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of serving the superior; and if they refuse to serve, they 
are fatally condemned to disappear." Even Chri8tia.n 
missionaries have come to be dominated by these new 
ide~8 of morality. Every European race chari shes 
the bope and the ambition of achieving the status of a 
world-power. In the political progress of Europe in the 
past the city-state, the feudal state and the national state 
have been recognised as stages of ad vance, and now tile 
national state is giving way to the idea and conception of 
the national Empire. The Roman Empire and the Metlire
val Empire have both failed, th~ former because it aimed 
at cumprehending all civilisf'd natious under the sovereignty 
of a world-empire and the latter partly because it was in 
some respects an impossihle restora.tion under medireva.l 
forros of the old Roman Empire and partly because it was 
unable to struggle sucoessfull) against the great prin~iples 

of nationality, feudal aristocracy and religious freedom 
with which it successively came into conflict in the later 
stages of its history, aud morever it bad to fight & deadly 
fight with the papacy which irretrievably weakened it and 
destroyed all its vigmu and vitality. The ideal of a National 
Empire is still new. No senous danger has yet threatened 
it. What the futm's of this new form of the state may be 
no one can venture to prophesy at pres~nt. But its ad
vance and prosperity continue unabated, and every European 
community is ceaselessly and sleeplessly at work to advanee 
tbe interests and enlarge tbe dimensions of its own national 
empire, wbile at the same time endeavouring to avoid all 
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entangling oonftiotB with th~ imp~rial and national inter.a, 
of other European communities. 

Suoh are the tendencies and sentiments working at the 
present day among the great communities in tbe Weat 
which are now striving for masterful exist~nce in the world. 
It is natural, therefore, that one result of the in troauction 
of Western education and Western knowledge into India. 
D1ust be to bring into existence a number of active men 
bent on \'Iatriotic improvement and capa.ble of fouuding 

'n organisation for the redrel's of existing evillI. Now 
is the time to rouse ours~l ves and make a determined 
and united effort to make up for lost time. As a people 
\\-e have failed to resist the impetuous onward rush east
we.rd of men hent on aggression and exploitation of variou.s 
kinds. We have too long slumbered and slept until the 
ancient civilisation of India has become strangely tranB
formed. Now at last the heart and life-centre of national 
existence is threatened, if not already enfeebled beyond 
hope of repair Ilnd recovery. British over-rule with ite all
shadowing peace, its broad tolerance of creeds, its mighty 
efficiency for cont:-olling the passions of fanatics aru:l 
sectaries, and its inherent love of expanding freedom offerll 
India th~ best chance of reform and recovery, if only we 
have leaders who know the right and the opportune and 
can both win a foUowing and gain the confidence of the 
ma8sell of the people. The question for con8ideration it. 
what are to be the line8 of aotivity proper to be pursued by 
those of us who have the heart to leel for the indolence, 
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lifelessn~8t and degradation into which the people of· 

India are sinking. By what means call we enlist the sym
pa.thie« of those who rule the destinies of men so as to in
duce them to help forward the cause of Indian revival and 

4 

progres• ? 
'rhere are two alternative oourses open to us. One 

is to take up the ideas and aims of European civilisation 

and try to work them up as best we can into the 
framework, the marrow, and bone, of our own 
civilisation; the other is to study our own civilisation 

and its place in the order of the wodd in the light 

of l'i\tlt experience and to base our collective lite and ne\\< 
organisation on the results afforded by an intelligent com
prehension of the capabilities of the national genius. .As 
matters stand, both these plaseR of opinion are ftlpresental 
among those who form the most active and vocal section 
of the Indian educated community. Men are hopelessly 
divided and organising themselves {In distinct and irrecon
cilable party lines. Bombay has taken the lead in organising 

what may be called the party of the W 6st. and Bengal
which is the stronghold of the spirIt of conservatism-bas 
tounded what may be called the party of the East which, 
though yet in its infancy, has already ga.ined some memora
ble triumphs tor the cause of the ancient mother-land, 

triumphs which are indicative of the undying. though 
dormant, vitality of our race, if only, we know where lies 
the.fountain head of the nation'!, energy and inspiration . 
.As tl)e late Mr. Ranade stood forward as the repreflentative 
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man and It'ader of the party of reform on W e8t~rn linea,-eo 
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamss. and Sri Swami Vivekananda 
are the representative men and leaders of the party of the 
East with its shibboleth of spiritual revival. We in Madras 
have yet produced no mau endowed with the gift of leader
ship. That is ind~ to bi>, accounted a fortunate circum
stance for us, inllsmuch 8!1)ellders have a.lways the tendency 
to take a road of their own aHd to cause a split in the 
already divided ca.mp. MOl'ever, 8.S the al:ernative has been 
alrelldy cleal'ly placed before us by Bombay and Bengal, we 
have no need for a third course and no possibility or 
chance of having one offered to us. Which shall we 
choostl as the inspiring centr" of the new movement 
in India? Under which banner shall VI e enlist and 
orgllnise such energies and force's as we still possess? 
But ]pt us know clearly \\>hat are thf1 alternative course. 
just spoken ufo They are thf' ever-old, evt>r-new, alter~ 
natives placed before men in nil the grtlat crjs~s of history. 
Shall we adopt (t revolutional'?1 ideal, OJ' shall we fulfil t:ht 
past and further devt'lop the national aim and t,zeal whu'h hal 

80 long fa.~cinated men's minds in India? 

Put in thill form, Wfl can have no difficulty in making 
our chGice. Revolution is no new remedy for the evil! and 
miseriell of humanity in India, nor even, as we shall sh~w 
presently, the idea of nationa.! revival and reform. Buddhism 
rOBe among us not @o much a8 a revolution, but a8 a rebel
lion against some aspectll of ancient Indian thought and 
society. Soon, however, a spirit of delltructive radicalism 
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tended to develop i~f,. and it sought to overthrow the very 
foundations of the national life, to set at naught the motive 
power whioh man needs to support and coosole him in hi. 
onward march through this tangled skein of life, and to 

4 

make roan'. lot on earth a passionle!ls perfection by ignor-
ing all natural inequalities of endowment and endeavour. 
What wall the result? Let Ull hear the greatest modern 
authority on the subject, Swami Vivekananda. He speakA 
of the Buddha and his idaals as follows :-" No blame 
attaches to the Lot'd. He is pure and gloriou!I, but unfor
tunately such high ideals could not be well assilnllated by 
the dificr€'uL uncivililled and uncultured races of ma.nkind 
who iiockt'd WIthin the fold of the Aryans. Thf't'le races, 
with varieties of 8uperstition and hideous worship, rushed 

within the fold of the Aryan and for a time uppeared 
&8 if they had become civilised, but before a century had 
passed, they brought out their snakes, their ghosts and all 
the other things theIr ancestors used to worship, and thus the 
whole of India became one degraded ma~1I of superlltition:' 
And agaill :-" I have neither the timA nor thA inclina.tion 
to describe the hideousnes!l that came in the wake of 
l1uddhism. 'l'be most hideous ceremonies, the most horrible. 
the most obscene books that human handy ever wrote, or 
the lIIuman brain ever conceived, the most bestial forms that 
6"er passed undf'r the nalIle of religion have all befln the 
creation of degraded Buddhl!!lm." When now-a-days men
especially Europeaas--Apeak of Buddhism they refer only 
to the Buddha's preaching of mercy to animals, to his ethi-
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cal precepts, and to hia and hit! followers' phU080phieal die
oussiona. But in place of our old simple daily Pancbayajou 
and the occasional big sacrifices and in place of the simple 

form" of divine worship such as dhyana, Y09a, and Mwkti, 
tbe Buddhists substituted gorgeous processions, gorgeous 
ceremomes, georg~oul! monatllieries, gorgeous temples, and 
the most endless discu/lllionfl. often of a most absurd and 
baself'iJs character. We, HinduII, also discuss a good deal. 
bot the V t'da. and the Vedanta, with tb ... ir boundless and 
unquestioned authority, set limits to the nature and extant 
of our argumentation. Moreover, our cont.roversiall,tera
ture ill the product of ages of polemical warfare with the 
Buddhistic philosophers. Jainism has had a history more 
or less alike and so we see what eVlls have been wrought in 
India by the me-thod of rebellion againlilt the regula.r course 
and the chosen ideal" of the national life. So long as the 
national hfe was left undisturbcll to pursue the even tenor 
of its course, we had an uninterrupted career of prosperity 
in every department of national activity, and India 
truly shone as the light of the East,-tbe horne of wisdom 
and the source of inllpiration to the nations of the'" orid. 
But the Buddhistin rebellion-and to a less extent, perhaps, 
the Jain heresy-ga.ve a twist to the course of national lite, 
and for ages we were involved in a tremendous I1piriliual 
warfare with thesA forces of disturbance. Tben eame the 
impulse to recolJstruction and revival WIth the appearance 
of Sri Sankarach~ry.. But before it could bear fruit the 
Mohammedans broke into the land with tbeir tremen I I 
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military enthusiasm and power. Everywhere .the Hindus 
f~ll before the fighting hordet of Islam. Their warfare of 

centuries with Buddhism had left. the Hindus a debihtated 

and disintegrated mass. Incapable or cohesion, the 

Hindu States resisted the Moslem invaders one after 

another and fell sepal·ately. Moslem rule was establi",hed 

on a finn basis in the North ot India, but its hold on the 

Deccan and the Southern peninsula was Jlever strong. 15tilI 
for nearly five centuries Moslem predominance flourished 

without check. The MUlIsalman power had by that time 

lost all its vitality and cohesion. Centuries of unbridled 

iudulgence in luxury, lust, bigo~ry, and extravagance had 

done their work. Simultaneously with the disorganisation 

and decline oC the Moslem power, the people (\f India ob

tained a reOf,wal of vitality. The rise and fall of the gl'eat 

Vij'~yallagara Empire of South India had also fore-shadowed 

the coming Hindu revival and borne witness to the undy .. 

ing vitality ot the ancient Aryan civilisation. Even under 
Mohammedan rule, the civil and even the military adminis

tration and the foreign relations of the various Mu~salman 

states had patlsed gradually into the hands of the Hindus. The 

Mohammedan rulers were Ii good deal under the influence of 

Hindu wives or Hindu converts. Several Hindu families had 

also risen to powtlr in various local centres. Hindu" riters, 

too, had long er6 this begun t.o indulge in dreams and prophe

eies of corning deliverance. A great ieader soon rose. Sivaji 
re-foundt>d the Hindu power in the empil:'e of Ma.harasbtra. 

His pluck. dal'ing, "elf-denial, resourcE', and commanding 
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POlA'tlf wert! duly rewarded with the HUCceSS they de8erved. 

But th~ grellt Hindu ~viv"l required time for its consoli

dation. An interval of probation and even of reaction 

in interval, too, of perfec..-t freedom from all intrusive 

fort'ign influences, wa.s needed before the consQlida.tioft 
of the reviving Hindu !lupremacy could attain to 

maturity and efficiency. This was not to be, and tbe 
movement of Hindu revival proved an abortion. For, 

meanwhile the' OCtOpu8 of European commercialism ad

vanced eastward with giant strides and caught India within 

its all-grasping folds. The l'elentlessness of the commer

cial spirit itS always active in man, snd it also always seeks 

to take a leap forward by allying itself with militarislll. But 

the unholy alliance of greed and force bas al ways proved. 

a tailure in the history of humanity. 'rhe proclam

ation of 1858 restorad the reign of human and humane 
sentiment in India, and the second great attempt;. 
to settle the fate of India by revolutionary methods 

failed. As, in ruedimval times, the unholy alliance of 
fanaticism and force failed to revolutionise Indian t'ociety 
so at the commenc~tnent of the modern epoch the alliance 

of commercialism with foree failed too. And thus our 

brieE retiew of the past history of India. for twenty-five 

centuries has taught us the great lesson that neither the 

process of internal schism, nor the advent of revolutionary 

influences from abroad, cau restore India to her right

ful place in the history of the progress of huma
nity. 
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That le880n, howeve~, is more easily entrnciatedin words 
than accepted or enfore~d in practice. The spirit of rebel. 
lion is always with us. Revolutionary tendp.ncies are apt 
to revive with the advent of every new influence from abroad • 
.At pre~ent there are several foreign influences at 
work in Hindu society. The most importa.nt are 
those of Dogmatic Ohristianity, of Utility as the basis 
and test of virtue, and the socialistic dogma of the naturai 
equality of all men in every respect. Dogmatic Christianity 
claims to uphold t1.e exlstence of God. and the future hfe. 
But in practice it is tbt> mOllt worldly of all influences, as 
every one know!! tha.t conversions to Ohristianity are mostly 
due to ~ini8ter motives of diver~e kinds and very ra.rely 
to rational conviction or honest faith. As regards the two 
othtH' influences, they arA avowedly based upon materialism 
as they discard altogether the belief in the existence of a 
spiritual world or of a spiritual life. That all these diverse 
influenc(>t! are acting on the minds of men is due to the 
modern Fystem of higb and university education. ~That 

system was deviRed with the practical aim of intro
ducing European knowll:'!dge into India and of raising 
the political condition of India by improving the (>ffi.cit'ncy 
~ the British system of government and aS8oci1\~'ing the 
native!! of India with the working of that system. But it 
has, by leavening the minds of educated men with European 
ideals, also brought into existence a movement whose ob
ject is to destroy the traditional social organisation and the 
·dominant ideals of life in India. 
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We wish firet to refer to the organisation known 88 

the National Congress. That institution is an assembl, of 
the educated non-official 01&sse" of the land who are banded 
together with the view of accomplishing a number oC im
provements in the existing system and ruacbmery of gov ... 
ernment. Though it calls itself national, its methode are not 
truly sucb. Our study of tbe progress of national move
IDents in European countries shows that they bave invariably 
be~n initiated for the overthrow of foreign supremacy and t.he 
substitution in its place of an independent government con· 
trollpd and officered by tbe na.tive inhabitants of those coun
tries. The Indian NationRl Congress has no such &lIn. Lord 
Lansdown!:!, when Viceroy of India, acknowledged in hand
some terms that it was a perfectly loyal and constitutional 
movement Bud the l~gitimate outcome of the educational 
and administrative pollcy of the British Government. .A. 
politica.l revolution bas no place among the aims of the 
Congre/!s party in India. Some or itH leaders are Euglish
men who have held high office in India. The idea that 
these men are aiming at the dIsmemberment of the 
British Empire is one which ca.n only occur t.o idiots 
and ae@erves no notice whatever. The only vbje.ct of 
Indian .congresslllen and their English .Hips is to make 
what they consider a necessary reformation in the existing 
methods and machinery of Government,-a change in ac
cordallce with the spirit of the tim!:!s and. one ca.lculated to 
arrest the growing material and xnoral decadence of the 
lndlan people and to eecure for them IlIo future of progreuive 
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advance under British supremacy. So great a man and S9 

loyal a citizen as the late Sir T. Muthuswami Aiyar-a man 

too, of Elmimmtly conservative instincts-once publicly sta-
~ 

ted his r)pmion that the goal of Indian statesmanship and 
of Indian pl'ogres!! must be tl-te acquisition of s colonial 
constitution for British India. That shows that there is 
nothing revolutionary or absur'd in the idea of Congress
men that IndilL should not be allowed to rp.: 
main for all time a mere dependency. India with 
her long and noble past, ought tu be enabled to play 8. 

worthiel pa.rt &8 a member of the British Empire,-a part 
not inferior to that now aHoted to the British colonies. 
Tbe British Empire is a V8JIt and powerful organism, and 
British India nlUst be made worthy of its plaee side by 
side with the other communities within its palt'. To 

perpetuate the existing weB.kness and inferiority of her 
political status would not only be unworthy of her past 
glory and of the British traditions of freedom, but II. source 
of dan~er to the bOllt interestM of the British Empire itself, 
jWJt as a diseased member would be to the human frame. 
Our Congressmen, therefore, claim that theirs is a 
constitutional agitation for effecting the political reforms 
now needed and ensunng to IndIa 1\ future of honourable 
existence within the British Empire. 

Mr. Theodore Monison, of Aligarh, begins his recent 
wOl'k on "Imperial Role in India I> with the following 
noteworthy declaration :-" In the back ground of every 
Ellglitlhman's mind is probably to be fouud the conviction 
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that i~ is our duty to govern India tbat sbe may Olltt dar 
be able to govern herself, and as an autollomOU8 unit take 
hw place in the gr~t Cont~deration of the Britiah Empire. 
This 18 the ultimate justification of oar .A,lIIiatio dominiQ.D" 
and a staLasman who ventured to advocate the alternative 
policy tha1i India should be ktopt in a state of perpetual 
vassalage, as ~he milch oow of England, wquld be 
hooted from public life." And again :-" Once con
vinoed of the ultimate objeotive of th~il' policy, I 
maiutain tbat it it! thA duty of the Euglillh people in 
whose hands lie the destinies of India, to examine from 
time to tIme the general tendency of thtlir administrative 
measures, and to coosidtlr whether the polioy which their 
agents in the East are pursuing, is preparing the way for the 
(:Il'entual emancipation ot India. The te8t of a truly liberal 
policy should be that it tends Elventually and in the long 
run to put the people in a p08ition to mallage their own 
affairs." A8 we at'e aS8ured that thetle " seatimente" and 
"convIction8" form part of ,. every Enghshman'8 mind,'" 
though still lying only" in the background ., of that mind, 
tbere 18 no need to discuss tht> propriety of their forming 
part of the political creed of an educated British Indian 
citizen. The only question for consideration is wbetber tbe 
proposa.18 of the Indian reform p&rty are euited to the end in 
'View. Says Mr. Morrison :-" The Congres8 is d~ply pltdged 
to tbe introduction of repre8entative institutions in India. ,. 
Mr. Morrison holds tbatlndia is not and can never be tit for 
representative Government, for th~ reason that tb. 

11 
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differences of crct'd lind taCt'II't:! too mallY to justify us in 
holding that the several communities would work harmoni· 
ously together in carrying on such a form of Government
He says of the inhabitants of India :- " They would not 
consent for long to subordinate their racial and religious 
jealousies to the common goon; tht'y might, under great 
provQcation form a. great opposition; they never could 
frame an administration." If tbis is true, bow doetJ 
Mr. Murrison hope to achieve what he calls .• the 
ultimate objective" of British policy, viz., t(l enable 
India "to take her place as an autonomous unit in 
the gl'eat Confederation of the British Empire;' "to put 
the people in a position to manage their own affairs." 
Moreover, already have repl'esen tati ve institutions been 
brought into existence as a part of the n~achinery 

needed for the management of local and provincial bu!;iness, 
though at present these institutions occupy a. very in~igni. 
ficant position and are far fl'om being properly and efficient
ly worked by those for whom they are intended. Perhaps 
to It European mind it might well appear that differences of 
caste and creed Ilrc bound to pl'event the efficient working 
of thet;te new institutions as weB al' the fUl'ther eulal'gement 
of their powers alid the more effective populari8~tion of 
their existing basis. But we in India know well that 
those differences are not inconsistent w,ith the tolerance 
and love of fair play which !Dllst exist wh&ever men begin 
to perceive the existence of common interests. A great 
deal or progress has also alreaqy been made in these direc-
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tiODt! during the Il1st quarter 01 !l century, and there is no 
reason why that progress should not continue. Wben 
Mr. Morrison says of the peopltj of India that CI tbey could 
never frame an administra.tion," he is thinking of the social 
and rt>ligious diff~r~nce8 now existing !l.nong Parsis, Sikhs, 
Christians, Mohammedans, Buddhist!! and Hindus, and of the 
internal racial or ~ectarian differences within ellch of these 
communities. These differenees need not be a bar to com
mon action in matters of common political interest, as sucb 
differences exist also in EuropelJn countries and even in the 
Britiflh Isles. But at present we need not consider the ques
tion of the framing of an administration, and the reason for 
Mr. Morrison'!! attempt to raise it just now is not clear. The 
demand for popular representation in India is at present 
made not with a view to overthrow British supremacy, or 
prevent the admission of Englishmen to responsible office in 
this country, but to ensure an equality of opportunity for 
both the British and Indian subjects of His Majesty and to 
"nsure the industrial pro~reqs of India in the future. The 
idea of " framing an administt'ation "consisting entirely of 
nat.ives of India !la;> never entered into the mind of even 
the mo!>t patriotic and perfervid of Congress orators. More
over, we are here at present concerned about a different 
matter. We firmly believe that there is nothing inherently 
absurd in the suggestion that, in spite of wide and even 
infinite divel'gences of caste and creed, the India.n people 
can unite and co-operate with Englishmen in a common 
effort to advance the well-being of their common country 
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under Brit18h rule. To adduce iostanCEl8 of religKm~ 

or caste riots and dillputes in India is altogether bNides 

the point, 11.8 81mHa.r phenomt"na have recently occur
red and are still occurring within the British Isles anti 
other parts of the civilised Western world without inter

fering to check the political and industrial progress of those 
countrie8. What the so-called national party in India havE' 
in vitlw is really not to form a national state independeht 
of the Britil;h Empire but to secure political and industrial 
progress in India on modern lines 1<0 that 8he may be worthy 
of her place within the British Empire and not degenerate 
6S she is doing at present untIl she becomes a danger to 
that Empire. Ancient Rowe abandoned her provinciaL 
dominion in Britain under circumstances well-known to all. 
Our modern ea!'s, too, are not quite unaccl1stomed to hear 
the cries of the "Perish India" party in the Briti'Jb 

Parliamtlnt and on British platforms. India's political 
ambitions do not and cannot extend to anytbinp: bbyond 
the preventing of the present fearful degeneracy, intel
lectual, industrial, and political. The word national 

has been unnecessarily affixed to the political move

ment in India and has proved the proverbial red rag 
in quallters easily susceptible to the influence d imagina
tion and sensitive to the demands of racial sentiment. A 
truly national sentiment is impossible in B land situated 
like India and Ilmong a people imbued with the traditions 

of Vedic culture and enlightenment. Hindu civilisation 
is certainly not an exclusively passive civilisation. But its 
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strength lies in its passivity while no trwy natioraal coaunu
nity can safely afford to take its stand,on the exerci •• ~f 
the pusive virtut:s. Western communities are discovering 
to their east that the rise and progress of national senti
ment lIJean8 a state of ever-watIJhful and aggres3ive 

JDilittancy. and they are trying, therefore, to bring into 
existence new inlltitutions like the Hague Arbitration 
Court and the Continental Concert for the purpose 
of restraining the excesses and evils in8eparably 

associated with the formation of na.tionalities. Moreover 
the lIentim~nt of nationality is giving way to the conception 
and sentiment of Imperialiem. The big empires of to-day 
comprise many diffflrent races and communities within 
their vast areas. The necessity of mut~al forbearance and 
couciliation I\mong m~n of these difl\~rcnt rac'3S and nation
alities is gradually pavin~ the way fot' the substitution of 
Imperial for national sentiment as the cementing force in 
modern politics. At such a tim~, therefore, tb~ strength 
of passivity is not certainly to be despised among the great 

socia.l forces working for human welfare, and this cor~sider. 
ation alone ought to enable Indian political leaders to realise 
that India's present and future fate is not necessarily bound 
up with .the idea ot' a National Sta.te. The only question of 
practical politics in India ill to ensure a healtby and progrete 

sive political organisation which will prevent the present in
tellectual and econowicdegeneracy of the Indian people and 
ensure their efficiency and im portance as a member of the big 
and ever-expanding organism known as the British Empire 
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It is worthy of consideration wheth~r it is necessary 
for th~ Iltta.imnent of this object. that India should first be 
deprived of the ideals of life and the social organisation 
whi~h bave become inseparably associated with her name 
and have survived the revolutions of ages. There are those 
who maintain that, under the changed conditions ot the 
present day, India cltn only live to any purpose if sh!> will 
acctlpt, the social ideals and organi8ation of the ruling race. 
If we want to rtlform the existing machinery and methods 
of Indian Govemment in consonance with 'Vel!!tern idt:'as, 
it is, they 6iJ.y, necessary a/tiO to adopt-with suitable modi
fications-the social life and ideals or the W t:'st. It is this 
view of I::xisting r~quirements in India that has led to 
the formation of Il pu.rty of reform band~d togt:'thel' to 
revolutionise the social ideals and iY)stitutionR of India and 
to replace the Iudian civilisation by the civilisation of thE' 
West, But, first, the a vowed objtlct of even Congress 
politicians is, as already stated, not to found a nation or 
national empire in India, but to make India a worthy mem
ber ot the BritiOlh Empire, To achieve thi" limited aim, it 
is not necessary to deeltr'oy our social organidatioo and re
place it by 8. bran-new one imported from the West. 
The Hindu social organisation is the product and survival 
ot the storm and stress of past ci,'clunlltance and so must be 
aowething specially suited to the chat'acter and genius ot 
our people and our place in the order of the world. Apart 
from the feasibility of the pt'oposal to remove from the enr
face of the €arth an in!!titution which has it: roots in 0. dim 
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and remote antiquity and whioh has lived and pros
pered by changing in response to the changes and 
revolutions of success) ve epochs of history in the course 
of 40 or 50 centuries of social life, we have to consider what 
is its essential aim and purpose, whether it has filled a 
place in the onward march of OUt' history, and whether it 
is proving or must nectls.~tlrily prove a bar to social or poli
ti<l8.1 unity. Certain fOl'eigners first introduced into this 
country the idelL that caste is the author of all evils, and 
they did so for their own purposes, not for ours. But, if 
we calmly con.;idtlr the true state of the facts, the institu
tion of caste has a peculiar significance in India; and it is 
altogether misunderstood by foreigntlrs as well as by those 
who have ~ome under the influence ot foreign culture. Caste 
in IndJa is thtl result of man's obedience to irresistible here
ditary impluses generated and develpptlu in the course of 
countless epochs of past history. It is as little the work 
of executive or legislative action on the pal·t of the Indian 
rulers of the past as the modem !'ocial institutions of the 
West. Caste is the Indian equivalent for the conventions of 
Western civilisation, and neither can bear transplantation. 
Those European wI·iters have spoken truly, who have 
spoken Cii. the eternal diversity of spirit between the East 
and the West, between Europlj and Asia. An English 
writer has remarked that ,. mater'ial civilisation is a thing 
not of conscious contr'ivance a.nd deliberate legislation, but 
an impulse due to national history and nationa.l cha.racter." 
This is true of the East quite as much &a of the West. As 
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it is true of the complex conventionalities of European 

clvili.8ation, it is a180 true of the. institution of caate whiob 

in India take. the place of the artificialitiee and fuhions of 
Europe.m lociety. Caste, too, like the convention. of 
European civilisatioll, changes with tbe oour.., of time, 

but it cannot be destroyed without dastroying the ess~lJtial 
bui. of Indian society as moulded by long-standing 
hereditary impulses. Indian caste is lure to adjust 
itself, as it is already doing, in response to our new COD

ditions, and all revolutionary attempts to dtllltroy it are 
bound to fail, a~ tbbY hAve already failed among those who 
have beeome converts to Buddbism In ancient India and to 
Christianity in modern India. The progres, which Roman 

Catholie Christianity has made in India as compared with 
its Protestent rival is due to its accommodating policy ill 
regard to the Indian institution of caste. Moreover, it is 
cute that has helped J ndia to maintain her ancient reli
giou8 faith-that marvelJous doctrine of the Atman of 
which the world stands so much in need to-day and", hieh 
has just ~ceived fresh illustration from the marvellous 
results of the scientific labours of the great and world
renowned Hindu scientist,-Pl·ofesl!()r Jagadisa Chunder 
Bose. Origmating ill the natural differenoes of tendency 
and temperament among men, the Indian insti~ution of 

caste has utilised the tie of mutual heipfuinesl in the 
home and in each natural division of society to bind men 
together in a common love of institutillns and sustained the 
vitality and historical continuity of the Hindu tacelf duriD~ 
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several thousand8 of years. Social homogeneity can Qe 
beat preaerved when eherillh~d 8ystems of faith and uuge 
are entrU$tE>d to small groups than when left to be moulded 
by the resultant of numerous forces fllaying on a large OOID

munity composed of heterogtlntlous and even hmtile element. 
hsving no fixity of aim and no common basis of action. 
Were it not for eaKte, the noble religion of the VedlL and. 
t.he Vedanta with its belief in "the omnipenetrativen888 
of God and the tlolid"rity of man" and its insistence on 
the wholesome doot.rine of the harmony of religlons and itl 
declared Opposition to aggressive and militant religious 
propagandism would long ago have been destroyed by the 
aotive and unscrupulous milita.ncy of the pr~pagandistio 
religions of Europe and Asia. The marvellous staying 
power of the Hindus durin!{ all the ages that are p&8t 
wbile race atter race and religion after religion have risen 
and di8appear~d in other parts of the world is due to th 
help which our races and faiths hav", as above stated. 
derived from caste, which, in Itt! primeval form at lealt, 
has its lIanction in the ordinances of the anci6nt teach en 
of India and certainly app6ars to be &r1 6xpression of the 
uuiversaUy-t'lxisting variations of natural charactt;r and 
endowment among men-with this difference, however, 
that in India the value of the law ot h~redity wu 
also recognised. though not to the exclullion of the principle 
of ullooi&t~n in all cases of e&tabliahed individual worth. 
Nor is caste in India a n~ce8sary bar to looial or political 
uni£y. J U8t at! a country in wbich caste does not exist-
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need not neeessarily be pf)lit~ca.lIy great, 190 a country in 

which society recognises caste differences need not 

necebsarily be reduced to II. pt):siLion of political impot

ence aild subordination. Empires and nationalities 

have fanen in Europe and AsiB even among casteless 
communities and peoples. Also, in spite of the existence 

of caBte, the mediaeval feudal nationalities of Germ!l.ny, 
France and Spain were founded. In India itstllf, not only 
the great empires of antiquity, but also the Vijayanagar 
and Mahratta Empires were founded and maintained in 
spite of caste. The ahsen{;e of castH h,ts not prevented the 
downfall of Burmah and the decline of Siam or China. 'I'he 
truth is, caste may exist, al1d hae exillted, without producing 
alienation oE feeling among men; and in fuct, it has long 
promoted social unity and mutul\l helpfulness amon~ Hindus. 
It has also always proved 8. bond of stl ength and cohesion 
against aggressive sylltt-'ms of faith and I>ociety. It has not 
proved a bllr to the growth of hereditary intelligence, 
character, affiuence, social po:sition, mental culture, and 
the purity and chaMtity of individual life in any of the 
different sections of Hindu society; and hence thtlre ha!! ordi
narily existed no feeling of antipatby between men of various 
sub-lIections or diviMions in the Indian commuuitya Non
Brahming have produced masterpieces of thought and style 
and have proved benofactor8 of mankind as statesmen, as 
merchants, as generals, as teachers, as rulin;.: chiefs. The 
existence of CIl/,te is not inseparably bound up with the 
feeling of race-exclusiveness or race-hatred among men and 
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need not be a bar to social and poltica.l unity. The move

ment for political progress in India- for such national 
progress as is conllistbnt with the maintenance of thtl 

unity and the integrity of the Briti!!h ElIIpire-for !,Iuch 

national progress as is needed for the fulfilment by 
India of its destiny as 1m efficient and strength· giving 
member of that great and world-wide organisation-may 

and will go on without a pre\,ious revolution being effectad 
in the fundamental basis of our social organisation. 

Nor is there allY need to overthrow the traditional 
spir·itual ideals of Viveka and Yairagya in order to achievtl 

the end we have in view of arrestmg the pre8ent decline of 
the Indian people in industrial welfare, social union, and 
national and individual self-respect. This decline is the 
accum ulated result of Lile combined action of misfortune 
and I'elf.forgetfulness. The fatalistic poi'joll of individua

lism and indolence has \VOl'ked to stultify the vigour of our 
ancient social organislll, bllt 1;0 far without dt'litroyirJg itb life
eentrt:'. vVhat is wanted to evokp. the dormant puwel' is to . 
uproot the poison and relltore the pristiuf.' purity alld health of 
the ancient solf-conscious manhood and spirituality o~ India. 

Alone among our modern teachers did Sri Swami Viveka
nanda ~me furward to declare that \\ e too have something 
to teach to the Western world and that we can realise our 
national inheritance and again become grf'!l.t and useful to 

our race a8 we were in antiquity. He declar'ed a8 followd 

in language equally wise and fearless :-" Are we to take 

always, to sit at the feet of the Westerns to ll:larn everything, 
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even religion? We can learn machines from them. We 
can learn many other thing8. But we have to teach them 

sumethin" Ilnd that is our religion, that is our spirituality." 
And he added :--" The world is waiting for that treasure; 
little do you kno\v how much of hunger' and thirst there i8 
outside of India for these wonderful treasures of our fore~ 
fatbers." 

Nothing can better pl'Ove tl;le extent of the dt'gradatioB 
into which we have fallen in recent times tha.n two great 
and conspicuous features of modern Indian society. There 

is a I:!ection of modern educated Hindus which loudly 
a8serts that we hu.v6 no religion or spirituality in India, 
that mischievous or misguided m~n are utilising thtlse words 
for various purpost-s of their own, and that it is is impossible 
for anyone to point to anything pre~t'nt and practicable as 
conveying to thinking minds a definite idea of this much 
vaunted spirituality. As a reply to this clas8 of mfln, it is 
neoes8a.ry to oiibr 80lne eJ:pla.no.ticns. In the first place. 
when we speak of Indian spirituality, we are not to be 
understood as implying tha.t Western people have no spiri
tuality at all. We do not, in,the second place, meau tha.t 
tho .. e who have "pirituality can, or muat, give up bread
winning activities of every kind. Lastly, we do not cean 

to assart that in the lndia of to-day the 8piritual life exi8t 
univtmwly in its ideal form, all it did of old. Now, wha 
do!:!! the Vedantin mean by spirltuallife ? The answer is,that 
which lead. to the knowledge of God,-in one word Tya,ga 
or Renunciation. But wbat is tbe &spil'&llt after spiritual 
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life to renounce? He must renounce all p~rsonal and 
selfish desires and aversions, and must work for work', 
sake. This however, is not all. That ill but the 'Mgattvt 

aspect of the spiritual life, the oommenoement of the life 
of the spirit, still a commencement which will lead U8 far 
indeed. But true knowledge of God and c.omplett> freedom 
from bondage to material longingll is only to be attained by 
~raa,dha, bhakti, dhyana, and yoga. Theile processt111 form 
the positive aspect ot' the spiritual Hfe. Says the Kaival.'la

upani~7tad :-" Do thou know It by B)'addlta, bhalcti, Ilhyana, 

and !Ioga; not by work, not by progeny, nor by wealth, hut 
by renunciation, the great Ones attained immortality." 
Braddh'l is the firm faith that God E'xil!!ts, that "hat the 
Scripturefl teach conct>!'ning Him is the truth and nothing 
but the truth, and that be can be reached oy us. Bhakti 

is complete self-surrender to the Lord ann the Guru. 

Yoga and dhyana mean the unbrokt-n continuity of 
devout meditatIOn on the Lord, his qualities and 
glories, so as gradually to attain to a knowledge of the 
unmanifested Atman, whether it be here on earth, or at 
least after going to Brahma-Ioka. This life of yoga, 

dhyana, and bhalcti is what we really mean by spirituality, 
at leasll' in the higher sense of the word. Ml"re philan
thropy is at best but the negative aspect of the spiritual 
life. It may not be even that, for it !Day have nothing to do 
with belief in God. Many ILtheists have been known to be 
i>hilanthropic, and philanthropy may often be dictated by 
national and secular considerations. When the Vedantin 
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speak!! of .Ni&h7cam~fa-Kal·ma-work done witbout. love of 
fruit-he know!! that it mE'ans !lomething very nearly 8p
proa.chin~t() philantbropy, but he does not by any means 
refer to acts, however benevolent, which are dictated by 

secular and national considerations, but only to such as 
a.re pe-rforrued On the ~round that they are prescribed 
a.s duty by the authority of the word of God,-by the Veda. 
The spirituality of Western societies consists in philanthropy 

or "socinl RCllvengering," a'! R wami Vi vekanllnda has des

cribed it. In India. too, much importo:1cc has beE'Tl, and is 
~tilJ, attached to Pal'o)Ja7c(I1'(I, or philtmthropy. India i~, par 

e:tcellence, the Jand of charity. We have relieved, and do 

stilll'eiieve, more human I!ldfering-E>specially t htc' pains of 
hungel'--than any othet· people in the wodd. We do it all 
not out of secular motiv8S, but as a duty pl'escribed in the 

Sastras, for then only does it tl'uly become Nishkamya. 
Karma. The higher--or po~itive-aspect of the sp~ritual 

life is the life of drlvout meditation and love to God which 
we have ~p(lkpn of above, and it ill by no mealls' to bl'l re

garded as a thing ea'ly of accomplishment. The late 
Mr. Gladstone once wrote as follows :-" The work of divine 
worship, 030 tar from being a thing of cour8e even among 
those who outwardly address themselves to its perf .. rmance, 
is one or the most arduolls which the human spirit can 
possibly set about." He all!lo !lpoke at the same time of 
" tbe travail or the spirit in devotion." Here we have a. 
glimmering of what we in India meaD by the higher spirit
ua.llife which leads to true liberation from all wordly bond-
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&g6 and to thtl knowledge (If God which is biias and ~\63C&: 

The l'ledit&tionEl and worships which form a p:'Omin~.Ilt 
feature of the daily life of the orthodox Hindu and which 

are practised even by many highly-educated HinduG at the 
present day are all meant to promote the advuncement of 

truly spiritual life, of the Vedantic idtlal of Yi vaka and 
Vll.irl1gya, Of courstll we have !limultaneoubly to carryon 
our woddly activities. Bllt that is because'the vast majority 

of Ulen are not highly ad vancl:'d in the IIpirituul Iifl:'. Sri 

Krishna E'ayll in Chap, VII of the Gita :-" Among the 
thousunds of mankind, only one perchance strivl'~ for per

fection, and even of those who 'ltri ve for and obtain it only 

some one knows Me in truth:' And again :-" At the 
end of many bil,ths, the \\lse man COllies to Aft-> saying' 
'Vasudeva is the All; hp, i~ a Mahlttma, very hurG to find.' 

The Hindu system of "pmtuallife is the Jnl:'ans devised to 

prodnce such Mahatmas and is no RhulU, but a rl:'Hlity of the 

hardest kind. That HilJdu SJ stem is still alive ill India, 
though the fiee has bur'nt feebly for some tW() thousand 

yell.rs or even !fIore. We do not requil'e any inspiration or 
imtl'Uctiol1 from foreigners---;rnen or woml"n--to regain the 

primevul purity ar}(i perfection of our national ideal of 

spir~uahtYt and all who re!!Ol't to such pE'ople are doubtless 
de~rading themselves and the entire Hindu community. 
'Ve are the teachers of the wOt'ld in the department of 

spl::itulI.llife, and we shall only fall into bottomle!Js perdi
tion if now we carry our folly and apatby so far as to allow 
ourselves to be persuaded that even here we are reverently 
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to sit a.t the feet of foreignffs a.nd be thankful 

that we have the privilege of being taught by thetn 

that which they know nothing about. Let U8 alll'emember 

Swami Vivekananda's forceful declaration :-" Are we to 

take alwaYtl, to sit at the f~et of 'VesternR to learn eVt'rv
thing, even religion? " And moreover, this is just the timt' 

when the world needs those ideas of "the omni-penetrativE'

ness of god and Elolidarity of man ., e.nd those practical pro

cesses of ~piritual culture and realisation of which J ndill 
alone pos~e8Ses the secrt"t. For, in the present political 

evolution of our ra.ct', big empires have evolved into being. 

Each of these big empires comprisetl men of the most varied 

racial connections and traditions. Each of them is so power
ful that a conflICt between them must necessarily prove a 

gigantic source of evil and suffering to humanity, It 1\1 just 

at this time that India has to carry to humanity the dIvine 

message of ber sages and hold aloft the bannel' of spiritual 

perfection all the goul of human existence 80 tha.t the world 

ma.y rea.libe the blessings of universal harmony and pea.ce at 

no distant date. 
But in order to ensure our future as the destined 

teachers of humanity in the historical developments of the 

prellent and the future, we must first endeavour, as alr;eady 

stated, to stop our present intellectual and economic ineffi

cieuc). No one can blame, the British, Hindu, and other 

leaders of Congress in India. for recognising the necessitiE"1!l 
of the existing s:'tuation here. The only question for con

sideration is, what are to be the methods to be adopted for 
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securing political improvement in India? We have said 
enough to show that we have no sympathy with th08e who 
bold that if India-and especially th~ Hindu community
is to advance in power, we must begin by shatterin, our 
existing social organism and reconstruct it on approved 
princi pIes of Rocial architecture borrowed from the Welt. 
We shall now first deal very briefly with that section of 
Indian oplnion which is rep~sented by the Oongress party 
with its annual meetings, resolutions and reports. For 
seVf'nteen years they have gone on meeting, speaking. 
passing resolutions, and making all sorts of demands 
on all sorts of subjects. They may go on doing the 
same thing for anotht'r period of 17 years, or for a cen
tury more. But they must remembe~ that speeches and 
resolutions do not f('rm social forces. It is the power of 
fa.ith that can touch human hearts, and faith comes only to 
those who undergo great sacrifices and sufferings in what 
they conceive to be a great aim of human life and endeavour. 
'rhe Oongress politicians and Rpeakers have assuredly made
no such great Aacrifices or undergone Iluch sufferings as to 
touch human bearts in India with tlte power of faith or to 
communicate that magic power to human bearts elsewhere. 
rhe Briti~h elector!! alone have it in their power to deter
mine tbi constitution of the British Indian Government 
Bnd have to be won over before any change can be accom
plished in the existing administrative and legislative machi
nery. The history of India Ilhows that almost every poli
tical reform in India has in the past come to us as & 

12 
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voluntary. gift of the British peopl~ and M the l'8$ult of 

thelr own advance in liberAl opinion and in love of fair play. 
Mr. Romesh Cbunder Dtttt haA) ably pointed out the great 

lesaon of the history of the past century or more of Bpi· 

ti.h rule in 1ndia. He writes :-" Tbroughout this cen
tury the rulers of India, whether under the East India 
Company or under the Crown, have drawn their inspir'ation 

from England, and the great movements which mark the 
history of modern England have left their impress on the. 
history of modern Indis." (Dutt's England and india, p. 3). 

It must also be acknowledged that the British rulers of India 
hRVA not hAPn Il.ltogt>ther wanting in the appreciation of the 

qualities and traditions of our people here. But, in the 

main, the fact is unquestionable that" the rulel's of India 
bMI'I drawn their inspiration from England" and that the 

movements of publio opinion in England have almost alto· 
gether inspired the history of progress in India. In the 

future, too, this must oe the case, and the British electors 

alone have it in their power to speed the progress of 
reform in India. Till 1885, therb had been no politioal 
agitation in India worth the name. Whatever rights of 
citizenship are in our possession have come to us either as 

thA result of the British perception and appreciation of 
the charaoter and needs of the Indic.n people or Il8 a. free 
and generous gift of the British eleotors and theil' re
presentatives bere- The time has come when we can no 
longer expect free gifts from the British electors. They 
ca.n no longer afford to oontinue theil' old polioy of antici-
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pll.ting the growth of circumstance, and moreonr the pro
gress of modern invention and knowledge and means of 
communication bave enabled them to administer and hold 
India so as it may be free from all l!Iudden and unforel!leen 
contingencies and dangers. So, then" ill only one resource 
at the disposal of the representatives and leaders of Indian 
progresn. That is the ~stablishment, anyhow, of an assured 
claim on the British electors and people for the acquisition 
of a higher freE-dom than we now have. The fact that repre

sentatives of the Indian people share at times-and 8ome
timeE! even without official rpquisition or solicitation-the 

burdens and obligations of empire both in India and beyond 
its bounds certainly con!ltitutps ~lUch 8 claim. But the greater 
growth of wealth, of national vigour, of working capacity, 
of industrial efficit'ncy, of commE'rcial reliability and of im
pressivl:' instances of individual self-sacrifice for public and 
patriotic or imperial purposes is also wanted. More than 
all, we must be able to give something tangible to the 
Britibh people so as to evoke gratitude in them and to secure 
from them as a 1'et1trn the blessing of a higher freedom. 
Have we no /luch gift to make to the British people? If 
we do have it in our power to make such 8 gift and if we 
make the effort needed to bring it homb to the minds and 
hea.rts ef our rlller'!, thtln we shall make easy our 
path to the goal of political emancipation. If we have 
nothing to give and all to rE-ceive, we shall never command 
respect, and perhaps we shall get precious little i.ndeed. The 
Congress party, while claiming to be the most important of 
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the forces working for political advancement in India., has 
to confess that it has nothing to give to the English people 
and is content to ask for various favours. Babu Sllrtmdra 
Nath ,&anerjea, the President of the Congress Session 
which has just closed, begged the Viceroy to commemorate 
the ~lhi Coronation Durbar by the grant to the Indian 
people of "some bool! which might remind tht'm 
and their children of the occasion and of the prin
cipal actors therein." Certainly it must be confes8f.d· 
tbat the policy and wisdom of pursuing such a course is 
questionable in the extreme. Moreover, there is a lament
able waut of dignity on the part of Congress in 
taking uI' the role of a beggar asking fur alm@. Political 
privilege cannot fittingly be be8lowed as alms, but must be 
earned and claimed as the legitimate due of civic merit in 
the subject. There is no other mt'ans to the goal which 
Indian Congressmen have in view of securing a share in the 
work of guiding the state machinf>l'y "ithout being pal:!sively 
content to receive the protection to which state machi
nery is largely intended as the means. In a countl'y lik .. 
India and with our pa!lt history making for loyalty to the 
rulers for the timo being, irrespective of race or creed, 
there are but two methods available to us for the acqui
sition of a higher freedom, and they are, first, tC" render 
them honest and loyal service whenever opportunities 
offer, and, secondly, to give them freely of our rich 
inberitance of spil'itulI.lity-" the most sublime philosophy 
and the most ~atisfying religion" of the Vedanta. Swami 
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Vivekananda said truly that India'g miesion in the world 
is "to conllerve, to preserve, to accumulate, as it 'were into 
a dynamo, aU the bpiritual energy of the race, aud pour 
forth tha.t concentrated energy in a deluge on the world 
whenever cil'cuntstaneef> are pl'opitious." The gift of the 
Atmlin-" the On~ only without a second," the" Eleam sat 

• /Jiprn bahutlha vadanti "-is ours by right and by choice,
by the right of heredity and by the choice of a true 
di~crimination of what is ete('nal from what is ephemeral. 
Of this great and centl'al truth of our religion, it 
can be truly said in the weighty words of the greatest 
teacher of this a~e--Swami Vivekananda :-" It is not only 
in our books, but it runs through evel'y phase of our national 
literature, and it is in the national life. Here and here 
alone it is practised every day, and any man whose eyes are 
open can see that it is practised here and here alone," 

And the Western world, too, needs the inspiration of 
the great doctrine-" the highest and best of all reli" 
gions "-from those who for ages have guarded the precious 
legacy by practising its inspiring mandates and preceptll, 
Both the modern religion of science and the dogmatic reli
gions of the Cbristian Churches have offered to men in the • West nothing but the a.ctua.litiel! of the hour with its ceaseles8 
struggle and its resulting unethical, unsatisfying morality of 
" the strength of the strong and the cunning of the weak." 
The Quarterly Review of October last pointed out how in 
modern Europe " the thinking world is gradually reeovel'
.ng from the temporar)· aberration re8ulting from the 
1 
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spread of materialistic modelJ of thought," and expressed its 
opinion that" it may be put down to the credit of t»est5i
mi.nt th,t it has brought Joto prominence the tragic side of 
life, and thus combines with other salutary agencies to puri
fy, elevate, and strengthen those emotions of sympathy and 
compassion which am mate the sense of altruistic duty." 
The prophet of modern pessimism in Europe is Schopen: 
hauer, and he got his inspiration from Buddhism and 
Vedantism. Christianity proved unequal to the task of 
prevtlnting the appearance of--or suppressing the I!ocial and 
moral evils arising from-" the spread of materialistic 
modes of thought" ill Europe; it was also daily losing 
ground before the aggressive advance of materiali!!m 
But neither the Buddhistic nor the Vedantic view 
of life can be said to be the same as what is called 
pessimism. Both, no doubt, agree in speaking of human ,. 
life as dukkha (sorrow), but they mean by this .. not that 
there are no pleasures in the iife here, but that they are 
evanescent, and therefore unsatisfying. The Vedanta, also, 
proceeds further than Buddhism and points out that Brah
mQnanda-the eternal bliss of the realisation of the Atman 
-is tbe end and aim of life on earth and that it.is reali
sable by the practical and practil~able processes of bhtikh, 
and dhYllna, and yoga as systematised and formulated by our 
sages. Thi8 is not pessimism, and the Quarterly Revitwer 
abovementioned is certainly mistaken when he 8ays that 
"pessimism, as a survival of Eastern philosophy, main-
tains ttat life is nothing but a tissue of illusions." Tbe 
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Vedantist 8&y8 that the world is mith,ltJ, which me&Jll 
tramlitory or phenomenal existence.-not illusion. He 
declares that life on earth, whatever its faults or failufN, 
itc the best of all for the reason that it alone offers us the 
best of all p08siblu means of att~ining to the eternal life 
of peace and freedom, the blis~ of immortality. t.he reali
sation of the Atman. 

Here ill the balm !leeded to console and elevate human
ity in Europe and to redress the wrongs and miseries of 
those who are in bondage to the heartlessness of millionair
iam, militari~m. ana materialism in the West. Mr. W. T. 
Stead, the famous British Journalist, expresses the bope 

that" the materialism which dominates the Western world 
may some day have its corrective in the purified spiritual 
philosophy which has its home in India." A. writer in the 
July (1902) number of the Qt,aJ·terly Review also hopes that 
" the deep lever thought of the Indian sages may do much to 
spiritualise the too material life of Europeans." It is ou,' 
right and duty to carry the consolations of the Eternal 
Religion-the Sanatana Dharma-of our holy Riehis to our 
brethren in the West. Our best hopes for the future of our 
race here and hereafter lie in the fulfilment or that divine ... , 
mlS/Hon. 

Nor is there any need, to fulfil that mission in a spirit of 
apology. hesitation, or dubitancy. We have to act without 
trepidation or basfi9, and with the calm oonfidence begotten 
of the true enlightenment-U mystic, inward "-which is in 
our p088ell.ion,-confidence begott~n of t.~ Viveka and 
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Vairagya whieh is equally our blessed endowment and our pre
cious beritage. It is in this spirit that Vivekananda~that 
prince among Eastern sages-carried his Vedantic message 
to.A.merica. and Europe. Look at the photos of the mighty 
Swami teaching in the West. See the attitude of com
mand, and the expression of resistless power in his 

countenance, strongly contrastmg with the charmingly 
sweet smile, and the benignant expression lighting up his 
face in the paotographs taken of him in India. His is 
the example, and his the inspiration, ror those who are to 
lead in the India of the future. And the Western world 
has shown by its appreciation of his milltlion ns the repre
sentative of our ancient sages that the time is ripe for the 
dawn of a new epoch of harmony, peace and brotherhood 
among the world's communities. 

Rome and Greece were to the ancipnt world what Bri
tain and India are to the modern. Rome, hi ancient tImes, 
created, by the marvf'llous t'fforts of her statesmen and 
soldiers, the mighty empire whose force servt-'d as the pre~ 

destined instrumentality for the p,'opagation of the Greek 
ideal of a rational and progressive humanity. Greece took 
captive her Roman conquerol', and, though the corporeal 
tlxistence on earth of the ancit'nt Hellenic race terminated 
lon~ ago, the spirit of ancient Greece lives in the secular 
civib8ation of modern Europe. Britain, Imitating the 
example of ancient Rome, has consolidated a great 
modt'rn empire and created the for~ which seems 
destined to serve as the instrument for fulfilling a 
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higbflr and nobler destiny than that of Rome tJiz., 
the propagation of the Vedantic ideal of an enlightened spiri
tual humanity; and India, which ha~ lived an:! suffered for 
the spirit in the past, now Jive!! to conquer the modern 
world for the spirit,- for the Atman. Greece perished 
in the attempt to conquer the ancient world for reason, 
but it~ cause has triumphed and lives in the seoular civilill&
tion of modern Europe. ArYllvarta bas for countless ages 
stood forth as the champion ot the soul,-of the soul u 
ruling and guiding reason, and as the principle which 
pervades and sustaius the U ni verst.'. Her cause is the cause 
of what is supremely and lastingly true in nature and in 
man, and so she has remained and will remain the heir of 
all the ages and th., world'!! great enigma and desire. 
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THE BOER AND THE HINDU. 

~OTH.ING brings out more clearly the chief points of 
..2)~ differenc~ between Hindu and Christian civilization 
than the origin a.nd progress of this Transvaal War. The 
Boers and the British have long lived side by side under a 
common Government Rfld have enjoyed common and equal 
rights. To these artificial ties must be added the natural ties 
of a common native land, a eomm(m racial origin and a ct)m~ 
mon religion. Moreover, within recent times, the British 
nation ha~, under the inspiration of the genius of the greatest 
Englishman of this century, given the Boerp unquestionable 
indications of their magnanimous desire to !lee them deve
lop into a prosperous, independent, strong and at the same 
time friendly, community in the Transvaal State. The Boers 
living dirf'ctly und~r British rule in South Africa form a 
majority of the population and exercise u. good deal of 
influence-in fact their influence is tlBid to be predominant 
-in determining the political and administrativ", cond~tions 
of that region, and the Schreiner MinilMy nvw in 
power il'l strongly pro.Roer and maintained in office by the 
Boer vote. British enterprise and BrItish capital have 
largely oontributed to the prosperity of the Tra.nsvaal State 
and the Uitlander adventurers whose thoughtless violent.le 
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-now known as tbe Jameson Raid-bas been the ~ 
mate cau~e of the present troubles bNi apparently beuome 
perma.nent settlers in that state and therefore beoome 
entitled to receive the bl"ssing o£ good fellowship and 
equal rights of citizenship from the BObrs, just al the 
brethren of the latter freely share these with the men of 
British race in Cape Colony and Natal. In spite of all 
these circumstances, thia cruel and desolating war-this 
fratricidal strife, as it may well be styled-bas happpned, 
and it iii! beyond human power to predict all the disagree
able complications to which it might lead in the futllJ'e 
even after the two Boer republJcs shall bave ceased to exiat 
as independent states and the British supremacy established 
over the territories and populations now under their eway. 

Why should such a state of thingg have arisen? What 
has led to all tbis unnecessary bloodsht'd and desolation? 
Why hlive met who ought to have lived in amity plunged 
their swords into each other's hearts with demoniacal hatred 
and unrelenting ferocity? Why has this war been such a 
disgrace to humanity, notorious as it has become, beyond 
all former ""ars, for its innumerable stories of barefaced 
treachery on the part of one of the pa.rties and for tbe . , 
cbarges of heartlessnes8 made on one Side or the other, 
and that, too, at the close of a century wbich ha.s pro
claimed it!l8lf to the world, ad nlluselZm, 8S .. The Age of 
Progloe8s "? 

The answer to these qUClstion! is not far to seek. Did 
not tbe Boers know that England's right .rm is both 1001 
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enough and mighty enough to strike with deadly effect, 

3S it has now dOlle? What else could have been the 
meaning of Kruger'l! messa.g .. to AllItlrica about the Boer's 

reso~ve, before Bubmitting, of paying a price that would 
"stagger humanity"? Was not the European world 
aware that. this foolish and conceited community of rustics 
and farmers was deliberately seeking to commit suicide in 

entering upon a war of unprovoked aggression against the 
mightiest empire and people that have borne sway among 

men in the world's history? A.nd yet why did they not' 
interpose and prevent their quixotic attempt to bring upon 
thelllseives the dire consequences ot this unequal stritt'? The 

only answer that can be giver. is that to whICh (Jount Tol
stoy long ago pointed when he said that "God makes no 
distinction among peoples, and lavishes his gifts upon all 
men; men ought to act exactly in the same VI ay towards 
one another, without distinction of nati~nality, and not 
like the heathens who divide themselves into distinct na
tionalities," and again :-" Wh'3n I think of all the evil 
that I have done, that I have endured and that 1 have seen 
about me, arising from na.tional calamiti1!ls, I pee clearly 
that it is all due to that gross impo8ture called patriotism 
- -love for one's native land." :Patriotism and na.tional 
sentiment,-these are the true products of Christian 
beathenillm in the world, and they are 8t the bottom of the 
miserable recOl·d ur wanton pggressivenl'ss, treachery and 
brutality that this war has been the lIleans of unm8!!king 
in all their horrible reality before a.n astonillhed world. 
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It will be easy to see, when we under~tand the 
Boer point of view, why this war could not have 
really been avoided. The Boers are like all other 
products of European and Chrilltian civilisation, a 
people animated by patriotic purpose and narrow na
tional sentiment, and so they can have no parleying 
with the feeling, ~owever noble and catholic, of friendly 
and brotherly co-operation even with those who are 

·aliens in race, which flows from that larger patriotism which 
regards all the world as the path way to the City of God and 
.all the men in it 8S fellvw travellers wending their way to 
the same goal. The Boers, therefore, cannot be e~pected to 

weigh considerations (If justice, social we1£I1'e, or even 
morality when ollce they bt>gm to feel thlt.t honourable 
national existence is 8.t stake, 'fo every European com
munit,y, independence of all outllide and alien control in 
jntt-rnal matters, constantly increasing scope for expansion, 
commercia) ande territorial, wherever possible; the admis .. 
sion to, or acquisition, of an honourable place in the comity 
of nations in all concerns affecting the interests of civilisa
tion within a sphere of influence varying with the condition. 
of time and cil'cumstance,-these are esseutial to natio~ 
existence; and where these Ill'e dellied, every community 
will fight to the death and resi~n, if necessary, a life which 
cannot be lived with national honour. A duty, however 
fatal, is a duty, aud must be performed, No community, 
in their view, ought to be tempted by the offer of worldly 
advant.ages, such as peace, I!ecurity of person and 
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property, ecc>nomie or intellectual advantages, &e., 
to make a voluntary !lUbmission to a foreigner. Even total 
ruin and extinction, aa in the case of Carthage, is far 
worthier than an inglorious cal'eer of enMlaved eale. Often in 
hlBtbry communities thus situated have been reduced to 
desperate straits, but in the ond an honourable revival baa 
been found possible though only after efforts of heroic Ilelf
.crifice,-witnes8, for example, the rise of the Dutch 

Republic l.lnder William the Silt-ot, or of Italy in recent 
times under Victor Immanud. 

Such being the temperamental condition of commu
nities inhl"l'iting, or tl'ained in, Christian and European 
eivilisation, it is most natural, however unpleasant it has 
proved. that the Bot'rl! should have adopted their prtlsent 
course. 1£ they had Yielded to the d6mands of Mr. 
Chamberlam, intelligible enough as these a.re trom the 
national point of view ot Great Britain, and given the 
franchiBfl to the Uitlander population I.nd permitted 
the use of the Eoghsh language lI' the Trans"aal Volk8-
raad, surely tbey must have done 110 with the full know
ledge th~t they must Boon be Bwamped by the numerically 
larger Uitlander population and, losing their political 
preponderance, mllst have sooner or later become reduced 
in affiuence and Bocial solidarity and mevitably minglf:- their 
blood with the UitlanderB', and thus lose their separate 
~xis~nce as a nationahty. To posterity the Boer name in 
the Transvaal must tben surely become a memory and a 
tradItion of ignoble import, indicative of national and social 
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impotence and 10s8 of vitality. Under the8e ciroumataacel, 
the only course open to the Boars was to walk by the lig1\t 
of history and, trusting to the God of Battles, to take their 
chance, &8 they have done. If they are effaced, as they 
must be, after the efforts they have made, if t.hey perish 
sword in hand, their name will remain untarnished iD 
history. It is evidbDt that they cannot have peaoe with 
independence, No British statesman, '" orthy of the nam~, 
~n, after the experi6nce of the past, accept any such 
condition~, The Boers have shown that thbY cannot be 
~rusted to remain peaceful and allied subjects or neighbours 
and thtly must henceforth be treated as conquered subjects 
in the true sense of the tel'm, 

We bave advisedly u~ed this expression, conquered sub

jeots in the true sense of the tel'ln, For they have fought 
with the British and have been conquel'ed; and they caD 
have no manner of claim for equal rights with the men of Bri
tish race in South Africa, for thtly have been guilty ot bue 
treachery in deliberately disregardmg the terms of the 
treatIes under whitlh they wet'e guaracteed internal in
deptmdence under British suzerainty and secretly preparing 
during all these years for the overthrow of the British 
Empire iu South Africa and the t'stablisbooent or their own 
in its s~d. Even the Boers in Cape Colony have rebelled 
ill many places, and 1:; is certain that, eve ... where there has 
been no actual rebellion, a 8pirit of disaffection has long 
been abroad and may long continue, j'omented by the insi
dious tactics of the notorious Afrikander Bond. If the . 
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(}oWnial and Imperial authorities are to continue unmolest
ed, they must maintain martial law in operation for a 
fairly long period and resolutely proceed to disarm th~ 

entire Boer population lind restrict the concession of 
the franchiSE:! so that their influence on the internal poli
tics" of South Africa may be bmited to the E'xtent that is 

absolutely necessary r.)r securing to them the ble!!sing ot 
impartial government. 

It will help to make the position of the Boers under 
Briti~h rule clearer, if we contrast it", ith our own in our deal
ing!! with the British in the past. We cannot justly be called 
a conquered people. Some Hindu chiefs '" ere indeed over
thrown and lUl!lt thell' power, but they "'ere overthrown by 
methods and instruments absolutely ",ithout parallel in the 
history of eon quest, properly so called. Of course we know 
that it is now usual e110ugh to speak of the BI'itish conquest 
of India. But what is conquest? SIr J. R. Seeley, the late 
eminent Professor of Hislory at Cambriege Unrversity, 
explains tbe process as f011o",s :--" Surt'ly the word is only 
applicable at all when it refel's to some action don,:, to one 

state by another. There is war bet'" een two iltatelJ; thE' 
army of one state invades the other and overturns thE' 
Government of it, or at least forces the Government to 
snch humiliating terms that it is practically depriveL. of its 
independence; this is conquest in the proper sense." In 
this proppr sense there has been no conquest here. Did 
the English state ever declare war against any Indian chief 
or send out au English a.rmy, like the one which Lord 
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Robert¥ now oomnumds against the atletni#s of Ul" EmpiN 
in South Africa? Not a.t a.U. What was the composition 
of the army by which tbe victories whic.h secured India for 
tbe British East India Company were wrougM? Sir J. R. 
Seeley says :~" }'our-nfths of this army was a1\\a,)'s com,. 
p08ed of native troops." He proceeds to mention various 
other facts which are here worth noticing. ]'rom the tim!;! 
.of the Regulating A.ct to the time of the Sepoy Mutiny of 
1857, the proportion, 01' Englishmen to natives in the 
~ndian Army was ItlSS than a fifth; in 177:3, the proportion 
w.'J.s less than a seventh, and even now it is less than a 
third. And what about the fighting capacity of "the 
Natives? James Mill, the historian of British India, says:
"The two important discoveries for conquering India were: 
first, the weakness of the N ati va armie~ against European dis
cipline, secondly, the facility of imparting that discipline to 
Natives in the %tropean servic:e," The historian adds, "Both 
discoveries were made by the ]'rench." It must be also 
remembered that no less a DIal! than Lord Roberts hl\.ll 
spoken of the Indian military officers as his "Oomrades," 
and he recently started the "Indian Heroes' Fund," 
which proves concluMively that Lord Salisbury's referenCtl 
to thii "age of heroes" applies no less to India than 
to EngJ!l.nd. Sir John Seeley writes in well-chosen 
la.ngua.ge :-" India can h111'dly be said to have been 

conquered by foreigner!!; she hal. ,'ather conqueretl 

he1·sel/. " These words which we have, put in italics tIol'6 

the words of a true a.nd brave Englishman, and it is beeallMl 
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England has in abundance men like Seeley and Robet't8 
that it exerciSE's 80 great and @o beneficent an influence in 
the world. The people of India have really placed them
selv~s Ullder British rule and intend to remain loyal to that 
rule, for it is so beneficent and so progres!live that there bas 
been nothing to compare with it in this country for two 
thousand rears at least. Such being our position in rf'gnrd 
to the British people in the past and in the present, wtoJ 
bave every right to demand that, sooner or later, we 
should be afforded every possible opportunity to aho\}' 
ourPlE'lvcs \\urthy of being the citizpns of t.his grf'at Empire. 
This hope glows in every true Hindu heart and buoys up 
even those of us who have been disposed, with 01' "ithout 
proper grounds, to complain that there have been hours 
of trial, afRiction or suspicion. The power of patience is, 
equally with the power of imitation, s dominant charac
teristic of the Hindu mind, and every Hine.u feels himself 
the truly destined heir of all the ages. ];'01' instance, when 
India was accorded a treatment different from that of tht' 
Colonies on the occasion of t.he Jubilee, many telt tha.t such 
a thing need not have been. But none for a moment believed, 
as none now believes, that J ndia will always in the futurt" 
be a~8igned the same position, for the spirit of Imp0 rialism 
is a.broad and no man on earth can retard the grcwth of 
Imperial Federatiun. When the Maharaja of Durbhungo. 
declarf'd the other day that be would consider it the wis· 
Ilion of his liie to promotl:' Imperial FederatioD, English
men throughout India came fOl'\\ard to hail his prol'lounce_ 
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;~*t"" ~n ,the811~ctasi .welc()me m&nif~statiOn: ()~ " it,~! 
,hldla'aspit'it of oo-operation: fOt'all worthy purp6ae8i~\~' 
il.p"rial welfare. How different is the p08itioriof ' tt1~ 
lJoersto-day ia.South Africa, where eV9n int:.'.&~, 
('lOlo'!y and Natal tb~y have manifested a spirit of rebff; 

lion and thereby lost aU claim to be treated on Ii. footing 
of equalitYcwitll the men of British , !'ace, even thoug,h 
Bngland is BUl'e to , b~ generous enough to extend to them. 
as it has done tiUnow, the blessing of British citizenship 

ip its entirety! 
How does it, rolDe to pass that lndia and the 

Indians a.re placed in their prestlnt position ? We bav~ 

heard some people Bay that it is due to national cowardice 
and to tho Itupreme, anxiety of everyone to saVtl his skirl 
';t any cost. Tbis is nonsense, pure and simple. India 
can furnish even to-day as good a body of fighting 
men as any o~er country in , the world, and ,,',·every 
part of India possesses sound fighting tnaterial in s~fli

cient quantity and ready to obey ' E~land's call ,to 
enlist in her service. What, then, is the true explanation 
oftbephenomenon above referred to viz., that unliket'he: 
lloets, the people of India are, and will oontinuetob~ 
l01it1B..itish subjects? The suswet' is that ; they, alori6 
'&mOng the world's cOinmuniti~, ha"veno : nationl(i a~d 
~:feeling. To what is this due? It is n¥d'les~tod~~j( 
"''j,t:lenlth Jm tbeenbjeet. Oar religi()n~one' b~8 l.~~ 
~i,~t1ie" Sllpreme 'Secret, the··· . Paia~a'n·"·~~ 
i •• ~· XVIII. 68); 'b :fhaa-?ldJ)~tI:(ibid10)~+ ;tiii\ 



tnithwhioh underlies thegreatdoctrin~ of Hthe onl~~ 
penetratlvene88 of God" an.d " the solid .. rityoJ man." Tlth 

ChristiatlMusionary in India haS' at last had to acknowled~ 
tq.is and thereby to recognise Indilt's place int-he proviclen~ 

tiafQtder,and the insufficiency of Ohristianitya~\there
ligion.of:humanity. 'rhe Vedanta is thug the only ltb~oluU 
f·eligion for the whole "'odd. As the destined teachers Of 

humanity, the Rishis, have enjoined on us toaccep" 

tIllmen as our other sel v~s, to put into pl'actiee the Tattt'a1li~ 

lUi of the Sruti, to bear no ill-will to any Olle, simply bet .. 

<"AUse hd enjoys political supremacy on earth. "It mattel'l< 

not who rules, Rama or Ra\'ana," 8ay8 the Indian prove.!'~ 

bia.l wisdom. As the men or British race have by Indian 

aid established their political ascendancy in this country. 

they shall have for ever (Jur loyal co~operation in aU that 
) 

is noble, virtuous and useful rOI' humanity, and l1on,e cat! dtl-' 

serve it better, a!l we know from ample 'past experience, 

India. cannot and will not become a nation, and the rival 

or enemy of auy oth~r commutlity of lllE'rt. 


