to re-asset'S the house. After one or two 
sittings, i\{od knows ",."" re. the Committee thol\'g'ht it 
proper to r\~uce the assessed rates by Rs. 50. The 

. 9~s thereu on went to C~~rt, and the Members form
ing the said Cal ~ittpp were ~liged to ml'\ke the avowal 
of having followed no standard in rec,,)l1mending the 
remlSSlOn. The case, however, was dismissed, and 
Municipal victory was ,proclaime~ by a loud salvo of 
bombs .. 

CHAPTER XV. 

AN INSTRUMENT OF TORTURE. 

The hand, that strikes the blow, does not feel what 
it is to receive it, or it would be sparing in dealing it. 
The sword infiipting a wound and the limb r;;eiving it 
are two differeD'\, entities. The boys in. the Fabi~ who 
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pelted srones at the frogs, could not r€alise the predica
ment of their unfortunate victims, or they;voula have 
desisted from their cruel sport. Every ,~me of these, 
therefore, has his own excuse to IIlIFe. But what 
plausible justification can there be of tqe persistent 

I 

efforts on the part of the Municipality to 'impose fresh 
burdens on people whose financia1,ppsition-has not been 
unknown to them? The Com",rssioners, we 1llean a 
majority or'them, know, to th~ OW!! bitler cost, what 
it is to pay taxes, and yet thiy did nat scruple'in the 
beginning of last year tOij apl/. to the Local Government 
to extend to their Muni . Jalit..y ' certaitr provisions of 
Part VI of the Act. 'f l)ro'r~8ions of Sec. 222 were 
complied with, and th ,~n~n.ry l'JIw-payers rose one 
mornin~ to find thp .!Ives liable to tu-.lce out licenses. 

'" ---Objections were f~>1'''rlth preferred, remonstruliLub 
against certain irr)~uhrities and even illegalities in 
the proceedings of/ the Commissioners, but the Divi
sional authority, 'while acknowledging the weight of 
their arguments, did not think it proper to interfere. 
The result wa~' a series of law-suits, ending in fines, 
harassing to a/fe'l1. but death to the many. 

CHAPTER XVI. . 
PECCADILLOS. , 

• 1. The Construction of drains in a town is a Con-. . . 
summationT:<ievoutly to be wished; their coustruction 
in certain lucky quarters only i.s objectiol)&ble; their. 
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cons~uction in front of the dwelling houses of few 
fortun\te friends is a Sin. 

2. Recusant rate-payers may deserve punishment, 
but to dr~g their' wives to Court, especially when they 
belong to the priestly caste, is cruelty curdled into 
the worst form of Sin. 

\ . 
3. ~imple negMct of duty is delinquency, but 

when it invQI\¥es the sa~ri£.ce of other men's interests 
it becomes a Sin. 

4. He who cannot he~r what the world says is 
physically deaf. He who W"'"'-' - 1 not hear what some poor 
men say is morally cleaf. :P "sical deafness, because 
it is a Providentii'l curse, is at "mity; moral deafness, 
becausf' it_ l'(.,weeds from man h 'Olf, is a Sin . 

. CHAPTER XVII. 

ANALOGIES. 

The popular mind has a touch of JIlercury in it, 
and like mercury it is susceptible of cpa nge. A leabt 
breath of wind affects it. The younger f,'ection repre
sents the mercury in the column, the ohler\ section the 
mercury in the bulb. The latter expands, the former 
indicates. 

The people resemble a sea. A speck of cloud is 
enough to ruffle its surface. The whole mass feels the 
commotion, takes part in it, becomes perturbed, but the 
surface only indicates its roughness. 'Tis Law keeps 
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a turbulent people within reasonable bounds; I'tis the 
earth cries unto the rough sea: .. Thus'far shalt thou 
go, and no further." The sea, when ruffled, moans 
n:poIi the shore ; the people when otfended look up 
to Law. 

CHAP'l1lR XVIII. 

SlGNS'm. mSeoNTENT, ~ 
A year and a b~tt '~f ~r,uJ~}was enough to un

settle the popular mind. The towIls-people, unlike men 
of the laissez jai,·(j scho~l, grew restless under the in
cubus . . They felt uneas"" groaned, muttered, grumbled, 
even, at times, shriekecl Persecuted, harassed, exaspe
rated, ..P4y, done to de h, they at last railled round the 
stannard of Unity, 11; n~ '.cd a month or so beforb. 

CHAPTER XIX'. 

YOV'TH vrs. AGE. 

Unfledged stdplings have too much of gun-powder 
in their c.ompoJ,tion. Instead of looking before leaping 
they jump at a thing unmindful of consequences. This 
gun-powder element originates in school, continues in 
College, and disappears at the Desk, the Bench, and the 
Rar. In fact, it flies off in smoke p.s soon as the battle 
of life begins in earnest. Discrimination dawns at 20, 

j 

and, at, 25, settles down into pru~ence. Prudence, 
when sliblimated becomes Wisdom. This rule does not 
however, apply to genius and precocity. Chatterton 
and Akbar were prodigies, and are therefore exceptions. 


