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At foit,y, a Bengali thinks of having -a house to him
self. At forty~five, he gets grand-children about his 
knees. At fifty-five, he retires from service and turns a 
village politician. \ It is in the field of politics that he is 
brought face to face with his younger adversaries, 

• 
Old and new world ideas clash with one another, and 
generate disrespect in the young and hate in~ the old. 
The old and the young a.~e the two poles of society, 
the one constantly making for the frigid zone, the other 
for the meridian. The reason of their differer.ces is 
not far to seek. The young consider the old as effete, 
and the old consider the y(lung\~s intruders. The latter 
would not let the former assert' veir rights by stepping 
into their shoes. They are char ~I)f leaving the world 
to inexperienced hands, and cat. ,~ bear the idea of 
having to retire before their time. The young, on the 
contrary, are ready ,to pay their elci"lrs every respect, 
provided they quietly make room fo) them, provided 
also they do not, in their usual way, sit in the seat 
of the scornful and deride their acts. The whole thing 
therefore resolves itself into a contest hI. tween conser
vatism on the one hand and radicalism on the other. 
Broad ideas are hated by narrow ideas and are hated 
by them in turn: this, in fact, is the struggle Of 
progresR ! 

Then again, nature is . al wa ya after change. Change is 
the law, monotony the exception. The young~ in de
manding a change, but obey a law <>f nature.', The 
theor.Y of tre "survival of the fittest" is no myth. It 
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implies not only physical, but mornl and intellectual 
fitness. The strong, the good, and the wise are sup
planted by the stronger, the better, and the wiser. ODe 
race dies out~ another steps in. "TlJe old order," so 
sin8s the poet, "changeth, giving place to new." In 
the commonwealth of God, the Pal'liam~nt of Nature, 
the old regime is being constantly voted out, and the 
new regime voted in. Such being the case, the demands 
of the young are not improper. To us at least it 
seems desirable that, to avoid mutual jealousy, there 
ought to be fixed a certain age at which men, with 
crow's feet about their eyes, should abdicate the world 
in favour of men of 25, and surrender their judgment 
to their soaring intelligence. 

CHAPTER· XX. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 

We have said that the old, as a rule, are rather 
apathetic. They want to be moved towards It certain 
direction; but, once stirred up, they seldom flag or 
stop midway. All that they want is fire, a tendency' 
to be ready always and on the wing at a moment's 
notice. But that want, however, stands them in good 
stead, for it guards them from doing thmgs by fits and 
starts. There would have been no French Revolution 
had the popUlation of France consi;ted wholly of grey
haired men~ The young lead the way, the old fallow. 
Every undertaking, however, in order to be successful, 
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ou.ght to bear the stamp of age. Youth seldom com· 
mands' respect. Age has certain charms about it, and 
carries great weight. One grey-hair is worth fifty 
black ones. "Ti13, we repeat, for the young to lead, to 
do, and, if necessary, to die martyrs; but 'tis the old 
men on whOlIl devolves the duty of keeping young 
energies and young impulses within bounds. The rear 
is as useful as the van, nay sometimes more so. The 
conjunction of grey-hairs and black is therefore a happy 
consummation. 

The Hitakari Sava, a remarkaLly hibh-sounding 
but do-nothing institution, had died a Sati with the late 
lhbu Haj Kissen Mukharji. The People's Association 
t.oo, like so many C1'oatureQ of a day, that Rport':n the 
sun for a few short hours, then drop down :1nci die, had 
already lived two years and some months, and was gaBp
ing for breath. Thcro was, in fact, a chasm, a void, a 
vacuum so far as the field of Politics was concerned. 
Public opinion too had begun to stagnate, and popular 
feeling, unable to find vent, stood like a vulcano without 

..a crater. After all, it was an opportune moment for a 
public body to start into life, take the field, and give 
vent to the lava of popular discontent. 

OH ... <\PTER XXI. 

A PAIR OF SUSPICIOUS EYES. 

The old carp at the doings of the young, no matter 
what they be. And yet, when early in June, 1885, a 
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bandtof young enthusiasts, devoted to the cause of their
country and their God, founded a confraternitJ", and 
styled it the Uttarpara Union, there was not only no 
lack of grey-hairs to lord it over them, but so many as 
one hundred of them joined their ranks. It was the 
Municipal Chairman alone (glory be to him in the 
highest !) who, of all grey·haired men, bot merely pre
ferred to stand aloof, but imprecated. bit his lips, and 
even./retted and foamed at the 'very name of this un

fortunate public body, To him the horizon hence
forward seemed to be thick with coming rivals. 

No wonder, therefore, that the Uttal'para Union 
should overlay the poor Chairman like a night-mare. 
nis l1Iin d lo'St its equanimity and his eyes the blessings 
of sleep. In suppo~t of this statement we feel drawn 
to remark that, when out of ~ompliment to his age and 
his monopolised Chairmanship a letter was written to 
him, a::.king hi& co-operation, he vented his spleen by 
throwing it ::may and even spitting OIl it in a regular 
,Jewish fu::.hion. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

A CONSOLA'l'ION. 

The fate of every departure/rom the existing order 
of things is persecution, Socrate~ Christ, and Galilio 
wandered out of the beaten traci;: and were porsecuted. 
The Uttnt'para lTnion) to compare gl'f'[tt things with 
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small, wa.s in itl!! own humble way, found guilty or a 
similar offen~ by a. few Municipal philistines, and was 
made the butt of titlicule and censure. The young 
enthusiasts, nothing, daunted, shrugged their shoulders, 
twirled their moustaches and said, '1 Well, we sha.re it 
with very good company." 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

PERSECUTTONS IN OTHER QUARTERS. 

It was about this time that the operation of Part 
vi. of the Municipal Act commenced, and the people 
dealing in straws, Kerosine oil and other inflammable sub
stances, and notably the potters as a dass, began to have 
a very bad time of it. People owing allegiancq ,to the 
party opposed to the Chairman's ~ere fined, harassed 
and persecuted in every. possible way. The Commis
sioner of the Division, on being appealed to, gave the pet
tioners to understand that their objections, though valid 
could not be taken into consideration by reason of their 
being out of season. The poor sufferers were thus left 
in the lurch and would have been driven to the verge 
of abandoning their homes if it were not for the timely 
service rendered them by the U ttarpara Union. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

How NEPOTISM RAN AGROUND. 

Nephews are dear to their uncles; rich nephews 
the more so. The cha.irman has a rich nephew, who 
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ia ~herefore doubly d-ear to him. This rieh nephew, 
be it said in justice to him, has a liking for horses And 
carria~s and in an 'e\'il hour, purchased a landau, which 
people, happening to be on the main ~oaa of the town 
of an after.noon, may sec. The possession of this 
tandau and a pair of greys naturally generated .. 
desire to have the street in front of his flouse widened. 
Advantag~ was taken of his ow.~ position as a Zemi. 
aar and Municipal Commis~ioner, and of the position 
of his Chairman uncle, and an application was sub
mitted to the Commissioners fit a meeting for permis
sion to pay the costs of acquiring lands for the purpuse. 
The Commissioners, thanks to their far-sightedness, 
declined to grant permission until the applicant 
saw ftis way to modify his concessions to the extent 
of promising to pay the whole amount of law-charges, if 
any were incurred. The qu~stion, as was to be ex· 
pected, met the approval of the blessed majority, and, 
in spite of the loud protests alike of the aggreived and 
the Uttarpara Union, the usual declaration was gazet
ted and preparations were made for the acquisition. 
On the illegality however being pointed out the Local 
Government was pleased to cancel the declaration, stating 
it as its reason, that as "no declaration for the acquisition 
of land shall be made unless the compensation for such 
land is paid from the public r~venues or out of some 
Municipal fund or by a company,"-and as "in the pre, 
sent case the compensation is not to be paid !from any 
of these sources, the Lieutenant Governor is ad vised 
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that the land in question cannot be acquired under 
the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act." The 
eyes of the mover and his uncle were thus opened, and 
the latter lost ,no time in finding a royal road to suc
cess. The mistake was forthwith rectified by offering 
to pay' the costs of the proposed acquisition from 
Municipal funds, and the local G0vernment was effec. 
tually moved in the matter of publishing a fresh de
claration. The writer of this short narrati'/e is candid 
enough to confess his inability to cope with the require
ments of the occasion, or he would have gladly under
t.1keu tu Jl.t'l\.xibe the light in which this piece of Muni
cipal injustice was takPn by the public and the sensa
tion it created in the town. Suffice it to say, that even 
women did not scruple to CUl'se and imprecate 'th~ ori
ginators of this monstroU'3 idea. To the writer of 
these line'> it seemed that the Municipality was bent 
upon going back to the old days of Mohamcdan mis
rule and lawlessness! 

CHAPTER XXV. 

A t close qua?'terB. 

We have been lhat th'! younger generation ib tIlt: 
crater through which the lava of popular discontent 
finds vent. We have rtlso seen that a time comes, late 
or early, no matt('l', when a strict adherence to tne 
policy of indiiferent do-nothingism becomes impracti
cable, and when eVen the most apathetic df men find 
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it difficult to sit complacently without being in the 
least affected by the wanton caprices of licensed power. 

The Uttarpara Union had, in the-most courteous 
manner. asked the Chairman of the 'Municipality to 
join its ranks, had requested him to furnish it with 
copies of certain records of the Mupicipality, had looked 
upon the local Trenching ground .as a source of intoler
able nuisance, had denounced the bone-mill as a mon
strocity, had espoused the cause of the Female School 
street sufferers, and, in faet, had h'ied in every possible 
way to ~onvince the Municipal authoritie" that they 
ought to be on better term'! with the rate 'payers and the 
rate-payers that they ought to he a little more mindful 
of therr legal rights. But when the Chairman, in the 
pride of hi'! power, din not flO much:1" (l(\i~n to look down 
upon them from the height at Lis'municipal aerie and even 
so far forgot himself as to choo'le to call the two hundred 
and eighty-five members of whom that public body is 
composed" a happy family group" the pride of the 
younger gl:'ncration was wounded and their blood began 
to boil. The immediate result of so deliberate an affront 
was a monster meeting attended by 4 to 5 hundred rate
payers, at which one of the speakers gave expression to 
his feelings somewhat in the following vehement 
strain :-

"I say, th€refore, that my duty-why, my duty, 
"the duty of my colleagues-to-day is one of grave 
" accountableness. We take the responsibility of de~ 
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"fending the people, but, in going to give practical 
"effect to our professions, we run the risk of striking 
"our heads against the rock of conservatism. You, 
'~men of UttarJlara, have been coming to us daily 
"and even hourly, and complaining about this thing 
"and tbat, and we, who profees to bring relief to 
"the oppressed have been knocking at the doors of 
"the authorities and receiving for reply an obdurate 
" 'not at home.' By a mysterious irony' of fate we, 
" 280 representatives of the people, have at last been 
"driven by obloquies and in8n1t1'1, repeated too often 
"to be brooked, to absume an attitude of defence and to 
., mobilize all our power'3 of expression for the purpose 
" of condemning the hostile attitude of a smaller body 

1-

,. of the people's representatives, which, like the Govern-
" ment of Louis Nepolcan, has forgotten the source from 
"which it has derived its power and authority, and is 
,. now bent upon planning a municipal Coup d'Etat. 
" The gauntlet i9 thrown, and honor demands. that we 
~. should take it up and descend into the arena. The 
"duty of defending the weak, the oprres~ed, and the 
., fa.llen is and will ever be ours. We therefore fail 
"in duty when we refuse to stir ourselves, knowing full 
,. well that tu us, United Uttarpara, the way to success 
"is as easy as the .way to market. Let us therefore 
"appeal to the local "representative of Her Britannic 
"Majesty's government, and wait to see how, with 
" Scylla on the onp hand and Charybdis on the other, 
" the shi p of state steers I 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE COMBAT DEEPENS. 

The next meeting unanimously approved a draft 
memorial to His Honor the then Lieutenant Goveroor, 
in which His Honor's attention was drawm to the 
following among other irregularities in t~e management 
of Municipal affairs in the town. of Uttar para :-

, 
1. Go to the Municipal Office at any hour 'of 

the day. and, ten to one, you will not find the clerks 
there. Ask the Collecting Sarkar, who may be some
times found there, for any t·acord, and you will be told 
outright that it is with the Chairman at his house. 

! -, 

2. It is necessary to have an Office establishment; 
but wrlen that item swallows up a good portion of th,e 
total income it requires looking intI). 

3. Take a garry and drive round the town-
• Firat have a look at the "Chowrangee quarters', 

where the Chairman Ii ves, and through which the hig 
swells are occasionally driven; then please hurry on to 
the south, and on your way mark every street, and ponti, 
aha 'Illne and alley, and then draw a comparison. 

4. If you ha \fe leisure at any time during the 
rainy, months, pleaSE: have a look at the western-mQst 
portion of the town, and you will have an idl'la of how 
people, ~n live in houses actually fi<J3ting on water. 

5. There are only two public latrines but no 
urinale; and yet people are fined every now and then 
for caQ8ing nuisance. 

d 
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,6. The incidence of tMtation. per head of the popu
lation 'of this' Earthly Paradise,' is Re. l-t.I,-more 
than what the financial condition of the generality of 
rate-payers justifes. 

7. Thp. overgeer is a factotum, a veritable jack
of-aU-trad'es. One finds in him the OVerSef'f, plus the 
registrar of births and deaths, plus the contractor, plus 
the Dispensary clerk, in fact, the living sum of half-a
dozen sinecures. 

8. The dispensary is more a source of profit to 
the municipality than a charitable institu.tion. There 
are oft"n more dying men in the morrlbund room than 
convalescents in the hospital. In fact, it is a proof of 
how benevolence can be perverted to the :Dockery 
of a name. 

9. The Honorary Magistrates, with only one excep
~ion, are Chairman's men, and, with the exception of two, 
are capital scholars and lawyers. They have bet;ides 
been ruling the Bench from when time was born. 

It took the Chairman a good number of months and 
about four score thickly printed pages of foolscap to 
get these charges answered by God knows whom; and 
it pleased the local Government to inform the Uttar para 
Union in reply that "the affairs of the Uttarpara 
Municipality are efficiently conducted." The Memo
rialists, we arc told,' quietly submitted to the decision 
of the authorities and only grumbled out. "Well the 
difference is one of degree only. Our idea of efficienoJ' is 
a little too refined, and hence this seeming incongrmty.'" 
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CHAPTER XXVIl 

T1tI: PHILOSOPHY OJ DESPAIR. 

The gun-powder element, we hav~ referred to, was 
to'l~ched to the quick. One of the young men, by way 
of consolation, read out to his compeers the following 
extract from George Elliot's Middlemar<!h:-. 

" We mortals, men and women, devour many a 
disappoint~ent between break·fust and dinner time; keep 
back: the teat'S and look a little pale abput the lips, and 
in 81nswer to inquiries say. 'Oh nothing I' Pride helps 
us ; and pride is not a. bad thing when it only urges as 
to bide our own hurts, not to hurt others." 

'I'h~ rEtS-ding over, some one from among the assem-
bly was heard to roar out, 

"----on younder E!arth, 

Fulsehood now trumphs i deadly power 

Has fixed its seal upon the lip of truth 1" 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

RELIGION VB. LA.W, 

In a civilised country law is the la!1!t resource, law
courts the last great strongholds. When simple appeals 
fail legal remedies are sought fo'. The Mondle street 
men ho.d gr.own tired of their noxwus neighbour, the 
bene-cru8h~ng Monster, and had tried their hands at all
sorts of remedies, but when everyone of those reme
dies failed they betook tc..elllJ$elves to Law. The 
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Sub~Divisional Offi-oer of Serampur, to whom the COl11· 

plaint. were made. declined to take any action in the 
matter before satisfying himself as to the existence of 
the nuisance. A day was accordingly fixed, and the 
mill.my-ners, thanks to their endeavours, succeded, with 
the aid of the Municipal Overseer and the coolies, in 
gi ving their Golgotha an air of cleanliness and keeping 
the mill stopped for two or three consecutive days. 
These 'precautionery steps were enough to convince 
the Sub-Divisional Officer that the nuisance complained 
of was It myth. He accordingly dismissed the case 
as a purely vexatious one. In less than no time 
the sufferers were aO'ain driven to file a fresh com· o 

plaint, and it pleas('d the Sub· Di visional;! C?fficer 
to summon the witnesses for the prosecution to give 
evidence before his Worship in tis camp at Dwarhatta, 
about 28 miles from Uttarpara. As proof of the dis
gust with which people look upon this irreligious mons
trosity, we may state here that so many as twenty 
gentlemen of position volunteered to undergo the 
fatigues of the journey, the scorching rays of a tropical 
sun and the want of conveyance notwithstanding. The 
tria.l, though conducted in the absence of the accused, 
ended in their favour, but on the aggrieved moving the 
Hon'ble High Court the case was remanded for a retrial. 
This time, however, all~ the forms of legal routine were 
observed, and the accused cited among others a learned 
representative of the medical profession and the Chair· 
man of the Municipality. The former with his labelled 
bottles tr.ied to prove that bone-dust does not dttfile the 
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watIer 01 the neighbouring tanks; the latter salved hi8-
conscience as best he could with an open verdict in ravour 
of the miU...owners. But strange to say, the deposition, 
given in.solemn affirmation, by nearly a·dozen gentlemen 
of culture and respectability, who, by the way, were all 
led alike by personal experience and regaJ."d for their re .. 
ligion to volunteer their services in condemning the 
Bone-mill, was weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. The Joint Magistrate took the Chairman's 
words as Gospel truths, and dismissed the suit, to the 
utter sorrow of orthodox Hindus, the mortification of 
the complainants and the great exultation of the mill
owners. The sufferers, however, thinking it so much 
waste o£..energy and purse to appeal to criminal justice 
as administered in this country, began to despair of 
finding redress at law-courts., They accordingly got 
up a memorial and had it signed by hundreds of rate
payers, but put off sending it in view of a coming re
volution in the Municipal Board. The confidence they, 
in common with their countrymen, place in the noble 
assurance of protecting their religious belief from being 
outraged vouchsafed to them by their Gracious Sovereign 
in the Magna Charta of 1858, has been the one great 
instrument of buoying up their sinking spirits. 

cry. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE PROBLEM THEORfi'lCALLY SOLVED AT LAST. 

To anlbow .void removing the Trenching grouocL 
Let theTnmehiag ground swt$rers raise a hoe aml 
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. Let, the Deputy Saaitary CommiSiioBel' p'rOD98Det 
it, " a ,da.ngerou8 site" aDd let h;im., ,4 recommead that a 

site farther away from human habitatioWi sMuW be 
~ho8en". '" 

Dill as much as you can to thro-w' eold water' on the 
sufferers' complainta, aud convrnee tbe authorities that 
they are Ul humbug. ' 

The Trenching ground will remain where it is, at 
least during the Chairman's tenure of office. 

Because the Joint Magistrate, after repeated refur.a! 
to entertain the case, comes down one morning and. 
inspects the Trenching ground, 

And asks the Chairman to MTange for its ~m,oval ; 

it becomes necessary to remove it; But fullest 
advantage is taken of the 'law's delay'; 

It takes some time to appoint a committee for the 
purpose of selecting a. site, some more time' to deposit 
money, acquire land, and so forth; 

Therefore the end is gained. 

Wherefore the removal of the tren-ching-oground is 
delayed. Q. E. F. 

CHAPTER XXx. 
How PETER WA~ &OBBl!:D AND PAUL WAS PAID. 

In 1879, Mr. Carstairs, the then official Chairman 
of the Milnicipality, determilled that an encMachment 
had been made 00 the so.uthern aide of, the ' Kalipur 
Road by a buttress erected by one Babu Chundra 
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Narayan Chaterji, and asked the then Vice-Chairma!l to 
place the matter before the next m.eetiug. Tiro Mu
nicipal reoords show that the papers" were laid before 
too meeting," but that no reElalution was come to. In. 
course 0£. time however, as Mr. Carstairs had appre
hended, the effects of erosion began to be felt, and the 
Municipality felt the necessity of 'Yidening the Strt'et by 
acquiring land along its other side. The owner objected 
to the acquisition, but his objections went for nothing, 
and the lands were taken possession of by cutting down.. 
about a dozen trees, all of them a century old. 

CHAPTER XXXI . 

... How LIP LOYALTY EblDED IN SMOKE. 

The Celebration of Her Majesty's Jubilee engaged 
the a.ttention of the Chairman ,during the early part of 
last year, and a meeting of the Commissioners was con
veJled for the purpose of determining the best way of per
pet~ting the memory of 80 a1lspicious an event. One 
of the Commissioners having, however, pointed out th~ 
necessity of consulting the opinion of the rate-payers 
o.n a mattjr affecting their own purses, a ~neral 

Meeting of the rate-payers was held, and resolutions 
were come to but no practical effect wa9 given them. 
Among other things a ghat in the Vice-Chairman'! 
quarter8 was proposed ,to be built. But a few chirag8 by 
way of illumina.tion, and a Sankrityan party organised 
by tfte Chairman, were all the tribute thm ",aunted 
parag,ou of a YtlwcipaHt, couki pay to the 51St. 
~v.erury of Her Majesty'. reign. 
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CRAnER XXXII. 

CHAGRIN AN]) ITS CoN9£QUENCIS. 

To get thwarted in every honest endeavour to be of 
service to those from whom power is derived, to have to 
sit in the Municipal office with the arms akimbo and 
the mind wandering, to bear indignities, tu see gross 
pieces of injustice done in open day-light a1.ld under 
colour:of legal right, to witness the sufferings of people 
without having the power of mitigating them, in fact, 
to be always in the minority, are more than what 
even the coolest of tempers and the most indifferent 
of men can afford to brook. It is, we say, a punish
ment, a regular infliction, to have to associate with 
men whose very presence is gall and womnwood. 
No wonder therefore that some of the Ce1!mis
sioners grew tired of t.heir offices and, even tried to 
-.void the unpleasantness of being made the laughiulr" 
stock of their stronger colleagues. ~lrom the beginni~ 
of last year, therefore, they began to ab8eDt·thelnselftfii 
from municipal meetings, and dout its mi.ddle ti~' 
them ceased to be commissioners under See. , ~"'_ 
the act. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 
( 

NiPPED IN TH1!: BUD. 

It was during this part of the year tbat tHe 'Chair:
m .. tried to introduce certain obno:ddfis tn~;ure8' bW , , 
his prl)j<.~s had the misfortune of taUing dead:bo\ln:. 
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ClLlPTJUt xXxtrr. 

IN"'CATlO'NS. 

The three Commissionerships hung va,eant for a 
gooa number of month~. 'Two of tbe~ had to be lil1eA 
up by elections, -and one by appoilltment. The day fixed 
for the bye-elections had to be changed, -for God knows 
what. As a preliminary step, tM Uttarpln'a Union, on 
behalf of tb.e rate-paying public,'applied fLlr registration 
of the names of about 100 men qualified to vote. The 
Chairman, in his usual way, (luestioned the right of the 
Union to constitute it::;elf "the spokesman of the 
people." But when the dlly for hearing voters' claims 
and objections came, so many as eighty persons were 
enlist.ed;-i~pite of the tooth-and-nail opposition made by 
the Chairman. This resistance, thus offered by the 
Chairman to the legitimate aspirations of the people, 
gave the Sub·Divisional Officer some idea of the motive 
that led the Chairman to be so very fastidious about 
gT8.nting the franchise. The Elective System has aU 
along been an eye-sore to him, and it was only natura 1. 
that he -B'hould look upon the expansion of the francllis6 
-a'S a sure Bign of his own overthrow. 

The U mon had ita. own candidates for the J,hree va
.:anciAi, the Chairman iOl' tWQ of them only. The bye. 
elections came off an the 19'~~ of September" under the 
pre8~ney of the Dy. 14a.gistraile of Serampar. TheM 
being .only' G:Q.e candidate for the !Vacancy in Wud No. !, 
~d ~ e{IIndidate put !Up by the t1 moo, rthe' lVlC&JlCf 
was disposed of without IJl1Kh eerGlony. The Chaiir-

t 
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man.'s candidate for the vacancy in Ward No.8 barely 
got a' proposer and a. seconder, but no one to vote for 
him. On a show of hands being demanded for the 
Union candidate' there was a regular forest of them in 
hiB favour. Two against 51-a decisive proof of the 
table being turned, and that, not only for a time, but 
for all time to come!!, 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE DIFFICULTY TEMPORARILY 'BIRKED. 

We have seen that the Chairman had ,his own 
candidate even for the vacancy in the nuinber ~f the 
appointed Commissione~s j but that candidate had to 
come away from the contest with his crest completely 
fallen, and his reputation damaged in to the bargain. 
The Secretary of the Union was appointed to fill up 
this vacancy. As regards the two bye-elections, how
ever, the writer is informed that the Chairman have, 
some how or other, contrived to get them cancelled as 
irregular and informal. In a town like Uttarpara, 
where factions reign supreme, no difficulty is felt in 
securing a good number of signatures; and a memorial, 
largely signed, has 'always some weight with the 
authorities. The Chairman has his own men to assist 
him with their signatures in emergencies likely that, 
and it is with the help of such men that he has suc
ceeded in turning the scales. 



( 38 ) 

OHAPTER XXXV. 

TilE BB.EWINO OF THE TEMPEST. 

The young men of the Union reaQ with exulta.tion 
the Notification in the Ca.lcutta Gazette, fixing the 21st 
December for holding Municipal Elections in:;tbeir 
town. They began to hold open:air meetings and ins
truct the rate-payers in matters plUnicipal. They went 
from house- to house, preaching the blessingsJof Jpeace 
and good-will. "You have for your representatives," 
they said, "men, who have not scrupled to harbour 
" monstrocities within a few yards of your sacred Hindu 
" homes; but it has pleased God to put an end to your 
"troubles by bringing to a close the three eventful 
U yeaors m- {.heir tenure of office. The time, therefore, is 
"come when your own interests and the interests of 
" your brethern demand that you should use your dis
" cretion in electing your nE'W representatives for the 
"Board." These and similar exhortations served to 
open the eyes of the rate-payers, who unanimously 
agreed to abide by the decision of the members of the 
Union in the matter of chosing their representatives for 
the Board. The Chairman and his nephew on the 
other hand sent out nugdees in all directions, for the 
purpose of intimidating the rate-payers, but learned to 
their utter mortification that th~ had been rather late 
in the field, and that the rate-payers had already been 
apprised of their duties-in short, that the policy of 
persuation 'bad triumphed over the policy of intimida
tion. 
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B.E-DI'~1B. 

The Sub·DivisionalOfficer once more visited the 
Mutiicij)al Office, and, in the tpeth of the opposition,. 
which the Chairman offered, so many as 20 to 25 men 
wete admitted mto the ranks of voters. Objections, 
taken with reference to the nomination of two of the 
candidates, were also rejected. On the Chairman, how
ever. presenting petitions from certain persons claiming 
to be registered as voters, a day was fixed, but, strange 
to say, the petitioners being mo~tly tenants of his 
nephew, the Chairman raised no objections, although 
it was pointed out to the Joint Magistrate by the 
Union that so many as 8 had already been enlifted and 
that over 7 had no claims. 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

THE BIVOUACIHNG. 

The Uttarpara Union had reasons to apprehend 
that main force would be brought by the Chairman's 
party to hear on persons who might express their 
unWillingness to vote for the Chairman's nominees. 
They accordingly spent the major portion of three or 
four successive nighta, immediately preceding ibe 
elections, in bivouacming. On the one band could be 
seen 1<0 or 12 members of the Union ~trol1ing the 
streeta till 9 or half-past 9 0' clook in the ewuing;. OR 

the other, two gomastas, two latials, and two DurwaDB, 
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iIa the employ m the'Qaitmaa and Ais nepU-f eo~'be
seen kaoeking at the aQlOft of altleping ry.ts, a.t' IJOID'e 

W6110ur of the nlg"*. The writer ol these page& feel 
drawn to reproduce the account furnished to him by 
-.n eye-witness, in which he has graphieaUy described 
the .tate of a1l'airs in the t()wn on the eleetioo day arHi 
the day previous. 

CHAPTER XXXVllI. 

TUB DAm'! OP AJlf EYB-WlTNlllSI. 

December eo, 1887. 

tf 6 A. M.-It is six in the morning. The weather 
is Bi~pl)"" ~chanting. I feel inclined to go out for 
a walk, the cold being such as makes it impossible for 
anyone to lie buried in quilts. On the way meet 
Bome of the members of the ~ Union in their lang 
travelling coats. They are evidently returning: from 
the Chakbali quarter. 

One of them comes up to me and whispers: 
'They are using threats, and the poor rate-payers 
are exasper&ted.1 'So much the better for your 
ca.use; I reply, and part company." 

I plunge into the Mondle street and" find it ab. 
solutely lonely. 

I then turD into the Chakbali .trwt, erose the 
f8.QlO\18 t>riQge, the construction of which is said tb 

hawe. eo&t higher Eogineeri:og skill than ~a.t of tlae 
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Solan; Aqueduct, alld more money tblln what the 
English had to pay for the Suez Canal. It's here that 
I find people assembled in groups of 4:, 5 or, in some 
places, more. While walking past these men one of 
them. says in loud whispers: "We hav't so much as 
one poor lamp-post, or one metalled road in all Chakbali, 
and yet they would send darwans almost hourly 
(with what face, God knows) and threaten us with all 
kinds of harassment if we do not vote for their men." 
"Yes," some one else from the crowd takes up the 
clue, 1\ and vote for one, who spends five months some
where in the North-west, and comes down, meteor-like, 
in the 6th, to avoid losing his Commissionership, under 
section 20." 

8 A. M.-On my way back meet -, who takes 
me aside and says, " If you happen to see - ask him 
in my name to assist me with a loan of - Rs., or I 
shall be hauled up to Court for Ra. - lowe -." 
I nod assent and depart. 

10 A. H.-Somebody enters my room in breathless 
haste and says: "There is to be a regular scuffle 
shortly on the Grand Trunk Road." I go out straight
way, and find one of the Union peons commissioned 
to mount guard objecting to a voter being forcibly 
carried away by Babu Manahar's darwans. Whils 
witnessing this rather odd spectacle, a man comes post
haste and delivers a message from the Secretaryenjoin
ing the guards to offer no resistance or do not.hing 
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that may tend to break tbe peace. The Darwan. go 
o1f with their unfortunate charge, and I with a heavy 
beart. 

2 P. M.-I hear the tramp of horses and the rattling 
of carriages. But the sounds melt away in the distance, 
leaving the large air filled with their echO • . 

5 P. M.-More sounds are -heard and more signs 
of activity seen. Three members of the Union are seen 
riding up and down the main streets in full gallop. 

S P. H.-See a carriage rattle past. In it recog
nise the Secretary and two of the members of the 
Union. -9 P. ~Another carriage in the north quarter 
with the Municipal Vice-Chairman and two or three 
others in it. . 

About this time some one looks in and says: 
"The Chairman has caused a telegraphic message to be 
sent to the Joint Magistrate of Serampur, complain
ing that a rival zemindar' 8 men are barricading the 
streets." 

10 P. M.-l take a fancy to see with my own eyes 
what is going on outside. The Chaturjec street is 
tolerably quiet. Some low whisperings are heard in 
the Ferry Ghat street. There is silence "deep as 
death" in the Chowkighata street. I have just ex
plored the quarters near the Railway lines. They seem 
to me deserted. 1 knock at the door of one of the 
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eottAg-. -One m the t.aale immatn ~ hID i. 
,ide in a low tone,: ' No hod,)' at ~.' .U I Woag 
to the Union H 1 said. The door opens ajar, and a JD8.Q, 

evidently awe· struck, thursts out his head and says: 
" Ab, 'tis you! I thought the brutal Darwans were 
come. We are firm as rocks. Count upon our meet
ing at 6, early tomorrow morning." 

HALF-PAST TEN.-A cry, a shriek, is h~ard towards 
the North. I scamper off towards the direction From 
which it has proceeded. A potter comes breathless and 
says: " Save me, they are setting fire t-o my cottage." 
" Who?" inquired 1. "The O''erseer and his brother, 
with a matcl} box in hand." "Why so," asked I. 
"Because," rejoined he, "I decline to vota £':>r the 
Vice-Chairman." Just at this time about a dozen 
constables arrive, and the offenders at sight of them 
take to their heels. 

11 P. M.-I return home and pa.;s an anxious 
night. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

THE GENERAL ELECTIONS 01!' 1887. 

Notes taken on the spob. 

1J etJIIfYIM'r ~ 1. 

I rise at 4-30' A. IL and 'Vemtnre out at 3-30. 
The streets are a.lready filled with <'Arriages and ~. 
The G:rand Tt'unk RQad i. all life and Ibuetle. A.bout 
~ carriages are running to a.d fro. ihe Libra1J'. 
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The Secretary, with the must~.roll in hand, ~ tlking 
~()te of every fresh arrival of voters. At 7, the- voters 
a.re counted~ and at half past, they are taken to tbe 
polling station-a miserable· looking place, hemmed in 
on all sides by houses of ill-fame. The Presiding 
officer sits with his face towards south, with the 
Chairman on the right and the. Sub-Divisional officer 
on the left. The Secretary to. the Union takes his 
position on ·the steps in front of the table. One of the 
members sits with the voters' list to take count of the 
votes. 

At 8 the elections commence. Of the two candi. 
da.tes for \Vard No.1, put up by the Chairman, one 
withdra\ts, leaving the other to take the fullest advant· 
age ;r the l'wo votes which every voter is entitled to 
give. The Secretary to the :Union takes a survey of 
the field and declares it a hopeless task to get both the 
candidates elected with thirty-nine voters in all, while 
the opposition has 26. One of the Union candidates 
accordingly withdraws, leaving the rest two candidates 
sole masters of the field, and the Sub-Divisional Officer 
declares them duly elected. 

Now come forward the voters of Ward No.2. 
The Chairman's candidate in addressing the asssmbled 
voters in Bengali says among otper things, " In giving 
your votes, do please take into consideration the age 
qualification." These words are followed by a groan and 
a hissing' from the multitude. A show of hands in 
fa,:"or of every candidate is called for. The hands 
raised in favor of the Chairman's cl\ndidates can be 
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codritea (in thefingerlr; tli~in faTtft" oftbe-Umon etndi~ 
date are a legion. The defeated candidate demands'; 
potlt whieh resUlts in his inglorious defeat, there being' 
onl>" 22 votes in 'his favor, and that by making evet1 
voter give his two votes to him. The Secretary to 
the union, who is a candidate for this'Ward, gets 82 
votes, and the otllel" Union candidate so many as 16. 
They therefore are declared elected amids~ deafening 
cheers. 

The voters of Ward No. 3 next come up. The 
Chairman's candidate, not satisfied with the show-of
·hands t!ytltem, demands a poll, but meets with a defent, 
having only 15 voters to give 80 votes to him. The 
Union candidates get 44 votes each, and ~r.e""deQlnred 

elected amidst loud cheering. 

The voter,a of the' 4t~ Ward come up at last, 
This time also the Chairman's candidate demands a 
poll, but gets only 29 votes. The two Union candi. 
dates get 63 and 61 votes respectively, and are declared 
elected amidst enthusiastic cheering, which continues 
till the Secretary, at the request of the Joint Magistrate, 
asks the assembled multitude to disperse. Never perhaps 
in the history of political contests was victory more 
decisive or defeat more inglorious ! 

CHAPTER XL. 

WHAT SUCCESS LE.uls TO. 

A few days after the elections t'he writer happen~d 
to De conversing with' two of the most intelligent 



menaJ.s ~f,tbe· UniGIl·on,~ae~uiject~f tPe mQm~ria}' . .aid 
to ,ha~·_n_nt.up'to{Government by ~ Chai'man!& 
party, Pla:,ing fer the -eaneeUation of the elecuoR8. 
"Would·totGod," said, one of them, -' they were can
oell«1. Once having measured the ' tether of our ~
versaries we can confidently say that the rfuture ifJ -ours. 
This time we have got .seven out·C)f eight; we shall 
kave aU tile eight then," 

CHAPTER XLI. 

WRAT' ilS FOOD TO MANY ' MAY BE POISON TO SOKE. 

~he.~o the scholar is a source of endless pleasure 
is to the truant boy a thing that appals. The sick 
child may refuse the bitter pill, but it is not a whit the 
less efficacious for it. The Chairman and his party 
may do all in their power to frustrate the endeavours 
of the U ttarpara Union and the general public to secure 
to the Municipality the previlege of electing its own 
Chairman, but the previlege is none the less worth 
praying for, nor are the rate-payers on that account the 
less deserving of it. The Elective Franchise which, in 
its fullest form, is a nutritions food for the political 
stomach of every intelligent peQple, does not lose its 
nutritious character si.mply because it does not suit the 
palat.e of the Cha.irman. The days of ante·memorials 
arp.put and ,gone, and we dare say Government is not 
prepared, at the present stage of enlightened progress, to 
ask. the people to make a retrograde movement.- Th~ 
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times, we repeat, arc cha.nged, and the only natnra.l 
conclu~ion that suggests itself to us is thbt the policy 
of Government in respect of Municipal Uttarpara needs 
must change with them. The last three years of Semi· 
Self-Government must have convinced our rulers that 
the sarest way to avoid being pestered with complaints 
is to leave the wh:>Ie burden of responsibilities on the 
people themselves-mast have opened their eyes to 
the grand mistake that was committed five years ago 
by appointing to the Municipal Chairmanship the ac· 
knowledged head of one of the two rival factions. We 
arc told tllat the Chairman has of late been more than 
ever busy with causing counter-memorials to be sub
mitted to the authorities; but do what he ~!lY, with 
the aid of the signatures of a handful of i~responsible 
men, the franchise prayed for by nearly four-hundred 
rate-payers can no longer be held back from a people 
in no way behind-hand of their neighbours. We feel 
sure that the fiat will go forth before long, to the glory 
of British Rule in India, transferring the name of the 
Uttarpara Municipality from the second Schedule of 
the Act. 

CHAPTER XLII. 

Dr8LOYALTY PUNISHED. 

Those unfortunate rate-payers who chose to vote 
for candidates other than the Chairman's have had the 
misfortune of havihg their Municipal taxes increased, 
and even in some cases doubled, from tba third 
quarter. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 
THE EPILOGUE. 

"The first of all gospels," writes an eminent 
English writer, "is this, that a lie callOot endure for 
ever;" and endured it has nJt, in the long run, as we 
have seen. Truth has at last triumphed, as triumph 
it must and shall. The tree, that" failed to bring forth 
good fruit, .has been hewn down' and cast in to the fire 
at last. The house built on sand has suc\!umbed to the 
loud lashings of the waves, and great has been the full 
thereof. There has, in fact, been a victory of reason 
over unreason, light over darkness, day over night, 
right over might. Let us thp,n. while congratulating 
the J"Ourtg Elen of the Union and taking leave of the 
reader, quote from Emerson the following lines as 
illustrative of those young men's estimate of them
selves :-

" The chiLnge and decline of old reputations are 
the gracious marks of our own growth. Slowly, like 
light of morning, it steals on us, the new fact that we, 
who were pupils or aspirants, are now society: do 
compose a portion of that head and heart we are wont 
to think worthy of all reverence and heed!' 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

Ta:l MOBAL. 

., EveY}' city or hQIJSet divided apiut ~ -Wl 
not stand." 
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lJunitipa1it~. __ ..... " .... ~_C' __ 
Bye-Zaw$ under Act III (B. C.) or 1884. 

For regulating the conduct pf proceedings. 
of the Commissioner. 

, ... 
1. At le1st three days' notice of all meetings 

8hal~ be ~;ven to every Commit-sinner. Provided 

that tbe annual bud~et eF\timate shall be cit'culated 
to all the Commissioners at least a fortnight be
fore the date i>; fixed. Provided also that the 

nccidental failure of service of notice on any 

Commissioner shall not invalidate the proceedingl 

of any mf'etin~. 

2. 'I he noti<'e shall set forth clearly and 

fully, both in English and vernacular, the business 
to be transacted at the meeting. 

3 Tbe business at meetilJ~s .1f the 'Com
mit;s ioners shall be comludedein English. If any 
of the Commif(sionf'l's pl'(>s~nt do nnt understand 
:Engiish, it shall be the duty of the President to 
have the subject-matter explained to him ill 
vernacular. 
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4. Notices of motions accompanied by verbatim 
draft must be sent to the ('hairman or Vice

Cnu.irmnn in time to be ineluded in the list of 
business fot· the uext meeting. :Notices received 

too late shaU Le inserted in the lilSt of business 

of the next Rucceeding meeting. 

Adjourned .Meetings, 

5. An adjourned meeting is not comnetent 

to transact any biH,ine~s Rllve that, which the 

origlllal me\::ting left UII finibhed. 

01'der of Business. 

6. At ordmal'Y meetings Lile bu ... iness ~hall 

be conducted in the fullowll1g order:-

(a) '1 he n11nutes of th~ la.s~.A'" or~inary 
meeting" und of any sptfulal D1f'etlUg 

held sl1lce "hall be read and, If ap
pt 0 \ cd us correctl y en tet ed) &ha11 be 
sIgned by the CJhairman of such 

meatmg. 
(b) BUSlll">bb postponed from the last 

on1ll1ary meetitlg' shall be con~iaered. 

(c) A pro~re"s report of worh bhall be 
latd before the Ccrnmittee. 

(d) Letters and reports of Committf'(!s 

shn}l be rf'ad, and accounts and 

statemen.ts shall be considered and 
passed. 

(~) Motions of which due notke has beeIl. 
given to be discussed. 
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7. At a. specia.l meeting, only the business 
for which the meeting was cnlled shall be con8id~Ped. 
Provided that with the consent of the majority of 
the members present any other busine&s may be 

• considered. 
R. In the event of any objection being raised 

to the manner in whi<:h any resoluticm has been 
recorded, the Chair'man shall df'cide the question 
after refer~nce to the ori2:mni draft of the resolu
tion, and if he finds the minllte to be inaccurate, 
shall make the necessary ':!orrcction in the minute 
book. 

9. Unless by permission of the majority of 
the meeting, all subjects shaH be discllssed in the 

ordm- irl'~hich they appear in the notice paper. 

OJ Motions and 4mendments. 

10. Every motion and amendment duly moved 
must be seconned, alld until seconded no Idebate 
thereon can take pla.ce. 

11. Evet'Y motion or amendment duly made 
nnd seconded and presser] to a division, shall be 

redu('ed to writing and signed by the prop"ser 
and SeCOtlqer before being put to the vote. Evet'Y 
such resolution or ampnclmt'nt shall be recOl'ded 

in filII in the proceedill~s, together with the number 
and names of voter's for and against it. 

12.· ~very ameudrneut shall be so worded 4s 

to 00 ca!>able of making an intelligible sentence 

either alone or in ita proper place in an original 
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motion, as the case may be, provided that no 

atn~~dment can merely neg-ntive the original motion. 
, 1!3. The Pre~idpnt of the mppting- may, for 

reasons to be rt'corded in writing and entered in 

the minutes of the plloceedin!;f',-

(a) l:ule thnt a motion -or amE'nornent 
is ille!:;'I.l.I or out of or'der', and 

(b) Mnke, ~;nch nlterations in a motion 
or Iqnendrnent as shall, in his 
opinion, render it leg-at nnel in order; 

and may in case (a) refnse to put the motion or 
amendment to the meeting-, and in ca~e (b) refuse 
to put the motion or ampndment to thE'! mpetin~ 

unleRs and until the pmpost'r' nnd 'lPconrler :H'('ent 

and sign the nlterations so mntlej a6d the decision 

of the Pre"irient shnll bp, final. ~" 
14. AftE'l' a motion has heen moven. and senon

deCl, an amendment may be moved at any stage 

of thE' oE'bate tlwl"E'on. 
15. On t~e diRcn~"ion hein!! concluded, in the 

event of sE'vPl"al ampn1TnPIlts having' heen pt'oposed 

the Prp"ident shall pnt thp la"t nTnpn(lment to the 

vote fh<;t; if it is npgativp<l he shall put the lnst 

preceeding- nmendrOPnt; anrllMtll', the firl't nmpnd

mpnt; and if all the amendments are lost, the 

origina.l propo&iLion shall be put to the vote 
16. When a m'lti6n of an nmendment ha~ been 

put from the chair and been declar'ed by the Presi
dent to be duly carried, no further proposals for 

a.mendin~ the motion or amendment can be en
tertained. 



Of the right to 8p~(JIc, 

17 .. The President ma.y require members ~ .. 
stand when they address the meeting. 

18. The member who fin;t addres"tes the meeting 
• shall be entitled to be hea.rd fit'st, alld should more 

than one member rise to ad,iress the meeting at 

'the same time, the order of precedencQ shall be 
detel'mined by the president. 

19. Any.member shall be at liberty to ca.n the 
attention of the President to a point of order, 

even when a member is speaking. On a point of 
ordet· being rai('eci, the member addl'el'lsing the 

meeting shall leSllme his seat until the question 
has been decide(1. by the Pl'esident. After the 

decisioo o~the Prel'lident, the sallie point of order • 
cannot be raised ag·ain. Except as pt'ovided by 
this rulf', no member shall isterrupt a speaker 
in possession of the meeting. 

20. Except as provided in the last preceding 

rule, no member shall speak except to move or 

second a motion or amend rnent, or to support or 
oppose a motion or amendment which has been duly 
moved and s~conded. 

21. A speaker w'ho has exhausted his ri~ht to 
speak on an original motion, may speak on any 
amendment being moved, as that ·raises a new ques
tion. 

22. T~e mover of a motion or a.mendment shall 
in all cases have a right of reply; bp.. otherwise no 

member shall speak: more ,than once on the SAme 
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motion or amendment, unless in explanation or 
'OQli part . of his original speech. 

Miscellaneous. 

23. UnMss not less than two-thirds of the 
members of the Committee consent by signin~ a 

• 
requi8ition, po sllbject once :fim.lly disposed of can 
be reconsider~d w~thin six months. 

24. For the purpose of taking intp considera
tion business involving many details, the ml"eting 
may resolve itse1f into a C,jmmlttee of the wbole hody. 
When this has been determined on, the rule prohibi
ting any person from sppaking more than on('e on 
the same question shall be deemed S ty'l pended· un til the 
meeting resumes. ". .-

25. When a motion or amendment'is put to the 
vote, the President shaH record ag'l.inst it, :fil':-t, 
names of members votmg for it, and then the names 
of those Toting against it. 

26. Voting by proxy is prohibited, and no 
member may vote upon any motion 01' amenrirnent 
unless he be present in person at the time when it is 
put to the vote. 

27. The minutes shall ('ontain a brief abstract of 
the ciiscussion.preceding each resol ution. 

Of 'protests or dissents. 

28. Protest must be limited to a conCIse and 
definite statement of the motives which' prompted 
the votes of members who voted in the minority OIl, 

,... given question. 
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' 29. Protests must be ba.nded to the Cha.irma.n 
before the" conclm;ion of the meeting a.t, which the 

resolution protested against was passed. 
30. Protests duly made shall be appended to 

the mlDutes. 

Of adjournments. 

31. It !01hall be competent ~o a.ny -member to 
move the adj mrnment of the. debate or of the 
meeting in -a speech not exceeding five minutes in 
duration. 

32. When a motion for the adjournment of the 
mel'tillg or of a debate is mane, it shall be seconded 
withollt a sp ... ech, and put by the Chairman to the 
vote without dehHe or amendment. 

;j'3. ~ Qa motion of the adjournment of the 
meeting or of a debate shall be admisl:!ible which pro
pose;; all adjournment beyonu the next ordinary 

meeting. 

For regulating the conduct of persons employed 
by the Commissioners. 

34. A 11 persons emp10yed by the Commis
sioners, whose services may be no longer required, 
shall be liable to dischar!!e after receipt of one 
mOllth's notice or one mOllth's p.ny in liue of notice, 
a.nd no such person shall withdraw from the duties 
of his office without having given previous notice 
for the period of one month, on pain of forfeitllre 
of one month's .alary. 
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35. Every officer authorized to grant reaeipts 

for money. receiV'ed under the Act, shall be provided 

~ith a certificate of his author'ity to collect the 

money on behalf of the Commissioners, and evel'Y 

such certific!tte shall bear the sea.l of thp municipality 

and the signature of the Chait'man or Vice-Chairman. 

Every collecting officer at the time of dpmanding , 

payment shall be bound to show this cel·tincQ.te if 
required. 

General Bye-laws. 

S6. Payment of purchase money for property 

lIold and delivery of the property shall be made 
immediately after the sale, and if t~e purchaser fail 

to pny the fllll amount of his bid, it sha-'l be In.wful 
for the distl'aining offif'er at his disct:etion to seH 
the prope1·ty again on th(' same or any other day, 
cmd the first purchaser shall in such case be rcs
ponsIble to the Commissioners for any loss which 
shall be recoverab1e as a debt due to them. 

37. The owner or occupiet' of any drain, privy, 
cess-pooT, houses, land or bank of nny nulllLh 01' 

water course or oth('l' p\ap(', who shall refll<\e after 

six hours' notice 111 writing; to a.llow the Commission. 
ers or liny of their servants (luly atho('ized by thl-'m 

to have access therQto, at l/.rJ} time hetween Al1nrise 
and sunset, for any purpose of public cons(,l'vancy, 

shall be liahle to a fine not exceeding 1"t& 20. 
Penalty for continued infringement after notice 

84011 be a une not exceeding It&- 3 dail,.. 
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8S. No person shall perform any office of 
nature in any place outside private premises othe~. 
than such as may have been set apart by tlte 

Commissioners for the !Jurpose. 
Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 

exceeding Be- 10. 

S9. No person shall steep in any ~iver, khaJ, 
tank or ditch within municiual Limits any jute, 
hemp, bambo!> or other veget~ble matter likly 
to render the water of such rJver, khal, tank or 
ditch offensive or noxious to the neighbourhood. 

Penalty for infringement shall be no fine not 
exceeding Us 5. The penalty for infringement after 
notice shall be a fine not exceeding &. 2 daily . • 40,. No~person sha.ll throw, deposit or discharge 
any night-soiT, sewage, or the contents of any 
private drain, privy or cesspoql into any ri\yer, 
tank, drain, khal, water-course or receptacle for 
water, or excavation of any kind, or dispose of 
the above-mentioned kinds of oifdnRive matter in 
any otaer way th-an as the Municipal Commis
sioners may from time to time direct. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Its- 20. 

Penalty for continued infringement after notice 
shall be a fine not exceeding ll,s. 5 daily. 

41. No person shall be allowed to dirr wells o 
within 12 feet of any latrine or cesspool. 

Penalty' for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding &- 5, 
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OJ obstructions and encroachments on roads. 

42. No person shall without,· the written 

permission of the Commissioners, deposit or cause 

to be depositen in or by the side of any public 

cil-ain anytlling whereby the said drain is or may 
be in any" way obc;tr'ncted. 

# PenaJty for infringement shall 1>e a fine not· 
exceeding & 15. 

43. No nel's6n shall cut sods PI' graslil or 
l'pmove enrth or grass from the marQ"Tn or surface 

of any public road or from ant public drain. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
p~('('edin.; & J 5. 

44. No person shall coHect carts or form 

any encampment upon any puhlie grOflnd without 
the permi!lRion of the Commissioners, or shall 
tether or picket any animal on or by the side 

of any public road, drain or water-course. 
Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 

exceeding Its- 15. 

45, No person shaH so extend the slope of 

the roof of any house, or put or caust' to be 
put on any house or other building, any spout 
or other thing intended for the conveyance· and 

disch;trge of water, in such a. wa.y as to allow 
the water discharged therefrom to be thrown or 
to fall upon any public road or thoroughfare. 

The penalty for infringement sha.ll be a. fine 

not exceeding lts. 5. 

46. Any person who shall break or cause to 
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be broken, a.ny wall, fence, rail or post c?nstructed 

for the protect.ion of any public well, tank or 
drain or other excavation, or who sha~l break or 

cause to be broken any munici~a1 • lamp-posts, 

shall be liable to a fine not exceeding Rs 20. 
47. Any cloth or c10theR of perSons attached 

wit.h contaO'iolls disease shall be burnet by the 
~ . 

relativeR of persons RO attacked. 
Penalty' for infringement shall be Do fine Dot 

exceed.ing- Re. 10. 
4~. No person!! snffel'ing- from I conta!!i0118 

diAcase shall bathe in any bathing tank or well 

belon!IinO' to the CommiFlsioners. 
'-' ,., 
Penalty for'infringement shall be It fine not 

exceeding "'R~. 10. 

For tlte regulation and management of 
pri1,ies and drains. 

49. No person shall carry night-soil through 
the street otherwise than in closely covered 
receptacles of such description and pattern as shall 
be prescribed from time to time by the Municipal 

Commi.ssioners, and between such hours as the 
Municipal Commissioners shnll from time to time 
direct, and no person shall use any place, othe·r than 
those appointed by the Commissioners, for the 
purpos~ of depositing such night-soil. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding fls. 15. 

50. No person shall be allowed to construct 
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.,. t.L" ~ .J ft \..,e' 
a privy, ceSRPOOr,'1>lr~'* in 12 feet of any 
'W.ell. E~isting cesspools and drains near the wells 
must have pucca floors. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 

exceeding P. 8. 50. 
4 51. Evpry person shall provide his privy or 

premises w~th suitable moveable receptMles of metal 
or earthenwarp •• 

The penalty for infringement -after notice 
shall be a nne not exceeding Rs 15 

52 WIthin 15 days of receipt of a notice in 
writing- from tl1P Municipal Commissioners, every 
owner or occllpier of allY house, land or premises 
in or on which any well or ot~er underground 
privy, or any other privy which mtt{ see-m to 
the Commissioner'! to be noxious or improperty 
constrllcted, mny oe situated shall catl<;e snch 
privy to be filled up, clo<;ed or otherwise altered 
as may be dIrected in the notice; and if the 
orders contained in the notice be not carried out 
within 15 days from the date of service thereof, 
such owner or occupier shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding K s. 50, and the Commissioners may 
themselves cause to be filled up, closed or other
wise altered the privy ml'ntioned in the said 
notice, and any expenses so incurred by the Comm:s
sioners shall be reco\'erable in the same way as 
arrears of house-rate. 
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;"r regulating burial-grourl:d,. 

53. No persons shall bury, or cause to be 
buried, any corpse or part of a. corpse in any 
burial-ground in a grave construc\ed of masonry 
in such manner that the top of the coffin, or 
the bod~ where no coffin is used, sqall be a.t a less 
depth than six feet fr'om the sUl'face of the ground. 

Pen~lty for infringement Rs. 10. 
• 54. 1\ 0 person shall build or dig, or casue 

to be built or dug, a grave in any burial place 
in any other line than that marked out by the Coma 
mISSIOners. 

Penalty Jor inft'ingement shall be a fine. not 
eueeditlg P.s 20. 

. " 
55. No grave once used shall be opened for 

the burial of another body without the permission 
of the Commissioners. 

Penalty fot' infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Rs .. 20. 

56. No one shall carry a corpse through any 
highway unless it be decently covered from 
public view. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine nof 
exceeding Rs. 10 

57. No person shall build or dig, or cause 
to be built or dug, any grave in any burial-ground 
at a less.<i istance than three feet from any other 
existing grave. 

Penalty for infringement .. 20. 
\. 
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Fnr regulating markets. 

~~. No owner, occupier, or farmer of a.ny 
market or shop for the sale of meat, poultry, 
fish or vegetab~s within the municipal limits shall 
keep or allow the same to be kept in a filthy or 
unelean state. 

Fenalty ror infringement shall be a-fine not 
exceeding Rs. 20, and a daily fine at: r-s.. 5 till 
kept properly. • 

59. Every owner, occupier or farmer of any 
market shall remove, 01' cause to be removed, 
once in every twenty.four hours, any filth, putrifying 
or noxious matter that may have accumulated within 
such& period. 

Penalty for infringement shall be 8:. 'fine not 
exceeding K s. 20, and a daily fine of Rs. 5 until 
the work is done. 

For regulating traffic in the strut. 

60. Every carriage plying between dust and dawn 
shall carry two conspicuous lights, and every cart, 
palki, bicycle, or other vehicle shall carry one con-' 
spicuous light. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Rs. 15. 

61. Every' driver of a ~arriage or cart, or 
every peri on in charge of cattle, must keep to his 
left while passing any other vehicle or cattle moving 
in the opposite direction. ' 

Penalty ~or infringement shall be a tine not 
excoeding Ra. 5 
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62. No driver or a cart or carriage shall leave 
his vehide on a public road witout ';some o,n~ at-
I I 
tending it. 

Penalty for infringement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Rs. 15. 

For "I'egulatin9 or prohibiting the use of fire-work" 
fi".e-arme or missiles in 'the v;cinity of 

pttblic roa~$. ./ 

63" ~ 0 one shall let off any fire-baloon fire
works, fire· arms, or any mi~sile in or near a. public 
street without the consent of the Municipal Com
missioners previously abtained. 

Penalty for infringement Rs. 10 . 

• For regulating th:e disposal of offensive matter 
• and dead bodies of animals. 

64. Every person within whose ~-premises any 
animal may die shall, within six hours after its 
death, or if death oCCUrS at night within two hours 
nfter day light, either remove at his own expense 
the carcass to' such place as may be set apart by 
the Commissioners for the reception of such carcass
es, or report its death to the conservancy overseer 
of the division within which such premises may ~ 
situated, and in such latter case E.haU pay to the said 
overseer the expense of removing the carcass at such 
rate at the Commissioners may determine; and in 
cases w~ere the said p"erson is not the own~r. of the 
animal and the owner is known, . the owner shall 
alone be . responsiable for the Payment ~f lSuch 
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e~pense, .nd such expp.'!l'Se shall be r~o"~rab1e"". 
debt due to the Co.xnmisl:!ioners. No overseer wh'6ll 

• \t 
called upon shall neglect to remove a carcass. 

Th~ 'penalty for infdngement shall be a fine not 
exceeding Rs. 1@ 

65. The Commissioners may from time to time 
appoint places for tl)c deoosit of the carcasses of 
animals. Any t~so:q who shall deposit or· cause to 
be deposited the carcasses of any animal iJ? any 
place other than such place as may have bee~ appoint..; 
ed by the Commissioners, shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding Re . .20. 


