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PREFA10RY N01 E 

BELIEvING ~hat moralIty is absolutely essential In Political life, 

the Ethical Fellowship propose, amongst .other efforts, to 

prepar~' a small ')enes of httlc volumes upon .polrtical problems, 

Thy first deals very bnefly with IndIa. 

"Whatsoever ye would that l11cn should do unto you, that 

do ye even unto them." 



BRITISH IN 0 I A 

CHMJTER I 

THE Fr'RST TRADING.-The dIscovery of the Neow World whetted 
the cunosity and stimulated the ad7enturolls .~rhrits of Eurqpe. 
Many eyes turncu Ea,tw:lrd. Long ere the Briti,h embarbd in 
Eastern enterpme, the IndlC~ had been d. source of wonder to the 
West. Ara15lan and Venetian merchants had opened up an 

( 

overland trade. Gum'>, spices, and curio,itie~ had been brought 
to Elj.'ropcan malkets, and European merchants turned their eyt.s 
to these far distant Eastern land8. 

A NEW ROUTE.-But a new route was opened by the end of 
the fifteenth century. lJnder Vasco de Gama the l'vrtuguese 
luunded Africa and reached India by sea. It was the beginning 
of a new page of history. Asia and Europe were to be brought 
together, and whether in the din of battle or the rivalry of the 
mart, Europe va& to be triumphant. 

THE GIFT 0" 1HE POPE.-Nor did the PortugueJe enter into 
their labour,> of ~(\de and of conquest without high hope. Rich 
as she ~as in the persons of her (j lterprising sons, Portugal felt 
richer by reason of her Faith. The lands of the earth belonged 
to God. Fror.1 His V;-e-regent on earth, the lands of the East 
had been du~y receivedt As a mark of e&tcl}l11, and as a recogni­
ti<x. ot devotion, the Pope had given the J n~\;~~ to") thn Crowl! 

{Portugal. And so, as the sixtnn,," 
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seemed as though the Eastern world might have to bow before 
the rl,ority of the adventurers. 

TUE Loss OF THt<: EMPIRE.-Two things were ever in evidencE'. 
The Portuguese were full of greed, and th, y -"rp also filled with zQlltl 
todmpress the Catholic l<aIth upon the l-onquered. Added td 

( 

these, the conquerors generally showed a fierce cruelty. These 
thll1gs were theIr o\\n undomg. A SCClet league o' the' IndIan 
peo,nles was formed. The Portuguese possessIOns wer.e attacked 
from various pomts. At thl~ tIme. the Dutch appeare~ ul,on ~he 
scene. ReligIOUS hatred, as well /'-S trade pro~pect~, gave 7est to 
the confhct. The tllumph of If oHand 111 the VI' ("st was repeated 
in th€' Fast, and rapIdly as the POI tugucse Ea'itell1 Empre had 
been bUIlt, so rapidly wa~ It oYertu"ned. In httle nJore "than a 
centur¥, Portugl, qad won and lost her IndIan Empire. 

TUE DUTCH EAsr INDIA CmlPANv.-By the begll1ning of the 
seventeenth century the nutch had firmly establIshed themselves. 
AllIances WIth Eastern potcntate') were formed. ractones ¥re 
establIshed 111 the Moluccas, and a Dutdl East India Company was 
crf'ated .• Here was the forerunner of other national co~p"..nies. 
The work to "hlch the new Company set Itself \\as one of money­
makmg, and WIth thIS mm 111 vIew the Dutch began theIr ent~rpnse 
with studt"rl moderatIOn. In native eye" they appeared to great 
advantage when complTed With the Portuguese. And so they 
speedily found tht.mschc~ in posse~slOn of Empire, and on the 
rofl.d to wealtl-t. But the greed of Empire did the ~ame l'I1th the 
Dutch as It ~a, always done \\Ith other peoples. It brought out 
their worst q,11alitle". 

T.HE ENGLISH ApPEAR.- \s the seventeentr century opened, 
the English appeared upon th-: scene. They developt.d a trade 
with the Spice Islands m the M.llay Archipelago-a trade that was 
one of profi'. ,Five (actone, had also be' n e,tabli"q~d by them 
in the Island of Amlpoynd j they, too, fin mshed. 1 his success 

- Dutch. The~ trumped up a charge 
"nd after gross cruelues put 



tlp'own off after th~ ~""stablished themselves. It seemed ·as 
though the lands eAist",if but for Dutch profit: the natives bl¥ 
as sport for Dutch cruelty. Ser.ret prisons were established in 
t.ue", Celebes. People were ruthlessly <-aptured and sent off as 
slaves to the slave ships. Entire populatiom of viilages \fere 
thus stolen. In the whole of Java scarc-e a family could be ~und 
that had n<1t. to mourn the loss of some member thus betrayed 
into,slavery., In 17 50, Danyauwngi had a p lplllation of 180,000 

SQU1S. IIy I8n, the number had dWll1dled down to 8,000. 

Such were the ,esults of the cTw·1 policy. 
Nr:.w COMl<H.s.-A little later than the Dutc~, the French 

founded their fll ~t East Imlia COII.p my. One after another, six 
Compahies were formed. in France. It was only, how('ver, by the 
middle of thl eighteenth cl:ntury that France had anv prlssession . . 
of note. 
- FIRST 'BRITISH ENDEAVOURS.-By the end of the fifteenth 
centUlY, Briti~h adventurers had tned to gain jl. footing in India. 
In I578, a Venetian vessel, laden with Indian ware, was wrecked 
off the hIe of Wight. Thi~ event gave a great ftllip' to the 
adv,,'nturous f<:cling, and a dl~ire tu 0PU1 up trade with Jndia was 
\\iddy spread. Some few Englioh mercl1.1nts got as far as the 
Court of the Gre.lt Mogul, but nuthing def1nite occurred before 
the Jay~ of Queen Eli£abeth. 

FlRST ENGLISH EAST I~rA COJlII'ANY.-Thc hnglish mer· 
chants r~ceived f,om Queen Elizabeth, in I 589, r~ermission .to 
trade with India~ and in 1600 the Ea~t India Companj was 
incorj)orated by Royal Charter. At fir~t it was a quite small 
thing. India was as a fabled land, and A5iatic potentates were 
regarded with re"pect. For a timet the Company was content to 
trade with the islan,is 'ying off the Indian coast j but politics 

·we:-.: "kind. In 1610, an English fket lying off Swally was • attacked by the Portuguese. The Britons were l'ictorious. The 
Portuguese, in bad odour with the nat;ves, did the English a good 
turn. The news travelled to I)elhi, ann, the Great Mog~l, 
rejoici'ng in th? defeat of Portugal, gave ~e victors fave to 
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and Gaga. For this privi~ege. the B~~i.4,~&e to pay 3i per 
<JI!nt. export duty on all their shIpments. 

THE MOGUL RECEIVES AN ENVOY.-Four years later, at the 
same place, between the same combatants, and with th~ Sllll116 

resnit, another battle was fought. The political results were far­
reachlJ1g. An envoy from James I. was accepted by the Great 
Mogul, and the two Courts came into conta('t. . 

SIR THOMAS ROE.---The English reprC5entatj~e was ~ Sir 
Thomas Roe. It i~ exceedingly mterestil,g, at the present time, 
to see wl1.lt his attitude was, and what hi5 view, ~{ere. Lessons 
had already b\:;en learned from the Portuguese and their lost 
opportunities. In the judgment of Sir Thomas, there was only 
one reason for opening up comm'Jl1ications with the E<'~'t-that 
reason was TRADE. Trade \\'ould open up enormou~ ad,an~ages 
to both parties. On thp. other hand, Imperialism was full of .. ' 
danger. Acquiring territory wa5 unwise j ports were not 
necessary. 

To m<).ke business successful, economy was needed. Indeed, 
he went so far as to recommend that his own office be 
abolished. Two native agents were well-nigh enough to do ":he 
work: one residing at .Delhi and watching over Briti,h interests, 
for which he would receive £100 per year; the other rc:siding at 
the British nort, and receiving £so per year. And he thoughr 

r 
one factory would suffice. 

}Var he 5tr OIlf':/Y opposed. "Land wars" 'lnd "gJrrison," 
consU.p:led all gain. The Porluguc'ie "hdd been bef'gared by 
the keeping of soldiers." "War and traffic are incompatible." 
"At my firstoJanival I understood a fort was very necessary, 
but experience teaches one; we arc n~fused it, to our own 
advantage. If the Emperor would offer me t(.n, I would not 
accept one." But in the days of Sir Thom~s RoC', the M'ogul 

.l 

Emperor was a greater mvnalch than an English king.' 

1 "When other natioSs I('prescnt us at this day as having crept in upon that 
new regi<y'l, in a humule aspect and with low pretensions, 'we may well ask 
what elsf 'we could do I VIle I,vere few and humble. and limited in our I)biects. 
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. ,~ 
JEHANCIR.-TN>, .• 16h~'ch seated on the Mogul throne at this 

time was Jehangir, the? son of Akbar. Akbar, who was one <Jt 
the greatest of Indian monar'.'h~, at his acees.,ion found India 
divided into a va~t number of kingdoms. The divisions came 
about by differences of Race and Religion j but the time ~ad 
come for these differences to be temporarily healed. Alite by 
wise diplomacy and by v"lollr, the Empile was extended, and 
the 1rontierg embraced the l\Iohammeclan l,jngdom~ of Norlhem 
India. The ~mbition of Jehangir wa~ to complete the work 
begun by his father: to cxtenrj his tlull1illions until, in the South, 
they should embrace Southern India, and in ,tlC North they 
"hould"includc Afghal1i~t,ll1. IIis ~~plratiun~ were not lealised. 
The people~ were not cemented together by sympathy. The 
statei eonq uered by his father grew I estle~s, and a~pired to win 
back .their independence. These dIfficulties kept him' from 
cealing with the Portllguc~e a~ he probably \\ ould have done; 
but they were a llui::'1.nce to him, ,md he \tas glad when the 
British cntercd the liots against th(,111. And so It pme about 
that. the British obtaineu permis~ion to trade anywhere in his 
domini9l1s. 

MANY COMPANlL":;. -It wa, natural that 'the different Eurc)pean 
countries should ('nter the Indian market: Portugal, Holland, 
Denmark, and France, besides ourselves, hau entcJ:4!d into the 
running. But llritisb intcrhts grew complex. A rival Dntish 
Company, in whicih the King wa, intere~ted, had been startid . 

• Then Sir ThoJ1Ja~ Roe's ideas gradu"lIy waned, and fortific~tions 
were built. These difficulties, and some dlohollour,lble dealings 
on the part of the King, nearly brought the c:mcern to the 
ground. In 1630, tlte two C~mpanies were united. But 
interl~pers kept leaving England to do business on their own 
lecount, an.I war was comtantly waged upon these intruders. 
These matters brought about ~eriou5 debate" in the House of 
Commons, and in 1662 new powelS were granted to the Company. 

and nut a little dnzz c(l nnd amazed at the <,pectacle 0' ~ociety, orga+ed on a 
JC~ wbbIly new to Europear. imaginalion."-V. M.artilleau. 
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Henceforth they were allowed to m~- on non·Christian 
~ates, and to send home any unlicensed trader. Two years after 
this they had given them the powers of Admiralty. 

A NEW POWER.-These privileges made the Company a poii­
tidl power. They might declare War on native states j and 
from\. this time the history of the Company is unFleim. The 
malpractices that have so cursed India commenced. The 
Company WdS, fir~t of all, anxious to make mOllc),. Distance 
from home, and difficulty of communication, gave di,honourabL:: 
servants full opportunity to carry out cli"honol rable action". 
Many traded dn their own a( count; for thi~ Sir Edward Wmter 
was 5usptadecl. He was able', hcm ever, to dery the l~9mpany 
for two years, and to imprison th.,,! g~l1tleman whet was sent to 
supersede him. Dom\,ay now fell illto tLe hands of the C0'11pany. 
It was eeded to England by POl,tug:\I, and was handeJ on to the 
Company "to 'be held in common soc~ge, as of the Manor of 
East Greenwich, em payment of .£'10 per year, in gold, tvery 
30th Septembcr." By 1685, Bengal had become a sc:parate 
agency. Trade had developed, and wealth had grown. • 

DANf;&<.S.-But, as of len happens, wealth brought difficulty. 
Sir J Qsiah Chilli bdicvecl more territory wa'> needed, and in true 
English f.l.shion, thought to take what he needed. Native re­
sentment w~s at that time sufficiently strong to make itself felt. 
The Nawah of Bengal seized the fa,l'JrY at Patna, and the English 
fie(i, and toe,]c up quarters near Calcutta. With diffi!':ulty the 
factotcies wele re-start~d in the following YUH. 'fhe entire divorce 
of morals and business in the case of SIr Josiah Child is seen in his 
dealings with .!vIr. Vaux. This gentlemd,tl, in 1686, (ntered the 
Complny's service as mal1ager~ lIe 1', as t\nxioU5 to carry out the 
LlWS of his country, He received a rebuke which was the: e~pres­
sion of a pirate. "Sir Josiah told Mr. Vaux roundly.that he ex­
pected his orden were to be bi" rules, and not the laws of Eng­
lanrJ, which were a heap of nonsense, compiled by a few ignorant 
country gentlemen ,vho hardly knew ilOW to make laws for the 
good g~,ernment of '-their own private families, mueh less for the 
regulatfng o~ comp~pies end foreign commerce." In 16'90, \b~ 
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village of Cah.:utta, Mi $alled from the goddess Kalee. was 
purchased. But the Mogul, Aurungzcbe, had grown angr, 
with tQe English, who were S(:;..!D in a somewhat different light 
ffom that in which they first appeared. So keen was his 
resentment, that he had determined to expel them from ~is 
dominions. Surat was taken, the English agents impris!'llled, 
Bombay besieged, and Masulipatam and Vizagapatam seized. 
The' English tendered an apology, and paid a fine of '£15,000, 

whereupon the Emperor withdrew from Bombay, and gave orders 
that Surat should be restored. 

DIFFICULTIES AT HOM E.-Nor was the Con1pany in good 
Ti'pute at home. A new charter had been obtained by bribery. 
It was 'rorfe~ed by neglect in three months. Then merchants 
and Lllanufacturers petitioned against the Company. An inquiry 
was sect Qn foot, and it was found that the Company had devoted 
in one year ,£100,000 to bribery. But the HOUiie of Commons 
stifled inquiry. Tile recipients of bribes were al1longst the 
highest cla,ses, and the King him5c1f was seen to have accepteu 
a large sum. In 1702, a new amalgamation was fo;med. The 
uni;n .of rival Companies came none too soon. _"cheming 
scoundrels of Loth parties were playing their own cards.. The 
differing interests were selling each other, or the Mogul or 
anybody eloe that could be solJ. N Of wa~ tbis all. The . . 
munbers of one CompaPlY tried to get the representativps 
of the other Company imprisoned. Sir N. Waite, 1)[ one of .he 
Companies, brib~d with £2,700 some: of the Mussulnlj:n to 
lod<ie his opponents in prison. Thi~ kind of thing was lJeing 
done by both partie~. 

AURUNGZEBE DlES.-tBut fate ~as resting a heavy hand on 
Indi~. Aurungzebe, the Great Mogul, died. A stern Moham­
medan, he .had put a poll tax on non-Mohammedans; hence 
the Mahrattas, devoted Hindoo'i, had, under Seevajee, risen in 
successful revolt. The Sikhs, haroj inhabitants of the Punjab, 
had commenced do movement, which later on gamed them 
independence. In the N :lrth, the Rajput States had urited and 
Wised bitter war. And now Aurun&febe was gat~ereft. to his 
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fathers, leaving a disunited and sadl; diminished Empire. To 
add to the bitterness, the inheritance of his children was st0len 
by his generals. So political power passed to the hands, uf the 
soldiery. Then the Sikhs revolted, only to be suppressed with 
m~ciless cruelty-a cruelty that was never forgiven. Stories 
were"'handed down from father to son of Mogui atrocIty. For 
150 years the hatred lasted, and then the opportunity came to 
payoff old scores. The Sikhs joined hands with the British; and 
fought the Mogul descendants at the siege of Delhi. 

DIVISIONS OF THl<. EMPIRE.-- More imHlious' were the foes 
within the gatt!. The Viceroy of !Jude took the pwvince com­
mitted to his care, and e~tabli5hed a dynasty. The Vit;e~ of the 
Deccan did the same. Dy hb in5tigation, Persians Uf1d t\fahrattas 
invaded the Empire. So provinces were captured and tributes 
exacted. Six times was the unhappy Empire imJ.ded ljy the 
Afghans. Cabul was established as an independent provinc~, and 
the Punjab was ceded:.. way. 

RUSSELL'S LETTIm.-Dut the mo~t to be dreaded of eneruit:s 
was unwatched. Who could have seen the shadow of the sword 

• in the Pttn of this remarkable appeal? And yet the wrjter was 
Governor of Bengal. ~'The supplication of John Russell, who is 
as the minutest grain' uf sand, and whose forehe,ad is the tip of 
his footstool, who is absolute monarch and prop of the universe; 

to 
whose throne may be compared to that of Solomon, and whose 
rCl(.owl1 is .!qual to that of Cyrus .... The EnglishmcH having 
tra:de~ hitherto in l1nngal, Orissa, and Behar, cu'stom free (except 
in Surat), are your Majesty's most obulient slaves, always intent 
upon your commands. We have readily observed your most 
sacred orders, and have foun~ favour .• "We have, as becomes 
se':vants, a diligent regard to your jlart of the sea .... We ~rave 
to have your Majesty's permis~ion in the :lbov~-mentioned 

places as before, and to follow our hu~iness without molestation.­
Calcutta, September 15, 1712." 

LARGE GATNS.-I~ the meantime, Jnd largely by the diplo­
macy of ,~.basement, 4,'1e Company throve. Twice did a surgeon's 
skill wiq\avour from the I:,rinces. Twice did the Company gai,p 
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thereby. In one case, a Zerr.indarship, or revenue farm, of 37 towns, 
was but a part of the price for a clever doctor's service. An~ 

yet th~e were dangers. The Horne Government wanted money. 
Some at home, anxiom to get the concern into theIr hand, for a 
plicc, offered a bribe to the Government. The Company sta~d 
off the ll1fficulty by offering a larger bribe. They adv;ri1ced 
£'2.~,OOO, m1rl so secured :111 e:..tC'n~jon of the charter to the year 
1766. 

N EW DEVELOP;\IEN rs.--The breaking up of the central power 
brought the various kinglets l11to new alltance'>, and Europeans 
were not ~Iow to reap arJvJ.llta.;c. The COtl1pal~e~, becoming 
political power<, Legan to orgJ.nise solJicries. The Iir5t to 
recruit ~epo.lcgil1lents were the French. They '>lW the great 
pc.ssibl lities which might cnsue from the pos5cs,ion of well­
drilled natives, and they also saw that with the divi~ion5 in 
In:lian life, such troops would be not only obtainable, but 
rcli,ble. 



CHAPTER II 

LABOURDONNAIS.-At this time the fortunes of the French in the 
East were directed by two remarkable men, Dupleix ana' 
Labourdonnais. The latter had b"en Governor of the Mauritius, 
then known :t3 the Isle of Frar,ce, and from thence he bad 
imported well-trained negroes into India. These men had been of 
singular service, and the quiclr-witted Fr~nchmen were nor slow to 
take in the value of the dark-skinned troops. The wa~ which broke 
out Over the Austrian succession L.:tween France and Englar,d 
brought about fighting in India. The French were willng to 
establish neutrality in the East, but the idea was rejected by 
the British. For a time everything seemed to favour the Frenc:h. 
Labourdon~ais took Madras, and granted easy terms to his 
English (oes, 'Jut Dupleix de:1ied the right ot his colleag~e Lv 

make such terms, m.d broke the Capitulation. A stfll more 
impo~tant event was lhe defeat of the Nawab of the Camatic by 
Labourdonnais. It was the first victory that had for a hundred 
years been gained by Europeans. hn impUlse was now given to 
F~nch am1)ition-a lustre was slJed on French arm~, and native 
prin~3 sought alliance with such distinguished 'soldiers. 

THE THEF l' OF Dl'.VEI<: Co rTA. --The fortunes of France were 
not long to remain in the ascendant. Sahujee had been deposed 
from the throne of Tanjore l~ his il1egi~matl' brother-Pretaup 
Si'lg. Sahujee besought the aid of the rlritish, and offered as a. 
price for restoration the fort of Dcvee Cotta. nut the British 
had already acknowledged the other claimant, and had svught his 
aid against the French. British good faith was nothing. As it 
seemed to their ad'flntage, the Compa:JY's agents at once turned 
round '1)on their ow& arrangements-allied themselves to Sahujee; 
and to ~lake quite sure of their pay, sent a force to secure Devee • 
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Cotta, Clive, who wanted to secure the fort, was beaten; but 
under Lawrence a ~urcessful attack WiS made. By this tim~ 
the British felt they" had put their money 011 the wrong horse." 
Pretaup Sing was found to be the stroflber prince, and peace was 
made with him. To put a final touch of honour upon the rf/:o­
ceedings, 'Dcvee Cotta wa') h pt, and Sahujee was held as a pri~gner. 
Altogether, it was a blackguardly bminess, but it was a fair 
indication of what Engli.,h action in India would be. 

DUPLEIX.-WhIle thi~ wa') going on, a more important di,pute 
was taking pl'lce The NII-[llll of thc Dcccan died. One of his 
prerog,llives was to llallle the Na\\.lD ,dhl shc,uld' ruk over the 
(,arnatic. Two set, of claimants n').v aplkarcd, and in~<,much a'i 
the Fre~ch 1Pproved of the one 'et, the L!.:tHuS of til(' other two 
were promptly recognised by the British. In the engagements that 
followed, the French triumphed, and the pnnce') whose came 
tht.. Briti,h were championing fled to Tn( hll1opoly. Hcreupon 
the NiulTll, who wa~ upheld by FlanC'e, proclmm,;d Dupleix as 
Governor of the Mogul's dl)minions. In his own hon~ur, DU[lleix 
built himself a CIty, and in its centre, t,) commemorate his achieve­
ments, ~e erected a column. It seemed as though British influ­
ence must die. Tnchinopoly was be,ieged.by the French, and was 
in dire straits. A column made up \)f n:1tive and of British troops 
was sent to relieve the place. 'j he Sepoys slovJ, the British 

" bllt:d. Anything more hopeless could hardly be Imagined. 
ADVr:NT OF CLlvE.-The turn in the tide came with the actiQ,l1s 

of Clive. Scoundrel he proved hImself to be, but he was a s(>/dicr. 
He persuaded his superior" to let him create a dIversion by making 
an attack upon AreoL WIth a force nude up of 200 Europeans 
and 300 Sepoys, he ",dvil1ced. TI~ough some mysterious reason, 
f- terror seized the garfj"on. Fort and town were precipitately 
abandoned, and Clive entered in triumph. It was for him now to 
be besieged, for the enemy, 1;uperior in numbers, at once prepared 
an attack. But Clive undelstood h;' Sepoys, and in every way 
made himself their hero. He studied their feelirlgs, their prejudices, 
and their rdiglOn. And in thi~ moment of da~ger his consiJIeration 
p",d him well. The question of caste, w,Llich divided the nltives off 
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from the British, entered into the cooking of food. By religious 
flbelief the Hindoo could not eat of rice cooked by Europeans. 
The Sepoys suggested that they should cook the rice, .and in 
return for this favour, they would live on the rice water, while the 
Eftropeans should have the rice itself. Clive agreed. And now 
fort~ne turned. The soldierly qualities of Clive were brought 
into full prominence. The besiegers were beaten l.hck with loss, 
and the English, it was seen, could fight after all. Thereupon a 
Mahratta chief joined the young Englishman. The siege was 
raised-the besiegers were pursued, and the Sepoys, who had 
fought with t~ French in large numbers, changed thelr service, 
and joined the English. The Rajahs of Mysore and Tanjgre soon , 
sent contingents, and a fighting forcf! of strengti was at the 
command of the Bnti5h chief. From now the British gair.ed the 
upper hand. In the end the French army capitulated -the:: monu­
ment built by Dupleix was destroyed, his city was razed, and the 
English nominee was proclaimed Nawab of the Carnatic. French 
influence, however, remaioed supreme at the Nizam's Court. 

CLIVE GOES HOME AND RETuRNs.-Clive, largeJy through r.is 
energy, failed in health, and returned home. He was. by no 
means a poor man, bu* in two years he wasted his savings, and 
had been unseated in tlle House of Commons for bribery. He 
had therefore to return to India. This he did with the rank of 

! 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Deputy-Gove'fnor of Port St. George. He 
s~n found payable work. A pirate named Angria was attacked • 
by tre Mahrattas and by Clive. Angria's stronghold, Gheriah, as 
well as large booty, was taken. By arrangements the Mahrattas 
were to have retained Gheriah. It was kept by the British. 

TREACHERY.-Soon after Clive's re'<}rn, a difficulty arose 
between the allies, the Rajah of Mysore and Mohammed Ali'(l 
the ruler of the Carnatic. Molpmmed Ali had promised to cede 
Trichinopoly to the Rajah for assistance given. Now that Ali 
was out of his difficu1ties, he refused to stand to his bargain, and 
in his refusal receiver". the support of the Eaglish. Hereupon the 
ruler ofrMysore and the Mahratta~ opened up communications 
with the French. Fortullately for the Company, France took.,a 



, 
narroW view of Dupleix's difficulties, recallOO him at a moment 
that was, at least, da.ngerous for the Company, and made a treaty. 
with E~land. The arrangements were favourable to Brlta.in. 

SVRAJAH DOWLAH.-We had barely pscaped possible dangers 
from Dupleix when we found ourselves at war with Sura~h 
Dowlah, &he Viceroy of Beogal. Like other viceroys, Surtjah 
had become ~rilctically independent of the Great Mogul. One 
of his officers, in disgrace, had fled, and taken refuge with the 
British. Surajah demanded the restoration of hIs offie-er. The 
demand was rHused, thereupon Calcutta was attacked and 
taken. Calcutta was an English town. Upon itfll capture, 146 
Englishmen were taken as prisoners. It is in connection with 
them tha' the Viceroy's cruelty has been so frequently denounced. 
He promised ~at not a hair of their head, should be injured. But 
he lCKlged them in the garri~on prison for the night. The prison was 
a mere hole, 20 feet square, and in the mormng, when the guards 
came, 123 persom were found dead. Many of the best authorities 
entirely disbelieve that Surajah knew the nature of the tomb to 
which his prisoners were consigned. It was the English garrison 
prison, and, as one of our lJisturians asks: "What had they to do 
with a Bid.(k Hole? Had no Black Hole (jxisted, as none ought 
to exist anywhere, least of all in the sultry and unwholesome 
climate of Bengal, those who perished in the Black Hole of 
Calcutta would have experienced a dIfferent fate." "he Black 
Hole is an evidence of our own cruelty, and conjecture may a!jJc 
why It existed, an~ how many suffered ther~? The blackCiling 
of Surajah's character served to c .. over up our own villainy. Only 
for a short time did Calcutta remam in the hands of the enemy. 
A few months later, an <'l.xpedltlOn tinder ClIve set out. A series 
of brilliant succes~es f<flowed, and a treaty of alliance, both 
~ffensive and defensive, was the result. 

CLIVE'S TRE:ACHERY.-And flOW comes further treachery. The 
treaty was soon broken. Surajah was thought not to be friendly 
to the English. These fears led Clive to bel~ve that he might, 
if opportunity offered, side with the French .• It was theeeupon 
decided to depose him. Theyhad po other reason for susfjeetin~ 
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hi' sympathy with the 'French tbaa the fact of his hfwi~, wit1t 
e\'en hand, held the scales of justice as between the Rrench and 
the English., both of whom had factories in his ternto!iY. I There 
is one bright spot in this blackguardly business. Admiral Wat;$on 
" ~clared it to be an extraordinary thing to depose a, man they 
had·so lately made a treaty with." But in the Hou*.of Com­
mons, Clive afterwards unblushingly upheld his I!>wn doctrine. 
He declared they could' not stop where they \'I ere. They had 
established themselves by force, not by coment. Their 0wn 
safety demanded that they should do as thef had done, or 
Surajah migh' have endtavoured to drive them out again. 

MEER JAFFlER.-The methods adopted to carry out this 
scoundrelism were worthy the men and the aims. ~or is it 
uninteresting to find that Warren Ha&ting£ was in th!work. They 
had first to debauch some of the VIceroy's officers. Meer 
Jaffier-the creature selected-was at once paymaster In Sura5Jlh's 
army and his uncle by marriage. The terms of tJy3 contract are 
found in Orme's "History of India," as well as in other works. 
Bribes were flung broadcast, and the meanest trickery was 
perpetrated. By the same couner, Chve wrote letters of a 'most 
affectionate charac.ter w Surajah Don lah and to the conspirators, 
In which he promised as&lSto.nce to Meer Jaffier. CUre's chief 
agent was a wealthy merchant, named Omichund. It was his 
special busfness to soothe his master, and guide him into dIfficulty. 
Bijt Clive's pay was unsatIsfactory, and Omichund demanded 
.£3010,000 al> the price of secrecy. To throwS his aJent off the 
scent, C\lve drew up a 5ham treaty, and forged the name of 
Admiral Watson. He then made an openly offensive movement 
against Surajah. Arrangemfnts were .then made with Meer 
Jaffier. Should an engagement take pll:e, he was to des8rt on 
the day of battle. The forces were altogether dtl>proportion~ 
Under the banners of Surajah, 68,000 men were ranged. Clive 
was followed by only about 3,200. But Meer Jaffier had bribed 
heavily. No resis~nce was offered, except by a small body of 
Frenchr while on t~ field of battle ltself, conspiracy did its work. 
Surajalt'was urged by one of the dnspirators to flee. So ended 



,Ii 
J j tit" 

Ute tiM paIt ill this treacherous work. But Clive was Dot "" 
ordinary seonndt'tlL Those who intrigued with him little 
unoel'ltood how great a ma&ter'in crime they served. 

QtalCBUND.-The day following the battle, Meer Jaffier was 
graciously receIved. Then came Surajah's fate. He had betn 
captured .• The letters from Clive, so affectionate and so fu18~me, 
notwithstanding, he was put to death. Meer Jaffier now received 
his reward, care being taken to obtain a firman from the Delhi 
Court. Omichund, traItor and tool, was present at the installa­
tion of the new Viceroy. He was there waiting to receive hIS 

rewards. He was abruptly told of thp treachery ptactised upon 
him: that no treaty eXIsted, and that no rewards were f1'rthcorn­
ing. Htwa~ a traitor met by treachery. The rnan was aghast. 
His mmd gav~ way, and a few months later he died, a drivelling 
idiot. Nor did others fare so well as they had hoped. Surajah's 
treasury was found to be insufficient to meet the promised bribes. 
The amounts already voted were heavy. The. Company was to 
have 10,000,000 rupees as compensatIOn for the capture of 
Calcutta. The English inhabitants were to be soiaced with 
5,000,000 rupees j and a sum of 2,000,000 rupees was to satisfy 
the Induins. Then the sum of 2,500, 000 Tllpe.:s was to be asked 
for on account of the squadron, Jnd II ltke amount for the army. 
There was not enough money to meet the bribe::.. R~t Colonel 
Clive was generous. He wa3 satisfied with between £250,000 

and £300,000 for himself, and surely a successful forger, a~4 
murdeter, and Iiar·deserved little less! 

CLIVE GAINS WEALTH.-By the terms with Meer laffier, the 
French were to give up their fact ones, and be excluded for 
ever from Bengal. The j:::ompany IfIso had landholders' rights of 
\&2 squlU'e miles of layj, round Calcutta. This gave the Com­
pany the right to collect rents from the cultivators of the land, 
subject only to the payment of a land tax, receIved br the Nawab 
as the representative of the Great Mf)gul. But two years later 
Clive so arranged ~ttel:S that the land taXfwas made oveli to 
him. By this fief, he occupied the strang~ position 1'1 being 
landlord to his own employJa. By tljs arrangement b~etted 
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£30,000 per annum. This arrangement was for thJ term of his 
,natural life. It need not be explained that no lndian has since 
had it. When Clive died, the Company took possession. I 

TREACHERY TO MEER JAFFIER.-Clive and the Company had 
ndt done badly with Meer Jaffier. Dowlah's treasUty had been 
pra~tically passed over to them. Meer Jaffier'~ treasury was a 
poor thing to go on with. It was not long before he was months 
in arrear to the Company. But the men who had dealt with 
Omichund as thcy had done were not likely to act kindly to his 
fellow-conspirator. He was found to be vicious" lnd inefficient. 
It was not ea'f!t.l to be efficient with Surajah's l1Ioney gone. Meer 
Jaffier, therefore, must be deposed, and go. Thcn Meer Cassim 
gave the Company the revenues of Birdwan, Midnarrfbre, and 
Chittagong for the position, and Meer J afTIer retir!d into private 
life. Rulership under the conditions laid down was impossible. 
He strove hard for three years to meet his obligations .• He 
himself had to put on the screw for collecting revenue. Th{: 
poor cultivator began to feel the blcssing of British rule. Military 
aid was lent to Cassim in hi~ work of collccting-a somewhat 
serious fact for ,im and for his ~ubjects. All these things dum!, LI.e; 
toll was not forthcoming, and the English Resident at Patna treated 
him with the utmost insolence, seized his collectors, and took a 
quantity of saltpetre which had been purchased for his own use. 

BRITISH' BRJ(xANDS.-By this lime the Company had so 
m,anaged affairs as, in its business, to enjoy exemption from duty 
both with imports and exports. Now that English rule was 
developing, and they were getting their hands firmly round the 
natives' throats, the Company's servants claimed for themselves the 
same privileges. And alas! many native rulers were helpless. 
The English had got the whole of theq.money. They had the 
positions of power. They had a mercenary army, and the native~ ' 
were face to face with ruin. The ble~,ings of being under a 
Capitalist rule were now clear. Capitalists, large and small, 
looked on the India~ as fair game. "Privilie individuals, runaways, 
and thft like, under .;:he colour of the English flag, bought goods 
at theit' own price; sold them at their own price; compelled 

~ - " 
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those to se\l who refused to sell; those to buy who would not 
buy; forbade all dealings by others till their own were conc1uded~ 
and u~d personal violence freely to attain their ends." An 
arrangement had been made whereby private traders sho~ld 

pay the same tax, 9 per cent., as the Indian merchant. • :All 
that the IEnglish would give was 2i per cent., and that on salt 
alone. Meer'Cassim, it was true, had been placed in authority 
by the British; but as he saw the singularly brutal conduct 
of these British gentlemen, he abolished all duties, and threw 
trade open to' every body. This was construed into treachery, 
and Cassim "as deposed. 

MEER CASSIM OVERTHRowN.-At this time Cassim was not 
in arrears. liow he met his engagements, no one would perhaps 
kn'Jw ~o well as the unfortunate cultivator. Still, he was not in 
debt. But it was necessary to be a mere puppet as well as a 
li'1uidator of debts. Meet' J allier wa:., therefore, replacep ~ his 
old position. But Cas~im had spirit. He n!!got;ated \\"ghe 
Nawab of Oude, met the British in fair fight, al}d ~hO\ed 
unexpected powel s of re&istance. It was an unhappy adventure, 
however. correct the attitude, on the part of the Nawab. The 
Mogul Empire had heen defe..ttld by APghan arms, and the 
appearance of the English on the North west Provinces urought 
the Nawab to the p' ~ition of a suppliant. 

CLIYE'S REFORMS. I-Clive, w110 had been home again for four 
years, returned to India in 1763. Two things henceforth mark 
his policy. First, ~e maintained in name the power and auth~rity 
of the Mogul Emperor. When, therefore, what were really 
annexions came about, they were taken under the fiction of being 
grants from the M0gu~ Second1'y, he 50ught to purify the 
<;ompany's st;rvice. HI sought to put down illicit gains. He 
guaranteed a reasonaule salary for honest service. He probably 
saw that the continual drain \Vollld ruin the country. And 
ind~ed the Company's service was bad. Men left England poor; 

1 The Company saw Ihat unlt'ss lcforms were intrllllced India would be 
ruined. They therefore turned tc q.i.ve, and sent him ~ut with instru~tions to 
comiletllly reform the .ervicc. • 
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they soon returned rich. Scandals on every hand Jere heard, 
cnd Clive, therefore, required that all servants:....civil and military­
should sign an agreement, whereby they pledged themselves ,not to 
accept presents from native princes. These reforms made Clive 
un~OfUlar. Indeed, the commands were sometimes disobeyed. 
A case in point is that of General Carnac. He enriched hJmself to 
the tune of £20,000 I by obtaining a prescnt from l~le Emperor. 
Having secured that, he signed the agreement as required. 

HOME AUTHORITI£S PROTEST. -The war in Oude was ter· 
minated by the Nawab throwing himself OT. the' mercy of the 
English; but Ple home authorities disapproved of the conquest 
of the state. So the province wa" given back to the Nawab, 
upon condition of his paying o.n indemnity towards the expenses 
of the war. The Company tock over the fiscal adLl~inistration of 
Bengal, Behar, and Ori~sa for 20 lac~ of rupees per year. 
A kind of dual administration was formed for Bengal. The 
English maintained the army and received aJl the reven.les. 
Criminal jurisdiction was vested in the Nawab, who received so 
much per' year. Under such conditions, the Nawab was a 
veritable puppet. 

THE NAWAI: OF I H~ CARNi\ lIe ROIlB~D.-Dut the Coml'ani~ 
hand., were laid "cry heavily even on their own friends. 
Mahomed Ali wab their ally against the French. He had been 
recognised') as Nawab of the Carnatic. Now that the French 
were out of the way, there seemed a possibility of showing the 
Nav. lb how the advantages of such an alliance"were entirely with 
him-that, in facl, he was merely our nominee. With splendid 
effrontery we demanded the financial management of four of his 
districts. It "as a keen, cc~1 way of, making the Company's 
finance flourish. The Nawab saw ta;t he was in hopeless 
plight, and tried in return to obtain a guarante(:: of protection. 
The request was refused; it was not for him to make conditions. 
Mr. Pigott wrote: "The Company do not take anything froin 
you j they are the givers, you are a receiver." Perhaps the 
same ~ ~asoning mi1ht have been equally clear when the same 

'l 
1 Ludlow says £200,000. 
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prince madl a treaty with the Company, whereby he should be 
exempt from English interference, upon payment of 31 lacs o~ 
rupees ~ three of these being on account of Trichinopoly. The 
treaty was not sufficiently embarrassing. The Company raised 
their demand to 50 lacs, and called upon him tf) pay for ~e 
siege of Pondicherry. Again he stipulated; this time ..that he 
should receive the captured stores. The servants of the 
CO'l1pmy kept them for their own use, and promised that the 
value should be allowed him in their employer's account. The 
Court of Directors disapproved these things, but the stores were 
not passed over to the Nawab. Tlw same prine. had a claim 
against the Rajah of Tanjore. Here wa~ an opportunity! The 
Compan} mediated between the two allies. The daim was fixed 
at 22 lacs; :nd as the Nawab wa~ indebted to them, they, as 
creditors, kept the money. 

FIDI!.LITY I)F TIlE SEPOV.--So the princes saw their powers 
passing. Enthu~ed hy Cliw, the Sepoys won the battles for 
the Company, only to pa<;5 their own countries into the hands 
of the foreigner; yet nothing surpassed the fidelity or'the Sepoy. 
When Clive commenced reforms, the of/icers mutinied; on a 
given d;y, two hundred of them resigned tkeir military positions. 
Clive separated the Sepoys ftOm the mutinous officers. He 
relied upon his Sepoyq. They gave him their cf)rdial fiddity. 
So with equanin~ity he stood his ground, while waiti~g for fresh 
officers from FOlt 8t. George. And now Clive saw the possi­
bilities of Empir~. The time had come, he wrote home, ~hen 
they should, or should not, take all into their own hands, and 
rule with an army at their back. The power at Delhi was to be 
a myth. The nabobs ~re to be ~he British; but the army was 
~ative. It wa~ the Inc~n that was to hold what was conquered; 
It was the Indian that was to conquer ~he rest of India. And so 
with a prophetic vision, Clive returned home in 1767. His energy 
had been no small factor in building up what was even now an 
empire. He was but forty-two years old; Ylt he had nut gained 
happiness if he had gained renown. Six fears later .e shot 
bimRf'lf. It was not the le:st meritorious deed of his~ife. 



CHAPTER III 

THE pO,ltlOn of affairs at Clive's return was full of interest. 
Europeans other than the British had been overturned. In the 
Deccan, Mohammedan princes were still poW'erful'; the same was 
true in Middle India, and in the upper regions of tht: Ganges. 
The Sikhs were all-powerful in the Punjal:>, and the Mahrattas 
were a force to be reckoned with. But no unity b<Yllnd the 
Indians together, and a close ob~er\"er must ~ve sel'n the 
possibility of these races gradually giving way before the advance 
of the aggressive European foe. 

HYDER ALI.-llut now a great Indian soldier arose. Spr~llg­
ing from the ranks, an un~ducatcd man, Hyder Ali acquired an 
influence oVer the Mussulman soldit:ry of Mysore. Short-lived 
though it was, he founded a dynasty, extended the borders of hi., 
country, and <;uccessf1.l11y wan cd against the Mahrattis. The 
two conquering powers were destined to meet. A treaty had 
been entered into, whereby the Briti;..h had to a ,sist the Niznm 
of thl! Dc&:an in any military undertaking that he might haye. 
Hyder att.tcked the Nizam, who called upon the British for aid. 
ThIS, was given; but, by a smart stroke of dipl&maC'y, the Nizam 
was weaned from his British alliance, and the two princes joined 
in making attack upon us. 1 he alliance was at first successful, 
but the English recovered thei.. ground; the Nizam renewed his 
alliance, and granted greater benefits th\n he bestowed before. 
Hyder Ali "as not defeated. The two powers met face t:) face~ 
H) der completely defeated the British; he dictated a peace; all 
conquests were to be mutually restored, and an alliance for 
defensh'e purposes was entered into. 

A U!t":LESS TREAtv.-The treaty was, as usual, so much waste 
IJapcr. ~ The Nawab of the Call1lrtic was heavily indebted to 
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English m~ney-Ienders. He was compelled by the English to 
protect his counby with a large force. The army made him I 
poor man. Partly from hib military expenses, and partIy from 
unscrupulous exactions, he found his income unequal to ,his 
expenditure. Sir J. Lindsay, the plenipotentiary from BI:itain, 
was at this time at Madras, settling the terms of the Treaty of 
Paris. The Nawab poured out his troubles to him, and com· 
plained bitterly again'lt the Company an.i against Hyder Ali. 
Whatever grounds of complaint he may have had against Hyder, 
that prince was our ally, who had at once beaten us and granted 
us generous terms. The value of the treaty was n<1.v all-important 
to Hyder. The Mahrattas had invaded hi~ country, and he was 
calling ~pon.us to carry out our pledge. The Nawab urged tiS 

to violate our treaty and join the Mahrattas. Sir J. Lindsay 
supported him. The Madras Government, on the other l,and, 
protested against such action on our pal t. In the end Hyder got 
rlO assistance, and it was no wonder that be b;lted U~ henceforth. 
While the~e things were going on, the dual sy~km of government, 
whereby we mamtained the army and received the revenue", and 
the natiye ruler rarried out the ('[immal juri,diction, was working 
badly. A famine broke out in Bengal. • One-third of the in­
habitants were swept away. '1 he Court of DIrectors blamed the 
dual system, and ordered, wherever possible, that. the entire 
control should pas~ into the hands of Briti!>h officials. They 
did not see that the continuous exartions of a foreign power were 
rcspc nsible. 

TJ,EACHERY TO THE RA]UI or TAN]ORE.-The next prince to 
feel the advantage of Rriti,h friendship was the R ~jah of Tanjore. 
He had been a faithfUl/By of the ~ritish, but wab, unfortunately 
i>r himself, unable t meet his monetary obligations. The 
Nawab of the Carnatic, afterwards kno.vn as the Nabob of Arcot, 
was his creditor. The Nawab regarded the Rajah as tributary. 
Bc-th princes were indebted to the Hdtish. To pay the British, 
the Nawab pr~ssed [he Rajah. In his ca&e tie money would not 
come, and he resolved to re1l¥=e some petty ~ieftains, ca~ed the 
Pol~ars. But the Na,wab h:mself c1ai~d sovereignty ave" these. 
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Hereupon he ordered the Rajah to desist. The Ra~h refused. 
Thereupon the British assisted the Nawab in attacking the Rajah. 
He, of course, was defeated, and agreed to an indemnity ihat he 
c~lld not pay. Then the allies had another chance. They seized 
part~ of his territory. 

THE POLYGARs.-The Nawab now declared th~tt thej Polygars 
owed him money. The British declared that the claim was 
unjust. These facts permitted the English to join in awicking a 
country that was beautifully fertile and well-tilled-the home of 
a prosperous and happy people. Fearful severities were inflicted 
upon them. 'Jne of the English officers, addressing the Council 
of the East India Company, spoke of the animosity of the people, 
and of their attacking the b;'3gage. "I can only det~rmjne it 
by reprisals, which will oblige uc, to plunder and bl1:~ the villages, 
kill every man in them, and take prisoners the Wume'1 and 
children. These are actions which the nature of the war. will 
require." 

FRESH TREACHERY TO TANJORE.-The Polygars destroyed, 
the confJ.uering allie~ made another onslaught upon the Rajah of 
Tanjore. There was no reason. To pay the sums dellhmdcd, 
he had pawned bis jewels and mortgaged his lanel. It was simply 
fdt, that as he had been wronged, so, if he had a chance, he 
might ally himself to Hyder Ali. "The President and Council 
solemnly recorded their bense of injustice." Yet the war was 
undertaken, the Rajah taken prisoner, and his country put into 
the nands of the N~wab. For once public fe'eling was shocked. 
Lord Paget moved in the matter, and the Rajah was restored. 
But troops were quartered upon him. He had to pay tribute, and 
h<! was bound in al\ his foreign polici'cs to he guided by the 
B " h n ntIs . • 

WARREN HASTINGS AND NUNCOMAR.-Thc hi:;tory of the 
Company at this time grows interesting, if for no other reason 
but because Warren Hastings takes an important position. He 
had been schoole~ under Clive. Tpt: meannesses of English 
action t:1ad gone int'..! his soul, and {?und deep sympathy. On the 
whole/ historians speak ~11 of him: that shows the value of Jllost 
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history. ~o worse man ever had the affairs of India in hand. 
The Company expected money. Hastings could always find~t 
somehow. If, as sometimes happened, the Directors complained 
of the way in which money was obtrtined, Hastings simply replied, 
if they wanted money, they must put up with the met. ods 
employftd by which to obtain it. His advent as Governor was 
marked'by a shameful intrigue. Clive had placed a Mohammedan, 
Mohammed Reza Khan, at the head of the Bengal administration. 
Shitab Roy, a brave soldier and a devoted follower of the British, 
had been assigned a similar position in Behar. Clive had, at any 
rate, keen insight when he placed these two menJn power. The 
former post carried with it a large salary, and a man named Nun­
comar ead sought the post. This man wa~ at once an able and 
:> wealthy mIn. :\~ a Brahmin, 1m person was held in veneration, 
but his character wa~ dC$picable. Of him Miss Martineau says: 
" His scoundreIism. wa~ so great as to disgust the English, and nn 
that account Cli\'e set him aside in (,lVOllr of H.eza Khan." At 
this time Bengal was not ~atisfying the London Court of Directors. 
There was a con~tant drain on the finances. Nuncomar had his 
"eeret agents in London. By mcans of these he persuaded the 
DlrectMs that Reza Khan was to blame. Secret imtructions • 
were llereupon sent to Hasting'>, bIdding him arrest Reza Khan 
and Shitab Roy. The Company's plans werc not of the purest. 
They decided upon taking over the whole of the re"'nue<;, and to 
place them in the hands of their own serv,1I1ts. The distinctly 
honourable chalacter of the two men arrested would, thiY felt, 
interfere with their plam. 

HASTINGS CHARGED BY NUNCOMAR.-The two Indians were 
now tried.. Both weI e acquitted .• To Shit,lb Roy an apology was 
tendered for the im,tf., and he was sent back, in great state, to· 
Patna. But the man was wounded at heart, and in a short time 
he died. Foiled in his attempt to ruin Rcza Khan, Nuncomar 
now attacked Hasting~, and charged him with having accepted 
large bribes. The Court believed Nuncomar. Hastings was 
ordered to refund the money. Hereuponliastings acted with a 
high hand. He denied tb~ authority of t~e Council! fnd in his 
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turn charged Ntlncomar with having forged a br.mC; some five 
,Years before. He laid the matter before the High Court; but in 
ihis Itlatter he was acting quite outside his recognised power. 
The alleged crime W.1S, if committed, committed in 1770. Juri~­

di~ion had only been given to this Court in 1774. But a school­
fellow of Hastings, Elijah Impey, tried the case, and N)lncomar 
was hanged. The execution, carried out in the tee.th ctf puhlic 
opinion, caused consternation. . 

REFORMS !-" Reforms" were now to be car~ed out. Clive 
had, under a guarantee of £300,000 pt'r year, coerced the 
Emperor to grant the use of Bengal. A p'1rt 0" the Ganges 
valley, which i~cluded the provinces of Allahabad and KOla, had 
al~o been retained. These were held under "the pre~nce of 
preserving them fur him." The Emperor now waI»ed wllat was 
his own. Of course, he was put off. ~h s brought the Mahratta~ 
into the field. They made a treaty, 'r'fhcreby they should be 
allowed to attack the Rohillas, and in return they would a3sist 
the Emperor in pressing forward his claims. 

THE NAW>\B OF OUDF AND THE ROHILLAS.-The Rohillas We're 
a Mohammedan people, of Afghan extraction, and were settled as 
landholders in the plains, which extended from the spurs- of the 
HImalayas to within 79 mik~ of DelhI. Their territory was 
splendIdly governed. Tile people were well-plOtect. d and 
content. Nttive industries were encouraged, and flourished, and 
the country was prosperous to a degree In consequence of the 
attack upon 'hem by the allle~, the Rohtllas SOUgllt the aid of the 
Nawat of Oude, agre,>ing to pay that pnnce 30 lac'> of rupees for 
the e>.pulsion of the foe. Meantime, the allie., qualrelled. The 
Mahrattas seized Delhi, a 1d (took the Emperor as prisoner. 
This produced an example of the peculvr morality llpheld by 
Ha~,tings. The Emperor's territory was in- part being pre~erved 
'or 111m, under arrangement with Clive. Hastir.gs, however, 
jeclarcd that as he ceased to be independent, he cea<;ed to be 
Emperor. He therefore had no empire, and could no longer 
claim tri~lte. The ~300,ooo per year must therefore be dropped. 
:t3ut the 4ifficulty of the Emperor affMded opportunity of dealin~ 
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with the Ntwab of Oude. Instead of holding Allahabad and 
Kora for the Emperor, he sold them to the Nawab for £500,000, 

• This blackguardly Lusiness was followed by one which was even 
worse, and which, in after year'!, formed a leadmg pomt in 
Hastmgs' impeachment. 

THE ROHILLAS TO BE EXTERMINATFD -The Nawab of Oude 
was now claimmg the payment of the sum agreed upon by the 
RfJhlllas for expelling their enemie'l. He, however, h1d not ex­
pelled them. The alhl s had fallen out among'lt themselves, and 
the Rohilla'l had escaped. They therefore dlspUkd the claim. The 
Nawab recogmsed the generosity of his new-found fliend, who had 
sold htm other people's terti tory, and feelmg exceedingly bitter 
agamst t~ Rohllla'i, offered Ha'itmg'l the ,>um of £400,000, and 
the payment 4t>f the troops furmshed, If he would assist in 
exterm'natmg former fnel'is J 

There IS probably not ~nother Instance on record where a 
clvihsed power entered into war WIth the avowed objt.ct of 
destroymg a people WIth whom It had no qU1rrd The English 
forces were put under the command of Colonel Champion The 
Rolllllas, despite a brave reSistance, were practlc.llly extermInated. 
Colonel OhamplOn protested agall1<;t the buJ:l hery, and appealed, 
without result, to the Nnbob to show lemty 

I The po,ltlOn t'\kw by I1asllng~ IS thu" dc'clI1K I hy Howeji. "There 
noes no seem to have eXIsted III the mille! of IIa,tmgs one hnm"n f .. clmg; 
a proposition \\hlch would have conrce! allllo<t any other m'ln WIth un­
,peakable horror W,\, .received by him as a tn'\Uer of OIdmary busll~ss. 
'Let us see,' "ay' lia,tlllg" '\\C hwe a heavy honded debt, at one tlme-
125 lac, of rupees. By thl~ a "l\lllg of near on,' thud of our mlht.uy expem.es 
w[)uld ue effected dUl mg the pen ad of such SlrVILe" ; the 4() l.w, \\ ould be an 
ample supply to our trea<;urY'"and the Vd' (the Nabob of Ou Ie) would be 
free'\ from a tloublesome 'lClflbour' The,e are the mon,tel". own word~; 
th.bargam \\as struck, but It w'ts agreen to he \..ept secret from the CounCIl 
and Court of DucctoT<. In one of IId.Stmg" letter. still extant, he tell- the 
}Tabob: 'ShoUld the RohJ!ias be gUIlty of a 'Jleach of theu agreement (a 
del.1and of 40 lacs, suddenly made upon therr. -lor 1Il tim vlle affau everythmg 
had a ruffia 1 charactel--they fir~t demanded thL r monel> and then mnrdered 
them)-we WIll thorou!;hly el;tef"ll1nat~ them. and setl~ vour Excelltltcv in 
the c(.untrr.''' 



OPPOSITION TO HASTINGS.-It seemed as if Ha:;;tflgs had now 
gon: too far. An Act was passed for the government of the 
Company's possessions. Four Councillors were to heftceforth 
assist the Governor-General. Three of these were sent trom 
~gland. Upon their arrival, Hastings found strong opposition. 
The Rohilla war and the maintenance of an absolut~ly private 
agent by Hastings at Oude were condemned. Th~ Court of 
Directors in England approved the action of the Council. 

HASTINGS DEFIES THE COMPANY.-The Governor-General now 
met with keen opposition. He could be removed by an address 
to the Com~ny. The audress for his removal was voted in the 
Court of Directors by II votes to 10, but this actIOn was vetoed 
by the Proprietors. Hereupon Lord North threatenei to bring 
in a Bill depriving the Company of all political I <1tvcr. Hastings 
foresaw a storm, and placed his resig'1ation in the hands of Colonel 
Maclean. III the meantime, a member of the Indian Council died. 
This equalising the votes, placed the casting vote in the hands of 
Hastings. He immediately repudiated his resignation, d':!fied 
the authorities, ordered the army to obey him alone, and refe"red 
the matter to the Supreme Court, presided over as it was by 
Impey, his school feJlow and mere creature. Impey, ~of course, 
decided in his favour. He then quietly displaced such agents 
as the Council had plJ.ccd, and restored his private agent at 
Oude. 

LORD rIGOTT.-But to sh.ow the utter lawlessness which 
prevailed, we may turn to another rresidencY' Lord Pigott, who 
had shown much sympathy and wise judgment in Indian affairs, 
was made Governor of Madras. He had express orders to restore 
the Rajah of Tanjore, wh~ had been deposed and despoiled at 
the investigation of the Nawab of Arco\ Then came remarkable 
developments. A man named Benfield, a junior seTl'ttnt of !he 
Company, "put forw.lrd a claim to a large share of the revenU(>s 
of Tanjore, as havmg been assigned to him by the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, 11\ payment of a debt of £25°,000. The claim was 
preplsterous; n~ther could Benfield have lent the money, nor 
coul& the Nawab have given sce~rity j but eventually, in spite of 



Lord Pigot~ opposition, it was declared valid by the Council," 
Lord Pigott was hereupon seized, and died of vexation after .right 
months' imprisonment. England was agitated over the affair. 
But India was a long way off. Four of the Councillors were fined 
£ r ,000 each 1 Robbery was made easy l! Pigott's successor Jas 
Sir Thomas Rumbold. An incident in his career shows how the 
natives were bled. A rajah was deposed, and his brother installed 
in his place. It was proved that this brother had paid very large 
sums away in Madras, though not to the Company. And it was 
also shown that Sir T. Rumbuld and his secretary had remitted 
more than six timec; the amount of their salaries to iEurope. 

THE MAHRATTA WAR.-Jt i& in connrction with the Madras 
Governm~nt that we come to the mO'lt fOI midable opposition 
offered us o~ the Asian continent-an opposition that would 
probably have been succe&sful but [or the death of Hyder Ali. 
This prince had received arms flOm Europe by way of Frenth 
~ettIement'l in IndIa. On acrount of a ruptllrc between Great 
Britain and France, the 1< rench posc;e<,slOns were attacked. Hyder 
had intimated that if aggres!:.lve action were taken, he would 
attack the Carnatic. At thiS velY time the Bombay Government 
was 1!1Ovoking war with the Malllatta'i.. For some time the 
Briti5h 1l3.d been am.lou~ to g1.in the ,>uprcmacy at the Poona 
Court. A difficulty about succes.,ion gave Ha<;tings the oppor­
tunity. The fifth Peshwa died before the birth of ~Jig son, the 
sixth Peshwa. Another prince here\1jlon put up a claim. The 
infar.t's claims whe upheld by France. We upheld the .laim 
madtO' by Ragoba. We were defeated, and the Mahrattas dictated 
term'). The British, however, got behind their treaty, and 
thinking to gain an a<l'antage, retpened hostilities. This time 
.hey were 5uccessful, ~t any possibJe ,>ucct.''is was neutralised by 
the war with Hyder All. Another treaty wa<; therefore arranged 
which practically left thmgs as they were. 

HYDER ALl INVADES MADRAs.-In the meantime. Sir Thomas 
Rumbold had been adopting the m05t irri}jlting policy towards 
Hyder Ali. Thi", develor-e<\t a league. hav'g for its of,ject the 
eXQul<>ion of the English from India. J'he allies include« Hyder 
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Ali, the Nizam, and the Mahratta princes. Timet, notice was 
,given us by our ally, the Nawab of the Carnatic; but Hyder, at the 

r 
head of 100,000 men, crossed the frontier, and advancing up to 
the walls of Madras, had ultimate victory well in sight. Hastings 
idimediately sent a large body of troops and 15 lacs of rupees; and 
placing Sir Eyre Coote in command of the Madras :umy, ~uspended 
Sir Thomas Rumbold, who was held largely responsible for the 
disaster, and who in the following year was dismissed. Salvation, 
however, came in an unexpected way. A sudden order came 
from Tippoo Sahib to retreat. Hyder All, the great soldier, was 
dead. Two rears later, the advantage resting entirely with the 
Indian" Tippoo consented to peace. By the terms, all conquests 
on either side were to be rt:stored. Ha~tings was aw!:ty at this 
time, and Lord Macartney, WilO had succeeded Rumbold, was 
one of the contracting parties. Upon the return of Ha'itings, he 
tried, much to tae indigmtion of Lord Macartney, to intrflduce, 
by means of trickery, a clause into the treaty which had not been 
accepted. Hereupon Hastings o;)posed and insulted Maca~lney 
in every way. But Macaltney had done too well to be easily 
shifted. He had acted as a gentleman, and without rebOrting to 
methods of treachery or violence, had brought the whole of tile 
Carnatic under English rule. Henceforth the Nawab was t'J 
receive one-sixth of its revenues. 

HASTINGl> RAISES MONEv.-During all this time Hastings was 
raISIng money. A few cases will show how. One of the most 
faithfill of the princes had been the Rajah of .i3enare~, who was 
under the suzerainty of the Nawab c,f Oude. When the British 
made war upon that prince, the Rajah rendeled conspicuous 
service. He had handed his Ilcvenues tc( the Company, and had 
become their depen'ient. Of him Hov" ~tt says: "At first he: 
was treated with so much delicacy and consideration that a 
Resident was not allowed, as in the case of other tributaries, to 
reside in his capital, lest, in the words of the minute of the 
Governor-General in 1775. such Resident might acquire an 
improptt- influence AYer the Rajah ~nd his country, which would 
in effect!. make him mast~r of both-; lest it should end, as tbey 



Britislt India 

knew such tlings did end, in reducing him to the state of a mere 
zemindar. The Council expressed its anxiety that the Raiah's 
independence should be in no way compromised by the mere fact 
of the payment of his tribute, which continued to be paid with an 
exactness rarely exemplified in the history of the tributary princ!s 
of Hindostan." 

But he· wa~ reputed rich, and he had been friendly with 
members of the Council who \\ere not in sympathy with 
Hastings. Hastings determined to wreck hun. War broke out 
with France, and Hastings at once demanded from him£50,000, in 
addition to his tribute. He pleaded inabilIty to jlay, and was 
given five days to meet the demand. Under protest and a 
stipulatiol! that no hke demand should be made again, the 
money was p\id. Next year the demand was repeated and 
refu&ed. Troops were sent against him, and the Rajah had to 
pay £2,000 for military expenses, in addItion to the other amount. 
N ext year the call was repe ated. Then the Rajah tried to bribe 
Hastings with £20,000. The Governor took the money; then 
paid it into the Company's trca"ury, and demanded the full 
£50,000 as well as a £10,000 fine. "I WJS resolved," said 
HastiIJgs,' "to dlaw from hi5 guilt the means of relief to the 
Company's di.,tress. In a word, I determined to make him pay 
largely for his pardon, or to exact a sevel"; V('ngeance for his 
past delinquency." No one knew what his gUIlt ~a:.. The 
Rajah wa:. now required to maintain a body of cavalry for 
British service. Me hesitated, and was at once treated ae; a 
refractory vassal. He \\as now alarmed, and offeled £200,000. 
Hastings demanded £500,000, and threatened to sell Benares; 
treated the Rajah with .indignity, ~nd arrested him when he 
attempted to justify hi IJ self. 
• BENAREs REBELs.-'the people, ~eeing their prince thus 

treated, rose. The English officers were killed, and Hastings 
barely escaped. The tyrant now acted in the most ruthlC5s way. 
,In a letter to the commanding officers, he l'ven seemed to 
insinuate that the ",omen <;ould be given o~r to the sl9ldiery. 
The results to the unfortun.at: women may be conceived. The 
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Rajah was deposed, another prince put in auiliofty, and the 
tribute doubled. 

TftE BEGUMs.-Another act of perfidy was perpetrated' on the 
Begums, the princesses of Oude. The ruler, who was a weak 
pJince, had fallen behind in his payments, and this through the 
expense of keeping up British troops. lIe thereupoI1 appealed 
to Hastings to withdraw the troops. Hastings replied by a 
refusal, and a demand for £1,400,000. He proposed to the 
young prince how the sum f>hould be l.'1ised. The Nabob's 
mother had already appealed to the Briti~h on the ground of her 
son's extortiop, and a compact had been rrwde whereby the 
ladies should be left in peace. It was rumoured that the ladies 
possessed £3,000,000. Hastings suggested to the ·son that 
he should break his compact; jmhfy the violatio~ by a charge 
of treason, and declare that they sympathised with the RaJah of 
Benares. The ladies ~houJd thw be stripped of their w,·~lth, 
which was to be handed to the British, and the Kabob 5hould be 
forgiven his indebtedness. The son bhrank from the heHish 
plot. The British Resident shrank from his task. Hastir.gs 
insisted, and Blitish troops forced the Begums' palace. Tt'e 
chief eunuchs were pU,t to the torture, bO that they shoufd confess 
where the money was. The lJ.uies of the zenana were denied 
food until they nearly dl<:d of want. No ingenuity was too 
fiendish toc be pcrpetrat<:cl so that the hiding-place of the money 
shQuld be revealed. But their wealth had been greatly exagger­
ated ... and only .£550,000 could be found. O[!(his sum, Hastings 
retained as hi" share £100,000. 

CONSTERNATION AT HOAIE.-But these actions were causing 
talk. Select Committels hadoHeported i~ severe terms on Indian 
matters. A Board of Control was crea~d, whl!reby the Crowl! 
should have power" to control all acts, operations, and concerns, 
which in any way related to the civil or military government; of 
revenues of the territories and possessions of the Company." 
Hastings, in 1785, returned home, and in the following year he 
was impeached. Flt.r seven years the trial lagged on, and then 
the Hqllse of Peer~' justified its ex1stence by giving a verdi~ of 
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"Not guilty" pn all charges. So Was whitewashed a man guilty 
of the most abominable crimes of which the race is capable, and 
so by the verdict were Englishmen made partners in his crime:. 

MISERY OF NATIVES.-At this hme the unhappy natives were 
suffering from the exactions of three different &ets of men. First, 
European adventurers. Second, Pretended Sepoys. Third, 
Black merchants, who purchased the names of young writers in 
the Company's service by loans of money, and under thi.s sanc­
tion harassed and oppressed Lhe natives. And it would seem 
that young men, by means of the third class of oppressor, were 
able to make as mueh as £1,500 to £,2,000 per ye~r. But the 
position may be told by Howett, from whom the following 
extracts are taken . 

• 
TESTIMONY OF WARREN HASTlNGb:~-

"lIfr. JInsting;, who llecame Governor· General, wrote in 1762 Lo 
P'c;hlent V:1l1,itt~ut : ' I heg lo lay bcrore you a gric\'.lllce which IOu<lly calls 
for rcure;" all(l will, unlc" duly atlcn,lcl] to, render inerrectual any cndcavotlls 
LO create a firm and la~ling Inrm,)l1Y betwcen the N.,hob, amI the Company. 
I mean the oppre,sions conlll1ltLeJ under the ~anction of the English name, 
and through the waut of spint to 0ppo,c them. The evil, I alll well as.ured, 
i, n0t ronfiu"Cd to our uepel1(knt~ alone, but I, ptacti.,ed all over the country 
by people falsely a;,sull,;ng the hal)]t or our Sepoy" c)r calling thcm;,e1ves our 
goma,tah,. On such occ."lOn, the grc~l pm'l'1 of the Engli,h intimidates the 
people from mal,ing any I e,i,tancc ; sO,on the othel hanu, the indolence of the 
Bengaices, or the dIfficulty of gaining acees, to those who mi!ht <10 them 
ju,tice, prevents our havJ1l" hno"]C(]ge of thc oppres;,ions. I have been sm', 
priseJ ~o meet .... iLh se~el.\1 Englhh flag, flying in places whIch I have passed. 
and on the liver. I do not belt eve I passcd a boat without one. By wbarever 
title they have been as;,umc<l, I am' ~llle their flequency can boast no good to 
the Nauob's revenues, the qnict of the coun:IY, or the honour of our nation. 
A party ofSepoys, who were in the marcl"before us, afforded sufficient proofs 
of the rapacious and insolent spirit oj these people when they are left to their 
otn di,crdion. Many com~~ints against them were ma.de to us on the road, 
and most of the petty town, ane! ,crab wero e!e"erte<l at our approach, and the 
shops shut up, from the apprehension of the same treatment from us.' " 

It is a painful fact, but the English flag was an emblem of 
tyrannic cruelty, and it surely shows what L*baric ruffiaAS were 
in India, when our forces sh()~d come upon ~eserted tOVjJ1ships, 
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the inhabitants so fearing our oppressions aE to eflee from us. 
Mr. Vansittart, who was Governor of Bengal, tried to .improve 
matters; but fortunes were being made by these practices for the 
members of the Council, and they denied their existence. 

EXTRACT FROM HOWETT :-

"Under such sanction, every inferior plunderer set at defian~e the orders 
of the Pnsident, and the authDrity of the: Dfficers appDinted to prevent the 
commission of such oppressiDns on the natives. The nativ~ collectors of the 
revenue, when they attempted to levy, under the e){press sanction of the 
Governor, the u,ual dutie, on the Engli"h, wet/) not only repelled by them, but 
seized and puni6hed as enlmie, of the Company and violators of its privileges. 
The native judges and mRgbtrates V.Ct e re.isteu in the dischat ge of their 
dutie_, and even their function" usurped. Everything was in ctjlfu-sion, and 
many of the zcminuars and other colledors refused to be ~swerable for the 
revenues. Even the Nabob', own officers were tefused the liberty to make 
purchases on hi, own account. One of them, of high connexion' and influcnce, 
was seized for having purcha,ed from thE Nabob some saltpetre: the trade in 
which they claimed as belonging cxclu6ively to them. lIe was put in irons 
ana sent tD Calcutta, where some Df the Council voted for having him publicly 
whipped; others ue,irccl that his cms might be Cllt off; and it \\ as all tnat the 
President could effect to get him srnt hack to his own master to be pun.shed. 
In Mr. Vam,ittart's own narrative is given a letter [!Om one offie"r tp the 
Nabob, complaining that th'lllgh he was furubhed with in,tructions to ~cnd 
away Europeans who werc found committing tlis')rder5 to Calcutta, not\\lth­
standing itny pretence they "hall make for so doing, he had used persuasio'ls 
and conciliations and found them of no avail. That he had then striven by 
gentle me'lns to stop their violences, upon which he was threatened that if he 
interfered with them or their "ervant>, they would treat him in such a manner 
as sq'>uld cause him to t cpellt. That all their ,ervAnts"had boast<.d publicly 
that this was what would be done to him did he pre,ume to meddle. He 
adds: 'Nuw, sir, I am to inform you what I have ob"tructcd them in. This 
place (Backergungc) was of great t(ade formerly, but was brought to nothing 
l,y the following practice. A gentleman send, a gomastah here to buy or 
'sell. He immediately looks upon him, elf as suffi( ent \0 force every inhabitall' 
either to buy his goods or to force them to sell him the:rs; alld 0n refusal or 
non-capacity, a flogging or confinement immediately en:ues. '1 his is not 
sufficient even when willing; but a "econd fOl ce is made me of, whIch is, to 
engross the different branches of trade to themselves, and not to suffer any 
persons to buy or sell ire at tides they trad," in. They compel the people to 
buy or s~l1 at just wh~: rates they pleas,. and my interfering occasions an 
immedia! ~ complaint. TI'ese, and many other oppressions \I'hich are gaily 
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practised, an, the reason that this place is growing destitute of inhabi­
tants ..•• Before, ju,tice was given in the puhlic cutcheree, but now every 
gomastr.h is become ~ judge: they even pass sentence on the zemindars· 
themselves, and draw money flOP'l them for pretended injuries." 

EXTRACT FROM HOWETT :-

"In a letter to the Council, dateel Luc],now, April, 1784, Mr. Hastings 
writes: 'Rrom the confines of Duxar to Benares, I wa~ followed and fatigued 
by the clamours of the dIscontented Inhallitants. The d'stresses which were 
produced hy the long-continued drought unavoid"hly tended to heighten the 
general di,content: yet I have reason to feal th~t the cause principally rested 
in a defective, If not ,I corrupt "lIrt 01'1'1 es<,ive, ,1dminl"tratlOn. From Buxar to 
the oppm,ite boundary I have seen notLll)g but trace, of rotrop)ete devastation 
in every village.' " 

Bnt of wha<'! use for Hastings thus to write. He himself was 
farming out the revenues of the province to the most hateful type 
of man. Thi1t came out all his trial. Howett says; 

" Nothing can give YOll a more Inely iclca of the hOlrt,j treatment which 
awaited th(' pOOl native,> unclpi ,uch mon"tcrs a" these collectors than the 
statement then made of the p,actlcc, of Dcvi Smg. lIe was a man of 
the mo<;t inf.ttnOll'> character: yet that dId not prevent Mr. Hasting~ 

placing him in such a re'p"n'>lble office, though he hlm ... elf declared 
on hiS ttlal t1",[ pp <,0 well l,n,'w the dlar.tct~r .1I1d ahllities of Rajah 
Devi Stng that he co <lId ea,lly conrt'l\e It was m hI'> powel, both to 
commit great enmtnitlt., and to conceal the real g'uUn(j, of them, from the 
Bnti.h collectors in the dIstrict. For £40,000 thi, man Icntecfthc rlistrict of 
Dllllgepore. The account of 1m crueltle, are quoted by Mill. The POOt 
ryoh, or hu,bandmc,., wele treated III a manner that would never gain b~ltef if 
it wrcs not attc'itccl by the recorcl<,.of the Company, and Mr. Burke thought it 
neee 'iary to apologIse to thell )o,,1.hlps for the horrid relation with which 
he \\-oultl be obhgcd to barroll their feclmg" The cattle and corn of the 
husbandmen Vlere ;'01,1 tOI f (hml of t~ir value, and thclr huts leduced to 
a<;hes! The unfortunAte 0j'ncr<; were oblIged to borrow from usurers, that 
titey might cJt;,charge theH Lond" winch hall ItnJustIy ane! illegally been 
extorted from them while they were in cGntinement. And Stich wa" the 
determination of the infernal fiend, Ded Sing. to have the<;e bond, dIscharged, 
that the wretched hu<,bandmen were obhge,j [n borrow money, not at 20 or 
30, nr 40 or 50, but at 600 per cent., to satl';Y him. Those who could not 
rai,e the money welC most cn.eUy tortured. Cords tere drawn ti!.Pilt round 
thell fingers, ull the f1e>h of th ... [o~r on each hand was .lctually jnc(~n)()rated. 
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and became one solid mass. The f'ingi>rs were then separted again by 
wedges of iron, and wood driven in between them. Others were tied two and 
two by the feet and thrown across a wooden bar, upon \\hich they Bung with 
their feet uppermost. They were then beat on the ,ales of the feet till tt.e toe 
nails dropped off. They were arterwllrds beat about the head till the blood 
gflshed out at the mouth, nose, and ears. They were al~o flogged upon the 
naked body with bamboo cane, and prickly bushes, and above a\.l, with some 
pohonous weeds, which were of a caustic nature, and burnt at every touch. 
The cruelty of the monster who had orJered all thib had ~ontl ~ved how to 
tear the mind as well as the body. He [,c1uently had a ["ther and bon tied 
naked to Ohe another by the feet and arms, and then flogged till the skin was 
torn flom the flesh: anel he had the devil"h bati,[action to know that every 
blow must hurt: for if "ne e,capcd the son, his :;ensibllllY wa, wounded by 
the kno\\ledge 'he had that the blows had falkn UpOI' hb father. The ,ame 
torture wa. fclt by the Elthcr, \\ J,,,n he k,)cw that every l)low that mi,sed him 
bad fallcn UPOll the son. • 

"Tht lteatmcnt of the females could not be dC'icribed. Drnggt'd from the 
inmo,t rece'>Se; of their hou<;cs, \\ hich th,> reiig-ioll of the country Illd made so 
many ,anctuaries, they Wlre expo,ed naked to public VlelV. The virgins 
were carried to the Courl, of Justice, where they might naturally haw looked 
for protectIOn, but they W1W loottd [or it in vain; for III the face of the 
ministers of jusllcP, in the face of the spectators, in the face of the sun those 
tender and mode't \ ITgm, were brutally violater!. The only difference 
b.-tween lhdr treatmcnt "n,1 that of their mothers wa'>. that the former were 
di~honou'er1 in the face of day, the latter in the gloomy recesl;es of t~eir 
dungeons. . Other female" had the nipples of their breabts put in a cleft 

ba.mboo and torn off." 

Thi~ wa~ done, as Howett points out, became Warren Hastings 
wanted nlOney. Burke pledged himself to prove every word of 
the fearful story; permi'ision to prove was, however, withheld. 



CHAPTER IV 

NEW RESOLVE').-With the departure of Warren Hastings, it was 
determined to do better. The conscience of the country was 
touched. But, as Mr. Ludlow points out in "British India," we 
were not ready to give bac.k to the Mogul Emperor the provinces 
we had agreed to keep for him, but which we had sold; we were 
not rea~y to give the Rohillas their independence, nor to return 
to the Subabdar the provinces which we had fil'cced from him; 
nor to restore to the Begums their treasure, nor to give back 
Benares to its Rajah. How shamefully late British action came, 
can be understood from .a letter written by the Court of Directors 
to Clive: 

"We have the stlongc<;t sense of thc deplorable statc to which our affairs 
were on the point of being reache(l, from the conuption and rapacity of our 
servants. and the univcl,al depravity of manner, throughout the settlement. 
The general rclaxatioll of all di'clphnc and obe(lIence, both military and civil, 
was hastIly tcnding \.<, a dbsolullon of ,,11 govcrm11lnt. Our Icttw- to the 
Select Committee CXP' esse, our scntlIllcnts of wh,lt has L..:cn ~btaillcd by way 
of donations; and .to that we must add, that we think the ,ast fortunes 
Ilcquired in the inland trade have heen obtamcd by a scene of the most 
tyrannic and opp,.ssive conduct that was ever known in any ~ge or 
country." 

EXTENT OF THE COMPANY'!:> P~SSESSIONs.-For a moment we 
must look at the t'xtlnt of territory that had come under the 
'Company's rule, and <A. the general position of the Indian princes. 
The Mogul Empire was practically gone. The warlike tribes of 
Rajputana, the Sikhs, and the J ats, all these of the North-west were 
independent. On the North-east, Rohilcund had been subdued, 
and was dependent upon the Nawab of Oute. The thlee great 
Vice-royalties of Bengal, Ouae, and the De~an had betil almost 
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swallowed up by the Company. Bengal had quite ,,"sappeared . 
.... 0ud~.and the Deccan were dependent on the Company. Two 
native powers only stood as independent, the N.:ahrattas an-i 
Mysore. The Mahrattas were di'l'ided into a number of chieCtain­
cie~. The princes were-(I) The Peshwa, whose power was 
waning; (2) Scindia, whose star was in the ascendant,'who was 
ruling in the North, and who had possessed himself of Delhi, and 
also of the person of the Mogul Emperor; (3) Holkar, who was 
to be heard of in the future ; (4) the Guikwar; and (5) the 
Boslas of Bcrar. Unfortunately for themselves, these chicftaincies 
were not united and working together. In the South, Mysore was 
a stronJ power, and dangerous, not to the British only, "',,~ ~o the 
other native states. 

The British flag wa~, therefore, don:inant over (I) th..: great 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Denares; (2) over a 
huge territory in the North-east; (3) over an immense cO\~ntry 
at the southern end of the peninf.ula; (4) Madras and the 
Northern Circars on the East Coast; and (5) the Carnatic was 
under the Company's administration. In addition, numewus 
states wer·~ under Blitish protection, and the Mus~1l1men 
sovereigns of Oude and H yd(~rabad were dependent allies. 

A N~w VICEROY.-Lr,rd Macartney, a distinctly honourable man 
upon the retirement of Hastings, came to England in 1786 to urge 
forward certa in reforms. He wanted the Governor-General to be 
able to act in opposition to the Council in Bombay. This seems 
an atltocrati-.: idea, but the Council had been 10d'icing after its own 
interests, and Macartney felt that if leforms were to be carried, 
they would have to be engineered by a perfectly independent 
man. Later on, this demano. was embrdied in an India Bill. 
At this juncture, the Company were no· pn'pared to yield tq 
Macartney's views. As a result, Lord Cornwall;s became 
Governor-General. 

WAR WITU TIPPOO SAIB.-At this juncture, a difficulty with 
Tippoo Saib brought about war. He had made an attack upon 
an ally of the Engl! ',h, and he see,ms, in this instan<'e, to have 
been tht: aggressor. We, on our part, entered mto alliance ~ith 
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the Peshwt and the Niz:lnl of the Deccan, agreeing that in the 
event, of TippOD being defeated, all conquests hitherto gained bl 
Tippoo from the cOlltracting parties :o,hould be restored, Itnd aU 
conquests from Tippoo should lie divided. With varying fortunes, 
the war lasted for two years, and then, in the end, Tippoo -was 
beaten. The telms wer.:! hard. He h:ld to cede half his terri­
tory to: the allies, and pay an indemnity of £3,oOO,ouo. He 
honourably fulfilled the conditions, out they produced a Litter­
ness in his mind. The Company''> agl'nls were a'ltonished to 
find so much happiness in the ceded territory. "They were sur­
prised, on taking po"session of the ceded country, to find it well 
cultivated, populous with indu~trl()u~ inhabit-mts, citi(!s newly 
foundi~, C0111merce extending, towm illcr_a~ing, and everything 
flourishing, 50 as to indicate happiness; to receivp no complaints 
or murmurings against the late ruler. It is observed, indeed, of 
the ceded di,tricts that no sooner did an opportunity offer than 
they " [the inhabitants 1 "scouted their new masters, and returned 
to their loyalty agaIn." 

THE BOARD OF CONTlwL.-The great work for Cornwallis was 
the introduction of reforms. In this matter the Briti~h Govern­
lUent was, to a certain eAtent, behind him. So early as 1783 
Charles J. Fox had tried to pr(!:,s reforms thr0ugh the Hou"e of 
Commons. The King di:,approvcd 0f the measures. Then Pitt, 
in the following year, carried his opposition mea~<llll'~. Hitherto 
tl~ere had been in London two bodies who directed Illdian 
matters-the Gourt of Directors and the body of Proprietors, 
Nuw, by Pitt's scheme, ~here wn<, a,1ded a Board of Control, 
nominated by the King, and consisting of Plivy Councillors, an 
altogether Icspcctabl. body, whe w{Juld do nothing against the 
supposed interests of EnglIsh Capital. 

REFORM COMME.M~I'D.-Under t:1e new regulations, Cornwallis 
started on his work of reform. In ac.cordance with instructions, 
he reorganised the variolls dephrtments of justice, of police, and 
of revenue. It was revenue that gave him the most serious 
labours. :From '.he earliest days, the la~ had been the main 
sQurCf: of Indian revenue. ~ndia had alwa1s been an ajricultural 
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state, and down to quite mode-rn times, the village Cfmmunity 
l\:1.d been the means of keeping up a good standard of agriculture, 
and of'gathering in the land tax according to custom. 

THE VILLAGE COMMUNITy.-According to Sir G. Campbell, 
the ~illage, which is the unit of all landed revenue in India, em­
braces the al ea of land occupied by the community. The villagers 
themselves formed a kind of corporation. Under tl'is b;dy the 
land was held. A head-man presided over the community, and 
it was his duty to see I>ct on one side, at harvest time, that 
proportion of the crops which was the prince's share. Taxation 
was by proportion and in kind. Under thcse primitive regulations 
want was rarely known. In the rase of famines extending over 
a largt" area. there would be distress, but that arose ~ecause 
communication was imperfect, and retaded distribution, rather 
than from a total absence of grain in the country. But such 
famines arose from natural causes, such as drought, and not 
because the people were so ground down that they could not 
obtain secd. Sir W. Huntcr tells m that this village community 
system prevailed almost univcf'w.lly down to the Mohammedar 
Conquest. Subject to the right" of the village community, land 
was maintained in the ~ame family" from father to son, through 
every generation, so long as the waters should flow, or the plants 
should grow, until the end uf time." 

THE MOHhMl\u_DAN Lr..NDLQRD.-With the Mohammedan 
Conque~t a new state of things came into vogue. According to 
Mr. Ludlow, the property of infidels is forfeit brMohammedan 
law. At the Conquest it was decided "hat the land belonged to 
the Mohammedan monarch, and that the cultivator should give 
up a portion of the harvest as <rent. Thi(l in different estates 
probably varied, but in many cases it amountfd to So pef cent., of 
the crops. The realisation of such a rent was dlfficult. The 
village system gave way to a farming-out system. Per'lons known 
as zemindars rented the lands hom the sovereign, took the 
position of middle·man, and made the hest arrangement they 
could with'the cultivattc. The zemir\?ar was at first an ordinary 
tax collecl)r. He developed into a contractor. The contracU! 
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became he~itary rights, and then he became a very similar 
person, to a landlord. But the Mohammedan rule brought no, 
starvation to the community. The Mohammedans lived rn the 
lands they had conquered. T~ Mussulmen were the superior 
people, it is true, but they were parts of the community; they 
gave energy to the upholding and the maintel1ance of the com­
munity, ~nd though the prince had his revenue, yet the wE'alth of 
the country was a benefit to all, for the crops were not grown as 
they afterwards were, only to be sold (as exports), to raise a rent 
which must pass to a country thousands of miles away. Sir Geo. 
Campbell says that all the ~lohammedan regulations aim at pro­
tecting the cultivator, and that dUling the prosperous period of 
the Moh\mmeoan empire they were so protected. No one was 
evicted. And as evictions were unknol'l n, so questions for com­
pensation for improvements never arose. Indian law regarded 
that which was put into the land a5 the ploperty of the cultivator. 
Such ideas do not lend them~elves to ejectments. The zemindar 
simply took his rent in kind, large or small as the harve~t happened 
to be. 

UNDER THE ENGLISH R1\J.-ln the passing over of the ad­
ministration to British hands, changes came for the worse. The 
idea of a peru_ntage of the produ('c as rent was accepted. The 
Mohammedan idea of all the land belonging to the prince was 
admitted. In this case the Company took the posit~n of Rajah. 
The whole of the land therefore belonged to the Company. Rpnt 
was to be a chief item of n;venue. But Mohammedan sway was 
by no means universal o~r that part of India which had come 
into the hands of the Company. It was distinctly hard, therefore, 
for many who had y~ ance~tratt rights under the old order of 
,things, to find th06C l~hts suddenly swept away, and an unheard· 
of claim of one-haif the produC'e made. But even where 
Mohammedan rule prevailed there was much leniency. It 
was different under Capitalist rIlle. The tax must be paid to 
the uttermost. This was necessary from a Capitalist point of 
view. Expenses bad to be. met. There ~s a mercenary army, 
a~ the men had to be so paid th!lt their loyalty VftIs above 
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SUspICion. There was the corruption which had be~me 9. part 
,pf the life of the Indian &ervice. The very underlings ~oo).:ed 
forwa"d to a speedy return home as rich men. These aspirations 
meant that money had to come fJOm somebody. There were the 
expenses of the officials--cxpcmes that were regarded as legi­
timate, but, nevertheless, very heavy. And then, to ·the pro­
prietors, the all-important thing-the money for t Ie d~vidends. 

The days for lmiency were pa~t, and the rent must b(' paid. 
MONEY, NOT KIND.--But there was another hardsnip. The 

English demanded rent in mOlley, not in kind The determination 
to have money placed the (u1tiv,ltor in an obviously \\or"e p05ition. 
Money became an essential. 'f0 get malley, cr0ps mu"t be sold. 
This cc,mpubion, where barter had played ~o promineltt a part, 
and in a cuuntry that was poor, meant more than it would have 
done in a rich country \\here money wa~ plentiful. Compulsory 
sales must perforce mean loss. These changed conditions meant 
also the appearance of ,he money-lender. And his appearance 
meant misery. The cultivator had, therefore, in.a country where 
money was dear, to buy money in the dear("~t market in order to 
pay rent. Had the Indian princes collected their rent in money, 
it would ha~'e been bad enough, but not w bad. The monel 
collected would have been spent in the community, and given 
birth to manufacture and trade. But the money, borrowed at a 
high rate of interest, was for the landlord abroad. If the money 
went out of the country, it only tended to make money dear, and, 
as is quite obvious, dear money and money-dealing tlansactions 
meant a very practical diminution of ,'he shale of the produce, 
which. the cultivator was supposed to have for himself; so he 
found himself gradually forC'eo. into the thands of the money­
~lender. Then there came an inability to store 5\'ed; he was grow- 4 

ing crops for other people, and he came \"ace to face with sure, 
certain mi~ery, if there should come a bad harvest. 

THE VIEW OF THE CAPll't\LISf.-Various endeavour~, it is 
true, were made to benefit the--Indian people; but something 
has always stood in .. the way. A minute prepared by Mr. 
Barlow, tile Secretar~ of the Indian ~overnment about this time, 
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amply explaifs what that somethin& is. "The two principal 
objects whkh the Government ought to have in view, in all its 
arrangements are to secure its political safety and to rende~he 
possession of I he country advafltageous to the East India 
Coml1any and the British nation." At that time, Sir William 
J ones, a noble man and a great schol.!r, was a judge of the 
Supreme COlltt. He struck his pell through the first three 
words, and in their place wrote: "Two of the primary." It 
then read: "Two of the primary olljects which the Government 
ought to have in view in all lts arrangements are to secure 
political safety and to rCI1l1er lhe po.,~essi,m of the country 
advantageous to the East Indi" Company and the British 
nation." • And then to the amended ~entence, he wrote: 
"Surely the principal object of every Govemment is the 
happiness of the governed!" Mr. Ballow's opinion is that of 
the capitali,t of every country and of every age. 

CAl'lTALIS"J Ie ]~NDEAYOU]{S TO J)ENEFIT TlIE CULTIVATOR.­

The country havillg been wt.:ll-nigh ruin<;d, the Capitalist 
Company thought to itllprove the lot of the cultivator. Mr. 
Warren Hastings tried. His endcavour is a monument. It 
shows how a scoundrel acts when he stan«;ls in the light of a 
just man made peif<;ct. He simply proposl:d to let the land to 
the highest biduer for five ycar~. When five years had passed, 
the Court of Directors wrote their verdict on thi~ .. emarkable 
endeavour: 

" The conntlY i, drained by ~nncl', or by the various finar.cc officers of 
Government, nonc or whom have any permancnt interest iu its prosp;rity. 
The zdnindars arc di.contented, many o~them deprived of their lands, over­
whelmed by ,lebt" 01 ted nett. La beggary ... and ill the end, the jnstice of 
.ovcrnmenl i" dnvcn 'to (~c nccc"ity of granting remissions to T('pair the 
wrongh it; own rapacity haJ created." 

As the Directors saw something must be done, they, like 
earnest reformers, put their shoulder~ to the wheel, and in 1781 
they ;,howed their great sagac~ty by a very briliant reform. They 
too, the years from 177 I to 1780, and "trie! to let the lfndli by 
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annual settlements, preferentially to the old zemil)dars, at the 
highest amount of the actual collection." Somehow, this ,scMme 
didJtt go. But the India Act of 17§4 called upon the Directors 
to move. 

" They were to inquire into complaints of various landholders ."ho alleged 
themselves to have been unjustly depriVed of, or compdled tp abandon, 
their respective lamh, juri"dictions, T1ghl~> anti privllege~, an'tl to settle 
and establi'ih, upon pnnciplcs of mo(lelation and justice, according to the 
laws and conbtitution of IndIa, the permanent rules by which their respective 
trihute., rents, and ',ervices should be in future r~ndered and paid to the 
said Company by the said rajah., zcmin lars, polygar', talookdars, and other 
native landholders." 

TIlE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT.--And so, after various failures, 
Cornwallis brought about the "Permanent Settlement." He 
fancied that if the Indians had geod laws they could work out 
their own salvation. He dId not see that to legislate Xlr a 
people, that people's hstory, and customs, and laws mu&t be 
considered. He thought to save India by Anglicising it, by 
developing in quite Endish fashion a landed gentry, upon wh'Jm 
should depend, on true Briti~h lines, a working peasantry. NUl 

did he remember that to cvpn Anglicise the country tile gentry 
must be resident and well-to-do. But landlords were necessary: 
The nearest approach was the zemindar, for he, at least, had 
the "right ~ of collecting. "The lands in BengJl, Behar, and 
Orissa were divided into estates, and parcelled out in absolute 
right" to zcmindar~. The terms granted to the zemindar were 
not extravagant. The cultivator still. nominally took one-half of 
the produce; of the remaining half, the Government took Hths, 
and the zemindar lith. 1 A rroprietor~bip was thus created by 
law, and the claim of the Government aga,insl the zeminda, 
fixed for ever. Surely his position was 'more that of an agent 
than of a landlord! But no detailed record seems to have been 
made of the rights of the cultivators. The zemindars were able, 
therefore, to claim their rights against the cultivators by law, but 
the cultivators wer~ unable to protect themselves adequately . .. ' .. 

1 Befur¥he division, lhe expenses of gathering in the crops were deductrd. 
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This, in the CISP. of rack renting, through growth of populatio[ 
and competition, was a serious difficulty. At any rate, tenants' 
rights, which up to the Permanent Settlement had rested tn 
custom, and had in village commltlnities been very real, now, so 
far as this settlement was concerned, gradually passed away. 

MISERY OF ZEMINDARs.-Unwittingly, wrongs were perpetrated 
on the zerBindars, as well as others. Many actual proprietors 
who were hereditary, but who were not zemindars, objected to a 
settlement being made with any but themselves. A!> they were 
not zemindars, they failed in tlldr protestatlOl19 j but the first to 
feel the burden of the settlement were the zemindar., themselves. 
The temindar often failed to outain the rent from the ryot with 
sufficient despatch; and the Government acted in a very summary 
way with him. Non-payment on his part involved a sale of his 
property, and in 1794 it had become so strict that an estate 
could be sold for the failure in payment, of one monthly instal­
ment. As the ryot was on the borderland of starvation, the 
zemindars were in bad hap, even after Cornwallis had made 
them landed gentry. In the course of twtlve or fifteen year", 
very few of those people remained; the majorJty had been re­
duced to beggary. 1\ nd so an unhappy plcce of revolutionary 
work had been accomplished. Landed tenures in India had 
been practically not transferable by 5ale. The sci711re of land 
and its sale for debt had hitherto been qUite unknown .• 

SIR JOHN SHORE.-The peaceful policy of Cornwallis was 
carried out by hIS .uccessor, Sir John Shore. On the ground of 
illegitimacy, he depo~ed therrulcr from the throne of Oude, and 
the new Nawab became dependent upon the Company. But an 
Act was pas!>ed wll1ch fo~ad the dtc1anng of war, or the begin­
n~g of hostilities a~in!>t native prince"_ un Ie,s preparations were 
being made by the pnn~e for hostJlitles against the Bnti,h. But 
Sir John Shore's policy was <-hanged by the next Go vernor­
General, Lord Wellesley. Honour gav" way to glory! Peace to 
prowess! 

ClTIZEN TIPu.-Lvrd Welleiey, in 1798, btcame Viceroy, and 
commenced his rule at an mteresting mo~ent. NallPleon's • 
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name was in everybody's mouth, and his fame lfad spread to 
India. He, in the year of Wellesley's advent in India, h.ad sailed 
fof Egypt. He had in proclamation made appeal to Moham­
medan peoples. His ambition was to gra~p India, and unite no 
small part of Asia under his banner. And his influence in the 
East wa') not small. Scindia, the head of th,: Ma"hratta con­
federacy, had his army officered altd led by Frt.'l1ch·men. The 
Nizam was protected by French regiment~. The Sultan of 
Mysore, Tippoo Saib, had enrolled himself as a member of a 
Republican Club as Citizen Tipu, and was in correspondtnce 
with the French Ditectory. He llad a tree of Liberty planted in 
his dominiom, and was in .,ympathy with the French. There 
is no doubt but what much that i~ noble was fo~nd in his 
character. But it was a<; wormwood and gall to the honest 
British mind that the ideas of the French Revolution should 
move out to the Ganges. Tree,> of Liberty were not' to be 
planted in English soil; certainly not in India. Citizen Tipu 
must be crushed! 

THE Su B~lIJIARY SVSTEJII.-The subsidiary system, the pet 
idea of Wellesley, was at once an attack upon Native Independ­
ence and upon foreign infiuence. It W.lS clever, and it rose into 
prominence largely by reason of fear as to tbe actioll of France. 
Native statE'S were to b~ isolated from each other, so that joir t 
action on' their part would be impossible. Further, such states 
were to be sUlfounded by Briti,h territory, while they were to be 
denied the advantages of sea-board. But beyoI'.'d this geographical 
arrangement, political influence wa~ to be actively utllised. A 
system of permanent treaties was to be established. These 
treaties were to place in the"hands of I Britain the control of all 
State affairs, except such as related to royalt-l. Military matte,rs 
were to be under British control. Diffefences were to be settled 
by British arbitration, and at each native court there sh0uld be a 
British Resident. The scheme simply meant the destruction of 
Native Independence. For all practical purposes, the States 
were to become p,a -ts of the Empire. The native prince would 
be a cplmmy. The powers of the Resident were extreme. He 
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was to be notp.n ambassador, but the representative of a dominanr 
power. Nothing worse could happen to a prince than the 
appearance of a domineenng Resident. In the event of .he 
prince being deprived of his positio.n, the Resident would probably 
be made Commissioner. This fact, at least, placed a temptation 
in the way of the Resident, and urged hUl1 to find faultb with the 
prince, If [lDsslele. So that at the be~t, the pnnce but shared in the 
government of his own country, with a man whose interests were 
perhaps centred in his overthrow, and who certainly had the 
power to foment disturbanrts at tmy time. 

THE FORWARD l'OLICY.-The first attack upon the native 
prir,ces was upon Citizen Tipu. Lord W cllesley, or Lord 
Morningtoo, ~s he then was, had been in power a short three 
weeks when a fortunate discovery was made. CIti.:en TlpU, 
thoroughly French in sympathy, WdS found to be friendly with the 
French Governor of the Mauritius. There was nothing easier 
than to believe in tlll' eXistence of an alliance between France 
and Tipu. What had the Act of 1793 to do with Wellesley? 
He at once proclaimed war. Tlpu begged for peace. He 
asserted his innocence. He would make terms. It was all of 
no use. He l.ad planted a tree of LIberty that had to be 
destroyed. At thi~ time the Frenrh 50Idlers in the pay of the 
Niza'11 were mutInying for thetr pay. Tlfat wa~ a happy accident. 
Lord Mornington agreed with the Nizam that the Fr~ch tronpr. 
should be disarmed, and he would supply fresh men. Tippoo 
Saib was then attf.cked. llravely he and his 50ldiers defended 
their homes. They were .defeated. Little mercy was shown 
to the defeated. Tippoo was 51<.in and Seringapatam was 
looted . 
• LOOTING O~' S}fING~P\rAM.-Serjngapatam, the capital of 
Mysore, was a centre IJf wealth and civil1sation. The lIbrary of 
Tippoo Saib, rich as it was in Oriental literature, was invaluable. 
As an example of the wealth III the city, a drummer-boy found a 
pair of bangles. He sold them to an officer for £roo. They 
were found to be worth £4'),000. For daysJlfter the sacking of 
the city, soldiers. could be .,e'en in the stree~ betting gold coins 
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on cock fights. It was a. per£ect tri~mnh 0{ civilisation over 
barbarity. 

(THE CHARACTER OF TIPPoo.-English writers have enjoyed 
themselves a good deal in the work of blackening Tippoo's 
character. A fair estimate of the man places him in a kindlier 
positIOn. In a draft of conditions, on which he wished to form a 
treaty with the French, he used these words: '! I *mand that 
male and fem:tle prisoners, as well English as Portuguese, who 
shall be taken by the Republican troops, or by mine, shall be.' 
treated with humanity and with regard to their persons, that they 
shall, their propel ty becoming the right of the allies, be trans­
ported at Ollr joint eXQense out of India, to place5 far distant 
from the territories ,of) the allies." As to his rule" it is said: 
"His country was ... the best cultivated, and his population 
the most flourishing in India, whi.1e, under the Engli5h, the popu­
lation of the Carnatic and Oude . . . was the most wretched 
upon the face of the earth; and even Bengal itself was 
suffering almost all the evils which the worst of governments 
could inflict." 

TIn: DEVELOPMENT OF SUBSlfllARY SCHEMEs.-The Nizam 
had fought against Tippoo. He had a large cession of terrItory 
from the conquered state. As an ally, he had to become ,a 
sub&idiary. In discharge of his tribute, he gave up to the ColJ 
pany all t~e land that had been ceded him from Tippoo's defea~. 
''"The troops for which subsidy was to have been paid cost under 
.£400,000; the territory ceded in lieu of ito was computed to 
yield .£63°,000." The Nizam was 9!essed with generous allies 1 

Attention was now turned to Oude. The exactions from this 
state had been so immense, jind the c~nditions of the state so 
wretched, that the Nabob decided to retire in favour of his son. 
A quarrel was easily made. The frontier'l1rov'mce5 WeTC annexed, 
the state isolated, and the Subsidiary Scheme ~rfectly applied. 
By 1797, the subsidy for the use of British troops had amounted 
to .£760,000 per annum. On account of his arrears, the Nabob 
was di,possessed of the huge and fertile tract of land between the 
Ganges and the Ju •• ma, and also 6i Rohilcund. It was. the loss 
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of half his stat~ and he fought hard againn' the- terms. m 
reply was chkaQterilffe! ''If:thQse teOl'8 were not sat_ctory, he 

";&'''.l.. <tIt.._ wopld lose the whole ore-'W,\.$tate." ':Ii m: demand ~as the wore 
unfair, because the elt~ses came v~ry largely frQ'ljibtl compul-
sory disband~_Of ~~ tM ~&fent of that 
army by :8ritisl);'troops. ,;' 
.. The n~Jrt t9 fldl wa, ~ Nabob of the Carnatic. He had heen 
the too faithful ally of the British. It was he who had incited 
the Brit.oi.sh attack on the Rajah of Tanjore. But his allies had 
become his creditors. The more he struggled, the tighter became 
the cords that bound him. i\ pretext to overthrow him was 
made. It was suggested that some of his officers had corre­
sponded 1"ith Tippoo. And while thi{u~c1ean work was being 
carried on, the Nabob lay a-dying. His house W'tS surrounded 
with troops. Upon his death the will was demanded. The 
Nabob had left his throne to his son. The Commissioners at 
once declared the throne lost to the family on account of the 
Nabob's treason. TIle ~on took a ~tand, only to be displaced on 
the grounds of illegitimacy. It was ~o easy, with our Western 
notions, to trot out the charge of illegitimacy, and ~o at once to 
violate bdian law and outrage Indian opinion. 

Then came the turn of the M:l.hratta~. Conscious of their 
danger, they made up their own d,fficult!"s and united themselves. 
The war is regarded as one of the most"'glorious in British annals. 
General Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wellington, gIve evidence 
of that great military skill which stood him in such good stead in -after years; and other general~, too. won great renown. By the 
end of the year, Scindia's power in Northern India was destroyed. 
His lands north of the J1!mna pa~scd into the Company's hands, 
and the Mogul Empero}, who was blind, was left in British care. 
~he Bosla of Berl gilie up a great part of his land, and became 
a subsidiary. Of the Mahratta princes, Bolkar alone remained 
unsubdued. 

APOLOGISTS FOR WELLESLEY.-One of the great authorities on 
Indian matters, Sir W. Hunter, says: "The inlrigues of the 
native princes gave him an 'pportunity for-farrying out his plan 
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:hat the great peninsula 
f our civilisation and our control had been There 
we were, and there we must remain. The great que~tioI1 was, on/ 
;vhat footing? Could we stand still, 0('cUPY1l1g our own settle­
nents, carrying on the Company's commerce, and 5imply main­
:aining the frontier? It could not be done. The French had 
LII but established their supremacy over the great pripce of the 
Deccan -the Nizam .... Every prince in India woula have been 
mborned by the French if we had nOl intercepted the operation." 
fhese are the ideas generally given to the Bntish. But the 
lative states were not such hells; they generally had' greater 

happiness than thos[' which were under our influence. The 
whole thing that explains the position wa, the fear of France The 
natives, who were tiled of our bleeding operations, were perhaps 
not unwise Jl1 turning to the French, who, in the early days of 
the Revolution, at least, were endeavouring to tear themselves 
away from tyranny. \Vhether India would have been happier 

• under French rule than under Bnti~h must be matter of opinion. 
But the fact remains that the Subsidiary Scheme was unfolded, not 
because we cared one straw about I ndian hell~, or Indian happiness 
or civilisation, but because we mtended holding on to India, and, 
as Capitalists, we meanl to make India pay. 

THE COMPANY DISSAlISJllED.-Wdlcsley gorged on Glory; the 
Company hungered after Guineas. The policy carried out by the 
soldier had a curious result at home. Whe"" patriot " was in a 
seventh heaven of delight. But it all cost money, dnd the Directors 
yearned for peace. Hence difficulties between Wellesley and the 
Directors. The one could not under~tand the commercial line of 
argument; the others shrank from small dividends. So in 1805 
he returned home tienouncing whd-L he called" the ignominious 
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tyranny of Leadenhall Street." And so tlie Cabinet of busihes. 
men inaugu!ated a. ~ W1ie,. Peace at any price 1 Anything so. 
that tne finances be put in"order. 

MUTINY AT VBLLOR~r-But eVjll pl1tting the Excbe.Querin order 
did not do everrtning.. A~u$'l' changes were taking place in the 
officering.of regiments. tli:ropeans who knew little of the Sepoys 
w-ere pei~ bf9Ught overt and their inexperience caused disaster. 
Prior to 176'6, the Sepoys were commanded by Subadars, each 
one hal'ing the command of 100 men. Later, battalions of 1,000 

strong were formed. Stlll later the battahons were linked, and in 
1824 they were reduced to a ~trenglh of 500. In all these 
changes It was found that the Sepoy was most valuable, where most 
independ,.ent, and where he had the fewest European officers. 
Pos~essing a certain amount of mitiatlve, and brought into close 
contact with distinctly friendly officers, they became attachpd to 
their leaders In a remarkable degree. Clive's soldiers were 
devoted to him. Indians have been known to bring their 
children for two or three generations to salaam before their 
favourite officers. But these favoured leaderb considered Sepoy 
peculiarities, and never infnnged upon Sepoy sentiment. Hence 
therp grew up in native rcgllnenb men who, for their officers, 
would perform prodlgie~ of vfllour, and who rendered a fidelity 
that can never be surpassed. In cours. of time, a different kind 
of official came, one who regarded the dark-skmned,privatt whh 
contempt. The feelmgs of the soldiery were ruthlessly flung 
aSide in obedien<lf to the reqUIrements of a martinet. Men like 
Sir John Malcolm protes~ed; that mattered not. The turban 
should give place to the helmet. Ear-rings were to disappear. 
Marks of caste were not' to app(lj.r upon the forehead. And a 
shaving quite imposbibl~ to the religious feelings of many Indians 
1vas to be adopted~ S. mutterings were heard; and then came 
a Mutiny. 

A month before the outbreak, a Sepoy revealed the plot to 
Colonel Forbes. The informant was l,anded ov('r to the native 
officers, and put in gaol for hiS pains. TlJt! plot was not wide­
spread, and it was merciles~l; dealt With. 
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LoRD MeNTO, 1809-18! 3.-Although the Company were now 
carrying out a peaceful policy, their influence u 1del Min~o was 
extextding. Missions were sent to Persia, Afghanistan, and 
Scinde. A treaty of some momtl/1t was also made with the Sikhs, 
and their states lying between the Slltlej and the Jumna were 
placed under British protection. 

LORD MOIRA. - Under Lord Moira's rule \\ e .ltad ',our fl.l'st 
difficulty with N eraul. Frontier disputes brought about an 
exceedingly difficult war. The Nepau\ese, or Ghoorka§, over­
whelmed our men in many a battle, but after two years' lighting 
the brave foe was defeated. Territory was gained, a British 
Resi<ient established at the Ghoorka capital, and a number of 
valuable soldiers entered tbe Company's ~ervice. 

In the meantime serjou~ dj"turbam.cs were breaking out. 
Poverty and mi~ery were doing thc:ir work. In Rohilcund, where 
of old the Rohillas were prosperous and happy, a hou~e tax was 
causing excitement. In t}w I )oab there WJ& general dist!ontent. 
Robbers were often sheltered, and their spoil ~hared. Along the 
Western frontit.:ls the fiscal and judIcial systems of the Company 
had produced frightful mbcry. Children were being sold for 
food. The people of Ori%a were in extremity. BengaJese money­
lenders had ehlorleJ to the last fraction. I IdpJe;,s and powerless 
as they were, the people r"se in rebellion, only to be put down with 
the greateskeasc. A special commh,sioner was sent to the district. 
He dealt wisely and kindly, and large remissions w<:rc made. So 
through many parts of India, Hriti;h rule not~thstanding, there 
seemed to be a thrill of misery. 

THE PINDARIs.-The most serious difficulty, however, was with 
the Pindaris. Stable and goocrgovernn;e\lts had been overturned. 
In places anarchy had followed. Out of weat had been well­
conducted tribes had sprung banditti a~ld robber;\.. So these 
Pindaris, descendant from Afghans, Mahrattas, antI Jats, simply 
represented what was an unhappy result; a state of anarchy which 
naturally followed the break-up of the empire. Neither race nor 
religion gave a conlI~on bond. Thpy were simply marauders who 
were w1U-led and ~ell-armed. Tbe Company at home would 

o 
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hav!' let them alone, The Board of Control, on the other hand. 
adviseQ thei~ break-up. An army of 120,000 men was collected. 
The Pindaris were broken up; many of them joined the Btttish 
ranks, and their territories formed the nucleus of the Central 
Provinces. 

THE L~sT MAHRATfA WAR.-Many of the Pindaris had been 
in Scindii's pay. The campaign against them brought about a 
very favourable treaty with Scindia. The Mahratta chiefs, however, 
feeling ~ggrieved at their treatment, confederated. The general 
results of the campaign m:ty be thu~ summed up. The Rajputana 
States became feudatories. Thfl dominiom of the Pes11\va were 
added to the Presidency, and the Peshwa granted a pension. 
Puppet piinces were discovered: one for thp throne of Sattara, 
one to fill the Peshll'u's place, olle to take Holkar's position, 
and one to be Rajah of Nagpore. Lord Moira, or, us he is better 
known, Lord Hasting~, dealt in a con~iderate and statesmanlike 
way with the native princes. He treated them as reigning princes. 
The meddlings of 5elf-seeking Residents were checked, and those 
who made themselves obnoxiou5 he had removed; under him, too, 
the Civil and the Criminal Court" were reformed, and to native 
magi~trates enlarged powers were given. 

SIR THOMAS MUNRO ON OUR RESPONSIIlILlTV.-The most 
notable event at this time wa" Munro's .. ann Reform, The Zem­
indar system was working badly. So Captain Rl:id an~Lip.utenant 
Sir T. Munro (afterward., General) del'eloped the celehratcd Ryot­
war system. No~ing in our Indian dealings is nobler than the 
"mtention" of the&e mU1.. Munro was filled with gloom at the 
results of our rule. His 1vords are clear: "There is one great 
question to which we shQuld look it. all our arrangements. What 
is to be the final niult (>n the character of the people? Is it to 
~e raised, or is it'0 ~ lowered? Are we to be satisfied with 
merely securing our pow~r, and protecting the inhabitants, leaving 
them to sink gradually in character, lower than at present? Or 
are we to endeavour to raise their character? It ought un­
doubtedly to be our aim to rare the minds cj the natives, and to 
take care that whenever our connection with 'ndia shout;. cease, 
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it did not appear that the only fruit of our dominion had been to 
leave the people more abject and less able to govenf themselves 
thanC,when we found them. It. would certainly be more desirable 
that we should be expelled fro~ the country altogether than that 
the result of our system of government should show an abasement 
of a whole people." 

THE RVOTWAR SCHEME.--Sir Thomas's enthusiasm ~rried his 
scheme into operation in Madrac:. The ryot was henceforth to deal 
directly with the Government. His land was to be surveyed and 
assesseJ. The intermediate zcmindar was abolished, and a holding 
was secure so long as the ryot paid his assessment. In a way the 
ryot was his own landlord. Then of unoccupied land he might take 
any field, or of what he held he could relinquish what 11& pleased. 
In the early days the survey was rough and the assessment high. 
By official instructions, asse~sors were not to tax at too low a 
figure uncultivated land, lest, to tht injury of the Revenue, the 
ryot should give up the land under cultivation. Undcr M~nro's 
personal supervision the system worked well. But the settlement 
was annual, and depended much upon the despatch and the way 
in which Revenue officers carried oUl their duties. This is seen 
by a complaint, made years ago, that Indian cotton """Contained 
dirt, and was discoloured by heating. Those imperfections arose 
because the cotton had ",to be stored in pits, until the Revenue 
officer could attend to his duties. In this way the value of the 
cotton fell. This, at least, &hows the system to be fallible, for 
fearful loss befel the ryot when his crop wis spoilad. The 
scheme worked as well at Coimbato~e as anywhere. There, in 
1828, the ryot paid 338. per annum out of a gross produce of '£5. 
Sir Thomas Munro felt that ~ schem~ ~ad largely failed, and he 
himself sll;id that new land could not be brought under cultivation, 
except by lowering the assessment. 

THE BURMESE W AR.-At this time events were happening in 
Burma that brought about the first Burmese war. Aracan, at this 
time a large state, had been conquered b)' the Burmese. The Mugs, 
a cross between the.Burmese and ~e Hindoos, were inhabitants. 
These c>eople had" been cruelly treated, and although the in-
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habitants 0iPosed, large numbers had entered British territory. 
Some .waste land in Chittagong had been set apart for them. 
Difficulties between the Mugs and the Burmese brought- war. 
Twenty thousand lives were lost. Fourteen millions of money 
were spent. But the flag henceforth floated over new provinces. 
Assam, Aracan, and Tenasserim were annexed. So that British 
earth-hunget was appeased for a little while. 

• , 

THE MUTINY AT BARRACKPORE. -The campaign against Burma 
was re~arkable as being the first foreign war undertaken by the 
Company. The operations involved a crossing of the water. 
Many of the Sepoys were high caste men, and these, by religious 
belief, had scruples against cros5ing the Indus or the sea. The 
men apJ'ealed to the officers to consider their objections, and 
make arrangements whereby their scruples would be satisfied. 
The officers demanded unqualified obedience. On the l!th 

November, r824, the 47th Regiment was ordered to parade in 
marching order. Not more than one-third obeyed. Next day 
small parties joined fronl other regiments. The men used no 
violence; they only asked to be di5mis5ed. They were ordered 
to obey. And then, with(Jut warning, the artillery played upon 
them. 'the men broke and fled. The infantry now fired, and 
the cavalry took up the pursuit. It has been c.alled a Mutiny. 
It was a butchery brought about by that.otal ",ant of consideration 
which ~o betrays the martinet into tyranny. 



CHAPTER V 

FEARS OF RUSSIA.-Beforc the forties were in, the fears'of Russia 
were in fashion. Those fears brought the Afghan War. Quite 
early in the century, an invasion of India had been plaJ!ned by 
Napoleon and Alcxanucr. Events had gone wrong, and the 
accomplishment of the plan'seemed impossible. Tn 1835, it was 
discovered that Per~i;t was friendly with Russil, rather than with 
us. Alarming rumours were set abroad. And yet there was no 
ground for fear. The religious dIvisions which had so divided 
the Indians, and so helped us in our policy, would have assisted 
us in the North of India. Of the peoples concetned, the Afghans 
were Sunnites, and the Persians Shiites. Doth Mohammedc.ns, it 
i~ true, but both reharJing the other as heretical and dangcr.:>us 
to the true faith. 

AFFAIRS IN AFGHANISTA:-I.-Apart from European politir~, 

Afghan affair!:> were intere~ting. Two powerful famnies were 
mixed up with them. The Dooranee d)na~ty that had ruled 
Afghanistan had lost n~ir po,itioll, and their opponents, the. 
Barukzyes, ~ad come tt) the front. The Dooranee representative, 
Shah Sooja, was a pensioner in British pay, and Prince Kamran, 
the ruler of Herat, was the only member of thf family in power. 
The remaining portions of the Afghan Empire were governed by 
Barukzye princes, of whom the head, was Dost Mahomed, who 
nlled at Cahul, and had a Und of central authority. 131Jt the 
Empir: had shrunk in proportions. Runjcet iingh, the Sikh, ha~ 
seized Cashmere, Attock, Peshawar, and Mooltan. The Sultan of 
Bokhara had seized Balkh, and the rulers of Scinde had declared 
themselves independent. The differences between the Barukzyes 
and the Dooranees led the former into a friendship with Persia, 
for Persia was warr~'Jg against K:vnran, the Dooranee ruler of 
Herat. 
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PERSIA AND HERAT.-The action on the part of Persia was 
well warranted. Kamran had made engagements with Persia, and 
had violated them. He had invaded Persian territory, an' hade 
carried away 12,000 persons as. slaves. No just ground existed 
for interfering with Persia. But Persia was friendly with Russia. 
Russian officers and soldiers were with the Persian army. That 
at once gava the affair an importance to English eyes, that but for 
that fact would not have been seen. As the affair was hundreds 
of mi!@s from our frontier, there was really no cause for alarm; 
but Russian presence mad.~ the Persian action a menace to us, 
and the Shah was \\arned that if he took Herat, the occupation 
would be regarded as a hostile demomtration against England. 
The attack upon Herat failed; he therefore complied with all 
British demands, and abandoned the enterprise. 

OUR PI,OT.-To make our~c1ves perfectly safe, and checkmate 
both PerBia and Russi,l, we detelmined to make Cabul our ally. 
And we proceecled to do so in a wonderful way. We res~ved 
that a Dooranee bholllJ be put up JI1 the throne. Shah Sooja 
was our pensioner, and it should be for him to make a friendly 
kingdom of Afghanistan, It would be in effect as any other 
suusidiary state. A difficulty had to be made with Dost 
Mahomcd, but this seeuli:,d not an easy task. An envoy, Captain 
A. Burnes, was sent to him, o5temibJ~ tv make terms. But the 
monarch was so anxious to be friendly that quarreJling was not 
easy. In the meantime, we made a treaty with Runjeet Singh and 
5h.1h 50oja, wh~eby Shah Sooja should take the Afghan throne. 
It IS hardTy neces5ary to p.oint out that the feelings of the Afghans 
themselves were not to be con~i(lcred. 

OPPOSITION CmJNsrw;.--These things were not done without 
warning. The like of Wellington said" our difficulties wouldw 
commence where ou. military successes ended." The Marquis 
of Wellesley spoke of "the folly of occupying a land of rocks, 
deserts, and snow." SIr Charles Metcalf and Mr. Elphinstone, 
Indian authorities, both protested, and the Court of Directors 
wished to let Afghan affairs ,lone. 

THE C~UNTRY FooLED.--As there was st&ng opposition in the 
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country to the war, it was n~cessary to let the countiY have only 

ra slightly exact knowledge of what was happening. Wl:at was 
don~comes out in the debates of the House of Commons, which 
occurred considerably later. It was proved that the real opinions 
of our envoy were largely concealed from Parliament by what Lord 
J. Russell apologetically called "careful selection." Despatches 
were mutilated and sentences were omitted. Mr. Roel:iuck'attacked 
the ministers so vigorously that Sir J. Hobhouse compJa~ed he 
had "almost sprinkled himself and Lord Auckland with the 
blood." In later years Sir J. Hobhouse iamented his part, and 
acknowledged the war to have beea "a folly, if not a crime." 

WAR DEcLARED.-In the Afghan Empire of old, PesLawar had 
been a valuable possession. Although it was in Sikh haflds, Dost 
Mahomed undeniably looked at it wi,h loving eyes. This was 
not wonderful. Our envoy offered mediation, but undtr .. ny cir­
cumstances the Sikhs, as our ::llies, were to retain Peshawar. 
Dost Mahomed did not enthuse over these views. He was there­
upon charged with being ambitious and designing. So war was 
declared. And now came a little episode which showed us in <Jur 
true light. Shah Sooja was to entu the country by one road; 
we by another. The road which would have suited us lay through 
the country of our ally, Runjeet Singh. But that prince had no 
intention of permitting tne passage. He, too, was a powerful 
soldier; in !trcngth, his army was almo5t equal to our own. We 
therefore dt'termined to march through Scinde and Beloochistan, 
and that upon the ground that·Scinde had forn~rly b~en part of 
Afghanistan, and was therefore tributrry to Shah Sooja. This 
reasoning might as well have been applied to Peshawar, but 

• Runjeet Singh was too powerfut to be thus trifled with. 
SCINDE AND BELOOCHISTAN.-The two star;s through whicl:& 

our army was to march were perfectly incf~pendent native states. 
Nor did they agree willingly. They were coerced. Our army 
thelefore marched on Hyderabad, the capital of Scinde, seized 
Kurrachee, and that we had treated thern as independent princes 
no.twithstanding, we ctreated them row as rebellious vassals of 
Shah So{"ja, 
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A STATE PAPER.-The British now looked round to see if any 
one could bt:\obbed. Someone must help, if possible, to pay for­
this expedition. In a State paper these words occur: "!fis 
Lordship will only add, as a sugiestion to aid your opinion on 
the sllbject, that the Ameers may fairly be supposed to be wealthy." 
This extract is taken from a book, "A Great Country's Little 
Wars," by Mr. Lushington. Upon this advice he remarks: 
"Indignation would be out of place here. J.t occurs in a State 
paper, a1td is therefore dignified diplomacy. In a Court of 
Justice, read from a private letter, in evidence against parties on 
trial for conspiracy to extort tnrmey, it would produce a lively 
effect." 

A NEW.TREATY, AND WHAT THE BELOOCHEES THOUGHT.-A 

new treaty was impressed upon the Ameers. They were to 
ack:lOwiedge our sovereignty, pay down a lump sum of £300,000, 
and henceforth to pay one-half of their revenue as tribute, and to 
maintain an auxiliary force of 4,000 men. This is an account of 
the scene at the imp(J~jng of the treaty: 

"\Then the reading was over, the Beloochecs ,howe,l great excitement. 
AI this time a "ignal from theIr highne%c, would have been sufficient to 
terminate the live;, vf ell our party. untler lill' s"'''JI(l<, of \he barbarian and 
remor!ocle% l1eloochecf" llIany of whol1'l ,tnod at our head with naked scimitars 
in the same way as executiuners do at the momJtt of til" performance of their 
horrid duty. Meer Nour Mohammed fir,t observed, 1Il Belooctll;t, to his two 
colleJgues, ' Curscd be he "ho puts reliance upon the promi;,eo of the Ferin. 
gees' ; and then, ad<j:e,,,ing hi,mclf ;,criouoly \0 thc Hriti"h repre,entative, he 
spoke thus i~ I'clsian: 'Vour tre"tie", I belIcve, are changeable at your 
ph:asure and convenience. h rhi, the way \u treat your frienr!, and bene­
factor!. i You asked our positi~ to allow your alluies a frce pa'sage through 
our territories. Vie granted it without he~itation, depending upon yuur friend­
sIlip, under your honolj'able promises. lIad we known that, after the entrance 
of your army into our rand~'you would threaten OUf safety and enforce another 
treaty upon us, demanding an annual tribute Jf 300,000 rupees, and a ready 
payment of 2,100,000 rupees, for the immediate expenses of the army, we 
would, in such case, have adopted meaSU1·~ for the security of our country 
and persom.' • • • Captain Eastwick hell.ld all this with calmness. and gave 
brief replies in Per!oian and Ara~ proverbs, such.s: 'Friends muSt atd 
friends in ell¥r~encies.' ••• Meer Nour Mohammcd\miled • : • pel then, 
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trith a $igh, he said to Captain EastwlCK, 'I wish I coulil comprehend the 
meaning of the word "friend" which you use.''' 

WE BORROW BUKKUR.-The most important fortress in 
Scinde was Bukkur. As the -British were in the country, they 
suggested that the fortress be loaned them du-ing the war. Sir 
A. Burnes said: "I am negotiating the fortress of Th}kkur, and 
think I have nailed it; if not, we must just take it. The poor 
chiefs are civil, and well inclined towards us." The pear chief 
was over eighty years of age, and he said, in giving up Bukkur, he 
encountered great d\bgrace, but he did it to save his children and 
his tribe from ruin. So Bukkur was borrowed; but it was never 
returned. 

GREEDY Ens.-1301 rowing fOl trcs'5CS is little to the likings of 
honest Britons. They generally prefcr annexing land.>. Even 
now, patriotic visions beheld the [Ltg floating over Scinde. Omi­
nous words occur in a long ktter, dateel Scinde Residency, 
February 13, r839 :-" I beg to dl5tinctly record that I anticipate 
no such event; but if we arc evel again obliged to exert our mili­

·tary ~trength in Scinde, It lllu5l be carried to subjugalillg lite 
country." 

No IN1I!.RNA'IIONAI. lAW FOR INDIA.-What excuse had politi­
cians to offer for the;r passage through a friendly country? Latl:r ., 
on, Sir Robert Peel had to cxpLtin British actIOn. In his def'~nce 
in the Hotse of Commons, he ~aid the rule~ of international 
morality which obtained in Europe were not alway5 capable of c. 
application in India. "It was difiicult, when RUS5h was intri-
guing against Englan 1 in IndIa, to \ay calmly,' I look at my 
Vattel and my Puffendorf, ane\, I refta in from marching myctl(,opS 
a<.ross a neutral territory.'" 

THE AFGHAN CAMPAIGN.-The ensuif\g dmpajgn was appa~­
ently a triumph for British arm~. Candahar surrel1dered. 
Ghuznee was stormed. Shah Sooja entered into Cabul. Shortly 
after, Dost Mahomed, with one attepJant, rode into the English 
lines. and surrendered. He was _ sent a~ a State prisoner to 
~alcutta. -
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THE STOn OF SATTARA.-At the close of the· Mahratta W/.r, 
the British Itld, for purposes of their own, placed a prince, their 
own nominee, upon the throne of Sattara. The Company ~uar­
an teed perpetual sovereignty. "\t is well to see why the prince 
was chosen for the throne. At the commencement of the Mah­
ratta War 'he was a State prisoner of the Peshwa, but was allowed 
£5,000 per ·year. The Pe,hwa was a Brahmin, and the avowed 
motive of the Governor-General, in making Jlis selection, was to 
establisll a counterpoise to the influence of the former Brahmin 
Government. Under the guidance of the Brahmins, the Sattara 
princes had had little education. Their accomplishments were 
largely confined to hor,emanship and the use of the bqw. The 
mother ~f the prc:scnt Rajah had little sympathy with the 
Brahmins. She was a well-educated and clever woman, and she 
had not only managed to have her son well educated, btlt she 
instilled into his mind a seriou~ and deep mistrust of the 
Brahmins and their bcl()nsings. On hi'> part, he, as Rajah, was 
determined that the Mahrattas ~houJd ILlve the benefits of edu­
cation. To "how his own sympathy and resolution, he set apart, 
for college purposes, a suite of rooms in his palace. The town 
of Sattara' contained fl hout I 0,000 ~ouls; in the Rajah's time it 
possessed no fewer tl1111 40 schools. Besides this, it became 
a hand~ome town-improved and eivi~~ed in every way. From 
year to year the Bombay Government complimented him, and, 
after a reign of sixteen year;;, the Court of Director: ref-olved to 
send him a swor~ of honour and a suitable letter as a mark of 
respect. ~efore the sword [lnd letter were sent the Rajah was in 
disgrace. 

Bfthc treaty wh;eh pfaced tl~ Rajah on the throne, certain 
.estates, on the death of their then occupants, were to lapse to 
him. Over the eAate. a di~rute arose. The tr.:aty which dealt 
with these matters had been drawn up by Mr. Elphinstone, and 
the prince offered to leave the matter quite in his hands. Subse­
quently, the Directors decided the matter in his favour. Here 
came some strange actions .• For some reas~n, the Indian auth~ri. 
ties kept ~e decision from the Rajah. Heoathereupon ~ppealed, 
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c. 
and the Bombay Government promised that tbe matter should 
be referred to the Home Government. At the e'1d tf a yeat, he 
lea~led that no reference had been made to his case. The 
reason for such blackguardly qealings must be conjectural. It 
looks as if peculation, at the expense of the prince, was being 
carried on. He, at any rate, utterly disgusted at his . treatment, 
determined to send his own agent to London. 'FhiS'.common­
sense action on tii~ part was bitterly resented by the Indian 
officials. The Bombay Govcrnment decided that such ac'ion was 
an infraction of the trraty, and an insult to themselves. They 
therefore withheld the Directors' sword and letter. 

This strange insistence that the Rajah could not appeal to the 
Home Government was afterwards admitted by Lord Clare, the 
Governor of Bombay at the time of (he dispute, to be wrong; 
but now the Bombay Government broke off all dealing~ with the 
Rajah. Here came a chance for the Brahmins, who we.te the 
prince's enemie~, and who wished him displaced. lIt' was 
charged with trying to COlrupt two native officers, who we:.'! in 
the service of the Government. A Commission tried the <..ase. 
The l're~jdent of the Commission said the charge was inspl.ed 
by hatred. A second char ge sugge~ted that he hid, with a 
Portuguese viceroy, compired to dnve the English out of Indi~. 
The nobleman whose nrme was mentioned gave his word oi 
honour tln~ there was no truth in the charge. A third charge 
said he had compircd with the ex-Rajah of Nagpore. This 
prince was a State prisoner. The 1l10~t incrimil\~ting thing shown 
in their dealings was the sending lj, pair of slipp'-ers to the 
ex-Rajah. 

The poor prince now called (',)r a trial. It was refused;' but a 
s::!cret inquiry was in~tituted. To his dying day, he never saw 
the evidence. Then carne the mean actiQ-n dl the Governor of 
Bombay, who offererl him a continuation of his sovereignty if he 
would confess his guilt. He refused. "He would consent to 
everything, except to abandon his religion or acknowledge that 
he:; ,had ever been OUl; enemy." 

In the meantime.. for reasons of his own, Col. 0vens, the 
I 
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Resident of Sattara, enterea Wmto tne opposition.to the Princ~. 
He was aftert'ard~ impeached at the India House for his actions. 
The Rajah had, however, friellds in England. The case .was 
brought up before the House of Commons. Nothing could be 
said against him to support the c~arges. Sir J. Hobhouse said: 
"As Pres~dent of the Board of Control, I knew thllt these 
charges 'Yere. made ag8inst the Rajah of Sattara i but to say 
that I believed them, is what the honour~e gentleman has 
not thc:.e slightest foundation for saying." In a letter from 
Macnaghten, Secretary to thn Government of India, to Mr. 
Wathen, Chief Secretary to the Bombay Government, he says: 
"That the Rajah . . . nettled by an alleged grievance . . . is 
disaffeete~ . . . may be conceded . . . but the re:;ult of the late 
proctcdings ... tended rather to weaken than to strengthen 
the case against him." The Bombay Government, in spite of 
all these things, had their way. It was easier to put another 
dummy upon the throne than to frankly and fairly recall the 
Bombay officials. And yet such things had an influence upon 
the Indian mind. 

COLADA SroLEN".-Then came another piece of dirty work. 
, The Princt! of Cnlaua had, upon the overthrow of the Peshwa, 
been guaranteed, upon the usual conditions "to him and his 
successors," the integrity of his donllniom. HI' died. His 
successor was an adopted child. The child died. In spite of 
the fact that there were numerous memoers of thee family who 
could lawfully claim the throne, the Governor decided that the 
country sh~uld b~ treated as having eschcated, for want of heirs 
male. Memorials were pr~sentcd to the authorities, but without 
avail.. The territory was ~nnexc<\ and the property of the late 
Rajah sold by auction. 
• THE AFGHANS' I{E~LT.-All this time, Shah Sooja, guarded 
by British bayonets, seemed to be doing well. Then in the end 
of 1841 came a bolt from the blue. Sir A. Burnes, our Envoy, 
was assassinated. An insurrection followed. Our troops were 
defeated. The forbearance of the enemy, in the judgment of 
Lieut. Eyrlls, alone saved our' army from antt~ilation .. 
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C TREACHERY-MEETS TREACHERY;-Ana llOW came a pitiful 
deed. Neither side trusted the other. By a tttaty,. certain 
chiC's were outside our hostility. Mohammed Akbar. the son 
of Dost Mahomed, determined to test Sir W. Macnaghten's 
honour. Thus writes Lushingt~n: "During the actual existence 
of a treaty, Mohammed Akbar proposed to Sir IV. Macnaghten 
a scheme, at once a tc.:~t of his sincerity and a trap to ~tch him; 
comprising, amoll{~, other point~, the seizure of certain other 
chiefs, partier; to tlle actually cxi'iting treaty. The El1voy fell 
into the snare, and went forth to a conference prepared to seize 
men who were at peace, in reliance on his woni. Treachery 
was met by treachery. The counter-mine exploded under the 
feet of the miner. He wa'3 him'3elf seiled, and resisting, strongly, 
was shot by Mohammed Akbar, no', a'3 it would '3ecm, of previous 
purpose, but in the fierce pas,>ioll excited by a violent persor.31 
struggle." 
A~NIHlLATION.-Th(~n came the retn:at. GUllS and trt-asme 

were abandoned. The prowl army became a di~()rganised mob, 
and was practically anmhilated. But fuf a few prisoners in 
Afghan hands, the army of occupatIOn had ceased to Lt. 

BRITISH BAD FAITH ?-Following thc5e things, in' the early 
part of the summef of 1842, negotiatlon~ for the exchange cf 
prisoners were entered int.o. Akbar Khan agreed to send all the 
Engli'3h back, on condition that the Afghan prisoners were re­
turned, and that the English withdrew altogether from the 
country. ThIs, according to the Bombay Ti,mes, April 1843, 
says Mr. Lushmgton, ",as actually agreed to. If that was so, 
British bad faith permitted these arrangements to be violated. 
The British recommenced hostilities, whereupon AkbM ex· 
claimed in fierce wrath: "Every Afghan chief had been 
taught to lie and break faith by the IYeri •• gee:;." 

BRITISH ATROCITIES -Two British armies met at Cabul. 
The prisoners were released; but inhumanity marked the pro­
gress of the army. Gen. M'Caskill Felt himself called upon to 
protest against the outrages. Lieut. Greenwood, in his narrative 
of the campaign, v-~iated: "1 would bayonet, said 9,ne of the 



• Sepoys to Lieut. Greenwood,· in the Khyber PaSl, a Khyberee 
of a month 41d at hie; mother's breast." The same writer re­
lates how" a little wild Khyberee boy, about six years old, ... as 
seen by a soldier trying, as hl.! had doubtless been taught to do, 
to hack off the head of a dead enemy-a savage habit, which the 
Sepoys throughout the camp tign seem perpetually to have 
practised .• ' Toe soldier-not a Sepoy, but an English soldier­
coolly took him up on his bayonet, and tr him over the 
cliff." '-Coolly as this helli ,h deed was done, so coolly is it told, 
without one word of remark or censure." 

Charekar was burned. Part of Cabul was plundered and 
burned. Istahff was burned. "The nan1C of Istaliff was for a 
time the iymbol of atrocity." The Home of Commons soon 
recovered from its shock. The perpetrators were British soldiers. 
Of O'e religious world, Mr. Ll1~hington wrote: "The self styled 
religious world received the news of the slaughter of htaliff with 
tile calmness of a man who J>ut~ his foot into water that is a trifle 
hot; it flinched a little, and that was all." Having slain, and 
hacked, and hewed, the Britbh troops marched back to India. 
Shah Sooja had been killed, and Dost Mahomed re-took the 
throne. 

TREATIES WITH SCPWE.-Thc affairs of Scinde now r('appear. 
It will make the positioll cleal cr to ~ve a few extracts from 
treaties. 

In 1809, our treaty said, "There shall be eternal friendship 
bttwe~l1 the British Government and that of Scinde." 

In 1832,." the· two contracting powers bound themselves 
never to look with covet~usness 011 the possessions of each 
othel 

There was a navigable and useful river running through the 
(;~ul1try, and a pro~etie: native had said, "Alas 1 Scinde is now 
gone, since the British have seen the river." 

Dut the treaty s,lid, "No person sllOtll bring any description of 
military stores by the above river or roads." " No armed vessels 
or boats shall· come by the Slid river." "No English mercha'6t 
shall be aHiwed to settle ineScinde, but shan~ome 1m o.fcasion 



fequires; and ohaving stopped to 'transact the:.r business, shall 
return to India." 

in 1836, the Ameers were threatened by RunJeet Singh, our 
Sikh ally. We mediated, and much against their will, thrust a 
British Resident upon them. 

MAJOR OUTRAM, RESIDENT.-And now the position of Resident 
was filled by Major Outram, afterwards Sir J. Outram .. and the 
hero of the Indiac, Mutiny. A man of sincerity, he set himself 
out to understand ble people. The result was mutual ~mpathy 
between him and the Ameers. "You are to me," said the Ameer 
to him, "as my bruther, NU5seer Khan. From the days of 
Adam, no one has known so great truth and friendship as r have 
found in you." When the days of Afghan disaster ~ame, that 
friendship was of use. The Major was able to write Lieutenant 
Pas tans : "We are fortunately becoming stronger at S'lkkur and 
Shikarpore daily; otherwise, there is no knowing how far the 
Ameers might be excited by the disastrous accounts fro.h Cabul, 
when the truth can r,o longer be disguised." 

REVISAL OF TREATIES DEMA NDED.-At this time the Ameer 
was in arrears with his tribute. Negotiations werebemgpressd upon 
him, whereby Shikarpore, the chief mart of Upper Scinde, should 
be transferred to us, we giving the Ameer a rent, one-fifth more 
than the place had evercyielded. The Ameer was unWIlling. It 
was overturning the treaty that had been established. But the 
author;lies were insi,tent, to the indignation of Outram, who saw 
in the whole business nothing but the action, of a strong power 
bullying the weak. Intimation, in the meantime, reached the 
Governor-Gennal as to hostile intrigue on the part of the Ameers. 
Hereupon he sent Outram Dn address, which at his di!~retion 
should be delivered to the Ameers or withheld. Outram did not 
deliver it. In that address the Ameers tverclaadmooished, "On 
the day on which you shall be faithless to the British power, 
sovereignty will have pas~ed from you." 

SIR CHARLES NAPIER.-Sir Charles Napier hereupon took 
«ommand of the ar~y. The fun(.tions of the Resident were sus­
pended, al1d the General entered t:pon his work oC" revisinli! " 



the treaties. WhiTe these th'!ngs were being do~, protests were 
being made tl:(ainst the whole business, both in the India House 
and in the House of Commons. 'Sir C. Napier had no scrtft>les. 
"It is not for me to consider how we came to occupy Scinde . 
. . . I would abolish the tolls up~n the rivers, make Kurrachee a 
free port, protect SlUkarpore from robbers, make Sukkur a mart 
for trade, .on. the Indus. I would make a trackway along its 
banks; I would get steam-boats. Yet all this.Aowhat the Ameers 
dread." _ 

OUTRAM'S PROTEST.-Thic; 
opposition from Outram. 01 
writes: 

buccaneering met with stt'rn 
the early proceedings he thus 

"I was c<9nslr.lined to tak~ an active and 50mewhat prominent part in an 
invasion which I had 5trongly deprecated, cven when it wa<; mClely hinted at 
as e. probable contingency. Thl' invasion le(l to the infliction of still further 
inju<tice on the unhappy princes of Scinde ; amI emphatically n, I denounLcd 
that injustice to Sir C. Napier, I wa, bound to vimllcatc hi, conrluct in my 
r:ommunication<; wnh hb vIctims. On the Alllcers I had to urge the necessity 
of a speedy settlement of affaIr" and at the 'amc time to demonstrate to the 
General that, cOII<cquently with the COll"C which he pur;,ucd, no <,utisfactory 
adjustment of them could ever be arrive,1 a t. I W:l' called upon to obtain 
their assent to demands agamst \\ hich IlIad solemnly protesled as a po~itive 
robbery, aOlI I 1 •• HI tf) w.un Ihem ~gam't rl ,istancc to our requisitions a. a 
measure that \\- ould hrit'g down upon thpm uher and mCllled destruction, 
while I firmly belIeved that every life lo,t in coltsc(juellce of our aggressions 
would be chalgeable on us a, a murdLr. " 

THE AMEERS COLLECT SOLDIERY.-To show how malevolent 
their designs-.vere, ~ir C. Napier declared that the Arneers had 
collected soldiery. And the chief had, so he said, avoided 
meetinl!9 him. Two short.e extracti will explain the views of 
Outram: 

~Whatever rabble sot!ierJltlhey had assembled \\as ~olely with a view to 
self-defence, . . '. and mud. more that may be urged in excu~e for such 
s'lspicious people, who have had little lesson heretofore to estimate our good 
faith "ery highly." 

Meer Roostum avoided 'llceling Sir C. Napjer. Thus Outram 
accounts for i.t : 
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., Thai be did n«J go to your :~ under t~e in~J of the lies which bad 
been told him, perhaps says less {or bis imbecility than {.)f our credit, which 

Cour pf8<:eedings in this and neighbouring countries, since IS38,~ave brought 
to a very low ebb, I am ashamed to confess. " 

But the strongest words of c0l1demnation are found in Outram's 
Commentary on the Conquest of Scinde : 

"I came to KhYlpoor," wrote General Napier, "to see how"lI\at~rs stand, 
and I mean to go to 1fy~rabad to do the 5atne. • • • I hear of troops collect· 
ing in the South. Arm~ hands shall not C(Os~ the Indu~, therefo,,", I take 
troops." 

Of this Outram thus remarks' 
"The ~ystem is a strange on~. The repre,cntative of a natiLn, which i~ by 

sol{'mn heaty bound not to introduce its jurisdlctlOn into the ter~tOly of an 
ally, invades that territory under the mo<;t ndlculou,> pretence, alld impresses 
its sovereigns with the conviction that h," meditates the seizure of their country. 
lIe hears that troops are collecting in cLnsequence of the uncoutroUable alarm 
created by his own violent proLcelhngs; he strictly proillbits (c')),ltrary to 
solemn treaty) this collection, and as~ign' as a re,\s(·n for prolonging hIS invasive 
course that it appears to have alarmed the invaded I Civilised naticns are 
peJfectly entitled to inv,lue; [01 uarhall,llls to take plecauliom is ali1a· 
impertinent and treasonable." 

ANNEXATION m' SCINDE.-But great and glorious victories 
followed. Scinde was annexed. Napier was its first governor. 
But no glorious victories:lwill tnake a theft more honest. Of the 
disgraceful • episode, and its conclusion, Outram shall again 
speak: 

"Solen,n treaties, though forced upon them, were tr~ated as.. waste paper; 
past acts of fliendshlp and kindness toward, (15 in the hour of extremity were 
disregalded; false charges were heaped upon them; they were goaded into 
resistance; and tbe rutbless and unt"lenting =~ord of a faitbless and ntl:rciless 

I ally completed their destruction. . . . l"hgh though England's mission be­
to conqller and to civlhse, and to conquer lhat shruma}(.~ivilisc-bel conquests 
are only justifiable when unavoidable. . . • To anticipate that time is 
sinful; to plead in extenuation of that sin that it is o~erruled for goal is 
blasphemy." 

~I GW.ALIoR.-Abou.~ this time a precisely similar thing happened 
in GwaJior to whp~ had transpired b Colaba. GwaJior was the 
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remnant of the WMahratta ~ower. The MahaH.jah being lead, 
the Maha"nee adopted a child, which was recognised by us. So 
it came about that we recogni'ied, or refused to recognise laloptea 
children just as it suited our purpose. In this case there was 
another aspirant to the throne, who haft a very large following. 
As thera were two aspirants to the crown, we marched our armIes 
il1to th~. st~te, and after desperate battles overthrew the Mahratta 
army. The Mahrattas paid the expenses t;ro,.daring to have their 
own ~hoice-their army wa'i disbanded,Imd an English army 
replaced it. 



CHAPTER VI 

SIKH DIFFICULTII:S.-lll 1844 there were diffculties ·in the 
Punjab. Our ally, R:\lj~et Singh, was dead. His death !peant 
confusion. The army was supreme. Now came fierce jealousies 
that threatened anarchy. And the Lahore Government grew so 
afraid of its own army that it 5aw '10 hope unless the army conld 
be dispersed. Some of the Lah0re people evidently regarded a 
British war as a good means of dispersing the army. TM result 
of the difficulties was the crossing the Sutlej by the Sikhs. Lall 
Sing, the SIkh Vilier, wrote the English agent: "I have crossed 
with the Sikh army. You know my friendship for the D~itish. 

Tell me what to do." And Lall Sing did as he was ad"7i<;ed. 
His treachery notwithstanding, the Briti~h Empire in India was 
nearly wrecked. The Sepoys and the English troops met lieir 
match in the Sikh, and only by bnlliant generalship, by hprnic 
fighting. and 1101 a httlc lurk, wele the Sil-.h forces overturne',] 
A protectorate wa~ appointed. £1,500,000 as an indemnity had 
to be paid. The Sikh annfwas cut down. The country between 
the Sutlej and- the Bea'> was annexed. A British force was sent 
to garrison the Punjab, and Dhuleep Singh, a mere boy, was 
recogmsed as Maharajah. As the indemnity lSloney. was not 
forthcoming, in return for £ r,ooo,OOO the-sovereignty of Cashmere 
was transferred to Goolab Sing. Cashmere, of course, to be a . . 
tributary state. 
l DALHOUSIE, GOVERNOR-GENERAL.-Lord Daltousie began his 

reign in I848. No Viceroy passed through: more eventful term 
of office. There are various opinions of the man. Those praise 
him who believe that there should be in the wide world but one 

.flag. The thing by which Dalhousie must always be known 
is tlte "doct(,ine of ~flse." Under ~ltat, in his case, was the 
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llypocritpl pretence that rulers exist only for the good of the 
governe~e attacked native rule wherever possible j and~retedtl. 
ing that British rule was better than native government, he 
continually sought to displac~ the one and build up the other. 
Out of this hypocrisy, he developed bis doctrine of Japse-a 
doctrine which was in entire opposition to Indian feeling; an 
ignori~g 'of Indian law, which gave th<;,..,right to the Indian 
mo~rch, accordmg to Indian custotll fd Indian tradition, to 
adopt his successor to the throne. 

DALHOUSIE EXPI"AJN5.-'J he doctrine of theft was put into 
polite language by Dalhousie: 

"I /Fnnot conceive it p05,iblc for any"n!; 10 dispute the policy of taking 
ailvantage of any ju~t oppO! tunity for consolidating the territories that already 
bdong to u,. by taking po"ession of ~tatt·' which may lapse in the midst of 
them; for thus getting rid of the)c petty intervening principalities which may 
be made a mcan, of annoyance, but "hieh Cllll never. I venture to think. be a 
source of strength f')r adding to the re'Ollfces of the public treasury, and for 
extending the unifor'lJ appllcation of our 'y,tl'll1 of government to tholle 
whose best intere,ls we sincerely belie, c will be plOmoted thereby. "-" I take 
this opportunity of recordmg," he "rote again. "illY ,tlOng and deliberate 
opinion t hat, in the cl<erci,e of a wi,e nnd ,annd pohcy, thc Briti.h Govern­
ment is bound /Jot to put a,idc or 10 neglect we" rightful opportunities of 
acquiring [erntnry "r fI'\'cnuc as may from tllllC to lmw present themselves." 

His organ, the Fritmd of India, !cc1ar pd his policy to be, to 
change India from a congeries of states into an e11lpire. one and 
indivisible. 

PRINOOS DJt CONVENlENTLY.--The doctrine of lapse was not 
quite new. John Bull I,a~ nevet Leen averse to taking possession 
of i nice estate whichtcost hi~ nothing. From 1836 to 1840, 
Loodiana, Ferozepore, Ja1oun, and a few others had lapsed. But 
with Dalhousie,in ~ower, the r.umber grew. And Providen~e 
seemed strangely kind to the advocates of lapse. 1'he number 
of deaths amongst the princes, which deaths brougllt annexations, 
was remarkable. The as<assin'~ dagger or the poison cup, at a 
~ertain time and amongst a certain type of prince, could hardly 
have been more fatal tjJb was "death-iom na.ural cau~es.'J 
"lriino~absorptions Coln hardly be reckoned." 
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EXTRACTS FROM DALHOUblE'S LETTERS.-The inwardness of 

ltle mlVl comes out in his letters. There he appears ~rpetrating 
vulgar Capitalistic theft. 

He decided to annex the Funpb, while we were professing to 
act on behalf of the ruler, who was our ward. "We, should 
have a11 the labour, all the anxiety, all the responsibility, which 
would attach to th~erritories if they were actm.lly· our· own: 
whde we should not r,"aQ the corresponding benefits of iniTea<;e 
of revenue and acknowledged posse~sion." 

He wished to annex Rajputana, and to begin with the Rajput 
State of Kerowlee. The Directors foresaw trouble with the 
native states, and refused permission. Here were his reasons: 
"For many years to come, we should have to bear the" labour 
of governing this State, employing always at inconvenience a 
British officer for the purjlo~e; and at the end of the young 
prince's minority have to hand over the country, with its four lacs 
of rupees." 

These extracts explain the man, and the annexations which 
must be soon touched upon. 

THE BRITISH UPSTART.-While we were busying QlllSc1vc::; 
by annexing thl;! natives' coul1lry, the "young gentlemen" from 
England were disgracmg thpir country and themselves by their 
attitude to the natives. 

Here are etidences on the point. 
Captain Hervey wrote: "To maltreat a native is considered a 

meritorious act." 
An Englishman wrote thus, just before the Mutmy: "I have 

been saying for years pa~t that. if a m,'tJ. who left India t~irty 
years ago were now to revisit it, he would scarcely credit the 
\:hange he would univer&ally witnc!.s in the treatment of natives, 
high and low. The English were not thei~ masters. Now they 
are. Restrair),t is cast away, and as one generation of functiOl>aries 
succeeds another every twenty-five years, those in authority set to 
those coming after them the example of superciliousness and 
arr~gance. " 



Sir Charles Lapier: l Young officers wlfo aspire to De' 
gentlem~ think they must be insolent to black servants." 

Sir Charles Napier blamed Sir Colin Campbell: /I His e!tort to 
prevent unprovoked attacks a'ld cruelties on the tribes around 
Peshawat, almost past belief, proved unsuccessful, whole districts 
being devastated, and the most beautiful villages burned without 
any aIJl1arent reason but the desire of politicals to appear vigor-
ous in the eyes of Lord Dalhousie." I • 

Fatlts rarely go singly. Men who· afe cruel are generally 
knaves. When Sir C. Napier retired, he expressed himself freely. 
In an address to the army, he said: "A vulgar man who 'enjoys 
a champagne tiffin and swindles his sp.rvants may be a pleasant 
compaaion to those who do not hold him in contempt as a vulgar 
knave, but he is not a gentleman: his commission tnakes him an 
officer, but he is not a gentleman." 

OUTRAM DI5MISSED.-It ~s well for Dalhousie to boast about 
the benefits of British rule. And during this time torture was 
practised by the Pohce. Bribery was prevalent. Colonel Outram, 
in his official capacity, had to bring serious charges of bribing 
against officials connected with the Guikwar's Court at Baroda. 
He found deep distrust of the British authorities. This dis­
trust came through deci~ions given in cases of disputed suc­
cession. He found that bribery .tlad played its part, and 
that presents evidently intended for the Governpr of Bombay 
had been sent to a banking-house. The Governor dismissed 
him. Lord D~housie, however, reinstated him, and reprimanded 
the Gov~rnor. 

THE BRITISH W ARri:--,At the close of the Sikh War, the 
Mdharajah DhuleelJ Singh had bten placed on the throne. He was 
a boy, and during his minority the administration of the countfl 
was entirely in 1triti~ hands. "The British Resident was placed 
at the head of the administration, with full authority to direct and 
control all matters in every dep~rtment of the State." He "'as at 
liberty to use the British troops as he felt fit, and for the prote<otion 
of the prince and the prt~ervation of tlie State to occup,. any 
posts hweIt inclined. Tie engagement ternftnated ~tp(),.the prince 
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attaining his sifteenth yeat, which ,tuld have \eerJ in 1854. A 
• fulsome proclamation was issued by the Gove~nor?etpral in 1847, 
wheIfthe duties of the Government began, In Whlcfi he assured 
everybody that he "felt the interests of a father," etc., etc. 

SIKH SOLDIERY RESTLEss.-For some time there' had been 
much ill-feeling amongst the Sikh soldiery. 'Religious 
fanaticisms had made matters wor5e. It was pcrfectly well 
known when the M\harajah became our ward. Two Residents 
had noted it. Sir t.· Currie had pOinted out that tht Sikh 
soldiery of Runjeet Smgh's regime could not be trusted. Sikh 
leaders had pointed out that it would be bdter to disband the 
army, and replace'it by a new one, than to tru~t any of the men 
enrolled. And Sir Henry Lawrence pointed out the ~allle thing. 
He saw men who had been generals and colonels in tbe Sikh 
army who were put to it to live, and when he knew that many of 
them had had scant consideration shown them as the changes 
were made, he Slid the good conduct of the Sikh army during 

- the la~t twelvemonth h1d been a wonder to him. But to be 
ready if any insurrectionary movement took place, three strong 
movable brigades bad been formed, and were held in reanines" at 
central places. 

THE DEWAN MOOLRAJ.-The Sikh Governor of the province 
of Mooltan was the Dewa .. Moolraj. He seemed to be out of 
favour WIth tQe SIkhs, and he asserted that he could obtain no 
payment of the taxes. He went, therefore, to Lahore to tender 
his resignation. Two Engli'ihmen, accompanie~ by Sikhs, were 
sent to receive the keys of the Dewan's fort. An unpre­
meditated squabble emued. The Englishmen were killed, and 
the Dewan Moolraj fled. His l[ollowerr upbraided him, wflere· 

,upon he turned round, acted as leader to the disaffected, and an 
insurrection had begun. A young lieuteuntfnamed Edwards 
immediately rlli5ed a body of Mohammpdans; these were joined 
by 4,000 Sikhs, under Van Courtlandt, and the Dewan was 
de(eated. 

l'.HE BRITISH WAlfH AND W AI'l\-While such things were 
going on~ tBe Britit.1 were taking uff, an al>to~ndingti>ositiQn. 
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Three movable b~gades w!e hi existence for 'he purpose of 
checking po,.ble and expected rebellion. By treaty, subsidised 
British troops were in the Sikh country for the ostensible pur'f>ose 
of maintaining the Sikh Governm~nl and preserving peace. And 
yet in the race of our 'sacred duties to our ward, and the fact that 
a subsidised army was at hand, for very obvious reasons Sir F. 
Currie nt.n:le the matter one for which the Sikh Government was 
responsible, and which, under certain 9'c!imstances, might 
involve-the overthrow of the Maharajah" If-Ie wrote: "Dewan 
Moolraj is an officer of the Sikh Government: he is in rebellion 
to the Sikh DUI bar and the ordeT~ of that Government. The 
coercion must come from the Sikh Government, unaided by 
Blltish troops, if possible. If it should be necessary to move a 
British soldier, the affair will be a serious one for the Durbar." 
If the rebellion had been vigorou~ly opposed, it could have been 
easily crushed, but it would not have been 50 favourable to the 
polIcy of annexation. 

CUUTTUR SINGH. -Strange things were happening at Lahore. 
Difficulties were continuous between Capt. Abbott, tile assistant 
Re&ident, and Chuttur Singh, the Nizam, or Governor, of the 
Hazara Province. The Hazara people were violently Moham­
medan and anti-Sikh But Chuttur Singh was a man of much 
influence. His daughter was betrothed~o the young Maharajah, 
and one of his sons was occupying an important pOIation in the 
field against the rebels. From every point of view, his interests 
were counter to tie rebellion. Capt. Abbott was a difficult man . • He was playing his own hand, am) wa~ evidently prepared to 
rise uy the downfall of cJJttur Singh. A mere political detec­
tive, ~e simply possesseJ the s~ul of a spy. His interests 
~d him to suggest conspiracies On the part of the Nizam. In 
turn the Nizam gr~ s~picjous of Aboou, and he began to think 
the Government were seeking to violate the treaty. He therefore 
d~cided to ask the Resident to f.'( a day for his daughter's 
marriage. If cordial consent were given, he felt that a friend~ 
disposition. would be evid~n" and that he. need nPJ fear. Jf, 
contrariwiw, evasion were !:qtployed, he felt 'hat a s~ficance 
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~ould be sh8wn which would ~ut him on his guard. The 
Resident put him off, and the Nizam felt his fearsjonfirmed. 

'i'HE MAHARANltE.-Nor did the action of the tiovernment to 
the Maharanee tend to make t things clearer. A woman of fiery 
temper and of proud spirit, she had been to Ru~jeet Singh a 
suitable wife. Now that he was gone, her son waS a dummy 
upon the throne, and she was even less. Her optutons were of 
no value, and w~\' she wished to assert herself, she had to be 
put in her place. ~Ity treaty she was to have £IS,ooo'per year. 
But the Government affected to believe that she was a centre of, 
and a fomenter of, disaffection. She was seized with a good deal 
of indignity, and sent as a prisoner to Benares. Then her 
allowance dropped to £1,200 per year. Then her jewels were 
taken. Then her clothing was carefully watched lest something 
should be secreted, and at last it was regarded as rather like 
a privilege for her to have any clothes at all. When carried 
away, the Resident reported her as giving no trouble, "very 
probably somewhat induced by the executions which took place 
a few days ago." 

THE INSURRECTION IN HAZARA.-The relations of CIlPt. 
Abbott with the Nizam led to a strange action on Abbott's part. 
Affecting to believe in the probability of the Nizam taking up 
arms, he called upon tte Mohammedan population to take up 
arms a-gairu:;t the Nizam. The passes were seized, and the town 
of Hurripore, where the Governo~ dwelt, was surrounded. "The 
insurrection in Hazara was, in fact, originallYt'ln in~urrection of 
the Mohammedan peasantry, with tht; object of exterminating the 
Sikh troops and Governor-instigate<\> and promoted by a British 
officer." So we seem of felT and set purpose to have hrought 
about an insurrection. 

STRANGE TACTICS.-Even now our "ec~iar tactics did not 
cease. Ahhough an insurrection was in full swing, the Com­
mander-in-Chief declared the weather was tao hot to make a move. 
Military operations were therefore suspended "to a more con­
\-enient season." So strangely dil~tory were the authorities, that 
'. t it ha.sllf~en been suggested that tne delay arose, ft$1 a hgpe of 
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the rebellion so spreading, as \0 ~a.ke it appear ttat annexation 
was, under ~h conditions, unavoidable. And military men 
have put forward this view. Be that as it may, we had "ur 
desire. A far, quite worthy of .he name, ensued. We were 
often ba41y' beaten, but in the end we annexfld the Punjab. 
After annexation came disarmament. Then came a settlement 
of the lan"d"Tax. Village by village was carefully assessed. The 
proprietirs were made responsible for the tevenue, which was 
a proportion of the net produce. The term of settlement 
covered thirty years. A code of civil an(l criminal procedure was 
also introduced, and for the defence of the country, twelve 
irregular corps were formed. A military despotism had been 
overthrow)" and probably the Sikh population would have 
lamented the change more had the Government been of a 
different kind. But we had solemnly pledge,r ourselves to act 
in an honourable manner to our ward. It was for us, Oll his 
b~half, to have e,tJ.blished a stable government. As it was, we 
carriel out D.llhousie's policy. We showed how little we es­
teemed honour. Our bad faith with the young Sikh ruler was a 
disgrace anf! .a shame. 

SATTARA ANNEXED.-The Rajah of Sattara, set up by us in 
1839, and assured by treaty that the Government had no view 
of advantage or aggrandisement, died. ~tiJ Rajah~, the deposed 
Rajah and the one set up by us, had, in accordance with IIindoo 
law, left adopted SOllS. And th~re seem, in addit on, to h.we been 
nutnerous ~lativef who could have rightly claimed, had there 
been no adopted heir. InjsPite of these facts, Dalhousie, upon 
the R~ah's death in 1848" nne xed the country. Sir John Low, 
the patriarch of the political servit!e, and men such as he, pro­
t!sted without avail. Shortly after this a deeply-laid plot was 
discovered in Sat tara. 'It was arrested by the despatch of white 
troops, and seventeen personl> were executed. Su/Jh were the 
reslllts of annexation. • 

NAGPORE ANNExED.-Referring to Nagpore, Lord nalho~ 
wrote, in a minute on the :lit! of February, ,856 : "JJo ~n bm 
been.bom Q) His Highness. • . . None was addt>ted by tim.: none" 
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as they themselves have ~dmitted, was adopted at the Rajah's 
death by the Ranees, his widows." Captain:Btn went through 
tfte whole thing most carefully. and his testimony is, that the 
minute is inexplicably untrutj. The Ranees continually protested. 
The latc Rajah's grand-nephew, Janojee Bhonsla, was adopted, 
according to Hmdoo custom and law. He was chosen as a son, 
and as an adopted son officiated at the funer"l pite. . Our mean­
ness was still tiirtJ1er exhibited. On the plea that t~e Rajah's 
jewels and heirloot\Jswere Crown property, they were publicly sold, 
and the money thus obtained was ust>d to help pension off the 
four wives of the prince. 

MR. DICKENSON'S REIlUKE.-Of these actions, Mr. John 
Dickemon said: "It W1S as much an act of robbt!ry for us to 
appropriate the principalIties of Sattara, Colaba, and Mandavie, 
in defiance of all the heirs, as ii' would be for thE' Lord Chancellor 
to pocket a legacy, because 1t was litigated in his court. We are 
improving upon a precedent set by Caltgula in our v:olatiol\ of 
the right of adoption. Whcn Caligula was invited to a nuptial 
feast, he carried away his friend's wife. When 'the British 
Resident ig invited to the death-bed of a native pri~1ce, he turns 
his friend s widow and orphall5 out of doors, and confiscates their 
inheritance. 

JHANSI ANNExED.-G:n the same year, Jhansi suffered the &arne 
fate as Nagpole. It was a vcry similar case. Here tragic rebults 
followed. The Ranee, in her opinion, was badly treated by the 
British Raj. She had to pay her deceased lr.usbaryi's debts out 
of her palace allowances. In the ncar days of the Indiar. 
Mutiny, she flung herself into thel<campaign, and the Indian 
Boadicea, as she has been called, fell fighting at the head of her 
troop~, after giving SIr Hugh Rose more trouble than lUost of t:le 
Indian leaders. 

OUDE.-<.Jn the days of the Wellesley Administration, the Nawab 
of Oude agreed to develop a system of government which should 
,ensure security to life and property. He was also to be guided 
(In his'government lay the resident officials of the Company. No 
one sv~ested that the Nawab was' unfaithful to th~Briti~, but 
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continual complainte were ~ade • about his mi~overnment: 
Many English people talked about the miseries of Oude, and yet 
disinterested p~ple found a well-cultivated country, and a COtt­
tented people. It was here that a very large number of our 
::;epoys were fl(,cruited. The Sepoy, senelally an owner of land or 
connected wi~h landowners, took up the soldier's life, and having 
returned to his own country, often to his own property, et,joyed 
his pensioti:- During the Dalhousie reign, two succe'>sive • Residents,)at'Lucknow had urged reform, but had expressed 

• perfect confidence in the willingness of the Iddian authorities at 
Lucknow. In 1849, Sir W. Sleeman forwarded a plan for a Board 
of Regency. He pledged his reputation for the success of the 
experiment, if he had an additional assistant and three clerks. 
Dalhousie ~anted no reform. He believed in anntxation. With 
an appeal to God, therefore, he, in the la~t }ear of his office, 
ordered General Outram to take the Administration, on the 
ground" that the British Government \\ould be gUIlty in the 
sigat of God and man, if it were any longer to aid in ~lIstaining, 
by its counten:mce, an Administration fraught with sufferings to 
millions." 1 he natives took the~e pious expressions at their true 
value. Our own hands were unclean. Our Government had not 
been a success; and <;0 our proclaimed anxiety on hehalf of the 
ryots was" received all over India with contempt and derision." 
The annual revenue wa~ £1,000,000. w1 thougllt tn develop it 
to £1,500,000; so the king was <;leposed, and granted a pensiun. 

A SECOND BURMESE WAR.-Apart from annexations within, 
we had annelf~tionso.vithout. A second Burmese War made the 
Empire bigger. It began oVfr a small matter. Two masters of 
English ,hips were prnsecu~Jd in a .Burmese Court by English 
subjects. The masters were fined. They complained to the 
En~lish authorities, {lno claimed demurrage. A squadron was 
st'nt to enforce it. ThenJensued a long and desultory war. But 
more land was taken over; Pegu berame our own. 

MORE SCINDE TERRITORY TAKEN.-Then came a turther little 
war in Scinde. Meer Ali Morad was the ot,ly one of the Ameen 
who remained" faithful to us ... bur own exd~qt1er wa~ lo'w n1 



tliis time. Meer Ali Morad hp.d , good rev4lnlle, and hif, ~ 
were of such 'a character that the Scinde finaqces w{)uld be im­
proved if Ali would but misbehave himself. Abtfat the psycho­
lo~cal moment it was made to appear that he had so done. 
Some men of bad character c},>arged him with forge{Y, and II sub­
stituting in a treaty between his father and the C9mpany the 
names of districts for villages." Nothing could have been 
happier. That the prince Was our ally mattered nothing. He 

" was attacked by a BritIsh force, then tried and found gtyUy; and 
then his country wa~ ~n large measure annexed. Soon after, the 
principal accuser admitted tha~ he had conjured up a false charge, 
inspired as he was by hatred. But British honour does not 
demand the restitution of stolen property, and the territory yet 
remains a part of the Briti&h domain. 

TH}j, CESSION OF BERAR.-'1 he NI~am of JIyderab9.d also had 
a deal with our land-extending Viceroy. The Nizam was in debt 
to us. He was coerced, and Berar was ceded to us 'ly a very 
unwilling monarch. The change of authority brought about maRY 
disturbances. N or, perhaps, was it wonderful. The hoity-toity 
manner adopted by DalhOUSie was calculated to embitter. He 
reminded the Nizam that" our& is a great Government, Ly whuse 
friendship alone" he hac; "so long been sustained, whose resent· 
ment it is dangerous to provoke," and" whose power can crush" 
him" at its will." This"l.anguage on a question of finance I 

I8S6.-And so the days of the Mutiny came upon us. Dal­
housie, with the hand of Death upon him, returned home, and 
handed the Vice-royalty to Canning. U ndeT oST new(-Viceroy the 
Mutiny was assured. Discontent wa~ keen. 

REASONS FOR DISCONTEN'l~-But ,~uses producing dis£ontent 
were many. The" damned niggah" theory was in full swing. 
Mere boys left England to take charge of In<\ian soldifrs. Thly 
possessed no sympathy, and were full of co'htempt fOi the" damned 
niggah." 'F-he Indian trooper resented the impertinence. The 
"greased cartridges" added to the bitter feeling. Hindoo and 
Mussulman alike felt aggrieved. Th~ lard used in the cartridges 
tis mhcieJllike fr!lln the fat of·tIte.pig and the fa~'of the cow. 
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"The ~hammedanchad religi<.!tus s'iruples about pig, fat. To hin 
the pig was unclean. a representation of all that was vile. To the 
Hindoo' the ~,?w was sacred. To let cow flesh touch his lips 
meant loss of caste and an interference with future happin~ss. 
Native repr~entations on such maj.ters had no influence with im­
becile officjaldom. The" damned niggah" had to obey. HIS 

religious ideas didn't count. 
And the 'annexations had played their part. Treaties had been 

violated, Native princes had been dtthroned, d~nied thdr rights, 
treated with contumely, and robbed of thei'r possessions. And 
now, to make bad still worse, un order had been issued to the 
army. Recruits for.the Bengal army were henceforth to serve in 
foreign parts, and when necessary would embark in ships! No 
Brahmin, ho Rajput, can preserve the strict rules of his caste on 
board ship I It was but another violation of the religious scruples 
of the men. And then came the jibes of the friends of the Sepoys. 
Who but the Sepoy, by his faithful service, had won India for the 
Company? And for what? The best of them could only hope 
for subordinate positions in the army. Then they compared tlr'eir 
positions under the Company, and the positions they might hold 
under native rule. The comparisons f.lvoured the native prince. 
They saw English officers come over, remain for a few years, go 
home with their pile. They saw the country being bled, growing 
poorer and more weary. They saw freslt ofhcels coming over to 
repeat the same exactions ang offer the same insolence. They 
saw, they felt these things, and they rose in mutiny. 

VICTORY, AND ,REvENGE.-The conspiracy was probably OT­

ganised but badly. Throughout India generally there wa!l !lym­
pathYj For two years tl f struggle went on. The luck was on 
the side of the British, but India was well-nigh lost for ever to the 
British power. And then came wild revenge. The Indian tw,;, 
been charged with ina~acres We, at least, equalled him. After 
the taking of Delhi, a British officer wrote; "Man; will be glad 
tCl learn that women and children are allowed to go unmolested. 
This is a stretch of mercy I shOUld not have been prepared to 
make had )Ira voice in the mitt'er." Here:ll another: 0 All .. be 



Bntille IMia 
---------ee .-

ciW people found within the walls wpen our t.,ops entered were 
bayoneted on fue spot, and tij; number was ccnsiderable, as you 
may suppose, when I tell you that in some hous)"forty 'or fifty 
pers8ns were hiding. These were not mutineers, but residents of 
the city, who trusted to our wel~-known mild rule for ,pardon. I 
am glad to say they were disappointed." And again: "Any 
native is fair game to a British soldier now; he takes him, as the 
representative of the Bengal Sepoy, as a race." Nor--will future 
ages sing the pr~wess of Hodson. The leader of a c~tps of 
irreglllar horse, he captured the Mogul Emperor and his sons. 
An Englishman and a soldier, he has the credit of shooting with 
his own hands his helpless captives, the sons of the Emperor . . 

CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT.-The cost of the Mutiny was 
.£40,000,000, and an annual increase in expenditure of 
'£10,000,000. A cold shiver passed through Britain on account 
of the Mutiny. It was now decided to place India under the 
Crown. The East India Company ceased to be. On the 
1st November, 1858, Canning made proclamation to that effect, 
and henceforth the natives were to be on equal footing with 
Englishmen. "And it is our further will that, so far as rna>' be, 
our subjects, of whatever race or creed, be freely and Impartially 
admitted to offices in our ~ervjce, the duties of which they may 
be qualified by their education, ability, and integrity duly to dIS­
charge." It would be toJ'much to say that this has ever been 
faithfully carried out. Nine month~ later, peace was proclaimed 
throughoLt India. In the following year, Canning journeyed 
throughout Northern India, and guaranteed th6: nativ~ princes 
the right of adoption. In a letter to Hflkar, 5th January, 1860, 
Canning wrote: "If, unhappily, it shotl'd be denied to YO)l to 
bequeath these to an heir of your body, the adOption of your 
,l-{'ghness of a successor, according to former usage. will be 
recognised and respected." In a State pt.per, Lord Canning 
throws on onGl· side the doctrine of Lapse, and, lUdeen, affects 
n.ot to know 01 the Paramount Power having withheld its assent 
to ~n adoption. .. I believe that there is no example of any 
Hin,~oo ~ate, whetherdn Rajputana or elsewhere, Japiillg to the 
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Paramount Power,-by reasontof tlfat POVier withh~ding its assent 
to an adopti~." It was strange t~t Lord Canning had not heard 
of Nagpore. ~erhaps it was whitewashing his predecessor! -But 
the doctrine of Lapse had done its wurk. The denial should have 
come befor~ the days of the Muti~y. 



CHAPTER VII 

AFTER THE MtiTINY. - The political history of IndilJ now 
largely changes in ctMracter. Almost the whole of Incaia had 
been grasped. A war in 1864 gave us the Bhutan Dhars. In 
1885, King Theebaw's difficulties gave us an opportunity of 
annexing the whole of nurma. Residents in British Burma 
sent home highly-coloured and widely exaggerated t views of 
Theeuaw's savagery. The tales had weight. Bu·ma was 
attacked and annexed. In 1891, Manipur was annexed. 

FRONTIER POLICY.-But the chief cxcitement in India since 
1878 has always been through" frontIer policy." And this :urgely 
deals with Afghanistan Just previous to the Indian Mutiny, we 
were at war with Persia. Dost Mahomed, the Afghan A raee r, 
made a treaty with us, whereby he should receive £10,000 per 
month for m:litary purposes a~ long as the war lasted. Then 
came the Mutiny, and the Ameer was urged to attack us. 
He remained perfectly t~onourable to every pledge. Family 
feuds followed Dost's death, but in 1868, Shere Ali, his son, suc­
ceeded him. Now came continual' insinuations. Lord Lawrence 
urged Sir Stafford N orthcote to note the aggressiveness of Russia. 
Sir Stafford, an eminently sensible Conservative, saw'no reason 
for any suspicion or alarm. Still. p~ople would only be happy 
if they were alarmed. So LoKI May8lgave Shere Ali peo':niary 
assistance, and a large quantity of arms. Then carne a friendly 
re.:ognition of frontier bounds, the thrpe :'Ountries-Britain, 
Russia, and Afghanistan-agreeing. 

THE QUESTION OF THE RESIDENT.-During all this time we 
'had quite recognised that the Afghall6 would, under no circum­
s~ncesthave a Resident at thei~ SOlltt, dictating Jh~ir policy. 
But in 187 ~ our Gc-vernment made a "ew demand. Tile Afghans 

82 



iJrltish India 

must have one at tandaharlknd 'hnother at Heraf. Lord North-
~ 

brook,. the Vil'eroy of India, tried 'to dissuade the Government. 
He was agaj~ instructet:l that the policy was necessary. .{.,ord 
Northbrook replied that the objt:ctions of the Afghans to receiving 
a Residen~did not arise from di~loyalty. The next Viceroy was 
Lord Lytton. He at once moved with the G()vernment, and 
imisted. upon the Afghans falling in with our views. The 
Afgh~ Prime Minister pleaded, and pointed oat the result. His 
eJ.rnes~ess was of no avail. We immedilfteJy ceased having com­
munications with Shere Ali, and occupied the Bolam Pass. We 
simply drove Shere Ali into the arms of Russia. In I87~, a 
Russian envoy went to Calm!. It wa~ not a Russian Resident, 
but an eQvoy. The presence of a Russian envoy was too much, 
so we went to war. 

MR. GLADSTONE PROa.STs.-Spe.:tking at Greenwich on 30th 
November, 1878, Mr. Gladstone thus protested against the war: 
"It is written in the eternal laws of the Universe of God that sin 
~ 

shall be followed by surfering. An unjust war is a tremendous 
sin. The question you have to consider is whether this war is 
jm:t or unjust. So far as I am able to collect the evidence, it is 
unju,>t. rt fills me with the greatest alarm lest it should be 
proved to he grobsl~ and totally unjt'tt. If so, we should come 
under the stroke of Ihe everlasting Ja" .. that buffering shall follow 
sin j and the day will arrive-come it ~oon or come it late-when 
the people of England will 'di~cover that national injustice is 
the surest road t~ national downfall." 

BEACON·SFIELD'S 'fRICK.-Thc enemy wisely avoided general 
actions. Cholera and typhdid played havoc with our army, and 
our transport difficultie~increast!ld daily. Within five weeks of 
,our entering Candahar, we had made overtures for peace. But 
the papers prese~ed ti0 Parliament made it seem as if overtures' 
came from Yakoob Khan. Then Lord Beaconsfiel~, on the 13th 
February, 1879, siid in Parlit:.ment: "H.M.'s· Government 
has the satisfaction of feoong that the object of their interferencJ 
in that cvtry has been colJpletely acco~Jished. W6are ~ow 
in I>.0sseSjon of the three ~eat highways whi.tt conne.;:t Ifghanis-
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ta~ with India,e. . . and I hopt tw. this cow~ry will remain in 
possession of those three peat lUghllJays. We have ~«JIrtd the object 
for '1t!lzich the expedition 1f1aS undertaken. We hale secured that 
ir()ntier which will, I hope, render our Empire invulnerable." 

And yet at that moment we-Were n~~tiating a trelty whereby 
we were to evacuate nearly the whole of ~fghanistan, ke'eping only 
the districts of Kuram, Pishin, and Sibi. And "e were.to pay the 
Ameer six lacs ofrrupees per year. We were thetefore givj1g up 
at once, two of the, itHee boasted highways, and deli!erately 
leaving in our rear the scientific frontier, which made us 
invulnerable. One thing we attained-the Amen agreed to the 
Resident. 

THE ENVOY CLAUSE.-It wa5 perfectly clear that any.,Resident 
would be t;xposed to danger. Shere Ali made it cltar that he 
could not guarantee the safety of British officers in Cabul. Our 
army, in 1842, committed such outrages that deep hatred had gone 
into the very soul of thl] Afghans. Thm spoke Lieutenant-Colonel 
Osborne: "The Government dared not face the country, withe 
nothing to show as the fruits of a wicked and unrighteous war 
except a miser.tble and tr.lOsparent imposition, such as the 
'Scientific frontier.''' 

Shere Ali had in the mc,;~ntime died. Yakoob Khan had suc­
ceeded. Sir Louis Cava:~,nari took up his posItion in Cal.ml as 
Resident. In six weeks' time he was assassinated. Thereupo'l 
another expedition followed. Sir Frederick Roberts had the felicity 
of conducting the war in a way which to many seemed strangely 
out of harmony with his devotion to evangelical"ChristIanity. A 
gentleman named Chamberlain protested at the time. But the 
campaign was a failure. Yakc.ab Khl~, it is true, was cap/tired 
and sent to India. An English army abandoned its guns, and 
sought safety at Sherpur. While this was gqing :.n, telegrams sent 
home annoul1fed our complete triumph. Soon after we exposed 
ourselves to a: terrific sllub. A message was sent to Abdurrhaman, 
c~andson of Dost Mahomed. W e proposed~ that he should be 
Ari?~er. (',ave the fri~ndship of tht British Gove~ment, and 
surrend~r Cl.ndahal1 and Herat. Ab,'urrhaman took~f{o notice. 
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. 
Thereupon we S~Dt an ultiflatutn, only to havc40r reply thafhe 
declined ne~otiating on the subject, a~d that he intended ruling 
over the wha.e of Afghanistan . . 

NEW TERMs.-Then nt;!ws came that our Southern army was 
completel, defeated at~aiwan~. We had, therefore, to come 
to terms: We acknowledged Ahdurrhaman a~ Ameer over the 
whole o' Afghamstan. We agreed to pay him a handsome 
allo"lnce; to leave behind us thirty of our gUlls; to leave intact 
the m~itary works we had put up at Ca!JU~ ; to refund the value 
of the treasure we had seized in the city; to give up the idea of in­
~icting a fine on the Afghanl> for the murder of our Representative; 
and to give up the idea of any officprs taking up such positions as 
Residents in nis kingdom. 

SIR FREDERICK. ROBE.RTS WRITEs.~Sir Frecler~ck Roberts, 
having hanged and hanged, and not having got all that was hoped 
for by his hanging, wrote from Cabul this remarkable statement: 
'~We have nothing to fcar from Afghani~t.:m, and the best thing 
to do is to leave it a~ much a~ pos'ilble to it<;df It may not be 
flattering to our amour propre, but I feel '>ure that I am right 
when I say that the le<;s the Afghans see of us, the le~s will they 
dislike us. Shoutd Russia in future years attempt to conquer 
Afghani ~ta/l or invade India throug~t, we should have a better 
chance of attaching the Afghans to car interests if we avoid all 
interference with them in the meantime. " Rut Slr Frederick 
Roberts was made Lord Rob~rt 'l of Candahar. It was l1e r essary 
tbat the countr. should believe we had been quite victorious. So 
it accept~d the statement'l, little dreaming that a very serious 
blow had been infhcted ~IJOn our prestige and upon our Imperial 
pos~ion. So our defea~ armyereturned, and India had to face 
an expense of £ zo,ooO,ooo. 

CHITRAL.-Stfll t~ frontier policy was not settled. We soon 
declared the frontier tribe.s "to be within .Qur influe.n~e." Fortifie~ 
positions along th,. frontiers were occu?lcd by Brtt~h ~rooPs:;ifan 
the tribe,> the predecessors of the temtory, were conSidered 0 I , . . 
in the s~lest degree. ottr past with these people ha,bee dIS-
hoooura11re. In 1876. t~ Chief of Chitr~J,was frit!l1dw with the 
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M~ajah of Otshmere, and wi!bedtto be umfer his suzerainty. 
As the Maharajah recognisea our headship. the idea ef the 
Chie. was encouraged. Later on, in 1889, we ~ouraged his 
acquaintance, and gave him a subsidy. ChitTal suspicions, 
however, were raised by our c~ntinual anxiety to ~ke roads 
in the country. These operations were therefore postponed. 
In 1892 this ruler died, and family feuds followed. Our 
nominee seemed t6 be the object of much su'>piclOn on aSllount 
of the feeling the pe»I>Ie had towards us. Our represe~tative, 
Sir. G. Robertson, was sent to Chitral. In his account of the 
expedition, he clearly shows that the people feared lnd suspected 
annexation on our part. In 1895 the ruler was assassinated, and 
Robertson was besieged. 

GOVERNM}'NTAL DUPLICITY.-The relieving force had to pass 
through a country, mountamous 3'1d difficult. To relieve the 
fears of the inhabitants, the Government issued a proclamation 
declaring that they had no intention of permanently occufYing 
the territory through which they had to pass, or of interfering 
with the independence of the tnbes. The campaign was sho,.t, 
sharp, and successful. Thereupon the Indian GovernmE.nt 
urged the making of roads from the frontier to Cbitral. The 
Horne Government refuser' sanction to suth a breach of faith, 
and forbade the policy. i.1 a. few days a change of Government 
brought another party into power. Hereupon the new Govern­
ment telegraphed instructions to the Indian Government to 
carry out the new policy, and so to perpetrate a theft. Lord 
Lytton protested against the move, but to no effe~t. Thereupon 
the Afridis, who from 1881 had faithftIlll kept the Khyber Pass 
for us, joined the other tribes .• War ~.lsucd. Our guns tieat 
the hillmen, but their bravery was worthy of their cause. 
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AND for. ,!"hat good results have these many pieces of treacher~', 
foun~n Indian history, been perpetrated? ~imply that India 
should be enslaved. It is dIfficult foreap ordinary person to 
understand the IndIan posllion. A few hints may help jn 
sl\owing something of the gl eat Dependency. 

THE GOVERNMEN rs.-( I) Then; are five provincial Govern­
ments. ;I'hese Govel!1ments work undf'r the Viceroy and his 
CounCIl. The Viceroy, in turn, is subservient to thi! Secretary 
of State for India. These Government~ mean the maintenance 
of a large body of well-paid Engli5h officials. And as India is 
}OO hot for aristocrats to live in for many )eaIS, a considerateness 
on the part of English cllstom permits the Viceroy to remain in 
office for five years. He then reCCl\'CS a pnncely pemion, and 
returns home. The same thing applIes to the Governor of the 
provinces. 

THE CIVIL SERVICE.-(2) There IS\ltC Civil Slrvice, made up 
of covenanted and uncovenanted servatls. The former class are 
those of influence-the &on~ of Engli,h gentlemen who get 
positions of ease at the expense of the natives. There are Ilearly 
1,000 of these [}entlemen. In the juni()r branches, pay ranges 
from £40~ to £1,200 per annum. In the senior branches, the 
rates vary from £2,4°0 to '£3,000 per year. Special appoint­
menta recei\e from £3,~0 to i:IO,OOO per year; and of the 
IIlppointments, 10 pet cent. are special. After twenty-one years of 
such pay, the cc»<enlJllted servant returns home on a capital 
pension. If he has not served his hll term, he ~as a smaller 
allowance. 

The uncovenanted servant is not b() well paid; but his pay)) 
not il1ad~te, and the pe~sions come t~ a .. very corM.der41e 
sum. 
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'WHITE SUPFItIOtITV?-(3) 1ihe %itisher, as\le has secured the 
country;·has usurped soctal sut>eriority. This is seen in tile Law 
Cou~. For serious matters, Eutopean British suQiects must be 
tried in the High Court. 

The law of vagrancy makes ~ difference between th. European 
and the.lndian. Any European wandering about in destitution 
is regarded as a disgrace. The Indian regards it as a, religous 
duty to look after. his poor. He is therefore not consi"de:;d by 
the State. Such consid,eration is only given in the case ~ such 
things as famines. But with a destitute white man, the State 
n~s food and shelter; tries to find him employment, and failing 
in this, deports him, to such place as he proposes, out of the 
country. So the fiction of white superiority IS m'lintained. 
And in all this, the Native pays. 

Then in" India there are educated natives who could do 
Government work. Of course, they must not displace the white 
gentlemen who have pL1CCS! Mr. Mackenzie says: "It is feared 
the presence of a large body of intelligent, well-educated; 
unemployed and needy men, widely scattered through the 
country, must carry with it some elements of possible mischief. 
In connection with this, the necessity for stringent mea\'1.Jre~ to 
repress the growing aud~f.ity and license of writers in the 
vernacular newspapers, :/.i. shown by the introduction by tht: 
Government of the 'Vernacular Press Act,' is of considerable 
significance." Crowing audacity, in'deed! This of educated men, 
writing concerning the wants and government of their own 
country! Rut the Indian is a Helot. 

The same fact comes out in the form' of government. It is not 
constitutional. Thus the India<1 has nf<vote. We sometim.rs go 
to war for votes, but not for voters in India. Nor has the Indian free 
speech. Not the semblance of it! Politi<l-l ~etings cannot be 
held as the Indian may choose. These things come about by 
reason of thefsupposed superiority of the European to the Indian. 
'- THE ARMY.-(4) The Indian army of 180,~00 men is an item 
ohidiclf'ous expense, and part o{ ale &ystem. Tht,.!lrmy has 
pec~lhartt.ies ... There...~e 60,000 white!\< who belong t8.C(he army 
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of Great Britain. 'They cani>e sJnt anywheft, loo.t the whole! or' 
the elCopense attached-pay, transpdrt to1:ndia, and transport home 
-has to be ~t by the Indian Exchequer. The taxpayer of Sndia, 
therefore, relieves the BrItish taxpayer of one-third the cost of the 
British arr.ay. And the cost of ihese men is much larger than 
would be'the case if the same number of men enlisted for, a long 
number, Qf years, and for local service only. This was the method 
und" the East India Company. But WhCll Imperial troops 
were ~ed, or they were shifted by rcason of war, or by reason of 
shorter service, the expenses, of necessity, [ncreased. And to-day 
India bears this .burden. Thp- very reform which gave us sho~r 
service and an army re5crve wa~, by reason of shorter service in 
India, :t meam of additional transpurt work. Besides, • the 
Scientific Frontier Scheme, revived in 1885, has r.ontinually thrust 
the military expenses in an upward direction. In i!;84-85, thl 
expense~ were ahout 25 per cent. le&s than in 1891-92. The 
Finance Mmister further said that expenses would likely increase, 
and ~hat it would not be pO!:>biblc to fix any limit to such 
increase. 

The unfairness of the whole thing 15 seen, too, in charging 
India w:tn her share in foreign wars. Where her troops are em­
ployeu, it is to gratify Englibh amLiti~. Natives have been used 
in China, in Egypt, and ulJon various vxpeditions. The burden 
is put upon the Indian taxpayer for all thi~. The Mutiny was the 
result of our stupendous folly; but the expenses were cl.ar~ed to 
India. The Af§han War was a crime. The expenses were borne 
by India~' Every war that can in any way touch the Indian 
question is made a means of increasing Indian taxation. In 
~hoI\;" what expense can ~ put lIpon India is so put. The Indian 

, has no voice in the matter. If the Vernacular Press were to 
criticise, the nati..e j:;prnalists would be sent to jail. But over 
here no one speaks, and no one cares. 

The expense of kPe Indian army is £1 9,000,000 ~er year. In 
the m'aintenance or this force} the r:~glish m.a:ket is largelY::£" oyJ! 
sidered. f,JIl-rge sums are arihijally palO to ,BTI;,J,Sh man~ct rs. 
Heavy otObance. shot, sh.,.il.,and small ar~soare ser:t f!jln ng· 
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1ana. If a pre!en{oi" small artfts w.-e made't" at hiatic poten­
tate, English manufactur~rs would supply the goods, and'India 
woul't- pay the bill. The system is a huge drain t~the country; 
indeed, of all the countries in the world, India is probably the 
only one that maintains an army in order largely to k~ep foreign 
manufao"urers going, and to so help the process of bleeaing itself 
to death. . , 

RxvENuE.-(s)'The revenue i~ largely rai~ed from th~land. 
The Government of InEiia, so largely developed by Cap'ttalists, 
p~~ents a strange example of how the land ha~ been utilised. 
EWe Land Nationali,ation is regarded by many as a <'rime. And 
yet 'the same clas~ that fights again5t it here carries it out to such 
a r~ientless degree in a depe'ldent country that the re\ll:nue, in 
being squee;;ed therefrom, brings untold misery upon the cultivator. 
So heavy is the revenue paid, that the cultivator IS unable to get 
modern implements of hU5bandry, nay, even unable to put by a 
store of grain for a rainy day. His grasping landlord-in this, 
case a foreign state-take, all he ha5. Hence increa,ing poverty, 
which means incrca'ling famines. Famines occur now WIth 
greater frequency than of old, and this in spite of greater [Iledl 5 

of transit. But Nature i, ab kind as she ever was. The sun 5tH! 
shint>s. The clouds yet qy~il into ram. Alao, the misery arises 
from the bleeding! Ind~ grows more and more anrcmic. The 
ryot is more and more unable to p.,urchase seed; he gets more 
and more into difficulty with the money-lender. As if to show the 
weakness of the system, the rates of percentage for revenue differ 
in the various Presidencies. This seems, in th~ effec1s seen, to 
show that there is a limit beyond which the demanding of revenue 
sinks the ryot into the very grou~'1d. W!.he the percentage!i'are 
lowest, the ryot is easiest in his circumstances. Where the hic;hest 
(, 

percentages obtain, the case of the ryot t atf'tbp. worst. In 
Bengal, the IIj./)st headly-taxed province, the positIOn of the rvot 
;q desperate. t 

{.oRD MAYO'S VIE-w.-These are things that constitut~ the 
polij~cal 6ngers. • LOId Mayo poi<!l~d them out in ~~O. He 
p?inted t It (l~OW a .j~ficit of six n(ll~.:ms had occurr~ in the 
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previDus three yelD's, and th, per61anent deb~ tile same perfod' 
had grown by six and a half minions-; how the burdebs of the 
people had hlen increased, ane the public works had b!!e-'sus­
pended, and how the feehng of dIscontent existed amollgst~ll 
classes by'leason of the increase 'bf taxatiOll, :lnd how that feeltbg 
constitutea a political danger of the first magnitude. 

NATljtNAL DEBT.-(6) Poor as India is, we have built up for 
her ar/;lig-National Debt. In 1882 it amounteato £r56,ooo,QOo. 
It is t~e that against this sum the as,et<; are considerable. There 
are tqe State Railways. But of these, tw~ thmg~ may be So~ 
sidered. They arc Capitah&t t.nterpriscs, and hence they ll(e 

" guaranteed." If they earn nothing, the Engli~h Capitahll! is 
safe. Tilen the shareholders are forcl~n, and that, In¥anc; that 
the advantages which the RaJlway~ bring, in great measltre, pis~ 
app'Jar. Their earnings go to another country. In z882, '01" 
64,321 holders of IndIan Railway "hares, only 317 were. natives. 
The figures are fearfully ~ug~c'itivc, and masmuch as the State­
'aided,,Railways are not all paying, they do nol mean the advantage 
to the country or the prosplrllyof India that m:ll1yauthorities 
seek to prove. 

BLEEDING. - It has been said that India is drained of 
£30,000,000 per year. Figures sue" as the<;e baffle the under­
standmg. Hut how IndIa suffers rna} )bc hetter understood by 
considering smaller figures. In Indi::! the natIve Jivc~ on ltd. 

I . • • 
per day. Here we may put 'down an ordtnary man as hvmg ot! 
5s. per day. We complam about our pensions, and the burdens 
they brirlg; bui at least the pensions are spent in our midst. 
Here a man having a pension of £1,000 ptr year takes the wages 
of t:)irteen working me'~i but tire money goes back in very great 

. measure to the workmg men. The pensioner, by his wants, 
helps to make t >ade jlnd to provide employment. But when a!,J 
pensioner takes £ I ~QOO per year from India, he takes the wages 
of 529 families. 1l!d the money never goes back :ttl any way to 
those familIes. It is a pure loss t(J the community. WhW/ 
millions a~ millions per }'eRr f1re so lost, what jtl1ust the"lIoss-6 a 



poor country Uge'tlndia l?e? • But L~rd Salisbury has said India 
must be bled! For how long? 

• • h' "'f b BklTISH APATHV.-But as t mgs are, we pas~ tom ad to 
w~~. Poverty becomes more keen. The apathy of our own 
people, the seeming satisfactio"n of British politiciari'~ notwith­
standing, we near a catastrophe. We near the catastrophe, knd 
yet remain apathetic and indifferent. Of the various·, fl>rms of 
imQ)orahty, the clost contemptible ir; indifference .. Thei in of 
omission is frequently, nfore dangerour; than that of commission. 
IvrP' alas! in this we have not merely Indian sorrow, but 
'BrItish danger. No empire can remain secure unless its 
fouiltlations are firmly set, lixed In the moral law. Bayonets 
and' blus.':er bunkum and hrag, OVE'rturn nationalitie9' in the 
long r~n. Ssientlfic frontiers are of less value to an empire 
". fj'! 
than happy home~. Mercenary armies :tre les; prott-ction than 
national gratItude. And yet who Vrould care suggest that 
England c'hn claIm gratitude [rom Indul? Wh:t Ind1an does nat 

know that an Englishman rules, at once a domineenng foroogner 
and a money-making adventurer? 

WHAT IS IT 10 BE ?-Of two things, one must surely happen. 
If we leave thmgs, With an indifference that is hateful and im­
moral, the Indian will ol1[L,day learn the need of Indian unity. 
Then the foreigner wlll"iJe expelled. If thiS I~ not to be, and 
India is to remam a part of, and t\ strength to, the Empire, we 
must treat 1 ndia fa"irly. Indian qJcstions must be honourably 
considered by British statesmen and by Bnti'l~ pe0.u\e. The 
process of bleedmg must be stayed. Jndlan cxpenseo must be 
reduced. Educated Indians must hav11,the posts now held by 
Europeans. Money must not l>c take!>. out of the country:is it 
,Slow 1S; It must~b; held in Indian hands, and spent at home. 
Home manufactures must be developed. .,Tht government of 
the country ~'ust be confided to Indian hands. Then Indian 
~P!Jiness and'Indian prosperity Will evoke l'~ iiai'li gratitudtl and 
Thr~~ will .... be a strength a~d a joy to the Fmpj~. 


