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INDIA PAST AND PRESEN1? 

INTRODUCTION. 

PALSE IDEAR OF THE PAST. ,. 

" The past," Tennyson says, 
'·Shall always wear 

A glory from its being far .. 

The ignorant and half-educated in all ages and in aU countries 
have looked upon the past as the Goldes:l, and the present as tne 
Iron, Age. Ten ce~turies before the Christian era, Solomon 
g8ve thE' cautlOn, "Say not the former days, were bettt'r than 
these; for thou Gost not inquhe wIsely concernmg this." The 
poet Horace hved in the Augustan age of Rome, yet there were 
thf'n " praiRers of bygone hmt's." Indians now entertain exactly 
the same feelings with regard to the d£'ciE'nsion of tileir country 
as Enghshmen who talk of the" good old tunes." Macaulay, in 
hIe; History oj England, thue; combats the 

" Delusion which leads men to overrate the happiness of proo:lding 
generations." • 

"In trutt we are under a deception similar to' that which misleads 
the ka.veUer in the Arabian desert Beneath the caravan a.ll b dry and 
bare; bl,lt far in a.dvance ·and far in the rear, is the ~mbJa.llee of 
refreshing waters. The pilgrims basten forward and find notbio@ J>W; 
swd w bere, an bour before, t.hey ha.d seen a. la.ke They tum tlulir 
eyes a.nd see a la.ke· wh&\,o a.n hour before, ihey were toilillg ~hrougl:; 
sand. A similar illusion leems to haunt na.tions ~rough every stage of 
the long progress from poverty and barbadsm to the hIghest degreea of 
opulence a.nd Qivilisa.tion. But, if w('< resolutely chase the mirage ,,~, 
WaoMt we sha.ll find it recede before If$ into ee regious dI fabulous 
antiquity:. It ls/IiJPW ih8 fyhion $0 placp- tbp goltien. age of E.ugia~ in 
times when ru>I;)lemen we~ AeEltitute of eomforls the w"d,"\lt wbich 
"c~ld be int;olerable to' modei:n 10 ,.n .. when men di$;{ 1M.. 

ip T1)e purest country Air tbMJ thet now die in the most pestil&l:ltial 
labes of O\tt to".s, 1lI1(l wbco men:<1~ if'Ster i.n llbe la.nes at llur towW 
itum the,. tlOW ~ oil the coa.st Qf ~.'J 



2 INDIA: PAS'ljAND PRESENT • 

• "Since ehildhood J lfave been seeing nothing but progress, 
and hearing of nothing but decay." The evils now comp.1ained of 
are, j:le says, "",ith scarcely an exception old. That which is 
!few, is the intelligence which discerns, and the humanity wpich 
rLedics tht'tlb" 

The words of Burke, applied to England last cen~ury, 
·largelY-1represt>ttt tPE> state of Indian feeling in this cou,ntr1 at 
present :;-

"The~e birds of evil presage at all times have grated our ears with 
their melancholy song; and by some strange fatality or other, it has 
generally happened that they have po1lted forth their loudest and "eep­
est lamentations tat the periods of our plost abundant prospt'rity." 

THE YUGAS OF THE HINDr SACRED BOOKS. 

The foregoing false idejts of the past have been entertained 
~n in England. Hindu icfeaE. are partly influenced hy thp de­
scrivtions of the four Yugas gIven in tQeir own Sacred Rook.,. 
" India: Past ani! Present" is thus de<;cl'ihpd: 

The Krit& was the age in which righteousness was eternal \\ hen 
duties did not Idnguish nor people decline. No efforts were made by 
men, the fruit of the eartH was obtained hy their mere 'Wish. There 
was no malice, weeping, pride, or deceit; DO ~ontention, no hatred, 
cruelty, fear, affiictiQ,,'1, jealousy, or envy. The castes alike in the1r 
functions, fulfilled their duties, were unceasingly devoted to one deIty. 
and used one formula, one rule, and one rite. Though they had separatf> 
duties, they had but ont' Veda, and practisf'd onf' duty. 

The duration of life was 4,000 years. 
In the Treta Yuga sacrifices commenced, righteousness de­

creased by one-fourth, men adhered to truth aud were devoted to a 
righteousness dependent on ceremonies. Sacrifices prevailed with holy 
acts b.nd a variety of rites. Men acte~ with an object in view, seeking 
after reward for their rit&! and gifts, and were no !onge. disposed to 
austerities and to liberality from a simple feeling of duty 

The 'duration of lifll was 3,000 years • 
In the 1Yw'~ y~ righteousness was diminished one-baH. 

The V cda became fonrfold. Some men studied four Vedas, others thrf'e, 
othen\ two, others one, and some none at all. Ce'remonies were cele­

r )rated in a great variety of ways. From tbt decline of goodness few 
men adbered to truth. When men had fallen away from goodness, 
many diseases, desire!'!, and calamities, caused by destiny, assailed 
them by which they !re sever.!ly afiUcted and driven to practIse 
austerities: Others des 'ng h,avenly bliss ~ffered sacrifices. Thus 
met declined througl~ nn hfoousness. 

~!l~'uurati~n o~ li~_~~~ 2:3 yearjlll ______ _ 

* Qnoted III Strachey'l! Fttumcial PuiUc WOt'KS of Illdio, p. 12. 
t DOW~OIl\'" lhctwnary of Hind1i JI"Uw/;o{N, pp. SSi, 9Sl}. 



~NDlAN IDEAS OF PAST, TIMES tRAWN FROM POETR1",'ETU. a 
• The Ka.li Yuga. is thus described inlthe Vishnu .rurana.: 

TM observance of caste, order, and itlstitutes, will not prevail in 
the Kaii1age. Acts of penance will be unattended b~ any results •• AU 
orda,s of life will be common alike to aU persons. Gold, jewels, an!' 
olothes, will all hcl.ve perished, a.nd their hair will be .the only DOlI. 
ment with which women can decorate themselves. Cows will be held 
in #steem only Il.S they supply milk. The people will be almost .. lways 
in dread of dearth; they will all live like hermits upon leaves and roots 
and fruits, and put a period to their lives through fear of want. Women 
will be short of stature, gluttonous; they will be scolds.and liars 
WOl{Jen will bear children at th(j,.age of 5,.6, or 7 years; and men beget 
them when they are 8, 9, 10. X man will be grey when he is 12; and 
no one will exceed 20 years of life . 

According to the popular idea, the PaE.t was the Golden Age of 
India. A" Ttrritorial Mahflraja," writing to the A.~iatic Qual" 
terly Review, refels to "the halcyon (peaceful) (lays of Hin,$ 
bovereignty." The country w~& rolling in wealth. In a recent 
Bombay lecture Mrh. Desant SaId to her hearers: 

"In the days of old you were a great commercial people; you 
were good shipbuilders, sending your ships over the whole world and 
carrying on great commerce (eileen). y~ may read 1Jistory and y~u 
will lind that only be~een 300 and 400 years ago ships built in India. 
sil-iled up to the Thames and to London, and were rE'garded with envy 
and admiration because of their admirable "orkmt.nship (lu'a?', hear),'" 

On the other hand, the pre"cnt, under the Hritlsh Government, 
is the Kali Yuga, when things are becoming worse and worse. 
" This is the Kali Yuga," is considered a. suffiClen~ explanation 
for every evil. 

INDIAN IDEAS O:F PAST rIMES DB,AWN FROM POETRY 

AND IMAGINATIO~ 

The late Cambridge Professor of Sanskrit says :-
" The very word histo,"y hns no corresponding Indian exp~ision. 

In the vernaculars derived from the Sanskrit we use the word tttltaj­
a curious compound 'of three words, ztt, lia, (~'a, which almost corre­
spond in meaning 12) our ~ld nursery phrase, 'There was once upon " 
tIme,' In Sanskrit authors, the name means simply a legend. , . Frau! 
the very earliest ages down to our own day, the Hindu mind acems 
never to ha.ve conceived such a.n i~a as an authentic record of p~t 
fa.cts based on evideace. It has rem~ned !r/m generatiotJI to gener­
ation sta.tiona.r~ in thlG clfldition whTcb. JIIjI Gtlbte has describei so 
vividly in the first two ~1\1i~ of bis lIisti>ry of G,.eece. The idlest 
leg-end has passed euntat as ,eadUI as ah~ most fttutbentio f~ay,: 
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more reri:ily. "'l18$ it is 1bore ttkely to charm the i~on : aM, 
in this pha$e of mind, im~nation &IIld feeling supply the only proof 
which is needea to win the l:!e1iet of the audience." '.' 
•• 1 

The late Oxford Profes.sor of Sanskrit bea.rs similar iesti­
mooy. Refelting to Indian epic poetry, he says:-

"13rahllla.nism, claiming a. monopoly of all knowledge, buman.nd 
divine, ha.s-appropriated this, as it has every other department of litera­
ture, a.nd warped it to its own purposes. Its policy being to cheek the 
developmf1Pt of intellect, and keep the inferior castes in perpetual <lhild­
bood, it encouraged an appetjte for exaggeration more monstrous and 
absurd than would be tolerated in ~e most extravngant EurdtJean 
fairy tale. The' more improbable thjl statement, the more childish 
delight it wa.s calculated to awaken." . 

V 8.lmiki makes the city Ayodhya 96 ruiles lona and 80 broad, 
H adorned with lUountaiq-lif:c palaces, g-littering with goms, and 
~d with "'pULLing places for females, and like unto Indra's 
Amaravltt!." Compared with such a cit,r, London dwindleo into 
insignificance. 

Krishna is said to have come from DwarakS to Abhhnanyu's 
ma.rriage attended by a hundred millions of horse anr1 a hundred 
billions of foot-soldiers. ;J)waraka was a town in the Kathiawar 
Peninsula, which is not very large, yet it is~aid to ha.ve 'Sent far 
more men to the Jllarriage than the whole population ot too 
globe. lrfaluibharata, Virata J>arva. 

" STHICTER CRITEIUA OF TRUTH" THE GREAT 
WANT OF INDIA. 

Bit' H. 8. Maine, one of the 1\blest men that over calUe to 
India, says: 

" Where the but'Km ~ntclleet had been tr((,~n(Jd Ht all beJore the chtab­
ltohrMfI,t oj the Brtttsh.-buiian Empire, et stow in need, beforc everytkwg 
else,o/stricter criteria of trnth." , 

ne describes the IndIan intelleet as " elabbratety ina.ceuraw ; 
IJ is supremely and deliberately careless 04all precision in n13gni­
tude, number, and time." 

" Time," says Monier-Williams, "is mea.sured by millions of 
y~ars; space by mill(ons of n!iles i and if So hattle has to be 
de~ribed~ nothing ~s \ho~J1. of it unless millions of soldiers, 
elephants. and horses ~ bWught into tl\~ ~l(t.u • 
. ..!,,-...lae patriotism is another die~u,rbi1;l' element, interf~riog 
with a correct view of things. o( 

The lour Yugas of the Rin<Iu Sacred Books are the o~te 
of the truth. The B.i.nt arrQW fleads1 fooRa: 1\U &'ter • world, 



flEW OF 'flIB 8I'rl7A!ftft liOT ~nnSTlc. I 

1il00w that the 'Primitive state at M~ Merywhere W"'s ~rialf" '" 
and tha~Jhe advf41ee to civilization has- been very gadua'r. 

At ~medaba.d Dr. Bnandhatkat sa.id~ , 
II In <IOtlelnsion, anow me to remind you tbat tbe ~ d,isoovery rl 

the nineteenth century-the le.w of evoluti0n-1B reoeirit« dadirmatiOl'l 
fro~ every side. The Jaw implies tha.t there hal1l been thl'oughoQt the 
univer~ lit progress in the ma.teria.1 as well as the spiritual wQrm (rom 

fe simple to the complex, from the dead to the living. from good iIo 
tier, from the irra.tional to the rationa.l. This is the law of God, and 

, instea.d of obstinately olinging to what is ba.d and irrational we 
mov~ forwards to what is good J.Lnd rational we shall I?e obeying the 
la.w of the universe and co-operating with God. If, llowever, we 
continue. to go down from what· is Lad to what is worse, from good 
to had and from the rational to the irra.tional as we ha.ve been doing for 
so many centurJps, we shall have to seek another universe t.o live in." 

The President of the Ahmedabad Congress thus pointed ogj. 
the difficulty of forming an nnbia&ea judgment. After referritig 
to the Education Qucsti()n, he said: • 

"The economic problem is a more contentious one, ~nd affords 
ground for wider differences of opinion, coloured, 1. am afraid, by 
offICial and party bias. Here we outer upfijl an tl;ltogethcr morc diffi· 
cult sphere, where thQl atmosphere is surcharged with the heat of par­
tiiau controversy, and where the combatants have already taken up 
definite sides, to which they arc attached hy id\ercbts and passionb 
which Ulu~t seriously interfere with the impartial consideration of the 
problem," \.... 

India halO rlO\-\- trained lawyers. lUeu accustomed to weigh 
evidence. There is also a minority sincerely de&irous of knowing 
the truth. The attention at such is invited to the following 
statements. • 

The &a:ing ot Sir Madhava How jhould be po'lldere~ by 
educated Hindus; • 

"What is not.TRUE is not PATRIOTI~." • • 
It is best that the people of India. should understand tl.1.e 

,3xa.ct situation. Without this, it is impossible to detetbIine 
correctly what sbo'UJd 1" done. There is the encouragement thatf 
truth conquers in the end, Sat yam jaYflti. 

VIEW OF THE SITUAT~N NOT "oPl'IMISTIO. 

On the co~rarYJ tfle ~jter agre~1. .viti tht followi'; opini8ns 
exnressed by men Of ~i ~ ~xperje!'.lce ~ 

• Sir William llunAI" ys: ~ 
-.. ;W ~ng qf .. w~ • lQii ... Gre,atI Britain may '~lJdly look 

back. bIU ~ 1XIQt" 1 .. 1mXi~y f~'~ 



6 INDIA: PAst AND PREsENT. 

Mr. Crooke sa,ys : 
"Anxious statesmen peer into the mists which shroud !ilie future, 

,JIInt1owonder what the end of all this may be," 

Sir H. S. Mayne says: 
" India seems likely to experienoe, more than any sooiety of filen, 

that peouliar trial which follows good government. . In no .country, 
will there.be probably a severer pressure of populatIOn on food. 

"The removal of the ancient checks on over-population will force 
on the attention of the rulers of IndIa a number of gl"d.ve prohlems 
which have been very Imperfectly faoed of la.te years by the economist!> 
and statesmen of the West." 

As Earl Percy baid, " The problemb of IndHt wIll continue to 
tax the highest resources of statesmanship." • 

To meet the case, the most earnc&t cHorLs are rc()uired on 
~e part both of Govcrnmeht and people 

THREE PHOPHETS OF THE KALI YUGA. 
~ 

Messrs. Stra.chey saJ:. that bome Engli&hmen 
" Endeavour honestly and persistently to sHOw that, in oonsequenc(' 

of the wickedness qr stupidity of our Government, India is in a stllte 
bordering on bankruptcy, that its people arc becoming poorer and 
poorer, more and more miserable, more and more exposed Jo ruin and 
dea.th by fa.mine ; that crushing taxation goes on constantly increasing, 
that an enormous and ruinous tribute i& exacted from IndhL to be spent 
in England." 

These views were expressed in 'The Spohatiull oj Indta and 
IlIdc,'a bleediufl to Death. The ps.mphlets arc forgotten, but the 
spirit of them la.rgely ~survives . Some of the opiqjons of men 
who are generally" recognised by Indians as tlUstworthy guides 
will be ~xamined. c: 

MR. It. C. Dun, 

~he great merits of Mr. R. C. Dutt, in ~evcral respects, are 
cheerfully acknowledged. In the depalltment ot Literature he 
sets a noble example to his countrymen. It. is also admitted that 
pe has the welfare of his country sincerely in view. ~'rom the 
miserab~v defective ~ducatioll\l system of India, he and hi", 
c<\'llltrymen gener#tll~ha'be Brude ideas oJi.political economy, and 
acceFt as true theorie/lon~ (!.go ex»l0<!~' A fe* of Mr. Dutt's 
opir£rons will he examined... .,. 

Mr. Dutt's assertion tha11- the recent famines in India llere 
the sevtH'est ever known in tqe history of the world, wilt be 
noticed unier another head. 



rBREE PBOl"Bl:tTS OF iTBE :&:ALI tUGA. 'i 

1. Jrr. Dutt OIl the Permanerrt SettleD1ellt.-Mr. &Dnmgo( 
ton, in ~ open letter to Mr. Dutt, quotes him as making the 
following assertion : •• 

'IIThat the Permanent Settlement has saved Bengal from the worst: 
results is proved by history as completely and nnans1fera.bly as any 
economic fact oa.n be proved." • • 

On ·the contrary, every sensible man knows that its abttnd~ 
ant 8'llpplV oj rain is the real cause why Bengal does not suffer 
from fammes-not the Permanent Settlemf'nt. As Mr. Penning­
ton J¥)ints out, there are distpcts on' the West Coast of India., 
with a somewhat similar climate, which do not suffer from 
famines 'IlIIthough they have not'been permanently settled. 

Not a few educated Indian& think that a Permanent Land 
BettlellJent wOldd be the panacea for the poverty of India. 
Such are invited to consider the follo,\ing remarks: 

Bismondi, a distinguished European political economis~ 
uescrihed the Permanent Settlement of I-Jord Cornwallis as 

"One of the most unfortunate, but best intentioned, schemes 
that ever ruined a country." 

Mr. A. O. Hume, a competent and~nexceptio~able author. 
ity, characterises it a~ a " STTJPENDOUS ERROR.'':' 

• The ryots in Bengal pay several crores a ,ear to Zemindars 
which in other provinces would have gone to Government. Sit 
H. S. Cun~ingham thus points out the injusticE' of this :--

., The richest' province of India has been, to a large extent, delend· 
ed, administered, educa.ted, supplied with roads, barraclts, bospitals, 
railway!,; and canals, and relieved in famine, a.t the expense of the rest 
of the community. Ryots have been toiling in Madras and starving in 
the Deccan, in order that gentlemen., like the Rajahs of Darbhangah.JLnd 
Burdwan ma~ enjoy incomes of several hu~red thousand ponna/! a 
year free from tho rude couta.ct of the tax collector~ ha.nd."* 

. The follo,,,ing are b.iefly some of the objections M a.Per-
manent Bettlement of the Land Revenue: 

1. It would ba unjlllt.-A righteous Government sb,purd 
df'al f'quitably with-all its subjects. Ryots form about four-fifths of 
thE' popUlation of India. • Is Government to say to them, Your 
taxation shall never be increased while it will become heavier e.nd 
heavier in the case of the remainiqg fifth? Govemment require,. 
more and more money. If the lana is [lot to ,Iftlpply any £*rt Of the 
increase, the in<¥>me tal a:;d salt tax li-"S~ tltised to provide!t. 

With improved c~fivn~n land will yield thrice fltl'! .m!!ch 
as at present. Hence 10 course ot time, under the Pennanent 

• ------------ -------. ---
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Settlement the- i~. of taution wordd be olify one-third 
of it$ pre9$l1t amount. Thus the taxation oi the ryot ~ou1d be 
coItStalltly ilim\nishing, while that of the non-ryot Wpuld be 
oonstantly increasing '? Would this be justice? 
(" ll. v.a .. the PmnaDellt· Settlement India w~ld 1a.fgely 
~ in ita present d~ ~ndition, it, ~ple sulik in igP.or­
_f-:-I! tl1e people are to be educated and have a thoroughly 
ei~.a Go.arnment, the revenue must be largely increased. 

, tmlian ta,xl\tion is less than Rs. 3 per head, against ullwards 
of Re. S6 in 'England. If India is to have 1\ Government some­
\\"hat like England, the revenue m1ilst be largely increased. .This 
could be done, with ease if the la.nd bore its fair share, while it 
could be impossible nnder the Permanent Settlement. T}le only 
increa.se co111d be obtained by a crushing income tax and a 
doubled or trebled salt tax. . • 
" 3. The Kistory of <Prices forbids a Permanent '.nd 
Settlement.-Six centuries ago a labourf'f in England received, 
according to weight iu silver, only 28 'shillings It year. Four 
centuries ago, he received 358. " three centuries ago, £4-4--0; 
two centuries ago £12-12-0; in 1800, £30. With such changes 
in prices, no prudent ~o~rnment would make a. Permanent Land 
Settlement. Tll£ rapId Tall in the value of ~ilver led the Hecrf'tu,­
ry of State in ~a.rch 28th, 1883 to decide aga.mst the Permanf'pt 
Land Settlelnent 'in India. As naden-Powell say" in hiR Land 
8ystemlt of India, the questiOn among Indian authoritip" lR now 
regarded as "dead and buried," although it flurvi4es a.mon~ 
Indian political economists. 

2. Ifr. Dutt on Loans and the Public Debt.-In hiR England 
o,1td India, he has thf' following remarks:-

,." Let DS now turn to the publio Qebt. The National DE'bt of the 
Onited Kingaom was 8.£826,000,000 in 1000. In 1~9G It wa'l 
0052,000,000, inctuting the Suez Cana.l Sha.res. In otder wordfl, the 
Na.~iona.! Debt bas been reduced by '£174,000,000 in t.hirty-six yeaN 
[n India. the Na.tiona.l Debt Wall .£51,OOO,oeo in 1857 -t e J before thl 
l\fntiny. After the Mutiny it swelled to £9'1,000,000 in 1862 ; and in 
tbirl/:{ years from that date it went up to nearly .£~JOOO,OOO In other 
words, instead of being reduced, the Na.tional Dehl!- wa.s doubled withiu 
thirty yea.rs of internal peace in Indi&. 1S£! in 1892. It is scarcely It 
wise policy to a.dd to the Nationo.l Dehl; in tUnes of ~ace. If the 
~ople of India had any voice in tile man~ent of their finances they 
would ba.ve opposed s~h increa.se in the Na~ionaJ Debt; they would 
blWe tried to redue~it; ~ i~a.' been r~h1 Ep81a.nd. 

"No douht a. large portion of tbe~ W the 1lj~oo .. l Debt i<; 
dw:r-Crr the construction of railways ~d otbt4ttUblic wwks in ladla. 
But a ca.reful and prudent GovlJrnment woul haove enooul'&fli~ th\!o 
construction of such works by Priva.te companies wjt.}mt1t in",n,.,.i.nd 
debts a.nd w,ithout guaranteeing profits," pp: 14i, 143 . . - -
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The Pulili.c Debt of Engl~(1 was «m.~ GIl aeQOQt Ol 
W'a.t'!I- The OI¥Jlpa.ign$ against Na.poleon alone cost .£581 tnil&na.­
Englau(f..'kpends no money on irrigation works 91' ral1P&yi i thE 
debt is therefore wisely reduced. The Indian debt in 183304 
1Jjmo1.!nted tQ 47 crorea; of which ollly :ij- crol'eS Wilfit due for rai~ 
wa.ys. The Sepoy Mutiny, besides many thousan<l UVeJi, QOai 
aboat 49 crores, increasing the debt in 1859 to 74 crores. m~ud­
ing 23 crore& of railway expenditure, le1Lving the WfR' debt M 61 
millions. Since 1859, the debt has chie1ly increased on a.coonDt 
or the large ex~enditure on railways and irriga.tion works. 

If the Bntish Governme~t had puraued the fatuous polwl' 
recommended by Mr. Dutt, the country would sca.rcely hal'e had 
a single .raIlway, It was the general belief that Indian Railways 
would have no pa88e1tgfr traffic. It was thought tha.t the people 
attached no va41e to time, and would raiher walk like their fore­
fathers. No great Railway Com~ani"s could have been formed 
to connect the presidency cities wlthout a guarantee. ' 

The Indian Governlpent followed the course pursued in AU8~ 
tralia, though on a less daring scale, and with similM a.dvantages, 

In justice to the Bengalis, it should be stated that there are 
men among them who take a more senjible view of things thap 
Mr. Dutt. Mr. '1'. N. Mukerji, says:- "-

• 
• "No country having the faIntest claim to civilization should now 

be without lts railways. When we ourselves cotftd not make them, 
the next be.'lt thing was to have them made by others, for it would not 
be wise to W'3.1t a century or two. It is not India alone that has got its 
railways made by foreigll skIll and capita.l other coulltries, with power­
ful governments of thetr own, have done the same." 

H. Kr. Dutt on the Comparative Increase of Home ... 
Indian Revenn~ . 

In England and Indta, Mr. Dutt says.: • 
.. 'l'he average annual revenue of Grea.t BritJn in 1851 to 1860 

was £68,000,000; the average in 1881 to 1890 WIW B88,OOO,OOO ~ and 
the a.verage during tbe last six years has been about '£100,000.000+. 
Thtl revenne has tbus slowly inc~ witb th&iucrease of pqput.lioti. 
s.nd during a period Q( between forty aond 6fty year8 it bas increased 
about 50 per cent. But what a;re the figures for India? The annuaJ 
revenue in 1857, M., ILfter DiWh<>usie's la.st annex.a.tlon WIW Rx. 32,000.000; 
the tlonnuaJ. revenue, including J:Bilway l'Aceipts, is over Rx 90,000,000 ~ 
in other words $he revenue obtaine" from thl! COUl;l~ hlw 1letorly 
trebled in forty y~." 'pp. 141t 142. 

• • Mr. Dutt. oon~ ~rl~ 1'eVenue _nus Railway Rel'Pjpts 
wtli Indian revenue ~1J.& It&itw&l RecJeipts. It is true tha.t he . ' 

-r -" .. ~ ..... -- ~,.." tt"" ~ .. - .... ~ ....... ---- ~ 

• Mulhall's D~ "t8t~ ".: t 1'l'I.i! WIlli befon tla&.Boer w.,. 
2 
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t1l~ mcludiQg railw-.y (reeei,p~sl but he ~ them as 
ta.ta.taoa, whitlh they Me not, In 1895"(), the ~ilwa.y ltooeipts 
~ to a\lout Rx. 21;800,000, reducing the rev.eaue from 
'iU~ •• 000,000. to Rx. 68,200.000-a. considerable di1fer~nce. 

!f;., 4. •• <Da.tt on a...lIemitt&Dcet.-lJ'he following ~t3te­
lb.t oeen'r$ in his Econom.ic History of India . 

• 
« file home oharges, whicb amounted to three milUons when Queen 
~ a.soended Jihe throne, had risen to sixteen milliollB when the 
grea.t Empl'Ms passed a.wa.y. So grea.t an economic drain out of tiwl 
resont'C6S OJ. IL land would impoverish the wost prosperous conntries on 
e¥Ith; it bas reduced India. to 8> lanW of famines more frequent" more 
1ride-sprea.d and more fatal, than a.ny known before in the history of 
tn(lia., or of the world" p. 420. • 

This is a.n illustration f)f a. mischievous half truth It is truf' 
that the Home cha.rges ha-.e risen from three millions to sixteen 
millions, but the astounding a.ssertion is made that the increa"le hac; 
"1'8I1.'II.0e4 India to .. land of famines mQl'6 freql\entz more wide­
t1'I,l'Ud ami m018 fatal than any known before in toe history of 
&aia or of the world." 

As a.lready mentlonid, the assertion that the recent ~nineR 
were the worst in the lfI'storyof the world WIll hereafter \e ex­
&mined. One of the chief cause,>, of the inetf'I1Red Home chl£,rgeF.., 
wiU now be explain.ed. c 

When QUE\en VIctoria a.scended the throne, there was not a 
Bingle mile of railway in India. At the close of her reIgn upward 
of 20,000 miles were open. Her reign was also distinguished for 
its grand Irrigation works, which now water about 15 mllllon 
acres, trebling the produce. Money for their construction was 
borrowed in England, where the rate of interest is lowest. The 
int6zest paid is onE' of the chIef catlses in the inorease of the home 
oharges, but it is met ~ railway fares and water rat~. Railwa.y.., 
and Irrigation works are some of the best means of mitigating 
fan;ri~eS'. The other charges are for tbj Civil Service and Army, 
without which India would be in a state of a.na.rchy • 

.It will be seen from the foregoing, th~ Mr. Dutt's state-
ments require to be carefully examined. • 
. . 

MR. W. DIGBY, C.I.E. 
l\(r. Digby is another pro}»let of the Kali ynp. 
Ja Pf'()$perous ln~fa he lIarades ttte fo!lowil1g ¥sertions: 

.. The »BiDit1&.'lDoome!l • .wiatt ~ 
• • N on-offieial. 

Estimated Income 1880 ; 
24. per head per da.y. 

(' . 
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OfliciaJ.ly Estimated Income in 1882~ 
lid. per head per da.y. 

Analitioal Examina.tion of all sources of income m iuno, less tharf 
ta. per head per day." 

'Thtl data are insufficient to enable an accurate estimate to 
be formed of the average income of the people of India. As Sir 
K Vincent sa.id in Parliament (Pebruary 3rd, 1902), ,. The 
estimates even of an official character were, to It large extent. 
hypothetical." Mr. P. J. A1!kinson, in his Paper before the 
lk>yal gta,tistica.1 Society, formed a very different estimate. 
Mr. Digby asserts that an "Analytical Examination" shows that 
in twenty yean, the average incomp of the people of India ha.s 
been reduced o~e-half. This simply shows that Mr. Digby is. 
wanting in the COUlmon sense which- would save him from th~ 
folly of hib own ratiocinationb. Can any intelligent man believe 
I:luch a statement? 

The Pioneer, referring to Mr. Digby's Pamphlet. India's 
interest in the Brittsh Ballet-bo,J:. describet:; it as "luiti-sta,tement 
belonging to the very worbt order of l.l:lt:;-state1llcnts; there it>" 
general semblance without a shadow of the reality of truth," 

• The Madras Jl/ail gives the following ijlustration of Mr. 
Digby's half truth in Prosperous India: 

"The third head iH taken up with the 'ruthless destruction of 
national jndustri~s.' It will Hcal'cely be believed, hut the case baken 
to illustrate thi., destruction is the decline in the shipbuilding of thiti 
country. The author quotes with gusto Lord Wellesley's letteJ: 
written in 1800 In which the Governor-Gelll:lral t,;a.id,' The port of 
Calcutta contains about 10,000 tOilS of shipping built in India of • de­
scription calclliated for the conveyance of ca.rW>es to England.' Surely 
the merest suckling novice in the subject could Rave told Mr. Digby 
that the reason why Indian shipbuildmg ha.s declined is simply tb8!f; 
iron has taken the pla.ce of ~ood, that IndIa has, as yet, noiron to-baud 
ships. and that the opening up of the Suez Canal makes a teak-buU.t 
vessel no longer' caloolated for the oonveyM1ce of cargoes to EngJtwd.' 
Mr. Digby, however, considers that, to mention the above (ease) is 
to show as by a lightning tla.sh on a dark night how far induswlly' 
.... the India of Lord Curzon is behind the India of Lord 
Wellesley, " 

• The .. lightning fiash~' reveal& 'tht; ~inooess of Mr. Dig.y. 
Nor is this aU. • Sir E. Vil~t SllJ.d it1 Parliament: ' 

• • .. As regards 6stim.s tnade b~ Mr. Digby and quoWed by *be 
HotPble Member (Mr. Came), they seemed to pim to indiOllrte the 
unswerving malignity wifib which M.r. Digby distorted evi8.enee to 
the disadva.ntage of his ooua~," • • 
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.. Dt. :aU:_ thlilk. welt of the tWe,.-ad it is to be hoped ~bat, bit! people 
If'iU .wak weft or the l'eI1I1M'ks so'be blwled upou tt;. On the foUowJlIg evening, "1'. ~Y iB f,o sddt"el'll .. p_blsc saeet.\Rg ill &Me PlOttm R1I.U. lA_pool, also 
_lM .. ~."· • 

Ma. D1DllBAl NAOROJI. 

, This gentlemMl ws.s lor yeMs the trusted adViser of the Con­
gress. At the Amraoti meetUlg in December. 1~7, the following 
Beaolutian ws.s passed .. eI1thusiastica1.1y :" ( 

•• The Hon'ble Hr. Ananda. Oha.rlu proposed 110 vote of QODfiden~ m Mr. Dadabbat Naoroji, and was seconded by Ba.bu Moti Lan Gb,osh 
ft w .. oarried en'hlJsiaeuca1ly,'· ~ 

II 

At a meeting held a.t Bloomsbury, London, December. 1897. 
}fr. Naoroji, the Cha.irman, moved a Resolution In whieh the 
English Adininistration of India is thus characterised: 

Jt is oonducted by men guilty of" hypocrisy" and" continu­
OUs a.hterfu,ges," .. in 't\olation of a.ots and resolutIOns of the most _1QIl and l"epetJoted pledges of the Brltish nation a.n.d"Sov6l'eign ," 
fat'euil:\g upon the "ever-in.~iDg pov$'ty 0( the ~le;" the 
a~ Df IJ1 the " tietrible miieryt &olh wludllDdia _ Sltfter­
~ ~uftng the ~y ad lit ha.lf of Uit1k rule. yet so pitiless ttu.t, 
in M year of gqoe 189?, tkres.Q.of reYO:fut$ and an appeal ~ 
(the huma.ait, andjllstiee of the BritWt ~te'were n~ry to 
pUt .. fOp, if ~'ble, to the iniquity of t,beir rale ! 

The BeSOllltiOIl. embod~ such an opbrion of the :BrltIsh 
~v~t of Indiat well ~~ b1 the ~t1wda, lteview 
as ~ lJcta.t ~j" waa,...a ~'~1 _ with eon­
sicJel:able enthusium "~1 \twn ~ iP be ~ 'higb$H "pro. 
dliCt'· or forty years • University 84~. Ii well aIorclI feed 
I« 8etioos ~ 
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>IuoOpPoBition to the. vil~ ·~l8.Jlder.th&tthe Briti$h~vern~ 
ment hI u thent0st extotti9na~"lJol1d OPlJ,..essivet~t evet'exi~edill 

~';~l~°i!~:~~~~:~t::;;~j 
.,:" uThe truth must be 'imntQylt4ldgt'&teMly', .tpit~(k'~:~ 
Britilb Government of Inw-II. is inoompanililythebest~~ .. Wf 
have ever ,bad. It isthe.~~6I>t, the l1J06t ~htieQus,an4tb;ebe6~,~~ 
tolndia.'s diverse popula.tions lLnd diverse ll,t.erests.lt'i~tl,te~t 
0& .• pable oC s6,lf .. mainoo. n, IItnce, of self-ren, ovlliPio, n, a.n. d§el,", ,'.a.iij, •• '\18., ~~ji,n 
referenoeoo the progreeaive adva.ncemento'-'be subjectl'.oea.". , " 

., The most searching examination is invited to tlle i£oregoHijf 
st~~nents,Lawyet's know, that if a witneilt;canoo shtiwnto 
have' given false e.viden~e on an)' i~port9;nt .p?inti.disoredit is 
thrown upon all hIS testlmony. Is It not eVluent.that 'eharges 
brought against the British Governmentshonld be eareful'ly 
scrutinised? Let us have the •• stripter "criteria of • truth" 
whichl::!ir H. l::! .. Ma.ine.considers. so necessary, . 

fSlW1ClYVS INV4UENCE OF BoOKS LIKE ":PBOSPEB.()"U5·, ,.I -PllII'J.A, 
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people entertain towards their rulers 'I How CIIJ1 they" be drawn 
clot,;et' together'1" On the other ha.nd, what feeling!; aall Euro­
~!; ente.rtailP towards a people who have suoh an opiDlon 
pi their rule? 

8ir Willi!l.m Hunter points out another evil result: 

"English writers who tell our fellow-subjects to look to the 
government for ever) improvement in their lot, are doing a. very grea.t 
disservice to tbe Indian race. The perma.nent remediel:. for the poverty 
of India. rest with~tbe people themselves."· 

The impression is given U\atio the poverty of the people is 
caused by an "extortionate and oppressive government," and there-
fore GoverDluent must supply the remedy. • 

On the other himd, 8ir Ma.dhava Row saYb ;-
• 

"The longer one 1iV¥. observes, and thinks, the more 
deeply does he fef'1 there is no community on the face of the 
eartb which suffers less from political evils and more from 
selflotnflicted or self-accepted, or self-created. and, therefore, 
avoidable evils, than the Hindu community! I" .. . 

, No Govcrnment on tm.l'th can prevent a. people, hving in viola. 
tion of great econOlUlC lawb, frotll bufferitlg the conbequenccb. 
It is satisfactory t~t this is now acknowledged bj bOUle of tlte 
leaders of Indian public opinion. 1\1r. G. 8ubramania l)cr, editor 
of llnited India and a prominent member of the N a.tlOnal Con­
greBfS, says with reference to the above evils ;-

" To tnQrle 01 our countrymen who arc aware only 01 Lbe condI­
tion!> at India.n Society, these eVils do not (lome home with equa.l force. 
They think, a.nd they oannot tbink otherwise, tha.t the condItiollb 
whiCli:l a.lone they know a.re tbe conditioDtl bebt adapted to progrCl:>b, 
but it they only contrat!~their society with tilot!o in othw pll1"tt! of the 
world and trace a.nd- analyse the caUE.es tha.t ILCcount for those dlffer­
enees they might ahght on the true c~s UUllt he a.t the root ot 
Ollr 8()(,-ial evils. Such a cOlJlpa.lative study will disclose the {act that. 
~ CIIIUseS of sooiaol evils are not neoessa.nly connected WIth the sy!>tem 
of GoVernment or the economic conditions of the people, but with their 
~ocial customs and institutions." i • 

Self .Kelp is the go!;pel w hleh the people oi India, a.bove all, 
need. Af> Sir Willianl Hunter \r"uly says .-

" "TM permanelIt remec1iel for the povetty of India rest with 
the people the_lvee." 
._-- - - ---- - -- -- --- --- -- - - ----

• Englq,ad's Work tn 1nd.a, p. 137. 
t!l'hi ~ A~ o/8ocW Be/Ohn. The ~ ~r, Decemeer, 

190\,1, p. ~ 



PRESE1WA'.l'lON OF LlFE ANI> PROPERTY. J,ft 
• 

The write!: regards the situa~on as very grav~. It <11m b& 
met only by cordial co-opera.tion bf.tw~n the Government ~ 
the people. Hencf' misstatements fitted to alienate thf"Tn Mld lead 
people to look solely to Government for relief,· are highly ~i$" 
chie"<>us. 

SUBJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED. 
These a.re mainly the following . 
I .THE GREAT AND NUMEROUS BENEFITS CON· 

FERRED ON INDIA BY 13itITISH RULE. 
n.- IS INDIA BECOMING IUCHER OR POORER? 
III. THE REFORMfl STILL NECEflSARY. 
IV. AN APPEAL TO THE INDIAN NATIONAL CON-• GRESS FOR ITS CO-OPEHATION. 

'l'hE' writer, in hls· H4th Yf>a.r, may he regarded as on the 
border of the unset'n world, where tlwre is no It[(Jya or illusion. 
His sole desire is to benefit the people of IndIa by attemptmg to 
remove some nllsconceptlOns, and by sh<\ving the steps which are 
necessary to promote the well-bemg of the country. Educated 
ladlaDFi and the IndIan Press are mv;ted to give their calm con­
Rideration to the meaf:>ures sugge!'lted, and, If a~proved, to acoord 
to them theIr cordial support 

PART T. 

THE GREAT AND NUMEROUS BENEFll'~ 
CONFERRED ON INDIA BY -BRJTISH RUJ..IE. 

The subject wIll be. viewed under dIfferent aspects. The 
aIm 1B to endeavour to promote kindly feeling between Govern­
ment and people. 

PRESERVATION OF I .. U'E AND PROPERrry. 

PAST. 1.· PSESl£N1' • • I ...... and PitacI- • &u udilturW ~. - . _ . 
• About 520 B.C. !f1.riuB, King of Persia, invaded India, M:1d 

annexed part of the country. His success probably led Alenaa 
the ~re&t to follow his example in 827 B.C. Fot" more than 800 
yelU'S tbere'wQf1 a str,oggle against Greeo.Bactrian al\d keythian 



),6 ., .. : -ff~~ l>..,"" 
f 

~. Cll ..... Gupta ~ •• V~ ... ~._ ~ir 
f,Iuae ~y ~ulll 00llt&~ wi ... 4iN"'~ "' . 

Tie~G11nyaai01.l:UlMthwndofGha&Ai .. e~~ 
thV ~ followed by a,kmg series 'Of similar e~_, 

Ii ~ia." ny$ Sir W, Hunt{:n', i< has, a.t its north-ea.stern II.M north­
weaMm COnK\l'&,!!o o~ite sets of gateW&Ys which ClODlleet it with 
th~ re_of A.~u. .~ ~~~ s~.e.lu:mt~(J( in~ 
have poured into bd.ia.. a.nd in tb~ last century the pxqoess "_s still 
goiJag 'On, Ea.qh tat of new-oomers plundered a.Qd ma~ Without 
~ 604 without re$kaint. During 100 yea.rs the warring races of 
~ Asia. and Afghanistan filttid up tbeir measure of bl00d~ and 
piUlIog~ to the fnll. SOInetimes they returned with their spoil to their 
m:mat\l.ills, lea.ving desola.trou behind; sometittle$ they killed oft o'r 
aM_ out tbe former inhabitants and settled down in lnaia as lords of 
$he soil; sometimes they founded imperiJ.l dyna.sti~ destined to be 
~ each in iis turn, by a. new host swa.rmiflg into India. through 
t~ AfghAtl passes. ' 

'" The precise meaning of the word inva.sion in India. during the 
~ ~tury mary be gathered from the fo1!owing facts. It signified 
not merely II. host of twenty to a hundred thousand barbarian!:! on the 
~,.J:!&yi.g for nothing, a.nd ea.ting up every town, and oottage~ ap<i 
f~; ifllruing and sl~lghtering on the sligbtestlrovooa.tion, and 
otten ttl .re'SpOrt. It lifIually also mea.nt a gran tina.l .. ck a.nd 
lfta.ssaere at the ea.p'ftal of the inVilded country."~ 

'fhe plan of t1m Rusian general Skobeleff for thf" mvasion of 
India. was as follows ~-

H it would be our chief duty to organise ma.sses of Asiat}(' cavalry 
a.Qd hurling them on Iodia. as our va.nguard under the ba.nner of blood 
.. ad rapiue, thus bring back the days of Tamerla.ne," 

Tennyson thus refers to Tamerlane, or TilOm :-

.. ~ aI.teto. wbile in AJilia, he thai led t.he wild ~.Is, 
TimQt lmiJli bi« glJastly tower of eighty tboo._mi flknlh!," 

A brief account 'Of Ta.lllerla;Q.e·~ da:ngs in India will explain .t Ske~lotf proposed. 
1n 13M Tunar (Tamerlane) entered India at the head of & 

v_ Ta.rtar horde. He defe&ted Mahmud TughJoa.k 'Ilmier the w&Jl13 
of ~ll'lit &Wi entered too capital. Fer fiv~ dap! the eity was gjven 
'" w .pSuDder and ms.sfl8oCre, during whioh Timur was empleyed in 
g::v:iN & grtmd entertt.innrent to his ofticers. 8()me streets W~ 
~-impassa.ble cy h~ of de&d. P_ of the . . nta 
W1ted fot s8.tety td 01. Delhl. The Mult~~ "~ 

Ti1!J:nll". men followed them.. ~d .. ~ to the: "''']},en 
of these iufidel$. of whose bearJs tiwy .. ~ __ 
their bodies for food te tQe bil'ds And: ~. ~ ~_,. 

fts,IJuch 1\ Wrible ~ ... ~ .... ~:f 



PUSBaVA.1ftO~ OF :t.llI'B AND l'.BOPBBTY 

Tlmur and hlS army next took Mee!ut The !'lame l\fuba.mm1lidtt.n 
writer says, "They flayed alive a.U the inndels of this pla.ce, the, 
ma.de slaves of their wives and children; they set fire to ev~· 
thing, and razed the wall: so that this town W8.s Roon refhfeed 
to ashes."!If- • 

During last century. in the space of twenty-three yeus, six 
inroads took place on a large scale. 

" The first was led by a. soldier of fortune from Persia., who sla.ugh­
tered Afghan and Indian alikE': thE' last five were regular Afghan inva­
sions. 
• " On thiR first of the six invasioPR, 8,06<H men, women, and children 
were hacked to piecE's in O'1e forenoon in the strepts of Delhi. But, the 
Persian ~enel'al knew how to Rtop thr mftSSI1Cre !tt his pleasure The 
Afghan Iflaners had IrkS antbonty, Hun t,heir fin> great invasions durin~ 
the 1 hirteen mid(tle ypars of the last l'f'ntury fo),m on(' of the most appall­
mg tale" of hlocxh;hed and wanton cruel~y eve)' intlicted on the human 
race. In one of thesp invasions, tbe misP)'ahle capital, Delhi, again 
opened hel' gatf''' [tnd recei\'ed the \fghans as guests. Yet for sever!1J 
weeks, not merely for 'Ii>. 110m" on this occasion, the citizens were ex­
posed to eHlry f01;1 f'nolmit) which a barbarian army could practise on 
a pro'lh'ate foe, Mpanwhile the .\fghan cayalr~ wer~ scouring the 
country, slaying, burning and mutiLtting i\ the mE'anest ha.mlet &R hl' 
the greate'lt town. ThiY took f''>peeial nelight in sacking the holy pla~1I 
of.the HlI1du'l, and murdering thE' defpnceless votaries at the shrines. 
For example. onp gang of 25,000 Afghan borsempn~wooped down upon 
the 'lacred cit~· oj Muttm durmg a festival, whIle it was thronged with 
peaceful Hindu pIlgrim" engaged in thpi! elf'votions TI1f'Y burned 
the housE'S together with thei)' in matt'!';, slaughtering others with the 
sword a.nd lancf', hauling off into captr\'it~, maidens and youths, women 
and chIldn:'1l Tn the templps the~ 'llallgbtp)'€'d COW" and Rmpared the 
image'l and pavement with blood. 

"rPhe border-land between "\fghal1lstan and India lay silen~and 
wttste: indeed qistriots far within the front~r, whioh had once been 
densely inhab'ted, and which al'e now again thicklyopeopled, were swept 
bare of inhabitants." . 

.. In the 18th centllt'y Invasions and inroads were yearly events 
along the whole frontier of India. The Himalaya mountainlil\ instead .. 
serving as a northel'O wall to ahut out aggressions, formeil g, li!te of 
fortresses from whi<.'h the hill raceq poured down upon the pla.ins. For 
1,500 miles along their ba\e stretched a thick belt of territory whieh no 
one dared to oultivate. This silent border-la.nd varied from 19 $I) 00 
miles in breadth, and embraced a total area of 80,000 8qutJ'e xn~ 
tha.t yielded no food for men but teeme.d with wild beasts, wb'ich nigllt.. 
1y saIlled for,t;h \0 mvap:e t,he hprds and..bal'1'1lets"in the open -ootlt1ky 
bayoM." pp. a. 9. • 

• Histcnr,)'. of Tin;mr Bes bv .(.'IherefAlddin Ali. 
, So Stltiiit. Elphinstone'thinks 110,000 Dearer the tntlt. 

a 
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It WM tpe same on the Jl~t'tl).~ea.st fron1iiel' ,-

.. The h1$lio11' of the fertile va.ney of AsslLtn. in the north-eastern 
oor~ of lfidia, cis one long narra.tive of invasion and at-termination: 
Anciently the seat of a. powerful Hindu kingdom. whose ruined fqtts of 
ma.ssive hewn'stone we find buried in the jungle, Assa.m was deva.sta.­
ted, like the llest of l'Ja.stel'U Bengal, by the fana.tica.l Mnhammadan 
invaders in the fifteenth century from the west. A fierce aboriginal 
1'&00 (the Kocb) next swooped down on it trom the north. 'They in 
liul11 were -Ol'usheli hy a\lothel ahoriginal racp (the Ahams) from the 
east: and ~hese again were being exterminated by the RUl'Ulese from 
the south, when they impJOl'ed the ¥nglish to interfere. During the 
last century, large tt-acts or ARsam were depopulated, a.nd throughout 
tha.i province and Eastern Bengal 30,.(){)() Rfjuarf' miles of fertile frontier 
distnots lay waste," p. 10. 

Piracy.-" Even the sea was it source of clange!. On the Ba.y of 
Ben8f.LI, the pirates from the Burmese coast sa.iled up'the great rivers, 
burning the villages, massacridg or carrying off into sla.very the inhabit­
a.uts. On the otherside of the peninsula, in the Indian Ocean, pirac~ 
was conducttld on a gra.nder Bcale. Wealthy rajas kept up luxuriouf.l 
courts upon the extortions which their pirate fleets levied from tradmg 
'essels a.nd from the villages along thl:' coast." pp 10, ) 1. 

One of Clive's ach~vements was rootmg out the pi~I': 
nests of the south~western coast. ttnd thtf' IndIan navy, after 
'iweeping the rohb~r hordeR frolll thl' sea, and rpndermg Indmll 
wa.terE. as safe as' thf' Ji~ngJiRh Chfl,nllf'l, nnif.\hf'o it'l work and 
was abolished in 18Ul. 

"The unruly tribefi\ of the Huualayan frontiers had It I ways their hili 
fortres!reS to retreat to. Their suhjuga.tion took 1\ longer time, a.nd IS 

less oomplete; hut by persnaRioll, a.nd, where necel'lsal'), by chastisp­
ment, we have taught the wild I'aces along the whole northern and north 
ea.slx: rn frontier, for a distance of 1,500 miles the lesson that tht'y must 
pie!lose keep quiet. and betake themselves to some otp/:'r livelIhood 
thAn the pilllLge of the husba.n~lUen on the plains. 

" A firm frontier being established in Northern lndi&, the peasant!) 
spread th~selves out upon tile unoocupied border-la.nd. The task 
fiji reel9.i~g these tracts has been a heavy OUt'. In the now pros­
ppT't'J\:t9 districts of Goalpal'a with its half-million of inha.bitants morE' 
money wa.s spent, until 25 years a~o, by Government in rewa,rds for 
kiHing the wild anirnaJl'I than tbp whole :urn rea.lised from the land 
t8VQD:Qe. 
(i. '\' The unsettled frontier of the 18th century, mea.nt that 60,000 
~e lhiles of border-land we.re abandoned tiC jungle a;nd wild beastA, 
tUQ lJeeause there wera~. no ~ple to a'lltivlL~e tbeCl, SQil, but beca.U8e 
they did not dare to do so. It sigilfied tha.t trl\lClts 'Whicb '~ight 
have yielded, and whif'lh will yet yipfd. 30 £illions sterling worCb of 
hod ea.eh year la.y untilled through terror o! tbe t\lT~.lUlent 'Jiwes. 
'{'he sooW'ity given by a century of l~ritiab rule ill tb~ fl'()l1~ dis­
trictA mea8:.ll'es 13,000 Bqua.re miles aJt'eaAiy b~bt un.der llJae ' 'PWilgh, 



• ~iv'ing eaoh yea.r 18 millions sterling worth of pr6c1uee,"OI' moM _ 
cqnl to .. t~e average normal cost of the India.n army and. tile ~ 
Iiekn8tl pi the Indian Empire."· 

PAS'!. 

Illtestine Wars. 
2. l.)Rl<.:SEll'I. 

Profolind laue. 
Frotn the earliest tUlJCb, Inuiu. ha .. been the scene ot almos~ 

con~tant warfare. The Hlg-Veda .. huwb the fierce contests 
between the Aryan invaden; l1nd the aboriginal Dasyus. Soirie: 
times an Aryan leader albo fought with an Aryan leader. India 
hlbli no hitltory properly so called; but the legendb indica.te .san­
guinl\ry.struggle... "Thrice savell tuner, did Pa.rasurama.J:llw 
!.he earth of the Kshatriya ca.ste. ILnd he filled with their blood 
five large 1akeo." Thf MahabbU.rata relates a succession ot 
ba.ttleb, ending 10 the almost entire detltruction of the contending 
partief-,. At Prabh8sa, the YadavaR art said to have extermina.ted 
one another. 

Mahomed l:jhah, Hurtan of Gulburg!t, provoked a quarrel wit.l!:r 
the Hindu MaharaJ$of Vijayanagar, and swot(' an oath on the 
Koran that "h(' would not !3heath the Rword till oe had put to 
death a hundred thow"and infidclt,;.. 'lhe (lesolu.tion cauaed in 
the war which emmel1 was ternble 'l'he Muhammadan "hi8~ 
LUCIan record", WIth Ill-concealed. exultation. that from first to 
Jal>t .'500,000 'infidels' had fallen before the -!:Iward of the true 
belwver,>. 'and that the l'arnatie did not recover this depopula.~ 
lion for a,geb.' .. j 

Hindu fought WIth Hllldu, Muhalllmada.n With Muhanllna.­
dan, and both wlth one another 

.:vlacauhLY thus de!>cribeb the ravage!> 01 the Mahrattas.-

" The hlghlandH WhlOh horder on the w8steJ'n coast of India pcwred 
tortb a yet more formidable raoe which was-long the terror of every 
native power, -and which yielded only to the geniw:>oof EngJ.a.nd It W&tl 
under the reign 01 Aurungzebe thlLt the wtld cla.n of plundere!'!:! first 
descended from their mOllutainl!l. Soon a.fter hlS de,,~h every OOl'uer of 
his wide empire learned to trenlblo a.t the migbh llame of the ~~ 
M~ny fertile viceroya.lties were entirely SUhdUCll hy them, Their dOl:flia­
;0118 str~tt.lhed acros& the peninsula lrom sca. to tll:m· Mahratta. capta.llls 
reigned. lilt Poona, /lot Gwa.'ior, ill (yuzel'at, ip BerN', a,nd in T.ajom-. 
Nor did th.ey, though they ba.d become b7J'eat sovereign!;!, therefoll8 ~ 
bo btl freebooters, They lStill reta.ined the predatory babita of ~ ~ 
[lIitlh8~. Nvery l'6g1on wbjob was not subje6t b() thai! rule W&l1'V.,I¥ 
by ,",&it }new&ioll!3. Wbel'\\VCI' their ~.tlelrl.ttt16 were hea.vd. IJe 
~ thtew ht; bag of rice' on hi!'! sboulder, hid his tlIltall saviugs ill 
bis lil'llle, And. &d with ~I! wifl ~d children to the mo.t. or~; 
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jUDgi&. Man.y provinoes redeemed the harvests by the payment of an 
a.nnuaJ ransom. Even the wretcbed phantom who still bore the impa­
ria.! title stooped to pay this ignominious black mail. The ·oa.mp-fires 
of 8ne rapacious· leader were seen from the wa.llE> of the palace of 
Delhi; a.nothe~ at the head of hilli innumerable G!tvairy descended year 
after year on tlie rioe field .. of Bengal .. 

Tanks are pointed out in Bengal mto which wome.n threw 
themselves to escav,) dishonour. Calcutta had to be defended by 
wha.t was called4 tbt· .. Mahratta Ditch." 

Macaulay said in one .of his speeches: 

II The people weI e ground down to the dust by the oppressor with­
out and the oppressor within; by tbe robber from whom the Nawab 
wa.s una.ble to protect them; by the Nawab who took wha~ever the 
robber had left to them. All the evils of despotism aq.d all the evils of 
a.ollrrchy pressed at oncl:' on that miserable race. They knew nothing 
of Government but it" exaotions. Desolation was in their imperial 
cities, and famine along thp banks of their broad and redundant. 
rivers." 

Such was the condition of India before the ribe of Britisb 
power. EveF for a nU1l1ber of yeal's the same state of things 
prevailed in some partS" of the country. The ravages of the 
Pindaris are thw; described: I 

'rhe headquafters of the Pindaris were m Central Ind1a. 
In 1815, a. large body of them, estimated at 25,000, }~8&embled at 
Nimaur, under Chiiu. About 8,000 horsemen advanced into the 
Nizam'b territories, plundering and devastating the country b.s far 
south as the Krishna, retUl'lllllg safely, laden with an ImmentiC 
booty. In uno, another expedition, upwards oj ~O,OOO strong, 
followed, til portioll of which entered the Kortheru Circarb, took 
GuttUl', and returued, plundering ab they came. Wherever th~' 
stopped, their proceediltgs were horribly cruel. The most ingeni­
ously devised and< agonir:;in,g torture" were re80rte~ to fur the 
extortion of valuables, from men and women /l,like, and after 
collecting all they could, the Lown or viUage was set on fire, and 
~e devastating horde passed on, Advancing ru.pidly, not a town, 
vill!i;ge. 01' hamlt~t, PI'eapeo them: but pllrsuit of them was 
impossible. w • 

To supprer:;s those hordeb, who had the sympathy, more or 
1e8$ 0p"n, of aU the Mahratta chiefs, the Marquis of Hastings, 
the Go'{ernor~General, collected the strongest British Army ever 
S~l1 in India, numbering l,U,OOO. The l-'indaris were surrounded 
Qn all sides. and their l>ands were disp~rsed. CMtu wandered for 
nea.rly a yea.r among the fastnesse\ of tlte Vindhya and Sa.tpoor 
Hills, and at last was killed by a tiger in the Jungle between 
Asirgark and the '!.'l,tpti river, where his half-devoured remains 
were disctJO.lered b) a iOhephel'd and recognised • 

ilt-I\rJ!.H" 1'\ 
\ " 
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PRESEBTATION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. 

When, a few years agu, Sindut and Hoihr met m a frle~ 
way, it WI¥! remarked that thet'e had not been ltny sitllliar meet· 
ing for more than Ii century before. • 

In 19OO-l the entirf' CObt uf the lndian army waR £1,1;,082,19\1. 
The mouthy pu.yment per head '\\-ab 1 auna ;, piel> in' protection 
against all external t'nemies and to !'>PeLlr!:' mternal peace. Ab lnen· 
tionE'd above. the value of the pruduoe of unt' province reclaimed 
from ruin would alone meet tlw whole outlay 

PAST. :-1. PRESENT. 

Thuggi~ and Dakoity. Orime Bepresaed. 

'l'hUggl~lD '\\- (1," Ii pccuhltl' lndH1D Im,tltutlOn. 
Thug:> wer<e pl'ofes-.ional lDurdererb who wurslllpped the god­

debb Kali, or Devi. rrhey eXlI,ted II' 116rge numLer!;' lD Illany parts 
of IndUl. tor more than t Wll Lhuul:!aud yean,. Divme sanction was 
claitneu tor their h01'l'14J.e tmdf' It \ ... ·1:1>1,; s(I,id that the goddess 
gave their ance!:!tors waistLand ... with ",hich to destroy. firf;t de­
mom" and thell men, by 1>trcmgulatlOn. .. J am a 'rhug of the 
royal I'ecurd~," .,aid one of these ill uJ.=terers; .. I-and my for~­
fa,thers havf' been Thug',; tur twenty generationl3." ' 

'rhe Thug!:., tor t~e mObt part. belonged to particulau vtlhl.ges, 
w'bere they left thell' WIve ... and children; a»d they uutwardl) 
folluwed ,>ome peaceable t;a lhng. 'rhey ('ultivated the tields­
rented a few acres of land- or l'111J!10,ved labouring Ulen to wurk 
unJel' them. A '!'hug set out, on hib nreadful journoy, and every 
one III t,lre village knew the t'(I,use of hlb depl1rture, A cert~in 
amount of hush-money \'vas pl:tJd to the zemindar or headman, 
and the pohet:' officials. in tbe same lllanner. were bribed into 
silE'nce • 

Betol'e J50iug on thelr px:pedinoIls, 'ihugs made offerings to 
the goddeHs, and carefully attended ~o the oIIl1:lnf; through which 
they supposed that blw made knuwn her witlhes. They a8sumed 
many drtfereut disguise!;, and playt"d !Dany dift'erent partl>. The're 
was nolrung to distinguish them frum urdinary travellers. ~ 
party of them would accobt a wayfarer going humeward!l froID a. 
journey. Uheerflil Lalli and !long would win his heart, and- he. 
would telJ them ireely of his privatE' uJIain.>, of hib wife and 
children he waR going to meet, after long years of absence, toi" 
and suffering. Watching a favourable opportunity on ihe skirts 
of some jungle, one of the Thugt; ~ould throw his turban eilM;b 
round the nec!! of their victim. Anothet- seizing the other end 
of the cloth, would d.&w it tightly round; whilst Ilo third would 
seiw the ma.n by the legs. and throw him on the ground. 'fhete 
could be oq reIJistance. JL'he work war; quickly done 'rht bociy 
was then Ktripped, the property f:!ecured, tWd very !IOOIJ the corpse 

a 
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wa.s burie.d .. The Thugs would a.fterw80t'$ kindle a. fire beside the 
~tnre, ad1d te.liliSt IllS heartily, sing a.s merrily, and sleep ~ soundly 
as 1 they had committed an ad ot the g~te8t ment. No CObl­
punctio.o's vi-slted the Thugb. An English Offitler asked ope of 
tluuu, /. Did ~'ou never feel ptty for the old men and young 
chiidr,en whom you murdered whtle they were sittms quietly by 
you .)" "Nevpr," was the am;,wer, 

Such was the conndenct-' of tte Th1tgs in ~ 1)rOfleeWtg 
power of the goddetll!l, tha.t they belIeVed that she Wtl!l~Mltqp.ly. 
if religio~.,lv ~~rv~d , Rhlf'ld 'theUl from harm. but. with. her 
wru.th aU flho lU)ured' them But thll! claim did not ~ :the 
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test. When Thuggee was brought under the nOtie~ Qt' tb~ llri~' 
Go,vemunent, Lord William Bentinck appointed Oolonel ~'"*, 
with li>eweral assista.nts, to take measures £01: JtR &U.~'OA .. 
Within a few years this abominable system Was aes~jed. 
CoioLI Sleema.n established schools of industry a.a Jl1bb\llp~ 
with a. view of aWording employment to adult a.pptovers, Mid Gl 
educating their children. ~ 

In Ml countries there are thieves, but the peculiarity of Indi_ 
is that it had over a hundred robber castes, just as there wElte 
soldier castes and writer C!~8te", and thltt men went ont to prey 
upon the property of their fdlows-u.ntl if nt>t'd bE' on their liveR 
-with strict religious observances, strong in the belief that they 
were OrMY fulfilling their destiny ani! doing good service to the 
deity whom they adored. 'l'hey gloried in th€'ir exploits all sports­
men do, and talked over a Fmce€'s$ful ~ang-l'()hbery with iti'l 
attendant murders, as European gent.lemen talk over their tiger 
hunts. Besides theRe then' were also robberies corumitted by 
llwn not born and bred ~ the profession. . 

. After the usual sacrifices, gangs Ret out in partif's of thirty 
or forty, disguised as travellers or pilgrims. Their prinoipal 
woopon was the spear. The head was c,.rried aholl. concealed Ott 
their persons; the handles served as WItlkillg stick!:!. Heout8 or 
conff'derates infornlf'a' them where there was s. ricb man's hOllSf'. 
Whf'n all arrangements had bE'pn made, thej ad\'anced to thp 
attack 

It wall always a nocturnal surprise. With flaming torches 
and spears glittering in the broad light, they came Iluddenly on 
the sleeping inhabitants of the doomed haase, and either roused 
thelJ1 WIth their noise or pricked them up with the point!'! of their 
weapons. It happened that the hlckle~ inhabitants, confused. 
bewildered, f>anio~Rtrnck, like people llnder the influence of a 5ear· 
ful dream, dId a,ll that they were dil'ectedoto do-pointed out tlw> 
places whereGtheir wealth was hidden, and went like sheep to the 
Rlaughter. If the dakoits thought that all the propertr was not' 
given up, torture was applied. EarrIngs were sometimes torn 
away, handR and feet were chopped off as the ea.siest mode <fi 
fPIDoving the ornattients. In England a, gang of r~bbE'tR coo1d 
not exist for a single da)l when it was known. IDvery in1i«~~ 
mu in the neighbourhood and the constahulary woo.ld ~lb>: 
their capture. But in India the reverse was the _. '~~ 
zem.inqa.r, or la.~ J,>roprietor, and thEl headmoo of t~ ~ 
bel'bo.Q~ the rabbet'S and shared in<ttheir spoil. ., 

Ar with thdggee. special mell-auraS we~e adopt$d foo: the IUp­
~ of .dI1iJtoi~, a.,d a.itbo'ilgh oa.~s Bbill oe~ly llappelt, ._"'*.,., lesS 1Jii.uR~f'OO1il than ~fore. 1, , 

, t have' l\lao been ma.ile to reform erimi~ bt teacti'" 
~. ,triodts and Qther ln6f1onR," 
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• PAWl'. 

Some Barbarous Outoma awi 
81a.very' Legal. 

4. PRBSBNT. 

Barbal'Oll8 customs Prohibite4. 
and Slaves set free. 

The £ollowin~ may be mentioned; 
Ruman 'aonftces.-These have existed in India from the ear­

liest times. The Rig-Veda contains seven hymns by Sunahseh­
pall, tied to the sacrificial post, praying ior deliverance, His father, 
AjIgarta, had sold him for sacrifice for a hundred head of cattle. 

Human sacrifices are Raid to be especiAlly acceptable to Kali. 
The Ka,lika Purana ",ays, "By It hum,'ll sacrifice, attf'nded by 
the f()l"!ll<' IRid down, Devi relllainf> gratifil'd for a thousand yearF.." 
A lluJnan :-;ll'l'ifiee ir. described itA atib{l, i. thf' highest saerifice. 
Bflforp f'rec/lng It largf' buildmg OJ' eOJ1IIlH'l1f'ing :tIl) important 
uudertakinf.!. it 'Mth ('OlUlnOn all over l rHiia to.o:fl'Cl' a hnman 
sa.crifjce. Thf'l'O are Htlll Ve('ahi:)nally, jJl ..,otne hecJucif'd partf-, of 
Inaia, human v,dina, klllpd for thC' delight \)1' Kitli. 

The Khemd" uf Ot'ihha believed the fertility of theu' rield", to 
depend npon the -y:.:arth-goddeH-" awl snt' reql1irf'd eYery yt'ar to 
be propiti.ate 1 by a human ..,acri.fice. (,h ildren w~'r(-' kidnapped 
from thf' pl",ms. 'When the fatal day arrived the vIctim waR 
tifld to a pm,t. His arntb and Jegb were h['()ken with a hat,chet 
that be might not, .tTf'T' an~' rp.;;i.;;tancf' rr~ people then cnt the 
flesh from thf' J)I)Ilf'h, and bnrierl it 1/1 thf'ir fif'ldR t() Ilwl{f' thflm 
fertile. '1'hp Bl'it~sh UOVf'rnnwnr appointf'd I>pf'(,lal (>jnC'f'J'f', to 
put down this custom, and it haf, now eeasf'o 
~ Frnru time immemorial in J ndla, mother" offered thelt' ril'st­
nom fi,f-, a 1'IH.<'1'1fi('p t~) thp (hngeR at Hagar IRland. Whf>u a 
woman, long married, had no ('hil<'1ren. it was common for her 
to make !t vow to the ~oddf'R<' Ganga, that if she would hestow 
the blessing of clllidren, the rirsl-horn would b .. devoted to her. 
The moth!'l' hprAf'lf oiffl'f'd bel' child. and if It was devoured hy a 
crocodIle, it waR f>upposed that the goddess aCCf>pted' the offering. 

The custom was bron€tht to the notice of the Marquis 'Vel­
leSley hy thf' miRRinnary, WIlliam ('arey, and in 1802 it wah 
oprohibited. 
~Widow-Burning.-'I'he cruel trea,tment'of women in India 
reached its dilUax in widow-burning. Tha,t sons should burn 

. their mothers alive when they became widows, seems too horriblf' 
a.n idea to enteJ' the mind. Yet home Hino.ufl, in thE' nineteenth 
·century, contended earnestly for the privilege. 

In Vedic times widow-llurning was not practised. and there 
is" not II> single verse -authorlsing it. '.r1w Bralullans, however. 
sought to support it by the luibitrallJ>latioQo of a text. • 

To induoe widowf:I to submit to death in this cruel m&nner, 
life was" made bitter to them in every conceivable way. Blit at! 
t.bi'R was :Qot Bufficient. they were told that they w<fUld not only 
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• • 
he pre-emmently virtuous. hut ~njoy happiness. tor a.Imost e~ 
ages in another world, if tht"y htJrnt thf'~lveR with the def4, 
bodies of their husbands. . • 

In 1829, Lord Wilham Bentmck, ilrfter suita.ble inquineai 
passed a regulation declaring the practice of Sa.ii illegal and 
plmishable in the Cnminal Courts. ' 

FeDla.le Infautieide.--One of the most foolish customs of 
the pf'ople of India is their extravagant expenditure on marriages. 
To gratify their pnde. some load themselves with debt whieh 
presses heavily to the end of their live~ To avoid th~ expense, 
It wli's the custom among ROllle of thE' Ho)puts to destroy their 
{~malE' mfa.nt<; at hlrth Thf' TPothf'r wah> the executioner. 81lt> 
I'ubeed .the nipplef> of hE'f brpH.<;t with opium. and tht' baht> 
!>ucked III poi>.on WIth ItR first mIlk. I t waR first made known to 
the BrItish Government b) ,Jona.than Duncan. AU birthA werp 
rf'q1lJl'ed to hE' regl<;terE'd In vlllagE'!'. tn whH'h It pff'vniled, and 
gludllally femalt> chJlchf'n WE're Rpared 

Barbarous Punishments.-Ac('ordmg to tht> laws of Manu, a 
thwf who stE'a}" a.hovp a (,f'rtam amount 1S to have hii-. hands cut 
off ThiR 1" not only oarbaroub, hut renders a man unable to get 
hiS hvehhood 111 an honest manner (\ltting off tHe fBet or cut~ 
Img out tllf' tonguf'.\\-erE' other pUDlshment". Elf'phn.nts were 
f'mpJov-f'd In VIU·lOU ... "!'ltVI'.. 'I'he" trampled perROnI' to clf'ath or 
tore oil' their lllnb" tlwlI' hoof I' \'n-'rf' ('a,f>pcl wit} .... ha,l·p imn mstru­
lllPntR. thf' p,\ treuutw<, of whl('h were ilkI"' 1,.111\,1'''. n.nd they rut 
pfI()pie to PII"'('f'<'. Impalmg nn hamhoOfI. ponrmg molten lead 
dnv.n the thlOat. ,md fifl.\Jng .dlve. W(-'It-' othf'l pnl1lf>hnlf'ntR All 
"'I/('h I'rtwlheR hl1v<, no\\ ('f'cl<'l"'d 

Slavery abolished.-'rhl!-1 f'Xl"tpd m Indllt !rom the f>n.rhest 
tllHf'f> Itf> abohtlOTi ongmntf'd WIth l~ord \Il!'kland. and was 
CIU'flf>d out by Mr W1Jhprj'IlICt' Rird. Whl}P ac'tmll for .ord 
RtIpnborouglt 

P" <;T rl, PRESENT. 

Multitudes perishing Lives .veel by Belief 
during }I'amine.. WorkL. 

,In his Econofttir Hi.~tor!l of Briti.~lt In ilia , Mr. R. C. Dutt 
makeR the folloyvmg IIsflf'rtion 

"The famines which have de8ol&ted lDdi& within the IMt 
qutter Qf ~he 19th century are u.u!npled ill thei., ,Dent •• 
intelllit, hi. the .hiattr), of ancient ail.d. m.of.eru tbntl.·" , 

~
• ttention is invl~Q. to tb..- lollowmg '!ta.tements;-

e Hlulntf Pa-rva of the Maluiblbarata deACri~R a famine 
of t114Jf! yf4T1I d/lrQ,t~1f ! Such WIY>! the scltrclty of food,.tM;t the . . 

"PretRo!'O: P '"I. 
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renowned Biahi, V llsi~htha, one of the mind .. born son$ pf Bra.hma., 
to prevent detllih from stal'VI\tiQn, lwl to steal at night .dog's flesh 
from the hat of a cha.nd8.la, which he ate, aft.&t pW1l91y offering It 
portion to the gl)ds and pitris. 

'Mana's nCode relates Ute following of VAmadeva, a Rishi 
nearl, eqWLl in sanctity to Vasishtha :-

lOG. VMI}ooeva., who well kDew right a.nd wrong. did no~ sully 
bimseif when tonnen\ed (by hunger) he desired to eat the flesb of a 
dog in order to save bis life .. X. 

Other allusions to telTible famines occur in ancient Hindu 
writings. Mr. S. Srinivasa Ro.ghavaiyangltr says :-

" Tbe Bli.mll.Yllona mentions a. s,evere and prolonged drought which 
QOCDUed in Northern Indi&~ According to the Orissa legends, severe 
(amines occurred between "1107 a.ud 1148 A.D. The memory of a 12 
yearli' lamine, ' Dvooa.savar<lba Panjaro,' lives in tradition in Southern 
India.. Duff, In his history of the MaratQas, states tbat in 1396 the 
dread Cui fatl;line, distinguished from all others by the name Durga 
D&vi, commenced in Maharastra.'· 

Mr. 8. M. Mitra, f'ditor of the Deccan POllt, Hydern.bad, 
gives in The Indian Review for March 1908, accounts of terriblf' 
Indian famines in H60, 1890, and 1446, A. D., but it is sufficient to 
quote what he says of famines in Akbar's reign :-

"It is admitted by everyone that Akbar's reign was thE' hest in 
the Mahomedan History of Indi.. Let us see how the great Akbar 
fa.red as regards famine . Three grea.t famines desolated the country 
during his reign. Abul Fazal Allami, in his Akbarnarnah, refers to one 
or these thus: -' Men could not find corn, they were driven to the 
6ltliremity of eating each other, and some formed t/U'ffuel1.'es into pa1·tf.eR 
to CMf'y off lone individuals j01' thezr food.' The Asn-i-Akb6t1'~ oomits , a.' the time of faminfl Mid distress parents were allowEil to sell their 
tJbildren.' ., , 

" Let another Mahomedan historian give his version of fawine ill 
Akba.r's time '-Zuhdat-ut-Ta-warikh was written by Sha.ikh Nurul 
~in the 42nd year of Akbar's reign vze., 1596-,. D. The third great 
famtne of Akba.r's reign, which took place only a fear before the wOl'k 
WiltS written, was II. very severe ont> o 'A fearful famine raged continu­
oasl, for 3 or 4 years throughout th~ tIJJwk of Hind'llstan. A kind of 
l1\118uatBOa4Ged totbe honors of this period and depopula.ted tlu! wIlDIe 
~(8al n*in~ to 1!I~y of hamlets a.nd -..illages. In OOlIseque~oe Of the 
deMth of gt'IiIrln and ibe necesmieslOf ra"~8 k?,tngttr. h1.H(,tPi esJr. was ear... The streets and rtiatls ~ blocked Itp with dead bod,.&.; and n(! 
assistance eQU~d ~ rendered JIJIf their' t'~'al: {,' • 

After considering the foregoing stateln$lts. CNl Jt be 40utr 
said that the 7'ece,d j4mitJeR were" une:rampld in t~;r~!de1U "" 
i"tmsity ifl the hiRtory 01 ancient and mooent tiflMI:'" . 



SIr W. HunteJ; says :-
H Fa.miue is now reeognized !L8 on~ of tbe most ditti~ult ~ 

with Which the Indian a.OOlinistr:ation hu to dep,t. A bu.diea .. 
ago it WIllS reg&rded, not as a problem of adminis~n. Intt III it ~'I' 
ation Of God, utterly beyond the control of man. Wbffl Ute ratmt l)l 
which the crops depended feU short, DO erGPs were ~; awl the 
people perished. The earth had yielded no food. and SO the poOpie. itt 
the ordina.ry and legitimate course of things, died." 

In former times people perished by lakhs or even miUit'>Ill, 
the want of roads and railwaYb renderi.ng it impossible to supply 
them with food. 

rrhe. British Government acts on the principle tha.t no life 
sha.ll be. lost durmg a famine that can be preserved. "A va.st 
orga.nIzation," says HIr W. Hunter, .. of preventive and remed'''} 
a.geney is constantly kept in readinc!)s to deal wIth the periodieafly 
recurrmg dearthfl." A Palllme Code-has been drawn 11p, a.f~r 
very careful mqUlry, to relieve sufferers yet guard ag~m~t~ 

PAST. 

Sanitation ignored. 
11 PRESEN'l" 

Various em-rts to pro~ the 
Health of the People. 

The 13uddJust Kmg AfiIOka. bought to grow and dissemi~te 
medlCinal herbs and roots, nut tor the next two thou band yeM's 
Hmdu and Muhammadan governments seem not to hav~ Ula.dc 
a.ny eirortb to impro've the samtary condition of the people, 

Some of the mean!) employed by the British Government 
WillllOW be mentioned 

Providing Quinine.-Fevers cause lnore deaths in India than 
all other diseases taken together In some feverish districts. if a. 
person wal~ round in the evenmg, he w;11 find in almost 6Vrery 
house some one suffering under an attack of fe'ter or preparing' fot 
It. In a.ddltion to the pam felt, there is great JoS$ Qf moue,. 
throu,yh inabllity to labour dUl'mg attacks. 

The best medicine h fever yet kn()\\lI1 11> a white powd~$. 
ca.Ued qUlnine, obtn,ined ft'(Jlll the l»\,vk of 0. tree first found in the 
forests of South' Ame>.;ica, but until recent years it WIlS too 
expenaive for general use. The British Gova,rnmen.t scot aaA1ieet: 
to South ADle:cica, an the oppoaite &tie (J( the ,... f.oI~brina 
8~ of iJle plan.ts yie1ding"ihe It.ledmme to this 00l11.ItrY.. ~ 
_~ ~ fol1U!ed Qn the 1l'imw&)_ and Nugiris, and \a ... ~ 
E~ WAS appointed for its ruannfaetu1:&. The pice _ .. 
gr.t1, ~\teed. IW1 it' is ~ dd in t Ulna ~k6t$ • mGiy 
~e". La.khs 01 lives flee sated every y~!' ase. 
y~ ........ Sm'a.tl.~ is a fat .. 1 ~, 
~'it ~ _t ~e of lite.' ltl JaitiSt tb,etiel.~ ... J,. 
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" A mother can neV(~r say thtf" she MI:l a. tlon till he hltb had small­
POlf.." 'rhe' great ~a.feguard against small-pox, iii vaccina.tion, 
rusoovered in England last century. 'l'he word ()Ollleb f!'Om the 
Latin vtICca, a . oow.' The matter u!:!ed wab first got from Ii. cow, 
and people may be vaccinated from COWb or calveI-. Va.ceifiator& 
a.re eJIlployea by Government to go over all the country, a.nd 
va.ccinate the people free of charge. 'l'here !:!hould be not le!:!fo 
tha.n four punctures in the skm, and for !:!everal day!:! they should 
be protected from rubbing. Nothing whatever should be applied 
to them. Vaccinatiol1 in infa.ncy and at puberty secures almo!:!t 
perfeot protection frOtu the dit>eal>e. 

Small-pox spreads by poison "eedb given uut by thuse who 
have the disease. It is very catohing. None should go.near the 
sick except those taking ()are of them. A person who har:; had the 
disease should not be allowed to see others till all the ()rUl;tb hllsve 
fallen off. The clothes ofo the sick should uot be mixed with 
other clothes, but boiled and dried separately 

The P1agae.-Hmdu medical books, written ileven11 hundred 
yea!'s ago, tell of the ravages of the plague 10 India.. 'l'owm, 
l:Iometirues lost half their populatlOn. t;uppot>ed to have been 
brought from,phina. it broke out 1Il Bombay III H~U6. The inhabit­
antil, fleeing in great nUlnbers, carried the !:!eedb of I.h~ dit;etLbe 
to other partb of the country. if the calleb ~au been made known 
a.nd the patientt> r~llloved to hObpitait-; with plenty of fresh air, it" 
progress might have been greatly cheeked; but. llltltead of that, 
they were concelJoled, and the dibeat;e bpread amung the illllaLl. 
over-crowded huuses. 

CleanlinebH and frehh all· are great bu,leguardH againbt tht> 
plague; but ProfebHor Haffkme hab dlHeovered it remedy, some­
what like va.ccmatlOll, which hail been the Intla.ns of bavmg many 
live,H' It is callt)d plague tnocillution. It CitUl;es unly a bhght 
fever for a day or twp. When an outbreak ib threatened, all 
should be mocula~d . • 

Iedical Col1eres.--Any man in India lUay Het up a!:l it doctor; 
but, if unHkilled, he Illay do Inore harm than good. [n 183h, 
.while Lord William Bentinck was tklvernor-General, Medical 
Colleges were opened at Calcutta and Mad!:a!:!, to which other& 
were artel'wlLl'ds added. A supply of w~ll-tramt'd doctol'li itl now 
being_provided. 

HOlpitala and Diapensaries.--There are Lhout;andb uf tht'8e 
~u.ttered over India, where the poor can teoeive !:Ildlfu) medical 
trea.iment fretl of charge. '»he chief 'fault it> that some do not go 
to" them until a cure ts irupo/!t>lule, and then the hotqJitaJa a.re 
bla.med. Disea.ses can often be checked if taken early. 'l'here 
are General HOHpitals, Eye HOf:lpitals, Hospitalt> for Women, 
Lunatic. A6X1u!..us for Mad People, &c. 0 

Lady , Da1l'erin Hospitala.-Thi~ clQm! of ho~pitMb deserveb 
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specll:t{ mention. The Maha.rani ~f Puna suffered very Uluch 
from a painful diStllllse, of which Hhe WII.k! CUltltl bi /.II ~';uropetUl 
lady doctor. Bite sent a lllebHage to the Queen-1<::lllpr$l:o, teUillg 
how much the women uf India tmffered when they were sick. 
and ~gged that means might be taken for their relief. Whtm 
La.dy Dufferm went out to lndilt in 1~l54 with Lord Dufferin, the 
Queen-Erupresb oommibsioned her to devl!;e !:lOme remedy. Afber 
her arrival in India, an AS!:lOciu.tion waH formed to train women 
a'S doctol'1:l and nurlles, to establillh h08pitah, for WOtlltln and 
children, and to supply trained female nUl'beb. Lady lJufi'el'in 
took up the work very warmly, and . much good has been the 
result. 

Health otIicers.-'rhere are Hnnitary Cotumissioners, &e. ap­
pointed ·to watch over the health of the country, to report any 
outbreak of diHealw, and to take luealmres to prevent it from 
spreading. • 

Birth!; and deathH have to be registl'red. If birth", faU below 
the propel' number, it SbOWb that the people are not pl'osptlroU!;. 
When deu,ths are more uUlUerom; tha,n they ought to be, in<}uiry 
is made into the cau!;e. 

Some Cities have been provided with & pure }Vater supply. 
- \Vat.er haH a great influence upon uealth. 'l'lie 1'el:lo800 fre­
(IUPIltly aHbigned for -ill-health. i", thl~t the water doe", not agree 
wIth a person. Bad water I .. one of the chwf cause!; of cholera. 
Contrast the past and preHtmt wa.ter bupply 01 U~\lcutta: 

"'fo nine-tenthH of the inhabitant..,; clean water wat! unknown. 
They drank either the filthy water of the river, polluted with every 
('onceivable abolJliLlllotion, or the still filthier contents of shallow tanh. 
The fIVe)', which W!l.8 the main sources of supply 1.0 thous!l.udtl of people. 
was not only the receptacle for ordinary tilth; it was the great gra.ve­
yard of the CIty. I forget now bow wany thousilond corpses were thrown . " . Into It every ¥ear. 

N ow 1m a.bundant tmpply of pur~ water il? ava.ilable. 
Duty of Educated J[en.- -All tha.t is done by Governwent to 

lI1lprove the health of the people ib largely counteracted by their 
ignorance. In thili way di!;ea.!;e haH spread, a.nd lakhs of .livm; 
have been ~acri&ed. Intelligent Indian!> Hhould lllakf' their 
houtles aud cOlllpound~ mode!!; of deanlinetlH. If not a.irewb 
obtained, great effort!> Hhould be made to ha.ve a PUl'e wa.ter 
lolupply. 11hey tirnd their familieb should be vaccinated, Ildld, if 
pla.gue ihrea.teut!, inoculated. An their influence should he uaed 
to induce their ntlighbonrs to follow their eXaluple. tr the laws 
of he&lth Wet;6 observed in,. India, Q~ of sickness W'9UM be 
reauced olle·haJf, tirnd life would he lengthened several yeltitS. 



H. M.ATERIAL FROG R'ESS. 
Under this head Solie included meBifrure~ fitted to merease the 

wealth of the C()untty. ' 

PAST. 7. PRESEN'f. 

IrrWation W",ks 1nigatiou W1Jl'k. 
on a amaller sca.le. largely extenW . 

.t 

Plant li~ cannot exist without nlOh,ture. It must eithel' be 
su:pp1ied by natural or arUfieial means. In some parts of bdnt 
there is an abundant rainfall. At Cherrapunji, in the I1rovince ot 
Assam, if all the rain that faUs in a year were collected,..it would 
form a lake 40 feet deep, covering the whole district. . On the 
o~her hand, there are tracts where the rainfall is less than an incll 
a. year. Between these extremes there is every variety. 

Lbwer Burma, Assam: Eastern Renglll, the Himalayas, and 
the Wf'flt Coast of India have generally an asbunda.nt supply ot 
rain. The average rainfall of RangoOli is 98 incbes, that of 
Calcutta, 6U inches; Bombay is nearly the same, H7 inches; 
Madras is much less, 44 inches. The following are the a.verages 
a.t SOUle other stations. C Delhi and Agra 26 mches: La.hore IH 
inches; Multan 7 inches; J acobabad 4 1Oo.ooS 

A great part of the rainfall flows off 10 riven>, but much 01 it 
&l~ sinks lnto the" soil, and forms underground reservoirs. The 
most important of these Ettretches from Peshawar to Calcutta, 
'ana may be called an underground fresh-water se!!', from which 
the water is raised by wells. The distance from the surface varies, 
The blawk cotton soil is noted for its power of retaining moisture. 

The different means of irrigation WIll now be noticed. 
WeBL-These fOfm the most general system of wa.tcring 

l~s, IUld lJ,re found, more or less, all over the country. The 
labour is great; bv.t the water is used with more clfre than that 
t>upplied by canaols. The dlief defect is that ma.ny of the wells 
are not deep enough, and the water fails when n10st needed. 
~lovernment is encouraging the digging and deepening of wells 
by advances. 'l'he mode of raising wa.ter m~ also be improved. 

At preseilt Government offers loans for- well-digging and 
other agricuttural improvements. Th~ Famine Commisslon 
Report stat£s why they are not more taken 8idvant~e of tha.n at 
{lresent: "The obstacles created by inefficient n&tive officials ~o 
Whom s"ch grants give extJta trouble; by the delays. ex,peuse j 

a.nd troublesome forma.lities a.ccompa~y),:tl.g th~ g1"'Ml~ iiI jhe 
cha.rge of interest. the stnRn numoor of y.ea.rs over wMdt ~ie­
pllIyments ,are spread, the early date a.t which t!tey 'C~, 
and t.he rl€Jid rules as to punctuaJ repayment," To r~,~OiB 
6ta.t~ of thIngS, u. speci.\lJ agency is recommended. 



11. lfATER1At P1l0(}R8bS Jl 
• T .. Jlb.-Reaer'901TS. known ~!j taaks, have been e~ 

from ~ly tImes. In mOfolt cases they a.re holiow.s iii ~e g 
~~ e.xeav"ted; others have been formed by iAe oo:n ~ '9t 

of masonry or earth across the outlets of 'Valleys in the ... 
They ate fed sometimes by rivers; sometimes QJ the r".' 
1'hey vary in 'Size from ponds irrigating a few &cres,to .. " 
severa.! miles in eireumference The Sulka.re ta.nk fit .y~. 
40 mites ronnel. "I 

Or.D&1a.-In South India these ha.ve long ~n ~ployed. 
Canals were dug frolJi the rivers to rrngate the adjoini.., lIiui. 
In the ease of the rlVer Tamra.parni. in Tmnevelty, it is sa.id tMt 
scarcMy any of its water reached the sea. 

In North India the first canal mentioned 1S the,.t of Feroz 
Shah. about 13,1)1 A.n. Water was dmwn off from the Jumps. to 
supply hI'" palace at Hissar, ll. new city whiCh he founded on the 
edge of the desert. '1'\\ 0 hundred years la.ter, it was re..opt:med 
by Akbar About 162t-1 Ali Mardan Khan, the engIneer of Shah 
J a.han, took off a largf' ~anal from thf'.r umns. to bring Ws.tel to 
Delhi. Another canal went to the N orth-West. DUring th-e 
troubles that followed the breakmg up of the Mogul Etnptre .. the 
canals sllted up, a.nd became use-less ~. 

In the year un 7. the BrItIsh Hovernment began io re8to~ 
the old nngatlOn canals and to construct other~. The Ganges 
Canals are the greatest Irrigation works 1D thE' )world. "When the 
nvel 1& low, nearly thE' whole watel at Ha.rdwar lB thrown mto '" 
canal, by whtch It IS dIstributed over the country At oue p,l00e 
the canal has to be camed by an aqueduct over the bed of a 
flver, two mIles wIde. The length of the main cha.nnell'! e~et,.>ad8 
IOOO 11)11es, and there are more than 5,000 mIles of distributories. 
In une yea.r of drought the value of the crops raised by th~ cana.l 
t'quaUed ItS. entire cost. • 

Three panaJ.s distribute, in a simiiar wa.y, a grea.t part 
of the water brought by the J llJllna. froIfl the HiJJlal~y •. 
In the Punjab, works of equal iIpportance have been con. 
"tructed to utIlIse the waters of thf' 8utlej, the Ravi, and other 
rivers. • 

At the ht>a.d or-the deltas of tht> Goda.van apd Krishna-, belore 
they rc:>a.ch the sea, grea6 d&tns. or aniouts, lU'e throwl) actoRs ~ 
rJ~rs, and the water IS diverted into irrigation canals> aom.. qt 
which are also used for navigation The same pJan ~ ~ 
oot)pffed with other river$. 

'& l~l ca~s irpga.ted 15,104,520 a.cres, WAU~ t~e ~)101 
Al'e( Mn~ to 30,056,000 teres, elJUa,l ~d 41,000 
su~ ." . 

~' ) "'· f 

• seu. ~kGl A~, p. 121 ~ 
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Th~ vaLue of t,ht> pmdu('f> of A.n a.cre of irrigAted land is •• t 
thri6f> that of unirrigatflillR nil. fl'his FlJ IOWA how tllu('h agrieldtut'ltJ 
proftuce has increased. 

While irrigation works should be extended as far as prMti~­
ble, there 18 a limit to them. There must he water befor~ it can 
he dta.wn off, and the su{'ply must not fail when it is most neeiit'd. 
Most failure!'! have been In connection wIth the black cotton Mil. 

PAST. 
• 

Boa-da mete tr&oki. 
R PRESENT. ' 

&ads made and the largest 
Rivers spanned by Bridges. 

'-l,llv.tgf'S carr) them),lt'jvf''' the (t>w artlClf'R thf'o) ·.poS'lt'SF. 
Peoplf' not so rude employ hullocks n Il(l horses. A bullock "Ill 
(larry about all mueh afo, three mf'n. ('ivllisf'il nationl' \1f,P cart ... 
by whIch the load can be greatly inerl'a"ed. Where (,lvili7.ation 
haR not, made Blurh progress, carts trllVf'J along nwrf' trarks, J n 
thiA caRe, lIanli, mud, ~tt:'ep pla('es and hollows often prevent ('art" 
from ta.kmg Il1rgf' loads Bnhghtpnl"il nations take carf' to have 
good roa.o" Hills arf' aVOldl"d If pORslble, "cuttmg" are made 
through nlgl'R, hollowR ",'Wi' filled np. Thf' Toad j<; laid with 
"mall hrokpn "toneR, or other hUltahle materialF" preF.Aed down <;(, 

aR to prf'!o.pnt 11 ~mooth haril Rurfacf'. l)itchf''< IlTe dng on ea,ph 
<nde to ('ILrr~ away, Wa.rN rlVPI'" :tl'l" hridged A pair of hullh<·k .. 
will draw a load thrl"f' tinwfo, ItH hf'llvy on a good road Il" on It bad 
onf', rf'ducmg thf' COf,t proportIOnately 

Whl'n fi:ngh<;h mlf' commf'need in TndlH, thf'rp \\.1" not a 
"mAlt' good road III tlw (,OllotIY. "'or vpar" ltttentioll \\It'' ",0 

muc'h t,akf'n lip WIth othpr thmgh, that l'Oad-mahlllg \\:1" 

neglpctpd. I )urmg till' admmlRtratlOlI of f,ord \Vtlhalll Bf'ntmck, 
tht' (',-.raml 'I'ml1h /toad to I )elhl WIl" ('oml1lf'nl'eil, v. hl(:'h wa" 
after\\lltd" e,tf'ndf'd to~PeRhitwar, a dlRtanee of 14~;iomde.. ('al­
l'uttl1 and Bombay,' Bombay. and Madra" Wi're nl"xt connl"ctf'd by 
roadR, a.nd, hy degref>!'., the prine'lpal citie" have hf'f'n thus hnkPiI 
togethf>r. and It network of roa,ill; if' gradnally covermg thl" wholf' 
r-mmtry 

Formerly rivers hail to he iorde(1 or ('r~d (lVi'lr m boab. 
Many aCCIdentR ho.pppnf'o to ft'rry boatR, (land in At'aROm. ~)f flood 
great nv(>rll Wf'rE' <'ometmlel'> ImpaIlRahlf'. Nov. fIVf>rf, hkf' tht' 
Gltngf'A •• Tumnlt, Itnd Indus have Rplf'n(hd hrldgeh. 

PAST. ~) PRESENT. 

Carta and Palanquins. " Railways and '1"elecrapbs. 
~-'ormerly In IndIa poor mt'n travelled on foot by d;~. /Qld 

rellted undf'r trees by night. The rich rode on po;nit"s, Dr' wete 
carried in palanquinA at the ratf' of fOllr mIles an hOll,l.. ~n.!~~ 
lerR Wf>rf> f'xp0Sf'd to fa<lJigllE', to tht' wea.ther, to robbera, to ~k~ 
Of'AR, and 'lometimes ha.d to lie down and die al<mf' What & 
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'dl~~cp to ili' whirif,d :tlong '-,11\001 hly. ijHid .. t'l, tll.litH Hi "u.N' 
h(_1 ]n UfO! tllt' numhf>I' of pitf-sengf'l'Ei ~al'{'lf.'d wn.a W!I,400,i5€t. 

Bailwa ys III J ndia were cOInmenef'd nnder Lord Dalhousie, 
and h. planned the great lines which were afterwards' construCt­
ed. The first Railway, 20 miles in length, was opened in 185i3 
betwoon Bombay and Thana. 'l'he next year the l!~ast India. 
Ha.ilwaY was opened frolll Calcutta to Pundutth, a distance of \1l; 
miles; and the Ma,drab Hailway to Aroot, U.j miles, in Hlrm. 
Additions have gradually b!:'ell made till, in l\J01, ~r;,:U4 miles 
were open, and about 3,000 miles were m course of const1.'uction. 
A net.work of railways is gradually rlt'ing extended over the 
whole country. 

Indum railway.., n1'O 01 thre(' c1nFlsf'fl. The great bulk 
consist or comml'!'cia/ milll'llYI<, ji),' tradillg PU}110IJe,~. Most 
of thesl' yield llJ profit. 'I'll(' IH t ctH'nmgH of the East Indian 8tate 
Hailway during lHDfj <lUlOunteil. to :j7ii 'iakhH. 'J'he se00nd class 
of railwn,YR run through thinly peopled tr:wts, to protect them 
againgt famine. Such are not f'''pected to pay; but they are 
invaluablt' in orougbts. 'l'he third ChL<,R art' defl'JllJit'l) against 
i 1/ l'a8ioil. Of thp'l(, thf'f!:' n,rc very few 'j'he principal is from 
Jaeobabad.111 Sinn, up t1w Bolan Pash to/)hllHHlll inaHalllchistan. 
Though eO'ltly, it wijl help grPltth- to <'j\·tli'lf> the wild triht>s 
thl'Ough \~ho<,,(' country it paf>Heh. 

n,llIIY:l\ '0. h('<")(iPR l:H'ilitit'<., fol' tl:tVpllmg .• havp <"omf' other 
~r(,<lt advulltagt'<" 

Increased Cultivation au(l reduced Prioes·--HoUlP part!'! of 
llll' ('f'l1t1 ,11 PrOVllle('<., art' vt'l.f fel 1 lit'. 1'1l0 ppoplp an' nearly all 
('llltivdtOl<" 'l'tH'Y fOt'HWlly ral<'!:'ct hO lll\H'h gl'i\lJI tllli.t tlwy did not 
know what to do with it. :\"obod, \~nlltt·d It. 'rlle\ th(,l'eiortl 
'oometllllP,> 1('1 their cattlc !:'nL the 1:1penp(1 grain, lei->t it ",houid rot 
,m th .. grollnd. 'rhel\' \\f>\(' no !'oad". dIHla bulky articlE' -tik~ 
gl'fLlTl can hp .fLl'l'i<>li h\' ()\t'll only ft short dl'Rtance with any profit, 
A (·,trt has a gre:Lt advantage over pa~k oxen. ·Hllt railWt1Ys are 
far RuppJ'io}' P\ ('n tu the best rOf1dR. Halt and other articles,ll>re 
\lOW cheap\3r m the interior thall thl'Y were hefore, Illnd fa,rrne",., 
get a better priCf' for their produce. ~, 

Advantages ~~ Railways in Famines.-lt very l'l:trely. if ever, 
happens that famme extlflnds over the whole country. While ont> 
province may have suffered severely, another has had an wundant 
h!trvf'sL Before British rule the country Was without T04bds

I Goods were conveyed by pack ox)l1. or by rude carti'!. Unti 
recentl,)' there w~re tracts where a cart e\cited a,}U.l,08t as much 
curiosity as· a looomotive at pre8ent. Carna.ge by pack o:tf'n iF. 
extieedingly &xpensive; even by OOJ:t it is high. When fl'limine 
~a.il!!l over lit wide ra.nge, pack oxen and carts become almost 
llJlJeless. The oxen Ji!eqllire water and fodder, WhlCk cannot be 
R'I1pptied in t~nf> dif4trit-tR. On tht> othet"hand, 11 ra:ihvu;y trAin 

,J 



ca.l1.'ies i~s ~wn supply (}r~~wt .. nd tUE;IJ. wh~4t.QG~y~ye ~~ 
a.s a thG~lSaitld -o:xeti at tatl tll'n~fS the sp~, ThU$ ~·u~s &&.e 
of the ~ means of mttigatingthe Heverity 0( fMnines. tt 1"1 trUe 
tha,t about five millions of peop41 perished in So-uth Iadia. ~tirillg 
th& f80U)ine in 1877 and 1878; but it was the most 'Severe for a 
whole century. and railwa.ys were not sufficiently e~tended to 
distribute the food provi<fud. During the recent fa.mines, 1ihe 10&8 
of lile Me been comparatively aUlal!. 

It may-also be mentioned that railways reduce greatly the cost 
of the a.rmy. Formerly It was neCeRRltry to maintain bodies of 
SQldiers at a great many' places to meet emergencies. A. llll~(lh 
Slllltller numbN' ih now np(';?HRary. ItA troOp8 can bp Sf'nt rn,nidh­
bV mil. 

Two common objf'otiop<; may be anFlwel'ed _ 
1. Railways throw people out of Employment.-Pack oxen hftw 

now disapIWarecl ; good8 Me of~(~n &>nt hy ra i I in8tf>Itll oj cart. 
• 1f 'lOUle suft'erin this way, milliou!> Ittc bent"fttf'(i. Hut rnih\ ny" 
provirlt> 'work iOI" lllany more than they throw ont of empJoyJUf'nt. 
Goods must be taken from the stations ang carried to them by 
pack oxen or carts. Thf' railways themselves gIve direct eluploy­
ment to a. It.rge body of men. In 1901 their staff consisted of 
~;4F!9 Eu.ropeans, 8,182 Eac;t Indian8, and ~56, 766 Indians. '" 

Of necessity at first all the drivers were EuropeanR, but they 
are gradually beiJ.g replaced by Indians. 

9· Railwa.ys have been oonstruoted with English capital, 
and the interm is lost to the coantry.-Money IS plentifnl In 

England and scan't> in India. It can be borrowed in England at :1 
per cent.; 10 India 12 per cent. is not an uncommon rate. Peoplf' 
lU India who have money WIll rather invest it where high interB8t 
can be obtained than m railwavs. Mr. T. N. Mukerji, thus 
anatWers this objection. 

"N(> better emproyment can'te found for for8iign capital in 
this country than ~n the cOl}struction of rll,ilways. "Wherever they 
have traversed, thpir power to lDt'rease the efficiency of land, 
'labour, and ca.pital to produce wealth, has been marvellous. 
-Railways M'e the wings of (,Olll1nerCe, by the aid of which it 
reaches the most dlstant lands, scattering wealth and activity in 
its tra.ck. A generA.tion ago, the peasants of the North~West 
Provinoes could ha.rdly even dream that th~ 1nunj grass growing 
.on the boundary ridges of their fields would be paid for in bright 
silver, ~aken hundreds of miles a.way to Bally, neM' Oalcutta. a.nd 
there ma.de intI) paper," 

The total Capital Outlay on Railwe,ys to tbe en4 1$1, '1~1 
was about 340 crores. t The great bulk of ;hie EIUm was 
obtained in Fdlgland at a comparatlvely low l'!tte of in~,:: ' 
-.....--------~------....,.::.. . ... !r~ ... ,_. --.~ • r- I~:t0 {L.~;l "'l¢i 

• 36t118Iatt!tica/ 4bIlW{)Pt. p. 13.2. t 3f>th '84<U;.tiMl ABWaef •. D.' t,d; 
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whi, J4/"!CJ:¥-,gte~~~n.~tl.t'is ioouferl"ed' on. the . 'Counttv'. . 

tELEGXiA.1>14S. 

Tll'eW&dTEbl!l(f1tAl'n.oolne8JroUl···tele,.·~.far ofi','1J/1l4f1!¥iI1l}~,. 
liwt;ite: .ft. is the general ,.name for ' ttny lU€anlS. ofcoll~eyip~ 
Iltellige~pe,othel'.than by the voice or w,l'itten me8sa.g~s. Th,f3 
elJ,rli~st£otnl! perhaps, .w8.s.by beacon .fit,es;'·. signaia, ·liltetib.QBe .on 
l'ailW'f1;¥S, wetettfterwards employed. In 1632, Galileo; . the great 
Itali1;ltll t1~ti'on()tnel', thought that it might be possible to converse 
at g~at distances by magnetie needles; but it'was not till 1837 
that t4eeleetric telegraph was brought into operation •... ,\\,heat-. 
si-onein England ;lnd Morse in AmerroaWel'H the twoin·ventott:l. 

The principle. is that.tt magnetic lieedle, suspended.' ca.n he 
llHJ.,de to turn to the rigbt or left by /:II current. of. electrkity past 
lug along a. wire. One Mflection to the right and One to the . left 
denote the letters t ,l>nd e. 'l'he other letters are denoted by two, 
three, orionI' comhina.tions. . . ' 

'relegraphs in India. were commenoed in 1851.- In l000~()l 
there were 55,055 miles of line. 181,888 miles of wire and 296 
lllilesof cable. The number of paid telegrams Was 6,4ll~,-372. 
'J1he gross receipts amonntedto£75B,764;to the cha.rge~to 
J.;.!72,2~4 yielding a profit of £281,502... .... '" . 

MeS8ttges can be sent by telegraph from India to. the ptinci .. 
pal eountries in the world, Intelligence mny reach ]Jjngland 
within a few minutes. In like manner neWs is flashed to India 
Il'OlD all quarters. .' .. ., 

Messu.gesby the.voice cauhe sent through an' lm.trutnept,' 
e!LIIBd the telephone, ' far off 8~P(1.' -

The telt:!graph is agrelff convenielice ~ndadvantage in 
several ways. 

PAST. 10. f'RESEN'l', 

Lin:tited Co.mel·~ E.D.siveCom~ 
13y()o1Jtmerce ·18 uleant .. ~he exc1rangeofffoOdSQll~1l#'g.e 

llca.le~tweeXl· nati()nl>~lla individuals. ". OQQd~ .CO~Si8t· 't1t · t",y 
greatclass6r,;, . . E:l:l'orts, ". artkler; sen{:(jut,. ~a .r:niii~l'ts •. a.l'~At;l~~ 
QrOltflft.tin ., ' > . '" .. .' '.' .,; . <'i" ....................... "> ;. ....\,'~ 

~ll~nntl'jea~v~<J\ottbe·Balll61PtodUQts; ;1iIo~eexceJ'iti~~ 
~~~~~~~;"' So~ ~;.· lIin~~ •.... ni~~~~lii,.;tJl~t. t,lte d~~~ 
~t9tl~:9t> .·.i. . ... ·~f,J,'e~llt1iq~g.f;l'~goa1!l. ··$(,» · t1;l,'I£,~i~l.t 

t(~y;~t:;gt',!~! .. ~j~.~,~ti.q~,>·I~Y:.~g'\!~Qi:,~m 
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people '.bfI.V6 to '$eH, how m~h theyea.n dord to bllY. A KQ,.g ()f 
l'~rance ~ a traveller about the oonaition of ., foreign -c()WJtry 
which ~ ",f$~ted. His reply Was, ,. Sire, it produces nQthing Aud 
OOtl.sUUl~$< nothing ;" on which the King justly remarked tba,.t t.m1> 
was aying much in few words. Such was the condi«on of 
Au,trali41 when discoverM by Europt'ans. 'l'he a.borigines neither 
bought nor sold a.nything. Now, from a.bout ai million!:! of 
people ~ revenue of 24 millions [Sterling is obtained, about equa1 to 
half that of British India, exclusIve of rail way earnings. 'l'he 
CO),muerCe amounts to about He. r,ur, per head a year. 

lVlulhall * Jias an interetlting table, f!howing the gruwth of 
Hl'itish COlUlllerce, frolU which It few itemb are 'lllOted ;- • 

Yea" Rcigu. Tottll Amount. 1'01' Tllhl~'biL<4ut. 
£ £ s: d. 

l051i .t<Jdwl11'd III. 414.000 0 2 111 
157:1 ~lizabeth ·~,\J~,oon 0 15 0 
Hi\!7 William Hl. '7,000,000 1 5 (j 

1700 (;eorgtl rn. I!J,OOO.OOO .~ 18 0 
lRHU Vidoria 740.200,000 III 10 0 

'rhere h<1b uetm a bilUilur developH~enj ill 11ldhtll cOllllllerCt'. 
Hir ,Villiam Huuter !,lay!> : 
" Early itl the laRt C8IJtUry, IJpfuCt, the Englif.h "eomlle the rllling 

powel' in Indi!~, the country did 1I0t produce a milhon sterling lL yt·!l.1 01 

llbple .. for exportation . During the first three~qua.rter!! of II. CClItUry ot 
OUt· rule, the export", slowly rose to llbout eleven millionl'; ill 1830. 
During the hulf .ce~ntul'Y which bas elapsed since that da.te, they .. lultvt' 
(luickly rnultiJ?lwd by I';ixfold. In lAHO India. fiold to foreign nations 66 
millions sterling worth of Ktrictly I nelilln produce, which tIl(' Indian 
husbandman had rf'ared, and for which be was paid, In that) eal' tIl!' 
total tmde of IndiA., including exports and imports, rxoeeded 12:l mil .. 
lions sterling. 

" When v. e obtained Calcutta in lGH(). it cOll"i!!ted of th"e~' Ulud 
IHtl.lete., Io.carcely mised abow thE' rivel' slimp, without any trade what­
ever. AILe!' Il. century IImd a half of :f!fritish rule, the to~l value of the 
sea-home trl~dp of Calcutta ill 1~20 wa., 12 million'> 8te!'ling. In ]87~, 
it had risel! to over (}1: million<; Htcrlillg, hesidos 4.j mlllioo!! of trade 
with the ictoriQl., makihg a total commel'O<' of lOG million!:! <;terling R 
ytllu' at /1. town which had not ten l'oun(l'l ' worth of extern/l.1 tr-ade when 
the Brititlh scttlecl thet'p.·' •• 

The grea.t increase in Indian CUIU~erce blUce 1&61 ii, shown 
by the followmg jjtatelllent ;-. 

"Year. l'opulu.tioJl. lUlKolL~. 
Awrage per 

h~"I'~'" Total. head. 
x. • x. lb. ~S. A. P. 

1801 144,G74,61b ~,170,793 84,090,154 68,260,9f7 !iU (] 
18'11 189,G13,23S 3 ,918,9i2 07,566,961 97 ,4;70,893 5 S () 
1881 198,790,858 62,104,984 76,021,.048 188,126,i)~ 7 , 0 0 
18!H 2l/1,172,95ll: H3,909,85f1 1 02,S5() ,596 196,260,382 814 0 
1~101 ~31 ,1\\)8,807 lOb.461,~1 121,9;({',900 1I~7 ,4.03,311 9 JS 10 

-
• -4)icti01HJ)'1I of 810 thlM8, p. ] 31. 



~tl~ 18()1, th$ a'V€l'a.ge per h~aQ of I~diUl co)um,~,:I~ 
more ihM! d()ubl~d. APIN,i; frow the depr$CiatJioo of $llt~£~!\S 
IlOW ~ter tha.tl it w~ 111 ~~ngland dUlin, tl\t1l reign of \I~ 
EUiltJ:ethl,and a gra.duaJ incr~ will foUow. " : ' 

'i~hree cbtnpla.ints about Indian oommeroo ma.y be QQ&-.d, 
arising from erroneous ideM of potitiea.l economy. f.., 

1. Tlte Exports are gJ'f'a-tel' than the Imports.-&me Indidl!l 
tww think that their country is getting poorer hooause the expoft1::l 
pxceed the imports. ,]'hif! is no test of wealtb, MaJly other 
thingb l:equire to be taken into conSIderation. rrhe United Stat~ij 
and t~ngla.nd are the two richest cou'ntries in the world. The 
e;.,.ports or the fonner, like thOflf' of India, exceed the importlS; 
"herea~ the contrary if! the cast' with i11ngiaud. 

'l'lw total JlIIPOl'ts and E~portf, in minions of dollar& Ol' 

pOltllds of the IT nited Htitte<; and England an> given at different 
periodH • 

l'!'.III/) ..." IN ..... \<:Nt,LANIJ. 

J IIlp()~I~. -":XPOI t". Import" Nx}mrt" 

Hi77 $ !\l~ $ bf)ij £4!\1 £2'Jl! 
11mb 7~O Rb'~ 441! .2% 
I'll 0 !l4S 1,~"O -lRb <l2!1 ---2f ll/O :J,SHI 1,,~51l 007 • 

'1'h1" "how .. th,tt the lllere compamtIV(' amoullt!> of ilupurtb ilud 
t'xportr, are a tallaeious tef>t of prof>penty. 

2. The E.r)iort8coll,s~l!t1t1atnly (!fr(1u' Pruduce.-Bverycountry 
"hould mamly produce that for \\-hlCh it hah the grelttest natural 
ftdvantageb England is rICh Ul coal and iron, the grel~t require­
Itltmtf> 1Jl modern manufactures. It ib therefore most profitable 
to }1;ngland.to import food alId raw pl'oquce, gIving in excbnge 
lllanufac~u~'ed goods • 

lndilt has plenty ot u'on ore: lmt it has only scattered 
llilicheb of coal, without WhW}l the fOl'UJf'r If, of little avail. It 
I'> alb() only recently that thet:!e patcber:; have been worked. 
On the other hapH, IndIa haH fertile pll\ins, with brilliant.sw1-
"hine, favourable to ihe growth of cotton. grmn. indigo, &0. 
\Yhile l1Htnufactuf{lS should be ent:ouraged, India U'lll&t be 
chiefly agricultural. 

The United ~tltteB of .Allleri(J1J, forms one of the largest .qd 
licn.er,t cQ'Ilntriea in the world, whitt jt$lf<lple are tQ.OSt int.e~ 
and en.etic; yet its e~ports likewise eonsist chietl1 of·.w 
pl'odl'tCtl: \ ' 

The Unitej Stu.te~~ powe~el':ti€. doing i1ia I,ltuwst kf.~oo~€ 
HJauutlW~Ul't\Ill, and it, will be ~Qwn UM~ u,notbQ bead. that 



m lndi& considel'able prQg~ has been luade 10 the sa.me 
<111'ection. 

3. J<Ju.!Jli:..h Mercit.allib J'/'(tp (til tlw umcjltl5 oj 1n.ditHt C(),~/t1IWrl!t'. 
~ 

Englil:!h luerohantt:l are thul:!det:lcribed by Itn influ8ntif.\l Ifulian 
jounutl : 

"English merchnnts during !t SW!Ly of nearly a centut'Y rifled the 
1<\1)\1 ill aU it\; wealth. A century 01 plunder \ Antl 110W what hab 
'1ucc~eded it'l The' Spoliation of India,' hILs it cea'lcd :) Certainly not. 
It i'il going Ol~ at, vigorously itS ever." 

" English mel'Challts haV'e come here to turn a penny by fait· meallb 
or i()ul. They are perfect masters of envy, intrigue, and malioe."" . 

~ 
It i!; the WibfJ arrangement of Providence that lllen 'way do 

Ithe greatel:!t bl.'rvice to tht: public when they are thinking of nothing 
but their own interest. l 

A farmer rai&p:c-, grain ~irlJply for hib own profit, although 
other people would Rbtrw if he did not. A shopkeeper <loes not 
LulUWfJIWe bUbllless for the hem' fit of the public, and he belh, the 
best goods at the loweHt rates he Cltn !;imply to attmct Cllbtolllel'f,. 
A lawyer studIes hard to attain a high rank in his profebsion 
lllerely to becure more clientb As a rule, Emopeans COIlle to 
India sIlllply to bctter themselveb. It is, ho~ever. the interest of 
11111 claRBes of Englifhmen that thl' people of India 8hould be rich 
aud prosper'OuR. Officials will get highet salaries; the more the 
peuple have to t-oe11. HlP more they are able to buy, the better lL 
will be for the Hlerchant'>. 'l'he eapltal ll1erChlUlth mtroduce ib 
the lij'!,'\ blood of cIHuwerce They have opened up 1rel:lh hOUrCf'b 

of' iuduhtneb; through their lJompetition ryoLtl get higher Pl'it.:Cb 
tor their prod uce, !1nd CIJ,U pUl'cha,se good!', Itt cheu,peJ' rates. .N n 
lllell JH1ve done lllUl'e to increase the wealth of lndia than tho 
maligned BngliHh merchantt-., • 

Thretl industl'~b al'() 1I1((llIl11 ill tIlt' hands of Europt>am" 
'l't'tt, Coffee and Inoigo. The exportb of ea<;b during 1901 were 
as follow!' '*' 

C()fft'e 
[ndigo 
Tpa 

Other Exports 

Grand Total 

H22,49U 
1 ,t2391;7 
6:454:810 

H,701,301 
60,739,0131 

.. , 69,440,382 

• Butlt St{ttist~~at .1~3tract, p. Hip. 



Amne of thf' principnJ other exports wer(' the following :":7"-' 

Cottoll, raw and wlWulactured 
Rice 
Hides, 1'IIoW t\od dressed 
Jute, raw ll>ud manufactured 
Opium 
Seeds 

£ . 
IJ...3B6,281 
8,816,83" 
7,655,722 

12,488,443 
n,303,024 
6,012,241 

It will he seen tha.t 'rea, Coffee and 1 ru'ligo constitutE" only 
about one-seventh of the exportr; or hldia, 'l'hc grea.t bulk are 
raised.by the people tbemselveR and pa.id to them dIrectly. It is 
however.[\, rnistttke to think that Enr(lpeanr; get all the profits on the 
three articlf'R mentioned. Tlw grPltter pal t of th!' pl'oceed8 is spent 
on lahoUl' in the {'ount.ry. M:tny Tell. ('ompnni('f\ yit'lc1 only a f;H1flll 
pPl.'cAntngf' or profit; tlw lndigoitl\lufitt',Y is now in a, preea,riolls 
po<;itioJl. 'rhe labourers on tea ganll'nR Itl'P alllong the heRt f('(l 
in llldia. 

Mr. T. N. Mukerji· thUf; 8hows the value of foreign com· 
merce: 

"What now requi.res to be taken into consideration- is tbat foreign 
trade conferred a.n exchangeable value on \ arious results of labour 
which they did not poslfess before 01' posses'led only in a limited degree, 
or in otrier words, foreign trade converted those. things into wealth· 
which were not wpalth before or were wealth of It lesser value. Jute 
h!~d practically no excbangeable value h.:lfore; it 1m" been converted 
into gold by the mere touch of the foreign trade. Rome yean! ago 
myrohah~ms could be seen rotting in the jungles; foreign tmde touched 
them and converted them into gold." 

Great advantage of Large Exports.-Hailways and Irrigl\,tion 
works, of the greatest bem'fit to the country, have heen consttllct· 
ed with money borrowed from England at It low rate of intere"Flt, 
but which amounts to about seven m'ores a. yeal', Instead of 
annually remitting to Engla.nd seven· crores in silver and gold, it 
is sent in producE', while the preciollR metl\.ls remain in the 
conntry. 

PASTl, • 

Pa1aeea and Tomes. 
11 PnEHEN'I'. 

Publ~c Buildings. 
Hindu a.nd Muha.mmadan sovereigns spent large Sutt1R on 

splendid paJaces a.nd tombs. The tf)1l)b of Nur Mahal, Rhlth 
Ja,h&n's f4v<> .. rite wife, ('ost npw&r~ of thre(' erol'es. As It rule, 
the fnnes oUhe British Government have'been spent on buildingR 
of public utility. - ~ 

Sir W. Bunter 8&Y8-:- , 
." The Ep~l~sh ha.ve .lw;1 til 1luild up, {roll! thi! very foun~tionsj iJui. 

l~hl'1C Of a CIVilised ~Vf'l"UDleut, the mlltt<'l'lf,l fJ'ttmewOrk fo1' snell.. n 
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govprnmflllt-t,itR eoUtt hOUHt''l, puhlie hnil(ling'l, Iml'me!;:.;, jltil>., hospital ... 
lmd Rchoob,;'bave COl',t not lOR'! thiHI fl, hnlldmd milliOllq Fitel'ilrlg.·' p. II L 

He imagines an Indian of the last century restored to life, 
and wandering about the country ;_ 0 

"He would see the co~ntry dotted with impo'ling edifices in a 
strange foreign architecture, of whioh he could not guess the uses. He 
would ask wha.t wealthy prince had reared for hirnflelf that 8pttCiOll'l 
pl11fl,ce ? He would be an .... wel'ed tlmt the building waR no pJeItSul'p­
house for th~ rich, but a hospitl1l for the poor. He would inquire, ill 
honour of what new deity is this splendid shrine? He would he told 
that it was no new temple to the godR, hut It school for the peopla-." p. L 

Sir \Y. Hunter RaYb :--
.. Shortly after Bombay waR oedot! hy the Portuguese to the British 

erown in 1661 a'! P!tl't of the dower 01 the wife of OharleR II, the 
king waR ghul to hand over h~R unpl'Otitahle aC(luisition, which waf; then 
considered the grave oj Enroppans, to a Oompany oj 1,00<1011 mer­
chants, for an ituTll1Hl paymcut of £10 in gI01d.'· p.33. 

Instead of a few fishermen, Bmllhay has nO'w It popnla,tinn ot 
77Ii,OO{), is the greatpst cOll1mercial city in Asia, ana is ·ftl1lt(loPll 
with magnificf'nt buildings. 

Sir \V. Hunter Ray" '---
"The hi<;tol'Y \)1' Oltlcutta J'-, still mon' ;.,Lnking. Lefo,'I thall t\\ u 

eentul'it's I1g0, when OUT countr~'IlJPn fir'lt ..,(·ttled ill OalcnttH, tlJ('~ \\ (OJ ,. 

It poor band of fugitive H1erehant-., f;et~kjllg 'l1i"ltpl' trOll! the ('~t()l'ti()Il'" 
of the nntive rnlt'!' of Bengal; alld the rutn!'e CIt.> of \'a!:w('" (·on..,ht, d 
of three elu"ter'l of lIlud hut!'. on til(' ri\('I' hank.' p. :~:l. 

ContraRt DalholHlie Square with what It W!tR thirty :vean, 
ago! [j/)ok at its present noble rangeR of building;;,! 'l'h .. "Pala­
ees,l, in whieh BUl'Opel1US fehide in Calcutta, are not nwn .. d lJ\ 
them; bllt rentedQfrom Indians at rateR so high !t~ to havf' bl; 
('oll1e a very heavy bltrden • rrhf' Rame remark lalgely applif'fl to 
the whole country. 

Madras, the 'Oinderella of the Presidencies, can point to lwl' 
new splendid Law Courts, the Post Office, 6enate HOllRf', ljaw 
College, Oonnemara 11ibrary, &c. A stiy more fltrikillg proof of 
the growing wealth of the country is afforded by the palatial 
'ltrnctureR which 80mI' tradesmen have erected for their placf''l of 
businesA. 

If India were becoming <poorer and poorer, when a huilding 
feU into decay, hrickR< wonld be replaced hy mnd, and tile''', by 
thatch. The rf'verse iR generally the caRe; the houRes are im­
proving. 

• Tho pao;:oh 1'illf>I' to E!..1fllund·~ Works jon Inaia, p. 3:l. 



lMMM' OP n.lt01{)US M'~4LS ,. 

Sir w. Uun~ says ;-
... I.tbew is 1IlOt'e 6Oc1lmulated wealth held by ~\'et! lU tWO ~ 

of ~ Intlia. ~t_ and Bombay. cities wb~ a.(ij)~« .. 
~ ~ mtid"bu,mleM,-tlll1oll aU the t~ttre~ o"f 1fie tih~ 
Rond ki(,i;l ~ltrts under the MughaJ Empire." . -

PAST. ' 12. PRlilSRN'l;. 

S-U tBlJlld of Lure llQort of PncitU... PreCiou .... 
Indi,. can obtain gold and silver frqm other c01llltnes Ortl, in 

exchRilge for her produce. Before it C8Jllf' under British rule. 
its expOJ;ts were taken away hy small sltiling vesselA and calruils. 
The whole amount must have been comparatively small, a.nd 
the payment propottiona.te. Tn the early days of the East India. 
tlompany not more than three lakh~~ III yeltl' in tretvmre WIlo8 
allowed to be sent out to India. 

Insteadof a few salling ships, the English, French, Germans, 
and Italians, have fleets M steam vesse]", trooing to India, SOme 
of them as large as ten 8a.ilin~ ships. 

Mr. O'eonor gives statIstics of the net import of treas\U!e 
since 1885. At first it a.veraged two crores I1t y~ar, gradually 
increa.sing to a.bout ten Cl·ores. Since 183!) India has abAorbed 
in gold and silver upwards of H2O croreR. India never was so 
rich in gold a.nd silver as she is now • 

" Money," says The Edinburgh l(fl1iP11', .. HI property In its 
most condensed, least perIshable, and mOAt aVllilablf' form," But 
its value depends upon the use madt< of it 

The gold has almost exclusively been converted into orn .... 
ments, and some of the mlVf'l' has been similarly ~mployed. Tie 
Advocate of India says ;--

•• Never durin~ lts existence ha.s Indla. been so rich in jew~nery 
&8 now. The -peop.te a.re alwa.ys adding to their siOOk. Savings irom 
nearly ~l 90Urces are disposed of in tMs way. ~e Dl~g iDd t'be 
storing lIiWa.y of wea.lth in this form is the nationa.l peculia.rlty of this 
countty. It is indulged in by Itll cla.sses of Na.tive9.",~ great in value 
is the new jewellery fihat is Introduced into f&milies by MjI,l'l'iage ~ 
We ciaN not estimate it; the a.mount would h$ 90 fabul~~.'~ 

Tile 8InO\'fl1t now h:ld in jewek in Inl. ..not he We lhtIie 
aoo:~ t it is probably much~. At 1$ ~ .. ~ ia",~ 
it '\IV~ yMid S6 OfQreS a. yea.r-far nwre than the __ 
~~ of Britia1:t 1Ddia." "h . "i$._()f:~~ODly·~~~'" 
_.,.~ ~els.' , DaWities are c/:)1DQl~'81l-'~. 
~ .. ~.~ ~ •• ehjety QIl ~ ott ..... 
j~: ft8~~~tG.ifdfe1!l. The~ in 
.... 'CAEMIflt \h~~"'" ~ _~I n.v-e ~~ thilh' &Mb. '. ' 
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It i~ ktw that with ig·norant poople who onntlot read 01' 

write, converting savings into jewele, is aU that can be e~pected. 
and Ui cf!na.inly better than wallting them. But educa.ted per­
SOU$ should open accounts with Savings Ballkij, of which there 
are now great numbers scattered over the country. • 

It is. however, satisfactory that not only are some of the 
people prosperous, but they are beginning to learn to use their 
money with adVltntage. This will be shown under lIJlother bead. 

PART. 

C&ste. 

TIl. CJVIL RIGHTS. 

1~. PRF..Sl~N't' . 

Equality in Law. 
The present iniql]liom! AYRtem of caF.tf' was unknown in Vedic 

times. Max Miiller, who df'vowd Of'ltrly It Jiff'-timf' to thf' stud) 
\1f lhe Vedas. says;-

" The~ it; no authority whatever in the ·hymn ... of the Veda for the 
complicated sy'ltem of casteR. There is no law to prohihit the dift'erl:'nt 
e1Mses of the people from living together, frOill eating and drinking 
together; no lAW to prohibit the marriage of people belonging to differ­
ent castes; no law to brand the offspring of S:lCh marriages with an 
indelible stigma. Thl:'re if! no law to sanction the blasphemous pre­
tensions of a prie'lt~ood to divin!> honours, OJ the degradation of any 
human heing to It ... tatt' helo" thf' anima/. " (,hiPS, VoJ II. 

By degrees the Brahmans developed the sYbtem which is ex­
pla.ined in the l;awfl of Manu. The laws were nf'ver fully carrieil 
out, but they show the ainu, of the Hrahmam. The following 
tl.te some extractfl. 

B1'ahmon~. 

93. Since he sprang from the most excellent part. '!incf' he Wa~ 
the first.born, and si'ace he holds the Vedas, the Brahman is. hv right, 
the lord of all this creation. . 

100. Thus wha,tpver exists in the universe is all the property of 
the Brahma.ns ; • for the Brahman is entitled to all by his superiority and 
eminenoe of hirth. • \ 

380. Certainly (the king) should not \,-lay a Brahman even if he 
be oooupied in crime of every sort; but he should put him out of the 
rett.lm ill posseSslon of all his property, and uninjured (in body). Book 1. 

"Sudras. 
418. But a Sudra, whether bought or not bought, (the Braluwm) 

JIJ"Y oompel to praotiae servitude; for that (Sudra.) wail oreated by the 
tWf..exi"tent merely for the service of the Brahman . 

. 417. A Brahman may take \lOssessiop. of the goods of a. Sudra. 
with perfect ~ Qt rpino" for, smos nothing a.t all belongs to tha.t 



ttl. (JIVIL l\rcnlrrs. • 
• (~udl'a) all hia own, he is one whose propeli)' may be u.,hll a'tffll! by 

blS mMter. Book VIII. 

It is granted tha.t caste has !:lome advantages. It prPP',lotes & 
otatisnary semi-civilisation. It binds together men ()f the same 
class; it promotes cleanliness; and it is a. check, iu ~ iiree· 
tiona, on moral conduct. But these a.re fax more than cOQnter .. 
baJlUlced by its pernicious effects. A system based oil, fraud and 
injustice must, on the wlwle, bear evil fruit. The opinions of 
competent witnesses will be given on this point. 

'Mr. R. C. Dutt says, "The caste system threw a.n indelible 
staIn4Pn the criminal law of India.." . 

Sir)1. S. Maine, one of the ablest Europeans that eVer came to 
India, in his A ncient Law describes caste as "tht 'IlJ,ost disa.atrotts 
and blighting oj human institutwns." 

The following are the heads of a lecture by Pandit ~ivanath 
Sa.stri on Caste: - • 

(1) It has produoed ~lOunton and disoord. 
(2) It has made honest manual labour contemptible in this country. 
(3) It ha.s checked internal and external commerce. 
(4) It has brought on physical degeneracy by confining m&rriage 

within narrow circles. • 
([j) It has beeu u.-.oUl·ce of oonservatism in overy thing. 
(6) It hs suppres'3ed the development of individualUy a.nd indG-

pendence 01 oha.racter. • 
(7) It ha.b helped III deveJoplllg otllt'l' lIlJ UflOUb OU!!totIll:l, suoh As 

\!ady ma.rriage, the chltrging ot heavy mlIItrimonial fees, &C. 
(t'3) It has suocebsfully re'ltrained the growth and developmsDt of 

national wOlth, whilst allowing opportunity ot mellts.l and spirittt&l 
culture only to !1, limlted number ot priVileged people, it hillS denied 
these opportunities to the majorIty ot the lower 011l.88e8. 60nsequelltly 
It hal$ made the country negatively a loser. 

(9) It has made the country ht tor torelgn bla.\<el·Y by prevIoully 
ensla.ving the ·people by the most abject spiritual t;¥ra.nny . . 

Dr. Bhandarkar says: "The caste system is a.t the root bf 
the politica.l sla.very of India." 

Principal Cairg says of caste . 

"Insteoo of b~n~ down artifioial Oa.rricrb, w~g war with 
tabc SeplLra.tions, softening divhlioJls and undermining emllls ha.tnlds a.w1 
a,ntipathicl$, religion becomebl itiolelf the very conseo~on of th~:· _ 

For untold generations useful and hard .. working clau$s ha~ 
beev deprived of their rights, treate8 with injustiCle &tld eoorn by 
t~e fur whom they toned. Some of tteir wrongs have been 
rectified by the intertention of the British aoV6ftltne6t: btlt 
what is wanted is.an a.cknowl~gmeDt of t~e 1Jrotnet'lwod 6.1 -'!t. 

What.s, g101'loUS ohange It would be 1f the people of lDdia 
regarded ea.ch othi3r a40 brethreb, dealing rust1y with each other, 
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bearing owrtmOther' $ b~s. and seeking to aid a.Iul oomforii oae 
a.nother in the manifold trials of life' 

14. 

India. for three thoUSMld yearl:!, had its village republica., but 
its tOftner Governnlellt~ were pure despotisms. 

Bholanath Chunder says of the oriental mind: .• It ha.a 
.ue~el' known nor a.ttempted to know any other form of Govern:tnent 
exeeptdespotiBm."* . 

" Neither the Code of Manu nor the Code of Mahomet '~ntl.! 
directly to the people any power as of right to have a. voice m thf:' 
affairs of a king. He 1S understood to be responsible for his 
a.otions, not to his people, but to the Crea.tor." l'he king wab 
sqpposed to be above all law. ., The mighty ca.n do no WlOtlg," 
is a well·known saying. 

The Ellgliah have Rflpreselltative (7overnment them&elveb, 
.a.nd they wish every part of the British Empire to have it when 
the people are sufficiently enlightened. 

Educa.ti<;Ul il> the necessa;ry preparatory step. ~'or thi£; pur­
pobe school!, and college!), sUlted to all cJa~ses, have been et,;tab-
lished in India. ) 

Municipalitiel' have been tostel'ed, partly ab H, traimng for 
self.government on a larger sca.le. 

'fhe Eaf>t India Company was at nlst a purely commerci~J 
body. With the extension of territory, the Governor-General ill 
Oouncil WOI" empowered to issue" Hegulations," subject to home 
a.pproval. 

'fhe fil'&t a.ddltlOlI to the Governor-Hellt:ral'& (Jouncil wab the 
appointment ot ,t Law Member in 18:14, ,,,,hile Lord \ViUiaru 
Bentinck waf:, Governor-General The office wab .first held by 
Macaulay. Thjs led to thl;l preparation of Codes of Law, and 
other beneficia.l measures. 

In 18tH the Executjve CouncIls 01 the Viceroy and of the 
Government" of Madras a.nd Bombay a,nd Of the Lieutenant­
Governor of Bengal were enlarged, fo1' legi~a.tive purposel:l, by 
additIonal members, chol!len by Goverw'lent, one-haU of whotn 
were to be non-official. In 1892, {m,ther changes were made. 
Certain members were allowed to be elooted by municipalities. 
the cha.mbers of commeroe, la.ndholders. and the universities. 
The right of interpellation was a.lso conceded. 

A. Legi&la,ti"E' CoUfieil was granted in 1892 to the North .. WCJst 
Provinces, folloW'ed in 1897 by Councils for the Punjab &cd 
.Burma. 



In· oour8e ()t time the nw.nbei- of elected membert will 
gtadually be increased. J • 

ktdependently of Legisla.tive Councils, Indian public opinioa 
can ngw m.a.k-e its voice hea.rd through the Indian. preSf4 public 
meetlllg$" a.nd the N a.tionaJ Congress. Any wise ~estions. 
especially in temperate language, will receive a.ttentive consider­
a.tion, and !\lay do much to modify, iu !lOme C8o$eB, t~ policy of 
Government. Even in England, Parliament, is, to a 1&rg9 ex­
teIlt, merely the executive of public -opiuion. 

An Indian prinee looked upon his kingdom as his private 
est.ate, from which he was at liberty to exact the great.est meome 
and s~n~ it as hE.' pleased. He could personally take a.way the 
life, liberty, or property of any of his subjects. 

Even although the sovereign himself might be just and mild, 
htl could not communicate hib nature to the officers under him. 
His delegated authority was often crueWy abused. Old tra.vellers 
tell of barbarous actH committed jn their pre8ence. The following 
is u.n exo.mple: 

., The HovernoJ' of AhUiedabad, about the yeaI' 1640, had mvited the 
principal directors of the English and Dutch trades to !lin entertainment, 
of which, as usual, displays of danciug-girh; \\e1'O a.mong thlJ chief features. 
One party having danfi~ tbemselvef. out, a.nothel' was sent for, but for 
some reason they refused to come. They \\e1'e then forcibly dragged 
into the presence of the Governor. II e list!;'lled to their exouse, ' la.ughed 
at it, but immediately commanded It part) of hi" guard to strike off their 
hoo.ds. They begged their live" with honid crit's and lamentations; but 
he would he oheved, and caused the execution to be done ill the room 
!refore all the (.'QiIlpaU). Not one then pl'esent dared to make the lea.st 
mteroel>sion for thoMB \\l'etcheb, who wen' eIght in number. The stran­
gers were 'ltartled at the hot rOt of the spectacle and inhumanity of the 
action, which th!' (.JOHH'HOI tll.kin~ notice of, tell Ii laughing, and asked 
them what they were so much startled at: r 

" There iii no longer any powel in the stattJ, that can oroel', under 
the influence of a gust of passion, even- the mea~est labourer to be 
tra.mpled to death by elephant" or di"embowelled with a shafll knife. 
'l'he poorest oooly i" entitled to all th!' bolemu formll,lities of It Judieilt,l 
trlaJ, a,nd the punishJnent of dea.th, by whomsoever administered. tIond 
on whomsoeV61' infiiGted, without the express df)cree of the Il\w. is a, 
murder for whioh the lfigbest offioer of Government i" I!IS muoh 
accountable a.s a, sweepe1' woula be for the a.ssu,ssin:a.tion of the Gov~· 
<ieneralin durbat.t." Kaye. ' 

.Both Hindus ag,d Muluwnmadans .have g~t bodies.of la,';'. 
$OQle' of taetD vl high JWlti~u.ity. Sim~ codes were DeededJ 

ada~ to Illci<lerD timee. ,fJord ComwaUis hepu in 17D3 the 
ili$le ~ a. serieb of ~. bown as " Begu.lations." SinOQ 1833, 
these ha.ve boon ca.Lled .. Act~" In the~ year alegl\ll D;lember 
of Couneil' W~b .tppomiled to a,id in ~I¥'ing It body of 1a.w for, 
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British India. 'l'his work· fell chiefly upon Lord Macaulay, and 
the Penal' Code was drafted by him while h~ wa.s in India 
between 1834 and 1838. It was revised from time to time by 
eminent lawyers. but it was not till 1860, that it became l~w. It 
wa.s followed in 1861 by the Code of Criminal Procedure. A 
Code of Civil Procedure was also enacted. 

Sir Henry Maine sa.ys: "British India is now in posl:lession 
of a set of Codes which approu,ch the highest standard of excel­
lence which this specle!; of legir,lation hab reached. In form, 
intelligibiltty. and in comprehensiveness, the Indian Codes stand 
against aU competition .'" 

IV. EDUCArrION AL AN D LITERARY PltOG l{l1~HS. 

PAS'!'. Hi. PRl<;SEN'l. 

Education confined to 80° few. Education open to all. 
One of the greatebt hle%ing::. which the British G-overIlluent 

has cunferred upon India i::. its "ysLew of popular education. Sir 
William Hunter HtLyS : 

"Grea.t;t... ha.., be~'n the tlll~t('\'iu.1 [lrogl'e"" or IndH~ during the pa. ... t 
Hontll'·)'. it ... fllUll.llcipatioll. <;0 fltl' from ignoll'~lIue. fOI'lTH; w f&!' mOl"{' 
splendid IIH'DlOIi.al of Brit.ish rule. Trui.\' the peopl!' tllut wlI.lkl'U in 
du,l'knos!:l hltVe f,cen. a great Iit,!hl." 

'l'he ·l'euH1rk& of Maea,ulay, wIlh regard tv Euwpe 1ft the 
i\-liddle Ages, apply with ~tjll greuter j'OJ'C{~ to aueieut IndIa "W(' 
"ee the lllultitude!; sunk in brutal Ignorance, while lhe btudioll:-' 
few are engaged in accjllirillg what did not deserve the nalJle of 
knowledge." '),he" nille gCUlf," at the court of YikralWi(litya 
were unly lih a ff'w starh in the (lurk night. 

pi!-' j n a,ncient time~ Bl'l11nuam, suught to eon1ine learning to 
thelHselveh. rl'h~y ha.d !>chuah, 8cattereu over luuiu in which 
lialll'.tkrit WaR taught. 'I'lle' instruction wa!': oral: it was said that 
knowledgt' gained through hooks wab worthless. The memory 
W:1S chiefly exel'ci"ed. 'rhe study of Pa.nini·fl Grammar occupied 
ctbout l~ yean;. Ln the towns there were se&.ooJr.; where the sons 
of lihopkeepel'H letLrneil to write I1wl keen a.ccouutlS. 

\Varrcn Hastingb established the Calcutta MOOl'Ul>ba, ur 
Muhammadan College, in 1781, which was followed in 1792 by 
the Sanskrit College, Benare!>. The Poona College was founded 
in lR21. On the renewal of the East india Compa.ny's Charter 
in 1"10, a clause was'inHerted requiring not less than a lakh of 
rupees to he spent every year in the diffusion of knowledge. It 
wa.s not, however, till IH~;J that a General Committee of Public 
Instruction was appointed in Bengal. In 1826 ~ir Thomar:. 
Munro est-ablisbed a &im!la.r Board for l\Ia.draEj: 
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'J'lw Despatch of' Hir C}lItJ'leFi Wood in IBM marks an 
important epoch in J ndian education. Complete ]1~ducationll!l 
Depa.rtments were to be organised, and a National HYl:!tell1 ~ 
be crupmenced. In 1857, amid the tumult of the Mutiny. the 
Universities of Calcutta, Ma.dra.s, and Bombay were founded, 
to which the Punjah University waR added in 1882, and the 
Allahaba.d University 10 1887. 

A net-work of schools has heen extended over the whole 
country, rising gradually from indigenous schools to the highest 
Colleges. Bf'sides Arts Colleges, there are MedicM, Engineering, 
and Law Colleges, a College of Science, .Schools of Art; a Forest 
Hchool~&c. 

Above all, a commencement hah been marle in female educa­
tion. althtmgh the n11111bf'1' nnd!,l' inRtrnction iF; Rtill lltmenta,bly 
.,Ill RJII. 

HiI' \Y. Huntpl' thnf.- cont)'!tRt" aneil;,nt ft!lel modern education 
in lndia:-

"In the lltflL centlll'Y, ~lncation in India WltR It monopoly in the 
hR.nds of the prie'lts. 1\ power which tlw~ employed to ,mh.iHgl~tl:' thf.> 
minds of the peoplt'. r ndel' BritiRh rule, t:'dueal ion in I ndilt has be!:'n 
ta.ken t:'ntirely out of the ha.nds 01 the priests, n nd it hl~<e becomf' tht:' 
grea.t emancipator of the Indian race'!. III ancient India It Brahmllll 
was forbidden, on pain ofdt:'at.h, to t,t:'acb the sacl'Nl books to the masseR. 
n Ot1er British rule, the RtatE' schools offer instructiolJ to everyone, s.nd 
opf'n the same careen, to R,ll, Tn thr lR,'lt centllry the Hindus were 
taught. from thf'ir f>arlillflt ehildhood. that tbt'j' must I"t:'main impriRoned 
lor liEf' ill t.bf' CR,Rt(· 111 ,\ hicb they were born. We have DOW (four) 
millions of boy" and girls J'f'ceiving public instruction in India, '1'hIlSt, 
fOUl million"! of Ilative childl'f'1l are JeltJ'lling that evf:'l'y occllp&.tioll, Itnd 
flVf'ry prOff'SRion ill BritiRh Tndia is open to e\'f'l') hoy on thf' bf'ncheR of 
all Indil111 school."* 

PAS'!'. 

Sanskrit. 
}/j. PRESENT. 

English. 
One of the most monwntous changes in Indin, was the sub­

stitution of Bnglish for Sanskrit in Government Colleges. 
Until lR85, thEtBengal Committee of Public Instruction was 

mainly in the hands of ~rientaliRts, the stlldy of Sanskrit and 
Arabic receiving special attention. "The medium of illFltruc­
tion," sa.ys Macauln,y, .. was oriental, the whole ROope of the 
instruction was oriental, designed to conciliate old prejudices, 
and to propagate old ideas." • 

In~)llgent Hindus felt the need of·an education better 
adapted to the wants of the nineteenth century, In 1816 the 
Hindu College was 8stablishfld in Calcntta,' largely through 



the eifortfll n( David HStl'e, St watchtn&ker. Th{' ~tu.dies itl¢klded 
the work~ of Look~, A.dam Smith, Sha.k~peI'e. Hilton. and ~ 
w.ri~ . 

Dr. Duff's InstitQtiou. in Calctttta., coiutnenood in 1889."­
a ~ impultre to the study of E~lish. His views lBI'il held 
by the la.te Lord MSoCMl,lay and s'll Charles TJ)evely-.n. Soon 
.fterwa.rds. Lord William Bentinck issued the following ord« : . 

.. nis Lordship in Oouncil is of opinion that the great objeet of tbe 
British Government ought to be the promotion of EUt:OpeMl I~l'aturn 
and. sciel1~ amongst th .. NativeR of India, and tba,t a.11 the funds appro· 
prla.ted for the purposes I1f eOl1cation wOlilil ht> hest flmpl~ed on 
English education alonf'." 

, 
. Macaulay ~llbl<equently explamed that tlbe GE'neral (Jom­

mittE'-e, in " advocating Bngli1i\h as to the best medium of instruc­
tion, had in vie'" thoS(> c\asses only of thp community who had 
means Stnd leisure (or obtaining a, thorough education." "When 
the object is merely an elementary education, it may be most 
easily imparted to the nativps in their own language.' I 

In several respt'Cts thp Sanskrit language has high claims to 
our a.dmiration. The EncyclopfRdia B ritan'llica p,ays, "To the Sans­
krit the antiquity and extent of itfl Ijterary document.s, the trans­
parency of its grammatical f\tructu~, the C\)mparatively primitive 
stat .. of its accent system, and the thorough gramma'tiia1 treat· 
ment it ha.s early' receivpd at the hano of nathl' scholllrra. nlUst 
ever secure thf' foremoRt p1f1,('f' in the comparRtivf' Rtndy of Indo­
Germa.nic speech." 

The beauty of a lltngnage if> nol. howf'VPr, the mORt important 
f'Onfliderotion. Hir H. H. ~fain€' Raid ID a (Jonv(lC'ation Add'reBR' 

"The merely literary torm ill which knowledge is oonvey~ is 
in itself a small matter, and getting to be of less importa.noe every 
day; the one essentia,l consideration is the genuineness of the know­
ledge itself-the ql{e .. tlOll whother it iF! a )'eality or So Pl'etenoe." 

In the opimon of ~ir H. S. Main~, WorkR in Sanskrit contaIn 
"false morahty, faJse hIStory, false phIlosophy, and false physics." 
The more a person roo,ds of them, the tnHl'e i1'l his hea.d tilleo 
with false ideas. . 

Take the Pandits, fed from their childhood on Sanskrit. As 
So rule, they are the most bigoted portlon of the community. most 
narrow-minded. and opposed to all reform. ThE:' ttee may be 
judged of by its fruits. 

It mal, be sa.id thliit a knowledge 'Of Sanskrit is essen" tobe 
&hie to wnte the vernaculars correctly. Practically. it bas -often 
ha.d an olJpOsite effect. leading to flo pedantic Sa,nskritizec1 style. 
Men whO nave learned a little Sanskrit, but are i~t of-the 
laws of language, Jook upon TadbhavaB as ootTUptions, And ~ 
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to chauge them into Tatsamas. Reames says of some composi­
tions, tha.t they are bad Sanskrit instead of good Bengali. 

Sir H. S. Maine adopted the view of Sanskrit verstts Englisll, 
taken.by Macaulay in his celebrated" Minute" : 

" How, then, stands the case ? We have to educate a people who 
ca.nnot at present be educated by means of their mother-tongue. We 
must teach them some foreign language. The claims of our own 
language it is hardly nocesRary to recapitulate. It stands pre-eminent 
even among the languages of the West. It ahounds with workR of 
imagination not'i5lfel'ior to the nohlNlt which Greece has bequeath(;d to 
us; with models of every species of eloquenoe ; with historical com· 
positio.a, which considered luerely as narratives, have seldom been 
surpassed, and which, cOllsidered aH vehicle", of in"truction, luwe never 
been equa.lled; with just and lively j'cpresentu,tiom. of human life 
1\nd human nature; wi.th the lno">t pl'ofound speculationI'. on metaphysios, 
morals, government, jurisprnd(Jnce, and trade; with full and correct 
information respecting {'vpry experimental scienee which tends to 
presen'p the health, to increase the cOll/fort, 01' to expand the intellect 
of man. Whoever know,; ttmt language bas ready acces!> to all the vast 
intellectual wealth, which all the I\'isest nations of the earth have 
ereated and hoarded in the courf;e of ninety generations. 'It may safely 
be Sl\id, that the literature now extant in that langua-ge i~ of far greater 
value t,han all the literature which thI'ee hundred years ago was extant 
in [til the languages ot' t'le world togetbpl'. No}' iR this all. In India, 
English is the language spoken by the ruling class. It is spoken by the 
higher class of natives at the seatH of Government. It is likely to 
become the language of commerce throughout the seas of the East. It 
is the language of two great European communities which are !ising, 
the one in the south of Africa, the other in Australasia; communities 
which are every year becoming more important, and more closely 
connected with our IndhLn empire. Whether we look at the intrinsic 
value of our litm'ature, or at tae particuhw situation of this country, 
we shall see the strongest reason to think that, of all foreign tongues, 
the English tongue is that which would be the most useful to our 
native subjeots. . ' 

" The question now before us is simply whether, when it is in our 
power to teach this language, we shall teach languages in whioh, 
by universa.l confession, there are no books on any subject which desarve 
to be compa.red to OjIr own; whether, when we can teach Europea.n 
"oienee, we shall teac'b syst~ms which, by universal confession, whenever 
they differ fl'om those of EUl'Ope, differ for the worse; and whether, when 
we ca.n patromse sound Philosophy alld true History, we shall oounten-, 
ance, at the public expense, Medical doctrines, which would disgrace an 
Bnglish farriel',-AstronolllY. which "4Ould move hmghtel' in girl, at 
an English boarding school,-Histol'Y, ahoun4ing with kings thirty feet 
high, and reigns thirty thousand yearF> long,-and Geography, made up 
of seas of treacle and !leas of butter." 

Every India.n ought to be ahle to rea.d a.nd write bis own 
verna.culo.r: Next to it 9; knowledge of Epglish will he far more 
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impo,rtaat iht.n a knowledge of Sanskrit. III ~ ~ 
getleraJl,. daly a. worthles& QllIJ.tiering is~.. GAd __ 
Rooilld have iIDffie koowledge of Sanskrit, MK1 • few tb01'C!lugb 
S8.nskm scOOIars are requited, tiki} Dr. Bhtt;ndarkar, to inves,tigate 
Indilm hi'Story and rhllosophy, All educated InaitJins sooold' have 
SOIne knowl~e 0 the Vedas, UpaDlshadSt &'0., but it (l3ll be 
gaiued by availIng themselves of the labours at orieni&l scholars, 

Sir H. S. Maine says in one of his University a.ddressea: 
"The real affinities of the people .re with Europe and 

tiSe future, ~t with Ind~a and the Past.~' • 

With regard to the Past he says: 
It On the educated Na.tive of India the Past preSSt'A with );00 a.wful 

and terrible a power for it to be safe for him to pla.y or pallier with it, 
The clouds which overshadow his household, the doubt6 which heset 
his mind, the impotence of .progressive advance whIch he struggles 
a.g&illst, are all parts of an inheritance of nea.rly unmixl'd evil which he 
bas rt'-aeived fl'om tIlt' PaRt .. 

PART. 17. 1'P,Rfl.Y,N'f. 

False Sci,nC80 True Science. 
ThlR apphf's mamly to what IS t'aHed .PhYflical Bownn. In 

grammar the HinduR <'Ul'passed all other na.tions of antiquity, a.nd 
they made ~reat. progrt"f>'3 in lUathelllatlCs, TheIr logic also 
deserves praIse, but ill other rt'bppd"l their S(,lence htrgely con­
fiisted of wild base-leg., flpf'{·nlatIOn." Mr. H C Bmw givf'f> tht' 
following illustrations 

.. The Hindu geogl'l1pllPl doe!:! not tra.vel, doeR not explore, does 
not survey; he simply sits down and drea.ms of a. central mountain of 
~ height greater than that of the sttn, moon, and stars, and ciroular 
ocea.ns of curd,> and cla. .. ified hutter Tbe Hindu historian does Dot 
exe.mine documents, coins, and monuments, does not investigate his­
torical facts, weigh 'f:lvi(lenee, halance probabilities, soa.tter the cha.:lf to 
the winds Bond gatht>r the wht>at in hiR garDe'!': he simply sits down 
and dreams of a monster monkey who flies thro~ the ,atmosphere 
with huge mount.a.in<; resting on the Iutirs of his boGy, and (lOtIstruotf. 
thereby a. durable brIdge across an arID of all inte~ina.ble ooea.n. The 
Hindu hiogra.pher ignores the separating Jiue between history a.nd 
fa.ble, invents prO(hgioll8 and fantastIc stories, MId converts even histo. 
ricaJ persona,ges Into mythical or fabulous herOOfi. The Bin«\1 Mato­
mist dOOR not dlS!l8Ct, does not a.natomize, does not exa.mine the eoll» 
t,e,nts of the human body; he simply dreaU!1i! of CQlnponen~ llaris which 
httve no exiflitencA. lllulti¥liA'I almoc:;tin~fiJlitely the number of arteries 
!md veins, fUld spAaks coolly of a, paRR. through which the a.tomic 
'1oul effects its ingress a.nd egress " 

" The Hindu uwtaphysieill,n does not a.~y$ the fAet;a of ooasciouQ-
11tl5l8 or enquire in~ the.la.ws of thought, do6$. not el~y .• nea.tiontJ, 
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~Aj ~. and judgJilentii and, C&~y ~tHjQ" 
~ of., priaoipleli which reg~,ihe ,elabpraliob ot ~ 
a.nd p1'OOeS8es. of 4"eat!tQIlill8. ; ....... he simply ~s of ~ mind BIll ~~. 
deutal_ llliechi~Qh'~c5 of the sour. a.JUl show$ how m ~ 
estin&iou ma.y .be 'brought about by austerity ana meditation. u.. . 

"'1'Ile oounli!:Y 'bas had enough of poetio and speculative Pltel~ 
a.n-d what it needs now to enp,ble it to march alongside of the foremdst 
nations of ~ wQrld is III little of tha.t oost of mind whioh may be ca.Ued 
scientific. "t' . 

Every boYou.ttending an l~nglish Behool knowi$ tha.t there is no 
rock Mern in the centre of the earth, that there are nC} seven circular 
ocean! of sugar~cane-juice, wine, ghet' , milk, &c. The lUore in­
telligent' know that eclipse!:> are not caused by Ri.hu and Ketu. 
Instead of accepting, on the authority of the U pa.llil:,hads, that a 
hundred arteries proceed from the beart, students in Medica.] 
Colleges dissect the human body. • 

Professor Bose shows what the Indi!Ln intellect can e.coom­
plish, if wisely directed .• .By careful observation anrl experiment. 
he has. atta.ined tSuoh eU..1inence, that he has been recelved with 
respect by European tScientists. 

PAST, lb. PRESJl)NT. 

The Pen. ~ Pmting PJ.. 
}1'ormerly books could be multiplied only by the slow and ex­

pensive prO(le.,,, of copying. It has alsu been mentioned that the 
Brahmans sought, as fltr aH posl:uole, to make their instruction 
oral. The idett WitS given that knowledge derived from books was 
worthless. 

The Chinese have had priQting from wooden block!!! ror sevet'(til 
centuries. The art of printing from moveable types was invented 
in Europe about the middle of the 15th century. Vasco da Gama. 
whQ landed a.t Ca.licut in 1498, WitS fqllowed by Portuguese Mii. 
sionaries. Fra. Bartolomeo says ;-

.. The ftl:st book printed in this t.'Ouutry (India.) WlIoS the lJootrina 
Cknstiana, by Giovlinni Gonsalves, a la.y brother of the order of tJre 
Jesuits; who, sO fa.r"s I know, first cast Tamulic charaeters in the year 
M'7'7. After this appem-ed-in 1578. lIo book entitled Jl108 Sanctorom."} 

The first Tamil'types c&:,It in Europe seem to bav~ beeu. at 
A.!:llsterd&m in 1678, to express the names of some J!1ants. 

The oldest ~en of printing in Bengali is Halhed'£ 
Gl'IUl'I~, 'printed at' Roo~ly in 1778. 'fhe types were prepated 

.-~-.. -------.------.-,~.-~--------
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by the ha.nds of Sir C. Wilkins. He instructed It blacksmith, 
named Panchaman, in type-cuttin~, and &11 the Bellgu.li knowledge 
of the process was derived from hIm. 

The Statement oj Moml alld lIlaterial Progre8s and OoniJ,ition 
oj India during tke year 1900-01, gives the Publications registered 
in each Province as follows ;-

Bengal 2.590 
United Province:; 1.665 
Punjab 1,801 
Bombay .~. 1,158 
Ma.dras .. . 1,221 
Assam 28 
Central Province" 38 

7,893 

l'he total l1ulllbcl uf 'caplel:> printed lllUl:>t amount to Heveral 
millions. 

PAST. H). PRESENT. 

Ignorance of the outside world. Newspapers. 

Invasiotfs at different period!> made the existence of l\Hechhas' 
beyond the boundaries of Aryavarta disagteeably felt; hut l,here 
was no desire under Brahmanicall'ule io become acqua.inted with 
what was transpiring in the regions beyond, 

The late Rev. George Brown, an American Misl:lionary, !>ay!> ; 
.. Is it no blessing that the Hindu of to-tiny has a muoh grander 

a.nd better world to look out upon, tha,n his father had? The whole 
world, to his fathers, was Mlecbha, defiled, bltl'oarous, beyond the 
pale of intercourse, abhorred even by the Gods y,ho reserved their inca)" 
na.tions and revelations and manifold favours for the people of this 
country. Now, the edu('ated Hindu thinks it a privilege to visit the 
Ocoident and become acquainted with the marvols of civilization and 
art. Once the s~mpathie.,. of the Hindu were cahined, cribbed, 
oonfined, shrivelled up to the confines of his own caste; now what is to 
binder their expansion to the ends of the earth, and the comprehension 
of oJl na.tion" in his fellow-feeling ?" 

Hicky's Gazette, which appeared iii Ca~utta in 17~O, was 
the first newspa.per published in India. The first vernacular 
periodic,~l wall commenced in ,1822 by the ~erampore Missionaries. 
When Sir Charles Metcalfe, III 18;:J5, abohshed the Press Regula­
tions, "there were only EftX native papers," says Sir Roper 
Lethbridge, "and thetJa in no way political." 

Luker's Indialt Press Guide for 1885 gives the numbers of 
Newspapers and Periodicals published in India as follows: English 
175; Bilingual 57 ; Bengali 21; Burman 1 ; Canarese 3 i French 1 ; 
Gujarati 31; Hindi M; Malayalam 4; Marathi 11; Oriya. 8 ; • 
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Punjabi 1: Persian 1; Portuguese 1; 8anMkrit 1:. f!'amil 10; 
Telllgu 0; Urdu or Hindustani 102; total 448. 

'I'hacker'b Indian Directory for 1901, contain" a list of 5.'15 
NewfiPapers and Periodicals. 

PAI:l'J'. 

Lettel'l sent by private 
persons • 

• 

~O. !'U.I!:SEN1. 

A chea.p a.nd emoient Postal 
System. 

If a son is a.wa.y frOIll home, hib pa.tenhl wish tu heal' how he 
is, a11t1 he will wish to know about his parents. One 01' the 
other lllILy have important news ; a son or father Illay Le da.nger­
ausly lit, and the presence or the one or the other required . 
Under former rule either a special Illessengl'r had to be senL or a 
letter was given to a friend going in that direction. 'l'here would 
thus be expem,e, loss of tillle, ,md uncertainty of a letter reaching 
its der,tination. The great a,dvantagc,> of the pr,.."eIlL postal 
system are thus apparent. 

The word post comes irollJ the Latlll, POSitU8, 'placed. ' 1n 
the Homan Empire along the roads there were PQ..,ts or stagel:l, 
where couriers were maintained to carry Government letterb. In 
the ancient Persian ~lllpire '.wift calUeib were employed. In 
thebe cases the postr, seem to hay«=, ueen bet lIP for government 
I)ervice only. 

Tn England, in early tlllles, uoth public and private letters 
were "ent only by speciu.l messengers or friends. The first 
regular inland po::.t was cOlllmenced under Charier, 1., in 1635. 
In 1710 a general post office for' the three kingdoms was establish­
ed. Till1H40 the postal chargeb were high, varying according to 
the distance. A letter to any place not exceeding 15 miles distant, 
was charged 4d., now equal to 4 annas. Under 300 miles, the 
charge was 12d. Rowland Hill, in 1837, a<wocated a uniforlll 
penny postage, and, after llJuch opposition, it waG adopted in 
1840. Letters below 4 oz. can now be sent in England for a 

pennp~stal rates iV India, till 1l;54, varied with the distance and 
were high. In 18"54-5 ~niform pc;stage was introduced, and the 
rate, t anna, was the lowest in the world. In 1879·80 post cards, 
at t anna, were issued. Money Orders were conunenced in 
1B62-63. In 1882-83 Post Office Banks were instituted. Value 
Pa.yable Packets were afterwards -introduced, and packets of 
Quinine are sold at Illany post offices. \) 

In 1854-5 there were 645 Post Offices in India, and the mails 
WE.'re conveyed over ;jO,594 miles. In 1901 there wel'c 11,306 
Post OftiQes, and the ma.ils were oonveyed over 131,621 
miles~ 
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Th~ f-pllowing statement lilhnws the Ulcteal/e of )e~ newtt­
pa.pers 8lld. book-pa.ckets passing through the Ittdiatt Post Otliwl'l 
during the 16.$t f'Orty years. ' 

Letters and, Newl>papel'~. lJook-Packets. 
Post Oards. 

lS70-71 77,303,074 6,565,323 1,127,189 
1880-81 143,53R,106 11,942,304 2,lOli,5(X1 
1890-91~ 280,740,41~ 24,935,368 10,375,319 
1900-01 4t59,209,482 32,091,400 IZ8,200,751 

The pl'ogref:ls made ib truly remarkable, showing th~spread 
of education and Lhe increased mtelligence of the pt'opl~. 

Sir W. Hunter has the following remarks nnder this bead. 
aud considerable progress. has been made since they were 
written :-

" The l"OliIulL (of eduoa.tion) has been a revival of letters such as the 
world has never seen. On the 31st MaJ.'ob, It;18, the Serampur mh.­
l:li{Jllcl.l'it.Jb issued the first newspaper ever printed ill a. na.tive l&ngnage 
of India. The Vernacular journals now exoeed 230 in number, and are 
devoured every week by half a million readers. In 1878, 5,000 books 
were pubhsMd in Indht, besides a vast importation of literature from 
England. Of this mas~ of printed matter, onlt 500 w~re translation'>, 
tho remaining 4,500 being original works. 'rhe Indian intellect is 
marching forth ill many dit·l.JCtions, rejoicing in its new strength. More 
copies of books of poetry, philosophy, law, and religion issue every year 
from the press of British India, tha.n the whole manuscripts compiled 
during any century of native rule." 

WHAT THE ENGLISH HAVE DONE lWR INDIA. 

The following short Sl.\lUluary is from The Times: 

"We found India a. ma8!! of ail Ol'iantal a.buses, open to invasion 
from without, scourged by incessant civil wa'rs within, divided into a 
multitude of wea.k Sta,tes with shifting boundaries~d evanescent dyn&s­
ties. Creed fought with creed a,ud race with race. Corruption, oppres­
sion, a.nd oruelty were rampant upon all \ides, and they ha.d borne 
their evil b&rvest. Pestilence and famine devastated the la.nd a.' brief 
interva.ls with It thoroughness whioh it is not ea.sy in these ch.}'"i to con­
ceive. Life and property we~ everywhere inseeure; and, while mis­
government weighed h8\vily upon &11 classes. it bore, a.S it al1hYS does 
bear, with the most crushing weight upon the poor and the ~t. 
We hlllve given India. for the first time in her amWs ~ ~ 
foreign enemies, for the first time we h&ve eataWisbed ana ~ 
peaee a.nd order within her frontit\l'S. An sorts a.nd ~"Of., 
from the great ieuda.torielleof the Imperial Orown to the pea4nt-_ 
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the ~~ bobl a.nil enjoy their rights under the h1y.io~ pl!()cvisions 
of .. jut .. intelligent syatem of la.w. The ka.treds !lind prejudices of 
hostUe peoples and of conflicting religions a;re etI1"becJ by .. ~ a.na 
impa.rti.al Administration. A humane, enlighteneCl, a.nd absolutely pure 
syst.ellf of government ha.s succeeded to the supreme power onoe grossI, 
misused by generations of na.tive despots; a.nd if those who direct It 
spend their energies a.nd their health, and not infrequently their lives, 
in the serviCE! onhe Indian peoples, they ha.ve a.t least the supreme 
gratitica.twn of seeing around them the 'hork of their handa." OOiOiJf1' 
30,1897. 

• 
Sir Madhava Row's opinion of Brithh Rule in India ba.s 

heen qIloted. To it nlay be added that of thf' l&te V. Hamiengftf. 
DewIl>n oi TraV1tUcore . 

" We live under the mildest, the Illost enlightened, and the most 
powerful of modern Governments; we enjO) in a high degree the rights 
of personal security and personal libertv, R,nd tht' right of private 
property; th(' dwelling of the humhlest ano mt'Rlwst flubje('t may he 
sMd to be now It"! mllCh hi.! castl!' as that of the proud Englishman is 
hifl, in his nativp la.nd; no man is any Iongl'l', by reason of his wealth 
or of his rank, so high as to be rthon' the reach of the law, and none, 
on the othf'l' hand, is '10 poor and insignificILnt as to 1>4:' beyond hI'! 
proteetion J n lei'll'! than a short century, IllULr!'hy and confusion have 
been replaced by order-and good government, as if by the waud of a. 
mo.gician, a.nd the oountry has started on a career of inteUectu8.l, moral, 
and material advancement, of which nobody (Jan foresee the end. 
Whatever may be the shortcomings of Government, (and pt'rfection is 
not vouchsafed to human institutions and human efforts) in the un­
selfish and sincere deSIre which animates them to promote thE' wslfari> 
of the millions committed to their care, in the high view they take of 
their obligationfl and responsibilities as Rulers, in the desire they Show 
a.t aU times to study the feelings and sentiments of the people and 
oa.rry them along with them in all importa.nt mea.sul'es, and in the 
'lpirit of benevolence which 'underlies all tht'ir notions, the Britifllh 
India.n Government stands without an eq~l." 

It 18 admitted that much yet rema.ins to be donf:'. 
Sir John Str8.(lhf'Y, in Finances and P1thli,r TVorh of 11ldia, 

ma.kes the followin,.l\('knowledgment . 

"It is not pretended 4Itha.t, unlike a.n,' otrhel' oountry, tl1e socia.1. 
I.lllI.ieriaI, a.nd politiQ&l conditions of India. now let!lve no room for 
improvement. Defeats ot ma.ny SOt1;J!J can l'etliChly be poiuted out. B_ 
it is tbrougb the ¥ery progress tha.t thes~ beeotne known, In the a.rts 
of t¥hnibietra.tioll, as ill all other applietl.tionll \'l kqpwlt'dge. ()W' vieW$, 
widen with. ~b suooesrJ;i.e step we take; a.rid the en'lpbtttio l'eoogni. 
ticm. tW lI\uch y~ ~a.tn8 tQ be <l&ue i'Or the ile$pl& of lndill. neither 
~l\ ... lustre c». -'t ~ been IWOOmpUsbed, nor sbculd «101 the 
~ 01 tboae who ~ ,eontiulle the strife with humAn ~nBA. 
~Ol"igp()~" p.12. 



.INlHA: PART AND PRESENT. 

WHY THE ENGJ_ISH SHOULD REMAIN IN INDIA. 

Three reasons may be mentioned. 
1. To maintain 'Pea.ce.-The English can act impartially 

towards Hindus, Muhammada.ns, Sikhs, and all the nation~lities 
of India. Peace is thus preserved. If the English left, there 
would be an immediate struggle on the part of Muhammadans to 
regain their supremacy, and Indian fields would again be drench­
ed with bwod. But probably the Russians would step in, and the 
people would find the Italian proverh realized, "Out of the 
smoke into the fire." 

2. To develop the Resources of India.-Of thiR t.ere is 
greater need than ever before. Formerly the population· of India 
WItR kept down by war, famine, and pestilence: TheEle checks 
have been, more or If'SR, retrtoved, and every year, nnper favour­
able circumstanCf'R, thf'l'C are two million mort' mouths to 
feed. 

COllntri(;~, peopled by Englishmen Ltnd their descendants are 
the richest in the world; ILR England hers('1£, the United Htates, 
and AlUltralia. Whf'rever they go, by their intelligence and in­
dustry they oE'velop thE' rf'sources of a country. Alrf'ad.v thf'y have 
dont' much for India. and they will yet do more. 

As an example of wha,t haR bef'n do~(' m India, it may be 
mE'ntioned that from 4~(j,03!i acref'.. formerly unpr(ldnetiVf' jungle, 
Europeans raise coffE'€, and tea to the valne of 10 crores a year, 
affording employmf'nt to ahout a lakh of landless labourers and 
their families. 

Although Europeans, from their superior knowledge a.nd 
energy, commence new industries, in course of time they are taken 
up by the people themselves. TriA is remarka.bly the case with 
cotton millR, started hy \i~uropeans. Only lately 1\11'. Tata, a 
Bombay mill-owner. was able to offer thirty lakhs to estahlish a 
Research Institute. 

It iR through Europeans that ryotfl \'eceive about 28 crores It 
year for lute and oil-seeds. 

India, has yet stores of latent wealth, which European know­
ledge and Rkill would do much to bring to lig~. 

One of the most pf>rnicious econom~c errors current in India 
IS that English llwrehanh, .. drain the country of itR wealth," ano 
gE't all tlw profit. fl'l1f> very different t,estimony of the Han 
Mr. Ranade will n,ftC'l'wardR be quoted. Meanwhih> the view 
expressed by Mr. J. E. O'Conor, late Director-General of StatisticR, 
.. in a very able and stl'ggestive article" may be mentioned. 

HefE'rring to th(' Sugar industry, hE' says that "owing to 
want, of capital t,he industry is carried on in the premature and 
wasteful manner characteristic of Indian industrial operationF 
generally." . 


