
gentlemen. It was impossible to distin­
guish without the aid. of a field-glass 
distinctive figures, for the distance was so 
great 'that th~ thousands merg~d together, 
~hile on the upper platform running along 
the whole length a dense crowd congregated. 
The effect of all this great concourse was 
to dwarf the dimensions of the amphi­
theatre and to make the arena contained 

within the tiers of seats appear almost too 
small for the "purposes for which it was 

intended, and yet the massed bands collected 
at the foot of the Flagstaff seemed only a 

ill 

small groUJl of men. Near the entrance and 
beyond th~r~ were visible the infantry 
I egiments of the Viceroy's Escort, the pag!{ris 
of the 15th Sikhs showing up in a line of 
golden colour. The background w .. ! a low 
ridge covered with movmg figures. The 
30,000 troops assembled outsIde were 
not visible from the central part of the. 

amphitheatre, but they were drawn 
up in readme'Ss for the'ir share in the • 
day's ceremonia]. MUSIC from the massed 
bands, under the able conductorship of 
Captain Sanford, filled in the interval of 



waiting. This was longer thall at first 
intended, as half-an-hour had been added • 
to the fixed time given on account of the 

Id. 
Looking round the amphitheatre somt!" 

of us noticed a small block"on the left still 
empty, and only a few knew that thIS was 
intended as one of the' highest places of 

honour. Presently two tottering figures 

were seen being led from the entrancE' 
towards the bluck by some -Eritish soldiers 

and sepoys. Instantly the news was 
passed that thC'se were th.e first of the 

Mutiny veterans, nnd chcer~ at once 
" broke out A few minutes latcr the main 

body of the veteran'>, the men who had 
shared In the SIege of DeIhl or in the 
dec;;perate fightmg at Lucknow, marched 
into the arena. They were preceded by a 

band playillg a triumphal march, and then 
occurred a scene never to be forgotten. As 
the heroes filed in a wild burst of enthusi­
astic cheering ane, plaudits burst forth. The 

thousands of spectators rosp. with one accord 

to do honour to these men, whose names 
may not live in hIstory but who were to all 
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present 'a. living testimony of the great 

deeds done nenrIy ha~f-a-century ago. 

They came on-Europeans, Eurasians and . 
N atives~a small body of a few hundred, 

"!i1e leaders ~arching with firm step and 

manly bearing tn spite of their age, some in 

old,. uniforms, but the majority in the plain 

dress of everyday life. But tht're was 

notliing i)f the commonplare about them, for 

tht' glitter of the medals <>n their hreasts 

lig:1ted up the ~clnks, and we knew them 

for men who had seen the stress of war at 

its fiercest, who had fought against desperate 

odds, and ha~ come out VlctoriOllS and • 
covered wiph -glory. Not so Ll.r ,1 way lay 

the Ridge, where many of them had looked 

down upon mutll1()u'> J>.Tli and whence 

!hey and their cOJllr:ldes hdri ru,:>hed to the 

final assault, and Ollr ft'(·lln~.., were stirred 

to the depths as the 11 ttle lXllld paced on 
slowly and pa1llLllly. SiI,'}s, Gurkhas. 

Pathans and other w.1rlIke raCl':5 were all 

repr~sented. Age had dtalt h~avily WIth 
" . more than one, and tne llll1ping gait, the 

bowed ba~k, the" doubtful attempt to keep 

step were pitiful to see. BoJt thf'y wpre Rtill 
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the men who had fought and bled' for the 
Empire in their ltot youth, and we honoured 
them as we honoured no one else through­
out the ·long, long day.. There was 
emotion among us to the verge almost 5f 
choking the cheers in our th'roats, and there 

were tears in the eyes of many a woman 
who gazed at this most touching of 
spectacles. The veterans were placed in 
their seat of honour by the kind hands of 
sturdy soldiers; and then came borne to us 
the air that, of all othe-rs, softens our hearts, 
and sometimes saddens them too-Auld 

Lang Syne. 
As the strains died awaY, -tumultuous 

cheering echoed through the amphitheatre. 
Whatever we had to witness after this could 
not. with all its pomp and pageantry, wip~ 
from our memories the faces and figures of 
these war-worn warriors of a past genera­
tion. To Colonel A. R. D. Mackenzie 
belonged the great honour of leadmg these 
men, himself a vl,er<!n whom the years have 
touched lIghtly and who copId lead a charge 
to:-morrow. And here I may remark that in all 
the Indian Army in India itself there is now 



only one officer on the Acti ve List who 
could claim to have joilled in this short 
march. This is Lieutenant-General Sir 
Robert' Low, ~ho was present throughout 
!tie siege of Delhi and was here to-day 
watching his old comrades-in-arms go by. 

At high noon suddenly the skid of the 
bagpipes was heard, alld lhere marched with 
quick step into the arena a strong company 
of the Gordon Highlander~, the guard-of­
honour for the Viceroy. Splendid specimens 
of fighting men these, nearly all wearing 
two medals, the proof of their campaigning • in S:)Uth AVlca, They formed up in front 
of the dais, ~heered every yard of their way. 
Again more music from the massed bands, 
and then came the distant sound of the first 
gun of a salute, notlfymg that the Duke and 
Duchess of Connaught had started from 
camp. Before Their Royal HIghnesses 
appeared, however, there had arrived the 
Grand Duke of Hesse, who was received 
with the customary honout;, As the salute 
contmued we w.atched the open space be­
yond the entrance, and soon, dancing in the 
sunlight, came the lance heads and pennons 



70 

of a cavalry detachment. Emerging from 

a dust-cloud the. squadron wheeleC: sharp 
to the left rnd entered the arena at. a trot. 
There was no mistaking the. regiment J t 
was the 9th Lancers, who had furnis'led once 

of the two squadrons esc'brting the Duke 

and Duchess. The 9th wrot~ their n:!me 

in imperishable letters in the historic p.ages 

which record how the English "oldier 
fought and died'before Delhi, and, with the 
exception of the Gordon HighlandC'rs, they 
were the first troops to enter the amphi­
theatre to-day. They wer\, greeted with 

rounds of applause. and cries of /I Bravo , . 
the <,lth! ' as they rode on, superb in turn-
out anel the beau ideal of perfect English 
cavalry. A':::. the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught drove in they received a grea,t 

ovatIOn, cheer after cheer ringll1g out. His 
Royal Highness saluted cOI1':::.tantly, and not 
until he had seated himself on the daIs dId 
the applause subside. He was in Field 
Marshal's unifor1\1, carrying his baton and 
wearing the collars of the Garter anJ the 
Star of IndIa WIth the ribbon of the Order 
of the IndIan EmpIre. Her Royal High-



ne!>s, wl10 also took her seat on the daYs, 

wore a light dust cloak for the moment, 
e 

which hid the Orders of Victoria and Albert 
and Edward VII., and Coronati(JU Medal. 
;rhe 19th Bengal Lancers furnished the 
second squadmn as escort to Their Royal 

Highnesses, and they were fittmg comrades 

of the 9th Lancer.,. 

When the last gun of the salute had 
been fired, thc massed band played the 
Coronation March compQ!>ed by Captain 
Sanford, hearty applause belJ1g given at 
its conclusIOn. There was agalJ1 a pause, 

• but at a. quarter to one the head of 
a cavalry tleetachmcnt once more appeared, 

and five mmute", later the Viceroy and Lady 
Curzon drove 1l1i.~ the arena. The R)ciyguard 

. and the Imperial Cadet Corps added state to 

the entry. There were rf'newed cheering 
and phudlts, and as Their Excellencies 
went to the d.lI':>, the guard-of-honour 
presented arms, the band", played the Nation­
al Anthem, a ",alute of ~ I guns was fired, 

• 
and the Viceregal Standard was flown from 

• 
its flagstaff. Lord Cur,lOn was in full dress 

and wore the collar of the Star of Indla, the 



ribbon of the Indian Empire, together ;with 

the stars of both Orders. He took his seat 
• on the chair of State, whiQh was slightly in 

advance of tnose occupied by the Duke and 
Duchess of Connaught. Lidy Curzon,­

who looked the picture of beauty in a dress 
of pale blue, richly embroidered with Indian 
goldwork, had a chair to the right of Her 
Royal Highness. The Viceregal Staff and 

the personal staff.of the Duke of Connaught 
were in the rear. The Imperial Cadet 
Corps had wheeled to the left and then 
dismounted. They had attracted much 
attention, and now as they ~ame swinging 

• 
along on foot, with Major Wa\son at their 

head and Sir Pertab Singh, Maharaja of 
Idar, and Captain Cameron, Adjutant, clos­
ing the short procession, they were loudly 
applauded on their way. They marched on 
to the daIs and sat with the Personal Staff, 
forming a distinctive body that might be 
accounted as a second guard-of-honour. 

Then began the Get ceremony of opening , 
the Durbar, an elaborate programme having 

• 
been carefully devised to give stateliness 
and dignity to this part of the proceedings. 
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Sir Hugh Barnes, Foreign Secretary, who 

has had to bear the he~vy burden of re­
sponsibility for the arrangcmen~s, advanced 

to the front of the daYs, bowed and asked 
• formal permission for the opening. This 
was accorded by the Viceroy, and simultane­

ously the massed bands sounded a summons 

to the Herald, Major Maxwell, who with his 
trumpeters was waiting on horseback near 
the entrance to the arena. A flourish of 

trumpets was tbe prompt reply, and then the 
Herald advanced. A second flourish was 
sounded, and yet a third as the small 

• cortege, brilliant in scarlet and gold, halted 
• 

in front ofi'the daYs, the twelve trumpeters 
dividing in equal numbers to right and left. 
The Herald, by command of the Viceroy, 
read over the King-Emperor's proclamation, 
ordering that his Coronation should be 
celebrated in India by a Durbar at Delhi on 

January 1st, 1903. Major Maxwell read 
the words in clear and resonant tones, and 
his voice must have reamed to the furthest . 
limits of the a~phitheatre: When he had 
concluded, a fO}lrth flourish was sounded 

by the trumpeters, and the Royal Standard 
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floated out from the high flagstaff in the 

centre of the arella. The guard-of-r,onour 
presented arms, the bands played the 

o 
National Anthem and the Royal salute of 

101 guns commenced. This 'lasted nearly 
fifteen minutes, a fru-de .. jou o being fired at 

due intervals by the whole bot:ly of troops 

massed outside. The bands sharerl in this 

ceremonial by playing the NatlOnai Antliem 
and other musi~. The Herald and hIs 
trumpeters had meanwhile -ridden to the 
entrance, and a final prolonged flourish of 
trumpets ended this part of tht:> ceremonial. 

• Silence then reigned throughout the • 
amphitheatre, and I I IS ExceKency the 

Viceroy rose and addressed the Durbar. 
THE VICF_rWY'~ SPr:r:CH. 

LORD CURWN said :-
II Five months ago 111 London His Majesty 

King Edward VII., King of England and 

Emperor of India, was invested with the 
crown and sceptre of the English kings. 

Only a few representatives of the Indian . 
Empire had the ' good fortune to be presf'nt . 
at that ceremony. To-day His Majesty 

has, by his Royal favour. afforded an 
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OppOl tunity to all his Indian people to 

take part in similar rejoi~ings, and here and 
elsewhere throughout India are gathered . . 
together in ~lOnour of the event the Princes 
and Chiefs and nobles who arc the pillars 

of his thron~, the European and Indian 
Mficials who conduct hIS administration with 
an integrity and devotion to duty beyond 
co"mpare, the Army, Bntish and Native, 

which, with such prc-eminent bravery, 

defends his irontiers and fIghts his wars, 

and the vast body of the loyal inhabitants 
of India of ~ll races who, amid a t}1ousand 
varieties. of circumsLllwe and fcehng and 
custom, -a;e united 111 their spont.mcous 

aIlpgiance to the 1 m pcrial Crown. 1 twas 
with the special ob.1e,('t of thus solemnising 
his CoronatIOn in India that IlJ~ 1\1 ajesty 
commanded me as IllS VIceroy to convene 
this great Durbar, and It i'-o to siglllfy'the 
supreme val ue that llf' attaches to the 
)('caSlOn that he has honoured U5 by d('put­
,ng his own brother, !hs Royal Highness 
the Duke of. Connaught. to jom in thiS 

~elebration. 1t is twpnty-six years since, 
Dn the anniversary of th~~ day. in this citv 
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of Imperial memories and traditioI1s, and 
on this very spot, Queen Victoria was 

• 
proclaimed the first Empress of India. 
That act wa; a vindication of her profound 
interest in her Indian subjects and of the 
accomplished unity of her Ind)an dommions 
under the paramountcy of the British 

Crown. To-day, a quarter of a century 
later, that Empire is not less but more 
united, the Sovereign to whom we are met 
to render homage not less· dear to his 
Indian people, for they have se~n his 

features and heard his voice. He has 
• succeeded to a throne not ~nly the 

most illustrious but the m~st stable 
in the world, and ill-informed would 
be the critic who would deny that not the 
least of the bases of its security-nay, I 
think, a principal condition of its strength 
-is the pos!>ession of the Indian Empire 
and the faithful attachment and service of 
His Majesty's Indian people. RIch in her 
ancient traditions, hldia is also rich in the 

• 
loyalty which has been kindl~d anew in her 
by the West. Amid the c~owd of noble 
suitors who, through all the centuries, have 
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sought' her hand she has given it only to 
the one who has al .. o gaV1ed her trust. 

It ~ owhere else in the worlri ~ould such a 
spectacle b~ possible as that which we 
witness here to-day. I do not speak of 
this great· and imposing assemblage, 
unparalleled as I believe it to be. I refer 
to. that which this gathering symbolises 
and those to whose feelings it gives expres­
sion. Over 100 Rulers @f separate States, 
whose united population amounts to 60 
millions of people and whose territories 

extend over .15 degrees of longitude, have 

come hel4e to testify their allegiance to their 
• • common Sovereign. We greatly esteem 

the sentiments of loyalty that have brought 
them to Delhi from suC'h great distances 

and often at considerable sacrihce, and I 
shall presently be honoured by receiving 
from their own !Ips their message of per­
sonal congratulation to the King. The 
officers and soldiers present are drawn from 
a force in Indla of n,early 230,000 men, 
whose pride it is that they are the King's 
Army. The leaders of Indian Society, 
official and unofficial, who are here, are the 



mouthpieces of a community of over 23'0 

million souls. In ~pirit, therefore, and, onf> 

may almost say, through their rulers and 
• 

deputies in person, there is represented in 

this arena nearly one-fifth of the entire 

human race. All are animat~d by a single 
feeling, and all bow before a single Throne. 
And should it be asked how it is that an.Y 

one sentiment can draw toge th er these vast 

and scattered for~es and make them one, 
the answer is that loyal ty to the Sovereign 

is synonymous with confid("ncl' in the equity 

and benignity of his rule. It is not merely 

the expression of an emotion, but the 

record of an experience and th (> dC-daration 

of a belief. For, to the majority of 

these millions, th~ King 's Goveml1lcnt 

has gIven freedom from ll1VaSlOn 

and anarchy, to others it has guaranteed 

their rights and pnvlleges, to others it 

opens ever-widening avenues of honourable 

employment, to the masses it dispenses 

mercy in the hour of suffering, and to all it 
endeavours to give equal justice, immunity 

from oppression and the blessings of 

enlightenment and peace. To have won 
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such a dominion is a great achievement, to 
hold it by fair and rjght~ous dealing is a 

greater. To weld it by prurient statesman-. 
ship illto a si~gle compact whole will be 
and is the greatest of all. Such are the 

ideas and aim!! that are embodied in the­

summoning of this Coronation Durbar. 

Tm: KING'S M ESSAGL 

., It is now my duty to read to you 

the gracious me:::.sage which HIs 1\hjesty 

has desired me to convey to his IndIan 

people :-

'" It gives ,me much pleasure to send a 

message oj greetlllg to my IndIan people 

on the siJlemn occasion when they are 

celebrating my CoronatIon. Only a small 

number of the IlHhun Prince:. and repre-

.selltatlve~ were able to be pre:,ent ..it the 

ceremony which took place in London, and 

I accordll1gly instructed my VlCcroy and 

Governor-General to hold a great Durbar 

at Delhi 111 oroer to afford an opportul1lty 

to all the Indian Pnnce,,;, Chiefs and peoples 

and to the offiqals of my Government to 

commemorate tbis auspicious event. Ever 

since my visit to India in 1871:\ I have 
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regarded that country and its peopies with 
deep affecdon, ana I am conscious of their 
earnest and. loyal devotion to my ~ouse 

and Throne. During recent. years many 
evidepces of their attachment have re.lched 
me, and my Indian troops have rendered 
conspicuous services in the wars and 

victories of my Empire. I confidtntly h.ope 
that my beloved son the Prince of Wales, 
and the Princess of Wale£, way, before long, 
be able to make themselves personally 
acquainted with India and the country 
which I have always desirr-d that they 
should see and which they aJ;e equally 
anxious to visit. Gladly w~uld I have 
come to India upon this eventful occasion 
myself had this been found possible. r 
have, however, sent my dear brother the 
Duke of Connaught, who is already so well 
known in India, in order that my family 
may be represented at the ceremony held 
to celebrate my Coronation. My desire, 
since I sJlcceeded to the Throne of my 
revered mother the late Queen Victoria, 
the first Empre~s of India, has been to 
maintain unimpaired the same principles of 



humane" and equitable ad·ninistration wl\ich 
secured for her in so w~derful a degree 
the veneration and affection (Jf her Indian . 
subjects" To all my feudatories and 

subjects throughout India I renew the 
assurance of my regard for their liberties, of 
respect for their dignities and rights, of in­
terest in their ad\',mcel1lt:nt, and of devotion 

to "their welfare, which ate the supreme 

aim and object of my rule, and which, 
under the blc~sing of Almighty Gud, will 
lead to the increasing prn<;pcrity of my 

Inrlian Ernpirt> and the greater happiness 
of its peoplei'> 

• 
" Princ~s -and peoples of India, these are 

the words of the Sovereign whose Corona. 
tion we are assemLled to celebrate. They 

provide a stimulus and an inspiration to the 
officers who serve him, and they breathe the 

lessons of magnanimity and goodwill to all. 

To those of us who, like my colleagues and 
myself, are the direct in:,truments of His 
Majesty's Government, they suggest the 
spirit that should guide our ~onduct and 
infuse our admiqistration. Never was there 

a time when we were m0re desirous that 



th.t administration should be chantcteri:sed 

by generosity aqd lenience. Those who 

have suffer~d much deserve much, and those 

who have wrought well deserve well.' The 

Princes of India have offered .us their' 
soldiers and their own swords in the 
recent campaigns of the Empire, and.in 
other struggles, such as those against 

drought and famine, they have conducted 
themselves with equal gallantry and credit. 

It is difficult to give to them"more than they 
already enjoy, and impossible to add to a 
security whose inviolability is beyond 
dispute. Nevertheless, it has been a pleasure 
to us to propose that Governloent shall 
cease to exact any interest for a period of 
three years upon all loans that have been 
made or guaranteed by the Government of 
India to Native States in connection with 
the last famine, and we hope that this 
benefaction may be acceptable to those to 
whom it IS offered. Other and more 
numerous classes there are in this· great 
country to whom we would gladly extend 
and to whom we hope, before long, to be 

in a po~ition to announce felief. In the 



midst or a financIal year 1t is not always 
expedient to make annou"cemerrts or easy 

to frame calculations. If, hqwever, the 
present condl.tlOns contmue, and If, as we 
have good reason to beheve, we have entered 

upon a period C1fprospenty In IndIan finance, 
than I trust that the<;e early years of HIs 
Majesty's reIgn may nut pass by without 

the Government of India bemg able to 
demonstrate then feehngo;;oof sympathy and 
regard for the Illdlan populatIon by measures 
of financial rehef, which their patIent and 
loyal conduct In years of depreSSIOn and 

• 
dl~tre!'>s reJlders It e~pecldlly gratlfyJIlg to 
me to con~mplate I need not now refer 
to o;her acts of ('oll!'>lderatlOn or fdvour 
whIch we have a~'-o( Idted with the 

.present occaSIOn, smce the y dre rc<..urdf'd 
elsev. here But It I!'> my pn\ !lege to make 

the announcement to the olb<..ers of the 
Army that henceforward the name of the 
IndIan Staff Corps v. III ce,,~e to eXist, and 
that they wdl belong to the slnb1e and 
homogeneous Indian Army of the King . 

• 
/I Pnnces and ,peoples, we turn our gaze 

for a moment to the future. A great 



'development appears, with little d'oubt, to 
lie b~fore (his coantry. There i~ no Indian 
problem, be it of population or ed~catlOn 
or labour or suLsistence, wqlch is not in 
the pow('r of statesmanship to solve. The 
solution of many i~ even dow proceeriing 
before our eyes. If the combined al'ms 
of Great Britain and India can secure ('()n~ 
tinuE"d peace upon our bordas, If u'mty 
prevails within "them between prmces and 
pI.:ople, between Eurore~, n <ind I ndian, and 
between rulers and ruled, and If the seasons 
fail not in their bounty, th~n nothing can 

II 

arrf'st the march of progress. "The I nella 
of the future will, under Prov](iC:'l1ce, not bt' 
an Inola of dimmishing plC:'l1ty, of e,mpty 
pro~pccts or of justifiable (l1scontent: hut 
one of expandiof; indu~try, of aW.lkencd 
faculties, of increa~ing pro~perlty and of 
more widdy distributed comfort and wealth. 
I have fai.th in the con<;c]('nce and the pur­
pos(' of my own country, and I bdieve in 
the almost illimItable C<ll'<lC'tlcS of this. 
But under no other conelltlons can thi~ 

future be realIsed than Jhe unchallenged 
supremacy of the Paramount Power, and 
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und~r no '.lther controlling authority is this 
capable of being maintaiiled th!ln that of 
the British Crown. 

"Aild now. I will bring these remarks to 
a close. It is my earnest hope that thi!:> 
great assemblage may long be remembered 
by.. the peoples of India, as having brought 
them into contact, at a moment of great 
solemlllty, with the personality and the 
sentITl1cnts of their Sovcrei.g'I1. I hope that 
its memories Will be those of happil1es!:> and 
rejoicing, and that the reign of King Edward 
VII., so auspiciously begun, will live in the 
annals of In~a and in the hearts of its 
people, WI! pray that under the blessing 
of the Almighty Ruler of the Universe his 
sovereignty and power may last for long 
years, that the well-being of his subjects 
may grow from day to day, that the 
admini"tration of his officers may be stamp­
ed with wisdom and virtue, and that the 
security and heneficence of his dominion 
may endure for ever. Long live the King­
Emperor of India! " 

I have alread} noticed the manner of de­
livery and the substance of His Excellency's 
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speech, and 1 need only add that every 
word was beard <by the great majority of 
those present. There were several .bursts 
of cheering during its deliv~ry, an1 one 
very markf!d when the King-Emperor's' 
desire to send the Prince' of Wales to 
lndia was made known. Lord Curzon stood 
with head uncovered while reading His 
Majesty's message to his subjects. The 
speech lastf'd !;ome th:rty minutes and 
ended at 2 p. m. The Herald and trum­
peters once more .appeared before the daYs. 
Another flourish was soullded and the 
Herald, raising his helmeL, calleq for three 
cheers for the King-Emperor.' "The whole 
of the vast audiertce rose and the cheers 
were given with immense enthusiasm, the 
Viceroy, the Duke of Connaught and every­
one it: the amphitheatre raising their voices' 
in this testimony of fervid loyalty. Then 
from the outside came the thundering roar 
of cheers from the troops. Yet again the 
National Anthem was heard and another 
salute, and the second scene in the Durbar 
had closed, the reading of ,the Proclamation 
being taken as the first. 



PRESENTATION OF CHIEFS. 

There was, however, s,;iU a m·ost import­
ant ceremony to be gone thrQugh. This 

was the pre.sentation to the VIceroy and 
the Duke of Connaught of the Rulmg 
ChIefs attendt'ng the Durbar. The cere­
ID@ny was arrangf'd so that each Chief 
mIght offer hIs mdlvldual congratulatIOns to 
the Kmg-Emperor through the VIceroy and 
111 the presence of the Duke of Connaught. 
HIs Excellenc)r and HI'> Royal HIghness 
rose and advanced to the edge of the daYs 
and the ChIefs were conducted to them . 

• ThIS took almost an hour, and the assem-
• bled multItutle In the amphItheatre watched 

the prespntatlOns wIth lIvely mtere!:lt, for 
they could see figure aftu figure pass by 
hterally gleammg wIth dldmond!:l, peads, 
emeralds and all the gem'; that earth can 
YIeld. There were, besIdes, varIeties of 
nch dresses and OrIental costumes which 
excIted admIratIOn, surprIse and even amaze­
ment, for never has there been seen such 
boundless wealth dIsplayed m personal 
adornment. lierf" IS a riescrIptlon of one 
costume alone {rom among nlany that were 
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even more costly-a red plush coat' hea"lJy 
embroideretl with gold to the shoulders 

and with a .deep gold waist-belt; necklets, 
armlets and bracelets of diamoT!ds ; a t'm'ban 
fringed with large uncut emeralds, fror.! the 
midst of which sprang an aigyette with base 
thIckly set with pearls, the plumes tipped 

wIth ruhies and diamonds: sword belt and 
scabbard heavily jewelled; rings of great 
price on nearly. every finger, and thick 
golden bangles weighing down the feet. 
In other instance's ropes of pearls were 
hung round the neck; turbans were circled 

r 
again and again with jewels; breast-

• 
plates of emeralds were worn, aho diamonds 
were scattered in profusion about the 
dresses. The latter were of every shade 
known to the Eastern dyer, while the gold 
and silver embroidery was marvellous in 
its fineness and occasionally most striking 
in the harmonious and artistic patterns 
wrought. Not only among the Ruling 
Chiefs, but among others of lesser degree and 
those who came as honoured guests thel e 
was brilliant display, and the Prime Minister 

of Nepal was a notable figur~ among these, 



,To refum, however, to the ceremony of 

presentation. First camp .His Hi-ghness the 
Nizam, and in his case absolute simplicity . 
of dress was noticeable. He wore uut 
few jewels, ~nd yet his plain frock-coat 

seemed in keeping with the quiet dignity 

oLhis bearing. He conveyed his congra­
tulations in an adtlress which he read to the 

Viceroy, and the Duke of Connaught listened 
with marked attention. • Then came the 
Ga(;'kwar in wltite with red turban, and wear­
ing some of his magnilicent jewels; the 
Maharaja of Mysore, a Prince whose career 
is full of prOl~isc, the Maharaja of Travan­
core anl. His Highne~s of Ka~hmir, a 
well-knnwn figure to many; and so on 

throug-h all the ]0111.; list of the Hu]ers of 
Nativ<: States. One figure focussed all our 

. attention for the time; it was that of the 

Begum of Bhopal, the only womall ruler in 

all India. She was in a dress of pale blue 
and gold,- thinly wiled III bright coloured 
muslin, her jewels most.y emeralds, and a 

crown of gold surmounting her veil. Her 
Highness carrieo a golden casket in her 

• 
hands. This she presented. The Viceroy 



uncovered in receiving her; the Duke gaye 

her a military silute; and when she had 

completed ber presentation the Duchess of 
Connaught and Lady Curzon. engaged her 
in conversation. Her Highnesc; had, as 
befitted her special status as "a Begum, these 
special honours shown to her. The tradi­
tional loyalty of Bhopal· has never been 
higher than since her accession. 

It would btl> impobsible to describe 
the appearance of each· Cl'tief, but there 
Were some that should be noticed. The 

venerable ruler of Nabha with his flowing • white beard, a chief of thf" old school, was 
c 

there; and, contrasting with Him, was the 
young Maharaja of Patiala ec;corted by his 
uncle the Kuar Sahib; Sir Pertab Singh, 
Maharaja of Idar, with his easy so.ldierly 
bearing; the younger genc;-ation of Princes' 
in the J mperial Cadet Corps; the Maharaja 
of Gwalior, in the costume which suits 
him so well; the handsome Btkanir; and 
Bundi in the Rajput costume that has sur­
vived centuries; young Kotah, a picturesque 
figure; Cooch Behar looking his best in 
white, and scores of othet~ who filled the 



91 

scene wIth their brillianey of colour effect. 
The Khan of Kalat, the. young Mehtar of 
Chitra}, the Nawab of Dir, Arab Chiefs and . 
men whose titles are scarcely known to the 

.outside world, were all present, each 
anxious to. have his congratulations 
c.onveyed to the King-Emperor. The Shan 
Chiefs, in their beautIfully worked coats, 
gold embroidery and theIr pagoda-like gilt 

hats, passed along in q group, and we 
scanned them with attention, so different 
from all the others dId they seem. 

The presentations came to an end at last, 
and then th~ Foreign Secretary asked for 
formal permission to close the Durbar. For 
a few minutes escorts were on the move, 
salutes were bemg fired and the VIceroy and 
Lady. Curzon were entering their cdrriagt" 
to depart amid cheering. The Duke and 
Duchess of Connaught followed, and again 
His Royal Highness had to pause to 
acknowledge the enthusiasm whIch rose and 
swelled in cheer after cheer. The Corona­
tion Durbar had closed, great in its inception 
and greater stfll in its reallsation. We may 
be said to have. seen all Inrha strong in its 



loyalty, steadfast in its devotion, united in 
its Jove for its Kin,g-Emperor, who indeed 
holds 1/ Domjnion over palm and pine" and 
rests his power on that large-hearted lo:yalty 
and personal devotion which have always 
character1sed the Indian peoplf> ann their 
Chiefs toward" rulers who inspire thew 
with trust and affection. We know how 
wide~pread is that dominion, how deeply 
ba~ed that power,. and yet with the cheers 
of an army and the plauoils of a multitude 
still ringing III our ear:", there come the 
echoes of thuse earlier cheers which 

shook the amphitheatre as the veterans 
marched on their way, a day nearir to the 
last outpost of all whence no soldier ever 
returns. 

The tumult and the shouting dies. 

The Captains .lnd the Klllg" ctep~rt. 

Still s!<wds thine ,IIIClelit <;"cllfice, 

An humble and a contnl"' he,,)"t. 

LOJ cl God uf Hosts be with U~ ) et, 

Le!ot we furget - Lest we tOI get. 



93 

"'-EaTURES OF THE DURBAR, 

J a IllUl r:y 211 d. 

ONE 'hears on every side to-day eXprC"lSlOnC; 

of pral!=.e, aOflllration and approval of the 

manner in WJ11Ch the great Durbar was 

conducted and the <;moothness wIth whIch .. 
ever} th1l1g ran, than b to the care and 

forethought exercised by the Forelgn 

Secretary, SIr Hugh Barn~s, and the officers 

who a""I'>ted .hlm~ and al,>o to the effiCIency 

ut the mIlItary "taff!:> and the soldiers told 

off for duty at the amphItheatre. The 

pohce hdd a ~rYll1g and WedrlSOme ta"k 111 

mar"hal1~g ~le CLtrrl,lge traffic. It wa!:> a 

comp;Jratlvely simple matter to get the 

thousand" of people tu the Durbar, a!=. their 
a rnv,l1 was "pre,ld O\'er '>ome ho.u)"<; ; (Jut It 

wa" qUIte a different dfl~llr g<"ttlllg them 
aWdyagalll. Where ,>{'verdI rOdd.., converged 

upon one great thonJu!!,hf,lre such a" 

the Durbar Roao. there wac., a hopcle"s 

blo<..k and Jam of v('11I(+·'>. In one Ill'>tance 

these were eIght or ten abreast and the 

line was hundred" of yard" long. Progresc; 

was at the slowest rate, and It "eemed as if 



94 

tne tangle of horses, carriages, traJ'S; tor gas 
and dogcar!s COQIQ never be unravelled. A 

score of ac~idents should have happened, 
but, happily, no mishaps of any consequence 
occurred. Once on the main road, all was 
plain sailing, for a single line ~a<; rigorously 
enforced and rapid way was made. As w.e 
shall have to go to the amphitheatr~ again 
for the review of the Chit>fs' retainers, 
some plan might be thuught out for 
preventing a repetItIOn of yesterday's 
congestion of traffic. So also with the 
review of the troops on the 8th instant. 
Thousands of vehicle::. of eV-ery kind will 
be there, and the departur~· may be a 
matter of extreme difficulty unless some­
thing can be done to regulate the traffic. 
As to ,-,,:hat will happen at night on 
the occasion of the fireworks, the 
Investiture and the State Ball none of 
us can surmise. The Native police are 
often powerless in face of obstinacy by 
coachmen and drivers generally, who will 
persist in pushing on, and there are not 
enough European officers and subordinates 

to enforce the orders ise'ued. Everyone 
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will doubtless get back to camp in the end, 
but it may be a trying ordeal for. many in 

• 
the cold night air. But if we want to take 
all the" pleasure offered, we m'ust submit 
to some discomfort and inconvenience, and 
the less we grymble the better . 

. ~any of our visitors from countries far 
removed from India are slowly recovering 
from their amazement at the Durbar and 
the magnificence of the Rl.11ing Chiefs who 
attended. Tha purely ceremonial part, with 
its flourishes of trumpets, thunder of salutes 
and the mllitary environment generally did 
not so much ftupress them as the presenta­
t10n of th~ Na.tIve Princes, when as loyal 
fcudatorie" they passeci up to the daYs and 
there tendered their congratulations to the 
Kmg-Emperor\; representatIve and to His 

. Majesty'" brother. It W,lS this ceremonial 
whIch had the most marked effect after that 
emotional scene when the veterans filed 
past and the amphitheatre rang wIth frantic 
cheer? Truly the stranger within our 
gates, who passes from one show-place to 
another, rushes through Native States, 
seeing fortress&;, tombs, temples and 



monuments but rarely the Chiefs th'emEoehres 

or their .courts, fnows little of the wealth 
that lies hidden in tower and vault, in the • 
toshakhana or the inner apartments· which 
the purdah veils. At some big festlv'!.l or 
annual celebratlOn the sple~ldour may be 
revealed, but It IS probably dulled.,by 
tawdry surroundmgs whlrh those who know 
the East are sadly familIar with. But here at 
the Durbar then. was no drawback to le"sC'n 
the marvellous effect of g ro~pll1g together 
In one spot score" of Chiefs, each V1CJJlg 

wIth his ne1ghbour in dazzling dlsplay. And 
when one by one they passe~ on their way, 
from men stricken by age or Illn.es<; to the 
child led by the hand, the revelation of 
riches, of the per<;onal possession of jewels 
worth millions if all thrown together in 
one g l lttermg heap, of dre<;<;es whose lustre' 
of coiour and embrOidery shone out in 
undimmed beauty, the revelation of all thiS 
could not fall to raise wonder and amaze; 
for if so much could be dl"closed ttl the 
single effort after personal adornment, 
what boundless stores must be lymg m 
dIstant treasure-houses? .. 
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The a1:tcntion, then, of our visitors was 
concentrated upon the l!urbar. rather as 
a spectacle than as a great ,assemblage 
full of' political meaning and imperial signi. 
ficance. It may be urged that there was 
no occasion to. read a moral in It while 
its .. spectacular effect was in the ascendant; 
but its very impressiveness arose not 
from the sight of individual splendour 
but from the compositiop of its many 
units and all tbat they represented to us. 
The men themselves and not their pearls 
and diamonds and emeralds, their gorgeous 
dresses and ·their shackles of gold and 
silver, wef~ what we looked at and studied. 
There was the contra!>t of races, the striking 
personalIty of this or that Chief, the studied 
demeanour of another, the self-conscious­
ness of many and the bewilderment of a 
few who came from remote States. We 
saw the cultured Chief, speaking fluent 
English and with memories of many viSIts 
to Europe, who had witnessed the crowning 
of the King-Emperor and who now appeared 
amidst his natural Indian surroundings; 
and alongside hl'm was probably sitting a 



ruler strong in his adherence to the \Wlys 

of his forefathers., orthodox to the extreme 
in his religious faith, and proud to wear his 

• 
national costume; Chiefs of the enliglltened 
school, anxious to follow ·the ways of. 
Western civilisation at a i::I,reak-neck pace, 
and others, enlightened too, but wiser. in 
their methods, seeking their subjects'welfare 
in time-honoured ways.; here one whose 
~ 

methods of government or rather misgovern-
ment had more than once caJled down upon 
his head censure and rebuke, and again 
another who had consistently administered 
his State on the broad lineS' of sympathy 
and generosity to his nobles aUd people; 
yet again men of force of character and 
weaklings, those with firmness of purpose 
and those with wavering minds. How few 
of us know the inner history of the NatIve 
States with their constant intrigues and 
their shitling scenes of passionate quarrel 
and family strife. 

The younger generation of Ruling Chiefs 
seemed almost in the majority, and of 
these passed many of whDm great things 
are expected and who have so far trod 
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steadily in the path of progress. The olde'r 
men, who have lived tQeir li"..es under­
different conditions to those obt'lining now, 
could speculate on the future of such as 
these, wondering perhaps towards what goal 
the Sirkar wa~ leading them and whether 
there were pitfalls on the way. There 

" 
were sons of Chiefs whose careers opened 
brightly but ended in darkness, and boys 
whose fate had been shaptd by accident 
tempered by th~ will of the British Govern­
ment. College students or Imperial Cadets, 
they were for the day Ruling Chiefs, and 
they were priv~eged to take their seats in 
high placeS-jn the Durbar. But there were 
others far different from Indian Maharajas 
and Rajas, Maharanas and Maharaos, Mirs 
and Thakurs. The Khan of Kalat crossed the 
daYs, and his presence brought up memories 
of cruel bloodshed in Baluchistan when his 
predecessor ruled. The young Mehtar of 
Chitral greeted the Viceroy, and we called 
to mind the fierce old Mehtar who ruled 
his State with an iron hand, his ill-starred 
son, the soldierl), Afzal, and his equally 
luckless successor,·'Whose assas5tnation was 
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in keeping with the bloody traditidns of\tbe 
State. The boy. made his exi t, and then~ 
came the ,Nawab of Dir and the Khan of 
N awagai, Chiefs from beyond the Swat 
Valley, whose power lies not in riches but 
i!1 the strength of their lashkars of fightmg 
men. U mra Khan might have been t~.ere 
instead of fretting his soul out at Kabul had 
these two men not turned their faces to the 
Sirkar, or if j1 great ambition had not 
swamped him. Nawab and Khan played 
their parts in 1895 and again in 1897, when 
the roar of the terrific wave of fanaticism 
along the North-West Fron'l:ier startled all 
India. Yet they were here amid the host 
of Indian feudatories, on whose bejewelled 
figures they turned envious eyes. The 
lesson they read was doubtless of the 
security that comes from a strong' control­
ling power, the riches that are amassed 
during unbroken peace, the absence of 
dangers to which they themselves are hard­
ened. And yet later came the Manipur 
Chief from the old north-ea&t frontier far re­
moved from Gilgitand Chitral, Malakand and 
Rajour. There was a di'lrk page of history 
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to be unrolled here also; but It could be 
left unread on such a day. All" the Chiefs 
were together for the first and probably 
the list tim~ in their lives, though many 
may gather on some less momentous 
occasion. Tlrere was unity of purpose, 
community of feeling in their assembling; 
and if their interests in life are widely 
separated, they have at least joinp.d hands 
and sat in one Durbar, lobe like c:Jf which 
they will nevef see again. In their scattered 
camps they may now be pondering over the 
meaning of it all; but this at least must • be clear to them, that they are all embraced 

• 
within th~ bounds of a great Empire, and 
that as their sf>rvices are to their Sovereign, 
so will their reward be now and in time 
to come. 

t , , 



STATE BANQUET IN CAMP. 

January 2ud. 
'. 

AT the State banquet last night His 
Excellency the VIceroy entertained HIs 
Royal -Highness the Duke of Connaught 
and a large and distingui~'hed company. 
His Excellency, in propoEing the toast of 
the King-Emperor, spoke as follows :-

~ 

If YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESSES, YOUR EXCEL-
<. 

LENCIES, My LORDS AND Gr:NTLI:MZN,-I rise 
to propose the health of His Maje5ty the 
King-Emperor of India. This afternoon 
we carried through, I hope with success­
(cheers)-the great ceremony that had been 
devised for thE! celebration of His Majesty's 
Coronation in this country, and the spectacle 
was one that must have stirred the heart of 
every beholder. (Cheers.) It brought home 
to every European or Indian inhabitant of 
this land the vivid reality Of the Constitu~ 
tion tmder which we livt aud by which a 
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far-away and invisible mainspring guides 
with resistless energy altd power every 
movement of this vast political machine, and 
I hope that i~ may also have impressed our 
various illustrious visitors and guests with 
the conviction that this Indian possession of 
His Majesty is no mere ol'ad-weight tied on 
to the heels of the British Empire, but a 
dominion, a continent, an empire by itself, 
rich in its own personality and memories, 
self-confident il1 its strength and aglow 
with abundant potentialities for the future. 
(Loud cheers.) To be Kingof the United • Kingdom and of the British Possessions 
beyond th~ Seas is a great and noble title, 
but to be Emperor of India is in no respect 
less and is in some respects greater­
(cheersl-for powerful empires existed and 
flourished here while Englishmen were 
still wandering painted in the woods and 
when the British colonies were wilderness 
andjungle, and India has left a deeper mark 
upon the history, the philosophy and the 
religion of mankind than any other territor­
ial unit in the universe. (Cheers.) That 
a British sovereig.n should 'in the fulness of 



time have been able to do what no prede­
cessor of his .ever accomplished, what 
Alexander never dreamed of, what .Akbar 
never performed, namely, to. pacify, unify 
and consolidate this great mass into a single 
homogeneous whole, is in my judgment the 
most impressive phenomenon in h1story and 
the greatest wonder of the modern world. 
(Cheers) 

II Your Royal H ighnesses, Your Excel­
lencies and Gentlemen, I ·venture to say 
that but one regret has filled all our minds 
here to-day. It 1S that H1(5 Majesty the 
King-Emperor has not been aple to be 
present here in perc;on to receive 'the homage 
of his loyal feudatones and the acclama­
tions of his Indian people. (Cheers.) 
There is indeed no necessity for an Empero~ 
of India to come out here to be crowned. 
His Majesty was our acknowledged and 
sovereign lord as soon as the throne was 
vacant nearly two years ago. But India 
would dearly have loved to see the face of 
her Emperor and to listen to his voice, and 
Some day we may hope 'that as time and 
distance continue to d*indle under the 



105 

magic fihger of science, I it may be found 
possible for the Viceroy. on same future 
occasion like the present to b'1 eliminated 
as a superfluous phantom-(laughter)-and 
for the real figure to appear upon the scene. 
(Cheers.) However that may be, we are 
m~ here in honour uf a sovereign who, 
though he may be absent, is with us in 
spirit, and whose royal message, which I 
had the privilege of reading this afternoon, 
shows how p!"oud he is of the allegiance 
and how devoted to the interests of his 
Indian people. (Cheers.) At the Durbar it 
was my duty to address more particularly 
the variotfi classes of His Majesty's feuda­
tories ann subjects who had assembled to 
render him their homage and to listen to 
his wC!rds. But the presence at this tablt' 

'here to-night of so many illustrious repre-
sentatives of foreign Powers and of eminent 
persons from all quarters of the globe 
enables me to point to the fact that the pos­
sessIon of India drags with it other and 
outside responsibilities and brings us into 
.r~lation-I ant glad to "ay peaceful and 
amicable relatioo-with all the Powers and 
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principalities of the East. We are honoured 
here by tbe cOlvpany of a distinguished 
representative of the great and allied empire 

• 
of Japan-(loud cheers)-and by a'tl 'envoy 
from that enlightened monarch the King of 
Siam-(cheers)-and at our. Durbar there 
were present to-day the envoys or represent­
atives of our friend and ally the Amir of 
Afghanistan-( cheers )-of the friendly king­
dom of Nepal ansi of the Sultan of Muscat. 
Among our guests are tlile Governors­
General of the Indian possessions of the two 
powerful and allied nations of France and 
Portugal, with whom our relations are those 
of unbroken peacefulnebs ang concord, 
(Cheers,) Further, there have appeared, for 
the first time at a gathenng such as this, 
representatives of those great BrItIsh, Colo­
nies beyond the seas, Australia and South' 
Africa, whose star is destined to rise ever 
higher and higher and whose Governments, 
as time passes on, must be brought in still 
closer connection with our own. (Cheers.) 
Finally, we have here prominent members of 
the Imperial Legislature of the British Lords 
and Commons, who have journeyed across 
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the ocean' to join. hands with us in this great 
ceremonial. (Applause.). I ti'Wnk I am 
entitled, therefore, to claim thpt it is no 
mere local celebration, but a great and 
imperial solemnity of far-reaching interest 
and application. that we have been enacting 
to-:day, and it is befO! e an audience that is 
typical of all that ic; best in the British 
Empire, of onr established dominion in Asia, 
of the friendly sentiments of our neighbours 
and of the sympathetic regard of our own 
kith and kin across the seas, that I now 
propose my toa::;t (Loud cheers.) I give 
you all, gentle~en, with feelings of profound 
respect, of. devotion and of enthusiasm, the 
health of His Majesty the King-Emperor 
of India." (Loud and contillucd cheers.) 

The toast was drunk with all honours. 
The Viceroy then rose to propose the 

health of His Royal Highness th~ Duke of 
Connaught. His ExceJlency said :-

II YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS ES, YOUR EXCEU,EN­

CIES, My LORDS AND GENTLEHEN,-There is 
only one other toast that I !ihall present to 
you this eveni~g. I said just now how 
greatly His Maj~ty the King-Emperor bad 
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regretted that he could no~ be present 1\ere 
in person ·at th~ celebration of his own 
Coronation.; but as this was impossible, 
His Majesty took the one step that, had 
there been a plebiscite on t'he subject in 
India, we should all have voted for unani­
mously-(loud applause )-namt'ly, be -de­
puted a member of the Royal Family, a near 
relative of his own, to represent his family 
on this occasion, and the Prince and Princess 
of Wales finding it impossib1'e to visit India 
in the present winter, though we hope that 
is an honour only for a little while delayed, 

• His Majesty's choice fell upon his Royal 
• brother the Duke of Connaught-(loud 

cheers)-whose presence at the ceremony 
to-day and here again to-night is regarded 
by all of us with quite exceptional pleasure 
and delight. (Cheers,) These are our 
feelings both because we regard His 
Highness'S visit as testifying in the most 
unmistakable way to the attitude and 
interest of the Sovereign, and also because 
there is no prince-I might go further and 
say no officer, for after' all his Royal 
Highness has been one of <1urseJves and has 
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served the Crown in India-(cheers)-wM 
has more endeared himsrlf to .the peopl, 
of all classes in this country-. to soldiers 
and civilians, to Europeans and Natives­
than His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Connaught. (Loud cheers. ) He comes 
b~ck to us, therefore, not merely as the 
delegate of our illustnou<; sovereign, but as 
the'old friend whom all India reveres and 
loves-(cheers)-and if I play be permitted 
to diverge fa; one moment from the strict 
track of my toast, I would add ~hat these 
sentiments on our part are enhanced by the 
knowledge ttrat His Royal Highness has 
brought \rith him the gracious Princess 
whoc;e popularity in India is not second 
even to his own. May I also say, though 
it is not perhaps absolutely germane to my 

. toast, . with what pleasure we see here 
another member of the Royal Family, His 
Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse, 
himself a reigning sovereign and a grandson 
of our late Queen, who has honoured us by 
joining our company and whose presence 
is a compliment and a delight to us all. 
(Loud cheers.t. And now to revert to·the 
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subject of the toast. I hope that His Rqyal 
Highness the DUfe of Connaught will carry 
away to Hi;; Majesty the King a favourable 
impression of the prosperity and loyalty 
of his great Indian dominion .. I can assure 
him that we regard it as the.highest honour 
that he should have come out to be w.i,th 
us on this momentous occasion, (Cheers.) 
When our Delhi functions are over, we hope 
to arrange for him a pleasant tour through 
the scenes and among the psople to whom 
he is so much attached, and when he sails 
away from our shores, I hope that India 
will always keep the firm ~nd agreeable 
resting place in his memory that tQ'e Duchess 
and he already occupy, and will, by their 
present vIsit, confirm in the affections of 
Europeans and Indians alike in this country. 
(Loud cheers.) Gentlemen, I ask you to' 
join wIth me in drinking the good health, 
pleasant journey and safe return of our 
illustrious guest His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Connaught. (Loud applause.) 

The toast was drunk with enthusiasm. 
THE DUKE OF CONNAUGlfT'S REPLY. 

His Royal Highness, wt'lo on rising to 
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respond 'to the toast was very warmly 
received, said:-

II YOUR EXCELLENCIES, YOUR RJ>VAL HIGH­

NESS, My LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,-l am 
indeed very sensible of the very kind manner 
in which you have proposed my health on 
thi,!; great and auspicious day. I can assure 
you that it was a great pleasure and 
satisfaction to myself when His Majesty the 
King informed me that it. was his wish to 
send me out K> India for the Coronation 
Durbar to represent his own family.. 
(Cheers.) I never expected that I should 
have such good furtune. My soldiering days 
now are ·~st in a very different climate. 
Ireland is a very different place from India 
and Dublin is a very different place from 
Delhi-(laughter)-and I was never morf' 
Astonished than I was on being told that 
I should come out to India again. It is 
a great pleasure to me to comc-a pleasure 
to corne again to a country to which 
anybody at all interested and having served 
the Crown in it must be deeply attached. 
There is also the feeling-I must say a 
somewhat sorroVtful one-that when I was 
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here before I had the good fortun~ to strve 
under three Vicet;oys and two Command~ 
in-Chief, ~nd that now I am no longer 
connected with India, except in my' heart. 
(Loud cheers.) But I think it requires very 
little assurance from me .that I do and 
always shall take the very deepest inter~s;t 

in everything that affects the happiness and 
prosperity and the greatness of· His 
Majesty's Indian Empire. (Cheers.) I have 
many friends here, both Bri.lsh and Native. 
(Cheers.) To see them well and getting 
on in the world is a great satisfaction to 
me, and what especially gives me pleasure 
is to meet the Native Army .once again. 
(Cheers.) As you know, Sir, I was first 
connected with the Bengal Army, as it was 
then, in this Command, the Meerut Division, 
divided with that of the Rawalpindi 
Division, and then for nearly four years I 
had the Command of the Bombay Army, 
and therefore I may say that my interests 
are Indian and not confined to one Presid­
ency or another. But during the twt'lve 
years that I have been in ·India the whole 
of the forces have taken· their share in the 
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defence of our frontiers and of our interests, 
both in India and beyond the ~as, and I • 
am glad to think that, whethe~ it was in 
South' Africa, whether it was in China or 
whether it was on the frontiers of India, 
every branch ,of the Indian Army has 
known how to maintain its reputation, for 
wh'ich I can say with confidence that the 
Indian A:-my is respected by the armies 
of all other nations. (Loup cheers.) It is 
a bad day for ~ny army when it does not 
get the chance of active service, and it 
would be especially so for the Indian Army 
if they were to be locked up year after 
year. H<'\vever, this is a slight digression 

• 
from the toast. May I be allowed to say 
for the Duchess of Connaught that she, 
equally with myself, rejoices to be again in 
india, and that she was very proud to be 
present at the ceremony of to-day, and may 
I also, with reference to Your Excellency's 
remarks about my nephew, say how highly 
he appreciates the pleasure of visiting 
India and of being your guest, and further, 
may I on this .New Year's Day tell you, 
Lord Curzon, h<1W grateful we all are for 



your great hospitality aJjd for the very 
kind and GordJal. welcome you have given 
us. Than~ you all, gentlemen, for the 
kind manner in which yc.u have drUtlk my 
health." (Loud cheers.) 



THE lVI UTINY HEROES. 

January 2nd. 

THE enthusiastic receptIOn by the great 
Durbar audience of the small band of 
veterans was greatly appredated by them. 
In the evening a special dinner was held 
in their camp, and was of a most interesting 
character, mall.Y reunions taking place for 
the first time since the events of 1857 . 

• Thus a veteran of the Lucknow Relieving 
Force found his vis-a-vis at table one of the 
heroes of the Residency defpnce. The 
story of the Mutiny was retold; old recol. 
lections were revived. The first veteran 
who was led to a seat separately was 
Arthur Owen, I st Madras Fusiliers, unfor­
tunately quite blind. He was present 
with the RelieviMg Column at Luck­
now. After dinner he recited Havelock's 
March with considerable dramatic effect. 

R Dennett. one ~r the first to re-enter Delhi, 
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made a speech in which he ref~rred to 
the great .recept~on by the distinguished 
audience. ". The cheers," he said, II were not 
all for us, but for those we represent; those 
gallant comrades who fell at our side." 
He concluded by proposing. " The memory 
of our dead comrades." This was dru,nk 
in solemn silence. 

An address had been prepared for preS-ent. 
ation to Lord Curzon at the Durbar; but 
the length of the programme rendered this 
impossible. Thirty-two were present at 
the dinner, including the venerable Rev. 

I • 

Mr, Ferguson, a padre of the MutlOY. All 
expressed their pleasure at the ~omfortable 
arrangements made for their reception. 
The recounting of personal stqries and 
much unwritten history of the Mutiny made 
the evening a most interesting gathering. 
It ended by the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

THE VICEROY AND THE VETERANS. 

January Jrd. 

This morning the veterarls were honoured 
by the receipt from His' Excellency th4 
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Viceroy 'of an invitation to meet him at 
Viceregal Headquarters .• They.were mar­

~halled in camp, some in unifo1i111, many in 
ordtnary dress, all decorated with tnedals­

Crimea. Defence and Relief of Lucknow, 

and Delhi. A photograph was taken of the 
group and they were then driven to the 
Viceroy's house. They lined round the 
lawn making a picturesque and unique group, 
27 Europeans and 300 Natives, who were 
decorated withwany medals. Lady Curzon 

and her guests watched the scene from the 
balcony. His. Excellency, accompanied by 
the Duke of Connaught, came out, and hearti-

• ly shook hando; with Colonel Mackenzie. 
Colonel Mackenzie at once presented the 

following addrtss : 

" Ma.y it please Your Excellency, 
"We, the Indian Mutiny Veterans, 

Europeans, Eurasians and Natives, beg most 
humbly and respectfully to tender to Your 
Excellency our most heartfelt and sincere 
th.'oks for Your Excellency's kind invitation 
to us to witness the Delhi Durbar, and to 
earnestly solicit· the favour of Your Excel­
lency's kindlv c~riveying to His Gracious 
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Majesty King Edward VII. and Her 
.Gracious .MajeS1;8 Queen Alexandra our 
heartiest congratulations on the auspicious 
occasion of Their Gracious Majesties' 
Coronation. 

"May Their Majesties' reign be long, 
prosperous, peaceful, and happy, is .~)Ur 

fervent prayer." 
(Signed) A. R. D. Mackenzie, Colvnel, on 

behalf of the .following Indian Mutiny 
Veterans :~D. E. Young, .A. Freegradt>, 
Rance, R. Hardaker. A. C. Johnson, R 
Boileau, E. Des Brosses, P. O'Donnel, A. , 
Owen, W. Rautliff, R. Dennett, C. Adams, 
J. Rogers, J. M. Courtney, G. R{iley, R. P. 
Dunn, J. H. Quilter, J. M. Sansman, W. 
Ferguson, C. Briscoe, E. DeCruze, Brown, 
P. Gately, T. Price, J. Crummy, R. CaldeIra, 
Pritchard. 

Lord Curzon in reply said: II This is one 
of the unrehearsed events of this great 
Coronation Durbar; but it is none the less 
agreeable on that ac~ount. It is most grati­
fying to His Royal Highness and myself to 
meet you here to-day, esp~cially so as we 
,missed the pleasure of s~emg you march 



through' the amphitheatre. Nothing could 
be more appropriate than. that men who 45 
years ago fought and suffered ~n behalf of 
the Empire should take part in the great 
ceremony 0( the Durbar. I am told that 

you were received with the greatest enthu­
sia.sm and that it was the most pathetic and . 
moving event which had ever taken place 
in India. You must have felt proud men 
that day. You have asked. me to transmit 
your address to the King. This 1 will do, 
sure that of all the addresses which have 
been sent on this occasion, none will give 

him greater pleasure than thi" one." 
ColoneT. Mackenzie in reply saId: " On 

behalf of all my brother veterans-Europeans, 
Eurasians and Nativcs-I thank Your Excel­
lency for the kind words you have spoken 
·and for your promise to lay before His 
Majesty the King-Emperor our most 
loyal and devoted homd.ge, for I may 
truly say that there is not one among 
U3 who would not gladly give what 
remained to him of hfe for the honour of 
our Emperor· and the glory of his 
Empire." 


