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INTRODIICTIONV

The root idea of the ceyemoniés known
co]lectwely as the Delhi Coronation Durbar
is almost too obvious to sequire setting forth':
it lies in the need for impressing upon the
mina. .of the Ind:am people the fact of the
King- hm}r,m‘a accession to the Throne
Those who ray still deem it necessary to
seek for its justificacdlon may be referred to
Lord Curzon's speeches on the subject. His
Excellency may be trusted to justify his
actionin the matter better than could any-
one else. Sufficient here it is to say that
as far back as historians go, and indeed in
the misty regions of legend, 1t,w!ll be found
that India has looked upon a Durbar, as an
approprlate way to SIgu,}.«:hse great évents
though the name itself rl)lay only date from
the Mahomedan conquests. However, this



is not concernegy either with .pohx
nistory : its entire object is to giv
.n idea of the Durbar as it was from day to
i:fa_v. But the Special Correspondents of 7he
Prioneer who Wrote these letters took it for
granted - $¥at " theio readers were already
ncquainted with the general appearance and
situation of the camp; and if ths is to be
a perman®nt sopvenir, something more ‘in
the way of description would seem to be
rfecessary.

By a reference to our map it will be seen
that to the north of the city of Delh 1’5 the
Clvil F;tation where mobt of* Gg¥rermanent
I-_uropean residents live. Hﬂﬂ wr? situated
the Arts Exhibition, and many of the visitors
and Native Chiefs> put up in the hotels and
private houses of this quarter. Bounding
the Civil Station on the west “is the Ridge,
of MutinLy fame, running north and south,
with its southern extremity not far from the
north-west cqrner of the city wall. From
this cqroer also riins the Grand Trunk Road
in a Rorth- westerly. direction, and in the
angle formed by fne Ridge and this road
lay“the main body ‘of the Camp, while to
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the south of the road the camps of the
Native Chiefs and the Imperial Service
Troops were situated.s” Thode who know
India need not be told that its distances afe
great, and that space is not considered as at
KHome. In the undulating plain {inged with
trees the various encampments nestled here
and there, and to walk round them would have
béen along day’s journey. o Just underneath
the Ridge was the Central Camp, composed
of the Viceroy's Camp——-—iatself 2200ft. by
1850ft. ; the tamps of the various Governors,
Lieutenant-Governors,- Chief Commissioners
and Agents $a the Governor-General ; and
those alsle of the Commander-in-Chief and
the four Lieutenani-Generals, Farther on’
were situated the military encampments, and
at the north-west corner of the Camp was
the Durbar -amphitheatre, a huge horse-
shoe rampart of earth, with tiers of seats, a
lawn with a flag-staff in the centre, and in
the inner bend the pavilion from which Lord
Curzon made his speech! The size of the
structure will be realised when it is stated
that it would be represented by a circle
placed in a square with sides 576 ft. iong
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To the west of the amphitheatre was the
Review ground.

India has little o learn in the art of
‘camping, for in the cold season it is a
favourite mdde of life, and Indian tents
are largtla,gzﬁ roomy structures, carpeted and
furnished like an ordinary house, while the
State tents are often of great size. But,
for the Putbar, sglendour as well as comfort
was considered, and the fents were hung
with bright fabrics, while lawns and flower-
gardens were laid out in the principal camps.
As there was abundant time for prepara-
tion, wooden floors and bi‘irg_ﬁng-pia('es were
put in and the electric light wwse jnstalled.
*The Native Chiefs vied avith one another in
their encampments, racking the ingenuity of
their skilled craftsmen and gardeners for
effectwe displays, while one CHhief—the
Gaekwar of Baroda—of the order generally
known as ‘“enlightened,” added also all that
could be done by the science of the West.
For getting about‘in this huge encampment
there was, of cou:zse, a network of roads
and there was ako a system of light
railways.
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Such, in brief outline, was the camp, the
Jargest and the most splendid ever pitched
i India, perhaps in the world. It contained
thirty thousand troops, more <~ less, and a
great civil population besides. In it were
represented nost of the races of the world,
from the negroes of the Nizam's Bodyguard
to .the Shans of Eastern Burma. It was a
city in iwself, with its civil government and
its police, its laws and regulations, its shops
and 1ts hospitals, its suburbs and i1ts West
End, its parks and its busthng thorough-
fares. These same thoroughfares sliowed
the strangest medley of kEast and West,
from the camel-cart to the - motor-car.
Whatever else it was, the Durbar must be
accepted as having been a wonderful and

~

an impressive symbol of the Empire.
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Telegrams which appeared n

“ The Proncer.”



THE

DELHI DURBAR

Tne Dursar Cawmp.
December 28th, 1902.

SpeciaL trains have continued to arrive
to~day and yet more are due to-morroty
morning. All but belated visitors, however;
are now here, and everyone is awaiting
with expectant interest the first act in the
great Durbar programme. Order has been
evolved out of chaos in the last week or
ten days, and the various camps now
present a restful appearance. There may
be small troubles and minor worries within
our canvas city. Late’ arrivals with no’
local knowledge may vrander for hours
seeklvg their destination ; others may haunt
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the railway station fn search of baggage
that has vanished }n mysterious ways, and
yet others may pursue will-o'-the-wisp
telegrams which flit frem camp to camp
owing to insufficient addresses; but on the
whole there are on every sang r:rgna of
orderly arrangement and direction by those
vested with autlznnty here.

So much for the view which the ordinary
observer, who has settled down comfortably,
may take ; but behind the scenes there 1s
still the busy official mac?nnery at work, for
countless details h;we to Qe thought out
beforchand. In the Forelgn beergtary s and
the Military Secretary's’ offices work 1s
anending, and until the hour when the
Viceroy steps into the train on the day of
his departure, the strain and anxiety will
continue, {'State functions are matters of
serious concern always. llere, with an
occasion so momentous and with cere-
momals unprecedented in India, those
functions,” from to-morrow onwards, with
scant breathing dpaces between, will tax
the resources of ;all who are responsible
for their smooth running. Qne single hitch
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may mar the most claborately contrived
spectacle, a word of mlsdlrertlon by a
subordinate may cause hopeless contus:on
the misreading of ordeérs nray leave a
©ugh digmtary or Ruling Chief stranded.
In short, a score of nushaps may occur
m spise of ail.precautlons, and then—
well, then, thoughtless critics will forget
all the ‘toilsome effortss of those whe
planned and contrived thgse State cere-
momials and wtll cast blame where probably
it should not fall,

So, thus early 1n the day, let us not fail tn
remembey WHas has already been done to
bring thed \?ast‘ca,mp, or rather congeries of
camps, mnto its orderly state, 1ts self-con-
tained condition. There may be roads that
are far from perfect, dust may be inches
thick alongside the metal, the guidance and
control of traffic may vex impatient spirits,
distances may seem hopelessly long, some
of one's friends may be hard to find, and
signposts may not help us much in our
Journeys of exploratu?n; but there are
compensations.  Enters one of the big
camWs, and {nm lawns. neat roads and
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faotpaths are immediatély in evidence. The
rows of tents seem to promise comfortable
quarters, ‘and the promlse 1s not belied, for
many of the interiors are pictures of snug-
ness and cosy surroundings, where women'’s
hands have been busy. Ho&pltable mess
tents, great and small, are everywhere to
be found ; and certainly one of the pleasures
of the camp will be mutual entertain-
ment. There ig a social life already here,
and to-day was quite one for callers.
Hereafter we may have less time for such
amenities ; but there are off days judiciously
arranged, when sports alone Wwill ¢laim our
attention, and then we shail malke more
visits and look up friends who will only

too gladly give us welcome.
All this is, of course, outside that circle of

official engagements, duties, ceremonies, etc.,
in which so many here preseat will have to
revolve. At present one sees but little of
this, for we areplaying in the lever du rideau
which precedes the big dramatic performance,
with all its revelations of pomp, splendour
and display. To-monrow, when the Viceregal
progession winds through the city, we &hall
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begin to realise what this Durbar period had
in store for us, and then every trifling
drdwback should sink into insignificance.

Of the life in more distant camps I can
say little; but there are ripples of rumour
as to the magnificence of the various Chiefs’
surroundings, theirluxurious reception tents
and richly furnished and well-agpointed
shamianas. Much of this Jou have heard’
of already, and reality probably exceeds all
that was foretold when these outlying
camps were slowly growing under the
hands of artistic workmen.

Miles av&a.g lles the huge military encamp-
ment, where the troops are resting and
recruiting after their trying experiences at.
the Manceuvres. They will soon have more

-duties to discharge, for their attendance in

strength will be required to-morrow, and
again on January 1st, while later on there
will be the big Review, when every man
available will parade.

The scene at thé Polo round this after-
noon reminded,one of Lords at a "Varsity
match., There was an imnfense gathering to
hear the first perfdrmance of§he massed bamds.
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English visitors were numerous, including
many arrivals by last mail. Some nineteen
hundred performers took part in to-day’s
programme, but some time before the Durbar
ends Captain Sanford hopes to bring th®
entire body under his baton. Theprogramme
of nine pieces to-day was well sele®ted, ahd
the exegution throughout was admirable.
“The Grande Caprice Militaire, under Captain
Sanford's direction, and the Lost Chord,
conducted by Mr. Gandee,* Bandmaster of
the 1st North Staffordshire Regiment, were
amofhg the most appremated items  The
Uhlans' Call, conducted by* Mr «Gibson of
the oth Lancers, also. deman®hs special
mention. The excellent time and expression
observed throughout bore witness to the
great care expended on rehearsals.

Dy
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I've StaTE ENTRY.
A MAGNIFICENT PAGEANT.

December 29th.

DeLu1 was astir early this morning, while
in camp there was hfe and movement from
sunrise, for the troops, which had to play an
important paft in to-day’s pageant, had a
long march to make before taking up their
allotted positions over the long line of route.
Careful rehearsals had shown, with singular
exactness, the time required for each
phase of the ceremony, and clear orders
could consequently be issued. There was
military precision in every movement
connected with the marshalling of the
regiments, and all fell nto théir places
without the least semblance of disarray.
The arrangerri‘ents governing the State
procegsion through the city had also been
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tarefully rehearsed, and the small army of
elephants was mobilised in positions whence
it could move along quietly and .in
imposing ofder. Taking the city itself first,
ihe erowds of natives whe congregated in
the streets from eight o'c}ock or earlier, and
thousands of others who swarmed on the
housetops and at the windows, were full
‘of excitement £t the prospect of the day’s
festivities and. the wonderful sights they
promised. Loyal mottoes*at every turn,
flags and bunting, triumphal arches and all
those decorations which native ingenuity can
produce, testified to the wertVersal holiday-
making, and even the squatid t'ho'l'oughfares
Jhad lost some of their ugliness in the play
of colour that lighted them up. Nothing
short of a magician’s wand could
transform modern Declhi into a beautlful-
and attractive city, for save and except the
Jama Musjid, the Fort, the old imperial
buildings, and the historic walls and gate-
ways, there is nothing striking in the whole
‘place. Bt Delhi'is so rich in associations
that appeal toe one's i;nagination, SO
interesting as once the capital of 4 great
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empire, that one can traverse its street$
without too close a scrutigy of the common-
pldce surroundings that offend the eye.
To-day thé city was teeming with life, and
there were vivid pictures, side by side, of
Oriental pomp®angd poverty, of magnificent
display &nd of humble rcjoicing ; for this was
an occasion when the people as wellas their
rulers and chiefs shared in & great spectacle.
The setting of the State. procession was
found in the ®crowded streets, in the
background of houses with their occupants
eager to see .all that should be presented.
It was a liwng frdmework impressive
in its o®n way and having features of
interest that (hanged as the day wore on
and the crowds moved from pomnt to
point.

So much for the city within its walls.
Outside in the vast camp beyond the Ridge,
and in all those other camps scattered over
the plan, there was all that expectation and
excitement which come *when actors and
spectators 1n the same grand ceremony are’
mingled together for the ®moment but have
to go their own ways.in a little time.
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f—Iigh officials and their guests had to parr,
Chiefs and theire retinues had equally to
separate, except that, in each instarice,
there were members of the persoral staffs
to be retained in attendance. Soon after
eight o'clock those destined to be spectators
only were preparing to start citywards,
and anchour lz}ter converging streams, of
carriages of every description, from costly
vehicles to lowly tongas, were flowing in
in ever-increasing volume .along the roads
leading to the Kashmir and other gates.
Ample directions regarding the routes to be
followed had been issued; but given all
these, there were still biocks and confused
knots of carriages here and there. A city
gateway affords a narrow passage at the
best of times, but here its narrowness made
itself more than ever felt, and yet,
marvellous to relate, no serious accidents
occurred.  Restive horses might give
trouble, reckless drivers might break the line
and others try shrt cuts, but still hcad-way
was made and the city streets were even~
tually entered safély. The carriage-way was
fairly well kept by, the police, and the‘crowd
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was as’ easily mandged as Indian crowds
always are.

“There was a triple row of vehicles
through the whole length of the Chandni
*Chowk, and 'as we slowly passed along
time was affosded for a study of the motley
gathering on either hand. Every section
of the populace was represented, and the
mixture *of varied costsmes was mos}
noticeable. The doorways and verandahs
boasted of many inscriptions done in
coloured paper and tinsel, and again and
again repeated were the words, “Long
live the KirfseBmperor.” Our destination
was theeJama *Musjid, and as we neared it
there were seen already seated to the
right and left of the roadway native
spectators, who had thus early taken up
their positions, fearful of missing the
slightest event in the day's programme.
Here the scene was highly picturesque,
as one saw patches of brilliant colour,
green and yellow and escarlet, from rows
of turbaned heads, while more mottoes
and flags fluttered awerhead. On the
left,‘ further on, were rows of seats
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eovered by a red and ‘white awning ; here
many European sight-seers had assembled.
As the great mosque itself was reached,
there came+into view an enmormous crowd
thronging its approaches, densely packing
the space beneath its red walls and
surging about its broad flights of steps.
Tiers of benches had been put up, and
on these were seated hundreds of persons
who had some claim to consideration as
Durbaris, retainers of Chiefs, or as units
in the great nondescript army of native
visitors that has gathered here. Pathans,
Baluchis and others ‘from« ‘beyond the
border and people from all pafts,of India
were there, and no more diverse assembly
could be imagined. Carriage after carriage
drove up. The European spectators
sassed up the steps and gained the vast
pen space in the Jama Musjid, about
vhich are galleries from which a sight
f all Delhi can be obtained. It wasa
right and gaily dnzssed crowd—uniforms,
military and polit‘fcal, abounding, while
the ladies were m their géyest holiday
attire. A cold wind moved lightly bver
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the city, and the "sun, though shining
out brightly from the Sloudless sky, had
not attained any power; so we sought
out our seats and then paced: across the
guadrangle for very warmth'’s sake.

It was fullysten o'clock before most of us
had reaehed the Jama Musjid, and we knew
there was a long wait before us; but time
passed quickly, as theres was an evers
changing panorama below us to watch.
Later came wisitors of distinction from
the Viceregal Camp, those who had
journeyed from England to witness. this
triumphal ,Stdte « progress, and who were
full of enthisiasm, and expectation as scene
succzeded scene.  Well-known members of
Society were recognised, men of note and
position exchanged greetings with friends,
and there was animation and brisk
conversation all around. Snapshot photo-
graphy was in the ascendant in some
quarters, in others field-glasses were
focussed and the ground was Swept for
unreacarsed incidents, ‘or in an effort to
discover some effect net at first noticed.
AlmVt under the shadow of the Fort
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walls gleamed out from amid the trees the
bright trappings of elephants drawn up and
awaiting their turn to march slowly past.
Nearer at hand was the prosaic sight of
hundreds of carriages parked in oper
spaces ; while to the left, of*them, on the
other side of the route, one siw the,
skeleton preparations for the display of
fireworks which 4w1ll delight us sole nights
hence. Presentl‘;.r the troops began to
appear, marching smartly along, halting and
then quickly moving into position on either
side «of the roads. Then came a period
of comparative rest, and h'milibary band
played lively airs at intervals. "t about
11-30 there came Lhe sound of the first
gun of the salute of 31, fired from the
Fort, and we kncw that the Viceroy had
arrived. And here 1 will leave the scene
at the Jama Musjid for a time in order
to describe the State arrival at the railway
station.

By eleven o’clc?gk there had assembled
all the Provincial . Governors and Heads
of Local Adminisfrations with other high
dignitaries, the Gommander-in-Chiel’ and
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Lieutenant-Generals and all the Ruliag
Chiefs. The platform was crowded with
a*brilliant throng, and the wealth of jewels
and rich ornaments worn by the Chiefs’
was dazzling to the eye. The station was
decorated in®evergreens and red, military
bands were drawn up, and outside stood
a Bntish guard-of-honour. The Grand
Duke of Hesse arriving from "the camp
completed the dlstmg;;mshed company
present. Thé Viceregal train was more
than punctual, for it drew up at 11-25,
Lord and Lady Curzon immediately
alighting, bt")fhvlooking in excellent health
after thefr stay at Dehra. His Excellency
was reccived with all customary formalities;
the National Anthem was played and the
guns of the Fort began their salute.
Greetings were exchanged between thg
Viceroy and those who had gathered
to meet him, and a quarter of an hour
later the train contaimng the Duke and
Duchess of Connaug’;‘ht arrived.  Their
Royal Highnesses were received by the
Viceroy in -person, who presented the
priﬁcipal officials and Chiefs. The National
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Amthem was again pliyed and a Second
salute was fired. Then a move was made
through the station .gates, where the guard-
‘of-honour presented arms. The Duke of
Connaught and the Viceroy inspected the
guard, and this ended alb ceremonial
at the railway station. " The elephants
told off for the procession were waiting
near at }.iand, and a few minufes after
noon a start was: made along the route,
which troops were lining from end to end.
All had gone smoothly so far, and as the
Viceroy and Their Royal Highnesses left,
the Chiefs, who all had shtlr elephants
geady, mounted to their hpwdahs “and fell
into line two by two.

To return now to the Jama Musjid and
describe the scene as witnessed from that
point of vantage. The salute of 31 guns,
waich announced the arrival of the Viceroy,
had scarcely come to an end, when the
second salute began, thus indicating to us
th> arrival®of the sDuke and Duchess of
Ceonnaught. There ‘was an appreciable
pause betwecen, of eourse, but we did not
take hote of this, as everyone was now L}
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of expectation, and -minutes fled with
wonderful rapidity. About a quarter past
twelve we saw the head of the procession
appéaring along Elgin Road, parallel with
the Fort, and five minutes later a leading
figure passed’under the Jama Musjid. This
Was the Inspector-General of the Punjab
Police, Mr. Charles Browne, whose
ag)pearaﬁge betokened that the Civil power
always leads in India., Then came the
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General of
the Viceroy's escort, Captain Rice, the first
military officer in the pageant, and following
close wae a “squadron of the 4th (Royal
Irish) [fr:;goo'n « Guards, the front ranksa
carrying lances with red and white pﬁ‘rmonsl
and the rear ranks with swords only,
H. Battery, commanded by Major Lecky,
passed next. in that perfect order which
always marks our horse-gunners, and
then came three squadrons of the 4th
Dragoon Guards, the band striking up as
they approached. Two :;Qaﬂ” officers followed,
with Brigadier-General Collins in command
of the whole escort, an& nnmediately in the
rea’ appeared Captain Maxwell, the Herald,
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meunted on a black horse, with trumpeters
in attendance. Captain Maxwell was a
striking figure. One can scarcely describe
“with accurdcy the uniform which™ he
wore, but it was resplendent with gold
embroidery, the lions, the crown and the
imperial cypher betokening. his status. His
trumpeters were likewise richly bedecked.
And this small but compact body drew
all our attention for a short period. The
Viceroy's Bodyguard, superbly mounted,
followed on, and then we had our admira-
tion excited by the splendour of the Imperial
Cadet Corps, led by the Malfa‘raja of Idar,
evhom we know best as SirPertdls Singh.
‘Light blue, white and gold were blended
in their uniforms, the colours of the Star
of India: their jet black chargers contrasted
admirably with those colours and with
the snow-leopard skins, which one could
not fail to notice.

Thus far we had seen only the cortege,
but our eyes wandersed beyond the ranks of
mounted men, for n;archin.r.{ straight down
the road, in slow bud stately majesty, there
appeared the elephant procession, which
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everyorie had come to understand was the
grandest spectacle of all. And we were.not
disappointed. It was, indeed, a magnificent
sight, and all description must fail to
«rive an adequate idea of its character—its
brilliancy of «olour and its ever-changing
features, the variety of howdahs and trap-
pings and the gorgeousness of the dress
adorningthe persons of ¢he Chiefs whaq
followed in the wake of the Viceroy and
the Duke and Duchess of Connaught. The
leading elephants bore the members of
His Excellency’'s and Their Royal High-
nesses’ S.taﬁgg and then appeared Lord and
Lady GerZon - on a richly caparisoned,
elephant with a silver howdah resplendent
in the bright sunshine. A murmur of
admiration, breaking into short-lived cheers,
rose from the crowd. His Excellency
acknowledged these by repeated salutes,r
Lady Curzon by smiling greetings and
gracious salutations to all. The Duke
and Duchess of Coanaught® followed
immediately, more ch&rs hailing them,;
but the impassiveness sof Oriental crowds
wasl brought home to wus on this
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as on other occasions. They come,to
feast their eyes on a spectacle, and they
are tongue-tied, for they express their
admiration cand delight in murmurs and
ejaculations rather than in the Joud
and spontaneous cheering which Western
races indulge in. They are impressed and
are almost+silent, but their appreciation
is not the less ,deep and abidirg; so,’ if
enthusiasm seemed to be Jacking, we must
take it that in their owne< manner they
expressed their feelings of surprise, pleasure
and delight in the gorgeous ceremonial
that was being enacted.‘'in Oriental
fashion.

As the head of the elephant procession
passed, there came slowly and in duly
regulated order the highest nobility of
india, in all the glory and pomp that our
imaginations have ever pictured. His
Highness the Nizam and the Maharaja of
Mysore led, the Maharajas of Travancore
and Kashtir coming next, and we were
soon deep in admbration at the display
of the gold and silwr howdahs, sumptucus
clothes, richly embroidered, -the sheel of.
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jewels, the bright colours of turbans ande
apparel and the kaleides.copic effects that
were revealed as the procession skirted
the Jama Musjid. More guns® had been
fired. to announce its coming, and the
Viceregal Standard now floated over the
Fort. But we had paid slight regard to
this, for the spectacular seene of the day was
within our*sight, and it welb repaid all the
waiting. Elephants with  painted trunks
and heads, withetrappings almost sweeping
the ground, stepped onwards, bearing their
loads with seeming consciousness of the part
they were.unaeraakmg in the ceremonial.
Here and tHfere a trynk waved a fan or curved
upwards as if saluting; but not a sign of
unrest appeared, and there was no break
in the continuity of the march. Howdahs
of every pattern were to be seen, high and
low, long and short, silvered over or
bedizened with gold, balanced on the broad
backs, draped in yellow and red, purple
and blue and green. Lomg silvet chaine
depended on either sid® of the massive
heads and made a musiaal jingle at every
step. YMen with maces marched alongside
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¥ some instances, and attendants held
bright-coloured umbrellas over the heads of
the Chiefs, who sat in every attitude in their
howdahs. ‘Some fifty elephants passed and
many familiar faces were seen, for: thé
Ruling Chiefs are well known. Here were
grey-beards and children, men in the prime
of life and those in their early youth, some
so richly appaselled that ene marvelled at
their appearance, others in simple attire,
and one Rajputana Chief in beautifully
worked chain armour. So about fifty went
on their way, two Shan Chiefs with a
strange group of retainers ‘clnsing  this
part of the procession.

As the elephants marched out of sight,
there came on a line of carriages, in the
first of which was His Royal Highness the
Grand Duke of Hesse, with an escort of the
15th Hussars. Then followed the Governor
of Bombay (whose turnout and horses drew
attention at once), the Governor of Madras
and the Lieutenaﬁ?t-Governor of the Punjab.
All these were accompanied by their Staffs
and escorts, a aetachment of the Punjab
Light Horse escprting Sir Charles Rivaz.:
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In the rear of these carriages appearede
a small cavalcade comprsing the Com-
mander-in-Chief's Staff. A solitary figure
on a horse that was never for 'a moment
still, but passaged restlessly from side to
side, was at once recognised, and there
was a humn of applause from the European
spectators. It was Lord Kitchener on
Democrat, *a horse once evith a great
reputation on the English Turf. His
Excellency had *Mounted Volunteers as an
escort. Then followed the carriages with
the Lieutenant-Governors of Burma, Bengal
and the U;nte.d' Provinces, each with his
escort, Mr. ®Bourdillon having a detachment
of Light Horse with him. The executive
Members of Council ctame next, and
then, on horseback, Major-General Mcl.eod,
Commanding the Forces i Bengal, with
his Staff.

Here we had a change from officialdom to
something that brought to mind our frontier
away on the North-West, t;Or there ;ppeared
the Khan of Kalat and the Agent to the
Governor-General in Balwthistan, followed
by Bahich Chiefs-—wild-logking men these.
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With long locks ¢f hair hanging ‘down®atid
sweeping their ghoulders. They were
qmounted on sturdy ponies, and sat like men
who knew what life in the saddle meant.
Next came Colonel Deane from the Frontier
Province, riding at the head of the Pathan
Chiefs, each man doubtless with a histéry
of blood feuds to his name, but well pleased
noew to swell this State entry into the old
Moghal capital.

Finally in carriages appeared the Chief
Commissioners of Assam and the Central
Provinces, with their escorts, and the
procession was closed by the rith Bengal
Lancers riding past, squadron by squadron,
soldierly 1n bearing and splendidly mounted.
The spectacle was, however, not yet over,
for after a little pause the line of elephants
we had previously noticed near the Fort
were set in motion, and by and by came a
second procession, These elephants bore
the retinues of the Chiefs, and though not
so gorgeous in‘their turnout, they shoWed
an even greater blaze of ¢olour and mbore
extravagant efférts at m‘nzunm'lttitml'lr ‘of
Howdals and trappings. Quite 2 Mitdle
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burst of enthusiasm was excited by a babyf
s:iephant bearing a young boy on his back.
Who or what he was no onc seemed to
'know'; but he had many a fair hand waved
to him. Men trooped on foot in this minor
procession, and one could understand what
irregular soldiers in many States are.

When all had passed we flocked out of
the Jama Musjid, meeting at the gateway a
small stream of worshippers, who were
entering the mosque to offer up their
prayers. Silent and unobtrusive figures
these, lost in our midst; but steadfastly
setting their *fces towards their place of
prayer. All this time the main procession
had wended its way through the crowded
streets of the city, eventually emerging
through the Mori Gate, and so on to the
Rajpur Road. Here the Viceroy and the
Duke and Duchess of Connaught halted so
as to bid farewell to the Chiefs as they
jpassed on to their Camps. His Excellency
apd Their Royal nghﬂesses dfsmounted
Hfrom their elephants ‘and entered their

«cagriages, which were driven to the ¥lag-
1sﬁﬂ':koad. Another halt was then called.
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movred forward. The carriages were es-
corted by the Bodyguard and the Imperial
Cadet Corps, and when the procession had
come to an end, the road to the Central
‘Camp was taken. The Viceroy and the
Duke and Duchess of Connaught were
‘received by a guard-of-honour on their
arrival at the Circuit House, and a final
salute of 31 guns announced that the day’s
‘ceremony was ended.

The State entry was a signal sucvcess, a
pageant that impressed everyone, and it
was carried out with peefect smoothness.
The procession took about af hour and
a8 quarter in passing the Jama Musjid,
‘while the time occupied from the railway
station to the arrival in the Central Camp
was about three hours. All the principal
Ruling Chiefs were present, except the
Gaekwar of Baroda and the Maharana of
Udaipur. The former has been detained
by the death of@ Dowager Maharani; and
the Maharana of Udaipur by the iliness of
his only son. THey are expected here: for
the Durbar on January 1st.
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December 31st.
Looking back upon the ceremonial of
Monday, one recalls m;ny things which
will Serve to impress the State® Entry into
Delhi upon the memory of all of us who
have an eye far colour and an appreciation
of scenic effect. The elephant procession
was in itself a spectacle that fascinated
one, for it was invested with a magnificence
that made the scene in the streets impressive
in its brilliancy, marvellous in its wealth
of gorgeous detail and admirable in its
completeness. The India of to-day has
passed long *beyond the age of “barbaric
pearl andeghld,” but on occasion there can
be produced scenes which for the moment
set us back in imagination amid those
days when Emperors, Kings and Chiefs
dazzled ambassadors and travellers from the
West with the splendour of their courts,
and delighted their own subjects with a
pageant symbolic of their boundless wealth,
their power and their majesty. *The ruler
whose star was in the ascendant had
necessarily to show himself at great State
ceremonjes amid surroundings that would
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wtir popular enttiusiasm, excite or confirm
foyalty, sorengthen bis hold upon his State
and: caus# his [, fame ‘to be ‘more widdly
known.: Délhi, Agra and wother capitals
witnessed, therefore, State ceremonials ot
4 scale of grandeur that varied according
bto; the purpose to be served or the
immediate end to be gained. tnder the
British dominwn the need for these
immense durbarg has almost passed away,
though in the larger Native States the
WChiefs will still welcome a prince of the
sblaed royal or a Viceroy in the old tradi-
tional way.

Here on Monday the lead#ag Chiefs
contributed towards making the State
Entry a ceremony surpassing even those
of Akbar and Auwurangzeb. It was the
combination of the pomp and splendour
ab .the command of each Indian Prince,
so far as, they could be drawn upoa te
detk a single elephant, which made this
pageant sb striking. On each howdah and
amid every set of trappings there .was
such: a glitter of gold and siver that ithe
‘whole living Jine:was resplendent.  There
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waswo break din its hallisncy, nd tawdry
defects to tessen the wivid-glow of colours,
which flushed and changed as the stately
procession went on its way ; ‘and in the
towdahs themselves there sat princely
figures so ablaze with jewels and gold,
so covered with rich apparel that we could
not but gaze in pleased amazement at
their wealth of ornamentasion. Upon the
dress of several of the Chjefs still in their
childhood theré had been loving and artistic
hands at work, so that these minors should
not be less beautifully and sumptuously
arrayed tj‘lan‘ ‘their elders. Simplicity of
dress in®some rare instances could be
noted ; hut this only added to the effect
of the bright colours which made up the
body of the picture. It was noted also
that all, both young and old, bore them-
selves with dignity and with steadfastness
of demeanour. They had their part to fill
in this imposing ceremony and they filled
it: to admiration.

> ‘As to the procession of the Chiefsl
rétinues, there were in & 168 elephants,—
sdwiderabad having 16. Gwalior 15. Rewah
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The howdahs were all occupied by
Sirdars and attendants. As the elephants
of the Viceroy and the Duke and Duchess
of Connaught passed this long line, drawn
up, near the Fort, the retinue elephants
saluted with their trunks. .This kind of
-salute is always effective in its strangeness,
and once seen can never be forgotten.
Major Dunlop-§mith had the marshalling
of these elephants, and he managed it
perfectly. It may be further remarked
that in the Chandi Chowk, as the Vice-
regal procession paced along, there were
constant outbursts of ent\l'lﬁsia‘sm, the
impassiveness of the thousands &f spectators
breaking down and their feelings being
given full expression.

. To-day has witnessed no further State
cere monies, as everyone is preparing for
the Durbar itself t0-mOrrow.. Polo matches
and the playing of the massed bands have
filled the morning and afternoon, while this
evening thtre are many dinner parties, asour
social life demands this form of pleasure.

. The wazather has comple.tely changed,
and’ all to-day there has b:en a warm
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soft air ‘enveloping us in camp withoat
any of the cold breeze which has hitherto
prevailed. The sun has quite made its
pow.er felt, and there are fo'febodings of
rain next week, unless the cold once niore
sets in. AS, however, the sky remains
tlear, we need not fear the advent even
of showers for some days to come.

-y
-,
->;



Arts anpD Crarrs ExHiBiTiON

December 30th.

Tuis morning the Viceroy opered the
Arts Exhibition. As already stated, this
great collection of Indian awts and handi-
crafts finds its home in an immense white
building erected in Kudsia Gardens. The
nature of this building and the method of
its construction; how that, despite its
:apparent solidity and permanence, it is in
reality the creation of a few months and
constructed mainly of wood and plaster
with iron supports: all this has been recorded
before. Suffic: it to say that an extremely
striking effect has been produced, and that
the main elevation in the Saracenic style,
with its omamentagion in tile work and
fresco painting, carrid out by the potters of
Lahore, Multan, Hglla and Jaipur and the
pupils of the Mayo School of Art at Lahore
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respectively, deserve the special attenuwa
of visitors. Arrangements were made to
seat some 3000 spectz.ltors in front of the
platform, and the rule of “fifst come first®
served” held good for all, with the exceptionr
of the Vicerggal house-party. The result
was that many visitors of distinction, who
arrived somewhat late, found standing-room
only. The Governors angd the Lieutenant-
Governors, together w.ith the Members
of the Viceroy’s Council, the Commander-
in-Chief and numerous Ruling Chiefs,
had places on the platform itself. Shortly
after l:alf-j)ast—eleven, the time fixed
for the ®opening ceremony, a flourish
of trumpets and the National Antheme
announced the arrival of the \!-'iceroy, who
was accompanied by the Duke of Connaught,
Her Royal Highness following with Lady
Curzon. Dr. Watt, the Director of fhe
Exhibition, received the distinguished party
and conducted them to their seats, whi¢h
were fitly of inlaid Indjan work. No time
was wasted in prelinfinaries, the Vieeroy
at once rising to deliver his speech. His
Excellency said :—
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‘*Your RovaL Hicunesses, Your 'Hich-
NESSES, LaDiEs AND GENTLEMEN,~—It is now
my pleasant duty to proceed to the first of
°the functions‘of the present fortnight ‘and
%o declare open the Delhi Arts "Exhibition.
A good many of our visitors wpuld scarcely
believe that almost everything that we see
before us, except the trees, is the creation -
of the last eight ,months. When.] came
here in April last to select the site, there
was not a trace of this great building, of
these terraces and of all the amenities that
we now see around. They have all sprung
into existence for the sake of this ex{l\nbition,
and though the effects of the‘exhibition
‘will, I hope, not be so quickly wiped out,
the mise-en-scene is, 1 am sorry to say,
destined to disappear. Perhaps you will
expect me to say a few words ahbout the
circumstances in  which this exhibition
started into being. Ever since 1 have been
in India 1 have made a careful study of the
art, industries and, handicrafts of this
country, once so famous and beautiful, and
Ithave lamented, as many others have done,
their progressive deterioration and decline.
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When it was settled that we were to holds
this great gathering at. Delhi, at which
there would be assembled 1epresentatives
of every province and state in Ifdia, Princes
eand.Chiefs and nobles, high officials, Native
gentlemen, and visitors from all parts of
the globe, it struck me that here at last was
the long-sought opportunity of doing some-
thing to resuscitate these threatened handi-
crafts, to show to the world of what India
is still capablerand, if possible, to arrest the
process of decay. (Applause.)

“Accordingly I sent for Dr. Watt, who
is reSponybl.e'fm everything you will see
mmside th@ré—(applause)—and 1 appointed
lnm my right hand for the purpose. Far
and wide throughout India have he and his
assistant, Mr. Percy Brown, proceeded, tra-
velling thousands of miles, everywhere inter-
viewing the artisans, selecting specimens,
giving orders where necessary, supplying
models and advancing money to those who
needed it. Three condisions [ laid down to
be observed like the laws of the Medes and
Persians. First | stipudated that this must
be an Arts exhibition and nothing else. We
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could easily have given you a wonderful
show illustrating the industrial and economic,
development of India. Dr. Watt has such
an exhibitidn, and a very good one too, at
Calcutta. We could have shown you timbers
and minerals and raw stuffs ,and hides and
manufactured articles to any extent that
you pleased. It would all have been very
satisfying but glso very ugly. But1 did
not want that. ‘I did not mean this to be
an industrial or economic «exhibition. [
meant it to be an Arts exhibition, and that
only. My second condition was that [
would not have anything ‘European or
guasi-European in it. 1 declined to admit
any of those horrible objects, such as lamps
on gorgeous pedestals, coloured glass lustres
or fantastic statuettes that find such a
surprising vogue among certain classes in
this country, but that arebad anywherein the
world, worst of all in India, which has an art
of its own. (Applause.) I laid down that I
wanted only the work that represented the
1deas, the traditions, the instincts and the
beliefs of the people Itis possible that a few
artitles that do not answer to my deﬁnitioxg
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may have crept in, because the process
of Europeanisation is going on apace in this
country, and the number of teapots, cream-
Jugs, napkin rings, salt-cellars and cigarette
Cases that the Indian artisan is called upon
to turn out i% appalling. But, generally
speaking, my condition has becn observed.
“My third condition was that I would
only have the best. I did mot want cheap
cottons and wax-cloths,. vulgar lacquer
trinkets and tinsel, brass goods and bowls
made to order as in Birmingham or perhaps
made in Birm.ingham itself. What I desired
was an eexhibition of all that is rare,
characteriStic or beautiful in Indian art.
Our gold and silver ware, our metal work
and enamels and jewellery, our carving in
wood and ivory and stone, our best pottery
and tiles, our carpets of old Oriental patterns,
our muslins and silks and embroideries, and
the incomparable Indian brocades, all of
these you will see inside this building. But
please remember it is gbt a bazaar but an
exhibition. Oug dbject has been to encourage:
and revive good work, *not to satisfy the
requirements of the thinly<lined purse.
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“Such is the general character of the
exhibition. But. we have added to it
something much more impowm. Conscious
that taste is declining and that many of our
modern models are debased and bad, we
have endeavoured to set up alongside the
products of the present the standards and
samples of the past. This is the meaning
of the loan coflection which has a hall to
itself, in which you will see many beautiful
specimens of old Indian artware lent to us
by the generosity of Indian Chiefs and
connoisseurs, some of it coming from our
own Indian museums, and somc from the
unrivalled collection in the South kensmgton
Museum in London. Many of these objects
are beautiful in themselves; but we hope
that the Indian workmen who are here and.
also the patrons who employ them will
study them not merely as objects of
antiquarian or even artistic interest, but as
supplying them with fresh or rather
resuscitated ideas, which may be useful to
them in inspiring their own work in the
future. For this may be laid down as a
truism, that Indian art will never be revived
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by borrowing foreign ideals but only by
fidelity to its own. (Applause.)

““And now I may pe asked what is the
object of this exhibition and what good do
9 expect to result from it. I will answer in
a very few words. In so far as the decline
of the Indian arts represents the ascendancy
of commercialism, tie superiority of steam-
po{ver‘ to ‘hand-power, the ¢riumphs of the
test of utility over that of taste, then I have
not much hope. We are witnessing in
India only one aspect of a process that is
going on thl;oughout the world, that has
long agq extinguished the old manual
industries® of England and that is rapidly
extinguishing those of China and Japan.
Nothing can stop i1t. The power-loom will
drive out the hand-loom and the factory will
get the better of the workshop, just as surely
as the steam car is superseding the horse
carriage and as the hand-pulled punkah is
being replaced by the electric fan. All that
is inevitable, and in ane age which wants
things cheap and does not mind their bemg
ugly, which cares a good deal for comfort
and not much for beauty, and which is



52

'never happy unless it is deserting its own
models and traditjons and running about in
quest of somethmg foreign and strange, we
may be certain that a great many of the old
arts and handicrafts are doomed. There is
another symptom that tq my mind is even
more ominous. I am one of those, as I
have said, who believe that no national art
is capable of continued existence unless
it satisfies the .ideals and expresses the
wants of the nation that has introduced it.
No art can be kept alive by globe-trotters
or curio-hunters alone. If it has got to that
point, it becomes a mcre .mechanical
reproduction of certain fashionable patterns,
and when fashion changes and they cease
to be popular, it dies. If Indian art, there-
fore, is to continue to flourish or is to be
revived, it can only be if the Indian Chiefs
and aristocrzcy and people of culture and
high degree undertake to patronise it. So
long as they prefer to fill their palaces with
flaming Brussels carpets, with Tottenham
Court Road furniture, with cheap Italian
mosaics, with French oleographs, with
Austrian lustres and with German tissues
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and cheap brocades, I fear there is not muck
hope. I speak in no teyms of reproach,
becausc I think that in England we are just
as bad in ouar pursuit of anything.' that takes
éur fancy in f(')relgn lands, but I do say that
if Indian arts and handicratts are to be kept
alrve, it can never be by outside patronage
alone. It can only be because they find a
market within the country and express the
ideas and culture of its people. 1 should
like to see a movement spring up among the
Indian Chiefs and nobility for the expurga-
tion, or at gny rate the purification, of
modern tastes and for a reversion to the
old-fashiofed but exquisite styles and
patterns of their own country. (Applause.)
Some day, I have not a doubt, that it will
.come ; but it may then be too late.

“1If these are the omens, what then is the
aim of this exhibition and what purpose do
I think that it will serve? I can answer in
a word. The exhibition is intended as an
object-lesson. It is meght to show what
India can still jmagine and create and do.
It is meant to show thal the artistic sense
is not dead among its workmen ; but that all
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they want is a little stimulus and encourage-
ment. It is meant to show that for the
beautification of an Indian house or the
furniture of an Indian home, there is no
need to rush to European shops at Calcuttd
or Bombay ; but that in almo&t every Indian
State and Province, in most Indian towhs
and in many Indian villages, there still
survives the art and there still exist the
artificers who can satisfy the artistic as well
as the utilitarian tastes of their countrymen,
and who are competent to keep alive this
precious inheritance that they have received
from the past. It is with this 2bject that
Dr. Watt and I have laboured in creating
this exhibition, and in now declaring it open
it only remains for me to express the earnest
hope that it may in some measure fulfil the
strictly patriotic purpose for which it has
been designed.” (Loud applause.)

The speech ended, the Viceroy and party
proceeded to make an extended visit of
inspection of the Exhibition. An interesting
incident occurred in the course of this. The
Envoy of the Amit of Kabul was presented
by Mr. Dane, officiating Foreign Secretary,
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to the Viceroy, who, in turn, introduced him
to the Duke of Connaught. The Duke
rubbed up his Hindustani, but the Envoy
explained that he did not speak that tongue,
whereupon the Duke expressed his regret
that he could mot converse in Persian, but
found sufficient words to remark that at this
season it must be exceedingly cold in Kabul.
That His Royal Highness shares the King's
faculty for remembering faces was shown
by his ready recognition of the Rao of
Cutch, with whom he stayed at Bhuj
when Commander-in-Chief of Bombay.
He and Iiord. Curzon exchanged pleasant
reminiscerscds of their stay with this Chief.
1t was a quarter to one when the Viceregal
party left, and a number of the general
public subsequently inspected the Exbibi-
tion.

It is impossible to attempt a detailed
description of the exhibits or even of their
different classes, except in general terms.
The buildings comprise feur great sections :
the main or sale gallery; second, the loan-
collection gall:zry; thivd, the jewellery
gallery; and fourth, the artificers’ gallery
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of workshops, and within each of these
galleries the _same main classification has
been observed, n'amely, into metal-wares,
stone-ware$, glass, and earthen wares,
woodwork, iron, horn, shell and leathes
wares, lac and lacquer wares; textiles,
embroidery, braiding, la.ce, etc., carpets,
rugs, baskets, etc.,, and finally the Fine
Arts. B

These are again sub-divided into 50
divisions, so that from these figures alone
some idea of the size and extent of the
exhibition may be gathered. Indeed the
only question is whether it is not tpo big. In
the opinion of a competent judge, in fact
one of the actual judges who awarded the
prizes, a more useful purpose would have
been served had the building been smaller
and *he exhibits one-third only of those
actually admitted. It is, of course, in the
loan exhibition that the costliest and rarest
works are to be found. Here upon the
walls are spreadsout some old and now
tattered carpets, still showing the exquisite
colours and purerdesigns that have made
them the samples for present-day weavers.
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In glass-cases are set out some priceless’
pieces of glass and metal-wgrk, borrowed
from the South Kensington Museum, and
one has only to look at these to see at once
“he difference between the work done by
the artists who worked for Art's sake and
the debased and almost trashy products
that have in these days come to be accepted
as 'typical}v Indian. _

The Gaekwar of Barqda lends a great
carpet or table cover entirely made of
precious stones,—pearls, turquoises and
rubieswwith. flowered designs worked out
in largerygems. Old arms from Jodhpur,
Kashmir %hawls of fascinating beauty, an
enormous carpet worked in the delicate
stitching usually found only in these
shawls, a silk velvet carpet in a glazed-
frame, and a thousand other things bewilder
the eyc as one takes a walk round. In
the Sales Gallery a good many articles are
to be found—photograph frames in wood
and metal, sideboards, o.vcrmantels, writing-
tables, what-npts, carved screens and the
like—which show how tht best Indian designs
may be adapted to European requirements.
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The leading feature of the Exhibition is
the rooms in which this capacity for
adaptation is worked out in detail, such
as the Madras Room, intended, to quote
the abstract catalogue, “to exemplify*®
the accumulative and realistic Dravidian
style of South India, often spoken of as
Swami”; the Bombay Room, exemplifying
the elaborate agd intricate Jaina style of
architecture and qrnamentation ; and so on
through the Punjab Room, the balcony of
which is magnificently executed, the Burma
Room and a dozen others. In the Jewellers’
Court are the stalls of divers jewellers,
‘the best known to English ‘edrs being
Messrs. P. Orr and Sons and Messrs. T. R,
Tawker and Sons, both of Madras, It is
believed this room contains the most valu-
able collection of jewels ever brought
together in one building.

Finally there are craftsmen actually at
work, whose handiwork may be bought from
them direct. The«;xhibition is certain to
attract many visitors in the next few weeks.



Tue Dursar.
January 1st, 1903.

Tue Coronation Durbar is now an
event of the past. To-day witnessed a
gathering unprecedented-«in splendour in
India, unique ‘in all its arrangements and
surroundings, impressive in general effect
and completeg, even to its smallest details of
ceremony _ And here it may be said as a
preliminary, that those who wish to grasp
the full meaning of the Cordnation Durbar,
its great political significance, its wide-
reaching effects, should read with careful
attention the speech of His Excellency the
Viceroy, which was eloquent, emphatic and
impassioned in turn, clear in its exposition
of facts, and, above all, conveying from the
King-Emperor a messag® of sympathy and
affection to hisg people in India.” His Majesty
had directed that a day should be specially
set apart in this countrv te celebrate his
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Coronation, and on this day his greeting
was given to hig subjects through his
representative, the Viceroy, and in the
presence of His Majesty's brother, the
Duke of Connaught. As we gathered in the
vast amphitheatre we did *not perhaps
realise how direct was the personal interest
of our King-Emperor in the Durbar. That
was at the beginning, but later on all this
was brought home to us, and His Majesty’s
gracious message excited * the deepest
feelings of loyal devotion throughout the
vast assembly, representative of every class,
European and Indian, and centaining
within its ranks every man of ndte in the
country and many from beyond its borders.

So much I have said in order that some
idea may be formed of the impressive
character of the Durbar, for it was some-
thing far beyond a pageant such as we
witnessed on Monday, though it lacked
none of the essentials of splendour that
the occasion demarfged. On the contrary,
there was everything in the shape of
military display, elaborate ceremonial, the
stately passing of Princes and Chiefs,



61

which could make the scene one of surpass--
ing brilliancy. To deqc.ribe the events o
the day at length, it must be explained that
the "amphitheatre lies some’ few miles
away from the Central Camp on the site
which witnessed ‘the Proclamation Durbar
of January 1st, 1877, the intervening
ground being mostly covered by the
encampment containing the troops forming
the Viceroy's full escort. A series of
carefully planned roads leads to and from
the amphitheatre, and the light railway runs
within a short distance of it. The means
of access.wc?'e therefore ample, and before
nine o'clock streams of carriages had set in,
concentrating upon one point, from Delhi
and from the various camps. There had
also begun to peur across country and
along every road thousands of persons on
horseback and on foot, all uniting finally in
a vast concourse which it would have taken
many amphitheatres to accommodate. Troops
were on the march, eregiments passing
onwards to their allotted places, while the
railway kept depositing hundreds of passen-
gers as each train drew up. Along the main
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‘thoroughfares richly ornamented carriages,
with escorts of the most varied kind, rolled
onwards, carrying the Chiefs and their
personal aftendants; and one got ‘rapid
glimpses of gold-embroidereéd coats, of
turbans weighted down with precious stones,
and of necklaces worth each a king’s ransom.
There came also all the high dignitaries
and leading British officials, Councillors,
Generals, Governors, every civil and
military officer in ali India of rank and
position, with their orders and medals %o
remind us of good service done and
rewarded. Judges in their court robes.
with Chief Justices to head themr, Consuls
in uniform, foreign visitors of high distinc-
tion, Envoys and officers from Eastern
countries, the minor nobility of India and a
throng of others representing the classes
that are not within the official circle. India
had sent from its extremest limits its men
of rank and position, Europe and the Farther
West had lent their contingent, Australia
and South Africa had their representatives,
Japan had its messengef of goodwill,
Afghanistan, Siam, Nepal and other king-
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doms and States beyond our borders had
joined to swell the gath¢ring; while from
the distant borders of Burma on the east to
the fér~away snow-bound countries of the
Western Himalayas and the Hindu Kush
region, to the deserts of Baluchistan, the
shores of the Persian Gulf and the rocky
wastes of Aden, Chiefs had journeyed to
render the homage which they owed to their
Sovereign. In no contiment save Asia,
in no country® save India, could such a
gathering together of races, such a massing
of nationalities, such a mingling in one
common crowd of thousands ordinarily
separated'o;r creed, caste and custom, ever
be possible.

In all due order and with marvellously
little confusion some twelve thousand
parsons gradually filed into the amphi-
theatre, tier after tier of seats filling after
each carriage had passed to its proper
entrance and its occupants had alighted.
The direction and contgl were admirable,
the lettered sgctions and the numbered
seats preventing confusion, while the
consideration shown in conducting the
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Ruling Chiefs to their places was worthy of
all praise. By eleven o' clock the amphi-
theatre was almost full, and then the scene
was wonderfully effective. The dals with
its gold embroidered floorcloth and it$
silver chairs of State, ower which four
chobdars with maces kept watch, was
unoccupied ; but to right and left on the
ground-level stretched the line of Ruling
Chiefs seated in all their splendour of
rich attire, with jewels ¢parkling in the
sunlight, and each with a little group of
relatives or attendants almost as magni-
ficently arrayed. lmmediate].y behind them
came personages of lesser nott, while in
well-arranged groups were our principal
civil and military officers, from Governors
and the Commander-in-Chief downwards.
Full-dress uniform was everywhere visible,
and the soft-toned summer dresses of ladies
gave delightful relief to the vivid splashes of
colour that might otherwise have wearied
the eye. Behindrand to the right of the
dais were the Viceregal guests. Lookiug
from tier to tier one saw one solid mass of
people, Europeans and Natives, ladics and



