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'I have r~pea.te.dly been told by vU­
lagers that the dacoits had taken a, way 
their arms, 80 that if guns are still sup .. 
plied to villagers as .at present it will 
become a oertain means of supplying 
the dacoits with arms and ammunition 
and enable them to continue dacoity 
with impunity'. , 

" Tbe above extracts record the 
opinions of officers who had am· 
pIe opportunit;r of observing the 
facts about whIch they wrote and 
who based their remarks on ac­
tual observation. Particular in­
stances illustrating these remarks 
may easily be found. A few may 
be mentioned, and further infor ... 
mation may be gathered from the 
note by the Inspector-General of 
Police ~hich is printed among 
the annexures of this resolution. 
The insurgents who rose in the 
Bilin towDship, in the Shwegyin 
district, first attacked the village 
and police station of Bilin for 
the purpose of obtaining arms, 
and afterwards attacked other 
villages for tho same, purpose. 
No resistance by armed villagerH 
is recorded.. The history of the 
risin'g in the Sittang township is 
similar. The gang of dacoits 
known as tbe Bogale gang began 
by attacking the police sts,tion at 
Bogale, and then attacked and 
obtained arms from the villages 
between that place and Pyindaye, 
and afterwards from other vil­
lages. In Tharra,waddy a leader 
known as Bo Aung collected 150 
guns from various villages. In 
fhe Bassein district, during the 
year 1886, there were 18 separate 
~ases in which firearms were 
taken by small gangs numbering 
from two to ten men. In only 
one case was any attempt at ra­
sitltance made.. rl'o take lat~r 
statistics, sinee the 1st June 1887 
five cases can be at once cited in 
wbicb villages in the Tha.yetmyo 
distriot consisting of from' 90 to 
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UommiRsioner Hodgkinson of the 
Irrawaddy disn-i~t also· opposes an im. 
mediate and total ditsBnnament. He 
protests against disnrming tUOf:~ who 
ba.ve assisted us, or ,vho live in distrlct.s 
where the police protection is inade· 
quate. 

8.70 hoasesand .po88esein~ from 
5 to llguDsfalled torefust.t. 
tacks by cotpparatively small 
bands of dacoits. It .. 

The statement thatlir. 
Hod g kin son opposes im­
mediate and total disarma.· 
ment is correct, l)ut itmltst 
l)e atlcicd th.at Ile is referring 
to Lo\ver Burma only, tllat 
llC is of oJlinion tbtl,t it is de­
sital)]e eventually to disarnl .. 
the country, ~lnd that tIle IX)" 
licy ellUl1aiated in the resolll­
tion of ,January ,vns llot one 
of inllnediate or t()ta1 dis­
arnla.meLlt. 'rIle fol1owiJ.lg' 
extraets from that resolution 
sho\v tIle mallnf'T in whieh the 
})oliey \vas ol'(iereci to l)o car­
rie(l out in I.Jo\ver l~urlntl : .... . 

(' rJlht~ mE\tb 0(1 of .~) tJ t tin g t, b.·}~Jo 

illHt,ructioll8 in fllroe will di1ft-.r 
80111e\\,but in tlH! upper and low(:}1~ 
portiolHi of tilo province. • ~ 

• In Lowt~r l~urllllt t;h(;~ (~biof 
COlllDlisninDel' \ViHbes tlH:~ further 
disn.rtDfllllent of the {~ot1t1try to he 
tdlect(~d by r(,duci ng thf~ II t! tD h(;r 
of licenses grltnteciltH they expiro 
and bv the constant \vatchfulIH~8fi 

" 
of all i)istrict ()ffiCelS It,nd tbe 
rigorous enforcoment of the Arms 
Act. It is plain from the polico 
reports that even close to ll.an­
goon, if not in l{angoon itself, 
firearms al~e in the hands of the 
lnost abandor)(~d criminu..1s. 'fhis 
,,"ould llot he the cltsa if 8tlffici(~nt 
attention were given to enforcin.g 
the Act. It is not desired to 
carry out a general searell for 
1~rm8 in Lower Burma. The 
illegal possession of arms should 
be m8d~. dangerous to the poe ... 
sessor. Rewards should beg~vea 
to infor~er8 for the discovery of 
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ftrearms held without a license, 
and persons convicted of brea,ches 
of the Arms Act, especially of 
the illegal mSIDufacture or sale 
of arms Oi" ammunition, should 
be dealt with as se~'erely as the 
law perlnits. 

"Commissioners of JJivisions 
in Lower Burma are requested to 
prepare and submit as soon as 
l)O~sible for each district in their 
divisiol!S lists of the villages in 
which they propose to grant li­
censes fOl' the possession of fire­
arms, describing the grounds of 
exemption, the number,of licenses 
to be granted! and specifying the 
arms to bo gran ted. * * *" 

In accordance witll the 
orders quoted on page 69 of 
this note I)ersons WI10 11ave 
given tIle Government active 
and loyal assistanee and l)cr" 
sons who live in parts of tIle 
country where IJoliee protee­
tion is inadequate 11ave been 
sllffered to retain their fire­
arll1S" 'rlle~y arc treated as 
poliee auxiliaries, a course 
w IticltlVlr. llodgkinson speei .. 
ally advocates. On t1le whole 
it is not too mllcll to say tllut 
the policy of disarmament 
introduced by the l'tesolutioll 
is tlle same as tllUt approved 
by Mr. Hodgkinson. 

rrllis statement is not strict­
ly accurate as it sug-gests the 
inference tllat Mr. 'l'llcker is 
opposed to disarmament as a 
general rule. This is not tIle 
case. Mr. 'l:uckcr did not dis­
cuss the question generally 
wllen stating his opinion on 
tIle subject. He confined 
himself to stating wllat ac-

COUJ.wi8~;i(Jnel' Tucker, of tlJe Eastern 
Divhlion, dOt,,,, not approve of l\ total 
and iWlnediat(J disarmaUlent. 
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.,. 
Severn.l Deputy COllllnh':f\iolHH'S hn ve 

recorded opinious against a total dis, 
urmaluent-. 

The Chief Commissioner is known to 
be a strong advocate of total and hnme­
diatEt disarmament. This f~ct UDdou bt· 

tion should, in. IllS opinioD.,. 
be taken in his division. lIe 
considered it unadvisable to 
carry out inimediate and total 
disarmament in all tIle dis­
t.riets of llis division, because 
in sonle parts t.he peoI>le llltd 
SllO\\tn eonspicuous IOJraJtv t .. . 
a.nd llecause lie thougllt it ad. 
visable to allow the l)()8ses­
sion of gllns lly' persons of 
In'ove(t loyalty llllt-iI order 
has l)een eOD1l)letely restored~ 
.A.t\.s llas lleen e~~.I,lail)ed above 
t l1e I)()sses~ioll of fi rearms h)T 
loyal villag'ers is l)(~rltlitted 
u.nrl.er the resolutioll . 

()rlly' t])l"ee :De1Jut-v (;onl'" 
• • II' 

rnissioners }UlVf~ r(~eonled all 

OI)inioIl agai nst diS:lrnlanleJlt. 
'1"V() ar(~ o11ieel"s of RhOttt." 
eXJ)(.~rien(~f~ ~Lnd the t.h j rflis 
.not one of the l)est o111eers 
ill tl1e IJrovillee. Olle of tlleS(~ 
tl1ree after eXI)(~rieneing in 
~rllarra\\'·ad(ly the reSlllts of 

t 

the (;Olltrary I)olie)r lU1S CllRl.lg-

cd llis oI)iniolJs on the sul)jfK~t 
alHi lJecomc one of the nlost 
strenuous sUJ)I)orters of a. 
policy of disarntament. 

Anotller ])eI)tlty COlumls­
sioner advised against tile to­
tal disarmament of Ilis di.s­
tri(~t, but did not ex.press an 
opinion on tIle general (lu.es­
tion. Having been reeently 
tl'ansfclTed to Burm.a from 
Ilengal tllis officer has 'bad no 
oPI)()rtunities of forming an 
opinion on the general ques­
tion. 

The statement cited in 
the margin is sUPlJOrted by DO 
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evidence. The circular in 
which the opinions of officers 
were asked stateq. fairly the 
pros and cons for 'and against 
disarmament as a gen.aral rule. 
Although tIle Chief Commis­
sionerremarked that he was 
inclined to fa VOllr the policy of 

disarmament, he in no way 
committed himself to such a 
policy. He distinctly stated 
that before coming to a final 
decision he would a,,~ait tIle 
opinions of the offic~rs con­
sulted. It is of course im-

• 

possible to disprove categori-
cally an expression of opinion, 
but there are strong i'casous 
for believing that officers were 
not influenced in giving tllcir 
opinions by tlleir conceptions 
of . Sir Charles Crosthwaite's 
views on tlle subject. 'fIle 
question of disarmament was 
considered early in 1886, ne1tr-

t. 

ly a Jt.ear l)e fore Sir Cllarles 
Crosthwaite came to tIle prov­
ince and at a tinle "\\!llen Sir 
Charles Benlard, wllo was 
generally believed to be OPI)OS­

ed to disarmament, was Cllief 
Commissioner. Officers in 
Lower Burma were then con­
sulted on the subject and 
many of them strongly 
advised stringent measures of 
disarn;mment. Tlle opinions 
given by some of them in 
1886.are cited on pages 72 to 
7 4. The opinions given by 
these oftioers in 1887 can liard­
ly be said to have. been in­
fi.ueBoed by what was known 
or believed of Sil·Charles 

edly influenced some of tbe civil otB~rs 
COD8U~ted, 
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Orostllwaite's views, as::they 
merely'adlleted to theopiniODS 
"rllieh they 11ad expressed 
long before Sir Cht\rles Crostb .. 
,\raite came to tl1e province. 
I. t is not too m"uch t(> saytllat 
for yeArs l)flst tIle balance 
of intelligellt opini.OJl ill the 
l)l"Ovinee has been in fa:vOltr 
of a. strillgent rulnlinistrution 
of the It'-llis I..tl, \\', :.In(l it. is be­
YOlui all dOllbt tllut tlLc(lis­
nrlnaDlcllt resolutioll is all" 
}lrove(ll)f nlm()st{~very' experi· 
ence{l offieer in t.Ile province ~ 

---
Te{IJt oj Teugra1)t~, (l~tetl ~'4fh, 25th, 

Qina 28th March 1888, 'lvhtch appt?(l·r. 
(Jd fn the U Thne8," 

In the Pyinruana and 'rOl1l.lgoo dif.~­
tricts, where the JisaruHHHcnt is heing 
strictly (~arried ouli, tho dn('oits hnve 
again becuIlle vel'y trouhlesOllltj. 111 
Pyinmana a loyal pOllQ'yi has bCCll lUlU'­

deretl and severa.l houses lHl.\,l~ been 
burnt by dacoits. In Shwegyin the 
Karentol hn.vl:l been rigorouslY difiu,rulcil 
although they to01< ii,n fl.ctive part in 
9.uelling the BtU'nWHe rt~volt in ] HHH. 
It is stated by persons resiJout iu thOliO 
districts, who by their position and ex· 
perience are specially qualified to judge, 
that the reBut t of the disll,l'lUanleu t, f'O 
far as it had l>eeu cf~rrjed out, is siJuply 
to leave the loyal and hOU€Ht villngers 
at the mercy of marauding gangs 
The doooits continuo to receive n,nnH 
and ammunHion through Shun. A 
large quantity (~( perctlssion-caps of 
French ma.nufactu!'& was recently fOllud 
in Karenni. rrhe Karens loudly C:HlJ­

plain tLat Burman oflicial~~ are employ­
ed to disarm them and that t,heir re­
quest tha.t they might be perinittt~,d to 
give up their &tms to Engli"-h offic~r8 
has been disregarded. The I{.arens also 
complain that they are deprived of 
their arma without receiving any com-

. pensation. Ha'ling regard to the long­
standing and bitter r1lce hostility be­
tween the Burma.Ds and Karens, a.nd to 
the fact that the Ka.re~8 1.8ive been 
oonsistently loyal to the British, their 

. pl'esenttreatme!lt .. w?~d appear to be 
. both harsh and IDJudl010U£~. ' .. 

I'll I~ portiol) of tile tf{~le. 
graIll lllakes ~L s t it t e men t 
-tIl.at dacoit)'" \\'ns in. Mart.~ll 
1888 ngaiIl heeoIllillg pre­
,"'aJell t ' in IJ v i n lUltl13 3, n, (1 .J 
'1\H1 n goo, a,lid ~ uggeststl,n 
inferenee--.. tlUl t th,e revival 
of <iacoity '\vas fiue to dis­
arnHllnent... l~otll tlle state .. 
nlent t1u<l the i 'nferenc(~· ""~O),le 
ineorreet. IJurillg tIle pa.~t · 
year anti a half thB 'J.\Hlngoo 
an<l I)viIlmaTuL districts hive .. 
l)eeIl praetically un(listurl)ed. 
DuriIlg tJH~ nlontll whicll pre­
c~d{~l the elate of tllis telt~· 
granl only a fe\v (iaicoities aJld 
rol)l)erics of oniilutry type 
~rere committed i.n tlle 'J:oun·· 
goo district. F'rom the 2,~th; 
llarell up to tIle Ilresent date 
(No,·eml)er 1888)Toungool~8 
remained tranquil ex(~ept for 
an attack by dacoits. on Mr. 
Barber, Assistant Superin­
tendent of Police, on the ,~lst 
April, jnwhich Mr. Barber 
was wound,ed.The occur-
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rence Ims not been followoo 
by any further attacks. 
During the month Wllich pre. 
ceded the 24th' March the 
Pyinmana district was un· 
disturbefl save for a few 
dacoities and robberies of an 
ordinary character, and for 
an attack on Mr. 'l'}lurston's 
camp on the 19t1l March, to 
whicll reference is made in 
the correspondent's telegram 
of tIle 28tll March. 'fIlere is 
no truth in the ~tatement 
that a lo~ral pongyi ,vas mur­
ilered. 'l'he attack on Mr. 
'l'hurston's camp was eorn­
mitted by a gang of dacoits 
known as San Pe's garlg, 
Wllicll has its refllge in tIle 
hills to the east of the Pyin­
mana district. I t may be 
mentionod tllat tIle C1tlUP 
wllieh was attackccl was situ­
ated in tIle lleart of tIle forests 
and ~llat tIle men guarding it 
were armed wit1l firearms. 
'fhis occurrence, tllerefore, 
cannot be attributed to any 
action on tIle part of Govern­
ment in tlle Pyinmana dis­
trict in tIle direction of dis­
armament. 

The statement tha,t tIle da­
coits continue to receive arms 
and ammunition t h r 0 U g 11 
Slam is m.ade withollt evi. 
dence. Enquiries llave been 
made whicll have gone to 
show that 'dacoits do not re­
ceive al'ms and ammunition 
from Siam. The dacoits can­
not get arms easily, and they 
try to get tllem from the Bur .. 
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man poJiee anti frolll thf.\ 
arme<.l villagers. 'l'lle Shan 
States take arms from Siam; 
fe\," arms :find tllf~ir \\"ay 
tllrollgh to Burma. It is not 

,~ .. 

kno\vn OJl ,\f]Ult infol'ruation 
the ('()rr(~SI)()ll(lent 1>8scs IliR 
statt.)111~11t tlu.! { tl Inrgl-q WlJlti t~' 
of ell })S '\"aR fOllnti ill Kart'Dlli. 
K 0 illfornultion 011 tllis })Oillt 
has hp(\11 rt)eei ,·{'d h\' (Jo"f'ttll-

• 
111PIlt 011i(!{ll'S. Knrfluni is aD 
ind()})('Jldl'Jlt Stntp. 'J'lu~ ,~i(,,\,. 
tha.t daeoits (10 J10t. g'(lt flny 
lurbf' sul)}lly of arIllS fr()Ill 
Sianl is eo)} tirlIH~(l llv t lle 1':l('t, 

• 
t.h,lt. tll(~ .l)yilllll:tIUl cli~trit'tl, 
,r 1 d l' h (ollld t\a~i) y get 11 S H ])­

])l.y throl1g'11 ,Kar.·nni, 'rUM 
lllost (~onlI)letf' I y disH J>I UP(l h~r 
the ])P})uty C1oninljs~i()lH'1' 
:tTld ()CllPTH I I AH,l, hart's J~rj .. 
~'adl' in 1 HHH a' id IH~7 long 
hcfol'p t he r{l~t d u \ io)) of ~Jtlrl­
un1'" 1 HHH i~~ll(~d. anel that t lu' 

I! 

dac'oits Iln\,.- tlot Hl"nu'(! f}u 4tn .. 
~ r, 1 V()O 4"1 (,.f"\ ; 11 
• '.. i:"t U:-,)(. • 

TIle statement ill the u~lpg'rnl11 that disat"nlnnH'ut is \ i.f'., \VaN 

at the en(l of MareIl lRH~) h()in~ ~tri(~t 1,\1 (·a rri(td out ill thf' 
1.'oungoo and l>yinmana (listriets }lUl~1" 1)(\ llndprstoud to UH'Hl\ 

that special n1easures arc lJ(~ing adoptptl U1Hl 1 hat all fi r.~a rnlN 

are 11eing ,\7itlldra \rn. ']']!is is 110t <J uit(\ (~orr·(·(~t. 'rfH~ J)yin .. 
m8Jna district \\"as eonlpl{\tnly disarlHP(l in 1 HS7 anri no SI)(~t·ial 
action has l)~cn necpssarJr or ha~ hp(~ll taken in it 8inen the 
beginning of 1888 iI} the n1atter of clisu,rlnnnlPnt. In the 
rroungoo district sppejallDfa(l'-;Ures ,r(lre t.akf~11 in ()hpdipn(~fl to 
the orders on tllC Sl11)je(~t f)f (listlrlnanl(~nt i~S11P(1 a1 the ('Dtl 
of January. Htlt tll~SP IneaStU-ps <litl not. go t~) tlH~ cxt(~Ilt 
of complete disarm'lm~nt. In pursuance of tlH~ I)oliey ltiid 
down in the d.isarmampnt rpso]ution Ijeen~('s 10 I>osseHH jir-e­
arms were not rene,,"ed, execI)t in favour of l)(lr~ons wlJ() eOllld 
be permit.ted to POSSPSS tlu'nl lInder thr tf'rms of the reso­
lution. In conspquence of tl1e non .. rpne,ral of licen~(-\s t;()lne 

600 g1.1DS had been surrendered in this district llY tlle Btl} J\.pril. 
1 1 
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Special consideration was shown to the Ksrens in the Toungoo 
district in the matter of disarmament. The number of guns 
,\\Thich tIley llad to surrender in consequence ,of non-renewal 
of licenses was less than 200. N (~a,rly all these guns were 
surrendered in a part of tIle district wllere the rules appended 
to the disarmament resolution were not complied with. 
Persons in tllis part of the country cannot safely be allowed 
to retain their guns unless tIley comply "\\iith the conditions 
under Wllicll alone guns ea,n be possessed "\\Titl1out dangel" of 
falling into tIle hands of dacoits. If tlley eon1j?ly with tIle 
rules, licenses willl)e issued alld tlleir gun~ will l}e returned 
to them. In otller parts of tIle rroungoo district, wllere the 
rules were complied witll, tIle Karerls ,vere not and llave not 
been disarnled. Tb.e Depllty Commissiollcr reltorte(l in Sep­
ternl)cr 1888 tllat tIle nunlber of g·uns r~mainil1g' in t.Ile 11ands 
of Karpns in the 'l'oungoo (listrict was at least 2,000. 

TIle telegram goes OTl to state tlu1t tIle Karens llave been 
rigorously disarmed ill tIle Sll,,"egyirl district. TIle aetion of 
the alltborities ill tll(~ Sllwcgyin district in tlli~ matter was as 
follows. ~rlle IJeputy Commissioner found it nccessulry to 
temporarily <lisarrn tIle Karens in eertain parts. In ~hese 
pal~ts tl1e Karens were found to hu'vc in tlleir possAssion a 
large Ill1nll>or of guns Wlli(~h tllCy ohtuinpd for tIle Inost part 
during tIle (listlll'1)a11CeS of 1886 and 18R7, an(l for \Vllieh they 
posspssed no licenses. l)llring 188() and 1887 tIle tIlell 1)eputy 
Commissioner considered it una(ivisaJJle to enforee tlle la,,, 
against tIle Karens and suffered tllP111 to remain ill illeg'al pos­
session of fir(.lurms "~}lie}l they poss~sse(l. 1V}lcn tIle {lucstion 
of disarmament carne to be considered at tIle beginning of 
1888 Mr. Todd-Naylor, tIle then Depllty Conlmissioner, came 
to tIle conclusloll that tlle Arms Act must l)e stri(~tly enforced 
and that the Karens eould not l>e I>ernlitted to retain firearms 
in contra"vention not only of the dis:1l'nlanlent rules, but also 
of the ordinary provisions of the Arms Act ""rllicll a·rB in force 
throug'llout India. He accoI'(lingly insisted on the surrender 
of firearms by the Kal'ens ill this part of the country. Tllese 
f\Jrms will be or llave lJeen re-issu~d ,vith regular licenses to 
tllose \\rll0 comply "\\,ith tIle rules aI)pendpd to the disarma­
ment r~solution. TIle action of tIle DCIJuty Commissioner 
was judicious alld in accordance with tIle la,Y. TIle irregular 
eondition of affairs '\vllich "ras suffered to exist during 1886 
and 1887 could not be allo"red to become permanent, and 
the tranquil condition of tIle Sllwegyin district in 1888 
afforded a fittiag opportunity for insisting on a strict 
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compliance with the la"r. It ma,)" lle add~d tllSt, the pnrti. 
cular J{arens to "rhonl refer~ll(~e is 111s(ie in tJl(\Sf~ r('nlflrks 
are not entitled to 8}1eeial eOJlsidt.\ratioll h(tcau~ th~v ai-e 
kno"\\rn to llaye traffiekcd in Rl-nlS \\-ith da(·olts, and h~~use 
the:v rendere(llittlf' assistane~ to Governll1flllt d llring the <lis­
turba110es of 18R(l-~7. 

'rIle next ~tat(\n1f'11t in t.l1(, tplpgra n1 i~ t llat i hf~ t'(~Rlll t of , 

the diB<'1rnlalllellt, a~ (~~rl'i('(l Ollt hitlu'rto in thp PVillllUlllR\ 
• 'l'out?goo, an(l Sh\\'pg'~Yin distriets, },as, ill t hC' Ophlioll or (lllnli. 

fled Judg'es, been to leavl.) lo~~al and honpst vill:tg(\t's n1 t 'lt~ 
merc~T of l11aralldillg' gnrlgs. ~rh(' IH'rsons 'rho arc- h~1i(,v'('(1 
to be here r()ferrec110 a~ (lualifit·(l jud~'(~~ arp .;\ IHPri(*nn ltlis-­
sionaries. Their o}1ininll hn~ }lot Jdt lH'rt () l)Pt'Jl hornp ont l •• v 
facts. As has belen l'x.],tllnt.'d ahovp t.lu' l\villHJ:lnn. 'I'()un~()(), 
and Sll'veg-yin (li~t,ricts ha yp r,ppn ]H'tH!t i(:a lly 11lHl i~l11 rl)(\d ~in(·t"' 
th(~ l)eginlling of tll~ ~~pal' 111) to 111P prpsPllt dat(' (KOVPulh.'r 
188R). It )llu~t b{~ r(~me111hf'r('d, t()O~ that .. \.uU\rieHJl Illj~ ... 
si()narie~ (~annot l>e ae(·p})tp(l as illlJlartial jHdg'fH~. l\t H(oh or 
their int1l1enee \\ritl1 tllP l{arPlls cl(~J)Pll(ls on t Iff'il' ])rot·ur .. 
ing arms for t.heir (~on~r('g·ations. ..\11)" n(~tioll of (iovern­
ment wl1ieh t,r'lld ~ to l"Pstriet thp po~spssio" of a r1l1~ hy 
Karens naturally I11Ppts ,rith stJ~()llg' (1)posi t iOIl r 1'nl11 thpln. 
At tIle saIne time tlH'Y (\a~prl~r :ul ro(~at(· tlul (li~a 1'llllllnpnt of 
Blll-mans. 'fIle poliey ,\~llieh \,·onl<llHPpt \\'ith tilpir eon1l)lt-,te 
appro'val is UJ1C ,,,hie}l ',"0111<1 giYf' Cllrls1 ian Knr(\11S frpn 
li~erty to ])OSSeHS arms al1d \r01J 1(1 l)ia("e sev(~r(" rf'~t .. i(~tio)l~ Otl 

the possession of arms l)y Burmans. llut ~llell a 1)oliey (~nnn()tJ 
be adopted l)y Goverlllnpnt. It \\'Olll<l l)p llnjn~;t, nn(l irrl­
politic to make tIle distinction l)l,t\\"ppn BUrlJUll1S and Kar(~J)s 
wllicl1 tIle missionaries ",,'ouI{l like to Sf\e made. 'J'o do ~o 
would l)c to cmlJitter an(l alienatf.a 13urTrL:~ns throngl1()ut thp 
country. Ameri(~an mjSgiOllarip~ ar~ l)y fP(lSOllOf their I){)~i­
tion and their surroull(lings ineapal)l() of forming an 1111-

biassed opinion on the (luestiol1 of (li~armalne)}t. 'Fhcir in­
tercourse is almost entirel.\r ,\"ith ](arfllls, \\' IJO reg-arcl l~ur­
mans ,vith feelings of a'version, an(l \\rlao <ipslre to I)()ssess 
firearms pril1clI)ally in ordel' that thp~," truly h~ l)(-ItJ,f~r tirmOO 
tban tlleir BurmUl1 nf"\igl11)onTs. 'J'he missionari()s ealltlot 
help sharing to a certain extent th~ race prpj ll(li(~f\s of tlleir 
congregations. ~rllE utmost Wl1icll can he done to meet the 
wishes of the missionarips is to frame tIle rulAs regarding 
arms in such a mall11er tllat, '\Thile tiley "rill }13ve general 
application tl1roughout Burma, tlley \\rill permit loyal Karens 
placed in exceptional positions, equally with loyal Burmans 



similarly ~ituated, to retain their arms. This has been done. 
Under tIle disarmaIllent rules tIle Karens who have re~dcred 
service to GoverIimcllt during the last two years have as an 
almost invarial}lc rule been f.ermitted to retain their guns. 
Some alterations ,vere made in tIle early part of April in tIle 
rules appencled to tIle disarmament resolution on the special 
representation of the missionaries. 'l'llese alterations have 
lJeen declure(l to be of genel'al application, but they were 
introduced primarily to meet tIle wishes of tIle Karens. They 

• • t 

consIst In-
(i) the substitutiol1 of a hadge for tIle uniform jacket 

Wllicll the rules originally required gun-Ilolders 
to wear; 

(ii) tIle granf of permission to licensed gun-llolders to 
(~arry tlleir guns anywllere witllin their circles· 
jnsteu(l of, as origillally ordered, within tIle limits 
of th(lir villages only. 

~l'his s(\cond alteration, ,vhiell tIle Chief Commissioner was 
assllred l)y the reverend missionarjes "ras neeessary to in .. 
(iuce tIle Kar(lllS to retain tlleir guns, sho"vs tIle value of t~e 
statenlfH1t that the-- gUllS arp wallted for tlle defenee of tbeir 
llolne~. 'rlle fact is tliat tIle guns are wallted nminly for 
sporting purposes, and that if tIle KarAns were foruitldell 
to carry tllelll a\vay from tlleir homesteads and tlleir o\rn 
fiel(l~, tlley WOllld ill many cases prpfer to give tllem up. 
A fllrtllcr sI)Pcial coneession has l>een nlade in favour of 
Karens. It llas lJCell 1"'u10(1 tllat Karen gUI1-llol(lers, wllen 
calle(l Ollt again~;t dttcoits, sllall l)e led by their own lleadman 
al1u not l)y Hurman oflicials, provided they are or,ganized 
tlnder reg'[llar IlPaclll1en or IJustors. 

~rhe telcgralll gOt~S on to say tllat tIle Karells coml)]ain 
tllat Bllrrnans are All1ploy·c(1 to disarm tllcm. It is a fact tllat 
tIle sul10r{iinatc executIve offieers "rIiO carry Ollt the rlisarma-- . 
mcnt poliey are I3ul'nlans. Bllt this is inevitable. Almost 
all non-European district officials in Burma arc Burmans. To 
l~y do~Yn a rule tliut Karcns sliall surt'ender arms to none 
l.lllt European officers, wllile llurlnallS are required to sur. 
render their arms to Burnlan officials, ,,1'Ollld be to introduce 
a race distinction of a nlost invidious kind. It ,,'ould be 
equival~nt to a declaration tllat Karens are not subject to 
the ordinary rules of administration and that Government 
intends to grant tllcm special privileges not extended to Bur-

• The circle is the unit of revenue &Uwiniatration in Burma ll.ud varies gMa1i1 
in size. .A. cit'cIe of average size contains IOU to 2UO square miles. 
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mans. Any action in this (lirection WOtll{l cre,nJA~g''l'eatld1s~ 
content among Burmans, tIl.at is tt) Sll,y, tlllrougliollt. tl1(} 
country gen:erally. : . 

It. is further stated in tIle telegrnnl tJl!tt tIle Ka,rens ("Oln­
plain that tbe~r are deprived of t)u~"):ir H,r.tllS ,\~.ithout eOlll­

pensation. As lias IlCell eXI,laiuHtl in n fornlt:"r I)nrt of tllis. 
note, tIle rules regardiflg (lisarnltllll('llt ha.ve l)(~eJl so fl'lJU{~1 
that, as a gelleral rule, Karens ,vho 110"!' I)OSSPSS gu,ns ~1il1 l)o 
able to retaill them. l~ersons frotn \\~110nl guns nrt.~ ,,·~ itll{l .. a ,\\'rl 

"rill fall into t,vo classes,- . - . 

(i) persons \-\·110 l)eillg al)if· to eO),l'l },ly \vii h t'.h(~ (~ondj ... 
tions under \vhieh firf. ~arnlS InHJ 1,(', lK).~sesse(.1 
deelirle to do so : 

• • 
(ii) persolls "VilO are not ill n. IJo~ition to (~orn .pl~r \\?ith 

tIle rules. 
Persons of tIle Jirst class are elltjr It"d to J10 eonsideration. 

1~lley ha,re OllIy to conll}}Y ,vit.h t.hp efHl(iitions to retain I}OS­

session of their gU.ns. l)ersons of tho se(·oJlfl ('las~ sidr(-,,· u, 
certain a.moun.t of IUlrdsldp. 'I'his 1utr(lshi pi, una,roi<i:.l.hle, 
and is suiIere{l e(1 ually l)y l\llrnltlllS and .I{ar ; ~ i j S. !,'en if ~ln.y 
Karens ]luve suffered so far asiskno\rll anti eas,'~ of sIH'(~it\l 
hardsllil) receive special cOIlsi<iel'atioll. 

IN th.e tclegrarn of tlu~ 7th J\'IH'il, f~xtra.t~ts [rOlll"'}!ie]l arf'~ 
eitecl belo\v, tIle 'l"iutes' corresliolJdent eontinHcsi.1is atlaeks 
on tIle action of Governnlcnt in. the Ina.tt(~r of clisarnla.lIlf'nt. 
To a considerable e"xtent tllis telcgr~tJn is tt reJ)etitio.n of for-nler 
charges ,,~11ich llave already been sho'\\'n to l)e Ullfolll1{ie<1. 

Before tIle various inaccllracies \tvl1iell th.is telep;rnm eontains 
are pointed OtIt, it is neCf~sSartY to eXI)l~lill that the wholH 
telegram con"\1'eJfs a Inistakell in.lI)1"essioll of the aetion, ftD.d 

policy of Government.U·PI>er and ]~o'\\'er ]lurn1a are COII­

fused. The circumstances of the t\\'o I>rovinces a.re cl'ltire­
ly dissimilar, and tlH:~ I)()licy of (]overlllllellt as .. set fortll i.n 
the disarmament rC8oluti()Jl is (iilferel1t ill the t\VO IJrovirlees. 
In Lower 11ltrma, "rllicll is In, a, state of cOI'nl)arative trun .... 
quillity, the resolution, "rllile orderiIlg a general but grad'ual 
disarmament, provides for tl~e reteIlti~)rl o~ " ... tllcir arlns l>y 
loyal members of the populatJon, eSI)eclally Kal'ens,. \~110 are 
placed in exceptioJlal I)ositioQs~ \V 110 can I>roteet tllemselves, 
who are willing to assist tIle Government, and WllO comply 
with regulations under ,,~llicll Oilly firearms eftn 1>8 I)ossessed 

. With safety. In. Upper Burma the state of affairs is d.itferent. 
, .": 
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· There are practically no Karens, and too short a time has 
elapsed since the annexation for Blny general feeling of loyalty 
to llave sprung ~I) aJnong the people. In the disturbed. 
districts tIle dacoits are villagers and tIle villa'gers dacoits. 
As a general rule arms which are possessed are possessed 
without any license, i.e., in contravention.not only of special 
rules, bllt of tIle orclinary la,v. 'ro a considerable extent the 
action taken in Upper Burma under the disarnla.ment resoIu­
ti~n Ilas been to ,yithdraw unlicensed '\rveapons and to control 
and systenlatize the administration of the arms law which 
had hitllerto been enforced as eae}l Deputy Commissioner 
pleased. In the llresent sta.te of Upper IJurma no system 
could l)e devised under Wllich firearms could safely lJe pos­
sessed by the peoplo generally. Experience lIas relJeatedly 
sllo,vn that tIle peOI)le cannot be truste(l wittl arms and tllat 
to arm villagers is c(}uivalent to arming dacoits. Disarma­
ment must Ilrecede tIle c8ta11lisllment of order. At tIle same 
time tllere are parts of tIle eountry suell as Yaw, whiell lIas 
not been l1rougllt un(ler direct admillistration, and tlle fron­
tier portions of outlying distriets lil{c I~llamo, ~Mya.daung, and 
tlle Uhindwill <listl·icts, in ,y]tiCll Government cannot afford 
the peollie comI)lcte protection from tllC rai(is of ""vild tribes 
and must suffer tllerl1 to retain tIle mcalns of protecting theln.­
selves. In tllese IJarts tIle possession of firearms is and "rill 
continue to be permitted. 'l'he necessity' for disarmament in 
U I) per Burma, exeept in frontier parts, bccornes every day'" 
clearer. Past experience justifies tIle policy. 'l'lle districts 
in "rlliell most attention ,vas paid to disarmament in 1886 
and 1887 were Py-inlnana, S11wcbo, and Ye-Il. P~yillmana, 
in particular, was cOlnpletely disarmed by Mr. Eales 
in 1887 and has sillee tIle11 beell one of tlle (luietest, if 
not the quietest, (listrict in U l)p(~r Burma. During 1886 it 
was the seat of cOlltinuous disorder. 'l'Ile Shwel)o and Ye-u 
districts llave also been tranquil in comparison witt! Minbu, 
Sagaing, Myingyan, and otller distriets ,,7here tlle work of 
dfsarmament has llot l)een tlloroughly earried out. A few in­
stances of. tIle evil resultR of allo"ring arnlS to be retained and 
of tlle beneficial results of (iisa.rmament may be quoted witll 
a<lvantage. On tIle 11th }-'ebruary 1888 the village of Pinwa 
in the Minbu district \\ra,s attacked l)yabout 50 dacoits armed 
with 30' guns. Tllis village possessed 20 guns \Vllich had 
been entrusted to tl1e thugyi in tlle llope that lle would be 
able to maintain order in the surrounding country. The vil­
lage was strongly stockaded and a broad space cleared all 
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round it. Yet the dacoits entel'ed the village at, aOOtlt 4 
o'clock in the afternoon ,,·ithout opposition, ;valke(l to the 
thugyi's house, burnt it do\vn, an(l carried off th~ 20 guns 
without doing furtller damag~. J n reportiltg tIle oeeUrl'~}ltjfl 
tIle Commissioner of tIle (iivision, .~:rl' . .fAt rl'otl(~he, ~lnarkMl : 

. " It would sep:ID tllat lTIuskets arti llo"rllf\rf" r(,~l)ly Mft'? ex(,ept 
" under a guard of military })oliee .. " 1\UOt h~r ease is tllat 
known as tIle Kokozu dac(Jitv '\l'}lieh oeetlrJ'{'(l in ~lareh 1888. 

t.-

In tllis dacoity seven 'YOmf'll \V('f(' lllUrdpr('d. 'J:h(\ h~rulnltln of 
the village llad cigllt gllllS. ]Ie l11tU}t' no r(lsi~t:\nfiP. ()n tIle 
approacllof the dacoits IIC 11id IdlllSP\f ill a h~dg(? \\"ith fOlll- fUt 

five gllllS all(1 remaine<l thpre ". hit,.. t Itt' ,rOlnPfl of llis fttmily 
"rere Inllr(lered l)f~for~ Ids pvps. 'I"lu a n~eps~i1 y for dh~:, rtna .... 

• • 
mcnt is SIlO" n l)y C"l)tain lla~tin~s' ol)('rntinllS ill tl}f' l)opt\ 
country. '!'lle Popa eoun try' luullollg l)(~(tu <list urlu-,(l and was 
infesteLl ,vitll ,vp]l.arlnC'(l g"allg-:~l Cnl)tniJl llnst in;.!·~ <llli(\tpd jt~ 
dl1rillg May IHH8 hy hUllting- (lo"'i1 tlH~ clneoit g-ang-s unli 1>y 
thorollghl~y (li&1Tnlillg' it. III for\rardiJ1~! (1nI)tain IIn.still?S· 
report Gplleral Stcdlnall* rPlnarke,l: "I n tlH' ~agning (lu~ .. 
" triet 15 lieenspcl g'llllS ha Vp lU'PH r('(·pntly t~l kplt frotH one of 
"Mr. CO!(luhoun's snlf-(lorellclill~ villagps. I tlduk ~\,(lry 
" frf's}} (~ase tpnds to ]1rOYt' t 11'1 t ('OIH J>lete rpl H o,t:\ 1 of firfaa rttls 
" is tIle only reaSf)}la 1)1(' anci J)o~,sil)Jp I)oli(~y." 

T('xt of Tell'!7 raJn dat(Jr/ llall[JooJl, til(' 'l.'lle first: st a teII1Pllt of fft(~t 
7th Apo'l 1R88. u,ltich appeared lit \\'lnell thIS tplf'grnm eon-
tJu~ '" '1' hnes." tains is illaeellr~1te. I t is llot 

· There can no long0r be any dnnl>t 
that the ChiefCoJ111UisRiouer, ill de('i(lill~ 
to disarnl Burn};t, hnR luade n, btllH:lntn­
LIe luistake. l\lr. Crosth Wa.l to decid(jd 
on the policy of diRarrnn,tuent in Ol'po­
r.;ition to the recolluneudation of lunllY 
of the InoRt ex pel'ienrt,d civil o111eers i tl 
Rurrua. Colonel Htl'e(jt, /'H>llior COIn­
nlisBioncr in ]~nrllHl, w 110 haR Slllee rt­
tired, pointed out in all ahle Juiunte 
the unfortuna.te cOllsequellcor; lil{cly to 
re~ult if the people vete dibarlileti. J n 
the preRent COIH.iitioll of the C()Ulltt'y 

Colonel Street and otLer eXp"l'H.!l}(·eu 
officers urged it would be iu) PO"'SiL lp 101' 
SOlne tilne to afford adequate protecti,)ll 
to the peasantry, especullly try. thos,: In 

I the rerlloteT districts~ aHd tuat <hsannlllg 
the- ll)yal classes would lE!lJtve thern at 
the m6rcy of dl~{oits, wh.) would fiud DO 
difii(nllty ill I>rocuring t .TIllS aud lUll­

mtlnition. 

• 
a ra{~t that tunny or tllC nloHt .. 
pxppri(\lH~t·(l elY]} otliePffo.l in 
]~urllu1 OPpos(-l(l thn Chief 
Conl111issioner's T)oliey in (~Oll. 
l1petion ,vith (iisarnlameJlt. 
'j'hc l"fi JI/,e8' eorrespon(lent 
h('re rOI)cats the Ntat('rnents 
\vhil~h he nlrule on tllis suh­
jPct in llis telegrarn ,vhiell 
a I>})pare<l iT} the 1.'illt(i8 of the 
:3()tll Janl1tiry. ()n I)ug~s 70 
to 77 it has l)ncn I)ointcd 
out tlmt the ()llly officer of 
v.~{'ig}.t an(i Ax}>cripnce """'ho 
OPI)ose(l tile gCI1Crql policy 
adoI)tC(l b)~ tIle Chief Com-
missioner ,,"as Colonel Strep,t. 

_---------------------------------------.----'.-... -.,-U------__ b~~ 
• The Inspector-General of Police .. 
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Colonel Street, though an 
estiimable offieer, was alto­
gether singular in the view 
which lie too]{ in tIle matter • 
of the aclministration of the 
arms law. lIe oIlpose(l tIle a.c­
tion of (}overnlnent not only 
in strictly enforcing meas"ures 
of disarmanl~Jlt, lJllt also in 
armiIlg ]{arens anti in. grant­
ing them special faeiljties for 
ohtail1ing arms and aU1IDIIIli­

tion, If his vie\\rs are ju{lge(l 
llY results it Illl1st l)e admittPfl 
tllat tl1ey are thorolllg'111y un.­
SOlln(l. 'J'ho actiol1 of GoverIl­
nlen till g tall f,ingt sI>eeial faei .. 
lities for possess irlg firearms to 
loyal Karel18 has he en, ·,·'ustifi .. .. . 
,eel l>y th.e a.ssistnnce ,,,ltie]l tIle 
I{arens llav'e giVCIl to theC;ov­
ernment dllrin.g the last t\\'O 

years in n1ailltainillg1 ol'(ler. 
'l'here is no rOOlll for (lOll bt 
tllat if'(iuring 188(3 unci 1887 
G overnmen t la-Hi refllsecl to 
reeo~nize and take adVttIltage 
of tIle loyalty of tlle }{:lrells, 
the dii"ficulties of restol'in.g' 
order ,,,QuId have beell enor­
mOllsly inereased. 'l'lle dis­
triet in '\Vlliell tIle I)oliey (1(1. 
voea.ted llv COIOI10l Street of 

. . 
arming YiJlag'ers freply lias 
beerl follo,yc<l to tlle fartllost 
lengtll has l)eenrJ~ha.rra\va(l(ly 'I 
an!} for thefil'st sjx lllouths 
of 1888 rl'llarra\\Ta<ldy district 
was the most distllrlJe(l ill 

Lower Burlna. rrhe rflslllt'of 
freely al~ming the ,rillag'el's 
was that six distinct gangs of 
daeoits, collected, and there 
"ras ,a large increase in crimes 
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rrho pl'et li('tl.uns It II. \'n tlnf(H'tlll) a u·l," 
proyed unly tll<) tnle. C!llllpln.illt1'\ Hl'H 

pouring' ]n fnnn a.1I sl{lm; HS tn tilt, 11)1· 

fortilluate result.;;., of tlil'\tU'lllfllllt.!Jlt. Th{~ 
htRt, ofih~ial Inlilelin (Ill (' PPt'T I ;\ll'IJl:t 

l'eport~ nlnnh~l'''; by (la('{:~;s (If In,\:tl 
thug-Vis. or vjlla,,~{' lH~H.dllH·II, ill ."~:\~~;Utt~, 
Yn,w: :\'iyillvyn.n, and t.llt, L.lw(:)· (·I,~I). 
d\vin (1istriet. In 0;1/1 e:l:-'(~ the wife Hlld 

daught,Hr of (Hie of t11('H' llllfurtnnatp 
men \vere 111ItSRU('l'Hd aL till' ;.;a.rne tinl(" 
'rhH If.anqoon Tilll('8, u. jill ll'1l1lJ widell 
HHB hitlwrtl) heflll n, Mtp;ldy ~11 pp rly}' pf 

~lr. Cro:.,t.llwaite'~ adltlillistl'ati·lll. hil'y~: 
in its issne of the i)rd ;\ prj j 11 n·fl 'l'l'lH'e 

to disa:rtUalUollt: .. 'l'h.· \\(Ir~t f('ar:-; n'· 
h gardi ng its etfeets on t 1, f' 11)ea I pt'" plo 
H of all raceR ~1re ht~in:..' realiZt1d and tlltt 

"end. is lIot yet. Then· ;Il'l' :d n·;t d v 
U indicn.tionfi tiw,t, nil tIel., of fJU' ()()vl'n;· 
•• ln~nt (hlt~ing the war }lit~ th,'(,11 'IInj'(~ 

"dis~)'8trous to flip ptt('ifieatl'lll of the 
~~ count}'y t.han th:s, ~nu' p~'rha!l:-; l.lll~ 
"disbanding of ThehHw'H tn)op,-, wit.li 
." arms ill th~ir hauuH.n 

of yiolenee.. ()l-rler <:m.lv l~ .. 
ft· 

~a 11 to l){~ rest,ored. lJY 01 
~, . 
rigorous (li~\rJllUlnent ()f all 
villil;ers (,)xl.~el)t those~ llrill­
ciJ)H11y Karens, \\tho Ilnve 
s ho,,·n t llPlllst-~1 V('S H,hlt~ 1111(1 

r(':.u1 \" l() (lef("ntl t.1.1Pnlsel ves 
" 

:\.11d. to assist thp <:.O\'Pl"llJneut. 
.\ (,.4"1'1 ".' (1 f) (. (')}' t··· (. . -.(. J:-o.... ,(,I." S. 

'J'11(." statenl()llt t.llat e()l.ll­

plaints :U'p~ (;JI., \\·p,·(~i.u the 
J it A gi n ni H g' ( ) r A.\ 1 )I' i I 18 H 8 ) 
]HHlring- ill 1"'0111 all sid('~isa'rl 
exn ~g-er~ti()n. .\ () (,~()IU plaints 
have IH~()n In:Hl(~ to t lu' (;hipf 
( .. .. I .-I,OU1Tll1Ss1011Pr ('X(-pp1. t lOSt·) to 
\rhi .. It rpfel·pn(~{~ ,r j 11 hp lna.d(·~. 
hert'after. and t 11(' ())"l Iv (~(Hll" 

• • 
plaints \\'hieh Ita '''fA a PIU'al"(--d 
in the loeal pa per:--; hH vpl)f'f'll 

vague g'PIH'r:d itip~.)f the), inti 
q uot(.~(l i It t he 'I ';' lites' \ ~urr(~­
spol}(lpnt~~ t(·J(~:l'raJn. :-50 far 
as is ],HO\rn the ,on Iy l,erso.ns 
\rho eOlHl'lain or tlH~ distlr-
111HJUent pol iey aru tl H'·. )\.rllP),,­

ieanHa ptist l\lissionaries of 
'l'Ollllgoo and ~)h\vpg·.virl, U,'11(l 

it is l)elieve<l that the artiele 
f 1'0111 \V h j ell the 'l'i,JJJI(JS' eorre .. 
s POlldf-l1t q uotes\\'as prOlIlI,t,. 
('(1 hy tllese rnissionaries. "\8 
,vas I)()inte(l out 011 J)ug(~ 88 
tlle Sh\vegyin a luI 'l'otlug'oo 
111issi())lari(~s ,,'ere nng'rv 'be ... 

I., . ' 

eause the ](arens \ver(~ to :t 
eertain exteJlt <lisarrned in, 
Sh \vegyin anel 'J:OU.llg'(,)O. ~.l'he 
eircumstallees aIid ext(~llt of 
tIle ciisarrllalllent have llcen 
e~pl.ained 011 I)u,ges 81 and 82, 
and it has l)een pointed out 
that if tlle K.urells \vho bave 
lJ~-cn clisarn-:ed complywitll 

12-
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tIle arms Iaw tiley ,viII not be 
permanently deprived of their 
arms. In rJ'oungoo disarma-
ment lIas been ealTie(1 out in 
eertaill parts orlly "\\'llere the 
arms rules were not eomplied 
"ritll. In Sh,regyin tile dis­
armament consisted princi-
Imlly in tlle withdra"\\Tal of 
tirearnlS from persons who 
l1eld n.o liccn.ses of any l{incl 
to possess theln. '11h.ey Jlacl 
l)cen 8ufferf'(1 to l~etaill them 
ill (iefiaIlee of tIle law during 
188() alul 1887 by the wea]\:-
11088 of tIle tben ])eputy COlli­

missioIler. "rl1en a strollg' 
Dep·uty (:orrllllissioner came 
to Sllweg'yin lle very rig}ltl~y 
insi~te(l 011 eonlI>liaIlce ,;vitIl 
tIle la,v. It is impossible to 
give "''tty to, the clanlour of 
tIle Sll"\\regyin and. TOllng'oo 
,missionaries", w ho are l>erfeet-
ly unreaSOllal)le in tllis Inat-
ter ... rl'llcre are Karens all(l 

Karel1s, u,n(l tIle fanatieisnl 
of III i ssi.onarie8\\~ llose il1.fl u-
enee rests to sorne extcllt, as 
IU1salready l)eell I)ointecl Ollt, 

on tlleir suecess ill Sllpplying 
tlleir flocks witll arms ancI 
anlmunition, cannot be ac­
cepted b~r Governnlent as a 
glli(ie of tlle I)olicy 'v llicll it 
~,11al1 I>ursuc. rl'lle Karell 
luissionaries of other }mrts of 
tIle province do llot sylnpa-
thize "\vitl1 the 'l'oungoo and 
Sllwegyin Inissionaries i n 
their endeavours to hamper 
.tIle administration. '1' h e 
·Chief C'ommissioner has been 
inpel'S\)~al communication 
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with the Re,'s. ~Den~"llfitlJd! 
Nicholls, and llushell, tlle 
heads of the A..mericall Karen 
nlissions in t.he l:lantllQ\\;'8(ldy, 

• 
Bassein, and 1'lu~ng\ra(lis. 
tricts, three (listriuts ()f .13 url113 

'v llie,h nrt~ Rl]lOn,g tile D10stJ 
'-. 

largely l)e()ple(i ,,'·it}. Karens .. 
'I'11ese ~ent It.:\'llu:~n reI)res{"tlt;t:~l 
t tl C·'" .,s' (.... •• 

,Olf~ .11U~i :om1111SS1011er 

enrl,v in ,,\ Tlril J" 888 ~lult ('c .... 
tain tlnirn})ortaut det:l1iJsof t,lle 
rul(:,s "'ere (list~lst~'\fH 1 to t1.1C 
Kal'(\llS u,lul thnvaske<l tJU.lt ai-

f 

tera tirH1S Dli g; ht he lllU(l.e. 13f~. 
in!'? flnxion,s to 111f"et t iln\vishps , . 

of t fh. 111ission:l ries so fnr u·s 
tlH~v ,rere rensonnl)lf', u.n(i, . . 
COllsidt~rin~ that tbf~ n.lt:er. 
n tio'llS prol}o~f~d b~T t It es (~ 
gPll tlenlHll ,\1(.)1'.' llll! il )j.~I.~tjOll­
:ll)lf\, the Cllif~t' C()J11.nlisslonf··lIr 
alt.f~red tlu' rllh'~ a~ lulV1St'flhv • 
tllf'nl. 'l'hr-y llClVfl expresserl 
thPJll~plye~ a~ qllit(~ Katisfh~d 
\,"ith the }·rtlp~ irl theirIH~(JI .. 
spnt ~lH1I)e. '.1"1 HI nn t.U,tt" ()j' 

tlae al1erat,ionk ll'lu(le is 81:.1te(1 
on pn ge 8 ·1·.1 t, lllUY fn rtJl()f 
lle 111entiolled tlUlt t ht~ Itotllutl 
C' tIl· .. · f' . a ! 1 0 .. 1 e 1111SSlonarlPS, o. 

"'horn tllel'e a .. -e n eonsidp11t-
1)1(~ I1UJrll)(·r ,vorking nrnong' 
the Karpl1s in IJurlna, have 
on'ere<l 110 ohjeetions to tJ.u~ 
I)oliey of (jovprnlIlent. ~il:rny 
of these gpntJpll1PIl ha.v(~ 'ren­
<lered ffH.leh aSs.istallef:! t 0 

CioVHrnment(lurillg the lust 
t,,-o years, tlH'Y have t,ll(~ in-

f· ~ 

terests of tlleir Karen fl()c.~ks 
qllite asmuela at IlPtU·t as the 

· ... 1 l\.merlean mlSSlonarlPS, allf 

there is no reason to l}(·lieve 
.. 
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that they would hesitate to 
bring to the notice of Gov·to? 
ernment any har~sllip wllicll 
they migllt consider the new 
arms rules inflicted on their 
congrega tions. 

After referring to certain occurrences which were re­
ported in tile official bulletin of tIle 2nd April, tIle corre­
spondent goes on to quote tIle Rangooll/ Ti1JleS, Ell local paper. 
'I'he statements wIliell tIle correspondent quotes 3Jnd endorses 
imply tlla~ effects disastrous to tlle pacification of tIle country 
wel'fe at the beginning of April already resulting' from the 
policy of Government, in other wor(ls tIlat tl1e condition of ' 
the eountry as regar.is crime was deteriorating. 'rhis was not 
tl1e case eitller in I~ower or Upper B"urma. 'l~lle conclition of 
I.Jo\ver llurma at tIle beginning of Al}ril was far more satis­
factory tllan its eonditiott a year I)l'c'Ti_ous~ 'l'Ile only (lis­
tricts in T.Jo"rcr 1311rma wIllell eOlll(l l)c called disturlJed were 
'!'harrawa<i(ly and 'I'll:1yptmyo, for tlle politieal (listutbances 
'''hiell occurrc(l in rl~avoy eou](l hardly lle a~cribed, even by 
tl1A T 1i1Jtes' correSpOl1(lent, to tIle (lisarmament policy of (lov­
ernnlent. In AI>ril 1887 not OIlly 'l'llurra\vaddy an(l 'llha_ 
)retnlyo, l)ut also llenza(la: llaRsein, a rul Sll,vegyin ,vere ill a 
stu.te of disor(lcr. 'f h esc tIlrce (listriuts, equally ,vi tIl tIle rest 
of tIle provillce, exclll(ling 'l'Ilarra\vud(ly arl(l 'l:'llay~tmyoJ 
were' tranquil in J:\llril18S8. It 111l1st not 1)e supposed th~t 
the improved condition of tl1e pro1Tlllce in April 1888 was 
due to tIle disarJllament poliey enuneiated in tIle resolution 
of January. Sufficiellt time had llot elapsed for the results 
of tIle orders issued in tlutt rflsolu.tion to 11ecome apparent. 
Gradually, llowcver, and, as time goes on, more au_d more dis­
tinctly llave tIle results of tIle orders lleeome apparent. Since 
the date of the corresponclent's telegram (7th AI>ril 18~8) up 
to tIle present time (N ovenlber 1888) tIle improvelnent in 
tIle condition of the country llas been ~very marked. Facts 
"h.'tve altogetller falsified the correspondent's prophecy of a 
fr\~sl} outl)llrst of disorder. 'rhe orders r&6arding disarmament 
which were issued in Jal1l1ary ]lave"l)cen .now very generally 
carried out. TIle result has been Sllccess beyond anticipation. 
In no district )vas tIle f'xecution of tIle orders attended by 
any disturlJances. On tIle contrary crime diminished in the 
province generally, and in districts whicll had been disturbed 
rapid progress was made towards tIle restoration of tranqlrillity. 
In the t,,~o dis.tricts, Tharrawaddy and Sagaing, which at the 

-
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beginning of 1888 were in open disorder, the good etTectsof 
disarmament have been most elearly ma,nifest. Saga,illg' has 
been reduced to almost complete trll,nquillitJ~ alld Tba,rraw·ad. 
dy, thoug]} still some\vhat disturl}ed, is in -a more satisfacw ' 

tory condition tllRI1 at any time (illring the Jo,st t,,~·oy{~al's. 
A.gnin, in Sh"\\icgyin tIle COtlrse of e,rCllts lIas fUJRitied ,in OJ 

most marked degree tIle IJl'o})11eeieR of the eorresponde,nt. 
As has been explaine(l ttl)ove the d j~a r,llUIU1Pllt polie~:r ,,'as 

carried out,vitil exceptiollnl'1'igonr in this distri(tt, ~;ret 110 

revival of cl'ime ,vas the reSlllt. l~(,t\\ (,(,4]1 ]~'t~hrlut.r\" aIle!. 
• 

April 1887 tIle nUlnl)er of erilnes . oj" \' io·}(.)nce eorn,nlittedill 
Wllicb flrearllls ,vere llsed ''''HS H~. 'J'hf\ Illlln he I' of suell 
crinles comnlitte(l het,Yeel1 lrplnollar.r a nel ~-\ l)ril ] ~S~ \rn.s six, 
an {I sinee tllat date th(~ di~.;triet lUtR IH'Pll.ulnlOSl enti),plv rrt~e ... 
fronl crillles of violellep. 

'l'}le al)s:ur(l.ity of tlH~ :leell.saiion~ of th(~ .Ito " (fOOIl '/ ';}1I('8 
.. t , 

is ShO"7Jl l)y the P()lllparisoll ,vlde). if, drtl\,"s lH.,t,,,~p.'n thn 
t:,ction, of (Jovprnlllellt j 11 \\'ithdra \\ing' nl'lJ1S fl·()fll tlu-' t ul'bu­
lent lJeoIlle of lJ I>I)er IJurrna and. the aetion of ~OlllP 1111 k non~ n 
lx.-'rsoll ,vIlo is allpged t.o lUl"(\ disballtipd '.I'IH'l)a,\~s trool)S 
'~vit}l arn18 ill. t.lipir hands.. 'rhe Ih'earn.lS \\'h it-II aI'€' no\r 'h~iHg 
,vithclra\\'n in Upper :Illlrnl:l nre to H, great extt-ld 1.irf):lrlns 
carried off 1))1" rl'lleha\r~s old tr()()p~. Itis 1'hp ltpi~~' htof ahsu,J.'­
(iitv to eondemn tll~ dishandllH'llt f,f (J'lH ,~lJa\\·s troops '''' 'it}l 
arms in tlleir llands a.n<l in the sanlP l)rpnth t.o eondelnn, the 
l\rithdra"yal of those arn]s. ~ 

"The Ilanqoon Timc..." in t.he f;ftlJ}( ,' 

article, uJtei· dwell ing Oll tho faet that 
disnrmrUHent len V(~S the loyal elllSS('~ H t 
t :;.lC Inercy of the dislnyal, JH:illt.s o~lt 
that the dacoit:s have no .Ilfhenlf.y }f) 

s :~lpplyiDg thclnseh'os \'~ith a,nBs ... 1 t 
snlYs: H Are not gun~ and a.l!lH'llUl?tlon 
U imported all alnng- tIle luw (){ the 
., Salween und dOV/ll f!V{HI to :\l{~rguj 'I 
"The I{arenni is };aid to ha vo abun· 
"dance of rnilitfll'y cap~ at V(H'Y low 
" prices, and as for g',ln powder, a) 11l(),Et 

"everyone knows how t~ ; lnal\e 1t. 
"The da.coit ht18 little (litiicnlty ~n oL­
" tainiu(J a.rms 1tpd l\Ulllluuition." n 

~rl,c statf'lllpnts (',it(~liU 

tl.l('rnarg'ill fpgurding- the 
faeilitv \l it}l \\' Jlie.Jl dat~(Jit8 .; 
01 )taill. arnlS and a nlUJllnit..ion 
:llT' )O")ot )'o)'n(' (yut l,y fa(~ts. 

So far asinforlIlation on tIle 
S 1t) >j I·e t j s a ,"u'j 1(11).1 e .i L n,p.l)(~1l11lS 
that arIllS are not freel\! .in]', • 
l)Ol't.(~d fron~l the Shall State~j 
an(l ]{arellni. If this\\'ere 
tIle ease, 1,1)(-.& disarinalll(~n, t of 
l)vinnlul1u, ,,"hiel, l)f)J·d(~rs on .. 
these terl",itorjps, c{)ulfi n·ot . 
}lave l)pe'n earried out; y~t 
I)yinnlana ,,"as ., disat·med

l

, a 
year an,d a b,alf ago and a t tlJ(~ 
I)rest~rlt time 1:larc11y any g. uns .. . .. 
are possessc(l in it, 'fhat 
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dacolts llave difficulty ill 

obtaining firearms is proved 
lJY the attacks made on police 
posts and 011 armed villages 
for tfle I)url)ose of obtain­
ing firea,rms. l' or is it a fact 
tl)at amm"unition is pu~ily pro­
(~urable. Da(~oits are drivpn 
to various (leviees for the 
purpose of ol)taining aml11l1-
nition. rl'l}f.~y 11t1VC hf·en fOllnd 

t 

to tlSe as eaps toy CUl)S of 
tIle kin(l sold 1vith tO~T J>is­
tols, alul to get glllllI)O\y(lp), 

l)y l)rpn](lng l11) erack(~rs a.nd 
otllor tjre\vorl\~. ~lost oftl1f' 
nrrllllllJlitioll \rh.ieh eomps in­
to llnrma ('omcs jll tlJI'OllgJl 

\. 

TIn-Il goon. No,,, tl1at tlln ;nl-
I)ortatiol1 of amlllllllition alld 
its sale l)v lieens('cl ·vendors .. 
llas l)eerl earpfully reg"ulatecl 
(i;leoits ure IHlt to g'reej t slLiJts 
to ol>taill nnlmun.ition~ 'rllern 
is distinet pvidpl1ee of tIllS in 
tlH.~ corresl)olldpl1e(~ eal)ture(l 
from the 'j'avoy rel)els ill tll(~ 

• 
early I)art of 18H8. 1]1 'l'avoy-, 
if 311,Y ,vllere, tlle l'el)('ls 
could lluve got ar1118 al1d aln-

l, 

munition frolll Siarn, P~I)(~ci-
ally as tll~ If\ftclel'R ea.nlP fr0111 

tllat COllntry. A sa rnattpr of 
fact thA~y l'e~orte(l to the A,j ig'. 
yatln,gll]aung' alld Nal)ul<'~ 1)0-

lice stations alJu to a}1pnrflnt­
ly rel"pectttl)le pfople in tIle 
district for arms, a l1Cl }Ju1'­
cllased th,p.ir alnmllnitioll 
froru the lieensed ,rendor in 
Tavoy. · 

It has been pointe(l out in a 
former part of this note tllat 
few Karens have been actual. 

It declares that Ule result of the poli­
cy of rlisnrlnament, which is alienating 
the loyal clas~es, is that the very ho~ 
of futul:e sucoessful gov&rDment in Bur-
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m& is beinR quenched. The ill-judged 
action of the local Government in de­
priving the loya.l Karens of their a.nne 
without even payiog the value of the 
weapons is universally condemned. In 
many ca.ses these Karens invested all 
their savings in the purcha.se of guns 
or mortgaged their little properties to 
raise money to procure firel.llrms. They 
purchased these weapons with th~ fl111 
a.cquiescence and knowledge of the Gov­
ernment. tAfter conspicuous and un­
swerving loyalty on the part of the 
Karens they have been dAprived of 
their guns witbout compensation and 
left to face <laoo.ts unarmed and to maet 
their creditors unassisted. 

1y deprived of their arms and 
tllat most of those ~rho llave 
been so dept;ved ,~ill 11e able 
to obtain licenses 3tnd recover 
I)ossession of tlleil' arms on 
complying witll the la w . 
Tllere are no Karens in Upper 
Btl rma. r!'}le following dis­
tricts in .Lo\ver 13urrnacontain 
a consideral)le Kflren popula­
t i 0 11, llamei)r, 'l'oungoo, 
811 \vegyin, IIenzada" 'l'}u)ng­
"ra, Bassein, Jlantlla waddy, 
Tllarl'aw:xldy, }~egu, and Am­
herst. 'rIle action Wllicll ha,d 
been taken in regard to tIle 
diSc'1rmamcnt of Karens in 
tIlese districts at the time of 
tIle correspondent's telogram 
was as follows. 'l'he action 
taken in t].'oung'oo aTui Shwe­
gyin llas alreafiy l)nen stated. 
~r]lC guns ,,-rjt]ulrawn f.ronl 
Karens in 'l'oung'oo were not 
finally con1iscated Ul1d the 
Kal'cns in 'l'olmgoo still"pos­
seS8 at least 2,()OO guns. 'fIle 
firearms witlldralwn in Shwe­
gyin were for tlle most part 
firearms w hiell the Kftrens 
possessed in contrc1vention of 
the ordinftry arms law and 
Wl1ich were purchased ifl 

many cases from d a C 0 its. 
'flley were ,certainly not 
purcllased witll tIle aC(luips­
cence and know ledge of Gov­
ernnlent. 'rhe Henzada dis­
trict autllorities reported that 
tIle number of guns possessed 
" at present," i.e., before the 
putting in force of the orders 
contained in tIle disarmament 
resolution, was 887. They 
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pro po sed to reduee t.lle 
number of gllns suffersd to 
be possessed to r,:/8. Of tllese 
475 will remain in the pos­
session of Karens, ~o in the 
1181Ilds of J3urmans, 23 ill 
the bands of otller races. 'l'llc 
DeI)uty COIU111issioner of tl1is 
district reported tllat not a 
single g'un was withdrawn 
from Karens dllrillg' tlH~ tl1rpe 
mOlltlu-; I)rec~ding A pril 1~8H 
in execution of tIle orclers 
about (iisarnlament, 'l~he fol. 
lowing remarks matle by 111l'1 
in a letter datecl tlle 24tl1 
MarcIl SllOW8 tl1at the Ioeal 
autl]orities reeognize tIle ne­
cessity of treating loyal Ka­
rens witIl consi(icration and 
exposes the falseness of tIle as­
sertion tllat Karens are being 
generally deIlrived of arms 
Wllich tIley purchased witll 
the alJpro,Tal of Govern­
ment .:-

" I might llave been al)le 
to recommend a latager witll­
drawal but for tlle fact t.llUt 
out of tllese 578 guns nearly 
200 were purchased at tllcir 
own cost by tIle I{arcns of 
Okpo and f.Kanaung' town­
ships under }'atller Brin­
gaud * in 1887, lln(ler tIle 
sa 11 c t ion of Government 
and helped muell to l)ring 
that part of tIle country to 
order, and it would seem 'Ull­

gracious on our part, I tllink, 
to now at once withdraw 
them unless we ga ve them 
compe:nsation; and, furlher, 
.... • PO 

• A Boman Catholic missional'Y. 
H t , ) t 
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as tlleyhR've alllTays l)efll on 
our side and have always re­
sisted dacoits, it would seem 
unnecessary ·to wit h d raw 
them. 'l'he rest of the guns 
retained on the list are nearly 
ali Karen villagers or Karell 
levies, and tIle same remarks 
a,pply 1,0 tllem ;, they are, I 
tllink, a, source of stl"engtl1 ..... 

and not weakness as tIley do 
not readilv assort 'vith. the 

'" 13l1l\man . " 
In tl1e3.'116ng,va distriet it 

was propose(l to recluee tlle 
nUlnl)er of guns allo\ved to 
lJe possessed from 882 to 578. 
Of these 578 al)out t"ro-tllirds 
,vill be I)ossesse(i hyChristian 
]{arens of tried Jovalt~r. 

f., • 

Seventy-tllree gu J1 8 ,vel- e 
"\\ritlldrawn from :Karens in 
tllis district (luring the three 
mont118 prect~ling Apri11888. 
Of t11ese 51\rere voluntaril\r ., 
811rrPTI(lered by their owners, 
22 ,v ere \vitlldra,vn l)ecause 
tlley were possessed '\vitl1out 
1· .. t t-. lcenses, ~.e., In con raven lOll 

of tIle ordinary arms la,v. 
In the BasseiIl distriet a 

nu,mber of arms ,\\Tere temllO­
ra,rily \\r i t ]1 d raw n fro In 
Karens pending tlle issue of 
new licenses. N 0 firearms 
will be permunently wittl­
drawn. from Karens who a­
bide by tIle conditions im411 
posed in the ne'w licenses. 
TIle Deputy Commissioner is 
working in tllis rna t te r 
througll tlle American mis­
sionaries, who approve 11 is 
action. 

18 
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- In the Hanthawaddy dis­
trict no arms were per­
manently withd~wn from 
Karens. 'l'lle Depllty Com-
•• •• • 

mlS810ner IS In communlca-
tion with the American mis­
sionaries of the district WllO 

are furnislling llim witll lists 
of tIle villages ,vllich they 
,vish to see armefl. The re­
eommendations of the mis­
sionaries 'viII, as a general 
rule, l>e followed. 

In tlle 'l'harra"radcly (lis­
trict 36 gunR "\\7crc ,vitIl­
dra,vn from Karen~. Of tlle~e 
29 were possp,sRed ill villages 
in "Vllioll t}l(~ new rules ,verc 
not complied witl\. If th~ ',Til. 
lagers comply ","ith tlH.a rule~, 
tIle guns "rill be retllr11etl to 
tllem. 

In the Pegu distriet only 
six guns were vv-it11clra "~n 
from Knrens. TIley were 
witllurawn because the con­
ditions of tlle new rules llad 
l'lot l)een eomplicd. ,vith l)y 
the o'\\~ners. 

In tIle Amherst district 
action under tIle disarmament 
t:eso1ution had in April 1888 
been taken in tIle Thaton sub­
division only. 'l'11C Deputy 
Commissioner reported tllat 
the Christian Karens in tllis 
Sllbclivision llad not been de­
prived of their arms and that 
heathen Karens had been 
disarmed only to suell an ex­
tent as' tIle rules rendered 
necessary. 

The, foregoing statement of 
facts is sllfficient to show 
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TeJJt of Tele.q1'am which appeared in the 
u Tin~e8" of 23rd April 1888. 

THE present condition of the l\for' 
Valley, in Upper Burmn, Rft'ordH a good 
illustration of the evils of the disftnl1u,­
ment policy now being enforced, and 
shows the impossihility of rallying the 
peasantry to Bri tish rule while Hucb n, 
sYAtem is maintained, r:rlleHe distrietA, 
which are alnong tho richeHt in Uppnr 
l~urma, are practically ruled by Ottn "la, 
formerly Boh-Shway'8 chief Lieutenant, 
Ottawa is no oldinal'V dacoit chief. , 
'1'he local anthorities in hi~ di,.,trlct 
have to contend not with rohl,er gangA, 
but "rith far-reaching and ell.,bol'u.tely­
planned political organizu,tioll.-· OttaWI1 
llOW styles himself lHillgee, or Chief 
Minister. He claims to hase received' 
tIllS title fronl the Shwaygyobin Prince, 
one of the Alonlpra pretenuorH. The 
country cOlnprisiug the MOll Valley HInd 
adjoiniug districts it~ divided bet,veen 
Ottawa and his Lieutenants. 'rhe vil­
lagers have to pay taxeH, fot' which 
they are regularly assessed, and are 
bound to comply with the requisitionH 
for food. If the villagers do this, they 
are protected from dacoits and '10 
stranger is allowe{l either to dacoit ot. 
levy taxes. Our police statiOlltl are oc­
casionally attacked, hut as a rule, Otta­
wa's action is confined t~ punishing 
those Burmese who actively assist us, 
give us information, or act as Yillage 
headmen. Death is the inveJriable pen­
alty for any of these acts or for any 
disobedience to Ottawa ~s ortlers. The 
villages are surrounded at night and 
men who have offended taken out and 
ldUed. Auy stray Natives of India are 

the incorrectness of the as­
sertion that the Karells or 
Burma 'Ilav~ been generally 
deprived, wttllout compensa­
tion, of arms procured by 
tfl1cm "ritl! the kno\\'ledge and 
acqtliescence of Government. 
N otlling furtiler need be said 
to ~xpose tllf\ al)~ul'dity of tile 
stateln{lnt tlu.lt tlle aotion of 
Go'vernlllent has left tlle 
Kurclls '" to face (laeoits un­
" arllled tlIHl 111eet tl1('ir credi .. 
.. , tors ullassistfld." 

Ir{ the ~lpgram citp(l in 
tIle Inal'gin tIle eorr~SI)Orl(lellt 
giveH an aUCOllnt of t.ht~ Mon 
'vallpy' an(i sngtgcst.s that it~ 
con(lition is (lue to tIle dis­
armament of thp }lea&'lntr,v l)y 
tJle l)resent (~ltief COlnrllis­
sioner. 'J'he aeeOllnt of the 
state of tIlt' vallt,\y \vas at tlle 
time ,vllCIt it "ras l)lll)lisJlerl 
ill the ma III eorrect, n nfl ,\rn,s 

in fact f urnls1j(~~d t.o tIle eorr(~ ... 
spon(lent l)y Mr. La 'J'ouelle 
hinlsclf. 'J'lle eorrcsI)ondeJlt 
sent Mr. l~a ~r()nche an extraet 
froln a letter "" llicll lIe J1a(1 
receivecl from a military ofn-

t.. 

cer, Wllic}l contained a totally 
inaccurate aceount of t Il e 
matter. ~ro pre,ren.t tl1e corre­
spondent from I)uhlislling tlLis 
account Mr. La'l'ouche gave 
him a true account. 

The telegram was sellt to 
Mr. La Touclle for comment, 
and llis remarks ar~ as fol. 
lows :-

"In the 
April 1888 

Times 'of 23rd 
there appears a 
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telegram from the Rangoon 
correspondent, in' whicll the 
condition of the Mon Valley 
is cited as an illustration of 
the ev"ils of tIle disarmament 
policy now being enforced in 
"Upper Burma. 

" The illustration is an lln­
fortunate onc. No licellses 
to possess arlTIS lla vc eve r 
been given in tl1e Mon Valley, 
and (~OllSe(lupntly none have 
been withdra\\!11 under t 11 e 
or(iers of Janlll1rV 1888. 'l'he 

&I 

aCC011nt of tIle vallpy given 
by tIle correS})Olldent SllOWS 

tllat it would be madness to 
attel11pt to arm tlle pOI)ulation 
of th~\ valley. 

" Oktarna carne into notice 
in }'ebruary 1886, when he 
attalcl{cd an<I burnt tIle to"TD 
of Sagu. Mr. Plla~"'re, tIle 
Del)uty Commission£lr, llur­
ried up from Minhla and 
found tllat practically all tIle 
inhabitants of th~ Mt.nl Valley 
11ad joil1ed ,vith Oktttlna. In 
1311rmesc times they lUlU bpPl1 

know~n as turbulent an(I djs­
affected. 

"}"our tllUgy'is 'v 110 llatl 
taken part bl Olitama's in­
sUl"rection were condemned to 
d~3tll ; &11 guns found in the 
villages were seized; S 0 m e 
1100 n1.uskets I believe were 
eonfiscated. It was felt tllat 
every village gun was a gun 
at the service of the insur­
gents. Since that time every 
g un found has been confis­
cated. 4.bout 200 guns have 
peen sei~ since the ~in-

dealt with in the Sillne Inanner. Four 
~~pOyB were captuloed som~ tiwe BgO 
and hroJ.:t(Jut befol'~ Ottawa, hImself, who 
OrddrQU them to be irum~dia,tely exe­
cntftL 

11he pursuit of Ottawa baa been per-
81stently Inaintallled. 'fhe country is, 
however, vory difficult-a long narrow 
valley, with ruilet; of v/ild jungle on 
each Bide. Ottawa and his bodyguard 
live in the jungle, constantly shifting 
their camp. Ottawa ta.kes extraordinary 
I>recautiollS H,lld iA said never to sleep in 
bis cawp. Accompanied by one or two 
attendants he relnains about a quarter of 
a mile awtty. It is all absolute illlpOS­
f;ibility to aft'ora thorough police protec­
tion to villt1gers in the district. To do 
f30 it woulu he necessary to place mili· 
tary ox police guard in every village. 
'£his would illvol vo incren,sillg our force 
in th~ district fo;lXfold. as the viHages 
are r!gorouf,ly disarnled the htrg~st. vil­
lages are at the lucrcy of a party 01 
half-a-dozel\ dacoits who alTive with 
gUllS. Little surpriBe can he felt that 
uudor such circumstances it is fOU11d 
illlpossil)le to get the peaRuntry to give 
infoflDatioll, and that the villager6\ 
sti~ud aloof from the British. Th~y 
have to c}Joose between certain death at 
the hands of the dac()its--':'as the whole 
villugH populatiun bn:ve been disarl.IJed 
and left without llleans of' resistance­
or of incurring the censnre of 0 11 r 
anthol'itieH. '1'he result i~ not doubt· 
fut rrhe civil u,dJniuistratioll of the 
~1on tliviRiol1 has been under the con­
trol of Mr. La Touche aH CommIssioner. 
.1\1 r. Lu, 'rouc-he, 'who cnlue to liunoa 
f'l'C)lU the North-West Proviuces with III 

high r(~putation, lut8 under exceptionally 
dltlicult cirCtUllotallC{~13 shown ability in 
adUliuistering the most difficult distriot 
in U ppfr 1:1urrua. 
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Ding of the cold weathe~ 
operations. 

" In other parts of the Min­
bu district the principle of 
arming loyal headmen has 
l1cen tried. Maung Ya Byi, a 
Cllin Cllier in the north of the 
tlistrict, has 110,,1 50 guns and 
holds ilis o,,·n. 'fhe Myook's 
retaiufirs are all arnled. But 
it is not every· one, even loyal 
men, 'v 110 call l)c trusted witht 
g'uns, and that as lnuch for 
llis own sake as for tIle sake 
of tile peace of tIle country, 
Guns are now scarce amonc)' o 
tIle dacoits, and to l)e kno\lvn 
to 1)ossess gUlls is to invite 
attack. On tJIP Mag'\re side 
of tIle river a Joyal tl1Ug'yi was 
clltrustcd "\\ritll 2() guns. lIe 
was 11el)11e,Y of tlie M yO()k, 
an<l a 1)I)urel1tl,v a man w 110 

could be truste(l. .1. gang of 
dacoits "Talked illtO Ius village 
at !l o'clock in tIle afterij.oon, 
lJurnt llis 110USC, and carried 
off llis guns. lIe 11imself 
narrowly escaped. Had lie 
not llad guns, he ,,'ould not 
llave been attscked. 'l'lle sole 
object of tIle dacoits ,vas to 
get the guns. As it was Gov­
ernment served out 20 guns 
to arm tIle dacoit gangs. 

"The instances are ex. 
tremely rare in wllich vil­
lages \\t llicll I)ossess licensed 
guns have used them for self .. 
defence. As a rule such 
guns are kept buriecJ. or hid. 
den lest tlley should be stolen 
and are never available when 

\ ( 

,,'anted. A B~ villageJ.' 
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has no strong-room in which 
he can lock up his gun. The 
people a·re incurttbly careless 
in keeping watCh, and it is 
extremely difficult to ge-t 
them to unite in defence. 

" Y et another instance re­
cently occurred on tIle Mag­
we side in which a gang of 
13 dacoits ,,7as followed up by 
t1le villagers wllom they llad 
attacked and the wllole gang 
killed. 'rIle villagers were 
armed with tIle coun~ry swords 
of "rhieh tlley llave nowhere 
been deI)riv"ecl. 'l'lley were 
led, I lJclieve, IJY a rival Bo ; 
but tIle case 8110""8 tIlat if 
villag'ers wisll to resist tlley 
can do so, or at any rate tlley 
can follow and cut off the 
dacoits, or folIo,," up tIle 
traek alid give infornlatiol1 to 
the police wIlen a IJarty "rill 
at once go out to llelp ~hcm, 

" It may of course be ar­
gued tllat the pro per course 
"on annexation ,vas to arm 
every village ant\ ll1ake it re­
sponsible that no dacoit g"angs 
existed witllill· its bounds. 
But between tllis and com­
plete disarmament I for one 
can see no intermediate course 
in a country like tIle Mon 
Valley, dominatecl as the cor­
respondent explains by 6 kta­
mae 

" A dacoit who was llecent­
ly captured stated in llis con­
fession that a large village last 
ff!JJil sent to Oktama, who was 
In the jungle close by, to 
know. whether they had his 
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permission to . supply grass' 
and grain for the ponies of~; , 

~::~ :~h: ~~~:.ad &k:' 
tama gave per-mission. There 
can be no doubt that in the 
case of the four sepoys men­
tione<l by tIle correspondent, 
tIle villae-ers sent wOl'(l totlle 

l ..... 

dacoits that the sepoys had 
come to tIle villa,ge. TIl ere 
\\l'as no legal evi(ience of this 
bo\\rcver. 'l'he boy \\1'}10 made .' tIle statement ill tlle first in-
stance after"rards retracte(l it. 

H To arm, a population tllUS 

in sympath~r witl} tIle enemies 
of ordel~ ,votll(l be Illadness. 
E,ren lovalllea(imell eould not 
be allo~ed to keel) guns. Ok .. 
tam-a could. a!\\rays bring an 

, . I . ., 

overpoweri.ng force against a 
villag'e. A tllUgyi armed 
",Tith fi~e or ten guns could 
n.ot resist. TIle g-uns would 
certainly fall a prey to tile 
insurgents. IAlst October 
t11ere was :more tllan one ease 
in whicll J~urman police l}ostti 
\vere attacked with tIle sole 

" olJject of getting gu.ns and 
oceasionally ,vittI success." 

It tllUS appears that ·· Mr. 
La Touclle, "1110, as Mr. Moy­
lan u,dmits, lias sllown. ability 
in admi.nistering the (listrict, 
and who lias an intimate ac­
quaintance "rith it, is a tho- . 
rough suppo~r of the policy 
of disarmament; and. also that 
this policy was enforced long 
before tl1epresent Chie~Com- . 
missioner took . offioe. . ' 
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IN t~e telegrams quoted in 
tile margin tIle Rangoon cor· .. 
respondent of . tIle Tilnes 
refers to a resolution on dis­
armament Wllicll "ras issued 
last June. 'l'}le eorrespolldent 
gives it to be UT1(lerstood tllat 
l)efore the issue of tIle reso­
lution rigicl and uniform dis. 
armame.nt llad be{;)n enjoined 
on Goyprnmpnt officers, that 
tIle ResolutioTl inallguratell 
a ellaIlge of poliey l)y {lirf'et­
ing tllat llurruan UI}Jl Karell 
villagers 'wl1ose loyalty ,va8 
ascertainp(l s110uld l)f~ I>ernlit­
ted to retaill tllOi r artlls, and 
tl1at this (~hange of poliey "vas 
due to instruetions of the 
G 0 v ern In e n tor I tulia. 
N one of these statemellts antI 
suggestions Ila ve nlly fourl­
dutiol1 ill fact. As 1U18 l)een 
pointed out in fOrlJlfar I>arts of 
tllis note the poliey of disar­
mament set for tIl in tIle reso­
lution of .T allltary was ll0t Olle 

of rigicl arld uniforu1 (lisar­
mamcllt. '1'110 rC~.,ollltion dis­
tinctly laid dO\Vll that dis­
armamc11t was not to 1)0 IHlt 
in force in l)order traets to 
Wllicll GO\lernment ,vas llll­
able to afford adeqllnte pro­
tection, or ill parts of tIle COlIn­
try in ,vhiell a loyal pOplllation 
CGllld be foun(l ready and 
willing to assist tIle Govern­
ment against disturbers of the 
peace. TIle second stateJnent 
of the correSpOll(ient, that tIle 
resolution of tlle 2nd tJune in­
troduced a cl1ange of policv, 
is also incorrect. The resolu-

Te~t of Telegram dated Rangoon, 19th 
,T'I.tne 1888, 'which appeared in the 
H Tirt~e8" of the 20th June .1888. 
'l'HE Chief Commissioner has issued 

It minute materially nlodi(yiug the dis­
H,rIllarnent policy and doing away with 
the lllore ohjectionable features of it so 
frequently rtfel'red to in my re~ent tele­
gruIUA. 

" Tin1P8" of 2fji h Jltne 1888. 

Ilangooll, 24th Jl.lne 1888. 

AA already annonnced the Chief Com­
loiRHionor by a minute ruhlishec1 in the 
laHt Gazette has materially lllodified 
the djRHl'lnanH'ut POli0Y and reuloved 
its 11l0Fit ohjectionable t(Jatures. Hence .. 
fOf\vanl (liRu.rl11alJl(~nt \-vill be lleither 
rigi(lly 1101' llllifol'uliy ellforc,~d, and the 
KareUR und 13ul'lllan villagers \V11088 
loyalty id lLRcertailu:d will be allowed to 
retain thei" an.uR. :.vIuch whlf-f powers 
are given to the J >iRtl'ict 0 Hi ee.(tA in the 
111flttfll' ()f grallting liC0nsefj \0 carry 
!lrnlH to perH(}llR residing in their <lis­
tricts. ThiR Cha.llgO 'Jf policy iH lH~lieved 
Lo be (lne to in~tructiollS sent ly the 
(loV('rUlnont (If India. It sig1.J.ally 
yilldieatoR the WiSUOlll of the upinion 
1 ecol'<hld by CoIClDp) btreet, late senior 
COllUlliRR101l('r in Burma, in opposition 
tn the polic'y of univerRuJ disarnlalDPut 
,,,,heu it waH first propoHed. 
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tion 'Y~published. for'the pur­
pose of reiterating the orders 
of ,January and of circulating 
t.Ile ne,," forms of arms Ii. 
censeswbiell Dlerelygave legal 
effect to the orclers of J'anuary. 
'l~11ese l1e\V forms of arms 
licensp,s elnl)odiefl, 'with sligbt 
alterations, tIle rules apIJelld. 
eel to the resollltion of tlanu. 
ary. 'l'lle alterutions' were 
macie ea,rly in .t\pril at the 

, re(lllest of eertain, l(nrell nlis-
· · . 'I'}· t · SIOIUlrles! leI r na lIre 18 ex-

l)lained at pag'e 8r:t of tllis 
I>am}Jhlet. 'l'he~r,yere pra,cti. 
eallv a eoncession to the 

f) 

prejlldiees of tIle ](arclls 11nd 
'~'"ere IIla(ie Ollt of eonsi(lel'a.­
tion for th(~ goocl serviees , . 
,v'll.iel1 the ]Carplls lla(l ren<ler • 

.ed in Lo\\rer J3 urlna rlliring 
tlle two }) rev i 0 u s y (~ a r s'. 
'!'}lese al teratiollS (leal t wi tIl 
Inatters of <letail anti n:u:tde 
no changp ill th.e general·!)oli. 
ey of {lisarmttlllent. It is 
perllaps to them tlutt tIle eOf­

responclellt refers \\,llen l!e 
states tl1at tllere bas been fl, . 

cllangte of policy. Jtt the tiule 
,~rllen lIe made this stutelnent 
the corresI)ondent ,"ras D.O 

doul)t aware tllat tIle II10(lifl. 
cations of (letail ,vllicll ll.e (lig­
nified 'with the title ufcllange 
of l)olicy 11u'(11)eell made more 
than two montlls 'before he 
despatched 111.8 tel e g ram. 
lIe must have been eqllaIly 
a,,~are tlmt tIle resolution of 
.. June did not cllallge tIle policy 
of. disarmamentenunciate(i 
in January, but insisted on 

14 
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its enforcement. TIle third 
paragraph of the resolution 
of the 2nd tTune quote~ at 
length that portion of tIle 
resolutioll of ,January (quoted 
on pages 07 to 69) "rllicll 
lays dovin that persons "rllose 
loyalty is ascertained are not 
to be di~armed. Yet, "\vitll tlle 
resolution of June before 
him, th.e correspondent stat~cl 
that "llenceforward (iiRa.r .. 
"mament ,viII be npitller 
" rigidlynor uniformly earric(l 
" out," a statement 'Vllich 'va~ 
equivalent to the assertiOJl 
tllat l)efore ;Jllne disarmament 
lInd l)een uniformly ancI rigjel­
Iv carried out. 'l'he tllird 
" statemcIlt of tllC eorrpsponcl. 

ent, that tIle so-cal1~d change 
of policy ,ras due to instrltc·. 
tions from. tIle Goverrlment 
of India, is a pllre fa11ricatioll. 

It is not tllfficlllt to divine tIle 1110tives Wllicll induced 
tIle (;orre~pondent to send tIle two t,plegrams (illoted al)ov~. 
lIis fOl·lner t~lpgrams lia(l plae~(l 11inl ill an n" rk,,,ard position. 
~He ha.d bpgllll in }/l"arell an(l llad eOlltinued in April a vio­
lent attaek 011 the (lisarrrlunlerlt l)olicy of Goverllnlent. He 
l>egan lJY asserting tllat Go,Tprllment llau ordered a IJracti. 
eally universal (lisarrnam()nt, IIC ",'ent on to connect any 
nll1rders or. (la(~oities ,yhich llappenecl ill ,7arioHS parts of the 
countl'y with tIle action of Governmc:nt in connection with 
(lisarmanlent, and lle propllesied disaster as a result of that 
action. WIlen llis progllostications were falsified by facts, 
"\vh(ln it became evident that the proeess·of llacification which 
1138 been going on steadily for tIle last year and a llalf had 
suffered no clleck, tIle eorrespondent found himself in the 
position of a false prophet. '1'0 extricate 11imself he created 
a cllange of policy out of llis own imagination as the best 
means of retreating fl'om an untenable position. 

'rlle manner in "rhiell he made use of tIle Karens illus­
trates the disingenuousness of the correspondent's attacks. 
In his telegrams of March and April the points on which he 
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insisted most strongly ,,"ere, first, tIle un\yisdom of disarming 
the Karens; and, seeond, 'tIle evil consequences of di8Rrula­
ment as sllo,"rn by tlH~ alleged recrudpsc~nce ~f disorder in U p­
per Burma. 'l'he inference ,,~llicJl llis telegrams sllggested. ,\\r3S 

that the disarmament of tIle Karens ,,~atS one of tlle principal 
causes of disorder in lTpper Rllrnla.. lIe careflll1y· suppress­
ed the notorious fact that tllere are 110 Karens in IJpl>er 
Burma and that tIle disarmanlpnt of every ]{aren in exist-

t 

ence would llave no effect W}latpver 011 1} }){JPl' 13tlrmu,. '1'118 
fact is that the disarmanlent })oliey' ellUll(~iat.e(l in ,Jal1ullry llas 
been a complete success. 'l'}lc ,\'ork 11ns l)c('n earrie<l on 
vigorously in Upper Bllrrna :111<1 ','"ith pxeellellt re~ult~. Even 
if tllere were groundR--an(l tllere are llot--for t ltPutillg* IJower 
Burma differently, except in details, frOB} l J }>l}pr l~urllla, sueh 
a COUfie would IJe im})ossi11Ie. "Tith {} })})er Jllll'llHt disa \-111-
ed Lower Burma, mllst l)e disarlUC(l too: othpr\\rise fir('arlns 
would be import~l in large q nantities frOl11 the lo\\'er to tllP 
upper province. After tIle eXl)eltiPllep of re(~~lIt years it \",oul<i 
lJe madness to arm UIJper Bllrula Olt to If'tlVf' rflOr{l arms ill 
Lower Burma tllan can l)e llPI})(-lcl. '1'h~ risillg'S in ~ravo,v, 
Akyal), and 'l'harra\vaddy SIlO"'" tlH~ folly of arlnill!; tIle l){:loplt~. 
Tlle follo\ving extraet froln a letter from tlH~ l)el)uty (~()lll'" 
missioner, Tavoy, 'vrittcn ill Allg'll~t 188t-;, SllO\VS \V1Hlt llse 
was made of guns possessed b~T 'vill~1gcrs ill 'favoy (luring' the 
disttlrbances wllicll too]( l)laet~ j n tIle earl,v sort of thp ypar. 
" I would not advocate tIle arll1ing of DllV I3nrnulll vitlagps . ~ ~ 

,,- here in future. M.any lU1,re S]lOV{ll themselves disloyal and 
"there has been no case of arnlod resistanee to (lacoits or fohels 
" where tlle villagers were arll1ed. 011 tile contraJ'Y tIle SllUIl 

" Mintlla had no difficulty in colleeting arms in tIle Nortl1crn 
"Township. Many of tlle lieenscll glln-holders joiJle(l llis 
" ranks and a list of ' weapons presente(l to llis lIigl1ness, ' tho 
" accuracy of Wllicll llas sinee beell proved, \vas founcl 011 tll(~ 
"dead body of a Bo killed at Dauklauk OIl tl1e 31'(1 MaJr." 
Tharrawaddy also teachAs a useful Jesson. It was· in 
this district that Colonel Street put in ])ractice during 18~7 
his theories as to the advisability of arming J311rmans. • L 

The condition of Tllarrawaddy during tIle first lmlf of 1888 
can hardly be said to "vindicate," as tIle 1"inles' correslJon. 
dent puts it, " tIle wisdom of the opinion recor{ied by Colonel 
Street." As has been pointed out l)efore, arms are- not us~d 
ami are not required in Burma for self.defence. People like 
to possess them as a luxury, either because tllCy wisll to shoot 
game with tllem or because they cont;ider tllat the possession 
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of firearms eonfers a distinction on thelu. Firearms are 
never kept with care and are genArally lent witllout scruple . 
.its a genernl ruI? J?eople Wll0 'bave arms are deprivpd of t~e~ 
sooner or later by 111su.rgent ga'ngs. In many cases they JOIn 
tIle gangs, l)ring'ing tlleir arms wit}1 tllem. Often they lend 
tlleir g'UI1S or let tllem Ollt on hire to professed daeoits. With 
tIle e(nlntr~T disarmed large gangs of armed men are impossible. 
All evicieIlee S}lOWS tllat dacoits as a rule llave nothing but old 
arms an.d that there is no influx of new arms either from Siam 
or elsewhere. 

I t is a faet tllat tll,ere llas 
lH~flIl a gtreat improvement in 
the state of U PI)er 1311rnla 
during tlle last si~ m011tllS. 

l._ 

rl~ llis is I)artl ~V (1 ne to tIle lJc-
ginnin.gl of tlH~ rains, l)llt 1)1'i11-
eiI)nllv to the eareflll P, xeell-

• f, f' t ) 1 ~ I" tlOll o· - " Ie ore erR rcgarclng 
(iisarlllunlerlt ,vIlieh, '\vere is­
sllecl ill .J alruarv. ~l'lle nUll1-.' hrr of firearm.s pO'5sessccl i]l 

tJle 'vuI'ions districts in ·U I)l)er 
13l11'ma lUiS IiO'V 'been re(illee<l 
to a reaSOIUll)lc anlO-UJlt. fl']le 
resl.llt is that <lacoits are IiO 

longer al)le to l)rOellre arms l))T 
attae]\lJlg villa,g·es. Almost 
~verv sllceessflll uttac]{ on a ,.' 
claeoit l)and 111eans tllat tlle 
1111ll11)er of firearn18 in tllC 
I)ossessioll of t lIe e r i III i 11 a 1 
classes is tlinlillislled, ancl as 
the forlner SOllree of sU.J)ply 
lias l)een cut off g'angs are 110W 

fU1" Jess nunlerOllS and less for­
filidablv armed tllan tllev "vere 

. t, t/ 

a year or six montlls ago. It 
is no' v nine nlontlls since tIle 
policy of (iisarmanlent begall 
to be FlIt in force on an uni. 
form . prineiple througllout 
Burma. TIle success of tIle 

. 'policy;.. llRS been established 

" Ti'lnes " of 13th A'ugust 1888. 

Dated Ranf;'oon, A'.~gu8t 11 th, 1888. 
Thn oflicinl bu1l8tin last. j;~8ued on the 

condition ofU pper Burrna is 80111ew hat 
favourable. Several petty affftirs be­
tween the police and dacoits are re­
ported. In ~t'Ialldalay town eight dn,­
eoits, who had assailed a house in the 
outHkil'ts, were attacked by the police, 
ODE, of thenl boing killed n,nd three cap~ 
turud. The hea "y ra.ins make li'lilitary 
operations in rnany parts of Upper Bur­
:tun. irnpoHsibh~ for the present. The 
w~a.Lh~r also leB8ens the activity of the 
dacoits, and the IDounted infantry have 
been re·called to headquarters ill sev~ral 
districts. 
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beyond all doul)t llytlle rapid 
ilnprovenlent in the con,dition 
of tIle province dllring tIle 
last six monills. It is not too 
much to sav tlla.t no 'nlenSllre .t 
adopte<l for the restorat.ion of 
order in Burl11a si'uce the an­
licxation llas l)ecn so ill1Dle­

cliatcly or so Rignally Rueeess­
flll as tlle poliey of (lisanlla,. 
TIlellt en'uneiate(l in tlanuary 
1888. 
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Note No. IX.-Disturbances in Tharrawaddy in r888. 
Te:»tof Telegram fohic1" appeared lin the TIlE first paragraph of 

" Weekly Time8 " of 13th July 1888. the telegram contains many 
Rangoon, July 'ltlt, 1888.. · b . . 

On the Brd instant a band of dacoits, InaCC llr:tCIPS, ut It IS un-
800 strong, from the Tharrawaddy dis- necessary to rernark on them" 
trict in Lower Burmah, cut the railway as tl1A nlain fact is true that 
and telegraph liues at a point some 200 
miles to the south of Prolne. l~arly a plan was laid to derail tIle 
information of the assembling of the train 011 the 1st July. The 
dacoits . was telegraphed to Ruogool1, pol ice 2' 0 t information., 
and a train with a body of milit~ry ~_-' 
police was despatched to Zeegon station, prompt ·precalltions w er e 
which was menaced by the marnuders. taken: the train was n.ot de-
The train with the police arri ved as the '-
dacoits were actunJly engaged in tear.. railed. '{'\VO of the rioters 
inO' up the line. The rails had been re- ,vere shot anci most of those 
m~ved, and the pilot engine preceding 
the train ran off the line. The police engaged in the business have 
attacked "and drove off the dacoits. been arrested and llave been 
The railvr'ay lines to Prome and rronu- tried or are under trial. 
ghoo have since this attack been pa-
trolled by armed police, and pilot 
engines precede the mail trains. The 
stations near the scene of the atta.ck are 
occupied by military police. 'rhis attaek 
on a l'ailway line has cttused consider-
a1>le alarm, as the dacoits had not pre-
viously interfered with the railway. 
Grave apprehensions are entertained 
th.at other dacoit bands may resort to 
similar tactics. 

~rhe attaek on the rail~Tay was rnarked 
by some tfnusual features. Th~ Thllrra.­
waady district, froln which the dacoits 
came, has been British territory since 
1858. It iR, generally speaking, open 
country, affording few secure refuges 
for dacoits. 

'rIle Tharrawaddy district 
llas been Britisll territory 
since 1853. It was llrought 
into subjection witll m'uch 
difficulty and has always been 
noted for crime. It is not an 
open country affording few 
secure refuges. On.e of tIle 
causes ,vhich contribute to 
make it difficult to goverD: is 
the large area under lligh 
elephant grass IJetween the 
rail\,\ray and the river. It is 
also completely covered with 
forest on the east, where it ex­
tends up to the ridge oithe 
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Pegu Yomas. It also contains 
a large area of reserved forest. 

It is true that the district 
has been disturl>ed more or 
1~8s since the annexation and 
that it llas llad to pay a puni­
tive policp.tax since 18~(;. 

It is untrl.le tllat the tax is 
so 11eavy as to amOllnt to a 
confiseation of tl)f~ proI)erty of 
the poor~r elasses, an(l it is 
untrue that an.r gon(l nlltllor­
ity n1ade suell a stat(~rllent. 
1 n the first T)Ja(~e tl~p averag'c 
ineidencc of the tax \v}lcn it 
,vas c()llp(~ted in IH87 i~ rp­
porteel l)y thp Commissioner 
to have been al)out one 

- rupee ~ix annas per llouse, 
i.e., not muel1 Inore tl1an t,yO 
})enee ppr nl0ntl1. 'fllis wa~ 
tIle average. No complaillLs 
llave l)('en macie to tl1e Chief 
Comnlissiol1er H,l)out tho tax 
and it lIas never 'uecn put for­
""lard by the ppople as an ex­
cuse fOJ' claeoity or insurrec-

t 

tion. Since th~v lUlve spen 
• 

the ~tatplnents ill tIle pa I)prs 
ancl the translations or tllP 
1VJJles' eOlarespondellt's In i s­
statements t,hf'y ha'v"e Pprhul)S 
taken stoek of tlleir g'riev­
anees. It ij also a fl1et tllat 
tl1~ punitive police-tax for tIle 
eurrent veal· had not l)cen col-• 
l\~cte(l \\r]lel1 tIle eOl'rcsponclcnt 
telegraI>11ed, aR tlle time for its 
collection had not COIne, and 
therefore if tIle men WllO at­
tacked tlle lille attacked it 
l)ecause they had been com-

e. 

pelled to pa1y punit.ivae police-
tax, they must have been in-

Fl)r some tilne p8.6t}t has been in a. 
di~tl1rbed condition, aDd a very heavy 
pUlJitive police-tax bas been imposed on 
all the inhabitauts of tte district. This 
tax i8 so hea,7Y that it is stated on good 
nuthority to amount practically to a C011-

fiRcatioll of the property of the poorer 
claSS(18. Tho local newspapers report 
that in COIlFieqneuce of the people of 
Tbanaf\\\'addy Lt~illg nH ,do uesperate Ly 
l'erent tn:xll,tioll au att{tC'k waR made on 
tIt 0 li UE'. 
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The daooits who attacked the line are 
reported to have declatted that they only 
wanted to injur~ Governmeut prOl)el·ty 
and to attack public officials. 

The Rangoon newspapers allege til at 
the police have been guilty of extortion 
and oppression in 'l'harra\\'aidy in con­
nexion with tbe pllniti ve ta:{. It was 
in tIle Tharrawaddv ciiAtrict that t\ 

village was recently dacoited by a. party 
of policemen, who murdered some viI­
lA.6lers and burnt the hOllReR. 

cited to tllis a{~t lr\-r tlle l-e~ .. 
membrance tl18t a year before 
they, or some of them, had. 
been calle<l on to pay a contri. 
bution of t"ro shillings more or 
less to tIle punitive police. It 
js very difficult to get Dlen ill 
tllat part of Lo\\rer Burma to 
serve as messengers or police­
men e,~pn ut Rs. 12 and Rs. 14 
per month, so tllat tll(~ tax is 
certaillly not felt heavily by 
tIle people. 

'llllere ~s no authority for 
tlle stateln~nt eite<l in tIle 
margill. .'J'110 poliee w('.rp in­
formed tllat tl1(~ claeoits in­
t~n(le(l to 11illag-e tl1(l f. yol)in­
gank l)azaar, ~1n(1 ,\'lleD. tlley 
"'ere met by tIle })olice they 
had taken Ul) tJl() rails near 
Zigon station uIHl "fere OIl 

tllcir \\' a ,r llae k to G vo bill-. ~ 

g311k, ""r}liell is a fair-sized 
town on the rai]\\'ay. It may 
also 1)(~ liotp/l tllat tIlf' (lucoits 
l1a<1 preI)ared dCF;truction for a 
train ,vhicll the~T knp\\r would. 
eontain five or six ]lunclrf~d of 
their own eOllntryrnf'Il. 'l:lle 
suggestion that the mpu were 
actlmtc(l only l)y a dp~ire to 
injure Government proI)f'rty 
and to attacl( IJuhlie offic-ials 
is singularly ineonsistent \\~jth 
the facts. 

The ne"r~paI)('rR may Ilftve 
made tlH~ allegation~ as here 
statP{I. 80 far as is known 
no complaints of extortion 
connected witll tIle tax Imve 
been madP. 'l'}le (~olnmis­
sioner l)y tIle Chief Oo]nmis­
sioner's desire lIas been all 

15 
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over the district seeing the 
headmen and elders, a,nd he 
reports no complaints (,f this 
sort. Some policemen were 
charged with llaving been 
concerned in a dacoity. The 
cha,rge has l)een proved to be 
withOltt foundation, tIle real 
culprits having con feR s ed 
t.heir guilt. 

I T is not true that t}l e 
people of the Tllarrawaddy 
distriet are suifering' fro m 
searcity. I t is true tlla t a.gri­
ctlltural operntions -> in some 
parts of tIle rrllarra,vaddy dis­
trict ,"~ere for a tirne at a stand­
still owing to tIle lateness of 
tIle rains. Tllis ,vas tIle sub. 
ject of close enquiry irl tIle 
Revenue Departrnent, and 
even if tIle rrlatt.er ha(1 not 
been put rigllt by copious 
l-ain, tllere would have been 
no cause for alarm. 'fl1e rp;­
suIt of the unfavourable na­
ture of tIle season might be 
scarcity next ye~Jr, l)ut could 
not be scarcity no,v. '1' he 
crops are roo ped in the eold 
weather (N ovem ber-J anu­
ary), and stoIJpage of agricul­
turaJ l'fork Q,ould not 11ave any 
effect on tIle food-supply in 
July, whicll was derived from 
th.e crops 'of last year. As an 
indication tllat tlle local au­
tllorities were not unmindful 
of the dangerof stopping work 
in the fields it may be noted 
that the Deputy Commis­
sioner l11eleased on bail a num­
ber of persons arrested. on sus-

Text of Telegrarn which a'l,peared in tke 
" Weekly TimeR," July ,~"th, 1888. 
OVEn 100 persons have been arrested 

ill connexion with tht) lu,te outbreak. 
'Vhi1~ the district is aftHcted hy cholera. 
and the people ftre Buffering from scar· 
city, large and arbitrary fineE1 are being 
jwpoBed 011 the villages without distino. 
tion l>etw~en the guilty and the inno­
cent. The local Govornment refuses to 
give any ini'OrIllation as to the amount 
of the punitive taxes imposed on the 
people of Tharl'aWtlddy, stating that 
such inforlnation is not uSl1~l11y com­
lllUllicnted to the press. Under the 
Gen~ral Police Act, when a punitive tax 
is irnp0sod, notice nlu8t be published in 
the Gazette; but und~r tllt, Burma ltnral 
Police Act no pnblic notice of the im­
pOHition of a punitive tax is l·equired. 
'£11e 1 )eputy COllunisBioners impose these 
taxes practically as they thinl{ fit on 
allY village incurring their displeasure .. 
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picion in connection with. the 
late disturbanee in order that 
tlley migllt: be al)le to go on 
'l;th tlleirplotlglling. 'l'herev­
enue s,"'stem in Low~r Burma .' is ela.~tic Ulld is liberally ,vork-
ed. Lastyea,r Its. 32,886-8-0 
of re'venlle \"pre renlittOO 'i.n 
'l'harra.\,-ruld ~r in I)laces \v here 
tIle ero})s were lJad . 

.I t is l.lllfortllnntel V true • 
tllat tlljS d,istriet. li1e tnanv , .1 
otller parts of J311,rln,~1, lU1S Slif '" 

fore(l se"\'erely fl·Ol.ll cholera . 
• 

It i~ Jl0t trlle tl1at large ar-
1 · fl- 1'· )ltrar.~r nes tlre )elng lIllI)OS-

p(i on the vil1ag,'es ""itllOllt dis-
',. 

tinction l)et\Veflll tll(~ gllilty 
Ulld tIle innocent. ~l'lle eorre· 
sllon(lont confollnds assess­
Jll(~nts for tlu,' Slll?l)ort of e'xtra 
or llUTlitive I)oliue an,d fines 
i1111)osed on v illag·psunder 
Sf'CtiOl1 21 'of the ]lUl"lll:1 l)is­
triet (;psses Hll(i Itural Police 
A.et, 1880. .l\. fiJle Ull(leer tllat 
sect,i(ln Cftll only l}e iIn I,oseel 
on a village if in or neal· tlle 
village a dacoityor l'ohl..ery is 
eomnlitte(lor attemr)ted, or if 
(laeoits or rol)llers are llar­
lloured, sllelterc<l, or as siste(i, 
and if tIle inhalJitants of tIle 
village "ri~hout reasonal)le ex­
e'use fail to render aetive as­
sistance in I)reventing tIl.e of. 
fenee or in arrestil1g 811d SH­
cllring tIle offenders. l.'lle 
sanction of tIle Ollief Commis­
sioner is necessal'Y to tlle im­
position of a fine in everycase. 
In all cases enquiry is made 
on tIle .spot, in 'fharrawaddy 
generally by the Deputy Com,· 
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missioner llimself,and the viI. 
lagers have ample opporlllnity 
of SIlO wing cau~e WIlY tlley 
should not IJe fined. TIle cir-, 

cumstances of the case an(l 
the means of tIle inhalJitants 
are al1cl must be taken into 
consid(3ration in assessing tIle 
amoullt of tIle fine and the 
proportion to be paid by each 
person. It is an al)use of la~­
guagn to deseribe tllese filles 
as taxes, or to say tllat tllCY 
are arbitrarily im}losed. rl'hey 
are fines autllorizAd l)v lu",· 

• 
for s}lPcifLe miseond uct an(l 
iln})Osell after tIle ol)servance 
of legal and formal proee(iure. 
~rlle lnost eODIIllon complaint 
is tl1U t, tlH~ Ie-gal formali ties 
and the refereDef~ Wllich lIas 
to be III a de to tllO Chief 
COlnmissioner cause so mllch 
delay that finps are not im­
posc(l in all cases in Wllicll' 
tIley' are {l(-~served. It is un­
trlle to ~a~T that tlle ])epllty 
COIIllrli8~ioners imposA these 
taxes (or fines) l'ra.ctieally as 
they think fit on any 'villag'e 
illcllrring tile-ir dis!lleasure. 
Tlle})rinci})le of 1)Ull1s11ing vil­
lagtes as a (~ol'porate body for 
certaill aelin(luencies ltn,s tIle 
sanction of tIle law. '!'he firm 
and constant enforcement of 
tllis law is absolutely neces­
sary, as it is one of tIle few 
means w llicll exist of makillg 
the people co-o})era1te in tIle 
cause of ~ order. It lIas been 
found effective. 

It is impossil)le to ans\If'er 
tIle vag'ue assertion contained 

An enOl'WOUS nuruofjr of persons have 
b~en 8.1,<1 are being arrestad in connec­
tion with val'ious outbreaks thl'OUghout 
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the province. This is rapidly beooming 
a very seriou8 question, and it is now 
being generally asked how is all this to 
end? 

The arhitrary policy which haR been 
erlforced in Tharrawaddy and rravoy, 
and which is alienating tho people, 
opght to be replaced in Lower HuruHt 
by more conciliatory action. 

in this paragrapll. .As a 
matter of fact outllreaks, &i 

tIle correspol;ld~ntcalls them, 
llave occurred' recently only 
in Ta voy and Tharra waddy. 
Many a,r~ests llave been made 
under (1 ue proeess of la w . 
rl'llis must }lappen if crimes 
of tIllS l{iucl are comnlitted. 
But it is not clear Wl1Ut lIn· 
faVOllrn l)leinferellce can. be 
dra\vn from tIle facttllat many 
persons lJelieved to lla ve beell 
conccrnea ill seriOllS crirnes 
113,ve IJeen arrested, a,n(l it is 
not kllo\\rn ,,,hat. otller O'ut­
breal(s are referred to. The 
nlatter \\~iLI undoulJte{lly elld 
ill the Ilunislrment 0 f t 11 e 
wrong(ioers al1d ill tIle stll)­
pression of crirrle, and th,e 
en(l will not lJe 11JlsatisfaetofV . .. 
If furtller ollthreaks Sllould 
unllapI>ily oueur, the law ,viII 
lJC ellioreetl as lleretofore. 

It is Ilntrue tllat ~tn tl.rlli­
trary 1)01 icy 11~tS l>oell ellforced 
in ~rharI(lV{adUjr or in '1'1avt)Y, 
or tllat it is alienatillg' the 
people. 'flle oilly Ineasure 
enforced ill 'l'avoy is tIle im­
position of addition.al IJolice 
at tlle cost of tIle IJeo},le of tlmt 
part of the (listriet Wllicl1 
joined in a treach.erous re IJel ... 
lion for ,vllich. tllere was not 
tIle slladow of an exeuse. 'fIle 
means of suppressing crime, 
Wllich tlle la,,, sanctions, are 
lJeing vigorously an(i judi­
ciouslyemployed. '1'}le Chi.ef 
Oommissioner watclles most 
carefully the. employment of 
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: th~se 'Dieans ·by local offioers 
,'Jilndt8:kes ,every precaution 
that . arbitrary acts are :not 

·,comlDitted" 

-
'fHE ,correspondent implies 

tnat there lIas been no im­
provem,ent in tIle condition of 
i'llarrawaddy and tllat tIle ac­
tion Wllicll he attributes to the 
Deputy Comrrlissioner of eonl­
pelling small villagoes to amal­
gamate witll larger enes.is tIle 
cause, or at any rate one of 
tIle (~auses, of the present state 
of affairs. As a matter of fact 
very Inarked IJrogress llas been 
made during tIle last two 
months in reduciIlg 'l'}larra­
waddy to order. TIle im­
provement is sllo,vn not so 
muell by tIle markf-~d flimi-.. 
nution Wllicll 113S taken place 
in the nUlnlJerof erinlcs of vio­
lence commi.tte(i, a eircuID­
stance Wllicl1 Inay l)e attril)ut­
ed'in part at least to the rains, 
as l>y . tlle actual successes 
wllic11 have beell ol>tained 
against dacoitso rl'hree of tlle 
princi pal leaders of dacoi t 
gangs as well as several less 
noted crinlinalsIlave l)eenkill­
ed and their gangs broken 11}), 

captures of dacoits are of fre­
quent occurrence, and mem­
be~' .. s of various gangs are no\v 
surrendering unconditionally. 
The last-mentioned symptom 
is peculiarly significant. I ~ 
sho"\\rs that the dacoits prefer 
to throw . themselves onthc 

.. 
Text of Telegrarn 'which appea'red i'n 

the" Times" of 13th August 1888. 

Da,ted Rangoon, .. ~lth Aug'lJ.,st 1888. 

Tharrawaddy still cll)utinnes in a dis­
turbed condition. TLt.) Deputy Com .. 
Inissioner is compellin,g' the villagers 
occupying the Rmaller villages to aban" 
don their hahitations or remove them 
to larger vilhl,ges. This step has been 
taken with a view to flhnplify the task 
of resisting attacks by daooits. 
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mercy of tJle authorities 
m~hel' than to undergo the 
intolerable hardship~ to which 
the present unceasing pUrsuit 
by tIle police Rubjects t.llem. 
It may be added that the same 
s~TmI)tom manifested itself in 
the Illifldle of 1887 in Sll"re. 
gyin, 'v hiell ,vas so success­
fully IJaciiie(1 by l\fr. Todd. 
Naylor, the }lresent Deput;y 
Commissioner of Tlmrrawa,d. 
dy. 'l'lulrnl\yuddy is at pre-
8ellt in a lilore sa tisfttetory 
(~onditi(ni tilan it has l>ecn at 
any tiIne (iurill.g tIle last t'fO 
years. M'uell 110 dOll l)t re. 
mains to l1e (lone to restore 
it to complete tranqllillity, 
hut recent pvellts leave no 
room for clonllt thnt the local 
:tlltllorities arc at last getting 
theuPIler lland of the erinlinal 
forces. ~'hp \"ork of com­
pletp tranqujllizutioTl is now 
merely a 111u.tter of time. 

~ . 
· In his telegram the eorrpsIJulHl(.lnt rpj'(\rs to the aetion 

of the Deputy Comnlissioner ill conneetioll \vitli the removal 
of villages. It is not a fact tllat the Del)ut~ .. Comlllis~ioner 
compels villages to move. Small villag'es renlote frOl}} poliefj 
protection are often tIle llaunt of daeoit gangs an(l, evell if 
inhabited by honest villagers, are a sourcp of dallger hpea'use 
the villagers, lJeing unal)le to I)fotect tllerllsclves and being 
too far from police posts to l)e I)l'ot(\ctecl l)y t1le I)oJice, are 
compelled to llarbour and fe(~d dacoits. 'l'lle ])cJ)uty Com­
missioner therefore uses llis inflllcnce so far as possihle to 
induce such villages to eomp. "\vithin the a,rea of poli(~(~ protec­
tion. The only complllsion used on villa~(~s whiell deeline 
to move is to asse~,s tllcm to IJunitive l)oiiee to an ext~nt 
sufficient to ensure that they shall l)e properlJT protected. 
The action of the Deputy Commissioner iTI this matt,~ is judi. 
cious and has the Ollief Commissioner's approval. It is 
reasonable that villages which declin~ to avail themselves 
of the protection wInch the ordinary 'police arrangements 
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afford sbo,Uld be l~quired to pa,y tne cost of the $pecial arrange- , 
fuent.s . renciere<l neeessary by their obstinacy. '. il. . ~ 

It is. true tllat infornlQ,... "Tewt of Telegram whicha.pp~a,.ed in 

t.•· • f tl tN, U tJite .4 Tinz.eR " oj 218t Aug'lt8t 1888. IOn was recelverr la 1 e , 
one of tIle 'l'harra,radciv out. Da.ted Rangoon, tke J8th Augu8t 1888. 

" lSlws, a robl>er and murderer 
of tIle "\\Torst type, intended to 
attack the line, l)ut 110 at.­
tempt was Ina<le to carry out 
tIle alleged in teBtion. 'l'lle 
f6110wiIlg arran,gements for 
patrollil1g the lille }}3 ve l)een 
in force sinee tIle attael( 011 

tIle raii\\ray in the l)!~gi nlling 
of .luly. 'rllet,Y are (Illite suffi ... 
cient to I>roteet tlle line from 
all posHihJe (langers. }'our 
I)olicemen frOlll eaell l)olice 
statioll 011 the line ,val]( along 
tIle line eacll nig-ht to tIle 
neiglllJOllrjIlg statio]). T 11 e 
police stations are as a rule 
some 6 or 7 rniles aI>art. No 
furtller l)reeautions nre takell. 
'rhe Inspeetor nlcrely gives 
orde:t:A as to tIle llour a t ,v lliell 
th~ patrols shall sta.rt, a r -
ran.ges for the 11len to he eln .. 
ployccl, un(i so 011. lIe docs 
not or<iinarily go outon patrol 
hiJnself. 'l'he" nurner 0 U S 

"I)arties of })oliee urHler 
"EUI'OPfltlll I nspeetors " are. 
creations of the correS}JOll(l-
ent's imagtjnation. 

The'rhHrra.waddy district continues 
in a very UllSfttiRfactory condition. 
l~enewed atternpts are anticipated to cut 
t.he railway line to Prome, near Zeegon, .' . the scene of th(~ late outrage" The line 
is strongly guarded, and at night is 
pat,rolled by numerous parties of polioe 
under":l1ropean hu;pe(:tlors. '1'he most 
seriolls feature in connexion with the 
reeent attack on the rh.ilway is that 
ne.arly all the people concerned are 
vilhtgen;, hithorto kui)wn as re8pectable 
lueu 'uxHl nl1C()UIH1ct.ed with dacoits or 

bad ebaract€l's. 'l'hey apponr to have 
been driven to Inake tht;l atth ok by the 
indiscriJllinu,te ilnposition of punitive 
taxes by tlw Depnty C()llllniRSi()ner~ 

'l'\.te coneillding portion of tIle extract quoted in the 
margin. is a In'isrel)resentation. Of tIle three men designat­
ed by the Ilriest\vho IlIanIled the atUlok. on the railw""ay as 
llis pri11eipal .1ieutcllaIlts two "rere notoriolls outlaws WllO 

)l8ve 11een g'lliltv of Irun1erous dacoities and murders. The 
"-- -' 

priest IOQl{ed to the erilninal classes for support. This is 
ShO\Vll by the proclaJnation which lie issued and in ·which he 
specially called on all bad cllaracters to enrol tllemselves and 
promised tllem appointments as "rUDS (governors) and Bos 
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(military officers). The following is all accurate t~nslatiOD 
,of the proclamation:-

Ie In obedience to the orders of His ~Iajesty .' ~ 
. U The Tharrawaddy ,\Vun ~faha hlinhla l\findll1 YHgH.tlng issuea 

th~ following order :- . 
" 'fo a.ll subjects of IIis 1vlajesty in the various towns FLud villages 

in Tharrawaddy togAther \vith all headtnen and thu€,ryis in that dis­
trict. 

"While (I am) engaged in su ppressillg t.he hert~tical (~nelny, let 
'there be n~ oppression, robbery, \van tOll (h~strllc.ti()n, incend iftrisrlls. 
dacoity, &c., among the l~oYRl subjects. ''"illnge lIeadulen sha.ll, 1\8 

heretofore, continue to pl'otect nnd goverll tbeir respt·etive cil·eles and 
shall carry out all orders issued from t.he headqua.rters of the I{oya) 
army: . , 

"Every thugyi shall arrest and quicldy send to the at·rny heR.d-
quarters all who in his jnrisdietion unjuRtl' oppress and rob tho 
poor. If such offenders are too strong to he a.rr(~sted1 the t.hugyi wiIl 
personally report the matter at the arlllY hcndquarters, a,lld an arrned 
detachment will be despatched against snch OfftlllderA, H,nd lutving 
arrested them, severe and exenlplary punishI11fHlt \vill bt~ inflicted on 
them and their relatives. 

"All bad cha1'acters resl:ding in tOU'U8 alld vllloy,·/\ and all others 
who desir(1 to serve IIis !\Iajesty Hh(Hlld ('.olleet hands eOllAistiug of 
100 or 50 men euch t and in cornpany \viUt tIHlgyU-'; (:~nr{)l thBlnRelve~. 
Royal letters patent bea,ring the J:{oynl seal appoillti ug thPHl \Vulla 
and BOB will he given thelll ftuc1 they will he rfl<jlllrt!d to 8(~rVe llis 
Majesty accordin·g to their abilities and qnuJifiea,tiouH. 
, "For stlch service rendered, \Vllllr:hipR, sitkcships, 111yookships, 
myothugyiships, (~·c., 'NiH he conferred on theRe rnell aceordi~lg to 
tbeir merits. . 

"All armed loyal subjects in the ]o\vor provi11ce who have ntt }H~flrt 
their own welfare, the welfa.re of their fellow-creatures, of their lord 
and master, and of their religion will combine and help in attacking 
and destroying the heretical enemy_ 

" All elders of towns and villages ,vill, inllJlt!d.iately on receipt of 
this Royal order, cause copies to be circula.ted to all villagE~s undor 
their control and explain the contents of tbe order to tlJe villagers .. 

" The towns and villages ,vbich set at naught this lloyal order and 
fight (against us) in conjunction ,vith the heretical enemy will be 
ratsed to the ground. 

"Further, all who l)OSS€~B elephants, ponies, swords, spears, &0 •• 

must forward them with the names of their owners to the I{oyal 
army headquarters. 

H The value .of thes9 will be paid bere~fter.-
"Order of the Th~rrawaddy l\:Iyowun Maha ~linhla Mindin Ye-

• 
gaung. 1

' 

The statement that the persons WI10 too]{ part ih tIle out-
break were " driven to make the attack by tlle indiscriminate 
imposition of punitive taxes by the ~Deputy Commissioner " is 
disproved by "facts. In tIle first place it will be seen that the 

lG 
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priest makes no refprence ill Ilis . proclamation to Gove~nn:tent 
oppr~ssion or misgovf--rnln:D:t. ~e appeals to the p!1trlo~sm, 
the religion, aJ1.!l tIle eupldlt.y' of t1le people. It IS obVlous 
tllat htl<l the IJriest tllOllgllt tlmtJ he could move the people 
by refnr(\nees to Govcrnmpnt oppression he wotJd have done 
so.. 'fha t he (liel rlot do so was hecause there had been no 
opprPRsioIl. It llas bef'n ascertailled that of the 84 insurgents 
who lla,-rp been arres.ted for complicity in the attack on the 
ra.i}"Ta,v lillA not onp has l)een fined* or llas come from a vil-

• 
lage 'rhioll l1US been fined under tlle Rural Police Act, and 
that only 20 havp' pver l)Pf'n assessc(l for I)unitive police under 
tll~ I)oliee l\et. 'l'lH~ anlount paid by tllese 20 persons was 
Its. 25-12-0 arld ,,,as levipd in 1887. or tlle 25 men from 
tlln G~rol)illgallk 31~(1 rJ'a})un townshiIJs WI10 were arrested for 
joinillg" jrl the (~O)lsI)ira.e,\T none IUld been fined under the 
l~ural Poli(·f' .l"\et and only] 7 had been assessed for punitive 
l)(~lje{\ Of t hpsp 17 nlrn 13 proved tllat they had refused 
to ~ntertuin the solicitatio]ls of tllP l)riest. Consequently of 
the lllCll detaill('(i in eustod:r for joining in tIlt=' cons~piraey 
on l~T fonr ,vpre a8s(,~sf'(1 for I)unitive police. "Tllatever may 
l)e said as to the effect of the assessments for punitive police 
on tIle rpst of thp distriut, it is ollviOtlS tllat tIle assessment 
can 11flYO lUld 110 eOllnpetinn whatever ,vit}l tIle attempt to 
df'rnji the Inail-train 011 tIle 1st July be(;ause tIle great 
lnajority of tllP l>ersons concerned in tllat attaek llad never 
beell assesseel. 

...... t t 

* r~he n~t~r,e of fi~eA uiuler the Rural I:>olice Act, and of a88QSs~ents l1nde~ 
the Pc,boa Aot ]~ explalned on page 115. I' I. ' 
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Note No. XI-Disturbances in Tavoy in 1888. 

Teoot of Telegram which appeared ,in 
the .. Weekly Time8" of 13th truly 1888. 

Rangoon, 7th July ISS/;. 

THE Chief Commissioner, in reply to 
the memorial from the people of Ta voy t 
has decided that the action of the Oom­
missioner of Tenasserim in levying' fl. 

punitive police tax was illegal. He 
states that as notice has now been given 
of the imposition of the tax the collection 
will he proceeded with. 

"r l1.'H rpgard to the cottre. 
...~ 

spon(lent's 'l'u,voy ne"rs it 
8h0111(1 l)e kno\\~n tllat Ile is 
tIle Advo(~a,te of some'I'a,roy 
maleont~)lts ,rl10 l>etitionoo. 
tll(\ C li i e f Commissioner 
again~t tIle illl})osition and 
tllE' illegal eo]]petioIl of a pu. 
nitive poiice-tnx. 'J:he Com­
missioner acte(l illegally in 
alttllorizing· tIle tux to l)p le­
vied in som~ ca~ps l>efore tIle 
notification ha~l apppareci in 
tlle Gazpttc. ~rhe (;llif'fConl­
missionf'r recor<lpd OIl tIle I)e­
tition that tlH.a COlnnli~shnler 
llad aeted illeg·B11y ill Ipv~'ing 
tllP tax l)eforf' t h(~ notificatioll 
IUld iSSllPd. 'J'h~ I)Po})le of 
'l'avov did not rrlPll1 oriali Zt" , 
t ll~ (]lli(~f L1ommis~iol1er.· 'J'h~ 
eorrpspOn(lellt. pl'Pspnted a I)P" 
tition from five l)prf<ons ))ur­
Ilortillg' t,o net for the to""ns­
))(\0l>le of '~ra,roy', hut having 
110 au t lloritv fl"OIn thPlll. 'rIle ., 
Uhief Con1111issioDPT* dirp('ted 
t.Ile Comlnissioner to selld for 
tIle petitioners and u.sc~rtain 
from thern the mattf'l' of t.heir 
complaint, and 110W far tl1t~y 
llnd heen inj ure(l hy the pre­
mature collf»(~tioll of the tax. 
'l'he eorre8pondent advised llis 
clients not to appear IlPfore 
the Commi~sjoner: 1 t, has 
been ascertained tl18.t DO tax 
"l'as actually levie(l from tllese 

t-

men. It may be adtlf'~d that, 
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the correspondent's o})ject ill 

enlarging on tIle imagil19,ry 
causes of tIle '1'harrawaddy 
outbreak is to T)ack up llis 
clients' petition about tIle 
Tavoy tax, in the success of 
Wllich lIe is professionally in­
terested. It is a.s well there­
fore to state that the outbreak 
in. Ta voy , w llich ,,"as analo­
gous to tllat in Tharra,vad(ly 
and was got IIp in a sinlilar 
manner "in tIle name of tllP 
Myingun Prillce, CQul(l }U1 V(~ 
}lad no origin in tIle })I'cssurc 
of taxatioll as no tax or fine 
l1all until this olltlJreak OCCllr­
red 11een imposAd in 'l"'avoy. 

'l:}lC sta temrn t tlJ a tal )0 II t 
tlle 14tll J lIly (the date of tll~ 
telegram) a l>and of (lacoits 
was assembled ill thp, llills 
near'l'avoy is devoitl of tl'llth. 
On t.lle date in (IUpstjOl1 that 
portion of the 'J'avoy clistriet 
'vhi~l was recently disturl)p(l 
,vas COlllpletely t ran (Ill i 1. 
}\..l)out 15 seattprc(l mpull)prs 
of tIle re l)cl gan.g "~rro ill 

lliding l>y ones an(1 t"vos 11ear 
tlleir ·villages. '111lrrc llas hefAll 

no distllrl)ance ill allY part of 
the 'l1enasserim division since 
the 27tll M~ty, wllenNal)lll(~, 
a police station in Ta VO~T , 
,"?as attacked for tIle second 
time. Strong meaSllres were 
at o~uce takell to put clo\",]) 
disorder and tllese mea­
sures were successflll. J t is 
known that tlle rebels retrea t­
ed across the Sianl frolltier 
where some of them., includ. 
ing the leader, were" arrest. 

Text of Telegral1l. 'l.ohich appeart'd'in 
f}1f-' H l'Yeekly 'l'i111es" oj' 20th (July 1888. 

n (ttl goon, 14th J'uly 1888. 

Bouthern TenU8Sel'irn continnes iL a. 
Jist urhed and dUligerou8 condition. A 
Lalltl of dacoitFi ~()O hLrong iF! aRDcnluled 
ill tllC hillH n(-'[l,f TtL voy. J t if; highly 
di''''(TOdi t ablo to tho ]o('al GoV(~rtHnent 
that Tt-'lH1H:·;prllll. which baH been 60 
y(.':tJ'H BritiHh tmTitory and waR always 
knc)"'l) aR 1110 IHOl"it pt'fictlal)le portion of 
13urIlut, HIH,uld Le allowed to cont,inne 
t01' 1110utliH in itR pl'l'Rent lamentable 
('OIH11 tiOll. 



( 125 ) 

Text of Telegram which appra,rell i11 

the u 'l'i1nes " of 13th A 'uy'Ust 1888. 

Dated Rangoon, 11th A'l~r'M8t 1::;88. 

DiRturbanceR are reported from Ta­
voy, where the inbahitants are l'e~isting 
payment of the punitivo police-tax, 
which i~ being forcibly levied by arJ1l8U 
police. The Rangoon '1' hne,~ reportFi that 
the military police, ,vith fixed hayonots, 
have visited several houRes in '!'n,vov tn 
conlpel payment of the tax, but lil1ve 
so fur collected very little. Greed <1;~­
coutent prevails a!Dong the people of 
Tenasserim. The action of tho local 
Government in levying a YUllitivc tax 
on Tavov is very generally condemned. 
'J'o resto·re order in this pr.)vince it iR 
absolutely necessary that BOlue change 

. should be made in the officials in charge 
of it. The present state of things has 
been a.llow~d to continue too long. The 
public interests Ahould now prevail over 
personaloonsideratioDs. 

ed by the Siamese autl1or. 
ities. 'l'}le lat~l· ptlrtion of 
t11e paragraph quoted is mis­
leading. '1'I1e eorrcspondent 
states, ill effect, tllll.,t Tenas­
s~rim lias for Dlontl1s beell in a 
"lall1el1tal>le e 011 (I i t ion. " 
~'enassprilll is Olle of tl1e divi. 
sion~ of ]~llrll1a all(l (~ontail1s 
a.ll nr('(l. of ·;t(;,590 ~(l uare 
nliJps. 'l'a YOV is on~ of tlJe • 
tlistriets of 'l'ena~serim Ul1d 

eOIltains an Hl'Ptt of 7,150 
sqllare lnjl('s. J~t't\rpel1 ~'el) .. 
ruary and .J lllle (li~ttlrbanee8 
oeellrre(l ill t\ro to'Ynship~ of 
'l'avoy, thp, CC11tral Ulld N ortll-• 
ern to'vn~hi.J)~'1 '\' hiell contain 
a]l area of 2,()~() S(llla re tniles. 
rJ'llf~ r(\~t of tlH'. ~l't1VOV (listriet 

41 

H 11(1 t lu) '\'1 to t( ~ of t he rest of 
tlH~ ~l'('nassPl'im <1 i \' jSiOll " 'ere 
eOlll}>}ptcl)r t)-alHlllil cluring 
thp J)(~l'i()d a l)()vp nlcn tioned, 
Ulld haVA l)p('n Plltir(-']y frpe 
fr01l1 disol'dpl- (luring' tJl@ Tast 
y~nr atHl a (luarter. 

"1 t is llot trlle Lllat a.ny dis­
turl)al)(~(,s ha yp takel1 pla~~~ 
r(~epntly ill 'J'avoy. Sirlce tIle 
~7th jl ttv 'fa v·ov JUiS heen 

• 41 

COlll}>Ietp It\' t.ta n (Illil. ~t' 11 e 
(~orreSl)011dp.Ilt givps it to lJe 
u)l(l(.lrstoQu. tltat tlH~ I)Ulliti\re 
poliee assessmcllt is l)eiIlg 
levi(.l(l l>y i'oree alHl tl1at its 
lc,ry is l)Pjllg- rf'sisted l)y force. 
.its a mattpr of fact no aetive 
re~istanee \v}Jatevcr lIas IJeen 
offered to tile levy of tIle as-

~ 

seSSlIlcnt. In some cases peo-
I)Ie llave refused to pay and 
warrdnt~ of distraint have l)een 
issued as the law requires 
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against their property. No­
thing further has b~en don~. 
All due consideration is being 
shown to tIle ppople in the 
eolleetion of the tax. TIle 
thugyis, i.p., the revpnue coI­
l rctofs, are a tlthori zed to col­
leet in instnlnlellts in cases in 
,vhiell the I)aynlpnt at one 
time of tllP ,\'llOlt:~ sum dtle 
for tllr ypur \vollI<l cause 
ineonY~nienep. 'l'lu:\ statA­
merit tllat so far vprv little of 

" tht' tnx 11:18 l)ppn e(~JI(\etpd iR 
ineorrpet. ~1'11P totnl assrRS­
mp,nt fot a '" ll()l~ ypar l)eg-in­
ning frOln ,J 11110 ] HH8 is l{,s. 
to,OOO. ()f tlli8 ]t~. 9,969 
had lJePTI (~oJ l()(~te(l t)n the 11th 
A Ugllst. 'l']le ~tat(lnl(lnt that 
nlilitary l)oli(·p 11<1 VP ,risitpd 
hOllF;PS ,vjth lixecl lJaVOllets to 

• 
eO(jupel 1)((//111ellt qf the tax i~ 
a misrepresf\ntaLion. ~lallng 
Gale, the Extra As~istHnt 
Corrrmlssionpr of rj'u.vov, on~ 

~ 

of 'v 110~C dlttips is to eoll0et 
the aSS(,SSlnent in ~ra VO~T, rp­
portf'(l to thf' l)eI)uty COlllTIlis­
~~doner ~orrle tiille ag:o 11Lht , 

s~veral ,rell .. to.do ])prSOlls, 

from ,y horn ll{:\ (lel11an(lpd 
SUll1S legally (lu~ froll1 th~m 
lrhi(~ll th('v "rprp full v a hIe 

~ t 

to pay, not only JllCt his legal 
dAnland~ ,,~jth ol)stinatc re­
fU8nJ, bllt further tl'fluted him 
pf'rsonally ",,'itll gross disre .. 
spect. }"or tllis reason tIle 
l)eI)uty Commissioner direct. 
ed a sInail picket of military 
police to aeeompany llinl on 
lli~ rounds to elJfoJ·c~ reRpect 
for his atlthority. On one 



1"If' 

occasion the picket went 
round with fixed bayollets by 
an accident.: 'l'hey were call .. 
ed from tile parade-grollnd, 
wllere they wer!" being drilled, 
for tll.is dlltyaIld forgot to tIn­
fix tlleil' bUVOllets. ~,'he neces-

~ , 

!Sit~T for lll'OvidiIlg tIle Extra 
Assistant (;omnlissioIler ,vitI, 
an escort is., prol>al)ly, direc~ 
Iv due to tIle aetion of tIle 

t , 

1 ',:nte8' corresl)on<ie'nt. The 
correspon(lent, in his capaeity 
of Advot .. ate for n,ve 'favoy 
malcontellts, a.dvise(l his eli­
ents to refllse to Iuake tlleil' 
g-rievaIlces knO\Vll to tIle local 
\.. •.. 

oflieials and east inlputa-
tion.s, "\\r l]icll '\v'ere pro·ved to 
be unfounde<l, on the probity 
of the Extra i\'ssi~ta,nt Corn­
missioner ~[a II n, g G· ale. 
'l~lle I)ersons in 'fa voy \\\0 h.o re­
fused to I)ay tlle punitive tax 
alld insul te(llV[allll~ G-ale ,,"ere 

\ , 

1 1" · ) ···t f IJlcre y ae ~lllg In t H:\ Spirl • 0 
tlle a(l v'iee gi ,ren l)y tIle cone,;. 
sI)ondent to llis elients. I t is 
llar(lly llecessury to add tJlat 
tIle DelJuty COlllmissi.oner 
,vas (loing no }Jl0re tllan. his 
I)lain duty in 1) r 0 vi din g 
Matlng Gale \vitIl an escort. 
'l'a voy tOWIl is known to con­
tain _ many disloyal persons 
nnei serious I)olitical distur. 
l}alleeS hayc reeently take.n 
place in its neiglll)ourhood. 
If the local officials failed to 
assert their autllority, th~re 
would be very seriolisrisk of 
a fresll outbreak. The con­
cluding · stat~ment 0 f t he 
corrcspondep.t, that" gr~t 



( 128 .) 

diseontent prevaIls among tIle 
f T .". b people 0 .enasser~,m: ]~ a· 

surd. As is ekplulntxl on 
page 125 of thi~ I)amplliet 
tile area disturbed l)f,t\\re~n 
Fe brtlarty and .J une for ill S 

on1ya portion of the 'l'avoy 
district, w Ili ell agaill is only a 
small I)ortion of 'l'enasserim. 
TIle imposition of a pun,itive 
police-tax ,,"as carefully con,­
fined to th,at portion of tIle 
'1~avoy district 'rldcll ]1 n d 
been distlll'l)cd au(l· ,\~h i e 11 
neede(l protect.ion. 'rl1ere is 
no grolillci for Sll]?I)osing tllat 
the peoIlle l)p,yond the area 
affected rf'gar(l tIle aetion. of 
Govern,m,ellt, so far as they 

f, 

are aeqllainted "\yith it, with 
an)~thjng llut il1differol1ee. 
'1:11e rising in ']'a v oy,vn ~ I)(\,­

culiar in seve.ral resI)ects. 
It ",~as purely political, it \vas 
confined to 'l'n voy Hlld its en-

• t 

virons, tllC }llot h,ad no rami. 
ficatiollS in tIle rest of Tenas­
serinl, an(l it ,vas fomented 
from IlJang~ooll." 'l"llere is 110 

'-.. , 

foundation either in. aseor. 
tained facts or ill J)lll)lic 
opinion fOl' t]le assertions of 
the correspondent tllat '!"enas­
serim is in a distllrlJed concli· 
tion and tllat the IJeopie arc 
discontented. 
· As 11asalready 11ecn pointed 
out, tllel'~ lIas heen not the 
slightest disturl)anee in any 
part of tpe Ten,assel'im divi. 
sion since tIle 27tll ~Iay . 

. TIle Ollief Conlmissioner 
visited Moulmei'n, tIle c8IJital 
~f 'rellc.'\sserim, in September 

Text of Telegrarn 'lIJhich appeared in 
the" Tintes " oj2'lth Augu8t 1588. 

Rangoon, 25th August 1888. 

f£he condition of Tenasserim continues 
very unsatisfactory. 

Some years ha va elapsed since the 
proYince was visited by the Chief Com .. 
iDissioner of Burma. The local officials'. 
owing to the want of 8upervisiqn, bave 
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altogether neglected their duties, and 
extradrdinary police cornlption a.nd op­
pression have prevailed. 

18,87. ' 'He .i&ited TOllBg(X),· 
the largest town", n ext to 
Houlmein, in 'l'enasserim in 
May 1888. TIle Chief Oom·· . 
missioner'llas not vis it ed 
Tavoy since 1885. Owing ~o 
the ~mount of lvork tllro\\'n 
on·llim since the annexatiOJl 
of (Jl)per IJurma lie cannot 
place llimself out of l)ostal 
communieatioll for any time 
and tllere has llot l)een any­
tIling to ca.!l hiln to'l'alroy. 
It ma~r bl\ added tllat Tenas­
serim ,\\Tas (luring t.lle latt(~r 

1.. •• 

half of 1887 in cllarg(~ of Mr. 
IIodgkillson (formel~ly s.peeial 
Commissioner,\vllo in 1887 
,va.s created a, (").B.l. for his 
ser,rices) wllile (:olon,e.l P13Jlt 
,ras al)sent 011 f u. rIo II g 11.. 

\"'" 

])urillg his tenllre of otlioe 
J\;lr. IIodg'kinsoll. visited '!'u­
voy, l)ut hea.rd no cOIhplaiIlt~. 
,,;rbenever the }>eople of 
'fnvov llave eonsidere(i th~nl­
selve~ aggrieved thpv havf~ 

L_ ~ 

freely used the telegraT)ll 8111(1 

I)ost ofliee. ~~'or in8tanet-~, 
early in 1888 the ' r)eIJut~t 
Commissio]lCr forl)acl the 
llolding of a " I)Ollg·~ri h.VCll1, " 

i.e., tIle cerenlony of CreIl.lat· 
ing a priest, on tllA grollncl 
tllat large cro\vcls\\"oul(l l}A 

asseml>led al1d tIle I)llhlie 
peace endangere(l. SORleof 
the inllabitants of ~rftVoy tele­
grapbeddirectJ to tile Cllief 
Com.missioner a p pea 1 i ng 
against tIle Deputy Commis­
sion.er's order. 'l'lle matter 
""raS inqui,ed into and final. 
ly permission to hold tIle 

17 




