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BRIEF NOTICE. 

Mr. CUMMING signified to the Board of 

Commissioners his desire to re)'ign the Office 

he held 011 their establishment, in the follow­

ing Letter, addressed to Mr. COURTENA Y, tile 

Secretary. 

(/m([oni Stud, 7th Mil!! IB23. 
SlH, 

You will have been prq>ared, by the 

tollver'lations \\ hich I have all eady had the ho­

llOur to have with YOJ¥'and by that, which I 

have more recently had \\ith Mr. \VYNN, for the 

application which I, at length, feel my"elfullctcr 

the necessity of making, through you, to the 

Board of Commissionerl", !() be permitted to 

retire from their 5erviC{'; after hu\ ing been 
,\ :) 



engagecl in it, for nearly thirty-one ycars, fully 

sixteen of wl}ich, I have been in charge of my 

present office. 

I am induced to make this application, under , 
a deep persuasion that the serious, and, I fear, 

permanent injury which my health has sustained, 

from the incessant and unusually laborious at­

tention which I have felt it to be my duty to 

give to the important and arduous business of the 

particular departments committed to my charge 

!tince the year 11307', reuders me Hot only incom­

petent to acquit myself in the office I hold, with 

that efficiency which the public interests demand 

(and which at no former period, have been more 

urgently demanded than at prescnt), but must 

render any attempt on my part, to contiuuc to 

discharge the duties of it, in a manner that could 

either b~ satisfactory to myself or the Board, 

incompatible with the ~rvation of life. 

Having from 1807, devoted the whole of 

my timp- to a course of reading and inquiry 

respecting the internal administration of British 

India, fi'om om earliest connexion with that 

cOl1ntry, in order to qualify myself lor being 



a llsefhl funetionary to the Board, in regard 

to this most extensive and peculiar branch of 

Indian policy (and which, I may with great 

truth state, had, up to that time, Qeen regularly 

investigated and studied by very few persons 

in this country), I was, in consequence of the 

information I had thus acquired, invited in 

1810, by the Select Committee of the House 

of Commons on India Aff:tirs, to afford my 

aid in the preparation of that part of their Fifth 

Report, which relates to the internal Govern­

ment of the Madras Territories. This was no 

'ordinary undertaking; and this, together with 

the effects of my previous labours in the office, 

first made me fulJy sensible that I was working 

harder than my strength could bear. Before I 

had completed the work in question, I Wtl" 

obliged to leave London for some months, in 

order to seek r~e, and to recruit the little 

strength I had left. On my return, I finished 

the particular work that had been committed to 

me: and from that period, I was brought by 

the Board of Commissioners into more active 

service than eyer; the whole of my time and 



attention haVing been appli.edJ both at the 

offic~ and at holle, even during those hours 

ordinarily devoted to natural rest, to the bUSI­

ness of my d,partments, up to the summer of 

18~1; when, I was again under the necessity 

of desisting from this long continued course of 

exertion, by the enfeebled state to which it had 

latterly reduced me. All this time, the only 

aid I derived from those placed under me, 

except durillg the two last years of that 

period, was in conducting the pllrely mecha­

nical details of the Office. It was not until 

"February 1818, that the services, of Mr. STARKE 

were afforded me, as Assistant in the Revenue 

branch of affairs, by his transfer from the Poli­

tical Department; nor until Augu~t in the 

same year, that Mr. OIt;\U:ROD was assigned to 

me', as my Assi<;tant, in the Judicial; nor could 

it possibly be expected tha~~ .. could, at once, 

receive the efficient assistance from those 

Gentlemen, of which 1 stood so much in 
f 

need, and which previolls training and pre-

vious study could alone enable, them to 

render me, in department-. of ~o peculiar a 
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nature.· Those Gentlemen had but little oppor­

tunity, at least dwing qfficial hours. of applying 

themselves to the acquisition ci general informa­

tion respecting Revenue and Judicial Affairs;t 

for the only other Gentleman p~nnanent1y at­

tached to the departments was Mr. PLOWPEN, 

who was not appointed to the Office, till tht 

latter end of the same year; so that the time 

of the former two Gpntlemen, was for some 

years entirely engrossed, as had been wholly 

the casp, in respect to their predecessors, by 

the common routine business of the depart- . 

ments; in copying papers, in making extracts 

for me from the Records, and in indexing the 

dispatches; and even in the performance of this 

, Mr. Cumming had laboured under theRe diffjculti{'S, ever 

since he had charge of the Hevelluc and Judicial DcpartmeDb, 

in 180T. He had, from the begmning, two Il~Slbt,mt~: but 

their whole time was consumed in the common-place dutl('b 

of clerks ; and unavOld~y so. The very infirm health of both, 

had al~o for Rl'vcra~ars, greatly interfered with the dis­

charge, even of tht=se duties. 

t The inadequacy of their allowances furnished them with 

no inducement to give up any portion of their printe hours 

to the study of Revenue and ,judicial subjects. 
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duty, they were c~nstantJy liable t£? be cal!~d 

off! to copy papers relating to the business iu 

the Secretary's <I.partment; which placed me in 

a situation that often obliged me to act the part 

of a junior ot.f.icer, to transcribe fairly with my 

own hand, a great part of my rough drafts of 

papers, and to examine myself, into almost 

every point of detail treated of in the prepara­

tion of dispatches to India. In truth, I was, 

from the want of numerical strength of officers, 

still left in a situation, ever since I had charge 

of the Revenue and Judicial dLpartments, 

in which nothing could have induced me to 

continue for SUIIA a length of time, without ear­

nestly representing It to the Board, with a view 

of obtaining relief from the pressure wIuch bore 

upon me; but a desire to support, as long as I 

could, the inconvenience, under the continued 

pecuniary embarrassment of the Board, in con­

sequence of the limited ad!->~mt of the funds 
~ 

of the Office, out of which, it was with extreme 

difficulty that even the actual expenditure on 

account of the existing establishment, could be 

liquidated. 
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On the occasion of my health failing me ill 

18~1, the Board in their Minute of the 80th , 
July, were pleased, in a manner highly flatter-

ing to my feelings, to give me an unlimited 

leave of absence to "isit the Continent, as the 

best chance, in the opinion of my Physician, DR. 

V ANCE, of recovering my health. DR. VAN CE, 

at the same time, signified to me, that it would 

uevertheless be requisite to the accomplishment 

of that object, that I should in future abstain, 

as much as possible, from that close application 

to business and those sedentary habits to 

which he ascribpd my declining health. 

I returned to England, in th:teginning of 

18~~, certainly but little amended, the seeds of 

my disorder in 110 degree eradicated, and in a 

condition to render me extremely unfit to reo;:;ume 

my official duties: and I was most earnestly en· 

treated by all my fri~ds, to solicit retirement. 

Mr. WYNN most kttfdly proposed to me to try 

the efiects of further relaxation; but 1 felt that, 

in the particular state of thing~, it would be 

something not unlike a dElsertion of duty, if 

I had not then remainerl at my post. I fouud 



10 

that an arrear of bus~lIt .. ;;s had accumulated. 

during my absence, and that several matters of 

very special importance, had been standing 

over, until my return, which demanded my 

immediate attention; and I was soon, nearly, 

as fully and as anxiously engaged in Lmsiness, 

as I ever had been, at any former perioti, until 

I again sunk under it, about four months 

ago. Since that time, I have only bern 

able tf) apply to my dutic<., in a very felhle 

way. 

In these ClrCUl11'ltances I f(mnd It rpquu,itc t'J 

place myself once morC', in the hands of a s1.ilful 

PhYiician, Du. PROUT, who, alter attending me 

some weeks, recommended me to call in the 

advice of DR. BAILLI.c: and, on a consultation 

of these medical gentlemen, they gave it as 

their opinion that I might, and probably would 

be restored to tolerable ~ealth, provided I did 

not delay withdrawing frrikt aU severe and labo­

rious occupation, particularly such occupation, 

as kept the mind on the stretch, and confined 

me closely to my dpsk. This, they both consi­

dered indispensable, in order to afford me any 
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reasonable prospect of recovery. But this advice 

it would be quite impossible for me to follow, 

and at the same time, satisfactorily acquit myself 

of the duties of my Office, even if the strength 

of the establishment of the departments enabled 

me to confine my attention altogether to the 

bu~iness of superintendence. 

If, by bad health, I am now rendered incom­

petent pr0perly to attend to the affhirs of the two 

departments, how much less competent should I 

be to the due dischmgC' of that duty, when the 

business shall be greatly augmented, as it soon 

must be, by the tramfer of the whole of the In­

dian correspondence 1 e"pecting the internal ad. 

mi1l1~tration of the new Territorial Acquisitions. 

lIOW conducted in the Political Department, 

to thc RevcllIll' and Judicial Department::,.11-

I need not inform YOIl that this extensive cor· 

" Before Mr. CUM~ addressed dUb Letter to Mr. 

COUltTENAY, he waited on Mr. WYNN, 10 order to sigm(y 

his Wish to retire: on which OCUl~lOlI, Mr. \\'YN N again 

recommended him to try the effects of COUI:try aIr, for Il 

year, aWIlY from the cares and fhtlgUCi <ff bU8J1Je~!o; but the 

.\thlce of hi~ phVSIChln1 left 111m, 111 no cloubt that 11(' ~hnlll(i 

H 2 



I (,? 

respon~nce iI ;alread), in progress of being c;o 

transferred. The head of these united De­

partments might indeed be relieved from 

the additional weight of business that must 

thereby be cast upon him. and also from a 

very considerable portion even of that. which 

he has at pre~ent to sustain, by the com­

plete separation of the Revenue and J""udicial 

branches of internal Administration; and their 

{brmation into two distinct Departments. with 

distinct and independent heads to each. But. 

for the reasons stated in a paper which I 

prepared, at the desire of MR. CANNING, shortly 

before he resigned the office of President, res­

pecting the state of my department (a copy of 

which accompanies this Letter (No I.),. and to 

which I solicit the attention of the Board); I 

never again be enabled to encounter the duties of his office. 

He further explained to Mr. W~, in this interview, why 

he could not reconcile it to himse1r, in justice to tile two 

gentlemen immediately below him, to consent to be the means 

of retarding their promotion, for that time, without a ratioluJ 

prospect of his being able, at the end of it, to return to hi~ 

post, in a condition fit filr active service. 

"* The PIll)er here referred to, i, omitted in this " Brief 
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submit that such.a division of the two bJ:aDChes, 

is liable to the strongest practical objections: 

an opinion whicb J am satisfied will be sup" 

ported by every man really conversant with 

the internal concerns of India. The object of 

MR. CANNING, ill requesting me to prepare that 

Paper, originated in the opinion he entertained 

of the unreasonablencsb and unfitness. of my 

being left without that aid, which should limit 

my official labours and exertions to the duties of 

a general superintendence over the affairs of the 

two Departments; not by the separation of the 
:" L.~ 

Departments, and leaving Mf CltftuBiu.g in the 

charge of one only; but by adding to the nu-
/>1_,"-, 

Ult!rical strength of the clerks below ~ as 

far as might be needful. 

Under these explanations, I humbly trust 

that the Board will be pleased to take my 

application for pen~sion to resign, into their 

consideration; ana' retiring, as I shall do, in the 

middle age of life, from the loss of health, 

solely occasioned by the circumstances to which 

I have alluded, with all fl1ture prospects of 

advancement and pecuniary advantage closed 
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against me, and the aIJuwances which I now enjoy 

being much less, on a comparison with t;le duties 

performed, and the salaries received by the 

Heads of other Departments, and than, I have 

reason to believe, it has always been admitted, 

they ought to be.-I further trust that tht.' Board 

will be pleased to take these circumstances 

also, into their favourable consideration, in refer­

ence to the amount of provision to be made.on 

my retirement; and as not less immediately 

connected with this subject, so interesting and 

important to my future comforts in life, that 

they will allow me to submit to them a memo­

randum respecting my past services, as exhibiting 

their nature and usefulness. >I\< This has indeed 

been acknowledged on the Minutes of preceding 

.. ThIS memorandum \\a~ intended for the information of 

the preben f Board of Commlbsioners, the PresIdent of whIch 

and two of his coUeagueb, had ~hls time, been little more 

than a year in office. It entered m'tt, a more circumstantial 

detail of his past servIces than Mr. CV\I'lfING could conve­

niently do, in Ius letter to Mr. COVRTENA ''to Any further 

notice of it, IS complt,tely superseded by the full and hand­

some manner, in which those services were subsequently ac­

knowledged. in the mInute, of the ('ommisslOner~. 
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Boards, and in another form, if possible still more 

flattering tome:* nor should I have felt it neces­

sary to solicit the attention of the present Board 

to that memorandum, but under a confident per­

suasion, that in requesting you to lay it hefore 
, 

them, I am doing no more than what, on the pre~ 

sent occasion, common justice to myself requires. 

I have only to add that, when 1 leave the 

Office, I shall have no income to live upon, 

than that afforded by the provision that it may 

be thought proper to obtam for me. 

I have the honour, &c. 

JAMES CllMMING. 

Thos. Peregrine lou'rtenay. E,'q. 

On the receipt of this Lette!, thf' Board re-­

conIe.l the following Minute, dated the ~M June 

1~Q3. 

~}I 

The Secretary l~s before the Board. a letter 

addressed him by MR. CUMMING, expres&ing 

a wish to retire from the sen icc of the Board, 

* Alludmg to the mention that hurl been made of hia ser­

V1CC~ in the Hom:!' of Commons 



ill consequence of "the serious, and (he fears,) 

" permanent injury whIch his health has sus­

" tained, from the incessant and unusually 1a-

41 borious attention, which he has felt it his 

" duty to give to the important and arduous 

" business of his department." 

The Board admit with sincere regret, the 

necessity which deprives them of the valuable 

services of MR. CUMMING; and in accepting 

his rer;ignation, will without delay take mea· 

sures for securing to him, the usual pen'iion 

given to Officers of this Board, on retirement. 

On the first entrance upon office of the pre­

sent Board, a representation was laid before 

them by their Secretary, upon the state of the 

establishment, from which the following is an 

(>xtract. 

" Cases will sometimes occur, to which the 

U funds of the Office ar~tirely inadequate.­

U Such is the case of Ma. ~MMING, the present 

U head of the Revenue and Judicial Depart. 

" ment. His &ervices, in first hringing under the 

" consideration of the Board, and subsequently 

" watching with increasing vigilance, the in-
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" ternal administration of india, and in ~ollect­
" ing a body of information upon that subject, 

" such as never before existed; would be, even 

" if nothing were regarded but the labour, de­

" serving of a far higher reward than any 

" which he has received, or can receive, by 

" way of salary. 

" But when the Hoard consider the great 

" utility of those labours, in communicating 

" information, as well to the Goveruments and 

" Officers abroad, as to the Board of Commis~ 

" sioners, and the Court of Directors, at home; 

" the part which he has had, in framing in­

" structions which have been sent to India, 

" and in commenting upon the communications 

" which have been received from the several 

" Government'l, and the serious. injury which 

,. his health has sustnined in the performance 

.. of those valuable s~es, they will at least be 

" satisfied, that the efficiency of their depart­

" ment would be greatly promoted, by provid­

" ing a reward for public service, so unusual 

" in extent, and so gteat in importance." 

c 
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The .distinguished services of Ma. CUMMING 

have also been recorded, in the successive Mi­

nutes of former Boards; and have been repeat­

edly adverted to in Parliament, by those who 

have had the best opportunity of appreciating 

their value." 

The present Board feel it due to MR. CUM­

MING to express their entire concurrence. in the 

honourable testimony thus borne to his merits. 

They have had frequent occasion to refer to the' 

interesting and elaborate collections of inf()l'­

mation, with which he has enriched this Office; 

and they have witnessed the zeal and activity 

of mind with which he has resumed the dutie::. 

of his situation, since his return from abroad; 

a zeal which unfortunately his bodily strength 

has been unable to support. 

Considering therefore, the peculiar nature of 

this case, the Board tllk~ it their duty to bring 
'<... 

it before His Majesty's Government; and they 

request Ma. WILLIAMS WYNN to communicate 

with the EARL OF LIVERPOOL, in the hope that 

means may be found of conferring upon MR. 

Supplement, A. , 
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CUMMING, an adequate reward, for services 

rendered in an important branch of the gene­

ral administration of the British Empire. 

(Signed) 

CHARLES WATKIN \\'lLLIAMS WYNN. 
/v~I"-c(·« ...... #1 .. ) '!/- ..... '- 4., .-. •• /<: 

~/"'7<'/cA I);:,:t" £ /~.~ .. ...,,,-~. 
On the 13th of June, the following Postscript 

was added to this Minute, by the Right Honour­

able GEORG}~ CANNING, His Majesty's Secretar.Y 

of State for Foreign Affairs, an ex-officio 

Member of the India Board, and formerly the 

Pre~idellt. 

" Having perused this copy of Minute of the 

" Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 

" Imlia, I cannot refrain from adding my indi­

" vidual testimony to that, which IS hcrpin 

" borne by the present Board, to the extraor­

" dinary merits and invaluable services of MR. 

"CUMMING. If any Lretion be left by the 

" Act of Parliament regulating Hetirements, to 

" proportion amount te desert, or to add re­

u compense to what is mere earning, there 

" never was a case, in which the amplest qtcnt 

c 2 



" of remuneration, could be more justly bestow­

"ed. 1f there be no such discretion, 1 should 

" greatly rejoice to hear that there are other 

" sources from which such additional mark of 

" approbation, could be dcrived by MR. CuM-

" MIN&." 

(Signed) " GEORGE CAN~Ir\G." 

Separate ~finute cif tlte Right 1-10n. JOHN 

SULLIVAN, dated CJ.Otlt June lSCJ.S. 

Tcn years of official intercoUl~e, as a Mem­

ber of the Board, with Ma. C(lMlVIING, of the 

Judicial and Revenue Departments, has impress­

ed me with the highest sense of the zeal and 

talents of Mn. CUMMING, and of his long una­

bated labour in the public service. 

An absolute devotion of his mind and time, 

could alone have enabled him to have prepared 

those voluminous an4...!ucid Reports upon the 

internal Administratio~f India, which have 

justly excited the praise and marked approba­

tion of four successive Boards: and the value of 

which, must be felt, by every succeeding Board; 

for they embrace subjects, in which the intere"t 
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and happiness of the Natives of India are deep­

ly involved: and upon a due attention to which, 

the bafety and prosperity of the British Empire 

in India, must mainly depend. 

Services of so peculiar a description, cannot 

have been duly provided for, under any general 

rule of superannuation; and therefore, the re­

ward must be looked for in the liberal justice 

of Government. 

A similar case, cannot occur; as all the ele. 

ments of knowledge upon the Judicial and Re­

venue branches of Administration, have been 

collected and elucidated, in the Reports of MR. 

CUMMING. 

(SigIlNl) .JOHN SULLIVAN. 

Separate Minute if LORD TElGNMOUTlI. dated 

~d July 18:23. 

To withhold mJ...testimony to the zeal, assi­

duity. and abilit~o invariably displayed by MIl.. 

CUMMING, in the discharge of the duties of the 

important departments which he has so long 

held under the India Board, would be the great­

est injustice to his extraordinary merits and 



invaluable services. The benefits derived from 

them, cannot' be too highly estimated; and I 

deem them entitled to every remuneration which 

the liberality of Governmeat can bestow. 

(Sig'lIt'd) TEJGX~ml·TU. 

The foregoing Testimonies to the past services 

of MR. CUl\I'\flNG, and his claims to special 

remuneration for them, were not more gratifying 

to him, than a Letter which LORD BINNING, for­

merly a Commissioner of the Board, addresseu 

to MR. COURTENAY, the Secretary, on the same 

occasion. 

Ches/e'./ield SImi, 21 JU{1j ]S23. 

My DEAR SIR, 

I return you Blany thanks, for having 

been so obliging as to communicate to me, the 

Minutes of the Board, on the retirement of 

MR. CUMMING. 

As it is known to you, that '!lad a great deal 

of intercourse with Mr. CUMMING, during the 

whole of the period, at which I was a Member 

of the Board; you will not be surpri!>cd, at my 

eagerly seizing this opportunity to express th(' 



very high sense I have ever entertained of that 

Gentleman's very extraordinary merits. I am 

well convinced, that no department of the 

public service of this country, ever produced 

an Officer, who, to better abilities, joined more 

zeal and diligence, in the execution of the 

duties he had to perform. I believe him to be 

a man of a most benevolent and disinterested 

mind; and, in every respect, worthy of the 

very high esteem in which I know him to be 

held, by all those with whom he has ever been 

officially connected. 

The real extent and value of Mr. CUl.\I'\IING'S 

services, can only be known to those, who are 

as well aware, as you and I are, of the impor­

tant, as well a<; laborious nature of the Office 

he hall filled. The Revenue and Judicial De­

partment at the Indian Board, embraces the 

whole internal ~ment of the Provinces; 

and, the manner in which the duties of that 

Department are executed, affects, infinitely 

more than the name imports, the happiness 

and well-heing of the many millions subject 

to our rule in the Ea'it, To this, Mr. 

CUMMING was feelingly alive; and he has sacri_ 
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ficecl his health ancl comfort, to the zealow~ (I 

might say, enthusiastic) and unremitting dis.­

charge of the d~ties intrusted to him. 

I have so much friendship for Mr. CUMMING, 

that I might distrust my own judgment, and 

suspect myself of partiality; but it gives me 

the sincerest pleasure, to find, that the same 

opinions are entertained, by bett\!r judges and 

higher authorities. 

1 only wish the (:xtent of his remuneration 

depended upon me. The ordinary retirement, 

for so valuable and devoted a servant, would be 

but a poor recompense; and, as such, un­

worthy of the Country that has derived so 

much real benefit from his long continued 

exertions. 

As 1 have now no right to make Minutes, 

per haps yoa will not think that I presume too 

much, on having been~~ a Member of the 

Board, if 1 ask you to communicate this Letter, 

with my best respects to Mr. WILLIAMS 'VYNN. 

1 am, 

My dear Sir, 

Most truly yours. 

(SigllC'd) Bl~NI\,(j. 



The value of these testimonies froof his 

official superiors, in favour of his past setvieet. 

~ in 00 small degree enhanced. in his esti­

mation, from their not having, in any manner, 

originated in solicitation on his part. This was 

also the case, with respect to the flattering 

acknowledgmet1ts of his services, in the suc­

cessive minutes of former Boards.· Such testi-

* Several of the minutes here rE'ferred to are more par­
ticularly noticed in Supplement B. 

The writer trusts that it will be imputed to better feelings 

than ostentation, if he here also notices a trib4te of estee~ 
and respect which he received from hi~ colleagues in the 
India Office, in the beginning of the year 1819, on his return 
to it, after a leave of abllence to recruit his health by the sea 
air of #Jrighton. • 

" The Gentlemen of the BoanLof Control, Ilhoae nallles 

" ilrc sublWribed' to this paper, being anxious to e~preu 

"their high respect fOI JAMES CUMMING, Esq., beg his 
" accept~n( .. e of a small piece of plate, as a telitimony of the 
" sen~ they entertain of the beneficial results to the office, 
" of his personal conduct and exertions, which have highly 
" conduced to raise its characte llcctively, to stimulate 

" its ellergies individually, 0 enlarge the field for the 
" exercise of ability, in wlui ever degTee it may be found." 

Thi" address was signed by all the gentlemen in the office, 
from the Awtal)t Secretary downwards, with the exception 

of those who had been but recently placed. on the Establi8h­
ment, whose names it wu not thought proper to receive. 
Though Mr. CUMMUW ever has, and ('ver muat reflect upQl,l 

']) this 



'ttl 

monies and acknowledgments indeed c~rfY on 

the face. of them the best evidence of their 

being altogether the spontaneous and deliberate 

aets of,the four different Boards from which 

they emanated. 

The pension which the Board of Commis­

sioners signified to Mr. CUMMING, in their 

minute of the 3d J Hne 18'23, that they would 

"without delay obtain for him," as "the 

, usual pension given to Officers of the Board, 

this tribute of commendation With no small pride, as well as 
pleasure, he should indeed bl' borh vain and presumptuoub, dil 
be take to himself the very large share of merit which i. 
assigns to him. The sentiments expressed by his colleagues, 
must have chiefly sprung from partiality, and though lIbey do 
honour to Mm, they do much more to themse)ves. ThilJ 
obsenration in particular applies to some of his seniors in the 
office who signed the pape.r in question, and who in.dubltably 
were in no degree indebted to Mr. CUMMING, in those 
respectA, in which, through a liberal and generous overflow of 
feeling, ~o much useful and exten&ive effect, out of his own 
immediate offici&l splr- f action, is ascribed to him, 
in that paper. It was certam 's endeavour to animate the 
junior part of his colleagues to It seille of the importance of 
the business of the office, in every department, and more 
eapecially in bis own; and he has the satisfaction to believe 
that, in this endeavour, he has not been unsuccessful; and 
that the Board have in a greater or less measure exnerient.ed 
the advantage of it. 



'I on retirement," he has received front the 

month of July following, 'l iz., £666, being two­

thirds of his actual salary, which was't£l,OOO. 

The amount of this retiring pt:nsion was regu. 

lated by the Act of the 58d Geo. Ill. cap. 

1.55, (A. D. 1813,) entitled, " An Act for con· 

"tinuing in the East~India Company, for a. 

U further Term, the Possession of the British 

" Territories' in India, &c." By this Act, as 

well as by the former India Acts of 1798 and 

181I, a certain sum, payable by the East-India 

Company, and not to be exceeded, was allot· 

ted to defray the salaries of the President 

and two' other Commissioners of the India 

Board. of their Secretaries, and other Officers 

on the establishment of the Board, together 

with the other expenses incidental to it. But 

it was not till the passin he Act of 1813, 

that any statutable vision was made, in 

respect to the mode and principles, according 

to wbich, retiring pensions to the Officers of the 

India Board were to be granted; and by this 

Act, His Majesty was empow~red, by warrant 

under his sign manual, countersigned hy the 

D 2 
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Chancellor of the ExchE"AIuer, to grant retiring 

orl8l1perannuation allowances to Offieens belong­

ing to tfte Board of Commissioners f.or the Affairs 

of India; to be paid out of the funds of the East­

India Company, "subjectto the like conditions, 

II and i~ the like proportions," as such superan­

nuations might then be made, in other depart-
• 

ments of the State, by virtue of the 50th Geo. 

lII,(A.D 1810). cap. 117. entitled" An Act to 

" direct that Accounts of Increase and Diminu­

.f tion of Public Salaries, Pensions, and Allow­

u ances shall be annually laid before Parliament. 

" and to regulate and controul the granting and 

" paying such Salaries, Pensions, and Allow. 

"ances." According to the conditions and 

proportions contained in this Act of 1810, and 

which are also specified in the Act of 1818, 

any Officer bein ' "ncapable from infirmity of 

" mind or hody," to s the duties of his 

office, 1I.nd having -been in the public service 

abov-e twenty years, might be allowed a pension 

equal in amount, to that which was gr..mted 

to Mr CUKMING; no discretion being left in 

Government, uDder the Act of 1818, to grant 



any larger penSions than. those ppe8cribeL«hy 

" the conditions and proportions." in that Act, 

which, like the Act of 1810 relating to other 

,public qjJice.s under tile Cronm, had refel'euee only 

to bad health, combined with length of S'eJ'IVice, 

and in no respect to extraordinary services. 

Though this was the case, with regard t@ the • officers In the other departm~nts of the State, 

under the Act of 1810, the ha.rdship of their 

situations in this respect was greatly reliev~d, 

in the superior departments, and in particular 

the situation of those of senior rank, by the prac­

tice which has generally prevailed of requiting 

extra services and rewarding special meritj by 

conferring upon the individuals, appointments of .. 
a sinecure kind, or to which but sl~ght and 

occasional duties are attached, yielding from 

three to five or six hu pounds of addi­

tional income to t orders of them, and often 

more. * In those superior departmellts, as the 

It Several Gentlemen in the India Office also held double 
appointments, not hl>wevtlr a8 the consequence 01-. an, 
general or fixed principle; but from accidental circu~, 
though cOI?bmed Mth indIvidual desert, which well eptitle<. 
them to such ad\antagel. 



fuud$ tor the support of their tespectlv-e est&­
blish~fits were, in common with aU thf' other 

departments of Government, provided from the 

national Treasury, the same difficulties did not 

exist in obtaining the means for remuntrating 

the officers belonging to them, by increasing 

their salaries in proportIon to the labour and the • • value of the services rendered, as in an office 

like that of the Board of Commissioners for the 

Mairs of India; the expenditure of which was 

restricted to a fixed sum by Act of Parliament, 

and could only be increased by a formal appli­

cation to the Legislature, and which sum, for 

the use of that Board, though augmented in 

the year 181S, ha!) never afforded a surplus fund 

sufficient for any such purposes. But by the 

Act of the Sd Gco. IV. cap. 118, passed in 

August lR~~, the-~ of 1810 applying to 

other departments was a~ded: and a clause 

was introduced into this new Act, which gave 

authority to deviate, in particular circum­

stanoes, from the rules an!l conditions laid 

down in the former one, concerning Retiring 

Pension II, 'oi::., that" III any case, in • whIch It 
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"shall appear to the Commissioners of His 

"Majesty'~ Treasury that any special circuftI,. 

" stam;:es give to any Officer, a just claim to ttnJ 
" amount of superannuation not authorized by 

'! I}tis Adt or e:cceeding the Allowance specified 

4' thefein, with reference to the actuallcngth of 

u service of such Officcr, it shall and may he 

u lawful for the CommIssioners of the Treasury, 

fC and they, or any three or more of them, are 

fC hereby empowered and authori~ed to grant 

" and "give authority for the granting of any 

" special remuneration, provided always that 'the 

u ground~ on whic. any &uch special superan­

" nuation shall be granted or authorized, shall be 

IC stated in the grant thereof, and also be en­
" tered on the minutps of the Treasury, and shall 

.. be Jald before ParJiamcnt, &c. tt But as this 

provision of the Act of 1822, which was pasl:lcd 

the year before the resi "n ·:.;n of Mr. CUMf\fING, 

was not by that , '-'~. nor by any other Act, 

extended to the Officers of the India Board, 

Mr. CU)lMING could not receive the benefit of 

such a discretionary power, though any geRtle­

man of the India Office who might have ren-
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dtred specl~l services. had In equity ,and justice, 

equally gOQd '~laims to special remU?erati01l for 

then\, according to their value and extent, as 

th~ belonging to any other public department 

of the State. 
It was under the conviction, that his cas~ 

was peculiarly one Q/' this description, that, in 

their minute of the 3d June 18Q,J, the Board 

of Commissioners stated, that "they thought 

" it their duty to bring it before His Majesty's 

U Government, and to request Mr. WILLIHIS 

" WYNN, the President, to communicate with 

"the EARL OF LIVERPOOL, in the hope that 

"means might be found. of conferring upon 

" Mr. CUMMING an adequate reward" for the 

services described in that minute, and so point­

edly adverted to, in the separate minute~ of 

Mr. CANNING, Mr. SOLLIVAN, and LORn TEIGN­

MOUTH, and iu th tter of LORn BINNING, as 

well as in the minutes 0:\ ",~eding Boards, and 
'..II 

in thl' llarliamentary Debate of the 15th March 

1822, (Supplement A.) 

LORI) BINNING, acting under the influence of 

those kind and Inal'lly feelings which (as the 



writer may very safely assert, without exposing 

himself tc the imputation of servility, from any 

one acquainted with his Lordship,) forms a pro­

minent feature of his character, thought it 

proper, and without the knowledge of Mr. 

CUMMING, to bring bis particular case under the 

notice of the HOllse of Commons, ill the Debate 

that took place on the l~th June last, respect­

ing the general Superannuation Bill, then in 

progress through the House. * It was at 

this time, nnder the consideration of His Ma­

jesty's Government: and, on the Hth of the 

present month of July, LORD LIVERPOOL was 

pleased to direct a warrant to be prepared for 

granting to the unmarried sister of Mr. CUM­

MING, who, since the decease of their father, had 

been his domestic companion and friend, and 

whose maintenance and prote tion chiefly de­

pended on him, a pe of £ ~OO, which, 

added to the usual nsion already obtained for 

himself: from the funds of the East-India Com­

pany, by His Majesty's general warrant, under 

* Vide Supp!ement C., for an account of what was said 
by LORD BIN'IING on that subject. 

E 



the Charter Act of the .)jd Geo. III. cap. 1.54, 

sec. 91, yields the sum of £866 per annum. 

For this act of his Majesty's GovHnment, 

Mr. CUMMING must ever feel grateful, and par­

ticularly to Mr. WYNN and the other Members 

of the Board, through whose good offices he 

is more immediately indebted for it. The 

pension thus granted to his sister is mu(h more 

acceptable to him than if it had been bestowed 

upon him&elf. It has relieved his mind from 

many painful reflexions, since his rCllignatioll, 

by securing, as it has done, to one most ncarl) 

and dearly connected with him, a permanent 

provision for her maintenance and support; 

which, in the event of his decease, he had not 

the means of affording her, not having been 

able to save any part of his official salary, and 

not having anYrcwi~ate 'fortune whatever, to 

leave behind him." ~~ 
3. 

* He had been in the India Office eight YC<irs, and 011 an 
establishment consisting of fifteen clerks, and had attained, by 
regular succession, the rank of seventh clerk, before he had 
a salary of £200 per annum; and it was not till hc had 
aerved fifteen years, and after he was placed by selection, in 
charge of the RevcIIlI(' <ind .J udictai DepartllH'nt~. that It 



In the Jetter, in which Mr. WYNN did Mr. 

('VM:'\'IING the honour of informing him of this 

reached the sum of £350; a sum which, under tilt' com­

paratively improved scale of aJlIJI\UIlCeti in the oRin', 

adopted of late years, is not lar!!:er in amount thull tht· 

salaries now received hy most of the juniors on the el>l:1-

blishment, not having ~el'ved moTto tlmn half the abov{'­

mentioned period. In the yenr 1811, having thell wrvl'd 

in thl' offi(e nearly tl'Lllty ycar~, 1\11-. CUM~lllS(;'S salary. 

under a new arrangement, apl'lyillg to all the heads of de­

partments, except the Accountant, was augmented to £500; 
and having in the following year completed the term of 

twenty years, he received, under that armngenwl1t, un 

addition of CWO, making his salary £600. Bya {urtber' 

~encral arrangcment in 1813, also applying to all thc 

II\'ad8 of departments except the Accountant, that salary 

was illcreased to £800; and in the year 1816, it was Ilug­

mented to £1,000, as explained in Supplement B, page 4:i. 
It WIlS not, thcrefore, until It latc pcriod of his service, th!), 

he ('ould save much out of hi, official income, evell if the 

obligations off.'lmily duty had nut put this out of his pow('r: 

and the pittance he did manag(', under these cirClmlstanees, 

ttl save, has becn cOllsumed by tIll' expellse~ attendant 01/ 

his vi,it to the Continent, in 18i 'r the recovery of his 

health. ami his domestic ex sincc his retircu1('nt from 

duty, OIl two-thirds of I' . alary. Several of the gt'ntlcmeTl 

in thc India Office, as in the other superior dl'partnlClltb of thc 

State, have held or now hold other situations of emolulllellt. 

Thc Accountant, from the year IHI)7, has enjoYl'd an aJlowull('e 

from His Majesty's Treasury, at tilt' rate or C400 per annum, as 

" Accountant, to investIgate th" accounts betwecn the Ea~t­

" India Company and thc public;" alHl thoul!h hc Illib rc(,ently 

rclilctl from the India Oflice (//1 ,1 'o1'f/t'nlllIlIWII('1l IH'n~ioll on 

t, .) 
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grant of a pension to b;~ sister, he .. as pleased 

to express his wish, ,. that circumstances would 

account of infirmity, the dutie!> of his other appointment 
being occasional only, he still discharges them. The gentle­
man at the head of the Political Department held the 
appointment of Private Secretary to the present LORD MEL­
VILLE and the EARl. of HARROWBY, during the periods 
they respectively held the post of President of' the Board of 
Commissioners, yieldmg a balary of £300 per annum; and 
some years after, his Eervices wtre rewarded by a colonial 
agency of' larger emolument, whicli he continued to hold 
until the peace, when the colony was surrendered. The 
gentleman at the head of the Public and CommercIal 
Department has also held, since the year 1805, the office of 
Master of'the Mint, in Scotland; an office conferred upon him 
for his services to the late and present LORDI> MELVILLE, 
and from which he derives a salary of £390 per annum It 
was not, however, the good fortune of Mr. CUMMING to 
enjoy any advantages of this delocription, while in the employ 
of the India Board. 

On the occasion of adoptmg the arrangement of 1813, 
alluded to in a former part of this note, by which the salary 
of Mr. CUMMING was, in common \\ith those of the other 
Chiefs of Departmen 'sed to £800, after t\\enty years' 
service, he had the hono "eceIVlng a letter from Mr. 
WALLACE, who had been for a C J(ierable period a mem­
ber of the Board; and who was also Chairman of the Select 
Committee on East-India affairs, when they made their 
Efth Ueport, ordered to be printed in July 1812; in which 
letter, speaking of that arrangement, he thus expressed 
himself: "I need not tell you that it fall.. short of my 
.. wishes; and I am afraid, will not be '1uite satisfactory to 
" you. This, allow me to lillY, I shall much regret, 011 every 
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U bave admitted of a more liberal public acknow­

" ledgment of his long and valuable service." 

Mr. CUMMING did entertain the hope that the 

particular nature and utility of his services, as 

recognized by the Members of the Board, and 

the serious effect on his health, of the excessive 

labours he underwent in performing them 

:labours which were such, as to compel him to 

retire ft'om public duty, at an age not much ex­

ceeding the meridian of life, and all future pro­

spects of advantage thereby shut against him, in 

which he might otherwise reasonably have in­

dulged); would have served to procure for him 

" groulld, bvth public ami private; both frvm my personal 
" regaltl for you. and from my conviction that any diminution 
" of your .ledl, wvuld be une of the grcatcbt 108bC~ the 
" publiC intcrel>ts, ab connected WIth IndIa, co.lld at this 
" moment, su~tain" Mr. SULLIVAN WIll, Mr. CUMMING is 
persuaded, bear witness that, on belllg deputed by his 
colleagues, preparatory to t rangernent, to wait upon 
that gentleman to advoc' eir cause, that he did not solicit 
any peculzar advantages for himself; or attempt to draw any 
dj~tinction between his own situation, and thol>e of the other 
gentlemen in the charge of Department!.; his first and only 
object being to represent the claims of those, both senior 
and junior, 111 the four Departments, Political alld Secret. 
Rt'venue lind Judicial, )lI1itary dlHl Public, and Commflrcial, 
to better allowances d'an tht'y then receIved. 
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a provision equal to the salary he drew, at the 

time of his resignation. In the representation 

made hy ~Ir. COURTENAY to the present Board 

on their first entrance into office, in Feb. 1822, 

and about the time of Mr. CllMl\llNG'S return 

from abroad, he, in reference to those services, 

stated, that "if nothing were regarded but the 

" mere labour of them, they were deserving 01 

" a far higher rewani than any which he had 

" received or could receive, by way of salary." 

On that p:uticular point, Mr. CUl\nnNG may, 

on such an occasion as the present, be per. 

mitted to speak for himself, in confirmation of 

the opinion expressed by Mr. COURTENAY, so 

far as to declare, without the fear of contradic. 

tion in any quarter, that his labours, while he 

was in cbarge of the Revenue aut! Judicial Dc. 

partmelJts, very 'xceeded those of anyone 
'. 

of his colleagues, at t "HI of other Depart. 

ments, and were not surpa~sed by any Public 

Officer under His Majesty's Government. For 

nearly the whole of the period, to which he has 

just referred, a day seldom passed in which 

he was lIot 'at his d\.'sk, hH' and often three 



hours in the morning, before the usual time of 

attendance at the office, and in which, unless 

on particular occasions, the whole of his even­

ings, and until two, three, and four the next 

morning, were not dedicated to the execution 

of his public duties. For the first five or six 

years of that period, he rarely allowed himself 

a week's holidays. in the country; and although, 

in subsequent years, he availed himself of the 

vacation ordinarily granted, he was never free 

from bm,iness, during its continuance, "eldom 

having a whole day that he could call his own. 

What is here described, aI}d described with­

out exaggeration, was, it is true, for the far 

greater part, a voluntary labour. It would 

indeed have been altogether out of the ques­

tion to have demanded it, at allY price of 

compensation or reward, fro any public ser­

vant; and perhaps fe n could be met with, 

not blessed origin y with as good a constitu­

tion as ML CUl\IMING, and who took a less 

earnest and deep interest than he did, in the 

Internal Affairs of India, and less pleasure in 



the investigation of them, who could for 80 l.-g.a 

time, have oornt! up, withoot altogetlaer Jinking, 

as. he at length did, under the severity of. $Uch 

unremitting labour; accompanied as it als.o was 

with a more than usual degree of mental 

exertion and anxiety. Of the beneficial "esults 

of' those exertions, the statements of MI'. COlJR· 

TENAY, and of the present and former Boards, 

have rendered it quite superfluous to say more 

than is there said, on that part of the subject. 

Though nothing farther can be done by the 

Crown, in recompense and reward of his past 

services, he still eQtertains the hope that, under 

the peculiar circumstances of his case, the Court 

of Directors may, in their accllstomed liberality, 

be disposed to confer upon him such an annual 

allowance, as, with the ordinary pension he is 

already in the rec i t of, from the funds of the 

East;...India Company, is Majesty's warrant 

under the Act of 1818, a the pension re­

cently granted to his sister, by the Crown, 

shall amount to a sum equal to his salary, on 

his resignation. A grant of £1840 per annum. 
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from the Honourable Court, would accompJi~h 

this purpose; and it would enable him to live 

with respectability and comfort for the remainder 

of his days, leaving him nothing to wish for 

or to want, but the recovery of his health, 

which has gradually improycd "ince he has bt'en 

liberated from the cares and fatigues of office, 

and which, from the state of it, affi)rds him the 

expectation that it may not only still go on 

improving, but that many years of life are, 

under Providence, yet in reserve for him; 1101' 

is he without the desire, that this remnant of 

life may be profitably employed in the pursuit 

of investigations respecting a great and pecu­

liarly interesting branch of East-Indian polity, 

to Whlcl, he has zealously devoted his attention 

during a large portion of it that is past, ac· 

cording to his means of 'fulnes5, and the 

importance of' which· . igations, ill reference 

to British interests, and the welfare and happi­

ness of the millions of subjects beneath our sway 

in the East, never perhaps excited a more 

anxious or deeper concern, and more occ;erved,y 

F 



so, on the part of the audtnrities in this country, 

than at the present mvment, and which it can 

never cease to excite, as ·long as the common 

interests of Great Britain and its possessions in 

India, continue to be an object of regard. 



SUP P L E MEN T. 

A. 

THE services of Mr. CUMMING were noticed 

by the House of Commons, as early as the year 

1814. 

Extract from the printed Votes Qf the 27th 

July 1814. 

It Resolved, That an humble address be 

" ptesented to Hi8 Royal Highness the 

.. PRINCE nEGE.NT, that he will be gra· 

" ciously pleased to order the payment of 

.. Dve hundred pounds to JAMES CUM­

" MING, Esq., for his able scrvi{'es to the 

" Select Commit~ppointed to in­

" quire into ".8port upon the Affairs 

" of the East-India Company." 

His services were, in a more particular 

manner, and to him very unexpectedly, brought 

r2 



under the view of the House, hy Mr. COURTE­

NAY, in the debate on, th~ 15th March 18!l2, 

respecting Mr. CREEVEY'S motion for lieduc­

ing the number of paid Commissioners of the 

Board of Control. Mr. COURTENAY, after stat­

ing in the course of his speech, that " no one 

" would impute any such unworthy motives to 

" those who had the management of the Affairs. 

" in the India Board, as a di "position to make a 

" shew of details, in order to give their officers 

" a consequence they (lId not in reality possess, 

" for the purpose of retaining their salaries;" he 

went on to observe that, "between the years 1784-

" and 1798, a great and important plan was UIl­

CI dertaken for the admmistration of the Land 

.. Revenues in Bengal, technically called 'the 

.. , Settlement in Perpetuity;' in the origination 

" of which, the ~ia Board was a chief party, 

.. and which was c into effect by LORD 

" CORNWALLIS, in the yea 1798; that a new 

.. system for the administration of justice in the 

" provinces, was also established, at that period; 

.. and tbat it was certainly a long time after the 
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.. adoption of both these systems, that any dose 

.. attention was given by the Court of Directors, 

., or the Board of Commissioners, to the Revenue 

.. and Judicial Affairs of India; that the Board 

H were ignorant of the operations of the measures 

.. which had been carried into execution, in those 

., great departments; that they knew not whether 

" those measures were acceptable or not to the 

" natives; whether they had accomplished the 

"objects they had in view, of raising a land 

" revenue, without inconvenience or oppression 

.. to the contributors; and of affording to the 

"great body of the population, a better, a 

" cheaper, a more expeditious, and a purer ad. 

II ministration of justice, than before." He pro­

ceeded to state, u that in the year 1807, a great 

•• change in this respect took place, in the effi­

u ciency of the Board of ~issioners, and ill 

.. the exercise of thei~o&"l also, over the other 

•• branches of India ~ffairs, in consequence of an 

.. arrangement adopted for conducting the busi· 

II nessoftheoffice, the merits of which were attri­

II butabJe to the present LORD MELVILLE, then at 

.. the head of the Board; ana still more, perhaps, 



'~ to the honourable Member for Hastings (Mr . 

.. HOLFORD), who was then the Secretary." Hav­

ing next explained that this arrangement consist­

ed, in dividing the business into different depart. 

ments, corresponding with the departments of the 

Indian Governments; he stated, that, "when 

" this arrangement was formed, the Revenueand 

" Judicial Affitirs of India, complicated and diE­

.. ficult as they were, were subjects almost new to 

.. the Board; that they were new also to theCoun­

" try, as well as the Board; and that it had been 

" taken for granted, that what had been done, 

.. in regard to the internal government of India, 

" was perfectly right, and needed no amend­

"ment. He could not (he said) come to this 

cc matter, without pausmg to pay a tribute to the 

" great merit of an individual. He had seen a 

IC smile passing o~the countenances of some 

" gentlemen, whenh~'iustnow, ascribed par­

H ticular merit to a formel~cretary (Mr. HOL­

.. FORD), for the share he had, in introducing the 

.. arrangement he had described. The merit of 

.. which he should now speak, was that ofaClerk; 

.. and he should be the mo~t unjUllt and ungrate-
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"ful of men, if he were to pass on, withoqt 

"expressing his sense of obligation due to a 

" gentleman known to Members of that House; 

"he meant Mr. CV~IMING, who, under the 

"arrangement of 1807, was appointed to the 

.. he.ad of the Revenue and Judicial Depart . 

.. ments. To him, by his extraordinary labours 

" and intelligence, belonged the merit of having 

.. been the first per50n who called the attention 

" of the Board, to the practical operation of 

.. existing systems, in those great departments 

" of the Indian Governments; and the effect of 

" his representations was to bring into the office 

.. a load of important business, which could be 

.. no more compared with that which existed 

" when the Right Honourable Gentlemau (Mr. 

" TIERNEY) was in office, than the business of 

.. the county of Rutland, to the whole busmess 

" of Great Britain. T~urse now pursued. 

'f in regard to the Jvenue and Judicial business 

.. of the office, was, that every thing which came 

" up from the India-House lJl these departments, 

" went through the examination of the very me­

" ritoriousindividual hehad named." He added. 
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that "the propo!ed despatches In the other­

•• departments of the India Office, were also 

.. brought under the inspection of other persons 

u of no ordinary talents, intelligence, and in 

" dustry." 

Mr. CANNING, then President of the India 

Board, in the same Debate, speaking of the aid 

he derived from his colleague, LORD BINNING, 

in respect to the affairs of the Revenue and 

Judicial departments, was pleased to do Mr. 

CUMMING the honour, and to afford him the high 

gratification, of coupling his name with that of 

the noble Lord, in a way, which he cannot 

easily forget. He stated that" he need not say 

.. that Revenue and Judicial Affairs were as dry 

.. and repulsive, as they were difficult and ab­

u struse; but that, enkindled, no doubt, by the 

.. ardour of the e~t individual who had been 

•• alreadysopointedlyall~ to by his honoura­

U ble friend (Mr. COURTENAY), he meant Mr . 

.. CUMMING, his noble friend had applied to these 

II subjects, with a degree of eanlestness and 

II attention, that crowned his eWorts with great 



" success, and had rendered him a most useful 

" functionary of the Board."-Aliatic Journo.J 

for April18!!~. 

B. 

,The first recorded acknowledgment of Mr. 

CUMMING'S services by former Boards, is dated 

the 24th May 1816. It arose out of the fol­

lowing circumstances :-as early as the year 

1810, he transmitted to Sir PATRICK MURRAY, 

then Secretary of the Board, a list of certain 

memoirs and other statements prepared by him, 

since his appointment to the head of the Reve­

nue and Judicial Departments, illustrative of 

various matters connected with the internal 

polity of British India, being, as he stated in 

the letter accompanyin~ i#tile result of re­

" searches he soon fo~ it essentially necessary 

"to pursue, as the only means of acquiring 

" that knowledge which could alone enable him 

" to furnish him (Sir PATRICK MURRAY), and 

"the Members of the BoarJ, with such infor-

G 
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"mation respecting the Revenue and Judicial 

u Affa;-s of India, as might, from time to time, 

" be required of him." He furtber stated, 

that "he thought it proper to apprize him of 

" their existence, under an idea that they might, 

" in some measure, prove useful, in bcilitating 

" the prosecution of inquiries which might, at 

" that period," engage his attention and that (.)f 

" the Board." He took occasion also, at the 

same time, to intimate that the papers specified. 

in the list enclosed in hi~ letter, "formed part 

" of a general design, the object of which was 

"to afford a clear and (hgested view of every 

" branch of that system of internal administra­

"tion, both Revenue and Judicial, which e}..· 

"isted in British India:" and that "this de­

"sign it was intended to prosecute, as oppor. 

H tunity served, until brought to a state of 

"completion.'~is letter was put into the 

hands of Sir PA1RIC~URRAY (with whom 

Mr. CUMMING had not the honour to be ac­

quainted) by the Assi~tant Secretary, about the 

* Alludmg to the approachmg eXpIratIOn of the Charter 
of the Eailt-Imha Compauy_ 
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time when Sir PATRICK was preparing to set out 

for Scotland, and he returned it to Mr. CUM­

lUNG, with its enclobure, through the same chan­

nel, with a mesl)age, that llt' would attend to 

the subject, on his return to London. But other 

busine::.s prevented him ~.om doing so, while he 

,ontinued in office, and the subject slept, until 

Mr. CUMMING drew the attention of Mr. COlJR­

TENA Y to it, in a letter dated the 14th Septem­

ber 1813, in which he for~arded hi::! fonrter one 

to Sir }>ATRJCK MUltRAY of June 181O,,'and the 
r 

list of papers which accompanied it: together 

with an additional libt of papers which he had 

since written, up to the date of his letter to 

Mr. COUllTI.:NA Y. "The whole of these papers" 

(as he informed Mr. COURTl.NAV) .. had been 

.. prepared, u:ithout any in.structtOllsfor that pur'­

.. pose, either ~pecjflC o1,zeral, and 'U,ithoul 

" a71!} impcdimcllt o~sfruc'ion to tIle current 

"business fir the department." He concluded 

his letter, by expressing hi~ trust that the Board 

would be pleased to allow them, "to be ac­

" knowledged on their "roceedings" To tIm 

letter, Mr. Ct"MM1NG tecri, rd an immrc1iaf(' I c-

(, '2 



ply from Mr. COlTRTENA Y, signifying that "he 

" should Dot fail to bring it before the Board, 

.. with every endeavour in his power, to give 

" effect to his (Mr. CUMMING'S) wishes." But 

circumstances existing which, in the opinion of 

Mr. COURTENAY, and the Members of the Board 

to whom he shewed Mr. CUMMING'S applic~ 

tion, induced them to postpone the formal 

consideration of it, at that time, the subject 

stood over, until the. 18th May 1810, when a 

copy of the Board's proceedings thereupon was 

transmitted to Mr. CUMMING, in a letter fi'om 

Mr. COUItTEN.H of the same date. Mr. CUM~ 

MING had then very largely added to his me~ 

moirs, &c. 

The subject was brought before the Board, 

in the following .... .kommunication from Mr. 

COUR'I'ENAY:-

., I have also to call the Board's attention to 

" a letter, which was addressed to me on the 

" 14th August 1818, by Mr. CUMMING, request­

" ing that certain memoirs and documents pre-



"pared by him, and relating to the internal 

"admiriBtration of India, might 'be acknow­

" 'ledged on the proceedings of the Board! 

" The Members of the Board before whom this 

" letter was laid, were, I believe, ful1y sensible 

" of the value of these papers, and very desirous 

" of attending to Mr. CUMMING'S wishes; but 

" there was a difficulty, as to the mode of corn­

u pliance. 

" I now suggest, that Mr. CUMMING should 

"be informed, that the papers to which he 

"refers, or any others subsequently prepared 

" by him, and which are not of a temporary 

" impurtance only. shall be fairly copied, at the, 

" expense of the office, and presefved in the 

" library. 

"In compilin~hese papers, and in the 

" execution of his duty, as head of the Revenue 

"and Judicial Department, Mr. CUMMING has 

"expended sums, not inconsiderable, in the 

" purchase of Parliamentary ;md other Papers, 

" necessary for the pursuit of his investigations. 



U The Board, I feel confident, will ,ACknow­

"ledge the propriety of reimbursi"l to Mr. 

~'CUMMING the expense which he has in­

U curred,. 

"(Signed) THos. PERE: COURTENH." 

E.rtract qf Proceedings if the Board, 

dated 18th Alay 1816. 

"The suggestion'! of the Secretary to tne 

" Board, with regard to the memoirs that have 

"been compiled by Mr. (UMMING, appear tv 

II me to be very proper, as far as they go; 

"but I think we should not sufficiently mark 

"our sense of the merits of a collection, in 

" which so much valuable information has been 

* The expense which ~lad Incurred, on the above ac­
count (chiefly in thepurchaseofb~s and pamphlets, both old 
and new), could not, on the most ~erate calculatIOn he can 
form, have amounted in 1816, to less than £160, and at the 
time of his resignation to less than £300 ; and as he stated In 

the memoir which accompanied his letter to Mr COURTE"AY 

on that occasion, respecting his past services, and wluch IS 

referred to at page 19, those publications not only" related 
" to his immediate profeSSIonal pursuits," but were " ali re­
" qUllite for hIm to possess, as tools are to a worlrman.·' 



"ably arranged and digested, if we were not 

"to present Mr. CUMMING, with as large a 

" gratuity as the state of the Office Fund will 

" admit of. I therefore propose that, a sum 

" of £300 be granted to Mr. CUMMING: and 

" that he be requested to continuo a work that 

"is particularly calculated to be of public 

" service. in a department so subject to a 

" change of Members as that of the Board of 

" Control .. 

(Signed) " JOHN SVI.LIVAN." 

" The Board participate in the sense enter­

" tained by Mr. SUI.LIVAN of the value of the 

l< Such an invitation from Mr. SULLIVAN, who, on hili 

appointment to a seat at the Board in the year 1812, brought 
with lum a mind richly stored with a knowledge of East­
Indi.l affairs. which he had ll.adt' hi" particular study from 
an early period of life, and ~ho took a must active part in 

the business of the Board at ~ommibsioners, especially in 
what related to the intwal iiovernment of India, operated 
as a powerful incitem"-to Mr. CUMMING, to prosecute the 
work in which he had 80 far proceeded; assisted also as he 
had hitherto been by Mr. SULLIVAN, and for .,everal year. 
subsequently, by the advantage of his information. He 
owes it to Mr. SULLIVAN to d,~dare, that his perseverance in 
that work, is to be greatly ascribed to the encouragement 
he received flam him, dUring !\j~ progress in these Researchel. 



" works which have been furnished the office 

" by Mr. CUMMING, anri desire that the Secre­

H tary do convey their sentimtnts to that gen­

" tieman, and request his acceptance of the sum 

"of £"'00. 

(Signed) "T:WOMA<; WALLACE. 

"JOHN SULLIVAN. 

" LOW1 HER." 

This sum, it will be seen, was not tendered 

to Mr. CUMMING as the quantum meruit of 

the services referred to, m the above Minutes. 

Viewed in that light, it could not be consi­

dered much more than would have been a 

fair remuneration to a junior clerk, for the 

mere drudgery and time employed, out of 

office hours, in transcribing the memoirs m 

qlH'stion They engaged Mr CUMMING'S pri­

vate hours, for about .. x years,' in composing 

them, and m collecting and~esting the mate­

rials; and a considerab1e part of these memoirs 

and treatises were fairly copied by himse1f, or 

by a private amanuensis whom he occasionally 

employed for that purpo!'f', and who was chiefly 



paid f01' his trouble, out of Mr. CU:\lMHW'S own 

pocket. The Minutes of the Commissioners be. 

speak the "pirit in which this pecuniary offer was 

made. It was a gratuity, to use the words of Mr. 

COURTENAY'S Letter to Mr. CUMMING, notifying 

to him the Board's resolution, "in token of the 

" Board's sense of the merits of a collection, in 
"' " which so much valuable information had been 

" arranged and digested," that thjs sum of £800 

was voted to him; it was proposed by Mr. 

~TJLLIVAN, not as an adequate remuneration, but, 

as being, "as large a gratuity as the state of the 

" Office fund would admit:" and it was larger 

in amollllt, than could be spared from it, without 

considerable illcollvenience. The low condition 

of tin.: finances of the Doard prevented Mr. 

CUMMING from applying to the Boarn for any 

compensation 011 the above account, nor did he v 
thcro look for any, exc~ the repayment of the 

charges he had incurred in books and other 

publications. 

It is this collectIOn of papers, with the con­

siderable additions made to them in the following 

H 
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seven years, of which the present Board and Mr. 

SULLIVAN speak in thtir Minutes of 18~3, as 

forming a part of the services which Mr. CUM­

MING had performed, during the sixteen years 

he had charge of the Revenue and Judicial 

Departments. 

t' 
In the year 1813, the salaries of the heads of 

departments ~ere thus fixed: Accountant's, 

after ten years' service, £ 1,150; and the heads of 

the Political and Secret Departments, of the 

Revenue and Judicial; of the Military and of 

the Public and Commercial Departments, £80U, 

after having served twenty years. 

I n the year 1816, t he office of Chief (lerk, 

whose sala.ry, after serving upwards of twenty 

years, was £1,000" having been abolished, on its 

then becoming vacan~ annual sum to that 

amount, became appropriable from the office funds 

to other purposes ; and it was applied, in augment­

Ing the salaries of the Assistant Secretary, the 

heads of the Political and Secret, and the Revenue 

and Judicial Departments, and the Military De-
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partment, and of some (lithe junior clerks. 

The head of the Military Department, from his 

seuiority of standing on the establishment, 

stood next in succellsioll to the chief clerkship, 

and he was granted a special allowance of 

£~oo, as a compensation for his loss of expect­

ancy, making his salary 'equal to that of the 

'abolished office, viz., £1,000 per auuum. The 

salaries of the heads of the Political and Secret. 

and the Revenue and Judicial Departments, were 

augmented to the same amount, by a special 

allowance of £200 "in consideration" (as it 

was stated in the Minute of Mr. CANNING and 

the other MembeIs of the Board) "of their 

.. eminent services" These two gentlemen, 

~tanding as they did, in rank on the establish­

ment, next after the gentleman who was at the 

head of the Military Department, aud who, but 

for the abolition of t~ office of Chief Clerk, 

would have succeedfci to it, in rotation: the 

discontinuance of that office, operated as a pro­

portionate loss of expectancy to them also, and 

this expect.ncy was the less distant from the 

little prospect there then wa:!!, that the chief of 

H Q 



the ~1 ilitary Department, had he been promoted 

to the above office, would have long remained 

on the establishmcnt of the office; from which 

indeed ,he retired, two years afterwards. It 

was not, therefore, solely in consequence of 

their particular services, that the head of the 

P01itical and Secret Departments, and 1\1 r. CUM­

MING, received the addition of £200 to theft. 

salaries; but, as afterwards explained, in the 

year 1821, by Mr. COURTENAY, "partly, in 

" consequence of tho abolition of an office to 

" which the clerks who received the allowances 

" (meaning the special augmentation of £200 to 

" their salaries) had a fair claim to look forward; 

.. and partly, in considcration of very !;uperior 

" merit in those who were nearest in succes­

" sion;tt the latter part of which observation, 

it is apprehended, could be meant to have refer­

ence only, to the t~g~t1emen last alluded to, 

and not to the one wh!' stood in immediate 

succession to the abolished office. 
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c. 

IN the Debate that took place in the House 

of Commons on the 1 Qth of June last, respecting 

theSuperannuationBiJI," LORlJBINNING took that 

occasion of bringing undC'r the notice of the 

House, the past sen ices of Mr. CUMMING. In 

giving his snpport to the Bill then under their 

consideration, and aft('r having declared his 

opinion, that in the desire of Parliament to reduce 

the public expenditure, they had gone too far, in 

limiting the discretion of the Crown, in regard 

to the granting superannuation allowances to 

per:;onsemployed in the Government OffiCL>S; and 

after observing that, a<; the law ::.tood, mallY of 

t1ll!m were very indifferently provided for, on 

their retirement: he next pointed out the 

peculiar hardship, in this particular, to which 

the officers of t~n • ..J Board were subject, 

whose retiring pensions were regulated by a 

separate act of the Legislature, which made no 

provision whatever, as was done in respect to 

the officers In the other departments of the 

Aszaf/f "flwllla!.!flT lu/l/ J 824 
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State, for extraordinary services, whatever might 

be their value and importance. His 1.0rdship 

stated, that while he was on this subject, he 

could not, in justice, forbear from adverting to 

the case of a most meritorious and faithful 

servant of that Board, Mr. Cu MMING, who was 

appointed to the office in 17U3, and had a year 

ago retired from it, after thirty-one years of emi­

nent service. For more than half of that period, 

he held the situation of head clerk of the Reve­

Due and Judicial departments, which comprized 

every thing relating to the internal government 

of our extensive dominioD'S in India; aU the 

affairs of these great departments passed thro~gh 

his hands; and during the whole of this period, 

he had devoted his time in compiling informa­

tion, elucidatory of this most important and 

difficult subject, fin beyond his fair portion of 

duty, and with a zeal?,¥, ~iduity unexampled 

in the office. 

The proceedings preparatory to the renewal 

of the Charter in 1813, involved an inquiry into 

the whole of LORD CORNWALI_IS'S measure~ fur 

the administrahon of the revenues and of justlee 



in India; and the greatest advantages were, on 

that occasion, derived from the highly valuable 

compilations of Mr. CUMMING, in aid of that 

inquiry, as well as from his other labours and 

researches in reference to it, which were of an 

extraordinary kind.· To him was eminently due 

the credit of many beneficial arrangements, set 

forth in the Fifth Report of the Select Commit· 

tee of the House of Commons, respecting the 

internal administration of India: for his share 

in which Report, the sum of £500 was voted 

to him by the House, and in terms which mark­

ed the value set upon the services he had 

rendered to the CommitteE 

" J n the concluding paragraph of their Second Report order­
ed to be printed on the 4th May 1810, the Select Committee, 
haTing Mated that "tht·y had thus gone through the detail 
" of the Financial Concerns of the Company in India, with 
" as much minuteness, as the documents ill their possession 
" enabled them to do,..l~ subject appean·d to them 
" to require, &c." ob~ed tllat " the ilIvestigation into the 
, Commercial Concema of the Company, at horne and 
"abroad, and into their system W Go'Vernment in India, 
" would form the materials of future Reports, as the impor­
"tance of those topics, in any general inquiry into the 
"affairs of the Ea~t-India Company, rendered it highly 
"expE'dient that thC'y ~hottld recdve a 8eparate and df'h-



T..be -eOllt.inued and unrem.itting exertions of 
this gentleman, in the same important and 

"berate cOllilideration." From the year 1782, up t" this 
time, there had been no inquiry in Parliament, into the latter 
subject. In this long interval of nearly thirty years, not 
only had our possessions in that quarter of the globe. 
before very great, become. through unavoidable circum­
stances, enormously extended; but the whole frame and 
principles of governing this immense empire bad undergone 
a complete change. This great change took place about' the 
period of the renewal of tfe Company's Charter in 1793; 
and, on this occasion, it was indeed briefly glanced at by the 
late LORD MELVILLE, in his speech in the House of Com­
mOllS of the 23d April of that year, on proposing the Rt.'So­
lutions respecting the new Charter: [.hat sPf'ech relating 
primarily and almost exclusively to th(' question of the trade 
with India, whether it should be laid open or be put on the 
footing of a regulated monopoly in the hands of the Company. 
or be continued, as it then was. The new systems for the 
civil administration of the provinces, were also, on several 
subsequent occasions, touched upon by LORD MEL VILLE, 

and his successor in the office of Minister for India, LORD 
CASTLEREAGH, in their annual Budget Speeches; but that 
was all. In short, the only points of Indian detail on which 
any clear or substantial ' had been laid before 
Parliament, since the of any material 
importance. concerned the Finances, the Trade, the Wars in 
India. and the acquisitions of territory, the charges against 
LORD WELLESLEY involving the political measures of his 
administration, the disturbances in the Madras Army, and 
a f...,-oMter matters. 

T'he extent and arduousness of the inquiry into which the 
Select Committee were about to enter in the year uno, 



arduous path of investigation, and the ability 

with which he pursued it, contributed very 

respecting the system of Government in India, induced them 
to call in the aid of the late SAMUEL DAVIS, Esq., * who had 
not long before returned from Bengal, where he hnd been 
employed for many years, with great advantage to the "Public 
service, in the revenue and judicial branches of it, for the 
purpose of furnishing them with a connected view of the 

• affairs of internal govemment within the possessions subject 
to the Presidencies of Fort William and Fort St. George. 
Mr. DAVIS was on this occasIOn referred to Mr. CUMMING, by 
Mr. DUNDAS, the present LORD .MEl VILLE, then Chairman 
of the Committee, and President of tile India Board, to 
supply him with such official records in his departments, at. 
Mr. DAVIS might desire to consult and to peruse. Thi!l 
brought Mr. DAVIS and Mr. CUMMING into much personal 
communication; and in a few months afterwards, that gen­
tleman proposed to the Committee that he should confine 
Limself to the preparing of n sketch of that flart of the 
general subject relating to the Bengal Territories: and that 
Mr. CUMMING should be called upon to prepare the sketch 
relating to the Madras Provinces; a proposition in which the 
Committee acquiesced. Such a call was 8S flattering ail 
it was unexpected to him, more especially as there ",al 
b.1t one Commissioner of ~ J....J.ia Board, Mr. WALL ACIi:, 
who was at all aware ~ ~MMING had previously 
directed his attention, for some years, to the study of the 
internal GovemllM!'nt of India; and it was only by un 
accidental circumstance, which occurred in the office a few 
months before, that Mr. WALLACE became acquainted with 
the fact. Mr. CUMMING forthwith engaged in the perform-



largeli to. throw light on various pOints of Indian 

government and policy, intimately connected 

ance of die work thus consigned to him; and it occupied 
him, in the manner described in his letter to Mr.ColJRTENA. Y, 

dated tlle 7th May 1823. In this sketch, a systematic 
review, was taken of the early history and .progress of the 
internal government within the possessions of Fort St. George, 
particularly explaining the nature and principles of the variou~ 
modes which had been adopted, or wert. then in practlct:, for 
the administration of !lIe Revenues; of tht; native institutions 
and usages of tlle people, in reference to their swte, both 
social and political; their purpose!! and uses, and tllrir natural 
connection with the management of the revenues and the 
administrati<m of justice among the natives. This sketch 
al.o included a particular descriptioll of the sta\!tl of landt,d 
propl'rty, and the tenures by which it was held; ant! of the 
relative rights of all descriptIOns of persons connected with 
the lIoil, from the Rajahs, Poligars and Zemindars, down 
to !lIe Ryots or immediate pO~l>eS80rS and cultivators ot'it. 
The only aid Mr. CUMMING could derive in his investigation 
from former Parliamentary Reports, consisted in the scanty 
information afforded in those of the Committee of Secresy. 
appointed in the year 1782, "to inquire i'lto the causes 9f 
War in the Carnatfc, ~c." when we p081lessed scarcely any 

other territory, in th3ee . s than the Northern Circars, 
and a tract of'land au seat of Government, called 
the Company', Jaghire; since whic period, our territories In 

the Peninsula ware enlarged, by the acquisition of the Barah­
mahl districts, the provinces of Malabar and Canara, of 
Coimbatore and Dindigul, the province of Tanjore, and the 
whole of the Arcot country; and he ClIll also safely \tenture 
to declare, that in the account he gave of the intern&1 
admimltratlon of these extensive p08l'leSitioDI, there wt.'l'e 



with the welfare of the millions of the IfOple 

living under the British rule, in that quarter of 

not any official lources of information within his reach, 
either among the recvrdl! of the India House or the Board 

of Commissioners, that could throw light on the subject of 
his inquiries, which he did not diligelltly and carefully 
examine; in addition to which, he had full and frequent com­
munications, during the progress of his inquiries, witl) lome 
of the best informed and most enlightened men then in 
England, who had been employed in carrying on the affair~ 
of civil Government ill the Peninsula. It was for this 

service that the House of Commons, on the 27th July 1814, 
voted Mr. CUMMING the sum of £500,* as stated by LORD 

BINNING in his speech. 
When ute Fifth Report was printed and circulated, which 

was in the latter end of the year 1812, the EARL of 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE was President of the India Board, to 

which he had a few months hefore been appointed. or 
the influence and effects of this Report, 011 the deJibet'ationll 
and proceedings of the Board, during that Noble Lord', 
administration of the Indian Department, (whose general 
policy, in regard to the internal government of India, 
it may be observed, has linee been adhPfed to and followed 
up by the different Boards of Commissioners which have 

succeeded,) reference m~e .Jl1~de to a Memoir written 
by Mr. SULLIVAN, the ~~tor of LORP BUCKING­

HAMSHIRE, soon after the dcCt>ase of his noble friend in 
1816, which he~ thought proper to place among the records 
of the India Office. exhibiting a general view of the mea.urell 
of his administration. 

In this paper, after referring to the era of 1793, when 

• F", ,'ot" of thp H"lI''', "d, i'luPl'l.lI1tnt .~. 
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the tobe. He retired from his office, at the 

age of forty seven, with a constitution com-

the settlement of the land revenue in perpetuity was 
introduced into the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 

and afterwards into Benare8 in 1795, and to the intention 
entertained of extending the same ilystem throughout the 
modern territories on that side of IndIa, obtained since 1801, 

called the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, and the province 
of Cuttack, and to the whole of the Madras territories, where it 
had been al&o introduced partially only, Mr. SULLIVAN ob­

served that "the introduction of this new sy~tem into the more 
" recently acquired tern tories, formed part of the inve~tiga­
" tions which occupied the Select Committee of the I1l1use 
" of Commons, whose ~ittil1gs con'menced in 1810, and were 
" extended to the two following yt,ars;" that, " after a labo­
" J-iou8 examination of doculllel't~, ~he Committf'e prescnte-l 
" 6 full and interesting Report in the latter year, de<,cribing 
e the existing .state of the internal administration of the great 

" departments of revenue and judIcature within the British 
" Indian territories here referred to;" that "the publication 

" of that valuable Report might he conbidered to have 
.. formt'd another epoch in Indian history;" that "a mabS of 
"lOformation highly important, but v.hieh had, till then, 
e, been confined within a oomp'aratively narrow circulation, 

"was brought into notlc~he Committee;" and that 
.. a consIderable sens~.~ed by their Report in 
" the public mind." To thi~ Mr StJI LIVAN added, "LORD 

" BUCKINGIIAMSHIRE and his coJleuguf's (one of ",110m was 
.. Mr. \VALLACE, who ]md been Clllurman of the Select 

.. Committee, during the period it was engaged in prep.uing 
" that Report, and had been a member of the B&'lrd for a 
.. considerable number of year~) were early impressed w;th 

" lUI anxioUI solicitudl' that the (,Ollr~(' of inIJll1l v which the 



pletely shattered, through intense applieatt;n to 

the business of the departments under his imme-

" Committee had pursued should be followed up. and that, 

"in the mean time, no measure should be undertaken 

" abroad, which could preclude the BlIthorities at home from 

"endeavouring to give effect to such suggestions of the 
"Committee. as further inquiries and further experience 
" might shew were calculated to remedy. the defects that 
., were pointed out, and which were stated to extend to each 
" of the branches of the system of 1793, that have been 
" alluded to," vi~., to the rt:vcnue and judicial, including the 
police; and that ,. the authoritIes at home were governed 

" by. and acted upan, those principles, in their proceedings." 
B.ut the influence and effects of the general vicw. and 

principles respecting the internal government of India, ex­
plained and unfolded in the Fifth Heport, but more par­

ticularly in til at part of it, which it devolve;t;~ Mr. CUM-
. ... I d d I v, -.r:- l' MING, III commurllcatlon WIt 1 an un er t 1e r mten( mg 

eye of Mr. WALLACE, then Chairman of the Committee, to 
prcpace for its consideration, arc more fully exhibited in 
the correspondooce with the several Presidencies since the 
publication of that document; and the arrangements abroad, 
alluded to by LORD BINNING, which havc bf!en adopted in 
the pO~lessions of Fort St. George, in those at Bombay 
ubtained prcviously to the l~"f Mahratta War, and in the 

I . 
general meUilUres already PI' ~".,,-,i:·~ow in progn'ss, under 
the Government of BengiC" It may be added, with respect 

to that palt of the Heport just referred to, that tl1e correct­
ness of the statemcnts therein given of the municipal insti­
tutions alld usages of the native5, in the Peninsula, as it 

concerns thc admilll~tration of the revenues and of justice, 
and the right" and privileges (If those connected with the 
soil, have derivt'd the strongeRt cOI;/innation from the infor-
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diatefharge; and with no better provision, than 

if he had been employed, in the mere routine 

duties of a common clerk, and as if his time 

aDd attention had been engaged in the perform­

ance of them, during the stated hours of' official 

service only. LORD BINNING observed, tl1at 

this was a striking instance of the inconvenience 

of the limitation, which had been set to the power 

of the Crown, to reward conspicuous services, 

on the part of the public officers of Government. 

Jt was not, he said, from partiality that he spoke 

mation contained in the Reports of Mr. ELPHINSTONB and 
SIB JOHN MALCOLM, re~pectlDg the recently acquired 
territories in the Deccan, and in Central India, which were, 
on being added to the Britl!.h dominion in India, plared under 
the ndminibtratlOD of those two eminent ind",iduall. 

With respect to the sum of £500, which was granted him 
by Parliament for his services to the Select Committee, 'Mr. 

CUMMING can have no hesi tion, in expre&sing his belief, 
that it neyer was ('onsidered y those who were the means 
of obtaining it for him, as uste compensation for those 
services; nor did h ' hey would be so remu· 
nerated, by a parliamentary vote. But he received the 
above-mentioned sum, without any observation. on its 
inadequacy, gratified certainly by the handsome manner in 
wInch the vote was expressed; but certamly looking forward 
to the day, when his services to the Committee would, in 
!lome other way, secure for him a more substantial and 
Pfrmanent reC'ompense. 
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of Mr. CUMMING, but from a thorough ~ow. 

ledge of his distinguished merits; and, itf con­

firmation of what he had said respecting him, 

he read to the House some extracts from the 

Minute recorded by the Board on his resigna­

tion, and the separate Minute of Mr. CANNING. 

LORI> BINNING said thus much of that gentle-

I man, in the hope that his eminent public service 

might not be passedi'ver by the House. 

Mr. TRANT observed, that although he did 

not agree with Mr. CUMMING, in all his opinions 

and views on revenue and judicia] questions, he 

had much pleasure in expressing the sense he 

had of his great merits; and his opinion, that 

the services he had performed were highly 

deseJ:Ving of special remuneration. 

P"nlf"d b) Cox Il/ld Baylis, Great Queen Stre4>t, 
Linc:oln's-Illn ReId •. 


