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spirit and the Imperialidea, I dispute that statement altogether, If you mean by Imperialsm
the bastard notion of modern times, why, then,iI admit 1t ; but if what you intend by the
Imperial 1dea 1s that which was comprehended by that great governing people which most
resemble, I think, in its qualities and 1n its spirit the English nation—I speak of the Roman
Empire—then I think I can say that the Liberal party repudiates any such idea. On the
contrary, I venture to affirm that it is its truc representative, (Cheers.) What was the Imperial
idea which nspired the Government of the Empire of Rome » Will any one say that it was
the extension of terntory? Will any one say that it was additional lconquest > Why
that 1s to falsify hisiory altogether. 1f vou look inte that famous chapter wiich opens
the 1mmortal work of Gibbon you will find that he speaks of the moderation of
Augustus, that he stites thit the m n who founded the Empire of Rome ard who con-
solidated 1ts strength was the man who, throughout his Iife, resisted, and in his last testimony
bequeathed to his successor the principle that the hts of the Empire should not be enlarged.
(Cheers.) There 13 a celchrated writer of antiquity, himself an Emperor, who places in the
mouth of Augustus, whea he died, some memorable worids. They are short, but they are so
applicable to the Government of India and to the administiation of Lori Ripon that I will
venture to take leave to roo | them,  He makes Augustus to say—* T have not sought to beget
one war out of another, 1 have thought I have done more wisely in employing all my time
in the reformation of the laws and the reformition of disorders, 1n doing which 1 consider that
1 have not acted less well than any of those who have preceded me, And even, if | may speak
with frankress, I have surpasscd all those who have cver governed great emprres,””  Thatis an
Imperial idea it was the conception of Tmpenal Rome, which the Liberal party can well
acknow ledge and can be proud to carry out.

We think some fallacy is involved in a too confident comparison instituted:
with ancient kingdoms as in reiation to any large empire of modern times,
What was accomplished by despotic sovereigns of the Roman Empire,
or even what was conceived by them, cannot fairly be held as an example
to be followed in the modern constitution of an empire. Had there been
an emperor of a different temperament in the place of Augustus, he would
very likely have dirccted Imperialism in a direction wide apart from that
attempted by the latter, If a comparison is to hold good, all conditions
and circumstances should be scrupulously alike in both instances, It is
difficult to belicve that the features of the Empire of Great Britain are
like those of the Empire of Augustus. He had hardly siach foreign provoca-
tions and responsibilities as England has to deal with now in the sheer
necessity of sclf-preservation and self-prosperity. The needs and obli-
gations of the greatest empire in present times are widely different from
those of any of the old empires which had not known such a vigorous
and universal growth as of to-day. 'What Augustus could Lave afforded ro
do 1n his times, the Qucen-Empressgould not possibly do in these days,
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when there is such a close competition among a number of powerful States,
whose will 1s based on a military prowess ever-growing. The fact is that the
Conservatives have perhaps too deliberately used Impernialism, while the
Liberals have not till they have been brought to the last extremity But
that the {..1bcraIs can develop this quality to as great an extent as the
other party, no one can doubt. We shall probably for a long time
to come fall to mecet the ends of Imperialism , for, Great Britain,
with all her Liberalism, 1s in as great a danger of losing 1ts influ-
cnce and prestige as any great Power in Europe, on 1ts foreign re-
lations being neglected or half-understood. Had Sir William Harcourt
given us a precise definition of Imperialism, of 1ts reality and 1ts counterfet,
we should have better understood 1t than bv the means of a very remote
compason. At any rate I agree wath Sir Willlam 1n the following eulogy
he passed on Lord Ripon, in which he seems to perceive the inferior form
of Imperialism which the late Viceroy so well avoided following in his
worl, 1n India —

He had some illustrious predecessors in whose steps he has trod  They were men who in
their exertions for the native population incurred similar obloguy to his owt, Macaulay, at the
end of that brilliant essay upon Lord Chive, speaks of the man whom he was commemorating.
He said —* Hig name stands high on the roll of conquerors , but it1s found in 2 better lst of
thote who have done and suffered much for the happiness of mankind  To the warnor history
will aseign a place in the same rank with Lucullus and Trajan, nor will she deny to the
reforrner ashare of that veneration with which France chenishes the memory of Turgot, »1d with
which the latest generation of Hindoos will contemolate the statue of Lord William Bentinek ™
And if Macaulay had written a few years later, he would have « ded 1nother nime—I mean the
name of Lord Canning, 1 min who 1o the time of danger and difficulty had such magnanimity
and mercy that he was assailed with that which was regardeu as a title of reproach, the title of
# Clemency ' Canning—a name whch will remain to him forever as the most smperishable
monument of his fame  Lord Ripon has understood the meaning of those great examples, and
it 18 because he has had the courage in the same cause to encounter the same obloguy that we are
here to welcome hum and to thank him to-might It 1s because he has understood what the
Emperors of Rome did not understand—that 1t 18 not enough to domnate races by the force to
your arms, or tven by holding them down by the weight of your laws, but that, if you are to
found an empire which 1s not to crumble away in a decline and fall such as that which overtook
the Roman, you must discover how, 1n some manner or other, you can find your way to the
hearts of the people you rule (Cheers) Ttisa hard lesson to human pride to learn , and
though, no doubt, there 15 no task of statesmanship more difficult than that which attempts to
reconcile the pride ot a subject people, it 1s that task which Lord Ripon has attempted, and in

which he has largely succeeded, and it 13 because he has accomplished so God-like a mission that
we are here to welcome and to thank him,
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The Earl of Derby, responding to the toast of “ the Houses of Parlia-
ment,” said that Lord Ripon exercised his functions so justly that he
became unmindful of the personal consequences he had to endure, How-
ever prejudiced were those who opposed him, the people of England, by
the honours which they have paid him, have shown that they were not
affected by their alarm. The Earl considered it to be the duty of every
statesman of England to rule India for the Indians, and if they would ever
give a greater shae to the Indians, to conduct their administration, 1t will
apt be because the British people were not fit to govern them, but because
no one could better understand and appreciate native feelings and wants
than the natives themselves. When the latter receive the same enlighten-
ment as the people of England, India could not be kept by the British
unless 1t was allowed nights and privileges commensurate with the new
aspirations raised

From Sir Charles Ihilke’s speech we infer that Lord Ripon has been
throughout his political career an advanced Liberal—even a Radical, which
he does not fear to acknowledge tlat he has been. In fact the principles
which he unflinchingly carried out 1n India he had also deliberately
advocated 1n England, It was very vise, howzver, on the part of Lord
Ripon that he did not openly avow his radicalism while here, If he had
done so he would have damaged the cause of India. His excellent merit
was that while at heart he was a Radical, he showed the capacity of acting
as 1f he was a Conservative-Laberal, Sir Charles Dilke said :—* He was
a man whom they were all proud to rccognize as one born to rule—as a
matter of fact he was born in Downing-street itself, and if a man born
there was not born to rule, he did not know who was,”

However cloquent were the other speeches, none was so remarkable for
fulness, for lucidity, and for temperateness as that of the Indian Secretary
of State. It must be read to be appreciated. It is a masterly, sympathetic
and generous vindication of Lord Ripon’s acts in India, Except in one
little matter, that Lord Lyttor’s action with regard to a small part of the
vernacular press was entirely uncalled for, according to the Earl, the
approbation accorded to Lord Ripon will at once command the assent of all
unprejudiced men.  He pointed out with conclusive arguments that what
Lord Ripon attempted 1n India was exactly in consonance with the spirit
and principles which have guidcd Her Majesty’s Government from the
carhiest date, and with the characterrand doings of his most distinguished
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predecessors, of whom history has left a happy remembrance, There was
nothing novel or striking in his acts, and though he refused to base his
policy on mere expediency—and so based 1t on the principles which he
cherished—he did nothing more than continue the adntinistration on the
old lines,which heve always been widely approved of. He did not rule
India as a partizan would have ruled—which would undoubtedly have been
a misfortunc. It will aways redound to the best credit of India if e
Viceroys, by whomsoever they mav be appointed, rulcd the country withs
out beng influenced by any particular ue  Let the Viceroy of the tinte
steadily keep 1n view what would be the best thing for India, and that
would not bc too much for him to carrv vut 1 virtuc of his responsible
and distinguwished ofhice.  As we Indians have been so much pleased with
he late Vicerovaltv, so are we also pleased with the general and warm
esteem 1n which our acts of lovalty and appreciation caused by Lord
Ripon has been held i England It must cause us peculiar gratnfiration to
read the concluding portion of the Earl’s speech =

His noble friend en levoured to pravide for equal justice to all before the Liw, md he 1eecaved
the unwavering ind hearty support of Hor Majesty s Government throughout the whole of the
business, beliwving 1sthey hithat the prinaples upon which he was acting were night  Loxd
Ripon hal brought back with him to this country the universil csteem of millions upon millions
of our fellow subjects  Whercver he went in India crowds of natives caime roun | him to show
their appreviation of the benefits which he hil confirred upon them  If he hil no otha title
to their gratitude to plce his rule hich among that of Indiin Viceroys he woul | sceure o m that,
for 1t w s no esy thing for an alien 1uler ke our Viceray to touch the hearts of nien of mother
race, an ! to touch them i the unmuistihble minner in which Jus noble frien 1 had touched
them. Lord Ripon by his policy had done more than any one clae to strongthen the Dyalty of
the nitives of In lia to the Crown | to strengthen the fouslations of our Infiin Empire, and
he gave them the towst of Lot | Rupans he Ith, with the sincere bohef that when history had
prssed ats verdict upon his a lmimistration it would be tound recorded 15 one of the greatest and
brightest ot the Vicersyilties of our Indian Fmpire

It 15 noteworthy that Lord Ripon had the full sympathy of the Home
Government tn his struggles to get the Ilbert Bill passed, though like him
the Home authorities, while being firm, took precious care not to exasperate
the Anglo-Indian feehngs. It may be remembered that my own atuitude,
while feelings on both sides were running high, and while supertor light
was absent among the public, tended towards the adoption of a moderate
reform by certa:n measures of conciliation which I was first to suggest,

I now pass on to the speech of the hero of the hour—1, ot course, mean
our late beloved, god-like Viceroy, He said he sull maintained his life-long
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adherence to the great Liberal party of England. While explaining this he
was induced to declare that the cheers “ were a good augury of the speedy
determination of the great issuz whether this country is to be governed by
Lord Salisbury or Mr. Gladstone,” Both the Earl of Kimberley and Lord
Ripon warmly upheld the evacuation of Afghanistan as an event which has
secured a friendly country on our borders—no doubt a very essential thing
for India. It cannot be denied for onc moment that a friendly Afghanistan
is essential at the present moment for the sccurity of India, and that the
best way to kecp a country very friendly to a neighbouring power is not ro
violate its indcpendence. Lord Ripon says that because he evacuated
Candahar, Afghenistan is friendly to-day, which is very useful just now,
considering the present conflict with Russia. Both the high authorities
have, no doubt, tried to give us a simple view of this difficult problem, If
we want the Afghans to be friendly to us, we alse wish them to become
powerful and make use of their power as much for their interests as for
ours, We should like to be satisficd if this has been done by the evacua-
tion of Candahar, It s presumed that the British generosity shown has
been the means of giving us a friendly ally to interpose betwceen us and the
Russians, Abdur Rahaman had been sheown sufiicient friendliness when he
was placed on the Cabul gadr. But that mcasure does not seem to have
made him strong enough to menace Russia, instcad of Russia menacing
India as 1t actually does now, Our abandoning Afghanistan altogether has
not made 1t strong enough to punish Russia for its audacity in coolly appro-
priating porrions of the Afghanistan territories, If Afghanistan has been
made strong, where was the use of sending out a Commission to defire
its own boundaries, while Russia has continued descending on the Amir's
country in spite of that Commission. We abhor the idea of carrying on a
war in a neighbour's country, but when it was sanctioned by the parent
country, that country ought not to have stultified itself by subsequently
falling into the other extreme, Iwrote a work and pointed out that nothing
like annexation or anything approaching it was then to be carried out. But
when a ruler assumed to be friendly to us was placed on the throne, and
while we had strongly established ourselves in that country, the task of an
active and disinterested warden had inevitably come upon us, which could
not be avoided without doing injury to Afghanistan as well as India, You
gave over the whole country to the Amir, and blessed him every year with &
large amount of moncy, Though you knew him to be incapable of serving
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the highest interests for which he was chosen you thought that all would go
right by merely leaving him a perfect master of Afghanistan, There was not
the slightest objection to his becoming a perfect master of his own dominions,
But where was the harm to show him, when he got the gad: with our own
help, how best he could render his position impregnable by allowing the
British Government to reorganize his military and to place their own army
of watch in Candahar, which he would gladly have allowed to be occupied ?
A great politician-statesman might have been deputed, who would have
succeeded in giving some intelligible constitution to the Amir, and prevent-
ing the frittering away of his resources for the five years which have elapsed
since Russia first tampered with Afghanistan, She has now actually encroach-
ed uponits territories. It seems to us much safer and more economic to guide
Afghanictan disinterestedly rather than allow it to squander its resources
unassisted by an expericnced neighbouring power. Tt would be superfluous
to mention how British intervention can be made thoroughly beneficial
and in no wise injurious to Afghanistan. We need not grudge, however,
to extend every confidence to the absolute reversal of policy effected by
Lord Ripon soon after his arrival in the country. Weshall now let the
fast-approaching results to tell us the effect of that policy. The entire
effect can only be gauged on a war breaking out in Afghanistan, which
every party of course would wish to avoid. Itis then to be seenif the
Afghans and other tribes would side with the Russians, or with ourselves,
and whether they would support Abdur Rahaman as an ally of India or
somebody else as a creature of the Russians. Lord Ripon’s statement, in
reference to his relations with Native States, 1 may fully endorse, The
Nizam of Hyderabad owes a good deal to his generous policy, and we shall
have to watch with interest for some time to come the consequences of
entrusting full powers to two very young and promising noblemen—the
Nizam himself and his Minister Sir Salar Jung. I hope in course of tim.e
that State may take its rank among the foremost model States in India, No
serious politician ever believed that Russia had tampered with the loyalty
of some of our native states. Lord Ripon inquired of this privately before
leaving India, and was satisfied that the rumours were ridiculous. I trust
somebody may trace the rumour to its source at least to ascertain in what
manner was it possible for Russia to open any communication with any of
the native states in India. Though a Liberal, Lord Ripon did not fail to
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sender good advice to native chicfs when tney necaca 1t, ana tnac was un-
doubtedly for their good, I can cordially bear out the assertion of Lord
Ripon that * there never was a time at which the native princes of India
were more loyal to our gracious Sovereign than they are to-day.”

The most important part of Lord Ripon’s speech referred to the pledges
given by the British Government in respect of the broad and liberal policy
to be always applied in governing India, His Lordship pointed out the
Charter Act of 1833 and the debates which preceded it in both Houses af:
Parliament as the foundation work of his atritude in India, Tt was at
period that a free introduction of Europeans into this country was pcrm.i.gﬁ:
ted with certain declarations of pobcy in their reference ; and ro this
circumstance Lord Ripor did well in drawing attention, I agree with
him that the changes effected in India on account of the spread
of oducation, cxtcnsion of railways, and the working of a free Press
have been so great that their rcal mecaning can hardly be realized by
those whom we know to have been much prejudiced by the spirit of con-
servatism, The bulk of Indian officials, owing to their immediaté
contact with the practical work of the country and their individual in-
habitants, cannot possibly bicathe any very healthy liberalism in the interes?
of the various communitics, They cannot possibly be the warm advocatgs'
of a sympathetic and gencrous policy, which gencrally emanates from
statesmen possessed of large oy portunities, It was natural, therefore, for
Lord Ripon, while ruling India, to find out what were the object ahd aim
of Providence in vesting 1ts interests in a nation superior in both moral
and physical strength to the natives of India. It was quite right for him
to have selected the primitive principles of first purity, which had latterly
been emphasised by the Queen’s Government., These principles, as
he said, “ remain always the same. The mode of application must
depend upon the circumstances of the ume and the subject with whiche
the Government has to deal,” The practical and modifying spirit wl}u‘*"
will always influence the Viceroys will place a great cuib on the Spirt
progress characterizing the British administration. The strongest oﬁ
nent of Lord Ripon as represcnting Anglo-India—we mean the Timesim
perceived ultimate dangers in his avowing the principles which sent t
the famous Charter to India. But these principles have been clearly,
admitted to have been applied nnder conditional circumstances, Tt was
a very little thing~—1t was the safcgt thing to have sought the investment

22
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of half-a-dozen competent native civilians with the same jurisdictionat
muthority already exercised by their European brother-ofhcials, When
this extension of a slight privilege was violently opposed, the principles
underlying that step nécessarily came into relief. The question was not
to what extent such privileges could be accorded to Indians ; the real point
at issue was whether it was safe, while we were permitted to enjoy the
same moral and mental freedom as Enghshmen did in their own native
country, to deny the natives who showed their fitness, the advancement
warned by them by their own individual merits and qualfications, Lord
‘a\i‘pon, therefore, showed a wise forethought in practically recognizing the
gradual application of the principles more than once solemnly afiirmed by
the British Nation, They cannot now thrust back India, and they cannot
turn it into their encmics by telling the natives, who cxert in qualifying
themselves for die discharge of high functions, that their legitimate and
temperately asserted aspirations cannot be fulfilled, Discourage them by
devising as scvere tests as you can in the interests of the country, but those
who are found answering the tests should not certainly be discouraged. IF
even such men are discouraged they cannot, as Lord Ripon said, turn
sout the supporters of the Government, This is certainly not the
snethod to promote good government and enhance and cheapen its
functions—which is daily becoming a greater nccessity for this large, com-
plicated and poor country, If Great Britain cannot uphold its prestige
and maintain its influence without India, then it is this spirit which has to
be followed by the parent country not merely to obtain succour for itself,
but to secure the freedom and integrity of the Indian Empire, If that
high and abiding spirit were to be neglected, rumn would awant both the
mother and the subsect countries. We shall do well by quoting here the
_concluding words of Lord Ripon’s fair and manly spcech .—
+, ‘The noble Marguis proceeded to refer to some of the principrl measures of his administration,
"including the repeal ¢ f the Vernacular Press Act, the extension of rulway communiation, the
‘;hﬂ‘ﬁihun of taxation, and particularly the tax on salt, But these dutis, he remarked, were not
e only duties intruste] to the British Government in India, They must desire faithtully and
»ncstly to fulfi) the great task which God had impased upon Englind when He gave her the
Indian Empire to rule.  They must set before themselves yet higher aims, andl endeavour to the
uttnost of their power to give to their fellow-subjects in Iudia the rch stores of their own
knowledge and civihzation, fitting them inincreased numbers to take part 1nthe management
of their own affairs, and admutting them gradually to those posstions to which they themselves
#had taught them to aspire, It was only by such a policy they could mamntain the good faith of
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England and redeem the pledges of the Crown. By such 2 policy alone they could extend and
deepen the loyalty ta our gracious Sovereign which was so widely spread throughout India, and
which 1t was a deep satisfaction to him to believe that during the five years of hus Indian ad-
mumstration he did something to consolidate. {Loud cheers.)

The vetcran reformer and the people’s orator, Mr, John Bright, made a
pretty long spcech about our country in replying to the toast of “ Pros-
perity to India.” This speech takes us more to the ultimatum of
British sovereignty in India than any of the preceding oncs, It is always'
interesting to note what liberal sta-esmen may have to state on this point
from time to time, for it cannot be zccepted without subjecting it to
certain broad practical tests which have to be drawn from existing facts.
The argument of Mr, Bright should, therefore, be looked into, for it
does great credit to his heart, He said all India and England and all
Anglo-Indians and Britishers would accept that toast with unanimity,
acclamation and cordiality. And yet when the means by which such
prosperity can be attained are discussed, many of those who would
heartily join the toast would also condemn the measvres which a great
officcr ike Lord Ripon might think it necessary to introduce in India,
He coatended that India can only be governed by England in what are
the sacred interests of the people of India, wlich cannot be otherwise
ruled. The reason of this he thus put in plain terms :—

“We should put ourselves in the position of the natives of Tndia, and ask ourselves what we
should siyif we were there, 2 put of zoo m.'hons, and were told, as several people have saidy
and many hve sud, by their action—thit these 200 nullions of people are to be governed by a
privileged small cliss, a hamdful of mo conung from some remote 1sland, ught or ten thousand
mules away, and that the interests of this handf il of men shoul | be considered and their clamour

Iistened to, agunst the wisdom of the Government of Calcutta, the Parhament of England, the
promuses of the Crown, and the sympathies of the great masses.”

Yes, it will always be safe to consult the wishes of the Crown, the
Parliament and the masses at large, whenever any serious difference arosg |
between the people of India and the Arglo-Indians, Nr. Bright haq‘-
strikingly exphined the present position of the pcople of India, though it
is still a matter of doubt whether a handfal of the most enlightened and
powertul race can be compared at a low standard which the immense
heterogencous population of India for the present indicates. The Buitish
conquerors will, from shcer nccessity, assume a commanding position in
India, the gross features of which the Crown and the Parltament of England;
from their freeness trom local prejudiles and hatred, will always have to
crase from the broader asscreion of their sovercignty, The development of
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the numerous conflicting elements in India will for a long time to come
require the watch and direc'ion of the Lord Paramount in the Indian
interests themselves. It is thus that Mr, Bright’s syllogism may not stand
quite well in the eyes of those reasoning from a knowledge on the spot. To
show the influence of English education in India Mr, Bright narrated what
was spoken to him by two natives of India sometime ago :—* I met several
years ago two most educated and accomplished natives of that country ;
and they were describing to me the manner in which the English language
is spreading. One of them said, ¢ I believe in a short time—within the
next few years—there will be as many pecople in India who know and will
read Milton and Shakespeare, as there are now in England.” 'The other
gentleman thou warned round to me and said, ¢ I think there are as many
now.”” It is necedless to point out how very exaggerated was the view
placed before Mr, Bright. It may not do any harm ; but it can hardly do
any gnod. It will surely require many years yet before India can have as
many English-knowing pecople as England has. And it will take a much
longer period in attaining that popular highly-devcloped culture which has
been acquired by England. I cntircly agree with Mr, Bright when he
states that the literature from the West will transform the idolatrous
religion of India ; but this will yet take time. When the people have
mended their social and religious systems they will be led to struggle for
political reforms more than they have yct done, The general political
freedom will take place not svon after the spread of Western civilization,
but after the spread of social and religious reforms, I hope to have
pointed out in a few words one great miscoaception under which some
liberal-minded Englishmen so often labour. Mr. Bright naturally feels
apprehensive of what would be the results on native minds of the effects of
Western cducation and literature which have transformed the religion, the
politics and the material condition of the people of England. * They
‘would not inquire very much because they would know that it was not
difficult for a foreign country like this, with traincd military men and the
spower of engaging the military services of the natives of India, to build up
a great Empire. But they would say, ¢ Thisis ancient history.”” AsI
have already stated, no danger nced be apprehended from the mere spread
of education, for a good many forces should be generated from that agency
before the natives can make any formidable resolutions calculated to chanee
the very basis of the Indian Empire,



173

Mr. Bright understands that a small community like the British is not
permanently destined to rule such a large country as India. Itis not
useful to go nto this question just now, for it will not be a2 practical task
always precisely to keep 1n view any ulumatum of this sort, whether in
favour of, or adverse to, India, while the business of its administration is
carried on, A remote result is gencrally left to the working ot Providence,
while the current a%airs are maraged in the best light possible, Mr.
Bright is quite right in saying that the administrators of India should
cultivate a spirit like that of the late Governor-General. There will be
then many more Ilbert Bills and a greater general development of Govern-
ment, “ The Government, if 1t be so, will be far better, it will be less
costly, and 1t will be more acceptable to the people, and less humiliating,
for it will make the best of their pcople joint rulers with some of the best
of ours. It will, therefore, be the more enduring.” Here is some tangible
result rightly anticij ated and pomnted out by Mr, Bright, which may be
very cordially endorsed. And I may confidently ask the rulers, great and
small, to pursue the liberal earnings indicated by Mr, Bright. In dwelling
upon the poverty of India the Right Hon’ble gentleman referred to the
work published on the subject of India by the Secretary of the National
Liberal Club, The salient points of 1t were stated by him as below :—

“1It will refer to two points in a single sentence,  One 15 the extremely fearful poverty which
prevals over a large portion of the populition of India, The barest food, and the lowest, com-
fortable shelter 1n any werkhouse 1n this country would be palatial treatment to millions of the
populition or Indiu—{cheers)—and during the present century it s stated that there have died

of famine 1n India a larger number of persons than all the men that have fallen 1n all the wars
which have been waged during that course of time throughout the globe.”

If such is thc magnitude of the work to be done in India it is absurd
not to multiply native agencies in the higner paths of our administration
and to effectually amend the constitution of the country, True, India
needs several capable statesmen like Mr. Gladstone as Mr, Bright hinted ;
but the greater the number of such workers introduced, the sterner will be
the necessity felt to increasc efficient native agencies, I cannot do
better than quote here the whole of the concluding passage ot Mr, Bright“
specch ~—

“ What we want in India 1s th: sympathy of cur friend here, the late Governor-General of
Indsa, permeating the hearts and feelings of the Englishmen in India. If you do so change the
hearts und create a ferling st sympathy, T am quite sure it will do more to perpetuate or lead to
dkuﬁer continuance of the English rule in India than the despatch of many regiments of
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soldiers, (Cheers.) What we want to-see—1 shall not live'to see it, but there are many here
who will have to see a great deal—what I hope for is that in the coming time we may have the
best intellects of India working with Englishmen earnestly for the good of India and the honour
of England, (Cheers.) How great will be the reeults for good 1 cannot déscribe; or probably
can't imaginei but I am sore theresults for good will'be' great to the countless miHions who for
the time—be it'short or kong—are under the influente and subject to the English Crown. (Cheers.)
The subject of India is a very great one in my estimation.. The mystery we cannot fathom, by
which that country, with its vast population, has been subjected to the rule of this country, is
one of those things of which history gives us no example, and if we did not sce it, we could not
imagine it could come in the future. But it has come—nut by reason of the prowess or violence,
or military spirit'of this gencration, but of our forefathers, and we at any rate, unless we surrender
it, it may be to its confusion and its difficulties, are bound to do all that the best intcllect of
the country, the most honourahle sentiment, and.the nmwst moral feeling, can do to raise as much
as we can the population of that country, and to give them the belief that we wish them good.
rather than wish to compiete our greatness upon their subjection and their sufferings. (Loud
cheers,) It is because 1 believe that Lord Ripon, our honoured guest, has gone as far as it was
possible for him in that post of eminence which he occupied to do, and has done that which ie
becomics every Englishman to do that T am tendering him my thanks.” (Cheers.)

But the British administrators and the lcading natives of India have
only to be guided in all difficult positions, and in all emergencics, by theg
safe becacon Mr. Bright has so happily placed” before our vision as it gives
me such pride and pleasure to quote him lerc. But that beacon has to be
more constantly and more firmly kept in view than it has hitherto been,
and in many more directions indeed than those meagrely observed till now.
We may then find in our native population so many armics for che
support of the British in India, while no foe of theirs will have the.
impudence of menacing our peace, It may not be possible for a long time
to come to press in practical service broad and generous theories in their
entirety and without modifications in due regard to actual facts and circume
stances ; but unless our Rulers steadily mainrain the light of these theories:
even with a certain amount of sacrifice in the interests of general good, I
doubt very much the value of weak or forced loyalty that is not provided
with the only uscful basis of united moral and material forces to be cordi-
ally generated in the enfeebled and distracted nations of India. As the
other powers of Europe and Asia become materially freer and stronger:
to act in the world, should the British Government proportionally take:
every community and every native prince into greater confidence,
and, while granting them a greater scope for regeneration, prosperity
and renown, should found their own'enhanced strength and. inviolabiligs
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in the reform and unity of their own subjects. Such a mixed and accurately .
weighed method can alone succeed in rendering Great Britain and its Eastern
Empire permancntly inviolate, It is pleasing to me to be cognizant of the

fact that this conception of the national duty of India and England is

more readily appreciated by the present generation, both Europeans and

Natives, than it was fifteen or twenty years ago, when so many of my politi-

cal propositions were felt but little removed from a dreamy region e

29th March, 1885.

Tue Rast Goftar, the leading vernacular journal of the Bombay presi-

dency, was right in urging the other day that when
Lord Reay in Bombay
and his Doputatiomsts,

: must be prepared to give him a welcome address,

a new Governor set his foot in Bombay, its leaders

bringing to his notice the various wants and wishes of the Presi-
dency. The suggestion appears to have been timely taken up. The best
leading man of Bombsy—the young, highly promising, and patriotic Parsi
Baronet—delivered a public address himself to Lord Reay, our new
Governor, in behalf of the Presidency Association. The address partook
of 2 general character and was, perhaps, a little fulier than a majority of
such addresses, as we have becn used to find them, Except in one respect
—and that a vital one in the present times—we consider the address to be a
satistactory document remembering that such gencral addresses cannet
entertain any question of detail and ran deal only with the general state of
aftairs. The condition being so, we cannot but express our sorrow that
the influential deputation which waited on Lord Reay made but a passing
allusion to the gravest crisis the whole of India, which this Association
#emy be said to represent, is now passing through, When the present
mceroy was on the way out for India—when no one, perhaps, had
dreamed of the present Indo-Russian complications—we had strongly urged
the Bombay gentlemen to forget for a while heir insular aspirations and
wigorously bring to the notice of the Viceroy-elect the most serious
deficiencies of the various defences of the Indian Empire especially marked
B the mistrust shown towards Native Princes by letting their fine armies
By the abyss of complete ruin and stagnation, All that the Bombay
fgaders were pleased to do was to make a passing allusion to the
defences of the Bombay harbour, Matters on the frontier have since sud-
denly assamed a most .hreatening aspect, And how do the Bombay
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deputation deal with them now ? They deal with them at the conclusion
of their address, and deal it in a manner asif a slight famine had been
passing over a part of the country, which need not interrupt the considera-
tions of the course of some happy internal development of the country !
We may allow our readers to sec that passage for themsclves :—

“ In conclusion, my lord, we arc aware, that while we are directing your loriship's attentiost
to the several measures of internal reform above indicated, grave complications have arisen in
the foreign relations of the Government of India which may, perhaps, involve the country in
hostility with a great European Power on the borders of Afghanistan, But, my loril, we ate so
confident of the loyalty of our countrymen to the generous rule of Britain, their recognition of
the great resources and strength of the British Empire, and their firm faith in the liberal
principles which animate British rule, that we think the gravity of the situation need in no way
interfere with the progress of the internal reforms herienabove sketched,  And on the other
hand, we are also sure that the Gevernment, which was able in the dark days of 1857 te
establish universities in this country, will not sufter the Anglo-Russian complications to stand
in the way of those liberalizing changes which are called for by the progressive conditions of the
times,

“ With these short and humble expressions of our views we bid Lady Reay and your lordship =
hearty welcome.” .

We should like to have a single historical instance in which an Empire
may have enjoyed immunity from forcign aggressions mercly on account of
the lip loyalty of its subjects, or the liberality and generosity of its rule. The
existence of thesc qualities must be very short-lived in the presence of a
thoroughly covetous, unscrupulous and ill-conditioned Power, whose fiercest
ambition is to destroy the British Empire in India, and who cagerly awaits
every opportunity to produce the vilest anarchy amongst us. We do not
doubt oursclves < the great resources and strength of the British Empire,”
but the deputationists are a trifle too over-confident in uttering this broad
popular suppositioin, Neither they nor can the Government afford to
ignore for a moment that the naval and land forces of the British Governs
ment have been allowed to slide into dangerous insufliciency considerigg
that all other large or small powers are armed to the teeth for their owa
preservation, Until our own dream a quarter of a century old, that a da‘y-'
may come when wars shall more or less cease and all difficule prcblcp{q,_&_.._

may be solved in Iran or on some such crown of carth where all the illus-
trious sovereigns may meet the Empress of the East as their head,‘ﬁ,
realized, success is destined for the Power which is able to wield :hg
greatest brutal-human force. While some attempt has been made by the
Bombay Association to enter decply into minor administrative questions,
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‘we cannot but attribute their disinclination to look into the va
military problems of the Empire to that immatureness of temperament
responsible experience which, while attaching undue proport:ons u
secondary points of administration, is apt to ignore the most serious problem
Tequiring powerful and comprehensive minds to grapple with precision
and some severity. The communitics which are partially and gricvously
blind to the my teries which ivolve dangers against their own permanent
sclf-preservation, are mere children who are to be treated with fancy
articles and dainty toys lest thay 1nay cry and pester their elders.  Just as
the peace of India, and of the world perhaps, is brought on the brink of a
precipice—the brink, no matter, may not be the one from which we may
have a fall, we may be gomng round a series of such brinks—a delusive,
though a perfectly well-intentioned, picture is placed before us of a people
perfectly free of external and internal dangers and only imperilled because
our civilization has not approached the limits of a halcyon bliss, It must
try every maturce tenaper to know that in and out of season there is nothing
but a woeful hist of gricvances about the rights and privileges of certain
classes to occupy our attention, We know the truth ot the historical
incident—Nero fiddled while Rome barnt, The Bombay Association is
becoming, or intends to be, a responsible body «n the part of the people of
India, If it is only to be a faithful reflection of the masses who are help-
less in saving themselves from loot, murder, or semi-barbarism, then avell
and goud. We shall then know at least that they have limited their functions
to a superficial dealing with Indian problems. Butsuch is not the case.
They would be the first in India to feel bitterly any unpreparedness on the
part of India which may bring on it even a temporary calamity, or a
passing anarchy, And who can say yet that, amidst the burning rivalries
and jealousics of the contending nations, Ir.dia may not be subjected to some
,disastrous surprise, though cverything may be done to retrieve any
smishap ?  Evidently our public men in India are much wanting in a
thorough conception of grave realities,

We shall now refer to the more agrecable portion of the address before
us. We quite agree with the deputationists when they say that % few
¢ persons have come as Governers of this important Presidency with so
‘ high a repuration as your lordship bears, and fcwer still have kesn the
“instances where the appointment of a Governor has been received with
“such general confidence and such high hopes as our own” We were
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utgpbe dmpresfed, with his lordship’s abilities on rcading his address at
: in T&h, which we regret we have had no leisure to review as it richly
Heserves to be reviewed. Lord Reay has not had much career of official
réd-tapeism, but in spite of that he seems to us a statesman of versatile
talents and shrewdly liberal and pracucal sentiments, We take this
opportunity.of wishing His Excellency a long carcer of distinguished and
noble uscfulness in his presidency to compensate for the sacrifices he has
made in coming out to India. His appointment here is only next in value
to that of Lord Dufferin, among whose ablest and most loyal colleagues we
may expect Lord Reay cre long to be placed,

The deputationists properly reminded the Governor of one of his im-
portant utterances at Edinburgh that “a knowledge of the permanent
interests of the people is the fundamental requisite of statesmanship,”
They said that to have a full knowledge of those interests their country-
men should be heard along wirh the privileged governing classes, however
able and well-intentioned they may be, This would mean that our
countrymen, when they speak on public questions, should be capable of
being admirted as nothing shorr of an authority on them. It must be
admitted that the Bombay Legislative Council needs the popular re-
presentative element more than it now professes to command.  But unless
our old suggestion is adopted in regard to nominating a pard Natiwe Execen-
tiwe Member in the Council whose business would be to study especially the
financial concerns of the country and give us and the Counci' an 1ndepen-
dent and practically useful exposition of them, we do not think the
honorary popular members will be of very great practical use. We have
already cxplained how the nomination of what we might term the Inde-
pendent Executive Member of the Government nominated direct by the
Viceroy and the Sccretary of State may be made, Such a member, we
may add, would bz free to deal with any administrative or public question
in all meetings of the Council. We shall hereafter go more into the
details of this proposal. The Municipal Boards in the various Zillahs will
be a good school for preparing popular honorary members for the Govern-
ment Council, and we believe that the Bombay Municipal Corporation is
alrcady in a position to spare talented and well-cultured gentlemen like
Mr. P. M. Mchta tor the higher Council of the Presidency.

The address asks the Governor to put into operation early the permissive
provisions of the Local Sclf-Government Acts in favour of local autenomy,
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to secure greater eleMve clement and local .independence at “th%‘_,.u'r
We think the district authorities ought to work more in the spirlt
bequeathed by Lord Ripon, at the same time we should have desired t]ﬂ:
Bombay dcputation to have named the places which have demanded a
greater elective freedom and have been refused.

It is admitted in the addiess that some good has been done to the ryots
by the finality of the revenue survey and assessment lately introduced by
the Government., We have, no doubt, some questions are yet left un-
considered in the interests of the peasantry, which may well be dealt with
in the amendment of the proposed Land Revenue Code. We do not think,
however, that in the matter o7 the 1ccent shight enhancement in the assess-
ment of the soil supposed to command a water-bearing stratum, Govern-
ment can find itself 1n a just position to reverse the very fair poliey it has
adopted. We believe that the Government have been a hittle over-liberal to
the ryots in this instance. We upheld sometime ago, in an exhaustive argu-
ment, the Government Resolution on the subject of subsoil water taxa-
tion, 1n no hesitating terms, and we notice that the Secretary of State has
now finally approved of the measure. There is no nccessity for the
question being reopened unless the deputationists advance fresh facts and
arguments 1n favour of their contention when the Revenue Code is revised,
The deputationists headed by Sir Jamsetjec have condemned in no hesi-
tating terms the operation of the recent Forest and Abkari Laws. The
unqualifying terms of this condemnation may best be told in the language
originally employed :—

“ We beg next to draw the earnest attention of your Excellency to the urgency of promptly
alleviating the hardship and sufferings which the poorer classcs inthe districts of this Presidency,
especially in the Northern Division, are subjected to by the operation of the rigorous rules and
bye-laws under the Forest Act. Nothing duning the last fi & years has so rankled in the hearts of
these people as the oppressive character of those rules and the stningent manner in which they
havebeen admimistered,  The immemonal nights and 1sages of villagers and private owners ol
forests have been so 1gnored in the district of Tanna that the ordinary operations of agriculture
are impeded, and the Government, 1t 15 said, has latcly been warned against probable popula:
disturbance. Agan, the stringency with which the Abkart Regulations are carried out hai
deprived rhousands of the poorest classes in certmn plices of their chief means of subsistenc
during a greater portion of the year, and has caused sullen iscontent, Justice and  humanit:
alike demand that the crying grievances of the people aftected by the Forest and Abkar: law
should be carefully inquired into through independent channels and p.omptly redressed,

There is much truth in the allegations above made against the
Abkari and Forest Administrations, though, as a matter of fair pla
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and justice, we cannot say that the proceedings of the Government
have been only remarkable for harsh one-sidedness. The actual truth of
the matter is that some systematized regulation of these departments being
necessary they have becn accordingly reorganized—rthe Forest Department
being entireddy newly organized—and the ofhicers cuntrusted with their
working have looked to little more than rigidly and loyally enforcing
the law so constituted, In applying the law so rigidly little consideration
seems to be paid to the facts that private rights and privileges in India
are not based on such perspicuous grounds as hold good in England, and
that, though the questdioning of rights very unsatisfactorily acquired
may perfectly well apply to Anglo-judicial acumen, it may inflict mischief
on many thousands whose principal aspiration and morahty he in keeping
their body and sonl rtogether. India needs many new departments
regulating its public affairs for its ultimate good government, but any
of them deliberately njuring individuals or communitics have to be
greatly modified 11 therr initial working if they are to be made a success
by slow and almost imperceptible degrees. Officers of Government
are likely to be influenced by commendable zeal in bringing a public
department inte full working order ; but it its perfection should be at-
tempted all at once, much sorrowful unpopularity musc ensuc as the work-
ing of the forest department has proved, It is pertectly legitimate
for the Government to rcgulate the growth of the forests and even to
render them a source of much revenue ; but very bad mistakes are likely
to_occur in the application of this principle. Ruthless destruction of
trees belonging to Government may well be checked 5 but the poorer
people whese chief maintenance iray depend on their conveying loads
of fuel on head from a great distance and dispose of them for two
annas, or the inferior cultivators who carry on their head the leafy
refuse of forests for manurial purposes, should not be subject to pay-
ments. Some merciful consideration should be paid to the thousands who
may have vested intercsts in the public forests, though those interests may
not quite have been legally acquired, Regulations for public property may
be perfectly correct in theory, but their excellence and efficacy can only be
judged by the manner in which they practically affect the condition of the
thousands to whom they are applied. The regulations which are required
to be rescinded as soon as they are put into force cannot lay claim to any
administrative exccllence. We agrees therefore, with the deputationist
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that Lord Reay will be doing 2 very desirable thing by ascertaining fod
himself how far the serious complaints raised against the action of the
Abkari and Forest Departments are true and deserve to be modified. The
difficulty in knowing exactly how dcep-seated are these grievances are great
indeed in the absence of a searching Press which, while revealing cases of
actual hardship and injustice, has the courage and impartiality to uphold
the enlightened efforts of the Government. We do not like any public
organs blindly influenced bv any sort of partizanship,

We owe good offices as much to the Government as to the people. We
cannot deny that in listening to the woes of the people we ought not entirely
to trust the statements made by concerned departments, butshould turn to
some independent sources so that all sides may be fully heard, Not
only that we have little of a scarching and impartial Press, but have no
agricultural or town associations fit to study the details of such important
questions as those under notice and represent them in a masterly manner.
Till these institutions come into eristence, Government may look upon
local Boards and Municipalities as independent bodies from whom a
full and indcpendent opinion may be obtained on the working of the laws
referred to, In course of time every Zallah may be able to point out its
own public bodies of this character, capable of giving reliable information
as to the feclings, wants and grievances of the people arising from the
operation of various laws, ;

The deputationists have made a general mention of the necessity of ex-
tending railways, teeders, roads and waterways needed for the expansion of
the increasing trade of the Presidency, as well as for mitigating the horrors
of famine in tracts liable to deficient rainfall. The question of strengthen-
ing the defences of the Bombay harbour and improving the numerous ports
all along the Western Presidency coast has been also cursorily referred to
by the acputationists. They have also properly asked Lord Reay to
extend his support to the “indigenous arts and industries which have
¢ recently witnessed the beginnings of a revival, thanks to the encourage-
* ment offered by the late Viceroy,” and (o the establishment of a technical
school to commemorate the honored name of the Marquis of Ripon. We
trust Lord Reay’s Government will accord their best support to the pro-
moters of that institation. A passing allusion is also made to the necessity
of permitting a larger number of natives to share in the covenanted and
uncovenanted services in pursuance of the orders of the Government of
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India, One small passage is 2lso devoted to the subject of the Native
States of the Presidency, which runs as follows :—

“We shall not detain your lordship now by refernng at any length to the important subject
of the relations of the British Government with the Native States W would only pomnt with
satisfaction to Ehc recent proof which they have given of their loyalty and devotion to the
British Government, and we rejoice to think that the friendship between these States and the
British Government may fairly be expected to be strengthened during your lordship’s admunistra-
tion,”

As the object of the address has merely been to draw the gencral atten-
tion of our able and illustrious Governor to some of the salient points of
his administration, we are, of course, precluded from entering into any
practical details of the various important problems hit off in singular
brevity, Though rhe Governur of a mimor Presidency has now-a-days less
autocratic powers than in times past, we neced not explain how much it is
in his power to leave an enduring name for good in his Presidency. There
is an immense deal to be done quietly in the way of popularizing and
invigorating the administration and bringing about an uniform develop-
ment of its interior prosperity and economy. We are happy to note that
Lord Reay’s answer to the deputation was very promising, though neces-
sarily brief. We record it below with pleasure and satisfaction as
encouraging us with the hope that His Excellency will show a rare persever-
ance, ability and independence in the discharge of his functions, and elevate
the status of his subjects and his Government even much more than
his well-intentioned and hardworking predeccssor was able to do. Here is
his earnest, cloquent, well-weighed and modest reply :—

“ Sir Jamsetyee and Gentlemen,—It 15 to me very agreeible tu have the honour of receiving
so influential 4 deputation from this Presulency on this oceasion, and I have to thank you most
heartily for the cordial welcome you have offered to Lady Reay and myself on this and other
occasions, The address dwelis on so many important subjects that T should not be entitled to
your confidence if on this occasion T were to give a hasty reply, and I should not then show
either the importence of the occasion, or respect to the mnfluence of the deputation 1f T were to
give any rash expression of mine to delude cither the deputation or myself that these subjects do not
require very careful handling, But T hope you will be satisfied when 1 tell you that some of them
have already been considered by me very carefully (applause), and that those which I have not yet
considered and which 1re mentioned 1n this address will sooner or later—and sooner rather than
later—Dbe considered by me and, of course, 1 shall need assistance of councillors who surround me
—both of my Council ar.d additional members of my Council—and with their assistance I hope
that great good will follow, and that the welfare and prosperity of Her Majesty's subjects in this
Presidency will be largely increased during my tenure of office with your co-operation,”—

19th and 26¢h April, 1885,
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Lorp Reay, in opening his first Legislative Council, did wise in taking
the public into his confidence. He gave an address of
some importance dwelling upon the general condition
of the Indian Empire. He took a broad and sensible
view of its present interests and position. Being a nobleman of wide
culture himself, he instinctively felt “ the value of his colleagues’ cordial
““ co-operation 1n the execution of the responstble dutics which have heen
“ entrusted to him by the Queen-Empress.” ¢ The first solicitude,” he said,
“ of English Statesmen at this moment must be to place the naval and

Lord Reay's fi~t
address to hus Council,

““military resources of the country on a proper footing.” No doubt, as
Lord Reav thinke, that wherever English civilization exists, there a firm
conviction prevails that 1ts career should not be marred by any fecling of
insecurity, We are very glad that a high British admunistrator confesses
that the very first thing nceded 1s the Empire’s capacity to destroy its
enemy, wheever that mav appear.  But this conviction, however wide-
spread, could have no pracrical eficct unless Lord Reay, his Chief and the
Indian navions indicate the capacity to have that conviction practically
enforced, It 1s quite true that—

“The spontaneous 1n 1 general expressions 1eceived from princes and chiefs of their readiness
to help Her Majesty s Government in any mewsures which the safety of the Empire mught
require, bear conclusive ~vidence that at Caleutts, at Bombay, at Singapore, at Sydney, at
Toronto, at Montreal, 1t the Cape, there 1s the sime wish that the treasures bequeathed to us
by past generitions of political experience and of steidy progress should not be lost through®any
lack of toresight or prudence of this gencration The loydty evinced 1n so many quarters in
India has been duy recognised by our fellow-subjects elscw here, and 1t will increase the good-wall
vihich unites together all parts of Her Majesty s Empire

But we, who have been foremost in discerning the weaknesses of the
Empire and have used the fullest knowledge in pomnting them out in the
public, may assure Lord Reay that the utmo-t as yet done 1n securing this
Empire agamnst the direct possible dangers which could be conceived has
as yct gone exceedingly little beyond the tncory declared | by Lord Reay
in great truth ard frankness. His Excellency the Bombay Governor will
grratly strengthen the hands of the noble Earl at Calcutta by submitung
for h1: early consideration a complete scheme for the naval and military
defence of the most enlightened Presidency which he has the good fortune
to govern, We simply hint about the scheme here, but will take another
occasion to show1t in a p.operly developed form. This is one question

sufficient to occupy the most anxious qttention of the Governor for several
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months, With true English pride and patriotism he has vindicated the
name of British valor which is often very nearly compromised, and we are
only hai}py to render him our humble support and submit to him a
suggestion to place his belief in some practice. It is pitiable to have to
know from the highest dignitary in the Presidency, that the Commander-
in-Chief, however great his efforts may be to maintain a high standard of
efficiency in the Bombay Army, could not expect to give to the Staff Corps
that continuity of military employment which he fairly claims for them.
We thus despair to think of the fate awaiting the forces of the Native
States, should they be equipped and drilled for active service, The
distinguished services lately rendered by the 28th Bombay N. I. will, it is
hoped, induce the supreme military authorities to adopt a gencrous
standard of appreciation, if fo1 nothing clse for the interests of the empire
only.

Lord Reay dwelt upon what be advocates as being the most excellent
trait of the administrative organization of the British :—

¢ ¥ may regret with you the abandonment or temporary interruption of a number of schemes
which were fast approaching execution, but exactly as my belief in the justice of our rule is
strorg, do I hold it to be unquestionable that no sacrifice 15 too great which makes that rule as
safe as possible from outward disturbance, And if, gentlemen, L.do believe in the excellence of
an administrative organization, which has been adopted in the greater part of the habitable
globe, it is because that system is the most clastic and the least centralising which has been
knowa in history. ‘To belong to an empire which gives you a maximum of the best thought
and at the same time a maximum of freedom in recording your divergence by word and decd is
no small privilege, The absence of all vexatious interference of the administration, which is the
fundamental principle of English law, is hardly known anywhere else, Whatever English
admiristrators are sent, the humblest member of the community knows that his interests or
grievances will be considered with the same care as those of any other more fortunate
individual. The protection of the weak is the fundamental law of English administration. Its
flexibility as opposed to the bard and fast lines of French and German bureaucratic uniformity
gives it that power of coping with emergencies which less elastic agencies do not possess,”

No one will demur to the views so lucidly expressed by Lord Reay. But
His Lordship, new as he is to any very vigorous administration, may bear
in mind that the flexibility he speaks of is merely the outcome of the most
finished liberal culture of the day ; according to our humble understanding,
however, this flexibility, dear readers, has yet to stand the shocks and col-
lisions of Empires and the ravages of the Infernal Explosives and Machines
which the same high-fraught civilization ceaselessly brings into existence,

We fear in the passage that we have the pleasuie to quote below,
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Lord Reay would scem to those best acquainted with the country somewhat
stiff in his conception of the condition of society handed down to us iam
India :—

“ A scrupulous regard for ancient customs and ideas, wherever found and by whomsoever
entertained on whatever subject, 15 a characteristic of English admunsstration which cannot be
too carefully preserved, Any nterference with venerable customs of the tiller of the soil would
be in direct opposition to the traditions of English administration, The ethnographical survey
lately ordered by Sir Rivers Thompson, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, shows the value
experienced admumistrators attach to the knowledge of the idiosyncracies of the people. As in
India all phases of civilization are 1n Juxtapos tion, we are in continual daager of forgetting how
slow the process of evolution 18, and how little good 1s done by interrupting the natural develop-

ment of the understanding of the people ™
We beg to differ from Lord Reay as far as it is truthful to say that physi-

cians can indeed assist in and expedite the natural recovery of a patient,
However old popular customs may be, the very fact that they have been
injurious to society must hasten their downfall ; and we shall hardly do
anything wrong by aiding the people in understanding that these
customs have been mjarious. There is no doubt that the banefulness of
any phase of civilization should be very distinct and emphatic to permit
of its harmlcss erasure from the constitution of the society, No one can
of course dissent from what Lord Reay says with reterence to “ the vener-
able customs of the tiller of the sml.”

Lord Reay pays a fitting, and certainly, not in the least flattering, com-
pliment to Earl Duflferin, in declaring that he considers it “a g;eal:
¢ privilege to have come here while so distinguished and statesmanlike a
“ruler as the noble Earl will influence the destinies of the millions whose
“well-being will undoubtedly be promoted by his beneficial government.”
We frankly stated on the noble Viceroy landing in India, that the greatest
of all the difhculties he had to suimount was in connection with the
consolidation of the defences of the Empire to make them apparently
invincible against all 1ts foes. We have now further reasons to adhere to
the same opinion ; and we only hope that before the noblke Earl's term
expires, it will have been said that Russia may for ever knock at the
gates of India in vain, Lord Dufferin will have thus gained for him an
imperishable monument in the annals of India,

Lord Reay said in conclusion :—
“If the Government is precluded from sanctioning any expenditure, but that which is most
vigorously required, other sources of supply are not stopped, and private benefactors are happily
24
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coming forward in increased numbers to meet the most crying wants of Indian society., The
newly~constituted local bodies will, I am sure, also prevent stagnation setting in and we shall
reap the fruits of Lord Mayo’s beneficent inauguration of decentralization, Individual initiative
in educational, in agricultural, in saritary, in medical reforms, assisted by departmental action,
will be of the greatest value to the country. My distingmished predecessors assisted by an able
staff of civil servants have left me a noble heritage  To them it is due that this presidency has
made such rapid strides, and my immediate predecessor has not been the least energetic ; and
certainly Bordbay 1s as wide awake as ever, It will be my strenuous endeavour to maintain
this presidency 1n the proud position which 1t occupies among the provinces of the British
Empire. The moderation and good sense of all clusses of the Bombay community will make
that labour, a labour of love ™

His Excellency may rest assured that no impertant section of the
population is likely to grumble at the temporary withdranal of extra-
ordinary expenditures while they may be employed for an immeasurably
superior purpose of our security. It would be gratifying to find the local
boards responding to the call of the Governor ; and we should like to see
the general public doing more in the way of aiding in the development
of the military strength of the Presidency.

As the Governor gets more and morc into the depth of the work he
has to perform in his Presidency, His Excellency will have every right
to expect the millions placed in his charge to show that moderation
and good sense will make that labour, *

il

a labour of love” We have no
doubt, as we infer from his speech, that he will pay a careful and generous
attention to any genuine grievances which any affected community may
bring to his notice. We may now be allowed to wish that Lord Reay’s
Government in the Bombay Presidency may turn out happy and prasperous,

bearing important results in every possible dircction.—21s¢ Fuze, 18835,

Tue Viceroy has moved out of his capital to perform those fong and

ed of Blaibndh rapid strides throughout the Indian continent which
first Tour: TheSpeech  serve for the time to vivify vast human affairs and
at Delhi, even to work out changes which may be remembered
for generations to come. The Viceregal visits to centre-points of interest
and activity arc now becoming as frequent as the periedical changes in the
Viceroyalty. The frequency has become as essential as it must tend to
facilitate the high functions of the Viceroy and stimulate national and
sectarian progress in some at least of the important directions marked in
the country at large. There is not a State or a district which will not
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heartily welcome the highest representative of the Queen, who at best
can pay only one visit toa few of the important towns in India, As
Viceregal visits become more regular than before, it is probable that
stately ceremonials will, in future, be more and more allied with the disposal
of difficult administrative, social and political questions. The Viceregal
tour carries in its train some considerable outlay after dinners and demons-
¢rations which open the ways of putting much welcome-money into the
purse of the poor and the needy traders. Thesc uscful and activity-lending
disbursements are rendered more valuable when the Princes obtain some
of the much-coveted freedom and privileges in the interests of their
kingdoms ; or the local functionarics and the Governors find valuable
concessions made them for the development of their administration ; or
the leaders of the peopic and the various communitics have been granted
some boons of 2 public character, The Viceroy who is animated with a
desire to visit the varjous portions of his charge, though gracefully taking
to the ovations spontaneously offered him,—which no amount of self-denial
can induce him to dispensec with,—is likely to centre his desires on grasp-
ing the intricacies and the merits or the demerits of local administra-
tions ; on mastering the problems, a solution of which would result in
bettering the various conditions of the people, or discovering those sub-
stantial advances in life which could be conceded in harmony with the
genius, tendencics and aspirations of the people. Nothing is so difficult
as to render an cxtended vicerega' tour uwriformly successful, for things
and per<ons are apt to fall into the most delightful condition when the
Mighty Orb revolves in all its warmth and bnilliancy round the teeming
little planets which legitimately assume a most brightened and smiling
appearance. The many contemptible blots, which ordinarily disfigure
these dependent creations and intercept their movements, are screened
with a marvellous finish, as never were there products of Nature so toler-
ably lifeful and wholesome. It is when the rays of the great orb does
something more than warm and Srighten the surface of the lesser planets
that the fundamental decompositions and disfigurations turn up for the .
burning heat which once in five years no creature would be so decrepid as
to shirk., The solar heat is to be most courted when diffused through-
out the composition ofits dependent objects much more than when applied
to particular parts only. The smaller blemishes are not easily removed by
the strokes of the mighty ; and it is® the wide traversing changes which
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are most essential and lasting, as they are so rare in coming. The broad
changes are the most difficult to attain, for they never could be attempted
except by the skill and might of a real giant.

It is with such reflections rather hastily and generallv expressed that
we shall continue to view Earl Dufferin’s present tour throughout India,
The tour will be rendered specially notable as His Excellency 1s accom-
panied by the Countess, influenced by the high and noble mission she has
set her heart to. Blessed will be the steps passing through noted placess
for there will hardly be any place where the Countess will not be the
central figure for the crown of relief which she may grant to every
important female population which she visits, One of the best things to
hope from the Viceroy’s journev is that both the Earl and the Countess
may course through a tull strecam of knowledge and 1nformation which
would enable them to have a full sight ot the shores for the performance of
their portion of the work expected of them 1n Indra.

We shall now do ourselves the pleasure of recording below the first
felicitous speech which His Lordship delivered in the native capital of India,
reserving to ourselves a smitable opportunity for noticing 1ts salient points
in conjunction with those which we may expect shortly to follow m the
various practical and broad shapes which the highest authonty of the land
could give 1n the course of 2 nationally uscful and interesting tour —

1 beg to thank you heartily for the friendly terms of your address and for the generous
welcome with which you and your fellow-citizens have greeted my arrival in your world-famed
aty. It has always been one of my great desires to v sit the place which has been the capital of
so magnificent an Empire, the scene of so many dramatic episodes in the history of India, and
is still the aite of a multitude of architectural monuments of surpassing beauty Nor, beheve
me, in dwelling on the record of your city s past can any one 1n my situation fail to be reminded
of the duties and responsbilities of Government towards the Delhi of to-day and the future,
Though change of tim~and circumstances no lomger admit of Delln being the centre and  head-
quarters of the administration, 1t must ever remain one of the chief ornuments of Hindoostan
and the home of a numerous and influential community, whose prospenity and interests it wik
be the duty of all those responsible for the welfare of the country to foster and protect yand I
sincerely trust e.ch advancing year will convinee 1ts inhabitants, that, though shorn of some
liveliness and colour with which i1t was invested during the time of its former rulers, they will
have obtamned a more solid, if more prosaic, compensation in firm seeunity for life and property
and the impartial administration of justice which have been secured it under the rule of our
Queen-Empress. Tlese conditions being supplied, 1t will be for the citizens of Delhi themselves
by the imntelligence of their municipal administration, and by the development of their native
arts and industries, to regain, or rather, I would say, maintain the pre-eminence they enjoyed in
the past. In their endeavour to do so, they will be able to count upon my warmest sympathy
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and assistance, I am glad to think that it should have been my privilege to confirm to them,
the advantages of these municipal institutions to which they have referred with such lc'gitimn'ul
pride, but which, it is but just to add, were designed by my illustrious predecessor. Without giving
any pledge upon the subject as to times and seasons, I can assure them that no one will be more
personally gratified than myself at the arrival of the day when a still fuller measure of civil
independence may be granted them. With regard to the other matter to which you have alluded,
it is a question which has not yet been brought officially before me, There is, no doubt, were
I left to myself and were I to act under the impulse of the moment and with the impression of
your friendly reception still present to my mind, 1 should be disposed to acquiesce inany
demands of the character of those you have preferred to me ; but it is not merely a question
between the gentlemen around me and the guest of the evening, but between every Indian
Municipality and Government, and I would not presume to decide it without the assistance of
my colleagues, and especially of my financial adviser, All that I can now say is, that when the
matter of your waterworks is brought officially before me, I will give to its consideration my
best and most cordial attention. [ have now to thank you for the kind words in which you
refer to the efforts of the Government of Great Britain and India to preserve peace along our
North-west Frontier, There is, no doubt, that al one time our tranquillity was seriously threat-
ened, but, thanks to the wisdom of those principally concerned, and especially the loyalty and
moderation of the Ameer of Afghanistan, whose assent we were hound in honour to obtain
before coming to a settlement with Russia, war, the greatest calamity with which a country can
be afflicted, has by the mercy of God, been avérted. In conclusion, I beg to assure you that I
shall not fail to convey to Her Majesty the expressions of your loyalty and devotion, Her
Majesty is always deeply touched by such proofs of the good-will of her Indian subjects, whose
welfare, contentment, and happiness are as dear to her as are those of any other of her people.””

Lady Dufferin this morning (Oct, 30) opened St. Stephen’s Hospital
for women, an institution founded in connection with the local branch of
the Cambridge Mission. The cercmony consisted of an address by the
Rev, Mr. Carlisle recounting the history of the hospital, from which it
appeared that the building owed its origin principally to the efforts, and
was founded chiefly in memory, of the late Mrs. Winter, wife of the Rev.
Mr, Winter of the S. P.G. Mission. Two German medical ladies are
attached to the hospital, the foundation-stone of which was laid in January
last year by the Duchess of Connaught. A short religious service followed
the address, whereupon Lady Dufferin declared the institution open, -
exclaiming,—* I declare this hospical open in the name of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,"—8zb. November, 1885,

As yet the Viceroy’s tour dazzles us with overspreading brilliancy as his
The Speech at speeches a: Delhi and Ajmere represent. No principle
Ajmere, of administrative questions of an urgent import has

been dealt with by the Viceroy, Not has it been brought up by any com-
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manity or government for his decision. Earl Dufferin is perhaps pledged
not to initiate any such discussion himself, much less to conceive and pro-
mulgate an original measure, This will be admitted by those who remem-
ber his earlier speeches. Disappointed as we should be if he holds too fast
to his early utterances, we would consider the peoples whom he visits to be
at fault, should they fail in pointing out to him any large and practical
grievances, or the deficicnces of a business-like manipulation of any national
affair,.  We are, of course, entitled to expect that the Viceroy will exercise
his paternal feelings for the simple reason that if he did not,—and for the
matter of that the Queen-Empress would be herself without active influence
in India,—~the empirc rould hardly be developed, while the masses
would suffer from aggravated poverty, or be inflamed with increasing
fanaticism, or perish by hundreds of thousands, The most difficult aspect
of the Viceregal tour consists in knowing the real and widespread evils of
each of the provinces visited by the Earl and ascertaining the far-
reaching and practical methods whereby those evils could be circumvented
to public satisfaction, The local authorities should be desired to find out
and mature such problems, the marerial for which being collected before-
hand may be aptly dealt with by the touring Viceroy. We do not believe
that any special effort in this direction has cver yet been made ; and yet
this is one of those methods to indicate to the district and Presidential
furctionaries those aspects of their dutics which traverse beyond the
grinding burden of the most commonplace routine wrapt up in red tape.
In almost every district there is a virgin ficld for working out the econo-
mic problems touching the root of unfelt resources, the unfolding of which
would mitigate so much of human miseries and stimulate 5o much of the

. general contentment of the helpless millions. If we engrave a Viceroy in
the heart of our hearts for his stirring feclings of ardor, of generosity, of
deep-piercing culture, and of fast-winning affection, which he may pour
forth while grected by various peoples encountered in his tour, we shall no
less appreciate the cloquence of his deeds that may be evolved out of the
more practical and deeper earnestness characterising the modern samwarys of
our Indo-British Maharajas,

It is interesting at the present moment to watch the Viceroy warming
to business, while he is not wanting in lordly orations which every
educated mind in India may anxiously digest. After his Delhi speech
comes another, and a more importaht one, as delivered in the historical
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(Mayo) College at Ajmere, on November 7. The assemblage was com-
posed of many chiefs and influential Europeans and Natives, The whole
town, including its fort on the hill dand the lake below, formed one bright
mirror of illuminations on the cvening of the 7th, After witnessing the
cheering decorarions and fireworks, Lord Dufferin and his noble, bene-
volent and industrious wife performed an earnest business, the first in
declaring the “ Mayo College” open, and the second in distributing prizes
among the seventy-five sons of the princes and aristocracy of Rajputana as
brought vp by Major Loch. The institution is onc of those forming the
landmarks of the changing history of India. The idea was conceived by
Lord Mayo for the reform of the princely and noble dynasties of Raj-
putana. His calamitous assassination interfering, it was Sir Charles
Aitchison who pursued the deceased nobleman’s project by collecting six
and a half lacs of rupees by donations from the chiefs of Rajputana,
Major Mant was spared to design this building in the Hindu-Mahomedan
blended, fairy-like style, as he devised for the far more elaborate palatial
structure for that model ruler Sayaj: Rao, the Gujerat Prince.

The Viceroy, while replying to Major Loch’s address, stated that though
the College was founded by Lerd Mayo, its realization was due to the
“ wise liberality” of the Rajput Chiefs who gave effect to the intentions
of the late lamented Viceroy, who, as he said, was his particularly personal
friend. However limited the space at our command, we cannot afford to
abbreviate the Viceroy’s advice given to the noble students., The
words are very few, but the choicest ones expressed in a language
which must linger in their hearts till the end of their lives. As such they
are, we may well record them as a portion of our history :—

“In the first place, I would remund them that, whethcr as scions of ancient houses, or as
heads of historical families, or as destined to fill public positions of importance 1n Rajputana, or as
future chiefs of independent States, therc has already fallew upon their young lives the shadow of
heavier responsibilities and stricter duties, as well as the sunshine of loftier aspirations and wider
responsibilities whick encompass the existence of the bulk of ther countrymen. Happiness to
thousands, tranquullity to vast territories, and gencral prosperity to the Empire at large may be
advanced or be retarded n a sensihle manner in proportion to the degree to which they may take
adventage of the opportunities of sclf-improvement afforded them within these walls, For this
reason 1 is exceptionally imcumbent upon you, my young friends, to cultivate certain special
qualities and to avoul certain special dengers. [Inacmuch as Providence has placed you in a2
position ot considerable social dignity, and has relieved you from the pressure of sordid cares and
anxieties incidental to straitened circumstances,itghould become a matter of pride and conscience
to you to clothe yourselves in those manly wirtues and characteristies which in all ages have
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been recognised as a proper adornment of well-born men, such as self-restraint, fortitude, patience,
love of truth, justice, modesty, purity, ¢ deration for others, and a ready sympathy with the
weak, the suffering, and the oppressen, and, 1bove all, with that noble courtesy which not merely
consists 1n grace of manner and the seneer of conventional politeness, but which 1s the outcome

of an innate ssmplicity and generosity of spimit, which instinctively shrinks with scorn and disgust
from anything approaching to egotistical vamity and of vulgar self assertion  On the other hand
you should BeJequally watchful against those temptations to which wealth, with its opportunities
of self-indulgence 1n all ages and in  all countries, has been peculiarly exposed, such as sloth,
idleness, intemperance, sensuality, effenuracy of mund and body, and (ll those baser influences
which render man a burden to himself, a disgrace to his family and a curse to his country, And
wn saying this, T would warn you that we are living in a shi®ting world— world in which those
very privileges you have been led—T do not say illegitimuately—to pridc yourselves upon, 18
being continually exposed to the criticisms of public apinion, or the or feil of neellectual com-
petition  If Ragputana is to mauntun her historicil position s one of the leading provinces in
Hindustan, as the ancent home of all that was high bred, chivalrous, and heroic, it 18 absolutely
necessary that the eane 1y yethe represent itives of its famous houses should endeavour to show
themselves as lenders of people in the arts of peace and as thewr exemplars in the van of eniliza-
tion of that pre-emmence and tenown which therr forefithers wou fighting sword 1n hand, at the
head of their clans on mny 1 fcld of battle , and, belicve me 1n such perceful triumphs, promots
ing @ they do, the well being of multitudes of cur fellow creatures 1s fir more waatny of yoar

ambition than any which were to be gained in those miscrable days when scarecly a twelve months

passed without the farr fields of Indube ng watere | with the blowd of thousan ls of her children

The most of the princes 1n the Bombay Presidency cannot turn to the
above counsel with less advantage than those directly addressed, Itis
satrd music soothes the serpent  Well, then, if the business of a
vigorous and virtuous administration be a repulsive commodity to the minds
of those princes not tried 1n the humane paths of hife, the exceedingly
pregnant admonittons of Lord Duffern must ent rely convert that com-
modity into the most chcering and most acceptable metal. Both the
darkness and the sunshine of an elevated princelv lite 1s here traced 1n a
design no less agrecable than the lights and shades of a lovely and peifect
picture, We would beg of Major Loch and the other Rajcumar
Principals to 1nsert this onc of the noblest piece of oratorical passages in 2
text-book, and have 1t recited by the princely students i Prize Exhibition
meetings, We aresure they will never forget it, while, 1n course of time,
they would assimilate 1t with their own feelings and aspirations.

The Viceroy next turned to the subject of Indian princes and people
acquiring the knowledge of Enghsh as the true medium through which
they could learn the best thoughts of the greatest of the men of the past
and the present, and guide their cond act and faculties to the best advantage,
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The universal necessity now felt for mastering the Enghsh language hu'.
been very strikingly put by the Viceroy :—

* Passing from thesc general topics, I would have wished to. have made a few spciﬁi::
recommendations with regard to matters of detail. Having, however, already detainedqbn'
longer than I intended, I will confine myself to the single point which has already been so frequent-
ly referred to on similar occasions, namely, the great desirability of your becoming thorough
masters of the English language. In doing so, I will not particularly insist on the obvious
advantages your acquaintance with a tongue so rich and varied in its literature and througt. which
you can make yourselves acquainted at first hand with the ideas of some of the greatest men,
that ever lived, as well as the latest results of modern philosophic thought and scientific research,
1 would rather remind you of the practical benefits which a due prosecution of your studies in
this direction will confer upon you. English is the official language of the Supreme Govern-
ment under which you live, and of the books which deal with public affairs, domestic administration
and the general interests of your country, and it will be of continual use—indeed, T may say of
absolute necessity—to you in the positions which you may be called upon to fill, Keen-witted
inhabitants of many other parts of India have fully appreciated this fact, and all their energies,
have cansequently been devoted to the acquisition of English, and, as a consequence, many of them
both speak and write it with an eloguence and fluency beyond all praise. Now T trust that those I
am addressing have sufficient self-respect to take sufficient pride in their province, not to wish it to
fall behind ather component parts of the Empirc in this particular. Therefore, againT say, let it be
one of the principal objects of your ambition, while within these walls, to acquire the English
language. Already in the councils of Providence the cdict has gone forth that English should be
the language chiefly prevalent upon God's earth, and within another hundred years it has been
calcuiated that the Englisn-speaking races of the world will number upwards of a thousand mil-
lions, Under such circumstances, it would, indeed, be a disgrace if any of her Majesty's auI;jects
in India, with any pretensions to belong to the educated classes, should remain ignorant of it.”

Of all the languages of the world the English language is the most
successful. It has formed individuals and nations; the highest and
noblest achievements have been acquired through its instrumentality.
It has developed the most pious and the most philanthropic characters. It
has reformed vast kingdoms and lifted up mankind to the highest feats of
enthusiasm, chivalry, and valor ; of cnterprise, arts, and sciences ; of the
profoundest philosophies, the purest materialism, and the sublimest spiri-
tualism. It has taken its purest and its most radiant spark from the
cradle language of the Mazdiasni Aryans,—the most divine and the
earliest language of the Earth; and its profoundly balancing influence
from the more developed and sccondary languages : the Sansérit and the,
Arabic, It is destined to sweep away cvery language in India and the
East, till the antique Avasta is fully reclaimed and reaches the same
pinnacle as the English, the Sanscrit %nd other Eastern languages forming,
their more prominent accessories,

25
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In guoting the above valnable extract from the Ajmere speech, we may
be allowed to impress upon the minds of the princes and the nobility the
most paramount object which, according to His Lordship, must
actuate them to study the English language. Itis not to be acquired as
a direct instrument to counteract the British influence in India ; this
would be"opposcd to the intentions of Providence itseltl. Let us dive
deeper and deeper into its currents in nrder to do goed to all who come in
our way, and to acquire the highest capability of the most genuine
character for its own sake. Destined to remain ever grateful to the source
whence the Anglo-Indian regeneration fiows to us, any ingratitude in
ignoring the original blessing cannot fail being branded as a rank sin
against God, which the Aryans will, we doubt not, be the last nation on
the earth to commir.

Native India must be much pleased with the genuine encomiums passed
on the young Maharaja of Ulwar—*‘ an honored pupil of Mayo College,
“ who has more than kept the promise of his youth by the mtelligence of
 hic goyernment, the personal industry which he brings to the manage-
 ment of his affairs, in administering his State in a way that has con-
 duced to the prosperity and contentment of his people and his own repu-
“ tation, and the honor and welfare of the Supreme Government,”

The reply made by the Countess through her 1llustrious husband to
Major Loch’s address to her Ladyship, was characteristic—one which
the noble pupils may pear in mind for a long time to come —

“ Major Loch,—Lady Dufferin has requested me to think you warmly in her name for the
beautiful present which you have made her, and bids me to add that she has read 10 a certam
Greek author of a certain person who was boasting of the strength of the walls of his aity, The
person to whom he made the observation replied that the walls of a city were the men who dwelt
within them. You have alluded 1 becoming terms to this beautiful hall, to its lovely decora-
tions, which a~e worthy praise you bestowed upon them, but to her mund its chief orna-
ments are the bright, industrious, intelligent youths who stand around us. In conclusion,
Lady Dufterin proposes, with your permussion, as long as she 1s 1o the country, to present

a gold medal to Mayo College to be competed for on terms which we will settle hereafter.”—
15¢6 November, 1885.



PART (V.
POLITICAL ASPECTS.

It is just sufficient to put down this heading (vide in the margin), and it
may be said with confidence that all really good and

The London  Times : ) R -
on Scurriiity and Sedi-  sensible men, Europeans and Natives residing in India

g Jud it and knowing [ndia, will consider that the vices of
scurrility and sedition—such as have been understood by the great paper—
claim no proportion in any measure commensurate with the extent and
the strength of the country. The following passages have becn selected
from some obscure papers and telegraphed from Calcutta to the London
Times, which has consequently come out with an article a little too serious
than the circumstance actually demanded. If we should have to quote such
passages at first hand, we would be fully ashamed to do it, unless we
subjected them to a rigid criticism, Here are some of the passages which
the telegraphic correspondent of the Times has made historically famous :—=

“ The fiendish Englishmen say laughingly that the people of Madras
% died of starvarion because they were improvident, If those whotti they
““have robbed of everything lament, the fiendish Englishmen call them
“rebels. To beg for employment is impertinence, They call men idie if
¢ they cannot work on account of weakness caused by insufficient food,”
[The name of the paper from which this is quoted is not given.—Ed.]

‘ Foreigners have taken possession of India and are sucking her dry.
“The people of India look on in a helpless manner, Their best interests
 are sacrificed for the benefit of the English, Over and above this,
“ the innocent natives are insulted and killed. At every step the people
¢ send up a cry for succour, when the English whip or the English kick falls
“upon them. The demons are engaged, heart and soul, in violating the’
“chastity and taking the lives of Indian females. What a heart-rending
‘“yeene! It is a matter of regret that the people of India do not gird up
“ their loins to get rid of the oppression of white men.”

¢ Justice Norris did not hesitate even to perjure himself on the Bench,
“Perjury did we say ? Yes; for didynot Justice Norris take oath to be a
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« conscientious Judge when he accepted his appointment #” [Name of the
paper not given.—Ed.]

The Native Press has always admitted that a part of it employs language
so low and violent that we would sincerely desire for its suppression—if for
nothing else for merely the reputation of native journals in general. The
rabid part, however, forms but a very small part of their circulation, The
influence of tlte Native Press, taken as a whole, is almost 7/ in so far as the
enormous multitude is concerned. It tells on the educated classes,
illiterate fanatics and the reading aristocrats for good or evil,  The Native
Press, in a greater part, uses enlightened language, now and then some
strong language, but certainly not the language of scurrility employed by a
very small portion of it indeed. The frantic declarations that a few
journals may give vent to in India, have not as yet produced any resule
worth noting beyond making a few schoolboys saucy, or some exceptional
upstarts insolent and noisy. But a few of “ the natve newspapers ” have
indulged in the scurrilous tone, and not them, as a body, as the urgent
message conveys to the notice of the Briush public, “Our Indian
“ dominions have a share in the happiness which proverbially belongs to
“ nations that have no history.” The telegram has, however, marred this
happiness :—*‘ Unfortunately this tranguillity is niot destined, it seems, to
“ be enduring. In the telegrams of our Calcutta Correspondent exciting
“topics, or, at least, topice which Anglo Indians consider exciting, have
“again begun to muke their appearance.” The happiness of a large
continent like India may be said to be disturbed if ever the atmosphere of
a hall can be vitiated by the attack of some nasty smelling bees on a rainy
evening, which love to hover round the lights, It is urged, and we quite
agree, that the above quotations arc as outrageous a those of 1878, which
moved Lord Lytton to pass the Vernacular Press Act. curbing the violence
of the lower orders of the native journals, But how can the effusions of
some ill-ordered minds be cited as a strange result, considering that it
appears “ under the rule of a Governor-General who has striven to con~
“ ciliate native opinion and native sentiment by every form of concession
“and indulgence " These concessions are always made on specific and
general grounds which have no direct bearing on the activity or the dor-
mancy of rabid writers. A disappointed or an ill-conditioned writer, devoid
of culture, will take any incident on which to hang a thrilling tale, while a
most beloved Viceroy may shower every possible bliss on the natives of the
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country, “‘ The absurdity of the charges put forward in the native
““ journals [a few of the odscure native journals be pleased to mention on w
“ future occasion,—Ed.] is almost surpassed by their malignity of purpose
“and their grotesque style.” Quite so. But furtheron : = The
“ patriotic fervourof a Bengali Baboo who deplores the humiliations
“inflicted by narrow-hecarted Englishmen,” or “a brave prince like
“Holkar, is a curious flight of fancy, for the writer is probably as well
“aware as any one, though he presumes, with good reason, on the
“ignorance of his readers, that if Holkar and the Mahrattas were not
“ constrained by the Pax Bratannica, the people of Bengal would be trampled
“ under their horse hoofs or crouching at their stirrups.” The flight of
fancy is only a little lzss curious than our contemporary’s own imagination
about the Mahratta kingdoms which are a good deal changed, but which
being in an embryo condition of the modern times can hardly deserve the
epithets applied to them. What may be applicable to one set of
circumstances can hardly be applicable to another, and a radically
differing, set of circumstances, The Native Press has always ac-
knowledged, however, what confusion might ensue on the with-
drawal of the British power from India. But the first is as improbable
an event as the second, Hec¢ must be a hopelessly crazy man
who said, “ it is matter for rcgret that the people of India do not
“ gird up their loins to get rid of the oppression of white men.” Nene
excepting those who starve and are fanatic can ever express this,
They cannot, however, interfere with the tranquillity of the country.
It is not easy for a foreign press to know exactly the sources—if any
—whence sedition in some papers is generated, But the Timer is not
backward in guessing the character of such sources. “ In the East
* Bazar rumours have always been thought to indicate that some mischief
“ is brewing, and the writing in the Vernacular Press is nothing more than
« a2 modernized edition of bazar rumours, stiffened and stereotyped and
“ made absurd beyond all former experience by passing into the mould of
“g foreign and distorted literary style. * * * Whether it is the
« renewal of the activity of Russia beyond the Afghan frontier, or the
« amhiguous attitude of some of the native princes and the magnitude of
“ their armies, which have now set disturbing rumours afloat in the bazars
« and sent their echoes resounding through the Vernacular Press, it would
« be difficult to say,” No bonest politfcian 1n India, whether he be Native
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or European, can so easily and directly trace the foolish writings of violent
journals, to either an inspiration from the Bazars, the Native Courts, or
any imaginary organization breathing from the side of Central Asia. It is
often found that half-illiterate or semi-starving writers might advocate the
cause of a Native State in the most violent style, though that State might
not have the least relation with them, Out of mere personal vice or
vanity, or4nfluenced by a delusive and scanty knowledge of what goes on
in Buropean societies, they may indulge in all sorts of braggardism for
which not even the most suspicious bazars may be responsibie—almost
invariably, It is expected that some native princes might not always be
satisfied with all that may be done in their connection by the Britlsh
Government. The artitude of such princes towards the Paramount Power
may be * ambiguous.” Before, however, we can so seriously conggrue such
an attitude into a dicleyal one, the public will certainly demand proof, and
are hardly likely to accept the verdict of the Zimes as at all just or true.
No amount of blasphemous language employed in the public in the way it
has been, can ever warrant us to conncct 1t with erther a multirnde or a
native court, While Lord Lytton’s Press Act was introduced in the
Supreme Council —even on such a serious contingency as that—we do not
remember arny instance of this sort cited in support of the bill. The
India Council, though not vetoing the Act, insisted on its provisions being
made less stringent than they were, If ever a2 multitude or a native court
instigated the Press to arraign itself against the Government, that was
surely the occasion when this might have been hinted. It is more just
to put down the offensive ebullitions of the excitable and neglected portion
of the Press—to quote the happy words of our illustrious contemporary—
to a “ modernized edition” of * reckless and <uperficial speech of irrespon-
“ sible thinkers stiffened and stercotyped, and made absurd beyond all
¢ former erperience by passing into the mould of a foreign and distorted
« literary style,” than to any supposed or real influential embodiment of
sedition in India, “ The millions of peasant cultivators, artisans and
‘¢ petty tradezs have nothing to gain by frightening Lord Ripon’s Govern-
“ ment,” though * it is not so with the self-interest and the vanity of the
“ writers noticed.” Whete is the harm, then, done to the tranquillity of
India ?

We hope to have clearly proved how absurd it is to talk of the Native
Press when it is the minor and Ginwise portion of it which entirely
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attracts unfavorable attention. Take the mass of its writings, and its fair-
ness and intelligence must far, far outweigh the rubbish to which so much
prominence has been given, Ifthe Anglo-Indian journals were only to be
kinder to their native brethren in the press in allowing it a free access to
their columns, we shall hear much less of such sensational effects as the
Times has just been able to produce. The more influential journals of the
country might with advantage quote the able and loyal writings which not
.unfrequently appear in the respectable portion of the Native Press.

We wouald rather hesitate in mixing up, a» the Thunderer has done, the
recent action of the Calcutta Municipal Commissioners with that of the
over-zealous writers in a part of the Bengal Press. If we admit that there
was any failure on the part of that body, it has no immediate, nor a notable,
connectién with the journalistic rabidness displayed in Bengal, The
partial inefficiency of the Calcutta Board is owing to complicated causes, in
which all the officials and non-officials are involved. Whatever the
urgency of the governmental actien, the plight to which the Board there
has been unfortunately reduced has nothing whatever in common with the
derangement displayed by fantastic public men, whe have followed their
own special instincts, We are sure, had rhbe Zimes heen well-informed, it
would have refrained from throwing a slight on the Calcutta Board in
direct reference to the alleged Indian sedition, which, by no meang, is
national, or even scctarian, considering our varied and numerous populations.

Most of us would be inclined to thank the 7imes for frankly telling us
what even hasty impressions of the people of England are likely to be
when its administration is coursely assailed by any of its subjects, The
Times of India gave us the true solution of the difficulty when it laughed
out the silly effusions, and suggested a remedy to be adopted by the
better class of native journals meeting them every time with a little good-
natured ridicule, We strongly think that this remedy ought to be consis-
tently followed in the interests of the Native Press itself, if for nothing
more, Every respectable journal will find hard to tolerate a language
employed in the public, which is calculated ere long to give rise to such
race animosities as might defy then all such endeavours as may now be
employed with some certainty, Ridicule ridicule, therefore, any disgust-
ing stuff appearing in the prints we have noticed, and such as the Londes .
Times has done a service in placing before the public, however incorrect
its inferences have been, —215¢ September, 1884.
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Tue imes of India gave a concise account on Tuesday last of a meeting
of nauve gentlemen held ac Bombay to organise a
Committec for despatching to, and publishing in,
London the essence of native public opinton on the
various burning questions which agitate the public mind i India from
day to day.’ The prevailling sentiment of the meeting was that as the
telegraphic despatches sent from India to the London Zime have often dis-
torted and exaggerarcd facts calculated to prejudice the interests of educated
India, it has become desirable that a telegraphic service from an opposite
pomnt of view should be cstablished 1n Bombay, so that misrepresentations
promulgatcd 1n England may be corrected, and the facts with reference to
the true spirit and aims of the Indian people may be latd with promptitude
before the Fnghieh Miutstry and the public, The following gentlemen
have taken a lead in cstablishing the telegraphic service, for which 1t 1s
expected that as much capital will be collected 1n the shape of donations,
&g, as would fetch an interest amounting to Rs, 12,000 required for giving
effect to the Commuttee’s object. The leaders of the movement are .—

Professor Wordsworth, Sir W, Wedderburn, Dr Peterson, Mr, A. O,
Hume, the Honble K T Teclang, Messrs P M. Mchta, Dadabha
Navroy, Nowrozpp Furdunp, Mahadev Govind Ranade, R. M. Sayani,
F.R. Vicaj, Waman Abapy Modack, Javenlal Umiashunker, Shunker
Pandurang Pandir, K. N, Kabrajp, B, M. Malabari, Dinshaw Edalj1 Vachs,
J. A, Dalal, Damodur Thakursey

A provisional Commitree will be appointed with authority to send a
weekly summary of ncws and extracts of opinlons on important political
questions of the day to one of the daily newspapers in London, the choice
of the paper being left to the discretion of the Commuttee,

Indian Public Opinion
mn England

The importance of this movement cannot be over-estimated as emanat-
ing from the rising as well as the veteran gentry of Bombay, The neces-
sity of spreading the public opinton of India in the British Isles was pointed
out 1n a practical form by the present writer to some influential gentlemen
in Bombay much more than a decade ago, when the scheme was not then
deemed feasible The aim of that scheme was that events in India
required that a powerful journal should be started i London wholly
conducted by native writers of reputation and experience to acquaint
the people of England with the best and safest views affecting the
public mterests of India as independent 1n themselves as also affecting the
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privileges and integrity of the British Empire. The Fditor for the journsl’
was to be selected in India—a thoroughly patriotic and'veteran native ;and
the organ was to be entirely devoted to a dispassionate and vigorous discug-
sion of the Indian questions in England, so as to effectually train public
opinion of England on the spot on all matters transported to England,
or originated there, in reference to India, Besides guiding the public
agitation of Indian matters, one of the other important features of the
journal was to be a series of sketches given from time to time of the
statesmen, heroes, znd reformers of English and Indian extraction, who in
times past laboured towards the end of kingdoms and empire, or in variously
helping on and consolidating the various communities of India. Again,
the politics of Great Britain, Europe and Asia in general, were to be dis-
cusged from the point of view which the increasing vitality of the East
and a complete unification of all the ancient and modern continents might
suggest. In short, the proposal was to create a powerful public opinion in
England in behalf of India, which would accelerate its various points of
progress at the same time that it sympathized with the traditions #nd
genius of the Brirish Lion,

The movement under notice seems to us as being a brief preamble of
the above measure. The good people of Bombay and Calcurta will find
in a short time the telegraphic despatches to be entirely inadequate which
will be more than overcome by the force of Anglo-Indian opinion, JThe
short messages are sure to be ridiculed by the torrential Anglo-Indian and
other opinions, which will find vent in the journals of England. Asa
starting step, however, we hail it with deep interest, and wush it the full
success it undoubredly deserves.

The only regret is that gentlemen in Bembay sheuld at all have prescribed
the reason for establishing the service in the way thev have done,
The manner in which they have proceeded to work out the scheme
might produce those first prejudices against a2 public measure which
always ought to be avoided. What's the use of proclaiming to the
world that since a certain correspondent of a certain journal has
habitually used misrepresentations in his telegraphic missives to a certain
influential journal in London, that, thercfore, the present measure is takem
to foil that correspondent? We do not think this to be the most agreeable
method of interesting & very powerful and universal community in matters
of our weal or woe. We oaght not te make such an importapt start by.an
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exhibition of such a pointed motive, nor by expressly seeking the depreciation
of the leading exponent of the public of Great Britain and Ireland. We
have ourselves not unfrequently dissented from some of the serious opinions
of the Zimes, and unravelled its fallacies of principles and views in regard
to the manner and spirit in which Great Britain has to discharge its duty
towards India. What may always be temperately urged in the course of a
controversy cannot be erected into a repugnant prime motive in the
conduct of a very powerful organ, whose good graces ought to be conciliated
by us while setting on foot an important movement like the present, The
public of Bombay should not make too light of the influence exercised by
the London Zimes which is immeasurably superior to what we should
be able to exercise for some time yet in England, Whatever the incon-
stancy of the Zimes, it may bz admitted that we shall not be able
for a long time tu come to shake the esteem in which the Zhunderer is
widely held in England,——that is, if the task falls within the range of
possibility, We would, the.efore, venture to advise the leaders of Rombay
not to be too sanguine, nor enter 1to any rivalry with either the Zimes, or
its Calcutta correspondent. The most feasible policy would be to select
questions without any reference to the personal opinions of any correspon-
dent, or journalist. The people in England should not be carried away by
the impression that a coteric of native gentlemen in India have organized
themselves to forward their own interests and echdcavour to lower the
favourite journal in their estimation. The motives and scope of the policy
of the worthy Bombay leaders being entirelv honorable and commendable,
we do not desire that such an admirable business should ecven seemingly
assume any party passion or prejudice, While we desire that the faith of
the Englanders should be shaken in the really inimical efforts made in
England, should we not carefully refram from any speech or action
which wouald at once put on a form of an opposite party combina-
tion? We regret, therefare, that the ostensible reason for adopting the
measure under notice put forward should have been the one of which the
patriots of Eombay have made no secret.  There is nothing which suits so
well the genius and the vanity of the British nation as an impersonal and
skilful handling of political questions ; but the Bombay gentlemen have
too frankly shown their hands, and we would only wish that everything
would go on successfully, Meanwhile we would strongly urge on lndian
lcaders to go,to the very beart of the British nation, and there establish &
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moderatc and a vigorous, constant-speaking organ ,in behalf of Indig,.
‘There is no venture which deserves a betrer patriotic support than the one

we have noticed above. Both the wealthy and the enlightened ought to be

interested in a project which besides advocating Indian interests just on

occasions when that advocacy is most needed on the spot, might also kelp

to enlighten us with those sccrets which have secured unrivalled prosperity

and advance to the British Isles, and which would be of such great use to

the commercial, industrial, and literary members of the Indian populrtions.

Native gentlemen selected for corducting 2 journal in London, which
might aptly be named Zke Sur, or The Light from the East, should be
of a thoroughly tried character, of deep and various experience, and true
patriotic natives of India, the whole concern being supervised by an
influential and public-spirited Committee in Bombay, aided by
supplementary committees in other parts of India, We ask the Vorce of
Irdiz to put the suggestion about this scheme in circulation throughout
India. We are sure the time 1s #om ripe, when some philanthropic gentle-
man can successfully idenuify himself with the execution of this humane
measure of considerable relief and protection both to India and England,

—25th Fanuary, 1885.

Tue visit of so gifted and so influential a politician like Lord Randolph

Poliical activity n  Churchill to India 15 an event of some importance
Bombay. for the fruit it 1s likely to bear in the immediate
fature, Our young friend, Mr, B. M. Malabari, did well in arranging for
an interview between his Lordship and some of the political leaders of
Bombay at the Indian Spectator office, Among the few invited, there weie
present the Hon'ble Budrudin Tyebji, the Hon’ble K. T. Telang, Mr.
Dadabhai Navroji, Mr. P. M. Mehta and Mr. Nowrozji Furdoonji.
The conference lasted for about two hours, during which the interviewers
endeavoured to acquaint the Lord with some of the main grievances
affecting the interests of the various communitics and. peoples of India.
The questions touched upon related to the obstructions which existed in
native admissions to the Covenanted and Uncovenanted Civil Services
and the Legislative Councils of India, as also bearing on the publicity of
the annual budgets as now obtained i India and England, the annuel
heavy drain on the resources of india on account of the Home Charges, and
the absence of Parliamentary guarant®e on India’s public debt, We have
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ourselves so often discussed these questions and even thrown out supges-
tions of practical importance that we shall not seriously discuss them
to-day, but pass on to a general observation which the kind visit of his
Lordship to India suggests to us,

The answer of his Lordship to the interviewers was rather disappoint-
ing. He observed that though he listened to them with pleasure the
questions to which his attention was drawn were of such vast and com-
plex character like the country and its people, that each of them, he said,
would demand a study of years to acquire a full mastery over it. We
scarcely think that such a long time would be necessary to understand the
questions brought to his Lordship’s notice. Probably his Lordship
thought this the best way of avoiding the responsibilicy of expressing
opinions and views which may not suit the present condition of the
gevermuent ol the country, and which may excite the disapproval or dis-
pleasure of either of the two great parties in India. It would not surprise
us if he did not find himself prepared to deal authoritatively with the
gnestions brought to his notice, He may be influenced by a genuine and
laudable desire not to say anything which may, perhaps, tend to embarrass
the administration of Lord Duflerin just when the Viceroy is committed
to adeep study of the questions which either apparently agitate the
country, or silently affect its interests. Lord Randolph was, how-
ever, unreserved on one point. ‘““He suggested that narives of India
“ could not do better than send deputations from this country to England
“consisting of such of their friends as thoroughly knew these questions, for
“the purpose of interesting members of Parliament and others in them,
“ Unless they moved actively in the matter it was vain for them to expect
‘ English politicians to evince that interest in Indian questions which they
“wished him to do,” Lord Randolph has at any rate made a valuable sug-
gestion. To take measures to interest thd members of Parliament in the
progress of Indian questions means that the leaders at Bombay and else-
where shouid themselves be identified with them more closely than ever,
and initiate a very important practical movement,

The establishment of a telegraphic service and a reformed political
association in Bombay must pave the way to open that intimate intercourse
with the Englisn Parliament, which must, in future, be the necessary con-
dition of political existence in India. We are very happy to notice that
since we dwelt on the lamentable necessity ot starting a Central Political
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Association in Bombay as the parent institution of the Poona Sarwajamik
and other like Sabhas in the Presidency, actual steps have been taken to
start a head Association in Bombay, We warmly congratulate Mr. Dada~
bhai Navroji, the Hon’ble Mr. Telang, the Hon’ble Mr, Budrudin,
Messrs. Nowrozji and Pherozshah Mehta for the activity they have dis-
played in organising a grand meeting for establishing the Association,
We call upon the princes and leaders in Gujerat and Kattywar to support
the project substantially, as well as with their moral influence. That all
may be able to join the movement, we have no doubt the first meeting
contemplated in Bombay will do nothing more than dwell on the broad
questions of the pubiic benefit which India in these days so sadly wants.
We need not especially trouble ourselves with what individual politicians
or journalists may say about India. The basis of the Association should
be temperate and effective representation of large questions of interest to
the largest possible numbers of the country.

If the projected Association is expected to fulfil the function suitable to
the present times, it must be especially represented by constant and power-
ful organs in India, but especially in London. One of our strongest
contentions of years is that India should be represented by a powerful
journal in England. The suggestion of Lord Randolph that deputations
should be sent to England to interest members of Parliament in Indian
questions, commendable as it is, should be supplemented by a more abiding
measure in the founding of a powerful daily organ in the metropolis of
Great Britain. It would often be impracticable to reach the British Lion
by occasional petitions or deputations. The members of Parliament and
the British public should be daily and hourly instructed as to the public
needs of the country before any noteable or abiding impressions can be
made on them in a manner that would benefit both India and England,
and strengthen and permanence the peace and prosperity of the Queen’s
Eastern Empire. Ample mecans should be provided to conduct the said
journal in a thoroughly independent and active manner sp that it may be
able to claim the respect and esteem of the British statesmen and the people.
Considering the dense ignorance existing in England on Indian subjects, the
natural tendency of the British people to be led away by party predominance
and the oracular assertions of the London press ; consideringalso that the
present influence exercised in a spasmodic way is almost lost on the
English Parliament, the real instruméht which can tell on such a powerful
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people as the English is only a daily journal printed and published in Lendon
entirely by competent native agency, 1t is the Sumor the Light from the East,taking
its birthin our Queen’s Metropolis, which can shed true light on Indian
topics, and illuminate the uninformed minds of both Houses of Parliament,
the Ministry, and the people at large of England, We beg the leaders of
Bombay not to beat about the bush, but go direct to the point of action,
and skilfully and courageously adopt 2 measure which will directly tell on
the minds of the British people, Let the Indian rays of light be shed
there clearly and coustantly as the Sun acts from day to day, the measure
being worked by an honest, patriotic and wiscly and honorably active native
agency, working on broad national principles affecting the good of no par-
ticular clique but of the whole of the Indian continent and the Eastern
Fmpire at large. The vrgan to be established should reflect the views of
the Great Native India, whatever the caste clements making up that
power, India must then act in cympathy with all the Kingdoms in Europe
and Asia and such of the European and Asiatic Kingdoms which can act
beneficially on the Native Kingdoms of Asia, as the Biitish power now docs
on the Indian territorics at large, Surely a journal of such Eastern light
cannot in course of time fail to secure the influence of the British Empire
and of all the prominent Native States in India, Asia and Europe. Instcad
of frittering away our resources in the limited and chance-work way we
do, a National Association should make its articulation felt in the manner we
have respectfully pointed out, Create this telling influence in the heart of
the British nation, and then exercise it vigilantly and quietly,but in a constant
and respectful manner, and thensee what the fruits of this righteous and cauti-
ous action will be in the course of the very first five years of the existence of
the journal wve would wish to see started in London.—1st February, 1885.

Tue establishment of a Native Political Association in Bombay as
declared 1n a public meeting held in Bombay two
weeks ago, is an cvent of some importance in the
current Indian politics. ‘That the Association is
headed by the Parsi Baronet, its operations being closely watched by able
native patriots like the Hon’ble K, T. Telang, C.I.LE., the Hon’ble Mr.
Budrudin Tyebji, Seths P,,M. Mechta, Dadabhai Navroji, Nowrosiji
Furdunji, is at once a guarantee that our political affairs rest in competent
hands. It is an interesting task to motice the first proceedings which were*

A Political Meet-
ing at Bombay.
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presided over by the young and worthy Baronet, Sir Jamsetji Jeejibhoy.
As he said, the necessity for this organization has been doubly felt owing to
Lord Ripon’s regime having given fresh force to native public opinion,
This view as well as the other one of the Parsi knight stating that the
present Viceroy desires to follow the same line of policy as has been chalked
out by his predecessor, would have been objected to by anti-native critics,
but for the qualifying assertion of Sir Jamsetji that “the true interests of
“ this country, as every capable judge admits, are identical with the true
“interests of Great Britain.,” It is a miufortune that there are many
influential people in India and England who do not admit the correctness
of this theory and thus retard the progress of the country,

The Hon’ble Mr, Budrudin Tyebji very eloquently showed wﬁy Bombay
should have its own political association, and a national one, as affecting
the interests of the Indian Empire at large :—

€71t is, I think, with nations as with individuals that with the growth of political life new
aspirations arise, and these aspirations require an organization to give them due expression, and
the organization in its turn watches, regulates, develops and directs national aspirations, Now,
gentlemen, it cannot be denied that a city like Bombay, the capital, I may say, of West India,
with its vast population, with its keen and intense political life, a city which has been described
by eminent statesmen as the chief and best centre of political thought in India, ought to possess
a well organized, strong, and true national association for the purpuse of watching the interests
of thiscountry, It is perfectly true that there is in our midst a branch of the East India
Assaciation, which has no doubt for many years done good service to the people of this country.
But that branch was established rather in ail of the parent association in England than a8 an
independent association in this country. Tt no doubt served temporarily to fill the gap that was
created by the death, if T may use the expression, of the Iate Bombay Assoclation, But, gentle-
men, I think the time is come when temporary measures of this kind should be set aside, and &
political association that may be called a truly national association should be founded upon a
permanent basis, Gentlemen, Bombay cannot afford to be satisfied with the branch of any
association, however powerful, eminent, or useful that assuciation may be  Bombay, I say—as
the chief centre of political thought in India, ought to possess an association worthy of its
greatness, wor.thy of its active political life and political Listory (cheers)—an association which
shall not merely follow the sentiments and movements of our friends in England, but rather
in a measure lead them, Gentlemen, I feel therefore that we are performing a great duty this
evening in laying the foundation of such an association.” ) '

It is one of the signs of the times when we have a Mahomedan gentle-
man furtheron admitting that the Western enlightcnment tends to unite
the disccrdant nations of India into one, and that their aspirations being
made commeon, their effect on the country is to gain for it greater freedom
-and privileges. at the same time that the strength and security of the
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Empire are increased, and the bonds of friendshio and of harmony “ which
““at present happily exist between Her Majesty’s Eastern and Western
“Empires drawn closer together.” The most violent opponent of native
interests will hardly demur to the proposition put forth by the hon’ble
gentleman, which the Association has promised tobear in mind from its
very cradle, He wisely said : “1I trust that in times of excitement and
““agitation it may exercise a moderating influence upon the popular feeling,
“ Above all, gentlemen, I think it must not confound real independence
“with that petulant and carping spirit which can see no good in any
““ Government measure and detect nothing for the benefit of the pzople of
““this country.,” Perhaps this is the first time we find an important prin-
ciple of patriotic action enunciated in a public meeting as led by the distin-
guished band of patriots whom we have already named. The difficulty
which will now be felt is to apply this principle in practice, We have
no doubt they will overcome thedifficulty, Buc there is a  still greater
difficulty to overcome dwelt upon by ourselves very recently, That
difficulty relates especially to the study of financial and military problems
as to which our politicians have yet to evince a knowledge and insight at
least as great as those of the actual administrators.

Short as the Hon’ble Mr, K. T. Telang’s speech was—whom the public
would always desire to hear at length as being an effective, sensible and
experienced orator—he must have gratified the meeting by disclosing the
material resources already gained for conducting the Association. This
short speech we quote entire, calling upon the people and the princes of
the Presidency who are interested in our political advance to contribute
their rescurces to the vigorous working of the Association :—

“ The object of the meeting has been so often discussed during the past few years, that it will
be a work of supererogation to say anything in support of it, There 15 only one remark which
I should like *o make at this meeting with reference to 1t, namely, that the response which has
been reccived to the call made by myself and my friends for help from the public of Bombay is
a response which has completely satisfied us all. Weare in a position to announce that nearly
three hundred gentlemen have already consented to register themselves as subscribers to this
association, (Cheers,} But what we regard to be more important is this, that nearly forty-five
gentlemen have promised donations of Rs. 300 each, which will form the nucleus of a permanent
fund for the association, (Cheers.) Now I will not be understood to say that this is at all
a large sum, but it will be necessary to supplement it hereafter, and I have no doubt that the
public of Bombay will help us in that matter in the same way as it has already helped us hy
giving ws 50 many annual subscribers, I may say that the response hitherto given to our invita-
tion is such as is calculated to cheer us on in fiis work, and onc which I think may be treated
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a8 a respectable responsc at this stage of the association, But so far as things have progressed, 1
think we may all congratulate ourselves on the satisfactory results achisved, When we have
any work on hand well begun, 1t1s smid to be half-done, and I think we have more than well
begun this undertaking  (Cheers,)”

Mr. P. M. Mchta quoted a most appropriate extract from one of the
old speeches of the Earl of Dufferin addressed to the citizens of Quebec,
in which the noble Lord exhorted them to sacrifice some of their means
and letsure 1n the pursuit of the sclf-government of their country. The
extract is so 1mportant, so cloquent, and so admirably suited rhe
object of the meeting which Mr. Mchta addressed that we must thank

him for putting 1t 1n a promunent light as below .—

“ 1 cannot help wishing to express the extreme satisfacion which T experience 1n observing
with what alacnty and self-abnegation the chi*f citizens of Quebec, gentlemen whose private
occupations and engagements must be extremely absorbing, are content to sacrifice their
domestic lewsure and the interests of their private business in order to give their time and
attention to the public service  Gentlemen, I tahe it that therc1s no more healthy sign of
naional life than this, or rather that there would be no more fatal udication of an unpatriotic
selfish, and despicable spirit, than were what are called the business-men of the country, that 1s
to say, those persons who, by their education, character, habits, and intelligence, are best fitted
to serve her, being tempted by an over-absorption in their private business to abstamn from all
contact with pub'ic aftairs, and from a due partiipation 1n the onerous and honorable strife of
municipal or parhamentary politics  Were such a defectiun on the part of the most intelligent,
energetic, and high-principled men of the country tu prevail, the conscquence would be that the
direction of its affairs wou'd fall into the hands of corrupt adventurer, and trading politicians,
and that the moral tone of the nation as a nation would deteriorate throughout every stratum
of society , and what T ask, 15 the worth of the largest fortune in the world, of the most
luxu: us mar n of all the refinements and amemities ¢ civilization, if we cannot be proud of
the country 1n which we enjoy them, if we cannot claim part in the progress and history of our
country, if our hearts do not throb in unison with the vital pulse of the national existence, if we
merely cling to 1t as parasites cling to a growth of rotten vegeration Of course, 1 do mot
mean to imply that we should all insist on being Prime Ministers Secretary of State, or Mayors,
or Members of Parliament, or Town Councillors. Such aspirations toall would be neither useful
nor desirable, A large proportion of the energies of the community must be always employed,
1n butlaing up its mercantile, manufacturing, and agricultural status, and in its lesrned profes-
sions , but I venture to think that no one, especially 1n 4 young country, no matter what hi
occupation, should consider himself justified in dissociatiog himself altogethér from all contact
with political aftairs. The busiest of us can examine, analyse, and Judge, we can all
canvass, vote, protest, and centend for our op , we can all feel that we are active members
of a young commonwealth, whose future prospects and prosperity depend upon the degree of
patriotism, self-sacrifice, and devotion with which we apply our energies 1n our several stations
to her material, moral and political development.”

These words shrewdly quoted will serve to remind our present Viceroy
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of what the natives of India may expect on his hands, as well as instruct
the latter as to the responsibilities which they would incur in assuming the
aspirations which the Earl of Dufferin has so forcibly pointed out as being
a requisite feature of a noble and powerful citizenship. It is, hewever,
one thing to be animated by noble thoughts placed before us, and
another to putsue legitimate ends in consonance with them., The diffi-
culty lies in rendering abstract ideas, however well developed and gene-
rous, consonant with the business instincts which can fully fall in with the
times and circumstances of the place where such abstract 1deas are sought
to be utilized. Even in patriots whose feelings and sentiments are 0 be
s0o much commended, we should prefer to see a practical force generated
much more than a simple desire for securing larger rights and privileges
for natives in general,  What scems essential in the present state of things
in India is that we should all unite to practically sympathize with the
higher forms of British administration, and, while thus laying practical
services at irs disposal, share in the glony of perfecting the consolidation of
the Indian Empire. We bescech the distinguished Bombay leaders to
comprehend the gravity of the military situation in India. Their efforts
should be directed to bring about an effective conference of the suzerain
power with its fecudatorics on the question of reforming their forces on
mutually creditable and useful principles, and once for all to accomplish the
permanent object of so securing India to itself that it can always present
an impregnable barrier to its present and future foes without being placed
at the mercies of the dangerously shifung politics of Great Britain.
We respectfully insist on public men in India inducing the Government
to secure once for all the permanent security of India as mostly dependent
on its own military rcsoutces, which we have always pointed out as being_
abundant, if only earnestly considered and frankly and honorably utilized.
The military problem is not the only onc imperatively needing a satisfac-
tory solution, though at the present moment it surpasses every other in
respect of imperial urgency. Unless the worthy leaders at Bombay show
themselves deeply alive to the dire necessity of immediately augmenting
the defences of India, it is hardly likely that the public and the Govern-
ment of England will be moved to take up the question in a thoroughly
earnest spirit. As the state of things now appear, is it not possible that
our safety on any unforeseen contingency might drift into an helplessness,
certainly not so bad as has appeared in the affairs of Egypt for the last few
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years, but nevertheless such as may cause great anxiety, Where is the
man in India who can pronounce a confident opinion as’regards its safety
as influenced by the numerous unknown complications which have ensued
from the favorable and unfavorable aspirations, traditions, and prejudices
of the various powerful nations of the West and the East ? What sagacious
politician in India will refuse to believe that such difficulties as those in
Egypt, on our own frontiers, and those connected with some of the
European and Asiatic States may onc day endanger the peace of India I—
e5¢h February, 1885,

Wk feel greatly interested in the cuncise account given by Lord Randolph
o Randolph Churchill of his rccent. tour in India, and have,
Churchill on his Tour  therefore, great pleasure iu producing it below. We
n Ladue are specially gratified to publish it for the edification
of our readers, as itis singularly truthful, unsensational and modest. What
amount of harm is done to India when some of those who visit it give an
exaggerated and unsympathetic account of Indian affairs! Young India
ought not to be too fond of such feeling accounts, because the real wants
and necessitics of India are concealed under the ludicrous and sensational
pictures sought to be pourtrayed by those who, though exceedingly well-
meaning, are incapable of controlling their temper and judgment when
they hear that affairs in India do not improve and progress as fast as they
do in America or England. What a simple and quiet account did our
good and noble Lord give to his interviewers about what he saw in India,
which ought to have had a wonderful effect on those personages who pro-
bably desired to report some startling stories as emanating from him, for
did they not know what high-pitched things were lately narrated in the
London periodicals? Lord Randolph frankly stated that, considering the
present political crisis in India, he would refrain from’ laying much stress
on the conditions in vogue there. He wondered, and very rightly too,
that a large number of politicians of England did not visit India and study
public questions on the very grand scale which our country so well
afforded. We expect immense good to India if his Lordship’s suggestion
were adopted by his brother noblemen and the members of Parliament,
who consider that the elysium of the Earth is comprised only in the tight
British Isles, The Reporters must have been amazed to know from the
noble Lord that he did nec find any piching starvation or poverty among
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the pessantry in India, and that the recent railway extensions in the Bom-
bay Presidency must render any widespread famine in the Deccan im-
possible.  'We would rather now allow the account we have spoken of to
narrate the results of Lord Randolph’s memorable and extensive journey
in India, which we may be permitted to hope his Lordship will fully
record in a spitable volume, which, further, we may be allowed to hope,
he may present to India in return for what interest it may have roused in
his.mind while touring through its principal districts :—

Lord Randolph Churchill arrived in London on the 7th instant, A
representative of the Press Association had an interview with his Lordship
on the 8th instant and obtained from him an account of his extended tour
in India, His Lordship said that in view of the Russian advance in
Afghanistan, which naturally excited so much anaiety in the public mind,
he felo reiuctant to enter fully at present into his impressions of the
political opinions and condition of our Indian fellow-subjects, The same
question as to Afghanistan was now uppermost 1n the minds of all Indians
who tuck any degree of interest in politics, and for the time ha' quite
superseded in their attention all local controversies or discussions about
local self government and other matters of that kind Their attitude
towards the frontier question could scarccly be described as one of
anxiety, but rather as one of intelligent curiosity as to the eventful resule
of the communications now passing between Great Britain and Russia on
the subject. In reply to further questions, his lordship proceeded : * I
have been absent from Eugland 125 days, and find that I have travelled
no less than 22,800 miles, showing how much can be accomplished in the
present day within a very short peried. Throughout my whole tour I
was received with the utmost hospitality and kindness on every hand, I
derived from various sources very much information that I could not
otherwise have obtained about our Indian Empire, and what I have learned
naturally stimulated my interest in 1ts welfare ; but after a compara-
tively short and hurried tour I do not feel quite warranted in at once
giving any positive opinion as to its present condition, progress, or future
prospects, I think, however, that people in this country have very little
real idea of the extraordinary attractiveness of Indian travel, and the
great importance cf the interests involved. It is now a matter of intense
surprise to me that a far larger number of our fellow-countrymen, especially
those of them who are active politicians, do not visit our great Empire in
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the East, all political problems in India being solved on such an enormous
scale, that a study of them or the spot cannot but open the minds and
enlarge the ideas of visitors, Lord Salisbury has said that, if we wonld
understand the Russian question, we should study it on large maps, and
everything in India is on so vast a scale that political questions may be
studied there as upon a large map, The people of India feel it a dis«
advantage that there is such a tremendous gap between them and the
British public, everything which concerns them has to filter to us through
s0 many officials and by means of the formalities of a Government bureau,
that their natural views and feelings are never put quite fully or fairly
before the people of Great Britain, and they are, therefore, very glad to
welcome any politician to whom they can talk freely upon subjects which
chiefly affect them.” Asked for an account of his route, Lord Randolph
said : “I went from Bombay to Poona, and travelled thence to the very
interesting old state of Beejapore, in the Southern Mahratta Country, thence
to Bombay. I next journeyed to Indore, and stayed there with Sir Lepel
‘Griffin, with whom I hid an opportunity of visiting the important military
cantonments of Mhow, At Indore I saw the Maharajah Holkar and his
court, From that puint I accompanied Sir Lepel to Gwalior, where I met
the Maharajah Scindra, when I had an opporctunity of sceing his Highness’s
army. There were 7,000 men on parade, and speaking as a civilian, with-
out professing much military knowlcdge, T should say that their drill
and manceuvring was cqaal to almost any British force. But they are only
armed with the old ** Brown Bess,” It may equally be said cfalmost all
the native troops in the various States that for modern military purposes
they are practically unarmed. The account which ~ir Lepel Griffin gives,
in this morning’s Zmes, of the armies in the Native States of India is most
faithful and accurate. From Gwalior I went to Lucknow, and thence
enjoyed a fortnight's expedition into the Terai, on the borders of Oudh
and Nepaul, where we had some good shooting and killed a fine tiger, as
well as some other wild game. Ihad also an opportunity of seeing the
country and visiting many of the villages, raking care here as well as at
other points, to observe for myself and to ascertain the condition of the
peasantry.” In reply to a question as to where he had noticed much
misery amongst the common people, his lordship said : “ No, 1 did not
see any startling evidence of starvation or deep poverty, although in the
British portion of the Deccan there #as evidently  good deul of agricul-
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tural distress owing to the absence of rain and the failure of the crops for
several years, But the Government seem to be treating the people there
with great consideration in the way of remitting burdens and otherwise
helping them to overcome times of trouble, The efforts of the Bombay
Government during the last few years, under Sir James Fergusson, to
extend the railway system over the Deccan have, I believe, entirely
obviated the danger of any great famine in that district for the future,
There may be scarcity from time to time, but no probability of another
famine upon any serious scale,” Resuming the narrative of his journey,
his lordship said : “ From the Terai I returned to Lucknow, and there by
the kindness of General Dillon I saw some of the nativz regiments, includ-
ing the 15th Sikhs, a magnificent regiment now in the Soudan, From
Lucknow I rravelled to Calcuits, where I stayed a week, and had the
advantage of making the acquaintance of most of the leading officials as
well as of many of the principal native gentlemen, many of whom I found
to take a great interest in British politics, Here, as in the other large
towns, I found the intelligent natives to be equal to any Europeans in
information, extent of reading, and public spirit. From Calcutta I went
to Allahabad, where I was the guest of Sir Alfred Lyall, and met General
Sir Frederick Roberts, I next visited the Native States of Rewah, and
there enjoyed some more sport. The prince thereis a minor, and his
Stase is being administered by the British during his minority. From
Rewah I went to the sacred city of Benares, where I had the honour of
being the guest of the Maharajah. My nexr point was Delhi, from
which I went to Agra, thence to Jeypore, and next to Baroda., The
Gackwar of Baroda is as finc a specimen of a native ruler as one could
desire to meet. He is quite a young man, I think only 22 or 23 years of
age ; but is intelligent, firm, discreet, and shows an intense desire to
promote the welfaie of the gencral body of his subjects. There is nothing
in the way of representative government ; indeed, the Gackwar himself
manages the whole affairs of his State, assisted by a council of native ministers
chosen by himself. Although the ruler is himself a Hindu, his Prime
Minister is a Mahomedan. Both of them speak English perfectly well, and,
indeed, the knowledge of English among the leading natives is very general
and remarkable, From Baroda I went to Hyderabad, and remained there
a week, spending a couple of days in camp with the Nizam on a sporting
expedition. A large tract of jungle #vas beat towards us, in the usual way,



215

by a humber of beaters on foot, but the tiger was not at home. Although
we had little sport, the life in camp was exceedingly pleasant and luxurious.
When in Hyderabad, I saw all the sights of the city, and made the acquain-
tance of the ministers. In many respects the State of Hyderabad seems
to possess a more advanced and enlightened government than any of the
other Native States. Its present Prime Minister, the Nawab Salar Jung,
has surrounded himself with a body of very exccllent colleagues, principally
Mahomedans from the north. The Nawab 1sactually carrying out the
great reforms initiated by his father, and in these he is well supported by
the Nizam. If he is properly supported by the Britith aatnorities, I
think the State of Hyderabad will be fully as well governed as any part
of India. From Hyderabad I returned to Bombay, which I left on the
2oth of March on the homeward journey.,” When asked which of
the Indian cities struck him as most charactenstic, Lord Randolph
replied that he thought Hyderabad was the most thoroughly Indian in alt
jrs features and surroundings, adding that many of the large towns in the
north-west were getting morc and more Europeanised.

His Lordship, who was somewhat tanned by the Indian sun, states that
he is in excellent health, and thoroughly enjoyed his tour from beginning to
end. By means of private correspondence and rewspapers he has been
able to keep himself fully informed as to the progress of political affairs in
England during his absence,—10rb May, 1885,

Thae civilized world must be wondering at the recent change effected

e (i in the Government of England. It is unique of its
Government and Lord  kind as formed by Lord Salisbury, and as permitted
Randolph Churchill, by the Premier and his Cabinet under suspension,
according to the wishes of our August sovereign. It is a wonder to
find how easily the Opposition side has gained the day, and with what
readiness the Government, which was only a moment ago considered
all-powerful, have been smashed by their opponents, It is not that that
Grand Old Man being very aged and over-tired himself hss-soughr his own
erpulsion from office : the whole Ministry of the Liberals professing to be
the favourites of the majority of‘.the people of England have walked out,
and for the time being the Whigs and the Radicals are defunct as active
members of the Government of England. You may say that just now the
Tories have absorbed thein and hav® appeared to be possessed of the soul
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of Englanders! Such a change is startling, especially as it is not at the
hustings that the fate of the Radicals has been decided, while the Tories
have not yet been proclaimed masters by the clectorates of Great Britain..
The Gladstonians, therefore, cannot be said to have been as pointedly
defeated as the Disraelites wera after the great Midlothian campaigns

The dissolutign of the Parliament has not yet taken place, and the national
votes as to what Government will be accepted by the nation will only be
taken a few months hence. Thus the majority of the House of Commons
which came in with Mr, Gladstone after the defeat of the late Lord
Beaconsfield, are yet intact, We, therefore, consider that the Liberal
Government have been placed under suspension with the cognizance of
the nation and the sovereign. The Conservatives have to rule with the
tacit approval of the Liberals, who, finding the Government too hot for
them, have, as 1t were, sought a sort of compromise with the party in
Opposition, They have thus got out of hot water and have succeeded in
plunging the Conservatives into the most trying position, while the nation
have shown signs of mistrust and disaffection towards the party led by
Mr. Gladstone, They have managed to bring the state of affairs in some
doubtful and anxious position, which may or may not eventually end in
everything that is right and proper, but which the genius of the people of
England has begun to strongly disapprove of. The premier must no doubt
be thinking that affairs arc now what they sheuld be, and that they are
only in the way of being properly adjusted, but that his supporters have
grown weary of constantly propping him up ! He might, thereforé, very
well attempt to punish the receders by getting his party to throw up the reins
of Government just at a time when the nation is most anxious to know the
results of the foreign policy of the statesman whom they once so unre-
servedly adored. This is of course our own view, which we take of the
situation. Probably Mr. Gladstone may have apprchended evil results as
issuing from the best he had attempted, and it would be quite right for him
not to persist in the course of policy he has strenuously followed. He
would wish in the interests of the nation to permit a change of trearment
and watch the course of affairs for the next election. If everything went
right and the Conservatives were returned, he might either seek repose, or
reclothe his Liberals for again bringing the nation to his own ideal. If the
Conservatives did not effect a successful administration by the time the

reformed clections were complete, he would be ready to step into office
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again for a short time, if only to demonstrate that Grand Old England's
heart beat for no miserable creatures, but only for the magnificent Libe-
rals ! ‘Thus he might aspire after securing a long term for them after being
tested by trials and difficulties. Let the Liberals only live till ne lives—
and then the deluge.

It is astonishing that the Conservatives have taken oflice without being
called to do so by the nation. May we say that this event, however
unusual, will serve to give us some guarantee as to the interests of our own
cmpire—not to mention others which certainly perpetually influence ours,
We may say just now—we do nor care for the Liberals, the Radicals, or
the Conservatives, If grave doubts have arisen how our frontier affairs
would end ; how our own vigorous Viceroy’s consummate policy might be
dealt with in the absence of any change in the Government, then the
accession of the new personale is a decided gain to us. This much is true
that the Russian Government will no more continue the interested protrac-
tion of affairs which they have attempted with a Liberal Government, They
will not be permitted tu break promises and cngagements, and find out
some loop-hole by which to pounce upon other people’s territories to the
detriment of this country. However lofty the sense of justice as owned
by Mr. Gladstone, we fear he tailed in estimaung its due proportion
in relation to Indo-Afghan affairs, the consequence being that the Czar’s
Government have been naturally emboldened to extend their influgnce
so far that a dread of their might may be established in India—which,
of course, is a most unwelcome thing which neither Earl Dufferin nor those
having a solid expericnce of an Oriental country have for a moment desired,
As regards Egypt, the popular’ opinion seems to be adverse to the conduct
observed by the Liberal Government. Anv such uncertainty or complication
in Indian affairs would have probably created a much greater sensation.

Whatever some English journals may say as to the inexperience and
impetuosity of Lord Randolph Churchill, he has instinctively adopted the
right course in viewing, as he has done, the line of conduct observed by
the Russian Government, We are amused at the efforts of some of the
London journalists in predicting that evil might come from his discharge
of the high office of the Indian Secretary at the present serious juncture,
while they base their apprehensions on one of his Opposition speeches, in
which he has made a very spirited attack on the Russian Government and
their supposed abettors. We do n8t believe that Lord Churchill, as

28
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Secretary of State, is the same statesman who had inveighed against the
late Government, He is a very bold, effective and intrepid speaker; as
a party man he would be a formidable instrument to deal with, When
he has the field of controvessy to himself, he can be an uncompromising
and a very bitter debater. He is a merciless exposer of faction-faults,
But we refusg to believe that when once he has found the responsibilities
of office fastened on him, he would be the same fice lancer as he has been
as an independent member in the House of Commons. In the practical
concerns of administration, his Lordship may be found as profound and as
wary and cautious as any practical statesman of the opposite bench, We
have seen with whar deliberate tact and caution he conducted himself in
India, and how sensibly, wisely, and intuitively he rephed to the vital
questions put to him on Lis return from Iudia. The replies he gave
elicited the adntiration of all elderly [ndia, who know the sort of stufl
which carries muster with the ignorant part of the public of India and
England, as emanating from some of those specious sentimentalists whose
noble eftorts India cannot ignore, however raw or misguided they nay be,
When we had not for a moment supposed any possibility of Lerd Randolph
accepting our Viziership, it struck us from his demeanor in India and the
scope and character of his travels in our country, that he was rather
misrepresented 1n England. We fail to find weight in the utrerance of the
Pall Mall Gazette, that his Lordship lacks any of the cssential qualities
which are needed for the administration of the Indian Empire. Ttis
deplorable to find how loosely such assertions are made in England. If
Lord Randolph is so useless for the high office he now occupies, how many
noblemen who have held office before him could be said tc have even been
worse thar him ? There have been many indeed, a little better than
mediocres and time-servers, of less experience of the Houses of Parliament,
and completely ignorant of the state of the countries whose affairs they have
administered. In Lord Randolph we have a man who has been in the
House of Commons for over a decade. He is possessed of healthy, vigorous,
straight-forward and ready instincts, and is an orator of a high stamp and
a forward school ; one who loves India, and who has with commendable
exertions seen this vast country for himself, Whatever his party
predilections, his instincts for official life are just what we need ; what
our own capable Viceroy may be badly in want of. While in India, the
noble lord scrupulously and consistefltly, from beginning to end, refrained
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from uttering a single word or taking 2 single step which would compro-
mise or even embarrass the authority of the land. And yet he was then
one of the most forward and the most influential members of the Opposi-
tion, who might have, if he was so disposed, cast India into a ferment
of agitation.—12¢7 Fuly, 1885,

No one will disapprove of our referring, in gencral terms, to the various
The Raulway Racial railway incidents which give rise to unpleasantness
Agtation. betwecn Europeans and Natives, first in very limited
circles, and then throughout the world by the means of newspaper
agitation, From individual grievances the circumstance fast grows into
a political and racial question. There are, of course, warring partizans
to be found in the Press, and as .oon as a spark is ignited, the two
inimical sides are formed for a hot contest. Itis to be much doubted if
permanent peace and good-will result from these wars of passions and
prejudices, for any time some untoward incident occurring, the same
furious agitation disturb. the public, deepening perhaps more the certain
amount of estrangement now existing between the rulers and the
ruled,

We hope and trust that we may soon see the time when the European
and Native communities will travel together peacefully. While we say
this, we are cognizant of the facts that a humane desire exists in large
numbers of both Natives and Europeans to yield to mutual convenience
and comfort, and that in but very few cases the latent racial prejudices
existing accidently grow into a quarrel which may be compared to some-
thing similar to a donkey forced into a tiger’s skin ! There is no doubt
that the timely interference of Government, whatever its actual cffects be in
individual instances, helps towards the formation of an healthy public
opinion in both communities,

We might as well make our meaning clear by adducing some illustrations,
We say that European prejudices against travelling in the same carriage
with Natives should decrease, for many mistakes are made by our
European brethren by not freely associating with the natives. The tolera-
tion of the latter, asa class, towards their much humbler brethren is
imitable,in that 2 Merchant will permit his Mechta to sit with him, or that
a Sowcar will think nothing demeaning in travelling in a third class
carriage with a host of very inferfor persons, European and mative
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officers with full conscience, good sense, and gencrosity, will now and
anon look into a third class carriage, if only for the purpose of obtaining
information about the social and material lives passed by the lower, but
highly useful classes of the commonwealth, or about the effects produced
in the populace by various administrative measures.

What is a European to do, however, if he finds the only first class com-
partment occupied by no usually decent native, but one who may appear
repulsive, both in his clothing and in his manners ? It would be best to
consult the law of the land on the subject, Such a person comes within
its measurable distance, and the Railway Company is the authority to
apply civil compulsion with the legal guarantee to back them up, But a
large-minded European, who has probably much weightier things to engage
his mind during the leisure which travel affords, will probably walk into
any compartment and avoid delay and provocation. He can take an action
of this sort as well as prudent natives would do in the opposite case of the
only compartment occupicd by European rowdies, revelling in cigars and
brandy, and emittung smells not certainly less strong than that of an
ill-mannered Hindu, Parsi, or Mahomedan. When a patient—whether
2 male or female—is in urgent need of rest, and the fact is duly made
known, we cannot conceive of one person among a hundred Europeans or
Natives, who would grudge to yield. Supposing a Governor or a Prince
travels mrogmie in his own territories, and finds in the only first class
carriage a husband and his wife . will he force them to seperate, or directly
repair to another carriage ? He is likely to do the latter,

In all cases of disputes between railway passengers, the railway authori-
ties of a station ought henceforth to be able tu scttie the disputes
themselves. The laws of right and propriety have both to go handin
hand on the railway platform, or in the train. We are of opinion that
no unseemly racial disputes ought to occar which would necessitate
action from the highest quarters of the Government. The railway
companies wou'd do well to instruct their officials to deal with such disputes
ina firm, cordial and impartial manner, deciding questions of rights and
courtesy in a way which would satisfy all parties. Whether the parties are
European or Native grandees on the one side, and uninfluential Natives or
Europeans on the other, the railway authorities in charge are the proper men
to settle such disputes in the light of law and reason. If the law or any
clear reasonable coursc isallowed to e violated by the responsible railway
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offick], he is amenable to suitable punishment, If any par‘y, whether #
European or a Native, has suffered inconvenience or in reputation, he has
his remedy in law against the offending party and the responsible man
abetting him. When Government have done all they could in warning
their own scrvants, that if they be wanting in consideration towards the
weak, that consideration should be unfailingly shown them, we submit
Government does all that is expected of it, The relations which
arise in public travelling have thus been made clear. In all such cases
hereafter, the law must be allowed to take its course, and the law must be
vindicated and explained by the responsible servants when they have to
deal with disputes between passengers, If they do not fail in their duty,
there is no reason why such comparatively little matters should in future
engross the very valuable time of the Government. If legal remedies are
well understood, and the law is properly enforced by the railway com-
panies, there will be no need for severe departmental action being taken by
the Government. The worst necessity that may be felt in future would
be for a further legal provision in the Railway Act, rendering a refusal to
submit to the specified legal orders of a duly appointed railway authority
punishable in a Court of Law. We shall then effectually remove most of
the railway ratial contentions from the bitter reginn of newspaper senti-
mentalism and excra-judicial remedies, We beg that the contemporaries
of the day on both sides may ponder over the view here taken of,the
present agitation.—3oth August, 18835,

WEe have read the appeal sent from India to the Electors of Great
India’s Appeal to the  BTitain with great pleasure and interest. It will
British Electors. always remain as an important document remarkable
for its moderate, conciliatory and comprehensive spirit, If there be any
possibility of the British Electorates being influenced by solitary leaflets and
speeches to pay serious attention to vital questions concerning the Queen’s
Eastern Empire, this appeal may have that cffect, though we may differ
from some of the less important views contained therein, The document
is one sufficient to arrest our attention and require more than a passing
reflection,

The first passage ably delineates the conditions in which the British
found themselves possessed of 1ndia and the germs of the bright future for
India which accompanied that possestion.  Though we are one-sixth of
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* the human race snd are bound to you by kith and kin and by all that is
gsacred and true, we have no voice in the affairs of our own country.”
And accordingly the Electors are asked to support only those candidates
for the next Parliament who can assure them that they will have justice
done to India, Before the British took India “ our future was most uncer-
tain,” which is nearly true, But to say that we had then  national tradi-
tions of civil freedom” is hardly as much correct. We loved to be possess-
ed of those traditions which the internal dissensions did not permit, but
which the imperial light generated from the combined forces of the West
and the East are now in a fair way of granting to India.

We like it to be said as it runs in the second passage, that ““ our well being
is so indissolubly united with your own :” one ot those accurate sentiments
which we have sought to insert into the mind of native India for a quarter
of a century, The most elevated points of both England and India must
meet on the same level, We are instructed to have it so by the cardinal
principles of the Crown ever acting on recurring intervals to set right the
narrow ronopolies which interfered with the purely benign foundations
of British intervention and supremacy—whether those moropolies
referred to the public trade, the services, or vitiated the highest trusts or
the statc and political life and integrity enjoyed by the native chiefs.
None of these reformed strides were, however, accomplished without the
Croswvn and the Parliament having themselves taken the initiative as
inspirited by the acts and intentions of statesmen not different from those
who now form the crowning points of the British sceptre—whether
serving in Iudia or England ; whether of one party or another. Through
these saint-like personages we are now enabled to make our way towards
the noble soul of Great Britain centred in the hands of their honorable
electors, We thank the Bombay Presidency Association primarily, and
the rest of the principal Associations in India, for making this courageous
and historical move,

The third passage pourtrays the dawn which now slowly breaks upon
us to illustrate the prime danger against which India and England have to
make an efficient provision as a united nation ; otherwise their fate would
be doomed. It is in no uncertain tone in which the necessity at least for
this provision is indicated, and we quote this passage entire with the
satisfaction which we must feel in observing that the paramount duty on
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which we have again and again insisted is at last realized by native
India :— '

“ The present 1s a most opportune moment for thus taking stock of the results which bave
been achieved 1n the past More vividly than on any previous occasion, the value of the con=
nection which subsists between the two countries has been forced upon your attention by recent
events, India forms the pivot round which moves the entire imperial or foreign policy of
England. Your inteests in the fortunes of Central Asia, in Turkey, in Egypt, in the Soudan,
in South Africa, in distant Chuna, all centre round your care for the possession of this country.
For the first ime your nsulation which had often been regarded as justifying indifference to the
movements of the great European powers has ceased to exist, and some of those powers have
extended the limits of their possessions within close vicinity to your Indian frontiers. How to
safeguard your interests 1s the question of the hour, which you ate called upon to decide n a
way worthy of your place among nations, Indian topics will form the chief planks of your
pohtical platform, on which in a thousand places those who lead and form public opinton will
address you, when they seek your votes. Your constituencies have been by recent legislation
increased 1n numbers and strength, and now, more than ever before, the great mass of the
working classes in town and country will realise both their powers and responsibilities, These
spectal considerations encourage us to hope that the work, so nobly undertaken in  the past, will
be continued by you in the present with 1 full sense of the sacred trust lad upon you. No
new principles have to be lnd down, Your work will chiefly be to enforce the principles that
have been repeatedly declared by our Gracious Sovereign ind Parhament as binding upon your
servants here in their administration of this great empire

The only misfortune 1s that the fact chat foreign powers of very
doubtful motives and humanity having sought to outstrip India in dread-
ed strength has been recognized by Bombay and general India as late as
the electors of Great Britain have done for themselves.

We heartily welcome such expressiuns as these—* Mind the attacks from
abroad.” ¢ Mind the absence of reserves in men and means wanted to
meet outside attacks” We find these in the fourth passage along with the
other wants and grievances of India. The suggesuon for a complete per-
manent settlement of land revenues 15 not quite happy, nor about the
industrial development being in foreign hands, The extravagance of the
cost of Home charges and the public services, the present utter demartial-
jzation of all peoples and states, the unchecked devastating famines, the
grossly defective government councils are the right points to put into
the ears of the millions of electors, But 1t 1s not quite appropriate to say
that ¢ the taxes are trenching upon the margin of subsistence.” It would
be quite right to say that many of the ablest classes of the Indian popula-
tions, European and Native, tiench upon the margin of subsistence of the
Government and the poor peogle. Aétin, we need not infer that we are
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trenching upon the margin of subsistence of the poorer classes by an
imaginary equalization of the rates of taxation payable by the poor and the
rich, It has taken very long for India to adopt scientific, economic and
beneficial methods of taxation, and we fear we shall still take more time in
carrying the country with us in boldly maintaining the maximum of
taxation and ‘all the equitable taxes which must be borne, and not forsaken
as now, for the sake of our best and most vital concerns, When shall we
have our Associations toconsider these problems in their full and fair light—
a measure by the means of which we should be able to get the public
debt reduced, and the strength of the empire in men and money increased ?
Ifitis in the power of the British electors to compel the Parliament to
introduce a new era of reforms in India, it is no less the duty of our public
men to assist the Government actively in devising the measures, in which
their co operarion 1s indispensable, but 1s at present so much deficient, What
is wanting in India itself cannot be much repaired by moving England.

The fifth passage refers to what is considered as an imperative
obligation of those who may be returned for the next Parliament, i.e.,
they must insist on 2 Commission of Inquiry being appointed to ascertain
the abuses prevalent in India, and what would be the best remedies in
pursuance of the proposition recently brought forward by Lord Randolph
Churchill, the Secretary of State for India. Very much will depend on
the *basis supplied to such a Commission to work upon and the character of
the Commission adopted. We have our own propositions to bring forward
on this important question, which we shall gladly do when the time comes,

In para. sixth we find it strongly maintained that ¢ the temptation or
¢ policy to resist aggressions by meeting the enemv far away from our
“ frontiers being dazzling with the magnificence of its ambition should be
“ resisted,” and that the already impoverished resources of the country
should not be burdened with the extra expenditure of two or three
millions annually, We welcome again expressions such as these—¢ make
India self-sustaining’—* don’t let it become the sport of the policy of the
foreign nations’— create national reserves out of the armies of Native
States’—‘ take Indian Princes into complete confidence,” But for these
ideas being taken up so late, we should not have been put in the present
dilemma : whether to send 2 “robust protest” against the proposed
additional expenditure, or be quietly subject to the essential extra expendi-
ture which we may find India chargéd with to our gricf and dismay.
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The appeal-makers are in error 1n confounding two important questions
together, which they have done terrified by the new expenditure intended
to be imposed on the country. Whether India’s defences should include
Afghanistan or not, should be decided on its own merits : let the cost of
it, however heavy, remain a matter to be separately dealt with. Both
the Premier and the Secrctary of State have arrived at the only sound
conclusion which is possible to arrive at in the matter, We have over
and over again demonstrated the fact, that if we allow Afghanistan to fall
into the hands of the Enemy now posted at our Gate, we might as well
leave the whole of the North-west of India to him, and that to lose
Afghanistan is to sacrifice half the detences of India, It is a grave blunder
to treat Afghanistan as England would treat France, If Afghanistan is
not to be defended along with India, the Indian Associations would be
perfectly right in protesting against the additional expenditure proposed,
for in that case there would hardly be any nccessity for increasing the
military strength of India so much as now proposed. It is a remarkable
coincidence that both the great and opposed parties in England have
practically arrived at the same conclusion which we have insisted upon
for years together, that Russia cannot menace Herat without doing injury
to India. Has not the most Radical of the Ministers—Mr., Gladstone—
excrted with all his might to arrest the progress of Russia at Penjdeh and
Zulficar ? What did his preparations mean if both Afghanistan and India
were not threatened by the Russian advance a little short of Herat ¢ It
is surely no “ dazzling magnificence” which has affected the statesmen
who have held that Afghanistan should be kept intact ; for they have
been influenced by practical considerations of the most serious import.
If we have anything to do with the Afghans, they must either be our
friends or foes, If they are retained as our fricnds, they would like us
much better than the vulgar and the covetous Russians, If they are once
allowed to get under the iron heels of Russia, these wolves will be
stimulated to join with the bear to plunder and ravage India when a
serious and gencral war broke out. Our public men must understand that
we have not yet obtained the normal cfheacy of our military strength and
expenditure, Though we have been unable to get the immoralities of
this expenditure checked and to insist upon our mother-country bearing
a fair share in our external and imperial defences as far as these may be
necessitated by the aggressions of Yoreign nations against the Imperial

29



226

Suzerain, there are no reasons why the wise, the prudent, and the far-seeing
measure so cordially adopted by Earl Dufferin and Lords Salisbury and
Randolph, and acquiesced in by Mr. Gladstone and Earl Granville, should
not be enforced without 2 moment’s delay. The additional expenditure
would not be so disastrous as the ill-visioned timidity which may hereafter
dictate the abandonment of the task of reorganizing our friendly
Afghanistan atd creating an additional force to back up its own strength for
resisting the impudent foreign aggression which is now planted at the foot
of the Paropamisus Range. The season, when all this should be done,
ought not to be spoiled by the inadequate representation we are here
noticing, though we applaud the motives dictating it.

Rather insist upon the imperative duty of utilizing the immense forces of
the Native States and sctting face against the dreaded additional burden
talked about., Again, agiuate equally strongly about the duty of England
to share in the expenses of the imperial defences and suspending the in-
equitous expenditures incurred Lere and in England. But because you
may not be able to comply with the demand for further expenditure, do
not imperil the peace and safety of the empire ; and it would be a national
crime of the highest magnitude to find the country failing to become
self-acting in its own defence and in that of its neighbour on a general war
becoming so complicated that the throats of the mother and the children
were found strangled in all directions at one and the same time. If we
have been wrong in our fears, show by facts and figures how the British
Empire could stand its foes without complying with the modern necessity
of keeping up the full military strength, as every Power in the world,
except England, has already done,

We, of course, cannot help extremely sympathizing with the enjoinment
to the electors—* It also 1ests with you, as the ulumate source of all
“ power, to entorce through those whom you willselect to represent you
*“ in the coming Parliament, peace, retrenchment, and a wide extension of
“ native agency generally in the administration as the most just and safest
¢ policy to pursue for the rulers of this country.” It 1sa pity that tosuchan
excellent programme the not less important words of—¢ Do not fail alse to
render your Indian Empire strongand inviolate, whatever the disturbances
which may agitate Eurcpe or Asia, or whatever be the machinations em-
ployed to undo India—" were not added,—11¢% Qctober, 1885,
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WEe have re-published the letters of Sir Jamsctjee ]ejeebhoy, Bart.,

Otr Difficalties st C.S. I, and Mr. Dosabhai Framji, C. S, L, intimat-
the next British Elec- ing to the Bombay Presidency Association their
ot resignations of the offices held by them, The Secretaries
to that Association have, under instructions from the Council, addressed
a spirited reply to Sir Jamsetjee. The question raised on both sides is of
no mean significance, We are glad that it has been raised, for the ad-
vanced natives of India must try and ascertain for themselves what would
be the most effective method of influencing the British constituencies in
favor of India, and what mistakes we may be liable to commit in attaining
that end. Itis this issue which Messrs. Mchta, Telang and Dinshaw
Wacha have raised, and Sir Jamsetjee and Mr, Dosabhai have also indicated
for the judgment of the public. It isto be regretted that circumstances
do not seem to have favored a dispassionate and impersonal handling of the
question. For the position which should be secured to carry on a
controversy of high political importance, such as the present onc is, should
be altogether free of all minor matters, and so secure and so invulnerable
that our cause in England may evoke unchallenged sympathies. In basing
our position, we have to bear in mind a series of clementary facts. In the
bringing up of India in the Electoral campaigns of England, the ready
assumption of the mass would be that it was at any rate a very awkward
intrusion, Educated Indians have not yet cstablished themselves in the
heart of England as it were, as they have not yet succeeded in going there
in large numbers, or making themselves heard by the means of a powerful
journal on the spot for which we have repeatedly made mention in our
papers. Any constituency to be expected to favor the Indian cause will
first look to the interests of its own country and rthose of Great Britain,
It is most difficult for us to know what those multifarious and conflicting
interests are, and how any of them could be handled in a manner that
‘would win over the voters on our side, Th= native candidates know
immeasurably better than ourselves what would easily move the springs of
those constituencies, while most of our own or the foreign candidates
would be at sea how to perform the miracle. We may endeavour to adopt a
perfectly straightforward policy in the cause of Indian interests, but if that
course of action militates against that of any of the native candidates whose
programme are likely to be accepted by ghe constituencies applied to, the
foreign programme might require a sensible modification, We have to
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