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_MODERN NATIONALITIES,

BurkE vgpressed himself as appalled when
hé contemplated the British empire in Incha
Ifthe dommmn'then appeared abnormal o the
]@Iosop}m mind, what would be, the case
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now? Many countries in both hemispﬁeres
were then mere geographical expressions, and
populations were held in subjection by foreign
troops, whilst slavery was in ful} swing, even
in republics. € Unless th(‘)rc is a relapse into
barbarism, it may safely be predicted that
such conquests as thal of Spain by Napoleon
will not be attempted in the future. Nations
are now composed of large families, the one
common bond of which is language. The
large empire of China has just escaped being
conquered, owing to the development of the
modern idea of nationalitics. Were the
British to live their carcer in the East over
agaip, the second life would be widely dif-
ferent from the first. However we are now
committed to empire in India; we have to
deal"with facts and responsibilities, and we

must make the best of them.
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DIVERSE POPULATION OF INDIA.

The peculiar *feature in the population of
India is the diversity of races, which has con-
tributed largely, if not ;vho'lly, to British
supremacy.  Although the Mohammedans
lave béen conquerors in comparatively mo-»
dern times, yet they have become a portion
of the people, and are looked upon as
“ natives,” which persons of European
descent never can be. Differences of religion
and caste are obstacles to the people of India
being united, but perhaps not more so than
the extent of the country, which tends fo
retard combinations of the inhabitantsp with
their opposite habits and character. Al-
though in times past there never has been
a gencra] combination of the people of India

against British rule, it does not follow that
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such may not occur in the future, as, con-
trasts in the population notwithstanding,
all the Oriental races are looked upon as
“ natives,” whereas Europeans are essentially
regarded as “Toreigners.”

Natives of India of different races and
.creeds did combine in the Mutiny of 1857,
the common object being to throw off British
rule ; but the Mutiny was badly organised,
and those who had anything to lose had no
time to consider, in consequence of the out-
break being precipitated. In a revolution
people of substance and respectability must
have time to reflect. Thus we sce them
holding aloof from sudden emeutes, and
afterwards sailing with the stzeam.  The
possessor of property in India, by tact, can
retain it single-handed, and would }ook with

contempt on the barbaric device, which
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induced the chief and his eldest son to take

different sides in the S&otch rebellions.

MOGUL EMPERORS.

A great deal has bee.-n #id about the
prosperity of India under the Mogul Em-
perors.” No doubt some noble public works,
were constructed in their time, but as regards
the <revenue collected, there have been
assuredly Oriental exaggerations, and mis-
takes in figures. As a rule British adminis-
tration has been followed by increase of
revenue. The Mahommedans never really
had sway over the whole of India in the
same sense that the British have, a‘s‘thc
satraps appointed in the south by the
Empero.r of Delhi, in a short time set up as

sovereigns on their own account.
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BRITISH CONFIDENCE,

On the part of the Britisli people there
has never been any great uneasiness, except
during the Metiny, as tz) the retention of
India. This may b'e'judged from the manner
in which investments have been made in the
country. Superiority at sca has been con-
sidered to guarantee the possession of our
Eastern Empire.  If' we could not reinforce
our army in India, in case of disturbances,
there would be an end of our dominion at

once, as there was of the French in Egypt.

CONSEQUENCES OF REVOLUTION IN INDIA.

c

The overthrow of the Britishe power in
India, means a great deal more than the
passin{g of a country from one rule to another.

It means anarchy, chaos, and ruin to the



BRITISH RULE IN INDIA. 1

Europeans connected with it. When a ter-
ritory in Europe chanyes hands, there is a
transfer of the debt, and a general .arra.nge-
ment of the finances. The ‘scenes which
occurred during th:a Mutiny mey be taken as
an index of what would%e the general con-
dition df India, should there be a sudden

collapse of the British power.

NATIVE OPINION AND NATIVE BSTATES.

It is difficult to ascertain the real opinions
of natives upon any question, but more espe-
cially upon such an important matter as the
British rule in India. In Europe compari-
sons are sometimes drawn betweeil the
administrajion of native States and that of
the Bri.tish, not always to the advantage of
the latter. It is not fair to judge of bative
rule by.giving it the benefit of British pre-
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ponderance throughout India gencrally, as by
such means alone otder is preserved, and
native States are not obliged o keep up large
armies for their protection. It is very easy
for a native prir‘lpipality to become a model
State under such circumstances. To make a
just comparison, we must consider theBritish
‘absent from India, or never to have been
there at all.  Without the controlling autho-
rity of the British, the normal condition of
India is one of turbulence ; and warlike and
plundering tribes seem, as it were, to rise from
the ground, as did the Malhrattas, developing
into formidal.le military States.

The natives as a wholc are no doubt
sensibie of the many advantages flgwing from
British dominion, the first of which is the
protection to life and property; but what-

ever benefits there be, there must always be
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that sentiment natural to the heart of man,
as repressed by Napoledn, the dislike of one
nation to anotlter. Although there is thi8
natural feeling, yet natives have in generala
low estimate of each other, a.nd'a respect for

the integrity of the Europ(,an official.

NATIVE CHARACTER,

One of the prominent peculiarities of the
native character is its uncertainty. In case
of insurrection against the British power,
instances of extr:mordinary treachery would
occur, whilst support would certainly come
from most unexpected quarters. It is thus
impossible to reckon with anything ap-
proaching tQ certainty upon any particular
force befng exerted in our favour. In a
crisis a native is apt to lose his head, and

not to know his own mind for two days
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consecutively. It is probable that when
Nana Sahib volunteered assistance to the
British at the outbreak of*the Mutiny, he
was sincere, but that being a flabby-minded
person, he was. carried along with the
stream. Native; “are constantly changing
their minds about matters all important to
themselves. A sepoy volunteers for service
beyond seas one day, and next morning
comes to his officer to cancel his previous
application. The man has been influenced
in the meantime by others. In consequence
of this peculiarity of uncertainty in the
native character, the British nation would
do well not to rely absolutely upon aid in
the future from a given quarter, because it

has come from such before.
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ADOPTI®N,

Our rule in India has been a just one
upon the whole towa.rds the natives. In the
absorption of native States .Lotd Dalhousie
went too fast. It was '\;vrong to annex
native Sfates on the death of a prince when
near relatives were alive, as was done in
some instances. Previous to the Mutiny,
the Hindoo custom of adoption of an heir
was repugnant to the DBritish mind; but
since that time a revolution in practice has
been brought about. It does scem strange
to European ideas that titles and territories
should pass by adoption, or high art in baby-
farming, inta, strange hands. Where a dis-
tinguished family becomes extinct in Europe,
there is an end of it, except in history ; and,
perhaps, had no mutiny occurred, the Hindoo
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mind, in its progress, might have been edu-
cated up to the point of regarding adoption

as obsolete, as hook-swinging, or suttce.

TREATMENT OF NATIVES BY EUROPEAN
JFFICERS.

It is not probable that the nativeg of India
would have been so well trcated by any
other Europcans as they have been by the
British, who in general act with much kind-
ness towards them in their daily intercourse.
It would have been well had the Govern-
ment been as efficient in its statesmanship as
its employés have on the whole been in their

dealings with the natives.

Ly

TREATMENT OF NATIVE PRINCES AND
EUROPEAN OFFICERS BY THE STATE.

In the cases of Tanjore, Nagpore, the

Carnatic, and Oude, the British Government
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has committed gross acts of injustice towards
native princes, but their fate has not been
worse than that of the Euroi)ean officers on
the breaking up of the regimental system.
A legal quibble was taken .advantage of to
deny officers compensati(;n for the loss of
the bonus on their leaving the service,
although the same had been sanctioned by
the former Government, and guarantecd by
Parliament in the Act commonly designated
“ the Henley Clause.,” The unfairness of
this proceeding has been further demon-
strated by the fact of the officers of the
British service obtaining their over regula-
tion purchase-money, and the officers of the
new Line regiments the bonus usual in their
corps. These latter officers were at one
time in the service of the East India Com-

pany. It is not too much to say that the
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Administration of India has been carried on
by the devotion and personal character of
the officers of the State, both civil and mili-
tary, They looked up, to the Government
with reverence, and were ready to sacrifice
themselves to advance its interests. It is
sad to think that all this is changed; and
that, instead of looking upon the State as a
protector and friend, the officers should re-
gard it as an encmy. In thie condition of
things it is superfluous to say that the service
is thoroughly demoralised. Since the fatal
day of the formation of the several Staff
Corps, the vessel of the Native Army has
been drifting nearer and nearer to the rocks,
till at last the wreck is complete. The army
is now a huge disorganised mass, and those
in authority are afraid to meddle any more

with it, as every effort ‘to make mat-
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ters right has only resulted in increased
failure.

The only way out of the difficulty would
appear to be to pension the old officers on a
liberal scale, to aboiish the Staff Corp;z, and
place all the officers on a Gieneral List, with
a certail allotment of Colonels’ allowances,
as was the case in the Artillery. The rate
of pension after twenty years’ service might
be increased, to permit of officers retiring
before being used up; and if there were
Bonus Funds, so much the better, as there
would be no supercession such as there
was in the British service, and officers re-
quire a steady flow of promotion to keep
them in gogd humour. The officers do not
consider that the Government has acted
honourab}y towards them in not carrying out

the guarantee of Parliament. The Legisla-
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ture is also culpable in not insisting upon its
own behests being’ fulfilled, especially in a
matter of so much magnitude. If the officers
are estranged from the( Government, it may
be asked why do they volunteer for perilous
expeditions, such as that to Abyssinia? The
answer 1s, that only some of them do, and
that so great is the monotony of life in India,
that volunteers will always be found to come
forward for any service, no matter how great
the risks may be. They volunteer, however,
not to pleasc the Government, but themselves.

It is impossible that this state of matters
can continues although the authorities may
blind their eyes to the facts. If not righted
by the Government, the usuel result will
follow when things come to the worst. The
Indian Empire cannot be permanently ad-

ministered with success whilst the European
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officers are imbued with feelings of antago-
pism and hatred towards the Government. It
would be a statesmanlike feat to re-create
the devotion to the Government which
actuated the officers of the East Indiak(}oma
pany. The task is a difficult one, and will
require time, as it is not to be accomplished
with the present materials, it being hopeless
to expect that the old officers will be con-
tented as long as they remain in the service.

It is requisite in India, where a handful of
foreigners rules nearly two hundred millions
of subjects, that the officials of the Govern-
ment should believe in it. Phis was the
case formerly, but is not so now, not only in
consequence of the violation of the guarantee
of Parliament, but on account of the disin-
genuous manner in which it was combated
and evaded.
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STRIFE CHRONIC IN.INDIA,

It was remarked by Sir’ Charles Napier
that there always was some devilry going on
in India. That vast region, from time im-
memorial, has been a scene of strife, with
intervals of peace only since the establish-
ment of the British power.” Hosts from
beyond the frontier have invaded it, whilst
military nations have sprung up in its midst,
and organised pillage on a grand scale.
‘What are supposed to be the non-military
classes would develop into warriors were
restraint removed. Who knows, had the
British Empire succumbed during the
Mutiny, what might have beerr the military
successes of Tantia Topee? In old times
such men as he created military nations and

dynasties, sweeping like the whirlwind vast
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territories in their victorious course. And
yet Tantia, previous to the Mutiny, was a man
of peace. In some part of India or another
there are sure to he disturbances at given
intervals. At one time it is the Se1kh army
marching to encounter the Bntmh at another
the Bengal army mutinying. Strife has been
the normal condition of the country, and it
recurs at certain periods, no matter how
severe may have been the repression. The
physique of the people deteriorates in time
of peace, but were restraint removed, the
military qualities would be developed as if

by magic.

BELIEF IN THE MARVELLOUS.

There is a great tendency on the part of
the natives of India to believe in the mar-

vellons. At times, the air is full of vague
cg
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rumours and propbecies ; and, as these latter
are largely a.ccepted,‘assistance i8 lent to their
fulfilment.

ANNEXATION OF OUDE.

Consequent uport the distance from Great
Britain, there has always been an amount of
injustice and oppression exercised in India.
There have, however, been conspicuous
instances of moderation on the part of the
British Government. After the death of
Tippoo Sultan, the kingdom of Mysore might
have been appropriated; but the dethroned
Hindoo dynasty was restored, although the
Mahommedan had become hereditary. Per-
haps the most unwarrantable cact of dis-
possession was in the case of the King of
Oude. The ruler of Oude was formerly
designated the Vizier, but, under the favour
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of the Bntlsh deweloped indo a ng If
there is any kingly qualification at all, it is
the hereditary*one. Even elected k_mgs,
such as Leopold of Belgium, are followed on
the throne by members of their family.
The King of Oude was;-fio douhﬁ:' unfit to
reign, as many men like him have been, who
-neglect the duties of their high positidn, and
deliver themselves over to dissipation. That
was' no reason, however, for deposing the
dynasty and appropriating the country, with
a whine that the change was made for the
good of the people. The British Government
should have assumed the management of the
dominions of the monarch whilst he retained
his dignitieg In case of absolute necessity,
he might have been deposed, and a successor
anpointed in the dynasty.
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RESTORATION OF RGYAL FAMILY OF OUDE.

One hears it sometimes acknowledged that
great oppression has been perpetrated ‘in
certain instances, but that what has been
done cannot now he undone, it being too
late. 1t is mever too latc to be just,
and to restore property unjustly ac-
quired,—never too late to repent. To
repent, and to restore ill-gotten goods, is
to act according to the teaching of Christ;
to retain them is to listen to the whisperings
of the Evil One. There is no obstacle in
the way of restoring Oude, at least nominally,
to the royal dynasty—no strategic reasons
against it, and there can be no motive, for
retaining the country, but *that old gentle-

manly vice—avarice.”
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RAILWAYS AND HEALTH.

Many noble works have been executed in
India by the British Government, not the
least of which are the 1a1lways which con-
duce largely to the health of the people,«;-—long
journeys on foot, or by the old modes of
conveyance, being calculated to produce
cholera. The same cause which produces
typhoid fever in Great Britain 1s a prolific
source of cholera in India. That cause is
drinking water impregnated with sewage.
In India, in very dry weather, a number of
people may congregate on the banks of a
river or reservoir, and use the water with
1mpun1ty, when the supply is low. If the
ground in the vicinity, however, has become
fouled, and rain causes the impurities to be
mixed with the drinking water, cholera is the
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probable result. Great praise is due to the
British Governmentfor the efforts which it
has made within the last few years in the
cause of sanitary reform. The ignorance of
the natives is, howeve(r, a great obstacle,
ag it is hard to cokvince them that a small
stream or tank can be defiled by their
numerous objectionable practices. They
look upon its capacity to resist noxious
influences much in the same light as
Europeans regard the ocean. ) Water
cleanses everything ; but that it can be
defiled does not appear to enter into their
imagination. It must, therefore, be difficult
to make such people zealous in carrying out
directions on the subject of water in detail.
The dry earth system is suitable to India,
the refuse being conveyed in carts to a dis-

tance from human habitations. In the case
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of large cities, tramways for the removal of.
all filth would be a gréat boon. In some
parts of India, there is little or no cholera
where it was exceedingly virulent twenty-
five years ago. It n;ay never disappear from
the country altogether, but® there can be no
doubt that it has two powerful antagonists
in the railways and pure water.

The railways have not been an unmixed
good to India, on account of the large
supplies of firewood 'requ‘ired. In many
parts of the country, timber has become
scarce, not only on account of the demand
for the railways, but also in consequence of
the use of the wood by the population with-
out renewal by planting. Government has,
of late years, paid attention ta the preserva-
tion of the large forests, but little heed seems
to have been paid to regular re-planting
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-over the face of the country at large. The
consequence is, that' in many places the rain-
fall has much decreasede The British
Grovernment has not imitated its native
predecessors “as it should have done, in
planting groves afd the sides of the public
roads.
TRRIGATION.

A great deal more might have been done
in the way of irrigation than has begn done.
The peninsula to the east of the Western
Ghéats receives in many quarters bui little of
the south-west monsoon, as the clouds, dash-
ing against the mountains, are carried out to
the east. The north-east monsoon is wvery
uncertain and irregular, and, as it does mot
continue for many days, it is not sufficient

generally to afford a supply of water to last
long.
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A

The rivers flowing from west to east seem »
designed by nature to afford reserveirs of
water, to last frem June till the end of the
year, when the monsoon may be expected to
break from the north-east.

AGRICULTURE,

It must seem strange to those unacquainted
with India that, with such an immense popu-
lation, t?e Government being the landowners,
there is a difficulty in making the two ends
meet. d'he fact 1s, that India is an old and
a used-up country. Agriculture is about the
same as it must have been in the days of
Noah, The ground is scraped with a piece
of-wood drawn by a pair of bullocks, and
the soil receives no manure, that from the
bullocks being consumed as fuel. Tn
countries where that mode of cultivation is
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-pursued in virgin soil, it is found expedient
to remove to a fresh locality in a year or
two. But the population of India is so im-
mense that the inhabitants cannot move to
new fields. "Under th:ase circumstances, it
cannot be wondertd at that the crops should

be of the most wretched description. The
rain and heat make them what they are, but

these cannot do everything in dry cultivation.
It is astonishing that, when a proportion of
what is taken from the earth is not returned

to it, the crops should be what theyare.

COAL.

If India had a supply of coal, which would
prevent the people from using fhe wood in-
discriminately, and cause them to utilise the
manure from their cattle in fertilising the
soil, the face of the country would present a
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different aspect. The climate would be im-
proved, and there would be no more deficits

ander the British Government in time of

peace.
OLD SERVANTS OF THE COMPANY,

In former times, when many European
gentlemen in India perhaps never visited
Europe from the beginning of their service
till their retirement, native ideas were in
vogue, everything being viewed from an
Oriental stand-point. Consequently matters
jogged onin the old Eastern way. Since
the establishment of rapid communication
with Europe, native ideas have given way,
but a restlessness and desire for change have
supervened, the European civilian or military
man looking forward to the time when he

may be enabled to quit India temperarily or
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for ever. Thus India suffers. If the country
could have the services of men like the old
employés imbued with the new but Western
ideas in regard to improvement, the gain to
India would be great. The residence of
Europeans in India is too temporary to in-
duce them to take the desired interest in agri-
culture, public works, planting, and general

improvement of the face of the country.

REVENUE.

It is difficult to raise taxes in India with
the exception of that on land. Of all direct
taxes, that on income is the most objection-
able and unsuited to the population of Il;dia,
first, because they are a conquered people ;
and second, on account of the subtle nature
of their minds. ~From these two causes

they avoid payment. An income-tax is only
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adapted to nations possessed by a spirit of
patriotism, and attachment to their institu-
tions, which induce taxpayers to liquidate
arrears in the shape of “ conscience "’ money.
In consequence of the high price of provi-
sions, the condition of the Cultivator in India
has generally changed for the better since
1857, and therefore additional revenue can
be raised from the land. But the balance of
income and expenditure can only be restored
by a reduction of the latter, and that can be
effected in the native army, which, since the
whole country, from Peshawur to Cape
Comorin, has been opened up by the rail-

ways, has survived its original purposes.

THE WAHABEE CONSPIRACY.

Of late years a Mahommedan' revivalist
conspiracy has sprung up in India, its sup-



32 THE RETENTION OF INDIA.

posed head-quarters being at Patna. ;.[‘hiﬂ
conspiracy has not quly sent its emissaries
over India, but has even made war on the
frontier. Most probably Government is not
aware of all the ramifications of this secret
society, Englishm:an generally not having a
genius for unravelling seditious plots, and
natives being master hands at their concoction.
The Englishman in India does not trouble
himself much about possible risings of the
natives. The climate of itself is sufficient
to bear for the time being, and it is a ques-
tion whether he would not prefer a revolt
occasionally to relieve the tedium of his
existence. This conspiracy is, however, a
matter of the gravest importance, and it is
very probable that it was connected with the
Mutiny of ‘1857, by instilling into the minds
of the Hindoo soldiers alarm respecting the
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greased cartridges. A year before the Mutiny
predictions hailed from Patna that all the
Europeans were *to be killed, or forced to
leave the country. Assigns of the insurrec-
tion, which burst for;;h in May, 1857, were
apparent long before, in the demeanout of
the Sepoys, it is fair to infer that there may
have been a connection between the malcon-
tents and this secret association, especially
as there are grounds for believing that, in
the course of its preparation, the revolt was
precipitated by the rescue of the prisoners at
Meerut. The apathy of Europeans in India
must be overcome, and this conspiracy well
watched. There arc master spirits who
direct it, and who are possessed of a subtlety
of which the average British official has little
conception. They travel ab:}w the- country,
making their observations, and paying par-

D
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ticular attention to military garrisons. It is
not probable that the majority of .Mahome
medans in India will ever practise the strict
teaching of the Wa.ha.b'ees, but the Mussul-
mans in the aggregate are still & great ele-
ment of danger. ‘There is an amount of into-
lerance and latent ferocity. amongst the Ma-
hommedans of India, only wanting an oppor-
tunity to be developed. It needs no student
of Lavater to read the passions as expressed
in the countenance, where the majority of
the inhabitants of a bazaar are Mahomme-
dans.

There is a sort of freemasonry amongst
all natives when plots are hatching. Whether
from sympathy or from fear, or whatever
cause, informers are rare. Where persons
are not parties' to a conspiracy, but cannot

fail to know what is going on under their
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eyes, information is seldom afforded at the
right time to Goverrm;ent.' The: utmost
vigilance is required as regards conspiracies
in India, as that EO@try will be' more diffi-
cult to holci in the fature than it has been in
the past; for the charm of Eurof)ean rule is
gone, when officers of a high class resided
for long terms in the country, felt interest in
nothing besides, and impressed the natives
with feelings of reverence not common in

these days.

EMPLOYMENT OF NATIVES.

Of latt; years many more appointments
have been thrown open to natives. It is
very desirable that they éhould have a large
share in the government of the couatry, and
a fair proportion of the\ better-paid offices.
Native officials possess great éapacity for

D 2
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figures and for the dispatch of routine work.
The native mind, hc;wever, does not originate,
and in the aggvegate must be reckoped far
inferior to the European in the first place in
Government, however invaluable it may be
in the second.

BRITISH RULE A BENEFIT TO.THE MASS OF
THE PEOPLE.

There are many imperfections in our rule
in India, as must necessarily be the case in a
country which cannot be colonized by the
ruling race. Even when in the country, the
British official is prevented by the climate
from exercising efficient supervision out of
doors ; consequently he is not brought face
to face with the people, and does not become
sufficiently acquainted with the physical
features of the district under his charge.
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But, taking the Govemx‘}qent of the British
altogether, it must be considered a great
blessing to the niass of the people of India,
as preserving them from war, anarchy,
plunder on a gigantic scale; Thuggee,
Dacoitee, and other evils "too numerous to
mention, which are incidental to a state of
society where drder and authority are weak,
and where the heart of man, naturally cruel,
has not been regenerated by civilization and
religion. Whatever good there is in model
native States exists through the protection
and controlling power of the British, as ad~
ministered by officials of principle and honour.
The British dominion will some day cease in
India, but the period of its existence will be
cited by future generations of natives as the

“ Golden Age.”



CHAPTER 1L
ARMAMENTS.

The Old Bengal Army—The Mutiny—~Responsibility of
Officars-—Reconstruction—European Army—Barracks
—ZLabour for European Troopsé—Asylums—Officers—
Local European Force in India—Pay of Subalterns—
Native Militia to be placed nndergthe Civil Power—
European Army the mainstay of British Power.

THE OLD BENGAL ARMY.

Ur to the year 1857, the Bengal Native
Infantry consisted of seventy-four regiments,
with 4 full complement of British officers
on foot. It was part of the military system
up to 1857, to have important positions as-
signed to native troops all over the Presi-
dency, for the maintenance of order, com-
munications not having been developed, and
all movements taking place by regular
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marches. A W reg"mgnt, in former
days, would sometimes {ne on the march for
a period of thiee a}h‘;kn‘ths,tgn chapging one
garrison far apothei " e ‘men composing
these regiments wers largely recruited from -
the high-caste Hindoos &8f Oude, a country
under its own king, and where, up to the
time of their actual enlistment, many of them
had never beheld a European in their lives.
They were, therefore, mere mercenaries, and
could under the circumstances be no other.
It must, therefore, be considered %o have
been a fatuity on the part of the British
Government to have drawn a conclusion,
that because these men were ranged in bat-
talions, each with a red coat on his back
and a musket on his shoulder, they were
necessarily trustworthy, and that they pos-
sassed the morale essential to soldiers. Be-
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sides the regular army, theie were several
contingents compos‘éd of men of the same
class. The sepoys werg tall’ and handsome,
and the appearance of some of the regi-
ments was magniﬁcent? Hence they be-
came the fashionand their loyalty to the
State never seemed to be doubted by those
who had been with them all their lives, and
who were supposed to know them best.
Their interior economy and discipline, how-
ever, did not satisfy strangers, who pre-
dicted il days from the laxity allowed, and
foretold that a crash must ¢ome sooner or

l_ater.

THE MUTINY.

A short tithe previous to the Mutiny, the
Government had established schools of
musketry, with the view of arming the
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sepoy'in due gongée with the Enfield rife
The same process being extended, the men
would have betn aymed with the breech-
loader, the native army, as was wont, follow-
ing the British as its model. Had the Mu-

tiny occurred a generatioh later than it did,

all the native infantry being equipped with
breech-loaders, it is impossible to tell what
might have been the fate of India; but the
rebellion would have been of the most for-
midable nature, and would have required all
the force of Great Britain to suppgess it,
even if it codld have been put down at*
all,

In all probability a mutiny would have
occurred in the Bengal army, on the com-
pletion of the great lines of railway .ﬂzlroﬁgh
India, as it would have become necessary,
for financial reasons, to partly break up.the
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enormous force, from its being no longer
required.

It is no wonder that the “old officers had
confidence in their men, who had fought so
well in many battles, ar;d who had left their
bones, by whole® battalions, to whiten in
Affghanistan. They had, indeed, mutinied in
detail in the Punjaub and Scinde about pay,
but a native is always troublesome about
money, and it is easy to arrange acts of in-
subordination arising out of matters of that
kind, tﬁ!:e Government making a great flou-
rish and pretence aboutf discipline, and no
end of parade and fuss in punishing the
mutineers, who generally obtain what they
want and return to their duty. Thus rea-
soned the officers; they never thought that
the sepoys would mutiny en masse, and be
turned into incarnate fiends; for any matter
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which had hitherto been the: :canse of in-
subordination, had only affected & portion of
the army in a phrticular. locality.: .

The sepoy from Oude had an unconguer-
able dislike to leavi;ag India proper. There

were no doubt many méh of the class in
the Madras army, who served with their
regiments in Burmah and other countries
beyond seas. One swallow, however, does
not make a summer, and pecuniary consi-
derations in their case were most likely all-
powerful.

Although the Bengal army marched into
Affghanistan, yet it is probable that the
recollections of the climate and the disasters
exercised a great influence in producing the
mutiny of 1857. Service in Scinde . was
particularly distasteful to the men, and. no
donbt .the memory of the: decimated. bat-



“ . THE RETENTION GF INDIA.

ta&ons of A.Eghamaﬁan was ever in their
miznds. Signs of dlsa&ctlon in the army
began with-the Persian wdr, and although
it is generally impossible to obtain evi-
dence of the exact tl"l'lth as regards con-
spiracies in the ‘ East, yet it is a fair
inference to make, that the war with Persia
alarmed the sepoys of the Bengal army, and
that they dreaded the prospect of service in
Central Asia.

Lord Dalhousie had previously ordered
that all men enlisted after a given date
were bound to proceed on foreign service,
wherever directed. The order did not affect
men who were previously in the service, but
none the less must the sepoys bave con-
sidered it dangerous to themselves per-
sonally. The native mind is suspicious as
regards the thin edge of the wedge, and ik
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doubtless reasoned that when a considerable
number of general-strvice men should be en-
listed, little respect would be paid to the re-
servation as regarded themselves. Besides,
were they not a miIi’ta,ry caste, and did not
the new order affect their ntarest 'friends and
relatives? And were not the interests of
those as dear to them as their own ?

The Hindoo sepoy from Oude, after all,
never thoroughly fraternised with the British,
as he was a grown man before he had any-
thing to do with them, and there was a
difficulty in interchanging thoughts with him
in conversation, which was not the qage
with men born and brought up within
British territory, and to whom Europeans
were familiar from their birth. It would,
therefore, be next to an impossibility to dis-
abuse the minds of such men of suspiciens
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as to the’ good falth of Gavemment, when
once entertained by them.

Much has been said regdrding the annex-
ation of Oude being one of the main causes
of the mutiny. It dt;ubtlesa entered the
minds of the sepdys that, as the British Go-
vernment had annexed Oude, it was in-
tended to form the whole of India into one
nation with one religion ; but that idea would
emanate from the wire-pullers, and would
not spontaneously suggest itself to the main
body of the sepoys.

Nothing impresses natives so much as the
exercise of power. War in India proper
against native States has always been popu-
lar with sepoys, because it was profitable,
and because they liked fighting for fighting’s
sake. The sepoys were more surprised at

our moderation in our dealings with native
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princes, than at' our amnexations. They
were nmot likely, therefore, to make an ex-
ception in the cade of Oude.

In making an analysis of motives to crime,
we mus search for what would affect the
interests of the actors. Fdreign serwice was
accursed in the eyes of the great body of the
men of the Bengal army, because it entailed
great risks to all that was valuable to them
in this world—caste and life itselfl The
dread therefore of service out of India, and
more particularly beyond the hateful ocean,
stands forth as the most probable cause of
the great sepoy mutiny of 1857.

Whilst the minds of the men were thus
ripe for mutiny, and whilst the Persian war
was going on, arose the matter of the greased
cartridges. It came opportunely, as it wag
Jjust the kind of question to influence the
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minds of the ignorant mass. It can never,
however, be for a moment supposed, that
unless the sympathies of the great body of
the sepoys had been estranged from the
Government, an accommodation of what was
objectionable in ‘the cartridges would not
have been arrived at. Difficult questions
relating to caste, and to the religion and
usages of the different classes composing the
native armies of India, have been continually
recurring ; but when complaints have been
genuine, they have been generally adjusted
by the tact of the European officers. When
the question of the greased cartridges cropped
up, it was determined by those behind the
scenes, that the Bengal army should mutinj;.
How the mutiny broke out, increased, and
was finally suppressed, are matters of his-

tory.
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In the Madras army not a single regiment
mutinied, but, on the contrary, forces from the
coast assisted materially in the suppression
of the rebellion.

In the Bombay army mutiny occurred only
amongst men of the same 'class as'that of
which the Bengal army was mostly com-
posed.

As the world, however, does not know its
greatest men, it is probable that the revolt
would have spread to the South and West,
had it not been encountered with vigour at
Nagpore, one of the connecting links between

the Upper Provinces and the West and
South.

RESPONSIBILITY OF OFFICERS.

A British officer has a difficult part to play
in troublous times. If he acts with vigour
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and crushes a formidable insurrection in the
bud, he is branded as a monster by a por-
tion of the public, which asserts that
summary executions were unnecessary, and
that the magnitude of the rising was alto-
gether exa,ggers:ted. The first thing which
an officer has to think of is to keep within
the law. He should therefore clearly under-
stand what he is authorised to do by law,
and then he should act without fear. There
is not the slightest doubt that the greatest
successes have resulted from officers acting
with vigour on emergent occasions, ‘and the
greatest reverses from the conduct of those
who have been pusillanimous. One instance
on each side will be sufficient.

In the beginning of this century, Sir Rollo
Gillespie, when he received a message an-

nouncing the mutiny at Vellore, did nct
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hesitate a moment, but galloped off instantly
at the head of his troopers to the scene of the
insurrection. Arriving at Vellore, he found
his way into the fortress by means of ropes
extemporised out of whatever materials came
to hand, and the consequence was that the
rising was crushed at once. This was a
religious or caste insurrection, organised by
wire-pullers, and had it not been instantly
suppressed, it might have been even more
formidable than the rebellion of 1857, as our
power was then new in India, we had few
European troops, and no telegraphs. Take
the other instance—that of the officer com-
manding at Meerut when the native troops
mutinied in 1857, and marched off to Delhi.
There was a regiment of European Cavalry
at Meerut at the time. Excuses were made

that the regiment was not in a state to
3
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undertake the pursuit of the mutineers. It
may not have been up to its full strength,
but no effort was made to use the means at
hand. Where infantry is in retreat and
armed with such a weapon as the old Brown
Bess, which was what the Sepoys were
provided with, there is no limit to the power
of cavalry, though few in number. The
pursuit of the Sikhs after the battle of
Goojerat by Sir Walter Gilbert, is an instance
of this. But there was no Sir Rollo Gillespie
on the spot at Meerut. If there had been,

there would have been no mutiny in 1857,
for the punishment inflicted upon the muti-
nous regiments would bhave struck terror
into the hearts of the malcontents.

The mutiny, when it broke out in the
Punjaub, was met with courage and ability ;

but merit has not been recognised in places
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where there was no insurrection. Prevention
is better than cure, and the really illustrious
ones of the eafth are those who prevent
catastrophes. Those'catastrophes are present
to their far-seeing intelligence, but invisible
to the world at large. Hefce a debt is not
acknowledged, because it is notl known.
Had a statesman in France prevented the
revolution of 1789, or the war of 1870, he
would undoubtedly have becen one of the
great benefactors of mankind, but oblivion

would have claimed him for its own.

RECONSTRUCTION.

The Government having got rid of the
Bengal army (and a good riddance it was at
any price, except the massacre of the Euro-
peans), was obliged to adopt a new :system,
as it was hngossible to rebuild the old. As
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is usual in such cases, some nostrum which
has been before the public for many years,
but which is not understood, and has never
been thoroughly debated or argued, is
brought to the front, and is suddenly adopted
through the inflience of the executive for
the time being. It is taken for granted that
it is a panacea for all evils, and is adopted
without sufficient inquiry, or without regard
to consequences, apparently merely from the
fact of its having been advocated for a long
time by some people. In this way the
several Indian staff corps passed into, it can-
not be said ‘“law,” but existence, as they
were entirely at variance with the guarantee
of Parliament, which ensured to the officers
on transfer to the Crown all the privileges
as regards pay, rank, promotion, pensidn,

and advantages, as if they had continued in
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the service of the East India Company.
Rank is a very sensitive thing to meddle
with, and is net.understood in all its bear-
ings by the civilian mind. Its value consists
simply in its giving him who possesses it a
position superior to others. But when the
Staff Corps were formed, the old Fsystem of
promotion was rudely trampled under foot,
without respect to the guarantee of Parlia-
ment. Consequently the officers were driven
by necessity to petition for redress. Various
remedial measures were attempted, but all
ended in complete failure. Like an elephant
in a morass, the Secretary of State for India
at last, finding that he only floundered the
deeper every step he took, ceased to make
any more efforts to release himself, anzl ;a.t
down in resignation and despair.

Anyone who has seen anything of officers
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at all knows thaéq hope is the mainspring of
their lives. Service and a sickly season have
attractions for them over monotony and
health in garrison, as the former hold out
the chance of distinction and rapid promo-
tion, while the latter mean only weariness
and stagnation. In making length of ser-
vice the qualification for promotion, Go-
vernment showed an ignorance of the better
aspirations of officers. Certainty may suit
the lethargic; but uncertainty has a charm
for the stirring and the ambitious, those
possessed of the true military instinct, and
who are the flower of all armies. The idea of
the Staff Corps was a very old one, and was
originally brought forward under circum-
stances altogether different from those of
twelve years ago. In former times, .when

every company had its European officer, or
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officers on foot, it was feund that many of
the ablest of them were absent on Staff
employ, and that regiments, when on ser-
vice, were not so efficient as they might
have been. Consequently it was considered
desirable that all the European officer§ borne
on the strength of a régiment should be
employed with it. The plan for ensuring
this was, however, never worked out. If it
was necessary that native regular eorps
should be as efficient as possible in the
field, then some measure to ensure the
presence of all the officers was not only
necessary, but no halt in progress should
have been made, and the regiments should
have had the best weapons which science
could produce. There was no doybt that
as regarded native regiments entire progress
was intended in the past. The mutiny of
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1857, however, caused a revolution in feel-
ing as to the prudence of entrusting native
soldiers with weapons which would render
them dangerous to the European army.
Instead of progress and efficiency, it was a
matter of policy- to favour inefficiency in
view of future possible mutinies. The old
panacea of the Staff Corps was, however,
adopted for the new condition of things, for
which it was not required.

After the collapse of the Bengal army, the
simplest plan, viewing the interests of the
State, and the just privilegeé of the officers,
would have been to have kept up the old
cadres, reducing the number of captains and
subalterns if necessary. The officers would
have been available for any duty, civil, mili-
tary, or political, the cadres being merely

lists to regulate promotion,' and young
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officers being posted to them, as of old, to
keep them up. There would have been the

same number Of officers in the receipt of
the colonel’s allowance as formerly. Officers
would have retired' as captains, as they did
in numbers in days gone by, their departure
being hastened by the bonus sysiéem, which
was a benefit to the State, and a blessing to
the officers. Had this system of cadre pro-
motion been adhered to, the State would
have been a large gainer—first, in money,
which is not of paramount importance,
second, in the keeping up of the spirit of
devotion which animated the officers of the
old Indian army. In reconstructing the new
Bengal army, the obvious plan was to form
a native militia armed with the old brown
Bess. A force of this kind would have been
quite sufficient to keep the peace amongst a
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disarmed population. There was no neces-
sity whatever to have a larger or more ex-
pensive establishment of European officers
than was usual with irregular corps, or regi-
ments of the different contingents. All the
expensive staff of lieutenant-colonels, second
in command, and wing officers, is quite un-
necessary, the money disbursed for salaries
being merely thrown away. Such a state of
things would never be tolerated in a country
where there was a public opinion to appeal
to.

The Madras and Bombay armies were
also reorganised on the same principle as
that of Bengal, the European officers being
reduced in number, and all being mounted.
The system is, however, unsuited to regi-
ments which proceed on service beyond seas,

as there is not sufficient margin left for
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casualties taking place amongst the European
officers. All Governments must exercise
their own discretion in reducing their armies,
or making changes from political considera-
tions ; but vested interests or legitimate pro-
spects should be respected. Large reduc-
tions of native corps were made in the
Madras Presidency, but instead of the regi-
ments being bought off bodily, or the skele-
tons kept apart, the native commissioned and
non-commissioned officers were drafted into
the remaining regiments, thus delaying pro-
motion, and engendering discontent, not for
a day, but for a generation at least. Dis-
content is liable to be perpetuated amongst
subject peoples to future generations when
the causes have been removed. This in-
justice to the native commissioned and non-

commissioned officers of the Madras army
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was sufficient to have caused a mutiny, and
it was particularly ungracious, coming as it
did after the suppression of the great insur-
rection, when the troops remained loyal and
did good service against the mutineers. But
a great deal of the trouble which has from
time to time arisen in India has been brought
about by the bungling and want of tact of
European officials in high places.

It was evident that after the mutiny of
1857 there would be a permanent mistrust
of native troops in large bodies. Although
a force remained staunch at one time, yet it
might mutiny at another time. It would have
been supposed, therefore, in the reorganisation
of the native armies, that they would have
been made as harmless and inexpensive as
possible, to allow of a large expenditure upon

the European force, which would necessarily
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be increased.- Half-and-half measures, how-
ever, have been resorted to. The native
army is very expensive, and it is totally in-
efficient on foreign service, not being pro-
perly armed, and not being worth the cost of
transporting it beyond sea. If it is neces-
sary to have native Indian troops in Burmah,
China, and the Eastern settlements, a small
force might be specially organised for service
in those regions, never being stationed in
India. The natives of Southern India would
be the most suitable for such regiments—men
of the same class as the Madras sappers.
Government would only have to go into the
market and proclaim good terms, when there
would be no lack of recruits. The men
would require good pay, allowances, and
pensions, and could be granted the privileges

of taking their families with them, and of
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furlough to Indis occasjeisdly. The force
might be desigmated "Her’haj'esty’a Eastern
Army,” and could garrison Burmah, the
Straits Settlements,” positions in China,
Ceylon, and the Mauritius, with its head-
quarters at Singapore, or whatever place
should be found the most central and con-
venient. As implicit confidence could be
placed in a force of this description, in con-
sequence of the different posts being sepa-
rated by the sea, it might safely be made the
best fighting-machine possible, and therefore
could be armed with the most efficient
weapon obtainable. The regiments would
also require to have a full complement of
European officers, as in a British Line regi-
ment. A force of this description could go
anywhere, and do anything. The zglief to
the finances of India would be great, as the
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expenses eufaﬂed"&y contfnual movements
of troops, on account bf corpwbeing required
to embgrk for fofeign SErviée, are €normous.

The native regimenis in India could be
converted imto local corps, the old “brown
Bess ”’ being the suitable arm, as quite suffi-
cient for the preservation of order, and
altogether safer for the Government. There
is an idea among some people that the men
of the Madras army rather like foreign
service, There could not be a greater mis-
take, as every one knows who is acquainted
with Madras troops. The regiments of that
presidency have always been reddy to
embark on foreign service, because the men
were well-disciplined soldiers, and because
such service. was in their engagements. No
advantages in the shape of extra allowances

or rations can ’dempensate the sepoy for

F
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furlough to India ochy The foree
might be designated “‘Herqns;i esty’s Eastern
Army,” and could garrison Burmah, the
Straits Settlements,! positions in China,
Ceylon, and the Mauritius, with its head-
quarters at Singapore, or whatever place
should be found the most central and con-
venient. As implicit confidence could be
placed in a force of this description, in con-
sequence of the different posts being sepa-
rated by the sea, it might safely be made the
best fighting-machine possible, and therefore
could be armed with the most efficient
weapon obtainable. The regiments would
also require to have a full complement of
European officers, as in a British Line regi-
ment. A force of this description could go
anywhere, and do anything. The zelief to
the finances of India would be great, as the
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expenses entailed by contfnual movements
of troops, on account of corpwbeing required
to embark for foreign servi¢e, are enormous.

The native regiments in India could be
converted imto local corps, the old “brown
Bess ” being the suitable arm, as quite suffi-
cient for the preservation of order, and
altogether safer for the Government. There
is an idea among some people that the men
of the Madras army rather like foreign
scrvice. There could not be a greater mis-
take, as cvery one knows who is acquainted
with Madras troops. The regiments of that
presidency have always been reddy to
embark on foreign service, because the men
were well-disciplined soldiers, and because
such service was in their engagements, N
advantages in the shape of extra allowances

or rations can ’dbmpensatg the sepoy for

¥
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separation from his family. If the regi-
ments were not sent out of India, the sepoy
would be far happier and ‘more contented.
A portion of the native force on the frontier
alone might be armed with rifles, as it is
continually liable to come into contact with
the hill men, and it is only fair that it
should be provided with efficient weapons.
As for fighting in India, if there are -
surrections, these can be suppressed by the
European troops. So;:fle native- regiments
in India have of late been armed with the
Enfield rifle, as a compromise between the
breech-loader and “brown Bess.” This is
a half measure, and consequently an un-
satisfactory_one, there being no enemy in
India, if “the Government only exercises
vigilance as to the importation and rnanu-

facture of arms. Some persons advocate



that the native troops should be supplied
with the breech-loading rifle, a limited
supply of ammunition only being served out.
It is, however, forgotten that this limited
quantity might achieve important results at
the beginning of a rebellion, in disposing
of the European guards at the different
arsenals, which conspirators would endea-
vour to get into their hands simultaneously.
The Enfield rifle is a weapon by no means
to be despised. As it is, even with the
“brown Bess,” attempts might be made
to take European guards by surprise. The
Government, therefore, should be particu-
larly soljcitous that European guards be not
taken unawares on such occ‘;is;q‘ns, for in-
stance, as Sunday, when th% "t;iops are at
church. There may be conspiracies when

L]
the Government has not the least conception

¥ 2
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of them, and the first object of all outbreaks
is to obtain possession of an arsenal. If
native regiments mutiny with the smooth-
bore musket only in their possession, and
should no arsenal fall into their hands, the
Government is quite safe, as the mutineers
can always be subdued by the European
regiments, armed with the breech-loading
rifle.  And mutiny in npative troops is
always a contingency to be regarded. There
have been many misunderstandings on the
subject of pay. Who can tell where native
troops would stop, if armed with formidable
rifles, and if they felt themsclves masters of
the situation? Thus armed, they would be
sure to dictate tcrms of pay to the Govern-
ment at some time or other, and this would
be the least evil. Violence naturally fol-

lows insubordination, and when a soldier
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once commits himself to resistance to au-
thority, he feels compelled to go on.
Respect for human life is not a charac-
teristic of Asiatics. By serving out rifles to
the native armies, the Government invites
mutiny, and most assuredly it will come
about if these arms are issued in consider-
able quantities.

A captain, with two subalterns as assist-
ants, and a medical officer, would be quite
a sufficient staff for a regiment of native
militia, armed with the old smooth-bore
musket. The saving to the finances would
be immense, and would be the means of
restoring equilibrium to the exchequer.

It is highly discreditable to the executive,
and also to the legislature of this country,
that matters should have been allowed to
drift into their present condition. The time
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will, however, come when the country will
be forced to give its attention to the native
armies of India, for the state of affairs is

too unsound to last.

EUROPEAN ARMY,

After the mutiny it was considered that
an army of about 80,000 European troops
would be required to preserve order in
India. Since the great lines of railway
have been completed, the number has been
reduced to between 60,000 and 70,000 men;
but as far as the keeping of the peace is
concerned, the army might be further re-
duced, if our own native troops are not
permitted to become dangerous, and if native
States are not allowed to arm. The pre-
servation of order in India, and the defence

of the country from invasion, are two dis-
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tinct questions. The latter shall be treated
separately in the next chapter. Central
Asia not being ‘considered, the only native
State in or'in the vicinity of Hindostan with
any pretensions to military efficiency is Ne-
paul, but Nepaul is not sufficiently powerful
to be formidable of itself. That State, how-
ever, might combine with others. All the
native States in India proper, the Nizam,
Holkar and Scindiabh, and others, should
therefore only be allowed such sepoys as
are necessary for the carrying on of the in-
ternal administration of their dominions, and
as are required to keep up the pomp and
circumstance of the princes. As the para-
mount power undertakes the protection of
their territories from external aggression,
modern guns and the latest inventions in

breech-loaders are not needed, and their in-
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troduction should be rigorously suppressed:
by the British Government. Native States
must be considered to be ‘peculiarly fortu-
nate in being saved the expense of defend-
ing their borders. No wonder, therefore,
that they should be in a flourishing con-
dition. Many European countries, strug-
gling under heavy deficits, might envy the
financial situation, whatever their dignity
may say to the fact of their territories being
defended for them.

All experience shows that natives, no
matier what their nufpber may be, cannot‘
stand against Europeans in the open field.
‘The fewer forts, therefore, we have, the
better, as their multiplication only increases
the temptation to insurrection. Arsenals we
must have at different central points for

storing the munitions of war, and our safety
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from insurrection lies in the seizure of these
by conspirators being rendered impossible.
At present, arrangements for the accom-
modation of stores are very defective, the
depbts being, in many places, at a distance
from the main bodies ofs European troops.
The British nation only attends to military
matters by fits and starts. When there are
no visible troubles, apathy supervenes. As
an instance of this, it may be mentioned
that most British regiments in India were
armed, in 1870, with the muzzle-loader,
although the war wal very likely to have
included Great Britain and Russia as bel-
ligerents. If people do not like being in-
structed, they like less being preached at,
and least of all being prophesied at. Nations
only accept prophecies from a venerable
patriarch, such as the Duke of Wellington;
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and although reverence for* age, position,
and great deeds in the past, has not died
out amongst us, yet theré will always be
a portion of the public of the advanced
schools who repudiate authority as such,
and, forgetting that some principles at least
are eternal, vote the ideas of illustrious and
hoary-headed chiefs as out of date. As the
French dramatist has it, when decay comes,
the rhetorician appears, and splitting of
adverbs is the favourite occupation. Mean-
time the enemy is at the gates in the dark-
ness—the enemy, who acts and does not

Balkl

BARRACES,

In former years, European troops were
quartered in forts and barracks, which.caused

a large death-rate, in consequence of insuf-
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ficight room, greéat heat, want of ventilation,
and miasma from the ditches. Of late years,
large sums have been expended on barracks
—immense masses of building, which are
ovens in the hot weather, and in the Upper
Provinces too cold in the. cold westher.
Barracks in India occupied by large bodies
of European troops, with their families and
camp-followers, have a tendency to become
unhealthy after a period. In hot countries,
it is better, for sanitary reasons, that the
ground should be changed from time to time.
The palatial barracks have, therefore, been a
failure, both in health and comfort. 'Eh;;
best way of accommodating European troopé.,
in India would appear to be to loc;.te them,
n small bodies, in particular localities, as far
as the exigencies of the service will admit;
and in barracks built of cheap materials, the
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roofs being of thatch, and not of chunam, or
tiles, which retain the heat. Barracks of
this kind can be abandoned at little loss,
should they be no longer required, or should
the situation become unhealthy. It is a
painful sight to see stately piles of building,
erected within the last few years at an
enormous expense, now of no value, their
sites being positions of no strategical im-
portance, and troops being condemned to
mhabit them simply because the barracks

are in existence.

LABOUR FOR EUROPEAN TROOPS.

The Government is entitled to credit for
having made efforts to improve the condition
of the European soldier in India, although,
in the matter of barracks, such efforts have

not been attended with success. The ques-
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tion of employing the soldiers in useful
occupations has only been nibbled at, not
grappled with. Tri the cavalry and artillery
the men have not much time for extra work ;
but the infantry soldier has almost nothing
to do in addition to his ordinary parades,
except an occasional tour on guard. Com-
manding officers, in order to give their men
employment, are obliged to have recourse to
frequent drills, at which the men learn no-
thing. An infantry soldier, after having
been once well drilled, does not require to
have his instruction repeated every week
and every day of the year. The only part
absolutely necessary to be kept up is his
shooting, which should be practised every
twelve months. It is, however, desirable
that every soldier should have a course of

drill in each year, and the larger the bodies
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that are brought together the better. But
the constant repetition and monotonfof
regimental drills have 3 stupefymg effect on
the mind, which becomes Qrampedand unable
to generalise. It is the same with officers as
with private soldiers. The officer who has
been at drill all his life considers it as an
end, and 1ot as a means; consequently he
never can develop into a great general.
Great captains have always, at some period
of their lives, been engaged in other than
purely military capacities. Where a soldier
has been originally well trained, and when
habits of discipline have been engrained,
both he and the State will be benefited by
his following some useful occupation. The
men of that army which, in 1870, astonished
the world by their courage, discipline, and

capacity for work, had been in a great
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measure, relegated to civil pursuits ; but they
were thorough soldiers, and their discipline
and training could never be forgotten. Once
a soldier, . alwaﬁ 2 soldler Such men as
the Prussians, drawn from their homes, were
as efficient in the field as any regular troops
could be, and were handy under emergencies,
which cannot be the case with the helpless
being who is made to regard mechanical
drill as the only essential.

The situation of the workshops should be
selected, with reference to climate, in the
bills and elevated regions, as in many places
in the plains the heat is too great to allow of
Europeans getting through much work at all

periods of the year.
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ASYLUMS.

One of the most estimhble men whom
India has ever seen, Sir Henry Lawrence,
established asylums in different places on
the hills for the support and education of the
children of European soldiers. However
good iu their time these institutions may
have been, it is open to doubt whether they
are suitable at the present day, the necessaries
of lite being expensive in India, and the cost
of passage to Europe by the Suez Canal
being moderate. It is a question, therefore,
whether it would not be more advantageous
to send the children to Europe, the more
especially as a residence there in youth is
more beneficial, both in physical and moral

respects, than one in India.
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JFFICERS

When the purchase question was dis-
cussed, and it was continually asserted, that
what the couniry required was a body of
professional officers, it would bave been
supposed that inquiry would have been
made, with reference to the officers of the
old Indian army. They were professional
in every sense of the term, as they had to
look to the service for support, making a live-
lihood out of it, and the survivors obtaining
a pension for their old age. When a cadet”
entered the service of the East India Com-
pany, he meant to remain in it, not to wear
a uniform for a few years and then retire
into private life. Here were large armies
with professional efficers, drawn from a class
most likely fo furnish the most efficient



82 THE RETENTION OF INDIA,

officers, and yet the officers of her Majesty’s
army, admitted d@nd promoted by money,
would not have suffered by" the comparison.
Purchase, even as it was exercised in the
British army, no doubt contributed largely
to the efficiency of the officers. Now that
it is gone, it seems to have been a laughable
system, and the nation must be convicted
of a deficiency in humour to have gravely
authorised it so long. That the possession
of money should have been the qualification
for promotion over others in the army up to
the year 1871, is most extrétordinary. And
yet some system of purchase is not only ad-
missible, but abso]];tely essential,  Stagna-
tion is attended with discontent, disgust, and
inefficiency ; accelerated promotion, with zeal
and light-heartedness. In the Indian army
of old, when the regimental system was in
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force, it was illegal for juniors to- purchase
out their seniors. The slowness of promo-
tion, however, .ha.ving become inbolerable;
the officers committed breaches of the Agt,
which was never formally repealed. It w
however, anomalous that it should remain
in the statute-book, when the dovemment.
encouraged its violation. No wonder the
Government did so, as purchase saved the
pocket of the State, whilst it increased the
efficiency of the officers. Not only did the
Indian Government approve of the yiolation
of the Act, but it desired to support,:%v:if@fg'
pecuniary grant, a regular wr‘nilitary retiring
fund in each presidency of India, had slféﬁ;"
been established*by the officers. This is
the experience of the past. The pensions of
the Indian Government were not sufficient

to retire upon, nor are those in the Brtish
a2
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service, the Government in order to quicken
promotion in the Royal Artillery having
been obliged to grant speciai retiring allow-
ances. Will the country be prepared to
grant such to the whole army? It may be
safely predicted that the country will not,
as it will see, on consideration, that purchase,
rightly exercised, is a wholesome and not a
vicious system. We shall, therefore, see
purchase re-established ; that is, officers will
be permitted to purchase out their seniors,
promotion going by seniority in regiments,
up to the rank of lieutenant-colonel inclu-
sive. The millions were well spent on the
abolition of purchase, if there were no other
way of getting rid of the absurd system of
promoting an officer who had money over
one who had not. If the National Debt is
only a flea-bite, the sting of 12,000,000/, or



ABMAMENTS, 83

thereabout will not leave a mark visible,
except by means of the microscope. But
was there no other way of cancelling the
anomalous system of supercession through
money than by taking the prices of the
commissions of all the officers out of the
pockets of the tax-payers? Why waste the
millions, which might have been given to
the poor? Instead of declaring the abolition
of purchase, could DParliament not simply
have voted that regimental supercession
henceforth should cease? The officers
would have bought out their seniors as
in the twelve non-purchase regiments, and
there can be no doubt that every one would
have received back any amount ever paid by
him. Officers who were not able to pur-
chase were the exception. To them it

would have been worth while to advance the
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requisite funds for a time, from the ‘coffers of
the State. Selection by merit is a good cry,
and has a decidedly telling’ effect upon the
ear of the Philistine. Selection cannot, how-
ever, be carried out in the promotion of a
whole army. There have always beén se-
lections for the higher commands and for
stafl appointments. An officer cannot be su-
perseded in his regimental promotion, and
remain a valuable servant of the State. The
loss of standing in a regiment has always
been a severe punishment, and one to be
awarded by a court-martial. If an officer is
not efficient, he should be removed from the
active list. It is very difficult to tell what
the merits of any person may be in certain
situations until the experiment is made. If
an officer felt himself not to be qualified

for his position under a purchase system, he
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would sell out. Wheresuch does not exi;;t,
it will be necessary to turn him out,~not
always an easy undertaking. Without pur-
chase, therefore, the service must be crowded
with officers who are an encumbrance, but
still who are not totally inefficient, and
whose expulsion would be conkidered a
grievance.

It is astonishing that the practice-of send~
ing in confidential reports should have exsisted
so long in the army. Such a system is in
use with secret associations, such as the
Fenian or Wahabee, but is unsuited to the
British Government, in relation to a body of
gentlemen such as its officers. The inspect-
ing officers, too, are in many cases not qua-
lified by honesty or intelligence to give a
judicial opinion regarding the merits "of
officers. The officers  reported on wun~
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fatourably are ag lilsely as not to be the su«
periars of the general. He, perhaps, really
does not know the officers upon whom he
reports, is actuated by pique, or conceives a
low, false, and sntiquated standard of effi
ciency. The best officers, as a rule, leavé
the army before they become inspecting
officers, mainly because of the menotonous
guties of the profession, and” also because
they chafe against the unfairness and igno-
rance of those placed in authority over
them.

When an officer may be considered unfit
for his position, or for further promotion, the
commanding officer should send in a full
report, and there shoyld be a public investi-
gation, the officer being allowed an oppor-
tunifyﬂof refuting the ‘Sfatements made in
reference to him. If these aresubstantiated,



