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R9Dett inm'ouming,(:towned with ashes, 
\'!yfgh;t.ensltrou~ed, India weeps, 
~ls'bestQrm, the lightning Basbes, 

~till t'h .. _t;nn h,. .. (l1 .. ~"'· "le~):ls.. 

1Il1S:-s1Iecries-this bluer tempest, 
Has this Q'uei.night no end, 

M~st pain ev.er rack this sad breast, 
Will nOQe save me, none befriend? 

Onee I 'reigne/the Orient's empress 
th IXltegloty of that past !

CrdWlted ,vith learning, science, gJjldn .... ~
Woe is:me !too bright to. last ; 

And araund me, he~ven-as~ring, 
Myriad brave ~on'l.dauntleiS trod, 

Bo\\'ingh~adand hear,t to nothing 
But their country and their God .• 

Crownless, nl\W" forlorn 1'111 weeplbg, 
Dust and ashes an my meed,. 

Sluggard sons ignobly sleeping 
In u[ciugh o( sel6.~h greed. 

-Oh heaven! Are h(}pe and justice dead, 
Shalla new day wakeI\ never? 

Ah children llihall your mother p1t'ld, 
J.>le;1dvalnly, thu~ for ev.er? 

Weep no m,ore 1 A Star is gleaming 
• .b1 the~earlillg eastern skies, 

An1!thy sons,long $pelt.bound dreaming. 
;}l~r. at la,$.t.thf~Jl A.1USE ! . 

,reeppe:mote.myl~e.myglOq, 
.... W~_more ~ lntlther-land,1 

~eetbycblldre~ raily'1OUnd thee 
at:a.rt tohel\"tanil,h~a inhatid 
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T is now many year::; '>1nce the more clMghtened and adv,lllc, 
~16~ cd thin~cr., of the Indian community began to re,dize 

that, excellent a'l wa., Bnti~h r u It! ar.d greatly a", til some 
'-£fleets, it excclleu any lIative m.e of whIch they had 
any recent expericnce, it had yet, a" a whole. failed to 
adapt it'lelf sufficIcntly to local condition'). I niti.lled in 
pa<;t times in a wi<;e and symp,lttwtic "pirit, and origJJ1illly 

pla<;tic in the hanc/q or rulers who identlfi"d them~elve~ to a m,lrked 
dcgl ee with their people (whose good will a Ill; ,upport the 
~tlove above all thing, to secure apd retain, and who~e dj~plc,I'IIIC 
and dictru~t .hey fedfed to incur), it h ld become, a<; it ,>olidlficd ill the 
c()ur~e of ti.ne, a I igld mar I1ll1e, worked by m<'n, for the mC).,t p.lI I 
c.1l"c1e~-; alike of the appl 0\ al and di"ap}lJOval of the country 
thcmselves scalcely les'l of machine o than the aclmini,tratioll 011 

who'iC tread wheel they laboured. it IVa'> not that the thing ~vaL 
de'Il:;lledly, with maltc'.! prepen'lc, con"tructed on ul1'iuit.ible li<le~-' 
on the contralY, in H1C early 'years of it'i devclopment, the wi,c i\lHf 

pludent men who 'lupervi'>cd its g-rowth had endcavoured, '>0 fM.l~ thcil 
I 11 ,'lerfect kl.owlpdfrr. of the circum'>tance'i permitted, to adapt it to loc,l! 
"e(luirell1ents But even their knowledge ~c;l.I"cely p;eLed below tlw 
~L.Il·race, and, a'i time rOlleu on and t;.~ .1ccC'<;<,ity for carryi,lg the p('oplc 
with them gtew le.,~ and les" apparcnt, and European~, (!"Iowing .t)i)re 
nllll1ef,)llS, beg,ll} to con<;ort mOlC l'/fer sc and Ie.,., with Indian,>, alld 
the knowledge of the cu"tom", habit", W,lllti and wi "he ... of the~l' 
ldtter ~ncver v"ry profound) grew more and more ~urerficj,tl, our 
I IIlers gr,ldually 'iub'itituteLl for the oll~inal de..,ire to con..,truct nil 
ldmJlllstration accurately corrC'lj>onliJng with the tradition, and 
In'>tlllct., of the pedple-a determination to evolve a govern Illent in 
"lI'lct accordance Wid! tIKlr olVn conception'> of what wa,> be'>t and 
111')<;t desirable The re;,ult wa., the elaboration of a rigid frame
WOI k ill no way conforming to the moral, ~oci.t1 or intellcctll,d cOlltour 
of the country, [,tiling to take supPl)rt where this would gLtdly h"ve 
been. accC'rded, and becomirl~ ')ppre~sivc and an,noyio::; Ly wcig-hill~ 
heavIly where pressure coulr } III be borne. , 

Some few thinkers, both In'l. ,m and European<;, far ill advance 
of t"eir time, had, as we may now perceive, realized the unhappy 
lO"itioll into which British rule was drifting at a much earlier penuel. 

h.j: the country, a., a whole, was f>till den3e1y ove 1-h~dowed by ignor
ance and superstition. there wa<; nf) inter-communicatiun belween the 
more thoughtful men of different provinces, or even of dlffclcnt 
districts j the majority of the local officers btill ret?incd i I' I their 
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nealin!,!'> \~ith the people some outwal d ~ho\V ,\f lca!>t of that ..,ympathy 
with their subje~s that had con<;titlJted the very essencc of thclr 
predeccs'>ors' policy; and thus, though in tfllth it no longer altogether, 
deserved this, Briti-;h rule still maintaintd it;; traditional hoid ~n the! 
hearts of the people, and though a genel al sense of 11l{llrtse wa'S 
pervading with grolVing intenSity the boJy politic, this wa'> nill, as yet, 
assigned tt> .lny definite source, altf:l wa'> accepted rather a<; a d spensa
tion of Providence (as a bad harve'>t might be) than attllbutcd to it .. 
real cause, the blunder4ng benevolence~f fOleign Ruler'l. . 

t Thus it happen'(d that, when the great military revolt of 1857 
urst upon the bewilaered'country, the people, everywhere, were against 
he rebels. No doubt th't! jail birds and bad characters seized the, to 

them, joyful opportunity of anarchy, to plunder and mUlder, and the)i 
~Iundered and munlered without any ,.eak-minded regard to the race, 
,colour or creed of tlfeit victims; no d~llbt landowners and other ... whQ 
~ad suffered under the ~on system~ of Civil and Revenu~ Law illl-
i)(lsed ignorantl)" on a population to which they were wholly u'l'>uited, 
~ay well-meanfng foreigners who fancied that evclything they importrd 
from their own cou~try mll!>t needs b~ good for ('very Ccountry-po 
;doubt, we ,>ay, that 5uff<r-el <i under these \nel"sttc al'd a1'i~n <;y~tems 
,eized the olca<;ion to nght their grievou'l wrongs, and where d('cree-. 
\holders and auction-purchaseflS were fooli~h enough to demur, dl!>J 
posed somewhat too summanlyof them and the,ir demUl rer.,. But 
none the le~s.wa'l the country, as a whole. on the side of the BritJish 

"Government, and none the less did it pray for iloQd, so far as in it lay, 
I aid the re-establi!ohment of thi~ latter. c l Before ho.w('ver the Mutiny broke, ~e\V deparhtreJ hCl'~ been ta)Jen 
'which could not fail, in their ultimate issue~, to produce a complet,: 
revulsion in publIC feeling. 1\ great and gr<jwing expan,>ion of 
educational adivity, railroads, teleglaphs, cheap postage and a greatly 
enlarged sphere of postal operations, the dev(:lopment of lndian 
newspaper~, a mo<;t unju·.t system of annexation,> or confi€}:ations 
(even to the jewels of noble ladies) for the benefit of tlie Government
al! the<;e and many others !lad been cast, leavenlike, into the great 
bu.,hel, and so it happened that when, after the Mutiny, the immenSE 
increase in the British army, the marked cha.llge(in the treatment. oJ 
Indians by Europeans, the impo,>ition of the hateful income tax 
of the cnmbtous and complicated Criminal and Civil C'odes and Pib· 
cedure Codes and other like specialities of British manufacture, ~om
pelled everyone, high and low, to reconsider the ~ituation (~O far as 
their comparative ignorance permitted) a great change ('in public 
0Rinion was gradually evolved, a~amon~t even those who had 
been most entirely loyal to the.~hglish Government grave doubts 
were felt a'l to whether, after all, the mutineel s had not been Rght, 
and whether in the general interests it ~ould 110t have been bett!}) 
that British ~le·(Jshould have been, once for all, extinguished. 
This, be it undel~tood, wa'l c..amongst the enlightened and 
partially-enlightened members of our community. Amongst the unen
hghtl.. '"lcd, tI}e lnasses, no such doubts were felt-the sentiment that the 
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Government was bad and unjuo;t, that "British rule was alien and' 
oppressive, was accepted almost as an axiom. j 

But t~ere was at that time an influence ii~ work that greatly 
:f;oftened these hostile views, that engendered patience and encouraged 
hope. We have been of late years assured by tile Anglo-Indian Press, 
and evan. by Englishmen claiming to be considered statesmen, that our 
gracious-and beloved Empress' gr.nd ProclamatioJ'l on her assump
tion of the Government of India. has no legal validity, was a mere 
personal expression of good feeling in no waf b,j.nding on the British 
Government under the British cOllstitutional systc4n. Common sense is 
opposed to any such monstrous reading of this most solemn State 
enunciation, but British constitutional la\V is by no means an em
bodiment of common sense, and we are not sufficiently versed in 
constitutional law to say wq,ether this view can be legally maintained. 
But this we can say, that if is fortunate for all parties that this 
dishonourable and desingenuous attempt to evade one .of the most 
explicit and solemn plOmi.,es ever made by any·S~vereign to any 
nation, was not promulgated at any earlier period, -for nothing is 
more certa;" titan that, for many yeaPs, the unopposed continuance of 
British supremacy was due whoJIy al.d .,ol~~ to this Proclamation. 
All classes, enlightened and ignorant, accepted it in good faith, ill 
that same spirit in which we still belteve it to have be!'n given forth ~ 
our dear Sovereign. All classes saw in this enunciation of principles 
a permane.nt and sacred charter of our liberties; all were accustomed 
toothe slow action of great rl.llets; all knew that it took a long while 
for truth to permeate upward,> to mighty monarchs, but all (elt that 
herein lay a crrtain assurance of better time., to come, and though they 
ceased not to chafe at the politic<ll inj u~tice to which they were ~uQJect
«l by the local rulers, and at the painful all-pervad1l1g pi essurc of 
foreign, and to them repu~nant, in"titutions,-all saw in this solemn 
charter a clear ground for the ~Cl tain hope that sooner or later the Great 
Mother would come to realize the 1I1isdct:d~ of her servants and 
make good to u~, in their eutirety, her blessed a~surdnn's of equal 
justice and fl eedom. 

It was solely due to this wise and benevolent Proclamation that, 
for many yea I s, sue and sOler as the hearts of the people grew, 
~o overt and grave discontent endangered the peace of India. 
-jlt time rollocl on, <lnd the situation grew more and more cIitical. 

1""0 changes for the better were made in the administration; on the 
tontr.uy, day by day the gulf seemed to widen betwe.n the rulers 
i nd the \iPled. less and Ie.,s regard to the feeling., of the nation 
\emed to be daily paid, and the most astounding legislative enact
,l1ts were flung forth with a hl;'"tt heart in utter disregard alike .... of 

lnts of the country and the wbhes of the people. 
t last the cup of national endurance anQ patience') seemed 
full. Heaven sen\, us a genius for a V/cewy, who, while 

~anding no respec.t by his ptivate char~cter. was, as a states- I 

unstable as water, rushing from Fuller Minutes tq gagging, tho! 
and at,solutely devoid of that sobriety of tempenment, that 
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111cerity of purpose, which constitute the essential foundations of 
',til true slcltesmansbip. 

Clever, accomplished, the most genial of boon ~mpanions, 
{he most charming of modern minor poers, all with him was 
outside glitter. The most serious State affair!': appeared to be .. in his 
eyes, mere games to be played and won, no matter who ·or what 
lost, for his person~l glorification aRd for the gratification of a vanity, 
whose chief aim, to 1,lse pis own oft-repeated phrase, was j'to make· 
a good splash I" 

But why break a butterfly on the wheel? Suffice it for our 
present purpose to say that his incapacity to realize the conditions 
of the country, his recklec;s desire to glorify his rule and his apnrent 
want of any higher principles by which to test the righteoJsne~s 
of those attractive schemes which h1s feverishly active brain was 
for ever g~llerating"':"his thorough unfitness, in a word, for the 
great office into' which he had been pitchforked,-all but wrecked 
the British Dominion in the East. •. 

( 

Times had greatly changed since the volcanic fires of the 
great Mutiny had blazed out over an unsophisticated and shud
dering population, had flared awhile in crimson horror, had flickered 
and disappeare~. Indian new"'papers were now to be numbered by 
hundreds, and, though few of them possessed a large circulation, 
had in the aggregate millions of readers, and ten" of mil
lions who, through these latter, listened to their messages, Men 
had begun to move to and fro on (he land, and to discotter 
that their own long-hidden feeling.. of d;ssatisfacti~n with t:&e 
Gov'ernment were echoed by the hearts of their fellows in the moslr 
distant villages. The more advanced thinkers, ;;tlike those favour
able and hostile to the continuance pf BI itish rule, had begun to 
draw together. Already some of .these had begun themselves to 
act, or to send out others, as political missionaries to the masse;, 
to convey to these som~ idea of their own rights, "as subjects, and 
of the Government's duties, a,p rulers. Where letters formerly 
passed in thousands they wel'e pa'iSing in millions. Education 
of a sort, stimulated by cheap publications frorb Indian presses, 
books, pamphlets, journals, newspapers, and above all by t~f' 
great, increase of inter-communicatioll in all parts of" the empi. 
had made vast !>tridcs, of which even the material increase o~ 
students in e.chools and colleges afforded no appreciable indica-I 
ti f )J1. Organizations of various kinds, each of hmited e.dent, buJi 
veey rumerous, unacknowledged, of more c)r less doubtful purposr 
were s.lently permeating the country. The people were r('f'lh 
losing all faith ill the Queen's Proclamation, and growing t 
upon it ~s a cruel 1j;aud, and the bitter sense of mjury and in~ 
which had so ft)ng smouldered in their he.;lrts was beginning f" 
to glow ominously brighter. 

Thus hil.d~matters begztIJ to stand when the first "great sp~ 
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was made and !he gigantic and costly farce of the Dchli A<;~~mbtage 
was enacted, while· Famine was tightening tlte rope around the 
throats of ,millions of innocent peasants in Southern Indiil. Thus 
did they actually stand when, a little later, the iniquitous invasion 
of Cabool ar.hieved, the Indian Pless gagged, the cotton duties, one 
of Indra's most important and most legitimate sources of revenue, 
traitorou<;ly abandoned as a Co~erlTative sop to Manchester, and 
Cavagnari massacred, the Government sat trembling (as bankrupt in 
reputation as its own exchequer) upon the Gruw'lbling frdgments of 
a mendacious Budget. • 

Many thought that the time had fame-underground, the 
smothered thunder pTesagcd the coming eruption, and we were 
unquestIOnably nearer to a general uprising than we have ever b('fore 
been since the ever »preading !!Cd ..,hadow fir.;t clouded any portion 
of the patient East Opl:'nly or secretly the country, altll0s.t to a 
man, were against the British Government, and ally, tridiiig addition, 
to the -provocations, under which the people wer(')gnashing theil, 
teeth, might, nay almo'>t certainly would, have eventuated in i\ i 
conflict in which that GovernmQl1t would have found itself ill all1B 
~gainst the entire population. - )-

Do English readers at all realize what this means? Do they at all 
consider how it would be with them and theirs with even 100,0&, 
even 200,000 Bdti"h Troop" and 250 millions against them in rCiI! 
e<1:fnest? They louk back, to 1857 and say with a ~elf-"';lti:,ticd 
smile: "Who got the best of it then? Did we not fight and conquer ?" 
iVnd so they did, and mailY of them like true heroes, but, de'lpite 
tr.eir valour, It wa'; <;olely the fact that the people of the COLI II try were 
,.vith them that rendered th,..ir Sllcces'J posslblc. Had the country 
been against them; not one of thelll- -110, nor one of thc additinndl 
qUdrter of a million of }~llropcan troop" tha!., with FralYce's proffered 
aid, I!hey might possibly have 'iucceeded in landing;n India-would 
have survived the struggle. The br,lVC strong man fight;, through 
the swarm of ilt-conditioned W<l.<;P'i, despite their venemous sting'l, btlt 
the thirty-foot python, stingle.,., though it be, cru~hes hini'to pulp 
in it5 vast flexilc .. folds. Who furni'ihcd cheerfully supplies to every 
little British force, while the mutilleers could get nothing but what 
they seized vl d anms? Who sheltered and comforted every stray 
European, m'an, woman and child, who, c!>caping the mutineers ilnd 
the gangs of blackguards (the Iloxiou'> products of their boasted 
civilization), that throng every Brit~{>h cantonment, found their 
way into 4I.'be mofussil? \v he wa" it who kept European officers 
appri~d of every movement of the rebels, while these latter cOl-Id 
so seldom learn exactly where the British forces were? Who was 
~ that try the nwnber of nearly olle-quarter of a million enlisted 
'P{lin the period of little more than on, year a~\d fought side by 
side with the British il1 a thousand fights dgainsf th'c mad mutinous 
scpays and the swarms of blld1lt<lJII~, dacoits, and other jail birds who 
flocked to join their standtlrds? To all these que!>ti(JI1.::J one an!>wet' 
only is possible-THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 
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No! While we may primarily attribute the comparatively 
rapid suppression find, a little later, entire onliteration d this 
terrible military revolt to the indomitable piuck and notable power 
of organization of the British, high and low, Military and Civil, and 
the grand statesmanship of Lord Canning who, in defiance pf the 
hysterical protests and prayers of the bulk of the official c1a'Ssc!', the 
moment the tide turned set to worK:: ruthlessly to reduce the military 
expenditure by twelve millions sterling per annum, and proclaimed 
all amnesty, every truahfied and impartial historian will have" to 
admit tnat but for the active suppbrt of a large number of Indians 
and the sympathy, no doubt more or less passive, of the rest of 
the population, the British Empire in the East would now, long 
since, have fnded into" a glorious memory of the past." 

It is well to realize this clearly-it is-well to realize the entirel), 
llifferent c~racter of the uprising that threatened us towards the 
close of Lord Lytton's unprincipled administration-well for u.:; all, 
Indians and B.tish, to be thankful that, through Heaven's mercy, this 
terrible trial, for all, was averted~ .. 

It was when mattt't~s were almost: at their worst, when British 
supremacy was scarcely worth six months' purchase, that an hitherto 
unrecognized agency, working for peace and good will amongst men, 
fifst entered the sph,re of practical politics. Scattered throughout 
the land were to be found a few men uf far deeper culture 
and mpre developed moral sense than" the rest of the educatod 
men of the day. These men, united. by community of know
It'dge ~n~ p~U!~~lts! • h_ad ~ been, eyer sin~e the Muti~y, anxiou~y 
walcnmg the fluctuatIOn'> of national feeling and, so far as il1dire,~y 
and anonymously was possible, throwing the entire weight ok 
their influence into the _~£!ll"e Qf ..o.rder. When, however, the crisis 
g"rew to De leany 'acute, they resolved tliat ".l!:>~_Qye!:tl!lea'lures 
should be resorted to in order, if possible, to avert what, to them, 
'lcemed an immediately impending and incalculably disastrous 
calamit¥" • 

Their view of the case was not, sill1ply, that hundreds of thou
sands of Indians would suffer (and, as in tht! ~se of the MutlOY, 
at least half of these absolutely undeservedly even from a Briti.,h 
point of view), not merely that tens of thousands of European3, a 
vast majodty of them good and well-meaning men, would be "~n 
olle red burial blent,". not merely that for many years all progres<;, 
physical, mental, moral, wO\'ild, amid the prevailing anarchy. be 
arrested, and serious retrogression in all lines involved, but~hat even 
when the bitter and prolonged struggle ter'ininated, the after.oconse
quence would be ruinous alike to India, England, and the cause of 
human progress generally. t 

They, and pObibly the! alone, were, at that time, able to estimlte. 
with even approximate accuracy, ,the gigantic forces that then seemed 

c.about to spring into action. Fools prate about holding an empire 
of 250 millions of souls by the bayonet-wise men know that brute 
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fOl'ce is the feeblest bulwark that can be opposed to the sen\imental 
convictions.(just as· often wrong as right) of a s-reat nation. The} 
knew only too well that grievous and prolonged as the struggl( 
might be, that oceans as might be shed of Indian blood, if OIlCe: 

the ('ountry ill its then temper rose, it would never again be pacified 
until, by fair iTieails or foul, the Empire of Great Britain in India had 
been destroyed They knew olaly too well also that India was, as 

• yet, by a full century short of the development l-jhich would enable 
it to stand advantageously on. its own b<2iis; and that out of the 
ashes of the British Phren ix, would arise at first, at any rate, a 
multitude of evil things infinitely more prejudkial to the real pro· 
gress of the country than British rule had c.ver yet, even according 
to its worst enemies, proved itself to be, They knew that the 
forcible and bloody ruptll{e petween England alld India, as the 
result of such a struggle, would reduce the fonner to the level 
of a second-rate pow(;r, and sound for centude~ "perhaps the 
death-knell of the highest hopes of humanity. For, little a'l 
Europeans, as even Engli:.hmen, seem to r~a1i7.e the fact, 
nothing is more certain to<?those sage'!:> in, the Ea<;t who, o;itting 
apart (rom the turmoil of the world, study, pac;'iiolllc'><;, the hi'>tory 
of mankind, tha.n that England, with <111 her faults, with all her 
crimes, has yet becn the foster-mothcr of the exi<;ting liberties of the 
world. Would France, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
Belgium, Germany, Italy, Austria, North America, have been thi" day 
iq, posse<;sion of that degree of freedom (small it may be, in <;orne 
Ga"e..,) that each enjoy .. , ll<ld Great Britain sunk beneath the ocean 
soon after the Norman conquest? From (aye and bcfore) the time 

"When the Barnns wrested the great Charter from J Ohll, large 
sections of the English lJation have ever dOllc battle bravely against 
tyranny in every shapc, and, year Ly year, and age by age, have 
ceascles~ly struggled against autocracy and its brl)(xi. It is to tl',le 
eXrtmrle of the nobler portion of the British natlOll, it is to the 
spirit of freedQm with which their words and works have evcr been 
jn~tinct that the whole world this day m&inly owes such liberty as 
it anywhere enjoys; nay, it is to these that India hcrself'bwes the 
impulse, now stirring at every heart, to ~truggle for freer institutions 
and a less dc~poti<?form of Government, 

Degra~ and humiliate England, reduce her to a minor power, 
a~, despitc all said and done during the last hundred year'>, the 
poison cloud of dcspoti<;rn would roll bfck westwards, over Europe 
at allY rate, leaving it to some future Campbell to sing the sad 
reauiem :..L 

" HOye for a season bade the world farewell," 
" Ana Freedom shrieked when' brave old England' fell." 

But determined as were these men, \Jho a~ost alone realized 
the dread issues at stake, 'to avert, by all possible means, the threat
ened catastrophe, they were far toa.cleeply versed in the inner life oIi 
the nation to fancy, for a single moment that the ~parks that had 
been kindled in so many heart~ could ever asain lk ~xtingltisb('d, 
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or that i{ was possible for mortal man to do better with the flames, 
that must inevitably re<;ult, than direct them in sut:b wise a<; to mini· 
mize their vehemenc'C and utilize their expanding volume for the good 
of the country. Then began they to preach to their most trusted 
friends directly and to the country at large, through innumerable 
indirect channels, the doctrine that expansion must be gl\>en to 
the hitherto repressed and imprison~ national feelings of discon
tent and hatred, anq, that this expansion could only safely take the 
form of overt constttutbnal agitatiQn, no matter how noisy, or even 
at first childish, if only it afforded due vent for those bittel and 
vindictive feelings foredoomed, if still pent down and hidderl, to 
stultify before long the bcightest promises of the coming century. 

On the first day that thi<; doctrine a<;<;umed a concrete alld 
practical form, those se~ds were SOWI1< of which the BENGAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE is one, and not an ignoble, outgrowth. 

" But we anticipate. De<;pite the most strenuou<; efforts (compati-
ble with evading the attention of the then utJ~crupulou5 and 
unprincipled Government) on ~he .part of that liruited' number 
who accepted this n<l.v Gospel, no marked result<; were imme
diately 9,Ptclineu , the !c,well had indeed been hidden, bnt It 
worked but slowly. It may be that, niccly balanced as were then 
the i<?tc;;.ea .... ap.egtjll,g_J.9 _excjte and_ to rcstrain, even the littlt! 

<effected during the lclst fifteen months of Lord Lytton's admini<;
tration con<;tituted the fe,\ther that depre""ed the scale of fate in 
f..wour of oru<'r. But even tho':;e to whom c the movement owed ils 
origin would not pretend to assert th,lt :,uch wa., certainl~ the ca<;e. • 

But whil~t India's be:,t and wisest were thus struggling with 
their utmost energy to santfy the body politic, Wlt/;l scarcely apple
ciable re-,>ult~, l'rovidence, who ever help'> those who help them
selves, came to the re~cue, and the long doubtful and darkling battle 
between good and evil WdS WOIl. 

Lord Ripon came-and aq night mist., before tl}e ri<;ing stln, 
a<; a nightmare at a ft iend'<; ronsing touch, <;0 before his simple, 
manly, tr'ustful honesty, so at hi" kindly sympathetic words, vani:,hed, 
ac; if by magic, the danger that had loomed -'>0 tremendous amitl>t 
the national discontent. t' 

At last we had a true man-one who in good sooth de~ired 
nothing better than to 00 his best for us and for India. All Et1g
lish statesmen, the'rcforc. were 110t, as his example proved, mere 
frauds and specious wind bag.~, full of empty and lying promi!,es 
and professions. The good Empress who ,had scnt us fit last one 
h:lI1ef>t Viceroy might send us more likf" him. De~pite the un
sympathetic attitude of the officials of whom we chiefly had experi. 
enctXl, there might be, t~'ere must be, other true and good men j,t. 
England who, w.hc;i", they came to know how sad our cq,se wAs, 
would see us righted. The race of noble philanthropists who 
'abolished slavery in the West( Indies was not extinct. Here' at 
least was ope~ tru{"·boru English nobleman, bent, in good earnest, 
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on seeing ~qt1al justice indifferently dealt otlt to black a.na \Vhlte. 
There was still a hope then. There could not b\i ofJI" one stich man. 
It was for us to reach the others, and then, perhaps, slavery in tha 
East Indies also might be, iA time, abolished. 

Tl'W, extraordinary revulsion in popular feeling produced by 
Lord Ripon's reign can only be compared to what we once witnessed 
when visiting England. For \~eek'i past a bitter rtorth-east wind 

"had parched heaven and earth, binding all thing! in an icy shroud 
-a haze of gloom hung everywlfere, anri aUftvas dumb and motion
less as in the country of the dead. The night closed in, in a dark
ness oppressive as a ponJetous Pall ; at midnight Ii' of frost 
were registered. A brilliant sunrise uc;hered in a balmy spring day 1 
a warm south wino, laden with perfume, breathed upon the rigid 
lake. By noon the ice was' all rotten. By sunset it was fast dis .. 
appearing, and when next day, fcrvid as one of S\Bllmer's own 
children, awoke us, the waters were dancing frce, dimpled with ten 
million fire Bashe'>, and singin~ in rhythmic ripp'es around every 
pOi~lt. \Vater fowl splashed and sF:uklc(i on the sunny wavelets ...... 
grecn tassels were sprouting on every bush, \v,lile on the banks-

"Where &('attered oft the earliest of the year 
By unseen ha nds, are ~howen of violets found" 

primroses and other tender blossoms smiled through lheir dew .. , 
tear'; on the rising day. Everywhere the hum of insect", the song~ 
of birds, the distant souncls of sheep bells, mingling with th~ myriad 
veRces of renewed life, ro,e like a golden hymn of praise and joy. 
A single daX had slipped by, and where late all had been gloom 
'"111d bitter frost and death-like stillness, now a.1l Wi:C; sunshine, song 
and happiness. 

* * • • * ·v . 
Then first, fostered by Lord Ripon's benign influence, did that 

hiddeQ leaven commence to work appreciably-then fir!:t the 
gospel of hearty open constitutional agitation in lieu of sorret,' 
hatred-impelled plotting, hegan to find favour in the eyes -of1he 
many-then secrct organizations dissolved, as such fungoid" growths 
will, or turning themselves inside out and taking a frct.h root, rose 
into upper air as'}hone"t recognized as~ociations for the promotion 
of the national cause-then, first, did thme anxious watChers, who 
had realized (~':e perils in the past, begin to breathe freely and thank 
God that the great battle was indeed won. 

The battle was won; and although k.ng before that bright morn
ing ripened into noonda.y, the dark clouds of the Anglo-Indians' 
vehement;and (as the 'best amongst them do not now deny), un
t"easonalile antagonism darkened the prospect, this failed wholly, 
thanks tv tile confidence inspired by Lord Ripon's character 
a";j~ conduct,· to shake the faith of the cc~ntry in their new 
GospeJ,vthough it doubtless somewhat modified, and that wholly 

'. Sec, in reference to tbe feeling,; aroused b~ Lord Ripon's kindly rule, .. Indm's Fare~ 
well," reprinted at the elhI of tillS pamphlet, from the Min/ff of. the f4th DeCClllbet" 
1l)3!, the day Oll which L')[<.1 RIP()llldt C,\kllll.\ ut the cluse ofb.~ Vlcero)AlIy. 

n 
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t9r tAe -l3etter, their attitude in regard to it. At the Olltset 
they had taken it up, in the exuberance of joyful hearts and in 
the confident belief that Lord Ripnn was goiug to work miracles, 
much as children throw themselves into some new pastime. Bllt as the 
day drew on, and the clouds gathered, and they found too many of 
those sons of a free land who, had they been true to the basic p"nciples 
of their own nationality, should havs been their leaders, comrades, 
supporters, bitterly, opposing their righteous claims, and heaping 
insults on them in pub~ speeches.and public prints, they quickly 
sobered into manly earnest, and once for all took the new task 
upon them, not as a pare1'golt, but as their ergon, not as a pastime 
for a while, but as the serious labour of their entire lives. 

But we must not blame, too hastily, our aaversar;es ; they were 
unquestionably misled by a few desigmng men who, themselves 
keeping in ~lle background, excited a needless and unrighteous 
indignation by cunning misrepresentations j if, thus misled, they 
lost their temp~s and were ungenerous and unjust, we equally 
lost ours and ~aid many thinfJS nQ less unfair and unbecoming. 
And after all, we mr- them much, since to theIr opposition was 
mainly due the success of the efforts, then being made, to solidify 
the party of Reform and fuse a congeries of provinces, tribes and 
~lans into one natioll' 
. Neither party has much to be proud of in that frantic boyish 
struggle, and now that this has passed away we may well hope 
that, lik'e true Briton'l, they ",al bear i)s no malice, but, haviAg 
fought us resolutely and C0me off, if not victorious at anl:: rate with 
drums beating apd colours flying, they will iike us aTl the bettero 
~;--I, "r~l.:.,~ ;.ancls, prove themselves ready to battle side by side 
with us, aidiJ,lg us by their greatcr experience aild knowledge to 
deliver India from our common adver')arie'l-<l despotic and irrespon
sible Government, and an overweening and too self-sufficient 
official cIa ss. • 

The National Congress of December 1885 held a·t Bombay wa'> 
the first tangible and unmistakeable outcome of the national unifica
tion, and the third Resolution arrived at by that Congress indicated 
the very essence of the great task on which the:"people of India, at 
last a nation, one and indivi~ible henceforth and for ever, was soberly 
and deliberately girding up their loins to undcrtake. We know the 
attempts so strenuously made at the time by thoughtless Ang?o
official organs to discredit t\lat Congress dnd deny its representative 
character, but that has all passed away, melting as time eVljf dissolves 
the false. There is no Indian Political Associcttion, a·ld these are now 
numbered by hundreds j there is not an important India/\ city ot:: 
town which has not by acclamation publicly ratified the resolution!j. 
of that Congress. (NobltA have spoken in their own names, tile 
middle classes through their Subhas, unions, leagues and assoc<ta
tions, and the ryots through l'IlaSS meetings whose portentous 
dimensions have staggered, at times, evell the warmest a'Clvocates 
of progress;1'- a~l(.1 national enfranch!sement. Of that Congress and 
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that resolution the. BENGAL NATIONAL LEAGUE was the almo" 
necessary outcome. The Resolution ran as follows.-

"That this Congress considers the reform and expausiotl of the 
supreme and existing Local Legislative Councils, by the admilSion of. 
considerable proportion of elected members (and the creation of similar 
Councils·for the North-West Province& and Oudh, and abo for the Punjab) 
essential; and holds that all Budge~ should be referred to these COllncils 
ofor consideration, their members being moreover empowered to interpellate 
the executive in regard to an braoche. of the ac¥ninistration j and that a 
Standing Committee of the House of Commons should be constituted to 
receive and consider any formal protests that may be recorded by majoritiet 
of such Councils against the exercise ~ the executive of the power, which 
would be vested in it, of overrulIng the decisions of such majorities." 

The scheme of the Congress was simple. The second 
Resolution proposed the· abolition of that obstrictive, pernio 
cious and costly organization, the Council of the Secretary of 
State for India. Even Ellgllbh politicians had early recognized 
that the Indian executive could not be left entirely· free to rough
ride the princes and people of India at its own sweet will and 
pleasure. Hence this Council had been devlb-!d a<; a check upon 
that executive. Hut @ter a quarter of a century's fair trial it had 
proved a total failut e. Let the Indian executive do any thing 
wrong or bad- -let them reply llon jJossumus to-every demand (or 
justice and progress, and that council of antiquated Anglo-Indians 
wtfre ready to support tho. executive and" uphold their authority." 
But let that executive, in any interval of lucidity, for once 
advocate solt'le measure favburable to the national cause or interest 
~nd that ogre of a council straightway proceeded to suppress 
that measure, much as the guinea.-pigs were suppre55ed in the celebrat
ed trial of the knave of hearts. They put it in their boxes and 
bat upon it. 

This council had been weighed in the balance and found 
wanting; as a check it only checked thobe very measures that should 
have received encouragement. It wa,> and i<; utterly llsele'$s, nay 
worse, aggressively injUriOUs It wa." and alas! must we ref:leat it, still 
1<;, a hot-bed of .i6>bbery and very co~tly. Righteously therefore 
did the Congress lay dowtl its abolItion as a necessary prclimi
q,ary to all real reform. 

But while desilOus of di'ipensing with this sham check, the 
Congress fully realized ho.v necessary it was tl1<\t, in future, some 
real chE'6k should be exen..J"ed over the vagaries of the executive, 
and this check they prpposed to provide by the resolution already 
suoted. , 
, This check was to rest, not in the hands of a set of superannuated 
o~cials, foreigners, domiciled permanelltly ~ix thousand miles 
awly, afld as ignorant of tire con'litiolls of modem India as a suddenly 
res).1scitated Lord Mayor of EIiZ4lbeth's time would be of those oc. 
modern England, but in the hands of picked nativesJ)f India, elected 
bv the best and wi~e;,t of their countrymen. At thr, same time 



It was not overlooked that, under the existing- conditions of the 
tountry, the cxecl('tive, after having been compelled to Iiste'l fully 
to the voice of the people, must posse .. s the ,..i~ Itt to override, 
where it deemed this absolutely necessary, and disregard that voice. 

I To prevent serious mischief from an improper and unwise -....xcrcise 
of this right, and to ensure thatr. the executive should not resort 
to it without grave comideration, a final appeal to a special, 
standing committee oj the Houserof Commons was provided for. 

Now as to governing India through the British House of 
Commons, that would, of course, be absurd. As to expecting 
members of a committee of that House, already fully emplnyed 
with work for their parties and their constituents, tn busy them
selves constantly about minor details of IndIan administratton 
and go into w,ultitudes of casec; of petc;onal grievances and the like, 
this would oe equally abc;urd. But for the decision, at rare inter
vals, of great questions involving important principle." in regard 
to which the peuple and GovernPlent of India were unable to asree 
or arrIve at any mutually satic;factory compromise, no more thorough
ly competent and reli~ble tribunal than a pickeJ committee of the 
British House of Commons could be conceived. 

But while the scheme shadowed forth in this, now famou<;, 
third Resolution, \vas admitted, even by advelsaries to possess 
some merit as a mere theoretical conception of what shoLlld'pe 
aimed at, the great majority of A nglo!lndtan writers denied that 
any practical method5 for providing the requisite elected members 
of the proposed reformed and expanded legislative cofincils, coultb 
in the existing state of the country, be suggested, and generally 
ton tended that no practicable scheme to regulctte the relations 
of the representatives and the Government could be devl~ed. 
13ut, a month or two later, a series of provisional rules, 
which had been tentatively ag-rced to by a majority of the u:>ngre'ls 
representatives, were publt!>hed, !thowing conclusively that if only 
the British Govetnment would accept the principle. no difficulty 
would ex\t;)t in giving practical effect to it. There might be dif
ferences of opinion as to eXrtctly wluch way was nn the whole the 
best, but the'>e rule,> offered Ollt set of simple solutions, and in 
doing so suggested other alternative solutions of every problelCl 
involved. 

We h.ld now ~rrived a~ this position. The country had come to 
know exac~ly the principle of whl( .. h it desired the concession; it had 
also come to realize at least OIze simple ~thod by whicll that 
principle could be brought into practical operation, and then tht.> 
people of Bengal saw that the time had come and banded them~ 
selves into a gleat LEk,JUE pledged thenceforth to agitate~?d 
struggle ceaselessly, it)ld by all lawful means, to secure that .. desNed 
concession. , 

The inaug",ration of th;') LEAGUE muc;t ever conc;titute an 
important crt' in the political history of Bengal. For the fir:>t time 
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for ages, leaders of every section, sub-division and class of the plpu .. 
Iation of Bengal t!Ombincd heartily and that for an unselfish object. 
Here were met Mahomedans and Hindoos, prinees and peasants, 
great landowners and small tenants, lawyers, bankers, merchantS, 
medical men, professors and principals of schools and colleges, 
divine¥nd religious reformers, learned scholars, novel writers, news
paper editors and poets, all pleiging themselves to labour,in the 
public cause. 

One thing only the LEAGUF. lackp.d, allP that was a goodly 
intermixture of non-official Europeans and Eurasians, of whom 
less than a score, we believe, at any rate at the outset, joined the new 
movement. The Indian community were greatly grieved at this 
marked abstention on the part of their non-Indian brethren. The 
cause of the entire non-official community, so far as representation 
is concerned, is one allli intlivisible, Assuredly the European and 
Eurasian communities would be as great gainers ct§ the native 
Indian, could the object, at which alone the LEAGUE aims, be happily 
attained. Unlike all other political associations .in India, the 
BENGAL NATIONAL LEAGUE aims·at but one single reform, and 
that equally in the intcrests of Europcans, h .... rasians and Indians. 
Other objects, propounded by other associations, may involve, in the 
eyes of either or both the two former communities, some danger 
to their special interests or some curtailmen~ of their special 
privileges. But the single quest of the Bengal League. the impo
siiion of a representative clleck on arbitrary taxation and arbitrary 
mis-government, should be (were men onl}' rightly alive to their 
own real int.rests) as dear to- Europeans and Eurasians as to the 
-Indians. It may be that the Indian gentlemen with whom the 
conception of the League first originated did not, fearing lest their' 
advances should not be kindly received, i>uffi.-iently exert themselves 
to solicit and secure the co-operation of the two other great 
communities; it may be that some lingering soreness, thc legacy of 
the defunct IIbert Bill controversy (a legacy now, let us hope, (or 
ever buried by the cordial rajJjJloche111t'?1t of all three communities 
in the matter of the joint protest against official a~entecism,) 
prevented at the time the invaluable co-operation of the Europeans 
and Eurasians in 'his great undertaking, 

Be the cause what it may, the result was equally to be re~rehcd, I 
Iud we cannot avoid hoping that 1JOUJ, at least, our European and 
Eurasian fellow· subjects \,.,ill join us and take that leading part in 
the crusade against autocratic and irresponsible Government. which: 
their po~tion, abilities, expericnce, and la:;t, but not lea~t, hClcditary i 
bias in favour of political freedom, so rightfully cntitles them to i 
play . 
.... , Sadpened J.?y_the~Q~.~entioQ_oLboth t1:t~g~Qm(Jlunitjes, the 
L&gue.Yet6raced itself to attempt, sin}le-h.thded, the enterprise" 
in whicb all three shot,(d have been equally active, and under the \ 
presllency of the first citizen 0" Bengal, SIR ]OTENDRO MOIIUi'fI") 
T AGORE, they cl)mmenced operations and issued a.n appeal to tbe~ 
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wuatry, so succinct and withal so cogent, so moderate and yet so 
earnest, as to merit reproduction here :-

"FRIENDS 8& '1ELLOW COUNTRYMEN! -A nUlltber of us, whose names 
you will find in the accomp.anying papers, being deeply impressec\ with the 
urgent and paramount necessity of introducing a representative element into 
the Government of this country, have formed ourselves into a LEAG1~f' whose 
Ilole object it will be to endeavour, by all appropriate Ind consmution141 
me'1I8, to bring about the concession 01" REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS 10 INDIA 

It No one can be more fully alive than we are to the manifola blessings 
that we owe to British Rule; but we feel-and in this we have, we believe, 
the sympathy of many of the most distinguished thinkers and many of 
the leaders of Public Opinion in England-that the good and great work, 
wrought by Great Britain in this country, will not be complete until the 
ex~ting form of Government is modified, and the administration here is 
made to partake of that representative character which is the glorious distinc. 
tion of British Institutions, elsewhere, almost 'throughout the habitable globe. 

"If reprSit:ntative Institutions have been found necessary in ,:olonies 
where identity of race, creed and customs enables the Rulers to grasp, intui
tively, the neec\" ot the Ruled, how doubly indIspensable are they here, 
where fundamental differences in '%Jationahty, religion and cultllre, debar 
the Governors from e~r effcctively reahztng the real wants and WIshes of 
their people! 

"It I~ not, however, to be denied that at present the authorities in India 
appear indisposed to concede what we deSIre, belIeving, we understand, that 
such concession woul<d be premature. How then are we to bring home to 
them, and to that noble British Nation that they represent, the real facts of 
the situation, and lead them to realtze, not on~y that what we seek is not ppe
mature, but that it has already become urgently necessary alike in the interests 
of Governors and governed, of India and of Grrat Britain r £tingly, or even 
in small bodies, our views attract little attentIOn, but united In one grea't 
LEAGUE our unanimous and matured opinions will uecessarily receIve due 
attention. TJiEREFORE, we entreat aU of you, high and low, rich and poor, 
without distinction of race or creed, caste or colour, to join us in this good 
work. Everyone of you is deeply interested in a measure, the ultImate 
results of which will be the removal of all grievances and the resloration, 
on an immutable basis, of the pristine prosperity of our beloved country. 
Everyon~ of you, who has been born and bred here, is bound by the most 
sacred obli~ations, even if you have never until now laboured for your 
fellows or your country, at any rate this one time, to jOl'il ;n this one great 
eff~, to obtain for India this relief, this blessing, on which hinge a1l odler 
reliefs and blessings, all true Liberty, Prosperity and Progress. 

"It is needless to explain that to make thIS LEAGUE a real success, an'tl 
to attain the great object it sets before itsclf,.l widespread co-operatIOn and 
ample fun.ds will be requisite, I!"lld it is with that co-operation and those need
ful funds that we now call upon you, in our country's name, to aiU U5. Let 
n<lne of you fancy that this is a matter with whiah you have no concern or 
in which you are not personally interested. There is not one a/Uongst youllf 
be he rich or poor, humble or great, a tiller of the land or a dweller in citl~ 
who is not directly interested ~ this prtmary and comprehensive reform, wher.e
by alone the laws unJer which you live, t.he action of the C~urts, Q'nd 
generally the conduct of the administration as a whole, can be made to meet 

... atisfactorily the daily and hourly requifements of your lives, and harAm'jzc 
with your innate Icnse of what is RIght n.nd Just. 

It 
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" AU are interested ahke; from .1/ we as' aId In proportion, and ,,,1/ it1' 
proportion to their n.eans and !-Osition. From the poor and uneducated wc. 
ask only an txpmsion of that sympathy and good will ~hich aU in their 
hearts feel for our work. an ollen acknowledgment of their adhesion to the 
<:.Iuse, and a nominal subscription to mark their membership. From the poor 
but educllted we ask only a similarly small pecunIary contribution, but we 
expect rASt only an opt"n acknowledgment of adhesion, but also honest co
operation in popularizing an appreciatiolt of the benefits of, and necessity for, 
.REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS, and in securing additional members for the 
LEAOUE. From tho well-to-do or ric~, be they edliJCated or uneducated, Wt 

expect-the whole (Ollntry expects-cordial and l.bt'ral assistance in work 
and in money. From ALL of every degree we look for support, and it i, 
with entire confidence that we now invite ALL to join our LEAGUI! and aid UI 

effectively according to their means and abilities, with co-workers and fUD4S, 
with men and money." 

This address explains ·sufficiently, perhaps, the <;>pjects of the 
League and the spirit in which it was founded, but yt may not be 
out of place to reproduce also a letter addressed somewhat later 
by SIR ]OTENDRO MOHUN to one uf the leading London Journals 
which, but for the all-absorbing i"ntere!>t excited at home by the 
<;truggle over Irish affairs, would, we feel sure,6ithave received more 
attention than it did. 

"I beg to forward herewith a copy of a brief Report on the formation 
of a National Lo:ague to promote the introduction of REPJlESENTATlVE INSTITU
TIONS into India, as also of the appeal which the League has addressed to 
th'ilcountry, and I venture to h~e that you will give publicity to tnis mov,e
ment in England, through the medium of your columns. 

"Forminrt part, as you do of a self-governing community, you can! 
hardly realize, I tear, the eagerness with which we, who are practIcally 
debarred from all share in the Government of our country, covet that poli
tical freedom and those Representative Institutions that Grear.. Britain hasl 
conferred on almost all her dependencies, except on ti,e most imp~r~ant 
and populous of the&e, British India. I 

.1 It" would be well that England should realize this, as also the pro
found feelings of dissatisfaction with which the existing character of the 
administration is regarded-feelings, which although openly eJr~rG'8sed only 
by a few of the most advanced and independent of the educated cI asse I, 

pervade, I believe, a» ranks and sections of the community. ,/ 
" I am aware that many of those indisposed to favour native aspiration. 

~ny our solidarity, but permit me to assure you that, whatever may have 
been the case in the past, at this present moment, throughout the length and 
breadth of the Empire, amongH Indians of all races, creeds and caste., there 
is one common desire for a leforlll in the administration and one common 
determind'ion to endeavour to secure this by all practicable, legitimate Ind 
constitutional meana." • 

« And "now that we have traced the BENGAL NATIONAL LEAGUE 
ftom the first faint enunciation of that ne4V Gospel of which it is 
0111,., an<I.,not the least notable, fruit and sketcheci>, all too hurriedly, 
we fear, the antecedent circumstances which necessitated that Gos
pel', cln any educated, impartial, \nd thoughtful member of either'" 
of the three great communities in India, deny the~, justice and 
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enttre reasonableness of that" prayer, with which our LEAGUE is 
c1tdeavouring to penetrate the ears and heart., of ",the British Nation? 
Nay more, does ,$ot the existing stnte of affauos here, at this present 
moment, demonstrate in a thousand w"ays hc)w the entire country 
is suffering just for the lack of those freer institutions for which 
we are so earnestly pleadilJg? 

If there is one thing more t~n another essential to the well
being of a country, it is the existence of a good understanding am:\ 
mutual good will ~tween ruler;> and ruled. But w.hat have we 
here in India? Something, we fear, very near akin to mutwal mis-

.. understanding, distrust and dislike. 
Take the case of our present Viceroy. Day by day His Excel

lency is becoming less and less popular with the Indian community. 
Hailed by the entire country with delight at his advent, in conse
quence, partLv of his own high reputation, and partly of the strong 
recommenda1'ion in his favour with which our beloved Lord Rip')n 
left us, it is a melancholy fact that he is now looked upon by vast 
numbers as a t'critable incubue. a true" Old man of the Sea," in 
a deliverance from whom rests India's main hopes vf prosperity and 
progress. .., 

Surely this is not only a pitiable, but at first sight, an almost 
incredible state of affairs. 

A thorough and most courteous gentleman, of the most unblem
ished private character, of high intellectual culture, kindly nat1.lre 
and the most generous instinctc:; and impUlses, he is beloved in private 
life by all who have the honour and happiness of ~njoying his 
acquail,tance. A politician, of vast experience, deepTy versed ic 
every phase and detail of European natirmal politics, hi., views 011 

all questions of international diplomacy command the respect of 
European statesmen. To his own singular personal merits he adds 
the happy fortune of being conjoined with a consort, whose noble 
and indefatigable efforts to promote the welfare of the women of 
India have evoked a respectful and affectionate response throughout 
India. . 

'-
Still this admirable man, instead of being, as might a priori 

have been expected, the idol and the darling of t~ country, is week 
by week not only growing in disfavour with all dassel) of Indians, bllt 
is steadily becoming more and more generally regarded as the greatf'St 
of exbting obstacle!.! to the fruition of every true patriot's best hopes 
for India. And yet, the pe.ople of India are neither ungrateful nor 
stupid; they are by no means a nation of fools, but urt thclO)contrary 
keenly appreciative both of the qualities of their rulers and of the 
directions in which their own and their country's best interd!sts lie. ... 

Now it is quite certain that a very considerable proportion 11)£ 
the unpopularity \\io..'lich flat the present moment attaches to I,...ord 
Dufferin is wholly unmerited, and results solely from miscottcepttons 
of his words, acts and views. '" is extraordinary how maoY' utter 
misstatements as to his policy and his sentiments have been circulated 
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in aN l'Md faith by ~ Pres!>, and these too founded on m
formation that the editors, who first admitted them to their columtls, 
had every reason to believe trustworthy. It is a ,"act that in mote I 
r.ases than one we have now traced back slIch miss~tements to. 
European officials, who doubtles~ ~ated in all good faith what they\ 
had h~*'-d from others, but who, a\' a matter of fact, only stated the i 
opinions held by Anglo-Indian oigcials like themselves and not by 
\A>rd Dufferin. 

Take the well-known article in. the Pi/mutt!' which was believed. 
on authority that no Indian would prlmd foalS distrust, to hl\ve 
been inspired by Lord Dufferin, in so far that it reproduced almost 
exactly sentiments which. as evidence was produced to show, had 
found place in.'I demi-official communications from Government 
House to authorities at home. ' 

Now we have been at gr~at pains to get to the bot~m of this 
matter. () It was believed, and apparently on the best grounds, that Lord 
Dufi"erin was very angry at the criticisms of the Native Press, and 
desired to gag it. That he viewed the f>olitical activity "of the (.ountry 
with apprehension and desired to repress it ~ sterner measures. 
Now what are the facts? Lord Dufferin did write most strongly in a 
demi-official letter about, not the criticisms, but the direct misstate
ments of the Native Press-not as a personal grievance to himself 
but as a serious hindrance to good Government- and a grievous 
source of misunderstanding between the people and their Governors, 
andilhe did urge the extreme importance, in the interests of th~ 
country, of prevt:nting the circulation of such misstatements. So 
far, then, the-rt~ader might in' all good faith have concluded t1$.t 
he'desired to gag the Press; but, unfortunately, or rather forltmnt,lv, 

"these passages did not stand alone, for the letter after pressillg 
further the difficulties in which such misstatements in~olved the 
Government, went ~>n to suggest, '101 that the Press might be gagged, 
but that it should be kept better informed, and that in view to this 
some recognized channel or special machinery should be created 
through which all such misstatements could be contradicted, and the 
questions involved satisfactorily explained. ' , 

In another letter, while taking no objection to the general 
political activity of our people, and holding that ordinary public 
m~tings and open political associations are a great help to Govern
ment in a country like this, Lord Dufferin went on to allude to the 
recent mass meetings of ryots, in which, judging from his Irish 
experien~ he feared that grave danger' might, in no very distant 
future, be found to lurk. Very probably he may have dwelt too ford
bll on those dangers, possibly he overrated them, but the main point 
is this, how' did he propose to suppress these dangerous gatherings' 
What were the "sterner measures" (worq,. never used by the way 
ejth~ by billl!e1f or 'Mr. Mackenzie Wallace-atld we speak from 
eertain knowledge) he indicatedl Why simply that with the 
permission of Her Majesty's Government. the Government here should 
frankly face tbe matter, consider carefully the demand~, .. neither 
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utfreasol)able nor very alarming," of the India;n party of Reform. 
alld see if it were not possible to meet to.a great extent their 
wishes. This done, and tIle materjal Call cessions accepted and 
approved, it was to be understood tl1at the new arrangements 
should be allowed to stand, without further dt"mands for changes, for a 
reasonable period, ten or fifteen years, sufficient to ena~le them 
to be fairly tested in practice. 

II 

Moreover at the same time, although little danger was to be 
anticipated in Beoral from evS!0 the most gigantic mass meeting·s 
of the lower classes, some check must be put on these since, in 
the event of the system extending itself amongst the more com
bative populations of the North-West Provinces, Oudh and the 
Punjab, ignorant and even well-intentioned men might, at any time. 
be suddenly excited into crime, not against Government but, as 
in Ireland, .against the higher classes.of their own countrymen, the 
landlords a1Td their representatives. 

We have no hesitation in saying that taking these letters ar. a 
whole, Lord 'Dufferin deservlf,d the thanks in lieu of, as he has 
i~cu::~gJ.-~q~_!exj}i~~ 2.r ...!h.:_w~ole _:.~u!ltry. 

There are a dozen othr:c sim.ila.t cases, in which the Viceroy has 
been vehementry"attacked on the strength of published statements. 
which have proved, to our personal knowledge, absolutely without 
a shadow of foundation. It would be an ungrateful and wearisome 
task to go into these now, when most of them have been happily 
forgotten, but we cannot refrain from noticing at least one r1tore 
quite recent instance of the absolute misstatements that find their 
way into the most respectable papers .. 

In the StateS1Ilflrl that arrived the other day, we find the Simla.., 
corresponqent of that journal deliberately making the following 
assertions :-

"I am told by • perRon who comes frequen,tly in contact with the 
Viceroy that he looks on the Town Hall meeting as an attempt o£o coerce 
Government, and he has determined not to submit to the orders of a flaction 
of the. Ipdian population, however large that fraction may be. Coercion 
'trikes at the root of good Government, and if the Viceroy and other 
responsible officers of State cannot consider calmly andimpartially the manl'ler 
in which the State vessel is to be worked, but have to shape their course 
according to the dictates of a mutinous crew, statesmanship becomes an 
impossibility, and the country is reduced to the level of the land visited~by 
Captai}'! Gulliver where animals governed and men obeyed. So at least thinke 
the Viceroy, who is, I believe, very much annoyed with the ~peeches mllde 
at the Town Hall, and who has determined to render unavailirf1j the tactica 
which forced the Government to relinquish the Ilb.!n Bill." 

Now in the first place, anyone who knows anything 'of Goveril
ment work, knows that a Viceroy is so overworked that he never 
looks at a paper comnected with any pending case, until the cue is' 
ripe for decision. We venture to assert that up to this moment Lord 
Dutferin has not fortl)ed even th~'shadow of a conclusion jn regard 
to this Question. When the whole matter is ready. and all the 
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papen (a.noAgst which of course the full report of the meeting 
will be included) are collected, the Viceroy will .take it up and 
.. ecord his opinion. It is simple ignorance of the modus 0/HramJi. 
which leads anyone to suppose that in the present stage of the 
affair the Viceroy Catl have arrived at allY definite opinion on the 
matter." But in the c;econd place, to anyone who really does know 
the Viceroy, the as'lertion that ~e looks UpOIl public meetings 
\lS attempts to coerce the Government is no less absurd than it is 
false. Time dfter time Lord DuffelOll1 has obseliTed in conversation 
with men of all rank", that under the present system of 
administration he hardly knows how the public are to make known 
effectively their views and wishec; to the Government except by 
public meetings and addresses or resolutions evolved at these. 
Certainly SO far from being angry at. disliking or disapproving 
any such meetings, the Viceroy avowedly looks l~pon them, 
especially when conducted, as in the present case) with sobriety and 
composed of influential constituents, as most valuable aids to 
Government in the ddncult and laboriouo; duty they are called on to 
di~charge, and ) et an utterlr, nay ab~urdlr, false statement like this 
is gl avely inserted without comment in the very-best of our Calcutta 
dailies! Far be it from us to accuse the SttlteS11t01/s correspondent 
of wilful fal<;ehood. We have no doubt that this mon!>trous st02 was told him by all official ill a position to tell tnet,uth, an ~e wouL 
But it is a regular trick of cert,lin extremely conservative officials 
to ~trengthen their own attacks on all popular movements by 
putting their own opinions forth as those of the Viceroy. 

Undoubt<ldly this has beeh done in the present case, ,and the 
p-OOr conespolldent has sinnf'd in good faith, but this is now such ~ 

• stale trick, that correspondentc; aud ("ditors should be on their 
guard and not accept every CI1nard, hatched eVt:ll hy a hj~h official, 
as the Viceroy's own duckling. 

We,might go on for hours, filling pages after pages with similar 
tnisstatements, but cm Q01l0, the thing'> to realize are, that these 
misstatements seriously impede the administration, do harm t9 every 
body and do good to no one, and that this fertile source oT di.,trust 
and dislike betwe~ rulers and ruled would absolutely dry up 
under, even, that mild approximation to representative institutions 
at~hich the BENGAL NATIONAL LEAGUE is immediately aiming. 

And it must not be supposed that these serious misrepresenta
tions only prejudice the pe<>ple against the Government. They 
must also,prejudicc the Government against the Native press, whicb 
is the voice of the people, and insensibly against the people 
t\l.emselves. Lord Ripon, Lord Duffedn, here and there an 
exceptional man, may regard with feelings of disappointment 
and regret, unmingred with any bitteilJless, ~ t~se calumnleJ!. 
for tlfey r.aUy often amount .to this, which so constantly creep into 
our c.olumns. Bv t the great majoritw of officials (who, though always 
prone to autocracy, generally incline towards benevolent despotism) 
must become more or less exasperated and IZ'row less. and lesa 
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eapab1e 6f crediting our Pres~ with the good fai,h that unquestioo
'ably, broadly speaking, characterizes it. W~ can quite understand 
'tneir feeling. They say: " One day this fellow sticks in, somewhat 
Juardedly, a downright fabrication. Three days after he repeats 
'It in a more positive form. A few days later and he begins a series 
of articles based on this original falsehood which he now treats as 
a thoroughly established fact; !nd you talk of the good faith of the 
native press. Faugb!" Now we understand his anger, but prithee 
good official who istl:o blame? -.J'he erring editor, or the impossible 
form of Government of which you are one of the Pillats? The poor 
editor gets his information from what he has a right to consider good 
authority, often one of your own brother officials, be hardly believes 
it, but still he could not wholly neglect it. He could not write: 
" I say Lord Dufferin, Mr. Blank tells me that the Hon'ble Mr. 
Noodle as.l\lred him that you said that~f the native press drd not 
mind its P.'s and Q.'s you would just teach them a lesson--now my 
Lord is this true?" So he ino;erts the information in a rather cau
tious mannef. He waits th,ee or four day... No one contradIcts 
He then re-inserts it in its naked atrocity. Stdl no cOirection ?r 
contradiction, and mis being so we say that the simple-mlllded edito~, 
ignorant of the astounding tradItions of our alltocracy, willch hold 1'\' 
infra dig. to notice, and prohIbit the correction of, such errors, is 
perfectly justifielil in supposing his informatIon correct and writing 
on it thenceforth as an historical fact. 

But pven to you, 0 good official,-jt must be manifest that- oid 
our Legislatures contain a goodly sprinkling of elected and therefore 
inde='e'!\dent members, with rights M interpellation-: all these vJ.le 
cobwebs would be swept away almost as soon as they had beell 
woven, and all the mutual soreness and ill-blood that is generated 
by ,>uch n\isstatements would disappear. 

We say then broadly that at least balf Lord Dufferin's extreme 
unpopulanty is utterly undeserved, and that, so far as the mternal 
adtlllnistratton is concerned, we have probably no more sincere 
or int'!lllgent well-wisher than himself, and we have shown that 
this large share, at any rate, of his unpopularity could never have 
existed under even that mild form of represe'~tation for which the 
BENGAL NAl'IONAL LEAGUE is labouring. 

But we go a great deal further. We are no Thick-and-'{hin 
defenders of Lord Duffedn, and we hold that for certain measures he 
is deservedJy unpopular. Our view is that the entire conduct of the 
Afghan 'lU$iness, from the Rawal Pindi Durbar* down to tl~ huge pro
posed increase to the army and the consequent income tax, the inva
sion,and still worse the annexation, of Burmah, and the tr~atment that 
the universal national desire to be allowed to volunteer has:in 
practice, met with, werQ'all wrong. It is impossible for us to go 
into the question bf responsibility; it mayor may 1l0t 1w thElt the 
Home Govetnment share the ~esponsibility for the wrong-d.oing ; 

* It is only )ust t<> notf: that thUi m.f:etin~ with the AInU: was arranged 11\ aceotdu« 
'WIth t~e .d,,~ of t.'O'rd alpou 
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if may be that they.are the party chiefty to blame; we do ROt p'" 
tend to know; but unless the despatdles are publis\ed showing t.be 
contrary we must hold the Viceroy (and we are quite sure he has 
never put forward any plea of Don-responsibility) ruponsible Cor 
aU the great measures of his Government, and jf several of sueh 
measures be, in the opinion of the country, wrong and unjusti
fiable, and carried through moreover in the ~ ~ .• ....!!l.2it 
eJC:.Rli£!1 jlnd unanimous protests of the enmefridian "Pr~ (the only 
voice as ~t altoWea fo flie~ cOllfit"" he lIla..- !1C'pect to be, aod 
will necessarily become, unpopular. 

He may be right and the country may be wrong; but, if $0, he 
must look for consolation to a consciousness of a painful duty 
honestly performed and to the verdict oC posterity. 

But, as we saitl, we desJre to push our argument further, and we 
contend that the greater portion, at any rate, oC even !lis tUUI't'e4 
unpopUlarity would Qot have been incurred had India enjoyed 
some such modified form of representative institutions as we are 
seeking. ' 

In the case, for instance, of Burma, we. doubt whether the 
invasion would have occurred, or the line of policy have ever been 
adopted which, no doubt at tlte last moment, rendered that in
vasion a necessity, had the country possessed repress:ntatives to maICe 
clear to the Government, face to face, from an authoritative stand
po*t, the intense and univ"rsal feeling on the subject that pervade" 
the nation. Be tltls as it may, we feel quite sure that the annexa
tion of Burala would 110t have been carried through in the face 
tIf such a constitutional 0pp0'iition. The Home Govc:n---:="J· ~\':)::!d 
not have ventured to sanctIon it, knowing that, even in ~ngland. 
a large section, not only of the commuOIty but even of the members 
of the House, utterly di<;approved the measure. Again, in the 
volunteering matter, the bitterness that arose out of the silent con
tempt with which the most earnest aspirations of the country were i 

seemingly being treated, could never have arisen had we had repre
sentatives authorized to ask questions. As has now bec0lile. known. 
at the eleventh hour, the Government Itere by no means treated the 
question with con~mpt, but on the contrary went into it most 
thorQughly, and reported on it to the Secretary of State. Bllt the Secre
t<t!y"of State until quite recently neglected, despite reminders, to send 
any despatch in reply, and so the Government continued according to 
etiquette, unable to give any satisfactory reply, or show in any way 
that thcl' redlly had, and that promptly, given their most earnest at
tention to the wishe! 0' the people. Had the Government within three 
Q.lonths, wlaich but for the Secretary of State's tAche they might and 
would have done, negatived the proposal, publishing at the same time 
the despatch embodying their reasons, we *mture to auert that not 
one-tl:nth'Of the ill-feeling to. which this question1tas giVCII rise would 
evet: helve been engendered, and We' repeat that no such miscattiage 
anG mis/Of'turu (Cor it bas been no less) could ever have befallen -
us had we enioved anv sort of real and recopized repre~Btation. 



We have dwelt at great. length on this rn;ttter or the existing 
unpopularity of the Viceroy. because t~t'e i:A no olle thing more 
desirable in the interests of India than tha.t confidence and good will 
ahould prevail between the Head of the Government and the people. 
and we have left ourselves no space to show, in detail, how almost 
every grievance the people have, every disability and discomfort under 
which they labour., so far a'i th6e are due to error" of GO'lernment 
(for many of their discomforts are due to social abuses whicb they 
must tltemsdves retbrm) may be immediately traced to that want of 
direct and effective representdtioll which we have so much at heart. 
1E~~ have more than once remarked~ that they 

could-not see how this failure to realize t.he true se"ntiiiie'nts of the 
people could be real. considering that all officials, not excepting 
the Viceroy himself, continually see .and converse with Indi,tO 

J.0b1es and~entlemen. In the first place. the majonty of officials 
nevercollverse with any Indians; they see such, now and then, exchange 
the stereotyped formal salutations, indicate in a lordly man'ler 
some wish of opinion that, lit the moment, may be uppermost ill 
their minds, remark that Mr. Gladstone is a madman or a traitor (the 
unanimity of Anglo!rndian. officials on this point is marvellous), and 
then the interview comes to an end. But even in the case of that 
minority who really courteou'ily endeavour to ascertain the views 
of their visitors, <these L-ltter are, as a rule, only fair-weather sailors, 
Ramsgate and Margate cockney-would-be-Yachtsmen, who kl)..ow 
as much (and a~ little) of the wOllders and the dangers of tllat 
great deep, the nation's heart, as they do of the politics oj China. 

The p.r.-ibM, innppendent, highly-cultured men who really kno~ 
and couru, and would, speak out the truth, are not usually to be 
found amqpgst the hangers-on who silver the palm,;; of red-coated 
chuprassees. But, at allY rate, it will be justly rejoined, men like 
Lords Dufferin and Reay, do see and honestly try to pump even 
the best men in the la'ld. Now will our Englishman swppose a 
radical M. P. favoured (as an extraordinary exception) with all 
intervieVol. ~ith our Graciou'i Sovereign, and will he also suppose that 
rumours were just at that time rife that the Crown was manceu
vring to perpetuate an exi'iting wnstitutional &10maly by bringing 
about the appointment of another Royal Duke to succeed the 
Duke of Cambridge as Commander-in-Chief. Will anyone pretMd 
that ev~n the most radical M. P. would venture to give Her Majesty 
a spice of his mind on thIS subject? Certainly lIP. would never 
allude to the matter, and should the Queen (which would ~ in the 
highest degree improbable, unless c:;he had sUt,llmoned this particu
lar Radical for this very p'Jrpose) refer to it, we may be .quite surt; 
that even the most independent Radical would go no further than 
to indicate in the moS(. guarded and courteous manner his doubts 
as to the expedienty of the measure. Far different will bet his ?one, 
when, publicly representing his flonstituents, he makes the House 
ring with his denunciation$ of the" grasping greed €If Royalty and 
the truckling subserviency of Tory Premiers." 
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And such is th~ case here too. NQ Indian gentleman, however
aften honoured by conversations with the Viceroy, can «beard 
the lion in his den, the Douglas in his hall." and 1Jenounce, as he 
knows the country denounces, that Viceroy's sayings. doinga altd 
policy. Delicate hints, bland suggestions, insinuated doubts and 
regretS-are aU that we can offer at the Vicereg;!1 altar. __ 

But says our Englishman: - Well you have the Press; that, at 
any rate, to judge by its scurrility and abuse of every thing and 
everybody, does not shirk outspokennEfss." Tru' our Press does, at 
times. scream itself hoarse, but solely because, until it roars, no Go
vernment here pays the smallest attention to its calls for justice 
and reform. And even outspoken as it is, what is your invariable 
remark when its utterances run counter to your exalted wisdom's 
own conceptions of what is fit and proper? "Press? Editors? a set 
of rascally school-boys ana briefless lawyers, rantinglin monkey
like imitation of Brutus and Burke, they represent the views of 
the country? tkey know anything about any earthly subject? a 
set of blatant, self-seeking humbugs l'~ 

We have never denied that the official."community hav~ all 
around them, even as it is, opportunities of learning the wants, 
wishes, and opinions of the country; but what we contend is that, 
as a rule, they ignore these opportunities,. and that when, in 
rare cases, some knowledge of the nation's mind i§ forced in upon 
th~r reluctant convictions, they treat that knowledge with what 
is, practically, contempt. ·Can any good come out of Nazaretli? 
Are these miserable Indians going to teach Us what WE arc to 
\'Joil" 

No, let our Anglo-Indian, who don't want to see our hand! 
beside his own upon the Reins of Rule. say what he \¥i1I. but it is 
only by broadening the basis of Government, by the inclusion oj 
a strong representative element, that we shall en<;ure the adequate, 
full and free expo<;ition of the sentiments of the country in a shape 
that will leave no doubt as to their reality here or in England, 
and will at the same time command for them tha~spectful 
consideration which a great nation has the right to demand for tbe 
deliberate express~ns of its will. 
,) If now we have not made the object of the BENGAL NATIONAL 
LEAGUE, the desire of the entire nation, sufficiently clear, if we have 
not brought home to all honest hearts and minds the justice, the 
reasona~eness of our demands in this matter, we despair of ever 
doing so. Some one else must take up the parable; we can say 
no more. • • But there are those amongst our' opponents who will say 
«we know very well what you want, an~why you want it, and we 
do lot dispute that from yo,ur poiAt of view thelle is a certain show 
of ,reason in your contention; but will yoU please show us how we, 
how England, will be any the 1fetter for allowing you gradually 
to monooolize the lion's share -of all the.good appointments now 
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held by Englishmen, or by placing yod: in a p<)sitlon to prevent our 
doing as we like with the resources of this great • country which we 
have conquered, lind now bold at ollr will and p!casw-e? Your so
eafled reforms may suit your book well enough, but how will 
England be the better ?" England wilt be the better because, then, first 
will it be possible for her to govern India RIGHTEOUSLY ! Now~o you 
want to govern India righteously 10 that, with an untroubled heart. 
you may answer at God's judgment seat the awful question "How 
/e.llt tho/~ disclzarget+Jhis trust Ih.,t I rejJ{lsed til thee?" Don't fancy 
you can escape, because thousands are sharers with you in the crime! 
Every individual composing the mob that commits a single murder 
is answerable in his individual person for that crime, and every in
dividual Englishman, in a position to influence (and what English
man is not?) the action of England towards India, will in his 
own individ¥-aIity have to answer for the injustice and oppression, 
the starvation and misery that result from Indian mi~govern(J'tent. 
Put it aside here, if you will j there is no escaping it elsewhere. It 
is not for nothing that you have been made rulers over many things. 
Great is the glory, greater yet tlfe responsibility. 

But we say. agaih, do you want to rule India RIGHTEOUSLY; 
do you want her necessities, her prosperity. the welfare, the progress, 
the happiness of her people to be the first considerations ; or do you 
feal\.y desire it to oontinue possible that her highest interests should 
be sacritked to the exigencies of party wal fare in England, and ~er 
ptosperity subordinated to the aggrandizement of a section of your pri
vileged classes? If you do want this, then are you no true ~nglishman, 
but a vile vampire, incarnating the corpse of what was once perhaplh 
an honest Briton, prolonging a 10ath'5ome existence by sucking the 
life-blood of both countries, and we pray that all worthy Englishmen 
may soon fihd you out and bury you at the nearest cross road with 
a stake through your corrupted heart. But to the immense majority 
who, although ignorant, careless, and too lazy to do their d}lty by 
looking into matters for which they are responsible, yet, at the bot
tom of their hearts Jove truth and justice, and do want (some one else) 
to govern 'lHdia RIGHTEOUSLY, we appeal and entreat them this once, 
at Jea'>t, to consider how it is possible for a small , pand of foreigners, 
ignorant of all the most vital conditions and circumstances of 
the country to govern RIGHTEOUSLY (or indeed in any way except 
at haphazard) a population of over 200 millions, whose utter
ances, whose wishes, whose opinions, they either wholly ignore or 
(even when listening to them) treat with unvarying and sovereign 
c:ontempt ~ It is clear that such a Government can only be (enabled 
to attain even a distant apPf.oximation to rightet>usness by associating 
with it, on terms of something like equality and independeoce, a · 
large contingent of the abJ,est, best, and most reeresentative members 
of that population, tiO ptaced as to enable them to force 0l\.the ~ull 
ears and unsympathetic hearts of our foreign rulers, a knowfedge of, 
~fld compel their attentioll to, the w,shes and (for in the long run, 'as 
nistorv shows. it comes to this) the WILL of the country. 
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Yes, it will be better fat England that this should be $0, f_ 
then she may grow· on in loving sisterhood wit4 India. $uppotting 
and helping and in turn supported and helped by"'er. It would Q.e 
well for ber to do her duty in this matter, for, great as would be her 
reward for so doing, greater will be the Nemesis if she neiled it. 

o ...,. 

We have already glanced it the serious, though hidden. crisis 
that we"passed through towards t~ close of Lord Lytton's adminis
tration, and we have shown how, by diverting the secret bitterness 
of an angry nation into the safe chanrlels of coftstitutional agitation 
under the benignant influences of Lord Ripon's reign, all danger 
was for the time averted and confidence and hope once more restor
ed. 13ut those who, in the interests of peace and progress, initiated 
that diversion, already perceive that the time will come wilen even 
these channels will be insufficient to carry off safely the rising 
flood of national sentimen"t. They discern that, in tthe Impet'ial 
policy which has thus far been the key note of Lord Dufterin'<; 
reign, the annexation of Burma, the great increase to our military 
expenditure, the impo'iition of fresh And unpopular taxation, and that 
especially in the growing difficulty everywhere being experienced bY' 
the masses in procuring a sufficiency of food; seeds have been sown 
that must hereafter bear a terrible harvest U1'1less the only remedy, the 
introduction of a popular element into the government, be honestly and 
boldlyadopteJ. They have no grave anxiety as regards the immedi
ate moment, for, despite growing and widespread discontent with the 
e~isting form of administmtion, the country is still loyal to the 
British Cro~n and still believes in the ultimate success of their appeals 
,tu the justice of the British nation. But they see only too clearly 
that, if that natiun permit its leaders and representatives to main
tain too long their present 11011 posSttmus attitude towards all 
India's justest prayers, the time will come,-it may be so"ner, it may 
be later, but come it will, and come when it may, It will come aU 100 
soon,-when the people, losing all Hngering reliance in the Queen's 
Proclamation, and all belief in either the justice or good intentions 
of the British nation (as they have long since lost all faith in the 
specious professions of English .,statesmen and Indian 1'dministra
tors), will de.,pair!if all justice but what they seize for themselves, 
of all freedom but what they win with their own right arms. When 
that time comes,-though God in his mercy forbid it ever should,-let 
no Engli~hman fancy that any Indian soldier will be on his side. When 
the mind of Paris was once made up, was the National Guard ever 
against the people? Let none fancy that Indians will enlist to 
support> the Government as they did in 1857 j that Indians will 
serve or feed the enemies of their co~try; that any large section 
of. the Eurasians even will stand b}4 them. No; when that 
sild day of doom dawns, a'i dawn it mqst if England, after all her 
CoS:>ni~ experiel}ces, still httgs the suicldal ~eorgian policy, the 
English will staud alone,' and then God help them. and God forgive 
them for all the blood that will fie poured out, the infinite misef)lr 
that will be shed like a poison dew, throughout lndia and Englaad, 

D 



.z6 -

for the ruin that will be wrought to both countries. and the political, 
motat and socia~ retrogression that will be entailed throughout 
half the W'orld. 

Heaven forbid that it should come to this f Our heart bleeds 
as the terrible picture, limned in flames and slaughter and fwtmed 
with weeping orphans and broken-hearted widows, rises before U3, 

and we would gladly spare others 'he pain. But, now-a-days, few 
men, if any, dream of looking six months ahead-the question of 
the moment, often ~ivial to a degree, alone obtains a hearing-and 
the only hope of inducing those in whose power it lies to take, ere 
it' be too late, the only practicable steps to avel t the coming danger, 
lies in forcing on their minds some conception of the immensity 
of that peril. Come what may, and we pr<ly from the bottom of 
our hearts, alike for our own and for he[ sake, that England, fore
warned, wilF-'yet prove wise in time, India, with the BENGAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE and scores of similar political associations and 
bodies, labouring head and heart to procure by every constitutional 
means the removal of obsoleteG barriers to national progress, before 
the growing waters bank up and sweep away in one fell ru<;h-dam, 
engineers, labourers and harvest,-India, we S'lY, will have nought 
with which to reproach herself and, (though both lands, alas! must 
share the misery), the dishonour, the disgrace, will be England's and 
England's alone, for ever and for ever. 

(In c(mHecii61l 'IU"" i", l,)ifecil dJSl:usseel in llu jore~oin~ pap,,.: it "as !Jeen ' 
lJuJ#rlU tiulraIJl' 10 "pnJdutl (", sltowinJ{, mt,r aiza, lite reasOIla"', spira in 
tI1!1icl thus far our I~an t'Jjormers ale wOlking) a.-series of attic/el w/t.iclJ 
"ec,,,lly appeared in tn, "Mirror» of Calmtla (Ilu leadtn~ Ina,an Ne#sflafiir), 
tin 1M xrlJ'Ullls 4l1li dru,/op"'l11l 01 politital liNrl)' In 6reat Sri/IUK s t1IIrn-
~,/UIUimt:its,) , 



Tn: GROWTH OF LIBERAL INSTrtU'TIOlf8111 
BRI'1'ISH DEPENDENOIES. 

o 

WHEN considering the object. that the BENGAL NATIONAl. 
LEAGUE has set before it"elf. we naturally turfJ towards the otDer 
Dependencies of Great Britain to a'lcert:tin how they have fared 
under the governance of our common Queen and Empre~s, and what 
measure of political rights each has "ucceeded in acquiring. Ignor
ing minor differences, according to which these Dependencies might 
be' separated into some ~jx or seven c1as<;es, they may be roughly 
divided into two main division'l, VIZ, those th..lt practica~y manage all 
their own affairs, and those in which, more or le'ls, all the more 
important affairs are managed by the British Government, through 
its local representatives and their n~llinees. 

The colonie'l pertaining to the former class are u'lually described 
as enjoying Responsible Government, and arc, '>1) far as their internal 
administration is concerned, practically independent. In this class 
are comprised: (I) the Dominion of Canad,l, with. its seven Provinces 
of Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward's 
Ii1and, British Columbia. and Nova Scotia, each with its own local 
I.:egi .. lature for the disposal of purely local matters and the entire 
dominion ~ith its Parliament of Canada (two Houses) meeting at 

~ Ottawa and dealing with all matters of general public policy, or 
affecting larger portions of the dominion than a single Province; (2) 
Newfoundland; (3) Cap::: Colonv ; (4) Tasmania; (5) New ~ealand ; (6) 
Queensland i (7) Victoria; (8) New South Wdle~; (9) South Australia. 

The administrative arrangements of the Dominion of Canada 
are ur1doubtedly more like what we must ultimately aim at achiev~ 
iug than those of any other dependency of Great Britain, and it may 
be well, therefore, even now, to specify a little mor&-kl detail, (it 
would take a volume to do real justice to the subject), wJIlt those 
arrangements rea~ are. 

The whole Dominion is presided over by a Governor·General, 
"appointed for a term of years, (as is the Viceroy here) in the Queen's 
name by the British Mintstry for the time being. This Governor
General is to the Dominion what the Queen is to Great Britain-a 
constitlftional Sovereign-possessing little real direct power, but a 
great deal of indirec~ influence ; compell~ to move along with the 
popular kntiments of the day, but yet ot a mere foam crest belp
Jessly marking tt.e summit of the w we of public opinion, but 
po!sessNJg under favorable conditions, when.the office is held by a 
person of ability and ta.ct, a considerable power', real, although neither 
recognised nor seen, of modifyiag and directing alike the shape aM? 
course of that waye. Each Province-ancJ. as above explained, there 
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are seven of these-is immediately presided oVlir by a Lietitenant
Governor, nominated by the Governor-General. who is to his Province 
what tbe Governor·1l-eneral is to the entiJ'El Dotninion. 

There is a Parliament (or the "bole Dominion, which meets 
every year at Ottawa, and which, modelled upon that of the lJ,nited 
StRtes, consists of two Chambers, (both of which are now elective), 
an Upper Chamber or Senate, whos. speaker the Governor-General 
nomina,tes, and a Lower or House of Commons, who elect their own 
speaker. Then, for tach of the seven Provinces, there arc:: local 
Parliaments, in most cases consisting of two Chambers, but in the 
Cases of Ontario and British Columbia, of only one. 

The Dominion P.uliament deals with aU questions that we should 
here call Imperial, the Provincial Parliaments, with purely pt'ovincial 
matters. These Provincial Parliaments 6lre precluded, for instance, 
[rqm dealing ~1th the laws of marriage and divorce, the criminal law, 
tile laws in regard to Naturalization, Copyright, Patents, Bankruptcy, 
&c. Besides legislating on such general questions, the Dominion 
Parliament disposes of all questi&ns for the whole dominion, affecting 
the public debt and property, the milItary and naval serVIces, 
taxation, navigation, shipping, commerce, currency, post office. 
fisheries, aborigmes and the like. 

( A somewhat ll:ngthened experience has shown what questions 
may, and what may·not, advantagpously be left to the local Legis
latures ; and although the condItions of the two countries differ in 
many and those essential point.:;, yet the separation effected in Cana~ 
will be found, when the time comes, u<;eful in mdicating ho'+7 a simIlar 
&eparation can be effected here. Practically, though there have been , 
some little hitches, the <;ystem is WOI king, and has worked remarkably 
well, as, indeed, despite all the abuse that ha<; of late years been 
showered on It, has its prototype in the United States. 

Nominally to assist and advi<;e the Governor-General, there is 
a Council, called the Queen's Prtvy Council, on the model 'Of the 
.British Privy CouncIl. The members are nominated by the Governor· 
General (th... President, as in England, being one of the Ministry), 
~t so far as political work is concerned, this Council is a mere 
figure-head, and exercises no direct influence wh<tl;soever. 

AU real power IS vested in a Cabinet of fourteen Ministers. wllo 
obtain their position precisely as Cabinets in England do, flU, into. 
viirtue of commanding the support of a majority of the House of 
ConlmODJJ, by whose adverse verdl-ct, of course, they are simil~rly 
Qq>osed from office. c 

The Prime Minister, th~e called the Minister of the Interior., is 
tbe leader of that party wbi ih it, for the time being, in the ascendant 
in the Canadian House of :ammons, and he is cflled upon by the 
Governor-General to ferm an administration, just as the Quee~ ca!lll 
upoathe Marquesaof Salisbury or Mr. Glaastone to form oDe, aDd he 
ttH-ms itl just as they do, out of the! most prominent and powea:f"l of 
lUs political adherents and supportcu. 
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The Ministers held ill check, of course, more or less, according 
to tbe tntertsity" of their aggregate personalities, by the part' 
whose broad back supports them in the1r ele\Jated position, are 
practically as entirely masters of tbe situation in Canada as are 
Mini'lters in England. The Governor-General, as representing the 
Sov6eign, and performing many of the fundions attaching to 
Royalty in Great Britain, issues writs for the election of representa
tives, convokes, prorogues, or dis101ves the Legislative Chambers, &:c., 
&c., but he does this all under the" advice" o~ the Prime Ministet. 
for the time being. No doubt he has a power of refusing his assent 
to Bills, passed by the HOllses of Parliaments, or of suspending their 
operation pending the assent of the Crown, but practically it would 
be only under very exceptional circumstances, such as that of a 
debatable measure passing by a small majority, that this power 
would ever be exercised. 

Then, each Province li'as its elected Legislature; in the majority 
of Provinces these consist of two Chambers-a Legislative Assembly 
equivalent to a House of Commons, and a Legislative Council, 
representing the Senate, or, in a far~uff way, a House of Lordo;-but 
in some Provinces there is only a single Chamber. Everywhere a 
Lieutenant-Governor locally represents, and ic; nominated by the 
Governor-General, and he is assisted (as it is called) by all Executive 
Council which is a Cabinet enjoying the support 4>r the time being of 1 

a majority in the Legislative Assembly. 
/!! Some of the provincfls are poor and backward, like Sind with 
us; ther~ (as in British Columbia for 1l1'ltance) there is only a single 
Chamber, and the number of official .. have been cut down to the 
lowest po!>~ible limit. British Columbia has a Legi<;lative Assembly 
of 24 members, amongst whom four Minio;ters, a Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works, a Minister uf Finance and A~ricuIturet an 
Attorney-General, and a Provincial Secretary and Minister of Mines, 
constitute an Executive Councilor Ministry. There, of course, the 
people! managing their own affairs, and being poor have a very "heap 
Government; it is not a!> in India, where even the poorest Provinces 
are loaded with an elaborately expensive Government, ie: some cases 
costing more than the entire Province yields, directly or indirectly. 

Quebec, again, which is more like the N. W. Provinces and 
Oudh, has the double Chamber-the Legislative Assembly with 65. 
'and the second or Legio;lative Council with 24 membdrs, all, of 
course, elected-and with these an Executive Councilor Ministry, 
supported by the majority of the Legislative Assembly, and consist
ing of -"members of both Houses, though Lhe majority are (rom the 
Low« House. 0 l 

But- whether poor or rich, each rovinee manages its own 
domestic affairs, '" seems good to t majority, and through its 
rq>re~ntatives it takes pa.rt in the managemel.t of all larger ques
tions affecting the dominion as a whole. PtacticaUy in all matters 
affecting their own interests, t~ people of Canada are entirely inc:t-J.. 
pendent, and it is they, the p~p1e, who alone uAdctstand WbaH~ 
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Watlt, and what they do not want, and how any and every measure 
will affect them and their interests; it is tbey,-we say. who aloM 
decide wktJt shall be done, and /tow it shaH be done, This is what 
we have to aim at j the struggle for justice in this mattc-r may be 
long and must be severe, but we must never either relax our eti'orts 
nor despond; we must prepare ourselves" to suffer and be ;tt;9ng," 
and through darkness and storm, if need be, by patient toil and 
unswerving fortitude, to win our wat to the only goal for which it is 
WOI th the while of an, civilized nation to struggle. 

But great ends have to be compassed by small beginnings, We 
cannot get all we want, or all we deserve, at once. We must travel 
the long and weary road (of which more on another occasion) to 
responsible Government, step by step; all this we admit, but we 
shall never, never attain that goal at all, unless we begin taking those 
steps, and th'1.first immediate, practical step, which every man can 
take, which every enbghtened Indian, W'ho is not a traitor, will and 
must take, is to join the BENGAL NATIONAL LEAGUE, ~r some similar 
association, and support it not only with such pecuniary aid as each 
can afford, but by personal effort! to extend its influence, strengthet'i 
its organization, and help to smooth the way for ih triumphant 
upward progre<;s. 

Are any of you still asleep? AWAKE I The time has now 
come to exert ol\rs~lves; only the cull of head or heart, only the 
unenlightened, the timid, the selfish will shrink now from pressing 
forward. There is an immensity to be dope, all the more reasoj 
for setting to work in real earne.,t at once. We cannot expect any 
great results from even our most strenuous exertions for some time 
to come; we must be patient and wait for these-and the sooner 
we take the work in hand, the shorter WIll be our time of waiting. 
Do not let Uf shilly shally half-hearted I)' ; at last, we do all thorough. 
Iy know what we want and what we mean to have, 

Let m then be up and doing 
With a btl1rt for 011Y jote; 

Stili acllieving, stili pursuing, 
Lealn to labor and to WAIT. 

IN discussing the poVlical position, attamed by the 5e\1erat 
Dependencies of Great Brf:ain, we enumerated those that at present 
enjoy what has been callbd ResponSIble GoveJ:nment. VIS., thosce 
which are, as we hope ultimately to be, ,Practically indepenQent'bf 
Great Britain, as regards the conduct of internal affairs. Taking the 
1)ominion of Canada as a type of ti're form of Government to which 
we here, though not at once, aspire, we have endeavoured, in the 
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briefest; possible manner, to convey some idea of how its admims .. 
tratian is, in pra.tice, carried out The other Responsible Govern
ment Colonies-Newfoundland, Cape Colony,' Tasmania, New 
Zealand, Queensland, Victoria, New South Wales, and Soutb 
Australia -have constitutions similar to those enjoyed by the J)om.i .. 
nion':A> except that they are not complicated by the secondary or 
local'" Legislature~ and sub-Governments, which were the necessary 
concomitants of the federation to which the Dominion owed its 
birth. All are presided over by Governors, nominated for a term, 
from England, like our Governors and Viceroy, who represent the 
British Sovereign, but in all, the real power rests with an Executive 
Council, 'VIS., a Cabinet of M.inisters enjoying the support of the 
majority of the Legislative Assembly for the time being, which 
Legislative Assembly is, in all cases, elected, though the franchise 
varies in the different Colonies. 

In all these Colunies, there is a second or higher an3 less lolula" 
Chamber, usually called the Legislative COUNCIL, which plays (or is 
intended to play) the part and occupies the position in regard.to the 
tower and more popular Chamber, (t?sually designated the Legisla
tive ASSEMBLY) that the House of Lords and the Senate do in 
England and in America, respectively, in regard to the House of 
Commons and the House of Representatives. Of course, these 
second Chambers are intended to act as II drags" 0)1 the Government 
coach. Popular assemblies are liable to be sudden'y and veliemently 
affected by gu<;ts of passiop, outbursts of virtuous indignation, aqd 
the like, and thus to be led into unwise, if not actually ruinous, lines 
of actio!? The second Chambers are intended, in virtue of the 

'more conservative characters of the members who compose them, 
to object and oppose in such cases, and by their opposition afford 
time for the people and their popular Chamber to cool down and 
look at questions flOm a common-sense pnint of view.· Of course, 
therefore, a different class of men is wanted ill the Upper to what 
you get in the Lower House. In England an heredItary peerage 
has provided this different class, but this is now losing gradually the 
confidence of the country, as a whole, and, doubtless, the existing 
House of Lords will have to be modIfied before long, so as to bring 
it somewhat mo~ in harmony with the popular sentiments of the 
present day. But in the Colonie,>, where no nobility existed, and 
~here it has not been the policy of the Crown (a great mistake no 
doubt) to create one, other expedients to secure a more conservative, 
stable and cautious set of men for the Council than are usually 
returneo (in many cases by manhood suffrage) to the Assembly, had 
to be adopted. • 

In New Smith Wales, Queenslan~ and New Zealand, the 
Councillors sit for life, and are nomin ted from time to time, as 
vacancies occur, by the Governor, under, 't pr'lSent, in most cases 
we "i:le1i,'Ve, the advice of the Ministry. 

In the other Colonies the e;ouncillors are elected for a term ali 
fcar.s. but in all cases by electors having a property, and in .-i 
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places~ '(I.f. Tasmania), an educatipnal qualification as wen; whereas 
itlemberS ctf the Assemblies, in several of these Colonies, Are elected 
~ the basis of r~allhood suff'rage. Mureover, ill ahno!'t an cases 
~ Councillors themselves require property or other qualifications 
h(:lt demanded from members of the Assemblies. 

it would serve no useful purpose to go now deeper infb the 
differing details of the constitutionc:.of each of these eight Respon
sible-GOvernment Colonies; suffice it to have given some idea of 
the barest outlines oa their administration, and to note that, however 
they may differ on other points, they agree in this that in e7m'), case 
it is the people of the Colony who know the wants and wishes of 
their fellows, and thoroughly understand all local conditions, and 
not a number of strangers from a distant portion of the Empire, 
too ignorant even to realize their own absolute want of knowledge; 
it is, we say,.he people of the Colony themselves, and not aliens, 
who manage and conduct all its internal affairs. 

But it is no secret, we suppose, to any of our readers, that all 
Great' Britain's dependencies ha'4c by no means as yet attained to this 
great blessing of Responsible Government. Besides the group, which 
comprises the Dominion of Canada and the other eight Colonie<> 
already enumerated, which has an aggregate population of, c;ay, nine 
millions, there is another smaller group, usually designated Crown 
Colonies, with an ~ggregate population of, perhaps, seven millions, 

Now these Crown Colonies are divisible into three c1asslil: 
First, those in which. under one name or the other, two Chambers 
are retained, one an upper and smaller olle. like our Executive VI 

Supreme Council, the members of which are either elected (as ate 
the Bahamas) or nominated (as at Barbadoes and the Bermudas); 
and the second, a considerably larger House of Assembly or Repre
sentative A~sembly, the members of which are in all cases elected by 
electors possessing a property qualification. In the case of the Baha
mas, it might seem as if the form of Government closely appr.oached 
the "Responsible," but, as a matter of fact, it is divided from this 
~y a great ~.ulf, for in ~1I these t~~ee Co!onies, the Ex~cutive CO~llcil, 
in other woras the Cabme~ or-Mmlstry, lOstead of bemg practically 
the masters of the Governor, are really his hUn;';ble coadjutors and 
more or less his subordinates, and this Cabinet, instead of depend
ing on the support of the majority of the Lower House, is composel. 
partly of ex-offiCIO Ministers and partly of nominees of the Crown 
or Governor, who could, theoretically, snap their fingers at the largest 
majority of both Chambers. But less satisfactory as is tltis form 
of Government, in all these three Colonies,. a very considerable 
amount .')f control is S!ed over the Executive, and in oot one of 
these are any of those arbi ary acts and abuses of authority, which 
have too of teo charact ed the public administration in India. 
possible. 

Secondly, we have a group of f:olonies, in which there is a single 
~e,gislative Assembly, and that partlyel&tive and partly nominated by 
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tire Cro\V11~ and designated, therefore, a "Co1?lpo.tile C()IlIIcil." This group 
includes Western Australia, Natal, British Guiana, t~e Lec:ard Islands 
and Malta. It is to a place in this group that India (as will be seen 
by the tenor of the National Congres<;'s srd Resolution) aspires 
as a first step. and it may, therefore, be useful to glance at the 
Jeadi~ featurec; of the administrative arrangements in one or two 
of the more important of the~. The Government of Western 
Australia is diredly administered much like that of India, by an 
Executive Council, prec;ided over by the Govetnor, and composed 
of five members, officials, appointed by the Crown-the Colonial 
Secretary (equivalent nearly to our member in charge of the Home 
Department), the Colonial Treasurer (our Finance \1ember), the 
Attorney-General (in \\ hom ollr Legal Member and Advocate
General are advantageouc;ly combined), a director of Public \Vorks 
(in whom our Mini~ter of Pllblic WOI ks and many Chhlf Engineers 
are rolled up together), and, la'ltly, in consequence of the peculiar 
condit1:ms of the Colony, a Surveyor-General. 

Now this Executive Council iii! thcoretically, in most respects, 
just as absolute and irresponsible as arc our Viceroy and Council, 
but two causes operate to render the Government of Western Au<;tra
lia almost as free in practice as that of any of the othcr Responsible-
Government Colonies of the Australian Group. , 

The first of these is, that the population of Western Australia, 
though sparse and scattered over an enormous length of coast lin~ 
is 'a population that do riot understand any nonsense, and who are 
quite capaf>le of chucking their Govcrnor and his Council into the . 

a;ca, if they oppre'lsed and bullied them too much. Any Governor ! 
and Counct! of Western Australia, who on their own IPSE DIXITS, in , 
defiance of the clearly expressed wishes of the entire population, I 
!>hould suddenly impose on these an extra taxation of two millions 
sterling,. would, in an inconceivably small space of time, find them
selves having a 11lost un-pleasant talk and taking a most un-pleasant 
walk, "along the briny beach!" But, bec;ides this unacknowledged 
but most powerful check upon exuberance of autocracy Qn the part 
of the Governor and Council, there is also an acknowledged and 
legitimate one. W~tern Auc;traHa has a Legislative Council, which 
is not, like our Indian ones, a sham and farce. This Council consists 
o~ seven nominated and fourteen elected members, a considerable 
property qualification being required from both electors and electees. 
Practically in one way or another (the matter is too long to enter 
upon in this present brief paper) almost eVf'ry question does come, 6r 
at least ·can be mad~ to come, if the ~Iected members so desire, in 
one shape or anoth':!r, before this . Coun(jl, and that too in such a 
way as to enable the majority to place o~tally on record its disap
proval of any propUied or consummated Government measure. Of 
cour'e, t.Ale Execut;"e Council can theoretically ignore any such 
expressions of opinion, but in pra<j:ice this is, we believe, unheard of. 
So far as we can yet ~ udge, (in the absence of much more detailed 
information as to the existing position of the Government, which 
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has comppratively recently been modified in. several important 
respects, than w~ can obtain in any book), so far we say as we can 
judge, the lines on which the Govcrnmt>l1t of Western Am.t~a.lia is 
run, are precisely those on which the country desires to see the 
Government of India run, as a first step towards that Responsible 
Government, which is necessarily the ultimate goal of all our 
political aspirations. c 

AFTER Western Australia the next m03t important of the 
si ngle. chambered, compo~ite counctlled <colonie<; is Natal. Here, too, 
as in Western Australia, there is a great deal of real freedom, and 
in practice it is as impos~ible for a Governor to go right in the tceth 
of the unanimous opinion offthe colony as it would be for a Prime 
Minister in England to run counter to the Britisl! Vox Del (I) as 'iom<. 
arc pleased to designate the Vox populi. 

There is the inevitable Governor, there called a Lieutcnant
Gove-mor, assiste<! by an unusually large Executivc Council, consist
ing of nine members, Vtz., the Colonial Secretary, the Secretary for 
.Native Affairs, the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, the Cgief 
Engineer, the Chief Justice, the Commandant of the Troops, and 
two elected members nominated out of the Legislative Cd\lncil. 

The five members of this Council, first enumerated, hav~ 
ex-oJlicio seats in the Legislative Council, which besides these includes 
23 elected'members, two out of whom must also sit in the Executive 
Council. These ('Iected membcrs sit for four years unless the 
Council be earlier dissolved by the Lieutenant-Governor. The. 
electors are required to possess a substantial property qualification. 
In most matters the Executive Council can, at a push, override a 
majority di the Legislativc Council, but, as a matter of fact, in 
almost all internal affairs, the Executive follow the opinions of a 
substantial majority of the Legislature, if not (hlmediately, at ally 
rate, if such opinion is reiteratcd by a fresh majority, after a dissolu-
tion. ( 

The' Government of British Guiana is curious and cumbrous, 
a modification of the previous Dutch Government, and one we 
should not care to see reproduced in India; but for all tlfdt it can 
boast the possession of at1 very strong representative <::.lement, quite 
strong enough to render iMPossible those gross mistakes as to the 
views and wishes of the people which con~titute, it might almost 
be said, the rule, arid not the exception,' wher~ the Governmt.nt in 
India is concerned. ' 

" Not, be it clearly understood, that we are ascribing any blame, 
in saying this. to individuals; it is the system, not the men, that we 
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now seek to arraign. Here we have a lot of unfortunates, perched 
up above the clouds, and forced to legislate apd arrange for a 
country and a population of which they are profoundly ignorant, 
from whom they are completely isolated, and who for all practical 
purposes are entirely irr.risible to them. And they make blunders? 
Well' and que voules VOlts? What else can you expect? It is all 
very well to compare them to the ~ods who 

" Lie beside their nectar whIle their bolts are hurled 
"In the valleys far below." • 

But those gods, at any rate, had, e% ltypotMse, first class brains, while 
those of our rulers are often rather below average, and then, though 
those gods were rather ill-conditioned, and smiled when they ought 
to have wept, (much like some of our heaven-borns) still they could 
look down and could see what wac; going on below, whereas our poor 
"Governors and Councib" ~ce the clouds, the clouds, and'nothjng but 
the clouds. 

No 1 Do not let us be angry wIth or revile our poor rulers-they 
mean well; but the system under· which they work renders it 
impossible, it would seem, for them to use even such faculties as it 
has pleased the Almighty to endow them with, to any good purpose, 
in our service. They ale perpetually, according to our view, leaving 
undone the thing that they ought to have done, and' aoing the thing 
which they ought not to have done. Meddle and muddle, to choose 
tht1ir own apostle's apt defivition, sum up their entire labor'), but this 
is t'he result of a villainous system of Government which divides the 
rulers and 'he ruled as effectively as jf they were in different plarets, 
and if we blame our ruler,> indiVidually, it i" chiefly for being so stupid 
as not to realize the absurdity of their positions, and not to join 
with us in endeavouring to bring about a rcform in the existing obso
lete and mischievous arrangement. 

To 'return. Briti'>h Guiana is governed by a Governor, COllrt of 
Policy, and Combined Court. The Governor, of course, is sent out 
by the Ministry in power in En!;land, when the vacancy occurs. 
He may be good, bad or indifferent, but as thec;e Ilre too commonly 
cases of provid1l1g for" the brothers and the cousins and the uncles" 
the bads and indiiterents it mu~t, we fear, be admitted, " have it." 
The Executive Government consists of the Governor, aided by the 
C~urt of Policy, which consi'>ts of five official members, and five 
elected 'members, the latter {"lected by a combination of an electoral 
College of seven members, dec ted for life by the several electoral 
districts, and the Court of Policy, as it stand", when vacancies have 
to be filled up. For whenever vacancies occur, the electoral College 
elect two catfdidates, one of whom the Co'lrt of Policy selects. Then 
six financial representatives are elected by the several ele(.toral 
distr~ts, and these, coTijoined with the Court of P<wicy, con'ititute the 
Combine! Court wliich disposes of all questions of finance and 
taxation. 

Thus all snch matters are dealt with by an assembly of 16 
mf'mh~r'l_ of whom II are elected, but by the interpoition of the 



electoral College and the power of selectil)n vested in the Court of 
Policy, (in which, whenever a vacancy occurs. there must always be 
five officials to four elected members), five of these eleven are sure 
to be more or less Conservative. It would be quite easy to work' 
out a scheme for India on the lines of the British Guiana Constrtll
tion, but we consider that it is on the lines of the Western Ausn'alian 
Constitution, which is altogether sfinpler and more easy of introduc
tion, that we should endeavour to work. 

The Leeward I~iands again are a sort of confederation, remind
ing us of that of the dominion of Canada, but not enj.)ying 
Responsible Government, only Composite Councils. The<;e Islands 
are six-~t Kitts, Dominica, Antigua, the Virgin Islands, Montserrat 
and Nevis. Each of these Islands has a President, who, like the 
members ot the Executive Council that ac;sists the Pre'lidcnt, j'l 
appointed by the Crown, and a Legislative Council, which i'l partly 
official and partly non-official, and- in the cases of Antiglla and 
Dominica, the two most important Islands, partly elected. 

In Antigua, the Legislative Council consist, of four ex-officio 
official members, eight members nominated, and twelve clecteJ by 
voters, having a sub~tantial property qualification. Dominica has 
only fourteen members in its Legislature, of whom half are 
nominated, half e'ected. A'l for the members of the Legislatures of 
the other four small Islands, they are all nominees, but half are 
officials and half independent (or suPPos1d to be so!) The whole 
six Islands are presided over by a Governor, aided by an Ex:ecu~ve 
and a Legislative Council. The former consists of faur Island 
}'re'iidents, three t'x-officio member .. , the Colonial Secretary, Attorney~ 
General and Auditor,Gcneral. and ten unofficial members. The 
Legislativ~ Council consists of eighteen members, half nominated, 
halt elected. The nominated members include the three above
mentioned officials, a President, who must belong to on~ of the 
!sland Councils, and five unofficial members, taken one from 
each of the Islands excluding Antigua. It will be seen that in 
one way and another, every part of this straggling group of 
Colonies is represented in the administration. The Islands 
are by no means advanced; any goo4-sized sub-division 
in Behar would exceed them ten-fold in the population, wealth, 
intelligence and every other qualification for ensuring, primd fa~e, 
the sur:cess of representative institutions, but while these have been 
ultroduced and permitted a substantial development ill these back
ward and ipsignificant islands, they have thuli r.lf been rigidly 
excluded from this greitt continent, throngt1d now' with hIen fully 
as inteIligent, if not more Sf, than the great ~yJk of the el~ors 
of Great Britain. 

Malta, which nally is little more than a '"great fortress, l,Xhich 
might, like Gibraltar, be expected to have only a Militat.y,uovernor 

, entirely autocratic, has, as a fa.;t, a Composite Council like the 
preceding Colonies. The Governor has an Executive Council of 

, three officiak. and also a Council of Government, comprising the .. 



- 37 -

officer commandin~ the troops, eight other civil official.;, and eight 
elected non-official members, elected for five years ~y electors havlJ)g 
substantial property qualifications. 

So even here in this barren island fortress, inhabited by foreigners, 
a considerable proportion of them, enjoying a worse reputation than 
that 8f any other rdee in Europe, representative institutions have 
made a certain advance. 

IT now remains for us to deal, and briefly, with those few and 
insignificant little fortresses and settlements which constitute the third 
class of Crown Colonies, the only, group of British dependencies, 
except India, in which no represent'ative element enters, at present, 
into the administration. 

Some of these are inhabited by mere savagei. ReasoJ1ably 
enough, for instance, in Fiji, Representative Instituti,qns are flOt yet in 
vogue. The mass Gf the population are still savages, men of a low 
and non-Aryan race, still cherishing strong predilections for" long 
pi~. " and the result of the 9remature illtroduction in those islands 
of Representative Institutions would probably be the serving up of 
His Excctiency the Governor barbecued on toas.t, along with the rest of 
bis European coadjutors, skilfully cuisined, to the manifest discomfort 
of the individuals concerned. We think we can assure Lord Dufferin 
that if he should resolve to aid us to attain that humble modicum 
of representative institutions at which we at present aim, neither 
he nor even the younge5t, fattest and tenderest of his Aide-de-Camps 
will il)cur the slightest risk of such thoughtless and discourteous 
treatment! 

Penang, Perak, Malacca Singapore, Hongkong,-mere dots on 
even the largest scale maps,-naturally have no representation, the 
conditions of these settlements with their immensely preponderant 
masses of low fourth race, nOI1- Aryan inhabitants, the survivals of a 
tfine before the conception of representation had dawned on the 
human mind, would render revesentative Government,(cxccpt coupled 
with franchise qualifications: which would reduce the electors to a 
purely, n::>miaal number,) practically impossible. 

In Mal1ritiu~, a targer and more i~portant, though stilI insigni
ficant colony, the goveming Council, although no elected members sit 
thereon, comprises aJarge proportion of non-official nominees. We 
hav,-' nq.hesitation in sayirlg that representative rnstitutions ought to 
be here introduced. These have been withheid to permit the planter 
class to continue to oppress an~ ill-treat the immense majority oj 
the population, which is of Indian origin. It is not necessary 



or desirable to give, at present, to the I naian emig~ants, who constitute 
Cully three-fourths of the population, /Lily preponderant voice 
in the administration. But numbers of them have grown in wealth 
and intelligence, and they ought to possess a potential voice in this, 
and to be placed in a position to defend their humbler comrades 
against the oppression, cruelty, and shameless and selfisl:f'class 
legislation of the dominant plarr:er class and their official friends. 
Had this been done, the disgraceful barbanties which for long 
characterized the treatment of our people in MaUlitiuc;, and which 
necessitated a Royal Commission to bring it wIthin something like 
decent limits, could never have occurred. As it is, the treat
ment our Indian brethren still receive is far from what it shol.lld be 
and the laws are still most iniquitously favorable to the planters, and 
justice and fair play will never be setured until our people are, 
to some ext:!nt at any rate, represented in the administration of the 
Island. 

The Seychelles, St. Helena, Heligoland and other tiny ocean 
speck'l, the west coast of Aflic~ settlement:>, VIZ., (I) the Gold Coast, 
\2) Sierra Leone, and (3) the Gambia River, in all of which the 
entire population are a low race of nOll-AI yan savages, Gibraltar, 
a mere fortress, naturally and reasonably stand excluded from , 
Representative !nstitutions. To Cyprus there is little doubt that 
these will hereafter be extended, if the bland, which we greatly 
doubt, be permanently letained by England. 

Jamaica and Trinidad, bJth, despitr~ their world-wide known 
names, small Islands with very limited population~, thnugh each 
reckol.ing a large number of nomlllateJ non-official members in 
their Executive Councils, do not enjoy in these days any form of 
representative government-a f,lct that may be explained with 
reference to their past histories and prescnt conditions. 

In the Falkland Islands, unless votes were given to Sea Lions 
and Penguins, it would be difficult to get up a constituency, numeri-
cally worth bringing to the poll. . 

St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, Santa Lucia arc all mites of 
places, in the same category to a great extent as their larger brethren 
of Trinitlad and Jamaicil, and In none of tnese could anyone 
acquainted with the local politics be ~urprised to find that the re
presentative illstitutions that all these at one time and up to H'e 
enfrart-::hisement of the slaves, enjoyed, were later voluntarily 
surrende·red. In this matter lies a lesson for us. When the Negroes 
were enfranchised, it appears to have been tak\::l1 for gra,tlted that 
they were then and there (people of a distillctly lower race, and 
entirely uneducated as theYjWere) entitled to vote. They immensely 
predominated in most islands, and began to return persons of their 
own race and cali''''e to the Legislatu~es, w}.ich naturally thus re
cruited soon came into a collision with the Executive. The situ~tion 
became impossible, and represe'7tative institutions were abolished 
or more properly surrendered in all the We"t-Incia Islands, except 

, in Barbadoc" and the Bahamas. Of course, the mistake lay in not at 
\ ( 
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once hedging in the franchise with qualifications which would have 
kept not the Negfoes as stick, but all ignorant and needy persons, 
black or white, from intermeddling in matte1"~ they were not 
qualified to deal with. If now, at this present moment. when our 
political organizatiun is still imperfect and immature, you were 
to i.troduce full-blown Representative I tlstitutions into India 
on the basis of Manhood Suffr~e, or on that of any low franchise. 
the country would be most injuriously affected, and might conceiv
ably be brought into a st<lte requil ing a regular reconquest of the 
masses by the higher and educated cl.i~ses, a~ting in conjunction 
with the British. and the temporary re-establishment of a military des
potism, such as succ(>eded the Civil War in the Southern States, or 
the Mutiny in Upper IlJdia. But you might introduce a representa
tive element into our Government here, on the basis of a high 
frallchi~':! 1I1volving considerable property or educational 911alifications 
to-morrow, not only without a shade of ddnger, but with infinite 
benefit alike to Europedns and Indiam, to high and low, to rulers 
and to rulcd, and it is simply cra<,s ignorant::c of the real condition 
of the country and thc real state of puhlic opinion among<;t us that 
leads anyone to deny or even question thi" fact. 

To return Briti<;h Hondura<;, a<; formerly a dependency of 
Jam,\ica, is in the same categolY as this !,ltter, and there only remains 
for us now to notice Ceylon, the last and at the sar1lc time by far the 
largest and most important of those third class Crown Colonies, frolU 
wiose administration a rep.e'>cntativc elcment is wholly excluded. 
The Governmcnt of Ceyl0n i'i very similar in form to that of India. 
As a matter of fact, it ha~ becn its p!O~drnity to India, and tllC fear 
of setting up at India's doors 'a government::oo much more liberal 
than the authorities have ever been inclined to conccdc ttl U<;, that 
has kept Ceylon in the backward po~ition she now ocoopies. But 
for this there i'i little doubt that, like all colonies ' at all approaching 
her in· size and importance, Ceylon would long since have passed 
into the second or composite council clas') of colonics. 

But despite this unacknowledged, and probably never verbally 
formulated, reason for excluding a liberal element as much as might 
be from the administration of Ceylon, and despite the fact that the 
inhabitants, as a body, are far less advanced than the people of 
India, we yet find that, even in this exceptional third class colony. 
the Cingalese occupy a better pf)sition politically than we do. LIke 
India, Ceylon is governed by a Governor with an Executive and a 
Legislative Council; the Executive Council includes the Colonial 
Secretaty, who is also) Deputy or Lieutenant-Governor, the Queen's 
Advocate, the TreaslWer, the Auditor-General and the Commander 
Df the Forces. This Executive Coun;i} is, at first sight, very like 
our Viceroy's, but in reality it is a body much less under the Gover
nor. c~ntrol, and both Ill<>re independent officially and more under 
the influence of public opinion. The Legislative Council, as here ill 
[ndia, consists of this Executive (iouncil, plus two P1'ovitICi,z! Lieute
lant-Governors (Agcnt~ t;le)' arc c<llIcd), the Sun'cyor General, the 
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Col1ector of Customs, and five unoflkial nominated members. Tltiq 
does notprOlntS8 any much greater fret:donl from autot"ratic and 
arbitrary government than the Government that we have m India, 
but, as a matter of fact, it co,zfet'J it. In the first place, theb'e is in 
C~ylon a real equality between Cingalese and Europeans; none of 
the sham and show in these matters which is all we in India:> ever 
get, but bond fide equality. There Qas never been an Ilbert Bill there; 
for many years past, Cingalc;:se Magistrates have sent European 
ne'er·do-weels to j~il, dealing with them precisely as European 
Magistrates deal with Cingalese badmas/tes, and out of this and 
other similar facts, it has come about that European gentlemen 
meet and treat Cingale')e gentlemen almost as their equals, and that 
the authorities show a consideration for the views and wishes of the 
people of the Island, that, as a broad rule (of course we have had 
exceptions like Lord Ripon and Lord Reay), is unkfl0wn in the 
case of the authorities here. Then, again, the unofficial nominated 
Members of the Council alc not altogether the cyphers they are here. 
They possess the right of interpellation, and are thus in a position to 
force full explanations from the6 Executive, a consciousness of which 
fact has a tendency to keep this latter on its good behaviour, an 
incitement often much needed by our IndIan Executive. 

We have now glanced ca~ually at the nature of the Government 
obtaining in each ~and all of Great Btitain'" Dependencies, and we 
find that, while more than half of these are absolutely fl ee, and 
have been thoroughly honestly dedIt with, in so far that they 
are Fractically treated in strict accodance with Brtisl). national 
theoretical professions in legald to ciVIl liberty and the like, 
almost the whole of the rest enjoy a measure of representation 
which equals or exceeds all that our BENGAL NATIONAL L~AGUE 
is prepariwg to struggle for Even in the small re~idue of petty 
settlement" among')! savages, military fortlesses and "oceanic dust," 
which constitute that tiny and degraded group of third class, arbitrary
Government, Crown Colonies, the only place of any appreciable site 
and importance, although kept back and treated \\ith less Itberality 
than it would have been but for its pJOximity to us, and although its 
people are distinctly less advanced than ours, yet enjoys an adminis
tration superior to and more advanced than our Ql,vn, and distinctly 
characterised by a more just, liberal, and considerate treatment of 
the people of the country. .. 

And yet,-yct thel e are people to be found who profess to wonder 
at the universal discontent that plcv-lils amongst liS, or at the efforts 
that we are beginning to make, to win, by all honorable means, an 
improvement in our degraded political status! ' 
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JEN we consIder our own mfserat"lc plight, so far as th~ 
Je ef those p<1litical rights, which are every free-\'lorn citizen's 

19ht, is concerned, and then tUfn to the enviable position, 
}.ied by our fellow-subjects in the Canadian Dominion, Cape 
~es, the Australian Colonies, &c., we cannot help wanting to 

.w- what 'we have done to be thus left out in the cold, or again 
t they have done to obtain so JUuch that is denied to us. 
A study of the past histol'Y of these colonies answers this 

.er question conclusively. It may be thougly that Great Britain 
.. vllceded to them the liberty they enjoy out of love, gave it to them 
as mainly inhabited by Britons, and denied it to us as Indians. But 
history shows that it was nothing of the kind. 

Great Britain oppressed and misused her American Colonies 
politically until these, goaded to resistance by jnju~tjce precisely 
similar to what we now suffer from, rO'le in arms a:ld seized the 
indcpendence that, t'lt those days, it was impos!>ible to enjoy as a 
dependency of the Britbh Crown. 

Great Britain in like manner defllt unjustly, poHticaI/y speaking, 
with her Canadian Colonies, until they rose in rebellIon, and then, 
and not till then, was political freedom conceded to them. '1<'or ten , 
years the' Australians maintained such an outcry [or the control of 
their oWn affairs, and that outcry so increased in intensity that it 
became patent, even to Lord Palmelston, that, unless what was 
asked for was conccdeJ, the Colonist!:. would follow the example of 
th~ creators of the Uniten State", and then, and not tm then, was 
political enfranchisement conceded to the Australians. 

At the Cape of Good Hope i'i: was the same thing. There too, 
as here, the inhabitants were governed as children, denied all real 
voice in the government of their !twn country, and excluded from 
all political rights. FmC'1 1841 onwards they petitioned for re
presentative Governmcnt, but it was only whcn they rose in arms' 
to resi.,t an arbitrary mandate of the authorities, that John Bull's 
eyes were opened, and what thcy had so long craved and demanded 
was granted to thf'm. 

The fact is that the "aid J Ohl1 Bull, good, honest man as he is, is 
rather o[ the old ·school of parent'l, and, if allowed his OWIl way, 
would keep his children in bibs and tuckers all their lives. He 
l.lt:c\inf's to perceive that they are growing up, and need, therefore, 
habiliments suited to a more advanced period of life, and it is not 
until a SO.l kicks up a real good row, and makes himself thoroughly 
disagrerable, and evidcnces a capacity for making himself a great 
deal more disagreeable still, ,that Mr. J. B. realizes the changes 
time has brought about, and thenceforth treats that recusant child 
as a grown-up and respof/sible person. 

If history tCl;lches us anything, it teac.hes us that it wil 
. ··l)ly only bo by making ourselves disagreeable, in one way 0 

hat we too shall succced in obtaining respomible Goven 
. -rc axe right, as' well wrong, ways of doing ev 

F 
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thing, and it may be well to look a little closer iuto the hi 
the emancipdtion of the Colonies above referred to since Wl 

learn thereby what to avoid as well as what to isnitate. 
And here we propose to quote a few passages from 1\ 

Payne's" Colonies and Dependencies." After explaining that C 
offers fewe; inducements to Colonists than the United Stat(.s, 
says :-

"To retain the loyalty of Canada to ehe British Crown, and to e 
it eo compete with th~ United States as a field of emigration, it was thol. 
proper to give it some semblance of free government," 

Theil, after describing the arrangements made, he goes on :
"The Canadians were thus cajoled with the same emp!y show of 

representative institutions, which exists at this day in Germany. The Councils 
and Assemblies could, indeed, vote new laws; but their acts reight be vetoed 
by an irresponsible Executive. The Councils and Assemblies voted supplies, 
but the Executive administered them. No Member of the Executive could 
be deprived of his pose by ehe Council and Assembly; and however corru pt 
and unpopular the entire Governmer.t might be, it was removable only by 
the British Government which acted through the Colonial Office. A system 
better ajopted eo degrade and irritate a growing community could not 
have been devised . reI Ibis system existed in tbe Canadas for balj a unlltry.. a;la 
il flJould probably bllve exiilcd 10 Ibis day," (Mr. Payne writes 1883 It .. bltd rlol 
Ibe CanadiartJ risfll against if in anns." 

Now all this applies with even greater force to India; we are 
more unjustly treated than ever were ·he Canadians; they were 
allowed some semhlance of representative institutions, they actually 
had some political rights, whereas we, politically speaking, are mere 
serfs. 'Let us take the lesson that the story of the emancipation 
of the Canadas teaches to heart, but with",1 let ue; not blindly 
imitate these pioneers in the path bf colonial enfranchisement. 

We must not blame tltem; we cannot realize the difficulties 
in their way. It may really have been necessary for tltem to appeal 
to arms. Hut now, after the lapse of nearly fifty years, after a broad 
road has been cleared through the, at that time, unexplored jungle 
of colonial oppression, it never can be necessary to appeal to arm,;, 
since we can certainly, by a little extra patience it may be, secure 
by peaceful means all that we desire. And this Di!i.ng so, it would 
be a crime of the deepest dye to resort, even uudcr far greater pro
vocation than we have yet received, to violen~e. Let us explain: 
In a coullt~y like RU'isia, where there is no liberty of the Press, no 
freedom of opinion, no channels for constitutional agitation left 
open, we hold that violence on the part of an oppressed pO}Julation 
h' perfectly justifiable. They must not rise until they have made 
sufficiently good arrangements, and have made sure of sufficient 
support to render their success probable, as to do so would be to 
risk uselessly many I:ves. But they have a right to freedom. Tl.cr r 

s no other way by which by people so situated it can be att'" 
nd they are, therefore, justified i\'l tdking up arms. B' 

'e, with a free Pre';e;, with perfc~t freedom of opin i 
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channels for constitutional agitation left open to us, it would be a 
monstrous crime ev;n to dream of having re~rt to brute fbrce. 

For it is not as if one could single out one, two, or ten men 
responsible for keeping us still bound in these swaddling clothes 
of arbitrary Government. It is not Lord Dufferin, it is not his 
Count:il. who are solely to blame; it is these, and the whole official 
body here, and the great body of retired Anglo-Indian officials in 
England, and the great mass of tfnconscientious politicians in Great 
Britain, too lazy to learn at first hand the truth about InQjo. It is 
this immense body, perhap<; a million or so of men, who are con
jOlntly responsible for, and must sharf! the shamc,and disgrace of that 
political slavery under which we, free-born citizens of that boasHul 
'I Land of the Free," are condemned to rot and wither. If there were 
a dozen men even whom one could point out as.maltgllt111111i main
taining this iniqUitous order of thinge;, we should certainly say, seize 
them and keep them in confinement till they repent their sins, and 
are ready to do unhl others as they woulJ be done by; but they 
are to be numbered by hundreds. of thou<;ands, and, what is more, 
for all we know, the great bulk of them, so far ae; they have at all 
considered the matter, are aiding to sit upon our heads (lIke a set 
of drunken cabbies on that of !tome pour faIlen horse) tIl all good 
faitk! That they sm, in that they, some of them, allow themselves 
to be blinded by prejudice, "elf-conceit and self-interest, while others 
will not try to le.trn for themselve~ the real truth of the matter; that 
so surely a!> there is in the great hpreafter a petfect requital of all 
good and evil, they will each and all meet with a fitting requital 
for this sin, is certain. But that sin is of such a nature that no 
earthly'"judge can presume to apportion its punishment, and no rash 
or hasty sufferer by it should' dream of tak.ihg upon him&elf to 
requitt: it. 

But it is not only this. Even if we could pick out (which we 
cannot) the hundreds of thousand., of men, who conjointly in varying 
degrees are the criminale; in our ca~e, even, If it were justifiable, 
(which we have just .,hown that it i" not) to use violence to punish 
the~e, . .ve should still be no nearer a ju~tification of'lny resort tv 
arms, since in this latter th\; people whom we should kill or wound 
wQ,Uld not be any of the'>e criminals, but a set of entirely innocent 
anp probably ignorant men, knowmg nothing whatsoever of the 
mhits of our case, and only loyally executing the orders they receive 
from their superiors. To injure one of the'5c, whilst our objects 
are attainable (more !>lowly and at fM greater cost, it is true, but 
still aJtainable) by peaceful means, would, according to our creed, be 
an unpardonable ct,;ime. 

No! if that sterner course of actioll, suggested by a leading 
Anglo-Indian Jour! al the other day, be ever ullwisely adopted by 
ant G.verment here, we al'lo may begin to .hink of sterner mea
sures to vmJicate. ')ur right; but so long as the Freedom of our 
Press and our Freed0m of Opirfon are left int,lct, and so long as all 
channel~ fat constitlltional a,itation arc left open to U'5, we hold 
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tJle man Wllo sllould propose any such sterner m~asures as the 
Canadians fett compelled to resort to, a traitot not only to that 
Queen-E1npreso; to whom we all owe allegiance, but equaUy to 
Inuia's cause which he might pretend to desire to aid. 

WE commenceS in our last a cur'wry' examina tion of the cir
cumstance'> which led to the political enfranchisement of the 
Can ad as, held, for nearly fifty years, in an Egyptian bOlldage, 
closely resembling, although not quite so objectionable as, that 
within whose iron bands India is now wasting. We explained that 
although the Canadians re!>orted to arms, and may pos;ibly under 
the circum!>tances have been justified in so doing, nothmg of this 
kind could be necessary in our dse, as matters now stand, and that, 
therefore, any re'>ort to force on our part would be a crime. We 
dwelt upon this the rather that it is e,>.,ential that all sh<>uld under. 
stand that, while we commend the Canadian" fr.w the resolute 
stand they made to secure their political rights, and hold up this 
resolved attitude as an example to be followed by our own people, 
we not only do not hold up their m~thods of procedure a'> desel vm~ 
of imitation, but unhesitatingly condemJ1 them as unnecessary 
in the present day, and consequently unju'>tificlble. 

Let us now resume the story of Canada's emancipation Cas told. ' 
by our author:- L • 

Ie When Queen Victoria came to the throne in ISn; 1e DCltIIZf were 
sung in honor of the event in the churchca on the St. Lawrence. The coo
gregations quitted theIr st:ats and walked Ollt. Before the end of the yedr 
several bodies of insurgents were io arms In different puts of the Prav ince. 
The discontent of Lower Canada had reached the point of outbreak. The 
Assembly had forwarded to England the grievances of the Colony, embodied 
in the" Nint}-two Resolutions," and a majoTity in the British Parliament had 
r<'plied by suspending the Cauada ALt, and plaCing the Province under 
military rule. The situation was the same as the situation had been· in 
New England sixty years before, when P <Hllament suspended the Chartel' of 
M,>ssachusetts. The cOlldition of Upper Cdllada W;lS little better. The 
G)vernment had faller. Inl<> the hands of an offiCial clique who styled them
selves the British party The great majority of the people were de~ignated 
rebels, and were believed ill Great BCltollll to be anxious to shake ,pff the 

,British connection, and Lo annex Cauada to the United ~tates." 

Truly "mutato flolfzine de Ie /abula nart'fllllr .. " can any histo
rical parallel be more complete? Already we have the Pioneer, 
the organ of the official clique, who here !>tyle themselves the Bri-.ish 
party, in all article that undoubtedly only eCQoed the sentiments 
of the great bulk of the Anglo-Indial\.,officials, unblushingly recom
{Ucuding ":.tcrncr measures," in ot~cr worJs the equivJ.lcI)/;s of the 
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'ltspension of the Canada Act, and the su~pension of the Mass.~ 
~husett's Charter! .can official blindness go further? Have the, 
fates, indeed, foredoomed these men to destruction, and, as a first 
step, according to the adage, deprived them of reason? It is too 
ab'lurd,-there may be men in India iJiotic enough to contemplate 
such i1 step, but, surely, even John Bull will not fall till ec times suc
cessively into the same pitfall! T8 resume :-

" Upper Canada, though not in actual rebellion, was ripe for it. The or.?. 
break in Lower Canad", was suppressed, but 110 little interest was then ta~en in 
Canada or its a!fairs that the very fact of the lebellion ~as generally unknown 
until, in 1839, there arrived' m Liverpool on theil way to Van Diemen't 
Land twelve: Canadians under sentences of transportation fOJ treason. Ellg1ish 
people were startled, and some indlgoant sympathisers sucd out writs of 
hobelJs (OrpUI, and ultimately the prisoners were released. This incident 
caused enquiry, and enquiry disp~lIed a cloud of ignomnce. At length, by 
force of public opinion, the muadon was realized by British statesmen, and 
the true remedy was applied." 

He then proceeds to explain in detail the system of representa
tive Government, introduced by the Union Act of 1840, and con
cludes as follows :-

'c The subordination of the Executive to the Legislature, as in the mother~ 
rountry, which was thus secured, received the name of' Rc~ponsible Govern"" 
ment.' It was the emancipation of the Colony, and rendered it practically 
as free as one of the United States. It was aho the emancipation of the 
Empire, for when secured 1101 one of the Colories, it. \Vas within the reach 
of all. This change is the principal event In our modern Colonial History." 

. Well done Canadians! Did we not recently say rightly that we 
woulu 910t blame them? ·For tIS as well as for themselves, for 
India's torrid realms as well as for Canada's frozen steppes, their 
blood was shed-and what they diu anti dared renders it unneces
sary for those who follow to imitate their mal11tPr of action, while 
it,illustrates for all time the spirit in \\-hich injustkc· and wrong 
sitould be opposed and conquered. 

We might have described this hi')torical episode in much greater 
detail; the account is after all mo')t imperfect, and the extraordinary 
parallelism of the Canadas and India, where political questions' are 
concerned, might have been brought out far more strongly, had we 
told the story in our own words; but we prcferred an independent 
witness, and we have, thercfore, quoted vC1batt1l1. from the work of 
an Englishman who has n~ither knowledge of, nor sympathy with, 
India,.,and whose words mlgflt, therefore, be expected to carry greater 
weight with our adversaries. 

• • 
'Let us now glance evert more cursorily at the cases of the 

Australian and Cape Colonies :-
"Until 18p, th~t is to say, for a period of hal, a century, New South 

Wll1es I-.,d been governl!d as Canada had been governed before the Act of 
1791, that is to say, despotically by I' s governors. It then reccived II mock 
constitution, something like that w ch Canada had received half a century 
before. The Australians like th Canadians had lone: ch.afed under the 
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mi.government of the 'Colonial Office [iliff IIJ «If bave 1,lIg .chafed tlflifr I~ 
",isgo'fJern",thl of the India Office]. and. Strlll1!~ as it leems, many AUMralian. 
ate now living who once denounced the tyfuny and opprClrlIiOll of the 
mother-country, and loudly clamoured for separation." 

Here, if anywhere, one would think is a lesson (or our rulet's. 
Some of them. at any rate, must have seen the downright incel1diary 
pamphlets that circulated in New 3.lUth Wales,-pamphlets to which 
~ strongest of our appeals are but as moon-beams unto sunrays, 
or as water unto wine. Things went from bad to worse; through
opt the forties the e.clamour grew; Great Britain began to realize 
that she would either have to fight for .Australia or lose her; and 
in 1850 the necessary concessions were made. Then, when the 
Australians had been placed in a position. enabling them to separate 
themselves from the mother-country, was anything further ever heard 
of oppression and tyranny? Did anyone of those" Sydney Rebels," 
as the Conservative party. the bureaucrat<;, designated them, ever say 
another word about separation? So far from this it was just from 
Sydney that the volunteer contingent was sent the other day to sup
port the British cause in Upper Egypt. It was a thoroughly bad 
~use. ;;rhe bombardment of Alexandria WdS a crime morally, and 
a bltln8er, worse than a crime, politically speaking; the attack upon 
the Mahdi-British intervention in the matter in any shape-a pure 
piece of dcme1Ztta: but this only make,> the cac;e the stronger, that 
even in a bad case a community rushes forward now to support the 
same country. thancss than forty years agevthey were denouncing as 
an oppressor and tyrant, and from whom they were preparing to 
extort a separp.tion by force, if needs be; and all this simply becausp 
in the interim those political rights which inherently pertain '~o every 
free-born citizen of the British Empire, long unjus,ly withheld from 
them. had at last been. and with a fairly good grace, conceded to 
them. Now we, with our poor corns maddening us, compre'>sed in .fl1l 
iron shoe of .foreign make that in no way approximates to fitting ~s, 
do no doubt complain in mild and mea'>Ured tones. The Piollee1', it "<; 

true, talks of our violent language. Does the Pzoneer remember the 
old gentleman, who, sitting in an omnibus, blandly remarks to the 
cOl1ductor: "Oh, Mr. Conductor, I should be so grateful, if you 
could go on, as I have an important appointment to keep," whereupon 
the conductor, Pit?lIt.'cr-like, f:;creams out to the driver "Go on, Bill, 
here's an old cove jn here a cussin and swearin like blazes!" Veri I)", 
in like fashion, are we" cussin and swearin like blazes!" but, if nOlV 
t1i:'':ing pity on our sufferings, J oi»! ~IJ!l wit! kindly allow us to divest 
Durselves ')f these incongruous and impossible iron boots, and let us 
5t ourselves or allow us to help him tq fit us with 'a pair of. wearable 
shoes, that make due allowances for our actual configuratIon, there" 
will straightway be an end of all complaints, and instead of a dis
satisfied, unhappy, suffering nation, continually half inclined to doubt 
whether the best plan would not be to slip cables and rur. for it, 
England would find in India a well ,wisher, an admirer, a friend and 
ally, such as the whole of the rest oLthis round, rolling world never 
till and never can furnish. v 



tbat it behove, our rulers to study: with a., much care as we propose 
to do-struggles' as" pregnant witit lessons for them as [I)r ourselves 

l
-What says ~tr author? 

"Such is the story of the attainment of "Rc,ponsihle Government" 
y the prjnciph?Colonies. Jt amounted to the political enfJ'anchisement of 

several milliolls of ,olonim, residing in the dependencies beyond the seas. 
The incidents, whkh immediatelYI'l0ccasioned it in each Colony, are of 
little importance; its deep fundamental cause Wal the enfrandusement of' 
the English Middle Cla~ses by the Reform Act of 183z." 

And yet after the ~eform Act of IS8S, whereby the Engli<;h 
lower classes also were enfranchised, there are people mad enough 
to - suppose that a Il}odification of our p~<;e"t despotic and autocratic 
form of Government, in the direction of Responsible Government, 
(mark, we only say in the dil'ectzoll of this) can long be withheld 
from us! 

Possibly this is, in some degree, our own fault. If we \~~ to 
storm. and rant, and resort to such tactics as found favou5> "-ih!!, 
l~r cplonies, it would- po<;<;ibly make things eaqier for all rartle'l, 
f[.".l bring our grievances within what Mr. GJad~tonc c;alled thc 
sph~t olpractical poLjtic,>. But a') we arc quiet and orderly, i~'4\sing 
to stain our conntty''1 Ilnsullicd robe with bloodshed or other crime, 
as we insist upon tru<;ting for 'iuccess to per,>i'>tent effort'>, carefully 
restrained within all those limite:; prescribed alike DY the law,> of God 
and of man, our adversaries, it would seem, cannot believe that we 
are ill earnest, and affect to treat our fix~; resolve'l as merely thc 
wayward fan,leta of naughty children. 

Ah ! well we can afford" to lahor dnd to wait ;" let those' laugh 
who win There are people for \"hom the pasl has no lc!>,>onc;, and 
the f\ltll!c no viSIons. But that any cultivated and unprcJI,dlr.ed man 
should' doubt what mU'it be the ultimate result of that endeavoUl tf'l 
secure political enfranchisement, on Which we are now soberly enter
ing, would, were such a thing po,><;ible, be, indeed, a marvel. 

As for ourselvC'c;, we have no doubts and no illusions. We know 
that confining ourselves rigidly to constitutional methods, the work 
wiII be long and weary. We foresee trouble and even, perhap<;, 
suffering for SQIlle of the mo'lt pr0minent workers. We look f6rw,lrd 
to insults and abuse, misrcprc~elltatlOn, fal.,ehood, slander, and all 
tIle other evil practices to which our advel'laries have already sCl 
freely resorted. We are prepatt:r1 for repeated disappointments, 
where English politicians are concerned, such as that of which we 
have recently had experience in the matter of the Parliamentary 
enquiry; we know that neither here nor there are we dedlin~ wi~ 
thoroughly hone'lt, straightforward public men whose words an! 
their bonds, but with a lot of professional politicians, whose public and 
private consciences are entirely disconnected, and who, while ill 
private life, truthful and honest-,' are so in public life only when , 
departure from the straight and narrpw way does not appear to !!hem 
more expedient. We realize that J>r long we shall, as it were, beat 
our hand, against 2\jdull Wall of selfi,lIlcss, greed, race-prejud~c, and 



WE again quote Mr. Paync:-
"The next Colony, which obtained lespo"psible Government, was the 

Cape Colony. So long as the only route for '6ll1ps to India wu rour.d th~ 
Cape, it was thought necesslry to maintain this as a Crown Colony, g.,.ri
soned. by British forces. TheoGovernment of the Colony was unsatisfactory 
to the colonists as in Canada and Australia [OJ our GOflernmt1lt is np'W to N!.] 
Crown Councils, Executive and Legislative, had been established in ISH, 
previol's to which the Cape had been treated merely as a military post, and 
rlll~ by a military Governor. The settlers petitioned for Representative 
C.o~ment in 1841, but their claims were neglected [tbey took no m"OJltres 10 
~-fe Ib?1nJelfles dliogreedole], and so httLe attel/tion was paid to their'wi~hei 
that the Home Government, when the Austrahans refused to take any more 
conviCjl. determined to make the Cape a penal settlement, and~ '349 
de8~ed a shipload of convicts to Cape Town. -The colonists, who were 
resolved to make a stand, rose in arms and refused to allow them to be land
ed. This incident forced their claims on public attention, and in the nelt! 
year (1850) the Goyrnor was empowrred to summon a con~tuent Council 
for the purpose of settling a more acceptable form ot Government." 

Full Responsible ~;'ernment was then conceded, and though 
their path, in other ways, has been beset with thot'n5, this was the 
end ch the colonists' troubles with their Government,. 

Now, can anything show 1U<::Jre clearly than this simple, unvar· 
nished story that the whole secret of cliclting rdOl m at th4-' hands 
of our good Lord and Master, John Bull, i<; to ma!,c oneself disagree
able? You may ap~arently complain and petition ad tnfimtum; 
thus did the Canadcls, the AustJalta<;, and the Cape, but they took 
nothing by their motions; they might "hout till they were hoarse, 
but until they began to kick, to fight, 0)" evince a readiness to do so, 
until, in fact, they began to make them<;elves disagreeable in good 
earoe!.t, no one paid the slightest attention to them. 

Very clearly we have to make ourselves disagreeable; and • 
• please God, as time goes on, we will do so, and no mistake; but, 
there are ways and ways of doing things, we do not approve vi" a 
resort to arms. \Ve shall not break either the laws of God or man. 
We Sloall work within both constitutiolldl and common law and local 
'aw l11T'its, but we shall nevertheless .hope to make ourselves ulti-

ITmately so stupendously disagreeable, as to for.::e even our" claims 
00 public attention," and so secure those modifications in the existing 
form of the administration, which are essential to the prosperity 

(of India, and the well-being of her now greatly depressed and suffer-
intpopulatioll. • 

~nd, now, glancing back 4' all these past ,struggles-:-struggles 



INQIA'S FAREWELL TO LORD RIPON . 

• 
TREU UND FEST. 

~Farewell, true heart, farewell, farewell ! 
Our happy dream is o'er, .. " 

Thy kindly clle, thy steadfast love 
Will soon be ours no more! 

Farewell, fa!'ewell, • nation's love,. 
A nation's prayers watch o'er thee, 

Nor space, nor time can part thee e'er 
From hearts that here adore thee! 

Thou cam'st, and /Ill the land grew bright 
And every heart beat high, 

Hope wrea.ed each home with budding blooms, 
So jweet ! so ,oon to die! 

Farewell, farewell, a nation's love, 
&c. &c. &c. 

But not for III the Hero's crown, 
The Freeman's priceless pri;J:e, 

And not for IIJ the cloudless smile 
Of Freedom's starry eyes! 

Farewell, farewell, a nation',love, 
&c. &c. &c . 

• 
Oh! ask not why, thy noble thoughts 

Scarce budded into Life, 
Or blessings, Love alone designed, 

Wasted in bitter strife. 
Farewell, farewel!, a nation's love, 

&c. &c: &c. 

Alas I that Freedom's sons should stain 
Their mother's spotless shield, 

And mar the cause their sires upheld 
On many a glorious field. 

Farewell, farewell, a nation's love, 
&c. &:c. &c .. 

• 
Sore raged the storm and bitter words 

Like poisoned partS grew rife, 
Anq evil de,;d., like loathsome weeds, 

"Pr."ed struggling into life • 
• T Farewell, farewell, a nation's love, 

&c. I &c. &e. 

- VuI, antt, note to page 9. 
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jgnorance, and that (or us will be that experience of hope deferred 
~at maketh tne heart siqc. Yes' and we know that long before that 
happy day shall come, long before that rl:;demption shall dawn upotl 
our beloved country, the hand, the head, the heart, that no~ ktdite 
these lines, shall have dissolved in ~e funeral pyre; and yet no sl1ade 
of doubt of the ultimate and entire triumph of our sacred cause ever 
darkens for us the outlook, or dims the bri~htness of that ~owet! 
vision cpf a free and happy India whiclf cheers and rewards us as 
its reality shall console and bless tho$e who come after us. Like 
Moses of old, we stand, lo~ing over that promised land, which s1ulll 
recompense all who attain it for· their weary wanderings in tllis 
wilderness of despotism-not for us that land flowing with milk and 
honey, that good land, where India's children shall once more make 
merry and rejoice; but that the days of their deliverance are drawing 
nigh, and that, though we be not there to share their joys, our people 
shall enter in and enjoy, is as certain as is the risin'g of the sun, when 
~~dy the dawn is ruddy in the East-as "tel tain as man's fj)lly, at! 
~tain as God's Truth. 
des~ 


