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Waret to Yewun and Kume solltll of Kyaukse~ &lld tllePrinoo 
himself bad, for some time before the time at whicb tile tel6-
grams above cited ,,"ere senf, been forced to retire to the litttle 
border Shan State of Y,'rollglln. where "tit]} alx)ut lOt) fol.4 

lowers lle lived UIldcr tIle I)rot(~ction of tbf\ Ulliflf ()( tile State. 
Kllme, tIle most southern of tll(~ KYlltlkse I)ORts, \,\,1\8 0l,(n1llied 
on tIle 4th ,July 18~(j. So fur front tlu~ truth is 111{\ ~tatemf.llt 
tllat th~re lutd heen any il1aetiyit~~ ill PUl-Stling oJlf'l1\ti()lJS 
against the Myil1zaiIlg }'rillee tllat lJlwrntions agllillst, lliln 
1100 been un(irrtakf'll ,,~it h pxe(~l)tiollnl ,"jg'our nnei 8l1Ul'8SS ill 
spite of tlle (lisa(ivuntagt's ill('idt~nt t,o tIlt' st~011 &0(1 the 
nature of tIle country. Jc'innlly. ha.ving hp{\ll iltt~·rl·,('(t Itt 
Ywangan for some lllont.hs, the ~lyinzuinA' l)riu(~(~ dit~l there 
early in Allgust 18~t). }'rom this ae(·ou.llt it \rilll)l- SCt.,n tllAt 
the statement tllat the ~f~'in~aiIlg l)rilH~(· ,\~US a(~(·t·l)t{.w.(ll)y tile 
maJ·ority of the Burmese as tile rllpreselltatiYC of tlac Ifouse 
of Alal1Dgpaya is Inueh l)eyotl(l the trllth. That 11(\ tnain­
tained llimself in fort~{~ for sev~ral 1l1ont)\S ,vitliiu n fp"r mil(~ 
of Mandalay and held u Court is not tl·\lt'. J t. 1118y t)C true 
that he used a ,,~hit,e urnhrellu RIld fie,,, n I"~H.·{ ... ~k fls,g. 
Although it is J10t. t rup that the l\ryiJ1Z2.Lin~ I)rin.'.~ '\ftlM at the 
head of anytlliIlg like 3/ I)OI>llhlr or na.tional )no\r(~J'n(llltl( or 
tba/t all the other insurg'put l(~ad{'rs I) .. oft"8~p~ ito lle fi~htinfJ 
in llis interests, yet it is th(' ('a~(' that ht' "aH :tll ifllIK)rtant 
potential eClltre of clisafl'petion and that TnUIl)' r.·htlll ()llil~r~ 
.even in distant I)arts of the ptt{\\·inet- I)fofft!-tsPti to 1)(~fighting 
on llis be llai f . 

In the 'lTirll('S' t('lpgram of tIle 2:.!nd l\llgust lkS{S rru·1'ltion is 
made of the deat}l of this l)rine~. It is tlu're statc<l thatl IlA 
was about 14 years of a~p, tllUt his tl·OOpS ,,'pre C()nltnanded 
and his affairs manag('(l l)y hj~ t\\'O 11nelf-s, tlUlit ulllt~81 ilis 
forces were disperse(111i~ d(lutll \\as eomparatively uninlport­
ant, and that Iris J'ol111ger 11r?ther, ,,,-Ilo \\~as witt! Itim. or tiODle 
other 8oi-disQ1lt Alompra l'rlllc~, would take h18 pIlL(Je . 

. The diverO'ence bp;t\\fe~n tbe8~ vie"l's and t.hose cxpresaed 
in the teleg~m of thc 10th July appears considerable. AI 
to the facts in the telegralu of the ~2nd Allgustl tilt" Prince 
was born in May 1869, and was therefAre OVPf 17 yean of 
age when 'he died; his " troops" consisted of about 100 fol. 
lowers; he bad no uncles with him or in any way connected 
...nth his affairs, tllOUgh two uncles of his wife's are said. to 
have b6en in his following; he had no younger brother with 
kim ; and he was Dot a 8o;'·dillont, but a real Prin~c or the 
h01iSe' of AJaqpt,ya. 
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""'hile dealil1g \,'ith t.he statelnerlts in tll~ telegram. of the 
1 ()tIl tJ uly it mtty l)(~ rCmarkf-(1 tlmt tlle statem~nt the~m eon· 
tainpcl to ttu~ etfe(i that the }ilot.illa st~amer Kad,u had l)een 
nrf'd on \\'hilp desc(-~nding- the Myitnge is cntjrel~ baseless. 

'l'etf!UI'(llft (lat(~(l It" JI.fJoon, July liltlt,. .18f~(j. -1 t is quite un­
tl'Ute that (lelleral White ,vas 1ired at \vllile ridin~ tlll"Ough 
Mandalay. 'l'}le aecount of the affair at Natogyi is not In 
accol"dalJCe \\,ith the facts of the case. 

1'he leading- article in tile TintelJ of the 14th July 1886 
dflmands SOlllf~"'hat fuller notice. 

1 t is scar,~ely eonsistpllt witll {aets to say tllat tl1e (lacoits 11ad 
oopn l)erlltitt~d to elljoy imlJUllity (luring "the l)a~t six or 
seVPIl Inuntlls." IJt't \\'(l('n A l>ril and ,J llly IHH6 tlley lInd been 
beatCJl in more than;t })Ulldrf'd engagPlnents in difTf'lllent parts 
of tIle eountr)'. ~}l\\'f-'bo, Ye-u, Hag-aing, Ava, Kyaukse, the 
I JOWf~l' Old ntl win, ll~'ingyall, and !)a.g-all ,,,ere all (luring these 
mOllths l)cing ~rndually reduct-u to ol'(ter. Ullly in !Iinl)u, 
Ningyan, Rl1(l Yanll'tJlirl \ .. 'as the state of tIle COllntry otller 
than satisraetory. 

The statement regarding lfaullg S,\'e lias alrfla.dy been dealt 
with. }'or 20 years tllis rr,an '\'as tIle consta.nt foe of the .. 
British Government. It would lUlYO l)pen 11a.rdly possi1jlp, 
to 8uddcIll.y convert 11iIll into a trllst\\'-ortllY fripnd. In the 
Chief Commissioner"s judgment it \vould never )lave l)cen 
wise to oil'er. }laun~ S\\r(~ I)ower and position as an induce­
ment to 111In to come to terms. 

As airPtt(iy llotpd thp llrincc on tlte north-east of MaIldalay 
had no existence. 

It is not true tllat, dtltacllnlcnts fronl tIle force of a po"Ter­
ful Prince ill the south-east IUlrass('(l ~ra,n{1alay and its neigll­
bourllood, lior is it true tllut tlu'y surllrlse<l a surveying party 
4 miles from tlle city. rl'lle attack on tIle survf'ying party 
occurred at Myingon, on tIle north-west of Mandalay, on the 
rigllt bank of tI10 Imt\\raddy. It was an t~fIair of no'import­
ance and it }lad nothing to do ,,·itll tIle M)rinzaing Prince. 

It is not true tJlat in the middle of July tile main body of 
th,<) Myinzaing Prince's follo\rillg was unbroken and that the 
Prince had defied COlonel Pemberton, who ,,"as commanding 
at Yewun, to meet llim. 

It is not true that all the other leaders gave out that they 
were fighting for him. 

It is not true that trade was paralysed. Tlleoomplaints of 
the peaceable inha.bitants to which referenCE- is made did not 
reach the ears of the Ollief Commissioner or of his officers. 
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It is not tr'16 that ill th., middle of J\lly 1886 MSJ}(laJay wa. 
tlle p~y of native robbers and incendiaries from ,,-ithout,. 

So mueb for tIle errors of fa.et in tIns article. The gtaueral 
criticisms will b(t dealt witll later on. ' 

Pelp-gram tla.ted JulU 17th, lfi8fi ....... Tbp ofli,~ifll ~port,s in 
which the fJondit.ioll of Ning,~an ,,"as faVO\lml))v desoribt\d , . . 
al)out this time do Ilot and never did flxist. 

The paragraph concernin~ th~ (tOndul~t of th<' Punjahi 
police IS grossly exa~gpratM. rl\IH~ '·Ol~T(~!<\IK)nd{"'tlt's ~tnt(~· 
ments regardillA thp In ilitn r~~ lloli(~(~ n rf' d~811. " 'it It ill :\ ote 
No. VIr. It may s\ltlice to sav }Utr~ Haut t1tH u()ndu{,t of th.c . .. 
P.jahi police has l)(:\Rll on th(~ "hoit' g(~~l and tll8t t)lcir 
~haviour in th(' fl(Alcl has hta.,u lllliforull,· ~~ef·ltpl\t. 
• • 

Teleor(llltS (/((If,(l ..tIll_quill l!lllI, fj()t", (I,U' :..J:!nfJ lHH6 ... ~ ... · 
Tllese telegrams eOlltuin an :'H!e(Hlnt of thp hrt~akillg' of th{~ (-Ul·· 
bankm(lnt at 1\13nda Jay. 'rher .. h~ uo ~r()u nd f. n- tilt' SUg~~Pi ... 
tions tllat the plnhnnhm~rlt '\8~ euf hv m1l1{\fne1or~. or tltnt th~ • 
authoriti~R ,,,ere it!'J)(lrant of tht- oe(·urrt·Jt(·(" for ~onlt) hou~, 
or tllat no l)rpCallti()H~ '\'f~r(' blkpll in t;pittf~ of \'HrHin1{~. 'rh~ 
safety of the flnlhanknlt l nt }uld for ~OJnf' tiltH' 1)A,t f\Jls,"1.~,.,l 
the attention of thtl loeal oitie(ll's, sud R])(\(tiu 1 l)rt·(la u t iOl1t-; \vc:-re 
taken to Rafe~uat'(l it ng-ainst lltiS(thj,..f unci t,U \\ ut (~h ((Ir arl1 
signs of w~,8knPs.~. ()n the da." IH~forp t IH~ hJ'P~H~h (H·~~ul·r • .a 
the EXeC\ltive En~inp{'r~ thp I )pputy l~nll\ln iMMit)IH~l', nnll tIl" 
Native ~lngi~f 1'ate ill chaltg(~ of tht~ t·O\\' n tOi!t-.t l\f·r iUM')f~.·t.+d 
the lyhole len~t}l of the lJUll(l. ~~ orklut~n Wtllrt~ t-",}-)]o .. \Ytjd 1)1 
Itrength~ning }llacps that \\' pr(~ t hOl.t~ht. \"Pllk, MIl.1 a I'uhlic 
Works sul)of(iinate ,raJ; a(~t uuJly J)l~J*'nt dirf··(Jlin~~ ()Jl4~ratio'n8 
at the l)lacc \\rlu're tIle "l)rf1l.eh {)(4cu,·r. 'cl \1Vh~n t,lu' lAJUh:lnk· 
ment gave ,,"ay. 'l'he breaoh o(teurr<'CI at, Ii .. JM ... ·illJI~· })roud 
part of tlle embankment, "rbnN' until tlH~ '))H'nin~ nl: tIle 
hreach miscbi(~f btl{l llot llrRB a l)llJ't llhondud. 'r)w~ fi()(}.l ~, 3M 
the highest that had 1)Ot:l}l reconJe(l fo.r the pn~t IU') y~ft"'. ;tt)d 
the embankmrnt gave u'a,' as uthert~miAanknlnnfM have gives 
way befoft' 01\rjng to imm(~11se p~.N8U'M of w"~r. 

In the preceding ~~r8I}h have 1)(;)'(~1l l)ri.,fly n(Jti«.~J and 
refuW SOlBe of tll{~ morL important miS·iltait~rrl("JltM of fut 
.. tuoh haTe been publisbod d\lrin~ IttM. 'l'ur"iJl~ t() the i_· 
forenoes drawn from these and ot)ler miH-.tatem~nta ,,~ ftnd 
that besides the ebarges respecting tl~ administration of Man-
.Jay, wbleh have bee. dealt \\'ith in Note Ne. I, th\) priDc.,f .. 
ptJ. ~again&t the 10l2l1 Government lJ!e-

(i) uttau ineftiuieoey of the PI8leDt arrangemtmta jlJ 
Upper B1U1l1a (f'A.I<'utte: ·telefJna ef lOill 
J 'JU8 1886) ; 
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~tii) "continuance of disiurbances tllrollgllout the eoUIl* 
try (l'ime.' telegrams and articles, paulm) ; 

(iii) inadeflU&Cy of civil staff (Rangoon tetegran. of 
JU/'lI 'i th, 1886, and elsewhere) ; , 

(iv) failure to enlist in. tbe a.dministration the few 
tolerable Native auxiliaries (Timet' leading 
article of July 14th/, 1886) ; 

(v) attempting to administer by the aid of Burmese 
functionaries (Ti'fitt!8' leading articie of July 
14th, 1886) ; 

(vi) unRatisfft~tory administration of justice (T~ll.e8' 
teleurarJ~ dated lla1lgoon, J11lll 17th, lH861"f 

(vii) inadf'qllate provision for plll)lic works ~Sat~trda!l 
Re1Jip,w, A.11tgttSt 28th, lH86, and Times' tele­
gratll~ (!f A It!Jllst 20th, 1~86) ; 

(viii) unskilful military ta(~ti(~s (Ti1J~C8' tele[rra1n 
d(tted llaitgoon, .Jlfly 17//1" ]886). 

To effectually answer tlH~se criticismH '\1"ill reqllirc a brief 
summary of the llistory of the administration dllring 1886. 

TIle expeditionary force ugainst Malldalay crossed the 
fronti~r on tIle 15th N o"Veml)er IH85. As the force proceeded 
towards Mandalay a, Civil ()fnccr "ras left nt each of tllre6 
principal places bet;\\1een the frontier and the capital. As 
soon aM Ma~wj,lay had been occupied the Cluef Commissioner 
himself went t.llitllcr accompanied by a small staff of Civil 
Officers. On llis arrival lie founcl that a provisional adminis. 
tration un(ler the control of tIle Hlutda,v, or Council of State, 
bad been establislled. Soon afterwards the Ollief Commis­
sioner removed from the IIlutda,v tlle re~I)onsibility for the 
eare of the capital and l)lacf'(l it clirectly in cllarge of British 
officers under Colonel Sladf'n's control. In the lower dis. 
tricts, Minhla (Minbu2, Pagan, and M~ringyan, wllere British 
officers 11M been established from the first, it was d~ided 
that the Hlutdaw sllould have no control. The rest of the 
country the Rlutdaw, guided by Colonel Bladen, were to at­
tem}lt to administer by native agency with ~uch assistance as 
mi~bt,be necessary from British officers and British troops. 
This form of administration was nominally continued till the 
end of March ; but in the meantime more British officers had 
been brought up and placed in charge of districts, and when 
the ·IDutdaw was finally relieved of its administrative func­
tions at the end of March the position of affairs was lOme­
what as follows. Civil Officers, assisted by Police Officers. 
were in cbarg~ in the districts of Minhla (Minbu), Pagan, 
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lIyingyan, Sagaing, AVllt Mandalay, Bhamo, Katha. Ky­
aukse, the Chindwin, Yamethin, and Ningyan (Pyinma,na) .. 
These oftlcersworked undt'r the direct (.'ontroloftbPClliefCom­
missioner. 'l'hey were instructed to adnunisttCr j\lStic(~ as far 
&8 possible in accordance witll tht" Indian Cod~s. t() enlist the 
sympathies of tIle people and t.llt' 1lid of tIlt' In(~aJ ofli(tinls, 
and to maintain loeal ~u8toms as far llA mi~ht. l)l~ (·ompat.ihlp, 
witb.the estal)lishment of ordf"r. It "rns IlbliJlly irnpossiblt' 
to introdllee at once the "Th()l~ pIa hOt'lt(~ Jlln.('hiJlf~rY (If ad. , 
ministration suitahle for a long-s('tt Ir-d I)m\"ille~. 'J'Ihf' tint 
duty of the rulnlinistratioD "'tiS t 0 ~pf.t].- t h(\ eountr>' nud pro­
vide a working form of gOVf'rnlll('llt. 'l'his \\ us ntt"~lnJ)ted 
and, as results SllOW f "1tS de HUl '\. i til SOl11f' nlf'a~tlJ't~ O{ HUe­

cess. As the arp,a, of Ollr lJolltrol pxtt'll(lt'tl lllorp (ti\fil (Jffioon 
were required and morf' '\'f~r(' ohtili Ilt-,d. 1\)' tlH~ (~lld of tht~ 
dry season the distri(~ts of Sh\rt-'bo and Y f-·U \\f('re uti(lf"{i to the 
"number of thos~ ,,~llicll ,,"ere l)Ping l)fougllt uudf'r Kl"ttled ad. 
ministration. 

It ,,·~ltS not to be cx~etRd flInt the eountry \\rotllcl nt once 
settle dow'n into ~Jleeful a(~eppt:lne{~ of It It(·W form or 
government; tllat all t]l~ (-,lerupnt.s of di!i4ot .. l.--r " hi\~h nlu~t' 
pxist in a eOllntr,'" "'hit·]} had long- lH~{'n in :t d ISO'-!!:' niz~{l Mtate .. 
al}d ,,~llich llad endufP(l the shoek of llu~ 0\ .·,thro\v (If its 
central (iovernll1Put should at 01H·("' disapppar. J f Ru(~h an 
eXJlf'ctation "ras pver pnt prtninpci, it '\'US Hot sbt\r(-(I hy the 
Chief (jonlmiRsionpr. 'l'h(lI plan H(loptf~1 1'01- thf· p&(·ifi(~tltion 
of tIle country 'ya~ tllf' ~s1ahlislnnpllt of 14)('a1 Pf'ntrfJS of (,ivil 
adnlinistration ~uI)l)()rt(~l l)y udpC} uat.(' 111i I itary foree. ~j radu­
ally, as loeal cirellllistanoes \\~pre nl0r(~ fully lln(l~nt()()dt O\lt­

posts ,,"ere advanoNI 3111(t tllC~ nrPIl under settif:'(} :ldmini8tration 
was extended. 'l'hc dpSI)ut4'h of troops t<> Dlnreh through part 
of tIle country an(l th(~Jl rptunl ,,-it-hout (lstahlishing an ()ut­
l)ost was discouragft(l. 'file re~ult. of t llf~- m(~SUrH8 was that 
in no case, except in the dL~triets of' Yam~t hin, NingyaD, 
(I~yinmana), and ..\1inbu, did \Vf~ lose our hold or S11ff.,r ,.;eri()lll 
disturbances to arise in any llart of the I}rovine(~ ODCP. l)rOl1ght 
under control. The suggestion. made in.June, "July, and A,u .. 
gust 1886 that the country in general was much tiisturlw.!d and 
that it" had drifted into a disturbed state is nnt 8U}>ported by 
facts. An examination of the telegrams will SllOW tll&t the 
only places where seriousdistur bances occurred in thOM montba 
were in the districts lLSJtmed. above. In all otller parte of the 
province good progreas "rag l)eing made and order 'vaa being in. 
troduced. The statements on which the infp.rencel rAprdi1l8 
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the coDditiOll of tbe couatry w those mouths were based hilw 
been discussed in the pre(J~diJlg pa,~ of this letter. 

It lJa8 been sllOwD tltftt the plan adopted for the pacifi­
cation of the country llas been ""Torked J1teadily all(l with sue­
COli. I'rohably that plan was not the best that .,ould have 
l)~n iUlu,g'ined, hut it was the only one that could have boon 
adoI)tecl in !H"ctctice with any chance of Sllcoess. 'l'he ideal 
plan would no douht be to have plaoed -at once in p'pper 
positions in. tIle country a suflicien t nUlnl)cr of troops and 
tI·ain~d polioe, to have divided tIle ,,'"Ilole cOlIDtry at once into 
suitable civil divisions., districts, sllb<livisions, and ·co,,·nsllips, 
placing ill ellarge tllereof trained Civil t~lld llolice ()1Iicers ac. 
quainted witll the langtlage and manners of the COlltltl'y. An 
elaborate system of ju(licial ancl revenue administration 
slloul<l also have been introduced at tJle same time. 'l'lli{; may 
be the UtoI)iufJ scheme which sllould lu~ve been adopted. 
'l'he r~Ijly tu crjtici~nls of tl1is kind is that the \\"orl\ing of such 
OJ Sehf'rrle wus illlpraetieahle. """e llu<l not, ancl in tlle nature 
of thin~R it was im})()ssible tllat we should have, a sutlicient 
numl)er 'of traiIled Civil Officers aeq ultinted "rith the Burm~~ 
lallgouage to at once fill all tile posts ,\'hich must ~vent.ualJy 
be (~reate<l jn tllis province. 'l'he Britisll .. J3urnlH. Commission 
was Ilot t~aI)ahle of sl!dden and indefinite eXI)ansitHl ill thi~ 
"ray. ,,7 e lUtCi 110t, and it ,\\ras imI)o8siole tllu t we sllould 
llu .. ve, tll(~ Inipllte loeal know le<lge w hiclt ,vould lIa ve been 
llP,cessary.t6 p,nable us to parcel out tllf~ countr.\~ at Ollce into 
ci viI di visions an(l place Ci viI Officers in every pl~lce where 
tll(~y ""0 uld even tU~l,lly be Ileq uired. Tllere \\1as not, and it 
was im}>ossible that tllere sllould be, any\\-llere ill the E111I>ire 
au imrnense l)ody of trained police ready to l>e placed in posi. 
tion in Durlna at ll, fe,,,, \veeks' notice. Ci\~il Officers llad to 
h~ trained, local kno~rledge had to be acquired, and polie(~ had 
to be raised, sent do"\\?n from India, trained, drilll'(l, hnd dis­
tl'ibuted. 1\,11 t118SC tlrings re(luired time. As nlue}l as llos~­
ble was acoomplisllt,l{). befol'e tIle b~ginning of tllP ,vot season 
of 1886.. Even during the rains, in spite of tll(.~ unfavour­
able natllre of the ciiDlate, troops and police an(l Civil Officers 
1\Qrkt.~ ·as stf\adilya& ever. Except in tllree (iistricts, wllere 
the unllealtlliness of the country or the state of commnni­
O&ttions absolutely prevented the continuance of active opera­
tions to- the extent that oould have been wished, the area 
uDder settled governme1tt was steadily extended through tIle 
wet season. 'jll~ civil staff "ras from time to time increased 
t~ cope V\~ith the w·w.~k ~t oould be uildel·talit'u. As cir-
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oumst&nees ' altered moreo1lioers \fare asked lor and more 
were sent. 

The fou~·tband fifth criticisms noted OR' p~--e 18 "~Iate 
~ . tile enllstment of. nati,re Bf.,'1H1CY in ttlcadmilliNtration 
of tlleC011ntry . It '"""Ill be s~n tJ18t tbevare itlCon,sis~Dt. 
As a ~tter of fa~t fro?l the very tir.s~ no· effortHwere spared 
to enllst the Ser\~lCeS of! IJllrlnt'se OHleJals on \\·ll()~(~ (~u]"8city 
aBcl loyalty reliant.~ COllld btl I)I,8(~)(l. O('}onel Shlden's 
clforts to en rry 011 tIle admin istr:l ti( Ul b .\" thf~ a.i(i of th(,~ St~\\t'IEt 
Council are ,"~ellkno\\"nll tl.l1tl though the ()hit~f (~onl111iM­
sioner "raS tlna hIe to a}lI)rov{;. of t h~ l~at.'n tion in Jlo\\"prof 
tlle rl'ain~gda .lVlingyi, it Ulust he reUIPlll ht'r(~d t hH1, the t\uthor • 

. itv exercised by this oHieiul e ... a~('d ""ithin 10 or 12 dal"8 ...' ., 
of Sir Cha.rles l~prllar{l's ttt-ri \rul in1\,:iand,alay.. 'I'IH'l t'Ul}lltly-
111ent of tlle State Coulleil "·:t8 not found to he,,' l)os~i ble,. .l\, 8 

a lnatter of fuet thev ceus{,~l to t:ontroj AIJtlul:.lnv or t,tu.' s·otlth .. .. . 
err} d. istricts h(·foff' t}l(~ .1J)d of. ,J )(l(~~ltl h('r 1 H,S:;, u,lld. they 
O(~ased. to exereise allY' PXt'ent.ivp or :1(lJnit,li~tnlt.iv.·po\,rf·rs l'ft

• 

f()l~e the end of .\lareh ISBH. J{ut !oca,J otn\~in I~ of the It-l,te 
Governnlf4l1t ha VP hpt"~n (;oIU ployta.t'l l' rOll 1 t IH~ 11 rs'i da~ of th., 
oeeu])at.ion. (.In.· of til .. Hrst ~l(~ts of (aY4'ry oHi~·f·r phu.!(~ iu 
clutrg-e of a distJ'h~t \\'US to eall UpOll tlH\loeai oni('I'd~ t.(" ~uJ)· 
mit and t~ake IHlrt in tlUt n'-,rad 1I1ill;st'.lttion. 1 n pVf'r.v diM­
triet loeal .oflieials resp(»)Hlf\d t 0 thf~ ill vi tnt,I("" and, "'U.-I.l 8.S 

,,'ere foun{l to hf' 10\'a1 nut! enpuhlo ,,'erp rpt:aiJu~l in thuir 
f()rmer I)ositiofI8, ancfllilve ill uutny in~tnn4·ps n·~H~(H·.·d (fX­

Ct~\llpnt sf~rvi.("e. 'fhpre is s(~a.reeJ~'" a dj~triet itl \\'bil,~h tJtt) 
Df"})Uty t~'(Hn,Jllissionpr has Ilot rpet,~ivt~l vul lU1I,it- u~siMtal1U6 
frnln lOt~al liurnHlIse ofIleiu Is. ..;\lllon~ tlHa Jllost eonspiew.,u!l. 
mav b", nlPutionf'(l tht) ~'1 vO"'un of .. \lau<lah\\', ''''ho ltas fJ"(~'n 

, f • 

t)H~' tirst, hf.1(,ll of 1.,1'1(' grentpst USf.A; .1Iaullg' 'run.,~Jy.Jc)k, of 
Sh\rpho~ "rho has provf~l hiniSl .. I,f a n'lan of .~(lll1'11,gP and l()y"l. 
t)-.; '\1.RU ng I)6nna l\a. of Kyau l\si~ ;.\'1 a 11 ng- r.fun j~; of \,\~'und "~in ; 
t}H~ ~lyo6ks of'K,rnuk p::ulallngo nnd l J in i"l l)ngall ; the llyook 
of Sali n inltin hu; },la.u n~lJ • "'"0., the ~l y(K'.k ot"A, va; the 
l1.jn~in \VUI1, ,,'110 SUYl'd thr~ liv(~of four En~lhd.J gt)ntt~,~rnt~ll 
on tIle Chind "rill, d ireete<l rC'hf'f' OI,)erat.,ioOliIl J,lllJldniayfro:m 
August. t,ONOV'r'*:nlhfl.f, allfl \\~bo fneiJit:,tf,.1 th(~ adVf'D,(!-e of ()ll,r 

tr~~'ps on tbp;r paSf~Ul'~f~ to tJu~ Jtu 1.3' l\:i.ineM tl'1tHt,; an:d,tile 
Kanni\V lIn, ,\~h() pa",,(! " 'it.h lli~ life f()r. his loy~ll\(llu.i?n"to 
o,llrGO\·~J·llmf~nt. 'rb,I"s~ &,-e hilt ,a few t\1)(~e.lnlfH18· ()t' the 
many' capaJ,le llurmf)se officials '\\'ho. having east [.11. their Jot 
"r,i\bU$, l.l8Ve })PPD f'tnplo"vpd int'be .,ttif,meat ,of tile. CXluntry 
ancl )tf.l'ft~ justiflt~d (,.lwir e.ulploylut~Jlt. 
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The sixtb charge, whiCh ooncerns the administration of 
justice, has been dealt with in the preceding note. The re­
marks made concerninf? the admiuistration of justice in 
Mandalay ap}Jly to a great extent to t.he a4n:tinistration of 
justice througllout the country" As soon as Upper Burma 
was incorporated in British India it was made a scheduled 
district and tI1US the introduction of all the statute law of tIle 
Empire was for a time postponed. "fo tide over tIle interval 
lw,tween the annexation and the introduction of the neces­
sary leegulations the CIlief Comnlissioner issued provisional 
instructions whicll were approved by the Governmentof India 
and have since lreen fornlally ratified by the Legislature. 
'fhe aim of these instructions was to ensure tIle fair adminis­
tration of justice wi\llout l)urdening officers cngage(l in the 
settlement of tile country and Burmese officials, \\1'110 had only 
lately been required to conform to civilized methods, witl1 all 
the formalities and tecllnical proceflure of tIle Indian Codes. 
At the same time tllose Cu(ies \vere taken as the l>asis of the 
judicial admillistration. No a})l)eal ,vas allowed from any 
decision beeause it ,vas not thOllg'llt desirable to do anything 
to weaken tIle llUllcis of tIle officers apI)()inted to carryon tIle 
administrdtion. But District ()llieers exercised tIle fliliest 
powers of revising Rentpnces passed by tlleir subor(iina tes, 
'" liile tIle decisions of District ()fficers were revis(~. at first by 
tIle Ollief COlnmjs8ion~r and after\va.rds by Commissioners of 
DiviMions, ., As a safpguard against the hasty award of capi~l 
sentences it was providpd tllat no selltence of deatll should be 
cxecu~ed until it had l)een connrlned by tlle Chief Commis­
sioner. Later tll~ po\ver of confirming sentellces ,,'as dele­
gated to Commissioners of Divlsions. It iR difficult to see 
what more suitable arrangements could lutve beell Inade for 
the administration of jllstice, regard being had to tllf' neces­
sitly for the prOlnpt PllforeelUf'nt of tll(~ la\\r all(l at the saIne 
time for tlle l)rovisioll· of u,(iequate safeguards against abu~ of 
power. It is quite cf\rtain that any attempt to ultrnduoe at 
orlce tlle whole complicat.ed Ry8tcnl of Indian judicial ad­
mini@\tration must 118ve resulted in much of the law remaining 
a dead-letter. At tb'e end of 1886 when tho area under settled 
administration llad been largf\ly extendeAl, whell the civilstatf 
had ~een proportionately increased., and when Burmese officers 
had aoquired some experience of our methods, a body of re­
gular law was introducf'd. 

TIle oriticism concerning the inadequate provision for pub. 
lic works is bn.sed pl·incipally on tll~ supposition that had 
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funds been available the Man.dalay embankmentwou.ld have 
been strengthened 80 that it would not have given way. 111. 
fact is that during 1886 pul)lic works were puslled on w'ittl as 

. muClh vigour as circ:umstances would Pf:rmit. In Manda.:'a1 
ID.46 was done to . improve the. roads In tile to"·Jl and cIty. 
In other parts of the country Inlportant n.)8.fjworks were 
put in hand. Early in 1886 the SUrVf\Y of tl1{~ })rojeete(l rail. 
way line from ~roungoo to lIal1dalny \\-8S u,nd(,rtake,n and 
the work was pushed on \vith sueh vigour, eVe,n into tbf~ rainy 
season, that a great purt of tlle sur,rey "rus eOlllplt~uxl~an.d tJifJ 
line ,\\tRS begun in tlll~ee plaees as soon, ns the 8(~a80n pel~lll.it­
ted. It is expected that tlu~ liIlt~\\lill be open to Plll)liu 
traffic from Rangoon to Ma,ndala'jY by tbe 1st fJanwlry 1889. 
Almost before the raills '\'ere o'ver stoIlS ,\~en~ tn,kell to 
improve commun.ic~tions and to open Ollt tJaf~ eountry' by tlle 
clearing of jl1ngle trdets all(l tIle (~OllstrUt~tion in Muitable 
places of regular ronds. 'rIle SUI)IX)sition tlt1~t tll,ere IlSS l)t~n 
any neglect of necessarYl"lll>lic \\10rks rests OJl 8, f(JUllda,tion 
as unsubstantial as tIle other tlnfavourahl(.~ criti(~i~lI1S aJrf~'1 
discussed. 

The charge of ,,'ant of skill ill tlu' eOtl<iurt, of Illilit&ry 
operations made in the 1'tillll'S' /(Jl(J.qroln, ~)f tJ uJy l7t h j.B OU(", 

"rhiell cannot l)e dealt \ritll llert.' , ~rhe G'ovel,'urnent of India 
and Iris F..~xcellen.c~.' t~le C(~mmnn~('r-in-Chicf hl~V~ rla.ced on 
record tllelr ulJ}U"eCult1on of the VIgorous und skIll\! I'nanner 
in Wllicll (jen,era.! Sil· (jeorge '\~hitf~ unci his ofll(~rk hAve 
eonducted operations durin,g 1880. 'l'lle Chi(~f ComlniMioner 
at all times reeeivP<i the most eordial 811I)}lOrt n,nd a~i,tan<.,e 

. from tIle local l'lilitary au.tl1orities and Sir Cllarles DerllArd 
recorded thnt, in llis jtuigment, tlH::a~r effected all tb~t could 
possibly have beell done uncier the eOD(iitioDS subject to Wllich 
they were compelled to "fork. 
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Note No. lIlt-Policy of Govemnlent in 1887 in connection with 
the Alienation of State Lands in Upper Burma. 

Text of Telegram from the correspont1ent which upreared in tho Tin'tes of 28t,h 
June 1887. . 

The illiheral policy adopted by the local Government ,vith r~ference 
to crown lands in Upper 13urma, and th{) favour shown to ·PlJbJic offi­
cials in connection there"rith, cause much disHutisfactioll. At present 
all reasonable facili·ties should he ofl'ered and encourngoUlent sllould 
be given to those wishiug t.o carryon busillCSS in Upper .Durlua . 

. The local Governluent, however, adopts a drrectly opposite policy. 
It refuses to sell to any but a public official even small lots of puulic 
land, although land may be required for pnrposes ndnlitted to he of 
general public utility. Any leases grantud of (juv{lrnrnent laud :l,re 
short and subject to conditions. fj'his policy seriously retlLrdA com­
mercial progress in the upver province, t~nd prevents tlH\ illtl'\Hluction 
and expenditure of capitaL 

While this l:cstrictive policy is adopted towu,rds th e) pllhli(', ofiicialr1 
are allowed to purcba88.va.luable lots of puhlic land ou" ad vantageolls 
terms, an~ a~e granted permanent,lHH'o(lital'Y, and trfln~J('r[~b]r titled. 
In Mandalay, .;where land)H no,v very valuable and Htuadily ri~ing in 
rrice, several public officers, SOlne of thern holding iubordinato pORi .. 
t~on8, 0Il:e being m~rel:v.~t probationer, have recently ac~red va,ll.H1bl.e 
SItes. vVhen pubhc officers apply fur land ~ moderate UI~et prIce 18 
placed on it, and notice is puLlished ill the lce)}.l Gazett8~ giving thB 
name of the official ,v11o has applied, and !tnllOnllclug trhit the land 
will be 'offered for sale by public auction. N O'V, in the preseut cou" 
dition of Upper Burma, almost uncontrolled power being exercised by 
public officers, the natives, and indeed l~ uropeans holding unofficinl 
positioDs, naturally hes~tate to· COl1opete ·,vith oflicialH for }u,ud for 
whicp they (the officials) have applied, and there is 110 real compHti­
tion. If it were necessary to sell Hites to ollieials to provide tlloJn \\'ith 
permanent residences in 1\iandalay, tho ac;ion of the GovorUlueut 
1vonId be easily understood. But in U pver Burma the officiu,}R nre 
now 80 frequently trausferred-from one district to another that the 
land thus obtained by public officors will probably be Boon re-sold 
at considerably enhanced prices by tile fortunate grantees. 

• • 

. WITH reference to -tIle telegram (}uoted alJove it may l)e 
remarked, in introdu~tion, that except in conncetion ,,'ith 
an application of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company f(~r river­
ain sites, to which r~ference is riwJe later on, the question of 
the ~lienation of Gove:~"nment land in lJ pper Burma llad up 
till Atlgust 1887 come under the Chief Uommissioller's con­
sideration in Mandalay and Bhamo only. In tIle rest of the 

4 
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province it had not been found necessary to make regula­
tions for the disposal of waste land belonging to Govern­
ment, because there was no general demand for it. 

In. August 1887 enquiries were maue as to t~1) extent 
to which State lands llad been leased or granted ill Upper 
Bu.,rma. TIle following facts were ascertained. No a pplica­
tions for grants or leases of land had l)een made by non-officials 
in the Southern -division, except by tl1e Irrawaddy Flotilla 
Company. The Commissioner of the division llacl made grants 
to the Flotilla Comp~ny. rrIle Commissioner of the.Soutllern 
DivisioI\ had also in.some cases permitted officials to build 
llouses <1n Government \vaste land. No grants or leases had 
been made to tllem. In tllP Eastern Division no grants or 
leases of land llad been made. Rome 'Government officers in 
,Pyinmana and }Ieiktila llud lleen I)ermit~ed to build llouses 
for themselves on Government land. N 0 grants or leases 
had been made to them. I n Pyinmana I)el"mission to occupy 
Government land llad l)ecn granted in a fe"T cases to nati ve 
Sllop-keepers, and persons. expropriate(I from land taken IIp 

for the cantonment and tIle railway ]ltt'd been allowed to 
occupy waste land. No grants or leases IlUd been made in 
the Central division. TIle only tow ns of any size in tlle 
Northern division are M31ndalay and BIlamo. No grants had 
been made in any part of tIle N ortllern division except in those 
towns. In, llhamo 35 grants llad IJeen nlude up to August 
1887 undet the regulations in force in Mandalay, of Wllich 

. details are given later on. TIle grants made in Bhamo 
were made to Europeans, Americans, Natives of India, and 
Burmans. 'fwo of tIle grantees were Burman MYoOks, i.e., 
Subordinate Magistrates, five were clerks, one was a post­
man, the remainder were non-officials. • In March 1887 two 
grants were made to officials and t,vo to non-officials; in April, 
one was made to a non-offiGial, two to officials; in May, six 
were made to non-officials and three to officials; the remain­
der were granted in tIle montlls of ~une to August 1~87. TI1~ 
areas granted were in all but one case less than a quarter of 
an acre. The prices paid varied from ]ls. 5 to Rs. 1,740. 
Grants were made in eacll month from March to' August 1887. 
At first the prices paid were small but they soon rose. In 
Bhamo the land near the river and eligillle for building on is 
very limited; hence tIle High prices received. In addition 
to these grants the Deputy Commissioner made several leases 
of land of small value at trifling rents. N 0 grants were made 
in .Bhamo except under the rules referred to. No grants ap·· 
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plied for were refused, and no· complaints were made of the 
action of Government at Bllamo in regard to the alienation 
of land. 

The procedure adopted in tIle alienation of crown lands 
in Mandalay was as follows. Building sites were granted in 
Mandalay under dil~ections Wllicll ,,"ere approved l)y Sir 
Charles Bernard in N ovel11b~r 1886. 'fIle directions provide 
for the sale of building sites by alletion and for tl1e grant 
of t,itles to purehasers. TIle title gra11tf'tl is a permanent, 
hereditary, and transferable title, Slll)jp~t to the pa,~rlnent of 
rates and taxes, an(l to COIDI)liance ,viiI} eertain conditions 
which are set fortll in tIle deed of grant. Grallt8 of ~ss tIlan 
8J quarter of an acre arc made l)y tIle J)e}Juty Conlmissioner; 
grants of land containing nn area of m"re tIlal1 a quarter of 
an acre are made by tIle Del)llty Commissioner witll tIle :tIl­
proval of the Commissioner. No distinctioIl is macle between 
officials and non-oflicials eitller as regarcls ·tlH~ nature of tllO 
title granted or as regar(ls tIle manner in Wllich tIle grallt is 
made. 'fIle proce(lure uncler "\vIliell grants are In ad (.a is as 
follows.· TIle applicant for a grant l)resents 1 () tllP, l)epllty 
Commiss-ioner a written apI)lication for tIle site \vhich IH~ 
desires. If the site al)plied for inc] udes an area of 1110re tll:111 

a quarter of an acre; tIle aT)I)lication is slllnnltte(l l)y tIle 
1Jeputy Commissioner t.o tIle Conlmissioner for orders Wl1ctller 
tIle site a})plied for sllall lle 80J(1 l)y auctior~. ,,..{f tIle area 
3Jpplied for does not exceed a quarter of an acre, ttle Deputy 
Commissioner takes action on llis o,,"n resIJolLsil'ility. When 
it Ims been decided tllat the site may be sold, the Deputy 
Commissioner makes it known by utlvertisement in tIle local 
newspaper, and by printed Ilutices affixed at places of I)ublic 
resort, tllat tIle site llas been applied for. 'l'Ile advertisement 
and notices specify tIle person WilO has applied for the site, 
and state that it "viII lle sold by plllllic auction to tIle Iligl1est 
bidder on a date whicll is named and "rilicll is never less than. 
14 days distant from the date of tIle advertisement. '1'11c 
auction is held on the cJ.ay fixtfl in the Deputy Commissioner's 
office, and the· upset IJrice w llich lla~ been fixed by tIle 
Deputy Commissione.~ is declal~ed. The upset price fixed is 
the price which is believed to represent the value of the land 
to be sold, and is decided on after consideration of the esti­
mated value of land in tIle neigh~ourhood. The price fixed 
in the first auctions held under the directions was Rs. 50 an 
acre. In later auctions held prior to August 1887 the price 
was fixed at Rs. 100. TIle upset price having been decided 



( 28 ) 

on, bids wre invited and the laij.d is knocked dOl\rn to tIle high­
est bidder. At the .auctions which bad been lleld· up to 
August 1887 £1'0111 10 to 12 pcrs(;n,~, ~llc~uding ,European.s, 
II\dian~, and Burmalls, generally ma.de blds. Elg11t grants 
,vere made, tllree to officials ancl fi VA to nOll-officjal~. One 
grant, nanlely, to Esoof MallOlllefi Madaree, was 'made in 
Marell, l.e., some lTI011ths 11efore tIle telegram of th,e T·irlbes' 
correRIJ011dcnt ,vas publislled. Tlle site obtained by E. ~I. 
Madaree is situaJ,p(l on tIle banl( of tl1e Irr~\\raddy, and was 
'sold to llim llnuer tIle follo,vil1g eirClllnstances. Somt_~ montlls 
previous to Mttrcll 1-887 he bOllgllt the E!itc, Wllich was Gov­
ernment. property, from a Burman WI10 llad lleen permitted 
to tpmporal'ily oceuI>Y it under tIIA Burrrlesc r(;gi/l1te. Esoof 
Madaree lU1ct tllereforc no vali(l title to tIle site, un.d it was 
deeided to sell it llilder tIle direetions. ()n the auctioll being 
l1e1<.1 Esoof Madaree bOllgl1t it. 'VitIl tJle exceIltion of tllis 
site, all tlle sites <ol-~rante(l are in tIle SOlltIl-east of tIle to\vn, 
rt~mote from tIle l)usiness (luarier, and very ~IJarsely occupied 
owing to tIle s'vamp~T nature of tIle,lan(l alld to its exposure, 
in Burmese times, to attae]{s from danoits. . 

In addition to tlie graTlts made ltnder tIle direc~ions two 
special grants were macle in Fel)ruary 1887 l)y Sir Charles 
Hernarfi to M.essrs. Bridges anti }'forde, tIle DeI)uty Commis­
sioner an{l District Superintendent of. Police of Man(lalay. 
'rlle land glranted had all area of 8~ acres and was sold at lts. 
50 an acrf~ .... Sir Cllarles 13erIlard nlC1ue tllCSC special grants., 
because it "vas l1rcessary tllat tIle officers in qllestion sllo'uld 
live in tIle town, and l)ecause 11e desired· to assist them to 
llouse tllemselves prol,erly. 'l~be sites granted to tllem are not 
situated in tIle ul1sincss part of tIle .town l)llt in "Taste land. 
The ·price IJaid, Rs. 50 an acre, was believed to be a fair price 
because it ,vas a little lligIler tllan tlle price at whicll tVttO 
adjoirling sites llad been purellused ,by private sale a short 
time previously. One of tIle grarlts made after auetion was 
made to Mr. Matlle,v's, WJIO aIJI)ears to be tIle gentleman re­
fel"r~d to as a probationer in tIle 11imes' cOlTespondent's tele­
gram. lir. Matllews is an. Assistant {Jo~rp.issioner who in 
1887 "Tas on probaticn and was stationed at Mandalay. His 
duties required his constant presence in the town. The 'con­
ditions under whicll he obtained llis grant were in no way 
different from th.ose under Wllich non-official grantees receiv.e 
grants. TIle site was put up to auction at an upset price of 
Rs __ 50, and after a keen competition, in which two natives of 
India l~id against Mr. Mathews, was knocked down to hiln 



for Rs,850, or Rs. 293 an acre (including cost of expropri­
ating squatters). TIle ·com petition. at this auction is said to 
have. been keener than at any otller. · 

Only t,~o applications for grttnts of la,nd" so far as can l)e 
ascertained, were refused ill Malldalav to'vn bet"\\reen tl1e date .... 

of the occupation of ~Iandalay un(l tIle (1* of tile1.T'inl,e,· 
correspondent's telegr~lll~ The aI)111ic::tlltS\V"ere a }\IIr. Morton 
and a Dr. Hendersoll. ~:lr. lVlortoll aI)I)liecl for a grallt of a 
tract 9f country on the outsl(irts or Mandalla.y to l)c llse.(i as a 
brick-field. 'i)e 'Depllt~r COIlllllission,er, l\lan.dalay, deeline(i, 
and riglltly, to entertain tIle a I)I)lieation heCH:'llSC tIle area alp­
plied for, about fotH S(lllare Iniles or 2,575 acres, ,,'"as :1bsllrdly 
large and because it iJlelude<.l elllti,Tate(l laIl(i. 1)r .. 11e-neier-, 
son's applicatioIl was refuse{l llcc[tuso tht~, site \vlliell lie re-
quired en,croaclles 011 a IHI1Jlic roacl, an(l also lJeeallSe jt is 
sitllate(l on tIle 'fllillgaztt ereek. 'fIle local alltllorities lla(l 
been endeavouring to remove 13llrrrlan, (}e(~uI)rtnts of sites, 

. situated, like tllut apI>lied for l)y Dr. IIcn.d.erson, 011 this.ereek, 
because tlley defile it 'by tl11'o\\rillg refuse, &c., iJlt..O it. It 
was not consiflere(l :.l{lvisal)le to g'rallt to Dr. lIeJlder~on a 
site Wllicll "\vould ctrtainly Tlave l)ecn refllSe(1 to a l"u.rmaiL 
One aI)IJlicatiol.l for a u-rant of land. ill MandaJay (~i tv: i.l!.., 
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within t.he .. c~rltonIn,cllt ,vas refusotl to ]Y[essrR. l)ycr all(l Co.,' 
brewers~ Messrs. ])yer and 00. a,rc G·overl1.1nCH'lt IJeer eOIl­

tractors. 'l'llcy apI)lie{l for a grant of a site to .b,uild a l)eer 
gqdown. Tlleir ap}Jlication was l'eje(~te(l.~ at the ill$tan.ee of 
the Military autllorities. 

Besides alienating IUllel al)solutely t9 tIle extent (letuiJed 
above, Governnlent llad I)revious to Allg'ust 1~87 nlade leases 
and tentporary assignnlents of CrO\Vll laIltls to l>ersons to 
whom it was not const(iered (lesirable to mal(e olltrigllt grants. 
The temporary assignments of GoverIlment lan,(l were made 
to flersons expropriated froln tIle city, i.~., tIle area inclucled 
within the city walls, and £1'0111 tIle site of tIle railway station. 
A larg'e number of persons, almost all of ,,110m "rere J3ur­
mans, were compelled to move tlleir houses in eOIlSe(lueJICe of 
these expropriations. As it was ·n.ecessal~y to l}rovi(ie tliem 
with house-l~oom tlley ·were permitted to temIJorarily occupy 
waste land, tIle property of Government, in localities selected 
by the Deputy Commissioner. TIley received no title to tlle 
sites they occupied, and were merely sqllatters. Since 1887 
th.ey hav~ under certain conditions been given absolute titles 
to the land assigned to tl~em. The only cases in ~hich leases 
of wast~ 181nd had been made up to August, 188'7 were the 
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following. In all except the' first the sanction of th~ Chief 
Commissioner was given to tIle lense ~-

(1) Eleven leases of land for brick-making' purJ>oses 
were mafle to BlJr'l11ans and Nati""88 of India' 
by tIle Deputy Commissioner, Mandalay, at a 
re:rft of Rs. 5 a month per acre. 

(2) Forty acres ot lowlying land in Mandalay were 
leased to the Bunna Construction Company. 
The land was leased for lJrick-making purposes 
only. The rent fixed was Be 2 a year per 
acre. 'l'lle lellse is to run for 30 years. This 
Company Ilad undertaken to supply 11ricks for 
tIle railway, and the especially favoura'ble terms 
gi-ven were intended to induce them to push on 
tIle work. 

(3) TIle area in lIandalay, of l)et,,~een six and seven 
acres, Occul)ied by the ~aw·mills establislled by 
the Burmese Government, "ras let to Messrs. 
Dar"\\rood and Macgregor, large timber Iner­
cllants, for 10 Yf;ars. TIle rent to be paid is 
Rs. 2,000 a year for tIle first five years a.nd 
Rs. 3,000 a. year for tIle last live years. ()n 
the expiry of tIle lease tIle buildiIlgS on the pro­
perty, other- tllan those erected by the lessees, 
are to be returned to Government in good 
order.· · 

(4) A I)lot of ground on the river bank was leased 
to the -Irrawaddy Flotilla Company for 21 
year~. Thjs plot of ground is known as the 
Mandalay dockyard, and was used as a dock­
yard l)y tIle late Burmese Government. Vari. 
ous buil(lings are standing on it. These are 
inelud~d in tIle lease of tIle site. TIle :rent 
fixed is, for tIle first five years, none; for the 
next five years, R,s~ 1,000 per annum; for the 
last 11 years, Rs. 3,000 per annum. 

(5) A plot of land having an· area of about four 
acres, w llich was used by the Burmese Govern­
ment as a gun factory was leased to Messrs. 
Dyer and Co., brewers. Messrs. Dyer and Co. 
hold a contract to supply the troops in Upper 
Burma with beer for five years. The terms of 
the lease are as follows. The lease is to run for 
20 years unless terminated within 12 months 
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from its commencement by the lessees. The 
lease authorises the lessees to make such use 
as t!ley see fit of tIle buildings standing on the 
ground leased. The rent fixed is for the first 
five years Rs. 1,000 per anlllln1, for the next 
five years Rs. 2,500 I)er al1num, for tIle last 
ten yeltrs .Rs. '1,000 I)er anlll1111. It is furtller 
provided tllat on tIle eX}Jiry of tIle lease it mny 
be ren~we(l for Ul10tllPr terftl of 2() years, at a, 
rent to l)e fixecl l)y G overllment, but not to 
exceed Rs. 7,O()O :1 :vpur. I It tIle evellt of tIle 

t. 

nOll-rerl{r\val of t.he lease, all lHlild.ings standing 
on tIle land are to relllain t.he ]H"O})Rrty of Gov-
'ernlnellt. ., ' · 

(6) A plot of lallcl 111P:tsuril1g al)out ·quarter of Ull 

aere "\\~as leased to tIle lrra\\raddv ~'lotilla Conl-
t. 

pany; 011 tIle SllOl'e of Wle Irra\vaddy at ~l.an(la-
lay. rl'llc details of tllis lease arf~ glivcn furtller 
on. 

All tIle facts cO)lneeted ,vith' the disposal of hOllse·sites in 
Mandalay up to l1.u.gust 1887 liavc 110\V l)con. stated. It re­
mains to consider \v]lctller the I)olie.y of Go verllluent erented 
dissati~faetion. So far as eall l)c aseertaine(l, Ollly t,vo eom­
plaints on tIle s'ubject of the I)olicy of Government in aliena­
ting- crown lands llUd l)een. lllade at or a 'bollt th,~ , tirn.e wh.en 
tIle correspOl1dellt telegraI)llell tllat. the illiherallt'l~~)liey of 
GovernmLlflt eallsed muel! dissatisfaction. 'l'!lnse

04

complaints . , 
were made,- • 

(1) by a Mr. Quarme, I (2) by the Irrawaddy Flotilla 
Conlpany. 

(1) Mr. Ql1.arme is a Ellropeall, ,vho \\'8S jn tIle employ­
ment of. the I)rinciI>al native eOlnnlissariat contractor in 
Burma, Bug,,'"an Dass. lIe eomr)iainod in tIle l)eginning 
of June 1887 tllat bona jirle }JuroI)(~'1n ancI Eurasian bi(i. 
ders for land were (lrivell out of tIle market IJ)r a 'rin.g' 
of land-jobbers. Mr. Quarffi~~ did no.t explain to wllom lie 
referred, but it may l)e presumecl tllat ho referred to native 
specWators. lIis cOluplaint \vas not tllat GovernD).ent showed 
undue favour to officials, but tllat all Europeans and Eura'­
sians were prev'ented from acquiring land b.y the overpower­
ing competition of native spcc1:llators. He suggested as a 
remedy 'either that lan.d should be granted to bon,afide appli­
cants, on payment of the sum paid by Governp.1ent as indem­
~ty to Iquatters e~propriated, or that none but Europeans 



or Eurasians should lle permitted to bid at auctions. There· 
is no reason to believe that the alleged evil of which Mr. 
Quarme complains exists or ever did exist.. . 

(2) -The complaints of the Irra,waduy Flotilla Company 
were made in conseqllence of the refusal of G-o·vernment.to 
make absolute grants of riverain sites to tIle Company. The 
facts of tIle case are as follows. In 1886 tile Company 
asked Sir Charles Bernard to make them grants of land nt 
eacll pri~cipal· station along the Irra,v.addy to be used for 
piers, landing-plaees, goods-slleds, ,vharves, and. offices. Sir 
Charles Bernar(l pro}Josecl to aequire the sites ,,'11jcl1 the 
Company required undpr tlle Lan(l Acqlli~ition Itcgulation, 
the Company IJaying tIle eost of eXIJropriati()~, and to lease 
the sites, exeept tlHJ site ill l\ialldalay, to the Conlpany for 
50 years. rl'hc·Yflarly relIt to lle Ilai<tf()r each site durillg tIle 
first 10 years of tlle lease ,,~as to l>e a Ilominal one of Ite. 1. 
'l'lle rent to lle IXti(l for-' eael} site (lllriJlg tl1C remainillg 40 
years" ,\ras to 1)0 Rls. 100 a year. The. sit.e at Mal1dalay was to 
be le~sed for 12 JT('ars, at a rfl11tJ of Rs. 200 per alllll11n. rrll~Se 
terms were at first agree(l to l)y tIle COIllpallY, l)ut sub8e­
quently tlley rc-opcned tIle (luestion "\Vllctller leases or grants 
sllould be made to thenl. Lil(e tIle eorresIJoncleIlt, tlley coni­
plaineu tllat tIle leasc~ \Vllicll (:}overnlneIlt I)ropoRed tp ~~iVA 
tllem were sllort and sul)jcct to eOll(litiol:S. In consideration 
of tIle rcadi."ess. witll 'Vlliull tlle COmI)all)T l1ad ill some otl1cr 
matters mp~ tIle "visllcs of tIle local adrrljnistration, tlle term pf 
lease in tlle case of .l\1a11da]a:r ,vas extcl1ded froln 12 to 21 
years, and in all cases tlle Company ,'rus allowfld tIle ltig-lit to 
remove bllil(lings erpetRd l))T thenl or to g'et tIle value of tllose . 
buildings at tIle erld of tl1e l(~ase. }~llt ausoillte grants of tIle 
sites ,,'ere refllscd. 1'110 aetion of ·tIle Bllrlna adnliJlistraJtioll 
in the matter of thps~ riverain sitps ,\THS in accordance witll 
tIle orders of" tIle Governrnellt of J ndia. '.rllere ·are very 
strong- objections to ~ tIle grant, al)sollltely, of rlv~rniil site~ 
to the Irrawudcly Flotilla COID})Uny. Tile sites arc at present 
of Blnall value, but tllere call l)e little doul)t that in the course 
of tl!e next 50 years, wit}l tIle increase of trade, the value of 
some if not all ofl tllonl "rill increase greatly. It is not 
impossible tlUlt tIle Governrrlent may at a futllre time require 
one or more of the sites for its own purposes. On these 
grounds it ,,,~ould l)e un,i\J'isc on tIle part of Government to 
permanently alienate tIle sites at tIle present time. In. the 
case o~ Mandalay suell a course would 11e especially unwise, 
because there can be no doubt that riverain sites at Man. 
dalay ltill hereafter be very valuable. Further, it VM>~ld be 
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impolitic to grant absolutely to · the Il'l'a."YaddJ" }'lotilla (~Oln­
pany the best river sites at all the principal stations along 
the Irrawaddy. TIl~ Company' enjoys a nionopol,yof ri,Yer 
steam traffic. It is und~sirable to sacrifiee t1le interests of 
the GoverlLment in order to strellgtllell tlli8 monopoly. 'l'he 
TifJnes' corres110ndcl1t ,~ras legal adviser of the Company in 
tlleir negotiatio11S ,yitli GO'verJlnlent concerning tllCSC sites. 
Towards tIle Cl1d of May tIle C(1111)nn)r strongly urged tIle 
Government to g'ive tlielU al)solllfe grallt~ UJ'g'llillg that as 
suell grants were l)cing giY'cn to otller 1>ersolls it 'ra~ reaSOll­
able tllat tlley shou~d lJe g'ivell to ih(' Corupany. 011 the 
17tll June tIle Ollief C0111111issioIler f'Xt(l11dc(1 the l(\a~e of tllC 
Mandalay site for 21 ~1"pnrs, htlt 111fl.{lp no furthpr eoncessjon: 
011 tIle 28tll Jllne 3J)}>eared t lie eorreSI)011ftCllt's tplpg'rul11. 

In conelll~io1]. IJrief eCHnnlcnt may lJH Jl1ude 011 thp 'l"i~Jles' 
t, 

(~orrespondent's ass(.jftiollS or il1lll1erl(lops. rl'hf'y are as fol. 
lows:- • 

(1) tllat tl1e l)olicy of t }le loeal admil1istrntion i tl dis. 
pOSillg' of era'Yll lands i~ illil)craJ ; 

(2) that ill (iisl)osing' of suell land favolll' i~ sho,,"n to 
offieials; 

(3) that the I)oliey of tllP administratioll eallSPR dis-
satisfactioll ; . 

(1) that (joverl1mrnt refuses to ~ell to anJ1" lnlt a public 
offieial evel1 small lots of (j-OY{\rnlnt t')J.t~ 1u n(1 ; 

(5) tllat leases grantetl arc &lH)J~t UJltl sul)jecf to eon­
clitions; 

.(6) that oilieials are ullo,vefl to purellase on ad·~ta,rl-
tageous terms ; 

(7-) tllut almost uncontrolled J)o~r is ('xercisfld by 
pllulie officers; 

(8) that tllerefore l1atives, Ulld indeed Europeansllold ... 
ing unoffi(~ial l)osition~, I)aturally llesitate to 
cOIDI)ete ,vitI) officials; 

(9) tllat it is unlleeessary that officials in l\'larlualay 
s]1ould lJe pro,-~dcd ,vith permanent residen(~es 
8;8 tlle~T are often changed. . 

(1) It is cleftr from t}l(~ liistory of the caRe tllat tlle policy 
of Government has 110t IJeen jllil)eral. The administration 
has ~ranted, and proposes to continue. to g~nt in perp'etuity, 
sites for houses in ~landalay, Bllamo, and, If necessary, else­
where: It lias refused to alienate river frontage permanently', 
but it has gone out of its way to help tlle Fjotilbl 0oropany to 
acquire suitable sites, and has given tIle Company leases for 
DO years except in Mandalay. 
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(2) Except in the caRe~ .. of Messrs. 13riclges and Ffome" 
officials desirous of obtaining sites \vere treated in precisely 
the same ,,~ay as non-officials. 

(3) No complail1ts have been made of tIle I)olicy of Gov­
ernnlent exeept by Mr. Quarme and l>y tIle eorresponclent's 
clients, tIle Irra,vaddy Flotilla Conlpany. ] t lias bE'en explain­
ed that tIle complaints of Mr. Quarlne and of tIle Company 
are unreasonable, and tllat in refllsing to make perlnancnt 
grants to the ()ompany G'overllnlent lIaR merely perforrrle(l its 
duty as IJrotector of tIle publie interests. 

(4) Government docs not refuse to sell land to any but 
a public official. It IJas macIc nllmerous sales to Il011-officials 
in Bllamo and to several non.-offieials ill !rlalldalav. One of .' the sales to non-offieials ill ~:1andalay nnel nine of tIle saleR t,O 
non-officials in Bllamo ,,,ere ITlade 80rne tilne l)ofore the date 
~on Wllicl1 tJle eorresponclent tcle!~'raI)he(l " ~Phe ]oeal G'ovcrn­
ment * * * refl~es to se'll to nIl.V lHlt a I)ublie official 
even small lots of pul)lie land .. " 

(5) 'l'he terms of tIle leases l11a(le are not sllorter than the 
necessity of tlle cases in ',vhiell tlley were made re(luL~ed. 
Witll tIle exception of tIle Il'ra,,"ucl(ly ]~"'lotilla ConlIJany the 
persons recei,ring leases di(l not eOIllJ)laill of tIle sllortness of 
tIle terms of lease. 'l'bo leases gralltcd to the OOmpan)T are 
to run for 50 years, a term ,vJtiell cannot l)e (,aIled sllort. 
No condi~tQlJs have l)een inlposfd in tIle case of ~itller leases 
or graBbj;'except suell as ""~ere nee~ss(1ry t.o safegllarrl tIle inter-
"ests of Government t1Tld tIle gcneralIHll)lie. 

(6) Officials are not allo,,,cd to I)urehase lan(l on faVOllr-
able terms. · 

(7) 'fhe asserti~n tllat officials have uneo11trollpd power is 
untrue. 'J'heir llo"rer is sllhjpet to th.A eontrol of tile la"" and 
of their s"tLperiors. 

(8) TIle assertion( tllat natives uncI nOll-offieial Eltl"Opeans 
hesitate to l>id against offieials is also untrue. 13idclirlg at 
auctions depends clltirply 011 tIle eligi bility of tIle site, not on 
the position of tIle origjrlal a I)I)lieallt. 

(9) Officials at Mandalay req.uirc hQusf's whether they 
remain there for six mOlltlls or for six years. Government 
is unable to provide tllPm ,yith .11ouses. 1J nless they are 
allowed tIle same facilities as l)rivat~ persolls for procuring 
sites tlley cannot build for jl1elllselves. It wo'uld he most 
unjust and impolitic to do aTlytlling ,vlliell would render it 
mope difficult for an official than for a non-official to llouse 
himscl1 properly. 
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. In fact in vie""" of the 11ufounded accusations w-hic]l may 
be brougllt against an offieial '"TjlO hu.ys a site for C1 l\.ous~, 
Government has JI0\V fraJ11Cd sI)ceial rllles for leasing build-
ing sites to its officers ill U l)l)cr Ilurnla. · 

IN tIle Ti1J1,es of the lOth .t\.llgll~t IH87 trhere appeare{l a 
second telegrall1 frolll the R!l.ll~O()n eorrespondrut on the sub. 
ject of lancl-jol>l)i ng' in -IJ PI){·~r l~\lfnla. rl'hat teleg'l-n.ln eon­
tained several nlis-statclllell ts, Htlld eO}l \"(l~\Ted, gen~rrd ly, a . . , '-- .. 
,vrong Inlpresslon or (jOVp]'llnl~tlt a(·tio11 ill thp Innttpr of the 
disposal of lall(l. rr'IH~ st.attl l11Pllts 111fltlp irl the fil'st })()rtion of 
the telegral11 arc not, <illite (u:enratp. ~l'lle HrpH. .of the land 
sold to lVIessrs. I~r~{l~!'ps aud }-'fol'(l(~ "'as R 1, not 8~ acreR. 
TIle priee J)ai(l ,,~as J.ts. ~jO~ 110t 50 shilJJllg'8~ an aere. 'rhe 
circumst.anees of tIle sa}(A art' flllly S(.)t forth 011 page 2H of 
this pamphlet. ~rlln (~orreSp()lldelli, ~a)?s: "] t is allegt~l th.at 
"otller pul)li.c offiecrR have also ])11vately 11tlrcllased rHlblic 
., land ill ~lal1(lalay_ .i\t l)reSellt t llP-re is no })l'oof of this." 
This stutell1ellt is anl higuOllS. . 1 f jt, 111P:1nS til:. t ot.llc*r officers 
besides lVle~srs. l1riclg'f:1s t1l1(l l~'rordp Ita ve pItr(' hilSflcl I:t,ud from 
Governlnetlt Ollt.~i,-le 1,hp. rlllps, thn ~tatelllpnt ·is jrH~orrect,. If 
it mO""llS that J)ltl)lie offi(~(\rs Ita vn l,urehas(~d TH'i vutp land in 
~andalay l>y I>rivate eontra(~t., it statc~ a 1'a,,-1 \v}lieh is no 
doubt trt'A "ritll rpg':1f(l to SOllIe or the ~u hOl'dinHlte o:tfieials. 
Mr. N oyee, a lVlyotJl{ or su h01·di1late 111ag'i~t rate, ~\qug'ht sonle 
land, al1d 1\{r. l)avis, a Puhlie \yrOltks I)Pl>artnlPnt, I (jvcrsef'r, 
lJougllt a little 1101180 for 11 illlself, but it \V~H~ llar(lly ,vortll 
mentiolling. 'l']tel'O is 110 rule \vhicll I)revpnts GoVel'llment 
c..fticers from buying' llouse-sites to Ii ve 011, and a.ny sllell rIA-Ie 
,vould be a ri{liculol1s Olle. 'l'llcre eall 1)0 little (louht that the 
correspondent intcn<letl it to l)e inferre(l that other officers 
besides Messrs. l~ri(lges ttlHi }"for(le had bougllt land from 
Government outsi{le tlu~ rules. • • 

The correspondcllt 11CXt takes execI)tion to tho size of tIlE' 
sites sold to Messrs. 13ri(lges alld Fforde. As eXI)laincd on~ 
page 28, land is not valu~,hl~ i)~ the locality in whieh Messrs. 
Bridges and Fforde reeeLVe(l sItes; COn~p(l uf'~tly tll~ p-xact 
area sold "ras of no great consequence. SItes 01 a co~slder~ble 
area "' were sold in order tllat ~Iessrs. Bridges and ~'for(le 
might be spared tile discomfort of co~tiguity to nati~e noises 
and smells. Anyone who lms been In Mandalay knows the 
extent of the discomfort' which must· be endured. by an 
Englisllman who has to live ~n tIle inlmediate vicinity o~ 
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native houses. TIle cor11espondent conveys Bin entirely wrong 
idea of the position of M.essrs: 13ridges and l?forde by calling 
tl1em " 8l'l borllina te officiuls." TI1AY ~vere t ""0 of tIle l1ig'hest 
local civil officials in lVlandalay al1d oecupied an entirel! 
different position from that suggested by tIle term H subordI-
nate. " 

~rlle eorres})ondent g10es on to say tllat tIle price paid 
for la,nd adjoining' tllat sold to Messrs. Bri<.lgcs and Fforde is 
not a fair criterion of tlle vallIe of tIle land sold to tllem, be­
cause sqllatters in Mandalay sell tllPlr nominal rit~hts at ,"'ery 
moderate I)rices. The corres})onac]Jt llere aSSllmes that 
the sites sold l)y l)rivate C011tract in tI10 vieinity of Messrs. 
Bridges an(l ]'forde's sites wpre ~ql1atters' sites. 'fhis is not 
correct. The t\VO sitps tuljoining tllose sold to Messrs. 
Bridges anel }~forde; ,vhicll are refpl'red to on paige 28 9JS 
having IJeen soleI hy private eOlltraet, were not squatt~rs' sites, 
but were tIle private I)rolJel'ty of tIle persons WIlO sold tllem. 

TIle corrCSI)Ollclent next eOID11ares l\ianclalay ,yith 1111amo. 
lIe sa~ys tllat land is not more valllal)le in Blmmo than in 

• 
Mandalay. 'J'llis is ineorrec~ I..Jalid is, absoilltely, more 
valuable in Bll:1mO tllan ill .Manclalay, and land at tIle dis-. ~ 

posal of Government is far Inore valuable in tIle former tllan 
in the latter town. TIle rcaSOllS for tllis state of things are a~ 
follows. 'rIle Sllpply of land in 1~llamo is very linliteu, tIle 
supply in Mandalay is larg-e. In Bllamo a considerable area 
of valuabl~ J.al1d belongs to O-f)Vernmel1t, in Mandalay all the 
valuableJ"J:and in tIle centre, that is, the business part of. tIle 
town, belongs to priyate iIl(lj-vi(luals. 'I'lle Ollly valuable land 
which Government llas at its disposal is land Wllicll it woulel 
be impossible or impolitic to alienate to the general public, · 
namely, land required for cantonments, or for tIle railway, 
or, on the river bank, for wllarfs anu tIle like. 'fhe town of 
Bllamo is llemmed in l)y llills, a marsh, and tIle river. A 

. considerable part of it is taken up by tIle cantonmen.t, and 
tIle space available for dwelling-Ilouses is small. In llhamo 
therefore, wllere lanel is scarce, Wll~l'e valual)le land is pos­
ses3eQ. by Government, and where valuable land is put up to 
allct10n by Government, higll prices are paid; in Mandalay, 
where land is plentiful, but where valuable land, the pro­
perty of Government, is not available for sale, low prices are 
paid. 

The correspondent says fur tIler, in comparing lIanda­
lay with 13hamo: ".TIle sales (at Bllamo) ha ve been Qpen to 
al11 and there has been no favour shown." The inference 

• 
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~hich he in~endsto be drawn !rom this is that the contrary 
IS the case In Man~alaJ:'. It has been sl}o\rn on I>age 27 
that sa.1~s of land In Manda.luy a,re nn(l n.1,ruy's llltVe been' 
·conducted in a perfeetly fair and Iluhlie nltlll11er, tl1e sanle 
rules being in force in both I)laces. '1]1(1 correSI)t)lldent eOJ1-

tinues: "In my former teleg'ralll I I)ointe(l ,out that tIle 
" sIstem of ~11noullcing tllat olfieiaIs luul aI)l)lie<l for ]al1d 
" whicll was ol.fered for sale tIl tIle l)reScIlt state of ·UI)}'ler 
" Burma prevented all COIIII)etitioJ1 .. " 'l'!te illcorreetIless of 
this statement lIas beell suflleielltly set forth in :ftl earlier I)tlrt 
of tllis Note. Of all the sales llel<l In'eriolls to .Ll11g'tlSt 1887 
tllat at ,vlliell tIle eOIlll>etit1.CH1\raS l((~elH.~~t ,vas tIle sale of tIle 
site a}?pli~d for l>y ~lr. ~lattlH'\r~, all (rfiieial. ~['he eorrespon­
dent, by ttdmitting t-1utt, sal(ls in BhaJl10 llave l>een eondllcted in 
an unobjectionable nla1111fH\ J)raetil~a1Iy atlrnits that tIle stat.e­
ment is il1eorreet.. Yet he Tf'I>eats it jll t.he faee of Ids o\vn iII1-

plie(l adlnission that it is fa,}s'(~. 'flle eorresl)on(lent eontinllCS : 
"'111e GoverI1Illent luts l)een askp(l ill the Ioeal lle"rSl>:1}lerS 
H to state ,vllctller allY cOIllI>etition has ever take]1 lllaee at 
"any sale llel(l Ull(ler sttell eOlulitions. No rt'JlIJT has beell 
" given." ~rl)e correspondent's tel(~graIll is dated the IOtIl 
August.' In the llallfloon '11in~e8 of tIle Stl! .i\.ll~~ H.st aT>11oal'. 
(~d an article 011 tIle qllestioll'Y hiell statf\d~ iii ler alia, tJlf1t 
tllere llad lJcen all aV'erage of l() to 12 hid(lers nt e\ler~r arlction 
of Gov'ernment lal1(1 llel<l at ~la,ndalay: rJ'his infoI'lnation 
was commUl1ieate<1 by C;·overn.nlellt. , • 
. The correspondent continues: "tnq airy was ttl'1~o made 

H as to tIle sy.stenl 011 \V llicb the llI)set pI'iC(~ for· lall(l re(lllired 
' t: IJY· officials ~'as fixed. It is nO\I\T ttllI10llllee<1 tllat tllA land 
H thus sold to officials ,vas valued lJY a l)epllty COmJl1issiol],er 
" who had already llinlself Iltlrchase(l land at Its. 50 arl acre." 
Reference is llcre made to "1a.I1Cl re(lllire(l l)y officials" as if 
Ruell land formed a sI>ccial class of lan(l, alld· as if offieials 
were treated, in. tIle matter of snlcs of I.aIlcl, in all exccI>tional 
manner. Tllis, as lias been explained in. an. earlier l)[1rt of tllis 
Note, is not the ease. So lon.g' as Qfficials ,rere allo\ve{l to lJid, 
at auc~ions of publie land t hey were t!Jcate(~ in the sa~e \vay 
as private in(iivi(iLlals.. 'l]le ltpset prlcA of lan.cl re(lUlred l)y 
officials ·was lixed in precisely tIle same way as tIle ul)set price 
of land reqllired by non-officials, namely, on a COIlsideration of 
its probable ·value.· TIle meaning of tIle words "land thus 
sold to officials" in the last sentence is not apparent. 'l'he 
inference whicll tIle sentence suggests is that land was sold 
to officials at an absurdly low valuation by an official who was 
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himself a land-jobl)er. l;'S ~a~ heen already explained, the 
valuation fixed by tJle Deputy Gommissioner on land sold 
did not affeet the priee fetched. In the case of officials as 
well as of non-offleials tIle 1)l'i,3e :paid ,vas determined solely 
by COIDIJetition. 'l'11e upset price "yas merely tl1e price which 
the Deputy Conlmissioner l)elieved to be a fair one, and which 
was tIle lowest for which Government is willin~ to part \i:ith 
the land. 
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Note No. IV.-Administration of Forests in Upper Burma in 
1887 . 

.. 
Tezt of 1.'elegra1n l.vhich a)1pearfld in lIte 

'1fi1J~e8 0/ NOVenlb(~r 9th, 1887. 

Rangoon, Novt}nber 6th, 1887. 

NumerouA complu,iuts aro lllnde of 
the luanner ill which tlw ForBHt 1 )epal't. 
ment h~ now UdlnilliRtered and sotHO 

change appears to be urgeutly reqnil'hL 
Mr. Hill, at present Herrottll'Y of t1w 
l~oroHt Depn.rtuleut, WIlH r (' e (.1 11 t 1 ,\" 
brought to BUl'luah frOll! t,!le l)nllJauh 
and has conducted th~ hnsitlt·~.: of IliA 
departll1en t, in H, very high·halld~l(l lend 
injudicions lUalltler. J-liH Pl'<)ct'('dJn~R 
not only C!tltBe i JljnHth~(~ t () thfj foreHt 
leH8ces nIHl otiJel'R ill t l-') ~Rtecl hnt l'PHUlt 
in serious loss t(1 tlH' public l'{\ \ ' E' TllH.'. 

TIlE gent,Jelll~1n to """110m 
refelY·l1ee is .lna(le jll the tele­
gram eitt\d ill tIle lll:irgill i~ 
l\tl r. 1 J i 11 ~ ()OllSCl~va tl)l- 0 f 
}"orp~t~ in t T }Jper Rurlna. ~rlle 
st~lt~nlpnt tllat he is an offi­
epr rf~epl1tly llrouo'ht to l~ur" . ~ 

Ina fronl ttl("' I>Ul1jah ~\tgge8ts 
tllC infpren('p. t hat lIe llas no 
PXT)pri()11( ~p of llu l"lna. .l\lr. 
lIiJ l's oHieial <:a l'Ppr JU1S l)een 
as follo\\s. lIe ,ras npI)oil1t­
p(l to tile JJ'()r(\~t. ])PI):l rtnlent 
n ftpr :t seien t i fie trail1ing in 
]!"'rullce ill 1 ~72. If e sprve<i 
for fotlr "pars ill Illdia. and 

« 

in N overflher J "'76 lie was 
transferrf'(l tn HurlI1u,. He 
HerVPtl ill 13urnlt1 continuously 
fI'Oln 187H to 1 H8rl. }'rom 
Januarv '1 HHa to 1 ;..:,\}~ he "'as 

" Conservator of the ]~ e g u 
~"()rest (~ir(~le, t,}1~ most iln­
I)Ortul1t forest ellargf~ in 1~llr­
Ina UTld one of tIle most Im~ 
I)ortant in the \v hol(-~ of 1 n(lia. 
J n ,) atlllar.v ] 8H5 IH~ \\'as ap .. 
pointpd to the Inost imI)ortant 
forest elulrge in tIle J!unju·b. 
If e tilled this a I)pointlnPll t till 
Mare]t lRH7, \VhOll lH~ \\ra,s aI'· 
r)Ointf~d to tllP, (~l)arge of th.e 
forests of l~ l)I>cr .11 urma. lIe 
",vas selecte(i for tllis I)ost l)y 
tIle (j-ovcrnm(lnt of Illdia he­
ea use lIe ,vas eonsidored pecu­
liarly ,yell fitted for it by rea· 
son of his al>ility, .experienee~ 
and knowledge of Burma. 
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The cllarges made in tIle remaining portion of the telegram 
that Mr. Hill llad been guilty of lldqmanagement, arld tha~ 
he carried on tllP forest lJ:usiness in a lligll-llarlded and oppres. 
sive man.ner, injuriously affectillg the rights of })eople in­
terested and tIle public revcnllOS, are altog\etller groundle~s. 
Mr. IIiII has uclnlinistered tIle forests of 0 PI)er Bu.rma with 
much ahility and success, an(l is laying tIle fOllndatioh of a 
large forest revenue. 'l'hc clu1rges of lligll-Ilandocl and oppres­
sive action whicll tlle correSI)Olldcnt makes are Jr.ade in his 
capacity of Advocate for eertaill I>ersolls 'VI10 ealUE: in contact 
with Mr. IIill ill IllS official (~aIJaeiteY. '!'be circumbtnnces of 
tIle controversy bet\\reen Mr. Hill and tIle correspondent are 
as foll<1Ws. 

A certain Burman ~lamed 1(0 Tn llas fnr many years ~a.rried 
on the lJusilless of forester in lJ J)l)er Burnlu. lIe obtained 
leases of ,Tarions U PI)e!" Bllrnl<1 rorc~ts ullrillg tlle Burluan 
r~!Jime, all(l his l)u~illess e0l1sjstp(1 in t'xtr:teting timber from 
tllem. At tIle time of tIle ,val' Ko 'l'a llcld a lease of a forest 
kno\v"n as tIle ~1og'altllg' forest {Jll tIle lJordcrs of Cllina and of 
a forest krlO\Vn as tIle Y a 'v forest Jl0t fa r from the boun(l&lry 
of Upper and Lo,vpr Bllrnlrt. 'I']le latter Ipase expirecl in Nov­
emller 1885, but Ko 'I'll Il~l(l a Sllp})lementary agreement 
,vhicll ,,~as curr~nt till ITcl)ruar~T 1887. 'J.'llis agreeillent. 
autllorized llinl, in I'ctllrn for the 11aymcnt of Rs. 25,000, 
to bring out into tIle Irra\yadfly as nlll(~ll as lIe could of tlle 
timber 1~~i:rr2' in tIle for(.lRts all(l strearrlS \vitll1.11 the linlits of tIle 

&I '-..' 

lease. It "vas sIJecially sti}Julate(l tllat on tIle expiry of tIle 
agreement all tinlber rcmuinillg' in tho forests an(l streams 
became tIle propert y of (j-o·vernment. Under tllis supple-
lJl1elltary agrcenlent l{o '1111 extraetecl a larg'e qllantity of tim­
l)er, an(l on its expiry lle nl0ved llis elcI)ilallts an<l worl{ing 
staff from tIle Ya"r forpst to the l\Iogaullg' forest of ","Ilicll, as 
has lJeen stute(l ahove, lle held. a ICt1R('. Early iIi .June tiluber 
floatecl out of tIle Yaw 'forest strealllS into tiie Irralradciy, of 
whicll tIle Ya"v strealns are tril)lltary, and was taken po')&es­
siun of as Government property by tIle 'Forest Department. 
At tlle end of .. June tIle Tl}}tes' corresI)oncl..ent telegraphed to 
tlle Conservator of ]j-'orests offering' on 1)elu1lf of four Clletty* 
firms, 'WI10 were stated in the tf'legram to be Ko 'fu's attor­
neys, to pay rpnt overdue for Ko TIl'S forests witllout sl)ecl. 
fying t110se forests. 'l'}te rent of tIle Mogaung forest was 
consideral)ly overdue, but it '"ras deemed advisable to l"efuse 

• Chettie.s are a caste in MadraA who nre the principal1110ney-Ienders in BUl'n'la 
and conespond to the MarwariR and Mahajttns of' Western and Northern India. 
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the 9:ffer of payment as tIle correspondent's telegram did not 
show that it came from Ito Tu, and as no proof had been 1)1X>­

duced that the Clletties llM any intprest in tIle forest. On 
the 4th July tlle correslmutlellt, as Ad'voeate for Ko 'l'u sInd 
the Chetties, wrote to tlle 8eeretarv· to t1le Ollief Commissiol1er • 
in tlle ~'orest Department statillg' tllut tIle Ya,\~ tinll)er of Wl1ich 
possession llad l)e(~n taKerl l,.v tIle }'orpst DeIJartnle11t ill tJune 
had been" cOllfiscated " a~ seeurit.v for tIle ~iogalll1g- fOl"Pst 
rent; tllat in refusillg' to aeeeI)t rent for th.R Mogallng for(\st 
from tlle Chetties GOyprlllllel1t "ras rp]lu(lintilJg' all illlJ>lied 
agreenle:nt to COlltinlle llis lpase of t hp l\fo~<1ung fOl'f'st to Ko 
Tu ; tllat the timl)('r of 'vlti(~h tIle I~'orest, -l)p])artlnellt llad 
talren possession ill ~T Hlle hore thp Uhotti(~~' 111:tI'ks; nTHl tlUtt 
11e, the correSI)011uellt, he1(l a l)o'vpr-or ... a~t()rn(\v fronl Ko Tu 
to act for 11im in all mattprs (~OlUleete<l \vjth his for(lsts. 'l'he 
correspondent SUlllnlarize<l llis 'vie\v or tIle case ill tIle follow­
ing' terms :-

,~ 

" It is clear from the~t~ facts that since you have ascertainod that 
c6rtain Chetty firms were interested in I{o 'l'u't-l torf-1Ht 'yOU lJave 
sought to repudiate the rightH \vhieh you ha,<l previull'-\ly 't<1rllitte<i. 
You have atternptea, aH far as wa~ in your PO\Y01\ it> coufi:-;cate pro­
perty of great value. rrhe syAteIll wbicll you are nttenlpt.iug to intro ... 
duce in your departm~nt of itnposin.(~ p(lllnltie~ allel dl~tttuditi,~ati,)ns 
on persons according to tllt1ir l'aee and llationaltty, aud of df.;nyillg 
them thp equal and ilnptLrtial I>rot~ctioll of the law. i"'4 0PPOtH-H1 to tbe 
system which previtihj in all ot.her pLlulic dt}partiliunLs aut! Otl whicll 
Burroa and indE1cd tho Inainn ]~rnllil'e are govorlled." .... 

· As a matter of fa(~t Govprnrllerlt had llot "confiscattft " 
tIle Yaw timber as seCllrity for tIle Mogallng lea,r;e. G·ov. 

· ernment llad appropriated tIle tinl1)cr because it was G-c,-;r .. 
ernment property. Governnlcnt ha<l no intelltion of can­
celling Ko ~ru's Mogaung; lease I>ro,rided lie puicl tIle rent. 
Ko Tu was and al ways 1uts been treated jn regarcl to his 
Mogaung lease in I)reeisely tIle St1111e manller as otller forest 
lessees. TIle statenlent that ·tIle Yu,v tiinber lJore .tIle Cllet­
ties' marks was untrLle. On tIle 9tll July the corresj)ondent 
was invited to produce a ro\yer-of-attorney autllorizlllg llim 
to act for Ko Tu, ,,"'as told tllat any repreSclltations made by 
Ko Tn, or an autll~rlzed agent on · his l)cllalf, would be 

I listened to, and that if Ko Tu paid the, Mogallng forest rent 
due from him, it would be received. 'l~he correslJOndent then 
changed his ground. He llad discovered the absurdity of his 
Qbarge that the ~avr. timber had been appropriated by Gov-

.. Mr. Hill fills the dual office of Conservator of Forests in Upper Burma and. 
Secretary to the Chiet Commissioner in the Forest Depa.rtment. 

6 
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el~nment' as security for tIle Mogaul1g rent. He. aceord~gly 
stated tllat the timl>er liad been sold to the Cllettles by Ko Tu 
before tIle ex Iliry, of tIle supplerrlentary ag~reement refelTed 
to al)ove, tllat it Ilad been floated uut of tIle linlit~ of the Yaw 
forests, and that eonse<luently it ,vas the propel .. ty of . tIle 
Clletties ,vho llad bougllt it from Ko Tu. At tllO same time 
lle forwarcted a po "Ter-of-attorllcy, dated tIle 12th tTuIy, au­
thorizing- llill1 to apI)ear for Ko 'rue I t ,,'as pointed out to 
}linl that tllougll tllis power "\\Tas (late(l tIle 12tll .J uly lIe had 
011 tIle 4tll Jllly dccla~p(llliJl1self to lle 1(0 Tu's attorney. In 
explanation of tllis eirelln1stallee tl1A corr~Rl)ondent . .;;tated tllat 
wIlen ]}e wrote on the 4tll lle lleld all iml)(~lfeet !>o"\\rer-of­
attorney ancl tllut the one of tllC 12th "T[tS a Inore general one 
wllieh had l)('en 811lj~titlltpcl for the earlier one. lIe (lid not, 
llowever, I}l'od llee tbe earliPl' 0110 ill l)roof of llis u8sertion. 
rl'lle clairp 111acle l1Y the corresponuent to tIle Ya,v tim·ber was 
one ,vIllcil a(lnlittecl of arg'lllllcnt HIltllle ,vas informed that it 
WQuI(l l)e iIlq uir(-l(l into. Ell(lltiries "Jere nlalle and tIle Opil1-
ion of the GOVfll'Ilment ·Advo(~ate, tlle la,v adviser of Gov .. 
ern"lnent, ,vas takell on the lpg'ul aSI)e(~ts of tIle claim. ~rhe 
Governnlent ~1 dvocate asked. thut Ile nlig'llt 1)0 supplied \"\Tlth 
certain doeuments tQ ellallle lliIll to form an OIJil1ioll on tIle 
case. 'I'he correspol1dcn.t was asl(e(l to SllPl)ly tllese docu­
ments. In reJ)lyinga to tIle letter ill '\vl1iel1 lle was asked for 
this infol'llution tIle corl'eSI)Olldent on tlle 28rd SeI)tember 
wrote Wletter to Mr. Hill, as Secretary to tIle Ollie! COI)1-
dsione!, ""Y}licll contained tIle following stateluents :-

"()n on~ point I observe \vith pleasure a change in your tone as 
regards my clients. In your letter under reply you refer to my client, 
as "Cbetty gentlemen." "then tLis contrl)versy was comrnencing 
:vou described tht;m as "gl'ea sy usurers," on the· occasion when you 
infortned me of the intention of the :Forest lJepartment to seize all 
their tilnber then in the Irrawaddy. You ·then remarked such pro­
ceedings would probably lead to a debate in Parliarllent, but you con .. 
soled yonr~elf by observing that, after the decision in the Laidman­
Heal'sey case, no oftieial hald anythiug to fear. 1 think, in rely\pg 80 
II'l.lCh on the result vf that cause celelrre, you may find you are leaning 
on a broken reed." 

On tIle 30th September tIle corresIJonden.t, in writing to the 
Cllief Commissioner as Advocate for tIle Chetties in another 
forest case in whicll illey were concern·ed., spoke 01 Mr. Hill 
in the following terms :-

" 1'bo delay and 10s8 caused to my clients ha~ been mainly due fo 
the wrongful and oppressive action of Mr. H. C. Hill of the Forest 
Department. He commenced by avowing the intention of the Forest 
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Department to confiscate my clients,' property and by assertillg that 
the Government bq.d decided to refuse to in any ,yay recognize that 
my client~ had any right in CODneetion with. the forests. Although 
you now lnform me that my clients' rights are 'not impugned, Mr. 
Hill has, for mont~s past, used every means in ilis power to harass 
and oppress my chents. A t the commencement of this controv61·sy, 
wi.th a view of deterring the Cbetties from asserting the]l" rights, ~fr. 
HllI made the false statement to nle that certain of the tTpper Burma 
Forest Regulat,ions bad been expressly fralned by Government to defeat 
my clients' claims. Having ft:'gal'a to the COIDlJ1Unicntioll \vhich the 
Chief Commissioner subsequently addressed llle on that subject, 1 t\m 

justified in stating that Mr. IIill not only llltuiu false Htntewent8, but 
that he made statements ,,~hich he ,veIl kne\v to l)e false. I fiUl glad 
that from this correspondence and case ill1 o~)portunity "'ill he afl'ort.1ed 
me of exposing the mjsconduct nnd P8tty tyraUl!Y of ~Ir. llill,n 

· TIle clu1rges nlade hy tile correSlJOll(lelli Hg'aillst :\;[r. IIill ill 
the .extr:J;cts frO]ll his lpttpl"s (Illotpd n l)()Yn ,vprp P11t h'f\I)T llll­

foun(led and ,verc 110 dOlllJt m::ule f()r thr. I)llrpOS(~ of })rej tulie­
ing Mr. IIill in tIle eycs of GOYCl'nnlPl1t and of ol)tailllllgt a 

. decision ill favour of tlH~ (~orreSpOll(lellt's clients ill tllPir elaim 
regarding the Ullpcr ]~llrma forests. '1111c stniPH1pnt 1 hat tllA 
correspondent's ellargcs agaillst ':\ir. IIill arC' fals~ t(\sts l1})011 
tIle following fat t~. As 80011 as the eorreSI}Oll(tl'Tlt llad ninde 
the charges tllCY ~rerc eO])lmUll iuatp(l to .. \'1 r. II ill, ,r ho ,"'as 
invited to sul)mit an cx})lanatiol1. ~11'. lLi11 elllI>h.at ieally 
uenied llaving used tllC lungllug'p, or llel(l the eOllvprsation 
imputed to llim. TIe stated that lie llu(l o111y onee eonversetl 
witll the corresIJondcnt, nam(~ly, on the] atll ,J line, ~d,.(l then 
only for a fe"r minllt(.\s 'V}lPIl tllo (~'Orresl)ondellt aeeoste<l 111111. 
TIle proof of tIle falsity of the correSpOJltllpIlt's (Ju.1rgcs (ioes 
not rest solely 011 Mr, IIill's stutelncl1t. In tIle first I)lacc it 
must be mentioned that tI)e corrcRl)ondp11t Ileitller l>fOllgJlt 
llor offered to lJring any lll'oof '\Y}latever of the. eha.rg(lS m~(lc. 
In the second place the letters 1V ]d(~]l tllc (~orresl)oll(lcnt IllDl­

self wrote dispro've in an indireet InUl1ner tIle tl'Utll of llis 
charges. As is stated by hiln in tIle extract frOln bis letter 
quoted above, he 11a~ an interview with Mr, Bill ',' a~, the 
commencement of tIllS conttoversy." 'f1le <late of tltlS Illter­
view, '\yhich was tIle only il1tervie,v '\\~hicll tIle corresI>oudent 
had with Mr" lIllI, was t.he 13tll ,Tllne. On tIle 15tll ,June tll(~ 
correflpondent in .his capacity of A.dvoca~p. for the Chetti~ 
addressed a letter to Government In wIllell ]le refers to IllS 
interview with Mr. Hjll in tIle follo,ving terms :- • 

• 
, "I have reason to believe tbat the officials of the Forest Departlnent 

have adopted the view that my clients have &0 rights in connection 
with the forests in Upper Burma leased to Maung Mun Htaw, and 
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tbat·they have placed those views .bofo:e tbe Chief 9oI?~iRsioner and 
recommended him to refuse to r~{~ogluzc the ChetJile8 rIghts. I am 
confirmed in this vj~w b:y H ~onvers~j~ti(Jn I had with ~fr. Hill, in refer .. 
ence to my clients' clairp., in C0I18equeuce of flU officlal letter I wrote 
to him. if I am not al·together Dli tdniorrned, the unllsual c~urse has 
been adopted by the }'oreRt Depattnl~nt of f:ami~g sonte ~ime ,ago 8, 

Regulation f/f for the express purpose of lnterferlng wlth my clIents legal 
rights. ~rbi8 'V .. t8 done without any opportunit.v being afforded to the 
Chetties of n.~serting their rights or placing their case before the local 
Government. " 

It will be seen tllat in tllis letter, "'~ritten on1y two days 
after tIle intervie,v, the correr-;ponclellt IIHlkes no reference to 
the opprol)rious terms wltiell 11e sul)scquently accused Mr. 
Hill of using to\vards tho Cllettie~, nor do('s he aceuse Mr .. 
Hill of tllreatelling to seize all tIle tilnl)er lJelonging to the 
Chetties on tIle Irrawaddy, 110r docs 11e accuse llim of making 
any referellce to tlle J.Jaidman-llparsey ease. Furtl1er, in 
his letter of the l5tIl J nne lie earefllll)T U llstains from cllarg­
ing Mr. Hill \\ritll llaving madp tlle ridiclllollS statement tllat 
tIle Forest De}lartmrnt llafi franlod a reglllation for the ex­
I)ress purpose of interfering- ,vith Ids elipnts' legal rigIlts. He 
merely says: "1£ I am not altogetl1er nlisinformed," words 
which, "rllen read with tlle context, convey tIle idea, and welte 

. no doubt intended to eonvey the i.dea, tllat tIle corresponoRnt's 
inf.ormant was some oth.er person tllan Mr. Hill. It is impos­
sible to ttollht tllat if Mr. Hill Ilad in the conversation of the 
13tll Jl1ll-e used the. outrageous language attributed to hiII}. 
by the correspondent on tIlt 23rd and aOtll September, the 
correspondent wOl)Jd llave complained of tllat language in 
his letter of tIle 15th ,lllne. I t cannot 1)0 argued tllat out of 
consideration for Mr. IIill tlle corresI)on(lent refrainp-d from 
exposing llim up.til 11(l llad rcnderp(l Jlirnself undeserving of 
consideration. In th~ first plaee lJY acting ill tllis way tlle­
correspondent woul(l 11ave t)een failing in llis dllty to his 
clients, a fault whiell· lle was not likelv to comnlit. In tIle 

" second place the correspondent tllrougllout tIle controversy 
sllowed the greatest aninlosity to,,"ards Mr .. Hill and wrote to 
him in tIle most insulting terms. T1IC extract from tlle letter 
of 4th ~J uly quoted on page 41 is proof of this fact. It is not 
to l)e believed that tile correspondent, "rIlell he could write in 
such insulting terms, would witllhold facts damaging to Mr. 
Hill out- of consideration for tllat gentleman. The charges 
made against Mr. Hill by the correspondent and Mr. Hill's 

, 

• A " Regula.tion "is a law made by the Governor-General in Council. The 
Forest Department has no power to make Regulations. 
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defen.ce were brougllt to. t.he .notice of the (fovel'D.ment of 
India. The Government of India expressed an Opillion that 
the charges made by the correspondent appf,ared to lUlve no 
serious foundation und tllat Mr. Hill's eXIJlanation ,vas Sllffi .. 

ciently satisfactory to admit of its hp,ing fullv an(l un)'eser· 
vedly accepted. ~rhe G01i~ernor-Gpncraf-in ()olillciI according­
ly placed on record a distinct order (lxc'tll})ating Mr. IIill and 
accepti~g his explanation. 

As llas l)een Rtuted ·on }lage 42, '\Vhf'll the eorrespondent 
formulated tIle elailTI 'Vllich lie nladPt 011 hpha.If 0(' his elients, 
a c~reful enquiry was llel(l tllld t lit, fl{l vier of GoverJl1l1ent 
Counsel was taken. The re~nt1f, (Jf thp l\11(111iry '\Tfl,S to eon­
vince tIle Ollief COlll111js~ion(\r that the elainl or 1110 (Jorre­
spondent's clients \va~ ill:1dlllissill)P. '1'h,(\ (·ol'rpS])o11(lel1t ,vas 
informecl of tIle Ollief COIUfllissiollPr'H (lpei~i(rn Oll tllP. 22THl 
October 1887, flll(l )l{-' ,vas toifl nt. th(· SHlllP till1P i hat tllO nlat­
tor 'VOllI(l lJe refprrpcl for tIle finnl Otclt'rs of thp (J()Verllll)l~lt 
l)f India. On tl~e 6th N OY'ell11)(~r t Ill' (~()1'rp~p01Hlpl1t sent to the 
:.tT'f£rnes tIle teleg'rcun (illote(l at t]lt\ l)pg'illning' of t hi~ notp. rrhc 
Governrllent of Il1dia (~()11elu'r{'(1 ,,,itll the Cl11Pf ()('lnllli~sioner 

• in llol(ling tile eltljnl to 1)0 inaclmissihle. rrhis \' i('\V ,,"us u}>hpld 
l>y tIle Secretary of St.ate to 'V1H)111 the Cll{\t ties a pp.enle<l. 
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• 
Note No. V.~-Administration of Justice in Upper Burma in 

I887. 

II THERE are numerous complaintR regarding the adrninistration of 
justice in Upper Burma, and reform is urgpntly roquired." 

(Times' <!orrespondent's telegraln, <luted Rs.ngoon, tIle 2nd 
October 1887.) · 

The telegram is flated t}l~ 2n(1 ()etnl)f'r ]887. At this time 
two cases in whiell tIle eorrpSllOnd{\llt t1I)I)eare(l 'Vp)'(-l llell{iing 
before the Commissiollt~r of tIle SOllthprn })i vision. In Olle of • these tIle correspondent 11a(1 ,vritteTI an insolAnt allcl controver-
sial letter to tIle Commission~r before \VllOm tlle casp ,yas pellfi­
ing. The two cases ,vel-e- ~ 

(i) rtt~ case of the acquisition oi Mr. Mackenzie's 
110118C and land at ~lying'yan.' 111 tl1is case 
Governlllcnt reqllired tlle use of a hOltse belong­
il1g" to Mr. ~r. Mackenzie. lTnahlC" 10 COIDP to 
a satisfactory agrrenlPnt as t·o t l)p priee to be 
paifl, tIle Chief C01I1Illissioner d 11"( ~l~te(l tllO ac­
quisition of tlle llollse and land ullder tl10 U 1)­
per 13urma Land Accllli:-\ltion Itoglliation . 

• Proceedings \\·cre taken in (iue eOllrSf~ !Kld the 
Collector a,varded Rs. 9,Ou2 as eomI)ensation. 
TIle Commissioner was moved to re vise tIle 
award and (liel so, increasing the amount to 
Rs. 15,000 with interest .• All tIle I)roeeedings 
were regularly taken under tIle ltegulation. 

(ii) The case in 'Vllich a Madrasi named. Lazarus was 
fined Rs. 100 for an-,assault on a Burmese ladJr 
and in Wllich LazarllS cllarged an officer of th,~ 
Public "\\T orks Department (Mr .. Leonard) wi tIll 
assault. TIle Magistrate who tri~d tIle case 
imposed an e~f~e8sive fine on tIle Ma(lrasi laza­
rus and dealt in a perfunctory way wit11 Laza. 
rus's complaint. These errors were both rec­
tified by the Commissioner when the cases were 
brout~ht to his notice as the revising Judge. 
The sentence on Lazarus was reduced, and Mr. 
Leonard was tried and fined. The Magistrate 
has gone on leave. 
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These are the only two cases whicll can be specified with 
certainty as cases to which thp, T!mes' correspon~en~ refers. 
They do not seem to a~ord !Ir!:mn.a f?r a general mdICtme~t 
against tIle administratIon of JustIce In Upper Burma. It IS 
to be noted that botll of these cases occurred in the ~me dis-
trict. 

WIlen tllis telegram was received in Rangoon enquiry was 
made to ascertain wllether eorilplaints of the kind indi(~ated 
had come to tlle knowledge of tIle local authorities in Ul)per 
Burma. rfhe Commissioners reported tllat suell complain.ts 
had not been made. TIle Commissio·ners exercise in their 
divisions tIle fullest powers of revision. 'rIley receive state­
ments of the cases tried by 8ul)ordinate Courts; and tIle Chief 
Commissioner recei1Tes montllly statements of tlle criminal 
work of tIle s\l'bordinate Courts and of tIle Comnlissioners 
a·s COtITts of appeal and revisioll.. 'l'lle statements SllOW~ that 
the Commissioners' powers are freely exercised. 

The files of t.he local Rangoon and Mandal~y papers for 
the nine montlls preceding the 2nd Octoboc 1887 were ex­
amined. These pal)ers have never been reticent whene·ver 
there has been an opportunity for animadverting on the COI1-

duct of Government officers. TIle lllesult of tIle examina­
tion S}lOWS tllat, wIlen the extent of time over "\\Tllich the ex­
amination has spread is considered, tIle complaints are -not 
numerOllS. In some cases tIle Cllief Commissioner has 
thoug~, it necessary to enquire into tIle matter referred to: 
As a rule he lias fo·und tIle complaints to be unfounded or 
grossly exaggerated. -
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Note No... VI,-Cor.dition of l\1andalay in November 1887. . ' 

'l'ext of 'l'elc'gra'ol, dated lfall{jo( tll.l!!lh 
.iVov6'rnbf'r 1887, lI.!hich rrppl'fll'crl ill 
the " r,fi,tneB." 

" 'rile dist,rictR now HloRt excit,Nl It 11 d 
disturbed tU'H thoHe Hl'oUlld l\lu,lltlala\ 
and thoi\e \vithill tIle l'1tl)g(~ (If it:-- 11;­
finenc~." 

'1~111~ distriets rOlll1(l l\lUll­
tia in ¥ :tr(· t l)ose of-

e 

~h \\" pl)(). lIe YU \ll\~i). 
1 ~ lll) ~,. ~ l i 11 (\S.· S[{ ga ill g. 

..L\ YH. 

L )lu'i llg' t h(~ 1110nt h \r hi(~h l)re­
{~pdfi(l thp 1 ~t.h 1, ()\~pl.n lJer 
lH87 llod(~ of thpspdist.riets, 
\\'el.'O ill a eOTul it ion ,\'11ieh 
eonht he callf~(l (listtlrl)Pcl. 
'1'l1p 8ap;aillg' d istriet" \\'hi(~h in 
IH~~, heealtlP vflr~ dj~ttl.,.h(l(l, 
'\yas ,jn Koveml)(\1' lRS7 eOlll­

,para tively trn n q u j 1. 'J' ]1 t' 

on l~" ~f\rio'us R (·t of nrga.llizt"tl 
("rinl(, eOlnll1ittpd jll. DllV of 

• 
t IHJ ahove lllt'llt iOllf'(i (listri(ds 
a lLrill~' the 1 )(\]"io<1 in q ltestioll 
\\ as thp a1 ta(~ k {)11 t] lP }lyin .. 
lUll 1,oll(~p posi in ~a~ahlg' 
hy a body or (la'~0its. ~rlli~ 

• • 
(lisast('r \ras n11 is(lt:Jt,~(l 
(HlP a 11d ,ras 1101, 1'0] lo,vf?cl 1:>y ., 
all outl)l'pa]{ or distllrhaJlep 
(~itllPl' in Sag-aillg' or ill tllf~ ad­
jaeellt distl'iets. ]~otJl l\iall ... 
dala y to\\,ll and, ~laIHlalay (lis-

~ ~ 

triet \\'(\l'e rernnr]\al)l), (}llif't 
d llrjIlg' tIle 1110n t,h (\l1tli11g' 12tl1 

\, . 
N ovpml}('lr. ~.rJlis eonditiotl 
or tra11C]11illity has hepn 'nluin­
tuin(.l(l lIT> to t IH k l)l'esent (la~ 
(N OVC11l1)el' 1888). 1'11e dis­
tri(~ts nl0st dist·urbed. dllring 
the I)eriod in (lUestiol1 were 
the Lo,v!~r Chindwinand Min .. 
btl. '1'l1e disturl)ances in tile 
Lo'wer Cllind.win were, how .. 

7 
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ever, suppressed in tIle latt~r · 
part of Octo lJPr. l?or tl11'ee 
weeks ber ore tIle '12t11 N o,r­
ember tl1at district was con1-
paratively trallCluil. 

Serious (liseonteTlt did not 
l)revail jll Mau(lalay at tIle 
tinle "",'"hell tIle correSI)011(1-
ellt's telcgralu 'vas "\vrittell, 
nor is tllerc any reaSOll to .. 
l)clievc tlUlt 1J I)I)cr J)llrnl:1 

generally is affeete(l by tIle 
state of public feeli ng' ill 

}Ilanuu]ay. Any (llseollt(~]lt 

wllieh Inu.y exist or Inay 
llave cxistpu in M.ulldalay is 
<lue to I)urely lo(~al cau.scs, 
nUIllfA ly, tlle im l)o~itioll of 
taxatiOJl in }Ialldalay. It is 
not I>rol)a111e that I)crsons liv­
ing ou.tside }:[andala,Y sylll}JU­

tllizc ,vitIl tIle inllal>itaJlts or 
tllat town ill tl1e Irlutter of 
t.axation in \\r]licll ~lalldal(1y 
}las lillherto {.lnjoyed l)rivi. 
leges 110t sllared lJY tllf' rest 
of tIle IJeoplc. 

" Seriolls <1iHcf)llterJ t IH'evails in :\1 an • 
dalay, and this feeling re-actA tv a eer­
tail} extent on all lJpper 13ul'lna. The 
diHcontent in Mandalay is due partly 
to enUReH which were nnn voida.l,lo, hlit 
iH to ROlne extent ('allRed by the illjudi­
CiOUR n.ctiuu of the 10c 11 autllol'ities . 
~illce its fOlll}(lation 80}Ue UO yeal's ago, 
1\1 an <1u,lay ill acc'ordanre with long­
"!-It H hlitihl'tl eUHtlllll l-l.H thp l'el:-li(lonco of 
tlw l{ing, waR exelnptod !'rOlIl tftxation, 
a large pl'oportion of its p ~)l'lllHtion con­
Hl:-:tillg of ofticia,lH and Floltliel'H fJlllployeu 
n,\)ont tlle Conrt £Lull t]H~ir faulilies. 
U III lf1' e)..i~tillg CirCtllUstftllCeg it is 
fonn-d inl}){)")siLJe to eOl1tiuue this ex­
elJ1ption of a lnrge populatiol1 frcm tax~ 
c.ttion, €bI>ocial1y u~ the reaRon, for e~­
elllpti)Jl L.n,s ceaseu. Reoent InvestI" 
g'tLtions lHtVO ltHcel'tninod l\Iandulay to 
be Jleal'ly twice as populous t1H was 
f:)npl'()~ud. Thore are over 70,000 
hOUf-,OR in l\ln.lltlalay and its snLnrhs, 
t11lcl the popul:ttion IH'oLaLly exceed~ u 
quu,rtcr nt a luillioll. A llluuicipR lity has 
been esta1,]islwl1 ill the city, and largq 
HUlllH IHlYO Leen expeuded it! COJ1Btruct· 
ing roadt-i ani! in otb~l' useful puhlic ob· 
.kctl::l. IT nder such Cil'Cnnlstances it 
,vas c1ucidetl to iU1POSO n 111unicipal tn/x. 

'l'he tax ,vas illcyitaLle, alia delay 
\vould only have added to tho difficul· 
ti(~s ; yet the mere anticipation of' a tax 
l!as roused Illuch anp-ry feeling in !vlan­
dulay." 

'l'lle actioll of tIle Govcrlllllent ill introducing taxation 
in }\rlan(laluy ,,'as as follo\vs. .lts it was l)lainly imp os ... 
sil)le to eOlltin ue to tl1e IleoI)le of Mandalay the inlU1unity 
from tuxatiOJl \rllich tiley enjoyed in Burmpse times tIle 
qllPstion of illlI)osing a llousc .. tax ,,~as early C011sidered. In 
tl)\fJ beginning of 1887 it ,"~as decidell to J'ostl)onc actioll un­
til a lIunieillality llad been formed in order tllat the people 
migllt llave a voice in decidillg what form taxatioll should 
take. On the formation of a Municipality in July 1887 the 
qu~stioJl was considered. 'fIle Municipal Committee pro" 
posed, with the concurrence of the Burmese members, to 
impose a llouse-tax which was estimated to yield Rs. 2,37,000. 
Being a"Tare that the poorer classes had. suffered much by the 
"\vitll(lrawal of the Court and by the removal of many of 
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them from their former d,vellings in CRlltonment8 tJle Chief 
Commissioner feared that tIle assessnlcnt "rllicll tIle Com­
mittee proposed ,vas too hig-lle lIe aecordingly Sllggf\stpd t.o 
the Committee tllat tiley slloulfl reduce it ill Slte]l a 111alluel­

that the total yiel(l of tIle tax 'YOllld not exeee{llt~. 1~50,OOO a 
year and that the benefits of tIle re(lu'...~t.ioll \volI]tl full entirely 
to tlle poorer classes. 'j'}le Conl111itt(lp thpl1 In'()p()s(~l to redlleA 
the assessment 50 I)er ceIlt. jn all cnsps ill \v1l1("h, llllrlpr tllf~ 
rates originally fixed, 811]118 of l{,~. !l 1)('1' Ullllllnl and 11IHler 

would be payal)le. Bytllis mp3ns thp (IstiiJlniP(l ~~ipl(l of tho 
tax ,vas re<luced to Its. 1,OO,()OO. 'rhe l'lOJlllllitt(,p antici­
pated tllat it ,vQuIel 1)0 fOllTHl J1Pep~~a r,Y to 111al~(1 eOllsidera."hle 
reductions in partieular eas('~ \rht~n tht' tax (~alllP to 1)(~ (.'01. 
lected and tllf~~r estinl[tt~\d i hat theHt~ r()(llletions \yottl(l nnl0l1nt 
to Rs. 40,000. rl'hllS thn anlOu11t \'-}li(·h tllt=-.r (lxp(let(\(l to 
realize fraIn tlle tax in the 'first year of its jnlpo~itioll ,"as 
Rs. 1,50,000. As a 111attpr of fa(tt ]c~s tIlan Its. l,OO,O()() 
"rere collected. dllring the first ~·ear. 'l'lIp l)r()l)()sa]~ or the 
Committee explainecl ~1hove ,rerp ~u.n~tioT1Pcl by'· t.he (~hi(~f 
Commissioner aftpl' Ilt' lla<l satisfip{l lliulSp1 r h,v P(\J'SOlUl1 

enquiry tllat tl1C tax ,\~as" n lip;11t onf'. IJe· (ixn ttl i 11C(i 1,110 
asscsHnlerlts of a rieh quarter, or n faitll~i rit*1, (lufll'ipr, 3n(1 of 
a 1100r qllarter. 11(' ronnel th~lt ill tll(' 1)00r- qn:ll'tpr thp us­
sessments w"erc v(.lry snlall, :tl1101111t ing; as u rul,· to ollly a fe\\' 
annas a YPl1r on Ring-le 110USPS. \,~ hell it i~ 1·(\ln{ln1h{'l·t~(1 that 
in rllral distri(~ts tlH~ thatJI~U11I'da-tnx 1'1'011) ,rltiu'h t 11(~ F~()plp 
of'Man(lalay' arc eXP1111)t is oJtdillal'ily assps~pd at I~s. ]() a, 

llouse it Inust be uclJnit1c(1 that the l)urdpll of taxat~on is "nlueh 
lifl'lltcr in ~iandalay tlltl'n ill 1] 1)I)c'r l~\lrlna gPJ1Prally. 

;: SOIne of tho Illf>tlHH1H fuloptc·(l to Ho far as is kno\rn J thp 
raiRO a reVOllue in }\[al.H1.ula)' ~H1\'(', lJ,o,w- ])ala(~e in .:\landalav js ll0t ft· ... 
ever, been singularl~ 1l~J\H11el()n". J "IJO 0'. • 1 :) 1 .. 1 ....1 ,. •• , 
palacentl\1andalttYl~~tdll·(,glll't~hl with r") 411 ( (.( \\ It l SUl)f ls11tlOU~ 
superstitious venenLl!on 1,:'t tlH' hnrJ)!(:'~e ,r enpra t lon l)y tllP J)PO I)le. J n 
and tho King of Bl~nlla,'~ Inost Pl'lz('<l 1) t· Ii tl · 
t
" l' I .. 1 of th\1 Goldeu Palacp. .>urlnese InlPS H~ f~ xe('HSl ve 
It e was ..tot u • • 1 I· 1 1 

The lUOttt round the palaC'l' was {~()1I. ,"pnerail0n '''11 1 \\" ll(~ 1 t, If' 
sidered saere<1, nnd fi:.;hing t~l:)rej,) waH Kj1l0' \vas rpo'ar<1pd inVf·sted 
forbidden while the water-ltlIes gl.IW- n '.;""'1. • 

illrt in th~ moat Were in the J\ ing's tlU i" the I)ulaee 11) \\' h](*11 IH~ I J \ p{l 
fr;cly gatheretl ~tlHlnsed HR (.)ll\'l'in~p.; nt \rith a senli-~aere(t (-lu..l,raetpl" 
vario"s neighbonring Bn(}dlnst hllnllf~~. ]) 4· -r. 1 1-1 'j' T' 1 t· tl ~ 
The local nuLh?rities ha.ve l'e?ently hold ~ ~llJ '~llt 1 h1.f' f~ ( n 10' <11 ~!, 1(, 
by public anction the ~xcln81ve annnal KIllg' t lC e Ie reason.l or re-
right to fh,h in thit:! lnoat at~(~ the excl~l~ '1'urdin 0* the pa laec ,vitll pe-
si've ricrht to gather water-lIhel:' froul It. ~. 0 ' 
This l;tter privilege ouly lealized the ellliar rpverence ceased to 
paltry sum of .liB. BOO,. au:i W~t~ Jl.n~·~ exist. 'l'lle oceu pation of the 
chased by a natIve of Indla. ~t l~ <hili· I. b" ak ... f · th 
cult to imagine any more lll-.Jutlged pa ace as arl'ac S 01 e 
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sehen18 to rai sa money or one mol'8 
likely to excite wide discoutent among 
~ll classes of B urruans than this chilliish 
sale of the l'ight, to collect lilies in the 

~ " pala~u moat. 

last three years must have 
completely reln~Vef~ allY re.m-· 
nants of sllel1 fit fcel111g )VIllell 

may llave survi\red tIle de­
position of rlI11el):t'v. 

T1le faets connf~cted "ritll tIle action taken to raise rev­
enue frolu tl)(~ n10at aIle as follo,,,"s. Tlle moat round tIle 
cjty of lVlandalfi,~y su])plifR dI'inkillg-water to tlle cantonment 
al1d to part of tIle to\\yn. In 13l1rmese ti In(.lS it ,vas feneed in 
and tIle pul)lic ,,,ere al)sollltply prollil)ited from to Llelling it. 
Sllortly aftpr tlle Oeelll)ation of Marldalay tIle fence was re­
moved l1Y tllP 1)('OI)lc [1]1(1 a practil~e sl)rang UI) of netting the 
fisll. 'l'llis praetiee invo] ,retl tllP fou ling of tlle )vater. It 
was aceordingl~r prohil>itnd, but continllP(l surreptitiously 
neverthplflss. 1\t[~an"Tllilp it 1>ecu111e cyi(lent tllat a COl1sider­
able revenue mi~}lt l)p d~rivp(l frolll tIle Jnoat l)y leasing tIle 
monopoly of fishing in it. In Jllly 1887 a Bllrlnan offered 
Rs. o,20() for Olle ypur's l(\[t~(\. IJotll for the J}urpose of r:lis­
ing reven.llC tll1(1 in order to I)rpserve tht~ "\vatpr-sllpply from 
COIltamination tl1e CaniOll1l1Pllt COlll11littf'e dR(~i(lecl to sell t11e 
rigllt of fishillg ill the nloat l)y auetioTl. rJ']llH ,vas aceord.­
ingly done in ~\..Ugllst 1887, stl·iet eOl1(litjon~ l)Ping inlposerl fOil 

tIle Purl)ose of 1)J'evpl1till~' tl1P C"OlltUlll illntioTl of thp 1vater alid 
the extermination of tllP lis]}. 'rllP rig-Itt \\~aR 1 )()ugllt on tIle 
9tll AUgllFit l)y a "1fadrassi 11umpd (joOl)Oos3,vruy J>jl1aJT for 
Rs. U,600. 'j'11is nl:11t fai]('(l to pay tIle first iIlstalment of 
tIle rent and a fr(\sll salp ,vas ordpl'P(l to l)~ IlPl(l OIl the 2Dtll 
.l\..ugust. Mean \r11ilo tIle 111atter eallle to tIle Cllief COlnmis­
sioner's l,no\\l'leuge. ~1parillg t11at thp sale or tllese fislling 
rigllts mig-Ilt oifend tlle I>I'(1jlldie(-\s of tbe l)t'ol>Jn, lIe direeted 
the re-sale to l)e SllSI)PJul('(l UIHl in~trll(~tp(l the Cantollment 
lVlagistrate to consult tlH~ j[inisters aJlcl the ]3ttrman Inerrll)ers 
of tIle M1IUieiIJal (;OIDl11ittflC as to the;) f(~e]il1g'S of tll(~ llcople 
on the sul)ject. 1.'lle~e grlltlpl11Pll a(l vispd tllat a l)l'Pj \l(li~p, 
thoug}l not a strol1g Olle, ~xistp(l <1g-ainst t.he sulp of the l'ig'ht 
to fisll in the Inoat. 111 (lefprcnep to th(~i)' a(l,~ice tIle project 
of St~lling tIle monopoly of tlle rig'ht to lis]! in t he moat 'vas 
abandoned. 

'l'}lC fuets in eonneetiol1 "ritl1 the sa]p of tIle rigllt to 
gatller ,,"ater-lilies in tIl.e moat are as follo,ys. '1'lle lilies 
llaving become a nuisance 011 aeeoullt of tlleir nUlnber, and 
because people foulpd tlle ,rater in g'atllering them, tIle ex­
clusive right of collecting tllem "ras sold ~or Its. 300. The 
right was s()ld not in order to raise revenue, but because the 
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},est W8,Y of- providing for tIle renlovlll of the lili('s ,,~jt.l1. 
out contamination of tIle \vnt(~r-S(ll)l)ly ,rns to g-ive to one 
person tIle exclusive rigllt of gathering' tll(-'Ill. 1'hp l(\~Sfl(A "z~.s 
bound l)y llis l~ase to r~frain rrOlll foulillg-· t hp ,vatp!, \\ hiJe 
remo' iug tlle lilips. IIp fuijp(i to l~P(\I) t bp IHoat elt\nr, 311(l 

tIle lilies \verc ),PllH)v('(l at (lO' ~rIllllPllt (-'X})()11SP. 'rll(·~ jjllr­

llif'Se gentlelU(lll \\ l}(J \\ (lrp eOl\~ll1tp(l r(\u:nr'(lin~ thp snl(' of 
fislling rigllts ill tlH~' rnoal ,,(,!'P it 1"o ('oll~nltptl a~ to tllP px­
I>edielley of sPl.ling tllP l'i~11t to ~'a t hpI' \\ atpl'-lili(\s. 'rh(\)T 
approved. tlu' arrangPl11Pllt 11Utdp :tIHl".,1:lr«!d that 110 l>rp.1 udi (·ps 

,rould he Oiff'll(led l)y it. 
t, 

]~'rOJll thp i'orpgolng' stat(~111Pl1t or ra(·t~ it "ill },p SPPl1 

tluit tIle rpnlarl,s of thp 'J'jult's' (·()r~·(k~]>otidf1nl Oll t hI-' ~uhjpet 
of t,]lP moat ar(l llli~ltl~Hl in'~'. 'I'll(' l'!~dtt to fj~h ill 1 h~' 1110at 
,,'as praeti(~all.v Ilf-'l'"(-lt" ~ol<l~ I1,ll' (·a n t IlP ~l'~1 inn or (. t l' t'r·tJ]lH~nt. 
in tIle rnatt( r Ita Vi' ('xeit~{l all~rt\~ fp(~l ilt:~·" a 'llon~' t llf' Pf'O})]P. 
GOyerUll1Pllt yoluntarilv al)(llHI()lH~d :t I'l·llitflll ~OllJ't'P of 

• 
l'e,T(,llue, frO}Jl \\ llj(~h fUl)cls arp d{:iJ·i,·{-~d ;n lnanr Illdian l'an-

• 
tonlnpnts, 01lt of (lefprf.)llep to thp ~IIPP()sP(lln'pjudi,·('~ or the 
})(\01>lp. J t is \rori lly or I'Pll1a l-]\ t lin 1 t il(a (l(\(~isiun 1101 t () s."ll 
the rig'llt 'ra~ arriyp(l at in S('p1eHdH'I'. \rh!I(~ t 'It' 1('l{~~'raJl1 ill 
tIle 1l

i)JI(J,r;; is datu(11 b(~ ] ~th XovPlld)(Ar. rrhe ri: .. dlt 10 eoll(lt:t 
]1]lP:-'; ,,'as llot ~()lcl fOI" thp ]HlrpOS() ;)1' ]'aj~ill~' 1'(\\"'fll((\ httt in 
ord(~r that tlH~ luont 111ig-llt he (·l('ill'pd. 'J.'bp s~d~· \\ as l'p~'a t'do(.l 
,yith in<liJrt-'r(\ll('p l>y tlHl PPO])Jp. H1Hl \\(is appl'oypd hy H Iltlln-

l)(Jr of leadiIlg' allcl r.\pl"(\~PlltHt iYt, !~IU'lllan ~'()1l11('JnplL I~\'e)·,v ... 
tl1ing- eOllnpetc<l "itll t lIe sale uf t lH~ l'i~'ht to (i~h all(11(1 g-:d ltpr 
lillPs in tllt'lllont \\Y:lS aJl<!i(,llt hi~tOI'.\· \\ 1\('1\ t lip (·nl·r(lI~p(jJ}(I':.nt 
sellt llis tplp~ralll. j t Ina~ h(~ acl<lpd 1 hnt t hp ~u bstaJ14tC' of the 
i'1li.Ol'lnatioll-l10\V giY{'l1 \\ as t·OllllllU]) ,(,td,pd 1 () 1 be loea I ,lolll'nals 
'vll~n the 11i'JJle.l.;' tpl(\~'r:u}) of t11(1 ] ~1 h .\ 0\ (~In h"I' l'(la('lH~d l~nn­
goon. In a slt1)~p(ttl(~nt t(\lp~'r:~nl t IlP .·()I'J·P~JH)l1d(·lJL announe­
ell tllat tl1e Cll1ef (\Hll111issionpl' JI:Hl (':lIIC'ellpd 1 he 1:.1<, in­
jUflieiol1s or(ler [l)11 the sale or th(~ IiI i.\s in t liP UlOid. j\~ the 
~ . 
cO}tresI)on(lellt 111llst llavp kl10\\,1l th;,t, tIllS 0)·<1('1' \\HS Hot a late 
order all{l tllut it llatl not l)CPll ea nt·pJlpd, it lllH Y fa il'l v h(~ . -Snl'111ise(1 that the disin~'(,llll(,~I~ 11atlll'(' of tlti~ t{-llf'~ranl \vas 
not \\ ithout ft nlotiyp. 'l'he int.(-]l tion 'YHS l>rol)H bly to uttl'i. 
l)ute thA a.lleged actioll of thf' Chipf (~onlnli~\·donpr to the 
former statenlt'11t in ~lle Ti})lles. 

H 1.'11e local auth(.rities iu ~1 aJlJuJay 
are ah~o Hrtiug Hll\\'isely ill r ,fel (~llC~l td 
titlflS to lal)(led pl'olwrty there. Per­
SOllS who hau built LotH.,es "hen ~laJl· 
dalay wal-\ fonrl<letl au<l who )Iit ve ~ill{'P 
occupied them, are now 14equir,!d to pro-

Iteff'rellec is ltCl'(" ·rnade to 
an en<llliry \rlli(~h \rus eon­
duct("(l h,v tll(~ I)Pl)ut.V Com­
missioner for tIle pllrl)ose of 
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the registration of tenures. 
The enquiry was set on foot · 
because it ViTas consi(lered de­
sirable to take a(lvantage of 
tIle survey of Mal1dalay to'vn 
to institute a reglllar eIlquiry 
into titles and to make a com­
IJlcte reeord of the tenures in 
existence. 'l~llc olljeet of the 
en (I uiry '"Tas to prevent tIle 
complicatiolls arising from 
tIle transfer of land ,vitll in .. 
suffieicnt titles, to learn tIle 
naturp of tIle tenllre~, aIld to 

• • ascertal11 tlle pxtent of State 
land in Mnnflalay. The })e­
puty Comlnissioner eonfined 
his action to tIle registration 
of tlle llamcs of persons 
claiming to l)e O\VllprS or 
occupiers and to tlle rceor(l of 
particulars cOllcerning them 
and tIle grouJlcl i]l reSllcct .of 
wlliell tIle ownersllip "Tas 
c I aim pd. Iris proceeding's 
consis~l merely in the ex· 
aminatioll of tile titles pro­
duce(l an(1 tIle pntry in regis­
ters of tl1e partie\tlar~ as(-er· 
tained. So far as ean be ascel'­
taillC(1 no excit(lcl or llllea~v 

fI 

feeling pxists or 11:18 P)tf'l' (~X-
iste{l on tlle Slll)j(~et ill l\1al1-
(lalay. "\\Tl1{-ln tIle Allq uir~T 

,vas going on l)PoI)le attended 
tllb DeI)uty Commissioner's 
office willingly and ,vere g'e­
nerally anxious to produce 
their titlesft No cOlnplaints 
have been received eitllcr l)y 
the Cllief Commissioner or by 
tIle Commissioner of tIle ac­
tion of the DeI)uty Commis-

• Sloner. 

tluce their title deeds and establish 
their right to hold their property; but 
owing to the careless manner in which 
titl("e; werb denlt w~th under the Bur­
IneS8 rule, it is now vel.'y d.itllcult in 
m~J.uy caseR to give hati.~factory legal 
proof of' title. SOIne inveAtjgation into 
titleR at ~lalldalay rnay hu. \~e been even .. 
tually necessary, out the present whole .. 
sale proceedingI';, ,vhich appea.r to call 
in questiou every tith~ iu lVfulldalay, 
have caused an uneasy au<l exciteti 
feeling ill the city.'~ 
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"The recent ontbreak of bel-i·be.ri 
among the prisoners in Lower BUl-ma, 
has been successfully checked by the 
prison authorities." 

"l\.Iandalay jail, ho,\veyer, continnos 
unhealthy, and theI'e have heen nlauy 
cases' of beri-beri thero during the last 
two years." 

There 11as been no out­
break of beri-l)eri in ~[~o'v~r 
Blll'nlafor tIle lasteigl1t ~"enrs. 

r:fllis statemfAllt eOllY{'VS a .. 
,rl'Ollg im IlltCssiOJ1. 1\1 alldn-
la~'" jail ,ras 110t. o})f'ned for the 
ree('I)tion of 1)risonprs til11~'()1)­
rtlarv 1887 and ht~ri.-l)(\ri did .., 
not l)fP~ k Oll t till "J u I V lR87 . • 
I t. en 11110t h{~ ~ai(l, tlH.'lY'fol'(~, 
1 hH t t Ilt.)rp hn v p l)fAP.ll 111uny 
ea~p" of l)f'ri-h~ri {iurillg" tIle 
last t\VO years . .. 
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Note No. VII.-Conduct of the Upper Burma Military Police. 

IN the Tinlfs of tlle 5tll lIarell lARR, tl1ere aI)}1flare<1 It 

telegram frolll tIle ItaIlg'oon (~orr(\SI)OJld('n t lllakiTlg' various 
clmrgcs 81gainst tIle India 11 llliljtary poliec all(i quot ing thfl 
Rangoon IJ:1I)crs ill Sll}>I)ort of llis asset'! Ions. 

Belo,y is a l)r(fcis of tllP rpf('rpnl·f)~ \r hieh hayp 1)e(l11 nlade 
in tIle Ran~0011 Press to tlH~ e()l\dH(~t of tllP 111ilitf\r~ l)olice. 
TIle fil-lst article on tlH~ ~tlh.i(,l·t is tbat \rhi(~h tl])))t'Hrt'd ill tho 
Rarlgoon Gazetle nf thp :~}'(l ,:\1 a .'(,11 and \rhi.-h no doullt 
inspirc(l tIle TiJlle.~' eorl, \~ pOlHlf'llt·S 1. ·1(\~r:l1 n. l'h is a rti(d<' 
was follo,\·e(l l)~" a y{ll'y sinlilal' (HIP ill thp Iltlll!IO()1I 'l';IJI()R on 
tlle l6tll l\Iarell. ()n the 20th .:\Jul'c-h the Il,fllf1jOUJI (;(f:t~/t{! 
puhlisll(rtan nrtielc in \v}lit·h i1 l"Olll})l(\t('I.v f('Valltp(i it/H fOl'tller 
COl1denlnation of the\ Illilitary 1101iet-·. It. lllust h(' HlpntioJle<i 
tllUt the artiel(' or tlu\ :!Ot h "1I.al~(·h ,,,as iuspirpd rrt)1H I lu" Se­
cretariat. rJ'hp att(-'lltioll of thp j~(lit()l' of tlH' Ilall!I'"'OIi (/(f­

zette \\1"us calle(l to tit!' j nn.<:<!lll'at(' n n<1 ] 11 i~'Ie hi~· \ ou~ "t a tenHt nts 
ma<le in tIle Rr!;ng()()u :lJi'Jl(~8f) H I't jet.· of 1 h.· 1 Of h ___ 'ta.rt'h, ~}ll(l 
facts \vere cOlnll1l1nieatp(1 to 1)1111 rpp;ar(lil\~ t h" ol'g-anizatiol1 
of the lllil itary l)oli(~e. IIp \\ a~ to 1(1 t.ltH t h.. 1lli g-ht V(~ rify 
tllese faets in any \\,11 ',r lH.) sa \v fit, and lliat 11Hly \r(-l'P ('OU1-

~ " .... 
munieatc(l 10 11iJll ill ord(\l' thai h{" 1l1i~)lt (·()lltl·adi(~t tJl(~ 
article or the JlalllJoo)l 11i /I/(ll) if lu.i f(--jt i n~~lilled to do so. 
'l'lle llollo,v llatUl"C of tll(~ charg-cs \rhieh 111(' /(,(( flfjOfJlI (Jo,· 
zette llacl fOrnlPl'ly" 111a{le l1UlY 1)(' j u(l~{·(l frotH thp a lael'l ty 
witll ,vlliell it pllhlislled a (~()lllp]('t,P refutation of thpnl. 'rll(~ 
Editor can have ]ul(l llO lilne 10 v()rif.y tbe (l,('eUl'tH\Y or tho 
communicatio!l rnacle to hinl, alld it is rf-Aa~Olla hlp to illfpJ· 
tllat lle took cll11ally Iittlf' troul)Jfl to v("rifj'" tlu! aJ~(~u)·a(~.r of 
tIle communications on ,\'lti(~11 IH~ hns(.i{l his forlflC~r s're(~pint.f 
condemnation of tIle lllilitar.v I)oliee. 

It is worthy of notice tlu~t hoth tlu" .Ran/lool! (loz()tl(.1 nnll 
the Rangoon Tiulles ill tllPir fll"ti(des of til.. al'd a rul 1 (H II 
March, ,vllile (leclaring tIle militar~y poli(~(· to l)(~ (~OIIlr)()t;ed 
largel~T of men of tIle most allallCloll(--d f111(1 ttlrlHllent clutrac .. 
ter, a~d asserting that cases of o}lpre~8ion and extortion eom­
mitted by them are of every-clay oeeurrcnee, mel~tioll nn 
single specific instaltce of mlseon{lut,t on th.e llart of. an 
Indian member of the milit~ry police. 



· . 
( 58 ) 

The fact is that the IlJangoon papers snatch eagerly at any 
sensational piece of nc"rs ,vhich may have the effect of in­
creasing tlleir eircw.latioll.. 'fhe reeklessness with Wl1ich they 
pul)lish, grave eharges against the administration is only 
eql1al1ecl h)T tIle faeility ,vith Wllich they recant the charges 
which. they had made when tIley llave served their turn. 

TIle telegra1nl of tlle 'l"in~e8' 
correspondent consists partly 
of statements made on the 
autllority of the Rallgoon. 
Press, IJartly of statements 
whicll the correSI)011dent ail. 
pears to nlake 011 his o\yn 
autllority. It lIas. 1> e e 11 

already shown tllat little 
t, 

wcigllt can lle attach,ed to tIle 
charges ~ade l)y the ]{angooll 
Press. 'l'he first statelnent 
made by tIle correSIJOIldent 011 

'Te~t of T'clegran~ which appea,red in 
llis o,\vn allt,11ority is cited ill the " 'llitncs " of 5th March 188S. 

the margin. '1'he latter I)art 
of tIlis statement., ,vlliell inl­
plies 31 eondelnnatioll of tIle 
military police, fit-rely states 
a trtli8m. It is true that tIle 
UI)I)er l~tlrlna military 1101iee 
are almost useless for ordi. 
llary I)olice dllties. OrclilH1ry 
I)olice duties in a settle(l eouu-
try are tIle (letectioll an(1 pre-
v'ention of crime. ~rbe 'U l)per 
BU1~ma military I)oliee are a 
garrison in a nel\rly eOll(ltler-
ed country. It ,vas never iIl-

tended that they 8110111(i be 
uied, nor ,vas it ever supposecl 
that they "Tould l)e capal)lc of 
being used, for ordinar~r I)olice 
duties. 'l'lleir employn1ent is 
necessary for the preveIltion 
of rebellion. III their ahsenee 
the country ,,,ould relapse in-
to a condition of gelleral dis-
order. 'l'hey must be retained 

" Their fighting qualities leave li~tle 
to be del-lirc(l, lnlt for ordinary polJce 
duties thoy al'e ahnost useless." 

,I 
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H Tlu,ir con d net, iu trHtH\, eaS(~H \\"ottld .' seerll to 8UPl)Ol't this vip.~ (iJ'., t.llat 
larg~ nUJnlJel's of t]le luilitary puli('p 
have COIne to ButnHl, al1ul'pd bv tho 
prospect of looting the now]y cOli'lU('l'* 
ad (~ouutr\'). TIle local ionr}lal~ e'.HI­

tain lIUl.nj: c()Jnpl1l.intR of a~·ts r,f villlen('e 
COUH1'liu'ed by tlH:~lll 110t only .In (luUyiug 
districts hut ill H·n,ng.loll." 

as a garrison llntil tr8,nquil­
lity lias l)eeIl e01Jl pletely es­
tal)lislle(l. :J~110 n,eeo. for thelll 
,,~ill tIlell Ilft,Ve eesse<i to ex­
ist al1{1 tlle)Y ,vilI1)e gra(l"uall~T" 
(lis 11al1d eel. ()rdil13r)T I)oliee 
dllties in lTl)Ilf'r ]lurnltt pre 
l)Pl~f()]'l}le(l l>y tl)pJ.~l.lrl}ln 11 
. .,. .' 
J)oli(~(),; "'11i(~1\ nllIlll)er~ SOIll(~ 
fi,OOOlnf~n, :l.ud ,,,",hieh is he­
illg' }":ll)l<lly ()r~nllized ufl<l 
traint'<l. 

, I' 11 f:· J 1 ( \ X t st·, t·(\ 'J II t ) It t Ul :ul e 
b ,\~ t, It (\'l~/ III f.' ,~' (~I ))'Tfl s})olHlent 
is 11otl)()t'nt' (lull 'llV f:u .. ~ts. 

• 
'f'lH \ l)()l i (.('1 r()r(~(' has hePllrp-

lllarkaldv ,v.,·11 ("oluluei,pd :l.n(1 
~. 

f l' f' (\ frofH erillH'. (;OHP1'1lJ 

8t pd rnaJl* l'pn la rk s a~r()ll()\rs 
on til(\ ~uhj(let of eri flU' ulnong 
tlH-' luilitary pnli(·( \: H lS~'~'n(l 
YOU a ret u I'll. of all (-ri n)e~, 
• 
('x4·lnding 1 ~H' f(~,\' .IHllt(~ly 
lllilit:try, ~ueh as jail es­
eapes~ (Intinar,\' insuhordi ... 
natio]). l.p.~ ,Yhi(~11 d·o n.ot, 
intprt .. ~t tll(- general l)U l)lie. 

d .I f yon \rill "'OlllI)arp th.e 
nUIll hpl" of otTf'llees ,\ it1'. the 
llllrnhpr of n.len Oll our hooks 
at thn ",ll'lftUS Jleriods, you 
\rill see that the allHHlut ... · .• f 
etinle is very srna] L 

" • 
~; I nnl 4 rnoraJly efirta'in' 

that thp},p is no ~(~reellf,·d, 

eriIne. It is rather the other 
,rav, as tllP unt'ortunate ,. 
l)olieemaJl ll:l,rillg 81'1 llllI)O-

I)ular narnf· gets creA:lit for 
,,,,hat his m.ilitary eonfl'crps ., 
do. l luul reeently a COIn. 

I>laint from an Inspector of 

• The IU8pector.Gen~ral of Police. 
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Jlyinmana about the atro?iou~. 
eonduct of tlle 'fal1ngtd,vlngYl 
police and 011 ~nvestigatioD 
the off~11ders proved the 33rd 
13engal Infnntr~r on the ,"Tar­
Iluth! All tIle Commissioners 
and l)epllty Commissiollers 
have assurpd rue that tlle~r are 
Ratisfird witll tIle men and 
t.heir cOTI(luet." 

'l']lC secoR(l Rtat~m{.Ant (luot()d by tIle 1.1in~e8' eorrcspon(i. 
pnt is alAO inaeCllratp. It i~ not a fact tllat tIle loeal IJapers 
contain mallY eOI11plaints of nets of violeIlee committed by' 
tlH"' n1ilitar~T l)olief'., 'l'hp lo(~al I>a})Bl"s llave pul}lisllPd from 
time to ti rnc g-en('ral H,(~eusatioHS ng'aillst tIle force, but tlle 
llUlU1)pr of Rppeific acts of nliseonduct quoted arp extremely 
fe,\\'. }'roll1 tht' 1)pginnil1g' of 1888 u Ij to tIle en(l of ~Marcll 
the 011ly delil1itc aets of mi~eonduet ellarg'ed against Indian 
I)oliep, ill the loeal l)U pers '\~cr(~-

(i) a eharge of blaek-lllailing ill tIle Pegu district of 
Lo"rpr 11urnln (RangoOlt G((zet te of 9tll J anu­
ary). 111 tllis ease the eulIJrits ,,·ere punislle(i, 
l)llt it is a(lluittp(l that the COn(lllct of tIle Pe8'11 
poliee is generally good ; 

(ii) a cllarg(~ of rnise<)llUllet on tl1e l)art of 801ne In(liaI~ 
police in gOil1g astray ,vitIl a :party of I)risOllers 
(RaJ/goon Guzeltf) of 26tll January). .1\8 is 
eXl,laillcd at }X1g'C 62, tIle poliee ,,'el'e llot to 
blall1e; 

(iii) a el1arg'(~ against SOllle Il1dian l)oliee for sllooting 
I{arclls at rrllnndaung in ~'oungoo, Lo'\\~er lJur­
llla (lla,ll!!o()u Gazei te of 30tll J alluary). In 
this ease also (sec I)ag'e (3) tIle police ,vefC not 
to blaIne; 

(iv) a cllurge of luisconduet on tlle l)art of Indian 
lloliee in Rangoon in maltreating European 
sailors (Rangoo'Jt Tinles of \-}tll and"lOtll Febru­
ary). 'fllere is no ground for believing this 
cllargc to l)e true. 'l'}lC Deputy Commissioner, 
Ral1goon To,rn, reports tllat during tIle first 
tllree montlls of tIle ~rear no single charge of 
misconduct ,,~as made either to llim or to the 
District Sllperintendent of Police, Rangoon, 
against the Rangoon Indian police; 
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(v) ft charge against a :punjabi policeman in Manda,.. 
lay of sllooting a gllurry\\rallah. 'l'}lis a,ppears 
to have been all isolntetl case <n running ltmuok. 
It would lle al)sltfcl to lJtlse a cllnrgp of general 
miseonduct on stIch a ease .. 

~"rom the foregoillg allalysis it ,viII l)e seell tlUlt. the loeal 
papers containfld lillrillg tIle first tllr(\(' Inontlts of 188S

r ollly 
five cllarges of 111iseOJ1(luet ag~ inst the J n<lian l)olice, oue only 
of whicll apppars to have rflferr~d to un aet. of 111i~c()ndtlct, 
three of 'Vllicll are (lisI)l'(yv'pcl 01" unln'o\'('d~ nnd onp of \Vllieh 
referred to a case of rllilnillg' nIl Ul( ·1\ . (~f~llprn I St,('t(lrll:tn'S 
remnrkR on tIle g~{)lleral g-oo(l (*OlHltl(·t of tht' nliJitnr~" I)olie(a 
are tllereforte fllllJr horlH~ out l)J~ t IH~ 10(Oa1 .l)r(~ss. 'I'hf' 11osti.lA 
tone of tl)(~ artie]ps pu hli!-lllPd in t'1(\ (tarl~' ]):ll't of t hn yenr l)y 
tIle local Prf'SS leaves 110 j"nOlll fOl" <louht, that }Hlblieity '\'a~ 
given to all easp~ of 111is{,OlldUt~t Oil t ltp part of I tulia)} l)oliuo 
\\'"hiell eanle to tll(:\ llotiee of thp l:'rt ,!~ • 

• , This wall t of dike} pline illlloll t.:' t 110 '!' 11(- rernark R of t he '['£'11(18' 
lllilitary pnlH'(J i.~ lUlllnly, it' III t (·ntit'j·jy. eOltrpSl)OJHlf'ut (titpd in tlH~ 
aue to iU[l,dfl(lllIH'Y iu tlw 1l11111h.,1' ~,f 
f:nrop<"'ltU otlicerh aUaclwd to t1l(1 fnl('t'. lnat"g'in ar(~ all cc·llo of th(l 
It iA nrg'f\lltly 1Il)"F.S'-.Hl''y that H lan.~(· in- If(tJl!/oOJl (; (f.:et If' :ll'tiuJp of 
creaHe shuuld be IUa-tIP 1'~ til(' 1I1l1ub(·1' of 
J.~nropeaH onleer~. If tllit-\ l)(~ not dOl1o. th(\ :~r(l1\lar(·h. ,\ ~ hn~ heel1 
t,llH tnihta.ry poli('p fOl'ef> ,\111 }H'cnlIH' H ~ho\rn ahov.· t L., lltili1ar·y pO-
f;tanding Ronree of cla.n~('r '1 11('(\ is not, d(·ti(.j~.llt. in dis('i. 

])line. (~f)ll(\l'a I St{\dlllan r(-.. 
Jnarks ns follo\\ys on tht~ ~nth ... 
jpet of t l1P ll('c:d for tnore .I~u-
1'o})can olli(~Pf .. .;· "}\tl)r O'Vll 

O})iIlioll is that 1 h('ir Cnll(lll(~t 
is ('xtrPJllP]Y ~oo(l alld ai ... 
lllost \rOl1t1prflll (*ollsidpriJlg 
the .routh :111(l ~hort tJ-aill.ing 
t 11(\y have rpcpi Y(ld. ~I'JH! 

I' 

'l"'iJJ/()8' assertions are there-
fore huse(l on ,rpry '\~t'al, 

• 
}Jrelllises. J f this ''"ie''i be 
t11kpll, tllP 'juf.astioll of 1110rn 
]~:1IroIJ('<l11 oflieers dotl ueed. 
fr01TI the ']1; 0[('8' argumell{, 
falls to the groluul. 1 Rllould 
\risll, if l)Ossihle, to get six 
nlore Seeonds-in-Com~-:tn(l as 
a l11atter of expe<liency, })llt 

not as a matter of absolute 
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necessity. My present staff. 
of Military Officprs is insuffi· 
cient to allow of men going 
on leave, arid ,vlien all ofnee~ 
goes 0]1 siek certifieate I }lave 
to diAturb otller districts to 
fill llis plaec." 

General Stedman's remarl{s 
are undoubtedly corrc(~t. TIle 
number of European l\iilitary 
Officers allowed to pac]l l)ut· 
talion, namely, a COlnJIlalld­
ant arId a Se{~on(l-ill-Corn­
mand, \\ras fixpd l>y,tllP (Jo\,­
ernment of ITHlja aftf~r rna­
ture consideration. J\lthoug'11 
efficiCllc~r \voul<l lJ~ ill{~r~as('(l 
by tIle addi tioll () r oiliep l'S 
they are 110t ahsolutply 1'0-

quired. 1.'ho existiIlg' stu fr 
of officers has l)roug'}lt tIle ,-
force into a lliglt statp of dis-
cipline, and tJlere is no jl1Stifi ~ 
eatiO)l for tlle fpal"s of the 
corrcspontlent tlu1t owjllg~ to 
palleity of uffieer~ the foree 
will bceollle a standillg SOllree 

of danger. 
• 

Prl?cis oj-' rqfpre nCf!S 1J~(f(.1() in tllf 1 ()U(( 1 j)al)elt~ lJel,veeu the 
1st Jan'llaf'!J ('(u(l the :J 1st JJl(1}'ch 188(~ to t fte cOII(lltet oj~ the 
fiiJilita1'Y police. 

llangooll Gazette. 

9th J(tflUa1'!J .--Let ter from Pcg-u tllillks senten(~c on tIle 
Plilljabi police ,,110 blael~-nlailcd tIle boats at Al)ya very 
lenitnt (18 mOllths un(1 six nl011tl1S). It nd(ls : " 'fIle general 
tone of tlle police in this district is 'very good." 

20th Janlto1'y.-l.Ja1'ag1YflJ/t. Eigllt prisoners sent from 
Rangoon to Shweuo llUtl, tllrougll tIle ignorance of the I){)lice 
guard, lost tllemselves "\vandering througll tIle country, and one 
prisoner died in conSe(IUeIlce. [TIle police guard was not to 
blame in this case. It "Tas wrongly directed at Mandalay and 
.therefore lost its ,vay.] 
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',80,tlt Jq,nUltJtr!l.~Pal·agraph reporting killing by Native'.of ·· 
India police of t~,.o Karens ' at 'l'11a·n(1~tUl1g:. "'fhn (Jb,i{~f 
" Commissioner tllinks that the nri"stake lies iJi ;;elldiIl.g N ativus 
" of India ignorant of tllis eOllntry about ill tl1is '\~":lty " vitllOllt 
"any officer togui(le th.eln." [fite Iloliee in tltiseu.:io '\vere 
hardly, if at all, to l)lalne. 'l'lle Kar{'ns Hred OJ1 thel!l thiIlk­
lllg tllem to be daeoits u nil they retllrlled 1'1H' tire thillking t.Ile 
Karens to l)e dneoits.] , " 

3rei .J.llalrch. , ---l~e(/(ler genera II,\' (~OfH'l~)lllll in g; t he ,l?tlnj~lhi 
poliee. 'l'lle lea<ler takes as its tpxt tIl(' eaSf·A of all 1,nsI:)f'''et,or 
of l'olicc "rho eaused t\\'O\\'(lIll{lll to he tlo~gefl hv his i)un-

I .. I.. • fa 

jabi poliee. It 111(~ntiolls that tilt) Jn~rH\(·tor \\'as eornl)('Ue(l 
to resign as a, JHlllislllllPllt rOt" h i~ Irli~e()nd net. nHd g'O('t, on t iO 

aninl[uivcrt gelH.'rally un thp l : pp(~r l>Ul'J1Hll11ilitary poliee. 
'I11is I)oliee is sai<l to consist of tliP oifseonrings or t.ht' l'llnjtth 
and tlle NorLh·\l' est.erll l)r()yillt·e~.~; tHen of g'ood l)hysifJ,ue, 
but of turlH.llellt (~ha .. aeter, \r holla V~: eHJi~t(·d prineilul.11,Y 
ill hopes of loot. '.rhey :Ll-f ' said to have !~!g· ,naJiz(·d tJ1Plll­

selves even in J{.~tl1g'0011 h v thpl r trile H If'llt eon.duet" alaI eases 
, ...... ,,-. > 

are said to 11ave l)ePll kllO\Vn (hut are 'llot stat(l(l) in \\'hich 
t.hey llave l'ohho(l \rOnlpll ill thp ~t.l·\~(\ts (){" frui I. \\ i.lleh tiu»y 
were carryitlg" aR{l \Vhetl thp)" rp~i~tt'(l. to hav(' slril)fK'(l tllt'lll 

nakfl.d. rl'h(~ lea(ier g'oes 011 to <lliote ~Uln(~ (~ololH~I \., llalJl(~ Ilot 

given) ,\\T ho is said to Ila ve rpl11tl 1tk p,ll t hat a ftcr tht~ truops itt.ui 
l)een "ritluil'(,t\Vll nTI.other arlll~r \\'ouJd bn ve t(j t 1(' hroug·t.t int.o 
tllC COllntry to keel) the Bli litary' pol it..,e in onlpl'. ( )as<1s or 
miscond llet on the I)art of the tH. d ita r xpr,d i ltt' are ,i t i ' ~ said, 
allo"rc(l to I)[ts8ullnotieed hy their olH'-.·. (I"~, \\' ho d,'i·!iru', to heaJ.~ 
anytlliIlg" evil agail.lSL their nH~ll. It i~ not uut it an Ol.ttrftg'e 

is l)l"Ollght to the notiec of the Chief C;Ollllllissioner tliatpuIJ.'" 
isllUlent is illflieted. }"illal1y, the lca<te t' stat ()s 1.! lat th(· (Jul y 
reme(ly for th(~ existing stat(~ of thin ,~s is to tl'chlr~ tll .. , IlUJll­

ber of EllroI)&~n ofIl~ers. 
2f)th Marcll.-Lea1(ler 'vritten in a eOlllI)}(·tel4,V difft~rellt tOIJ.e 

and as it ,,,,ere uliologizing for tlH~ last al'ti(~le. It hegins 
by admitt,in~ tIle Ileeessit\· for snell a foree. :1 t g'oes on to 

~/.J ,. 

say that ,yhen tIle l)oliee hega~ to a·rri\'e 2~ YC:1TS ago ea.sPs 
of nriscon(lllct \vere sOlnetilIles heard of.l)ut .. ~ tlu~y hay(~ 
" been brougllt to tb,eir true h(.!ul'ing-shy (OJ Pll(,'ra.l Ste(irna.fl 

} ' · . t l' . , , * • * ~' .. .. . . . ., . . . . ,. .. . .... J~' " , "'. ' (om tlllle to tlIllL Iepol ., 0 " 0l)lHLS~lOll 

" and extortion llave reaeJle(1 us, hut \ve rnajr adrnit UIUt tll~ 
" charges or reports ha,ve not l)eCll of a sI)el~ilie clurracter. .. 
" .. •• ,* 'l'hey~ are tIle acts of a fe,v illeorrigible l)lacl{-
'.' sheep amongst them:- and there are suell tooe fO'und in 



" every community." The lepder goes on to quote a gentle­
man (name n.otgiven) w'ho "claims to have seen a good deal 
of tliem botll at }leadquarters and. at out.posts." It is stated 
on tIle alltll0rity bf this gentleman that " it is quite untrue to 
" represen.t them as tIle oppressors of the people , . .' . , 
" • tile people are only too glad to have them in their 
" villages." 'l'}le leader next deals ,vitI} the question of offi­
cers. It mentions tlle organization for officering the force, 
eXI)resses its epinion tllat tIle proportion of European offi ... 
cers is too small, IJllt adnlits that considerations of expense, 
V{llieh are of inlportance, ]lave to l:>e taken into account. It 
adds tllat it is not true tllat tIle officers are ignora,nt of the 
langouage sIJokell by their 111 en , anel tllat it is not true tllat 
PUlljallis Hire p]aeed )ll1der ]3urman officers. 

'j']le leader cOlleludes l)y remarking that the military IJolice 
" are doillg eJceelleTlt ,vorl( as our telegra,ms from Upper 
" Burma testifv." 

01/ 

Ran,goon Ti1Jtes., 

6tlt Jan.1tary.-Lea(ler eontains extract from a letter in tIle 
Oivil a1'ld Jl filitar.1f Gazette * fronl a ~iallda]ay correspondent 
whicll says tllat tIle system of disciplil1e alnongst the Indif1n 
police is rotten. "A stripling witil a fe"r years' service e.om .... 
"mands 5{)O men, tbrec-fourt}ls of wllom are 01<1 soldiers 
" ,,,llO IH1ve seerl serviee * * * for tIle slightest 
" tl1in'g a Native Officer is tllro"~n Ull(ier arrest, and tll~; !>un­
" isl1luents illflicted are gCl1erally f1 V(~ tinlcs as severe as tllose 
" in tlle Native itrlny. IIellce tIle men are iliscontented 
" tllfOllgllOut al1(1 seize every ol)portllrJity of (illitting the 
" force aIlcl returlling to India." 

Critieisingo tllis tIle llun'fJooJl l 1in/le8 says: "I t ,~"ould be 
"more useflll if correSI)OllClellts I)oillted out tIle districts 
" "vhere th.is sort oE tIling goes 011." 

19th Jarl~ta,ry.·-Ill continllation of above quotes some sen­
tenGes passecl on military police. "rrIle punisllment\vllicll 
".lmsbeen meted Ollt to tllese sel)oys is more severe than the 
" alrerage sentences illflioted on Burrrlan Jacoits." 

28th Jan/uary.-A letter on pl'evious t",.o articles pointing ~ .. 
out tl1at tlle sentences ,,'ere passed by tlle Oivil and not by the · 
Police authorities. . . . ,, ' 

• , " I ', .. 

9th Febrlta·'7J.-A letter from a " Citizen of Rangoon," 
~rho states tllat lle sa,,? a European sailor being beaten un· 

• A I)uDjab pa l)cr. 
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mercifully by about half-a.dozen Punjtlbis a'}l(l~otller consta· 
bles. 

10th Februa'I"!J.-A similar letter from ~.' Anotllercitizen 
of Rangoon." [Tllese of course both refer to tb.e~,"l)()lice 
station.ed in Rangoon.] 

13tk Febl''l/Jary.-Reports tIle sllooting at }[andala~r of 8 
gharrywallah by a Punjabi polieerrlflJl. Mter sllO()ting tIle 
gharrywallah tIle policeman S110t hinlself. "'l~llese military 
" police are too liberally supplie(l "fitll cartridges, autl they 
" migllt be better looked after and 110t allovved to~Qgo ill tIle 
" streets with loaded rifles."" 

16tlt March.-Leafler COIlta.iIlil1g- sinlila.r stat.e111ents to 
those made in the Ra11go0)/ G(r;:eti~? of' the Hrd ~lureh al1d 
contradicted in the Ran'tgoo/t Ga::ettl? 4if th.e 2()th ~Iarcll. 
Contains no specified charge. 

21st March.-Lea,lll!r replying to Gaz(,tte's leader of 2()tll 
says that near Ital1goon l~ulljal)is Ila ve l)een ]lllt un.d('~r a 
Burman officer. 'l'lle lea<ier gop,s on to (illalify its former 
condemna.tion of tIle 111ilitary I)oliee. It states; " '\'''0 llQ,Ve 

H every confidence that the 1)llnjallisUl1{ier (lent-ral Sted ... 
"man, C.B., ,yiIJ COIltinlle to do the ex.eel]f.~nt ~f'rviC(18 80 
" many of tllem lla v"e already perforlnedin lJ lrppr lJtlfl'nu. 
'" TIley will c'very (lay gaill a kllO\\~le(lge of ttulir ,\rork 8IHI 
" become betterdiscipline<i." III eoncllision t.he ,,~rritpr qllot.es 
a case conlirlg ,,,"itllin llis O\VIl kll0\rlpdge in \\'hie}l ::t ]~1111jal)i 
policeman beha.ved "ritll great I)olitcness and adds: , .. ()ur 
"-belief is tllat ,vhere PUIlja,l)is have IJeen treateil e(Hlrt(~)1181y 
" by Europeans tlley have never failed to l)c (;ourt(-)OllS in 
" return." 

The Marldalay Herald contains onl~r one refercllee fi,Ild 

that is an article eriticising a letter HIlpeariIlg in the Ci-ljil 
an.d Military Gazette. It sa~ys that the nlilitar.v police have 
made tllemselv"es COllSpicuous l)y tlleir genernJly tu.r1:)Ulpllt 
conduct, by tlle disgraceful crimes Wllicll they eommit, and 
by the frequency ,vith ,vllieh they commit them. It a(ld.s : 
" * * tIle Opillion of offieers,vllo lw,ve served 
"with these bright specimeJ.1~ (the militar)r police), or \\'110 
" have come i.nto close contact ,,-it}1 tllem, is tlUtt tlle general 
" run of them, consists mainly" of tIle scum of the North. 'Vest 
" • • it is openly asserted tllat Government care­
"fully sent over as many of tIle dangerous unemI)loyed as 
" could be raked together in the lJazaars." The arliele qUOt(~8 
no instances in support of its sweeping c~h.arges. 

9 
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Note No. VIII.-Disarmamtnt of Burma in 18Sg. 

[THE telegram w lliell is eite<l in tIle In~lrgin refers to tIle re­
solution whic]l ,,~as iS8Ued ill tTanuary 18~~ for regulating tIlo 
possession and sale of arnlS and amlllllnition in J3urlna.] 
Text of Telegra1t~ fronl thf~ Ifall{I(}(Ht 'I'll(' Rtateru{~nt, mru:l(\ h(\re is 

corre8pon dt~nf which appc(lred ,. n the • I 1· 1 ~ • 1 
u Til1te8 H of the 30th January 1888. llllS fla( 111~ ueea use It ( O(~S 110t 

stat~ t.Ile ,,~hole of thp ortlt~r 0)1 
The local Governlnent ha~ rfl~()l Vf\(l 

on taking important stepR. It ha.s lwell 
d~cided that the \vh()l~ of B,u'nu)' shall 
be uisarmed, anu th~),t aH n rn](\ tl l"' •• 
arnlS shall be pORsesH~d only hy O()V­

bl"nment officials, not bt'low tllt~ 1'1\,llk of 
the thngyis, w 110 J\r(~ the pffirill1:;; ~tll· 
ployeii in collecting revenue nnd nre 
e.ctrnsted with certain lilnited lun~ib· 
tel'ial p<,wers .. 

TillS regulaticn will not apply to l~tl­
ropea.ns or EUlasians in certain outly .. 
ing places. 

tllis Sllhj(~ct. l'prll1issioll to 
POSSPSS firtl.:l.rIns is not o011tin­
e<l ~olelv to (xo'1"prnl11()11t. om .. 

e 

eia l~ riot l)elow tlu~ r.111k of 
tllllgy i. Pcrsolls ~l)(\eittll~1" ex­
clupte(l frOll) t.h~ l'ro\risions of 
t ll(~ Artlls Act. ar(' also t:'ntitl(.td 
to })OSSCSS thenl. 'l.'lap folIo,,"· 
ing is an extra~L froltl partl­
gra })h {J of t lIt' rp~()] utiou on 
diNlrnlltln{)nt \\' h ieh eOJltaillS 
tlH\ orders 011 the sul)jltl{~t :-

" Aft('r CUl'ff1l1 COllHid("ru.tiotl of 
tbe OpJJ1iOllS of un tho otHCttrH 
C01l8Ultl~! an(~ of the IJiAtory of 
tbr udrnini8trn,tiol1 (,f the prov­
inc(~ during tlJn past tpw yen,r~t 
~Jr. Cr()8thwaitt~ lutA d(~eid(· d thatl, 
8.A far aR possihle, tho whole of 
11urnHt shall IHj disarrnnd ~i,nrl 
that, as n gf-lIlerU 1 rlllt..,. iirt1urJUM 
shaH be POSHCRSt'd 0111)' hy Oov .. 
ern lnent officials not ut:'lo\v the 
rank of thugyi, W}H-'n they (~lJ,n lJH 
trusted an c1 \\' })()ll it 18 )J t'(-PHf(ar V .' for tbe public 8pr\'ice that Lh(~ .\1 
BIH)uld oe arnlpd, by til(, poiic(', 
alHl by l!erSOllB Hpt:cial1y excepted 
frorn the provisions of the Arms 
i\ct and Rules." 

'I'11is statement suggests 
tIle inference that in all lJut 
certain out11.ing places tIle 
regulation (i.e., the recent 
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• orders regardIng a.lsarnla· · 
ment) ,viII apply to Euro­
peans and Eurasians, and that 
in all l)ut sue}l places DO Eu­
rOI>eans or Eurasians WllO are 
not Government officials of 
tIle raD~ of tllUgyi "rill be per­
mitted to possess arms.Un­
der tIle Arms Rules all Ameri­
cans uncI Europeans, not Bri .. 
tisll-born subjects of lIer M:a-
Je esty, "r 110 are temp. oraril v re-

~ ~ 

siding or trayelling in. India, 
and all }~llrop('an &nd Eura­
siall Al11)jects of th.e Queen.­
~rrlpress ill IIulia, are ell­
titlpd to possess and carry 
firearIllS ,,,itllout a licerlse. 
'l'lle recent orders alJout dis­
armament do not deIJrive 
tllem of tllis rig Ilt. 

'!'}lis statement is correct so 
far as it goes, b'ut it omits an 
imllortant part of tile orclers. 
'1'he rule of (lisarmament is 
relaxed not ollly under tIle 
circumstances stated in the 
telegram, l)ut also in I>arts of 
tIle country "\"llere a loy'al anci 
trust\\rorthy populatioIl call be 
fOllnd. III tIle resolution 011 

disarmam~nt tIle Karens are 
sl)ecially referred to as COIn· 

iIlg ,vithin tllis descril)tion. 
'l'hefollowirlg extractfrom the 
disarmament resoltltion SlIP­

I)orts tIle foregoinglrenlark:-
,,:' In certain outlying places, 

where adequate protection cannot 
b~~ constantly afforded by the dis­
trict au\thorities, it will be neces .. 
sary to relax this Iule. In those 
places a fixed number of pel"SOllS 

may be a.Ilowed to possess and 
. carry firearms under the rules 

'Vhero adC-H]un,t,e police prote,~tion 
cnnnot be offered, the rule will he re­
laxed, and also in cases of' trn.voIJers 
fron) the Shan HtateF;, f'O as to prevent 
auy riHkof interfering ,vith the growing 
trade. ~ul)ject to theRe excepti01l8 the 
(lisarnHunen t "'ill he rigorously cn­
forced throughout 'the entire proviuoe. 
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The official GfJ,zette of January 28tlJ 
contuinn n. ]en~tby Iniuute frOllJ f,lH\ 

Chief COlunlissiolJ6l" o.nnouncing f,h(~ 
decision of the Govenllnent, gi vin~ r('.u.­
sons for enforcing n g(~lleral disarn11l.­
Inent. stating the opiuiol1s of UU1Her01l8 
high milit.ary and civil oflicialt-) ,vho 
have been consulted on the (luestion, 
and publishing the rules \vhich ,vill 
henceforwcu·a be enforced as regnrdH the 
possession of arms and (t,uuuunition. 

An alternative policy ",·as suhluitted 
for the consideration of the offIcials who 
were consulted-nu,uHdy, that of freely 
arming the loyal villagers to ena)Jle 
them to resist the (~acoits. In LO"'(~r 
Burma for many years it Wtlk the po­
licy of the local GOVHrnllJent to elWotll'­

age the possession of firearms bJ the 
law-a,bic1ing popultttiot:, and in 188~ i,~'~ 
rules rega'rding the 1!08.'telJaion of jire­
arme were relax/3d Jor that purpose. 
There is a considerahle l'repouderance 
of opinion among those consu) ted in 
favour of tota.l disarmaWtjDt, although 
there 41f"e 80me dissentient8 whose OlJin .. 
ion, are entitled to great weight, 'rhe 
arguments used in favour cf a. tctal dis­
armament are · that the l'esttlt of lea. ving 
arms in the bands of the villagers is not 

· and .conditio~8 given at the foot 
of thIS resolution. By these rules 
the persons !icensed·to possess 
and earry anus will practically 
~ecome a Bllccial police force 
lutble to be called out when ne­
cessary for the restoration of 
orde.r. 1'Ju'. "'tdaXfI,fio,,, of tit.! 
1'1l1es 1UtllI bt! allon~ed,u'ith the 
Cit ;'~l O()1111nisH'ollf'1-', Sa.11.Cliotl, 

flot Olll!1 ill lJi}rde,. tra(:tR 1(.'itioh lit' 
otltxidl! tlu~ protl'(~tl:OIl f!.f owr post" 
£,u,{ al.\'o i It .1Nzrts of the country 
u'herr a loyal popU{(llion cQllbe 
found,_ u'hich is ready andloilling 
to assist Ute (;ort'Jrlllncnt agaitl.8t 
till) rlisturlNl}'s of" th(! ])cacc. .J n 
SOlIl H parts of l~o~·o.l' 13 Urll) It the 
Rnrt:DR hnvo proved them8elvt~8 to 
beul· ihik C!bul"ncter, lind oxpHri. 
Cllce has sb(H\'n that tlJ6 itltiuenco 
of their miS8ioIHtrjcR nod pastors 
i~ Bufticiellt to H1U,iJJ tU.lU discip­
hne n.mol1g thern and to r<1Ildor it 
safe to entrust thCIU \vith 111'ms." 

])etailed r(~'ilark is IIOt IIC. 

eessary 011 tJH'~ extmet citf~(l 
ill the m;l.rgill. 'fIle :;tate­
Dll~l1t~ 111tult~ tlre on tlH'~ ·'vh.ol(~ 
aeeuratc..~l'll{~ ol~ly I)ortions 
of tlH~ extract re(l u irillf~ sI>e­
cia] ren:ulrk lire those I)l·int(!(l 
ill italies. It is not strietly 
aeeur:tte to say th.at "ift 188.4 
" the rules t'el/or(/illt! t}t(~ }JOS­

"session qf jil'(!((!j'Jn/s UJere ire .. 

" la~r;e(I." 1'}le on ly uJtera­
tion nlafle in the rules ill 188,:11 
',"as to ext{~n(l thn ternl of 
currenc)r of Iiee.rlses to earry 
firearms froDl Oll.e to fi ve 
years. No general relaxation 
of the rules on tIle sul}ject of 
tIle possession of firearms was 
made. The statement that 
" there (I/re lo;rte di88e'lltienttl 
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" who8e opinions {(PI-! entitled. 
" to . greltt 1J)eigltt H is too 
s"reeping. An examination 
of the oI>inions' of officers 
whie}1 are appendecl to tlle re­
solution on disarmament 
sholl's that Colonel Street iA 
tIle only offi~er of "Tfligllt and 
experience \\'}lO ca.n be cor­
rectly descril)e(l as a diRsen­
tient from the- policy of dis­
armament. 

'rIte statements lllac1e re­
garding Colonel Street's ex­
perience and regar(iing tIle 
value attaclled to llis OI)illion 
in Burma are correct. But 
tIle opinion Wllicll lle llolds in 
the matter of disarmalnent' is 
supported by no otller officer 
of experience in tl1e province. 
Officers like Colonel Str.over, 
Commissioner of l\ianda lay , 

UJat the \Iillagers are enoouraged to re· 
sist uttacks, hut tha.t thf' dacoits are 
teml)ted to attack the villagers for the 
J,nrpose of obtaining arms. It is asserted 
that villft~ers who ht1Vt) possesRed arms 
ha,ve ill the nlajority of Of\ReS offered no 
reHistR.,!)ce to aruled rob1>ers. Many of 
the forlni/lahle bands of robbers which 
have given trouble (1ul'ing" the past two 
yonl'H, eRpecially in Lovver Burma, be­
gan l)y attacking police ~tations or viI­
lu,gerH known to P08FiOSR arlllS. 'l'he 
Chief COlnluiBsioner obsl3rves-

,. The hihtory of the past two years 
has f'hown only too pinillly how easy it 
it-: for deMigniug people to begllile a ere­
dnlous pOIHllation into joining' in dis­
loyal I,lotR and to obtftin recruits for 
hopoleHH attcluptH a~aallst the constitut· 
(;)<-1 authority. 'rhe facilit.y with which 
the Inonks and the 8oi·di8ant prince 
(j htain rer'rllitH n,nlong It population not 
previously known io be crinlin&.l or (lis­
lc-yal is an even Illora serious matter 
tlHln tJhe apa.thy or cowardice of \ihe viI .. 
lag'erR ,vhen attacked." 

Tho 11111itary officPl'S whose opinioll!; 
v/ero lLskecl, including Sir George ~ihitla 
and Generul Gor<1011 t Commalltling 
L()\v(~l' n urlllCL, unanill10usly ftLVOUl"f,d 
the cOlllplete diHnrlUa1l1ent so far aA fhe­
nrnu; are cOl1rern(:(l. Briga<1ier-Gene.r­
a1 Wolseley Htl.yr.; :-

'I I have 1-\0 little cOllficlellce ill th(\ 
trllRt worthhlcsS of the HUl'nlfl,nS aA U 

cluHR that I unherntn.tillgly reeonl llly 

opinion in favonr of a cOlllplete disar· 
lllfl D 1(-'11 t of t.ho entir~ ("nun try." 

Colonel 8YlllOllR, COllJlnandiug in the 
Cltill<lWlll dif.5t.rict, ~tu.tcd that Burma 
shoul<l he C01n pletely d isarrneJ of all 
fil'Nl"nn~\ Hila ahw that for a consider .. 
ablo tll11<': Ih) Dnrrnl111 polieeluan should 
be intrusted \vith n rifle or gun. The 
opinions of othel' 111ilitary officers do 
llot go qnite RO far~ ana are couched 
in llloro guarded language. 

rrlH? chi(\f oppOllent t.o th~ proposed 
polity iK C01uo01 Street, Cornmis~ioner 
of Pe~u. lIe is tlH.l !:)(\uior ofIic(~rin the , 

BUl'lna COlllllJ1Ssion, and haR hn,d 30 j 

yelu'H' eXlwri(lnct', Oolonel ~treet's o,Vin .. 
iOIl ('11 PHl.)iC qnestions carl'jes great 
~'eight with all clRHses in BUflna. He 
writes :-

H 1 think there is a great deal more 
to be saill in fave ur of encouraging the 
l)uople to arill themselves aud issuing 
licenseH freely. As a rule villages in 
w hiclJ there al'e kno,\\rn to be firearms 
have not been attacked. Those who 
have firearms have always turned out. 
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readily to assist in bunting daooits alld 
to put down crime. There iA no doubt 
that we ('nn do very little ,vithout the 
assistance of the villa.gers themselves, 
I do not think it is likely that we Rhall 
E'uoourage thelu in gi villg flrssi8taDcO by 
disarllling thelu a.nd 8laowing that we 
do not t1~st th~lU. The daeoits ,,~ill 
get fireal'lllS Rornehow Gr other. and the 
people will he at their lUPl"C.)" it they 
are not uJlo\ved to h»Y8 lil'('f\rtllS t(h~. 
It will he ilifficult to ~tly ,,,hat tile thn­
gyis will do when l'ollpctillg their f(~. 
vellUH if the peopIn nrt' tli~:Hl,rnl~(l. Thf~ 
thu~yis alwuYR (-all together the llrJllfj,l 

villu,gers to accoulpany thPIU. u,nd to 
protect the reven UP \,yhPll it 11-i bt:'l Ilg eol­
lected. l)or8011A traY(llHIlg'. wh(t :l)'f~ 
cOlupclled to ('l~rr'y ~nlnh or Innney ,vith 
them, undoubted 1,\" n;'(plil't, J lIl'll i'HL, fIll' 

their prot(~(,tion ; aHd HO do t b(lhl' 11 \ ! (ig 
in jungl(l tl'H.CW l'(3(luir(t t Ll\JH. Hot nul,\' 
for protectlng thpln:-'f'h'('h fl.!!H.1HHt ,1:1 
<'oitF, hut for pl'otl'('tln'~ tilt'1' rattl(, 
h~tlil! '-It, wild n l11111H J..., •. 

,Mr. Ireland, Commissioner"o£ 
IrmwaddJOf, and }{r. tlame­
son, late Inspector-Genf-ral of 
Police, ,,"llose cXpf'riellee in 
1311flna 11ft,!" bN.\11 n(~'lrly as 
long as t 11n.t of Colonel Street,. 
an<i ,\'"hO~f' o}Jiniotl .on puillic 
l11uttpl'S (·nrrie~ nf~8rl.v ~(l ual 
'Yf'i~'ht ,,,it h his, are alllong 
t ht' HHlst str{\l1lI0tlR ad VOCfl tes 
of thOl"Ollg'Jl dj~nrnlanlent. It 
1111lst rllrtlH~r l)p r~lll~trkett 
tllat so fur fnet~ lU1 \~e l)('f!n 
ag:ainst (;()I()lH~1 Str(\~t. 'I'J1B 
di~tl'i(·t in \r h ieh hi~ policy of 
:1rll1ill~ I~nrrnall villages IU1S 
had t hf' lOllg'ps1 Hllcll110st oom .. 
1)1('( (' t J'ial i~ rl'hurra'~'u(l(ly·. 
rl'JI:d di~trief, '",ns (luring the 
p:ll'ly I)nrt of l~HH tho mo~t 
(li~tHrhe(l in J JO\\'(ll- IJllfUUl.. 

t):H·(,ities nntl rohhprips 1'1 
\\ {-ll .. arIllccllnar:nHlers \VPrf; of 
n Itll0st dail v ()(~(nlrr(ln('(~. It 

• 
\ras f011n(1 nt\(~(\SAArIY to in .. 
t'l'pase t hp poliec forpf' l.n.rg('ly 
fllHl to tn ke ot her s})pein 1 m(~a­
sur(\s to restOl"f Or(lpI' in tllis 
(list riet. "rhil (l 'I'harralrnd<lv ... 
,,~as (listllrh(~cl, the :uljoining 
dis1riets, Ifpnz:ulu, I)romp, 
J I.alltha\\'acld,,., in '\'hit~h the , 
])oli(·~T of Hrlll jn~ ,riIln~ers had. 
pithflr l)(~(\n alnlndoned or (~m· 
J)1oye(1 \vitll eantl0ll, \r.··re 
:1Tl(l still are in a state of 
tran<l uillity. Colonel Street 
~tat(}s that" ns a rule, villug(~s 
I)O~s(~s~ing ii rea l'D1S are not 
attacl\:cd. 'fIds statement is 
110t l)()rne out l)y facts, and is 
controverted l)v otller ()ffi(~ers .. 
of eXI)erience. 'The following 
extracts from the resolution 
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011 disarmament maybe cited. 
with advantage :-

" In May 1886, when acting as 
Commissioner of 'Pegu, Colonel 
Strover 'vrote* as follows :.-

" Hardly fi tIny passes without the 
receipt of violent critne reports show­
ing that dacoits have obtained posses .. 
sion of firen,rms for the Ulere asking. 
A few bud chnracters hn ve only to go 
to a village and inll)eratively demand 
the production of u, gun when the pos­
sessor, 'whether n, kyedangyi or tlot, 
very quickly giyes up the gun, wherever 
he lUltV have COn(~eH,lea tho SRUle. 

~ It ·i8 an esta'blished fact tha.t insur-
gents ancl dftCoit,s during the past few 
rnonths have COlllplotely RXluecl th ~ln· 
selves with., guns taken fr()ltl villages, 
and in this w'ay, ill tunn'y inRtltllCeS, 
have fOl'lned fOl'lllidfLbl() t:angs q nite 
heyonu the power of the police to cope 
with and 111uch less ul'lned parties of 
villagel's. 

* * * * 
• 'Practically it may be 80.1<1 fil'earrns 

al'e now held ill the districts for the 
protection of the perRon; but instead 
of being ft protection, they are It positive 
danger to the public n.t htrge.' 

" About the satne time Major 
Butler, Deputy Commissioner, 
Henzada, wrote : 1-

; 

'When the t1istnrhances broke out in 
tllis llistl'ict, the first thing that each 
gang of'lH\!d chara.cters ,.lid was to luake 
for the houses of all thOI'ie Villo pOSSORS­
ad al'IllS and to U,t once seiZf~ auu appro­
printe then} f01' their own Uf;e, ana thnH 
the very arIllS that were allowed to l)e 
carried'-by villagerA for their own use 
ftlHl defence were nsed aga.inst thern hy 
dacoits and hUld cha.ract.~ws, and it \\~H,~ 
the wholesale collection of arnlS in this 
way all over the country thltt enaLled 
the gttngs to beconlc as fonnidulble fl.') 

Lh"y <lid.' 

:, Colonel Alexander, 
Commissioner, Prome, 

Deputy 
wrote: ! 

6 It is of conrse excessively nnnoyino• 

that viJlagers give i[~ to cornp~rt"tti'vely 
small bands of dacolts ana gIve up to 
them tbeit·tarnls.' 

* Letter dated 19th ~iay 1886. 
t Letter dated 29th May 1886. 
t Letter dated Slat May 1886. 
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" Mr. Jameson, then Inspeotor. 
General of Police, Lower Burma. 
"'lote :. 

• 
'For all the daooities that have 

been committed t.his yea.r t,he instances 
in which a.rmed villo.g.Jr~ have attslllpt. 
eti any re8i~taDce ulay be counted on 
your fill~ers. 'l'!l() utility of" arluillg 
villag&1'8 for tbpir defence iM ther~forG 
virtually nil. On the other baud tuo 
nlltsk~tB given up to Ullooit,s without fe .. 
sistance D'~y be oonntetl by llul.HlredfJ. 
'I'be du,ug"cr of ll.nning vilh~ge)'R iR thus 
R~ell to h .. ~ gre.,t. 

, The P()8~l)SHion of llltlUR by 8· villago 
t:;t) inr fr01U hn,ving a d('tnt'rl)ut ettf.llot 
b€li\U1S rather to lun'u iuduNHt tltt.ack. .. .. .. . 

, By (1i~~nllillg 1 h~ eonuil y 11l.cvits 
would be nun},]£' to pl'o(,111'e flrettrllls in 
ftlttu"t·, u.nll~ \-TiJJu.gers woult1, l) .. ~jug till 

tho ~tjUJe footing wlth tJHHll, ht., U}I)ro 

J"f1udy to d,·ft~'rd th("lJJ>;(lj \'08 with t1u.,ir 
national W81\lH-:n t he lh~.· (Ifworil). 

"!\'Ir. Il'eland, UornmiHsioner 
of lrra~'addy, wrotc· : ~ 

, Every T>istrict (l th('~l' JUhl [loli(~6. 
Ulan kUOWB that a,llowi!l;~ li.reu.flrll-i to 
tht, pt'ople ill {)ut.lrirl;.~ ,,-ilJr.f.{(·~ 12M, 
n~ u. pru,cticRl tn.ct, III Ifll·(l UHI rlf~C(11tB. 
()ue of two thiJ)~n 11 10 HJHt in v,l)'Utbly uc .. 
cfU'.'(1d W1HHl tlJ(1 d,t<~()it.;: or rohborN 
came-

(i) the villn"gor 'H gnn Wtt~ iU.H. Atatle 
of tUll·(~'-l.tlintlfi~ ; or 

(ii) If r(!pdy. tl~H holel"l f~a/red to 
fit'(~ on tilt .. d!I,co~ tH. 

~ rfhcre ""itA, howcvor, olll~,. nul.! l'eHult. 
-t he daeoita POtJ3CB8(lct tholUliol V6,; of 
tlJCl utln~. 

• • • • 
, GUll dacoitieR 0.1"0 now fasiJi(Jn"hle 

Bnd thcrcfor(~ it is dang-crollA to 1Ut,ve 
i801~ted gnns in sJllall hH.llllc1tk. J~~vil· 
disposed persouR fUC sure to COUJA with 
the ohject of gottil1~ tho artU8 alone to 
he uBed elRewher(~.' 

"In August 1887 the Otllccr 
Oommanding the Mounted In­
fantrv in the .b~ RRtern l)i vision of 
Upper Burma, after d~scri bing & 
case in which a band of dacolts 
armed with 10 gllnH took 78 head 
of cattle from 8 ,~ilJage ·in whicb 
there were 40 muskets, wrote: 

P T 

• Letter dated 28th !riay 1886. 
t Memorandum dated 21st June 1886. 
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