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Ritates the embodiment of a. few more facts, I 

ha~e .issued this second edition. giving simply 

~ reprint of Part 1. and adding a second Part. 

HYDERABAD, DECCAN,} 
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., HARIMAITISM I, 
~N]) 

" HO'W TO PREVENT IT." 

eM EN have C'aJ lll'd (iJstinctio11 by being irnmol'tali~C'd by tlle 
coining of ne\\ words in a language after their names. 

History fnl'lllshe'> U'1 with c'l:amples of good and had events 
t,}ms commpmornted ~fr 1', N lIfllkhcrji, of Bellgn,], ha~ eOll­
ferre-d an ll11Pnviah]p immortalitj on 11a1'i Mohan ]\{t1iti, who 
"() lIttely figul"pd so prominpntly in the Cal('utta Court<; in 

connection with thp 110W famous Phulmani Cft~c, hy coining 
j.be word Hltrimaitism, The fue t~ of Hari Mohan Maiti's casc' 
arc too well known to CVCl'y nC'w~papC'r reader to 1'C'<juire any 
r,'coulltillg of them herC', 

The glnt'ing ('vilb of Hindu soci(·ty have no", fol' It long time, 
h< 'cn ('ugltging th(' attentioll of the moro edueated members of 
that bo('iety and, moved by theil' reprcecntfttiolls, of philau­
tl ropic and sympathetIC mpmbers of other societie~, Tho 
cfHlses why ~uch e-fiol'ts have beeH futIle and barren 01 fruit 
al'c not far to sepko The peculia,r constitution of thc c-a&tc 

s)'stem of thc modern Hindus and the singular circumstanc'cs 
""tendant on the national upheav.tl, worked upon by, the 

,i-luences of Western educatiob, tempered by lctharglC Itnd 
r(>en negative bome influences, in gJ'llat measure, account for 

U~t. \ Another caU3e, and a not unimportant factor, is the rank 
~s17~)erstition and abject 'gnol'ance in which the mass of the, 

ti \\&le population of Int1ia is Aunk" It is a well known foot 
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thll>t even among woll educated gentlemen, on(' is unwilling or 
unable to introduce such and such a reforr. hecauile one's wife, 
or mother, 01' grandmother, or some fElmale member of the 
house, individually or collectively, is against the proposed 
cha.nge. '1'his deference to the opinion of woman, born of the 
a.ncient books :>f the Hindus, which inculcated principles not 
unlike those practiscd by the medillJval knights of Europe, hI.., 
been tho main causc of the detc"iomtioll of this once grand 
I'acc of Aryans! 

Every thinking HlIldu filld~ himbclf cOllfronted with the 
evils of Hindu social hfe, almost eve .. y moment, and he who 
does not consideI' it his duty to find some means of obvia.ing 
them, and after findiug it, advocating it with It tenacity av.d 
pcrscvcrance of purpoRc which is fonnd too often devoted to 
other and not al¥<!LYs praiseworthy pursuits, does not, in the 
writer's bumble opinioll, deserve to be classed as a patriot. 

Infant marriage and enforced widowhood hav!' come to hp 
acknowledged as tbe most crying evils. The Hmdu rdigions 
book.. only permit the rcmal'riugc of child widows; i.e., of 
those wbo have lost their husbands before commmmatiOl' 
Thus it will be evident that by suppressing the perniciouH 
custom of infant n,trriages, the number of <'hlld widows will 
greatly fall off, and in tbe course of a generation such widow, 
will cease to be an eyesore and It scandal to society ThuR. 
the; one preventing tho other, if Hmuu social refOrme1'R, 
moderate and extreme, confine theil' attention to the probl( m 
of infant marriage, their labours will have a better chance of 
heing rewarded with success, inaqmllch as their action 'I'iil lJe 
cireum'lcribed to a ~mal1er sphere and the enemieq ~,hey WOll Id 
a,~a'kcn in the orthodo'C camp will bo pr'opol'tionfttf'ly few. 
It must be admitted ,thnt every reform, social or p~liti~al. 
should make an hmnbl('. begillumg and progre"R only ,by 
dl:!grees. A great advane(' hn ~ boen mane hy the Act legaJisiing 
widow remarriages. A genm ation has passed since the emi t:lt­
ment, and, thank" til tiw l'iviliHillg influences of W ('S~ n 
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educa.tion, people have corne to look upon widow remarria.ges 
as 0. necessary evil and to see that the sooner they surmount 
their sensa.tionol 'art~pathy to it, the better it will be for their 
own peo.ce of mind. This has, in a great measure, prepared 
the minds of the people for further legisla.tion in thiil direeti~n. 

, The most crying evil, therefore. appears to bE' infallt marri­
nges. By preventing this, we mlLy prevent almmlt every 
other cvil th&t is now fclt to be oppressive in Hindu society. 
The evil con~cquellccs of infallt marriage arc indeed very 
great. It aifects"the menial (Lnd moral development of th .. 
nation as a wholc, intcrferes with educational and politicllI 
advD,ncement, and, in short, renders us retrogressive ItS Ilroee. 
Corred this one evil and a great boon will be eonferroo. 

Onl! thing at a time, 
And that dono well, 
ls a very good rule, 
As many ~n,n t ell. 

Simple as the verse is, it t.caches a vcry important 10:>sol1. I r 
Hindu social reformers will confine thei,' attf'ntioll to tLis oue 
~\lbj~ei or infant ma1'l'iagcs , they will be well advised. 

I shull now bricfly puint out the evils arising lIireetly a.nd 
indirectly from infant marriages, whieh will therefore be a 
tolerably fair index to the benefits that will o.cerue by its 
abolltion :-

(1) Physical deteriorution, consequent un the produchlou 
of weak and unhealthy offspring; 

(~) Early atta,inment of puberty; 
(3) Greater probability in the increase of the Humber uf 

child widows; 
(4) The impossibility of impaJ'ting sufficient education, !l.8 

girls 011 account of carly puberty, are early with­
drawn from schoo], to enter on the married s~te. 
It is needless to enlarge on the evil consequences" 
of such want of ~ducatioll; . 
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(5) Moral degradation of the people a$ a race; 

(6) Poverty, premature gmve, disc,", r and dependence 
on others; 

(7) Over.population. 

It will be necessary first to "iew the que~tion from u medical 
v 

point of "jew. The opinions of eminent medICal mm go to show 
that early puLert.y and a steady deterioration in the phy!>ical 
and mC'rul constitution of the mCl) are among the cOllsequences 
of infnnt marriages. A few quotatiOl1f> from medical 
autllO'ritics arc henmndcz" given, ill t}:o hope that the magni. 
tude of the evil may be more g<>nemlly brought home to Lbe 
minds of the puhlic . 

Du. CilEums, Author of "Indian Modieal Jurisprudence," 
wrote :-" ] t "ta.mls to reason that a wife ought to be a parent, 
whom t"be least obben ant would d<'c]o.rc to be a 'woman' alld 
not nil immature 'child.' 'l'hercfol'P, if safe child.bcarlllg 
and healthy offspring nre to be regarded [I ~ the fil'sh object!> 
vI mal'dage, this rite ought to be seldom allowed till the 
oighteenth yeltr, the sixteenth year being the minimum ag~ 
in exceptional cascs." 

DR. F.URER, M.D., wrote:-"'I'he Iactho.villg attained the 

age of puberty does not by any means imply that, tho~~h 
capable, she is .fit £01' marri!Lge. PhYbiologicnl ~ci('IJet', ca,n· 
man sense, and observation, all teach that an immature mot} el" 

is likely to produce weak and imperfect offspring. Bef()ro 
the parent gives birth to the chilll, ~he should her:o.\'\£ harC" 
attained herfull vigOlu·. 'j'hat cannot ue look"a for in farm It­
'children of ten to fourk-ell YC..t1'8 of age." 

DR. J. 'EWART wrote :-" I am of opiuion that the 'minilW\!ll~ 
age at which Hindn women should be encouraged to Itllu"ry 
If<Ylld be after and not before the sil1:teent1, year. But the r :lce 

' would be improved by postponing t.he marriage of wonlen 
to the eighteenth or ninitcenth yen l' of ngc." 
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DR. S. G. Cn. J~ERBUTTY, M.D., wrote :-" It is a V1ClOUI 

custom tho.t as soon as a girl menstrillites she must be married. 
This is not done in any civilised country, nor should it be 
done here. The practice of abstinence, which the deferment 
of marriage imposes on a girl!!! more beneficial to mallktnd 
~an its reverse in early marriage." 

DR. 'r. E. CIlARLBS wrote :-" I wonld hog to be allowed 
strongly to insis' on the fact that tho beginning of menstrua.­
tion bhould not be taken to represent the marrin.geable age. 
It is true that, talking generally, this may be ~UIJ. to be a sign 

"that 11 girl has arrived at the age at which Rl(' limy conceive. 
It is an' Ilndoubted fftct, howevCl', that out of many girls 
living in the married stili" aL the time' that menstruation 
begins, very few do conceive for many months and even years 
after the function has l:ccomo pstablishod. I bclirVd thal 
(tlthouyh t"i.~ event 'mlty lie /nken to r<'}IN'81'Id (,(lll!.nrncing 

llubert'!J', a girl ought no/' to be taken as ht1Yillg :ll'l'ived at 
puberty, till various changes in her orgu,lliMtion whieh take 
place gradually and occupy It considerable period., have hflen 

. fully completed. 1t is also of great importanoc that the faeL 
should be kept prominently in view, that there is a In'oad dis­
tinet;ion between the time at whieh it is possible for lL child 
to conceive, and that at which it is expedient, fl'om a medicnl 
point of view, I,hat she should be allowed to become a mOdlOl'." 

DR. D. R fhm'H, M.D., wrote :-" Defore the age specified. 
(SixteI'Il) a female oonnot be said to be fully developed, either 
physically or mentally. Some parts of her osseous strllC'tllrc,r 
which are essential to the reproductive function, aril notJ1 
yet consolid/l.ted. The first appearance 'If these sexual Changes 
which mark "puberty," are by np means to be regarded al'l 
eomcident with the most fitting time for marriage. '!Ihey 
merely indicate the development of procreative power and 11 
possible capacity £01' conception; although it is to be observed 
that a female li1n.y conceive befor; sb~ has ever menstruated 
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and also that infants have been knowlI t? ·-:lenstrnate. The 
8tomach digests, the brain Blabo1"a,te~ thought, the voioo gil1BB 
utterance to Buch thought long anteri(,r to thll tim'3 at 1AJhillk 
these functions are performed with full force and in physiological , 
per/elltion ; and a similar law of N atllt'(' appliC's to the sexual 
system of the female." .... ) 

DR. N. K. Bos}; wrote -" In dctermilllng the age in quel:l­
tion, more regard is to bc had to the period~ of life, when by 
its anatomical development, the fcmrtle system is fitted to 
enter upon thc functions and dut te~ of maternity, without 
injury to itself, or the physical del l'rioration of the offsprLtg 
bogotten by it. I should say that (JUl' yil'18 should ,lOt '.e 
?narrllld brfor, they have atta;nrd rd lrast the riqlttf'enth year of 
their agf'. B(jorp fhi81)('riocl, their 8?Jstem would not bear with 
?'7nlJVrlity, tlt!' r/min which HUt/, mity 1nusf rsfabliBh ill it." 

Dlt. ATMARAM PANDURA'Ie., of Bombay, wrote :-" Puberty 
is not the best criterion of propel" marrIageablo age, for it is 
not the period at which development of the parts concerned in 
gestation and delivery is completed, 1101' 18 then the mind well 
adapted for the requirements of the mother in taking proper 
care of her delicate and tender offspring." 

Dlf.. WlIITE, Professor of Midwifery, Grant Medical College. 
Bombay, wrotc :-" Menstruation is no doubt the most impor­
tant sign of puberty, but when it shows itself early, it is only 
the sign of commencing puberty, and in the absence I)f other 
indications, by 110 means implies that a girl is fitted for mar­
riage ~nd child-bearing. It is not until pube1·ty has been fuZZy 
eatablished that the minimum marriageable age has been 'l'6acked, 
and this rarely occurs, in ~ny opinion, among Native girls before 
the flfteenth or sixteenth 'Year; but if marriages are delayed 
until the eighteenth year, the frame would be more thoroughly 
developed, the danger o~ chpd.bearing would be lessened, and 
healthier offspring would hI. secured." 
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DR. MOHENDAiJAliL SIRCAR wrote :-" Thecommencemont of 
the menstrual function is no doubt an index to the eommence· 
ment of puberty. But it is a grave mistake to suppose that the 
female who ha.s just begun to menstruate is capable of giving 
~.·th to healthy children. The teeth no doubt are intendedlor 
the tnltlltieation of solid lood, but it would be a grievous e"or to 
think that the child, the moment he begins if) cut his teeth, will be 
able to live Up01~ solid food. Our anxiety, on the contrary, 
should be that the delicate masticatory or~anB are not. injured 
or broken by giving the child too hard food. So when we Ree 
a. girl }lave the monthly flow, we should not only watch it.q 
eonr~c and regularity, but should also watch the other col­
lateral developments uf womanhood, to be able to determinc 
the better the time when !.he can become a mother, safely to 
herself and to her offspring For, it should be borne in mind, 
that llhile early maternity results in giving hirtll to short­
lived or unhealthy c11ildren, it at the same time seriously 
compromises the health of the mothpr also. I can speak 
positively on thi'l subject from personal experie!lc" A bost 
of complaints from which our femnles suffer life-long, or to 
which they fall early victims, arise from the evils of early 
marriage-namely, early puhescence and early maternity." 

Thi~ lE'nds us to the ncxt question,-whctbcr early mnrr~agL 
IS not the cause of early pubescence. Tbe sto(·k argument with 
anti·reformers is tbat we must follow the call of Nature, ann 
that marriage should be consummated immediately on th(, 
commencement of them<'Dstrual-function. It will however he 
evident from tbe medical opinions quoted a.bove, that itt is a 
grievous error to think BO. Tbe weight of medical opinion i~ 
very strong in supposing that early marriage is the cause of 
early pubescence. . 

DR. S. G. VlIVLKERBUTTY wrote :-" The Hindu and Ma­
homedan girls, from the oustom of ee.rJy marriage, attain to 
lorr.('d puberty at an parlier age. T.Js should, therefore, never 
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influence our opinion as to what is the propo age for puberty 
under nor'mal ciroumstances." 

DR, D. B. SMITH wrote :-" The oltl'ly betrothal system and 
the bringing together of persons of immatUl'e age must be bad, 
as involving It disturbanoe of imperceptibly gradual sex~l 
development, and as lighting up what in medical phraseology 
might be called an unnatural erythriwYn." 

DR. 'I'. E. CHA.RLES wrote ;-The g1'rat eiNule whicJ. induce8 
carly mrnsinttrlion is undoubtedly ertrly ntarr,·uge. The girl is 
forced into menstruation premo,tul'cly by the abnormll,} con 
ditions under which marrmgo places her . 

• , Horse·hreeders are well aware of this physiological law ; 
and owners of racing steeds habitually tr.ke advantage of this 
natural hlW when it suits their plll'poses, by confining a pony 
under the same roo", though separated from the mare by 
partition, when they desire that her ovaries should be forced 
prematllre',y into that condition which is aualogous to the statfl 
they are in. during menstruation in the human species. 

"I believe, in tho young widow, and in the girl kept apl1l·t 
from her hushand, menstruation occurs uniformly later than 
in those living in a state of marriage. 1 am also of opinion 

, that the universality of early marriage hns had a decided 
eft'e.<'t in determining tho earlier appearance of menRtruation, 
as it is well known that instances of early and late menstrua· 
tion show themselves regularly in special families, and tho 
age at wllich menstruation occurs may be l'cgurded as in It 
great measure hereditary. A very large number of instances 
of m'enstruation met with before the thirteenth year is capable 

'Qf very oasy explanation on the supposition of ebrly marriage 
having caused their premature appearance. It marriage be­
carue generally delayed till menbtruation has been fully 
est.ablished, I am quite sure ,t,bat after a serios of generations, 
meustruation would c\lrne on habitually at a Ia.~er period, and 
much more closely approauh to a. Western standard." 



Dn. D. B. SMl'l'H wrote :-" J aru inclined to belie, e that very 
early marriages ';; this country arc mentally degrading as they 
are physiologically bbjectiol1lJ,ble .... " 

•. It may, 1 think, without ltny (''l:aggeration or cynicism~ b e 
baid, that the present systcm of early marriage in Bengal 
(;~ India, likewisc) panders to pa"Ssion and sensuality, violates 
the reqnirempnts of N atul'P, lowers the general standard of 
public health, lessens the avel'a~e value of life, takes greatly 
from the general interest of existing society, and allows the 
}>re.sent race to d~'teriorat/J both to its own dislt<lYantage nnd 
1.0 the detriment of future generations." 

DR. N. K. BO&E wrotc :-" In this country thc custom uuder 
!lotioe has prevailed foJ' oentul'iCb and gencmtions, aDd it is not 
to b(' wondered lit, thercfore, that our boys nnll girls l-hould 
ILUain to puberty at an ('ltrlil'l' Jleriod of lifo, than ullder 
a healthier system of matrimonial connpctions t1l('Y would 
lun c donc:' 

• nn. ATMAR \M PAl'<))UHANf, \~ ,'ote --" J II ~om(' cases puberty 
il; known to como un us early as ten ) ear~, llnd in others so 

latl' as seventeen or eighteen 'yenr:;,. In some rare instances, 
th(' ratamenia ocom' rcgularly ('Ycry month from ipfancy. 
'j'hi" difference amongst girl<; is caused by some peculiarity 
itl their individual constitution, but in n large majority of cases 
chiefly 01' entirely by social influence-tho influenc(' Oil hn.bits 
of thought and adion whieh Roeioty ha~ on mch inrlividual 
rnember." 

Dn. A, V. WIII'Cr, wrote> .--" Early Ulltl'l'iage8, It>! they 
[)htain in this country, have the effect of premilot[tl'oly rousing 
~he o,?ric into a state or i~('tivity, lind early men8tru~tion, 
is the resnlt;. But this early menstruation is unaccompanied 
wi.th the other signs Ot development or advanoing puberty, 

sUOll as the special gl'owth of the rCl'Toductive organs in ~n. 
Junction with tbe gener&.l develol'ment ot the trame, \l,na. ot 
tho mental faculties. Th's pernicioufl custom 11118 80 lon~ 



10 

prevailed that it has now become the constitutional habit of 
Indian ~rls to menstruate early; and this habit, I believe, 
is transmitted from mother to daughter. oJ:iIndian girls were 
not to marry till sixteen or eighteen, I believe that in a few 
geD:erations this habit would be broken, and marked improve­
ment in this respect would be observed." 

DR. MOIIENDnA.L~LL SIReAR wrote :-" I lU1v(' no doubt Til 
my mind that high and luxurioll'> living, ane e~rly I:\ooing 
~lrid knowing, 01: child hllShrtuds and child ",ivell, ia\oul'ed by 
the l1uJ.iety of fond parents to 5ee their littlc Onetl become 
fathers and mothers, are the ch:ef causes of the forced pubert) 
which we so much regret in 01.1' femalos rather than in OUt· 
ma.le children." 

.. Another argument with allti·roiormc)·s is that we I ndian-. 
are living under peculiar climatic conuitions, and that a" 
under such circumstance~, our girls attain puberty soonol', 
it is cssential that carly marriagc'! sllOuld continue t.o takp 
pmee. Here again wc mUbt be guided by medtcal opinion. 
What do doctor~ bay P That the mfluence which climate ha~ 
upon the early puberty of Indian boys ltnd girls is ' so littl('. 
as to be almost inappreciable.' ., 

DR. N. ClnVER& wrote :-" 'rhe g-oucral oplllion among 
physiologists is that all collateral circumstances, eoo('ept those 
of c),i'Yll,(J,te, being equal, all women would reach puberty .tt 
about the same age." 

DR. S. G. CHUCKEllRUTTY wrote' " The usual sign of puborty 
in a girl is the commencement of menstrnation, which oocur:­
as a ~eneral rule in all countries between the ages of ,hirteen 
and fourteen, though ill some casps it may come on earlier or 
later. The best standaru for comparison would be the Na.tive 
Christian girls on tbe one hand, and European girls on the 

• otHer, for in respect of marriage they ad~pt the same rule 
I a.m not aware there is any practical differenoe between 
theBe two classes of gitis as to the age of puberty." 
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DB.. ClIARLES wrote :-" Two pointE> constituting grave and 
formidable ~mpemments have come prominently berore me 
while making enquiries to enable me to offer an opinion l)n 
this question. One lies in a widespread belief that the climo.te 
leads to early menstruation which points to early marriage, 
~d the other a similarly extended opiuion that the climate 
caUties an early develpoment of sexual paSSIOn. There is just 
~ufficient truth in both these statements to render it impos­
sible to givo t~m a full and unreserved denial, and yet so 
little tnlth In thcm as to rendcl' the arguments based on 
them entirely valueless .... The climate and other surround-

-iugs of young girls may have some influence in leading tQ 

this result, but the great cause whICh induces early menstrua­
tion is undoubtedly early marrIage .... " 

"I 101lj;\' believed that the young Hmdu female is usually 
totally devoid of all sexual feelmg and speCIal enquiries on 
the point made during the preslI1t investigation havc com­
pletely confirmcd me in thiS opmion." 

DR. SMITH wrote :-" Bomp phYSIOlogists believe that the 
catamenial fUDctlOn does not OCCIII' earlier in hot than in cold 
elimates. Mr. Robertson, whose writings on thiS subject arfl 
well known, is a learned exponent of thiS view of the case." 

"Dr. 'filt compared from the works of varIOus authors a 
table of the periods of first menstruation of 12,037 wotpen, 
lD hot, temperate and cold climates The followmg ure briefly 
the results arl'lved at:-

No of obllervation~. Mcun age 
Hot clImates 666 13'19 
Temperate 7,237 J4-94 

Cold 4,1~4 16'41 
Grand mean of3.1l countrief. 14'85" 

DR. N. K. Bos~ wrote :--" I do not think climate ('x:rth 
that degree of infll1~nce in modifying the age of puberty in 
dift'erent parts of the world, whie~ has been ascribed to i~ 
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Some difference it will produce, no doubt; but this, on exami. 
nation, would be found to ronge within vc~ narrow limits. 
On studying the age of marriage in uiffercl1t countries at 
dillerent periods of time, it has avpeareu to me, on the other 
hand, that oarly wedlock haH bebll the ]'esult. of ignol'lLllClQ, 
u.ud of general degraded eonuition of the fomale :;ex, and hell~ 
at one time it was not unknown in the latit.ude;l of Rnghtud 
und Russia. And the miHchief lic;.. in tllis, viz., that whell the 
practice beeome~ a marked one, it tcnds tocperpcLuate itself 
by producingprl'cocious prematurity (sic) among the childnlll, 
in accordaucc with thc organ:c laws which govern the [wl·cdi· 
tary transmission of pilysi(!ltJ and mental (/Ultlitics." 

DR. ATMAllAlt P\NDUllANG wrote :-" Climate has 110 influence 
in the matt!'}'. The hl~tory of our own people in former 
ycars, when this perniciouB ('u~tom had no l'xi,tence, will bear 
me out fnlly, so tlll1t I nepd not point to other das~ep or tr;hill'! 
in this country or other conntries, savage and civilised, where 
the cUHtom of early maniage does not exist, to support the 
itssertion that climate ha~ no iufiucn(!t' ill the ('oming on of 
puhel'ty."' 

DR. A. WHln~ Wl'ote;-" Among ~~llgli~h girls, menstrua­
tion ocenrs more fl'equent ly at 15 years than at any other age, 
while among J ndian girls, in the majority of caRes, I helieve 
it occurs at thirteen or even less. The cause of this difference 
of two years is not )olO much. in my opinion, the effect of 
climate as a difference in the 'conditioll of the two races." 

DR. MOImNDRALALL STJWAR wrote :-" '~s to whcthbr climate, 
the (l.egree of latitude, the position on the surface of the earth, 
the nature of the floil and other surroundings have or have 
not any influence upon the menstrua.l function, its first appear­
ance, its sUbsequent.regularity, and its final decline, this i~ a. 

. question which may ati1l be regarded as open to discus-
sion ...• A superficial view of available foots would seem to 
incline the mind to the belief that climate does influence the 
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menstr~al function, delaying lts first appearance in the cold 
·and hastening the period in tropic:al climltt~s. After weigh­
ing carefully all' the circumstances which ha'Ve a possible 
influence on the function, I am led to believe tha.t if elimate 
has any influence, it is trifling, lIOt to say, infinitesimal." • 

By doing away with infant marriages altogether, the 
n·umber of child-widows will gradually decrease and in the 
course of a generation, child-winows will cease to exist. By 
a. reference to the last CensllH Report (1881) it will be evident 
that there are. allout 60,000 widows under ton years of age, 
and 80,000 under twenty. ~'hus if marriages &'rp postponed till 
aftf'r ten, the former "lal>s of widows will steadily decrease. 

Having thus briefly sketched thc great evils of early mar­
riage, I now proceed to ('oJl~ider the variolUl means I;nggested. 
by reformers and other~ for thei .. ohviation. They propo~e 
to mitigate the evil, 

(1) By the spread of educatioll. 
(2) By educating publie opinioll, by Rending out Hindu 

Social Reform Missionaries, &c. 
(3) By the cUllsoqnpnt revival of the ttllClent religious 

spirit. • 
(4) By legiblatioll, preventing all infant girl who became 

a widow before consummatioll, from enjoying the 
rights of a widow under the Hindu Law. 

(5) By withholding Univorsity hOllours, ~cholar .. hipl>. &c., 
from married men. . 

(6) By inflicting a sufficiently pruhihitive fine on marriage 
of boys and girl!! below a CP1 taill mimmum age. 

(7) By declaring mal'riages below It certain age im'alid. 
(8) By the formation of Social Refojrm AssociittlOllS .• 
These remedies are excellent in their own way, but the 

question arises whether any or all of these remedies Jill be 
sufficient to produce the desired end. It should be the aiijl of 
every reformer to act along the lines of least resistanoe, 
It would indeed be a very good thing if, as Borne wish it, the 

2 
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remedy is applied from within. But it must not be fOl!gotten 
that obstinate diseases need equally drastic remedies. The' 
evil of early marriage is a very deep-rooted o~e. The earliest 
books of the Hindus do not inculcate early marriage. On 
the'Qther hand, the majority of text writers arc m favour 
of marriage at about the age of 12. But spurious additions 
have been made by interesterl partie;, in the days of priestly 
supremacy, and the consequences arc the physical and moral 
deterioration of the ~hole race. 

'1'he educational remedy that is proposed ant9 its corollaries­
the formation of a strong public opinion again~t infant mar­
riages and the revival of the ancient H:ndu reJigious spirit, 
appear futile. It will be admitted tbat education h,\s made 
dome progres's among the Indians, fol', is it not on this supposi­
tion that the Congress demandl:! the introduction of a partiallr 
ellective principle in our Legislative Councils? What havp 
been the com:equences of this spread of education and the so:. 
called formation of pUblic opiuion ? What have highly educated 
native gentlemen, who are ranged in the fore-front of the 
Hindu Social Reform party, nnd tho:;e English educated 
Indians, occupying high and influential positions, done to­
wards the attainment of this olJject P At least, in their own 
families? Charity begins at home is of universal application. 
If one propounds a theory for the edification of one's brethren, 

c but ~ne is llOt prepared to practice it in one's own case, what 
confidence can one expect the public to place in one's 
vociferous preaching. Further, educntioll takes such an 
unreasonably long time to spread, and to make its benefits 
felt. Even supposing education docs spread to the l'equirw 
extent, it will be difficult to form a sufficiently strong 
public opinion against infRnt marriage. There will always 
be leaders and the led. It requires a great amount of moral 
staIrina to be able to introduce a social reform and to stand 

'by iSs consequences. Who among us is not afraid of Mrs. 
Grundy P How many are there who do not put forward 
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some excuse 01' ')tber for not pmctisinjl: what t.hey prcach P 
The cry is often heard, H If there are u dozen people who 
are willing to abide by the consequences ef thl' introduetion ' 
or a particular reform, I am ready to join!" Jlut why do YOll 
fIIot; lead the way P Who liro to h,} the dozen people yon want 
to follow P 

Centuries of foreign o" ... rlordship ha.ve' dimme'd the original 
splendour of the Hindu>;. Priests alld Brahmans have done 
the rest. Moral coumge and illdepenrlpnce of thought are 
at their lowest ehb !l.mollg tll(> mllhses. Thanks to the 
ben"volent rule of the British Government, we arc beginning 
to look upon ourselves moro a'! wo ought to have done, 
considering our glorious past. Tho English language haa 
been the common medium by which t,he Panjabi, the Bl'ngali, 
and the Madrasi speaking the most different language, I~nd 

wearing various dresses meet upon a common platform 
and exchange their thoughts. We arc therefore ag.1\l1 being 
welded into a nation with the Rame politic'al oujects and 
aspirations. '1'he differeuce bctween political and social 
reform qucstions lies in thi~, that inasmuch as polities 
directly affects only a particular class of people, Dorial reform 
makes itself felt by every indivldual member of the sOClety; 
and while in the one case illiterate woman holds nndivideq. 
sway, in the other the field is left in the undisputed pGsses­
sion of man. It follows therefore that female education is 
the only means of bringing home the magmtude of the evil 
to the unites of Hindu society. Hero, it is evident that, 80 

long as the system of early marriage prevails and along 
with it, the custom of early consummation. i.e., as soon as 
the child attains to the age of eleven or twelve, gi.Is will 
continue to be withdrawn from 'ldupa.tive influences at an 
age when they are by no means com\>etent to comprdhen~ 
much, being but a degree removed from the infant ~/1ge. 
How then can education spread among the women of India., 
and what chance is th~e of a h~althy public opinion being 
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formed in that daBs, in which alone it is likely to be of a.ny 
value in securing the desired end P 

The proposed legislation, preventing an infant girl who 
be~omes a widow before consummation, from enjoying the 
rights of a widow under the Hindu Law, will be equally uselelfB 
in arresting the evil. No father or gu&rdian marries his 
infant daughter or ward under the idea that she wi I become a 
widow before consummation. If however such a misfortune 

c 
does occur, the loss of inheritance and claim for maintenance 
which could be enforced by such leglslation, but which may 
be waved by mutual consent, 'will either remain a dead letter 

. ,Qr will be suffered quietly as all additional misfortune ~ecau~e 
-no Hindu evcr thinks of remarrying the daughter. It win 

then be a case of tbe sins of the father being visited upon 
the children. Further, the number of child-widows (i.e., who 
become sucb before consummation) is so small and tbe legisla. 
tion will only affect this little class-in which c;!e, Govern. 
ment will, iIli>tcad of helping the child,wldow, be only causing 
greate)' misery to the helples'l thing-that it cannot be con· 
sidered a bufficiently strong deterrent. 

The withholding of Univerbity honors, seholarships, &0., 
from married men will affect only that small class who are 

t after U ni versity cd ucation. The bulk of tbe people will even 
then. be free to l1et as they choose. 

The infliction of a sufficiently prvhibitive fine on the 
marriages of boys and girls below a certain minimum age 
will place an undue advantage ill the hands of the rich as 
against the poor. It will be a law which the rich can break 
with impunity and the poor dare not. 

Wh( t if marriages below a certain age are declared invalid? 
No one acquainted with the traditions of caste and of Hindu 
.~ocK'ty will for a motnent suppose that any remarriages of 
.girJFwill ever take pla.ce in consequence. The evil will con­
tinue unmitigated. 

Too much stress is laid uvon the k~mation of Social Reform 
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Associations. It lis said that. Government should be memori. 
alised to enact that the articles of such Associations to 
which the members subscribe should be made enforceable at 
awas against such members. It is forgotten how few will 
join such Associations £01' reasons already assigned . 
• Nothing short of direct Government interference in the 

matter, therefore, remains for a proper solution of the problem. 
r shall now proceed to conslder why Government should 
interfere and low far such int.prference is not against Hindu 
Shastras and laws, but, on the othel hand, is the duty of every 
oivilised Government. 

WRY GOVERNMENT SHOULD INTERFERE. 

Leglslation is of two kinds-permislilive and coercive. As< 
regards Hindu social customs, we have had legihlation of both 
these kinds. The Widow Remarriage Act 1'1 an example of 
the former. Examples vi the latter are the buppression of 
suttee, infantlCide, the ("usto~ of being sawn alive mto two at 
Benareb, of being crll'lhed beneath the car of Jagganath, the 
practlCe of the buying or male children by the Jain priests to 
be brought up at:! disciple~, thuggee or sacrificing of human 
beings to Kali Bhavani, hook-swinging, &r·. 

Now what IS wanted ill connection with infant m~,rriage8 
is legislatIon of the coercive kind. The Hindus are 11 highly 
conservative people and are not dlsposed to discard. evil' 
customs even after they are fully convinced of thClr evil 
nature. They want some authoritative person or body to point 
out to them the evils and to prevent them from following the 
custom any furthar. The British Government haq done a. 
great deal in this direction. The conservatlve populatron of 
India had no liking for sanitation or vaccination. They tJnever 
liked to be taxed for education, for reads, &c. But the Govern­
ment, considering it the duty of every c\vilised administra&on, 
have 00' their own accord, initiated these be~eficent mtla~re8.'" 
The people have quietly submitted to these measures, as, in 
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the long run, they have found out that these were neees'Iary 
for their weH-being. 

Similarly, in this matter, Government should take the 
initiative and legislate on this subject. Thero can be )10 

doubt that the consequences of early marriage are far-reach­
ing. The whole Hindu race is faRt deteriorating morallf" 
and physically. 'l'his custom of early marriage il3 " inoompa­
tible with reason and humanity," and as it affects the welfarl' 
of the public, it it) nec,c'IBary that the Government should inter­
fere. 

The reverpuce that the Hindu ha,., for the authority of the 
sovereign is proverbial. If the B'·itisl-J. Government had no>, 
been a foreign one, the religious objeet;on would neVf'r have 
been raised. For, as the Hindus firmly believe that theIr king 
is God on earth and have the highest re~pect for the laws 
promulgated hy their kingR. if the Government had ever {('It 

the necessity for sueh a change as is now felt, and if the 
Government had intended to introduce the reform, the 
people wuuld have submitted to the changes, nay, would 
have even welcomed it, as prqeeedillg from the wisdom of their 
sovereign. 

Even this objection of a foreign Government docs not hold 
in this case. It is not a question of r('ligion, for there is 11 

~fferenee between the Hindu Dharma (Religion) and the 
Dharma Shastras (the codifieu laws). A student of the 
history of the ancient civilization of Inuia will find that early 
marriage is a custom of recent growth, and that the earliest 
books of the Hindus make no mention of this pernicious 
custom. In fact, the import of the ceremony performed on 
the fourth day of the Hindu marriageis plain cnu1lgU. The 
bride Btld bridegroom are supposed to be of full ago to come 
together bodily. This fhows that the marriages of girls used 

,PO take place after t~ey had attained puberty. Now, the 
gr~st objection raisod by the orthodox section to the 
pos'tponement of the marriage ceremony is that It Hindu, 
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especially It Brahman, loses his casu: if he keeps his daughter 
unmarried till she reaches puberty. The elaborate paper on 
the subject of infant marriages from the pen of th'l Hon'ble 
M. G. Ranade, plainly goes to show that there is no Vedic or 
Shastric text of any weight that lays down such a rule. The 
oQ.iection is therefore purely s{:Iltimental OIl the part of those 
who ought to know. 

Again, tbe elastic Hindu religion provides for cases in 
which marriages are not celebratbd. from unavoidable eircum­
stances, before the girl's attaining puberty. A certain 
pratgaschiftam ceremony is ordained and this provision is 
{urther evidence of the nOll .imperious nature of early Utarriage, 
which bas ('orne into vogue more from a keen competition 
for securing the be~t a,aihtble matches for one'H children, 
and from the fondnes'l of paTents to s<'e their young children 
mfl,rl'ied and b<'come fathers IIlld mothers at a young age. 

Preceuent j" not wanting of the interference by foreign 
kings in Hindu HociaJ ('lIRtomR. Colonel Mallcson, in a recently 
pnhlisbed book, l'efm's in unmistakeable terms to the inter­
ference of Jelaludecn A.kbar in Hindu Rocial customs. Thus 
it is evident that in the reign of one of the hest Mahomedan 
sovereigns India ever hnd, the so-cnlled religiollc I"ustoms of 
the Hindus llsed to be interfered with with impunity. Re­
membering the fact thnt the Mogul Empire in its palmiest 
days was not so firm as the British Empire in India at the 
present time, it ig easy to understand how the Hindus, who 
put up with such interference in those days, will receive the 

same in these days wben tbe educated public, though they 
form the numerical minority, heartily wish for a change. 

The question of fixing tbe age of marriage and of wh~t is 
genern.lly known as the age of consent, is a duty wbieh t'Very 
civilised Government in Europe hail aeyepted by extending 
its legislation to c('mprebend it. Thub"in Germany, Spllhl, 
Portugal, &e., the GovemIllenC has fixed the marriageable ~ 
)f boys and girls; The ages thus fixed extend in the case of 
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the former from fourteen to eighteen, and in that 'of girls .. 
from twelve to sixteen. 

It is the opinion of Sanskrit scholars that legislative inter­
ference is quite in accordance with the prUtClples of the 
Institates of Manu. 

It is thus evident that thc custom is an "outrage .on 
humanity," is "productive of great evils on the community" 
and" contrary to Bound reason and morality." The excellent 
minute of the Marquis of W elle!lley is therefore worthy of the 
serio1}s attention of the British Government in this connec­
tion-" that it is one of the fundamental maxims of the British 
Government to consult the opinions, customs, and prejudi{'q~ 
of the natives, but only when thpy a~e consistent 'fJith the pri'nci­
ple8 of humanity, morality arid reaBon." 

Government should, by this time, have been convinced that 
the consensus of opinion among the educated section of the 
Hindu Qommunity is in favour of change in thc existing social 
customs, though some are for direct Government inter­
ference, and others against it, though the objertiens of the 
latter appear to be dictated mort.' by sentimental consider­
ations than by any substantial reasons. When we find that 
the chances of a reform in this deep-rooted but pernicious 
castom, prooeeding from the community itself, are very few 
in deed, why should we allow sentiment to override reason. 

'llbe majority of the Hindus appear to believe that it is a 
heinous Bin to keep a girl unmarried till she attains puberty. 
Medical opinion points to the age of thirteon as the avera,ge 
period of the commencement of the menstrual function among 
Indian girls. The Government can, therefore, so modify Its 
legiedation in the matter of marriages so as to make the great­
est ~lowance for this popular prejudice, by prohibitmg an 
marriages below the age of ten or eleven as a preliminary 
mw-sure. This will, 'in a sure, mitigate the evils 
of,rlymarriage, and , ed with this mode-
ril.'Ee measure. No 0 ox ise any objection 
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to this age limit, a.nd 'the Government will in consequence, 
meet with scarcely any opposition with the name. 

The question of the age of consent is not at all religiouFI, 
It is peculiarly the province of Government, legislation, and 

~1l,s a civilized Government, it is its bounden duty to remedy 
~Je glaring inequality existing between the Criminal Law of 

India, as promulgated in the Indian Penal Code, and that of 
England; 

Th{l following cc.mparativc statement, contrasting the provi. 
sions of the English Criminal Law and the Indian Penal Code, 
w;'fu. respect to the seduction of ~irls, is taken from "The 
Statue. of Woman in India," (App.lII, p. 281):-

How gi?'ls are p?'ofec{erl 
by the Indicln Penal 

Code. 

1. A hnsband having inter· I 
conrse with his wife, who is 
under ten year~ of age, with or 
without her consent, is punish. 
able with transportation for 
life (sec. 376). 

2. A husband having inter· 
-oOUf'lC with his wife, who is 
ten yeal's of age, with or with· 
out her consent, ]S Dot punish. 
able at all. The law in the 
most explicit language de· 
dares that this is not rape 
sec. 375). 

3. Any person, other than 
a. husband, having jllt~se 
with a. girl who is ten ye"1,r~ 
QZd, with her (;on8ent, is tot 
punishablf' 

How they are protected by the 
English Oriminal Law 

Amend1nent Act. 

1. He is pnmshable with 
penal servitude for life. 

2. Do. do. 

3. Do. do. 
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4. A girl under twelve 
years of age is uot competent 
to consent to the commission 
of any offence upon her ex­
cept that of rape or seduction 
(sees. 90,375). 

4 Anyone having inter­
cours(' with a girl under 
thirteen yea1's of ago, with or 
VJithouther conspnt, is punish­
able with penal servitude for'" 
life. 

G. Anyone having inter­
cour&e with a girl over thir­
teen and under sixteen years 
of age, with or withold her 
co1t8ent, is punishabie w\!IIh 
ten years' rigorous imprison­
mont. 

~ 

Taking authoritative medical opinion as a basis for oI,era-
lions, the Government should raise the age of con 'lent to four­
~een as against the husband, and sixteen or eighteen in the 
caso of others, which will be more in accordance with Vedw 
!l.nd Shastraic tcxts and in conformity with reason, morality, 
!l.nd physiological science. 



PART II. 
Since writing the above, Sir Andrew Scoble has mtroduced 

the Age of Consent Bill into the Vice-regal Legislative 
Council. The Bill has raised a hornet's nest of opposition, 

. ~FpecialJy among the Bengalis. I intend, in the short space 
~l tms paper, to discuss a few of the most salient points. 

The Amrita Bazaar Patrika has issued certain so-called 
m6'iical opinions against the raising of the age of consent 
oolloowd by the Standing Committee of the Sobha Bazaar 
Rujbati. The medical authorities quoted are all Bpngalis, 
wip one exception, and the fa@:t of Beugal being the stroog­
hold of Harimaitism lUay in SOlUe degree explain the fa.ct. 
But reading between the Jines oue finds an abundant display 
ot Bengali 8hreuilne~8. One and all agree in making the 
following statement :-" During my long practice extending 
over years, I have not beon called upon to attend any 
case of personal injury on a girl of 12 years of age or under, 
caused by sexual intercourse with her husband." The 
" shrewdness" will be evident on the perusal of the following 
letter which the "one exception" above r('ff'rred to has 
addressed the Statesman :-

DR. J. F. P. MCCONN"EI" Civil Burgeon, 24-PergLlnnahs, writes 
to the Statesman :-" My attention has been drawn to a para­
grltph i~ your paper of the 4th instant with reference to Hie 
above Bill, in which my name is mentioned as the only European 
m.edical officer who among 'several experienced practitioners' 
ilO quoted, hy inference, as ' snpporting the contention that 
tho) cruelty which the Bill propoees to avert does not exist,.>or 
if it hR$ occurred the instances are so rare that the Bill is 
unnecessary.' As this is absolutely contrary to fact, I trltst 
you will allow me to stat.o that, on being Bilked' whether i!l 
my professional capacity I hid occasion· to treat cases ?f 

injury or accident reaeived by wives under twelve years 0; . 
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age from their husbands in sexual mtercourae,' I replied tlu: 
I did not recollect a single case of the kind, i.e.; of the specii , 

cru,eltyagainst which it is proposed to legislate, This is t:t~ 
but I have met with cases of cruelty to child-wives from t~ 
husbands in other ways, For instance, only last weelO i\, 

little girl of about nine years of a.ge was brought to m~ 
with marks of branding by hot iron on different parts o! h'\5r' 
body caused by her husband. And with res;:>ect to the 
question of raising the age of consent I a.m fully in ac~ 
with the promoters of the Blll, as I consider there is ample 
jUtitification for the sam~ on meui('al grounds. The cxh;ting 
custom of child-marriage ll'cgard as both cruel and immoral, 
a relic of barbariiom, and absol'ltely nnv.orthy of any peo't.1e 
aspiring to higher ci vili~atioll." 

One of them i~ shrewder still, who 8ay~,-" 1 was never called 
upon to attend any case of personal injllr.~ on a child wife, 
&o,"-Auother of these medical men admits that .' By fu 
the largest number of girls ill our country, I mean 111 Bengal, 
attain theIr age of paberty, "" • "" between the age o~ 12 
and 13." And a " Speci,thst in MidWifery " wl'ite~,- "A~"or 

fixing the age at 12 in my opinion IS not neceSRary. I liave 
seen unmarl'lPd girls III respectable fltmllieb show signs ')f 
puberty a few months earlier." it ls ndmitted that in Benp ~l 
20 per cent. or more of tne girls becam£> mothers betore f'u' 

o.~e ot 12. Again no Hmdu hu~balld nOI' his pal'ents • 
even the parents of the injured child-wife ",ill be so foolish 
to aend for a Doctor, in case of aoy p}IYliical injury resulti ~ 

from premature consummation. The pOOl child-wife suffers 
unseen and unknown, and perhaps dies too from the aIte· 
eifl'cts of the injury, and no one is any the willer for it, It i 
onlv in extreme cases,such as that of the unfortu~tePhulmon 
Da~i wbere death resulted directly or wher~ the party is t( 
foor to pay the nece'Ssary hush-mtlney, that the matter sees th 
aqorchillg light of publicity. (o\.s against this array of name 
;f medical practitioners and kabirajs with vanoua terms G 
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I.1lrofessibnal experience, and who, in nine cases out of ten, are 
,probably not auove the average run of medical men who do 
not enjoy an over-abundance of medical pract~ce, may be 
mentioned the names of Bengali Doctors who are in the fore­
front of their professIon, such as Dr. R. C. Chandra, the 
officiating Principal of the Calcutta Medical College, 
Drs. R. L. Dntt, B. Gupta, and K. D. Ghose, the Civil Surgeons 
·of Midlll1pore, Hughly, atld Khulna, who are all in support o~ 
the Bill. 

'1'he opiniO'!ls quoted by the Am1'ila Bazaar Palrika. 44'e 

t,herefore not worth m.uch, and need not weigh in the balance 
j,: considering this all-importnnt (IUestion. '1'he opinions of 
-eminent medical mel) already quoted go to show that the normal 
age at which Indian girls attain puberty is after 13 and not 
before, except ,if course iIi ca~OH whore the girl has been SI11)­

jected to forped prematul'1J !1Hsoemtion. '1'herp may be excep­
tionally rare cases in which It girl attains puberty before that 
o.lo(e. But to arguc that for the bake of these few, the others 
~hould be left helpless anc1_ the blot on the criminal legislation 
of the count.ry Rhould be perpctuat,ed is, to say the ICIlHt of it, 
most fooli:,;h :lUd suicidal. 

The following additional medical opiniol1f; will no douht 10 
rea.d with interest :-
, !.lURGBON-MAJOR NICHOLSON of Dacca writes :-" My rel!'son 

tor raising the age of consent to ];l is that I think that 
~o girl is fit for sexual intercourse until she has arrived 
:at puberty, and I am of opinion that the average age at 
which native girls arrive at puberty is 13, as is indicated by 
the establishment of menstruation and the oevelopmfillt of 
the sexual organs. 

" I have arrived at the concl118ioL thatl3 is the average age 
.at which native girls reach puberty 110m a consideratio~ oj 
t.he following opinions and fapts :-' ':} 

'I Several na.tive medical practitioners, whom I have rr&l 
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in. their experienoe 13 is the most usual a.ge for menstruation 
to be 8stabli-shed. 

tI The sta.tistIcs of rape on young girls also, I think, go to 
show wh",t serious injuries may be inBicted on them in the 
act of a first oonneotion. Dr. Harvey, in the medico-legal 
reports for 1871. 1872. and 1873. mentions that in these years 
133 girls of and under 12 years of age were raped. In 24 of 
these severe lacerations of the vagina. generally of the pos­
terior wall. were found a.nd in 14 the pprinooum was torn. Five 
of these oases terminated fatally." 

SURGEON-MAJOR JOUBERT, Profess:ll' of Midwifery, writes:':::'" 
"Taking first the accel'ted opinion in Hindu society that 
the first menstruation proclaims the female to have become 

r 
mature and capable oi' maternity; no more erroneous opinion 
eould exist. Mell'ltruation is at first irregular; it may appear 
onoe and then not recUl' for many months. The first appear­
ance is at 1ll0~t an indication that the sexual or~s are com­
mencing to prcpare themselves for their future functions, in 
the same way that the appearance of the first few tt'eth in the 
infant proclaIms thl~t dentltlOn i& in progress, not that the 
time has arrived for an Immediate change ill the mode or 
nutrition. Ml'nsLruation commencing, tberefore, is bnt one sign 
of t~e commencement of pubet·ty, not that the child' has sud­
denly become mature become I. woman. Indeed, so little is 
menstruation, the only reliable sign of puberty, that it is not 
a.t all uncommon for young women to attain to all the other 
outward signs of puberty before they begin to menstruate. I 
know in England a young woman who was sedured and had a 
-:lhilddpefore she ever menstruated. I know a young married 
womllin in t.his country who has the moat dpveloped outward 
siEWs of maturity, and who has never menstruated owing to 
th~ ,bsence of a uterus and ova~s. I have seen several cases 
co· native women who have never menstruated, but who had aU 



27 

the out~al'd signs of perfect puberty or maturity, toough the 
uterus and ovaries were absent or rudimelltary." 

Dlt. PURVIS, Civil Surgeon of Howra, writes. _It I 110m 
strongly of opinion that the age of consent in India should 
be raised to twelve yearll, and, if posl!ible, thirteen yea.t'l! 
would be better still. I think it is a pretty well ascertained 
fa.ot that few nati ve girls in this country menstruate natUl'8olly 
before about the completion of the twelfth year. 

" Sexual connectlOn with girls of ~uch tender age, as is the 
custom in this country, is not only dangerouB at the time, but 
often leads to bad confinements, instrumental labours, and, it 
,.<I,y be, premature death, not to talk of the weakened progeny 
of immature mothers that surVIve. 

"A Bengalee Assistant Surgeon of long service and great 
experience inforIhs me that it "eems to be a general custom in 
Lower Bengal for men to rohabit with wive~ ageu eight years 
and upwards. Consequently, the development of puberty 
is hastened in many cases, and menstruation takes place 
sooner than it ot,herwi~e would do. He considers the practice 
of early marriage and cohabitation in this country a bad one 
and higbly detrimental to the health of tht' females. In 
• Chevers' Medical Jurisprudence,' at page 672, it is recorded 
that what often is supposed to be a first menstruation may be 
rather a first copulation and the result of injury to the p~ts. 
Several cases of injury of this kind are quoted in the work 
referred to. In regard to the development of native girls at 
certain ages, I }Iave had a good deal of experience in ageing 
girls under the Factory Act. 

":Many at even twelve years of age look immature and poorly 
-developed, so it can easily be imagined what the younger ones ~ 
look like, who, under the present l&.w, live with their husbtnds. 
There seems to be a general consensuS' I)f opinion amongst !fa 
native oommunity that th.~ ag¥f consent should be raised ted 
I do not think much active opposition will be eX[lerienced~ 
trying to amend the"lawon the sub~ct.~ 
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BRIGADE-SURGEON R. C. CHANDltA, Professor of Clinical 
Medicine, and a native gentleman of repute, writes:­
··]'rom a careful consideration of the above fact!" the legiti­
mate inference would be that the minimum age at which 
Indian girls may be said to attain the Cl1pacity for sexual 
intercourse, even with their husbands, should not be fixed 
lower than lao But even, then, it IllU,t he borne III mind 
that intercourse at this minimum age is not altogethor un­
attended with risk. Insta,nce of bodily injury of a greater or 
less degl'ee by intercoul'bo at this, and particularly at an 
earlier ag-c, especially with a full-grown adult male, are not 
uncommon, though such cases very rarely come to light a.t 
the time. 

" Bearing on this point, I might 11}cntion an{lecurreuce which 
is very commonly scen. Indian girls, as a rule, pabs the first 
few years of thpir marrieJ. lives uotwe('ll the houses of their 
parentH and hm,bulldR, paying altcrnatc visiLs to eaoh. Dnr iug 
this pC'riod, bofore tile girl att.ains womanhood, she ulways 
welcomes the flpproach of hC'r vj~jt to hor fatlH'r's house with 
JOY aud gladncss; lmt the return to her hll~band's llOURO is 
often accompanied with boh!> and crying. 'rhis disinchuation 
~o go back to her husband at this tender agp may, ] think, ill 
Illany OaseR be due to thC' drpad of what might bp callod com­

pUl80ry conbent," 

SURGRON-MAJOU R. L, DUlT, It nntive gentleman, 01 Mindlla­
pore, writes :-" '}'ho few rare cases of unusual growth and 
development in girls are to UP regarded as ex('('ptions and aN 
tc be met with even in cold climates. I ndian girls l'@ach 
pub'erty at the age of 13 in the majority of cases. It 13, there­
for~ necessary that the age of con~ent should be raised to 13, 
the age of puberty. 

'. 'Artifidal or mechanical stimulation ot the immature genera-
0- ~ organs, however abhorre~t to our feelings, is not an. 
unusual practice with many husbands~ InflammatiQn and. 

I 
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'(lxcoriation, difficult and painful micturition and defceca.tion, 
-entail intense suffering on the irtnooent viotims. I need 
soarcely say much on the disastrous eifectn on the hea.rt a.nd 
mind. I have seen instances where the shock of hi/< unnatural 
process has been so great to drive young girl~ to entertain 
intense aversion and dread for the hu~bands, or even to commit 
suicide. Cases of rape, such a.; was committed by Hum 
Moh~n Maiti, are not infreq'lCnt results of this unnatural 
cohabitation. AR long as 8U0h cases do not pro\'e futal or 
come to the I'otice of the police, they are invariably suppressed 
by the relatives of the gn'l or the husLn.nd. It is not un­
usual to observe elderly fetU(>ic relatives persua'ling or even 
forcing llnwilling girl~ to ~lel'p with tIL!'lr hu"bands . 

• , In fact, marriage WIth all the cleletCl'ious consequences nar­
rated above, ist3tho Clllcf ~ause of dege!len~tion of the Indian 
race, their eX'le~~i,e ~iekness ~tlld mortaliiy. '1'h'o rai~lllg of the 
age of consent of Indian girb will, theY'efore, be Ull importl1nt 
step towards improvement of the r,1(lP. IF the people of this 
(ountry, Bengalees ill partICular, hnd not upeu ellorvnted by this 
unnatural cu"tom, they would have preHerved the stamina ~o 
with~tl1nd the b!1neful eifect~ of ))la/aria and the cholera germ, 
'1'h1s is a statemcllt I make after ohgervation fur 'Ieveral years 
of the worst epidemic disea~es of Benga1. Placed in an eqlll.11y 
unhealthy environment, the J<~uropean may he said to e~joy 
an immunIty to whieh the Indian i~ an utter Htrallger." 

SUltGEON-MAJOlt B. GUPTA, a native o£lieerof IIoogly, writes:­
" Witbout discussing the snbject at length, I shall state my 

opinion that the majority of girls in these provinces arrive at 
puberty between 12 and 14 years of agc, the largest numh~r on 
the completion of the thirteenth yea~. • 
Y.'Frolll what ha.s been stated above, it will be clcartha.tthere 
is a great llecessity for raising tht- minimum age of pcrmisR~le 
Ilexual intereout'l:'C, and this, ~ my opini<1n, should be fi,e~ 
16 year!:! of age. 'l'hifl will produce excellent results an ... ~ 
remove serious evils: If, however, i~is considered inexpedient 
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fl'Om otDer than physiological grounds to Jlx 16 yea'" as th& 
miaimum age, then it should be fixed at the upper limit of 
tile menstrual age, viz., 14 years." 

DR. K. D. GHOSE, a native officer of Khoolna, writes :­
.. A oa.se oocurred not long ago in the Satkhira eub.division 
of this district, in which rape by a cousin with II> girl of tender 
yea.rs was attempted to be hushed up by the relations, and 
the man was acquitted by the Sessions Judge. It was by a 
Government appeal to the High Court that conviction was 
ultimately effected. If such be the case in a matter of positive 
incest, what can be expected in C!J.ses in whioh intercourse by 
a husband before the age of puberty if! sanctioned by sotiety, 
and early marriage is publicly defended by men who are sup­
posed to have had a liberal English education? My own 
opinion on th{) subject is that the a.ge of consent should by aoll 
means be ra.ised to thirteen under sectlOn 375 of the Indian 
Penal Code, both under clause [j and under the clause of 
exception j but it 1'1'111 not be an effectual remedy of tho evil 
complained of until ea.rly marriage is discountenanced by 
public opinion or stopped by law, for which Mr.1\falabari, of 
Bombay, is so nobly fighting." 

RELIGION IJl, DANGER. 

ShakBpeaore says :_U With old odd ends stolen forth from 
Holy writ, I seem It saint when most I play the devil." " It 
is too much proved that with devotions, visage and pious 
action, we sugar o'er the devil himself ;" Qud again "the devil 
can .cite scripture for his purposes." One is forcibly reminded 
of these and other quotatioRs in connection with the cry 
.. Btftigitm in Danger!" that is now ra.ised in the anti-reform. 
quarters by interested parties. J n the case of any religion this is 
&. ~ which is sufficient to Bet UJ' the ignorant malilles in opposi • 

. tI..on fo a. measure of l'eform. But it is particula.rly so in iw. case 
of ihe 'Hiudu religion. The number of texis is 80 large and ia 

I 
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IIOtne cases cooliradieting, a.nd the number of people who fully 
_derstand a.ll or the ma.jority of them intelligently, so few. 
that the cry seems to have taken, if one is to jQdge from the 
nnmero1,1S " crowded" meetings that appea.r to have been held 
in many places in Bengal to protest agains1i tae Bill. The 
Congress tactics of bolstering up their cause by sending sensa­
tional telegrams to the papers, magnifying the attendance at 
such meetings to make thl'm look "monster" and attaching 
undue importance to their proceedings, appears not entirely 
a.bsent from the pI'esent agitation. 

Sir Ramesh Chander Mitter Ret the hall going hy giving it 
as his opinion that the Bill is an outrage on the orthodox 
susceptibilities of the Hindus and an infringement of the 
Proclamation nf the Que~n. This cry has been taken up and 
expanded into the present agitation. Let us pause and con­
smer how fa~ it iH an ildringement of the Queen's Proclama­
tion, which is the Magna Charta of India, and next proceed 
to the rPlligious question. In the first place it must not be 
forgotten that the Magna Charta of India is essentially 
different from the document bearing that name which was 

wrung from the unwilling John by the irat,e Barons of his 
time at the point of the sword. The Proclamation is a ~romise 
of good government vouchsafed to a subject mce, out of tha, 
fulness of the abounding love of a considerate sovereign .. The 
:British Rule in India has been one unbroken series of instances. 
of good intentions, and acts done in the best intere'!ts of the 
people of India. The existence of the present agitation is 
itself a proof of this. 

Coming to eXIUDllle the Procla.mation ittlelf. what do we 
fuld? 

Her Ma.jesty &.Ilnouncea that .' we hold onraelves bQuwi to 
~ natives of CJ1W Indian territontJ8 by pie 8C14f/.6 obliga1ioDt oj 
duty 'tChwA bind 'US tI) all, 0'; Qt"Mr 8Ubj6ot11. a.nd those \~ 
tions. bv the blel'lsula of God. we aha.ll faithfullv aaCI 



32 

'Conscientiously fultil." And then Her Majesty goes on to declare 
that "Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity, 
and acknowledging with gratitude the solace of religion, we 
disclaim alike the right and the desire to impose our ,:onvictionIJ 

on any of our subjects. We declare it to be our royal will 
and pleasure that nOllo be ill allY wise falJoured, none molested 

or disquieted by renBon of their religious faah 01' observancos, 

but that all shall alike enjoy the equal and impartial nrotpcfion 

of the Law; and we do strictl.y charge and enjoin all those who 
may be in authority under us, that they abstal/l from all 
interfcrenee 'vith the religious belief or worshill of any of our 
subjects au pain of our highesL di~pleasure." 

Thf' spirit of tho Procll1lnation i~, that Her Majesty grant:" 
toZet!Jtion of religious belief to all riel' fluujec~, and lIhat all 
people of 1111 religiom denomiuatiom will "enjoy, the equal 
impartIal pl'otection of the Law." By these words Her Majesty 
nevpr meant to give c(wie blanchp for the continmtllce of gross 
outrages on humanity and justi('e under the thin Venl'er of 
religions cnstoms. lIer MaJebty holds horself "bound to the 
nativeR of our Indian t,errit;ories by the .~a1nC obligation of duly 
which binds us to all our other suLjccts. Now that the 
aboriginal African tribes practising slavery and cannibalism 
(,.lave come nnder the British swny, could it for a moment be 
argu'cd that the BritiHh Governm~nt should countenanee 
them, because they are immemorial customs? Does it come 
under the obligation of duty r On the other hand is it not 
the duty of the British Government to put down such 
inhnr:.an practices with a high hand? That the practice of 
Harimaitism is one revolting to all sense of humanit.y and 
moralhy cannot for a moment be denied. Arguing on the 
same lines, it is evident that the British Government cannot 
cou~t~ance, much leas impress '{ith the otficial sanction, this 
rw-:!tiJe, out of a mistaken tenderness for "the orthodox sus­
'ceptibilities of t.4e Hinqus." 
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Furthel' on. in the sa,mt> Proclamatioll, it is plainly laid 
down that, "We will that, gen/3'l'all?/ in framing and ad· 
ministering the Law, due regard be paid to Lht' ancient rights, 
usages, and customs of India." 

Only due regard is to be paid to the ancient custom!; and 
usages of India. but not Ul1Rwerving and blind obediencc to 
them. 

Again, according to Manu (VII., 203,) a ~overeign who con­
quers Ii country is directed to .. llll.ke authoritative the lawful 
(customs) of the (inhabitantH) just as they arc stated (to be)." 

According to the religious argumentH therefore. as I have 
already pointed out in Part 1., the Government has every 
right to enforce what iR lawful and discard what is not. 

Again the Hindu religion i~ a very conKiuerate olle. 'rhe 
~heory of every atom of matter possessing It soal finds a place 
ill it. Hence the great l'e~p('ct paid to every form of animal 
and oven vegetable life. .Not uuoften olle t;ee~ SOIne pious 
Hindu going through the ~tI'eetH with a lot of rice 01' wheat 
flour and looking intently on the grounu to Buu out the where­
abouts of a quondam swal III of auts; and when he succeeds in 
finding such a Rwa::-m he sprinkles some Hour on the ground. 
The Hindu is loth to kill aveu the venomous cohra; Lut ou 
tho other hand worshilJS the deadly reptIle as a god! It wilt) 
tberefore be a gratuitous libel on the understanuing and good 
iDtentioJl~ of the Hindu law-givers to believe for a lUoment 
that th';ly intended to countenance, much less enforM, suoh '" 
barbarous custom us early consummation. In ancient days 
women had as mue}· freedom as men ill the matter of marriage. 
There are not wanting instanot's in the ShaRtms of holy ladies 
who have led celibate lives. The cry that is now bcing4aised 
will therefore leave an erroneOU15 impression in the minds of 
foreigners that the tell'~ts or the llinJu bith are so del?r~ed 
as to enioin the ell.sla.vement~and maltr;atmentof thef&ir~'l:. 
. With reference to the argument~rf tlte Anti-Reformers just' 
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noted, na.mely, that the Bill is against the Procllamation of 
1858, inasmuch as it will iuterfere with the performance M­
elie garl;krulan ceremony in those cases in wh:oh the firet 
menstruation takes place under twelve years of age, it nmy 
further be said that Her Majesty has also to care for the 
welfare of the mass('s irrespective of the religious sancthm of 
certain injurious customs. Furtlier, thu; is not the first timE 
that the so-called religious ('ustoms of the (',()untry have been 
interfered with, for the sake of tI'e public good and morality. 

The Hindu Sacerdotal Law prohibits the mfiiction of 
capital pllni&hment on Brahman murderers. The Mahomedan 
Law lays down that no true believer is to buffer cl\pital 

,-punishment unles~ three Mahomedan witnesses depose to 
their having been eye-witneRse,· to the crime of murder. 

It is also laid do" n in the Hindu 1::lhastras tltat-
"The Sudm, who Rhall, with any member of his body, 

strike the person of one of a superior caste, shall have that 
member cut off ," and again 
"If a Sudra aIDa ss any wealth, the Brahman shall un­

shrinkingly seize the whole of it, for the Sudra has no right 
to wealth; whatever he accumulates belongs to his lord;" &c. 
vW ould the Brahman next propound the audacious theory 
that as the British Government does not allow him to lay 

( unlawful hands upon the Sudm's wealth, it i~ interfering with 
hi! religion r 

A few interesting instances may be cited in which the 
!Jritish Government has interfered with the so-called religious 
customs of the people, in the interests of humanity. 
T~ Mttrquis of Wellesley, who was against" any indiscroet 

intermeddling with the deep rooted prejudices of the Hindu 
and Mahomedan races," put down the religious cURtom of 
immola.ting human beings at the isla.nd of Saugor, and at 
ot~rJlOly pla.oes on the banks (tf the Ganges, by drowning 

JrJ.:'iim ~nd allowing them to be 8",allowed by the monsters of 
the deep IIIll<l the equaJ1y ~nhuman CU.!ltom of sacrificing thp 



first-born of .. woman. that bad lag been barren-clHltoms 
wlUeb prevailed down to the year 1803. Tke same year the 
noble Marquis ordered an enquiry into the :religiQus sanction 
af the revolting practice of Suttee. Lord William Beutindc.'s 
name has come to bo indissolubly associated with the sup­
pression of Sutteo. Regulation 17 of 1829 put a stop to it. 

Regula.twn '7 gf 1832 was aImed against tho religious 
injunction, inculcated by tho sacred books of Hindus and 
Mahomedans and removed the disability of a man who had 
changed his religion from the right of inhpriting any pro­
perty. At fir~t thi/l Regulation applied to Bengal only, hut by 
Act 21 of 1850, it was extended to the whole of British India. 

Act 5 of 1843 abolished Slavery which was both recogniRed < 

aLd permitted by Hindu and Mahomedan Law alike. 
Act 21 of 18«5 put do~n the .. Meriah Sacrifices" of the 

K\lond tribes ot Orissa, which pnjoined tho tearing in pieces 
of a living human being in propitiation of the Earth god. 

Act 30 of 1836 put down 'L'lmg'lec which" a crime of murder 
committed by profesbiomtl rob be! ~, who strallgled their vic­
tims usually with a handkl:rchicf and offerod them ilK an 
offoring to tbe goddestl ' Kah '.'. 

Act 15 of 1856 legalised the re-marrutge of Hiudu Vlidows, 
which also ra.sed similar oppOSition from the Hindu com-
munity. o 

'1'he practice of piJgrimb throwing themselvoR under the 
car of the idol of Jagannath and killing themselves has been 
stopped; as alw the practice of hook-swinging in connection 
with the Ghadak poojab. 

The only religious objection-an objection that was forVlu­
l&ted at the meeting or the Benares Pandits-is that the Bill, 
if passed into law, will interfere with the observance ot'the 
garbhadan ceremony-a ceremony consequent upon the first 

indication, in which oonnubial jlsociatllm is a bindmg n"e'" 
sity. It therefore remaini! to consider the Hmdu religlOu). 
auphorities on the subject of consuml!!atiQn. 
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The Hindu religious books Q,re many in nl.mber: It it! 

universally admitted lihat the Vedas a.re tho highest a.uthori­
ties, as their origin is traced to Divino Revelation. The 
following slokas throw some light on the respective authority 

-of the religious texts :-
.. Dharmam jigyasa mananam proma,num paramam shruty, 
Dityam Dharma. Sharstrastrantu trityam loka sangraha." 

Mohabharat, Anusasan rurba. 
" N a yatra asksh~d bidaya no. nishado srutow smritow" 

" Deshl1charl1 kulacharahai fltrtra dharma nirupayatay." 
Skundda Pm·an. 

"Bmritir Veda, birodhaytu pantagjo yatha vabait.' 
Ta.thaiba lowkikum bakyam Rrnriti badhay purityagait. 

Proyagu, Parijr.tdhrity Smriti 
~i.e. ) 'l'hosD' that are desirous 01 knowing Dharma sho~ld 
know t,na.! t,ne Vedlls llre the higLest, Iluthority; nDyt in oraer 
.are the Smritis, and then corneR lolcac],(/1', i.e., the prevailing 
custom. 

Where there is no d~rcct injHn<!tioll of the Vedas or of the 
Dharma Shastras tn do a thing, nor any prohibition for doing a 
thing m that case only, illlshachar, and hltlachar ('any weight. 

A ~ in ca"es of ('ontradiction between the Yedas and the 
8mritis, tbe Smritis carry no w!'ight \~hl1t~oever, 1>0 in cases of 
contradictions between the Smritis and dp8hachar, the 
de8nnohar carries no weight whatsoever. 

The various texts ill tbe order of their authority may be 
thus summed up :-(1) Vedas; (2) Brahmana-grnnthas; (3) 
U~aniBhads; (4) Upavedas; (5) Smritis; (6) Puranas; (7) 
(Justom. The Vedas are the highest authority ltlld the other 
re1gioua books derive their authority frOTh them. The 
Brahmanas IlJId the UpRnishads deal with spiritual kno1'l'1edge • 
. Wlc! give 118 little lpformation on the subject in hand. Coming 
~ lthe UpavedaR and the ~mritis. Brihaspathy and other 

sages tell us that-
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" Veiiarthopa. niOOndhritwat pra.daDnlUll he Kyo S~ri. 
tum," 

(which means) as Ma.nu adopted the mea.nings of the Vedas. 
bis Smriti is the best and most reliable. 

That the texts sometimes contradict the Vedas is pretty 
plain from the following generally accepted statement :­

"Dharma he vedsvihita adha.rmolat. viparyaya," 
(which means) that which is vedaviMta (in conformity with 

the Vedas) is religion, IIond that which is against tho Vedas 
is adka1'ma (or, not religion). HeDce Manu's book is the great­
-est a.uthority among the Smritis. 

This is what Manu says :- . 
.. Kamama. maranat tishtheyed grihay kallul·tu matyapi. 
"Nachoibanam projutcha.ytll gunahinaya kal'hichit." 
"Trini burslAlnu ditksh\lytu kumarjrieti maty I!>uti." 

. "Urdhun to kaladey tasma,d bindata sadrisam pa,timi." 

Manu 9 Adhya; Slokas 89 and 90. 

(i. e.) It is even better for women to remain ullwarried till 
death than to be united with a partner of It different disposition 
and opposite qua.lifications. Slol,;a 89. A virgin girl should, 
after the first appcdrancc of the menses, wait for three years, 
and thon r,he should look for a husband. w hu wonld be a proper 
match for hc'r in every respect.-Sloka 90. 

Of the commentators on Manu, the oldest is Medhatithi,.who· 
is cited as an authority both by Raghunandan and Jimutavahan 
commenting on the above Slokas, he says :-

., Pragrito Kanyahya no. danum ritu durshunnaypi 1~ 

dadyad yabad gunaban barow na. prapta..-Sloka. 89. 

(i. e.) We, I1S 11 rule, ought not to give a sirl in mu.triage 
before the appearance of, her menses even after the ap~ra.noe 
of the menses, "e should k~p her uDJD.&lll'ied, so IODg as we do 
.uot get a good husband, who would be a proper match foyer 
in every l"6Bpeot. • '. • 

The above clearly proves beyond the sha9owof Ito doubt, ~ 
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• Manu, according to his first and oldest oommeDHtor, .~. 
tithi, sanctions adult maJTia.ge. 

Then, as regards the next SZoka, Medhatithi sa.ys :-

co Rayta" ritukalum tadbatyapy trini burshani tudgrihay 
nshita.-Sloka 90. 

A virgin girl should, after the first appearance of her men­
ses' wait for three yea.rs in the house of her father who will, in 
the meantime, try to secure a good and well accomplished 
husbe.nd for her daughter, &c. 

Dlt. R. G. BHANDARKAIt, afte~ a laborious investigation into 
the religious authorities on tt.e subject, comes to thefollowing : 
conclutlions :-

" That no text has been brought forward ~v Vijrmnesva.ra 
KamlAkara, Nanda Pandita, Anantadeva; Mahesabhatt.t, 
ChandrachUda and KAslnatllP, Upadha.yaya, enjoining the 
GarbhAdhAna or consummation C'eremony on the occasion of 
the first :or any specific course, and that the AsvalAyana 
Grihyaparisi&hta allows the liberty of performing it at any 
time. 

That t,he texts which, hy some, are construed as containing 
mandatory precepts as to intercourse on the ~ccaBion of a 

, course, hnve been interpreted by othcrg as invoking pOl'mis­
sive precepts only. 

That even if the precepts are regarded as mandatory, their 
operation must be delayed for one year after pz£berty in accord­
p:n,ce 'With some Grihya8Utra8, andfor tMee years in accordance 
tuitlt a teaJt of Baudluy,jWlJa. 

Tlfst this del~y is quite what one might expect in view of 
the f('<lts that ma.rriage can, according to the Dharrua.sastra., 
be deferred ror three yearR after puberty, and that the 
rittals cont&ined in the GrihyaSiitra, especially that of 
Apastamba and HiTanyakesin~ presuppose a girl's halting 
lllTived at' maturity. 
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That the consummation of marriage only when the girl has 
fully developed is quite in keeping with the spirit of the Bishi 
legislators, a.s the begetting of a s.on ahle to do credit; to the 
father is their sole object, and its early consummation is 
entirely opposed to their spirit as the result of it is barrenness 

flJr weak and sickly children." 
"That the texts prescribing tho Ga.rbUdhU.na ceremony 

and intercoUI'se do not provide that they should come off on 
the occasion of the first monthly course, but lou,ve tho ma.tter 
indefinite. 

That if those indefinite texts are understood in conneetion 
with tho statement in tho .1svalllyana Grihyu.parisishta, they 
must be regarded as leaving it to the option of the perRon 
concerned when to perform the ceremony. 

That since P~ara's te~ and others of that naturo cannot. 
oV!Jrride the Parisishta; they must be regarded 1\8 coming into 
force after the Garbhlidbanll! ceremony, whenever it may be 
performed. 

That there are mallY exceptions to ParAaltra'H precept, one 
of thc'Ie being that contained in a text of Baudhayanlk in virtue 
of which a man mlLJ uh-;t,ain from intercourse for l('~" than 
three years. 

That tho i"uthors of some of the Grihyasutl ae enjoin 
abstinence for one year eftet' puberty. 

That the precepts enjoying intercourse are permissive oaty 
according to the views of authors of great repute. 

It will be seen that Manu ill his text Ill. 45, as interpreted 
by Nanda Pandita and in IX. ]06.7, as also YAjnavalkya in I.' 
80, mean to enjoin on It ma,n tIro duty of begetting a son.­
Nanda Pandita and Aru!,ntadeva, 'taking theiretand on a '\Iedie 
text, interpret the precept of Par&9ara. IIoB having for¥nly 
until a man has got a son. Other texts inculcate a.batinenoe 
when the wife has become old or has Ilot arrived at the p"<l1dil1' 
stage of growth. From all t;bfs and mucJr more that; onl may 
iind in the religious booka, it is evident that in prescribiu.i'1 



inteJocljurse the law-givers haTe no other object in vmv than 
to pl'O'Vb1e for the birth of a son. And even the junctures at 
whioh one should have intercourse in order tba.t a good soft 
Diay be 'b0l'D are carefully mentioned. The son playa an impor. 
tant pan in the religious and domestic life of a Hind1L NO'W, 
science tells us that if a girl is violated before she reaches full 
d&reiopment, she often becomes incapable of bearing a child; 
and when she does give birth to one, it is weak and unhealthy. 
Thus full development is not reached before the age of twenty. 
These are not matters of speculation, but of praetidl.l 
expeTienoe. By performing the Ga.rbMdhA11.& ceremony there· 
fore, when a girl is ten, eleven', ~welve, or thirteen years of 
"ge, th~ Hindus mOlt irreverently defeat the object of the 

~ Rishis under the pretence of fol1bwing their commands. "The 
endeavour, therefore, to compel them to keep a: girl untoueh~ 
before the age of twelve should be welcomed by them as beiqg 
concch ad quite in the spirit of the old Bishie. If it succeeds, 
it will makc them more faithful followers of those sages and 
more essentially religious Hindus than in these corrupt times 
they are." 

In the chapter on "Penance and Expiation" in Manu's 
Smriti, curiously enough thcre is no mention of any penanee 
or expiation f"r the non-perforInnnce of the Ga~hadan cere • 
. mony. It may therefore be rightly argued that the perform. 
allce of the ceremony is not n, religiously enjoined duty. 

Manu in chap. XI, verse 59, says that" Carnal commerce 
1rith .•....... littfe girls must be considered as nearly equal to 
; ............. tho most horrible of sexual offenccs." 

And again in verse 171, hI) .says-" He, who has wasted his 
manly strength ............... wlth girls under the age of puberty, 
11lut~rform the penance ordained for defiling the bed of a 
per'oepIior." 

fI\'o"" as t hll.ve been able te collect information on thtB 
sutlje~. I ftnd thai: ttIe Brahmans of this part of the coutttlty 
'IW6 of O}linion tJmt th nerformance of the GarlIhcktGn cera· 



many On the ooca.ai.on of the first Ulenstruation is not an 
imperious duty. The CaJcutta. papers freely state that iu tho 
aUlily of the Maharajah who presides over the Anti·Reform 
Party at Calcutta, tbe ceremony of Garbliailan has not been 
performed on a single oooa.sion for the past two hun~ed 
)18&1'8. Has the family become non·HinduP I believe not. 

Even acoording to Parasara.'s Smriti, the penance prescribetd 
is so small that it cannot be construed into any seriOllB 
~tacle to the passing of the Bill. I think I cannot do better 
~ha.n quote in etltenso the able dissertation on this point from 
&he pen of Mr. Justice K. T. Telangof Bombay. 

"A further point of importltnce to be noted rela.tes to what 
!Day be called the sanction of the rule we are here concerned 
with. In the text of Parasara already cited the man who~ 
violates the rQ is said to eommit " the awful sin of fQlticide." 
T}le veriest reactionary, on the one hand. and,. the most un­
questioning believer in the perfection of the Shastras on the 
other, must admit that this particular form of sin is a mere 
"legal fiction." There is, in fact, of course, no fweus to 
be killed and therefore none can be killed. And now let us aee 
what are the modes in which this "legal fiction" of sin oan 
be purged. For, as is well known, while the Hindu system on 
the one han<} lays down a large number of rules, to ~he viola­
tion of each of which a certain sin attachell, it provides, on the 
other ba.nd, an ela.borate series of penances and expiations. bJ" 
which the respective sins incurred can be entirely washed 
a.way. It is obvious, therefore, that if we look merely at 'he 
rule itself, and the description of the sin which is sta.t~ 
to a.ttach to its viola.tion, We get but an imperfect idea oi the 
whole doctrine of the Hindu system touching the matt.er t.o 
which the rule relates. Let us then examine what is stlfed in 
the book a.bout the penance to be podormed in the caae d.e!Ut 
within Parasara.'s text abov2 quot~. The commedt~ of 
Madbav .. Wl that text furnishls SOUle infonna.tion QD t~. 
Kadha.v .... quotes Brihaspati and Baudhltyana. the fira1; .. la~, 
a 
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down 0. penance of ha.lf a. krichehhra, a.nd the last 1\ penance of 0. 

hundred p1·anayamas, to be performed by 0. husba.nd who dces 
not meet his wife in due se8.8on. As to the hundred pranayllllJW,B, 
that is not an operation of much time or difficulty. The gt"II.Sp­
ing of the nostrils by three of the fingers, even though it has 
to be repeated a hundred times, and even though it may ha.ve' 
to be accompanied by the recitation of mantras or prayers, is 
obviously a very light penance. Krichchhra in the original 
bookish sense, is a somewhat more troublesome proees8, invol~­
ing fasting and so forth for a. certain period, though to ven in 
the Smriti of Parasara (chap. XII., st. 62) it is said to consist 
in reciting the Gayatri verse ten th'lusII.nd times optionally 
with otl)or more or less tedious operations. Half a Krichcl.hra, 
which is the penance laid down for the "sin," we are now 
considering, necessarily represents the tedi'-:m and troul'le 
reduced fifty per cent. But let us now look at the Prayascbj.t­
tendllsekhara-a special authority on the subject of pcnances. 
We read there that "for the omission to meet a wife in the 
seaRon (the penance is) half a kl·ichchhra. If (the omission 
is)- involuntary, (the pel1llo11()e is) a hundredpmnayamaIJ. This, 
however, only in the case of OIle who is at han.}, and not suf­
fering from disease and on other than pal"va days." It will 
be noticed that Lhe various points here stated I1(c nearly all 

indicated in Mc~dhava's cornment~ as already quotod. .And 
as regard~ the half lcriclwhhra, it~s worthy of l'emark, tba.t 
tho work now uude!' citation says that it it! "equivalent to 
one and a half lcal'816apanas according to the Gaudas"­

\the Gaudas being the Bengalees, the followora of Ra-
ghunandana to whom Sir R. O. Mitter refers. What, then, is 
the result of all the above discussion r Why even this, that 
1Iolt.h<ngh the "sin" is described as "the awful sin of i(Btl­
oide "-the pelllUlOO for it is stated to be so many praMYamcu, 
011 80 ~Y reoitations of th\ Ga.yaf4'i. verse, or, and this, 
acooking to the OJlinion of the achool of Ra.ghunandana., the 
~xpenditure of 80 muoh money. It is pretty notorious ths,~ 
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in Western India, and presumably in Bengal and other 
provinces also, the money substitute krichchkrru and other 
penances is largely, almost universally, in Uije. So that on the 
principle underlying Sir R. C. Mitter's contention w~ Cl)me to 
this practical result, that the " sin" referred to can in practice 
be washed away by the expenditure of a. few annas. Accord­
ing to the well-established tariff in Western India, half a Mich­
,"J].hra means just two antlllf; and no more. And to the danger­
ous-looking dilemma, which Sir R. C. Mittel' stated in Council, 
would presont itself before the "orth{}dox Hindu husband' 
if the Age of Consent Bill was passed, gets entirely denuded 
in its practical aspect of a11 it~ dangcrous clements. Thfl alter­
native is no longer bet~een the violation of British law am1 

8ha8tra law,- between trouble in this world and trouble 1lJ 

the next. An'" orthodox·Hindu husband" can with perfect 
ea.se obey British law and the injunctions of IUs, Shll.8tras at 
the same time, if he will only consent to spend a few annas: 
Or he may even avoid the pecuniary expenditure, if he will 
only perform a hundr(·d pranayamas or recite the Gayatri fiw 
thonsand timE:'R-both operations, to which, as au "orthodox 
Hindu husband," he call, of conrse, offer no reasonable objer­
tion." 
lSir Rome.,.h Chandra Mitra and other edu('ated gentlelll€lJl 

argue that in no civilized country is there any law whicll 
construes sexual intercourse between husband and wife inte 
rape. They say that the Indian Legil!lature will be unique 
in passing such a law. But it must not he forgotten that i~ 
no civilized country does the preliminary offence of infan1 
marriage exist. No Legislature ever dreamt of such a c~ntin. 
geney and never have had experience of such a depraved 
custom as that of marrying female children when thty are 

babies of a few months old! Sneh a. law, however, elists in 
section 375 of the- Indian Pe')llol Code. Mr. Telang irf ¢ epi­
nion-" If the Shastra.s leave us an option in any matter, aml 
&he Sta.te steps in to limi& the option by prohibiting ono of - ~ . 



the alternatives open to 01 under the Shaatras on ~he· grolUld 
of ita heiDI mischievoUi from a. worldly point of view, I do 
Dot consider the State's action there has &Vy 'religNtu 
iDterrerenoe.' " 

A gain in the words of Sir Alfred Lya.ll, " the 10.11' as it .taDel. 
is of oar own making; 80 we are free, we are indeed boUDcP 

to alter it if we think right ao to do. It does not follow 
because the law originally WIl.S foanded on a ~ocia.l l·nle. ~~ 
we cannot mend it until the practice is modified, lor we 1a.\Q. 

thai; a positive English law is aetually a. much stiffer and 
less elastic bar against hea,lthy change, than even a. rule of 
.caste; for caste ordinances are Itttle more tha.n CUlltom~ bar· 
.dened by religioull ~anction; and they are much more mov • 
.able than is usually imagined in Europe. We have therefore 
good ground for continuou"sly 100Mning the .ounds im,pot'ld 
by our own legislature." 

The Anti.Reformers are spreading a'sensational mmour 
among the masses that the pril'acy of their ramilies will be 
invaded by the Doctors enquiring into the IlXllCt age of their 
femai<l cbildren, whether they are really over or under 
twelve years of age. '1 hey forget that no la.w exists in virtu 
of which such medica.l examination ce.n be made wIthout the 
expreEB ('onscnt of the party concerned. TheY.8eem to haTe 
a convenient memory over the wigging administered to the 
BebgaJi Deputy Magistrate of Nawgaon in the Rajashale 
Distriet. by the Bengal Government for causing .. Hi.u.cbI 
widow, who was suspected of being pregnant, to be examined 
~,. Doctor, on the application of the Police, to find out jf she 
-.,as Dot really pregnant in order tohat her movemeo.tB mo., be 
wa.tc'beci a.nd the posaibilit1 of a.n infanticide averted. The 
dDt~ the Legislature, it ill evident, is to prevent aJ..l iJld.eotmt 
..nq~ The Judge can be trusted toO dispeD80 the law .. 
~ t.be .. clao.ae just ,,\he ia ao~1 enppd i,D ~ 
~apoaat of other caSes involving a proper iDterpreWiw of • 
-.uae in the Penal Code; aad to tAlke into hi, oonaiGeraUon 



and ma1Ce the fullest allowance for all mitigating circum. 
aflanoes. Inlltanoos are not ,vanting in which the mitigating 
circamstances have been such that an offence punishable 
with transportation for life has been punished with a few 
months or even day's imprisonment. 
n The Bill is also objected to, on the ground that persons 
haring ~pite against a plI.rticuJar person may easily get him 
~to trouhle by giving false information to the Police. Al 
pri:ent the age of consent is ten, and we have not beard of a. 
single instanc~ of a case like the one supposed. The limit ii' 
ollty raised to 12, and the apprehension C/U. exist only in the 
wild imagination of the Anti-Reformers. Up till now the 
offence is cognisable by the Police, and the offender may be 
al'i'ested without a warrant. The},Jill now on the Legislative 
anvil makes it a~tmmfonB clue. 

It is also argued that the object of the present ~egistation 
being to secure the happiness of the unfortunate child-wife. 
the committal to jail of the husband for the offence above 
noted, will only mar that happiness, as sho will have to lead a. 
1..-ind of widow'" life. Not only will this bc the case, but the 
subsequent happiness of Lhe wholo family wiII be marred. 
Under existing circum~tancc8 husbands al'e sent to jail fOl' 
otftmces like theft. cheating, &c. How do the wives fare P 
It will und:oubtedly be better that the husband should be 
made to enjoy the fruits of his fault than that an innocent 
cIrild-wife should be made to au1fer for a life time. Do the 
Anti-Reformers mean to say tha.t if a child-wife is brattded. 
o( otherwise maltreated, she should not seck tho protection" 
of the Jaw and get the monstrous husba.nd punished. EvCll 
if tnis is not dono~ her life is miserable all t.he same. Further. 
ia II> I!Iborl timo after the passing of the Bill, the revokiDg 
prattice win cease, especially WMD it ;s generally lmcnm 
tIm; it is ~st the law Clf tb~ land. The Hindus are(a~Irtat., 
abiding peC1pIe. 

,"- ftttt'her argUment is that there is no necenil;y fOJ' the 



Legislation, as any case of grievous hurt thus ea.used ()all ~ 

punished uuder the existing law. But the law provides no 
punishment for grievous hurt caused in the course of sexual 
intercoursc, inasmuch as in a case of this kind the husband 
does not voluntarily or intentionally cause grievous hurt. 
The case of Ha.ri Mohan Maiti is one in point. Hia was aIle 
offence that richly deserved penal servitude for life. But the 
inadequacy of thc eyistiug law, which allowed him to esca~ 
with 12 months' imprisonment, shocked the pliblic sens~ 
propriety and directed the attention of the public to the 
eXlstence of a brutal, cruel, and demoralising custom that 
was practically sanctioned, nay approved, by the Legielature. 

The preposterous theory is proposed by an "educated" 
'countryman who says "educated natives of India, when they 
discuss the Bill in que~tion, are }wuDd to cOlJdjult the feelillgs 
of even the lo~est of their countrymen, &c." It is a lament­
able sight indeed to see that after thirty years of the sp~,d 
()f University education, and of other civilising influences 
sedulously supported by the Government to find the highest 
products of the Universities display their" civilization;" after 
the pledge taken in solemn convocation as!iembled, to lead 
their ignorant but unfortunate brethren, to be led by them, 
nay, to pro .. titute their higher moral training and infiuen.e 
to the llot too highly comme,ndable ends of confirming and 
enoouraging their unfo~tunate countrymen to continue in the 
barbarous and degrading usages born of dark superstitious 
and priestly supremacy. 
/) Just as the followers of Raghunandan raise an outcry 
against the Bill, the En~lishmen ill India can raise their 
voioea against the existing inequalities between the criminal 
laws cPf England and India. Their daughter. in Ellglan\l 
enjoy the protection of the law till they are l8. By coming 
ouA to 1pdia, this protectiono.es, tbemoment their children 
complete their tenth year. 'l'be Government, if it hstens 
to the interested cry of Bengsl will be on the horJU of an 
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uely dillmlma. The oriminal law of the land should as far a& 

poaaible aifeot aU sections of people alike. The gla.ring 
inequality has been So standing slur on the good sense of the 
British, and the sooner it is removed, the better i.t will be for 
the honour and dignity of Englishmen. 
o An Anti.Reformer, in his recent pamphlet, "The Rites of 
Garb'Jw.cUI,n," says: .. Actuat.ed by these noble and lofty 
~e"B, the chief motive of our legislators was to bring about a 
r~ of strong, virtUOllS, and religious children. All theil­
efforts were dirocted to impr~ve tIle soil (woman) and th& 
l3eeds (men), so that the sprouts (offspling) may shoot forth 
in all their beauty and glory. -Thoy laid the most importa.nt 
stress on bringing out a race of men, who would be puro, 
virtuou!!, religious, 'ltrong, cheerful, happy, and contented." 

Every sensiblomnnewill ogree with the learned Pandit that 
the. object of the rite of Ga~'bhadan is the production of a race 
of men-pure, virtuous, rflligious, strong, cheerful, 'Lappy, and 
contented. But in the face of the mass of Medical evidence 
to the contrary no one would believe that the object will be 
gained by making tender rhildren of 10 and 11 to enter 
upon the duties of maternity. Look at tho ~trong and stal· 
wart races of Upper India and thE' hill pa.rta. The practice at 
Hsiimaitism is entirely unknown among them. Raghuuantian 
himseU, the-g;.eat authority relied on by tho Bengali opponents 
of the Bill. in his Jyotish To,two, 8o,Y8-" Good offspring CAll 

only be obtained from intercourse between a man of 20 years 
and a woman of full sireteen years aftel' her proper menstrua­
tion. If the ages of the parties are less, the offspring is bad." 
How are the two statements of ODe and the same law.giver tc 
be reconciled P Which is to be followed P 
A~in regarding the propo!>al by the Anti·Reformersaha.t 

instead of the age-clause fixing "onsummation at 12. the 
phrase" age of puberty" sboul4.be suL .. tituted. Thill Juena­
ment, if adoptsd, W01l1d render t};e Bill practically inope1a!ive; 
for it will be difficult to tell whether the II event" has actua.ll-. 
d. J 



11CCW'Nd ill the pa.rtioular instance or not.. There 'Will t:.lI.en 
4lao be tl1e difficulty of the indecent enquiries. Furliber, 
'Docto~s tel11lS that infa.nts a.re known to menstruate and tba.t 
girls become motbm-s before the function is ever esta.bl.iNled 
in them, and further still, the catanwnia never appear th~ 
life in certain instanoes. :Medical authorities further tell WI 
that early puberty is not due so much to climatic or ethel 
natural influences as to artificial influences such as the ear.lJ 
bringing together of boys and girls of imma.turo age, ~~ 

· surroundings, &c. 'I'he abnormal condition under which 
ma.rriage places the child-wives and the operatiQn of th( 
Phy8io1o~ical law referred to I:.y Doctor T. E. Ch!U'les in part 1 
induce early menstruation. Thus the educative value wbiell 
the Government set upon this measure of reform will cease te 
be. 

Another qbjection raised against the Bill is that the evi: 
which it pt'oposes to provide against does not exist in Be~gal 
and that t.herefore there is no necessity for the enactment, 
The Il.Ilswer to this is Simple enough. If the evil does not asia., 
why raise this hue and cry and discredit the Government in 
season and out of season? The Bengalis on the other h&.:ld 
should joyfully welcome tho legislation, as one calculated to 
harmonise the existing inequality between the Criminal 
~w Amendment Act ot England and the Indiana Penal Code. 
My 'xperience in 1:1. H. the Nizam's Dominions. and especi­
ally within my own Jaghires, shows me that the practice of 
early consummation is very common in the Eastern parts ot 

• the State or in Telinga.na. The inhabitauts of this part, the 
• Telugu SJ1draa specially practice Harimaitism and the stunt­
ed stature of the people sufficiently proves the evil ~:lfoots of 
tb.is practice. Turning to the Maratwara 01' Westtlrn half of 
iJrls State', I find t.hat wiili the exception of Brahmans, all the 
'ltIte~ fracliioe I\liult marl'illoW,l' There can be 110 doubt of the 
_ilaWiLce of the praotice in lhdis.. Similarly the pra.oticc is 

• alr.nofIt entirely unknown in Upper India and the inhabitants Me 



robust aDd well made. )h)k at Bengal with it. Harim.aitietn 
.:.nd one is struck with the differe~l'e in the physique. 

lIB.. R. 'C. DUTT, Oollector of Burdwan, II. native offioial of 
position and learning. says :-" From my own knowledge I 
can assert that the practice prevails widely and generally in 
Qla,lcutta. and in other parts of Bengal. It ill not confined to 
any partiQular castes or classes, but is universal. Girls are 
&;rwrll.lly married between the years of 8 and 11; they go to 
their husbands' houses immediately after their marriage and 
return to their fathers after a short stay. After a few such' 
tem]>C';;ry visit,s the duration of which i@ gradually extended, 
Lhey 'Ultimately 12:0 and remain with their husbands, probably 
a year or BO after their mariiage. No precautions are taken 
against the consummation of Ithe lI1arriagc; on the contrary, 
it is the unive'rlsal firactic~ to Jet the' young couple sleep 
together at night, even when the girl is of lJ. p~nder and 
immature age. And marriage is generally consummated long 
before the girl has her menses, or is in 3. fit state, physically, 
for ,having intercourse." The evidence collected by the 
Government of Bengal from Medical authorities and from 
lay witnesses entitled to speak as to the habits and customll 
of the people leads to the following conclusions :-

(l) That ~heree.s it is & religious obligation among nindus 
for their daughters to go through the ceremony of marria.ge 
before the age of puberty, it is no part of the Hindu religi~n' 
that they should be subjected to intercourse with their bus­
bands before that period. (2) That in Bengal a certain even\ 
(whIch only indicates the approach, and not the completion, 
of puberty) generally takes place at the age of 12 <¥' 13, 
though it is frequently by artificial stimulation brought on a.t 
an earlier age to minister to a debasing lust. (3) That it is 
a general practice for Hindu girls, after they are II'JUTied, 
but before puberty is even inEica.ted, much less 6!\taJij,lhe\l. 
to be lubjected to more 01' less frequent a.ctS of connmon with 
tlleir husbands. This custom ap~ to be wideBJn'e&d-
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but less universal among the higher than among 'the lower 
olasses of Hindus-it prevails ~cnerany over Bengal Proper. 
especially over Eastern and Contral Bengal. It does not, how­
ever, extend generally to Bebar, nor is it prevalent in 01is88, 
and the aboriginal tribes are apparently free from it. (4). 
That apart from the moral abominations which RometiniJs 
accompany this practice, thc physiologicnl results are disas­
trous, not only on the immediate health of the girl, le~g 
constautly to injury and occasionally to death, bl. t even more 

. markedly so on her capacity for bearing healthy ch ildren tbere­
nfter.V(l:;) That while this practice iR viewed withgrowing 
disfavour by the educated me-n of the community, it is favour­
ed and enforced by the influence of the women. 

Thus it will be seen that different amendments of the 
proposed Bill satisfy different tastes. I n fact, the absurdity 
of the demamd will be evident on an enumeration of· t.he 
various proposals. In the words of a reform paper they are. 
(1) to allow Hindus. who are for the Garbhadan ceremony, 
to perform it at any time, and under cover of it to inflict the 
very atrocitIes which the Legislature wishes to prevent; (2) 

to allow those Hindus, who do not perform the said ceremony, 
to inflict such atrocities when "the well-known physical 
oondition" appt'ars, eVI'n if it is nominally ~r' artificirl.lly 
produced; (3) to prohibit those Hindus, in who~e wives this 
physical condition is altogether absent even at the ripe age 
of sixteen or twenty, and cannot be anyhow produced. from 
having intercourse with them, or as an alternative fix a 
particular age for this class; (4) to fix "puberty and dis­
cretion .. for the Mahomedans j (5) to fix the age of sixtern 

( 

for European British subjects, that being the age ill f.ngla.n.d 
and\~er colonies j (6) and to fix some other limits for the more 
manlf. Hindu races like thtl Sikhs. 
{ Letslation on thelle line;'. will ignore the fundamental 
pnri~ underlying the OriJD.inal Law of the country-the 
equalitit,i.&J,l men. 
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AN ApPEAL TO MY COUNTRYVEN. 

It will be seen from- the abO\'e tb.a.t the opposition aga.inst 
the Bill has no origin or jURtification either in the Hindu 
reli'gioull books or in the dictates of common sense. Oh 
my educated countrymen, are you not personally convinoed 
of the revolting nature of HarimaiLism r And if yol.I are, 
you not bound by your duty to your country to try and 
e~, lain the real object of the Government to the ignorant 
masses P What is the usc of raising the sensational cry of 
roligiol' in danger and holding meetings to protest against 
the Bill P Rather call together your brethren and strengthen 
the hands of Government by sending reprE'sentILtions that the 
people Ilre convinced of the good intentions of tho Govern­
ment, Act! n(l~ speltk ! Pttove Y041l'(;elves worthy of tho edu, 
cation you have received! And p"ove that yon arc worthy of 
being admitted to a share of representative govcrnmeJlt by 
yourself admItting y'0HI' better halves to a greater Ilbare o~ 
liberty and justice I 

CONCLUSION, 

'l'he IndiQ.ll Legislature has laid down the age of Hi as the 
aile up to which 'emale ohildren are to be under the guardian­
ship of thE';" fathers_ l'rovisioli has also been made in the 
Legislature for pl111lshing It parent when he devotes his 
daughter to an immoral purpose before the agf' of 16. Wby' 
bhould not then the age of coment be raised at ICitAt to 14? 
Medi(lal opinion has beeu quoted to prove that the average age, 
nt whioh puberty ocours is 13. And religIOUS authorit:y...:') 
Manu the oldest Smriti writer and the Hindu law-giver-haR' 
been quoted to show thai the girl should pass th,-ee yeWl'8 ~ftel' 
ber first menstruation before she should be allowed tv) have 
carnal knowledge of her husband. Raghnnandan, in his 
Jyotish Tatwa says that the. ~rl must be at least 16 ~C)Brl )0£ 

age in order to produce pure, virtuoul;, religious, strong, cheer­
~1fI, happy and coJ:>tented offspring. Dhanwantara. who iH 
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oomitted by the Hindus to be flU incarnBtiol\ of GOd, the 
author of Medical Science, and the insp'irer of SusrutB has laid 
down distinctly that some l ull~iderable time should elapse 
a.fter a certain condition has appeared before the Garbl.fUlan 
ceremony 8hould take place and that it should not take place 
before the bride is 16 years of age. Lord Cross, III view of ~e 
proposed Factory I.Jegislation, thinks that a female remains 
a girl up to 14, hut the IlldilHl Legislature wants to makp'tt 
that n girl of 12 is a woman fit to participate in the enjoyment 
lI[ marital relatlons. In the first part of t,hiR work I have 
proposed that thc age of 11 should be fixed as ag'a.;nst the 
husband 16 or 18 as n.gamHt other~. 1 hope, however, tnat thp 
Government will find Its way to ' legislate more in accordance 
WIth medicnl and rehgio\!~ opinion. :No possible objection 
can be put forward even by th(' !Lgitation-mbnger tollowen of 
Raghunandan's Sanflkara 'l'atwa, tu rai.-ing the age of conse~t 
to 16, at lea~t in the case of unmarried or widowed females. 


