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spirit and the Imperiallidea. I dispute that statement altogether. If you mean by ImperialNIn 

the bdstard notIOn of modern tllnes, "hy, then,~I admIt It ; but if "hat you illtend by the 
Impenal Idea IS that "hlch "as comprehended by that great governing people which mQlt 

resemble, I thmk, In ItS quahtles and In Its spmt the EnglISh natlOn-I speak of the Roman 

Empire-then I thmk I can say that the Llber.11 party repudl.ltes any sLch idea. On the 

contrary, I vcnture to ,Iffirm thlt It IS ItS true representattve. (Cheers.) What was the ,lmperid 

idea whIch Inspired the Government of the EmpIre of Rome ~ W,ll anyone say that it was 

the extensIOn of tern tory ) Will anyone s.IY that It \\a' addlllonal :conquest) Why 

that IS to falSify h'SIOr) altogether. If vou look Into that famous chapter v"lIch opens 

the ullmortol .... ork of GIbbon you \,111 lind that he .peaks of the moderatIOn of 

Augustus, that hl st Itcs th It the m n \\ ho founded the EmpIre of Rome ard .... ho con-

301ulatcrl Its strength ""' the man who, throughout h,s Ide, reslst(d, and In hIS last testimony 

bequeathed to hiS successor the prInCIple that the 11l11lts of the Empire should not be enlarged. 

(CheeT'.) There IS a cellbrated \Hlter of anttqUlty, hImself an Emperor, who places tn the 

mouth of August"., "hel1 he died, some memor1ble words. They are short, but they are 80 

appltcable to the GOVCI nment of IndIa and to the admInlstl atlOn of Lor j RIpon that I will 

venture to t1ke ledVe to n I I them, He maklO Augustus to say-" I hdve not sought to beget 

one War out of another. I have thought I hwe done more" lSely in employmg all my tIme 

In the reforn11tIon of tllf: hv.s and the refo"n11tlOIl of dlsorders, In dOing which I conSIder that 

I have not 1ctCli less well than any of thost' who have preceded me, And even, If I may speale 

wlth frankress, I h1.\c <;urp.l'lStd al1 those v.ho h,v(' Lvcr governed grt":lt empires:' That IS an 

Imp,n11 telea , It w IS thl con«ptlon <)f Impcn.d Rome, "hllh the LIberal party can well 

ackno\\ ledge and Lln be proud to c.trry out. 

We think some fallacy is involved in a too confident comparison instituted· 

with ancient kingdoms as in rciation to any large empire of modern tjmes. 

What was accomplIshed by despotic sovereigns of the Roman Empire, 

or e\ en what was conceived by them, cannot fairly be held as an example 

to be followed in the modern constitution of an empire. Had there been 

an emperor of a different temperament in the plaee of' Augustus, he would 

very likely have directed Impenalism in a direction wide apart from that 

attempted by the latter. If a comparison is to hold good, all conditions 

and circumstances should be scrupuhusly alike in both instances. It is 

difficult to believe that the features of th..: Empire of Great Britain are 

like those of the Empire of Augustus. He had hardly such foreign provoca

tions and responsibilities as England has to deal with now in the sheer 

necessity of self-preservation and selLprosperity. The needs and obli

gations of the greatest empire in present times are widely difFerent from 

those of tlny of the old empires which had nnt known such a vigorous 

and universal growth :15 of to· day , "Vhat Augustus could l,ave afForder! to 

do In his time~, the Quccn-Emprcs, .. ould nO't possibly do in these days, 
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when there is such a close competItion among a number of powerful States, 

whose willis based on a milIta7 prowess ever-growmg. The fact is that the 

ConservatIves have perhaps too delIberately used ImperIalIsm, whIle the 

Liberals have not tIll they have been brought to the last extremity But 

that the LIberals can develop thIs qualIty to as great an extent as the 

other par~y, no one can doubt. We shall probably for a long time 

to come fall to meet the ends of Impenahsm , for, Great BritaIn, 

with all her LiberalIsm., IS m as great a danger of losmg Its mliu

ence and prestige as any great Power m Europe, on Its foreign re

latIOns bemg neglected or half-understood. Had SIr WJ!lIam Harcourt 

gIVen us a precIse deiillltlOn of Imperialism, of Its reahty and Its counterfeIt, 

we should h,ne better understood It than hv the means of a very remote 

comp,,"wn. At any rate I agrce wIth "Ir William m the followmg eulogy 
he passed on Lord RIpon, m whIch he seems to perceIve the mferlOr form 

of Imperialism whIch the Idte Viceroy so well aVOIded followmg In hiS 

wnrl. m India -

He had ,orne Illustnou. predece.sors In whose steps he has trod They were men who In 

their exertIOn. for the native popUlation l'1curred Slmllar obloquy to hIS OWl. Macaulay, at the 

end of that brillIant essay upon Lord Clive, speaks of the man whom he was commemoratmg. 

He said -" HIS name stands hIgh on the roll of conquerors , but It IS found In 1 better lIst of 

tho.e who have done and suffered much for the happmeso of mankmd To the" arnor hIStory 

Will aSSIgn a place In the same rJnk With Lueullus dnd TraJan, nor will she deny to the 

refol"ner a .hare ofthat veneratIOn wllh .... hiCh France ehcllshes the m( mary of 'I urgot, ' Jd With 

whIch the latest generatIOn of Hmdoos WIll contemnl"te the <tatue of Lord WJllnrn Bentmck .. 

And If Macaulay had wfltten a few years later, he would have I ded 1nother n lme-I mean the 

name of I..orrl Canning, 1 m1n "ho In the lime of danger and ddlilulty had such magn.tnlmlty 

and merc) that he was assalled Volth that which w", regar~"u as a tltle of reproach, the tItle of 

" Clemency' Cannmg-a DO"1e ,vh eh Will remalO to him forever as the most Imptflshable 

monument of hIS fame Lord Ripon has understood the meanwg of those great examples, and 

It 1& because he hal had the COUr1ge 10 the same cause to encounter the Same obloquy that we are 

here to welcome hIm and to thank him to-nIght It IS because he has understood what the 

Emperors of Rome dId not understand-that It 18 not enough to dommate race. by the force to 

your arms, or , ven by holdwg them down by the wClght of your laws, but that, If you are to 

found an empire .... hlCh IS not to crumble away 10 a decline and f.tll such as that whICh overtook 

the Roman, you must dIscover how, 10 some manner or other, you Can find your way to the 

hearte of the peo;>le you rule (Cheers) It IS a hard lesson to human pnde to learn, and 

though, no doubt, there IS no task of statesmanship more difficult than that whICh attempts to 

reconCile the pnde 01 a subject people, It IS that task which Lord Ripon has attempted, and m 

which he has largely succeeded, and It IS because he has accomplIShed so God-like a mISSion that 

we art hert to "elcome and to thank him. 
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The Earl of Derby, responding to the toast of" the Houses of Parlia
ment," said that Lord Ripon exercIsed his functions so justly that he 

became unmindful of the personal consequences he had to endure. How
ever prejudIced were those who opposed him, the people of England, by 

the honours whIch they have paId him, have shown that they were not 

affected by theIr alarm. The Earl conSIdered it to be the duty of every 
$tatesman 0: England to rule India for the IndIans, and If the) would ever 

give a greater sha"e to the Indians, to conduct theIr admInistration, It will 

npt be because the British people were not fit to govern them, but because 

no one could better understand and appreciate natIve feelIngs and wants 

than the natlves themselves. When the latter receive the same enlIghten

ment as the people of England, India could not be kept hy the British 

unless It was allowed rIghts and priVileges commensurate with the new 

aspirations raised 
From SIr Charles DIIke's speelh we Infer that Lord Ripon has been 

throughout hIs politlcdl career an advanced Llberal-even a RadIcal, whIch 

he does not fear to acknowledge tl at he has been. In fact the prinCiples 

whi ch he unflInchingly earned out In India he had also delIberately 

adv()ca'ed In England. It was very.,. Ise, h f) wc: "u, on the part of Lord 

Ripon that he did not openly avow hIs radlcd1lsm while here. If he had 

done so he would have damaged the cause of InJla. HIs excellent merit 

was that wIllIe at heart he was a Radical, he showed the capacity of acring 

as If he was a Conservative-LIberal. SIr Charles Dilke said :-" He was 

a man whom they were all proud to recognize as one born to rule-as a 

matter of fact he was born In DownIng-street itself, and If a man born 
there was not born to rule, he did not know who was." 

However eloquent were the other speeches, none was so remarkable for 

fulness, for lUCIdity, and for temperatene<~ as that of the Indian Secretary 

of State. It must be read to be appreCiated. It is a masterly, sympathetic 

and generous vllldlCatlOn of Lord RIpon's acts in Ind.la. Except In one 

httle matter, that Lord Lyttol"s action with regard to a small part of the 

vernacular press was entirely uncalled for, according to the Earl, the 

approbation accorded to Lord RIpon WII! at once command the assent of all 

unprejudiced men. He pointed out with conclusive arguments that what 

Lord Ripon attempted In India was exactly III consonance with the spirit 

and prinCiples which have gUldcJ Her Majesty's Government from the 

earhest date, and "'!th the characte~and doings of his most distingu\shed 
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predecessors, of whom history has left a h:appy remembrance. There was 
nothmg novel or strlkmg m hIs acts, and though he refused to base hIs 

pohcy on mefe expedIency-and so based It on the prmclplcs whIch he 

cherIshed-he dId nothIng more than continue the adn1ll1lstfdtlOn on the 

old 1ll1cs,whlch hrve always been wIdely approytd of. He dId not rule 

IndIa as a partIzan would have ruled-whIch would undoubtedlv h,ne been 

a misfortune. It wIll awa ,s redollnd to the be,t (fedlt af India If Hi 

VIceroys, by whom~ocv('r they ma" be aF'pol'lted, rulld the country \V!thN 

out bemg mfluenced by any particular [lC Let tht "I("UOY of the time 

steadIly \..eep III ,lew'" hat would be the best thtng for J nJla, and that 

would not hl. roo much tor hlln to carn (Ju t In \lrtuL of IllS responsIble 

and dlstll1gulshed olliee. As wt Inrl"ns ha,c bl.cn so mu ch plca,ed WIth 

dIe late Vlcerovaltv, so arc we also pled,ed with the general and warm 

esteem In which our dCts of lovalt\ and apprLClatlon c'lu~cd b) Lord 

Rlpo'l has been held 111 England It mu,t cat.se us peculiar gratlfirdtlOn to 

f<.dCl the concludmg portIon of the Earl's ~pecch 
H1S noble fnend L11le ,v(J1lred to prov"le for egual Ju<l1ce to J11 lx.f<>re th, 1,\\, 7n,) he ,ecuvc 1 

the UO\\1VeTlOg Ini he,rty support 01 H,r M'Je'tys Government throughouttht "hole of the 

bU8mess, behe Vlllb IS they h I th ,t tht pnnuples upon" hlCh ho ,,'s lctmg '''' e nght Lonl 

RIpon ha I brought bJ<k ",th hun to tins <o"ntry the um Vtrs ,\ <sttem of nulhon5 "pon nul\",,,. 

of our fe l10IA ,uh)CClS When ver hc \\ent In Indl1 cro\Hlo; of n1tlveh 1..1m r roun I hlnl to lihow 

therr 'ppreuatlOn of th, benefits" h" h he h, I eonfl rred upOO them If he h, I no olhl' Illie 

to tt1e,r grJt,tudt to phee hI< rule h"h 1011111g thlt of Inrh '0 VrcLlO}b he \\ oull SLCUre r' !1T tll,t, 

for ,t "IS no e ,sy thrng for ln Jlren ,ule r 111 .. L our Vrteroy to touch tht he ,rts of rHen of ,nother 

t3ce, ao I to touch them rn thL unn",t II.. ,1>1- m 11lntr 111 "llch Ius nohlt fnen 1 hdd tOUlhtrl 

them. Lord R'pon by 111, polley hJd doo e more than dny onL d,c to strenblhen thL I I) llty of 

the n ,tlves of In 111 to the Cro" n 10 , to strengthen the fNo' l.tlOns of our In '"n Emp' re, 111rl 

he gave them thL to"t of Lot I R,p''' ' h" lth, With the smtere bthcf th,t "hen hIStory hul 

pused Its vcnhct upon hlS a Inl1n"tratlon rt would be (ouod Clevrded 1S one of thL greattst ",,1 
bnght .. t 01 the V'Ler 'y llt ,e3 of our lod"o Fmplrc 

It IS note~orthy that Lord Ripon had the full sympathy of the Home 

Government In hiS struggles to get the I1bert BIll passed, though hke him 

the Home authorltles, whIle beIng firm, took precIOus lare not to exasperate 

the Anglo-Indian feelmgs. It may be remembered that my own attitude, 

whIle feel'ngs on both Sides were funnmg high, and whIle superIOr lIght 

was absent among the publIc, tended towards the adoptIon of a moderate 

reform by eerta,n measures of conCIlIatIOn whIch I was first to suggest. 

I now pass on to the speech of the hero of the honr-l, of course, mean 

our late beloved, god-h\..e Viceroy. He said he stili mamtalned Ius lIfe-long 
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adherence to the great Liberal party of England. While explaining this he 
was induced to declare that the cheers" were a good augury of the speedy 

determination of the great issue whether this country is to be governed by 

Lord Salisbury or Mr. Gladstone." Both the Earl of Kimberley and Lord 

Ripon warmly upheld the evacuation of Afghanistan as an event which has 

secured a friendly country on our borders-no doubt a very essential thing 

for India. It cannot be denied for one moment that a friendly Afgh~nistan 

is essential at the pr('sent moment for the security of IndIa, and that the 

best way to keep a country ver;r fnendly to a neighbouring power is not to 

violate its independence. Lord RIpon says that because he evacuated 

Candahar, Afghanistan is friendly to-day, which is very useful just now, 

considering the present conflIct with Russia. Both the high authorities 

h'lve, no doubt, tried to gIVe us a simple view of this difiicult problem. If 
we want the Afghans to be friendly to us, we als(\ wish them to become 

powerful and make use of their power as much for their interests as for 

ours. We should Ilk:: to be satisfied if this has been done by the evacua

tion of Candahar. It IS presumed that the British generosity shown has 

been the means of givlllg us a friendly ally to interpose between us and the 

RussI.ms. Abdur Rahaman had been shown suf.i;:i<:1H friendliness when he 

was placed on the Cabul gadl. But that mea~llre does not seem to have 

made him strong enough to menace Russia, instead of Russia menacing 

India as It actually does now. Our abandoning Afghanistan altogether has 

not made It strong enough to punish Russia for its audacity in coolly appro

priating portions of the Afghanistan territories. If Afghanistan has been 

made strong, where was the use of sending out a Commission to defir.e 

its own boundaries, while Russia has continued descending on the Amir's 

country in spite of that Commission. We ahhor the idea of carrying on a 

war in a neighbour's country, but when ;t was sanctioned by the parent 

country, that country ought not to have 5tultified itself by subsequently 

falling into the other extreme. I wrote a work and pointed out that nothing 

like annexation or anything app.oaching it was then to be carried out. But 

when a ruler assumed to bl:" frIendly to us was placed on the throne, and 

WhIle we had strongly established ourselves in that country, the task of an 

active and disinterested warden had inevitably come upon us, which could 

not be avoided withollt doing injury to Afghanistan as well as India. You 

gave over the whole country to the Amir, and blessed him every year with a 

large amount of nWll'Y. Though you knew him to be incapable of serving 
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the highest interests for which he was chosen you thought that all would 10 

right by merely leaving him a perfect master of Afghanistan. There was not 

the slightest objection to his becoming a perfect master of his own dominions. 

But where was the harm to show him, when he got the godl with our own 

help, how best he could render his position impregnable by allowing the 

British G~vernment to reorganize his military and to place their own army 

of watch in Candahar, which he would gladly have allowed to be occupied 1 

A great politician-statesman might have been deputed, who would have 

,-ucceeded in giving some intelligible constitution to the Arnir, and prevent

ing the frittering away of his resources for the five years which have elapsed 

since Russia first tampered with Afghanistan. She has now actu.llly encroach
ed upon its (('rritories. It seems to us mu<..h safer and more economic to guide 

Afghani <t :l!1 d;';lllerestedly rather than allow it to squander its resources 

unassisted by an experienced neIghbouring power_ It would be superfluou~ 

to mention how British intervention can be made thoroughly beneficial 

and in no wise injurious to Afghanistan. We need not grudge, however, 

to extend every confidence to the absolute reversal of pohcy effected by 

Lord Ripon soon after his arrival in the country. We shall now let the 

fast-approaching results to tell us the effect of that pohcy. The entire 

effect can only be gauged on a war breaking out in Afghanistan, which 

every party of course would wish to avoid. It IS then to be seen if the 

Af~hans and other tribes would side with the Russian~, or with oursrlves, 

and whether they would support Abdur Rahaman as all ally of India or

somebody else as a creature of the RUSSIans. Lord RIpon's statement, in 

reference to his relatIOns with NatIve States, 1 may fully endorse. The 

Nizam of Hyderabad owes a good deal to hi~ generous pobcy, and we shall 

have to watch with interest for some time to come the consequences of 

entrusting full powers to two very young and promising noblemen-the 

Nizam himself and his Minister Sir Salar J ung. I hope in course of tin.e 

that State may take its rank among the foremost model States in India. No 

serious politician ever believed that Russia had tampered with the loyalty 

of some of our native states. Lord Ripon inquired of this privately before 

leaving India, and was satisfied that the .umours were ridiculous. I trust 

somebody may trace the rumour to its source at least to ascertain in what 

manner was it possible for Russia to open any communication with any of 
the native states in India. Though a Liberal, Lord Ripon did not fail to 
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.. ender good advice to native chiefs when tney neeaea 1[, ana Ulat Wil:; un

doubtedly for their good. I can cordially bear out the assertion of Lord 

Ripon that" there never was a time at which the ~ative princes of bniia 

were more loyal to our gracious Sovereign than they are to-day." 
The most important part of Lord Ripon's speech referred to the pledges 

given by the British Government in respect of the broad and liberal policy 

to be always appJied in governing IPdia. His Lordship pointed out the 

Charter Act of 1833 and ~he debates w~ich ~reced,ed it i,n both House~. 
Parliament as the foundatton we,rlt uf hi s attitude In India. It was at . 

period that a free introductIOn of Europeans into this country was perm.if-' 

ted with certain declarations of pohcy ill their reference; and to thi. 

circumstance Lord Ri poI' did well in drawing attention. I agree with 

him that the changes effected in India on aCCOUlJt of the sprea4 

of oducation, extension of railways, and the worlmg of a free Press 

have been 50 great that theIr real meaning can hardly be realized by 
those whom we know to have been much prejudiced by the spirit of con

servatISm. The bulk of IndJan officials, owing to their immediat6 

contact with the practIcal work of the country and their individual in

habitants, cannot pOSSIbl y bH,athe any very healrh y liberalism in the interCllt,l 
Ji' 

of the various <.Ommunitle~. They cannot possibly be the warm advocat~ 
'" of a sympathetiC and genprous policy, which generally emanates froru 

statesmen possessed of large 01 portunities. It was natural, therefore, foi 

Lord Ripon, while ruling India, to lind out wha.t were the object and aim 

of Providence in vC'iting Its interests in a nation ~uperIor in both moral 

and physical strength to the nati\cs of India. It was quite right for him 

to have selected thc primitive prinCiples of first purity, which had latterly 

been emphasised by the ~een's Go\crnment. These principles, as 

he said, "rcmain alwa ys the same. The mode of application must 

depend upon the circumstances of the orne and the subJcct with which. 

the Government has to deal." The rractical and modifying spirit w~~ 
will always influence the Vice roys Will place a great CUI b on the spir~ 
progress characteriLing the Britl'lh administration. The strongest opp~, 
nent of Lord Ripon as represcnting Anglo-India-we ml'an the Times,t.. 
perceived ultimate dangers in his av .)wing the principles "'!lich sent ot~ 
the famous Charter to India. But the~e principles have been clearly, 

admitted to have b(.('n applied llnd<.r conditional circumstances. It waa 

a very little thillS-It was thc safc~t thing to have sought the investment 
22 
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Dr half-a-dozen competent native civilians with the same jurisdictionar,

/authority already exercised by their European brother-ofhcials. Wheft 

chis extension of a slight privilege was violently opposed, the principles 

underlying that step n~ce5sarily came into relief. The question was not 

.to what extent such privileges could hI" accorded to Indians; the nal point 

-at issue was whether it was safe, while we were permitted to enjoy the 

~ame moral a~d mental freedom as EnglIshmen did in their own nati ... e 

country, to df'ny the nativ("s who showed their fitness, the advancement 

-...rned by them by their own indiVidual merit~ and qualifications. Lord 

'awon, therefore, showod a wise forethongbt m practically r~cogni7ing the 

8i'lldual application of the principles more than once solemnly afhrmcd by 
the British Nation. They cannot now thrust back India, and they cannot 

turn it into their enemLes bj' tellIng the native~, who exert in quahfymg 

themselvC', Fer d,e dIscharge of high functions, that their legitimate and 

temperately asserted aspirations cannot be fulfilled. Discourage them by 

devising as severe tests as you can in the interests of the country, but those 

"'ho are found answering the te sts should not certainly be discouraged. If 
even ,uch mrn are discouraged the} cannot, as T,ord Ripon said, turn 

;lOut the supporters of the Governmen t. This i ~ certall1ly not the 

eethod to promote good government and enhance and cheapen it~ 

functions-which is dail y becoming a greater Ilcccssi ty for thi S large, com

l'licated and poor country. If Great Britam cannot uphold its prestige 

and maintain its influence without India, then It is this spirit which hdS to 

be followed by the parent country not merely to obtain ~ULcour for itsel~ 

but to secure the freedom and integrity of the Indl<ill Empire. If that 

high and abidmg spirit were to be neglected, rum 1\ ould await both the 

mother and the su bJect countries. We shall do well by quoting here the 

concluding words of Lord Ripon's fair and manly speech .-
:, The noble MarqUIS proceeded to refer to 80me of the prmclp'l mea, "feS of h,s admlntstratlon, 

'including the repeal (f the Vern,cul.,r Press Act, the extensIOn of r'ul way commUntLJtlOn, the 

"1td'fihllon of t,,<'tlOn, .. nd partIcularly the t'IX on salt. But these dut lLS, he remarked, were not 

l)a only dultes Intruste 1 to the BntlSh Government In IndIa. They must deSIre falthtully and 

\tenestly to fulliJ the great task whIch God had Imposed upon Engl md when He pve her the 

I~dlan EmpIre to rule. They must set before themselves yet hIgher almB, anI! endeavour to the 

utmost of theIr power to gIve to theIr fellow· subJects m Illdla the nch stores of the" own 

knowledge and clvlhzatlOn, fittmg them m Increased numbers to take part In the management 

of their own ./talro, and admlamg them grad ually to those pOSItions to whIch they themselve. 

Ilad taught them to aspire. It" as only by such a POIKY they could maintain the good faIth of 
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England and redeem the pledges of the Crown. By such a pohey alone they could extend and 

doe pen the loyalty to our graclOus SovereIgn which was so WIdely spread throughout IndIa, and 

whIch It was a deep satISfactIon to hIm to belIeve tb at durlOg the five years of hIS Indian ad.

!rUnI,tratIon h e did somethlOg to consolIdate. (Loud cheers.) 

The veteran reformer and the people's orator, Mr. John Bright, made a 

pretty long speech about O UT country in replying to the toast of " Pros

perity to India." This speech takes us more to the ultimatum of 

Briti~h sovereignty in India than any of the preceding ones. It is always ' 
interesting to note what lIberal sta'esmen may have to state on this point 

from time to time, for it cannot be .ccepted without subjecting it to 

certain broad practical tests which have to be drawn from existing facts. 

The argument v[ Mr. Bright should, therefore, be looked into, for.1t 

does great credit to his heart. He said all India and England and all 

Anglo-Indians and llriti ~hers would accept that toast with unanimity, 

acclamation and cordialIty. And yet when the means by which such 

prosperity can be attained are dI scussed, many of those who would 

heartlly Jom the toast would also c')ndemn the measures which a great 

ollic(.! like Lord RIpon might think it nC'cessary to introduce in India. 

He cotlt(.nded that IndIa can only be governed by England in what are 

the sacred interests of the people of India, whIch cannot be otherwise 

ruled. The re.lson of thi s he thus put in plain terms :-
"We should put ourselves In the pOSItion of the n .lllvLS of 1 ndla, and a,k ourselves what we 

should SlY If \\ e were there, "1 P" t of 200 m.'lI ons, .lOci \\ ere told, as several people have sai~ 

and mdny h ive s Jld, by theIr actl on-th it these 2 0 0 n"lIlOns of people are to be governed by a 

pnvlkgcd sm111 ellSS, a h"lntiful of mLn (ol1l1ng fr om some remote Isbnd, ught or ten thousand 

mIles away, and that thL JOterests of tlm hand f d of men , ha ul 1 be conslller<d and theIr clamour 

listened to, ag1Jllst the ,,,. durn of the G overnment of C"lkutta, the Parhament of England, the 

promISes of the Crown, and the sym pJthles of the great masses." 

Yes, it will always be safe to consult the wishes of the Crown, the 

Parliament and the mas,es at large, whenever any serious difference arose. 

between the people of IndIa and the Ar glo-Indians. Mr. Bright ha\ · 

strikingly exp}-dined the present position of the people of India, though it 
i~ still a matter of doubt whether a handfu.l of the most enlightened and. 

powerful race can be compared at a 1019" standard which the immense 

heterogeneous population of India for the present indicates. The Blitisli 

conquerors will, from sheer necessity, arsume a commanding position in 

India, the gross features of wtich the Crown and the Parltament of England~ 

from. their freeness lrom local preJudiees and hatred, will always have t() 

1:!tase froUl".thc broader assertion of thCIr sGvercignty. Thc development <;£ 



172 

the numerous conflicting elements in India will for a long time to come 

require the watch and direct ion of the Lord Paramount in the Indian 

interests themselves. It is thus that Mr. Bright's syllogism may not Btand 

quite well in the eyl's of those reasoning from a knowledge on the spot. To 

show the i'nfluence of English education in India Mr. Bnght narrated what 

was spoken to him by two natives of India sometime ago :-" I met several 

years ago two most educated and accomplished natIves of that country; 

and they were describing to me the manner in which the English language 

is spreading. One of them said, C I believe in a short time-within the 

next few years-there will be as many people in India who know and will 

read Milton and Shakespeare, as there arc now in England.' The other 

gentkm'l!1 t)-."" lurned round to me and said,' I think there arc as many 

now.'" It is needless to point out how very exaggerated was the view 

placed before Mr. Bright. It may not do any harm; but it Can hardly do 

any good. It WIll surely require many years yet before IndIa can have as 

many Engli;h-knowmg people as England has. And it will take a much 

longer period in attaining that popular highly-de\ eloped culture which has 

been acquired by England. I entirely agree with Mr. Bright when he 

states that the literature from the West will transform the idolatrous 

religion of India; but this will yet take time. When the people have 

mer-ded their social and rehgious systems they wIll be led to struggle for 

political reforms more than they have ylt done. The bcneral political 

freedom will take place not soon after the spread of Westt..rn civilization. 

but after the ~pread of social and religIOUS reforms. I hope to have 

pointed out in a few words one great mhc:)\l(.eption under which some 

liberal-mmded Enghshmen so often labour. Mr. Bright naturally feela 

apprehensive of what would be the results on native minds of the effects of 

Western education and literature which have transformed the religion, the 

politics and the material condition of the people of England. "They 

'would not inquire very much because they would know that it was not 

difficult for a foreign country like this, with trained military men and the 

'power of engaging the military services of the natives of India, to build up 

a great Empire. But they would say, 'This is ancient history.''' As I 

have already stated, no danger need be apprehended from the mere spread 

of education, for a good many forces should be generated from that agency 

before the natives can make any formidable resolutions calculated to chanl!:e 
the very basis of the Indian Empire. 
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Mr. Bright understands that a small community like the British is not 

permanently destined to rule such a large country as India. It is not 

useful to go mto this question just now, tor it will not be a practical task 

always preLiscly to keep In view any ultimatum of this sort, whether in 
favour of: or adverse to, IndIa, whIle the business of its administration is 

carned on. A remote result is generally left to the workIng ot Providence. 

while the current alfaITs ale mar aged in the best light possible. Mr. 

Bright is quite rIght in sayIng that the admmIStrators of IndIa should 

cultivate a spirit lIke that of the late Governor~General. There wiJI be 

then many more Ilbert BIlls and a greater general development of Govern~ 

ment. "The Government, if It be so, wIll be far better, it will be less 

<:ostly, and It will be more acceptable to the people, and less humiliating, 

for it will make the best of theIr people jomt rulers with some of the best 

of ours. It wIll, therefore, be the more enduring." Here is some tangible 

result rightly ant1ci1 ated and pOInted out by Mr. Bright, which may be 

very cordIally endon-ed. And I may confidently ask the rulers, great and 

:small, to pursue the IIberallcarnings mdlcated by Mr. Bright. In dwelling 

upon the poverty of IndIa the RIght Hon'ble gentleman referred to the 

work publIshed on the subject of IndIa by the Secretary of the National 

LIberal Club. The salIent points of It were stated by him as below:-
"It Will refer to t" 0 PQlnt£ In a 'lOgic sentence. One IS the extremely fe1rful poverty \fhich 

l'rev11ls over a large portIOn of the popuhtlOn of Inrlla. The b,rest food, 1nd the lowest, com

fortable shdter In any "orkhousc 10 thIS country would be pahtl11 treatment to millions of the 

popuhtlOn or Indl"-(cheers)-1nrl e1unng the prescnt century It IS stated that there have dIed 

<of f.mlOe 10 Inlha a hrger number of persons than all the men that have fallen In all the wars 

which h.ve been waged dunng that course 0f tllne throughout the globe." 

If such is the magnitude of the work to be done in IndIa it is absurd 

not to multiply natIve agencIes in the higih:r paths of our administration 

and to effectually amend the constitution of the country. True, India 

needs several capable statesmen like Mr. Gladstone as Mr. Bright hinted; 

but the greater the number of sueh workers introduced, the sterner will be; 

the necessity felt to increase effiCient native agencies. I cannot do 

better than quote here the whole of the concluding passage ot Mr. Bright'. 

'Speech :--
" What we .vant 10 Ind .. IS the sympathy of cur friend here, the late Governor-General of 

IndIa, permeatmg the hearts a-,d feehng. of the Englishmen 10 IndIa. If you do so change the 

hearts .md create a fer 1mb Jl symp.lthy, I am qUIte sure It will do more to perpetuate or lad to 

~er contmuance of the Enghsh rule 111 lr.dla than the despatch of many regimellts of 
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.oIiier... (Cheen.) What we w:m~ tl). Itt-I shall not live'to see it, but there are many here 

who will have to see a great deal-,vhat I hope for is that in the coming time we ,may have the 

best intellects of India working with Englishmen earnestly for the good of India and the Ilonour 

of Engl'and'. (Cheers.) How great will be th .. reeults for good I cannot describe; or probably 

can't imagine1 but I am sure' the-results for good wilI 'be' great to the countless millions who for 

the time-be it'short or rung_re undertne influence'and subject to the English Crown. (Cheers.) 

The lubj..:t of India is a very rleat one i~, my .,,;timation.. The mystery we cannot fathom, by 

which that country, with its vast rOfulation, has been subjected to the rule of this country, i. 

one of thoBe things of which history gives us no example, and if we did not sec it, we could not 

imagine it could come in the future. But it has come-not by reason of thc prowess or violence, 

or military spirit'of this generation, but of our forefathers, and we at any rate, unless we surrender 

it, it may be to its confusion and it s difficulties, are bound to do all tha t the best intellect of 

the country, the most honoura},l. sentiment, al}(J.the mos' 'TI l""! fecling, can II" to raise as muc!-, 

as we can the rnr~!"t'v .. L'[ [liat country,and to gjve them the belief tltat we wish them good. 

rather than wish to compiete our greatness upon their subjection and their sufferings. (Loui! 

cheers.) It is because I believe that Lord Ripon, our honoured guest, has gone as far as it was 

possible for him in that post of eminence which lie occupied (0 do, anr! · has done that whidl it 

become. every Englishman to' do that I am' tendering him my tHanks." (Cheers.) 

But the British admini strators and the leading natives of India have 

only to be guided in all difficult positiomi, and in an emergencieS', by th<1 

safe beacon Mr. Bright has 50 happily placed' befOre our vision as it givcSl 

me such pride and pleasure to quotc him RCTC. But t1iat Deacon has to be 

more constantly and more fi'rmly kept in view than it has hithcrto been, 

and 'in many more directions indeed than those meagrely obser\<ed ti l! now •. 

We may then find in our native population so m.'ll.lJ armies for the. 

support of the British in India, while no foe of theirs will have the, 

impudence of menacing our peace. It may not be possibJ.:: for a long time' 

to come to press in practical service broad and generous theories in their 

entirety and without modifications' in due regard to actual facts and circum~ 

stances; but unless our Rulers steadily main rain the light of these theorie!J' 

even with a certain amount of sacrifice in the interests of general good, I 

doubt very much the value of weak or forced loyalty that is not provided. 

with the only useful basis of united moral and material forces to De cordi

ally generated in the enfeebled and distracted nations at India. As the. 

other powers of Europe and Asia become materially freer and strong": 

to act in the world, should the British Government proportionally take' 

every community and every native prince into greater confidence. 

and, while granting them a greater scope for regeneration, prosperity 

and renown, should found their own' euhan<;ed strength and. invio!abi.:: 
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ia ,the reform and unity oftheir own subjects. Such a mixed and accurate", 

weighed method can alone succeed in rendering Great Britain and its Eastern f 

Empire permant.ntly inviolate. It is pleasing to me to be cognizant of the 

fact that this conception of the national duty of India and England is 

more readily appreciated by the present generation, both Europeans and 

Natives, than it was fifteen or twenty years ago, when so many of my politi

cal propositions were felt hut little removed from a dreamy region !-

29tb Marcb, 1885. 

THE RaJI Gift.1r, the leading vernacular journal of the Bombay presi

dency, wa~ right in urging the other day that when 
LOlli Re1Y In Bombay a new Governor set his foot in Bomba',', its leaders 

anJ h" DLputatlOfltsts. 
must be prepared to give him a welcome address, 

bringing to his nMice the various wants and wishes of the Presi

dency. The suggestion appears to have been timely taken up. The best 

leadIng man of Bomb:;y-the young, highly promising, and patriotic Parsi 

Baronet-delivered a public address hImself to Lord Reay, our new 

Governor, in bchalf of the Presidency Absociation. The address partook 

r,f a general character and \\ as, perhaps, a httIe ful;cr than a majority of 

such addre5~es, as we have been med to find them. Except in one respect 

-and that a viul one in the present times-we consider the address to be a 

$ati~factory document rcmem bering that such general addresses cann<!t 

entertain any question of detal! and ran deal only with the general state of 

afFairs. The condltlon being so, we cannot but express our sorrow that 

the influential deputation which waited on Lord Reay made but a passing 

.nusion to the grave;t crisis the wholc of India, wlllch this Association 

.-y be said to represent, is now passing through. When the present 

.ceroy was on the way out for India-when no one, perhaps, had 

Glreamed of the present Indo-Russian complications-we had strongly urged 

~ Bombay gentlemen to forget for a whtle heir insular as.pirations and 

/Vigorously bring to the notice of the VIceroy-elect the most serious 

defidencies of the various defences of the Indian Empire especially marked 

... the mistrust shown towards Native Princes by letting their nne armies 

... the aiJyss of complete ruin and stagnation. All that the Bombay 

&.aders were pleased to do was to make a passing allusion to the 

d-M'ences of the Bombay harbour. Matters on the frontier have since sud

.tenly ass..lmed a molit .hreatening aSPQct. And how do the Bombay 
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deputation deal with them now l They deal with them at the conclusion 

of their address, and deal it in a manner as jf a slight famine had been 

passing over a part of the country, which need not interrupt the considen

cions of the Course of some happy internal development of the country r 
We may allow our readers to see that passage for themselves :-

" In co~clusion, my lord, we are aware, that while we arc directing YOllr lordshi pis attention 

to the several measures of internal reform above indicated, grave complications have arisen in 

the foreign relations of the Government of India which may, perhaps, involve the country irt 

hostility with a great European Power on the borders of Afghani, tan. But, my Ion 1', we a·re so 

contident of the loyalty of our countrymen to the generous rule of Britain, their recognition of 

the great r~sources and strength of the British Empire, and their /irm faith in the liberal 

prit\ciples which animate British rule, that. we think the gravity of the situation nce,l in nO' ""ay 

interfere with the progress of the internol refnnns herienabove sketche,;. An,1 on the othel" 

hand, we are also Silre that the Government, which Was able in the dark doys of 1857 to

establish universities in this country, will not sulkr the Anglo-Russian complications to stand 

iA the way of those liberalizing changes which arc called for by the progressi vc conditions of the 

times • 

.. With these short and humble expressions of our views we bid Lady RtJy and your lorclahip :> 

hearty welcome." 

We should like to have a single historical in~tance in which an Empire 

may have enjoyed immunity from foreign aggressions merely on accouncof 

the lip loyalty of its subjects, or the liberality and generosity of its rule. The 

existence of these qualities must be very short-lived in the presence of a 

thoroughly covetous, unscrupulous and ill-conditioned Power, whose fiercest 

ambition is to destroy the British Empire in India, and who eagerly awaits 

every opportunity to produce the vilest anarchy amongst us, We do not 

doubt ourselves" the great resources and strength of the British Empire," 

but the deputaticmists are a trifle too over-confident in uttering this broa:4 

popular suppositi(ill. Neither they nor can the Government afford t,cl 
ignore for a moment that the naval and land forces of the British Gover",' 

ment have been allowed to slide into dangerous insufficiency considerill& 

that all other large or small powers are armed to the teeth for their o~ 

preservation. Until our own dream a quarter of a century old, that a da.y;: 
may come when wars shall more or less cease and all difficult proble~,,: 

may be solvC'i in Iran or on some such crown of earth where all the iJlti;;,;' 
trious sovereigns may meet the Empress of the East as their head)~. 
realized, su~ce~s is destined for the Power which is able to wield :~ 
greatest brutal-human force. While some attempt has been .made by the 

Bombay Association to enter deeply into minor administrative questipns. 
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'we cannot but attribute their disinclination to took. into the nrfi>ftj 
military problems of the Empire to that immatureness of temperament ~ 
responsible experience which, while attaching undue proportions t~ 
secondary points of administration, is apt to ignore the most serious problem 

requiting powerfu1 and comprehensive minds to grapple with precision 

and some severity. The communities which arc partially and grievously ' 

blind to the my teries which InvolYe dangers against their own perP'lanent 

se1f-pre~ervation, are mere children who are to be treated with fancy 

articles and dainty toy~ lest th ~y Inay cry and pester their elders. Just as 

the peace of India, and of the world perhaps, is brought on the brink of a 

precipice-the brink, no matter, may not be the one from which we may 

have a fall, we may be gomg round a series of such brinks-a delusive, 

though a perfectly well-intentioned, picture is placed before us of a people 

perfectly free of external and internal dangers and only imperilled because 

our civili .!ation has not approache(i the hmits of a halcyon bliss. It must 

try every mature tu.:per to know that in and out of season there is nothing 

but a woeful list of grievances about the rights and privileges of certain 

clas,es to occupy Ouf attention. We know the truth ot the historical 

incident-Nero fiddkd whill! Rome bJrnt. The Bombay Association is 

becoming, or intends to be, a responsible body un the part of the people of 

India. If it is only to he a faithful reflection of the masses who are help

less in saving themselves from loot, murder, or semi-barbarism, then .well 

and good. We shal! then know at !east that they have limit (.d their functions 

to a supcrn rlal dealing with Indian problems. But such is not the case. 

They would he the hrst in India to feel bitterly any unpreparedness on tIte 

part of India which may bring on it even a temporary caldmity, or a 

passing anarchy. And who can say ye t that, amidst the burning ri\'lIlries 

:and jealousies of the contending nations, Ir.L1ia may not be subjected to some 

,disastrous surprise, though e\'erything may be done to retrieve any 

,mishap? EVIdently our public men in India are mw.:h wanting in a 
thorough conception of grave rtalities. 

We shall now refer to the more agreeable portion of the address before 

us. We quite agree with the deputationists when they say that" few 

" persous have come as Governors of this important Presidency with so 
., high a reputation as your lordship bears, and fewer still have be ~ n the 

,. instances where the appointment of a Governor has been received with 

"such general cOllficience and such hi~h hopes as our own." We were 
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~;J:Iii.i~~S'e'd, wiN! his lordship's abilities on reading his address at 

~ih1iT~, which we regret we have had no leisure'to review as it richly 

6eserves to be reviewed. Lord Reay has not had much career of official 

~-tapeism, but in spite of that he seems to us a statesman of versatile 

talents and shrewdly liberal and practical bcntiments. We take this 

opportunity.of wishing HIS Excellency a long career of distinguished and 

noble usefulness in his presidency to compensate for the sacrifices he has 

made in coming out to India. His appointment here is only next in value 

to that of Lord Dufferin, among whose ablest and most loyal colleagues we 

may expect Lord Reay ere long to be placed. 

The deputationists properly reminded the Governor of onc of his im

portant utterances at Edlllhurgh that "a knowledge of the permanent 

interests of the peor1,; is tIle fnndamental reqLtislte of statesmanship." 

They said that to ha\ e a full lnowkdgc of those interests thcir country

men should be heard along WJt h the privileged governing classes, however 

ablc and well-intentioned they may be. Thls would mean that our 

countrymen, ,\ hen they speak on public questions, should be capahle of 

being admitted as nothIng short of an authr1fJty on them. It must be 

admltted that the Bomh.q Legislative Counell needs the popular rc

presentatlve element more than it now profes;es to commdnd. But unles. 

our old suggestion is adopted in regard to nomlllatlllg a p,lId A tltzVt EXfClI

llv", :MembeT in the Council whose business ,\ould 1)(' to study espeCIally the 

financial concerm of the country and gi ve us and the Council ,1Il wdepcn

dent and practically useful exposition of them, we do not think the 

honorary popular members wlll be of very great practIcal use. We havc 

already explained how the nomination of what w': mIght term the Inde

pendent Executivc Member of Lhc Government nominated direct by the 

Viceroy and the Secretary of State may be made. Such a member, we 

may add, would be frec to deal with any administrative or public question 

in all meetings of the Council. We shall hereaftcr go more into the 

details of this Froposal. The Municipal Boards in the variotls Zillahs will 

be a good school for preparing popular honorary members for the Govern

ment Council, and wc believe that the Bomba~ Municipal Corporation is 
already in a pos;tion to sparc talented and well-cultured gentlemen like 

Mr. P. M. Mehta for the higher Council of the Presidency. 

The address asks the Govcrnor to put into operation early the permissive 

provisions of the Local Self-GoveTllPlent Acts in favour of local autonotuy. 
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to secure greater ele~ve clement and local ·independence at "tho '~~. 
' '#1' t, 

We think the district authorities ought to work more in the spir " 

bequeathed by Lord Ripon, at the same time we should have desired t~ 
Bombay deputation to have named the places which have demanded a 

greater elective freedom and have been refused. 

It is admitted in the addless that some good has been done to the ryots 

by the finality of the revenue survey and assessm(.nt lately introduced by 
the Government. We have, no doubt, s:Jmc questions are yet left un· 

considered in the interests of the peasantry, wlllch may well be dealt with 

in the amendment of the proposed Land Revenue Code. We do not think, 

however, that in the matte I or the J ecent shght enhancement in the assess

ment of the soil supposed to command a water-bearing stratum, Govern

ment Cdn find itself In a ju,t position to reverse the very fair policy it has 

adopted. We believe that the Governmen t have b{'en a httle over-liberal to 

the ryot, in this instanc-e. We upheld sometime ago, in an exhaustive argu

ment, the GO\ emmellt Re~olution ,m the subject of subsOIl water taxa

tion, In no hf'sitating terms, and we notice that the Secretary of State has 

now finally applOvcd of the mca'ure. There ;, '10 necessity for the 

question being reopened unless the deputatIOn ists advance fresh facts and 

arguIllenb III fa\ our of their contention when the Revenue Code is revised. 

The deput[ttlOllIsts headed hy Sa J amsetJee have condemned in no hesi

tating terms the operdtion of the recent Forest and Ablari Laws. The 

unqu<lhf) ing terms of thls condemnation may best he told in the language 

originally employed :-
" We beg next to draw the e'mest attentlOll of your Excelkncy to the urgency of promptl) 

alleviatmg t'he h,rdshlp and sull:enngs ,duch the poorer c1."LS m the dlstncts of thl' PresIdency, 

t"peually In the Northern DIVISIOn, ,Ire ,ubJected to by the oper.ltlOn of the ngorou. rule. and 

bye-law, under the Forest Act. Nothmg dUlIng the lost ['" year. hds so rankled m the hearts 01 

these people as the oppresSIve character of those ruks and the stnngent manner m "hlch the) 

have been admlnlstered. The nnmemonal nght, .tntl 1 sJges of VIllagers an"l pnvate owners 01 

forests have been so Ignored m the ,hstnct of Tanna that the ordmary operations of agriculturt 

are Impeded, and the Government, It IS saId, h.s htdy been warned against probable popula, 

disturbance. Again, the strlllgtncy With v.lllch the Abk m RegulatIOns are ca med out hal 

deprIVed thousands of the poore.t classes m certain pllces of theIr chief mea"s of substbtene. 

durmg a greater portIOn of the year, and has caused mllen dIscontent. JUbtice and humanit: 

alike demand that the crYlllg grIevances of Lbe people afreeted by the Forest and Abkart lawl 

.hould be carefully inquired Into through Illdtpendent channels and p,omptly redressed," 

Ther<: is much trlith in the allegations above made against th< 

Abkari and Fort-st Administration", though, a, a matter of fair pla.l 
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apd justice, we cannot S3'y that the proceedings of the Gov(!rnment 

have been only remarkable for hars.h one-sidedness. The actual truth of 

the matter is that some systematized regulation of these departments being 

necessary they have been accordingly reorganized-the Forest Department 

being entirely newly organized-and the ofhcers entrusted with their 

working have looked to little mure than rigidly and loyally enforcing 

the law so constituted. In applying the law &0 rigidly little consideration 

seems to be paid to the facts that private rights and privikgcs in India 

are not based on such perspicuous grounds as hold good in England, and 

that, though the quesrioning of rights very unsatisf,lctoril} acquired 

ma; perfectly well apply to AnglO-Judicial acumen, it may inflict mischief 

on many thousands whose pI;n~ipal aspIT3tion and ll1ora}Jty he in keeping 

tlleir body and soul together. rndla nt'eds many new departments. 

regulating its public affaIrs for its ultimate good gO\elnment, but any 

of them deliberately mjuring indiYlduals or communlti.:;s have to be 

greatiy modified HI theIr initial working if they arc to be made a success 

by slow and almost imperceptible dLgrees. Officers of Government 

are likely to be influenced by commendable zeal In bnnging a public 

department imo full working order; but if its perfection should be at

tempted all at once, much sorrowful unpopularit} must ensup as the work

ing of the forest department has pro\cd. It is pertectly legitimate 

for the Goycrnment to regulate the growth of the forcsts and evcn to 

rendcr them a source of much revenue; but Yery bdd mlsta~co are lIkely 

to. occur in the applicatIOn of chio principle. Ruthkso destruction of 

trees belonging to Government may well be chLched; but th,c poorer 

people wh('~e chief m:aintcnancc l1'ay depend on their conveying loads 

of fuel on head from a great distance and dispose of them for two 

annas, or the infcrior cultivators who carryon their head the leafy 

cefuse of forests for manurial purposes, should not bc subject to pay

ments. Some 'llerciful consideration should be paid to the thousands who 

may have vested interests in the public forests, though those interests may 

not quite have becn legally acquired. Regulations for public property may 

be perfectly eorren in theory, but their excellence and efficacy can only be 

judged by the manner in which they practically affect the condition of the 

thousands to whom they are applied. The regulations which are required 

to be rescinded as soon as they are put into force cannot lay claim to any 

administrative excellence, W e agree~ therefore, with the deputationist 
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that LQrd Reay will be doing a very desirable thing by ascertaining fdfl 
himself how far the serious complaints raised against the action of the 

Abkari and Forest Departments are true and deserve to be modified. The 

difficulty in knowing eJiactly how deep-seated are these grievances are great 

indeed in the absence of a searching Press which, while revealing cases of 

actual hardship and injustice, has the courage and impartiality to uphold 
the enlightened effo:ts of the G overnment. We do not like any public 

organs blindly influenced bv any sor! of partizanship. 
We owe good offices as much to the Government as to the people. We 

cannot den y that in listening to the woes of the people we ought not entirely 

to trllst the statements made by concerned departments, but should turn to 

some independent sources so that all sides may be fully heard. Not 

only that we have little of a searching and impartial Press, but have no 

agricultural or town associations lit to study the details of such important 

questions as those und ,; r notice and represent them in a m.lsterly manner. 

Till the~e institutions come into eyistence, Government may look upon 

local Board, and M unicipalnies as independent bodies from whom a 

full an,\ independent opinion may be obtained on til" working of the laws 

referred to. In course of time every Zillah rna} be able to point out its 
own pubhc bodIes ot thIS character, capable of giving reliable information 

as to the feelings, wants and grievances of the people arising from the 

operation of vanous laws. ' • 

The dt.putationists have made a general mention of the necessity of ex
tending raIlways, feeders, roolds and waterways needed for the expansion of 

the increasing trade of the Presidency, a~ well as Jor mitigating th.;: horrors 

of famine in tracts liable to deficient rainfall. The question of strengthen

ing the defences of the Bombay harbour and improving the numerous ports 

all along the Western Presidency coast ha~ been also cursorily referred to 

by the deputationists. They have also properl> asked .Lord Reay to 

extend his support to the "indigenous arts and industries which have 

" recently witnessed the beginnings of a revival, thanks to the encourage

r< m(;nt offered by the late Viceroy," and l O the establi shment of a technical 

school to commemorate the honored name of the Marquis of Ripon. We 

trust Lord Reay's Government will accord their Lest support to the pro

moters of that institution. A passing allusion is also made to the necessity 

of permitting a larger .. umber of nativ.es to share in the covenanted aJ'ld 

uncovenanted services in PUhuoluce of the orders of the Government of 



182 

India. One small passage is 'also devoted to the subject of the Native 

States of the Presidency, which runs as follows :-
"We shall not detain your lordship now by referring at any length to the important subject 

of the relations of the Brit"b Government with the NatIve States We would only pomt with 

utisfactlon to ~e recent proof which they have given of theIr loyalty and devotIOn to the 

BritIsh Government, and we rejoice to think that the friendshIp between these States and the 

British Government may fairly be expected to be strengthened dunng your lordshIp's admmistra

tion." 

As the object of the address has merely been to draw the genelal atten

tion of our able and illustrious Governor to some of the salient points of 

his administration, we an', of coltrse, precluded from entcring into any 

practical details of the various important problems hit off in singular 

brevity. Though rh" Go\clliur of a mmor Presidency has now-a-days less 

autocratic powers than in times paH, we need not explain how much it is 

ill his power to leave an enduring name for good in his Presidency. There 

is an immense deal to be done quietly in the way of popularizlllg and 

invlgorating the administration and bringing about an uniform develop

ment of its interior prosperity and economy. We are happy to note that 

Lord Reay's answer to the deputatIOn was very promising, though neces

sarily brief. We record it below with pleasure and satisfaction as 

encouraging us with the hope that His Excellency will show a rare persever

ance, ability and independence in the discharge of his functions, and e1evatl! 

the' status or his subjects and his Government even mllch more than 

his well-intentioned and hardworking predecessor was able to do. Here i~ 

his earnest, eloquent, well-weighed and modest reply :-
" 51r JamsrtJee and G('ntlemen,-It IS to me very agree Ible t" haw the honour of receiving 

so influential" deputatIOn from thlO PnslIl.ncy on thI> occaSIon, and I Inve to th,mk you most 

heartily for the cordIal welcome you have offered to Lady I~cJy .lOri mysdf on thIS and other 

occaSIons. The address dwellS on so many Important $llblects that I should not be c~tltled to 

your confidence If on thIS occaSIOn 1 were to gIve a hJsty reply, and I should not then show 

either the importonce of the occaSIon, or respect to the In f1uence of the deputation If I were t<> 

give any rash expre"ion of mine to delude either the deputation or myself that these subjects do not 

require very <-areful handling. But I hope you will be sati,fied "hen I tell you that some of them 

have already been consIdered by me very carefully (applause), and that those whIch I have not yet 

considered and whICh 1[e mentioned m tblS address "Ill sooner or later-and sooner rather than 

later-be considered by me and, of course, I shall need asSIstance of counCIllors who surround me 

-both of my Council ar.d addItional members of my Counctl-and with the,r assistance I ho~ 

that great good will follow, and that the welfare and prospenty at Her Majesty's subjects in thi. 

Preeidency will be largely increased during ~y tenure of office with your co-operation,"-

19th and z6th April, 1885. 
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Loan REAY, in opening his first Legislative Council; did wise in taking 

the public into his confidence. He gave an address of 
Lord Reay's fi··t " d Il hId" 1 

addresc to his Council. some Importance we Ing upon t e genera con It on 
of the IndIan EmpIre. He took a broad and sensible 

view of its prl'sent mterests and posmon. Bemg a nobleman of wIde 

culture himself, he Instmctlve!y felt" the value of hIS colleagues' cordial 

H Co-operatIOn In the executIOn of the responsIble dutlcs whIch have heen 

" entru~ted to him by the ~een-Empress." 'The first solicitude," he saId, 

<, of EnglIsh Statesmen at thIS moment must be to place the naval and 

H mlhtary resources of the country on a proper footIng." No doubt, as 

IJord Reav thlnko, that wherever English clvlhntlOn eXIsts, there a firm 

conVIctIOn prevaIls that Its career should not be marred by any feehng of 

m~ecurlty. Weare very glad that a hIgh BrItish admmlstrator confesses 

that the very first thmg needed IS the EmpIre's capacity to destroy its 

enemy, whcever that ma, appear. But thIS conVICtIOn, however Wide

spread, could ha,e no lJractlcal effect unless Lord Reay, his ChIef and the 

IndIan natJOns mdlcate the capaclty to ha\ e that com Ictlon practically 

enfofLed. It IS qUIte true that-
"Thr "pontaneotlS 1n l glner11 expre""lOns leCClVU' trom pnnll.S and chIefs of theIr readmes! 

to help Her M1Jl,ty s Gov(fnment In 'ny melsurC' whllh tbe slfety of the Empire might 

reqUire, ben conclUSive pVHlcnce that at Calcutt I, at Bomb,y, 1t Singapore, at Sydney, at 

Toronto, at Montreal, 1t the e'pe, thrre IS the S1me "Ish thlt the treasures bequeathed to uS 

by past gener ItlOns of polillc11 expenenle 1nd of ste lely progress should not be lost through" any 

lark of loreSight or pruclence of th" glO( r1tlOn '1 he loy Ilty eVinced m so many quarters iO 

India h18 been d."y recognISed by our fello,,-subJects elsl" here, and It wlllmcrease the good-,,,n 

which umtes togethlr all parts of Her Majesty s Empire .. 

But we, who have been foremost In dIscerning the weaknesses of the 

EmpIre and have used the fullest kno\~ledge In pOInting them out In the 

publIc, may assure Lord Reay that the utmo,t as yet done In securing this 

EmpIre agaInst the dIrect pOSSible danger> whIch could be conceived hilS 

as yet gone exceedIngly little beyond the tueory declared. by Lord Reay 

in great truth al'd frankness. HIS Excellency the Bombay Governor will 

grpatly strengthen the hands of the noble Earl at Calcutta by submittmg 

for hl: early conslderatlOn a complete scheme for the naval and military 
defence 01 the mo~t enlIghtened PreSidency ",hlch he has the good fortune 

to govern. We SImply hmt about the scheme here, but wlll take aRother 

occasion to show It in a p<operly developed form. Thls is one question 

sufficient to occupy lhe most anxious littentlon of the Governor for several 
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months. With true English pride and patriotism he has vindicated the 

name of British valor which is often very nearly compromised, and we are 
only happy to render him our humble support and submit to him a 
suggestion to place his belief in some practice. It is pitiable to have to 

know from the highest dignitary in the Presidency, that the Commander

in-Chief, however great his efforts may be to maintain a high standard of 
efficiency in tlte Bombay Army, could not expect to give to the Staff Corps 

that oontinuity of military employment which he fairly claims for them. 
We thus despair to think of the fate awaiting the forces of the Native 

States, 'Should they be equipped and drilled for active sen'ice. The 
distil\guished services lately rendered by the 28th Bombay N. I. will, it is 
hoped, indlD.ce the supreme military authorities to adopt a generous 

standaNi of appreciation, if iOI l10thing else for the interests of the empire 

only. 
Lord Re:ay dwelt upon what pe advocates as being the most excellent 

tn~t of the administrative organization of the British :-
,. I may r<gret with you the abandonment or temporary interruption of a number of schemes 

which were fast approaching execution, but exactly as my belief in the justice of our rule i • 
• troBg, do I hold it to be unquestionable tbat no sacrifice " too great whiclt makes that rule as 

•• f • .as possible from outward disturbance. And if, gentlemen, !"'do beheve in the excellence of 

an administrative organization, whIch llas been adopted in the greater part of the habitable 

globe, it is because that system is the m ost clastic and the least ceotrah.ing " hich has been 

kno:vn in history. To belong to an empIre which gives you a maximum of rhe best thought 

and,at the same time a maximum of freedom in recording your divergence by word and deed i, 

no small privilege. The absence of all vexatious interference of the administration, which is the 

fundamental principle of English law, is hardly known anywhere else. Whatever English 

admi,,;strato!!l are sent, the humblest member of the community kno\\s th~: his interest. or 

grievan.-. will be considered with the same care as thu" of any other more fortunate 

individual. The protection of the weak is the fundamental law of English administration. Its 
flexibility as opposed to the hard and fast lines of French and German bureaucratic uniformity 

tive. it that pl)wer 1)£ coping with emergencies which less elastic agencies do not possess." 

No one will demur to the views so lucidly expressed by Lord Reay. But 
His Lordship, new as he is to any very vigorous administration, may bear 

in mind that the flexibility he speaks of is merely the outcome of the most 

finished liberal culture of the day; according to our humble understanding, 
however, this flexibility, dear readers, has yet to stand the shocks and col

lisions of Empires and the ravages of the Infernal Explosives and Maehine& 
which the same high-fraught civilization ceaselessly brings into existence. 

We fear in the passage that we have the pleasure to quote below, 
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Lord Reay would seem to those best acquainted with the country somewhat 

stiff in his conception of the condition of society handed down to us iJl 

India :-
"A scrupulous regard for anCIent c"stoms and Ideas, wherever found and by whomsoever 

entertamed on "hatever sub)"t, IS a charactenstlc of EnglIsh admInIStratIon whIch cannot be 
too carefully preserved. Any Interference" Ith venerable customs of the tiller of the SOIl would 

be In dlTect oppOSitIOn to the tradItIOns of Eng lIsh ,dmmlStratlOn. The ethnographIcal survey 

lately ordered by Sir RIvers Thompson, the LIeutenant-Governor of Bengal, . how. the value 

experIenced admInlstratl'fS attach to the kno wledge of the IOlOsyncraCies of the people. A. In 

IndIa all pha.es of cIvIlizatIOn are III Juxtapos lion, we arc In cOlltmual dallgcr of forgettmg how 

slow the process of evolutlo'l IS, and ho" htt Ie good IS done by InterruptIng the natural develop

ment of the understandmg of the peopJe .. 

We beg to differ from Lord Reay as far as it is truthful to say that physi

cians can indeed assist in and expedite the natural recovcry of a patient. 

However old popular customs may be, the very fact that they have been 

injurious to socIety must hasten their downfall; and we shall hardly do 

anything wrong by aIding the people in understandmg that these 

customs have been InJ-'Tlous. Thrre is no doubt that the banefulnesb of 

any phase of clvllIntion should be very dI stinct and emphatic to permit 

of its harmlc.ss erasure from the cc,nstitution ot the society. No one can 

of course di;sent from what Lord Reay says with reterence to "the vener

able customs of th\' tiller of the soil." 

Lord Reay pays a fitting, and certainly, not in the least flattering, com

pliment to Earl Dulferm, In declaring that he considers it "a g;eat 

"prIvIlege to have come here while so dIstingUished and statesmanlike a 

" ruler as the rlOble Earl will influence the destinies of the millions whose 

"well-being will undoubtedly be promoted by his beneficial government.'1 

We frankly stated on the noble Viceruy landing in India, that the greatest 

of all the difhcultles he had to SUI mount was in connection with the 

consolIdation of the defences of the Emt:'ire to make them apparently 

invincible against allns foes. W e have now further reasons to adhere to 

the same opinion; and we only hope that before the noble Earl's term 

expires, it will have been said that Ru,sia may for ever knock at the 
gates of India in vain. Lord Dufferin will have thus gained for him an 

imperishable monument in the annals ofIndia. 

Lord Reay said in conclUSIOn :-
" If the Government is precluded fom sanctlOnmg any expenditure, but that whIch i. Itlost 

vigorously reqUired, other SQurcOi of supply arc not stopped, and ptlvate benefa<;ton ar~ happily 

24 



186 

coming forward in increased numbers to n'eet the most crying \\ ant. of Intli.n society. The 
newly-constituted local bodies will, I am sure, also prevent stagnation setting in and we shall 

reap the fruits of Lord Mayo's benencent inauguration of decentralization. Individual initiative 

in educational, in agricultural, in saritary, in medical reforms, assisted by departmental acti?n, 

will be of the greatest value to the country. My distmgulshed predecessors assisted by an able 

stall' of civil servants have left me a noble hefItag. To them it is due that this presidency has 

nlade such rapId strides, and my immedIate predecessor has not been the least energetic; and 

certainly Borrlbay IS as wide awake as ever. It" ill be my strenuous endeavour to maintain 

this presidency In the proud posItIOn wlIlch It occupIes among the provInces of thr British 

Empire. The moderation and good sense of all cLsses of the Bombay community will make 

that labour, a l.b"ur oflove .. 

His Excellency may rest assured that no important section of the 

population is likely to grumble at the temporary withdrav.al of extra

ordinary expenditures while they may be employed for an immeasurably 

superior purpose of our fieLur;ty. It would be gratifying to nnd the local 

board. responding to the call ofthc Govcrnor ; and we should like to see 

the general public doing more in the way of aiding in the development 

of the military strength of th(' Presidency. 

As the Governor gets more and more into the depth of the worl:: he 

has to perform in his Presidency, His Excellency will have e'wery right 

to expect the millions placed in his <.harge to show that moderation 

and good sense will make that labour, " a labour of love." We have no 

doubt, as we infer from his speech, that he will pay a careful and generous 

att~ntion to any genuine griev.mccs which any affected community may 

bring to his notice. We may now be allowed to wish that LOId Reay's 

Government in the Bombay Presidency may turn out happy and prosperous, 

bearing important results in every possible dircction.-ZIJI JlIne, 1885. 

THE Viceroy has moved out "f llis capital to perform those long and 

rapid strides throughout the Indian continent which 

scrve for thc time to vivify vast human atfairs and 
Earl of Dufli:nn's 

fint T our : The Speech 
at ~Ihl. e\'cn to work out changes which may be remembered 

for generations to come. The Viceregal visits to centre-points of interest 

and activity are now becoming as frequent as the periodical changes in the 

Viceroyalty. The frequency has become as essential as it must tend to 

facilitate the high functions of the Viceroy and stimulate national and 

sectarian progress in some at least of the important directions marked in 

the country at large. There is not a State or a district which will not 
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be artily welcome the highest representative of the' Queen, who at best 
can pay only one visit to a few of the important towns in India, As 
Viceregal visits become more regular than before, it is probable that 

stately ceremonials will, in future, be more and more allied with the disposal 

of difficult ddministrative, social and political questions. The Viceregal 

tour carries ill its train some considerable outlay after dinners and demons

trations which open the ways of putting much welcome-money hto the 

purse of the poor and the needy traders. These useful and activity-lending 

disbursements arc rendered more valuable when the Princes obtain some 

of the much-coveted freedom and privileges in the interest~ of their 

kingdoms; or the local functionaries and the Governors find valuable 

concessions made them for the development of their administration; or 

the leaders of the people and the various communities have been granted 

some boons of a publiL character. The Viceroy who is animated with a 

deslre to visit the various portions of hlS charge, though gracefully taking 

to the ovations spontmeously ofrercd him,-which no amount of self-denial 

can induce him to dispense with,-is likely to centre his desires on grasp

ing the intricacies and the merits or the demerits of local administra

tions ; on mastering the problems, a ,olution vf which would result in 

bettering the various conditions of the people, or discovering those sub

stantial advances in life which could be conceded in harmony with the 

genius, tendencies and aspirations of the people. Nothing is 5Q dii!i.cult 

as to render an extended vicerega' tour uniformly successful, for things 

and per-ons arc apt to fall into the most delightful condition when the 

Mighty Orb revolves in all its warmth and bnlliancy round the teeming 

little planets which legitimately assume a most brightened and smiling 

appearance. The many contemptible blot~, which ordinarily disfigure 

these dependent creations and intercept their movements, are screened 

with a marvellous finish, as never were there products of Nature so toler

ably lifeful and wholesome. It is when the rays of the great orb doea 

something more than warm and ':>righten the surface of the lesser planets 

that the fundamental decompositions and disfigurations turn up for the. 

burning heat which once in five years no creature would be so decrepid as 

to shirk. The solar heat is to be most courted when diffused through

out the composition ofits dependent objects much more than wl}en applied 

to particular parts only. The smaller blemishes are not easily removed by 
the strokes of the mighty; and it is· the wide traversing changes which 
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are most essential and lasting, as they are 50 rare in coming. The broad 

changes are the most dIfficult to attain, for they never could be attempted 
except by the skIn and mIght of a real giant. 

It is WIth such reflections rather hastily and generallv expressed that 

we shall contInue to vIew Earl Duffeun's present tour throughout India. 
The tour wIll be rendered specIally notable as HIS Excellency IS accom

panied by the Countess, Infiuenced by the Il1gh and noble mISSIon she has 

Bet her heart to. Blessed wIll be the steps passmg through noted places, 

for there wIll hardly be any place where the Countess loll not be the 

central figure for the crown of relIef whIch she may gram to every 
important female popu:atlOn whIch she visIts. One of the best thIngs to 

hope from the Vlceroy'~ Journev IS that both the Earl and the Countess 

may course through a tull <rrcam of knowledge and InformatIOn whIch 
would enable them to have a full sIght of the shores for the performance of 

their portIOn of the work expected of them In IndIa. 
We shaII now do ourselves the pleasure of recordwg below the first 

felIcitous speech whIch HIS LordshIp debvered m the native capItal of IndIa, 

reserVing to ourselves a suItable opportnnIty for noticing It& sahent pOInts 
in conjunctIOn '\\-Ith those whIch we may expect shortly to follow 1n the 

varIOus practlcal and broad shapes whIch the hIghest <luthonty of the land 

could gIve In the course of a nationally useful and mterestlng tour -
" 1 beg to thank you heartily for the friendly terms of your address and for the generous 

welcome With which you and your fellOW-CItizens have greeted my amval m your world-f.med 

city. It has always been one of my great deSires to v Sit the place which has been the capital of 

10 magmficent an Empire, the scene of so many dramatic epISodes In the history of India, and 

i. atdl the 'Ite of a multitude of architectural monuments of surpassmg beauty Nor, beheve 

me, In dwelling on the record of your city s past can anyone In my situation fail to be remmded 

of the duties and responslbdltlP< of Gover'1mcnt towards the Delhi of to-d .. y and the future. 

Though chan~e of tlm~ and circumstances no longer admit of Delhi bemg the centre and head

quarters of the admmlstratlOn, It must ever remam one of the chief orndments of Hmdoostan 

and the home of a numerous and mfluentIal communIty, whose prospenty and mterests It WII, 

be the duty of a 11 those responsible for the welfare of the country to foster and protect, and I 

Ilncerdy trust e.ch advancmg year Will convtnce It. mhabltants, that, though shorn of some 

hvelme's and colour With which It Was mvested d .. nng the time of Ita former rulers, they will 

have obtaIned a more sohd, If more prosaiC, compensation m firm secunty for hfe and property 

and the ImpartIal admm18tratlOn of Justice which have been secured It under the rule of our 

Queen-Empress. Tiese conditIOns bemg supplIed, It Will be for the CItIzens of Delhi them.elve. 

by the mtellIgence of theIr muniCipal admmlstratlOn, and by the development of thetr native 

arb and mdustnes, to regaIn, or rather, I woulq say, malOtaIn the pre-emInence they enjoyed 10 

the past. In theIr endeavour to do so, they Will be able to count upon my warmest sympathy 
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lind auiatanee. I am glad to think that it should have been my privilege to confirm to the~" 

the advantages ofthese municipal institutions to which they have referred with such legiti~t;I 
pride, but which, it is but Just to add, were designed by my illustrious predecessor. Without givll)g 

any pledge upon the subject as to times and seasons, I can assure them that no one will be more 

personally gratified than myself at the arrival of the day when a still fuller measure of civil 
independence may be granted them. With regard to the other matter to which you have alluded. 

it is a question which has not yet been brought officially before me. There is, no douht, were 

I left to myself and were I to act under the impuhe of the moment and with the impression or 

your friendly receptio!'. still present to my mind, I should be disposed to acquiesce in any 

demands of the character of those you have preferred to me ; but it is not merely a question 

between the gentlemen around me and the guest of the evening, but between every Indian 

Municipality and Government, and I woul,1 not presume to decide it without the a.sistance of 

my colleagues, and especially of my financial adviser. All that I can now say is, that when the 
matter of your waterworks is brought officially before me, I will give to its consideration my 

hest .?d most cordial attention. I have now to thank you for the kind words in which you 

refer to the elrorts of the Government of Great Britain and India to preserve peace along auf 

North-west Frontier. There is, no doubt, that at one time our tranquillity waS seriously threat

ened, but, thanks to tbe wisdom of those principally concerned, and especially the loyalty and 

moderation of the Ameer of Afghanistan, whose .ssent we were bound in honour to obtain 

before coming to a settlement with Russia, war, the greatest calamity with which a country can 

be afilicted, has by the mercy of God, been averted. In condllsion, I beg to assure you that I 
shall not fail to convey to Her Majesty the exprcssior.s of your loyalty and devotion. Her 

Majesty is always deeply touched by such proofs of the good-will of her Indian subjects, whost 

welfare, contehtmcnt, and happiness are as dear to her as are those of any other of her people." 

Lady Dufferin this morning (Oct. 30) opened St. Stephen's Hospital 
for women, an institution founded in connection with the local branch of 

the Cambridge Mission. The ceremony consisted of an address by the 
Rev. Mr. Carlisle recounting the history of the hospital, from which it 
appeared that the building owed its origin principally to the efforts, and 
was founded chiefly in memory, of the late Mrs. vVinter, wife of the Rev. 

Mr. Winter of the S. P. G. Mission. Two German medical ladies are 

attached to the hospital, the foundation-stone Gf which was laid in January 

last year by the Duchess of Conn aught. A s.hort religious service followed 

the address, whereupon Lady Dufferin declared the institution open, 
exc1aiming,-" I declare this hospi,al open in the name of the Father. of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."-8th.Novembtr, 1885. 

As yet the Viceroy's tour dazzles us with overspreading brilliancy a,s his 

The Speech at speeches at Delhi and Ajmere represent. No pdndple 
Ajmere. of administrative questions of an urgent import has 

been deal:: with by the Viceroy, Not has it been brought up by ll.uycQm-



190 

munity or government for his decision. Earl Du/ferin is perhaps pledged 

not to initiate any such discussinn himself, much less to conceive and pro

mulgate an original measure. This will be admitted by those who remem

ber his earlier speeches. Disappointed as we should be if he holds too fast 

to his early utterances, we would consider the peoples whom he visits to be 

at fault, shoulJ::l they fail in pointing out to him any large and practical 

grievances, or the deficiences of a busin('ss-like manipulation of any national 

a/fair. We are, of course, entitled to expect that the Viceroy will exercise 

his paternal feelings for the simple reason that jf he did not,-and for the 
matter of that the Queen-Empress would be herself without active influence 

in India,-the empire rould hardly he developed, while the masses 

would sulrer from aggravated poverty, or be inflamed with increasing 

fanaticism, or perish by hUlldr('ds of thousand,. The most difficult aspect 

of the Viceregal tour consists in knowing tiJc rcal and widespread evils of 

each of the provinces visited by the Earl and ascertaining the far

reaching and practical methods whereby those evils could be circumvented 

to public satisfaction. The local authorities should be desired to find out 

and mature such problem:" the material for which being c'Jllected before

hand may be aptly dealt with by the touring Viceroy. We do not believe 

that any special e/fort in this direction has cver yet been made; and yet 

this is one of those methods to indicate to the district and Presidential 

fur.ctionaries those aspects of their duties which traverse beyond the 

grinding burden of the most commonplace routine wrapt up in red tape. 

In almost every district there is a virgin field for working out the econo

mic proLlcms touching the root of unfelt resources, the unfolding of which 

would mitigate so much uf human miseries and stimulate :;0 much of the 

. general contentment of the helpless millions. Ii we engrave a Viceroy in 

the heart of uur hearts for his stirring feelings of ardor, of generosity, of 

deep-piercing culture, and of fast-winning affection, which he may pour 

forth while greeted by various peoples encountered in his tour, we shall no 

less appreciate the eloquence of his deeds that may be evolved out of the 

more practical and deeper earnestness characterising the modern !tl'lZltlrys of 

our Indo-British Maharajas. 

It is interesting at the pre~ent moment to watch the Viceroy warming 

to business, while he is not wanting in lordly orations which every 

educated mind in India may anxiously digest. After his Delhi speech 

comes another, and a more importa!lt one, as delivered in the historical 
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(Mayo) College at Ajmcre, on November 7. The assemblage was COM

posed of many chiefs and influential Europeans and Natives. The whole 

town, including its fort on the hill and the lake below, formed one bright 

mirror of illummations on the evening of the 7th. After witnessing the 

cheering decorations and fireworks, Lord Duiferin and his noble, bene

volent and industnous wife performed an earnest business, the first in 

declaring the" Mayo College" open, and the second in distributing prizes 

among the seventy-five sons of the princes and aristocracy of Rajputana as 

brought up by Major Loch. Thc institution is one of those forming the 

landmarks of the changing history :Jf India. The idea was conceived by 
Lord Mayo for the reform of the princely dnd noble dyn asties of Raj

putana. His calamJtous assassInation interfering, it was Sir Charles 

Aitchison who pUIsued the deceased nobleman's project by collecting six 

and a half lacs of rupees by donations from the chief~ of Rajputana. 

Major Mant was spared to design this bUlldlllg in the Hmdu-Mahomedan 

blended, fairy-li]..e style, as he devised for the far more elaborate palatial 

structure for that model ruler Raya]l Rao, the Glljerat PrInce. 

The Viceroy, while replylng to Major Loch's address, stated that though 

the College was fOllnded by Lcrd Mayo, its reali73 t ion was G.ue to the 

" wise liberality" of the RaJPut Chiefs who gave efFect to the intentions 

of the late lamented Vicero" who, as h(' said, was his partlcularly personal 

friend. However limited the spac~ at our command, we cannot afford. to 

abbreviate the VICerOy's ad, ice given to the noble students. The 

words are velY few, but the cho:ccst ones expressed in a language 

which must huger in their hearts till the end of their lives. As such they 

are, we may well record them as a portion of our hIstory :-
"In the first place, I would renllnd them that, "hethcr as sclons of ancient hauseo, or as 

heads of hIStOrIcal familIes, or as destIned to fill publiC pOSItIOns of Importance In Rajputana, or as 

future chiefs of Independent St_tes, then h.tS alr<1dy fa lie,. upon their young lIve. the shadow of 

neavler responslblhtles and Sltlcter duttes, as well a, the 'unshllle of loftIer aspiratlOll6 and wider 

re.ponSlbllttles whler encompass the eXlStence of the bulk of theIr countrytp.en. Happllless to 

thousands, tranqud!Jty to vast tern tOries, and general prosperity to the EmpIre at large may be 

advanced or be retarded 1Il a sensIble m,nner In proporth1n to the degree to whIch they may take 

advpntage of the opportunItIes of sdf-Improvemcnt afforded them wlthm these wall.. For this 

reason n is exceptionally Imcumbent upon you, my young frIends, to cultivate certain special 

qualttles and to aVOId certam speCIal dangers. In.'much as Provlden~e has placed yo\: in a 

positIOn 01 conSIderable SOCIal dlgnlty, and h4s reheved you from the pressure of sorclid cares and 

anxleties mCldentJI to straItened tlr .umstances,it.,hould become a matter of prIde and conscience 

to you to clothe yourselves 10 ,hose manly vIrtue. '0(\ chaTatterhlt~s "hlch in all age~ have 
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been recogmsed as a proper adornment of well-born men, such as self-restraInt, fortitude, patience, 

love of truth, Justice, modesty, punty, consideratIOn for others, and a ready sympathy with the 

weak, the sufiermg, and the oppresseo, and, ,bove all, with that noble courtesy which not merely 

COnB18ts m grace of manner and the ;eneer of conventIOnal pohteness, but which 18 the outcome 

of an mnate SimplICity and generosity ofspmt, which mstmctIvely shnnks With Bcorn and disgust 

from anythmg approachmg to egotIstICal v'Inlty an1 nf vulgar self assertIOn On the other hand 

you should be. equally watchful agamst those temptatIOns to whllh wealth, With Its opportumtles 

of self-mdulgence 10 all ages and In all countnes, h,. been peculiar I) exposed, such as sloth, 

\dleness,mtemper.nce, sensuality, effem,racyof mind and body, 'nu ,ll those baser Influences 

which render man a burden to himself, a diSgrace to hIS family _nd a curse to hiS country. And 

10 saymg thiS, I would "arn you that we dre liVing lt1 a shl'tmg world- ~ "orld In "hlch those 

very prlvlleges you have been ktl-I do not say lllegltlnutcl)-to pndc )ourselves upon, II 

being continually exposed to the cntlC!S'IlS of public oplt1wn, or the or Ie d of m,eJlectual com

petitIOn If RaJputand IS to m1wl11n her hlStonc tl IOSltlOll 1S one of the leading pi OVlnleS In 

Hmdustan, as the anllent home of all that "dS hIgh bred, chlv1lrou" and herOIC, It 18 absolutely 

necessary th'lt the c.o,..,," 1 I.J !le the rcplt..>f"nt ltlves of Itb [ .. mOllS houses c.hould endc1vour to show 

themselves as le1dcrs of people In the 1rls rf pC1ce 1ntl as lhelr exemplars m the van of CI\ lliza

tlon 0 f that pre-emmence and I cno" n ,dulh theu foref Ithers \\ all fightIng S\\ 01 d In halld, at the 

head of thClf clans on m my 1 fdd of battlc, 1nd, believe me In such pc ICeful tnumphs, promot. 

mg :l. they do, the "ell bring of multItudes of our fcllo" creatures IS f,r more wo.tJlY of YOJr 

ambition than any \lllIch "ere to be gamed m tho.e l1lJSenble <hy, \I hen slarcely a twelve months 

passed WIthout the fair fields of I nd,a Lc ng ,,'tere I "Ith the blood of thot.san Js of her chIldren ' 

The most of the pflnces In the Bombay Plcsldcncy cannot turn to the 

above counsel "lth less ad\ antage than those dIrectly addressed. It IS 

saId mUbIC soothes the serpent Well, then, If the busllles~ of a 

VIgorous and \ ntuous adnlllllstratton be a rcpuhlVe ('ommodJty to the nU'1ds 

of those prlllces not tned m the humane pat hb of 11fc, the cxceedmgly 

pregnant admoJ1lt1ons of Lord DufferlJl l11U,t ent rely com el t that com

modity Into the most cheerIng and most acceptable Jlletal. Both the 

darkness and the ;unshlne of an elevated prlncelv hfe IS here traced !ll a 

deSIgn no less agrcedL!c than the lIghts and shades of a lovely and pel feet 

pIcture. We would beg of Major Loch and the other RaJcumar 

PrmcIpah to Ill,ert thIS one of the noblest pIece of oratOrIcal passages in J 

text-book, and ha\ e It reCIted by the prIncely students III PrlL;c Exhlbltlon 

meetmgs. vVe are sure they WIll never forget It, whIle, m course of time, 

they would assllllllate It WIth theIr own feellllgs and aSpIratiOns. 

The VIceroy next turned to the subject of IndIan prInces and people 

acqUIrIng the knowledge of Engltsh as the true medIUl'1 through whIch 

they could learn the best thoughts of the greatest of the men of the past 

and the present, and gUIde theIr cond.lct and faculues to the best advantage. 
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The universal necessity now felt for maHeril)g the English languageh •• : 
been very strikingly put by the Viceroy :-

"Passing from these general topic., I would have wished to. have. Il1lIde a. feW. spedfil; ' 
recommendations with regard to matters of detail. Having, however, already detained, yOU 
longer than I intended, I will confine myself to the single point which has already been so frequ!!'l1t~ 

ly referred. to on similar occa.ions, namely, the great desirability of your bec{Jming thoro~l,:h 

ma.sters of the. English language. In doing so, I will not particularly insi,t on the obviou .. 

advantages YOU)" acquaintance with a tongue so rich and varied in its literature and throug!. which 

you can make yourselves acquainted at first hand with the ideas of some of the greatest men. 

that ever lived, as well as the latest results of modern philosophic thought and scientific research. 

I would rather remind you of the practical benefits which a due prosecution of your studies in 

this direction will confer QPon you. English is the "lJicial language of the Supreme Govern

ment under which you live, and of the book. which deal with public alia irs, domettic administration 

~nd the general interest. of your country, and it will be of continual use-indeed, I may say of 

absolute necessity-to you in the positions which you may be called upon to fill. Keen-witted 

inhabitant. of many oth", p.1rts of India have fully appreciated this fact, and ~ll their energies. 

have consequently been devoted,. to the acquisition of English, and, as a consequence, many of them 

both speak and write it with an eloquence and fluency beyond all praise. Now I trust that those I 

am addressing have sufficien.t self-respect to take sufficient ~ride in their province, not to wish it to 

fan behind other component parts of the Empire in this particular. Therefore, again I say, let it be 

one of the principal objects of your ambition, while within these walls, to acquire the English 

language. Alreody in the COUllcils nf Providence th< edict has gone forth that English should be 

the language chiefly prevo lent upon Go,l's earth, and within another hundred years it has been 

calculated that the English-speaking races of the world will number upwards of 3 thousand. mil

liom. Under such circumstances, it would, indeed, be a disgrace if any of her Majesty's subjects 

~n India, with any pretensions to belong to the educated classes, should remain ignorant of it." 

Of all the Janguages of the world the English language is the most 
successful. It has formed individuals and nations; the highest and 

noblest achievements have been acquired through its instrumentality. 
It has developed the most pious and the most philanthropic characters. It 
has reformed vast kingdoms and lifted up mankind to the highest feats of 

enthusiasm, chivalry, and valor; of enterprise, arts, and sciences; of the 
profoundest philosophi.es, the purest materialism, and the sublimest spiri
tualistll. It has taken its purest and its most radiant 'spark from the 

cradle language of the Ma;diasni Aryans,-the most divine and the 
earliest language of the Earth; and its profoundly balancing influence 
from the more developed and secondary languages: the Sanscrit and the, 

Arabic. It is destined to sweep away every language in India and. the; 
East, till. the antique Ava~t.a is fully reclaimed and reacheb the same 

pinnacle as the English, the Sanscrit ~nd other Eastern languages forming, 
tp.eir more prominent accessories. 

2!> 
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In quoting the above valuable extract from the Ajrnere speech, we may 

be aJlowed to impress upon the minds of the princes and the nobility the 
most paramount object which, according to HIs Lordship, must 

actuate them to study the English language. It is not to be acquired as 

a direct instrument to counteract the British infhlence In India; thi. 

would be opposed to the intentions of Providence JtseU. Let us dive 
~ 

deeper and deeper into its currents in order to do good tu all who come in 
uur way, and to acquire the highest capability of the most genuine 
character for its own sake. Destined to remain ever grateful to the source 

whence the Anglo-Indian regeneration flows to us, any Ingratitude in 

ignoring the original blessing cannot faIl being branded as a rank sin 
against God, which the Aryans wiIl, we doubt not, be the last nation on 

the earth to commit. 
Nathe Illdla must be much pleased with the genuine encomIUms passed 

on the young Maharaja of Ulwar-" an honored pupIl of Mayo College, 
" who has more than kept the promise of hiS youth by the Intelligence of 

" hI' government, the personal Industry which he bTIng~ to the manage
f' ment of his affairs, in administering hIS State in a way that has con
{f duced to the prosperity and contentment of his people and his own repu

" tatlon, and the honor and welfare of the Supreme Government." 

The reply made by [he Countess through her Illustrious husband to 
Miljor Loch's address to her LadyshIp, ",as characteristic-one whICh. 

the nople p\lpils may pellr in mmd for a long time to corne -
" Major Loch,-Lady Dufierm has requested me to th mk you" "rmly m her name for the 

beautIful present whIch y"u havl made her, and bIds me to add that she has read In 3 certQJl 

Greek author of a certam person "ho was boastmle' ofth. strength of the walls of hIS cIty. The 

person to whom he made the observatIOn repbed that the "alb of a cIty were the men who dwelt 

withm them. You have a!ludeo m becomlng terms to thIS beautIful hall, to Its lovely decora

tIOns, whIch a"e worthy praIse you bestowed upon them, but to her mmd Its chIef orna

ments are the bnght, mdustrlous, mtell'gent youths "ho stand around us. In conclullon, 

Lady Duftenn "roposes, WIth your permIsSIOn, as long as she 18 III the country, to prelent 

a gold medal to Mayo College to be competed for on t~rms whIch we WIll settle hereafter."

Btb NO'llt'mbC!, 1885. 



PART IV. 

POLITICA.L ASPECTS. 

IT is just sufficient to put down this heading (vide in the margin), and it 

The London Times 
on Scurrilitv and Sedi
tion in Indi~. 

may be said with confidence that all really gooa. and 
~ensibl;! men, Europeans and Natives residing in India 

and k.nowing India, will consider that the vices of 
scurrility and sedition-such as have been understOod by the great paper

claim no proportion in any measure commensurate with the extent and 
the strength of the country. The following passages have becn selected 
from some obscure papers and telegraphed from Calcutta to the London 

Times, which has consequently come out with 1m article a little too serious 
than the circumstance actually demanded. If we should have to quote such 
passages at first hand, we would be fully ashamed to do it, unless we 

subjected them to a rigid criticism. Here are some of the passages which 
the telegraphic correspondent of the TimeJ has made historically famous :---

" The fiendish Englishmen say laughingly that the people of Madras 
'~ died of starvation because they were improvident. If those whott11hey 
"have robbed of everything lament, the fiendish Englishmen call them 

"rebels. To beg for employment is impertinence. They call men idle if 
" they cannot work on account of weakness caused by insufficient food." 
~The name of the paper from which this is quoted is not given.-Ed.] 

" Foreigners have taken possession of India and are sucking her dry. 
" The people of India look. on in a helpless manner. Their best interests 
" are sacrificed for the benefit of the English. Over and above this, 
" the innocent natives are insulted and killed. At every step the people 

" send up a cry for succour, when the English whip or the English kiek falls 
" upon them. The demons are engaged, heart and soul, ill violating the ' 
e< chastity and taking the lives of Indian females. What a heart-rending 

" s!:ene! It is a matter of regret that the people of India do not gird up 
"their loins to get rid of the oppression of white men." 

" Justice Norris did not hesitate even to perjure himself on the BC:JlclT~ 

"Perjury did we say? Yes; for didenot Justice Norris take o:ith to be It 
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"conscientious Judge when he accepted his appointment?" [Name of the 

paper not given.-Ed.] 
The Native Press has always admitted that a part of it employs language 

so low and violent that we would sincerely desire for its suppression-if for 

nothing else f(}r merely the reputation of native journals in general. The 

rabid part, however, forms but a very small part of their circulation. The 

influence of tl1e Native Prese, taken as a whole, is almost ntl in so far as the 

enormOllS multitude is Concerned. It tells on the educated classes, 

illiterate fanatics and the reading aristocrats for good or CVI!. The Native 

Press, In a greater part, Uses enlightened language, now and then some 

strong language, but certainly not th e language of scurrility employed by a 

very small portion of it indeed. The frantic declarations that a few 

journals may give ,'ent to in Ind ia, have not as yet produced any result 

worth noting beyond making a fe w schoolboys saucy, or some eXCeptional 

upstarts insolent and noisy. But a few of" the native newspapers" have 

indulged in the scurrilous tone, and not them, as a body, as the urgent 
message conyeys to the notice of the Bntl,h public. "Our Indian 

" dominions have a share in the happiness which proverbially belongs to 

"nations that have no hi~tory:' The telegram has, however, marred this 

happiness :-" Unfortunately this tranqUIllity is not destined, it seems, to 

"be enduring. In the telegram s of our Calcutta COIrc ~pondent exciting 

"topics, or, at least, topic~ which Anglo Indians consider exciting, have 

"again begun to make their ~ppeatance." The happiness of a large 

continent like India may be said to be disturbed if ever the atmospher:.. of 

a hall can be vitIated by the attack ot some nasty smelhng bees on a rainy 

evening, which love to hover round the Jights. It i, urged , and we quit~ 

agree, that the above quotations are as outrageoU!. :1> those of 1878, which 

moved Lord Lytton to pa8< the Vernacular Press Act. curbing the violence 
of the lower orders of the native journals. But how can the effusions of 

some ill-ordered minds be ci ted as a stran5c result, considering that it 

~ppears "under the rule of II Governor-General who has striven to eon

" ciliate native opinion and native sentiment by every form of concession 

"and indulgence?" These concessions are always made on specific and 

general grounds which have no direct bearing on the activity or the dor

mancy of rabid writers. A disappointed or an ill-conditioned writer, devoid 

of culture, will take any incident on which to hang a thrilling tale, while a 

most beloved Viceroy may shower eVf'ry possible bliss on the natives of the 
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country. "The absurdity of the charges put forward in the native 

" journals [a few of the obfClIre native jourhals be pleased' to mention on a 

" future occasion.-Ed.] is almost surpassed by their malignity of purpQ3C 
"and their grotesque style." Quite so. But furtheron :-" The 

"patriotic fervour of a Bengali Baboo who deplores the humiliations 

"inflicted by narrow-hearted Englishmen," or "a brave prince like 
"Holkar, is a ;;urious flight of fancy, for the writer is probably as well 

"aware as anyone, though he presumes, with good reason, on the 

"ignorance of his read-::rs, that if Holkar and the Mahrattas were not 

" constralllcd by the Pax Bnfanmca, the people of Bengal would be trampled 

" under their horse hoofs or crouc~ing at their stirrups." The flight of 

fancy is only a little less curious than our contemporary's own imagination 

about the Mahratta kingdoms which arc a good deal changed, but which 

being in an embryo condition of the modern times can hardl; deserve the 

epit!lets applied to them. What may be applicable to one set of 

circumstances can hardly be applicable to another, and a radkally 

dlffering, set of circumstances. T!1e Native Press has always ac

knowledged, however, what confuslun might ensue on the with

drawal of the British power from India. But the first is as improbable 

an event as the second. fk must be. a hopelessly crazy man 

who said," it is matter for regret that the people of India do not 

" gird up their loins to get rid of the oppression of white men." N~ne 

excepting those who starve and are f,matic can ever express this. 

They cannot, however, interfere with the tranquillity of the country. 

It is not easy for a forelgn press to know exactly the sourclls-if any 

-whence seditlOlJ in some papers is generated. But the 'Timer is not 

backward in guessing the charaCter of such sources. "In the East 

.. Ba7ar rumours have always been thought to IndIcate that some mischief 

" is brewing, and the writing in the Vernacular Press is nothing more than 

" a modernized edition of bazar rumours, stiffened and stereotyped and 

" made absurd beyond all former experience by pas8ing into the mould of 

"a foreign and distorted literary style. " .. .. Whether it is the 

" renewal of the activity of Russia beyond the Afghan frontier, or the 

" amhiguous attitude of some of the native princes and the magnitude of 

" their armies, which have now set disturbing rumours afloat in the hazara 

" and sent their echoes resounding through the Vernacular Press, it would 

" be difficult to say." ~o h .. mest polit'cian In India, whether he be Native 
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or European, can so easily and directly trace the foolish writings of violent 

journals, to either an inspiration from the Ba7ars, the Native Courts, or 

any imaginary organization breathing from the side of Central Asia. It is 

often found that half-illiterate or semi-starving writers might advocate the 

cause of a Native State in the mOSt vlOlent style, though that State might 

not have the least tt:lation with them. Out of mere personal vice or 

vanity, or 1nfluenced by a delusive and scanty knowledge of what goes on 

in European societies, they may indulge in all sorts of braggardism for 

which not even the most suspicIOUS bazars may be responsible-almost 

invariably. It is expected that some native princes might not always be 

satisfied with all that may be done in their connection by the British 

Government. The attitude of such princes to\\ ards the Paramount Power 

may be "ambiguous." Befure, however, we can so seriously con.ue such 

an attitude into a ~i<!cyal one, the public will certainly demand proof, and 

are hardly likely to accept the verdict of the TIme! as at al\ just or true. 

No amount of blasphemous I?nguage employed in the public in the way it 

has been, can ever warrant us to connect It with either a multitllde or a: 
natIve court. WhIle Lord Lytton's Press Act was Introduced in the 

Supreme Council-even on such a serious contingency a~ that-we do 'lot 

remember ar.y instance of this sort cited in support of the bIll. The 

India Council, though not vetoing the Act, insisted on its provisions being 

made less stringent than they were. If ever a multitude or a native court 

instigated the Press to arraign itself against the Government, that was 

surely the occasion when this mIght have been hinted. It is mure just 

to put down the offensive ebullitions of the excitable and neglected portion: 

of the Press-to quote the happy words of our illustrious contemporary

to a" modernized edition" of" reckless and ,uperficial speech of irrespon

<C sible thinkers stiffened anJ stereotyped, and made absurd beyond a11 
" former eyperience by passing into the mould of a foreign and distorted 

" literary style," than to any supposed or real influential embodiment of 

sedition in IndIa. "The millions of peasant cultivators, artisans and 

" petty tradeH have nothing to gain by frightening Lord Ripon's Govern

" ment," though" it is not so with the self-interest and the vanity of the 

Cf writers noticed." Where is the harm, then, done to the tranquillity of 

India? 
We hope to have clearly proved how absurd it is to talk of the Native 

Press when it is the minor and ~nwise portion of It which entirely 
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attracts unfavorable attention. Take the mass of its writings, and its rait
ness and intelligence must far, far outweigh the rubbish to which so mucq 

prominence has been given. Hthe Anglo-Indian journals were only to be 
kinder to their native brethren in the press in allowing it a free access to 
their columns, we shall hear much less of such sensational effects as the 
Times has jUht been able to produce. The more influential journals of the 
cOl.lntry might with advantage quote the able and loyal writings which not 

• unfreql.lently appear in the respectable portion of the Native Press. 
We WOJld rather hesitate in mixing up, a. the Tbunderer has done, the 

recent action of the Calcutta Municipal Commissiuners with that of the 

over-zealous writers in a part of the Bengal Press. If we admit that there 
was any failure on the part of that body, it hah no immediate, nor a notable, 

connecti~ll with the Journalistic rabidness displayed in Bengal. The 
partial inefficiency of the Calcutta Buard is owing to complicated causes, in 
which all the officials and non-officials are involved. Whatever' the 

urgency of the governmental action, the plight to which the Board there 
has been unfortunately reduced has nothing whatever in common with the 
derangement dIsplayed by fantastic public men, who have followed their 
own special inotlncts. We are ,ure, had rhe TI1/leJ lor en well-informed, it 
would have refrained from throwing a slight on the Calcutta Board in 
direct reference to the alleged Indian sedition, which, by no mean~ is 

national, or even sectarian, considering our varied and n urnerous populations. 
Most of us would be inclined to thank the TImes for frankly telling uS' 

what ev('n hast} impressions of the people of England are likely to be 
when its admInistration is coursely assailed by any of its subjects. The 

TImes of Indza gave us the true solution of the difficulty when it laughed 
out the silly effusions, and suggested a remedy to be adopted by the 
better class of native journals meeting them every time with a little good

natured ridicule. We strongly think that this remedy ought to be consis
tently followed in the interests of the N alive Press itself, if for nothing 

more. Every respectable journa~ WIll find hard to tol~rate a language 
employed in the public, which is calculated ere long to give rise to such 

raCe animosities as might defy then all ouch endeavours as may now be 
employed with some certainty. Ridicule ridicule, therefore, any disgust
ing stuff" appearing in the prints we have noticed, and such as the LUlld4#, 
Time! has done a service in placing be~re the public, however incorrect 

its inferences have been. -21St Stpttmbtr, 1884. 



TlIE TwJtJ oj lndllt gave a condse account on Tuesday last of a meetin~ 

of native gentlemen held at Bombay to organlle a 
IndIan PublIc OpinIOn Committee for despatchIng to, and pubhshmg In, 

In England 
London the essence of native publtc opmlOn on the 

variou, burning questions whIch agitate the pubhc mmd In India from 

day to day.· The prevalhng sentlment of the meetmg was that as the 

telegraphIc despatches sent from IndIa to the London TImeJ have often dIS

torted and exaggerated facts calculated to prejudIce the lOterests of educated 

India, it has become desIrable that a telcgraphlc scrvICe from an opposite 

pOlnt of View should be cstabhshed In Bomba" ~o that Illlsrepresentanons 

promulgated In England may be corrected, and the facts with reference to 

the true SpUIt and alms of the IndIan people may be laid with pTOmptltude 

before the FneJ.,lJ. MWIstry and the pubhc. The foIioWlOg gentlemen 
have taken a lead In cstabltshlllg the telegraphIc scrVlce, for whIch It Ib 

expected that as much capItal WIll be collected In the shape of donatlons, 

&c:;., as would fetch an l11tcrest amOUT,tlng to Rs. 12,000 requITed for glVing 

effect to the CommIttee's object. The leaders of thc movement are .-

Professor Wordsworth, SIr W. Wedderburn, Dr Petlrson, Mr. A. O. 
Hume, the Hon'ble K T Telang, Messrs P M. Mehta, Dadabhal 

Navrojl, NO\\fo2'j1 FurdunJl, Mahadev GovlUd Rmadl, R. M. Sayam, 

F. R. VlcaJI, Warn an Aba]1 Mod"c]..., Javenlal Umlashunker, Shunker 

Pandurang Panda, K. N. KahraJI, B. M. Malab,lrJ, Dlnshaw EdalJl Vacha, 

J. A. Dalal, Damodur Thakursey 

A provISIonal Committee \~lll be appolntld WIth authority to send a 

weekly ~umman of llL\\ 5 and cxtracts of opinIon, OIl Important pohucal 

questIOns of the day to one of the dally newspaplrs m London, the chOice 

of the paper being left tv the dIscretIon of the COnllUlttcL. 

The lmp?rtanee of dus movement cannot b(. o\er-estlmated as emanat~ 

ing from the rlSl ~g as well as the veteran gentry of Born bay. The neces

sity of spreadmg the pubhc opinIOn of IndIa III the BntIsh Isles was pOinted. 

out 10 a practIcal form bv the present wnter to some InfluentIal gentlemen. 

in Bombay much more than a decade ago, whtn the scheme was not then. 

deemed feaSIble The aIm of that scheme Was that events In IndIa 

requtred that a powerful Journal should be started m London wholly 

<;onducted by natlle wnters of reputatIOn and experIence to acquaint 

the people of England with the best and safest vIews affecting the 

public mterests of IndIa as mdepcndent m themselves as also affecting the 



privileges and integrity of the British Empire. The Editor for the jourJiiI' 
was to be selected in India-a thoroughly patriotic and' veteran native ; and 

the organ was to be entirely devoted to a dispas&ionate and vigorous diacu ... 

sion of the Indian questions in England, so as to effectually train public: 
opinion of England on the spot on all matters transported to England, 
or originated there, in reference to India. Besides guiding the public 

agitation of Indian- matters, one of the other important features of the 
journal was to be a series of sketches given from time to time of the 
statesmen, heroes, and reformers of EnoglIsh and Indian extraction, who in 
times past laboured towards the end of kIngdoms and empire, or in variously 
helping on and consolIdating the various communities of India. Again, 

the politics of Great Britain, Europe and Asia in general, were to be dis
cus$ed from the point of view whIch the increasing vitality of the East 

and a complete unification of all the ancient and modern continents might 

suggest. In short, the proposal was to create a powerful public opinion in 
England in behalf of IndIa, which would accelerate its various points of 

progre~s at the same time that it sympathized with the traditions and 
genIUs of the British Lion. 

The mov:::ment under notice seems to us as being a brief preamble of) 

the above measure. The good people of Bombav and Calcutta will find 
in a short time the telegraphic despatches to be entirely madequate which 

will be more than overcome by the force of Anglo-IndIan opinion. .The 

short messages are sure to be rtdlculed by the torrential Anglo-Indian an. 
other opinions, whIch will find vent in the journals of England. As a 

starting step. however, we hail it WIth deep interest, and Wish it the fuH 
success it undoubtedly deserves. 

The only regret is that gentlemen In Bembay should at all have prescribeli 
the reason for establIshmg the service in the way thev have done.. 

The manner in which they ha\Oe proceeded to work out the scheme 

mIght produce those first prejudices against a public measure which 
always ought to be avoided. What's the use of prodaiming to the 
world that since a certain correspondent of a certain journal has 

habitually used misrepresentations in his telegraphic missives to a certain 
inHut"ntial journal in London, that, therefore, the present measure is take. 

to foil that correspondent ? We do not think this to be the most agreeable 

method of interesting a very powerful and universal community in matters 

of our weal or woe~ We OJght not t. make silch an importa41t start by,all 
26 



exhibition of such a pointed motive, nor by expressly seeking the depreciation 

of the leading exponent of the public of Great Britain and Ireland. We 
have ourselves not unfreguently dissented from some of the serious opinions 

of the Times, and unravelled its fallacies of principles and views in regard 
to the manner and spirit in which Great Britain has to discharg{ its duty 

towards India. What may always be temperately urged in the course of a 
controvers'y cannot be erected into a repugnant prime motive in the 

conduct of a very powerful organ, whose good graces ought to be conciliated 

by us while setting on foot an important movement like the present. The 
public of Bombay should not make too light of the infiuence exercised by 

the London TImes which is immeasurably superior to what we should 
be able to exercise for some time yet in England. Whatever the incon~ 

stancy of the TImeJ, it may b! admitted that we shall not be able 
for a long time tv Lome to shake the esteem in which the Thunderer is 
widely held in England,--that is, if the task falls within the range of 

possibility. We would, the. efore, venture to adVIse the leaders of Bombay 
not to be too sanguine, nor enter Into any rivalry with either th" TImes, or 

its Calcutta correspondent. The most feaSIble pohcy would be to select 
questions without any reference to the personal opinion> of any correspon

dent, or journalist. The people In England should not be carried away by 

the impression that a coterie of native gentlemen in India have organiz.ed 
thcxnsclves to forward their own intere;ts and endeavour to lower the 

favourite journal in their estimation. The moUves and scope of the policy 
of the worthy Bombay leaders being entIrelv honorable and commendable, 

we do not desire that such an admirable business should even seemingly 

assume any party passion or preJudIce. While we deSIre thlJ-t the faith of 
the Englan:iers should be shaken in the really inimIcal efforts made in 

England, should we not carefully refrain from any ~peech or action 
whIch would at once put on a form of an opposite party combinll~ 

tion? We regrc.t, therefore, that the ostensible reason for adopting the 

mea$ure under notice put tor ward should have been the one of which the 

patriots of Bombay have made no secret. There is nothing which suits &0 

well the genius and the vanity of the BritiSh nation as an impersonal and 
lIkilful handling of political questions; but the Bombay gentlemen have 

too frankly shown their hands, and we would only wish that everything 

would go on successfully. Meanwhile we would strongly urge on lndian 
leaders to go.to the very heal t of th~ British nation, and there establi,h Jl 
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moderate and a vigorous, constant-speaking organ in behalf of Jndi" 
There is no venture which deserves a hetter patriotic support than the one 
we have noticed above. Both the wealthy and the enlighte,ned ought to be 
interested in a project which besides advocating Indian interests just on 
occasions when that advocacy is most needed on the spot, might also help 
to enlighten us with those secrets which have secured unrivalled prosperity 
and advance to the British Isles, and which would be of such great use to 
the commercial, mdustnal, and literary members of the Indian populnions. 
Native gentlemen selected for corductlng a journal in London, which 
might aptly be named The Sur, or The LIght from the East, should be 

of a thoroughly tried character, of deep and various experience, and true 

patriotic natives of India, the whole concern being supervised by an 
influential and publlc-spinted Committee in Bombay, aided by 
supplementary committees in other parts of India. We ask the 1701(( if 
IndIO to put the suggestion about thiS scheme in Circulation throughout 
India. We are sure the time IS now rIpe, when some philanthropiC gentle
man can successfully identify himself with the execution of this humane 

measure of considerable relief and protectIOn both to India and England. 

-25th January, 1885. 

THE Visit of so gifted and so mfluential a politician like Lord Randolph 

PolitIcal actiVIty In Churchill to India IS an event of some importance 
Bombay. for the fruit it IS likely to bear In the immediate 

future. Our young frIend, Mr. D. M. Malabari, dId well in arrangIng for 

an interview between his Lordship and some of the political leaders of 
Bombay at the IndIan Spectator office. Among the few invited, there wele 
present the Hon'ble Budrudm TyebJI, the Hon'ble K. T. Telang, Mr. 
Dadabhai NavroJi, Mr. P. M. Mehta and Mr. Nowrozji Furdoonji. 

The conference lasted for about two h~ur<;, during WhICh the interviewers 

rndeavoured to acquaint the Lord with some of the main grievances 

afFecting the interests of the vanous communi tics and. peoples of India. 
The questions touched upon related to the obstructions which existed in 
native admissions to the Covenanted and Uncovenanted Civil Services 

and the Legislative CouncIls of India, as also bearing on the publicity of 

the annual budgets as now 0btalned In Indla and England, the annUltl 

heavy drain on the reSOUTC'es of indIa on account of the Home Charges, and 

the absence of Parliamentary guarantte on India's public debt. We hav~ 



ourselves so often discussed these questions and even thrown out sugges.. 
tions of practical importan.ce that we shall not seriously discuss them 

to-day, but pas~ on to a general observation which the kind visit of hi! 

Lordship to India suggests to us. 
The answer of his Lordship to the interviewers was rather disappoint

ing. He~ observed that though he listened to them with pleasure the 

.questions to which kis attention was drawn were of such vast and com

plex character like the country and its people, that each of them, he said, 

/Would demand a study of years to acquire a full mastery over it. We 
-scarcely think that such a long time would be necessary to understand the 

questions brought to his Lordship's notice. Probably his Lordship 
thought this the best way of avoiding the responsibility of expressing 

.opinions and views which may not suit the present conditIOn of the 
governlllcnt 01 the country, and which may excite the disapproval or diS
pleasure of either of the two great parties in India. It would !lot surprise 

us if he did not find himself prepared to deal authontatlVely with the 
qllestions brought to his notice. He may be mRuenced by a genuine and 

laudable desire not to say anything which may, perhaps, tend to embarrass 
the administration of Lord Duiferin Just when the Viceroy is committed 

to a deep study of the questIOns which either apparently agitate the 

<country, or silently affect its interests. Lord Randolph was, how
ever, unreserved on one point. "He suggested that natives of India 

" could not do better than send deputations from thiS country to England 
"consisting of such of their friends at. thoroughly knew these questions, for 

"the purpose of interestlng members of Parliament and others in them. 

"Unless they moved actively In the matter it wa, yam for them to expect 

" English politicians to evince that interest In Indian questions which they 
II wished him to do." Lord Randolph has at any rate made a valuable sug

gestion. To take measures to interest thl: members of Parliament in the 

progress of Indian questions means that the leaders at Bombay and else
where should themselves be identified with them more closely than ever, 

and initiate a very important practical movement. 

The establishment of a telegraphic service and a reformed political 
association in Bombay must pave the way to open that intimate intercourse 

with the EngliSh Parliament, which must, in future, be the necessary con

dition of political existence in India. We are very happy to notice that 

since we dwelt on the lamentable n'ecessity ot starting a Central Political 
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Association in Bombay as the parent institution of the Poona Sar*lIj,",il 
lnd other like Sabhas in the Presidency, actual steps have been taken to 

Itart a head Association in Bombay. We warmly congratulate Mr. Dad .... 

bhai Navroji, the Hon'ble Mr. Telang, the Hon'ble Mr. Bucitudin, 

Messrs. Nowrozji and Pherozshah Mehta for the activity they have dis· 

played in organising a grand meeting for establishing the Association. 

We call upon the princes and leaders in GUJerat and Kattywar to support 

1;he project substantially, as well as with their moral influence. That all 

may be able to join tre movement, we have no doubt the first meeting 

contemplated in Bombay will do nothing more than dwell on the broad 

questions of the public benefit which India in these days so sadly wants. 

We need not especialIy trouble ourselves WIth what individual politicians 
or journalists may say about India. The baSIS of the Association should 

be temperate and effective representation of large questions of interest to 

the largest possible numbers of the country. 
If the projected Association is expected to fulfil the function suitable to 

the present times, it Ihust be especially represented by constant and power

ful organs in IndIa, but especially in London. One of our strongest 

contentions of years is that IndIa should be represented by a powerful 

journal in England. The suggestIon of Lord RanJolph that deputations 

should be sent to England to interest members of Parliament in Indian 

questions, commendable as it i~, should be supplemented by a more abiiling 

measure in the founding of a powerful daily organ in the metropolis of 

Great Britain. It would often be impractirable to reach the British Lion 

by occasional petitions or deputations. The members of Parliament and 

the British public should be daily and hourly instructed as to the publir. 

needs of the country before any noteable or abiding impressions can be 

made on them in a manner that would benefit both India and England, 

and strengthen and permanence the peace and prosperity of the Queen's 

Eastern Empire. Ample means should be provided to conduct the said 

journal in a thoroughly independent and active manner S9 that it may be 

able to claim the respect and esteem of the British statesmen and the people. 

Considering the dense ignorance existing in England on Indian subjects, the 

natural tendency of the British people to be led away by party predominance 

and the oracular assertions of the London press; considering also that the 

present influence exercised in a spasmodic way is almost lost on the 
English Parliament, tht' real instrum~t which can tell on such a powerful 
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people as the English is only a daily journal printed and published in L0l1d01l 
I1Ifirely by competent nlltive agel1cy. It is the 81111 or the Light from the Ea!t, taking 

its birth in our Queen's Metropolis, which can shed true light on Indian 

topics, and illuminate the uninformed minds of both Houses of Parliament, 

the Ministry, and the people at large of England. We beg the leaders of 

Bombay not t0
4

beat about the bush, but go direct to the point of action. 

and skilfully and courageously adopt a measure which will directly tell on 

the minds of the British people. Let the Indian rays of light be shed 

there clearly and constantly as the Sun acts from day to day, the measure 

being worked by an honest, patriotic and wisely and honorably active native 

agency, working on broad natIOnal prmLiples affecting the good of no par

ticular clique but of the whole of the Indian contincnt and the Eastern 

Fmpirt> ~t brge. Tilt: urgan to be establlshcd should reflect the views of 

the Great Native India, whate\er the caste clements making up that 

power. India must then act in </mpathy with all the Kmgdoms in Europe 
and A5i. and such of the European and Asiatic Kingdoms \>I;hich can act 

beneficially on the Native Kingdoms of Asia, as the Blitish power now docs 

on the Indian territories at large. Surely a Journal of such Eastern light 

cannot in course of time fail to secure the influence of the British Empire 

and of all the prominent Native States in IndIa, Asia and Europe. Instead 

of frittering away our resources in the limited and chance-work way we 

do, a National Association should make its articulation felt in the manner we 

have respectfully pointed out. Create this telling influence in the heart of 

the British nation, and then exercise it VIgilantly and qUletly,but in a constant 

and respectful manner, and then sec what the fruits of this righteous and cauti

ous action will be in the course of the very first fi v e "\ cars of the existence of 

the journal Ne would with to see btarted in London.-Isl February, 1885. 

THE establishment of a Native Political Association in Bombay as 

declared In a public meeting held in Bombay two 
A Pohtical Meet- weeks ago, is an event of some importance in the 

ing at Bombay. 
current Indian politics. That the Association is 

headed by the Pusi Baronet, its operations being closely watched by able 

native patriots like the Hon'ble K. T. Telang, C.LE., the Hon'ble Mr. 

Budrndin Tyebji, Seths P •• M. Mehta, Dadabhai Navroji, Nowrosji 

Furdunji, is at once a guarantee that our political affairs rest in competent 
hands. It is an interesting task to hotice the first proceedings which were' 
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presided over by the young and worthy Baronet, Sir Jamsetji JeejibhGy~ 
As he said, the necessity for this organization has been ddubly felt owing'tO 

Lord Ripon's regime having given fresh force to native public opinjon~ 
This view as well as the other one of the Parsi knight stating that the 
present Viceroy desires to follow the ;ame line of policy as has been chalked 
ont by his predecessor, would have been objected to by anti-native critics, 
but for the qualifying assertion of Sir Jamsetji that" the true interests of 
" this country, as every capable 5udge admits, are identical with the true 
"interests of Great Britain." It is a mhfortune that there are many 
influential people in India and England who do not admit the correctnesf, 

of this theory and thus retard the progress of the country. 
The Hon'ble Mr.. Budrudin Tyebji very eloquently showed why Bombay 

should have its own political association, and a national one, as affecting 
the interests of the Indian Empire at large :-

"It ie, I think, with nations as with individuals that with the growth of political life new 

aspirations arise, and these aspirations require an organization to give them due expreesion, and 

the organization in its turn watches, regulates, develops and directs national aspiratione. Now, 

gentlemen, it cannot be denied that a city like Bombay, the capital, I may eay, of West India, 

with its vast population, with its keen and inleme political life, a city which has been deecribed 

by eminent statesmen as the chief and best centre of political thoug]:t in India, ought to possea. 

a well organized, strong, and true national association for the purp'''" of watching the interesta 

of this country. It is perfectly true that there is in our midst a branch of the East India 

Association, which has no doubt for many years done good service to the people of this country. 

But that branch was established rather in ai ,] of the parent association in England than :s an 

independent association in this country. It no doubt served temporarily to fill the gap that wks 
created by the death, if I may use the expreSb:on, of the hte Bombay Association. But, gentle

men, I think the time is come when temporary measures of this kind should be set aside, and a 

political association that may be called a truly national association should be founded upon a 

permanent basis. Gentlemen, Bombay cannot affore! to be satisfied with the branch of any 

association, however powerful, eminent, or useful that association may be Bombay, I eay-aBc 

the chief centre of political thought in India, ought to possess an association worthy of ita 

greatness, worthy of its active political life and ~olitical Lictory (cheers)--an association which 

shall not merely follow the sentiments and movements of our friends in England, but rather 

in a measure lead them. Gentlemen, I feel therefore that we are performing a great duty thia 

evening in laying the foundation of euch an association." 

It is one of the signs of the times when we have a Mahomedan gentle
man furtheron admitting that the Western enlightenment tends to uni~ 

the discordant nations of India into one, and that their aspirations behlg 
made common, their efFect on thl! country is to gain for it greater freedom 

'and privileges at the same time th~ the strength and security ~f the 
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Empire are increased, and the bonds of friendship and of harmony" which, 

"at present happily exist between Her Majesty's Eastern and Western 

"Empires drawn closer together." The most violent opponent of native 
interests will hardly demur to the proposition put forth by the hon'ble 
gentleman, which the Association ha~ promised to bear in mind from its 

very cradle.. He wibely said: "I trust that in times of excitement and 
"agitation it may exercise a moderating influence upon the popular feeling. 

" Above all, gentlemen, I think it must not confound real independence 

"with that petulant and carping spirit which can see no good in any 

"Government measure and detect nothing for the benefit of the p:ople of 
"this country." Perhaps this is the first time we find an important prin
ciple of pa"triotic action enunciated in a public meeting as led by the distin
guished band of patriots whom we have already named. The difficulty 

WhICh will now be felt is to apply this principle in practice. We have 
no doubt they will overcome the difficulty. But there is a still greater 

difficulty to overcome dwelt upon by ourselves very recently. That 

difficulty relates especially to the study of financial and military problems 

as to which our politicians have yet to evince a knowledge and insight at 

least as great as those of the actual administrators. 

Short as the Hon'ble Mr. K. T. Telang's speech was-whom the public 

would always desire to hear at length as being an effective, sensible and 

eXFerienced orator-he must have gratified the mecting by disclosing the 
material resources already gained for conducting the Association. This 

short speech we quote entire, calling upon the people and the princes of 
the Presi~ency who are interested in our political advance to contribute 

their rescurces to the vigorous working of the AssocIation :-
"The object of the meeting has been so often dISCUSS," durmg the PdSt few years, that it will 

be a war k of supererogatIOn to say anythmg m support of It. There IS 0111) one remark whIch 

I should like ~o make at tillS meetmg WIth reference to It, namely, that the response which has 

been received to the call made by myself and my fflends for help from the public of Bombay is 

a response whIch has completely satisfied us all. We are 10 a pOSItIOn to announce that nearly 

three hundred g~ntlemen have already consented to register themselves as subscribers to thil 

asSOCiation. (Cheers.) But what we regard to be more important is this, that nearly forty-five 

gentlemen have promised donations of Rs. 300 each, which will form the nucIeus of a permanent 

fund for the associabon. (Cheer •• ) Now I will not be understood to say that this is at all 
a large .um, but it will be necessary to supplement it hereafter, and I have no doubt that the 

public of Bombay will help us in that matter in the Same way as it has already helped UI by 

giving .1 so many annual subscrIbers. I ~ay say that the response hitherto given to our invita

tion i. such as is calculated to cheer us on in ti)is work, and one which I think may be treated 
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, u a ree~ctable retpoD.e at thIS stage of tIle aosQ("latlon. But so far as tblnga have progreeBed, t 
think we may .11 congratulate ourselves on the satisfactory results achl6veri. When we have 

any work on hand well begun, It IS ,aId to be half-done, and I think We have more thaD well 

begun thIS undertaking (Cheers.)" 

Mr. P. M. M<.hta quoted a most appropriate extract from one of tht 
old speeches of the Earl of Duff'erin addressed to the clt1zens of Qyebec, 

in which the noble Lord exhorted them to sacnfice some of their means 

and leIsure In the purSUit of the self-government of their country. The 
extract is so Important, so eloquent, and so adrntrably sUltee the 
object of the meeting ",hleh Mr. M(hta adcressed that we must thank 

him for putting It In a prom.nent lIght as below .-
" I cannot help wI,hlng to ex pre,s the extreme satlsfachon wh,ch 1 expenence 1D obserVing 

WIth what atacTlty and .elf-abnegatlOn the ch, ·f citizen. of Quebec, gentlemen whose pTlvate 

occupattons and engagements must be extremely absorbmg, are content to sacrifice their 

dome.ttc leISure and the mterest. of their pnvate bUSIness 10 order to gIve their time and 

attentIOn to the public service Gentlemen, I taJ..e It that there IS no more healthy sign of 

nalOna! life than thiS, or rather that there ",auld be no more fatal ludlcatlOn of an unpatnobc 

sellish, and de,plcabie 'pmt, than were what are called the bUBlOess-men of the country, that 18 

to say, those persons who, by lhelr educatIOn, character, habIt" and IOtelhgence, are best fitted 

to serve ber, bemg tempted bv an over-absorptIOn In theIr private bUSIness to abstalO from all 

contact WIth pub'lc afTalrs, and from a due partlLlpatlon In the onere-us and honorable stnfe of 

mUOlclpal or parhamentary pohtlcs Were such a defeetun on the paft of the most Intelltgent, 

energetic, and hlgh-pnnclpled men of the country tJ prevat!, the consequence would be that the 

dIrectIon of lis atram would fll! IOta the hands of corrupt adventurer, and trading politiCIans, 

and that the moral tone of the natIon as a natIon would detenorate throughout every stratum 

of society, and what I ask, IS the wort h of the largest fortune 10 the world, of the moat 

]UXUI us mar n of.1l the refinements and ~meOltles {clvlltzatlOn, If we cannot be proud of 

the country In which we enjoy them, If we cannot claIm part In the progress and history of our 

country, If our hearts do not thob 10 unl80n with the \ltal pulse of the natIOnal eXIStence, If we 

merely chng to It as parasItes chng to a growth of rotten vegel.tlOn Of course, I do IIOt 

mean to Imply that we should alllOSlSt on bemg Pnme Mml'ters Secretary of Stde, or Mayo .... 

or Members of ParlIament, or Town CounCIllors. Such aspIratIons to all would be Mlther useful 

nor deSIrable. A large proportIon of the entrgles of the (ommuOlty must be always employed, 

In bUllolOg up It. mercantile, manufacturmg, and agncultural statlls, alld In It.. le&rned profea

lions, but I venture to thmk that no one, espeCIally 10. young country, no matter what hit 

occupatIOn, should conSIder hImself Justified In dllSoclatlng himself altogether from all conta<:t 

with political aftalTS. The bUSIest of us can examme, analyse, and judge, we can all 

canv .. a, vote, protest, and contend for our OpinIOn, we can all feel that we are actIve memben 

of. youl,g commonwealth, whose future prospects and prospenty depend upJn the degree of 

patrtotl.m, self-aacnfice, and devotion WIth which we apply our energies tn our several Itatlon. 

to her material, moral and pohtlcal development." 

These words shrewdly quoted WIll serve to remind our prcsCDt Viceroy 
27 
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of what the natives of India may expect on his hands, as weIl as instruct 

the latter as to the responsibilities which they would incur in assuming the 

aspirations which the Earl of DufFerin has so forcibly pointed out as being 

a requisite feature of a noble and powerful citizenship. It i" however, 

one thing to be anima ltd by noble thoughts placed before us, and 

another to pu'hue legitimate ends in consonance with them. The diffi

culty lies in renderIng abstract ideas, ho\\<ever well developed and gene

rous, consonant with the busIness Instincts which can fully f.1l1 in with the 

times and circumstances of the place where such abstract Ideas are sought 
to be utilized. Even in patrlots whose feelings and sentiments are to be 
so much commended, we should prefer to see a practical force generated 
much more than a simple desire for securing larger rights and privileges. 

for natiVl::'s in p;<'nt'ral. 'Vhat seems essential in the present state of thing. 
in India is that we should all unite to practically sympathize with the 

higher forms of British administration, and, while thus laying practical 

services at its disposal, share in the glon of perfecting the consolidation of 
the Indian EmplTe. We beseech the distinguished Bombay ledders to 

comprehend the gravity of the military situalion in India. Their efforts 

should be directed to bring about an effectIve conference of the suzerain 

power with its fcudatories on the questIOn of reforming their forces on 

mutually creditable and useful principles, and once for all to accomplish the 

permanent object of so securing India to Itself that it can always present 

an impregnable barrier to its present and future foes without being placed 

at the mercies of the dangerously shifting politIcs of Great Britain. 

We respectfully insist on public men in India induclUg the Government 

to secure once for all the permanent security of J ndla as lnostly dependent 
on its own military rCSOUlces, which we have always pointed out as being 

abundant, if only earnestly considered and frankly and honorably utilized. 
The military problem is not the only one imperatively needing a satisfac

tory solution, though at the present moment it surpasses every other in 

respect of imperial urgency. Unless the worthy leaders at Bombay show 

themselves deeply alive to the dire necessity of immediately augmenting 

the defences of India, it is hardly likely that the public and the Govern
ment of England will be moved to take up the question in a thoroughly 
earnest SpIrIt. As the state of things now appear, is it not possible that 

our safety on any unforeseen contingency might drift into an helplessness, 
-certainly not 50 bad as has appeared in the afFair5 of Egypt for the last few 
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years, but nevertheless such as may cause great anxiety. Where is the 
man in India who can pronounce a confident opinion as 'regards its safety 

as influenced by the numerous unknown complications which have ensued 
from the favorable and unfavorable aspirations, traditions, and prejudices 

of the various powerful nations of the West and the East? What sagacioul 
politician in India will refuse to believe that such difficulties as those in 

Egypt, on our own frontiers, and those connected with some of the 
European and Asiatic States may one day endanger the peace of India !
f 5th FebrUAry, 1885. 

WE feel greatly interested in the concise account given by Lord Randolph 

Lord Randolph 
Cllurch,ll on hIs Tour 
in IndIa. 

ChurchIll of hIs rece:lt tour in India, and have, 
therefore, great pleasure in producing it below. We 

are specially gratined to publish it for the edification 
of our readers, as it is singlllarly tnthtul, unsensational and modest. What 

amount of harm is done to India when some of those who visit it give an 
exaggerated and unsyrnpatl<etic account of Indian affaIrs! Young India 
ought not to be too fond of such feeling account~, because the real wanta 
and necessities of India arc concealed under the ludicrous and sensational 

pictures sought to be pOllrtrayed by those who, thol.gh exceedingly well

meaning, are inc:1.pable of controlling their temper and judgment when 
they hea~ that aff.llrs in India do 110t improve and progress as fast as tltey 
do in Amenca or England. What a simple and quiet account did our 
gooo and noble Lord give to his intt'rviewers about what he saw in India, 

which ought to ha\'e had a wonderful effect on those personages who pro

bably deSIred to report some startlIng stories as emanating from him, for 
did they not know what high-pitched things were lately narrated in the 
London periodIcals? Lord Randolph frankly stated that, considering the 

present political crisis in India, he would refrain from'laying much stress 
on the conditions in vogue there. He wondered, and very rightly too, 

that a large number of politicians of England did not visit India and study 

public questions on the very grand scale which our country so well. 
alforded. We expect immense good to India if his Lordship's suggestion 
were adopted by his brother noblemen :Illd the members of Parliament. 
who consider that the elysium of the Earth is comprised only in the tight. 

British Isles. The Reporters mLst have been ama~ed to know from the 

noble Lord that he did nN find any pitlching starvation or poverty amon, 



the peasantry in India, and that the recent railway extensions in the Bom

bay Presii:lency must render any widespread famine in the DeccaE im

possible. We would rather now allow the account we have spoken of to 

narrate the results of Lord Randolph's memorable and extensive journey 

in India, which we may be permitted to hope his Lordship will fully 

record in a s).Iitable volume, which, further, we may be allowed to hope, 

he may present to India in return for what interest it may have roused in 

his,mind while touring through it:. principal distrIcts ;-

Lord Randolph Churchill arrived in London on the 7th instant. A 

representative of the Press AssociatIOn had an interview with his Lordship 

on the 8th instant and obtained from him an account of his extended tour 

in India. His Lordship said that in vie,,,, of the Russian advance itl 

Afghanistan, whIch naturally excited so much anAiety in the public mind, 

he hh reiuctant to enter fully at present into his impre;sions of the 

political opinions and condition of our Indian fellow-subJects. The same 

question as to Afghanistan was now uppermost In the mmd; of all Indians 

who tLlok any degree of interest in politics, and for the time ha J quite 

superseded in their attention all local controversies or dIscussions about 

local self government and other matters of that kind Tneir attitude 

towards the frontier question could scarcely be described as one of 

anxiety, but rather as one of intellIgent curiosity as to the eventf!ll result 

of ~he communications now passing between Great Britain and Russia on 

the subject. In reply to further que;tions, his lordship proceeded: "I 

have been absent from England 125 days, and find that I have travelled 

no less than 22,800 miles, showing how much can be accomplished in the 

present da,' within a very short period. Throughout my whole tour I 

was received with the utmost hospitality and I...indness on every hand. I 

derived from various sources very much information that I could not 
otherwise have obtained about our Indian Empire, and what I have learned 

naturally stimulated my interest in Its welfare; but after a compara

tively short and hurried tour I do not feel quite warranted in at once 

giving any positive opinion as to its present condition, progress, or future 

prospecta. I think, however, that people in this country have very little 

real idea of the extraordinary attracti I'enes. of T ndian travel, and the 

great importance ef the interests involved. It is now a matter of intense 

surprise to me that a far larger number of our fellow-countrymen, especially 

"hose of them who are active politic!Janl, do not visit our great Empire in 
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the East, all political problems in India being solved on such an en orman 
scale, that a study of them OR the spot cannot but open the minds and

enlarge the ideas of vi5itors. Lord Salisbury has said that, if we would: 

understand the Ru~sian question, we should study it on large maps, and 

everything in India is on so vast a scale that political questions may be 
,tudied there as upon a large map. The people of India feel it a di ... 

advantage that there is such a tremendous gap between them and the 

British public, everything which concerns them has to filter to us through 

so many officials and by means Gf the formalities of a Government bureau, 

that their natural views and feelmg<> arc never put quite fully or fairly 

before the people of Great Britain, and they are, therefore, very glad to 

welcome any politician to whom they Can talk freely upon subjects which 

<chiefly affect them." Asked for an aCcount of his route, Lord Randolph 

said: "I went from Bombay to Poona, and travelled thence to the very 

interesting old state of BeejaF'ore, in the Southern Mahratta Country, thence 

rto Bombay. I next journeyed to Indore, and stayed there with Sir Lepel 

Griffin, with whom I h ld an opportunity of visit ing the important military 
cantonments of Mhow. At Indore I saw the Maharajah Holkar and his 

court. From that puint I accompanied SIr Lepcl to Gwalior, where I met 

the Maharajah Scmdra, when I had an opportunity of ~eeing his HIghness's 

umy. There were 7,000 men on paraL!e, and speaking as a civilian, with

out professing much military knowledge, I should say that their drill 
and manreuvrmg was equal to almost any Bfltish force. But they are only 

armed with the old" Brown Bess." It may equally be said cfalmost all 

the native tro0ps in the various States that for modern military purposes 

they are practically unarmed. The account whIch "ir Lepel Griffin gives, 

in this morning's TunCl, of the armies in the Native States of India is most 

faithful and aCCurate. From Gwahor I went to Lucknow, and thence 

enjoyed a fortnight's expedition into the Terai, on the borders of Oudh 

and Nepaul, where we had some good shooting and killed a fine tiger, as 

well as some other wild game. I had also an opportunity of seeing the 

country and visiting many of the villages, taking care here as well as at 

other points, to observe for myself '{nd to ascertain the condition of th<: 

peasalHry." In reply to a question as to where he had noticed much 

misery amongst the common people, his lordship said: "No, 1 did -UOl: 

$ee any startling evidence of starvation or deep povert,y, although in the 
British portion of the Dec.:an there *,a& evidently a good dell~ of ag,ricul .. 
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several years. But the Government seem to be treating the people there 
with great consideration in the way of remitting burdem and otherwise 

helping them to overcome times of trouble. The efforts of the Bombay 

Government during the last fc;w yean, under Sir James Fergusson, to 
extend the rair'way system over tbe Deccan have, I belIeve, entirely 

obviated the danger of any great famine in that dibtrict for the future. 

There may be scarcity from time to time, but no probability of another 

famine upon any serious scale." Resuming the narrative of his journey, 

his lordship said: "From the Terai I returned to Lucknow, and there by 
the kindness of General Dillon I saw some of the nativ'! regiments, includ
ing the 15th Sikhs, a magnificent regiment now in the Soudan. From 
Lueknow J tr~"';!lled to Calcull.!, where I stayed a week, and had the 

advantage of making the acquaintance of most of the leading officials as 
well as of many of the principal native gentlemen, many of whom I found 

to take a Breat interest in British politics. Here, as in the other large 
towns, I found the intelligent natives to be equal to any Europeans in 
information, extent of reading, and public spirit. From Calcutta I went 

to Allahabad, where I was the guest of Rir Alfred Lyall, and met General 

Sir Frederick Roberts. I next visited the Native States of Rewah, and 

there enjoyed some more sport. Tht' prince there is a minor, and his 
Stue is being administered by tht" British during his minority. From 

Rewah I went to the sacred city of Benares, where I had the honour of 

being the guest of the Maharajah. My next point was Delhi, from 
whieh I went to Agra, thence to Jeypore, and next to Baroda. The 

Gaekwar of Baroda is as tine a specimen of a native rul.:r as one could 
desire to meet. He is qllitc a young llIan, I think only 22 or 23 years of 
age; but is intelligent, firm, discreet, and shows an intense desire to 

promote the welfale of the general body of his subjects. There is nothing 
in the way of representative government; indeed, the Gaekwar himself 

manages the whole affairs of his State, assIsted by a council of I\ative ministers 
chosen by himself. Although the ruler is himself a Hindu, his Prime 
Minister is a Mahomedan. Both of them speak English perfectly well, and, 
indeed, the knowledge of English among the leading natives is very general 

and remarkable. From Baroda I went to Hyderabad, and remained there 

a week, spending a couple of days in camp with the Nizam on a sporting 
expedition. A large tract of jungle fyas beat towards us, in the usual way~ 
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we had little sport, the life in camp was exceedingly pleasant and luxurioull. 

When in Hyderabad, I sawall the sights of the city, and made the acquain

tance of the ministers. In many respects the State of Hyderabad seems 

to possess a more advanced and enlightened government than any of the 
other Native States. Its present Prime MInister, the Nawab Salar jung, 
has surrounded himself with a body of very excellent colleagues, principally 
Mahomedans from the north. The N awab 15 actually carrying out the 

great reforms initiated by his father, and in these he is well supported by 

the Nizam. If he is properly supported by the Brithh a.J.tnorities, I 

think the State of Hyderabad Will be fully as well governed as any part 
of India. From Hyderabad I returned to Bombay, which I left on the 

20th of March on the homeward journey." When asked which of 
the Indian citIes struck him as most characteristic, Lord Randolph 

replied that he thought H yderabad was the most thoroughly Indian in all 
its features and surroundIngs, add mg that many of the large towns in the 

north-west were gettitlb mon and more Europeanised. 
His Lordship, who was somewhat tanned by the Indian sun, states that 

he is in excellent health, and thoroughly enjoyed his tour from beginning to 

end. By means of private correspondence and pcw'papers he has been 
able to keep himself fully informed as to the progress of political affairs in 
England during his absence.-Ioth May, 1885. 

THI! civilized world must be wondering at the recent change efFecte-d 

The Change In 

Government and Lord 
Randolph ChurchIll. 

in the Government of England. It is unique of its 
kind as formed by Lord Salisbury, and as permitted 

by the Premier and his Cdbinet under ~Lspen~ion. 

according to the wishes of our August sovereIgn. It is a woneler to 
find how easily the Opposition side has gained the day, ann with what 

readiness the Government, which wa~ only a moment ago considered 
all-powerful, have been smashed by their 0Fponents. It is not that that 
Grand Old Man being very aged and over-liTed himself has' sought his own 

erpulsion from office: the whole Ministry of the Liberals professing to be 
the favourites of the majority of the people of England have walked out 

• • 
and for the time being the Whigs and th(. Radicals are defunct as active 

members of the Government of England. You may say that just now the 

Tories' have absorbed them and havl' appeared to be possessed of the soul 
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of Englanders! Such a change is startling, especially as it i~ not at the 

hustir.gs that the fate of the Radicals has been decided, while the TOl"iet 

have not yet been proclaimed masters by the electorates of Great Britain. 

The Gladstonians, therefore, cannot be said to have been as pointedly 

defeated as the Disrae1ites wero after the great Midlothian campaigns 

The dissoluti~n of the Parliament has not yet taken place, and the national 

votes as to what Government will be accepted by the nation will only be 

taken a few months hence. Thus the majority of the House of Commons 

which came in with Mr. Gladstone after the defeat of the late Lord 

ieaconsfield, are yet intact. We, therefore, consider that I he Liberal 

Government have been placed under suspension with the cognizance of 

the nation and the sovereign. The Conserv:.tives have to, rule with the, 

tacit approval or the Liberals. who, finding the Government too hot for 

them, have, as Jt were, sought a sort of compromise with the party in 

Opposition. They have thus got out of hot water and have succeeded, in 

plunging the Conservatives into the most trying position, while the nation 

have shown signs of mistrust and disaJrect)on towards the party l~d by 

Mr. Gladstone. They have managed to bring the state of affairs in some 

doubtful and anxious position, which mayor may not eventually end in 

everything that is right and proper, but which the genius of the people of 

England has begun to strongly disapprove of. The premier must no doubt 

be t,hinking that affairs are now what they sh4!l1!ld be, and that they are 

only in the way of being properly adjusted, blLt that his supporters have 

grown weary of constantly propping him up! He might, therefore, very 

well atlempt to punish the reccders by getting his party to throw up the reins 

of Government just at a time when the nation is most anxious to know the 

results of the foreign policy of the statesman w hom they once so unre

servedly adoted. This is of course our own view, which we take of the 

situation. Probably Mr. Gladstone may have apprehended evil results •• 
issuing from the best he had attempted, and it would be quite right for him 

not to persist in the course of policy he has strenuously followed. He 

would wish in the interests of the nation to permit a change of treatment 

and watch the course of affairs for the next election. If everything went 

right and the Conservatives were returned, he might either seek repose, or 

rec10the his Liberals for again bringing die nation to his own ideal. If the 

Conservatives did not effect a succe~sful administration by the time the 

reformed elections were com.plete, he would be ready to step into ofii·Qe 
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again for a short time, if only to demonstrate that Grand Old Englandts 

beart beat for no miserable creatures, but only for the 'magnilice'nt Libe~ 

rals! Thus he might aspire after securing a long term for them after being 

tested by trials and difficulties, Let the Liberals only live till HE lives

and then the deluge, 

It is aHonishing that the Conservatives have taken office without being 

called to do so by the nation, May we say that this event, however 

unusual, will serve to give us some guarantee as to the intere,ts of our own 

empire-not to mention others which certainly perpetually influence ours. 

We may say Just now-we do not care for the Liberals, the Radicals, O'!' 

the Conservatives. If grave doubts have arisen how our frontier affairs 

would end; how our own vigorous Viceroy's consummate policy might be 

dealt with in the ab~ence of any lhange in the Government, then the 

accession of the new personale is a decided gain to us. This much is true 

that the Russian Government will no more ,continue the interested protrac

tion of affairs which they have attempted with a Liberal Government. They 

will not be permitted tu break promJse~ and engagements, and find out 

some loop-hole by which to pounce upon other people's territories to the 

detriment of this country. However lofty the seme of Justice as owned 
by Mr. Gladstone, we fear he tailed in estimanng its due proportion 

in rclation to Indo-Afghan afFair~, the consequeme being that the Czar's 

Government have been naturally emboldened to extend their influ~nce 

so far that a dread of their mIght may be establIshed in India-which, 

of COUlse, is a most unwelcome thing which neither Earl DufFerin nor those 

having a solid experiencc of an Oriental country have for a moment desired, 

As regards Egypt, the popular' opinion seemb to be adverse to the conduct 

observed by the Liberal Government. Anv such uncertainty or complication 

in Indian affairs would have probably created a much greater sensation. 

Whatever some English Journals may say as to the inexperience and 

impetuosity of Lord Randolph Churchill, he has instinctively adopted the 

right course in viewing, as he has done, the line of conduc.t observed by 

the Russian Government. We arc amused at the efforts of some of the 

London journalists in predicting that evil might come from his discharge 

of the high office of the Indian Secretary at the present serious juncture, 

while the}' base their apprehensions on one of his Opposition speeches, in 

which he has made a very spirited attack on the Russian Government and 

their supposed abettors. We do nat believe .that Lord Churchill, as 
28 
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Secretary of State, is the tame statesman who had inveighed against the 

late Government. fte is a very bold, effective and inttepid speaker; at 

a party man he would be a formidable instrument to deal with. When 

he has the field of controversy to himself, he can be art unCompromising 

and a very bitter debater. fte is a merciless exposer of faction-faults. 

But we reflis~ to believe that when once he has found the respon'ibilities 
of offiCe fastened on him, he would be the same flce lancet as he has been 

as an independent member in the HOllse of Commons. In the practieal 

ConcernS or administration, his Lordship may be found as profound and aJ 

wary and cautious as any practical statesman of the Opposlte benCh. We 
have seen with what deliberate tact and caution he condUCted himself in 
Indla, and how sensibly, wisely, and intuitively he rephed to the vital 
questions put to him on his return from Iudla. The replies he gave 

e1iLited the admiration of all elderly India, who know the 50rt of stuff 
which carries muster wlth the ignorant part of the public of India and 

England, as emanating from some of tho3e specIOus sentImentalists whose 
noble eftorts India cannot ignore, however raw or misguided they lnay be. 

When we had not for a moment supposed any posslbility of Lerd Randolph 

accepting our Vlziership, it struck us from his demeanor in India and the 

scope and character of his travels in our country, that he was rather 

misrepresented In England. We fail to find welght in the utterance of the 
Pall Mall Gazette, that his Lordship lacks any of the essentlal qualities 

which are needed for the admmlstration of the Indian Emplfe. It is 

deplorable to find how loosely such assertIOns are made m England. If 
Lord Randolph is so useless for the high office he now occupies, how many 

noblemen who have held office before hlm could be sa1d tc have even been 

woue thaI' him? There have been many lrtdeed, a little better than 
mediocres and tlme-servers, of less e:tperience of the Houses of Parliament, 
and completely 19norant of the state of the countries whose affairs they have 

administered. In Lord Randolph We have a man who has been in the 
House of Commons for over a decade. He is possessed of healthy, vigorous, 

straight-forward and ready instincts, and is an orator of a high stamp and 
a forward school; one who loves India, and who has with commendable 

exertions seen thl$ vast country for himself. Whatever his party 
predilections, his matincts for official life are just what we need; what 

our own capable Viceroy may be badly in want of. While in India, the 

noble lord scrupulously and consistdltly, from beginning to end) refrained 
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from uttering a single word or taking a single nep which would 'CoMpro<
mise or even embarrass the authority of the land. And yet he was then 

one of the most forward and the most influential members of the Opposi

tion, who might have, if he was so disposed, cast India into a ferment 

of agitation.-I '1.th J Illy, 1885. 

No one will disapprove of our referring, in general terms, to the various 

railway incidents which give rise to unpleasantness 
The Ratlway Racial 

Agltatton. between Europeans and Natives, first in very limited 
circles, and then throughout the world by the means of newspaper 

agitation. From individual grievances the circumstance fast grows into 

a political and racial question. There are, of course, warring partizans 
to be found in the Press, and as ,oon as a spark is ignited, the two 

inimical sides are formed for a hot contest. It is to be much doubted if 

permanent peace and good-will result from these wars of passions and 
prejudices, for any time some untoward incident occurrmg, the same 

fllrious agitation disturb., the public, deepening perhaps more the certain 
amount of estrangement now existing between the rulers and th.e 
ruled. 

We hope and trust that we may soon see the tim(' when the European 

and Native communities WIll travel together peacefully. While we say 
this, we arc cognizant of the facts that a humane desire exists in l~ge 
numbers of both Natives and Europeans to yield to mutual convenience 

and comfort, and that in but very fe\" cases the latent racial prejudices. 

existing accidel1t1y grow into a quarrel which may be compared to some

thing similar to a donkey forced into a tiger's skin! There is no doubt 
that the timely interference of Government, whatever its actual effects be in 

individual instances, helps towards the formation of an healthy public 
opinion in both communities. 

We might I"S well make our meaning clear by adducing some illastrations. 

We say that European prejudices against travelling in the ~ame carriage 
with Natives should decrease, for many mistakes are made by our 
European brethren by not freely associating with the natives. The tolera

tion of the latter, as a class, towards thc:ir much humbler brethren 1s 
imitable, in that a Merchant will permit his Mehta to sit with him, OT that 

a Sowcar will think nothing demeaning in travdling in a third ela, 
carriage with a host of very inferPor persons. European and native 
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officers with full conscience, good sense, and generosity, will now and 
anon look into a third class carriage, if only for the purpose of obtaining 
information about the social and material lives passed by the lower) but 

highly useful classes of the commonwealth, or about the effects produced 

in the populace by various administrative measures. 
What is a i.uropean to do, however, if he finds the on1y first class com

partment occupied by no usually decent native, but one who may appear 
repulsive, both in his clothing and in his manners I It would be best to 

consult the law of the land on the subject. Such a person comes within 

its measurable distance, and the Railway Company is the authority to 
apply civil compulsion with the legal guarantee to bad. them up. But a 

large-minded European, who has probably much weightier things to engage 
his mind during the leisure which travel affords, wIll probably walk into 

any compartment and avoid delay and provocation. He can take an action 

of this sort as well as prudent natives would do in the opposite case of the 
only compartment occupied by European rowdies, revelling in cigars and 
brandy, and emittmg smells not certainly less Hrong than that of an 

ill-manncrcd Hindu, Parsi, or Mahomcdan. When a paticnt-whether 
a male or fcmalc-is in urgent need of re~t, and the fact is duly made 

known, we cannot conceive of onc person among a hundred Europeans or 

Natives, who would grudge to yield. Supposing a Governor or a Prince 
travds Incogmta in his own territories, and finds in the only first <..lass 

carriage a husband and his wife. will he force thcm to sepcratc, or din'ctly 

repair to another carriage? He is likely to do the latter. 
In all cases of disputes betw{',en railway passengers, the raHway authori

ties of a station ought henceforth to be able tv settle the disputes 
themselves. The laws of right and propriety have both to go hand in 

hand on the railway platform, or in the train. We arc of opinlon that 

no unseemly racial disputes ought to OCCJr which would nccessitate 
action from the highest quarters of the Government. The railway 

companies wou1d do well to instruct their officials to deal with such disputes 

in a firm, cordial and impartial manner, deciding questions of rights and 
courtesy in a way which would satisfy all parties. Whether the parties are 

European or Native grandees on the onc side, and uninHuential Natives or 
Europeans on the other, the railway authorities in charge are the proper men 

to settle such disputes in the light of law and reason. If the law or any 
clear reasonable course is allowed to 'be violatcd by the responsible raHway 
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<offidlll, he is amenable to suitable punishment. If any p:wy, whether It 

European or a Native, has suffered inconvenience or in re~utation, he hils 

his remedy in law against the offending party and the responsible maR 
abetting him. When Government have done all they could in warning 

their own servants, that if they be wanting in consideration towards the 
weak, that consideration should be unfailingly shown them, we submit 
Government does all that is expected of it. The relations which 
arise in public travelling have thus been made clear. In all such cases 
hereafter, the law must be allowed to take its course, and the law must be 

vindicated and explained by the responsible servants when they have to 

deal with disputes between passenger,. If they do not fail in their duty, 

there is no reason why such comparatively httIe matters should in future 
engross the very valuable time of the Government. If legal remedies are 

well understood, and the law is properly enforced by the railway com
panies, there will be no need for severe departmental action being taken by 

the Government. The worst necessity that may be fclt in future would 
be for a further legal pruvlsion in the Railway Act, rendering a refusal to 

submit to the speCIfied legal orders of a duly appointed railway authority 
punishable in a Court ot Law. We shall then effectually remove most of 
the raIlway ratial contention, from the bitt('r regio'1 or newspaper senti

mentabsm and extIa-Judlcial remedies. We beg that the contemporaries 

of the day on both SIdes may ponder over the view here taken of. the 

present agitation.-30th August, 1885. 

WE ha\e read the appeal sent from India to the Electors of Great 

IndIa's App~al to the Britain with great pleasure and interest. It will 

BntlSh Electors. always remain as all important document remarkable 

for its moderate, conciliatory and comprehenSIve spirit. If there be any 
possibility of the British Electorates being influenced by sobtary leaflets and 
speeches to pay serious attention to vital questions concerning the Queen's 

Eastern Empire, this appeal may have that effect, though we may differ 

from some of the less important views contall'ed therein. The document 
is one sufficient to arrest our attention and require more than a passing 

reflection. 

The first passage ably delineates the conditions in which the British. 

found themselves possessed of India and the germs of the bright future fol' 

India which accompanied that posse~ion. "Though we are one-sixth of 



"the human race end are bound to you by k.ith and kin and by all that is 
"sacred and true, we have no voice in the affairs of our own country.'J 

And accordingly the Electors are asked to support only those candidates 

for the next Parliament who Can assure them that they will have justice 

done to India. Before the British took India" our future was most uncer~ 

tain," which is}learly true. But to say that we had then" national tradi~ 
tions of civil freedom" is hardly as much correct. We loved to be possess· 

cd of those traditions which the internal dissensions did not permit, but 
which the imperial light generated from the combined forces of the We.t 

and the East are now in a fair way of granting to India. 

We like it to be said as it runs in the second passage, that" our well being 
is so indissolubly united with your own ;" one ot those accurate sentiments. 
which we have sought to insert into the mind of native lndia for a quarter 

of a ccntulY. -l'he most elevated points of both England and IndIa must 

meet on the same level. We are instructed to have it so by the cardinal 

principles of the Crown ever acting on recurring intervals to set right the 

narrow .uonopolies which interfered with the purely benign foundations 

of British intervention and supremacy-whether those. monopolies 

referred to the public trade, the services, or vitiated the highest trusts ot' 

the state and polItical life and integrity enjoyed by the native chiefs. 

None of these reformed strides were, however, accomplished without the 

CrD.'",n and the Parliament having themselves taken the mitiative as 

inspirited by the acts and intentions of statesmen not different from those 

who now form the crowning points of the Bntish sceptre-whether 

$erving in Iudia or England; whether of one party or another. Through 

these saint-like personages we are now enabled to make our way towards 

the noble soul of Great Britain centrpd in the hands of their honorable 

electors. We thank the Bombay Presidency AssocIation primarily, and 

the rest of the principal Associations in India, for making this courageous 
II.nd historical move. 

The third passage pourtrays the dawn which now slowly breaks upon 

us to illu!trate the prime danger against which India and England have to 

make an efficient provision as a united nation ; otherwise their fate would 

be doomed. It is in no uncertain tone in which the necessity at least for 
this provision is indicated, and we quote this passage entire with the 

satisfaction which we must feel in o~serving that the paramount duty on 
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which we have again and again insisted is at last realized by native 
IndIa :-

" The present IS a most opportune moment for thus taklOg stock of the results which have 

been achieved 10 the past More vIvidly than on any prevIOus occasion, the value of the con

nection which subsists between the two countnes has been forced upon your attention by recent 

event.. Indl' forms the Pivot round which moves the enttre Impenal or foretgn pohcy of 

England. Your mte-ests 10 the fortunes of Central Asta, 10 Turkey, tn Egypt, In the Soudan, 

10 South Afnca, In lit stant Chtna, all centre round your care for the pOSseSSlOn of tht. country. 

For the ftrst time your tn.ulatton whtch had often been regdrded a. Justtfytng mdtlference to the 

movement. of the great European powers has ceased to eXist, and some of those powers have 

extended the hmlts of their po~ses8lOns wlthtn close VICIDlty to your Indian frontlen . How to 

safeguard your Interests IS the queslton of the hour, which you are cll1ed upon to deCide In a 

way worthy of your place among nations. Indian toptCS WIll form the chtef planks of your 

poltttcal pJatfolm, on whtch tn a thousand places those who lead and form pubhc OpinIOn Will 

address you, when they seek your votes. Your constituencies have been by recent legislatIon 

mcreased 10 numbers and strength, and now, more than ever before, the great mass of the 

worklOg classes 10 town and country WIll reahse both their powers and responSlblhttes. Theae 

specldl consideratIOns encourage us to hope that the work, so noblj undertaken In the past, will 

be continued by you 10 the pre"nt wtth I full sen' e of the sacred trust latd upon you. No 

new pnnClples have to be Iml down. Your work Wi ll chiefly be to enforce the prinCiples that 

have been repe1tedly declared by our GracIous Sovereign 1nd P1fhament as btndtng upon your 

servants herc In their admintstratton of this great emplrc 

The only misfortune IS that the fact chat foreign powers of very 

doubtful motives and humanity havmg sought to outstnp IndIa in dread
ed strength has been recognized by Bombay and general IndIa as late as 

the electors of Great Brltam have done for themselves. 
We heartily welcome such expresslUns as these-' Mmd the attacks from 

abroad.' 'Mmd the absence of reserves m men and means wanted to 

meet outside attacks.' We find these in the fourth passage along With the 
other wants and grievances of India. The suggestIon for a complete per

manent settlement of land revenues IS not quite happy, nor about the 
industrial development bemg 10 foreIgn hand~. The extravagance of the 

cost of Home charges and the public serVices, the present utter demartial
ization of all peoples and states, the unchecked devastating famines, the 

grossly defective government counCils are the right points to put into 
the ears of the millions of electors. But It IS not quite appropriate to say 

that" the taxes are trenchmg upon the margm of subsistence." It would 
be quite right to say that many of the ablest classes of the Indian popula

tIOns, European and Native, nench upon the margin of subsistence of the 

Governm"nt and the poor l'cople. A1ain, we need not infer that we are 
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trenching upon the margin of subsistence of the poorer classes by an 

imaginary equalization of the rates of taxation payable by the poor and the 

rich. It has taken very long for India to adopt scientific, economic and 

beneficial methods of taxation, and we fear we shall still take more time in 

carrying the country with us in boldly maintaining the maximum of 

taxation and til the eq\\itable taxes which must be borne, and not forsaken 
as now, for the sake of our best and most vital concerns. When shall we 

have our Associations toconsider these problems in their full and fair light
a measure by the means of which we should be able to get the public 
debt reduced, and the strength of the empire in mm and money increased? 

If it is in the power of the British electors to compel the Parliament to 

introduce a new era of reforms in India, it is no less the duty of our public 
men to assist tht: Government actively in <ievi:;ing tlle measures, in which 
their co op<.l,ltion IS indIspensable, but IS at present so much deficient. What 

is wanting in India itself cannot be much repaired by moving England. 

The fifth passage refers to what is considered as an imperative 

obligation of those who may be returned for the neJ[t Parliamellt, i.e., 
they must insist on a Commission of Inquiry being appointed to ascertaIn 

the abuses prevalent in IndIa, and what would be the best remedies in 

pursuance of the propoSItion recently brought forward by Lord Randolph 

Churchill, the Secretary of State for IndIa. Very much will depend on 

the -basis supplied to such a Commission to work upon and the character of 

the Commission adopted. We have our own propositions to bring forward 
on this important question, which we shan gl,ldly do when the time comes. 

In para. sixth we find it strongly maintained that" the temptation or 

"policy to resist aggressions by meeting the enemv far away from our 

" frontiers being dazzling with the magnificence of its ambition should be 

" resisted," and that the already impoverished resources of the country 

should not be burdened with the extra expenditure of two or three 
millions annually. We welcome again expressions such as these-' make 

India self-sustaining'-' don't let it become the sport of the policy of the 
foreign nations'-' create national reserves out of the armies of Native 

States'-' take Indian Princes into complete confidence.' But for these 

ideas being taken up so iate, we should not have been put in the present 

dilemma: whether to send a "robust protest" against the proposed 
additional expenditure, or be quietly subject to the es&ential extra expendi~ 

ture which we may find India charged with to our grief and dismay. 



225 

The appeal-makers are in error In confounding two important questiol1s 

together, which they have done terrified by the new expe'nditure intended 

to be imposed on the country. Whether India's defences should include 

Afghanistan or not, should be decided on its own merits: let the cost of 

it, however heavy, remain a matter to be separately dealt with. Both 

the Premier and the Secretary of State have arrived at the only sound 

conclusion which is possible to arrive at in the matter. We have over 

and over again demonstrated the fact, that if we allow Afghanistan to faU 

into the hands of the Enemy now posted at our Gate, we might as well 

leave the whole of the North-west of IndIa to him, and that to lose 

Afghanistan is to sacrifice half the detences of India, It is a grave blunder 

to treat Afghanistan as England would treat France. If Afghanistan is 

not to be defended along with India, the Indian Associations would be 

perfectly right In protesting ag'linst the additional expenditure proposed, 

for in that case there would hardly be any necessity for increasing the 

military strength of India so much as now proposed. It is a remarkable 

coincidence that both the great and opposed parties in England have 

practically arrived at the same conclusion which we have insisted upon 

for years together, that Russia cannot menace Herat w;thout doing injury 

to India. Has not the most Radical of the Ministers-Mr. Gladstone

exerted with all hi& might to arrest the progress of RUSSIa at PenJdeh and 

Zulficar r What did his preparatIons mean if both Afghanistan and India 

were not threatened by the Russian advance a lIttle short of Herat l It 

is surely no "dazzling magnificence" which has affected the statesmen 

who have held that Afghanistan should he kept intact; for they have 

been influenced by practical consideratIOns of the most serious Import. 

If we have anything to do with the Afghans, they must either be our 
friends or foes, If they are retained as our friends, they would like us 

much better than the vulgar and the covetou' Russians, If they are once 

allowed to get under the iron heels of Russia, these wolves will be 

stimulated to Join with the bear to plunder and ravage ~ndia when a 

serious and general war broke out. Our publIc men must understand that 
we have not yet obtained the normal efhLacy ot our military strength and 

expend,ture. Though we have been unable to get the immorAlities of 

this expenditure checked and to insist upon our mother-country bearing 

a fair share in our external and imperial defences as far as these may be 

necessitclted bv the aggret>~lOns of ~oreign nations against the Imperial 

29 
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Suzerain. there are no reasons why the wise, the prudent, Ind the far-seeing 

measure so cordially adopted by Earl Dufferin and Lords Salisbury and 

Randolph, and acquiesced in by Mr. Gladstone and Earl Granville, should 
not be enforced without a moment's delay. The additional expenditure 

would not be so disastrous as the ill-visioned timidity whic.h may hereafter 

dictate the abandonment of the task of reorganizing our friendly 

Afghanistan atd creating an additional force to back up its own strength for 

resisting the impudent foreign aggression which is now planted at the foot 

of the Paropamisus Range. The season, when all this should he done, 
ought not to be spoiled by the inadequate representation we are here 
noticing, though we applaud the motives dIctating it. 

Rather insist upon the imperative duty of utilizmg the immense forces of 
the Native States and setting face agamst the drearled additional burden 
talked about. Ae~in, agildte equally strongly about the duty of England 

to share in the expenses of the Imperial defences and suspendmg the in
equitous expenditures incurred I:.ere and in England. But because YOIl 

may not be able to comply with the demand for further expenditure, do 
not imperil the peace and safety of the empire; and it would be a national 

crime of the highest magnltudt.. to find the country failIng to become 

self-acting in its own defence and in that of its neighbour on a general war 

becoming so complicated that the throats of the mother and the children 
were found strangled in all direction, at one and the same time. If we 

have been wrong irA our fears, show by facts and figures how the British 
Empire could stand its foes without complying wi th the mode rn necessity 
of keeping up the full military strength, as e\ cry Power in the world, 

except England, has already done. 

We, of course, cannot help extremely sympathi71llg with the enjoinment 
to the electors-" It also lests with you, as the ultimate source of all 

"power, to enbrce through those whom you WIll select to represent you 

.. in the coming Parliament, peace, retrenchment, and a wide extension of 

" native agency generally in the administration as the most just and safest 

" policy to pursue for the rulers of this country." It IS a pity that to slIch an 

excellent programme the not less important words of_" Do not fail also to 

render your Indian Empire strong and inviolate, whatever the disturbances 

which may agitate Europe or Asia, or whatever be the machinations em

ployed to undo India-" were not added.-Ilfh October, 1885. 
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WE have re-published the letters of Sir Jamsctjee Jejeebhoy, Bart., 

Our Difficulties at 
th~ next British Elec
tion •• 

C. S. 1., and Mr. Dosabhai Framji, C. S. 1., intimat
ing to the Bombay Presidency Association their 

resignations of the offices held by them. The Secretaries 
to that Association have, under instructions from the Council, addressed 

a spirited reply to Sir Jamsetjee. The question raised on both sides is of 
no mean significance. We are grad that it has been raised, for the ad
vanced natives of India must try and ascertain for themselves what would 
be the most effective method of influencing the British constituencies in 

favor of India, and what mistakes we may be liable to commit in attaining 
that end. It is this issue which Messrs. Mehta, Telang and Dinshaw 
Wacha have raised, and Sir Jamsetjee and Mr. Dosabhai have also indicated 

for the judgment of the public. It is to be regretted that circumstances 

do not seem to have favored a dispassionate and impersonal haJadling of the 
question. For the position which shOlUld be secured to carryon a 
controversy of high political importance, such as the present one is, should 

be altogether free of an minor matters, and so secure and so iIl'vuiIl'¢l!1IIble 
that our cause in England may evoke unchallenged sympathies. In bas-mg 
our position, we have to bear in mind a series of elementary facts. In the 

bringing up of India in the Electoral campaigns of England, the ready 
assumption of the mass would be that it was at any rate a< very awkward 
intrusion. Educated Indians have not yet established themselves m tit~ 
heart of England as it were, as they have not yet succeeded in going tMre 
in large numbers, or making themselves heard by the means of a powerful 

journal on the spot for which we have repeatedly made mention in our 

papers. Any constituency to be expected to favor the Indian cause will 
first look to the interests of its own country and those of Great Britain. 

It ,is most difficult for us to know what those mu!tifarious 2nd conflicting 

interests are, and how any of them could be handled in a manner that 
'would win over the voters on our i>ide. The native candidates know 

immeasurably better than ourselves what would easily move the springs of 

those constituencies, while most of our own or the foreign candidates 
would be at sea how to perform the miracle. We may endeavour to adopt a 

perfectly straightforward policy in the cause of Indian interests, but if that 
c{)une of action militates against that of any of the native candidates Who$e 

programme are likely to be ac('<!pted by ihe constituencies applied to, the 

foreign ptogramme might r.:quire a sensible modification. We have to 
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