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IuuD.ediately on hearing of the outbreak at Mooltan, 
and even before the distressing news had arrived of two 
English officers having been murdered by the mutinous 
soldiery, the R.esident assnmed that tone and attitude 
towards his colleagues in the Council of Regency, which 
seem to have suggested and fomented Lord Dalhousie1s 
retro8pective demands. "The Sikh Government" must 
act for themselves," unaided by BritiRh troops. If it 
shuuld he necesAAr.Y to moye a British soldier, the affair 
will he a. serious on~ for the Dl.ll'bar."· There was no 
", 'ikh Govel'llUleut," apart from the Resident, who was at 
tIle head of the PIU1jaub admiuistration with "unlimited 
jlcrwers." The Dur'bar could only" act lmder the control 
nnd gnidance uf the Residellt."t Tbe British troops were 
sta.tioned, under treaty, in the Punjaub, and subsidised 
fi'( 11)) its reVell11eS, expressly to afford that aid in preserv­
ing the peace of the c(}\mtry which the Resident refused 
tu afford. He aid aBC,rd it at la."lT, but only after a 10nO' 
cIt'by, <md thell, HIS he avowed, from a regard to British 
illtel'ests,:t: and '.vitll a mt'na~e of that penalty of extinction 
which was ultimately inrlicted, against the protected 
dvnastyand State . 

. Botl; the delay and the menace mainly contributed to 
kindle the general <:0 nflagrat i on. How fuel was added to 
tile flame by severalmea.surc::> i~)r which the British autho­
I'itief> were solely retiponsible, we l1a,ve already seen.§ 

We have qnot~d tllE' Ilesident's refusal to send a British 
force to Mooltan," whatever may be the consequences of 
the state of things which will follow to the cOlltinuance 
of the Sikh Government." II III the same dispatch he writes 
to Lord Dalhousie as follows:-

"Your LOl'dshi p will, I fear, have to consider how far it is in­
cumbent upon us, how far it is possible for us, to maintain an 
cngn.gement with a Government) which, in the per'ons of its Chiefs, 
its soldiers, and its people) repa.ys our endeavours for its main­
tellRUCe by l)erfidy and outrage, and is pm e1'1e$s to afford us 
redress. 

HDoubtless we have reduced it to its stat of weakness, but we 
are not l'esponsiblEl for its troochory and violation of trust.'J, 

... Ante, p. 139. t Al~(", pp. 99, 100 : Pape1'8, Punjffltli, 1S49, p. 141. 
§ Ante, pp. 10' til 1:10. II .:intI, p. 189. 'Paper;, P14njaw!J, 1849, p. 14(). 
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At this time no "Chiefs," except the Dewan Mooll'o,j of 
Mooltan, had committed any offence; no "soldiers," except 
those at Mooltan, had taken part in any perfidy or outrage; 
and "the people" had not movcel in the matter at all. 

DeW8Jl Moolraj was not a, Sikh: he and his £1.ther had 
governed Mooltan for thirty years, with nlmost indepen­
den. t sway; they lwd forti:tit~d the city with the, car~~~ 
diRguised object ()f holding their own against the S' 
Govemment. whose p<Hver they had repeatedly defied,­
once during tlw British occupation of Lahore, before the 
transfer of authority to the Resident.- In April, 1847, 
the Resident, Si.r Henry Lawrence, sent one of his As-
8i tanto to Mooitan, and make the folJowing remarks on 
the 8ul{ject in a despatch to the Gm~ernor-Gen(,l'al:­
"Lieutenant Nicholsun has returned from Mooltan, aIld, 
on the whole, gjve~ a favourahle report. of DeWall Moolrnj. 
He hUB. endently. Leen in the practice of acting a . if he 
were the Sovereign of the eonntry, and 'was, in the first 
instance, inclined til resent Lie1.ltellallt ~jcholson's visit."t 

If Moolraj , tberef()]'e, reLelled agaill, it v,:as nothing to 
be sw-prised at,-nothiuf,t but what ougllt to have been, 
and must hale been, c(lH'tf>mplated and prepared for, 'i\'hen 
we assumed the admilllRtration of t1Je PlUljauh. Yet the 
Resident speaks of this oecunence as somethjng prodigious 
and unheard of; arJd deuounctf; the Sikh Qovemment,­
o er which he was presidillg, witb unlimited powers,-as 
guilty of" perfidy and outrage, in the perRons " of the re­
fractory Y~saL 'and turhuJent soldiery, whom the Burbar, 
by imploring Bli.tish assistanoe, had conlessed themselves 
unable to coerce. 

This inability,.also, is m3Jle a charge against th Dur­
bar tJy the Resident, and a pretext for no longer main­
taining our enga~ement with it; although its inability to 
control the ChiefS and the army, WM the main cau e of 
that engagement being made. I t is " powerless," he com­
plain, "to afford us redress." He adds :-" Doubtless 
\'8 ha e reduced it to its state of weaknesR." The Go­

vernment of the Punjaub was not powerless; but all its 
power was concentrH,ted in the hand/,; of the British Re-

Pupal, Pun)u",lr, lK,t9, p. 1]7. 
• 

t Ibid .• p. 5 . 
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sident. Its power mainly consisted jn the BritishtroopiJ, 
subsidised froro the revenues of the country, which the 
Itesident hesitated to employ. Without the aid of the 
British troops, to which it was entitled bv treaty, it was, 
of course, in "a. state of weakness," and to that state of 
weakness, as the Itesident admits, we had depressed it. 
The very fact of the British occupation and transfer of 
power to the Hesident., tended to destroy the personal 
influence of the Sirda,rR. Both the physical and moral 
f~Jrc(~ "at the .disposal of the Durbar, apart from the nesi~ 
d(~nt'fl support, was greatly diminished. 

TJle scheme for the reduction alld reorfranisation of the 
al1ny seems to have been rnOf'lt jl\cUCiow'l.--iJlOUgh, perhapH, 
the mOrE' 'weeping' wea.-nm: pror,oRcd lJY Itajah Tej Sing 
w(lnld have been safer alld mure effectuaL "'-<tnd it appears 
to llf\.\'e lJcen CI\,flit:~d out with gl'eat consideration, and 
,,·ith luan)' colluteryailing adyantugeR for the humbler and 
les:.;; ambitious soldier', cspe(;ially fur ~hose who were not 
1-'iklls. But it "as a moat clitical aDd delicate operation, 
,mel it wa~ emphHtiea]J.\ 'III)' work. 

By the lUlwuited authority entrusted to the Resident, 
the 11lunericn.1 stre116rth ofthe'~ikh army had been lowered, 
11l1i..il ('very to"\\'1.1 and village was tilled with the disbanded 
and diseontented brethren of thoRe '\.,,10 were still retained 
in the mnks, whose disafll'ction was at the same time en­
hanced by a stricter diseipline, cmi.ailed privileges, aIld 
tll(' dow11fall of their politieal and religious pl'eponderance. 

It could fiot be expected,-we have seen that it was Dot 
expected hy Lord Hardinge and Sii· Henry La"\\Tence,­
tlwt this transition stage would be passed througll in per­
fect tranquillity. Yet the Hesident declaims against '·the 
l)erfidYal.ld ()utl'a,re,"-"treachery and violation of tl'tlSt," 
--" spoliation and crime, "t ---committed at Mooltan) as 
lmprecedeuted and uuimaginable, and imputes it all to 
the Sikh Government, Hin the persons" of the umtinous 
soldiery, wIll,), dming six yeru:s had domineered ov1' all 
authority, who IHtd mm-dered three Prime M.iniSters and: 
severnlPl'hlCel>J und whose subjection was the special task 
wo had'll cnga.god to perform. 

t P((pef'. 1'1I1l,jault, 1, 4!l, p. H l. 
l. 
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-
1,Ve kDew what we weI' n-l,out when we assl.lmcd the 

Guardio.nship of a. Prince whose dominions hod' uffered 
from six years of anarchy. \Ve undertook the obligatiOlis 
of suppres..<;ing military mutiny and civil war,-"of prc­
serving the peace of the COtUltry," with British troops an b­
sidised for the FlU·PO"C. Furthermore, we obtained by the 
Trea.tv unlimited milit."I.TV powers throughout the Punjaub, 
-the' right of bolding all the , trong places and f'o<;itioDS, 
the right of disbanding and enlisting troops. It may 
ha,c been hoped, but it can ne,er ha -e been expected, 
that. ey rytbillg 'would go on smoothly, that our troops 
would ne,er be actively ' emp]oyed,-that IlllllC of those 
scelles of violence and bloodshed, which had compelleel 
the Durbar to entreat our aid, would J't~cur dm-jllg- the 
.British occupation. For the ternl of our Guardi!lll:>hip, 
-the minority of Dhuleep Sing.--we delnCltldeel fnll 
powers, we acceptl~d full re':ipou-;ibilit:v. 

Lord Dalhon . .;:ie admit::; hi:-; tlill re..,ponsil,ility. :1.-- the 
Guardian of British interestf'<, f~]r the inordinate lJIilibl.rv 
delays which tiwelled the ~fo()1tan rehellioll illtu a \.\'l!~, 
but does not seem t.c) feel allY rE'8ponsjhilit~- at all, a~ the 
trustee and admnu:::tra.tor of the Punjauh 8t.'l1e. alld tbe 
Guardian of its n)f~mt }\Iahamjah. "On tl Ie OIle haBel, " 
he writes, "it W3.8 imposHiGle to doubt that, if there exititcd 
in the minds of the people of the PUl~iaub any iuc1illatiell1 
tv riRe n,o-ainst the Britibh p()wer, a delay iu visiting the 
outrage committed at MoolnuJ, and the apparent Un)Jllllity 
of the offender, wouJd give strong encuuragemcnt. to an 
'(Juthreak which might"pl'ead ovcr the whole l'unjauh. 
On the other hand, it wa' eC]lmlly dear that there would 
be serious danger to the hCi!.lth and to the, ," ry exiMtence 
of European troops," if the;r were to carryon "military 
opemtiQl..s in the hot <mel ramy mOIlth8."· 

It might ha,ve occurred to the Go ernor-General and • 
the Commander-in-Cllief that the ]013, ot"t'1ifo among the 
F.'uropean [mel native troop of' our army, and the general 
deBtru<.."tion I)flife and propert.y ill the PUTljuub, would bt, 
much w:ea-rer in the event of a general reb Ilion, than 
cou1cl}J . ihly ])e call. l~d L the march of Ol1e Brinl(l of . . 

• PII/~r~, f!lInja I~t lSlll. p. 11:)6. 
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British troops jn the hot and rainy months. Aild a.<t, it 
might have been anticipated, so it proved. HStrange t~ 
say," wri.tes Mr. J. C. Marshman, "it was found that 
General Whish's troops were more healthy during their 
progress to Mooltan than they had been in cantonments, 
UJld it was manifest that the unsuitableness of the season, 
which was urged as a ground of objection to an early and 
prompt movement, was a mere bugbear. ". 

These were Sir Henry Lawrence's reflections on th 
military plans of 1848 :-~ "We cannot afford in India to 
::,hilly-shlllly and talk of weather and HPa80ns. If we are 
not. ready to take the held at all seasons, we have no 
business here."t • 

On the whole, however, Lord. Dalhousie concludes that 
"it can never now be determined ,>.hethpr the immediate 
cnnnnencement at that time" (the hot Reason) "of the siege 
(If Mooltan wOl.:ud or would not have cLYerted the war. 
Bllt this, at least," he adds, "i" cl'rtain, that if the short 
dl~lay which took place in puniHhing the murder of two 
British officers at MuoJtan, "-a sl10rt delay of nine months It 
--"could produce an unive:r8aJ rieing aJain t us through,.. 
(mt all the Punjauh, the very fact itself betokens tlle ex­
istellce of a deep and 'widespread feeling of hostility aga.inst 
1l~, which could not long have heen repressed."§ 

\Ve shall see that th~ "rit,ing" was by no means' uni­
"\ crsal," and that Lord DeJhousie's denunciations of the 
Sirdurs and the people of the Punjaub were highly e]­
nggerated. 

Lord Dalhousie continues his argument us follows:­
"The worst that can be alleged, therefore. against the 
delay is, that it precipitated the crisis; and opened) ome­
',>,'hat rorlier, to the 'Hills that opportunity for renmval of 
war, which, sooner or later, so bitter a spirit of ho,tility 
must have cratd for it elf. '. 

Major Edward. agrees with Lord Dalhousie on this 
point; he, al 0) thinks the struggle wa. inevit..'1.-ble, sooner 

• m«tory of J1\dia, vol. iii, p. 319. 
t Kay,'a bu/i.m OJ/i,'f'f, (AUt u, 1 .u1). (>1. ii, P , 11£17, ~tl . 
t Mr. "aos Agn~w and Llent nan • mle!":,o!) w, re rnu",l ft'l) 011 the 20th 

April, 1818; thllr.itadelof Mtl()1tan w urrenrl t\'d by ~he l)ewan M.~jQll 
.}l\nuIl.I'Y lh!ml, HUfI. § Pap<r" P tV vb, 1. ,til, p. Ii 7. 

L:" 
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or lat.er. He e TpresRes hi belief, in passu.ges already 
quot.f'd, that "had the MooHan reheHion been put dO\\,~l, 
the Sikh inl:\ulTeetion would never lun-e g1'O'WTl out, of it," 
aud that. with ycry moderate nRsil::1tance from Lahore, he 
could h~ye taken' l\1.oo]tan in June." He indicates as 
plajnlvas is consistent with mode, tf, and a rtecC'ut respect 
for seniors and officiaJ Ruperiors, his' opinion that tllC delay 
was. both in a nwit.aTY and political point of' "jew, an 
error ()f iudgment. But 1)(> sap ... in bis tahle of COlltent.s 
to the Y~)hmle :-"Tlw Author .how~ that it ,,:to,; provi­
dential." In the text bt- ohRen-cH :-" So f~tr <Ii". re;..:-anling 
tLis as matter for regret, I St'l' in it (lnJ~' the strong-est 
example that en'r cam within 111:" O\nl (·xperielltc. of 
hnm:ll1 judgment oven-uIt,d by Pn),id(' lll~C 1~lr good. "t 

The "good:' according to ~L.ior Edwilrd(·s. "'H~ t]lat 
<·the 'whole of the P1.Ul.1<lul) wa~ alJl)('xed to 81'itil-.11 Illdia 
in :March, 1549;" Vd](n>[t8. "if the most tl\'llIlmhle ('ir­
cwnstancE'S had ::O;llC'Gceded, tHHl 011 the 4th of Reptpm l)(;'r, 
1"854.'') (when tlle MahaloajaL t,ht~liDed his lIH~i\)]'ity) "the 
GO\'ernor-General, ill fuHilml'nt !If Treaties p('rlnitted to 
reman1 ill force,"::: had witlJdr'llwn the British tnlnps, awl 
Jl31)(1OO on~r the Prmjauh to it:-l yonthful ~(l\·en·ign, "with 
a revenue improYE·d hy flf:ace. all f'Xdll'quer J\:'I,IC'lli ... hed 
by hone.",ty and ecouolllY, a.nd HIl arlity ilflJlI'Ovt>d 1),\' (lis­
cipline," DO one can bdi('ve "that. tJlC 1't';tC(' of tJll! fnlllticl' 
would ha"\'e lasttd for a Year, or n set'(Jlld ~ikh war have 
been avoided. "§ " 

J cannot enter into the desig'llR (,f Prm'idf:'Il(,{" hut ] 
freely acknowledg tllat Major EdwanJel'! bad mall)' pre­
cedents for hi. aShurupti01J. Every C(,nquest. 1m" heel! 
hailed a providential by the conqueror. "Te ])eUln" is 
snnfJ' by tbe victor for every vjctory. 

J: or do 1 cunsic1er myf'elf rtf, fill bound to enter upon 
the point of inquiry raised hy Lord Dalhousie and Major, 
Edwardcs,-whether the Sikhs in tbe t'cu']y part of' ]'48, 
were so detennined on having a sec'ond stmggle with 
British powet, that our military deJay and errors in 
dealing. witlL tlp . fooltall {)utl'uO'e on]y" preeipitat ~d tllc 

.. Anu-, 1" 141. t A Yt'dt' on the runjalto F1'onti", vol. i4 }'. Hfl. 
: A Ul<A!t eXIlreesit'c formula. 
~ A J'e,!I' 011 tl"" Pl'11j'ltW Front,'", 'Vol. ii, }Jp. 14;;. IMi. 
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crisis," which was inevitable and IDUl:)t have arriv(;d .'. Oller 

or later." . 
A mere guess (r ' Burruise of what mi/l'ht have hap­

pened lmder diflerent circmostances, cannot prove that 
a certain decision was 'wjse, or just. If the annexa ion 
of the Punjanb was an iui(luitou8 proceeding; if its in­
iquity lutR been made manifest, it is no reply to sa.y. either 
that jt waH Providential, or that jt mnst have happened 
H()()ller 0[' later. 

This bl'1lCSS, or surmise, of the inveterate and inextin M 

guisLable hostility of the Sikhs, j , 'by no mea.ns warranted 
L\ tIle history of ou)' previous l'elat]01l8 viTith them, h the 
}';'ogres8 of (,V(,1It8 during the' lUTE'ction, or by OlIT ex-
1H'rienl't-' of other ,'tates and ot ler race. in India. l.TO 

cltlllht there was a turbulent 'pirit abrllad in 1848; there 
"'l're elt~J(lellts of politieal and religiouR fanatici m per­
yading large da.<,st'l~ in the PUl1.irmb, c, pecially the Sikhs 
:-,cJ'\'ing ill the tllJ"Hy. or c('nneeted with the soldiery. '\\~ e 
kut'w aI] this wlwn we un<l~rto\Jl the Guardianship; our 
l')'otrdiYe occnpatioll was invi.ted expreHsly to meet tho '8 
}H'rilR. No J Ollbt tbi, tmbulent aud fanatical spirit be­
l'<tJlil' ho:-.tile to tIle Briti::;h oc:cllpation, and to the party 
(If Nikh Sirdars who co-n]l.'ratt'd with the Re:·:ident, when 
tIle Hew admini:-;tration ·wu..'l carrying iutu efiect the reduc­
tion GUld re::ltraiut of the army, But there would ha,ye 
beeu the same hostilit,v ngaiu~t a purely native Govern­
llIent, jf it had nttemptt'd tll enforce, without British assist­
ance, theame unpopular meaSure",. 

A bont the time of the hnd neWH from .I. [ooHan. however, 
everything indica.ted that the Punjnub \\'as settling down 
into a state of p '!Ceful imhu.try. A (l'eneral impre ~ion 
prevailed. of the oven helming aud resi..,tl ~ power of the 
British Government, and of tile moderation and ju 'tice of 
its }Juliey. On April 6th, 1 \ 48, the Hesident thus re­
pOlted to the overnor- teneral:-
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things. In those villnge~, cbiefly in the :M.anjha, to \V~icb numb~rs 
of tb ill banded oldiery hn e returned, wo some tunes hear of 
prophetic run;t0ur. being circ~lated, o~ ~ day: cominO' ,:,,~en the 
Sikh~ are agalll to be brought mto collisIOn mth the ~l'1~18h, and 
with a different result from the 1a. t; but, beyond thIs Hl10 and 
infrequent talk, there i ' llothing to indicate tJlat the roturn of the 
KhaJsu independence is either expected or desir d. The univer a} 
civility and kindness ~;th which aU Europeans, of aU rank find 
callings, whether officials, or travellers, or sportsmen, are treated, 
is ,ory remarkable."* 

It is impossible to say exactly what permanent effect 
would hu've been produced on the habits and plm;uit of 
the peopl , if this tranquillity could han> been pre erved 
during the six years and half of the 1\1 aharajuh's minor-­
itv thnt 'emu,incd, \\ hen . 1t' diRturbancelS nrAt broke out, 
0; eyen in the fiye ears ~md a half that remained, accord­
ing to the Treaty-if L rd nJllOut'ie 11<1<1 not d(-'cidt:'d ill 
fa,our of annexation-w!tC'll the iJlf-;nrrection wus finally 
quelled in March L 49. If a jlldiciollf> S) I:5tem had b(:t:!Il 
broucrht into play, fh-e or 'ix yeurs might have acclL,>­

tom d the people to the adnwtagee; (.[ p 'ace and urder, 
and a strong native GoYenlrnent might have been installed 
at Lahor . 

Great changeR fur the hetter had ccliaiJlly beglm to tell 
in the fu t fifteen months of Britllih owupatioH. A greut 
ru:l 'anoo had b n made towards a btate of political quiet­
ude, I he bel t evidence of wllieh is to be fCI1.lDd in the 810w­
ne s and reluctance v.'ith 'which the sl1ccel;;sive stet's in the 
in 'UITection were 11 ken. . 

N otwithst.:'1uding the dang TOUS excitemellt t.hat un­
doubtedly prentj]ed througlj(jut the low r r: oks of the 

ikll oldiery, both thOl:le ill the serviue and tho8e recently 
disbanded, there had beell no extensive mutiny, or de. er­
tion.()f numerical imporumce, lmtil Rajah 'here 'ing weI t 
over to th enemy in eptember, from motives which we 
have already <ii. (;UStied. When irdar Chuttw"jllg and 
hi RQD, vith tl)(~ troops under theil' commalld, W '1'8 01 enl 
cooperotin~ with the Dewan .r oolraj, who had now defied 
the 'n iti h 0' r for five l!)onths with imp11IUt, 11.n 
GeneTdl Wlush wo obli()' d,' the r suIt of Rajah here 
SlUg's c1efec6on, t.o mitre the sige of M( oltan: alld wait 

if rape", rUJlJ(JIW, 1 t'l, p. tn. 
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for reinforcements;" a great stimulus was given to the 
am bition and fanaticism of the disaffected Sikhs throuO'h­
out the Punjaub. And yet up to October 4th, the R~si­
dent ~Tites, no Sixdar had joined Chuttur Sing,t and he 
had fRiled utterly to mquce any of the H~rular troops, ex­
cept those who had been with him in Ha.7.Ara, and against 
"dlOlll Captain Abbott had taken the initiative, to join .h.iB 
beumer. He had Iru1rehed " towards the camp of hi son, 
Hf~iah Shere Sing ::md the other insurgents, in despair at 
tlle refusals he had received frOin the Sikh 0..ffi,c.e"s at 
Pesha \\ ur. ":t: It was not until October, that the troops 
at Burmoo and Peshawur broke into mutiny,§ when Mool­
l'<lj ]m<1 beld ont for R1X ll)onth.- , and C~uttur iug was, to 
all appearallce, unchecked and opposed. 

TInlH the maiu caUHf' of an "unpremeditated and a.cci­
dl'lJtul"1I outbreak according to Lord Dnillousie, gmwmg 
illtn a ft)]'lt1idable insurrection, W R the lon' delay before 
allY attempt war'! made to punish the Dewan Moolraj,-a 
tlelay which, hy degree. , ru.ised him from a \ ery low grade 
ill ptl]lltin.T C"'ltinHltion to the muk of' the great heroe of 
Hilldoo lore, aud djHsipated almost all the adyuntage' of 
tll(' brilliant RllCC(,8. of Major Edwarde.''l and Geneml Cort­
landt. at the head uf the Maharajah's troops. This delay, 
ustolliRhing and inexplicable to the people at large, was 
explained b.f the Resident to tile roo·t iniluentialruen of 
t he country in a sen e the mo t alarming and exasperating 
P0f>. il)]. They ,,'ere told that" they must put down the 
relJellion by tlt ir own re·'Lll.lTCeS, WI tlte oltly hope of ,'(il,i ~[! 
their UOl'ernme1it."~ No wonder a rumour soon got abroad 
alUOll r the Sirda.rti a.nd soldiery, a Mojor Ed-wardes tells 
Uti that" the British meditated declaring the Punjaub for~ 
:-ited h theroot!ut troubles and misconduct of tJletroop ." •• 
The rUffiOU!' WIU:! hue. 

A.h if to add m re fuel to the e intlammatory rumours, 
to Btu' up twainst u e,rery feelinO' of loyalty and chiv-alry 
at the mo {'critical m(lmellt, the 1tlah )'anee, " the mother 
of oll the i -h, ," was c.uddenly deportt!ll from the CO'llltry, 
and imprisoned at Bella:r I nud r Cil'Cmflstanccs whic}l, we 

f Ibid., p. :lSl. 
~ ItJid., lip. :).5, arul :.mr . 

•• Afttl.'. p. 111. 
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mny .he .~lu:e, aSf{Ul1!Hd ill, the t m.lll{ u.n ~~l)'ct of v:i(),Jel1~6 
l:tlld llldi~ruty, *' 1 he effect upon the Slkh troop' of till 
most. m-:iudgt·d measure, was, a.' we h<lye scen, immediate. t 
The Rance'R influence Will nlmot:lt anllihilated,::: wlJ 11 we 
made lkr a lliartyr. and it, l'eyiye~l at. OllCt'. . 

The rmnour as·t.() the impending anncxaticlll, the d<:l11hts 
ati t~) hi,: cLmghkr'h marriage witb til(> Malnlfltjah, and the 
facts as to tIle RaJwe's persecntion, lllay hLtye all'ea,dy con­
"cried old l'huttur f-ling into a con:.~pimt()r, hut it \yo.' the 
MUl'mlman insulTeetion of his own Pro,\'iuc J

• headf'd in his 
colleagu " Cnpt:'1in Ahlmtt, tmchecked and 1.1llrepr()Yed by 
tht Re idl>m, that cOlU1wiled him ttl heeOllW a rehel, 

'mel)' it i, ... sl1HicielltJ.y ohyiotlH tlHIt HlIlq!Jg a wnrlike 
race and sect like the Bi.l~h", -I-;l,ltlt<·l) (lulliinant thl'ou~h­
out the .Plllljauh ill l'hl.ll'eh Hnd ~t~lte. -all(l after the 
stiJTi!lg' evellL of the )rC\lUU;o; :--i" YC;lr:,. tlll'-'l' ~ll('t:(\ iye 
telfl!lI.atioui;, and pr()"(lemj.)]Is could !lilt Imt prO\ (' irreHiH­
tiLle, and that the.,' fOrIll "all ample t'xplnnatloll of tllt: 
pUeU(IlllCna ulld dt'\-elopnlPllt of tIlt' se('ulici 1 }nnjau 1, \\ ttl , 
witlwut re:-.urting to the llnwarralltahle H1U'llJi:,e tlJat " a 
renewal of war'- wa." iW:\'jutl,l(,. alld t lmt o1U' dilat. fry pro­
t: edillg"' merely" ]lre<;ipitHtNI the tru is. " Tllere is no­
thing to Dum .... tllat, Witll,)tlt tlH~:'l' delays Hnd el'l'ors of 
jud;:"1.nent on our pmi, tht'r ... would (~Ver han' heen n crikis 
at all Mea.-nm:" fiJI' wLi(~h tlH: Britith He:-.idl'lll find the 

I 
G<~.Y .•. rnor-Gf'IJt'ml wen' s(.ldy re.,p"'''ihle, mude a Lemont 
f tIle timid Dewan Muolruj, a mart;):.L.WJ1..,o.£· . 
: it laJ"d.llee, and al'c;rmi(1iil)Jrnher~\(ler out of til{} illfi.rrn 

1 nd aged GO'y~·mur:. SV·da!_Q.liUftur AinO':,..- - ~ -
ora )alI1ousi" could Hot, or would not, Ree, tlmt hi, 

full responsibility, not ouly 1(1/' the military ddnys, hut for 
eyery exciting and initating incident. and liJr every step, 
good or II d, that wa taken lH!fure or aft r the tin>t ex­
plo,rion at .~ f oltan, effectually harred hit; il~fenious m -thod 
of ~ ~parating the Vurbar, as " the Qn\'CMllHcnt of Lsthore," 
{ron} the HesidC'ut, the 111Jo]ute 1 'u.i of that GO\'erIlIoent. 
During the period prescribed hy the Treaty fill' tIlt: l'whhn­
rajnl1's mi.J)I:)li;' uo cri ii'l, no -eolid strl1g'gle, couJd absolve 
dIe BritlE)h Goverlll1lCnt, flom the obligations of Ouardian-

.• &ntc, 1'1'- 10/3 ]h1, + Atl.le, I), 10, 

"'--_____ --J 
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ship and ll.LtLJU\gemcnt, 1;0 long as it professed to fu I til t;ho<ole 
dutieR, awl wns able to do 00 without interruption. 

E,'en supposing that every H,cUnini:.;trative mea.sure 00-
fi)f(~ the nutlJI:eak at Moultan, and every et.cp taken by the 
Hf·sident after it, had been the wisest po~"ible,--supp~'>ing 
the rehellion had not been in t.lw sljghte t dCf:,I'l'ce provoked 
(I)' l~xt.cIlded by any error, excess, 01IllsHion, or delay (If the 
lki tiflb Govemment,- Lord Dalhl)uHic's case wuuld not, 
lie ill the least improved. Sup}I(),,;ing that the hurrnise 
1),'1' "hieh he attempted to justify the annexat.iIJl1, w e de­
IIJ(lllbtrahly true, and that the Sikhs Were reH.lly aJlunated, 
f)'tlIlJ die til1.;t (lay (,f the oe<;1\patloll. with Ru deep and 
Ilittt'r a hOHtility, that they \)}Lly "latched thell: opportunity 
Ii.] rC\'l)lt, awl would 11(: vel' have been pacified without a 
'-t'l'Pllci Je:-,:-;oll. tlJen I -x'ry that tb,,\, were entitle<l to that 
St'l't1ud les-,oll without <~ny l'xtra ':chal'ge. The State of 
LdllJre llild paid heavily in m!.I1(,)" nIlt! in tt I ritory, for 
the fi.rst ] 'SSOTl ; ,.nel we had llnd~lia.kl'n, ill ('(tnsideration 
,,1' :(1) :tlll1111J tit: bsill:v, Se~lIl'etl on i lie pnhlic rc\-enU&l 
"dlllillistt.'}'cci h) us, tq l'ert~)!"m the ()tnce of Tea,cher fur a 
t· rJu IIf yem'l:l. If lm~xpt~ct\:~cl clifticllltit.'!'> had pre::;t'nted 
ilwJliseh-e~ in tll{' }Jcrt;.nllanCE' of tili:-- IIttie€', we :;howd, 
l'\'l'11 theIl. h:1 \-e b,t<l JlII right to complain. But it was 
ll\lt sn. ,\y C IIlJ(!t,!':-;tood q\lite "ell the I/atlU'e of the evils 
we haJ {'lJCT,wL'll to enCOll11tE'l' and cure, .md thc.v were 

;::, (-t J 

(,lead), ar!'gT(I\,ah·d by nul' own II1tJpmcticc. 
111 hi::; la.:,;t iu!-\tructions to the Re:-;ident, before publicly 

HfJllOluH:ing the annexatioll of tlte Puujaub H. the British 
dUlJliIlioHS. Lord I)alhout->je "Tote as follow::! :--
." '1'he time ha~ al'l';v('d at; wliit'h it l!' neCl';;Saf\" that the deter­

llIiuatiull which tho GO\'l:rnor-Gcnf'rnl hll8 fOl'UH.''d rc<">'nrdillg the 
IlJr,uro wlminitltratioll of thl' Puujau should be communicated to 
ill!' Gore-fum Ji,f al .D'LhOft1. ' 

"On meeting tltf.! {)ou'n",il 0./ Reflcaey, you will prt;,en~ to ~hem 
Lhe Noto ll()l'owith trnu~mittcd~ iu which the ueterullnnhon of the 
(;UYCl'Utlll'ut of in'diu. regllruing our futlll'\) rolatious with t.he 
l'uujaub, i' fullv sot f01,th. 

(( ~f" the Oot:;'nment of Llt/wr shonld I\Cqlliesce in that. detenu.i­
~nthJllJ YOll arc I\llthori$od to graut, the 1'erUl~ which are ooutaiue4 
111 tho ellclosed p&por."* 
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Lord Dalhousie' object in thu~ thrusting prominently 
forward th ~ Council of Regen y, and investing it, in its 
last moments, with the chamoter of 'I t.he Government of 
Lahore," lli transparently obvious, He wished to £<tSten 
upon the R.e~ency a sort of national respol1slbility , in 
wmeh the ~rallar~jah might be included. But the Council 
of J{egency, apart froID British control. never was "the 
Government of Lahore," and it') maintenance up to the 
date of annexation, proyes the very contrary of wlmt Lord 
Dalhousie wi~h('d, The continued exi:-.;t.ence of this lte­
gency, throughout the rebellion, prmes that British re­
sponsibility and guardianship were never shaken ofl' or 
shifted for a day. If indeed the British Guardjan had 
been drin>n from hi position at Lahore; ifhe had 1o. t the 
custoo. of the Mahardjah's persun; if he had he en forced 
to abdicate for a time tlle furlCti()J1H of govermnent. he 
might hare been justified in reeutering tIlt' coulltry as a 
conqueror. and declaring all pre,-joHfi eugngemE.'lJb to bf' at 
an end. But 110 i:.Uch int(>rruptioll ever took place. The 
Re:sident'.s authority as chief ruler of the Pnnjanb was 
ne'er suspended. Vurin~ tlle rebellion, whieh in Lord 
Dalhousie's olJinion warranted biw in detllroniug hilS·Ward, 
the capital city was neVtT dit:;turbed; cmd the Govern­
ment of the Punjaub. exactly as we Lad chosen to orgcll1-
ise it,-including the C()uncil of Regeucy,-wCls nna.ltered 
to the Ja.<;t. Six out of tLe eiO'ht Councillors remained 
faithful to their engagemelits, "u1d Rigned the Tenus, under 
compulsion ... 

These six Sirdar ,-Hajuh Deena Xath, Bbaee Nidham 
Sing, (the head of the Si.k1 religion,) Fakeer N oor-ood-deeJl, 
ShU1Il.bhere Ring Sin dhan walla, and Uttur Sing Kalee­
walla,-who were perfecily blameless in their public con­
dUf,;t,-wel'e told that" if they refused to accept the Tenns I 

wllich the Governor~GeneraJ offered, the Maharajah and ~ 
them.selve& would be entirely at his mercy," and would 
not be H entitled to receive any allowance whatever." If 
they signed the Tenns, ann continued « to give their ad­
vice <'ind t:\8Amtance, whenever they were called upon to do 
80," their jagheel'8 (landed e tatcs) would not be conns-

• l'a.ptn, PlIfljuuh, 1849, II]'. 6J9, va:J. 
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cated., though 110. promise of hereditary tenW'e could be 
made. But, It if they did not Aubscribe to tho conditions," 
the Resident" could not. promise that any consideration . 
would be shown them." .. 

In the last crisis of the rebellion, on the 18th of N ov('m­
her, a Proclamation had been issued, sanction~d and a.p~ 
pl'Med by Lord Da1llOusie on the 14th of December, 184 ) 
whicll contained the following announcement :-

" It is not the des.ire of the British Government that, tho&e 
WllO are innocent of the above offences, who have taken n() part, 
"t'LTetly or openly, in the disturbance", and v; ho have remained 
faithful in their obedience to the Government, of Maharajah Dhu­
]('CP Hing,-be they Sikh or be they uf any other class,-shoulu 
l-uffl'r with the guilty."t 

'Vere the six members of the Cm1ncil of Regency guilty? 
(Ill the contrary, they had done their beHt for the British 
Uovernment during a SeaROll of extraordinary trial and 
t(,lllpt<~tion, and had faithfully cQ-()perated with the Resi­
(le1lt in the administration of the Punjaub. Yet they 
Wt're told that unless they sibrned and sealed the deposi­
tiun of their SoYereign, and the d&,"'tru~(ion of the State, 
tlwy would be made to suffer with the guilty, that their 
e::;tates would be conru cated, and that no consideration 
'would be 8ho\\11 them. 

'Vas the young Maharajah Dhuleep ing, who e Govern­
lllent was professedly upheld in thi.'3 wonderful Proclama­
tion, guilt)' 1 We must FlUppO e that the extraordinary 
political casuistry of the R ident was accepted at Head 
Qnarters, and that the Governor General's 'Vard was con­
:-,idered t~..) be gtlilty "in the person" of his mother, 1\ho 
was a prisoner at Benares, or of tho e "evil disposed and 
Dlsurgent Sirdars," who, according to th" docnment, had 
l"ehellt:d ~aj.nst hi own Government. F01' he WftS made to 
fo>uffor ith the guilty. He W(l dethroned, despoiled, and 
banished. 

}i'urthermore thi same Proclamation d clare to H tho 
loyal subjects of 1.h f(lhurajah," ·as \yell as to any" who, 
mer ly through ignorance, m: y nave been led away by the 
fruse statements of the e ril-dh-p0tit;;u," tbat ., the u.rt;l1Y" of 



" the Comll1ander-in-Chief~ Lord Gongh, ~. ha-' entered t,he 
Lahore territories, not. a.s ,U1 enemy to t,he cOll!'titut<5d Go­
Yernment, but to restore order and obedience."· But 
~1here t,\\O recent trenti(,~A st.ood in the way of annexation, 
what \ya~ a Proclamation 1110re 01 le8s? 

And though Lord Dalhousit> thus pH hlicl.v proclRimcd 
011 the 1 ",tb of ... Til \'tAm lw1'. 1 S4 8. tlwt the lnr~e army ullCler 
the COIllll1r1ndef-iIl-Chief w. S Dot entering' the J\m,inuh 
",1" au L'UC'IlIY to the "'('lbtituted Gon'l'll111ent," he had 
ab-ea.dy 'nitt{~ll secrdjy ttl tht, Hpsidcllt, 0T1 the ;lrcl of 
Oct.ob~r, .. r1110 Gllyem\;r-Geuel'al cllusiders the ~tc.\te of 
Lahore to he. t.) all intcllt~ ulJd j!Ul1)(ISC's, dire('t1~ a.t war 
with tlle Briti;;h Go\'cmllll'11t."t 

ThC' :-Itatl~ of L,tlw\e at war with the Bril.i:-;11 no\'ern­
ment, wbile tlH' SO\,l'l'l'igu (If tIl(' Punj:nlh w<t:-; at Lahore', 
the \Yardalld Pupil of tlJt' Hes!(kut r T1)(, ~tate of Labore 
at· war with the Britisll GO\"t'rJJlJ.puL whilt' tLl' adlJliuif>­
tration (If tbe PWljaulJ wa:, l:.arril·d Oil :It Lallfll'e 1,y the 
Briti"h He.:.ide'llt. in the Willi(> of tlJ(' illntllt ~I" ereiUll. hv 
,-irtue of a Tr,-~al'v witll him, awl ill llIudtL'l'ed al'l'u~dillJ(;e 
with the arrc.lll!:'·~Jl('llt~ llf tlwt Trt:'~ty: W'"]wn' wa~ that 
Sw.h: (If Lahol~~~ with \\ bil,It thL~ Briti'ih Unn"l1lHWl1t was 
at war. to lIe iOltw1; III the calltp "f H~I.i;jJJ ~hl·],l~ • 'ing. 
or in the fUlires:-. of l\1oult:lIl, wlJil!h had lH.'{'1l Hlllflll101H:,d 

to bUTI'end~r un the ,jth I,I' Sept.ellJher, "aft('1' t11(, firillg of 
a. loral saInte in }wllollr of Hl'r Maie:-;tY the (~llt'ell. and 
her ~All.r! Jfjs IIig-llllcs." MalJal'ajall l)lmiL'l~p SilJg-" (! 'Vas 
it per.,> nill:ied hy tiJe Hewall ?\lo"ln\i: (11' Cllll t tlll' I'iug', or 
:'here ;'ing, who w~re all 1'1'(duiTlJ(~d tl.-; rebels" against 
the Gon;nnnent of ~laharajah Dimicep Siug"?§ 

• tmightforward and tnltltful all weI'S to theHe questions 
will prove that the Bl'itiJJ (Jo\'Cl'hment Wu.s not at war 
vith tlle St.'1tl! of Lahore. 

The . 't Ltc of Luhol'e in OctolJcr, I ,! ,aJld np to the 
day of its destJ'udiou, was to he found lit La,j)l)re, Clfi­

hodi:d and repr~ellted, ill the pcn,ow, of tll .. Mabm.tjah, 
iJlC HCt>idCl1t, rho 'Vi S at tIle head of the OUVt:fllllH.'llt., 

and hi~ ooU(~es, tJ1C Cc)ullcil of Hegency, the continuity 
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of whose functions was never 'interruptecl or distmhed by 
war or tumult for a Ringle day, 

Lord Dalhousie avoids ult.ogethf~r tIle question of Guar~ 
dianship, He makes exagg'rated complaints of lmiversal 
treachery and jJeJ'fidy, tt?d fOllDfh; upon them his iuiquito 18 

e1aims to tr at the Pnncc, who bad never rea,bed to he 
IJis \VtUU, as H. valJqui hed enem,v: to repllcllllte all the 
Tr(':1 ties, 'which IHt<.l ))eVer ceaser} to h, enftm'ed, aR null 
and yoid; and t.o apIJJ'opriate tlJ(' Pllnjallb. which he had 
ltt'\'el ceased. to oc(mp.v and adminif-ltpr ill trust, u!! n, COll­
qllcst,- It W[l.-; i1l1ptlH;,iihle fllr thf' Briti:b Gu\-erument to 
('()JHllll'1' the territor)" which it wa<.; oceup:-ing "by virtue of 
a TJ't~(lt.y of protpcti VP alliallee. Far frofu war h::n-ulO' e'-er 
hl't'll decla,red a~ail1st tIle Stat of Lall! In.', tIle W(~· was 
ea rrierl OIl, and th' 8ulnnlHsion.of thf' rehels wa.. ... demanded, 
frtlll1 first to last, ill the name uf our AUy, thl: )Iaharajah 
WI tlll'ep Sillg'. 

()ll t 111' :kd of Octl,ot'r, 18-1 ., Lnrd Dalh()u.:-ie Recretiy 
alld. cflldidtutiully" imirn(lt,·:,," t the He "ident, th,d L'e 
"t'(ll1~iders tlll~ • 'tate uf Lallure t(1 he, to all intents anu 
l>1lrpo~c ' , tliredly at war" itl! the Rriti:"h (.}overnment." 
( ~n the same day. he l\Xpre~St,g hi . ..; ~ati fitt,tion, in another 
1('ttl'r to tI)(' HtH!W otiicial. at IJearing that the f(Jrtre's of 
(~lI\- ill<lgltlir, iT! tlH~ city 1)1' lTIllrit;ur,- llP III that time 
g1llTiSOllCd b.' Sikh troop" -hns o(,Plt hanl led oyer to a. 
Brit ish f(\r(:~, "iu acc()l'dance with the tenns of the Treaty 
(If BhyrlJwal"t 

\~Tith a Vil'W, it ( Y 1)(' Pl\·suwed. to ruinimise oppo..:i­
bon, to l'(;·taiu the in1.lUl'llc' of the Dm-bnl', and thesen-ic , 
of' the loeal troop~, am 1 to k(!ep the feudator . Princes and 
tlw ,-='ikhl:l of {)lIT' own IH'l)\'iIll~c~ quiet. he will not openly 
(,elure war; but, w;t 1 a. view to ult rior demands, he 
"iutiumtc."!" ,'ar • yain .. t the Lahore Goyernment, in ( 
Hecr~t It.l l('r to hi 0\ n aO'~Iltl ",110 is at the head of tha 
Goverll.l leut ! 

Havino- eOlldu' .cd the . (huinil'ltratil\ll of the T~ahQr 
State, for t "0 ('~lr and tlu'''e IDonthcl. through he trial~ 
(\lId t 1'On111 -, 1)1' ~ rebellion. h. mc< 'of hi£:; own n~ent and 
hi" O\'t) nom", '~, il till n;lll of hi '\ T:trd and A~}y. th 
l\lahal'tljl h. 1 IIdt'!' . Tl\ .. ,t· p which he 1.1ph\)ld;- • nd en!' r·\. ~ 

t l(,j./, I. 374. 
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t o the l~t,-he turns round, when the rebellion is over, 
declares the Treaty to(} have been violated, and therefore 
null and void, and explains that the successful ~tmpaign, 
ostensibly ca.rri d 011 fOf the suppression of a rebellion 
a~minst the Government of Maharajah Dhuleep Sing, 
really constituted a waI' against the :r,fuharajah and th 
State of Lahore, hv which the British Govemment has 
"conquered" the Punjaub ...... 

In hili indictment against the State of Lahore, I ... ord 
Dalhousie fhlls into several exaggerated misstutemcnts. 
He says. "the whole body of the llation,-nrmy and people 
alike,-haYe, deliberately and 1.mpro,oked. again ma.de war 
upon us."t In a subsequent paB!:lage of the same despatch 
he betrnYA hi kno'wledge of the filets 'that "the Sikh people 
form comparatiwly a small portion of the popula.tion of 
the PUlljaub:' an that" a large proportion uf the inhabi­
tants, especially the MahmnedunH." took 110 part in the 
hostilities, and had no sympathy with tbe rebellinn.t 

Even if the meaning of the ]llmt.Sp., "the whole hody of 
the nation," is relitricted tAl the dominant Rcct (If Slkl1R,­
about a 8L1(th of the population,-- it is inaccurate_ There 
is a list of thirty-four Sirdars, or le.acUug' Chieftairlfi in the 
BJue Book, who. with their relatives ard depelldents. took 
no part in the rebellion. Twenty-eight of these are SikhR, 
only "two are ~faLOlncdans, and f()ur are HindoLis. Among 
tne six £'lithful members of the Council of Hegenc), was 
Bhaee Nidham SUJ.g. "the head of tlf Sikh religion."§ 

Lord DalholLc::ie ventures to ""Titf' a!'l follows: -"It L'l 
a ,harucful fact that of the 'irdars of the State. properly 
so called, who signed the Treaties, the greater fortion 
have been IDyolved in these hostilities against 1.lli."1 That 
also is an erroneous accusation. A ~Ieful analysis of thc 
seV'er.tl lists and document" proves that the rnajOlity of 
t,hose who l)igned the Treatie were not involved in hosti­
liti against us. Of the sixteen. irdarH who signed t h 
Treatie aud Article of Agreement of 184G, only five 
,;oined in til(. rehdJiol), &nd one, Itunjofe Sing Majeetia, 
~ }lO was in the Council of Regency, wn it"!lprisoned at 
Lahore, on "mspicion of carryillg on a treasonahle corre-

if Pa~et" P Ull){lUb, I). 661. , 
t JUd., p. 6fH. § J";rJ., p. !le. 

t Wei., p. GOO. 
I Jbid •• p. 000. 
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spondence. In the list oe diSaffect d Sirdars, R mjore 
Sing Majeetia is put down as "conviot d,"" but Ills cond let 
was not the subject of any judicial investigation; and in 
another part of the Blue Book his guilt is said to have 
been" proved." by an attempt to escape after his arrest, 
and by his havrng destroyed or concealed some of his. 
papers.t There seems to have been nothing like evidence 
against him. Of the eight COlllCillofS, then, six were 
faithful; one was suspected; one only, Rajah Shere Sing, 
took the Deld agajnst the Governmfmt of Lahore. 

To the list of Sirdurs 'who l'l'mained futhful to their 
duty, who adhered to the cause of the Government of the 
Pltl~jaub, as constituted under Treaty by the Governor­
Gl'lJeraJ, mllst certainly be added the name of Sirdar Khan 
Sing Man. the Sikh Governor appoint~d to supersede the 
1)(·wan Moolmj, who accompan.ied. Mr. Vans Agnew and 
Lieutenant Anderson to Mooltan. So strong seem' to 
b ve t)een the "ery naturul prejudice a~ainst every Sikh 
,dlO took part in that ill-fated expedition, that the Re­
Kidcl1t, in his fin,t report of the treacherous destrncUon of 
t]ll ' two young E1lg1iHh oJticers, jumped at a hab--ty conclu­
Fiion 'which wac;; very unjust to Khan Sing Man. He wrote 
to the Go\>ernor-General :- " The Sirdai' made te1"Jns for 
III'I//"~e(l; and the British officers were left to be cruelly 
llllt('hered,"t-au account by no means borne out by the 
'YOl'dH of Lhe (IDly statement heitlre him at that time. All 
tllCit his inf(.>nn~lt, Peer Ibrahim Khan, the British Agent 
Ht Bbawulpore, had '~Titt\:!Jl all this point, was :-" Sirdar 
Khan Sing Miin, hy the penni&-;ioD of Mr. V ans ~anew, 
hogged for quarter, upon wruel he was seized, and the 
two gelltlem n killed.' § 

The following d scription of what had passed wa..c; given 
hy all eye-witness, KootuL hah. a Mahomedan Soldier;-

" Sirclar Khan Sing offet'ed to devote his life; but ::Mr. Agne\v 
objooted, sttnng it was useles: for him to ncritico him elf; thll,t, 
alone, Ito ould do nothing j anel that be had bet:tel' a~k for qunrt·N·. 
The Sil'dAor'S peop16 went out ido the Eedgah, ancl demanded 
quarter. ~rhe tf'OOP th{~n ent red the place, and plundered every­
thing. 011 tltoir approaching the t:>irdar he . aid that he had 

• Pal,"', PI4tlj,ltIb, 1~49, p. 4~9. 
t Jbid .. p. HI!>. 

t [Md., p. WI. 
§ ibid., p. 138. 
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ked for q~arter: and that it would be useless to 1 ill him, but 
tha.t thov might do \\ h~tI thE'Y pleased. I:I e l'f~que8tcd them to 
Sptl.l'C tb'(> wounded Britil!h officers. They, however, refused to 
listen to him, and seized him. 

« During that day tlw Sil'dar v.~ti. kept in confinement ill t,he 
Amkll!ls j the next day he was takell to the fort, lVli/'re he WIJ.lI1 1/1f, 

illiroll~~ lcitlt hi~ 8011.»* 

Thjs deposition was nwdp in .Tune. 1848; and i~ fully 
con£rmed h, the tflet. f(lr whicL Rir Herhert Edwarde 
youches, tha't ., he remained in cnn:filleUl(~llt ilu'ougllOut the 
siege, until the rllins of the exploded magazine at once 
killed and huried him. After the fall of the Fort" (i1 
January. 1849) .. his blKly WA,r; dug oui. (llId (/'{rsfolllld so 
ltt'(H'il,l/ irollcd. that it 111I/8( lia!'f' 711'('1/ 1'1I1}JOs,-:ihle }.II' l,;;n 
~o (I'{rlk. Ills haTe lJ(JH /i{«l b(,I'/1 (JP1"U,("tfiy ,,7(1/1/'lIg lJt'­
:side 7//'/11 0/1 tll(' In''].'' )iajor Erlw:tl'des, like thl' Hesirlellt, 
had heard conflicting ael'01111t~ of Khan Sing':; hch:i\'iour, 
but, he says. "uuder tlJc,.,:{' cir{,11111",t~lJ}('e.,:, I thou ht it 
right to adopt the mo~t chari tal lIe Ct,l]J,.;tn II'ti01 I of the 
Sirdar's cOlldl1CC eansf'd him ttl be hurit·rl with all hi ITI 011 1'. 

aud . ent the gold han~lt"·, ",hidl ,\cre fill the Hnnq of 11i8 
)';UIl, to tl1e sun'ivillg rnelllheri'i of the filllliJ.\,."-r 

Sir Herhert Ed\\ardes likewi~e a.-;('ertaiJIl·d tlmt Gool­
deep Sing. the Sikh C'cm:JlIJauJUlJt (of the I llfan1..ry Hegi­
ment fonnillg p':lrt (If Mr. AglH:',';S f'f->C(IJ1," replied Qlike 
to bribes and threats that tlle) mig-lit hlo",- him away fhnll 
a gun but should llCYer induce Lilli to take service with 
the enemy." He, abo," was pnt ill lrnw:; by ~toolra.i. and 
in despair at the slJame whidl had l'L'l:'ll brought on Mr. 
Agnew's e;,cort, threw hil1l8elf into a well, HH he ~::t.S pass­
ing it under a f,''Uard, uud was dJ'oWlI erl. "+ 

In the list of .. openly di."lafieeted Sirdnrs of tht, La hore 
• tat.e, ascertained to be in rebellion aud insurrection," for­
w,arded hy the Resident 011 the 25th of Decembel', 1 84 • 
f<,r the int(nmation of the Govemor-Gcueral, we fulCi Golab 
Sing Povindea. a.nd hifo! 80n Sirdar AHa Sing included, to 
Whose name I however, with two others, this llote il:l ap~ 
pended :_H It j Tl1Ol"t prohable that theRe Sirdar~ ill'O 

• Papal, PU'llja!(h, 1849, PI" 4 12, 4(m. 
t .1 J't{(r on the Plmjllu,b Front"", vol. i'l JI. I (j~. 
~ IMd., vol. ii, p, iliJ. • 
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under -restraint 'with th Peshawur troops."· They verc 
certK-unly und r re traint. 

irdar Goolab rug Povindea WM the General in com­
mand of the Division of ikh troops at Peshawur, and also 
Governor of the Province, and Major George Lawrence, t 
the Re. idel1t's Assistant at that pJace, repeatedly prames 
his constant exertions, and tbose of his son, Colonel A11a 
Ring, to pr rve good order in he district, and keep the 
troopR t.eady to their allegiance.::: Indeed all the Buperio!' 
officers at this tation, ,nth one exe ption, appear to h e 
b ,en most active and zealous,"and to have dnne their best on 
behalf of the Government of Lahore.§ With their a s' 
anee, Major Lawrence rna t gallantly remained at his post 
nntil the middle of October, 1, 4 , when the troop.;; br0ke 
into open mutiny. Soon after this, an intercepted letter· ' 
from tho rebel leader. Rajah here Si.ng, contains this p -
sage ;-" The Peshawur troop hav , left that place, with 
aU the guns. The Povindea" (Sirnar Golab Sing Povin­
den) "and Elahce Bukhsh" (the General of Artilleryl!) 
.. arc in confinemeut, and the Fermer1ees have fled to the 
Kh:vber·"~I 

Thus Lord Dalhon ie's wholesale impeachment is not 
jnst, even if re tricted to "the army.' Aocrain we find 
Gelleral \Vhi h, jll hi final de patch of the 2:3rd January, 
1849, after the fall of Mooltan, xpre~ incy his thanks to 
Gt'neraJ Cortlandt, 'who commanded the Regular Regi­
IIlents and Artillery of the Durbnr,"u-i. c. of the Lahore 
Go -ernrncnt,-and the Gov rnor- :len ral him elf sends 
his thanks to General Cortlandt for the same services, "a 
an officer of the Maha.rajah of Lahore, through the Resi­
dent."tt 

.1 otwith t ndin l' the defe tioll of R jah here mer, 
MaioI' Edw rd had till < consid Table fore -of Dur 
tr ~p. under his ommand. at the end of the ieo-e of 
Mooltan, and ns abl to deta h s' gem;' and a Regular 
Regim nt, b ide. lIT gular troops, to r inforce Li ,1.1t nant 
Tayh r at Lukk .tt 'Ihn.t oille ,1' nd Licut naut Young', 

Pt'ptr" PunjaMh, 1 t9, p. 490. t T \ ..,ir Gt-or e La ren e. 
~ Pa.I)l':rl, Pllniavh, 1 49. pp. 291. Sl1\ 33!l, :~!l7 3~~ .. 
§ IbId., pp. 3. 9, ' 97. fblll., p. l:i'~O' }" i .• p. 414. 

H md., p •• Ii. t /fJid., fI' bS6 t Ibid., trp. ;). 1. l)iO. 
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acting und r the elil ections of Major Edw::mle , In&ill­
tamed themselve in different, parts of th 9 D rnjat and 
Tl'ans-J ndU8 territor)" nnd retook several fort from the 
iu, urgents, ,rithout the aid of an:y BritiHh troop. .• Lieu­
tenant Taylor apperu'd to have ltad at one time 5,000 men 
with twelve gnll~ under his command. t Some of th . e 
were the old Regular Infantry aud A.rtillery of the Lahore 
Government. Bome were Dew le\icH, but an were in the 
s ncice of the NtltiY(~ State, and raiRed from the popula.­
tion of the country snl~iect to Mahnrujah Dhulep Sing. 
One Imperior officer, fit lenst, who , aR with Lieutenant 
Taylor, was a ~ikh.-Futteh Sing, mentiOlwd n,.., "a good 
boldier."! Some ir()op in the pay of two of the loya.l 
• u'dars att::u'hprl ttl the Lahore Govcmment, Mitir Sahib 
D Tal and Dewan J owahir M ull. ~ ~d guod . eryice to the 
end of the campaign.!! Dewall.To yahir Mnll in person, 
,nth Leikh Emam-ooc!-deen, au officer of Ligl. rank under 
the Lahore Goyermlwnt. formerl v Gon'mol (If Cnslunere, 
were pr<::8ent·, with tlJeir men" at the actioll of Roon~k()ond, 
near Moo]tall. on the itl! X oyember, ] S4 8, and ,Ire said by 
:Major Edwardes to l1ave "bch:wcd vcry well."~ Soon 
after this a.flair. 8h ikh Ell1am-o()d-deen and his fore!· were 
detached hy Major Edwardes. tn dri" the n~bels out of 
the di trict of Jbuug ; alJd while General W11llih wru:; con­
cluding the ... iege of >,MoultalJ, the Sheikh was oc:cllpied in 
iny ting the stronghold vf C1uniote. the rebeJ galTison 
of which, 2,000 stnmg, laid down their arIllS to General 
Wllif'h 011 the 9th F'ehruary, 1 49, 011 hi.s nUl.rch from 
... Iooltan to join Lord Gougl;'s army, and were made over 
as prisoners to , heikh Emam-ood-deen.·· ,. 

Misr aliib Dyal, whose men did tLeiT duty so faithfully 
to the last, was belected hy the Resident in Novenlber, 
184 ,to accompany the Head-quarters of the Comrnander­
in-Chief, Lord Gough, "as the chief officer on the part of 
the Durb:.tr/'-tbe Regency, wjth whom, according to Lord 
Dalhousie, we were then, "to all intents and purpo es, 
directly at 'arl" He is described a.s " an able and liighly 

.,. P<Iper., P·I.I:l1jfJllb, 1849, pp. 5!-1k, 630. t Ibid., p. fi85. :t Jbid., 'p. 6113. 
§ R tbe list, Ibid., p. [147. • l/,i.d., p. 631. • Ibid., p. 422 . 

... Ibid.! pp.. 457, b84.,-Edwrtrdt&" Year on tI.e PUIljtlflb Frontier, vol. ii, 
~~ . 



THE PUNJAUU. 163 

int tligent pelon, of considerable experience and kno ~ 
ledge of' the coulltry, and of a.pproved .fidelity to the ill­
terest' of the young Maheu Jab. and the Brit.u,h Govern- ~ 
ment.""" 

Thi<; same Misr ~ ahib DyaJ had, at an erulier period, 
lJrought to a successful conclusion, by means of the troop • 
lUldel' his o\,,1n command, a most important afiair, wllich 
had caused lllUdl anxiety to the Re ident, and occupied a 
large British force for more than a mOI1th,-the destructir)fl 
and disprsjon of a fonnidahle band of insurgents, at on 
time 5,000 in numher, under a noted fanatic, Bhaee 
Maharaj ing, who, in comIDlmication with Dewan Mool­
ra,i, the reo(::l Governor of Mooltan, and well provided with 
fuuds, was scouring the country, and ummoning he 
Sikhs to join in a religious war. The last cene in the 
acti ve career of thi" fanatic ~ thus described in the Re­
sident's despatch of the 13th June. 184 . 

" ~isr Sahib Dyul was aH good as his worJ; and he and his 
11f'oplo kept their pl'omi e faithfully. On arriving at Jbung, the 
Hhaoe's force had diminisheu to about 1000 or 1200 men; the 
.'liar's party immediately attacked them} and} though really in­
ferior in numbers} they wero fresh, while their opponents were 
hungry, and tired by U 101lrT and harassing retreat. A great 
many of tho rebel" were kiUeJ in the encounter, and three or four 
of the Misr's men, and ten or twelve wounded. The whole rebel 
[(m'e wns driven into the Chenab, a difficult river to cross at all 
times, and now formidable from being much swollen by the rain 
ann the melted 8110W. It is calculated that from 500 to 600, horse 
and foot, perished in the ri,-er,-nmoog the rebels, Bhaee Maharaj. 
Three hundred of the rebels were taken by the liar' boldier in 
boats, and put into con£nement in Jbung. The Bhaee' four 
officers, ikhs of some note, were among the pri oner., and ar 
I.OW on their way to Lahore in iron ."t 

Lord Dalhousie writes to the Secret Committee that 
"the destruction of the outlaw, Bbaee daharnj, nud the 
utter di"lcomfiture of his follow 1'8, i' an event, which hn 
greatlJ t0nd d to tbe upport bf British, uthority."f 

The death of Bhnee Maharaj on that occ' ~ion became 
afterwards a matter of doul)t :§ but his fame and influence 
were aunihilated; and Lord Dalhonal(\, in his final Minute 

... Pa~", PU,.jal/f., lh-l!), p. 1 .1. 
+ lbi.tl., p. j • 

t Ibid., p. 21 . 
§ Ibid., p. 6 -. 
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declaring the a,ill1exation of the Punjn.ub, admits that' he 
measures trtkcn agains Bhac;e Maharaj Sing, who, v.ri th 
orne thow ~ld follower" was raising the c(luutry .in the 

Rechna Doab. and the flight and dispersion of his followers, 
combined to keep down aU:T manifestations of disaffection 
in the neighhourhood of Lahore."· 

Thu' even hi own words, extracted from the Blue Book, 
contradict Lord D31housie's complaint that "the Regency, 
during tIl se troubles, gave 1)0 8uhst.alltial or effective 
assistance to the British Governmpl1t."t 

It is true that the Resident fit one time spea,ks of his 
COlUlcillors as merely "acquic$cing" in the plan he was 
puruing,-as deficient in .. zeal, energy, lmd judgment.":j: 
On the 14th July, 1.48 howe\Ter. he writes :- " A great 
chane.!:! h come oyer the. pirit of the Dmbar : tbey Lu,\'c 
been making the mo~t. decided llIJd wry HucecsRfuI exer­
tion to procure carriage of l'ver.'· rlescrip6011 for the l1se 
of the BritiFh troops, and to aid in the convey~lI1ce of the 
siege train."§ One memher of the Regency . Rajah .Dli'ena 
Nath, was sent from Lahore on a mi.", ion int(\ the Haz<ll"8. 
Pronnce in September, 1 I. 4 ~ ; and after his returu the 
ResidelJt writes to the Goyernor-G eneral :- -

"His pre ence in that part of the countr,\' had the effect of 
assuring the inhabitants, and be cer tainly nppeu.rR to have llf'leJ 
his inftuence, in eypry way, t.o doff'at the machinations of ~Irdar 

. Chuttur Sing. ,inee his return he appears to have entered, 
zealously and earnestly, into tho measures adopted for punishing 
the rebels, by the confi!'cation of their jaghin·!;, and the stench. 
ment of their hOUl'les and property, and tor couuter8ctillg the plots 
vf the insurgent!>."!! 

On August 16th, 1848, tbe Re ident write!:! at:! f()llows 
to LOld Dalhousie: "The conduct of the Durbar, collee- ' 
tivelyand individually, ha' been entirely satiJ·factory in 
e .... erythin r connected with this outbreak, and, ind ed, in 
aU other respects for the last. two months."~ 

Lord DalLousi ,alway .overlooki.ng the fact that the 
control of the finances was in the haud of the British 
Resident> places first and foremost among the" !!ros vio­
lations" of Treati , of which" the. ikhs" had heen guilty, 
the non-payment of our military tlubsidy. . . 

.. Papm, PUlljaub. 1849, p. 657. t Tbid, p. 060. l ihid,: p. 197 . 
• Ibid •• p. ~56. A Ibid., p. 379. "ibid., p. 2811: 
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• ] n rcturn for the aid of British trool)~, they bound t.bCtnS{lIVC5 

to plly to UH a sub idy of 22 lakhs pCI' annum. From the day 
when the ']'renty Will' signed, to the pre!!ent hoUl', not one rupee 
has e\'cr been paid. Loan a.dvanced by the Briti h Go,ornment 
to enable tht{ID t,o disclwl'go the arreat'S of their disbanded troops 
hove never boon relll1id."* 

And in the Proclamation declaring the Pnnjnub to 10V0 

ht'come British territory, he says ;-" Of tlleii.· annual tri­
lmte no purtion whatever has at any time been paid; and 
Jarge loam!, n.d vanced to them by the Gc)\'cmmeut of lnilia, 
Imve ueyer oew repaid. 'It . 

TJw Bhle Book c()ntr~dictl'l tht> (1" ertion that" not one 
rnpl'c," that .. no portion," had (;ver beeu paid. On Feb-
1'I1ar,\ :!:~rd, ] .48, the Hesident reports a~ follows to the 
( ~I )\'l'J'tlU]',G l:lH:nu. •• The Duroar ha \'e paid into thid trea­
~11I',\' gold to the value of Rupees 1 ;~,j6,t5:3 7. By this pay­
nll'llt t Ill"r ]HH'e reduced their debt tu the Briti:;L Govern­
llJL'llt froTn upward ' uf furty laklH; ofrupc~ ' to less thun 
T Wl'ut \,-se\' ('lI. "t 

II1 this t-i<lIUt! de~pat('h, written a.hout LX ,,,"eeks before 
tlw outbreak at M noliAllI, the He .. ident rec'orded his sati<;­
iil(;ti,/O wi[h the fiuallcial arrangements and pro peets qf 
the DnrLar. . 

"Th,!y have tllU, by economy and ear(', been al)le to make 
gOl)ll fUllr months' pay of the Irregular Cu\'alrYJ to dLch rge tho 
whole of the arnlars of the meu whu hun' been ponl:!ioned an(l 
ulI,banuod, to lit'et their current expen~es, auu have still, at thi" 
moment, filII eight lakh. of ruptl~ in the ditfol't:lllt treauries to 
meet the public uxigencies." ~ 

If a £nancial c<luilibriulU had not been restored, and if 
the regula.r pa '1llent of the tribute had not cOOlmenced, 
when the rebcllion of 1 4: once more thn\w e-verything 
into confusion. it was no lhult of the G,mncil of Regency. 
Not only had the Briti ... h authorities accepted the tnlSt 
\'lith their ey open to the dil:;ordCIpd ·tale of the finances, 
but til > UE'~idl'n )PPO 'ed hy the ·ouncil of Regency and 
Huppol'ted by the ovcrnor-Ueneml,-had inh'odut:cd ex­
t(m8ivc chang s into th fi~l~ l8Ys Ill, leading, as had been 
anticiptttcd, tu n very l:!eriOllS 10 lit' revenue. 

t J~.,p.w. 
§ lfttl.. p. 111. 
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In a f ttl' (htt J ;r ul, . 3lTI I 47, UIC Rl irltn tl at~,tOll :~ 
f How' to the Gc)\(,rll r-G neral:-

~ 

H I propose nly to giv- half salaries. until tho State is cleBr of 
its dehL, which I now stimnte at ihirty.Sre lukh3. 

er I found the trea ury empty. 
uDeficiencyof crull, a I snid hefore, and entirewnntofpublic 

credit, b:.we tiod my hands; indeed, but. for the loan of Seven 
lakhs of rupees granted by our Government, I do not know what 
1 could have done. 

t( E,tlmatiug the debt of the Durbnr for )8.·t )'001' a.t nine lakh , 
thfl account will stand, fit the end of the present year, ]C'.8ving' 0. 

balance of R'. 13,~5,26;:;, which, I fear, cannot he pa.id off under 
a year and a half, exclusive of the twenty-two lakhs subsidy 
yearly. ,,* 

The financial reforms introduced by thE:' Resident were 
certain. a he admitted, to eut.ajl an immediate. though 
perhap only a temporary, 8f1.crifi('e of revenue. These are 
his reporls to the Governor-General on August 2 th, and 
December 16th, lS47, and January 12th, H4 . 

1. « The finances of tbe Laho}'e Durbar are cf'rtn.iuly not in a pro­
sperous condition. By the returq lately submitted to the Go,'er­
nor~General, there is a snrJ11us of twent:-.nine lnkll and upward, 
but out of this flum the annual commutatioll, payable to the Britif;h 
Go\"ernment, aDd the extra expen!'cs consequt'ni (Ill the new !l)"s­
tem of payjng Councillors, AdawluttneR, flnd Nazim!-. nlt1~t be de. 
frayed. A. reform of fho Ot;t'tOn1S as well a.x the lrmrl-la.t, all ahxo­
Tutely nccessar'lj, tl'ill prubaloly fl..(oi im'ohc a sQa(ti(:(! uj kliR thrm 
,from tU'e1v6 to fift.eeh lalrli.s (~r 'rupees. t 

2. (C The tinanc('s art' till in a very uubatlsfuctory 8tate ; it is the 
onc great difficulty which now remaius. TIle introc1lJ.diun of the 
flew sy!(terh oj 14itd-la~; Ow l'f'/orm in the OU"'fcmt j the lOM at­
tendant onrefnrmiTl9 the cU'/'''':¥1cy, awl calliJlg 'in all tlte MjYI'cciat!Jd 
coin.ag ; with the flum necossary for paying up tll arl'eM'S.(If 
the Irregulars, and the pivil officials) cannot Lut anloun.t to a largo 
bllm. Much of tbis pressure. no doubt, is but temporary; 'still 
in the exhausted stat. or. the treasory, it iR with tho greatest dif­
ficu1ty tha~ the Dm'bal' can meet its dcmandF!.+ 

8. « The rev'nue .'s(>ttlernen t, i mpidlJ progrcs$!ing. 
"l1he difl'c.'J'Cnce l)otwoen tbo real and nomiua1 reveuuo will, 

proh:~l)ly, 'ho little 1 ])1111 a fourth; and jrcYJ'ft tlu form,.,. m'Ul(t 
aguin b$ ,ldudeJl he I'6ducfiuns ort fltP.lltlilll/l.tlry 8dtl.t.1/~mtt. 'fue 

• 'paper •• Puftja1ilJ:1S49, })p. 22. 22,24. t IOU., P.r. 56,67. 
t Ibid., !p. 98. 
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!'9villg r"OIll th (10 r 'd exp I e of lrultJagetncnt frill ~:If 
to mef't, the ls"t not){] dcHcitlocy"; but still the income 'will f~ fir 
inevitably fall short of the ,xpc,nditurc."* ' oa.,., 

On January 31st, 1 4 ; he reports some further reduc­
tions in tho CUfltoms duties. 

(( In the Custom~ I have reduced the duties on dned fruits and 
o~her art.icles, from five rupees per maund to. tmf'o rupees: on 
t'llk, from forty to twemy-foul' rupees; on English coarse C&lico~s 
from thirty (,0 twenty rnpeeR; and on !lugar from two rupees t~ 
ono rupee per maund."t 

All these measures received the Governor-General's ap­
proyal and confirmation. They were Tlot HO favourably 
yiewcd by the ouncil of Regency, hut no oppnsition wns 
ut terupt.ed, or would have bl"'en IJerrnjtted. Thf' Resident 
makes the following remarks in u de-''Patch to Lord Dal­
llllusie of April 6th, 1 48. 

C( The settlement was, of course, most 8ummnry, and its details 
have ) et fo be fillod up. ] ts working must be most carefully 
wutcbt?d. 'fhe Durbnr was a,er6e to its introduction, but yielded, 
as they always do; and contented them:.elves, with the exception 
of Hajah Doena Nath, wIth standmg aloof from its execution; 
lca,-ing the whole matter to the Uesident and his A .. sistants. 

"Hajah Deenl~ :Nath r-;ees the financial embarrassment of the 
State, llnd fecb,; that the mortl we interfero with details, especially 
whcre the revenue j" concerned, the less will be the Dll1'ba.r's 1'0-

Rponsibility for financial difficult ies and deficiencies." t 
There i no reason to doubt the "'isdom of these revenue 

settlemellts; t.hey prove, however, that the tempoI'ft.l'y 
ttil Llre of tllC PUl~iaub tate to lllt:ct its pecuniary engage­
lIIents was not \yiLful or tl:tithle~; they proye not marely 
tbe ful] knowledge a.nd pttTtieipation of tht' British Govern­
mOll t, in those fiHeal and auministrative changes which 
made immediate solvenoy impos::ri.ble, but its sole l'e::''Ponsi­
bility for those change . 

Yet Lord Dalhousie place the rerrular payment of the 
ubsidy among" the maiu pro"V-isions of the ngreement," 

which "the ikhs" bad" either entirely evaded, or grO$ 1y 
violn,ted."§ Thero w ~ neitbex evasioll nor ".jolation. The 

. only Ctl.1.lS of th tmb 'idy hn.ving fallen into arrears, was, 
that the R ident? in t)-l plenitude of hi powers. had 
thought fit to ]o:-;.-;cn th l"ceip of the State, and t.o w-

III p. 99. t Ibid., Pr>· 104, 105, 
§ [lid .. I' t:-tl. 
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vert the expenditure into other chcuulel. These nnanciOl 
me.a.sure were, doubtle, ) most judicioua. but the were 
entirely the Resident's work, approved by the Governor­
General, r 11lctantly accepted by the Durbar. They were 
of temporary eft"t>ct; and ample a et.s remained availn,ble, 
at. the eud of the war, for the gradual liquidation of all 
possible demands on the part of' tile BriLish Go" emment . 

. Lord Dalhousie totally fails to make out any violation 
of the Treaty again t the Lahore State.-the only specific 
instance he adduces, the non-payment of the bubsidy, being, 
as we have s en, a mere matter of a.cconnt. a circml1stance 
by which the case is not ill the leaRt modified to tle pre­
judice of the ~ tate of Lahore.'" He contriyes to lasten a 
p]anRihJe btigIll< "f perfidy and violation of treaties upon 
the State of Lahore, only hy ringing the ('hullge::! thrvugh 
seveml paragraphs, upon the tenw:;, "the Sikh nation," 
•. the ikhs."" the Sikll pt'ople," and" the Go\"ernment" 
or " State of Labore,"t until a thorough ('onfusiliTl is Ctita­
blishfd. For thes are not cOl1\'ertihlc terll1b. 

\,{hat "the State of Lahore" wu.s. alld whut " the Ga-
• Ternrnent of Lahore" was, duriug the British oecupation 

and management, under the Treaty of Bh3Towal, we 
have just determined. 

:c The Sikh people," aR we have already remarked.:/: i 
not a phrase s}'1l0nymou8 'with" the people of the Punjauh:' 
th great majority of whom took no share in the revolt. 
an felt no sympathy 'with it; while at least 20,000 sub­
ject.s of the Lahore State, enrolled in its service, fou~ht 
on the side of the Government, and assisted in suppressmg 
the rebemon. 

Lord Dalhousie evidently perceived the forensic and 
moral difficulty in the way of annexation, ~reatcd by the 
relation of Guardianship under the Treaty of Bhyrowal, it 

between the two tatcs,-between the infant overeign 
of the Punjaub and the Governor-Geneml of British India. 
H:esaw the necessity of meeting thl\t difficulty SOl!whow. 
He C{)uld not leave it entirely unnoticed. But be did not 
tate it. fully or fairly; and the solution offered in the 

following pMSag~ j/:i quite inadequate. 
• Ant~, II. ~cr). t P(1perl,/!u/tj(fub. 1849. pp. 661, 662. 
t A ilif, 11• H18. 



TIiE PUN.T.A un. 169 

f( It ho. b~JE'n .QhjecLed that tho ~rcsont dyna: ty in the I unjauL 
c(mnot WIth ,JU.stlce be subverted) smce Maha~Jah Dhilleep ingj I ~ 
heing yat a mmor, can hardly be held responslble for tho acts of 
the nation. With deference to those by whom these views have 
1>eon ontertained, I must dissent entirely from the soundness of 
this doctrine.')* 

No such unsound doctrine lay hefore bim. The ol~jec­
tion was not to the subversion of a minor, but to the sub­
version of a \"\Tard hy his Gllard.i.aJL Nor was it merely 
a (luestion of "subverting a dyna.'lty," bllt of subvertino- "­
StelLf', protected and adrni.nistered, nnciH Treaty, by the 
BritiHh Government. I have already ~hown that Lord 
Va Ihollsie hurt no right t() Hpeak of tilt: acts of the rebels, 
either us "the acts of the nation," or uf ·'the State of 
l..allo1e. lOt 

Lord Dalhousie went on to arg'ue that this imamn:;YT '-- 0 ._J 

i:tl"e doctrine.- the incspow,\ibility of a minor Sovereign, 
--had "been di. regarded heretntore, in practice, and di8-
legarded in the ca, 'e of the Maharajah Dhnleep Sing bim­
,,('If." He continues thulS :-

" \'\'hen, in 18·:I..j, the Khal '/1 army im-aded our territoriec;, the 
~[ahoTajah wus not held to be frt!e fn.Ul l'P"pon'ibihty, nor was 
lw t,xclllpted from tl1(~ con"('q nooces of hI!:! peoplo's acts. On the 
\'l .rt,trar.\', tho Gon~rnm('nt of India cunfismted to itself the fiche t 
pronllces of the MahaMtjah" kingdom, and was applauded forthe 
moderation which hud pXllctcd 110 more. 

" ]i'urthermore, the Maharajah haling bl>en made to pay ,the 
penalty vf tilO past otfPlI(' s of hi" people, dUf) warning waa given 
him t.hat he would be held, in like ml.mner, re!:lpon iblo for their 
futllre a.ds. The MaharajM, in rl'ply, acknowledging this warn­
ing, suys, ' If in conHequencc of the reCllrrencc of misrnle in my 
GO\'ernment, the peace of the British frontier be disturbed, I 
"hould be held respoll ible for the same. 

tr If the Mflhll.rajah was not exemptEld from responsibility on 
tho pI a of his tender yenl'S, at the fige of eight, he cannot, on 
that plea, be entitled to exemption {i'om a like rosponsibility, now 
that he ia thro ycar~ older/it 

I t is trunge that Lord Dnlhousie should have so com­
Illetcly overlooked the :real diftCrenc .. ~ behveeu 1 ' 46 and 
1 49. The (lUcstion of' ag. was immaterial at both periods. 
Thore was no plea of ~ e.tnption in] 46 when the warning 

t Ante, p. 169. 
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w " gi..-en and acknowledged. h cau e tb Maharajah was 
the reignin~ Prince of an independent Swte. Although 
he was a mmor, his mother, his n (1;r reln,tives, and their 
chos n ad .... isel~ .. were t1lE' (1utual Rulers of the t'}lte. In 
1 49 the a.ctual Ruler of tJle l')t.ate was the British Resident, 
under the Goyernor-Genl'ral" instructions. 

Of course a minor Prince iJ the personal reprc. ent.'1.tive 
of the State, and must t:md or fnII with its fortunes. 
But a L"linor Pri.uce under the tutelage of a powerful 
neighhour. cannot justly be held responsiLle for the acts 
of the nation which his Guardian hM undertaken to bYllide 
and control 

In 1 -16 the Malnu-ajah WM a conquered enemy. In 
1049 the :Maharajah Will) a \Vard; the Briti:-;h GO\ ern­
ment ' .... aR the Gualdi(Ul. Hi.e; motIler, his Datura] Guar­
dian and late Rpgent, was ballished from the Puujaub; 
evcral of his relative,; Imd former mini.-.ters were in pril-loJl 

or exile. The :Maharajah WO~ now clJtirely e_'elUpt fron) 
re..,;;pollsihility. simply he('aus{' all re~pon..,iLility bad been 
atiSurned hy tlle Briti -h Guwrnmcnt. 

From the 16th of Uecembel" 18.J.(). the date of the 
Treaty of Bhyrowal. down t~) tLe 2Hth of March, 18·19. 
when the Proclamation arUJexing thE:" PUl1jaulJ "~d.8 is..,>u ·d, 
the Govemmcnt of Lahore was in strict. u hurdination to 
the Briti. h Goyerrunent; aud its 'ubordination "\Vel!'! ne, PI' 

interrupted, 8uRpended, or reJaxed for a sillgle dny. If, 
indeed, the Govermuent of IallOre could justly have been 
made respon ible for ::my of thf' Ul~t.OWuTt': eV('lJt" of] 84 
and 1 49, 'ir Fred rick Currie, the ltesiJcnt, must have 
been the nrbi person indicted, for be WaN th absolute 
head of t at Govennnent. This is a fair reductio ad 
all urdum of iltat sopbistical and fallaciouR rhetoric, by 
whicb Lord DalhoUl,;ie confounded" the ikhs,"" the SikJl 
n.ation," Hthe people (If the PUDjauh," lithe Lahore GOVOl1l­
ment," ana "the State of Lahore," as if they weI' ayno­
!lymou und co-exten. ive tenus, with the olJject of ju!:!tify­
ing the :violation of Treaties, and the evasiOll of a sacred 
duty . . 

Lord Dalhousie's mo ivcs, as ayowecl by himself. :L()r 
bandoning the office of Guardian, I1nd th Hohle work of 

roswring ·ordul· and ·elf·gov 'tmncnt, to the Puujmlh State, 
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when so much prorrreRs had already heen secured, were 
not of the highest. order. To me thE'yappear mor-illy low) 
political1y hort-SlghtP.d, nd .altogether unworthy of a 
weat and generou nation, claiwinff to play the part of 
T mperial InRtructor and Exemplar to India and the E t. 
He argued that if our Government contu1U€>d to maintain 
"the Sikh nation as an independent t 'tate," and institued 
fl reformed administration hy "a larger measme of British 
control," .. we should hay nIl the Jabour, all the anxiet T, 

alJ the re:.ponl'ibility, which w(tuld at'k'l.ch to the tcn;tories 
if they were actually made our O'YTl; wLile we ~hould not 
I'l'aft the corre:-;polJcling uencfit . of increase flf revenue and 
acknowledged po .. ~e ~ion.' · · 

That la-1our, anxiety. and rcsponsihility we had undct"-
1..1 kt.'Jl; illO!'!e benefits, - irna.~illftry enou~h, u,,; we now 
know.- we had foregone by the Tn'My of ''\ A . 
tu "u larger we:lI-mre of British toutrnl," there could be no 
Ial'gt.:r m-cmmre thUll tItr, ... ·" ulllimited power, " in e\'ery 
dl'jtartuHmt. 'which we held un(ltr that Ir ··tty. and whir.h 
tl lt' He:-idellt Lad nl'ver cea. ed t,o eXll"t'isf~. 

()lJ tlle other hfllld. Lord Dalhou .. "iie b::; ·}'\·oo. "the re­
"( '!lUeS are very considerahle ill the Hg~regate. A large 
prup<'liiou has. hitherto, been dircrled from the pubiic 
trea."ury in ja.ghjr~ to the 'hid". A cUllsidE'mble amcJlmt 
(,f revenue will now be rt' overed from the confiscation of 
th(· jaghirc:-. of those who have been eng'a~ed in hostilities 
agailJt;t U~. "t He ha; "no h sitatioll in expr Rsing a COll­

fiucnt belief that the Punjaub ;t,'ill, at Ill) eli,tant time, be 
Hot only a secure, hut a prontaLl . IXJs.'ession."~ 

"At no di t< nt time,"-hefore Lord D; lhousie's toUt' of 
office e 'pir d.-thi "confident b lief' was ,.ihYJlaliy con­
Lradict.ed. 

In additi()u to this delusive hop' of profit, and the dire 
to evad· < burden orne oblig-ati n, Lord Dalhousie [Jleg 
a re!!al"d fM'" If-dett~uc ,"'and "the f;(!Urity of our own 
tcmt )ries,". S 'omp lling us "to n::linqui. h the policy which 
would ma.intH.in the indep udene of the • ikh nation in 
the Punjauh." 

"There never will b peace in the Punjaub:' he ~ 

PfJp"I, Ptmjt .... b, 1 9, Pl'. 662. 6ti3. 
t 11M., p. 666. 

t Ihid., p. 664. 
§ 16W.., 'P. 661. 



rt 0 1 11fT' it p >op]e are allowed to retaiu the m up and 
, the opp~rt unity of' making war. There never ('an be now 

any guarantv f'or the trallquillit of India, tmtil e shall 
lIa: re effected the entire supjection of the Sikb p opIe, and 
de.:-tl\1yed it~ power as an independent nation."· 

TIle &'Ulle equivoc.al use of the terms. "t11e Sikh people" 
or "nation." and «the people of the Punjallh," is employed 
herc: as throughout this de patch. The people of the 
Punjaub in general were not ho" tile. as Lord Dalhousie 
~k.nowledged. t The Sikh army and the turbulent por­
tion of the Sikh people. had heen effec-tllill1y suluect~d, 
and depriyed of the llleans of making wa.r. Reduced in 
Dumbers, subdued to orderly disciplinE'. the Sildl army 
ne't'J" could haye regained ita insolent pr€'-eminence in the 
State. as the emhodied repreHenwtiYe of the Sikh religion 
and COlIlmonweahh,-tlle KIHu~·\H. Punth. Aud its con­
spicuous humiliation wa.., sure to Opelt.lte in a Y(!l)' whoJe­
SOIDe manner upon the :;:'ikh population, not only in the 
PUl1jaub, l)ut throughout ,il'hind, the Jl1l1undhur Doah, 
and the feudatory Dtete, on 'both sjdeR of the Slltlej. 

Depl1.yed of aD supremacy and influence over many of 
the e minor State~. whose resourceR "erc nu ..,. transferred 
to the Britibh GOYernment, and proved of material a.sFiist­
ance during the campaign of 1 4~, weakened by the los~ 
of JullUl1dhnr and Cc.tShmere.--the fornler ill our po seB­
sion, the latter placed OIl her flank as a jealous rival,-the 
Punjaub State, e\-en if freed from the British occupation, 
could hardly be colJsidered il.ldependent after the Treaties 
of 1 46. Certainly her ind(~pel1dence was 110t of such a 
character as to afford rea.sonable groundB of apprehension 
for "the tf"d:uquillity of India," or for "the security of our 
own territories." Lord Hardinge had taken good care of 
ili~ t 

By Artic1e II, III, and IV, of the Tre.'tty of the 9th ' 
of March, 1846, the Maharajah Dlmleer Siug renounced 
for hiu16elf, his heirs and succec ~ors, "al claim to, 01' con­
nection Vl-ith the tenitorie to the south. of' the ~ . utl d, ' 
and hetween the ri vert) Sutled and BcaH, (the J ulhmdliul' 
Doah, ceded to the British Gov rrunent; and a.ll'lo g'.l.ve 
up Cal;;lnnerc and the HilI Countries, del igued to form a 

t if Iitt', }t. Ifl8. 
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Principality for Rajah Gola.b Ring. By Article YII, the 
"Regular Army of th· Lahore State" was "henceforth 
limited to twenty-five B tk1.1ions of Infantry, and 12,000 
Cavalry," and this force was never to be increased without 
the express permlRsion of the British Government. By 
Article IX the control of the rivers Beas, Sutlej, and 
I ndus, in re poet to toll and ferries, ,'as t<J rebt with the 
British Government. By article X, Brit ish troops, due 
notice being given, w ro to he allowed to pass through the 
Lllbore terdtorics. By Article XI, DO European or Am€­
rj(~ was to be taken into the .emcl" of the PUlljalJb 
fitate without the permis ion of the J?riti.t:.h Government. 
By Articles XII and XUI ·'the independent Sovereignty" 
ot Rajah Golab Ring was recogniBed, and any disp~te or 
diff'erencf' between him and the Lahore State was to be 
l'dprred to thp, Britibh Go y!:'rnm en t, '" hose decision :V~'3 
to be finnl. By Article XIV no territorial acquisitions 
were> henceforth tu be made " without the concurrence of 
the British Govemmcnt."· 

The "independence" stipulated in this Treaty for Rajah 
Clubb Sing. tribllt.ary and feudatory of the British Goyern­
ment, signifies, of courne, merely independence of Lahore. 
This is all in tance of the lOOl:;elie~ , and want of precic;ion 
with which the tenn "independent" and "independence" 
have been used in ollr Indian Treatie~ and State papers, 
~Illd by 11U one more frequently than Lord Dalliousie. But 
even if the meaning of the term" independence," which he 
applies to "the Sikh nation," be contined to that freedom 
of iIltcmal adminilitration which wa to be restored to the 
Pnnjaub at the end of the Maharajall' minority, there ce1'­
taiuly was nothing in the prospect to alarm a Bl'itish 
state man. 

Lord Dalhou, ie, in fact, could not ha e constructed his 
speoious case of 'self,de~'nce" against the dangerous "in­
deptmrlenoe" of the Punj ub 'tate,-he c01.llclnot eyen have 
dec i Ted him elf on the uhj ct,-if he had not employed 
that mit>lcading formula, ·'the independence of the Sikh 
n. tioll.)} 

'I'll) Sild, uatil)fi,- if Il s ct call be called a nation,-

if p(Jp~~, t11f; lott HQ8tilititA, 1846. pp. 119, 101 : and Cr;lltction 0/ T'f'tfJM, 
Calelltta (LnntlvlI, Lon8'lli&ll & Co.,) vol. ii, pp 2t.l. ~ml. 
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neither constitute the population of the Punjaub, nor is 
confined to the Punjau b. It was not the Sikh l'eligioll, 
nor the Sikh nationality within the Punjaub, that rendered 
the es1:...'Lblishment of a strong and orderly Goyernment in 
that country so difficult, but the large floating population 
of recently disbanded soldiers, and their favourite leaders, 
belonging to the dominant ect, and accustomed to political 
upremacy. The organisation of the Sikh army was not 

thoroughly broken up; the defeated Khalsa had not for­
gotten their old habits, nor lost their old hopes. .All that 
they wanted was that second lesson, which we had pro­
mised to administer, if necessary. 

The pacification of the Punjaub after 1849, is not in the 
least eXjJlill.l1eu oy its becoming a British Proyil1ce, but by 
the simple fact that tIl€' Sikhs had been well beaten, and 
that they knew it. "Whatever doubt may have been left 
on their minds after the campaign of 1846, was now ef­
fectually dispelled. They could not contend against the 
British Government. They had been made to lay down 
their arms; they had lost all their guns; their proudest 
and most tmsted Chieftaills were all discomfited; their 
saints and prophets were all discredited; their union was 
dissolved. They had been defeated without disgrace; a 
great deal of fanatical nonsense had probably been knocked 
out of them; and, by all accounts, they bore no pa.rticular 
grudge against us for the lesson we had taught them. 

There is, in fact, no reason to doubt that the Punjaub 
would have been as peaceful and friendly lmder a Native 
Prince during the last nineteen years, as the States of 
N epaul and Gwalior have been, the former for £fty years 
since its last defeat, the latter for twenty-four years since 
its final subjection to the British Government. 

The N epaulese, anim.ated by a long career of conquest, 
and with an overweening confidence in their own power 
and resources, ma.de war upon us in 1814. Their suocesses 
against our troops in the first campaign, induced them to 
protract the contest for nearly two years; but they were 
taught the errbr of trusting in the inaccessibility of their 
mountain fastnesses, and their Envoy was compelled to 
present on his knees at the British General's Durbar,· the 

• Prinsei8 Marquis 0/ llaat-inga' ~d1nini8t.,.(ttion, (Allen, 182r.), vol. i, p. 205. 
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Treaty of peace ratified by the Maharajah, giv:ing up all 
the poin~ in ~spu~e, a;nd ceding a large tr~. of teIT~tory. 
Since thIS humiliatIOn ill March, 1 16, a BntIsh Resident 
has been constantly at the capital of N epaul; that Govern­
Wtmt has maintained the most amicable relations with us; 
and in 1857-8 a force of 20,000 Goorkhas, commanded by 
the Prime Minister and Commander-in-Chief, Maharajah 
Jlmg Bahadoor, cooperated 'with Lord Clyde's anny in 
fiuppressing the rebellion in Oude. 

The military operations of 1 43 in the territories of 
Maharajah Scindil:l, of Gwalior, had for their pretext and 
ohject the coercion of a turbulent and unmanageable army, 
Ul~Jecei:lsarily large for the pUlposes of the Native State, 
and massed so as to threaten our frontier near the im­
p0ftant' city of Agra. Two battles were fought; the de­
feated ,trmy was .disbanded, and reorganised on a limited 
sc .. de l.U1dcr a new and more stringent Treaty. Since that 
time the State of Gwalior has given no grOlmd of complaint; 
(Jnd in the crisis of 1857, Maharajah Scindia and his minis­
ten~, though placed in the vOItex of insurrection, sur­
rounded by mutinous and clamorous troops, "raised, paid, 
diHci)JliJ.1ed, and" (recently) "eomrnanded by British officers," 
i.n the style which, in Lord Dalhousie's opinion, could alone 
make mttive troops safe ;*-contri \'ed to render most valu­
nhle services to the British Govel11ll1.ent. 
. Every historical analogy, every contemporaneous event~ 

all the probabilities of the case, indicate that the Sikhs, 
wJder the reformed Government of Maharajah Dhuleep 
Siug, would have been as proud and as eager to cooperate 
with British troops in 1 57, as were the Sikhs under the 
Sikh Rajahs of Puttiala, Jheend, N abha, and K uppoor­
thulla, as were the troops of the Rajah of Cashmere, or the 
:N epaulese under J ung Bahadoor. Delhi was the accursed 
city of the Mogul, the centre of Ml.lssulman arrogance, the 
place of martyrdom of the great Sikh prophets, and de­
v:oted by their predictions to the vengeance of their dis­
Clples. Animated by these traditional animosities, with 
the hope of phmder, and "the old scorn for the Poorbeah 
Sepoy,"t the Sikhs rallied to our banner in the newly raised 

if. Papers, Punjaub, 184!-1, p. 662. 
t Trotter', Ui8t0f'!/ 0/ India/rom 1844 to 1862, vol. ii, p. 70. 
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PUl\lnubee Regiments, and pressed towards Delhi wi.th 
' confidence and good will. But these notorious induce­
ment, would have operated with double fOl'ce under the 
rule of their ovm Rajah. As it is, the extensive re-employ­
ment of the Punjaubees in 1 57, their share in tJ.le glory 
and plunder of Delhi and Lucknow, lmquestionably revived 
much of t,heir soldierly self-respect., but with it, b:v all ao­
C01.mO, somewhat of a bitt.er sense of Lheir inadequate 
military rewards, and of t.heir degradation as a race,­
feelings that are by no means conduciye to abject and con­
tented submission. 

Lord Dalhousie argued, that "warlike in character. and 
long accustomed to conquest, the Sikhs must. of necessity, 
dete~t the Bliti"h ~s their conquerors."· But if the ad­
llllnistration of the Punjaub dmillg the Rajah's minority, 
had been continued, there would haH! been no "COll­

querors" to detest. I t was Lord Dalhow3ie who, by a 
,;oJation of the Treaty. converted our protectiYe occupation 
into no-called conque, t. If the Treaty had llOt been 
violated, the defeated iJlSurgents would huye been simply 
a vanquished party in the State, and, 3.'5 1 belieye, finally 
Tanquished. No humiliation 'would have fallen on the 
1\1aharajah, upon the Board (If Regency, or upon the Sir­
dars, their followers, and the troops, who had 81JPPCllioo 
the constituted authorities. And'even for the vanquished 
party,-=-the f~matieallower class of Sikhs.- if the Punjau1 
State had lJeen maintained, the participation of its army in 
the military exploits of the British Govenlluent, would 
have taken Dut all the btillg of defeat iu the pride of a 
common .ictory. 

The fact is that the Government of the PUlljaub, so long 
as there was a regular Government, never han tLe least 
inclination to go to war with llS. The State of Lahore, 
throughout the time of its grea.test pride and prosperity, 
under Runjeet Sing, had reluaincd on the be._t terms with 
the Britis~ Governme~t. Even after t]~e great ~lallarajah's 
death, umlds the excltement of our disasters III Aflghan­
istan, and the u~rations to retrieve them and withdraw 
our troops, arnica bie relations were preserved for several 
y 1'8, until i\vhat Lord H ardingecorrectly descriLed as 

• l'aptr'l P~njaub, V~49, p. M2. 
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"a derno~ratjc reV'olntion";"" threw all the power of the 
State into the hands of the anuy. The military P1UlCh -
yuts used their power in a manner that was IOost oftEmsive 
imd alarming to all ailllercnts of Runjeet Sing's dynasty. • 
They "ilSsued their orders, under the designation belonging 
to the Sikh sect, hefoT Runjeet Sing becam a monarch, 
"\~iz. :-the KhaL'a Punth, (Kbalsujee-ka Punth),,-the 
Company of the Elect. "They fMmally assumed the Go­
wJ'T)went, and sent letters bemillg their seal, inscribed 
ll)f'rcly \\';'th the name of God, to a n local ·officers. military 
ll'ac/cl's, and memberf:! of tIle Durhar, requiring their pre­
St'llce and obedience."t The PriuGes. the mini,ters, the 
JI'Jllles. even the Rnperinr officer,.; (,f the army, all who had 
~Ill."i.hillg to Jose , were on the Hide of peace with us, and 
('!"lJocl order within their \)"W1) frcllltjPJ'. It was so in 1845, 
and C'fjnn Uy, or more so. in 1 ::-J~). • 

,y(, Jun-e seell hm\ lOllf!', lUlfllw,\ stontly, Rajah Shere 
~il"l~ re:-;isted the gl'C)wiug iJIJjJnl:-;e. -with what reluct..'1uce, 
1I!Hkr what ~n i1llperative stlllllU(llls, amid what confusion 
<llld de:-lpair, he at last yieldt.d. A.lld, after all, he alone, 
(Jut of tILe eight 1eading' Sinlar" of t11(~ Pllqjanb, selected 
til iiwm the Couneil ufHegetlc.\', h,ok part in the insurrec­
tillll,-alld then, nut a:'! a ynlnntary participator in the 
CIIl1ll11011 muse, but closely tot1(..:lterl by ;-;pt'cial motives of 
personal honour, and the Oriental 8t'n:;c of implicit filial 
\ Iht'(lil'llce. 

M :my of the Sil'rurs \yithstood for a long time eve1'Y 
inl'cntiYe to robelJion, and wpre at la.-..;t dmgged or forced 
illto it lly tlll' !:401diery who RtllTOlUld~d them. The anny 
"Was, in tact, the sole ohstacle to be overcome before a 
reiCllTlled aud self-sust.aining Government could be estab­
;::-;hed in the Ptrujaub. "C'nder our protective manage­
ment,·-v.ith or without a econd strugg~e,-that ob tade 
would have been overcome. The reorganisation of the 
army, and pacification of the Sikhs and other warlike 
tribes, were merely matters of -time. The int.ervals of the 
Rajah's minorit. ~wou.ld probably have b en snfficientiy 
long. The negotiatorB of th . Tll~, ty of Bh ~rowll.l certainly 
contempl"ted the pos~ibilit of {l. s(lC(lud struggle. LOl-o. 
Hardingfl and Sir H llt!y IJ[twrcuce were prepated it, it . 

.. PrrjJtT$ tAt Lf'k lfu lfi(~$. l8·Hi p. 6. 't f6id., . • 
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thouah they did not expect it; and but for a, strilllgc BUC~ 
cessi~n of n\ishaps and errors of judgment, I firmly beliov 
the second strugglf' would ha,e' been a,,'oidecl In either 
cru;e, whether the second struggle was unavoidable, \,;,hether 
it was proYuked or aggravated by our Rhortcommgs or 
faults, ·WE:' ought t.o have borne the brunt of it without 
complaining. 

The spirit, th(> habits. the traditional pride of the old 
Khnlsa troop" in the ranks of the local army, and iu the 
diBtrict chiefly inhabited by tbe Sikhs, were the UllTIlly 
e1ement'3 we had 1mdertaken to (,ill'b and coerce. It was 
our duty to c<1l1quer those unruly element"!; but having 
done so, we had no ri~ht to say. 3b Lord Dalhousie did, 
that ·we hud " wuquered" the territories llllder our tutelage. 
That wa."! not a cnnqllest.- it wn.C;; n brf'n.ch of trust.. ",Ve 
a ... wed om'seh-es to the utmost, twd tu the last moment. 
of our 3.d\'autageom; pORition ai, tIw eiyi1 and military 
administrators of the Plll1jau1J: we held it,s RtrollglwloF.!, 
and dispo"'led (If all its re . ."ources. inducting :!O,UOO soldier 
recruited from its population; we diRa.rmecllllallY wan'ring 
and dou1Jt£UJ opponents 1,y appealing to their eonsel"vatiYe 
interests and loyal sentiment,,_ and d.isavowing hostility 
to their Bonreign and ili::>tituti(HlS ;- all thi!:) we were 
authorised aHd bound to do, with the 'object, of quelling 
the llisurrectiuD, 1Jut not with the ()~ieet of violating the 
Treaties, as soon a,"l the <.:risif:> W<lt- over, by turning our 
occupation lllto possession. 

The re n1t.., of that ill·advlRC'u aN]ui.",itio1J up to the 
present time, l:)e 'Dl to me to ]1l1ve been of 11 lllixeu charn.c­
ter,-absolutely injurious und ex.hausting to the British 
Erupirf>, rdatively belJeficial in some respect. prejudicial 
in others, to the people of the Punjaub.,- but I call per­
ceive no advantage,. material or moral, that has been 
gained by any person or class, that could not have been 
more fully and efIi::ctually coufcrred and secured, without 
annexation than wit.h it. 

Lord Dalhoasje 01ject.ed, that "hesitation on OlU' part 
w(}uld he r ttributed, nut to fC1rbearance, but to fear; it 
wO~lld he reCT'dtded, not as the result of' a magnanimous 
P9UCY, 'but as the e"idence of a pusillanimous spirit:'· 

* J>4NrI, Punjatlo, 1849, p. {l(;1. 
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This is a most frivolous and unstateamanlike objeetion. 
Magnanimity after 8uooeS8 never presents the appearance 
of fear, and is not in the least liable to be mistaken for it. 
AJl India was thoroughly impressed vlith the complete· 
subiection of'the Sikh army. There were manifold means 
av~;i1able for making that subjection, and the 8ubmiSdion 
of tl18 entire people, a visible object to the whole Peninsula. 
and for tUITlillg it to the honour and credit of the Imperial 
Power. Accordinet to the Oriental ideas the greatest 
Sovereign is he 'who can make Princes, and who has the 
largest number of Princes tmder his command and protec­
tioll. Lord Dalhousie might have gaiued the hearts of 
Plill(~C8 !1.nd people by a plain statement of what had been 
(lnlle, and ,,-hat it wa.s intellded to do in the Punjaub. 
11lstNld of dOlJJg so. he violated Treaties, abused a sacred 
tnlHt. threw away the grandest opportunity ever offered to 
tll8 Briti!;h Government, of planting solid and vital refonn 
np to Lhe northern limit.'3 of India, and by an acquisition 
as nnjust as it was imprudent. entailed a heavy burden 
upon the Erupjr~ . That, I believe, will be the verdict of 
pOBterity and hiHtory, npon the tran&'l.ctions which have 
j llBt passed tmder our review . 

• 
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ANNEXATION, ITA AUTHOH:; AKD APOLOGIST~. 

BOTH the Dukl:' of ArQ"yll and Rir Charles Jaekson cern 
desirous of impre~ing '-t'wn :--onwwhat ill-a .. ,sorted notions 
upon their readen;.-firt-;tl: .. that a delib<...ratc pO]lc:r of 
gradually ahorhing all the 1\atin: States bas always heen 
the wise. t I otic}' fur the British Governnwnt of Illdia. and 
\\j}l C{luliuue to be su fur tIle fllil1l'e: seeo])(llv, that Lord 
Dalhousie. clid llot form :Ill,'· suc-h del iht'ra tl" PC)JiC)". They 
tell us th .. lt "hc' (li not (\yi!,!'ll1ate the doctrine of 'lap" ;' 
that he did not - extend it :~' t1wt "I. nne (',1' the ulllwXL'cl 
§t.-1't.es siil1p]y "lapse;l by 0l;eratiou (If law;" and that tht; 
Gun~rnor-Gen{'ral eunld not thnm" ~)'wn~' "a golden oppor­
tunity ;.,. while ill the 1O(l5t notable ill..;t:lllCe (If all. dwt of 
Qude.he "deprecated allllexat iou.·' and" is not responsible" 
for it.t 

\Vith the all ged scruple" and mibgivings (If the chief 
agent in thps~ teLTitu}']al a.cquis]tioll~, a11d tlwiT h"gal and 

;MCitiental char(lcter,-lllave already dealt.t J "hall ou]y 
add here that it_L"i quite true tbut Lord ValJ,uufiie did uQt 
l'orjginateJhe. dg9trillc of laJ1bC;" but by his engel' unu U11-
que8tioDing adhesion to that doctrine with its yi!-lionary 
a,1'ray of precedcut: , which a fhir alld candid illquiry wonld 
ha'\'e immediately dispelled. he illjtdr it, his 9W11, and gave 
it pr'<wticaJ efficaSY. ., 1'h d()(,:trine ofjaptle" was originated 
by "Orne Begg-4-,and B.omhay_Qivili.alls, and nrat applied 
to a ~ ovcreign Stat "1th whjch a Treaty of perpetual 
alli.ance existed, hr the late fr ~;.. P. 'Villongh~) then a 
~ {ember of CouDell at Bombay, ill the matter of the> at­
tam suooession. me years ago I remarked, "Mr. J. P. 
\Villougb hy wa the rool parent of Anne ation; Lord 
Dalhousie '11'3, only its nursing father."§ fJut that cannot 

• 
flo ..4 Virll/if(.lti(}n. Pl>. ·n, 42. t Allte, }" Mi. 
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r{pse'·~,o;;acrue Jyfrectiv' pro' t bu ~·jtlmtl D poJicy 
of ~tUllr.xatioD a('c 'pted hy the • 'uprelue (iuvernrnent i' 
would never have b 'en applied. 

Thc' DlIke (If ArgyJl denies that there ever wag "a policy 
l,f allnexation!' at all ;- and Sir Charlel) JackiIDn dect re; 
t 11at. jf there ever "vas Rud) a pflliry, hy the time Lon 
Valllollsie left India, no reignlng Pliuct.: remained who had 
tl11Y reaSOD to dread it, except the H~ljah of :\1ysure. 

(( 'rbcn it is suggested thut all the Princes of India were 
nlnrnwcl by these annexation", and feared dl() application of tho 
d .. driu(' oft lapse' to their own RUCCCl'f;innf'; hut the truth is that 
tk doetrine W(1!'l cllpable of a very lillll~:J application amoJlg 
l'rill( 'C's. Lord Dalhousie r('p('at.efUy declared that it was appli­
c:i1Jll' to dependent ~tatos only. 

" [ an not belime thut 01](' indrpendLnt ~o,'ereign was alarmed 
1,y thl'se lapses of terl1 tory , hilt If there WIl:" :.ucb a Sovereign, 
hi~ f('rrr was most unreasf>11able. and mig-lIt hllye been removed 
1))' tl'll miIluie"l' conyer~.'ltioll with HI(' Hf''iidl:nt at his Court, 01" a 
l",'l'l'PlJ('C' to Calcuttu. Hut the rang-e of thi" snppo:;ed dread wa 
~till lllore limited, for the ductrillL', r. 'c!ulnng the consent of the 
Uriti~h Goverument t,' udoptlOlls hy ,le{ll'udl'nt Soyereign , is in­
:I]'pli!'ul.ln to lho~e of the }fllllOmed:m fiith, and it was LOl'd Dal-
1I 'lIsi,,'S fato to gatbpl' in TI('urly the wholt.' erop of depend"nt 
~I indon t erritolieH. 1 believo that ~fy::.ore VI a" the only one remain­
lllt\" al tIl(' e\os(' of his Ilclminj"trution."t 

I 1'lwll take the Ia .. .,;t hHl ''It:''ntellC't's tir.·t.-both becau. e, 
jf they held g()tld, they would, ir:deed. eounlle within YelY 
JHllToW hlll1?ds tllP alarm .an~ ~,idy lllOOll~ na~ive Princes 
nt the ~p cutl plvces of reJcdmg adopted hen " and he­
('anst' tbey present n, strallO'C example of the incompetence, 
;Ultl want of preparation fur the hu:-;ine's he 113.'\ taken in 
bud, betrayed by Sir Charles Ja<;kHon, as soon as he 
walltler~ ii'om the pmticular Blne Book'l, on which he and 
the l>nko of Al'O'yll would have l'V Y on~ pin their f~ ith. 
Yet theJ'c at Bin Boole ill . istellc ,,-not to ;ay " .ho01-
bookb,-that mi rht haye ;'avcd ir CharI \ J ckson from 
the en-or in (PIC, t.ion. He, ayfi that I .. ord Dalhou. ie 
,. g~tthCl'\'U in ne "ly the whol cr lp ot dependen 11 indfJo 
tcnitol'il'. ," a HI ht~lie\ ~ th,lt .. 1, sore WHS the ouly one 
l'Crnaiuillg at th clv ti nrll;iniotmtion,' There are 

• Ina;" ncler l)'{ll.() !.tit «IW C.lIllli/l.!1t 111'. 4, 5, 16, 
t A l'ill4jc:uioH, ". $:1. 



182 CHAPTER II. 

literally more than a huudnd dependent Hindoo States' 
• 1 ft. t exclude from consideration tbose Princes or Cluef- . 

tains who ouly po es what is called "second class juriS­
diction,"-of ,,-hoIl) there are at least another hUlldre,d,~ 
and refer to t.ho e who maintain n. militn,r1 force, and .have 
th power of life and death w"ithin theil' O'V11 dominions. 

Though 1 cannot udrnit that there is any" indepen­
dent" Hindoo Prince within the geographical limits of 
India, e_ ('ept the Mahar'3Jah of N epaul, I sllall exclude, 
for the present; the gre.ater Princes of Raj pootan a, the 
RajallS Scindia of G walior, Holkar of Indore, and others, 
the extent of whose territorie , and t1H'ir internal auto­
nomy, may haye led Sir Charles J aekst)n to suppose that 
they did not corne under the head of "dependent Sovc-. " reIgn: . 

Jvrr. J. C. M"a rl'hm un. mentioned severa] times in Sir · 
Wjllihlu Sleeman's letter::; as the writer of "rabid articles" 
in the Frit!wl of india, in fannll' of the absorption of 
native State", ill' bas reC'ently published a HiBiofY of India, 
in which he nBturally tak~s up the defence of Lord Dal­
housie's administration. He, likewise, tricf> til deprecate 
censure on the unjuFlt restrictions of the HilJdoo law of 
inh ritance, by contracting tlwir I"5rbcre, but he iEl les/'! 
v3.0<TU.e than Sir C1:uules Ja,cksolJ , and deyiates into a de­
cid d misrepresentation. 

Cl It appears to be forgotten that the application of this law of 
sU(l.{'cssion was confined to extremely narrow limitH. It did not 
affect any of the Mahomedan Prince~ of India; and the Court of 
Du'ectors and Lord Dalliou ie explicitly declared that it Wilt; appli­
cable exclusively to those subordinate and dependent Principalities 
which had been created by the (spontaneous generosity' of the 
British Government, and not to any of the independent Sovereigns. 
It was, in fact, 1'e tricted to the States of :Mysol'e, Sattara, Nag­
pore, and Jhansi, and po<>sibly to one or two others of minor 
acconnt.Ht 

Tbis statement is utterly inaccumte. N either the Oourt 
of Directors not Lord Dalhousie ev r made any such de­
claration. The pretended preroga6ve of r jecting adopt ·d 
heirs Wal extended hy Lord Dalhousie, in l:t pas a.ge which 
I I all" quote t full lenbrth a. little further on, to the 

• 
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• "States ' which recognise formally the supremacy of the 
British Government,"· a formula which would include 
. every Native State in ~ndia, with the exception of three or 
four. . 

Sir Oharles Jackson, who has "been ill India," does "not 
believe that one independent Sovereign was alarmed by 
these lapses of territory." I.et us hear the opinions of sorne 
per~onf'l whom he would himself allow to have had better 
opportunities than himself of judging. 

General ~ir .19hn, Low,-the last surviving pupilan.d 
Assistant of Sir John Malcolm, who "p~sed mOl:e th~ 
t.hirty of. th,LIPQ.sj; ~ct.i.ve_yt:Jq,.l'S_ Qf his Lie amQng flative 
}Jri.uces and their .~upjects,-tells us tlint "the confidelloo 
(If our I!.,ajiive allies was a good deal shaken 'i?y th~i­
ntioll. o( Sattara -r1 -ana- fliifrt 'rouseo'.fuelings ofd).tco~tent 
and ala.r.m throughout .. ¥al~~_ agel RajP?otana, where he 
was at that time Agent to the Go'\"emor-General.t And 
~ir Frederick Cunie, Resident and Councillor under Lord 
l>alho118ie'8Go~=ernment, aDd now in the Council of India, 
ill bis Dissent from the despatch of 1864 on the Mysore 
queBtion, rema.rks :-"The deci..,ioll in the Sattarn case, 
,dtatever its merits may be, .!mdoubtedly ca;n~ed s~e 
alld alarm throughout the JengtIiaJld"preadtfi of1ndii':":!: 

The Duke of Argyll is strdXlgely unwilling to give Lord 
1 )alhonsi~ the full credit of the policy which he defends 
<lnd upholds . . 

({ It is indeed true that the annexation of the Punjaul> proved 
to be the first§ of a series of annexations. 'What is noli true is 
l)]'e(:i~eJ)T that which is most commonly believed, viz,> that thill 
was the result of a policy p1'6concei-;-cd and deliberately pll~ued. 
No policy was) or could be formed} applicable to the very different 
circumstances which, in these various C£L::l6S, terminated in a l~{) 
resulL."1I 

If for "policy/' the Duke of Argyll 'Would substitute dIe 
word, "process/' in the last 'enience, his st.<:ttement would 
be quite con-ect. ~he policy:was the ~e thro~hout; 
the process was vaned according to the different, Cll'Cum­
stances of eu.ch case. Te have just seen Sir Oharles Jack~ 

• 
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on, aft r a~~mmillg that Lord D.llhoHsie hn.d cleared off all 
le "dependent" Prillces~ except Mysore, [mel &:Ltisfying 

himself th~t no "independent." 8overciE,rn could hu,\e been 
alonned at tlJ(' clearmhe, ohseITiug that .• tbe range of the 
.upposed dread was sti.ll mCll'e limited. for Hle doctri.ne," 
of lapse, "i8 inapplil'flb]~' to those of the ~1ahomed<ln fhitlJ." 
}fr. 1\Iar~hmrul makes the Rame oh~(>ryation. It is quite 
true that the custom of adoption, tlHlllgh recohl'niscd in 
their law, is not a binding duty upon MalwmcclnnR, does 
not f01111 the es~en0e of their ilJheritanee, does not t'xclmle 
collaterals. and thu~ did lIut niter the COTl,(:lUtmt handle 
for L(lrd Dalhousie':" op.:ratioll::; amnn~ l\Iu.<.;snllll:Ul, tlmt it 
did tUmlllg Hindou b.mi]il'.... But lw surelY extended 
"the rnngi' (It' tIll' SUPIIOK\:d urmu" 41lit~ suiticielltly by 
llis tr<>ntment. of t1.(: 1\llls'iuhnall Killg of Olldt" the 
Niza.m. Amet'l' Ali ::\1 urad , :tlHl tLt:'. ~ 3\y,1 11 (If tht' Cal'llatit:. 
He howed that the de I('t]'ilJ(~ of' ,( Iap~('" was not tIle only 
weapoll in hil" annu11l'Y. ~1lJd tlJat he ('(Juld vary hi ... p}'nct"':>:-:l 
Hc.cording to cir('mll:-:t~11H:eR. The pdli('y ,",'as uVO\Y('dIy the 
same in every case; the l'reh'xt nImH varied. 

The poliey \Yct.8 (:pre~V.llcci\j:!d and dt:liuemt.eIy pnrs\...1..esl:' 
and i., c1ear]v cnfJuglJ [lIlIHltlllCed ill Lord Dulholl;;ie',..; own 
words, p~nne<! l\jthi!~ si~ ll1()l1tJ~s of his 2rri\~a] i.n IndiJ., 
and quoted hy the Uuke of ArgyU. 

H It was in the discu;;<;ion of tlw f.,attnl'u qU('lItioI'\ that Lord 
Dalhousie r(;corded hi~ di",~ent f,'om the Juetriul~Hppn.nmtly im­
plied though Dot tlil'eelly as!-crH·d "lly Sir Oe(tr~c Clerk-that the 
maint.enance of native Governmontl'! in the lUiL1st of OlU' own do­
minion:, was in itbelf politic and advantageous :-

U There may be couilict of opinion (he 1>:1Y") as to the advan. 
tagt! or propriet:~ of extending OTlr already vast pO~f;essious bcyond 
their present limits. No man can depl'Hcate mOTC than 1 do a.ny 
cA'ient>ion of the ff'ODtiers of OUl' tcrritory which C&D be avoided, 
or which may not become iudigpel1Rably necessary for cOD::;idcl'a.. 
tion$ of our own safety lind of the maintenanco of the tranquillity 
of our own J'}'(.·vinces. But 1 cannot conceive it pORsihlc for any 
one to dii"pnto the oliey of tuking adnmtago of every just op­
portunity: which. IIr' £;'l1ts itself for conl'lolirlating tho t.Ol'ritorios 
wliic all'endy belong to us, by takiug possC,-;Rlon of States whi(:jl 
JOfly lapse ill the mid l of them; for thus gettIng rid of those 
petty intervening' lriuc:ipalitics w11ich may ho made a. lIlCo.ns of 
r-nuoynnoo, tut wl.ti<:h esu lleVCf1 I ventlll'O to t,hink, he a source of 
stl'l.'lIgtll; 1!E' tHlrlill,g to tlJe h .. sourc.1'; ( of thtlNPUw.i6 4·CJ).8~ ; and 

~.... ~ ... 
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for extending t,hu, uniform application of our system of govern­
ment to t.hose whoso bost iuterests, we sincerely believo, will te 
promoted thereby."'" 

"TLis," the Duke adds, "is the ?lfOl'f!st approaoh in anY' 
of Lord Dnlhousie's 'lfvritingR to the adyocacy of 'a policy 
of annexation.'" In a subst'ctllent part of the Essay h :says 
tbat this passage was quoted, "u.s containing the bl'Off,d&l;t 
(/s.~('J'{ioJl of his principle. 'It 

The Duke is quite "'Tong in fnIpposing this to be either 
,·the nearest approach," .or ,'the lJrC)culeMt aRsertion,"to be 
fiqllJd ill Lord DaJhousie's writings, though it i near 
t'lli l\lgh a1ld hro~~d enough t~, prove [J ddiberate policy df 
"g,C'tting lid of intervening Principalities," and is by no 
1llt';1ll~ lilllited III the manner Mr. Marshman pretends, to 
t ]w:,;e (If (lUI' own creation, "The nean""t approach" 8.lJ.d 
.. rl ii' broacleot a.-;scrtioll" will be t:nmd in two short para­
~j';q)h:-. (::!~ and :30) irmnpdiately pn.r:eding and follo"'\,,·ing 
tlwt om: (:2~1) ",hich the Duke lw'i E'xtraded. Here they 
aJ'l' : -

"~8. In likE' 1IlIlnnCI', whilE' 1 wnn1,1 not seek to lay down any 
irdlexilJll' l'ult> with resp('ct to fttlopti,m, I hol,l that UI~all oC*:JUioJ'11 
wlIlI'!: h. ;1'.' titdurul +wdJ Ji~i.ll.1}t(. tJ::ui.i.uJ'Y ~1«).1l /;..: )IW·./'" tu lal'u,t 
"1/./ «(.I'II-dim/. 1:ilwuld, n,d l,c jW;'n,itt"J, excepting in those cases in 
,,11 ieh SliInP st1'Oug' political r('l\son may renuer it expedient to de­
FlIt frum l"i.~ !I"IlI'raT rul". 

e< :30. Sueh is the Yflt,raZ 1'1"1.il·/1"". that, in my humble opinion, 
<IliUM ttl :/Ilidl th,· 'O'ntiucll!f' tit,· Briti,'" Out'. /'I1lli.cnl in its di.~pot;al 
,~( 11I'11..,},('III1(>nl Slllie .• , where there hus beon total tailure of all 
Ilt'in; what<.;oever, or where pel'IUi t;iOIl is a~ked to continue, by 
aLiPjltion, n 8occPsslon which fails in the natllrolline!'§ 

III tlH::He two paragraphs Lord Dalhousie advise that 
the doctrine of "laPt;C," in cleiault of a lineal male de:"cend­
alit, glmJl be con idered a' "(l .lJenel'u/ j>l'iliciple," to be &1J­

pDeu ('0'11 all occw;ious," "ilt "u: dispo·,d of iwlepen<lerlt 
:)tutes." 

Sir Charles .Jackson thinks it unfortunate, that "in one 
0.1' the In st important pa, sa,1'J'es" (ofthi:; Minute 'the word 
'llluependE:nt' nppCa,l'R mstet~ of' • depemlent/ ,. and declares 

• Indi<Hltl.!ier D~UlOllkie al~d r-or.1l.ing, 'fl. 21. t Tbirl., p. 39. 

h
t '.' Made (0 lapso,"-thll qwutt·tIj;(.mce of arbitrary CI)UfiiK'U.tiou lies in that 
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that "the whole argument of the Minuie requires that it 
should be' depelldent. "'*' The word "independent" ap­
pears in inlportant p:1ssa.ges of that paper, not once only, 
but th1'ee times.t In one of these (para. 32) the word could 
not be altered into" dependent" without destroying the 
argmnent, such as jt is. The Governor-General argues 
that "the territories" (of Satt..'1,ra,) "are interposed between 
the two principal military statjons in the Presidency of 
Bombay; and are at least calculated, in the hands of an 
independent Sovereign, to form an obstacle to safe com­
munication and combined military movement.":!: The ar­
gument. is worthless, as was immediately pointed out by 
General Sir John Littler, one of the Supreme Councillors, 
but if the plvlJer word, " dependent," had been used, the 
absurdity of supposing tbe little subordinate State of Sat­
tara to be a military" ohstacle," ·would have been trans­
p:mmtly obrious. "Independent" sounded like something 
formjdable, and, therefore, jt suited Lord Dalhousie's rhe­
toric,al 'PlU1Jose to employ it. In the other pasHages of 
this Minute, and elsewhere, however, he seems to nse the 
word as if it were sjllonymous with "separate." His 
phraseology is frequently yague and equivocal.§ 

But Sir Charles Jackson, who believes that "the whole 
crop" of dependent States, except Mysore, was gathered 
in bv Lord Dalhousie, does "not believe that one inde­
pendent Sovereign was alarmed" at the l1arvest. He uses 
the tenns "dependent" and "independent," as loosely and 
indeterminate~y as Lord Dalhousie (lid; and J can only 
guess that he would designat.e as "independent," those 
Hindoo Princes who ba,ve. the largest telTltories and re­
venues. If so, it will be easy to show, firstly, that Scindia 
aIJiLRo~~t:, the two most important Hindoo Prin'Ces out 
of Rajpootana, .. ~r~ dir~t!y threat~~~d 93 th~_ ~' do~trin~ 
of ).a;pse -:' econdly, ~b.at...:th~y wel:.e iJ:ltensely alarmed y 
~a£tis:al r~~ult~ duri~g Lord DaThousie's fe~. . - - _ . 

In his Minute on the Sattara Succession, Mr. (afterwards 

'* A TTindication". 83. 
t l?a.ragraphs 1. 30, and 32). Sattara Papers, 1849, pp. 80, 82. 
t Paragraph ~2, ibid., p. Ra. . 
§ 'fhiij reqllil'e8 no alteration. but I must admit that I have found l1umerotu, 

im;tanees scattt~red through Indian state'papers, in which others, besides Lord 
Dalhol.L';;ie, IUlC the WOX'll "indeJ,endent" as if it 111eallt "separate." 
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Sir) J. P. Willoughby dwells upon (C the social evils re­
sulting from adoptions," and especially the bad effects of a 
long minority,-never giving the least thought to the per­
fect opportunity thereby atlorded for the effectual reform 
of a Native State by British agency and influence. The 
following ominous passage occurs here :-

({ A more striking exemplification of the evils alJove referred to 
is afforded by the dissensiolls in the family of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 
On tho death of this Chief) his widow, her Highness ~ Baiza 
Da,ee" adopted a son) and continued to exercise regal puwers for 
f.;UlJ1e years) until at last a struggle for the supremacy occurred 
bctwpen them) terminating in 183:.3 in the adopted son being pro­
claimod Sovereign) his mother being obliged to seek an asylum 
ill British territory. This Cbief dying on February 7th) 1843) 
l/lwthe1' al7optiorL was allolced) * and the political evils resulting 
tlJl'refrom) and a violent collision with the British Government) 
tcnninating in war and bloodshed, are of too recent an occurrence 
to l'C'quire to be dwelt upon. Theso aro strong facts in support 
(If those who are of opinion that the annoyance by adoptions of 
f'o\ercign and territorial rights) ought in the present stata of 
] nelia to be discouraged as much a,: possible) and that all fair 
lapses should be annexed to the Briti.ih Empiro, when no absolute 
right will thereby be violateu. The existence of so many Sove­
reignties and Chief~hips) intersperseu with our own territory, is 
in many wa)::l inimicul to good government) and to the welfare and 
pl'o::iperity of tho people; and if this i" ullmitteu) it follows that) 
on every fair occasioll) their number ought to be diminished."t 

I commend this decisiye 8l1d summary avowal of a 
general policy of annexation to the attention of l\1r. 
Marshman, who has very recently. in reply to stricture 
on his History, declaJ:ed once more that the doctrine of 
"lapse" "referred to the;snbordinate States' of My ore, 
created by Lord Wellesley, to Sattara, N ~opore, and 
Jhunsie, which o"\yed their existence or restoration to Lord. 
Hastings, a.nd to Sum bllipore ; and to no others/' and that 
the ~ Sir John Willoughby was "the QTeat patr.on of 
~ ative Princes,') ana: "@e of the :q)Q.s.t 'Strenuous advocates 
o!, thei,r rights."+ I particularly cOllllllend to bis attentien 
the fact that in Mr. Willoughby's .i\.finute the gl'eat PrilJ­
cipality of Gwalior, in the po"ssession of the Scindia family, 

.. 'l'hat of the reignin/o! 'i\1a.hamjah, J yajce Rao cindia.-E. B. 
'caiIL! . .c!i'q/iers l~W.l!llJQ. 'lL 

~ Lett;»' in th~ne/.Card Nrr,il, Fl'rruary 6th, 18GB. 



CllAPTER VIl. 

i:s declared to be one of those Hindoo States in \-"bleh all 
adoption lllJ.li'lt be "allowed" by the British Govel'llmcnt, 
before it hecomes yalid for a succession; and regret is ex­
presRed thut an adoption wa so "alloWE'd" ill 184:3. It 
is recol1lmellded that this H illmoyance" should he dis­
oolwtged for tJle futmc, and tLat ~'ill fair lapses should 
be anllexed." 

TIm the • .tate of Ow-aEnr. and the dyna'tv of Seindia, 
are menaced \\ith extinction on the first" fayot;rable oppor­
tuuity. Mr. "Tillnughhy's Minute was called by Lord 
Dalhousie "n text-lH)ok on adoptionb," amI ~ir (harles 
Jackson informs Ho that "he was ill the hahit of l"efening 
to it, \yhcll similar qnl'stioDS r:mbsequently <ll'OSl'."*' 

And other people. there can be no doubt, wen" in tllO 
h bit of referrin'g to it. Hear Lord Canllillg on that. 
point. 

"It must not be :'UPJlJSl,a that j,PC8U"'l' thL''''e d()('IlIlwnt", arC' 
pnbli hed in BluL' Book/:; unu in Bngli:,.h, they !U'C' beyond the 
knowledge of ~ati,(> Court". They art', on the t"untrar;", Rought 
for and studied by those who~e dC'on'st pro"pe('t~ tht'y 80 c1o!-ocly 
atfect. It is not many month& ~mce 1 ,,-as infurmed, iI.'" the Go­
,crnor-General's Agent iu Centmllmlia, that a J\atinl Cuurt had 
rec~i,ed from England the Parliamentary Papers on Dhal' bE'fore 
they ha.d reached my own hnnd."t 

In the Ratta.ra, Jha.ll::li, and Nagpore Blue Bouks. SClndia, 
HaIkal', and other HUldoo Prillcc,<;, \Hillid hu,'c found 
abundan('e of Inatter lHotl:' alarmulg t.han anythillg we ha.ye 
yet qU0tt~d. !~.!:-\\J.llollglll)y -.Jyas le~<; eautiUlll:' in his 
IJ£lguage thanLord..D<Alho~ie, but the B~ugUJ T"iyiliulli 
ill the Supreme Council were more outspoken than either 
of them. Tbe following extract i'l D'om a Minute on the 
Sattara questiJn by :Mr. F. Millett :-

(( The intersection of our territories by many nativo States, 
interferes with mea!'1ures of general itnprov'mont. I believe it 
to be for the lJcst interests of the people that ollr dirrof I1dmin;i­
.sfratiult slluuld gradually exf(]ll,l its(dj 01;('1' the whole rount,,!! cum· 
Jlrisd 'within tlw botlnd.~ of BriltJih'1J1dia."t -- , 

And thi is the oJ>inion of Mr. J. A, Dorin on the OCC{L-

,810D of Na,h'1'ore heillg anllexe~l:- . 

• A_T'inJicariQ"/l., ]I. 12. 
J'aragraph 7 of tho Ado]>tio'l J)espatch of A}Jril 30th, 1860. 

t !::.att1lr{1 "''lJl?'t"lI, 1849, 1). 5, 



ANNEXATION, ITS AUTIIOM AND AP01(J<HST . 

(( So far as we can foro~:ee the Illtimate d~stiny of this great 
Empire, its entire posse. sion must infallibly be consohdated in 
the hands of Gron.t Britain. rrhoroughly believing in thi~ ais- . 
Jlensa60n of Providenco, I canmt coincide in any view which 
shall bave for its object the maintpDance of lJative rule against 
the progress of eventil which throws inrlisputed power int.o Ollr 

possession/'* 

In addition to the teRtimony of Sir J{)lm Low 
and Sir Frederick Cunie, as to tl;e disc(J~tent and alan-n: 
aUlon&, om alli!?~, '"'tt'thr9ngl1011t 'tJ1e lcnf..,rth a;ld breadth ot' 
Illdiu., - hesides the' ollviou':! certaint,; that the successive 
,. lapRcs" of Sattara, .Jbam:;i. and Nagpon, the contents of 
tlll' Blue Bonks, and the rumours ubout Hajpootana. mURt 
lwn.: terrified Scilldia . and. ({ fortiori his ~weaker neighbour, 
Hlllkar.·-we have the pOHiti'v-e evidence of Lord Canniug, 
t1J1' Goyernor-General, aucl of ColOIwl Macpher::;on, the 
I{csioent at Gwalior in 1857, th~Ia11arajah Scindia, in 
(".lmIDOll with other" Hill(:l\)ll Prin(;es~ Wtl:" iii ~~ ~tat:e.Qf:gr at_ 
;Ill :-;:idy Quthf Fill hject of the But'cessloll ill hil:l family. 

111 the "\yeU-k1lOwll AdnJJtiol' De!'pf'l.tch , of the 30th of 
April, 1f.60, Lord Ca1111 tllg, ;lft<'r alludillg to the "haze of 
d'lll1)t and mitrtlst in the mintl of each Chief a,., to the 
]>(Iliq which tIlP Government will apply to his own State 
in tlle event of his leaying no natural heir til the throne," 
H;tYS:-

" It is to this alone that I can attril.ute the extraordinary satis­
faction with which my assurance to ~cindia that the (}o,ernment 
wQula HOO with pleasure his adorn on of a SllCCeStlOr if lineal hf1irs 
shuuld Thil, ancrnlllt it \\:a'A tUG de~iI'e of the Paramount Power 
illat his Rons(-I should be perpetuated alld flourish, was aCC'epted 
lJY those attached to his Court, to the extent that at Gwalior tho 
llews was received with rejoicings very like that which would havo 
111al'ked the birth of an heir. 

(C To the same cause I ascribe the mauifo t plea me of tho 
:M!!e;l1t~h of Rowuh, when (.\ like assurance wns given to him. 
lio said to me l1iat his family hall been in Rewah for eleven hun­
dred years, and tha.t my words bud dispelled an ill-wind that had 
long been blowing upon him." 

Can anyone doubt what tJHl.t "ill-wind" was? Sil· 
Frederick Currie, t when n roer:hbcl' of Lord: Dalhousie'l:i 

• Papera, R(1iah of BliNn, 18M, p. !l8. 
t No\\' Il 1\'f(,llll>('I"of f.h Seoret.1ry of State's Council of India. 



~ .. ,1/1. l .m ~1.yJ~ d' 'C of fllJ-

1 • 11 t .1 " ~ . JIt~: r ·~u k., hI' 
refu -ill!! to rol [)PllL tID dfJ}JiwJJ, 'wluQ J 111' IOV J'DO/:­

Gen ~J"ar!o' AgeJlt. ;\ h'w dny," Ohl1'{, tlw H~dHIJ: dllflth llud 
been de ih"<i to di~c(luntellallce, - btl t \\'hjclJ .. I1en~1't11ele, ''it 
took place. The Adopt.ed OIl, a.'S 11 ual, was ('s. distant 
relati\e of the late ~fuluut\ja, and a lineaJ deRccndnnt from 
the fuuHder (If the Kernwlte Raj. "t Had Lllrd DaUwmlle 
heel1 permitted to he~ri.n niblJling at the 8t'ltes of Haj­
pootana.-had the deen:c of conn 'cntinn gOlle forth.­
feeling •. of de8pair :Lnd hatred wOl.ud haTe hcpn roused, 
which might haye incaJcuJahl, enhanced our djfficuJtiL':; in 
1 ~57. Fortunately Sir .John Low and Sir Hemy Lawrence 
were Ruccesslw]J' Agents to the Ooycrnor-neneral in Raj­
pootana during the two yeaJ'f:i of rnl-'pense. ThC'ir powei-fnl 
representations ga..-e great weight to Sir Frederick CU1Tie's 
nppo ition; and these {~ff(\li,H were supplemented at home 
by the India Hefnrm Associatiun, recently established Hnd 
a.ctiyelyat ",ark. lUlder the guidance of Mr. John Dickin­
son, :Mr. Henry beynwur. M.P .. and the lamE'llted Mr. J. 
F. B. Blackett, then M. P. for :\ ewc<L.stlc. A threatened 
motion in the House of Commons turned the scale,! and 
secured a majority of tIle Cuurt of DirectnJ'F> against the 
propo ed inroad on tIle ancient States of Hajl'ootana. 

Mr. Kaye justly relllarks that" Sir Fronel'ick Currie's 
finute on the Kerowlee qu tion is :m ndmirable st:"te­

paper-accUI"dte in it,; fiwts, c ear in it. logic, and unex­
ceptionable in it'3 political morality."§ Tt if; all that, and 

• 10llCh more. If car fnlly exarniut:d, it, will be found to go 
to the very root of "the doctrine of IfJpse," and to lllark 

, an epoch after which Lord DalllOusie call ha.ve no longer 
remained under any delusion on that subject. 

The Kerow]ee discussion tonk place in 181)2 : it followod 
the annexation of Sa.ttara, but preceded those of Jhansi 
and N agpore. ir Frederick Cun-ie had left for the time 
his seat m Council, to act as Resident iu the Punjaub, 
when the Sat-tara Raj was almexed, and, therefore, took no 
part in that debate. Considering, as we may presume, the 

.. Kt'fc{ndu Paper,. 185&. p. 7. 
1: Q:",q,rt~l!l }ltvian, 1858, p. 269, 
§ }{ilftory oftht Sf'l'o:! War, vol, i, p. H:l, (note). 

t J7;id.~ p. 11 . 



(( I will admit thnt, tho gencrnllnw and ('u~tom of India do, 
mnall" reqUlrC' tho recognition of the PlJrAmount Power the 
adopt{(lll of an heir to 11 uflpcndent OJ' prot ('ted Principality j but 
"0 du Ihe law (lnd cU,I,lor,1 t(''juirl tho SOlllt' TlCr"!lllifion fo lite ~uc­
r( ·" "illil (If (I Ita.il/ral heir j 011'/ 11111/. /lo t ld"/'(Jrftllll {J11mif II at 0,0 
8"r't me Pu/l'''' ix more NJ/I/lle/entlo 1(: t!t/wld if I> rero9uition (If the 
(It/. IJtrl1l of fltt "fhr}'."* ~ , 

TIle "recognition Ublwlh rCfplil'ed." ill Sir Frederi~k 
Curric's npiuion, is Ihcre1y tll,Lt l'l'g'1 tla ti\'.-' If'co:.,rnitioll, "t~ r 
t111 pl1rpn~e of a.vertillg' (lL"~ell~j\llJs and b](I()d~hed,"t which 
~il' HeflrgL C']('rk admitted ilJ tlll' ~Hta)'(j qne::;tion, ann 
\ hidl IH.lh of tiH':;c t:'minl'nt lllt"lJ tlf'dart:' cannot be with­
]ll·ld, Both of tllem a):. .. o prOTlllllDee "an adopted heir to 
;-;t.ulld in e.x:H'tly t.he ballll:' rt'latioll a~ a Iwtlll'al heir.":I: 

:\0 nne ('an doubt that Sir Frt>cieriL'k Curril:', having said 
Sd IIIlH'h in his recorde(l l\Iinut (" llln~t have !'pukeu much 
wore dearly alld fhlly to Lurd Dfllllvu.,ie in verbal COll­

"lIlt-ttioll. ile lllUl:It have tillOW'J) t11(, t;~)\"ernor-Genenu the 
Il()llt>mity uf the imag-illary "1<1" llml CU8wm of India," 
with its pretended litit \If precl·uelltt'l. upon which the 
extillction of the Battant 'ate W'<I'::' f'(mnded. He can­
~j " t have HHaeked th~ ~ 'prosed hw and precedents 
III ~Uly other wily than that ill which [ ha,e attacked 
theUl, hy dellying their e.·i~tell('e,~ Their exi:stence is a 
ltlUth:r of fad, nut of opiniun. Challenged to produce 
i.llOst· precedent , Lord D(111lOU~ie must. have fiillen back 
11)01) 1\1r. \Yilloughby's Minute. the ,·text-book on adop­
,LIons," and it D1ust have been brought home to him that 
Its confident assertion., upon. which he had relied,-in 
good faith, b'tt with culp hIe carelessn ,-wel'e utterly 
unfouncl~d. 

And we find that the Goyernor-Gen ml does not base 
his 'proposal to annex Kerowle~ on "the ordinary a.nd in- . 
vanable practice" of the ( Sovereign >. t.at.e " as he had done 

• KrrotlllM I'dPfl'a, 1 i)5, p, 11. t .dfitt, p. 1 
t &tuura P'JfItN-t J 9, vp. 6$, 6-1. ~ nU, pp. 9 to • 



" 1 ... 

If III J m 1 I J ( I ill h· iilf...' 
of j, F 00 I'i k "um, to it .. lw iWflI uwrittT law'}HI 
eu om of India .. " ','(;n in H 'I 11/ Minute 'itt m ill 
r pl.: toO Ul;tt (It lli eon gll '. ht' ~ay6 ~-

« fl>T t'Ou"idt"riug (he ~rglllucnts of I'ir Prc,lcrick Currie, I 
,.till think That the right is clear of withholding confirmntioll, 
fOUlldvd ttpM #t.· .tOfisioll 0/ th~· lJ(ll/or/raUI' Cmirl ill 18J·O."t 

The conchv ion ,,('ems lwrdly ayoidahJt> till t nfV.!r the 
31?t of August,,} .>2, tIll" dat· (If • ir Frederjc - ClU'ri //'1 

Minut. Lord Dalhousie 101l,t have been w('l1 aware thHt. 
"t11e do~ne 2.fl!11)~' did nqt r~st on nny ordilJary IIl'ae­
t~.o!..i .rnt;Ulilriallaw. 1m soll:}ly on tha.t..yerdic of. Hie 
HOllourabl Court in tb Snttara case, whidl had been 
ch"i""l orth hv hi~ OWll hrustv wi 'direction. The K erowl 
ca'3t' fix. the 'time, nfter \yh~ch, if Lord DallJllw.;ie l'ufol'ecd 
against an.- Hindoo Stute the hha111 prerllgatiw ofr~je<.:ting 
an adopted heir: he t;innC:'d agi:lulf't kllov.lcdge. And ht! 
did so, Sir Fredei'ick Currie'R nl'po:-,itioD terminated by 

. hi,' return t.o England, and the ductrine of "lapRe" was 
applied to the fi'iendl} and faithful sta 8 Ilf .Jhansi :wd 
N flb'Pol'e ill 1",) 4. .. 

« But," oh, er\'l~S ~1r. Kaye, referring to tl1\.' Harrow e.'cape 
of Ker wlee, "it is nut tu he "mppo. d that bCe:lllHE: no 
wrong was done at last, no injm'y w. ~ don by the delay. 
Puhlic rumonr<£ct:bglliscl-:i llO Secret De]l(trtlllent. It was 
wcll-kn&\'ru at eve-9' llatiYe Court, in eypry llaWve hazar, 
that the British GovenJwent 'eI'e <lihcUb"ing the poliGY 
of annexing or not allIlexing Ke}'o\ lee." 

"J;hc.:RaW !J Princes lOl>L tlleit' contic1eIlce)~ the gQQdJaith of 
tb B", 'o"'~rnment. K owlee had been spured, they 
~cal'cely knew bo}V; me were fain to attrihute it to tho wetl­
kn justice nd h )cr liLy of Henry £aWI'ence, liut the "ame 
moaur t" might n~t bo di~pJ(lyed again; there woro childless 
men arnong~them; anel from that j,imo fI, 1'0 tlcss uneu,,) fee1iug 
()(I lW' el'>sion of them~ au no ,{nan felt 8U1'O tJlJ\.t bil:l li{1us~ 
QuId 'not r16ri h with him. I t wall not strang@, inue d t.hat R, 

year Of two uft J"W31'ds there houlu hav~.:becn in circulation all 
~J\'er tJIU cou 11''y Q,lllmou.a port t the £ft'ct thu.t...tlW:pOliC; uf 
Lord lDalhol1$ had {!v.ontull.lly 'm:nphc.d, and HUll. thA gl'ndlloL 
(l.bbOl:ptiOD ~f' all We ltajpoot • 'tate, had lJt>€'ll fliillctioned by thu 
Rome Govornmcnt."t 

.. /:i(1t(.ara p(lrer~, IH4~. p. 82. t Kerowlt Papm. 1M!!, J" 15. 
t 'l'J,e &P<'J/. W"r. .1. i. I'p. 96, !l7, 


