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PREFACE TO THE INDIAN EDITION. 

~. 

"""gland'8 Work in India, was writtcn primarily for 
(;;~ rea.ders. It was· intended to deepen their interest 
India by. showing the great work which bad already 
'11 done in tha.t country by the British Government, and 
~~ually difficult task remaining to be accomplished. 
~~ latuaes urged upon Englishmen are as follows' 

" The1 must set themselves try learn mCiie about India; 
irhw. must act ia~ spirit of absolute honesty towards the 
Ingian finanoes, and they must deal with Indian questions 
~"nt -;'pme for thllir decision, not in the interests of powerful 
class¥ 01' ~litica' l;Il1orties in England, bnt in the sole interest 
of the Inalan people." p. 137· • 

With regard to t~e Government of the countI'" the 
two great ,measures ~ecommended are the more extended 
employment '"of Native agency as not only an act of 
jllstice, but a financial necessity, .lnd the gradual intro-
- ,of Representative Institu,tions. , 

'l'hil:! work of ~ir William Hunti:Jr's, publislted in 1881, 
has long been out of pi·int. With his kind permission, 
s. cheap edition is now issued JJ \ cirnulation in India, 
where it is calculltted to be eve..... more usef141 t.han in 
England. . 

The authOl' fostly says, it Administtiliive improvements 
"I;\n do much, but the Indial\_people ..,llemselves can do 

'VI\VS of improvinll the temnoral condition 
~t!'ted : 

a\lmbers to D~n·agridlltuW 
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H Second, by dist?~butitlg tl}e press1lt'e over new ~ 
populated t~ts. 

"Third, by increasing the produce' of the existing 
cultivation." p.81. 

-Prudence with regard to m~riage' is also ahs.l 
necessary. The author says: 

"The poverty of oertain parts of India is the dil'eot I 
inevitable result of the over.populatio& of those parts of Int! 
The mass of the husbandmen are Ii ving in defiance.of econem 
]"ws. A people of small cultivators cannot bd'prosperoU8 
they marry irrespective of the means of SUbSistentle~ ad 
their numbers to outstrip the food,pl'oducing powers 
soil. Now that the sword is no longer allowtod ~ ,~ 
wor~, they must snbmit to prudential restraints on lriaS' 
or they must sl!fer hunger." pp 135, 136. 

Towards the close a. much-needed cauTlon is giy,ren 

"English (and Indian) writen wLo tell eur Indian feilc 
subjects to look to the Government for e-Q,ry imptovenAmt 
th;.nr lot, a.re doing lvery grea.t. qi~.servic(\ t<> the Iudian rd.( 
Tile I!~)l'Jnanent remedIes for the povtrty of India rest w 
the people themselves." p. 137. 

SElF. HELP is the g~eat duty to be urged. 

MADRAS, Ma1l1 188~. 
< 

J. M. 



I:IIl' tbis'!iUle bc¥>k I try to Bhow wlmt Rritish rule has done for 

India,1md tlfe work which now awaits it. The fitllt two chapters 

deal with the primary duties of every Government-namely, the .. . 
protection of its subjects, and the development of the country 

~e last tw~ chapters treat of what may be called the secondary 

but 'not J;·!\~portant, functious of an Asmtic administrati?n 

COll{!JlCted wit1P the food-supply and seIf-govermnent of thE 
(.. .!t 
l-~~' T"pe tormer, wh,,1i delivered scparatoly as lectured 

gave rise to a too fa\burable, the latter to an und8lJ 

despondent, liew of our position I hope, when raJd t~ 

gether, they will leave behmd only a calm resolve, that as 

Englishmen in time pMt faithfully ,~d the work which fell tc 

'them In IndIa, so Englt!!hmen Will now with a firm hearl 

enter otM:he new dutlcs which are there being forced upon 

us. 

W.W.H. 

December 1880. 
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E~LAND'S WORK IN INDIA. 

THE WORK DONE. 

r. P~~\lCTION OF PERSON AND PROPERTf 

l 
B.!:J1'iSH, rule in India ':j, again upon its trial. On tbf 
o~ band, the Government finds Itsel£ flU".e to faQe wid 
pro~ms which, on a thnch smaller scale in Ireland, 
flore the desp!loir of Dn;' wisest stfttesmen. pn the d1iher 
hand, doubters have ansen who dispute whether our 
supremacy in the East is a gain ~ither to ourselves or 
-"" ~!.e peoples over whoM. we rule. The question as to 
the bene;q.t of 0'1.1" IndIan connection to onrselves is a 
rhetorical ra.ther than a serio'\9 one. FCll' with the 
downfall of British rule in India would disappea.r that 
securIty of person and property which forms the first 
essentl&l for our commerce with the East~ T{ for one, 

,J '" ") I 
am not afraid o! the cry of 'Pentb India jl' when I re-
metnber that that cry means, Perish ~ew-eatest customer 

ft 

of England in all tlae world; perish itIJ chief ma.rke~ 
,:.I ; 

for Manchester goods j perish 50 m:mons sterling of,. 

Briti~h trade per &llI1n~. What we have reason to fea..,. 



2 The rest' off BritishJBuW in India.. 

is not the cry of t 1'el"18ll ina16 !' 01;1li the murmur spinet 
the responsibilities Whwh OUI" rule in India involves. 

f If, however, as "'ome ha" (} recently alleged, tnat rule 
lia.s failed to benefit the Indian races, t.hen I can sym
pathize with those who question whether, wer should 
extend the responAibilities which Indum rule tl}'tails . 

. For no government has a l'ight to exist which does not 
exist in the interests of the governed. The test of 
British rule in India is, not what it has done for our· 
selves, but what it has done for the Indian 'pbople: By 
this test our work in the East must stand VI:. faUo( If 
our attempt to administer that vast and c;l¥,,'ant' empire 
lias turned out 6 failure; if its people ar~ ~ot more ft,ee, 
more secure, and m<U'e prosperOll- under British r'de'~"tt 
they were under their native dynasties; then tba ~se 
60urse for Great Britain would seem to be to (lurtail 
hel' 'former responsibilities, to accept no n~w ones, and 
to withdraw as far as may be from an undertaking to 
which she had proved unequal. 

If, on t?e othBr hand, we find that' Ol1r oountrymen 
have not failed in their splendid and ' difficul~ task; if 
we find tha.~ British rl'1e in India means order in pla.ce 
m anarchy, protection by the law instead of oppression 
by the sword, and a vast free people dwelling in safety 
where of 'lId. each man was beaten down benea.th who
soever was stronger than himself, then I think that 
Great Britain IDa! -,.vith a firm heart co~tinue to accept 
Lne great resnrlU8ibi~ity which has fallen to her, and 
that she ma.y c/lLnly fa.ge ea.ch new duty which that 
'sapoDsibility involves • 

• 



TM Visible ~ultfJ oj Bntisk &le. , 

During the last ten years it has been my business to 
visit, almost ev,ery winter, the twelvEf provinoes of lndia$. 
and to supt'rlntend lit I>urv~ of their population a.lId 
resources. The Indian Gove~nment has, so to spea.ki 
ordet:e~ me. to condunt for it a great stock-taking a.fter 
a cenJ;ury of British rule." r have often amused myself, 
during'my solitary peregrinations, by imagining what 
a Hindu of -the last century would think of the present 
state of his coun~ry if he could revisit the earth. I 
have lupposed that his first surprise at the outward 
phYsical changes had subsided; that he had got ac
customed t(t, the faot that thousands of squa/e miles of 
jungle, thich.Jn his time were inhabited only by wild 
bf'/L~tsJ have been turIllilj into fertile cI'op-lands; that 
feler-smitten swamps have been covered With healthy, 
well~drained cities; that the mountain walls which sht1t 
off the interior of J;dia Irom the seaports have tJeen 
pierced by roads and scaled by railways; that the great 
rivers wnich formed" the barrie. between provinces, 
hnti""desolated the count.y with their floods, have now 
been controlled te the U8~S of man, spanned by bridges, 
and tapped by canals. But whv. would stlrike him as 
more surprising than these outward changes is the 
security of the people. In province~ ·,:''''1'e every man, 

• from the prince to the peaSlbl.t, a huhdrtld tars ago, 
went armed, ho'would look roun' in va.in for a. match
lock or a. sword. He would fini te multitudinous 
na.tive states or India, which be re.Fem£erei in jealoUf 
isolation broken' only by merciless wa.rsl n,w tra.diu,.. 

l. 
quie~11 with each other, bound togetMr by la.ilwaya 



4 T4e lLoumj'UlZ sUe of the Pictu'1'8 

e.nd roa.dll, by the po~t and the telegl'9.ph. He wonld 
find, moreoVeT, much that was new as well as much 
tlaat was changed. He wuuld see the conntry dotted 
fri.th imposing edifioes in, a. strange foreign architecture, 
of which he could not guess the uses. H~ w(JIJld 8!;k 
~hat wea.lthy prince had reared'for himself that svacious 
palace? Be would be answered that thft buildmg was 
no pleasure-house for the rich, but a hos¢tal for the 
poor. Be would inquire, In honour of what new 
deity is this splendid shrine? He wo~ld o-e told 
that it was no new temple to the gods, blft a SChool 
for the people. Instead of b~lstlmg £ortre~~s~e would 
see courts of justice; in place of a OMuharnrnadan 

(general in charge of each di~t.r'ict, he would tina An 
English magistrate; instead of a swarming sol¥y, 
be would dIscover a police jI. 

• • 
]fe would .also detec~ some mourllfnl la!ttures in the 

landscape. In provinces where, a hundred years fj'80, 

there was plenty of (and for everyone who wished to 
till it, he would see human bE,jngs so densely cro"aad 
together as to exhaust the soil, and Cyet fail to wrins 
from it enbugh to eltt. Among a people whose sole 
means of subRistence was agriculture, he would find a. I 

la.ndless proletariate springing up, while millions more 
were clirlrying w'lth a despairing grip to their half-acre 

"\P ii' '<\, 
of earth a-piece, under a burden of raCk-rent or usury. 

g 
On the one hand', ~ would see great bodies of traders 
tiond husba'l1dn;II'1n living in So secu<'ity a;;d comfort un-t. .I\~ (V 

known in the pa:miest days of the Mughals. On the 
"other hand, he would ask himself, as I have often I\osked 

( 



myeelf, whether the prosperity of the pro"peroos is not 
highly paid fur by the poverty of th~ poor, and whether 
this splendid fa.bric of British rule does not rest deep 

• • down on a. ha.rder struggle for life. 
• I shall endeavour to pres~t a, few soenes of the 

panora.~a. .hich would t~UR pass before his eyes. There 
a.re aU. the signs at present of a new depa.rture in oqr 
dea.lings with India, and it is of the ntmost importance 

.that the EnglIsh nation should realize the actua.l facts. 
My ~sire is so to state these facts that they may be 
read and .remembered by numbers of my countrymen. 
It ~ill be 1D no vaingloriOlHI spirit that I c01~trast what 
has bee~ith what is. In thlllking of her work in 
Indla, Great <rBrltam may proudly look ba.ok, but she 

• ll\llst also look anxlo~ly forward. If, lU these pre4 
lIminary pages, I dwe~ on what England has anoow· 
phshed m India, It ... S ooly that I n;lay clea.r the way 

• • • for stating with the greater ~mpha.sls what England 
has yet to do for the lndlan people. 
~IDdian frontier affairs lJave ~ately occupied much 

• • 
attention, and I.shall commence my sketch by a glance 
at the frontiers of IndIa 1D the last century. India 

• 
IS a great three-cornered oorlhtry, stretching south. 
ward from ASIa lUto the Eiea. Its northern bb.se rests 
upon the Himalayan ranges; th~ .chlef ~art of its 
western side i~ashed by th~Indla.n ~cEi.n, and of 
lts eastern by the Bay of Benga, But while thu, 
gua.rded alon~ the whole length ~f its bounda.ries by 

• •• Na.ture's de£flnces, the mountam!ltancPtbe sea, it bali, 
. d h·" at Its north-eastern an Dort -westerll corners, t'!'o 
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opposite sets of ga.teways which connect it with the 
r&ftt of Asia. TJvongh these gateway., .nooessiv9 
hordes of inva.ders ha.vs ]'Oured into Inata, and in 
t11'e last century the process was still going on. Each 
• set of new-comerS pluntiered and massacred without 
merey and without restraint. • During 700· ye:rs, the 
~a.rring races of Centra.l Asia and Afghanista. filled 
up their measure of bloodshed and pillage.to the full. 
Sometimes they returned With their spoil to their 
mountains, leaving desolatIOn behind; sometImes.. they 
killed off or drove out the former inhabitlmts, and 
se~tled down in India as lords of the Boil;4 sometr~eB 
they founded Imperial dynastIes, destmed tel ~rIlBhed, 

each in its turn, by a. new host swarmtbg into IndIa 
..,hrough the Afghan passes. :rh the middle of the laat 
c~ntury, six such inroads on a ~refl.t scale took place 
in twenty-three years. The tirst was led by a soldier 
of fortune from Persll~: who slaughtered Afghan and 
Indian alike; the last fivo wore regular Afghan 
• • r" 
mV&Slons. 

The precise meaning of the word i~vasion in India 
during the last century, may be gathered from the 
following facts. It ~gnified not merely a. host of 
twenty to a hundred thousand barbarians on the 
march, payin~ fOf"llothmg, and eatmg up every town, 
and cotta~, and farIll, 'ard; burnmg fHd shmghtering 
on the slightest ~ovocation, and often in mere sport. 
It usually also meantaa. grand final sack a'Gd massacre at 
the capual of tliWinvt.lded country. Here is the account 
'of the fate of Delhi In the first ()f the SIX inV8.S1vllS lD 



~ em 4.~ msan.t. 

,the middle -of the la.st century ...... an account. drawu ~p 
by the least rhetorical and most philosophical 'of Indian 
historians, the father of John Stuart Mill. Delhi h~ 
peacefully opened its ga.t~s to the strangers, bu. a 
brawl ha.d afterwards ariseno between the troops atrd 
the ojt~.zen~. 'With the firRt light of the morning.' the 
invading leader, 'N3di~, issued forth, and, dispersing 
bands of soldiers in every direction, ordered them to 
sla.ughter -the inha.bitants, without regard to age or 
sex,...in eViry street or avenue in which the body of 
a murdered Persian should be found. From sunrise to • 
midtlay the sabre raged; and by that ti~e not less 
than 800~ were numbered with the dead. During thE 
massacre and"pillage the city was Stlt on fire in severa] 
pla.ces.' At the end· e£ a fifty-eight days' sack, t~ 
plunderers went off wi4h their booty, leaving the ca.pi;al 
stripped, burned, and desolate. 

On this 'tirRt o~ the six Ill""sions, then, 8000· men, 
women, and childrQn were hacked to pieces in one 
forenoon in the stl'eets of the capital. But the Persian 
general knew how to stop the massacre at his pleasure . • 'rhe Afghan leadcrs had less authority, and their :five 
great invasions during the thit4teen middle years of the 
la~t century form one of the most appalling to.l~s of 
bloodshed and wanton cruelty ever inflicted on the 
human race. .in oue of these~nva.sions~ t~ miserable 
capita.l, Delhi, aga.in opened her galjs and received the 
Afghans as @tIlcsts. Yet for sev.ra' weeks, Dot merely 
for six bours on this occasion, th~ cit_n8~er, expoled 
to every' foul enormity which a blrbt!:ria.u a.rmy colitd 
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prt.Ctiae Oll .. prostrate foe. Meanwhile the Afgltd. 
oavalry were 800uljng the country, slaying, bUl1ling, 
&1\d mutilating in the meanest hamlet as in the grea.test 
tOwn. They took especial delight in sacking the holy 
p1aces of the Hindus, a'bd murdering the defenceless 

• votaries at the shrines. For. example, on~ gang of 
2:;,000 Afghan horsemen swooped down u~on the-sacred 
city of Muttra during a festival, while it w,s thronged 
with peaceful Hindu pilgrims ell gaged in their devotions. 
'Tbey burned the houses,' says the Tyrcyles6 hsuit 
TieHenthaler, who was in India at that tIme,.' togethflr 
,;Jth their i,nmates, slaughtering otherI'! with the sword 
and the lance i hauling off into captivity mll'tdens and 
youths, men and women. In the temples thOey slaughtered 
~()WS,' the sacred animal of t.he Hindus, C and smeared 
t~e images and pavement with H.e blood.' 

It is needless to quote further froln the ta.le of Aft,"han 
atrocities in tl:le last century. They ~ent 0;' year aftAr 
yea.r, the Afghans being too loosel., organized to serve 
as a bMrier against tte bosts from' Centra.l Asia, q,nd 
always ready for an Indian 'invasio\\ On their OWL 

aocount. The border-land between Afghanistan and 
India. lay sil~nt and wa&te; indeed, districts far within 
the frontier, which had once been densely inhabited, 
and wh:ch ,!U'e nO'r,..again thickly peopled, were swept 
bare of lDhf~bitants. TJ.lls Gujranw8.la;~the seat of the 
anoient capital of "the Punjab in Buddhist times, was 

( 

utool'ly depo1u!ated. ~ Its present i~ha.bita.nts are illl-
mrgrantaJ of oObl.-paratively recent da.te. 'l'he district, 
w b.ich was thus .str-lpped of its inhabita.nts in the last 



century, bu l101r .. neilf' poptllauon or over WI I a 
million souls, The Afgban qnestiC:B lurvives to thit 
day, but its present form, although by no means auJ -of solution, is prefera.ble to the shape in which it p1\. 
sented itself in the last century. 

In !ilie 14st century, ~owever, inva.sions sun inroa.ds 
w~re yearly events a.long the whole frontier of Iudi". 
The Hima!aYa.n mountains, instead of sel'ving &8 a. 
northern wall to shut out aggressors, formed a. line of 
fastnesses from which the hill races poured down upon 
the plains~ For fifteen hundred miles along their base 
stre~hed a thick belt of territory which no o~e dared to 
cultivate. --This silent border-land varied from twenty 
~o fifty miles in breadth, a.nd embracaa a total a.rea. of 
30,000 square miles, that yielded no food for man, bu, 
teemed with wild beasWJ, which nightly sallied forth to • ravage the herds and hamlets in the open countl'Y 
beyond. Slfch a Lorder-land S!lemed to the mise-ra.ble 
villagers on the plaiu to be the best possible frontier; 
for its dense jungles served as -some sort of barrier 
against the invllIions of the wild Himalayan races, and 
it bred deadly fevers which made havoc of armies that 
attempted a passage through i~ Indeed: the ancient 
Hindu la.ws of Mauu, written more than 2000 yall.rs "'go, 
orda.ined, as a protection to a royal.city or kingdom, a. 
belt of wildernces twenty mile, a.rou~d rt i: plaoe of 
fortifications; a.nd the peasantry of N.rthern India were -tha.nkful in the la.st century for thettract of disea.se-Iaden 
jungl~ which, to a ~ertain extent,arlefe8'del th~ frch 
the savage hillmen beyond. 



'10 D~""iJtfll1" 1ft, NorfJa..1Atd 1Jsftgal. 

Suoh wu the etate of tbe norhb-weatern and the long 
northern boundary of India. before the establishment ()f 
British rule. A giance at the north-eastern border dis
clbses a still more p$lllful <picture. The history of the 
fertile valley of Assam, .n the north-eaatern corner of 
India, is one long narrative of invasion and extermination. 
4nciently the seat of a. powerf~l Hindu kingdom, whose 
ruined forts of massive hewn stone we find buried in the 

• 
jungle, A.ssam was devastated, like the rest of Eastern 
Benga.l, by the fanatICal Muhammadan invaders in the 
fifteenth century from the west. A fierce aborlgina.l 
raoo (the Koch) next swooped down on it" front the 

~ 

north. I They in turn were crushed by anotbeJlOaboriginal 
race (the Abams) from the east; and these again were 
J:leing exterminated by the BurmcRe from the sonth: 
when they implored the Englisb to interfere. During 
tte I~st century, ll1rge trac~s of Assam were depopup\ted, 
and throughout that prOYlUce and Eas'tern Bengal 30,000 
square miles of fertile frontier dLiltricts lay waste. In 
addition to these systematic invasions, the smaller bill 
tribes every autumn rushed down upon the miserable • 
hamlets which were left, and drove away the women 
and the cattle. 

The grea.t mountain wall round Northern India failed 
therefore, till the fu-itish came upon the scene, to afford , . ' 
any securiiy to the In4ian races. The~ea, which forms 
the natural defenC(tof the rest of the country, was in like , . 
manner only a sourc. of new dangers. Qn the Bay of , 
Bengal"the'pinWes h";:>m the BurmeSe coast sailed up the 
~reat rivers, bUfniAg the villages, massacring or carrying 



oft itttld slavery the lnhabitants. The first En,lish iur
'1eyof, in the second halI of the last pentul'Y, entered on 
his maps a fertile and now populous tract of a thouae.nd 
square miles on the sea.-boarJ, as bare of villa.g~s, with tJle 
1!ignifieant wOllds written acro8t!l it, I Depopulated by thtt 
Maghs,' or·sea.-robbers. . A fleet was ineffectually main
tained by the Muhammadan Government to keep open 
the river ~h;nnels, and a heavy impost, whose nard:e 
survives to the present day, although the tax itself has 
long been abolished, was in vain levied for this service
On the otj1er side of the peninsula in the Indian Ooean, 
pira.~ was conducted on Q grander scale. W ~lthy ra.ja.s 
kept up hmurious ~urts upon the extortions which their 
pirate fleets levied from tradmg vtJ8seis, and from the 
villages along the coast. The truth is, that the natura. 
defences of India, the .nJountams and the sea, were in 
the last century equa,lly powerless to protect the Indi:n 
races. 

This state of things could not be permitted under 
British rule, and the first busin:ss of the English wal 
to Secure India f,om tor~ign invaSIOns. The sea-robbers 
were effeotively doalt with. One of Clive's achieve
ments was rooting out the pirlfte npsts or the south
western coast j and the Indian navy, after swtleping the 
robber hordes from the sea, and renooring Indlan waters 

• • Q \) • 

as safe as the HhgI1Sh Cbannel"j:imshed Its pork nme-
teen years ago, and was abohshed ind861. The unruly 
tribes of th61 Himalayan frontiO's· bad always their 
hill fastnesses to r;treat to. Their s'*'jugatu:lJl took'a 
IODgep time, and is less complete, a~ opr troublea with 



Afghanistan still a.tt.est. Bat by persuasion, and, when 
neoossary, by o~tisement, we ha.ve taught the wild 
raoos along the wbole no-rtl1arn and nQrth-eastern frontier, 

< 
f8r a distance of 1500 miles, the lesson that they must 
please keep qUlet, a.nd bfltake themselves to some other 
livehhood than the pillage of ,the husband\nen on the 
Rlains. Most of them have proved apt scholars. The 
great kingdom of Nepal on the north. wtu~h forced us 
to correct its mveterate practice of l'aidmg by two cam
paIgns, followed by pal tlal annexation, haS<] for the last 
sIxty years, been our firm ally, and hurried out Its arm4=ls 
to our bel12 lU the Mutmy of 1857. At one tIme during 
this long interval, the dynastIC mtrlgues, alwa.ys ferment
ing In a native court, threateued to brmg the Nepalese 

\Jnto conflict With the BrItish; and on that occasion the 
whole kmgdom of Nepal was k<lpt loyal to Its treaties, 
through a prolonged ('rIBlS, by the.. firmness and skill of 
a single Enghshman, :3rlan Hodgson. C1ther na.~ive 
states, hke the prIDClpahty of Kuch Behar, at once 
settled down mto peaceful mdustry. Its first a.nd only 
treaty With us, dated 1773, rem/lmB unbroken by either 
party to thiS day, a monument of mutu~l good faIth. 

A firm frontIer bemb establIshed ID Northern IndIa, 
the peasautry spread thpmselves out upon the unoccupIed 
border lauds, Tbe".task of reclalmmg these tracts has 

~ 
been a. neallY one. In some parts, as,,-\n the now pros-
perous dlstrlCt of t.Goafpara WIth Its half-mIllion of in

habItants, more mone.; was spent, untIl twouty-five years 
a.go, by,tGovern...:Ient,.,lD rewards for lullIng the WIld 
8.nllllBls than the whole sum rea.lized from the land 
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revenue. This broa.d' belt of wa.ste land along the 
frontier wa.a, almost t,he only unoccupied tel'1'ioory which 
the British Government couM grant to European settlers . 

• The first Rritish capitalists bad to. do battle alike wit\!. . , 
the ba.nditt\ and the wild beasts. We read in the manu .. 
script records of 1788 of a Mr. Raush~ one of the earliest 
English mercltants in Assam, who. made an allianoe 00 

his own aceount with the local raJa, and sent a. private 
regiment of 700 men to the aid of that prillce. While 
the natives ·Df India have pushed their nce cultivation 
towards ~e foot of the mountains, English oapitalists 
hav~ dotted their slopes With tea-plantlttlOlls.. Not less 
than 13,Ol)O square mIles of bOlder-districts have been 
reclaimed, and yield each year at the lowest estimate 
eighteen millions sterlIng wDrth Df produce. The ter/) 
gardens alone exporteCi last year three mIllions sterlil}g 
worth of te~, chiet,ly'to England. 

The unsettled frontier of the)last century, meant that 
sixty thousand square miles of hDrder-Iand (double the 
whole area of SCDtland.), were abandoned to jungle and 
the wild bea.st~ not because there were no people to 
cultivate the SDll, but bel'ause they did not dare to do 
so. It signified that tracts which might have yielded, 
and which WIll yet yield, thirty millions sterhng wort,h 
of food each year, lay unbilled th'r9ugh tE'JTor of the 

~ , 
turbulent hill races. The secultlty gIven l1y a century 
vi BrItish rule in these frontier di~rictSl means Ij~tX)O 
square miles~ already brought uider the plough, graw
ing each year eighteen milliods iterling "'worth' of 
produce, or more than the average. norma.l cost of 
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t,he .• Indian army-and tb~ wbo!e defence of. t.be .~ 
Empire. 
. The task of freeing Indiil/ from foreign invasion was, 
• 9owever, only the iil'st of many heavy responsibilities 

which onr acquisition of the country eLtailed. The • dying throes of the Mllghal Empire had let loose i~ 
disbanded or revolted armies upon the ,people. The 
troops, finding that their pay was no longer lorthcoming 
from the Muhaminadan treasury, lived by open pillage. 
In what are now the most peaceful and m"st populous 
districts of Bengal, there were, in the last centlN'Y, stand
ing campS<' of banditti. Many of nhe principal n~tive 
families, being ruined by the exactions of the "Mu.-alma.n 
ba,x.gatherers, betook themselves to~ plunder. They 
~heltereu the banditti on their estates, levied black-mail· 
EltOm the surrounding villages a!f the price of immunity 
trom ~depredation, and shared in tue ,J>iJIage of such's 

~ ~ 

would not come to terms. Their country-houses wel'e 
robber-strongholds, anp the English judges of t~e last 
century have left it on record tlll!;t a gang-robbery never 
occurred without a landed propl'ietor bei,cg at the bottom 
of it. 

Lawlessness breeds lawlessness, and tho miserable 
peasants, stripped of their little hoards, were forced to 
become pl~delers.itl their turn. Many' husbandmen,' 
says an official reportt.f of 1771, 'wh~ have hitherto 
borne the first of ~haracters among their neighbours, 
pUlsue this lJ!.st reso~oe to procure. them~lvee a Ijub
~stenoe.);; The tJ0llrlt::il at Calcutta. reported in 1772 
that organized gstngs of robbers were burning,p1tlllder-
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ing, a.nd ravaging the interior d~striQt8 of Bengal in 
Bodies (If 50,000 men. 'fhe Enghsh found no police 
in India to cope Wlth this g;eat evil. Each village had 
its lfatchman, but the Village watchman would ha:", 
been powerless against tpe l:Obber-gangs, and 80 he 
entered into league with them. For!lo time the East , 
India CompatI,Y's troops were constantly engaged against 
the bandltti. In 1773 we heal' of our Sepoys (being 
totally defeated' by a rohber horde, and' theIr English 
leader with-the whole party cut off! But by degrees 
thes? vaSit a.rmies of bandlttl were broken up, and 
scattered themselves over thu country in smalter gangs. 

Such lawlessness was the normal condItlOn of all 
India for'a, full half-century, and in some provinces for 
many centuries, before the advent of British rule. 11 
long succession of lDvaders durmg iOO years ha.d crushed 
beneath theJD the ilreceding races. In many inst,nces, • • the previous inhabItants were driven from their fields 
a.ltogether and forceil to take rifuge III the mountains 
or jungles. They thel,l became what is called in India 
a, 'depressed rllCe,' or a 'predatory caste.' In every 
province we find one or more of these .depressed or 

• • va.nquished raoes, such as the Bhars of Ouflh, the BhHs of 
Jalaun, the Gaulis of the Central Provinces, the Oha.ndals 
lmd Bundelss oj Bundelkhand, th~ ,.UllillS .0£ Assam, 
besides the numerous hill tri\es scatterell over the 
oountry. In the last oontury, there 'ere over a hundred 
hereditary 'pMdatory castes' o? marauding hill yd 
forest tribes in IndIa, and many·of.t~eir nam3s survive 
to our days iu the census or 1871;, that is to say, 
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there were more than one hundred resolute commnni
ties openly living. {FI)D!l generatIon to generation by 
plunder . 
• Bere, then, was a great orgamzatlOu of the criminal 

classes, which had long eXIsted, and whlCh ihe English 
had to pnt down withont the aId of any regn1flor pobcE>. 
At first the Company's servants attempteil to extIrpate 
()Flme by eopymg the cruel cFlmlllal code )f.the Musal
mans. Warren HastlDgs, for example. made a law tb~t 
every convlCted gang-robber should be ex~cuted; that 
he should be executed III all the forms and terJ!IQrs of the . 
natue lawa In hIS own vIllage; that hIS whole famlly 
should be made slaves, and that every mhablta'lt of the 
village should be fined. Tilf' gang-robbers retaliated 
~y tnoendiarism on a great scale throughout the country. 
Ie 1780 they were beheved to havo caused the confla
gratlgn of Calclltta WhICh burned 'aoWn 15~000 hOllses. 
Nearly 200 people perIshed m the flames. t Deduct,' 
saith the deed for th~ Benares DIstrIct for the year 
1782, (deduct tho devastationsll etc., of two months' 
dIsturbances, 8icca rupees 666,666,' 011' over £70,000. 
( A few nlgh~s a.go,' says a Calcutta newspaper of 1780, 

( 

'four armed men entered the house of a Moorman, 
near Chowrlnghl,' the prInCipal street, r and carried off 
hib daugh~il'.' .. Nq batlve ever ventured out after dusk 
with a good shawl on ; Ihld it was the InvaFla.hle practIce, 
even In Enghsh m~nslOns in Calcutta, for the porter to 
lo~k the outEW door at the commence:ment bf each mool, 
and not to open it" again tIll the butler brought him 
wo"it, that the pl&te was safely shut up In Its strong box. 
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Olear eases of fire-ra.ising are constantly recorded, ~nd 
at length it W8IS gravely recommended C that all those 
owning straw houses should- have a. long bamboo with 
three hookF! at. the end to catch .the villains/ 

.All this ¥s changed. Strange as it may sound, there 
is now less crime in India thtl.n in England. For each 
million pel'Sons in England and Wales there are about 
870 criminals always in gaol. In India, where the 
police is very completely organized, there are omy 614 
prisoners in gaol for each million of the people. More
over" in Bngland and Wales there are 340 women in 
gaol for each million of the female popillatlon, while 
in India they have only twenty-eight women in gaol 
for each million of the female population. The petty 
offences, punished by a fine, are also less numerous inJ 

Bengal than in Engllfnd, compared with the totr.-l 

number of illhabitQ.nts. These ~aol retllr~s are SAme
times misleading, owing to differences in the class of 
pnnishment indicted, but I have .. satisfied myself that 
the above figures 8l1bsta~tially represent the facts. The 
use of troops against banditti is now a thing of the past. 
The existence of au army iF! le~s realised, in a rllrtl 
district of Bengal than in an Enghsh shire. Of the 
sixty-thr'ee millions of people in that province, probably 
forty millions go, through life withoUt) ev~r l!OOing the 
face of a soldier. 

A century of British rule ha.s, tb'refore, not only 
secured the I..rdmu troutier from ~nvadel'S,., but it ha¥ 
freed the interior of India from. ban~iVti~ How hs tblS 

res1l1t been achieved? Pal·tly by legislation and pa.rtly 
11 
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by police. The English in India recognised the fa.6t 
that they had a spooiaJ eJ8o$S of crimes to deal with, aDd 

t~y framed a special dep~rtment of criminal law to 
put tbos~ crimes down. 'The dakait8 or sang-robhe1"8 
of Bengal,' so runs a. State pa.per written ill,.1772, 'are 
not, like the robbers of Engla.nd, individuals driven to 
such desperate courses by sudden wantJO Tbey are 
robbers by profession f:Lnd even by birth • They are 
formed into regula.r communities, and their families 
subsist by the spoils which they bring home to them.' 
'1.'hese spoils were frequently brought from @'reat dis~ 
tanoes; and peaceful villages 300 miles up the Ganges 

, lived by housebreaking in Ca.lcutta.. A specia.l law was 
therefore framed againsv the crime of dakaiti, or g8Dg~ 
\ 'obbery, that is to say, robbery committed by five or 
IQore persons. Another speoiai orime wa.s thagi, or 
strangling, dexterously performed °bt band.,s of profes
sionsJ. murderers disgu~sed as travelling merchants 01' 

pilgrims. The thag8 a.~ dakaits, or"hereditary stranglers 
and gang. robbers, thought none, the worse of themRelves 
for their profession, and were regarded ~y their country
men with anJLwe whioh in the last century could hairdly 
be distinguished from respect. t I am a thag or strangler 
of tne Royal Records,' one of these gentlemen was good 
enough ~. ex,lai~ ' to an English officer: 'I aud my 
fathers have been pllDiessional stranglers for twenty 
genera.tioDs.' A~ordiDgly specialla.ws were framed to 
~l with t}le crime'"' of t being a fJ"ag' itt professiona.l 
strangler. _ 

Special la.ws; however, would have done very little 
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without special police, A separate depa.rtment of the 
criminal administration was therefore created to deal 
with these widespread speeial orimes of India. It ta.s 
e~eeti'1ely done its work. So.me time ago, I was taken 
to visit th~ principal gaol of one of the Indian provinces. 
At parting, when I was tha.nkmg the governQr of the 
prison for al1.he had shown me, he exclaimed: ' Ah I there 
is one thing more we must not forget to see.' He took 
me to a well-velltilated, comfortable room in the gaol 
hospital, w!ere, lolling upon pillows, reclined a reverend, 
white-bearded man. 'This,' he said, 'is the last of our 
thrtgs. He alone survives of the batoh which we received 
twenty-five years ago! I found that t1te v~nerable' 

strangler had been {o\' fifteen years enjoying himself i) 
the hospital, the object of ~uch soliCItude to the doctors, 
and his life carefully prolonged by medioal oomforts, .. s 
a.n interestillg relif of the past. • - ' Nevertheless, this problem also presents itself from 
time to time, althouOgh in a ml1igated form. The old 
predatory castes, the P,Ilrvivals of down-troddetl, half
exterminated races under the native dynasties, still 
cling to their wandering life. jJut most "f them, like 
the Bediyas, are now merely gipsy familieR, who l'oam 
from village to village, earning a little rioe by their 
singing and jUigling, or by their- ,exoorit,- as bird
oa.tohers, basket-weavers, and 'fortune-tellers. Their 
boldest flight in robbery is the plfering of a stray 
chicken or kfti. l\l recently anJ'exed paats of Ind~, 
boweverl as in the province of O/d~, the old predatory 
clUB still give trouble. A special law, entitled the 



Oriminal Tribes Act, h. accordingly been levblkd 
apinst them, and is occa.siou'AUy enforcerl. For exa.mple, 
in~he Gonda district of. Or::Jh,.which pa.ssed under Brit.ish 
nle only in 1855, there is a. caste of professional thieves 
ca.lled Barw'rs. They sp~ead over the country in com .. 
munities of forty or fifty, and have no objection to rob 
temples, but will not steal cattle. They. go ou mGl'e 
distant expeditions in parties of two or th»ee. Their 
plunder is fairly divided, a portioD being set apart to 
buy offerings of goats and ardent spirits to t'beir patron 
goddess, and a fixed percentage being paid to-tbe.land
bolder of the village. They carryon their trade with 
hereditary skill i but the rules of their religion sternly 
restrict their operations to the daytime, between sunrise 
~nd suuRet. Any Barwar stealmg by night is ignomini
o\l81y turned out of the caste.' 1n'1869, these 8crupuhus 
gentlemen numbered 2500 in a· slPgle pargana br 
parish. But they have,"under British rule, sunk from 
their ancient dignity a" a hereditary robber-community, 
a.nd, like myoId friend the prof~ssional strangler in the 
gaol hospital, they are regarded with Much interest by 
the local autij,orities as a. relic of the past. They have 

~ 

been placed under the operation of the Criminal Tribes 
Act, and are now betaking themselves to the more 
commonplliCe 6)alltn'gs of small husbandmen and petty 
pilferers. 'Throughouttilmost the whole of British India. 
the ancient specia.'t crimes ha.ve been extirpated. The 
o\sl oriminalotribes firtd it more profitable'to be on the 
side of the la.w tli'a.n. a.~a.inst it, and now seek employment 
as deteotives or house-wa.tohmen. We ha.ve seen how 
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the India.n na.vy, after having swept the ".sea of piracy 
and cleared out the robbe .... nests at the river mouths, 
finished ita work, and was 1'bolished nineteen years &BO' 
In bke ma.nner, the old lawlessness in the interior ~a.s 
now disaPfelltred, and the special branoh of the criminal 
administration known 8,8 the Tha'}i and Dakaiti or 
Stra.nglers' ~d Gang-robbers' Department, bas practi
cally cea.s~d from Its opera.tions in British India. 

We have of late years heard a great deal about Indian 
famines. i'he heart of Eugland has been touched by 
tales of lluffering and privation on a vast sCMe, and the 
charity of England has llowed forth on a ~ale equally 
munifioent. Famme is now recognised as one of the. 
most difficult problems with whioh the Indian A.dminis
tration has to deal. A hundred years ago it was regarde! 
not as a problem of 6dministration, but as a visitat.jon 
of God utterly beytlnd the control of man. W~en the 
rains, on ;bich the crops dep~nded, feU 'short, no crops 
were reared, and the people pe\lshed, Sometimes their 
failure was confined to a single district, and only a few 

• 
thousand £amiijes starved to death. Sometimes theIr 
failure extended to a. province, and the victims were 
counted by hundreds of thoutauds. M~re rarely the 
rains failed over a still greater area, and, as in 1770, a 
third of the whole popUlation pt!l'isbe~. .The 10s8 ot 
life was Qccept:d in ea.ch case l\'J a n~tU1'al smd a.n inevit
able consequence of the loss of the'rop. 'l'he earth had 
J1elded no ftlod, ~nd so the peo~e, in th-. ordlDary :nd 
legitima.te oourse of things, die!. ':Phe fam~e of 1837 
left behind so terrible a memory,' that to this day the 
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pea.aants of Hamirpur employ it 808 an 'Qa by which to 
CAloulate their ages. Such Mla.mities are aooepted && 

the ordinary and inevitaHe visitation. of Providence in 
As!e.. It is said that the ;ecent famine i.l Northern 
China. stripped la.rge tract!! of one-half their mha.bitants. 

Here is a bird's-eye view of a single famtne in the 
last century, taken aJmost word for 'Word from the . 
official records. ( The fields of rice,' one of Jibe n1ttive 
superintendents of Bengal reported in the autumn of 
1769, 'are beoome like fields of dried straw.' .' The mor
tality,' wrote the President of the Bengal CouD&il in the 
following spring-t the mortality, the beggar~ ex.ceed all 
.descl'iption. Above one-third of the inhabitants have 
perished in the once plentiful province of Purniah, and 
i\'- other parts the misery is equal! All through the 
sti~ing summer of 1770 the people went on dying. The 
husba~dmen sold their cattle, they Beld their Implemerts 
of agriculture; they devotlred their seed-grain; they sold 
their sons and daughters, till at ~ength no buyer of 
childrfln could be found; they ate the leaves of trees and 
the grass of the field; and lD June 1 770'fthe Resident at 
the Darbar affirmpd that the living were feeding on the 
dead. Day and night a torrent of famished and disease
stricken wretches poured into the great cities. At an 
early perioCt,of the yoar, pestilence had broken out. In 
:March Wl~ find small-JX>x at MurshidlMd, where it 
glided through the41 vicerega.l guards, a.nd cut off the 
Prince Sa-Hat,in his p\'Llace. The streets ~ere blooked 
up l with 'promisc~us ~heaps of the dying and dead. 
IntermAnt could not do its work quiok enough j even the 
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40gs and jaeka.ls, the public scavengen of the East, 
became unable to &ooomplish their revolting work, and 
the multitude of mangled and festering corpses at length 
threa.t.ened tile existenCe ot the citizens. • 

Two years a.fter the dearth; Warren Hastings made a. 
progress tbugh Bengal, a.nd he delibera.tely states the 
loss to ha.ve been' at leash one-thIrd of the inhabitl8onts,' 
or probablI a.bout ten milhons of people. NilJ6teen years 
later, the next Governor-Geueral, Lord Cornwallis, bad 
still to rep.rt to the Court of Directors that one-third of 
the Cotqpany's territory in Bengal was ' a jungle in
habited only by wild beasts.' 
. In that terrible summer of 1770, in which ten millions 
of peasants perished, only £9000 were distributed to 8.ld 
the starving population of Bengal. A century la.tel" 
m the much milder Bengal scarcity of 1874, the British 
Government spent .lose on four millions sterlin" a~d 
during the-five y~ars endmg 1878, it devoted over four
teen u.KlliOns sterhng in £eedmg Its people during famine. 

, . 
Here IS one great dJ:fference between the last century 
and the presen~ one. ~ut it is by no means the most 
Important difference. In the la.st century, neither the 
Government nor the people thdbght that tt was poSSIble 
to deal with 8. great IndIan famme. Any snch Afforts 
were, in the words of the Benga.1i p¥overb, merely water-

I • • mg the tup of a'tree whose roots" a1'C cut. In. the present 
century, earnest efforts have been raade to bring famine 

• WIthin admitlistT'ative control. .. vast organlza.tion of 
• • t preventive and remedia.l agenciel is eons.t&n.Uy kep'li in 

readiness to dea.l wlth the perlodlca.lly tecnrring dea.rths. 



c.n.:ts, irriga\WD works of m&ny kinds, l'&i1wa18, rotods. 
tte&~boatsl II.nd evert improved form of modern com
munica.tion, together with &ate cha.rity in India and the 
lIIU.nmcent benevolence- of t!e British natiot. a\ home.
these are the weapons wtth which the Indian Govern-

\ 

ment now does battle a.gainst famine. 
That battle is not yet won. Many IndIa.n a<1m1Dlstra

tors of great experience, both English II.nQ native, still 
believe that, when a real famine has onc; devolopM 
itself, it is impossible to prevent a terrible )OS8 of life. 
This is a subject which will require very faithful dealing. 
The temptation in modern times is not to g~udge State 
aid during famine, but to lavi!lh the public funds wlth an 
open hand, so that each official may be able to say that 
,"lothing which money could a.ccomplish for the starving 
population was left undone. 'rhe problem of Indian 
f"mine is still unsolved; but it h/l.s been a.ccepted ,by 
all eArnest aoministra.tars as one fo}' which we must 
:lind a solution. The famIDe of 1877 and 1878 is ~poSE:d 
to have raised the mOl't~lity from 35 to 63 pe- thousand 
causing from disease aud sta.rvation thl',ngho11t all 
India an excess of 5i million deaths. B~t the cultivated 
a.rea in the stricken trao...s was greater, by 120,000 acres, 
a.fter the famine than before it. Heart-rending as was 
the calamity, it prorluced no results analogous to thost' 
of famines(. in 'the lJast :entury and ea! ly years of the 
present one, when ' ~alf the ryotB were credibly reported to 
have perished,' when the la.nded cla'!ses we,;e completely 
di~rganized, and.a th~l'd of the Ia.nd relapsed into jungle. 

The effect of t~mine in modern times upon the growth 
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of the population i!J almost imperceptible. Taking the 
whole scarcities 01 the Pllst thittf yea.rs3 the Oommia
sioners estimate tbe annual deatbs from the diseasetl Itnd 
all other causes connected ;"'itb fltmine at I less than~ 
per 1000' of the inhabitants. • Permanent depopulation 
fl'om a.ny &.use is now unknown. No frontier belt is 
left. waste through fear of invasionts from the north, no 
provinces are ·swept clean by Marhatta cavalry from the 
8011tb, no villages are laid waste by internal banditti, 
and no disjjricts are now stripped of inha.bitants by 
famine. In the last century all these causes of depopu--lation were at work. The ql1ick-growing juqgle spread 
over tbe deserted la.nd, and the fierce beasts of the tropics 
were the undisputed lords of fertlle tracts. In the old 
revenue accounts of the native Government during the' 
la.st century, there was a column in each district for • paltitika or cleserted lands, literally t the lands from which 

• the people liad fle~.' Even tel! years after the famIne 
of 1770, a once poplllous dIstrict was a silent jungle; • and in 1780 a small body of Sepoys could with difficulty 
force its way thr~ugh it~ forests. 'For 120 miles,' says 
an eye-witness, ( they marched through but an exteU'Sive 
wood, all the way a perfect ~ldel'De~s;· sometimt's a. 
small village presented itself in the midst of these jungles, 
WIth a little cultivated ground aroun<l it, btrd~ sufficient 
to encamp the two battalions., ThJse woods abound 
with tigers and bears, whIch infestld the camp every 
night, but did.no other damage tho ~rrying oft a child 

• • k ' a.nd kIlhug some of the gentlemen. blL!gage-b.11oc ,. 
As the 1'l1ra1 communities reliDquish~d their ha.mlets 
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8.WJ..dr~"e1Oser tog~ther towards the centre of .. ~biet; 
tliewild beasts pre/ilel3tfhungrily on theirrear~ In.vftJn 
theJD&st India Company oifered a reward for eaobtige.r's 
lfead sufficient to ma.intain ~ peasant's family in comfort 
for three months-an ilit!m of outlay which {)urofti~s 
deemed so important, that when, in the finanoial el'isis 
of 1790-91, the Treasury had to suspend all payments, 
it.made the tiger-money a.nd diet allowan~ {or prisoners 
tbe sole exceptions to the rule. In vain it spent the 
whole la.nd-revenue of a frontier district in. rewards for 
killing wild beasts. A belt of jungle filled witb ferocious 
animals l~ for years around the cu1t.ivated l!Lud. The 
official records frequently speak o£ the mail-bag being 
oarried off by tigers, and the custom of the mail-runners 
earrying a bell to scare away the wild beasts survived to 
our own day. Lord Cornwallis, in 1789, had to sanction 
~ . 

a. grantof public money to £re6 theClilitary road thro\lgh 
Bengal from the depredations of these anima.ls. . • 

'rhe ravages of the wild elephants were on a larget' 
( 

soale,and their extermination formed one of the most 
impQrtant duties of the British ·officers.after the country 
passed under our rule. Tigers, leopa.rds, and wolves 
slew their thousands 'of men and their hundreds of 
thousands of cattle. But the herd of wild elephants WIliS 

&bsolutely~resistles5; lifting off roofs, pushing down walls, 
trampling a villagb und,er foot as if it ~re a city of sand 
which a child had ~uilt upon the shore. In two parishes 
alone, during the l~st few years of the natJfve ad mini&tra
~Jo.n, fif~-si~ lwcnlet~ with their sur~ounding la.nds. f had 
all been destroyed and gone to jungle, ca.used by the 
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depredations of "Wild elephants.' Another official return 
statels that forty market villages throughout Birbbim 
d~triet had been deserted ~m the same cause. La~ 
reductions bad to be made in the land-tax, and the East 
India ComP!'ny borrowed tame 61ephante from the native • Vioeroy's stud in order to catch the wild ones. ' I had 
ocular proof 0l! my journey,' writes ao English officer in 
1791, 'of th~ir ravages. The poor timid native ties hit 
cot in a tree, to which he retires when the elephants 
approach, anti silently views the destruction of his cottage 
and the w~ole profits of his labour.' • One night,' writes 
an English surveyor in 1810, 'although I had a guard, 
the men of the village close to my tent retired to the 
trees, and th~ women hid themselves among the oattle, 
lea.ving their huts a prey to the elephants, who know) 
very well where to look for grain. Two nights before. 
some of them had unrtJofed a hut in the village, and had 
eaten up all" the g~ain which a 1:>oor family pos8es;ed.' 
'Most fortunately for the popul,tion of the country,' 
wrote the greatest elephant-hunter of the last oentury, 

• , they delight in t~e sequestered range of the mountains; 
If they preferred tho pla.ins, whole kingdoms would be 
laid waste.' •• 

All this is now changed. One of"the complaiuts o£ 
the modern Englishman in IndIa ill t~t 11; can so 
seldom get a. sh~t at a tiger. Wolvts are dying out 
in many provinces; the ancient In<Jan lion has dis
appeared. T~ wil~ elephant is eao rare. that he is 
specially protected by the Goverlme~, and in most 
parts of India. he can only be caught by. official liO&n08 
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IUld uud$" official supervision. Many districts have 
petitioned for a close season, so 88 to preserve the 
edible ga.~e still remaining. The only animal that 
tas defied the energy of the British official is the snake. 
One ma.y, however, judge of the 10s8 oj life by wud 
beasts in the last century fl'om the deat~s caused by 
this, their chief survivor at the present day. Tbe ascer-• 
tained number of persons who died from '1nake-hlte in 
1875 was 17,000, out of a total of 21,391 killed by 
snakes a.nd all other wild animals. The- deaths from 
wild bea.sts in the last century wert' probabl:l'ouot under 
150,000 & year. 

I sha.ll now briefly summarize some of the outward 
and obvious results of a. century of BrltIsh rule. As 

" regards the northern or HimaJayan frontIer of India, 
~he Wild hill tribes are no longer invaders, but are 
employed as loyal soldlers or- border police. As 
regards the southern' frontier of india.,· the sea, the 
pirate races have bEtAn converted into cheap and ex
cellent seamen. Indian waters are now as safe as 
the English Channel, and the Indlilon navy, havlUg: 
finished its work, is disbanded. As regards internal 
disturbances, bandltti" are uuknown, breaches of the 
law are rarer in India than 1D England, and the speCial 
departmeJlt which was created to deal with the old 
special crlm~s Jf India. now finds bo more work to 
do within the Br~lsh provinces. Famine, which in the 
last centurJ was cofrlsidered as th~ act I7f God, b~yond 
a.ny baip of man, tIas been a.ccepted as the great ad
ministrative problem of our day; and a vast organization 
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interposed between the Indian races and the merciless 
calatnitiets of nc.ture. As llga.rds the reclamation of • w&IIte land, fol'tI.tcrly the loca~ hero was the ma.n who 
cut down th~ jungle; DO'"" a spe"cial branch of leglsla.tion 
is required to enable the GovernlJlent to conserve what 
jangle remainf, and to plant fresh forests. These are 
a few of tb~ outward and VISIble results of & century of 
ll .. ;+"",h l'ulA in Indla. 



II. DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY,AND ITS 
PEOPLE. 

TREKI a.re other and less obvious resultj of British 
rule; and perhaps foremost among them is the develop
ment of new industrIes and the growth of ~reat centres 
of trade. Commercial cities, in our sense of ...the word, 
did not exist in anCIent India. The capltal was the 
standing camp of the monarch; its trade depended 
upon the presence of the court. Ma.gnificent emperors 
required magnificent citIes around them, and an incon
,iderate or a tyrannical prince ordered the movements 
of the citizens as he ordered the movements or hiB 

( • 'I Io1j 

troops. One cruel emperor of the house of Tughlak 
forced the whole inhq.hitants of DelhI, in the north of 
India, to migrate to his new yapital, Daulatab3d., 701) 
miles away in the distant south. Thousands perIshed 
on the road. The king twice changed hIS mind. Twice 
he allowed the miser~ble people to return to Delhi; 
twioe he compelled them on pain of death to leave it. 
One of th.es/( for6ed migrations took place during 8. 

fa.mine; a. grea.t p~rt of the 'citizens died of hunger j the 
rest were utterly bined. But, says the historia.n, C the 
emperor's orders wei'e striotly complied 'with, and the 
aDcient ... pital \'rae left desolate.' 

A. large exteJ:na.l trade was indeed an impossibility at 
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the Dative metropolis, Delbi, which lay more than a 
thousand mites from the river's mouth. But even the 
capitals of the sea.. board provinces were chosen for 
mIlitary purposes, and with sma.ll rE'gard to the cor:
merciaJ cap.abihtiea of their sitnation. ThuB, in LoweI' • 
Bengal, the :Muhammada.ns under different dynasties 
fixed in sn~sslon on SIX towns aR their capital. Each 
of these SUQceSSlve capitals was on a. river hank; but 
not one of them possessed any foreign trade, nor indeed 
could have been approached by an old East Indiaman. 
They Welle sImply the court and camp of the king or 
the viceroy for the time bemg. Colonies of skilful 
artisans settled ronnd the palaces of the nobles to supply 
the luxurious fabrIC8 of onanta] lIfe. After tbe prmce 
and court had In some new caprlce aba.ndoD~d the city,' 
the artisans remamed, and a lIttle settlement of weave,s 
was often the sole ~urvlVlng proof tha.t the d8CfYlDg . . 
town had once been a ca.pltal cfty. Thus' the exquIsite 
muslins of Dacca and the soft sIIJs of MurshlQabad still 
bear witness to the daiS when theso two places were 
successively the ~apltal of Benga.l. The artIsans worked 
in their own houses. The manufactures of IndIa were 
essentially domestlc industnes,· condncted by special 
ca.etes, ea.ch member of wlpch wove at bis own hel'edit.ary 
loom, and in hlS own village or hom!steaq. ') 
O~ of the ear1ieet results of British rule in India was 

the growth of great mercantile towntt Our ro)e derived 
its origin fr&n Ollr commerce, Ad from. the first tgte 
East India. Company's efforts we& ditected to' oreatillg 
centres for maritun6 trade. Other Earopean nations, 
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the Portuguese, the Dutch, the Danes, and the Frenobt 

ha.'Ve l-ivaJled us as mercbants and ronquerors in India, 
and each of them in turn. attempted t(, found great 
s~ports. t!'he long Indian coast, both 011 the east and 
the west, is dotted with· decaying vIllages :hich were 
once the busy scenes of those nations' early European 
trade. Of all their famons capitals in IIJdia, not one 
has now the commercial importance (If. Cardiff or 
Greenock, and not one of them has a harbour which 
would admit at low tide a. ship drawing 20 f~et. 

The truth is that It is far easier to pitch a. _mp and 
erect a palace, which, under the native dynasties, was 
synonymous with foundlDg a capital, than It is to create 
It centre of trade. Such centres must grow of them
selves, and cannot be called suddenly into existence by 
t~e fiat of the wIsest autocrat. It is in this difficult 
enterprise, in which the Portugu~se, the putch, .the 
Danes, and the ~'rench ~ad succetlsively failed, that the 
British in India have sl;''}ceeded. We make our appear
anoe in the long list of races who have rnled tha.t 
splendid empire, not as temple~builders Jike the Rmdus, 
nor as pala.c~ and tomb-builders like the Musalmans, 
nor as fort-builders lik~ the Marbattas, nor as church
builders like the Portuguese, but in the more common
place e&.pao·ty ('If toWn-builders, as a nation that had the 
talent for selecting sites ou which great commercial cities 
would grow up, antwho have in this way created a new 
inqnstria.1life. {or the Indian people. 

CaJcutt'iI: and Homba.y, the two commercial ca.pita.ls 
of India~ are essantia.lly the creations of Britiah rule. 
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Shortly after Bombay wa.a ceded by the Portuguese to 
the Bril;ish Orown in 1661, as part ofthe dower oBhe 
wife of Oharles II., the king was glad to h&n.d over his 
unprofitable acquisition, wMcb was then oonsidered ~e 
gmve of Europeans, to a. company of London merohants 
for a.n annl1a.l payment of £10 In gold. Bombay city 
has now olose on three-qua.rters of a million of inhabit
ants, livin~ entirely by oommeroe. It ranks next to 
London (if we except Calcutta and its mnnicipa.lsubnrbs) 
In the oities of the British Empire. Its population 
is nearl}!. one and a balf times that of Glasgow or 
Liverpool, and nearly double that of Manohester or 
Birmingham. 

The history of Calcutta, the metropolis of India, is 
still more striking. Together with its municipalsuburbsJ 

it has a population exceeding three-quarters of a milJion, 
or nearly double that.o£ any city in Great Britain except 
London. Less tbati two centuries ago, when our ooutry
men first settled a.t (Ilalcutta, th~7 were a. poor band of 
fllgitive merchants seeking shelter from the extortions 
of the native ruJer of Bengal; and the future City of 
Palaces consisted of three clusters of mud huts on the 
river bank. It was not their llrst o.ttAmpt; to found a 
city where they could tt'ade in peace. The sea-board 
of Bengal was the scene of many "8on ~rlieJ' and un. 
successful e1Iort." Sometimes the Englislt were driven 
awa.y by the eDOtione of the natiT~ genera.l in charge 
of the surroUndiu( district; so&etimes ~he river on 
which their little town was rising Ihifted its COill'H, a.:d 
left t~ir wharves high and dry; 80metpes the estua.ry 

c 
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whfuh ihey hll.dfixed upon ,as aha.rboll.l' l3il~qp~,,,,,~a 
long ba.nks of sa.nd. rO$e between their port and • t\l~ ~a.; 
Oalcutta on .. the eastern CVB13t of Indi&, a.nd Bomba.y On 
t~ west, a.re the result8 of h long- and patient aeries 'of 
unsucoessful efforta-tbe1 represent the survival oft~e 
fittest; and many an English heart was bfoken, a.nd 
many a hard-earned fortune lost, in attempting to fou.n~ 
ports at the mouths of silting rivers, and amid the dismal 
Bengal swamps, before Calcutta rose to its prcltd P?sition, 
next to London, as the metropolis of Ind.ia and the 
second city of the British Empire. .. 

In. one of these deserted seats of the ea.rly British 
t1'ade, I have seen the husbandman driving his plough 
over what were once the wet docks, and tuming up spars 
and rotten fragments of sloops from the furrows. Others 
of them have entirely disappeared from the ma,p. For ., 
example, the harbour on the Orissa liea-board, which was 
offioia1ly reported, as·Jatre as 1809, to ebe the safest and 
most frequented port ~n that coast, has now ceased to 
exist. The mouth of tte river has so completely silted 
up, and is so perfectly concealed. by a. dense fringe 01 
jungle, that it is almost impossible for a strange vessel 
to discover it~ A similAT ruin has, in a milder degree, 
fallen on every ancient seaport of India. All round the 
Indian coa~t, {l'om the Gulf of Cambay to the mouths of 
the lrawadi, th~ silt-bearing rivers and the sand-oharged 
tides, have built ut barriers of mud between the old 
histol'io harbours and modern commerce. 
• "his fa:te ~ould long ago have ove;taken Cal~utta. but 

for the strenuou~. efforts of our countrymen. The HugH 



rint# upon which Calcutta lieEl, forms one of toe chief 
mouths of the Ganges. Su:: gre-at historical ports have 
been bUIlt upon Its banks. The oldest of them, satgaon, 
thtl' anClent roya.l port of Bengal under the natfve 
dynasties, has been completely deserted by the navi
gable cha.~nel, a.nd IS now a. thatched vIllage crumbling 
upon the banks of a muddy dltch. The Dutch, the 

• 
l!'rench, and the Danes, each set up capItalS! and ports • 
of their own on the Hugh river, off whlCh vessels of the 
largest tmmage m the last century used to he. Every 
one of ;jJJ.ese once famous emporIUms is now blocked up 
by banks of sand and SlIt. and IS unapproachable by 
eea-gomg shIps at the present day 

Calcutta has been saved from the same isolation by 
a system of river-cngmeermg whICh forms one of the 
memorable trIUmphs m the contest of man with na.t~e. 
The rIver HugH hQ'l; ceased to be the dIrect chavneJ of 
the Ganges; but Calcutta al<Jne, of all the successive 
rIver capItals of BtmgaJ, has ivercome the difficulties 
lDCldent to Its PO&ltIOD. as a deltaIC centre of commerce. 
btrenuous effo;ts of engmeermg arc reqUIred to keep 
open the three offshoots of the Ganges above Calcutta. 
whICh comb me to form the Hugh. StIll greater watch. 
fulness and more extensIVe operatIOns are demanded by 
the eIghty mtles of the HugH Its~£ be~w .calcutta., to • &ave it from the £ate of other deltaIC strea.ms, aM to 
prevent It from slltmg up. In I85a:the deterioration of 
the Hugll dLannel led to a proptsal to ~und an ai::r. .. 
Ihary port to Ca1cutta on the Mltla, 'another-mouth of 
the Ganges farther east. A commIttee then appow.ted 
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"to inquire iu1!o the !Subject reported Utat 'the tiTer 1I6gH 
wu deteriorating gradtl1l.1lyaud progre&l\ivel,.! At that 
time ' science Lad dOBe l'othing to aid in facilities for 

~ 

n~ion j' but since then, everything ha.a been effec1led 
which the foresight of modern engineering could snggeot 
01" too power of modern capital could achieve.

/t 
Observe.

tions on tlae condition of the HugH channels are taken • 
hourly, gigantic 8team-dredgers are oontinualjy at work, 
and the shifting of the shoals is carefully reoorded. 
:By these means the port of Calcutta has -been kept 
OpeD for &hips of the largest tonnage, drawing...26 feet, 
and almost seems to have outlived the danger which 

,threatened its existence. 
I have dwelt on the rise of our commercial capitals 

is India, because the development of CIty hfe in India 
m,.,ansthe growth of a. new industrULl career for the people. 
Formtp:rly, a.s we have seen, the industries of IndIa were 
essentially domestic manttfactures, each man workiug tot 
hia hereditary occupa.tiOJl, at hIS oWIl loom or at his own 
forge. Under British rule a. new era. of production ha.s 
arisen in Indiar.-an era. of production ~ a. gt'eat sc~Ie 
based upon the co.oper~tion of capital and la.bour, in 
place of the sma.ll household ma.nufa.ctures of a.ncient 
times. To us, who have from our youth grown up in 
the midst 01, a ~een dbtnmercial civilisation, it is not ea.sy 
to l'ea.hze the oha.nge thus implied. I ~ha.ll briefly in· 
dicate some of the n$ost salient features of the revolution 
w.~}cll it bas 'Fl'OUll'ht lh the induatriallife of the Indian 
paolle. 

T" grea.ii indQstrial cities of British India litre t.he 
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type of the new sta.te of things implied by this cnange. 
Undat' native niel the oountry ba.d reaohed what politro.l 
pconomists of Mill's 8obool.o&11ed t the stationM1 Jtage' 
of cil'ilisation. The husbandmen simply raised the 
food~ neces~ary to feed. them from one harvest to 
a.nother. If the food crops failed in any district, the 
local populsJion had no capital and no other orops 
wherewith.to buy food from other districts; 80, in the 
natural and inevitable course of things, they perished. 
Now the f»easants of India. raise other and far more 
profitable crops than the mere food-stuffs on which they 
live. They 0.11'10 raiBe an annual surplus of grain for 
exportation, which is available for India's own wants in' 
time of need; and there is a much larger aggregate of 
capital in the country, that is to say, a muoh grea.ter 
national reserve or staying power. The so-oalled 
• stationary stag~' in India has disappeared, a.d the 

• Indian peasant is keenly alive to each new demand 
which the market 'Of the worW may make upon the 
industrial capabilities Qf his country. 

Thus, up to It!50, cotton was produced on a small scale 
in India, and the total value eiported av"raged during 
the previous five years only Ii millions sterling. Ten 
years later, the American war gave rise to a tjut!tien 
demand; and tie Indian cotton ex"port9lru~ed up, till, 
in 1865, they exceeded the enormous value of 871 • millions sterling. This vast amO\Jllt of money went 
into the po~ket!! ef the cultivatOrs, wh<J\ the mOf¥nt 
that they had found a more profitable crop than their 
old food-stuffs, quickly bega.n to oulti1ate it OD a l&rg& 
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scale. What the AmorioBi4 war was to the Bomba, 
peasa.nt, the Russian ww" had bf>en &0 the Ben~a4 
hnsbandman. The blodtade.of the Baltic ports put a.n 
ena to Great Britain's supply of fibres f'l'om RU8sia. 
during the Orimean campaign. Forthwith the Bengal 
pee.sant enormously increased his producti-: of jute. 
In 1852-53, before the CrImean war, the \Vhole export 
of jute frotn Bengal was about £100,000. 1:» 1872-73, 
it exceeded 4! millIons sterhng, an lllcrease of fortyfold. 

The Indian peasant knows, however, not d'r..ly how to 
take prompt advantage of a rise III prices, he ku.ws also 
how to quickly recoup hlmself for the loss of a market, 
'The re-extended cultIvation in AmerICa led to a drop, 
eventually reaching to 30 mIllion'! sterling, in the India.n 
cotton exports. But the Indum peasant has more than 
mrde good the loss by the growth of other staples. 
The yt'ar 1865 was one of inflated markets through~\ut .. . 
the world, and the Indian exports reached the unprp-
cedented height of 69 m·~llOns. Last year, 1879-80, was 
a year of great depression lU Djany markets, but thtl 
Indian exports again exceeded 69 milholllS sterling. 

During the same perIod, vast numbers of people from .. 
the overcrowded intel'lOl' of B~ngal had been drafted off 
to the border districts, whICh, tIll the BrItIsh obtamed 
the country, w')re le~t waste through £pal' of the WIld 
frontier races. 'l'hese peasants. Instead of starving III . I' . thelr old densely-pDf ulated homes, are now earnmg hIgh 

f 

w816es on th€. tea. plantations, and last year exported 
three milhons sterhng worth of tea. 

All these are ~ssentlU.lly rural llldustries, which Qwe 
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~tll:eir.e:dsten.ee to the n.ew oommercial life developed ·t11 
the cities of British India.. Besides sueh l'tlra.l industl'ies, 
however, there a.re a number of manufaoturesa.nd. pro .. 
dlloti()nsl'thioh more especially appertain to the industtial 
life of gr~ towns. Coal-mines have been discovered 
in severa.l provinces, and now employ tens of thousands 
of, miners: Mills and steam factories have followed the 
opening up of the coal-field~. Twenty-six years a.go 
there was not a single loom worked by steam-power 
in India; there are now It million spindles employed 
in the e'otton manufacture alone, and 40,000 spindles 
employed in the manufacture of jute. 

Early in the last century, before the English beca.me' 
the ruling power in India, the country did not pro
duce a million sterling a year of staples for exporta
tion. During the first three-quarters of a century of a.1r 
rule, the exports e'l10·wly rose t~ about eleven millions in 
1830. During the half-century which has elapsed since 
that da.te, they ha~e quickly· multiplied by sixfold. 
In 1880, India sold .to fO/'eign nations 66 millions 
stBrling worth ~f strictly Indian produce, which the 
India.n husbandman had rearei, and for tvhich he was 
paid. In that year, the total trade of India, including 
exports and imports, exceeded 122 millions sterling . 

• 
These figure~ are so great, and the Ill'!tte~al progress 

wb.i'ch they indicate i!'l so enorm0'ts, that they elude 
the gra.sp of.the imagination. It t1tay assist us in real
i74Iig the change ·which they iliply)n \be indua..-ial 
life of the people to gla.nce at the history of two single 
ports. I shall first take the local hlfrbour of. a rural 
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district, Akyab, in British Buraaa. In 1826, wqn we 
.,btained the province iD wbieh it is eituated, Akyab 
was DltU'e1y,a, 'emng village. Within foor yeare, by 
1880, it had developed into a little to?Vn, with a trade 
y&lr:ted at £7000. In 1879, the trade exceed~ 2 millions 
starling, so that the trade of Akyab hM 111\lltipli~ 

close on three hundredfold in fifty year,. The ~ther 
exampl*, is one on a larger scale. When we o»tained Cal. 
cutta. in 1686, it consisted of three mud hamlets, scarcely 
raised above the river slime, without a.ny traae ",batso
ev&r. After a century and a half of British ~le, the 
total value of the sen-borne trade of Calcutta in 1820 

• was 12 millions sterlIng. In 1879, It had risen to over 
6H millions sterling, besides 45 mIllions of trade with 
tbe interior, making a total commerce of 106 millions 
st'Jrling a year at a town which had not ten pounds' 
worth>of external trade when the Britlf~h settled ther~ 

• India has more to sell to the world than she requjres 
to buy from it. Duri~ the five y;o.r8 endIng 1879, tJw 
staples which she exported e~eeded by an annual 
~verage of 21 milhons sterling the merchandIse which 
she imported One~third of thIS balance she receives 
in cash; and during the five years she accumulated 
silver and gold, exclusive of re-exports, at the rate of 
7 millions tperC'Qunum. With another third, she pays 
interest at low rates for the capital WIth which she has 

~ 

confiltructed the nmterial framework of her industrial 
Iffi-,,-her l'aihvays (120 milhons), irrib'8.tion works, cott,on 
mills, ooal-mines, indigo faotories, tea-gardens, docks, 
ateliom.navigatiod lines, a.nd debt. For that capital, she 
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.pe .. iu~o tbechea.pest 1'IIar1t-e1i in. the· wOJ'ld,.~d()11, .. d· 
"e l'&mi~ the interest, not in cash, Dut in her Qwu.t&plee. 
lVhich· that ca.pit&l ha.s eDa~led her to produeea7,ldto' 
bring to the sea.-ooard. With the remaining third of bel" 
aUl'plus ",,"riB, .he pays the home charges of the Govern
ment to which .he owes the peace a.nd seouritytha.t 
aloue have re\ldered possible her industrial development. 
The home charges include not only the sala.riml of· the 
supervising staff in England, and the pensions of the 
whole milita.ry and civil services, who have given their 
life's work to India, but the munitions of war, a. se6tion 
of the army, including tke cost of its recruitment and 
t,snsport, all stores for public works, and the whole' 
'lfl,Q,teriel of a civilised a.dministration, 'Jhat materieL 
can be bought more cheaply in England than in India, 
and India's expenditure on good government is is 

esSential an item. for her industrial development. and 
• repays her as high a profit, as the interest which she 

pays ill England for the capital with which she has 
constrncted her docky.rds and railways. To sum up, 
India sells 21 millions a year more of her staples to 
foreign nations than the merc~ndise whjch. she buys 
from them. She takes payment of one-third of the 
bal&nce, or say 7 millious, in good government, and so 
secllres that pr~ection to person aud pro~rty which 
she never ha.d before, and which alone have rendered 

11 

her industrial development possibie. With anothef 
third, or 7 m~llion~ she pays £ortbe capia.l with whifh . .) . 
ahe has constructed the materla.l fl'smework::of that 
development-pays for ita.t the lowcet iDter~st, and 



pays for it, not in cash, but in her own products. The 
remaining 7 millioD~ she receives in gold and silver, 
and puts them in her purse. 

I feel that I hav'e taxed, perhaps too heavily, tihe 
reader's attention with so many figures, But it IS 

impossible for anyone to realize the progress made 
by India under British rule without havin~ the statistics 
placed before him. Commerce and manufactures have 
been created for the people, vast outlets opened up 
for the productions of the counb·y. 'rhe 

0 

reader will 
perhaps pardon me for having wearied him with"!ltatistics 
when he remembers that those statistics mean a. Dew 
jndustriallife for India-an jndustrial life which super
sedes the s\1llOrd of the invader and wholesale starvation 
by famine, in maintaining the balance between a popu
l&tion of small cultivators and the available land. 

'1'11e effects of this new indastri'al )ife are Mt, bOw
ever, confined to the great Indian cities. The new 
outlets for Indian stapies have led' to a rise in the pri.~e 
of the hushandman's crops, and dn the, value of the land 
on which they are grown. In manyoodistricts, during 
t,he last centllry, the enfire price of a field was the value 
of the crop upon it. In fertile deltas the price of land 
did not exceed two years' purchase. In the same 
districts it'is nGW from twelve to twent~ years' purchase. 
It has beeu my duty to make inquiries in every pro-, 
vince of India as -to the interest which ~oney yields. 
I,tind that $.or small, loans to the cultivator!', the old 
native r~te of a~ i p~r cent. per annum still prevails. 
But if anyone has a landed property to pledge, he can 
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borrow at leas than one-thi.rd of that rate of interest; 
and a natIve l"e"chant of Calcutta who wIshe4 to retire 
and purchase an estate, thmks himself fortunate If he 

• 
can invest in land .f'eldmg 7 per cent. clear pel' annum. 
Landed pro~rty, whICh Ul t.he last centul'Y was one of 
the most precarIOui possessIOns, bas now become the 
most secure fo[m of lDvestment In India, precisely as it 
IS in EnglaJtd, The growth of rural rights, and the 
Increase m the value of land, have advanced SIde by 
side WIth t~ creatIOn of a. new Indu~trlal hfe, and With 
the opening up of fresh outlets for the productions of 
the country, 

These are a. few of the resuIle of EnglIsh rule on the 
material development of India, his 110t necessary for 
me here to dwell on the more obVIOUS and (,tten-rflclted 
aspects of that progI'CS'l, 011 the network of roads an~ 
rallways which we have spread over India, on the Cinals 

• • by whICh we have multIplied and secured her intf'rnal 
resources, or on the &paClOU~ har_mrs by whICh we have 
brought those reSOUl'Ce~ llltO the market of the world. 
All these sud mauy other agencies of mater'lsl progress 
ale involved 10 the one great fact, the creftlOn of that • llew indm,trial life whICh has taken place under British 
rule. But, betore closmg thls chapter, I should hk€' to 
direct attentlOn to,.& few of the moral tspec,s oj that rule. 

In the last century, educatIOn In India was a monopoly 
in the hands of the prlests,-a pow~ whICh they ~m
ployed to sutJugat.e the mmds of the pe<ipJe. UndV 

• • Brltlsh rule, educatIOn m India has been taken entn·ely 
out of the hauds of the pnest~, and It .tJ:ab becOillle the 
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great emaneipator of the India.n t'BoCe8. In a.ncient Ilia 
a Brahman was forbidden, on pain of dea.th, to teach the 
B8Cred books to the masses. Und~r British rule, the • 
State schools olier instruction to every one, and open 
the sa.me ca.reers to all. In the last centu:?; the Hindus 
were taught, from their earliest ahildhoOd, that they 
must remain imprisoned for life in the f&ste in which 
they were born. We have now two mi'lions or boys 
a.nd girls receiving public instruction in India. These 
two millions of native children are lea.rning that every 
occupa.tion Bnd every profession in British India. is open 
to every boy on the benches of an Indian schoul. The 
rising generation in India have been freed from super
stitious terrors, they have been led to give up cruel 
practioes, they have learned to detest and despise their 
forefathers' bloody rites. WIdow· burning, infanticide, 
hoo~-Bwinging, seH-mutllation, aD'd ~1Uman sacrificf\,-;
these are a. few familiar relics of the old bondage under 
which the Indian intePect cowered and the Indian heart 
bled. Great as has been the material progress of Indm 
during the past century, its emancipatlcn from ignorance 
and pl'iestcraft forms, to my mind, a tar more splendid 
memorial of BritIsh 1'ul'6. '1'ru1y the people that walked 
in darkness havo seen a great light. 

The ree.1Jt ~as b'een a revival of letters such as the 
world has never seen. On the 31st March 1818, the 
Serampur mission~ries issued the nl'st newspaper ever 
p .. inted in a Jative language of IndIa. The vernacular 
journa18~ now exceed 230 in number, and are devoured 
every week by half a million readers. In 1878, 5000 


