
DNDER THE 'EMPRESS 
LEAVES FROM A LANDSMAN'S LOG. 

BY 

H. G. Tf.~NE, I.C.S., C.S.I. 
/' 

Reprmtcd from Eai>l & W"lst. 

BOMBAY 

PRINTED AT THl!. CAXTON WORKS 





RepnnUd.from EAST & W~S'I', OctniJt'T, 190). 
, 

.Office,' Wltittowoy Laidlaw Bt4t1ding, BOlUba," , 

UNDER THE EMPRESS: 
LEAVES FROM A LANDSMAN'S LOG.-PART I. 

CHAPTER I.-OLD HAILEYBURY. 

[The fol1pwing pages may be r~garded as supplementary to a 
book by ,he same author, ~ubhshed a few years ago, under the 
title, Ii A ~rva"nt of John Company."· In that work the writer 
attempted to-indicate some of the changes which had taken place in 
British India since-the date of his entering the Civil Service, more 
than ha~~' century ~efore. Thd'lIndia of the-Company was adminis
ter~d in a patri:uchal and somewhat haphazard manner, which 
possibly helped to bring on the Mutmy of 1857, but which certainly 
caused less trouble Mth to rulers and ruled than the more scientific 
system which followed the mtroduction of direct Parliamentary 
control. Bearing thIs m mmd, leaders of the present day may be 
wllling to consider a few more recollections.] 

W HILE this page is being recorded (FebruarYIIJOI,) the obsequies of 
Victoria, Queen and Empress, are being performed; and the writer 

recalls tte time when he use. to meet the Pnncess Victoria walking with 
her august mother about the lanes and downs of Tunbridge Wells. 
H;r life almost exte~ds from the fall of the feudal system to the establish
ment of modern democracy; passing through the short interval of 
burgess-rule when the Tenpound Franchise was deemed final, and our 
Trade was to rule the world. Inala was then the" Empire of the middle 
classes "j the Cheesemonger~ of Leadeahall-to borrow Lord Wellesley's 
phrase-were itiU domillan. jp the t!boice of men to administer that 
remote. alIl1ust unknown, land. thQugh they had ceased to hold the 
monopoly of its traffic or even of its political supremacy. 
-----------~------~~~~~~--~~~~~~~ * 'A Servant of John Company, being the RecoliectioV of an Indiau Official," by 
H. G. Keerie"c l.tt., Han. M A. &c Published. by Thacher &; Co" London and Calcutta, 
ri97. 
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It says mUCR for the activity 1M Yan~ee intelligence that our .Trans
atlantic cousins, on being confronted by a !'iolilar problem, should have 
immediately cast back their attention to tho.<:e distant day4 In beginning 
to oI'ganise an oversea Dependency in the Philippines, tf#ey an~ already 
studying the means by which the East India Company provid(;lt"l for work 
of the kind.- The Co:Upany, it may be remembered, hl(J a College 
for training • their Civil Servants; and the Americans' point to iljS 
inherent flaw, namely, the controlling of the College by the same body 
by whose members the students had been nominated. Holding their offices 
by the pleasure of the same men, the Principal and his counc;l were 
unwilling to ruin their own patron's nominees; and hence the discipline 
of the place lacked the ultimate sanction of expulsz'on, by which alone it 
could have been made effective. Cases, therefore, occurred in 'which men 
were sent out to govern India, who had never been reduce<;l to 
obedience or taught to govern themselves~ A shrewd lem~l& obsener 
in the first half of the century gave instances of the unfitness of some 
of the men whom she met, regarding them from the point' of view offer
ed to a lady visitor. "Their f>oor deaf manners were 'quite gone. 
The gentlemen talk of Vtzier Ali and Lord CornwaEis; the ladies do not 
talk at all : and I don't know which I like best .. Towards the end of the 
rainy season the lowness of spirits that comes on is quite dreadful: 
everyone fancies that he is going to die; and tl1en, he thinks, no one 
will bury him, as there is no other European at hand. Moral: Never 
send a ~on to India."t 

Such was the impres~ion made on the Governor-General's sister by 
the Haileybury Civilians of 1839; and however we may suspect a little 
caricature, we can easily imagine a certain lack of energy in the 
adminbtration of those forlorn exiles. Very unflattering picturi!s, also, 
t)f their military confreres appear in works £>f the day ; and it must be 
borne"in mind that the Company's Army furnished many an understudy 
for the most important parts in the drama of public life. Kaye's "Lottg 
Engagements"-a forgotten fiction of the first Afghan War-and Sir 
William Sleeman's" Rambles and Recollections" may in thi~ connection 
deserve a passing notice; as also ,. Oakiteld," a somewhat later work, by 
W. D. Arnold.t It was ungraciously observed. by Arnold's more famous 
brother Matthew, that" no Arnol! could wrilte a novel "-the subsequent 

* "Colonial Civil Service," A. Lawrence Lowell and H. Morse Stephens, New 
York,1900• 

t .. Up the Country." Hbn. Emily Eden, 2 vols. 3rd Edition. London, 1866. 
t Father of Mr. Arnold Forster, M.P. • 
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su~esses of Mrs. Humphry Ward not being visible to her tlncle1'~ prophetic 
soul. Certainly, .. Oakfield II is dead and huried: it was never very successful 

• as a story; yet there could be nd' d()ubt as to the author's honest. 
if unflattering. 'view of Anglo-Indian Society, or what he called 
': Fellows~ in the East." He soon left the JVtlly for educational work, 
and died yotfng, leaving a :.on, the energetic military TeforQler known to 
~e present generation, and worthily representing two distinguished 
names. All these books have a distinct soci~ interest and importance: 
though it is rather the general tone of Anglo-Indian Society that they 
represent than that of any special department of the Company's service. 
In one respect, at least, it may be hoped that Anglo-Indian administra
tion has llIade a great advance under the Empress. Inspired by the 
influences of ~riblic opinion and of improved civilisation, greater 
earnestnev may be well supposed to have established itself; and with it 
a diminutlel1 of .selfishneis an~ injustice in high places. In the times of 
Miss Eden, s\Y in the firsll twenty years of the late reign, the officers 
entrusted with civil charges in the IndIan moflusiis could not, unless 
protected by strong~nterest, rely o. Goven'menlal recognition, or expect 

"' to prosper in direct-ratio to their merits and deserts. It would be a 
stn1ng indication of ignorance of the world if one were to assume that 
aU men became perf~ct in wisdom and in virtue, by wriggling from 
stool to stool in a Government office; on the other hand, it would be 
absurd to argue that these merits are hopele~sly excluded from the arena 
of an official hierarchy. But the famIlIar Instances of SlT D. Ochterlony 
lD 1825 and of William Tayler 10 1857 are enough to show the power!> 
of a bureaucracy, and the occasIOnal lapses froUl ju~tice to whIch It may 
be liable. Failures of another sort were always pOSSIble where the 
clVillan. of the old school had lost touch with the people. The Orissa 
Famine of 1866 15 a case 1Q point. Its treatment, according to a most 
loyal supporter of tt~e Indian Government in general," left a deep ·stain 
08 the reputation of the Bengal authoritIes." [Marshman.] 

AdmiSSIOns of thIS kmd, it must be remembered, do not necessarily 
involve the character of the wh~le body of men turned out from the 
Company's College. Some were hard bargains indeed; men who would 
never have got 111to the SerVIce but f<¥ the favour of theu patrons and 
the unwillingness of the Prin'=ipal to ruin their careers; but even of these 
there were some brave and honest men who made an excellent use of 
their ,>Iender faculties and powers in times of str.ess like the Mutiny. Others, 
of a more diSCIplined and plodding arder, rose in the Secretariat to become 
consd~ntio\l,l. 1f somewhat formal, Min.isters and Lieutenant-Governors. 
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All honour to the men who founded and consolidated the Great c, Emaire 
of the middle classes," and to those wh() rule it at the prcient hour. The 
pro"'~ncial staff has always been de~'ot~d and earnest; 'tile the central 
authorities, if not free from the temptations of their place, ~ av~generally 
held and followed a high i.eal of duty. 

The writer of these pages may perhaps incur the charge ot egotIsm: 
his only excuse is that what he has to say, about the Company's College an~ 
the Service which it engendered, is based upon direct personal testimony. 
As readers of Mr. Lowell will remember, his name is given as of one not 
only trained at Haileybury but actually born there: including his father's 
traditions, his memory covers a period extending flom 1824-when the 
CoJlege was but fifteen years old-to the time when he l~t it irn 1847. In 
the former of these years his father had lately settled th~re as Professor 
of Arabic and Persian; and amongst his colleagues were sevt\fc.l distin
guished men-Cobbett's ,. Parson Malthus ~ and C. W. Lebas~ dlVille of 
of the via medza; presently after came J. A. Jeremie, m later years 
Regiu~ Professor of Divinity at the University of Cambridge, with 
othels whose names wou,ld co~vey litt~ meaning now: but whO nevertbe-,. 
less were good men in their time; law was taught b~ Emp~on, Editor of 
the J:!,amburgh Revzew. 

The period wa~ not exciting. In the e&rher ~ears the throne was 
occupied by that medireval roue, George IV., a monarch who had but 
little influence on the affairs of India or of the Company beyond originat
ing the appoIntment of Lord Moira to be Governor-General. Before 
coming to the royal title George IV. had for about ten years bten Regent; 
and It was during the Regency that the Company's "haIter came up for 
n:newal, not wIthout much preliminary dislUl>~!On or patronage in 
Parliament and in the Press. Already, ill .806, a staff of teacl1ers had 
been llelected by the Court of Directors, and a traming school for the 
aspirants to Indian administration had been opened fn Hertford Castle, 
to be transferred to Haileybury-a small manor about two miles off~ 
some three years later. At filst little more was proposed than a seminary 
" for the reception of students at the agf4 of fifteen, to remalO till they are 
eighteen, or till they are sent by the Court to their resptctive destination." 
The academical character of thee College was not finally determined 
ulltil 18 r 3. 

During the discussions preliminary to the renewal of the charter in 
that year the question of nomination to the Indian Civil Service had 
been among the point! debated. And Lord Grenville- one of Pitt's 
ablest followers, kept out of office by his liberal opinions-AIladea pro-
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pOlla! which in some degree anticipated the modern system of Competi
tive Examination. He refused to allow that the retention of this valu- • • 
able patronage by the Company's Directors was the only alternati.ve to 
its being R"ade an engint:j of political corruption. That, indeed, might 
;have beert.he rock on which the ship split in -Fox's charg. thirty years 
before-as n~. one knew better than Grenville who had b~n a party to 
Pl;)e wreck.. What he now suggested was that the nominations should 
be takt:n out of the hands of the Company, not to be transferred to the 
Board of Control or any other organ of the Government, but to be 
offered to a competition among the boys at public schools; and the 
selected canaidates were to receive their trainlllg not at a special College 
like HaileylJurv. but £It the National Universities among youths of their 
class. 

·The ~anger passed, the fompany's charter \Vas renewed without 
detrim.::nt ~ tht: power of nomination. By tlte Act of 1813 the College 
obtained parliamentary recognition and acquired the status of an academy 
of adult students in caps and gowns, on a s!tllliar tootlllg to one of the • College~in "the Universities. No ~erson, it·was .provld~d, should be sent 
out in the Service w~o had not passed two years at the College; and the 
minimum age for entrance was fixed at seventeen. 

Such was the cOlidition of the College when the writer's father 
joined in 1824: shortly after he was made Registrar-much the same 
office as that of the Bursar at Oxford. His lodging was in a commodious 
house on the northern bine of the quadrangle in the upper part of which 
was fixed the College clock: and ill thi<; house his eldest son, the present 
writer, was born. The principal in thooe ddYs was a distinguished 
Cambridge man who had been third Wrangler and felloW' of Trinity, 
the Re"'. Joseph Hallett Datlln, D.D., Fellow of the Royal Society, who 
had begun his connection with the college as Professor of Ci¥5ics. 
This accomplished Ulan, whose house was at the S.-W. angle next the 
cfapel, held office no less than three-and·twenty years j and under him 
were trained most of the men who made the great reputation of the 
Company's Service, among other') being Mr. James Thomason, Sir Charles 
Trevelyan, and Lord Lawrence, "the Saviour of India." 

If the Reverend Pro{es~llr of AI ablic had less academical djstjnctjo~ 
to show than Dr. Batten. he had seen a great deal more of the world. 
Originally a soldie,., Mr. Keene had borne part, under Arthur. Wellesley, 
the future conqueror of N.apoleon, in the short campaign which ended 
in the fall of Tippoo Sultan and the usurpi~g dynasty of Mysore. 
After1iards jntering the Collcl:c of Fort \Villiam, where the civilians. 
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were trained before the establishment of Halleybury, he passed a fe\v 
years in the Madras Civil Service .• He retired on an invalid pension, 
and entered Sydney S\lssex College. Cambridge, as a Fellow Commoner 
in 1810; becatne a man of some note as an orientalist, and~aduated 
in honours, ultimately be~oming a fellow of his College, wh¥:~ involved 
his being or'dained a clergyman of the Anglican Churoo. After thi 
fall of Napoleon he made a tour in Europe with Lord Mahon, afterwaras 
Earl Stanhope, F.R.S., the well-known historian; finally settling down 
in England to contest the Arabic Chair at Cambridge and, on being 
defeated by the eminent Hebraist. Dr. Samuel Lee, obtained.the appoint
lnent at Haileybury as already stated."" 

One's earliest memory of the CoUege is thus difie!tent fTom that of 
most others, having been received from'the point of vi~.v offered ~y a 
Professor's house. It IS somewhat obhtelated, no doubt, b:l the later 
recollections of a student, like an old MS. obscurel on a i>ahmpsest. 
Only two aspects are left at all distinct: one 'Jf a general complamt of 
lawlessness; the other of a .ertam a*mosphel e of good old-,lvorld social 
life. Instances of the latter occur in connection _th some frequency. 
Miss Martineau used to come to Haileybury as the guest of Mr. and Mrs. 
Malthui ; we exchanged visits with Lord John Townshend, of :Qalls, ,;m 
old vzveur of the days of Fitzpatnck, Fox, ana the Dandies; on the 
occasion of terminal mspectlOns we saw Sir Charles WIlkins, who hac!. 
known Warren Hastings and Sir Wilham Jones, havmg been one of the 
early members of the Asiatic Society of Bengal III the eIghteenth century. 
Francis Jeffrey used to appear at Empson's, who had married Jeffrey's 
daughter. As for the students, a certam element of apprehension was 
certainly not altogether absent; although some of them had beel} tamed 
so far as to be admitted to the Professor" houses. the results were not 
always quite satisfactory. A young man, afterware3 a decorous-and 
indeed decorated-member of the Indian Government, went t'J Gorha&l
bury races; and returmng late at night availed himself of his knowledge 
of our premises to let himself in by the kitchen-window and enter the 
College quadrangle by unlocking our front-door from wIthin. Occa~ion

all} the conduct of these youn~ libertines assumed a wilder lic~nse. 

One ~vening, when Mrs. Lebas had been"at our house, my father was 
escorting her to the sedan-chair, which awaited her at the door, when 
he was forcibly restrained by some of the students who had been of the 
party. In another moIflent was heard a loud explosion; and the sedan-

See Article in Vol. XXX of too" Dictioury of National Biography," 
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chair was hoisted "into the air, a charge of gunpowder having been placed 
in a drain-pipe and fired just as tht; good lady was stepping into her 
vehicle. She escaped with a fright; and I fear that my father ~ever 
disclosed ;:he identity of his well-wishers whose favourable intervention 
must have6b.etrayed a guilty knowledge. Ate another time, when the 
infant who h~s since developen into the present old babblepwas lying in 
~is cradle, a huge boulder came crashing through the nursery-window 
and lodged on the arched top of the basinette. On hearing the nurse's 
outcry my father rushed Qut into the quadrangle-to find two or three 
students, who apologised for the fractured pane on the ground that the 
clock was too fast and they had no means of correction but by throwing 
stones at the haI\j:h. One of the most lawless of the students of that time 
is said to have «>een named Johlf"Lawrence, who entered in 1827. He 
obtained, nomination vacate~ by the late Charles Menv.de, who died 
Dean of E'ly, and who was wont to say that, as tre cause of Lawrence's 
appointment he, Merivale, was the real Saviour of India. 

CHAPTER II. 
ULD HAILEYBURY (co1ztinued). 

Th~ second quart~r of the nineteenth century brought many change!> 
to the College. Amongst the deaths the most noticeable were those of 
Mr. Malthus and Dr. Batten. The former was succeeded in the Chair 
of Political Economy (" Polly Con," as the young men ~aid) by the Rev. 
Richald Jones, a Poor Law Commissiuner and a wnter of some temporary 
authority on the subject of Rent. The demise of Dr Batten, a few years 
later, left the post of Principal open to the Dean, Mr. LeLas, in whose 
hands ~e discipline of the C4>llege is believed to have somewhat suifereiJ. 
Before his accession, however, our direct knowledge of the matte. had ... 
c..;ased, my father having retired in 1834. 

The personal peculiarities which made Lebas an inadequate ruler of 
turbulent youths, fully aware of the immunities which they derived from 
the protection of their patrons. are stated by Mr. &tephens with much 
frankness in the volume dted above: and one's own recollection of the 
worthy gentleman is in getJiral agree.vent with what is stated by hIm. 
In appearance Mr. Lebas somewhat resembled Charles Lamb i WIth 'a 
'.1m oath, low comedy countenance, an undersized figure, and little legs 
clothed in shorts and black gaiters. Add to this that he was very hard 
of hearing, with a high, uncontrolled voice, and·a quaint way of inter
larr!inl'J' hi" *.<111 .. with Latin q\otations and words that he himself woul~ 
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probably have styled ·"sesquipedahatt." For example, I remember goiilg 
to Brighton just after passing out of coUt'ge after sever.d false start1l: 
one day 1 walked to the Post Office. tQ put a letter into the box : there 
was _ bit of a crowd at tho:: wllldow; and Ollt of the crowd behind me I 
lleard a shnll cry- • 

if Well, ~ir, so you've got out at last: I (.Qngratula~ you. Au 
tot nan fragiattdus ! " 

It was the ex-Principal, who had chosen Brighton for his residence, 
and who, coming on a like errand with myself, had recogni;ed me as I 
sto.od before him and crowed the classic greeting. Sir M. Monier
Williams mentions his rebuking some of the stone-throwers of the Quad., 
by reminding them that it was forbidden to "lithobolise" there: and a 
case was on record in whIch, sendll~ for a student who had been 
reported to have given a wine.party on a Sunday evening~" the Prin "
as he was called-added the specIal reproal!h :-

"And I understand, Sir, that you were the Coyyphezes oj this 
unhallowed assemblage." 

Lebas had just cea~ed t\) goverllJ when I ente?ed the colJ;ge ~s a 
student; but I had found him there the year be~re when I visited it 
from Oxford. On that {)cca!>lOn I dIned at the high table in Hall, and ",as 
honoured With a seat next to the Pnncipal. Dunqg dmner our attention 
was pretty well occupied; but in a pause he curved hIS hand over his 
ear and loudly demanded :-" How is your grandmother. Sir?" 

" She's dead, Su," was my reply. 
Before the cloth was drawn occurred another pause, during which 

the courteous but forgetful old man again asked me the same question. 
From the pitch of his voice all in the neighbourhood were now roused: 
and, amid the curiom. gaze of surrounding professors, waite.s, and 
students, he presently added in some impa~ience-" I'm asking about 
your grandmother." Thus urged, I too had to rai~ my voice as I 
gave the only possible an!>wer-" She's still dead."· .... 

When I got my nomination to the College the good old mann~rist 

was gone, having been succeeded by Henry Melvlll, brother of the 
Secretary to the India House. The Principal's name is probably not 
veri faroiliar now j but MelvlJl lVas e well-known man at the time-genial, 
strong. and eloquent, the Chrysostom of EQangelicalism. ]eremie had 
succeeded Lebas when the latter was promoted from Dean to Principal: 
and he was understood to feel resentment at not being made his successor 
----------------~--------------------------------------

t * By a droll coincidence this Utfl,tSPJ'W was reproduce:! by a popular comedian 
nearly half a century later, as will be found recorded in a subsequent chaJljer. 
. e 
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n\>w. Empson was still lecturing on Law and Morals. In other words 
poUring out an indistinct torrent of utilitarian philosophy, in which 
morsels of common law, statute, civil-law, and equity came Boating along 
In gwrpte vasto. Jones held forth on rent, land tenures and Indian 
!iistory, ~ awful but gro~esque figure, with a bJoated red face surmount-

. ed by a chestnut wig. It is hardly need ful to add that the student who • 
~obe to attend carefully and continuously at the lecture-rooms of these 
able teachers soon found his account in so doing: the ludicrous element 
was superficial, the solid Hlue of the well-digested information could 
not be denied. The way of It was thi~. The Professor undertook to 
explain certain authontatlve text-books, and expected the students to 
take notes of what he said. At the end of the term those who had taken 
such notes intejlrgently aDd wit~t interruption could submit them to 
the Professor for lDspection, after which there would be a general 
examinati~:l of the class, the questions being based upon the course that 
had been delivered during the term. Bad work was denoted by the 
letter L, printed against one's name, the better performances being labelled 
G., or <it., and a h:ndsome prize.f books,· or ,,-silver medal, awarded to 
the best. L. meant "little progress," while G. and Gt. stood respe~y 
for· " good" and" gteat." I may illustrate the system by statir(g what 
occurred at the end of a term between Mr. Jones and a student who 
found that attendance at the Professor's lectures interfered with break
fast, and who, therefore, contented himself With studying the text-book 
and reading up the notes taken by one of his friends. When the 
examina tion was over Jones sent for the young man and bluntly accused 
him of having copied his papers from other men's work. "You could 
not have sent in such a paper otherwIse, as you have nol bp.en at any of 
my lecklres." On the youni man repudIating the charge and explaining 
hIS modus ojeralldt, Jones offered alternatIVes; either the paper shOUld 
be marked G. or me student might undergo a special viva-voce exa~ina
t'fon, in which-as the Professor hinted-his ignorance would be soon 
brought to light, the exact words of his warning taking the unclerical 
form of "Don't you be a d-d fool." Rightly surmising that Jones 
would resent the trouble of a special examination, the young man 
shrewdly answered :-

tI Well, Sir, I have told~ou the truth, and cannot do better than 
leave myself 10 your hands," 

The kindly Professor ultimately awarded the mark of Gt., to which 
the intrinsic quality of the work was admit~d to have established 
a title.. 
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During the three years of my student-life at the old College J;he 
times were tranquil. The Afghdn War wa& just over; the main excite
ment of the country-always exc!table-was over Maynooth and the 
common laws j and both questions were earnestly discussed ambngst us 
youngsters, mainly from tile high Tory point of view. Our lift" was joyous 
rather than wilfully insubordinate; and the authorities !~r most part 
connived at little irregularities conceived 10 that spirit. We had Ca 
Debating Society in which the Conservative majority was led by Temple, 
since distinguished as Governor of Bombay and Vice-Chairman of the 
London School Board. The Liberals were best represented by Mr. 
Hodgson Pratt, known to later times as President of the Association for 
Promoting International Arbitration. Besides the Deb<lJ:ing ~ociety there 
was a Social Club-the U Wellesley "~ich was a little exclusive and 
jealously gllarded the admission to i~ limited ranks. '}Ve had a 
" chartered toast," accompanied by a song with the refrain, "A Health to 
the Marquess, God bless him f" This posthumous homage to a long
departed Governor-General was celebrated by help o'a grand silver cup 
filled with generous portwine~ and hatf, probably, more effect 'on Siur \'~n 
health than on that of the deceased! But the pra~ical result was that 
we constituted ourselves a medium of communication between "the 
College and the World, and assumed the duty of eJltertaining dist1nguish-
~~~~~~~ . 

It will be understood that all such revelry was against rules; and 
the authorities had ample Il\eans of control in the system of nightly in
spection carried on by the servants. There was but one entrance to the 
College quadrangle from without, namely, the western gate facing the 
London road. Here was installed a janitor-Wiltshire by name-whose 
duty it was to lock up at sunset aoo enter in his book the nan&s of all 
studlints entering after a certain hour. We were then supposed to pass 
the evenings in our rooms, absorbed in study either" solitary or shared 
with an equally assiduous comrade; and, at the hour assigned for retire: 
ment, one of the staff went round knocking at each door with the 
question-" Alone, Sir?" If this was sometimes answered by a cheerful 
chorus of convivial voices no evil consequences usually resulted. 

The relaxation of rules hereb)t involved was mainly due to the pro
gres~ of time and the mitigating action ot experience. In the earlier 
constitution of the College it had been intended that discipline should be 
administered by the collective body of the Professors sitting in Council. 
But in MelviU's day the·power and responsibility had been consolidated 
,in the hands of the Principal: and his apility, good nature and ~enial 
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hospitafity had combined to give him great and beneficial influence. It 
is not too much to say that the more valuable features of academic 
discipline had been greatly strengtliened by the apparent relaxa~ion 
:>f vigour which ensued. 

I recollect an instance' of the tact with whkh Melvill turned aside 
what might" pave proved a dangerous blow to the well-being of the 
C!ollege, or, at least, to that of some of its alumni. It occurred in this 
wise. A number of the students had combined their resoUrces for the 
purchase of a billiard-table which, with due fittings and appurtenances, 
had been erected in the old Rye-House, famous as the scene of Rumbold's 
abortive plot" against the life of King Charles II., on the opposite shore of 
the river Lea-w~irh was here crossed by a road-bridge. There was an 
inn much frequg!nted by cockne,lI"anglers, and used by members of the 
College aC¥iicted to boating apd bathing in the river. The inn-keeper 
having failed, the estate passed into the hands of Trustees in Bankruptcy 
who attached our billiard-table, etc., as forming part of the assets. In 
vain we pointed ou~ the hardship of this, seeing that the property ob
viously «1id not belon~ to the esta!!. The s~licibOr to the Trustees would 
:ml~ answer that he found the names of many of the students on the 
inn-books as debtors for dinners and drinks; he would therefore hold the 
things as security for s!lch claims until we could prove our case in Court. 
On receiving this ultimatum we resolved to break the lien asserted to 
exist by carrying off the property, fortified, as we were, by the opinion 
of counsel that, If it were once taken out of the possession of the Trustees, 
all such claims would lapse.· Accordingly, one dark November night, 
we went down with a wagon and earned off the table, with cues, balls, 
lamps, and furniture, depositing them in a friendly quarter at Ware. 
As soortas Mr. Murray, the ilan in possession, discovered the 10:;5, he 
proceeded to the residence of the nearest Magistrate, to whom (in spite ot 
the late hour) he insisted on relating the case with a demand for warrants 
~ 
on a charge of burglary. Among the members of the Club were some 
who afterwards filled high offices in the Indian Empire i but the only men 
whom Mr. Murray could identify were the writer of these lines and the 
present Marquess of Tweeddale-then Lord William Hay-and in their 
names accordingly were tht- nocturnapwarrants made out. On the fol-• lowing morning, Murray presented himself at Wiltshire's gates, demmd:' 
ing execution of these warrants; but Wiltshire would only refer"him to 
the Principal. Melvill accordingly sent for Ha, and myself, and con· 

* Our learned friend was no other than the late Mr. Thomas Paynter, at that time 
ODe of ~ LoDtiOl1 Police Magistrates.j 



cealing Murray behind a door proceeded to ask us for an expHmatjon. 
On hearing the facts, the good Principal broke mto a hearty fit of laughter 
and dismissed us, We heard no more of the W4rrants, could only pre
sume that our Principal had sent Murray away in accordance "Vith the 
Horatian ll'tGtal-

"Solvu1Itur r£su tabulcc-tu missurabibt"s." 
My connection wlth the College ceased in 1846; a~d of its latfr 

fortunes I have no personal experience: but a pleasant pIcture has been 
supplied by Mr. E. Lockwood, who was a student there in the years 
immediately preceding the discontinuance of the system to ",hich it 
owed existence. DIscipline and training appear to have gon~ on improv
ing, and the men turned out during tho~e closmg years were perhaps up .. 
to even higher general level than h~ hltherto been lJsual. A few-
notably Sir Alfred Lyall and Sir Auckland. Cohin-lived to evn dlstinc. 
tion in many lmportant fields and to becomc, in a most conspicuous 
degree, Men of the TIme. 

The conclusion arrived at by Messrs. Lowell and St'.!phens is remark
able, opposed as it is to Plodd:. n ideas,thowever supp6'rted by the jacts. 

" It appears clearly," says Mr. Stephens, "from thIs story of the 
patronage system of the E. I. Company as to appointment . . . lhat 
patronage, when checked by training at a special. College enteted only 
after a qualifying examination, produces results not infenor to open com
petitive exammation. . . Most clearly of all is it proved that the 
chief advantage of such a College as Haileybury lay not so much in the 
actual instruction afforded as in the association together of young men 
intended for a careel in common in which they speCIally needed the 
traditions of a noble service." 

In the earlier portion of the work Mr.. Lowell applies these and 
simil~r considerations to the support of his proposal that American 
Colonial work should be entrusted to young men Specially prepared. 
In any case it is presumable that the people of the United States wouti 
never agree to the adoption of a system under which an over-educated 
Bengali can be sent to govern Sikhs or Afridis. and the administration of 
an important colonial seaport be entrusted to a full-blooded buck Negro. 

The streSs laid by the authorscan the alosociation of the young men is 
by no meAns exaggerated. Not only were tladitions of honourable duty 
establisJted, but the corporate spirit fostered was on the whole beneficial. 
And these things were perhaps more practically useful than all the book
learning in the world. e 

No properly-informed person will contend that old Ha~eyburl' was 



an i4ea1 place of education, or deny that, in comparison with other in~ 
stitutions, it was a rather lath-and-plaster Temple of the Muses. All that 
can be claimed for ids, perhaps, that"it ans,!ered the purpose for whjch 

. it was intended and that It went on improving itself to the last, The 
d.t!clared intention was to provide a place where young men of a certain 
solId class, after givmg proofs of good character and attainn.::.ents, should 
hwe together for a tIme and receivt: instruction in certain branches of 
knowledge which would be useful to them in the career which they had 
undertaken. Whatever protectIOn may have attended the sons and 
~ephews of the Directors after they had become students at the College, 
the entrance 'exammatlOns at least were conducted by competent 'and 
impartial scholars: and it was my personal comiction-going up as I did .. 
from Oxford-that a knowledge of..the requued subjects would have more 
than .sufficed to ensure a Unij'~rslty Degree. Nor, indeed, was the 
ordeal wIth~ut its terrors; some candidates abstamed from presenting 
themselves and were consoled by comnllSSlOm III the Company's Army: 
wIllie others only qualified th"mse!ves by the .ild of special trainers, 

, . 
amongst,whom I partIcularly rem@mber b&nn8 of a Mr. Rowsell, by 
\~ hom several of my &ntemporanes \\ ere prepared to face the examiner~. 

This ordeal onl,e rassed, WIth certain batlsfaction of the Court iQ 
regard tO'mordl characUlr, the youths entered the College and became 
expo~ed to temptatIOns mCldental to theIr age and cIrcumstances. The 
detect 111 sanctIOn, ansmg trom the known reluctance to blight a protege's 
career, has been alttady "ho\\n , but It \\ould be qUIte a mistake to inff'r 
thal the student~' pi ogress wa" negltcted or that they were usually sent 
to thelr Important work m lndla as perfe(.t dunct!. The nature of two 
of the '. European" course~-Pohtical Economy and Law--has been 
already Il1entJOned; otl- er s~bJects were equally attended to. Jeremic 
lectuled 111 the Llbrary,OI.pouIJumg Plato and CIcero with a wide.,/lnd 
vartous apparatus" of IllustratIOn. Heavlslde-afterwards Canon of 

-Mt'rw)(.h-taught bClence, or some brand! of apphed mathematics. In 
the Oriental SIde we had FranCIS Johmon, Editor of Richardson's Arabic 
DictIOnary, and Monier WIlliams, afterwards Boden Professor at Oxford. 
Eastw)ck and Ouseley looked after Urdu and PerSIan, provision being 
also maile for the languages of Madras OiJPd Bombay. 

Nor was all this a mere s'fiow. Eminent schol.trs came down to test' 
OUI work at the end of each telm, or what was known as" Dis" Day. In 
the terminal ExamlSatlOns a certain number of L. marks involved the 
lObS of the term; and the loss of two conseLutl\l>e terms vacated one's 
.lppoin~,ment.o If aitel all preca~tlOns, a dunce dId occasionally succeed 
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in getting to India, he was not always a bad fellow for rough work: in 
any case he had not made culture an industrJt or learned to l<1athe 
books like a grocer's boy surftited with figs. Clearly the names 
recorded in this book of Messrs. Lowell .and Stephens are enough to 
show that old Haileybury was quite able to turn out men whose reputa·· 
tion extended even beyond the limits of India. Competition bas 
probably rai\ed the general level of knowledge; it has no. yet produced 
better scholars than Brian Hodgson, or better statesmen than Jobn 
Lawrence. 

CHAPTER III. 
LONDON AND OXFORD DURING Two GENERATIONS • 

• 
When Sir Walter Scott published,' Waverley" with an aHernative 

title of "'Tis sixty years since," he aftSumed a consideralfle license: 
for it was only heg1t11 in 1805, to be laid by for so long that the 
interval separating the book from the events related was nearer seventy 
than sixty years. Under shelter of which great a~thority the writer of 
the present little record bopes to es8ape censure if be adopts i1 similar 

G 

liberty in looking back towards the earlier part of the Victoriap epoch." 
Nor does he propose to try the reader's patience with a repetition 0·£ the 
the well·worn comparison of the two ends of 'that protracted period. 
Great, indeed, have been the transformations evolved in many of life's 
aspects by the introduction of railroads and telegraphs, bicycle.riding 
and the penny post. Untaxed newspapers now supply facts and fancies 
to an enfranchised democracy; Chartism has been killed by concession; 
the Irish Church has been disestablished, and the disestablishment of the 
Church of England bas become a topic of discussion even among her 
own votaries. Education has teen rna&, compulsory, thoug~, on the 
other halld, if in science and in politics advances have been made it is 
doubtful whether the general intellectual and morar level has not been 
lOWE-red. At the beginning of the reign the Poet Laureate w\s l 

named William Wordsworth: Macaulay and MIll were at theIr zenith 
as popular writers; among the rising stars were Tennyson, ThackN'sy, 
Dickens: theologic teachmg' and controversy were in the }lands of 
Chalmers and Nev.man. To ll>one of these names could the end of 

• 0 
the reign supply an adequate comparison, any more than the ephemeral 
fiction which now usurps the name of "Literature" can rival the work 
of Bulwer, Lever, or Currer Bell; to say nothing of Dickens, Thackeray, 

• 0 
or George Elhot. 

One of the earliest events in the wOJld ~f English let~rs b,. wbkh 
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the co~Itlencement of the Victorian age was marked was the first 
app~rance of a periodi(al destined to a long and influential career. On 
the x7th July, x8'11, was published the· opening number of Punch, or tlte 
L01tdon Cltanvari: inspired-as the second title shows-by a comic 
paper of the Parisian boulevard, which it was ultimately to outdo in 
almost every respect. The Mayhew Brothers had much.,o do with 
thetinceptlon or Punch; but the firGt official editor was Mark Lemon, a 
portly publican from Holywell Street. DUling his incumbency Mr. W. 
S. Gilbert became an aspirant for that pubhc favour which he has since 
SO fully and so deservedly enjoyed; and a story used to be told of his 
having sent the earlier of his afterwards popular ., Bab Ballads" to 
Amck, to be declined by Lemon. It was added that, some time after
wards, the young a~thor rnet Lemen at dinner and proceeded to score 
in his most characteristic ma¥~r. "You edit .Punch, I believe, Mr. 
Lemon?" ftyes." " And I daresay you have some funny things sent to 
you from time to time?" "Oh, yes," answered the genial Mark, "very 
funny things indeed." " Ah !" saId Gilbert, medItatively; j'what a 
pity you never use any of them in ,our paper." • The writer would be 
far from' endorsmg t!tis bitter Joke. The PU11ch of Jerrold and the 
Mayltews, Kenny Meadows' and Leech, was not better than the paper 
has been ih Jater hands:. but it had plenty of funny things. 

It must have been soon after the date referred to when the 
Atlxenalllm-then under the father of Sir Charles Dilke-pointed out 
the ascenSIon of a new star in a review of the volume containing 
" Manana " and" The Lotus Eaters," "The Lady of Shallot and other 
Poems," 1842. The new author was encounteren at Culverden, the 
house of some neighbours of ours at Tunbridge Wells; a stately presence 
WIth longeblack half and retir.d manners. Wordbworth ere long ptO~ 
nounced hIm: "The greatest of our livmg poets "-a high benedic~on 
from the father of our poetic reformatIOn . 
.""., Walter Scotl had been dead some ten years; but the influence of 
his imagmatIve treatment of the past was exerting itself upon our cultured 
classes, gIving rise to the .. Puseyite" movement at Oxford and to the 
.. Young England" party in ParlIament and in Society. Charlie-over
the-water-to use Borrow's phrase-sy~bolised not only a politIcal ideal 
but stIll more a religious reactit>n, and the principles of poor decapItated· 
old Laud, though Dot in so many words propagated by the author of 
'''Waverley,'' derived popularIty from his teaching. Of the Corypbreus of 
the movement-If nicknames go for anything-notlting need be saId here. 
Dr. Pusey's p~ty and learning, coupled with his birth and social stand-
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, _1! 
ing, l'hade hin). a ptominent leader, according to genetal opinimn hut 
he wail j1 moderate man and hard~ a C~picn", John Newman''''';.er • a ~iffierent character and soon led the more ardf'ot:splrits of his school 
to what he and they deemed a logical conclusion. Of his a~littes an
ulldiscriminating admiration has appeared universal since hi$ death: 
but surviV(Jf$ will remember that Arnold-who had kn~wn him when 
they were both Fellows of Oriel-vehemently controverted his reason;'~g, 
while Carlyle saId he had" the brain of a buck-rabbIt." The tl'uth pro
bably was midway of two extremes. Newman's earnestness ~s Jomed 
to a consummate controversial irony ",hlCh had a singular effect on 
men's minds; but hIS great powers were not always used 'WIth due dis-

.retion. Years after the time now under nohce, he ,¥as sentenced to a 
fine for hbelhng an opponent; and no~ing could well be more severe 
than the admonItion then addressed to aim by Sir J. D. Cjleridge, the 
presiding Judge. And hiS subsequent attack on poor Charles Kirgsley, 
though a wonderful piece of triumphant dIalectiC, was not felt by every 
one at the tIme to be altogether fair. Impartial Q'1t1CS may well have 
felt that Newman's keen br1ght tl.cu'ty ",as a we~on 10 hIS hood rather 
than a complete expresslon of IllS mmd [!;ee Maudsley's "Natufal 
Causes," etc., p. 292 , and footnote on the next page]. Neverth~le&s, 
Wlth whatever dra wbacks, Newman had the heatt of a herOIC combatant; 
and to that he has been mdebted for the pOSItion he has attamed 
among~t the mtellectualldols of the age. It IS not less noticeable that 
his UDlverslty was at that very day producmg men destmed In some 
measure to counteract hiS mfluence . such as Clougq, Stanley, Matthew 
Arnold, and others who ha\e perhaps supplanted him as leaders of the 
beEt modern thought The pupils of Mark Pattison and Benjamin 
Jowett are dOlng more to-day than the.Neo-Laudians, of w~Qm the 
strQIlgest have qUIte deserted the ranks of F,eedom. 

Oxford IS totally changed smce the begmDlng of the reIgn. whether . ~ 

materIally, socially, or as a place of learnmg. In those days you wenf' 
up, as vacancies occurred m your College, of which you could not be a 
member until you had matnculated ; which was dOIle after an exanllDa
tion by the College authorIhes, mamly directed to the discovery of the 
'ClalOS of your attamments m view to arra~mg what lectures would be 
most .• Ultable for }OU to attend .• The lectures in each College were 
dehvered excluslVely to then own pupils, by the tutors of each; and 
attendance-wlth due answenng and construing-formed tbe great 
part of your studies j"the lectures of the University Professors bemg 
either non,existent or matter of option, ~f not a mere formlijlty. JIl your 
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you went through what was called co Sitting f_O 
you took ~our place in the Schools' Gallery to 

O;:;i" .... '''' .. ''u'u~, of your senjors for their ft Little-go," and in the " 
term you were expected to present yourself for a like ordeal. There 
were no Moderation Examinations, and only two final schools for 
,. Greats "-in which thp more promising of the urldergr~uates were 

•• 
eacouraged by the authorities of their respective colleges to try for 
honours in humane letters, or in mathematics, or in both. By the 
former is to be understood what is known at Cambridge as the" clas
sical Tripos," but in place of genuine scholarship such as that of a 
Porson or a Shilleto, the Oxonian had to display his acquirements chiefly 
in Logic, Aristotle, and Greek verse. Such was the path indicated for 

• the ambition of the stuuil)llS youth of the University. 
Thf! reading men, howevei~ were in the minority, those to whom 

the approv:l of the Dons was as the !JI:p.ath of the nostril, and who shunned 
delight and lived laborious days. From morn to dewy eve tbey read, 
only intermitting their labours to sally forth for a "constitutional," 
walk up Headingt;n, to Godstoit, or soft1e otber fixed point not too 
remote. Halls and chapels, as a matter of course; and a rare visit to 
the union to listen to, perhaps join in, a debate.· Their destiny was 
clear; some would bec()me Fellows and settle down, each in turn, to a 
College living with vague views of Deanery or Bi&hopric ; others would 
become u5hers in public-schools with hopes-more or less justified-of 
5ucceeding to the head-master's ferule. A certain number went to 
the Bar, whence they might, or might not, extract a fortune or rise to 
the Bench: a few might graduate in medlciuc (lnd set up as consulting 
physicians, awaitmg their guinea-fees, while the general practitioner, 
less hanfpered by education i-nd etiquette, chased the nimble shillings 
in his gig, or compounded pills and potions in his odorous surgery .• 

This was the 'ideal of the reading-man: a double first-often be
~ming something less in actual result-a decorous and lucrative career 
-not seldom attaining more of the fonner than of the latter. But there 
were others, at the extreme opposite, who were quite insensible to such 
considerations. These were the "fast men," using or abusing the 
supplies sadly made to them by en.umbered parents; crossing the 
quadrangle to each other's rcrotlls in ragged academicals, or "doing the 
High" in unbecoming splendour. Dog-fighting, billiards and beer, bad 
company and vittgt-et-U1z formed the occupation of their lives, which, . 

* These debates were then held in the parlour of a shop, or some such modest 
rebort. , 

2 
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indeed, they might have carried on without coming to coUege a.t aU. 
Pluck and rustication failing to reform or warn -them, they went to the 
dOis in their respective ways; some to a hall where, ander a relaxed 
discipllne, they might hold out until, in the fulness of time a Pa~s degree. 
might be pitched from a weary university; others to the post of billiard 
marker, pri'6li.te soldier, or penniless emigrant. It is haI~ly necessary 
to add that the great majority of undergraduates had little in comRfon 
with either of these extremes; consisting of brave youths, happy in 
emancipation from school, living on their allowances, observing rules 
in a general way, taking their B. A. in due course, and dlsappearing 
into the midway paths of life, neither much better nor milch worse for 
having spent three years at the University. 

Oxford has indeed changed, 1n ,0cia,1 matters especially, Many 
of the Dons are now married and live Al the pretty north~n suburbs, 
where their wives entertain undergraduate fnends at tea and tennis. 
Noblemen and gentlemen commoners no longer dine at high-table in 
silken gowns, though there is elsewhere more aSllOciation than of old 
between the older and 'Younger men~ You can ta~e honours in .. M~s " 
and graduate, afterwards, in fancy subJects: when you return to cQllege 
after the long vacation you find that your rooms have been, occupied 
by an extension lecturer or, perhaps, by an enthusiastic school· 
marm.-

Materially, also, the place is a good deal altered. No longer do 
you enter over Magdalene bridge: the "Angel" bas fallen, and in bis 
vacant place arise Jackson's new "Schools." Trams run through the 
streets, and B.:S.C. has a neo-gothic frontage on the High. Neverthe· 
less, a certain medireval air clings to the old city, and even linf\ers about 
the common· rooms of the Colleges; and exford, more than any place 
in lLngland, still links the present to the past. 

One great change there certainly is. In the early days of railrqad 
travelling the university authorities, in the interests of discipline, con
trived to prevent the great \Vestern Company from bringing their line 
to Oxford. The nearest station was then at Steventon; and the con
&equence-as mlght have been foreseen-was not to prevent the young 
mell from running up to Londoh, but meve1y to add to the expense of 

. the journey the cost of a trap to Steventon, and another to bring one 
back next day. There was no local theatre either, so that the most 

- A vivid impression remains on memory of the late Lord Ward, in silk and gold, 
rustling into J ubber'" with a tram of admiring henchmen. o 



innos;ent undergraduate had always an excuse for an occasional '9isit to 
the centre of music ana the drama. '* 

Those were in London days of good acting and poor staging;. in 
,plaL.e of elabonte structures built up on the stage, wlllle the audiente 
waits on the carpenters, you had to be satisfied wlth flats and hanging 
sheets. But-xou had Macready, Phelps, Harley, Farren. Buckstone, 
t~. Keeleys, Madame Vestris, Mr. Nisbett; and excellent plays replaced 
after a short run by others equally enjoyable. The pit was a pleJ.sant 
rendezvous for critics and people of moderate means, where, for a 
couple of shillings, you could get a seat in a good angle of vision for the 
stage-the sa'me, in fact, as the seat now called a .c stall," for which you 
may be charged h\1£ a guinea; and there you may (between the ladies' 
hats) see a problem-play in which the actors and actresses go thropgh 
their hundrid and fiftieth perfor~ance with mechanical accuracy. 

A favourite resort with young 01(onians of tllose days was the 
Haymarket j and that little theatre had a spe::ciallty 10 which we took 
great interest. It W\S, probably, the precursor of the comic operetta, in 
which the Savoy has since become'o cons!tcuo~; but it was a cruder 
and less ambitious undertaking, known to the time as "Burlesque." 
The Idea was to take a weH.known fairy tale, dress it in drama, and 
throw in a lot of topical" songs written to familiar airs. The writer was 
generally Mr. J. R. Planche, an official of the Herald's College, whose 
antiquarian tastes combined with light artistic instincts derived from 
French blood: and among the performers were Charles Mathews and 
" Polly Horton, " known to later admirers as Mrs. German Reed. One 
of these entertainments exhibited the gods of Olympus coming down to 
London; and the part of Mars was taken by a stentorian barytone. 
Mr. Jam6 Bland, who sang a.song in praise of gun·cotton, an explosive 
just then produced by a German Professor. Bland's song on this tapic 
-regarded as congenial to the God of War-may be quoted as an 
'!!'iimple of Planche's manner, 

.. Some talk of Captain Warner, 
Of Lord Dundonald some, 

Of shooting round the corner, 
Or of something quite as rum ; 

But of all the ¥rallge in~entions 
The strangest this appears, 

1£ with cotton.twist you the charge can resist 
Of the British Grenadiers." • 

• Further detaiIa of uni ... eraity life at tJu, eire of the Victorian epoch and on to the 
middle o'the J9* century will be foun~in Mr. ThekweU's .. Remini&cences," J9OO. 
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We have got a good deal further in the fini~h of our comIc baUads 
since then, though many play~go~s of that period are still able to go to 
the theatre: and the exploits commemorated have been as much super
seded and made obsolete as the verse in which they were SU:lg. Captain· 
\Varner invented a "long range" by which he blew up a boat at 'a 
distance of ~o yards; and Professor Schonbein, with a c~ge of cotton, 
sent a round shot through eight inches of deal board at a distance I:of 
nearly one hundred. These feats would not attract attention in China 
~~ . 

At Drury Lane, English Opera made a fairly successfuJ stand under 
the management of Alfred Bann- remembered by a few on account of 
his quarrel with Macready. The tenor parts in t(leSe performances 
were taken by Mr. Harrison, one of w\lose sons in due course married 
Charles Kingsley's daughter, known to nlodern novel reader_as" Lucas 
Malet." Mrs. Nisbett for a time left the stage to become the wife of 
Sir William Boothby, a Derbyshire baronet. 

Among the frequenters "f the" pmnibus BoxJ' at old Drury were 
Sir Charles Shakerley"Sir Henry de Bathe, and Michael Bruce of tl]e 
Coldstream Guards, the ardent admirer of the beautiful but ill-fated 
Clara Webster, whose dress took fire at the footlights, and she was killed 
before his eyes. Among the beauties of the higher social sphere were 
Miss Virginia Pattle- afterwards Lady Somers-with Lady Pollington, 
Lady Dorothy Walpole. and the daughters of Lady Jersey. Like the 
stars of the theatrical world, these too have passed from sight, like 
comets moving in hyperbola; and the rare survivors are left to echo the 
sad song of Captain Morns;-

" Tl1ere'E many a lad I loved is dead, • And many a lass grown old ; 
And, when I think of themes like that, 

My weary heart grows cold," 
Other notable men about town were Count Alfred d·Orsay-the glass 
of fashion-and his friend Prince Louis Napoleon-then chiefly known 
for ambitious undertakings which might seem to have been borrowed 
from Planche-Lord Alfred Pag1!, Sir Charles Kent, of the Life Guards, 
Imd a :ew others, among whom a yo un" Jew M. P. was being much 
talked about, partly for his eccentric writings, but more for his audacious 
attacks on Sir Robert Peel in the House of Commons. (Mr. Benjamin 
Disraeli was only young as a politician in a world where men uncon
nected with great houses rose slowly, having- been, of course, born nearly 

. forty y~rs before.) 
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The day of great h(tuses is over j their last stand was in oppositicn 
to Free Trade; but the changes in the political system that the last 
sixty years have witnessed have been celebrated elsewhere: fortunate 
·in. this respect has our country been that change, which might have been 
caused by sudden violence, has been the work of time. Though so 
gradual, ho~er, it has been very complete j and Demo~, who was 
battering the gates with his fire·pointed Charter at the opening of the 
period, is now solidly established in the high places of the City. Every 
great department of state is affected by the new system; in one respect 
at least most i>atriotic Britons will admit an evident advance. At the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Victoria what has now dwindled into 
"Little England,'· of which even its friends seem half ashamed, was 
called " Manchester School," an,;. was connected with high and serious 
politics. .. !:ut the painter" was a common cry, in regard to the 
colonies; " Perish India" ! was an aspiratIon hardly disowned by some 
of the Chiefs of Freedom. 

In one direction,·indeed, it wasafound bf a 2ractical test that the 
imperial instinct was not lulled beyond arousing. In 1837, a French 
Canadian of the name of Papinean raised his standard in much the 
same spirit shown in recent times by Paul Kruger. The revolt was 
energetically and wisely met, being put down by General Colborne, an old 
Waterloo veteran, ultimately raised to the Peerage as Lord Seaton. 
Papinean was allowt>d to go to Paris, a constitution was granted to 
Canada, the French Province was nnited to the rest of the colony 
without detriment to French susceptibilities, either as to law, language, 
or religion. Ultimately, the United Provinces, under a Prench Premier, 
have ren<iered valuable aid to the Empire in a moment of trouble dlle • to an almost exactly similar cause in South Africa. No greater proof 
can be given of the amendment in spirit all round, nor of the good t"hat 
~y come out of a hearty struggle followed by a just and humane 
settlement. 

One of the most prominent public men of the early Victorian period 
was the conqueror of Napoleon, a man whose active service had begun 
in the eighteenth century. Tbe Duke ~f Wellington was then a very 
familiar figure in the London ttreets where he often walked unattende<}, 
or rode with do single groom behind him: his mighty antagonist had 
long since fretted himself out on his rock-a modern Prometheus With 
a Britlsh General for his Vulture. Like Napoleon, "the Duke" had 
but little love for" the people," as a separate organ in the State; and 
he wa~prepa'~d to do all in his "ower to preserve, as intact a:s jossible, 
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the existing hanle.work of society. It was na .part of his businfts to 
foresee the future. Heine called Napoleon ,. Gonfalonier of tlle Revolu
tton "-an over statement. Republican N apole(ln was not, but with 
greater truth might Wellington have been called the sw.:.rdsman ,of 
conservatism j for he knew, if only by instinct, what danger was involved 
in a too-su'bden breaking up of existmg manners and 1!'tistoms. The 
destruction of feudal privilege was begun by Grey a~d Russell, in I~30, 
When they brought forward their first proposals for" Reform," in other 
words for such a reconstruction of national representative government 
as must for ever destroy the privileges of the territorial aristocracy. 
The Duke regarded thIS as I. fatal to the constitution" (vide cItation 
in Maxwell's Life, Vol. II. p. 270). Nevertheless,·to" ta~e the King 
out of the hands of the RadIcals," ~ was prepared, as late as May 
1832, to introduce CI an extensive measure of Reform." tl 

The Duke's anxieties on the subject have been hardly justified. 
The destruction of feudal privilege has not produced in England that 
utter disfranchisement of tile aristoeracy that wee see in France. Let 
us hope that, in our isiands, it may rather take the form of raising the 
lowly with no corresponding depression of other classes-the spellil'lg 
of Revolution without the R. As servIle lab.our IS more and more 
replaced by machlOery, v.e may approach the ideal condition when all 
Citizens may have the habits of gentlemen. But" the Duke," bred in 
another system and menaced for many months with mob violence, can 
hardly deserve blame if he did not perceive this tendency. 

It is bard to find a crIterion for the just comparison of the two ends 
of our era. "The Duke's" ideal was a strong centralised system, but the 
introduction of the ten-pound voter had undermined all tliat: and 
things were bound to go further. The ru~e of the lower middle classes 
was based, it IS to be feared, on narrow and ignoble ideas. The mention 
of Hamson the Tenor of old DlUry nmlDds une of the follo\\ing disp1a.y 
of artistic conception characterIstic of the class. A gentleman was 
manifesting displeasure at Harrison, one nigbt, when his next neigh
bour in the dress-circle begged him to deSIst. .. I don't hlu~," said the 
worthy citizen, .. to 'ear anyone 'ISS Mr. 'Arrison." .. ""hat," said the 

c. 
6tber ••• Dot if he sings fiat? II "N 0 Sir, '. was the It-ply. .. 'E is a good 
'usband, and a good father; and 'is word is as good as 'is bond." 

Such was the type of man to whom the Act of 1832 had given the 
control of our destinies. The constituency of to-day is greatly composed 
oi a different sort of men; persons who use their bands, perhaps, more 
than th8Y use their heads; who are ambitious and givt.n to ~sk for 



rate8'of CO!molument whis:h are illCO nvenient and even dangerous to the 
t;Ommerce of the country: but the] speak good English, have just 
canons of art, and are more ready to make sacrifices for the Empire 

·than were the believers in :eright and Cobden. The democratic system 
tnat has been establi~hed among us for the past twenty years, or so, 
of the I9th GelDtury has not been ignoble; neither can th. epithet be 
fatrly held applicable to the aristocratic government that resisted 
Louis XIV. and ru)ned Napoleon: but the trItervening regIme, which 
{uled from the 1832 settlement to the penod of household suffrage, can 
hardly be r~garded as anything more than a national eclipse. The 
proofs are familiar: no cabinet dared to attend to the Duke's almost 
passionate prayer, for national defence; the war with Russia, entered 
into ~ithout consideration, waj conducted m a spirit of scandalous 
negligence, FrE'e Trade and' Utliversal ExhIbitions were held to be 
efficient substitutions for public vigilance and private virtue. From 
that base mghtI\'lare our nation has been rou!'ed, Just in time to save it 
from becoming the apoil and lau~l1ng sto~ of Europe. John Bull is 
no longer the fat man walking in dangerous ~ays with his pockets 
unbuttoned, his watch-cham hanging loose, and his stick replaced by a 
five-shilling umbrella: he is more anxious than of old, but ready 
to take his own part, and" gare a qui Ie touche." 

Having written above concernmg fast men at the University. it may 
not be out of place if I conclude with an experience of a tragical 
character concerning one of the class, occurring In India. not many 
years after my entrance mto the Service. H~vlDg been invlted to assist 
at the terminal exammation of a private school In a HIll Station, I 
observe,-\at one end of the school room a desk by ",hich was !otnnding 
a gentlemanly looking yount man plamly dressed, With a face that I 
thought I recc~nised. On my asking the headmaster who this ~as, 
t was told that he was a gunner in the Bengal Artlllery attached to the 
convalescent Depot and officiating as teacher in the school by arrange
ment with the commandant. HIS name was said to be " Mortimer" ; 
but that sounded so very like the sort of name that would be taken by a 
man anxious to mask himself that I was not satisfied. As I passed his 
desk I said:" Have we not. met beftlre?"; and was answered as. I 
expected. The gunner-usller was a man who had been at Christ Church 
when I was an under-graduate; the son of an emment scholar and 
D.D.; the name of Mortimer being only a nom d' emprullt. On subse
quent occasions the whole story came out. My contemporary had got 
into U~e toilstol a mone}'.lendera named Lewi~ Joel, who, by the belp. 
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of a cigar'shop and a showy wife, had endeared pimself to many of the 
gilded youth of the time. HaviIt/t taken his degree, my friend went to 
the Bar; but Joel's claims went on-a::: such things had a special way 
of doing: and poor - was threatened with the then very severe' 
operation of the law. At length, in a moment of despair, he was accosted 
in the nowvltbi'lhed King-Street, Westminster, where the Rt'i. Compan~'s 
recruiting agency was then held at a low tavern. It was an opening of 
escape from Joel: the Sergeant was persuasive, and. in fine, 
.. Mortimer" took the company's shilling and was sent au;; to Dum. 
Dum in the Bengal regiment of Artillery. A few months Jater be saw 
in the Home-papers that Joel had been convicted of felony and tran
sported! But that, of course, was of no avail to him- now; his health 
broke down in the service; and he was"ent to the Depot for charge of 
air. He had influential friends, however, and hoped soon-to buy hIS 
discharge. 

I left the Hills and went to Muzaffarnagar, in 1854: while there I 
one day got a scrap of papE¥' signed J;>y my fric.ncJll asking me tt) come 
and see him in the ~arai (native inn); and herp., sure enough, w~s 
Mortimer with a small country-cE.rt, wandering without means or 
object. A t his request I supplied his immediate wants and gave him a 
letter to the manager of a newspaper publi'lhed at Meerut, on which he 
forthwith promised an engagement. But he did not remain there long; 
and, on being discharged, re-enlisted in the King's Royal Rifles. On 
the evening of the 10th May, 1857, he was murdered by the mutineers 
as he was loafing on the Delhi road. Such was the tragical fate of a 
fast man in the last gen('ration. 

CHAPTER rv. 
LONDON AND OXFORD DURING Two GENERATIONS (coni£nZted.) 

The beginning of the Victorian era was a time of hopefulness; and 
its first decade-to those who can remember it-will appear &S one 
of apogee for the British nation. A famine visited in Ireland, which 
permanently reduced the population, though it may have left no further 
immt:diate effect but the rep~l of the Corn Laws, and a new 

• • impetm1 to the national prosperity before which the English discontent 
expressed by Chartism recoiled and collapsed.- The Crimean War 
had not yet revealed the incompetence of our administration, nor had 
the Indian Mutiny' revealed the thinness of the crust over Plutonian 

.. All most serious insurrectIOns hav¥ad their origin in mifery. 
A • 



forc~s. . Alike in England and in France-so near and yet so far-were 
laid the foundations of· a new Feudalism; and the barons of military 
conquest were being superseded by ·the lords of finance. It is said 
hat the famous Headmaster of Rugby-Thomas Arnold-expressed 
tis joy over th.e opening of the North-Western Railway (then called 
he London",and Birmingham) on the ground that it alijlounced the 
e~d of the feudal system. His JOY would have been tempered if he 
had known that it might also indicate the coming of a harder and more 
ignoble oppression provocative of strife more deadly than the Peasant 
·Wars of the past. It is. indeed, no more than the plain truth that, in 
England at feast, the aristocracy has shown more care for the working
classes than the dJrect employers of labour and th~ir representatives in 
the House of Commons." The French Revolution, too, was hegun by 
the HberaliobJes, ratber than uy the bourgeoisie, if we take Mirabeau 
and Condorcet into account. Less able, perhaps, but more fortunate, the 
English nobility was able to enter the popular ranks without much 
suffering, while th,t of France was swept away or suppressed. Just 
before the middle of the nineteentft century~t maoy have seemed, in both 
countries, as if a new oligarchy of capital was to take the whole com
mand, b\}t, in Britain if nowhere else, it was soon to be discovered that 
prosperity was not to be obtained that way. In the long run, however 
useful a factor might be the benevolent leadership of culture and 
capital, it was on their own resources that the rank and file of labour 
must depend if they were to share in the profits of production and build 
for permanence the national welfare. 

Hence it was but natural that reform should have been at that 
period represented as coincident with the interests of the mlddle-classes. 
So acut~ an observer as Benjp.min Disraeli produced a most successful 
work of fiction in 1845, with the misspelt title of "Sybil," in which he 
postulated that we were still" Two Nations."t It was a land of 
Coc1,aigne--on which the day of Democracy was hardly dawning. 

That was the state of affairs at home when the present writer 
landed in Calcutta during the month of October, 1847. It was a period 
of apparent prosperity there also. The Governor-General was on his 
way down the country, af~r havingt conquered the Sikhs, and c'!n-

.. Instance-oS \\ ill be fotlnd on the Rolls (If Parliament as far back as the reillDs of 
Edward III., and his granc'son, where the King and Council, or the House of Lords, 
refused to sanction bills sent up by the Commons having an oppressh'e tendency. 

t "Sybil; or the two Nations," was a story of capit.lJ and labour. The ortho· 
graph»of th" 'IIIOrd is. of course, " Sib.yl." 
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eluded treaties 'With Lahore, Kashmir, and Nepal. He was GeIieral 
Hardinge. famous for his services in the P@i~sular War and in the 
W~terloo compaign-where he l~st his left arm; a man of whom the 
Duke oC Wellington testified that he ne' er ulldertook anythiug that he . 
did not understand, on whose tomb Qneen Victoria was eventually to 
record that ,'no sovereign ever possessed a more honest iJld faithful 
councillor, a more loyal, fearless and devoted servant." • 

The veteran was received in Calcutta with a sort of Roman triumph, 
the captured Sikh guns-2s6 in number-being paraded on the maida1z. 
and a warm address of congratulation offered by the community· 
(Native and European) culminating ultimately in the erection of a fine 
statue. His actual appearance at the time was ratier pleasing than 
imperial; a brisk English gentleman, of moderate stature only; with a 
good forehead, a mild eye, and the cle'an-shaven countemt"ce of the 
Wellington ian school. Though born of a good old stock, the Governor
General was not ennobled until 1846, after the conclusion of the war of 
which he had shared the labour and peril in persony-the last occupant 
of the post who has done so.· He hat served as a volunteer by the siC¥; 
of old Gough, the Commander-in-Chief, whom he had been ordered to 
supersede if he should find it necessary. Hardinge, however, pad kept 
the matter to himself; and in spite of disaster and discussion, main
tained his secondary soldiership to the lal>t. 'iVhen all was over he, ns 
head of the Government, bore liberal testimony to the good qualities of 
the brave old Irish Chief. 

The period of one's arrival in India was that signalised by Hunter 
as the break between the old and the new Anglo-India.- Just two 
years earlier Captain Waghorn had delivered 0' the express portion " of 
the mail by the overland route, which wa. permanently estabfished in 
1846.: though an experimental despatch had been made five years 
before, taking just two months in transit. Up to these days-and 
indeed for some time later-our Honorable Masters did not allow their 
servants leave beyond the Cape of Good Hope; and many, who had 
been from nine to twelve months on the voyage out, remained forty or 
£fty years in the country and often left their bones there. One of the 
la~t of these old I. Qui Hyes "dtlly died d.uting the last nineties-Mr. 
Fleetwood Williams, C.S.!., who had left England before the introduc
tion of rallway-travelling. I think he smoked his hooqua to the last. 
This was a stately tobacco-ceremonial of which no trace remains in 
E.uropean circles, though practised universally in Bengal when I entered 

• " LH" of Brian Hod~!I(m," p. z6. 



the i>ervice. The man per of it was this : after the ladies left the dining~ 
room-if not before-each man was 'provided (by a special attendant) 
with a silver mouth-piece in a bowl of perfumed water j a strip of ca'l'pet 

. being laid behtnd the chair on which was placed the crystal vase con
taining the water through which the smoke was to pass and be inhaled 
in a cooled .condition. In the top of this vase was plated the bowl 
containing the clzillttm-a paste of tobacc.o and conserve; a glowing ball 
of igOited charcoal was laid on this, and the end of the II snake" at the 
~ame time introduced under the right· hand arm of your chair. You 
then insertesJ the mouth-piece i and in another minute the room was 
full of gurgling sound as of camels protesting against their loads. Such 
was the solemnity.witnessed after every Anglo-Indian dinner; to which 
it remains to add that it was a deadly affront to step over that portion 
of the sna. which lay upon th~ carpet. 

Another social function of the day was the taking of wine with one 
another, confined in England to mess-rooms and practised between 
petsons near enougli to catch one another's eye. In India, however, it 
would sometimes happen that a g~est at o~e end of a long table wished 
to exchange greetmgs with a friend at the other, whom he knew to be 
present even if he could barely see him. It even bappened occasionally 
that the parties had quarrelled, and one or both desired to renew amicable 
relations. In all such cases the man mal<ing the overture would send 
his s«vant round to the other with the message, "So-and-so sends 
compliments" (Sahtb salam dcta). On which the recipient was ex per ted 
to lean forward and "look towards you," each raising his glass 
and making a bow over It at the same moment. 

WeeY0ungsters were supposed to be on probation, being technically 
described as •. in College." 'here were not, indeed, any traces left of 
the collegiate life and discipline that Lord Wellesley had endeavoured 
to instltute a generatIOn earlier; but there were still periodical examina
tions to test our progress in Persian and the vernacular of BengaJ, or of 
the North-West Provinces. The pursuit of that curriculum, however, 
left us abundant leisure, more or less of which was devoted to Society 
(with a capItal S). Sir Lawff'nce Peel, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Cameron. 
and some of the military offi~aJs tendAed us hospitality- mere, indefid, 
than the members of our own Service. Mrs. Cameron was one of the 
famc.us Pattie family. sister of the beautiful Virginia, Lady Somers. 
Her uncle, Colonel Patt\e, familiarly known as ., Jemmy Blazes," had 
been somewhat notorious a few yean. before on account of his prowess 
as a 'llRcontn.-; and many wer; the anecdotes about him which werE; 



still current in those days, He had risen in the Ninth Bengal Light 
Cavalry, and commanded the corps at the battie of Miani, where Sir 
Ch.arles Napier broke the resist~nce Df the Amirs of Sbdh in 1843. 
Mt'yan is the Persian for II scabbard"; and it was related that the' 
colonel accounted for the name of the field in some such terms as these: 
" In the th~ of the melee Slr Charles (ode up to me, crying, • By G
Colonel, this is butchery; give me your sword, Sir?' I had, of courJe, 
to obey; but my blood was up: calling on my men to follow, I returned 
to the charge; and-you may beheve me or not-killed eleven of the, 
enemy with my empty scabbard. Hence the name." 

It seems odd, on looking back, to find that we had more friends 
among the soldiers than with people of our own clotB. But So it was. 
Among messes at which I was welcomed, either as a guest or honorary 
member in those early days, I can particularise those of tiree British 
regiments, besides some in the Company's Army, especially the Bengal 
Artillery.* The officers of that period were less afflicted with examina
tions and intellectual trainine than atJ'resent; and. perhaps had not so 
much actual experience in war as their immediate predecessors, ~he 
followers of Wellington. 

Neither in point of conviviality or of expenditure are the. present· 
day officers likely to emulate the men of old, although the traditions cf 
a Service die hard--especially amongst Britons. But it is obvious that, 
when the officers of an army are chosen on purely intellectual grounds, 
they must more and more tend to diverge from the old semi-feudal 
type. And when one adds the consideration that they work hard all 
day and-in some cases-pursue professional studies at night, one sees 
that officers can no longer lead the sort of life depictea, with more or less 

{) 

of accuracy, by Charles Lever and the autQor of" Guy Livingstone." 
Among the picturesque elements now eliminated from British 

Army life was the practice of private warfare. Duelling-as noticed in 
a former workt-arose out of the ordeal by battle: it being a result of 
the form of belief prevalent in the Dark Ages that Providence interposed 
on behalf of just causes. Something of the same kind again revealed 
itself when one assumed judicial functions up-country, and found 
H}w'J. villages settling boundary.'\lisputes W club-law, or referring them 
to loc"l arbitrament on the venue, with the traditional adage-Panch
men ParmesNwar, or "God is with the five." In the same work it is stated 

• The officer~ of the Native Army were less friendly to our Service than those of the 
Artillery and of what were then called II Queen's Regiments:' 

't Sert'ani "f Jolt'll CtlJ1lpany, p. 76. 
( 
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that the last duel between Anglo-Indians took place as late as 1855. 
som~ time after the practice had died out at Home. It may be 
presumed that the Anglo-Indian offieers hardly shared the belief of 
their continental predecessors, or their native contemporaries; th'ey 
'fought each other on all sorts 'Of motives, but not that God should" show 
the right." Nevertheless, fight they most certainly did. down to the very 
enp.of the d'ld rtgzme that terminated in the A1l1uJe Terri~le of 'Fifty-
seven. 

CHAPTER V. 
MOFUSSIL Ln'E BEFORE THE MUTINY. 

From the beginning of the British Indian Civil Administration there 
have always been (\VO distilll.t sections of the Service in the .. Bengal 
Presidency"-to use a familiar phrase, now obsolete. In Calcutta lived 
the Govern~-General, not yet raised to the dignity of Viceroy j appointed, 
indeed, on the nominatlOn of the Crown-Mlnl~ters, ) et commis
sioned by the Company and liable to be recalled by the fiat of its Dilec
tors. This latter sta\ement has all incredlltle ar~pearanr.e j but It is 
true j so true that the predecessor of Lord II arding-e, the able but 
eccentric Lord Ellcnborough, was abbolutely so rtcallt:d. About the 
Governor:General gyrated all the centres of administration, sa ve when 
occasions of State or of inclination took His Excellency to Simla, when he 
was usually attended by some of the minor Panjandrams. Thus, in 
1837-8 Lord Auddand made a progress, which furnibhed substance 
for his sister's amusing Idlers afterwards puulibhed ill the form of a 
book· But when he got to SImla he lived In <t cnttage and only one 
Secretary attended lum, With two Juniors, Messrs 1. R. Colvin and 
Henry T~rrens. The actIn, Governor of Bengal and the Supre(1!l~ 
Coullcil remained at Calcutta, with all the heads of Civil and Military 
Departments. The rest of Bengal ana Hindustan was vaguely known 
as the ., Mofussil,"t an unequal partition in all respects save that of 
power and digmty. It is with this enormously larger section of tIle 
Empire that the young official had to concern himself when once he left 
the charmed circle of the capital. It can hardly be necessary to add 
that between the two classes, th~ major~ty who proceeded to up-coun
try stations and the favoured fitw who remained at head·quarters, ther~ 
was a chronic mistrust, almost amountIng to hostility, For the Mofus
silite the head-quarter rr.en felt a suspicion not unblended with a ten· 

• .. Up the Country." by the Hon. Emily Eden, 3rd edition, I..cadon, 18_6. 
t Properly "Mubssal" • q d. fe/JlIl/lte. 
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dency to take bim for granted until you could trip him up , whiJ!>t h~, on 
the other hand, regarded his fortunate colleague with envy, perhaps 
tending towards insubordination.' Metcalfe-afterwards a Peer and 
Governor-General of Canada-was one of the few whose f::xqeptlOnal. 
ability led to h1S bemg employed in both classes; for he was at one tlme 
the Governljent Agent and Commissioner at Delhi, at another a Mem
ber of Council at Calcutta: yet he denounced the member; in gen~ral 
as a "caste" of which the suppression was essential to the welJ...being of 
the Empire. Instances of serious misunderstanding between the two 
classes were not, perhaps, very numerous; foron both sides t~ere were 
principles of loyalty and patriotism. But such cases as that of Ochter
lony in Amherst's reign and that of 'William Tayler clurillg the Mutiny, 
were enough to show what possibilIties of evil might lfe beneath the sur
face, The antagonism referred to had found VOice towards the end of 
the Bentinck penod, 10 the pages of the Meerut Umversa? Magazl1u, 
whose affectionately shortened title was M. U. M., a periodical set going 
by an officer of the 11th Hussars, named Tuckett, and supported 
by two very able young civfiians, He'ruy Torrens a'rid H. M. Elliot, who 
were then serving at Meerut. • ' 

It was the postulate and position of the provincial staff of those days 
that its members passed thelf Jives lD correcting the blunde'rs of the 
departmental chiefs at Calcutta, whom they pictured as overpaid burp:\n
cratswallowing in a pool of selfish ignorance and imbecility; and although, 
the M. U. M. expired after a brilliant existence of barely two years, 
a more durable organ arose on its ashes with a somewhat similar pro· 
gramme. This was the },1o!rtssiltte, a weekly paper edited by a young 
barrister named John Lang, which for several years-indeed up to the 
outbreak of May 18S7-continued to aI\flear at Meerut. LatIg himself 
loved to enjoy the social pleasures which lie found during the hot and 
ramy seasons on the cool heights of Simla, where also he could procure 
help of all sorts from visitors of culture at the sanitarium. But he harl 
able assistants at Meerut, at one time an accomplished and well-read 
Canadian, G. R. Wilby; always his faithful printer. Mr. Gihbons. It 
was in those days that the memorable one~line leader appeared of which 
something has been said elsew&ere-H The Gorham case; damn the 
Gorham case," t The Gorham case is w111-nigh forgotten now ; but it 

• Torrens afterwards became Under-Secretary to Government, and was popularly 
lebited with the policy that led to the Afghan War. Elliot became Forciln Secretary 
.n DI.\uouMe's time, a.nd a. Knight of the Ba.th, 

t .. A Serva.nt of John Compa.ny," p. t:l.3· , 
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mad~ a stir about the year 1850 and the commotion became perceptible 
all through the Empire; being indeed a distinct but connected outcome 
of the Anglo-Catholic movement. The "case" arose out of a controve~sy 
.on baptiimal regeneration, a pubject unlikely to possess the least in
terest for Mr. Lang; and i~ the book cited above a rum our was men
tioned assigning the credit-or debit-of the contemptuoisly laconic 
editorial to· W. F. Courtenay, Private Secretary to Lord Dalhousie, 
then Governor·General of India. 

Since the publication of the former work another account has come 
to notice,.according to which this briefest of leaderettes had Its origin in 
a private note addressed by the Editor to Mr. Gibbons at the Meerut 
office, enclosing or including a second note from an impatient Simla .. 
friend to whom Lang had applied for an article on the question of the 
day, . and jVhose lVant of leisure or inclination took this familiar form. 

And Gibbons-always according to this version-being in urgent need 
of copy and rightly gauging the taste of his publir., printed the curt com
ment as a leading article. Certainly, there was nothing in the relations 
existing at the time between 1 anag and Co~rten!.y to forLid conjecture 
that the latter was the writer, though he may have had no idea thilt his 
somewhat. petulant rdusal '\\-ould be itself turned into a contribution. 
In any case the readers of the MOjtlSst/ile applauded it as heing a consum
mate sample of the Editor's genius j and the applause presently cleve· 
10peJ into gaping admiration of the ensuing apology. This expla
nation ended with words to thp. following effect :-" V·./e have been re
quested to take this OppOl tunity of anncu11cing that the notice of the 
Gorham case was not from the pen of the Rev. Mr. Quartley, tbe res
pected chaplain of Simla." 

Man,:! anecdotes of Langyere in circulation at the time; but their 
repetition here migllt lead to scandal and wounded feeling. The one in
cident of a public character which occurs to memory is by no means to 
be regarded as a champion specimen of his audacious humour. Such as 
it was, it arose out of a trial arising out of commissariat expense alleged 
to have been enhanced fraudulentiy by the chief contractor of those days, 
Lala Joti Prasad j and Lang was retained for the defence. The prose
cution was imprudent and the conduct fIl£ the case not very able; so that • Lang's brief was not perhaps very difficult. Mr. S. S. Brown, of the 
Civil Service, was deputed to preside as a sort of Special Commissioner, 
and a jury of clerks was empanelled (or the trial i availing l1imself of 
these conditions, Lang pieaded with complete success, in spite of one oC 
the mo~t imp~ent perorations ever delivered before a British tribu-



nal. Tbe bearing began, at Agra, on the 27th of March, 1851'. n~ less 
than twelve long hot days being occupied by the ~idence and arguments. 
At. the conclusion Lang addressed the court in a telling speech ending 
with the following remarkable comparison. :-

"The scene ,. ]]e said, "reminded him of one of these days on boar.d 
ship when pork, in one sha~e or olher, was aU that could be had to t:.lt. 

Pork, all pork, typified the present case. He stood in a < Compa~y's 
court, beside a Company's plOsecutor, pleading before a COll1pany'~ judge 
and awaiting the verdict of a Company's Jury ... • 

Undeterred by this unpleasant simile, the court did its dutX' Witlr
out expecting the accused to prove a negative, it found that Jot! Prasad 
had been a most useful man to the Government, whom it would be 
monstrous to hold answerable for every little job and trick perpetrated, 
in his name, by underlings whom he could not posslbly <.ontro!.. '1 he 
Lalu was acquitted. and bore so little malice as to render ~ery impor-. 
tant service to the Government during the Mudny 

The life of the 110fu5sil officials of those days was calm, with 
plenty of work, mostl)l of a 'oudlle ~14racter, thOlTgh sometHnes diw!r
sified with less familiar incidents. During my apprentice~hip in the 
Muttra District I was sent out, at the beginning of the hot weatber, b 
report upon damage done by hall, and was thus furmshed w1Ih my 
fir&t insight into the rural e}.istence of the people; and attached to me, as 
dry nurse, was the Sub-Collector, a hIghly-descended Moslem, of tbe 
ttibe called" Sayyad," held to be of the same stock as the prophet 
Muhamad. My headquarters were in an empty bungdlow, bUIlt by &Ol11e 
former collector. but long abandoned. During the day we roue about, exa
mming the pea!:oants and inspectmg the injured crops; in the evening we 
sat 1U the veranda of the bungalow exchtnging views on all scftts of sub
jects. 1 recollect that, among other topics, the goodness of the Creator 
arose for discussion; the Sayyad contending that Allah had provided all 
nature for the use and enjoyment of mankind. He was gra vdled, for a 
moment, when I ohJected to the mosquito, an animal from whose inc-ur
sions we were just then sufienng ; but after a little reflection thf' Moslem 
observed that plagues and afflictions were equally useful, since they 
affoded opportunities for the exarcise of our patience. This incorriO'ible 
• 0 

optin.ist also surprised me by objecting t8 tobacco, on principle; which, 
to my imperfect experience, appeared btrange in an oriental. Ultimately, 
one learned one's own ignorance; abstinence from indulgences, as 

* Trotter's" India under Victoria, ,. i. 262. This is a very valuable record of the 
events of the middle of the century in the Indian Empire. 
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smoking, being a voluntary rule of the genuine Sayyad; not, of course, 
im~sed by the law tlf Islam, to which the weed was unknown, but 
adopted out of ascetic scruple and m:tintained as a token of purity. 

In due time I was veste~ with "full powers," and sent as a second· 
in-command to the DIstrict of Mainpuri, in succession to Vr. Rohert 
Spank ie, afterwards a puibne Judge of the High Court at Allahabad. And 
bere let a passing tribute be paid to the honoured memory ~f a good and 
able man. Mr. Justice Spankie retired from the bench about 1880, amid 
expressions of general esteem and regret; and he died very suddenly 
while wiiting for a train at Patldington, in November 1893. My chief 
was Mr. CHarles Raikes, an able official in much sympathy with the 
people, an agreeable colleague being Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) 

• Oldfield. 
Fron! ~1ajnpuri I was soon after moved to a better climate, bemg 

appointed Assistant to the Superintendent of Dehra Doon ; and, in that 
capacity, had jurisdiction of the Hill Station of Masuri, containing
it was believed-the strongest white population north of Calcutta duro • ing the hot weather. In winter ir was destrted ~y all but the very few 
permanent residents. 

Masuri-or "Mussoorie," as it was written in those days-is a col· 
lection of cottages and larger buildings !'pread over the foremost heights 
of the Sub.Himalaya, at an average altitude of about 6,500 ft. At the 
back, hut connected by a narrow isthmus, is the military cantonment of 
Landour, somewhat IJigher and with a fine view of the peaks and glaciers 
of eternal snow on the northern side: bcine the seat of a convalescent 
depot for European soldiers, it is external to the civil power and ad· 
ministered by the commandant and his station·staff. On the connecting 
isthmus'ies the bazar, or natit'e place of business-unless, indeed, all such 
arrangements have been altered in recent days. When the writer was 
there the European convalescents had a number of detached cottages 
assigned them as residences, and appeared to pass a great part of their 
time in wandering about the hill sides, collecting ferns and butterflies. 
The roads were steep and narrow; wheel traffic was, under the then exist· 
ing conditions, impossi.ble ; all locomotion was on the backs of ponies or 
in a sort ot light sedan called" jhampoo.," long ago displaced by the more 
c..onvenient rickshaw of Japa~. Just above the Landour bazar were the 
premises of Mr. L., at whose school I came upon my contemp.orary, 
Gunner Mortimer: a school of a somewhat higher type being carried on, 
near the Masun Chure:}, by an English clergyman, the Rev. R. N. Mad· 
dock. This.g-entleman took much care in obtaining the services of gooci 
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assistant masters, graduates of English Universities, among whom. may 
be particularised Mr. A. 8 Samson, the Hev. C8arres Walford, and the 
late Mr. Matthews Kempson, onl:e famous as a Cambridge cricketer 
and afterwaTds as a Persian scholar and ~s Director-General of Edu-. 
cation in the North-West Provinces. To say that Maddock was popular 
at Masuri ~ld be a weak understatement: men yet remember the little 
Sunday suppers in the principal's private room; and many distinguished 
officers of the Indian Army can still look back to the days of their pupi
lage at the Masuri school. Maddock was especially adored by the 
young ladies, although a confirmed celibate; and no weddina would 
have been considered valid, I believe, l!nless consecrated by his cele
bration. Unhappily he died, prematurely, of small.pox~ his school devol
ving, however IDto the hands of a worthy successor. In the fallen con
dition of the Rupee many retired officers remain in India, keeping .i;heir 
sons and daughters with them ; and Mas\lri School is now a • permanent 
nationalmstitution. 

Amongst items of home news that interested us in those days has 
• already been mention eli the "utbreake of rehgiolls fanaticism over the 

Rev. }ir. Gorham's presentatIOn to a living in the diocese of Exeter, the' 
refusal of the fiery Bishop Philpotts to perform the due ceremony of 
induction, and the subsequ~nt proceedings, in the course 'of which 
Philpotts felt it his duty to pronounce sentence of excommunica
tion against his Metropolitan, the Archbishop! The next exciting 
item was the coup d'etat of 1852 in Paris and the disgrace of 
Lord Palmerston because, as Foreign Secretary. he had eApressed 
to the French Ambassador in London his warm approval of the 
domgs of the Prince-President, while conveying to the British Envoy in 
Paris the far more moderate views of the flllective Cabinet. Oh the 3rd 
of February the Premier-Lord John Russell-offered his explanation 
and Palmerston replied. The occasion has a literary element as having 
given rise to a very spirited ballad by Tennyson-who took strong 
ground in favour of freedom of speech-e. g. 

" If you be fearful then must we be bold, 
Our Britain cannot salve a tyrant o'er; . 

Better the waste Atlntic rolled 
On her and us and ours fat evermOf('. 

What I Have we fought for freedom from our prime 
At last to dodge and palter with a public crime ?" 

Those who loved to look deep had a notion that Lord John was only 
~anying?llt the wishes of tllustrious personages to whom palmerstou's 
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jaunty independence had for some time been causing offence. In that 
case: the affair would ee the more memorable as being the last case in 
which prerogative was directly exercised on Cabinet affairs. Shortly 
after that episode we heard of the calm passing of the great soldier who 

. bad so long laboured to support the throne while providipg for the 
defence of the country against invading Ioes. The death and funeral of 
W~llington·were perhaps symptoms of a vanishing era! No future 
general is likely to quite take the place of the Prince of Waterloo. 

But for the&e occasional glimpses of the great world and far-off 
~choes W. the roaring 100m of time, our ii ves in the Mofussil held their 
even tenour: In 1853 I was sent to Hlssar, once the capital of the Sailor 
Raja, George Thornas, whose romantic career has been recorded 
in a recent work.·- Thornas had been dead more than half-a century: 
and his contemporaries had for the most part passed away; but there 
was one ol!Jemadar (native <;aptain) who had tales to tell of his com
mander's prowess, varied by long bouts of drinking. These reminis
cences appeared genuine observations of an Anglo-Irish bluejacket 
as seen in the Asiatfc camera ob?cura, ro'ting lIP his shirt· sleeves to 
knock down a mutineer or rush into battle with defiant cheers. James 
Skinner, however, relates that he saw Thomas fightiog in chaill·mail 
on the occasion of his last defence, when he had a hand-to-hand encoun
ter with Skinner's brother. t Between chain-armour and rolled shirt
sleeves a reconciliation may be possible, but is not obvious ; possibly the 
shirt-sleeves wele a kind of undress, and the armour a compliment to 
great occasions. Of Thomas in his cupc; the pictures are less discordant. 

In 1854 I obtained a temporary elevation to fill a short vacancy in 
the charge of a district. This was a special cause of satisfaction to an 
officer ~o had not been fiv\years at work; and I hope a due sense of 
the consequent obligation and responsibility was displayed. In the 
capacity of acting district officer of Muzaffarnagar-something equiv
alent to a French Prefect-I was preseot at the opening of the Ganges 
Canal, returning. by a bright moon, in the carriage of the great and 
good Sir Henry Lawrence. Time flies, and the past is so soon leIt 
behind that it may be ne::cessary to remiod twentieth century readers 
that Sir Henry was the eldcr;t of tae famous family of his name, who 
died at Lucknow in the darrest hwr of the great revolt of 1857. With 
the provisional pateot of Governor·General in his possession. 

Originally an officer of Bengal Artillery, he had sllOwn his 

• '. The Great Anarchy," Calcutta, 1901. 
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resourceful character and his commandil!g influence on Asiatics in the 
Afghan war, and afterwards, by the side of Hardinge. in tpe Sikh cam
pa~gn that ended in the Treaty ~f LallQre. Associated, later, with his 
brother John-the first Lord Lawrence-i. the Civil Admimstration of. 
the Punjlflb, he had come into serious conflict with that masterful man, 
and had be~ removed by Dalhousie, whose policy the youIj,ger brother 
was prepared to enforce. His great deserts, however, protected him 
against oblivion; and he was honourably relegated to diplomatic duty. 
At the time of the opening Qf the Ganges Canal he was Governor; 
General's Agent in Rajputana, and gladly undertook the jourtJey from 
that remote Province to do honour to the great work 'of Sir Proby 
Cautley. It will ever be a matter for regret that I ~id not realise the 
privileges of that nocturnal jOl1rney enough; I took n') notes of Sir 
Henry's conversation-as I r,houJd have done-on reaching .home: All 
that at a later time remained in memory was that he spoke with some 
asperity of his., gallant but eccentric contemporary. Sir Charles Nap:er, 
a bra've and brilliant soldier whom Lawrence seemfd inclined to regard 
as deficient in that sor~ of g~nerous s;rupulosity which formed a marked 
feature of his own character. ' 

An amusing record of Napier's command of the Indian armies had 
appeared {I. year or two earlier, in the form of a collection of the 
remarks penned by him on various courts-martial whose awards hali 
been submitted to him for confirmation.'" The book was done by a 
Mr. Mawson, a Bombay editor, and contained much racy writing, not 
always ballasted with sufficient taste or judgment on the part of Sir 
Charles. 

Mention having been made of Lang and his understudy, G. R. 
'Vilby, one is reminded of '1 gibe that theytpassed upon a broth~r editor. 
This gentleman fOI a time conducted the Delhi Gazette, with which the 
Mo/uss£Hte waged an uncea~ing Eatanswill feud: and the recrimination 
extended into personal attacks, arising, among other grounds, out of Mr. 
M.'s infirm a~pirates. His Christian name being Harry, it occurH.d ope 
day to these remorseless foes to print in their columns a little scrap of 
verse by Catullus entitled "De Arrio," in which the poet ridicules a 
similar wealmess in the case of a Roman dandy of his day. Our Harry, 

• f: 

of whos~ literary outfit the classics had formed no part, assumed that 
the verses were an original composition of his persecutors, and fell 
headlong into the snare, announcing in his next issue that since a ribald 

•.• ~ecotds of the Indian Command of Sen. ::oir C. J. N&pier: comprtsing alJ bis 
g~n('ral urders, etc." Calcutta, 185 I. 
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cOllt~mporary had taken to veiling its obscenities in a foreign tongue he 
had seen no reason tct'deviate from his established rule of not allowing 
the Mojussilite to appear in the apartrtlents occupied by his family. 

Such, in brief, was OUI; Anglo-India: a society of frivolity ahd 
ccnfidence. As in the days of Noe, we took the world aj it came, 
accepted appearances for truths, and made but little endeavour after 
improvement. The Hindus and Moslems around us ma~e no com· 
plaints, asked for no alterations. There was no Congress nor vernacular 
press, no Penal Code, no Law of Landlord and Tenant, no established 
~ystem if Criminal Procedure. Europ~an offenders could only be tried 
in Calcutta,' and enjoyed a virtual impunity, because it so seldom 
seemed worth while to send witnesses and accused hundreds of miles 
over a country wh~re there was no more rapid transit than could be 
had in a Jitter borne on men's shouldets. Mdl 011 L£bc1'Iy was our gospel; 
events not yet foreseen were to show lIS that liberty -was vain unless 
limited by law. Discipline is an (ssential element of perfect freedom; 
and a time was at hand which was to show that this truth was never so 
true as in the case of a population numerotls anQ intelligent, and asking 
110t to govern but to be governed. 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE GREAT I{EvOLT. 

The outbreak of 1857 l.ame upon an unprepared but benevolent 
Government occupied with many schemes fur the public welfare. Lord 
Dalhousie had dawned upon our apathetic contentment like a disturb
ing day,.star, althollgh it remained for other times and other hanns to 
deal with the disturbance. A has sometimes been said that reforming 
rulers have often been the precursors of revolution; and certainly the 
administration of the Company's last Governor·General was far from 
stultifying the conclusion. Sir \V. Hunter,. while over-estimating Dal
housie's individual action, has truly summarised the main aspects of his 
rule "in the three words-conquest, consolidation, and development." 
It was only a step towards tlll~ making of India, a reform that may be 
called "Whig" rather tha¥ ,. :Padic-al." But it would be unjust. to 
blame Whig reformers without grateful acknowledgment of what they 
have achieved. They may be preparing a time which WIll make plain 
that the old structure is too corrupt and obsolete to be profitably 

~ .. D.llhollsie " (!?lIltn 0/ !/ld,a serieq), Oxford, 1890. 



repaired: and their successors may resent the hard work bequeath~d to 
them. But such lessons are often left to tragic teac.hing and the 
inexorabl~ logic of events • 

• 

. Meanwhile, the work described by Hunter went on; and when. 
Dalhousi~ laid down his office, with hopelessly shattered health buta 
high reputation. he was able to record a minute in which he jUiStly 
assumed crldit not only for many useful measures in connection with 
railways, canals, and telegraphs, but also for some bearing on education 
and other non-material subjects. Nevertheless, Hunter's monograph, 
cited above, is too partisan in laOnguage and in spirit. DalhousieJnitiatec'! 
little in these directions, all that he did being to give ener~etic issue to 
the schemes of his predece!>sor!1. The policy which he pursued of his 
own accord or under the inspiration of ambitious advi~ers, was criticised 
at the time and mostly annulled by the results of the Mutiny .. His 
cardinal error appears to have been making annexations of-territory on 
a pt£ori grounds before he had obtained the additirlDal strength in 
European soldiers for which he besought the COl.rt of Directors in vain. 
Yet his farewell to the iirmy~ontained no hint of d'anger or difficulty; 
and the last addition to the dominions for which his Government wa~ 
answerable was the province of Oude, the home of the sepoys. It is 
urged that he had a~ked for seven additIOnal battalions of Bntish 
Infantry, 0," which he only received permission to raise three: seven 
battalions would not have sufficed for the new prOVInces, Punjab, 
Burma, and Oude; and the problems and perils of the native army 
would still have remained unsolved. 

People out of the charmed circle of the Calcutta Council could have 
told him that all was not right. Henry Lawrence and others had 
raised warning voices in the Calcutta Rrv¥w and else\\ here. ~n article 
that appeared in 1856 ended in these woras ;--

.. A day may come when the utmost address may be 
required to conciliate native society and preserve the fidelity of the 
army. It was when France was in much the same condition 
when finances were growing worse and worse, the people living-no one 
knew how-under the dommion of an unsympathising aristocracy, and 
a middle class bringing up in inf4lel plulosophism-intellcctual without 
nwral c'.lltW'e-that the upheaving masses·. . . hurled to the four 
winds ot heaven both fnend and foe . . , 

., There are many points of difference between the two states of 
society in regard to which we have been suggesting a parallel 
It will be enough to remind the reader that a • paper ase' of .bope, 
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doctrine, and retrenchment preceded the Deluge in the one case, and 
to re~ord a sincere hope that it may not do so in the other." 

Canning, too, though at that time' without the help of local expe· 
.rience, had lapsed into a prophetic strain before leaving England. -At 
the inaugural dinner given Lim by the Court of Directors 1n August, 
1855, he said-in what a historian calls, "the eloquence of sincerity"
" I . wish fo\- a peaceful time of office; but I cannot forgl!!: that in our 
Empire that greatest of all blessings depends upon a greater vanety of 
chances and a more precarious tenure than in any other quarter of the 
globe. '1-T e must not forget that; in the" sky of India, serene as it is, a 
small cloud 'may arise . which, growing larger and larger, may 
at last th(eaten to overwhelm us with ruin. What has happened once 
may happen again~' -

On the 29th of February, 1856, the two rulers met, friends from youth. 
ful days, fof the last time, on the steps of Govf'rnment House, Calcutta. 
The outgoing hero was worn to a skeleton hy labour and long pain; 
but his eye was proud and his mouth firmly bhut under an aquiline 
blfak The sllccessor whom he was thus re.eivin~ was big and loosely
built, with a pale brow and somewhat heavy features: a bystander 
was reminded of an encounter between a carriage horse and a high
mettled racer. Yet the former was soon to show that in courage and 
endurance he was inferior to no one. Few characters offered 1nore scope 
for discussion than that of Lord Canning. Under the influence of his 
Calcutta surroundings he was bluggish and unsympathetic t; yet he 
remamed at his PObt with unshrinking calm all through the most trying 
days. He proceeded in the autumn to take charge of the disturbed 
di~tncts from Allahabad; and he made a personal tour of inspection 
during tlte winter of 1858-9, lhen they had scarcely yet resumed thp.ir 
good order or even got rid of the armed rebels. By that time he had 
learned to act and think for himself. A friend who saw something of 
him at Allahabad, writes the following-an acute diagnosis founded on 
close personal observation :-

" He was a man of intellectual gifts, who, doubtless, acted best 
when not advised; but idle and irresolute, putting off work, and then, 
at last, doing things in a hurry. In 0lle sense a good man for the crisis; 
not easily stirred, and lher~ore not subject to panic: but he was DO~ a 
man of energy or reSOUlce j nothing commanding about llim as a king 
of men: be sate stanng through the trouble, occasionally doing odd 

·1'rotter •• t" History of the Mutiny," by T. R. G. Holmes, 31'& edition 1891. 



things in an abrupt way, and then defending them with great skill and . 
cleverness." 

It should, however, be added'that Canning walt the object of much 
affection among his friends, one of whom was the late Lord Harris~ 
then Gov&rnor of Madras, afterwards Chamberlain to H. R. H. tlie 
Princess of Wales. A touching aspect of Canning during the trouules 
is to be foutld in Mr. Hare s "Two Noble Lives." ' . 

Considerable friction arose, at the time, out of the excited passions 
of the planters and other white residents of the Mofussil, who were not 
unwilling to fight for their lives, bot thought the Governol-General 
might give them a freer hand. One, an Irish gentleman' with whom I 
was well acquainted, had an interview with the Governor-General at 
Allahabad, after the suppression of some local mhauding, and was 
asked by His Excellency in what way the Government could show its 
sense of his service". "Well, me Lord," said Paddy Dtinn, " I hear 
there's a column going into Bundlekand; and av ye could give me the 
command of a shmall thrup of horse. " 

" My God 1" crieej Cal9Iling, raising his hanch, "is this never to 
cease." Dunn told me this himself.· 

Besides planters, lawyers, and tradespeople, the non-official white 
population consisted chiefly of men an::.wering to the PolYllesian 
beachcom8ers ; officers who, for various reasons, had been removed to 
the Invalid Establishment, and had settled in some favouring climate, 
like Dehra or the hill-stations, probably with native families and with 
no very clearly-defined occupation. During the five months of the 
Delhi siege all these good folks were in a state of natural uneasiness: 
at a distance of less than ten days' march was a fortified city garrisoned 
by 50,000 trained desperados, with difficuJ,ty restrained hy a furce one
tenth of their number. If the task of the restraining force ever proved 
too heavy there would be absolutely nothing between us and the most 
horrible form of destruction. Hence the work of provIsIoning. encou
raging, and to Eome eAtent protecting the men, women and children of 
our race, collected in the Doon and in the adjoining hill-stations, was 
by no means light. A small excited community, ali whose members 
were in habits of daily interco)1rse, made a formidable blast of public 
opinio:J.; and a magistrate's conduct wBuld be Llosely, if not quite 
accurately, criticised. Considerations of interest and duty forbade acts 
of indiscriminate severity; and a memorial was got up calling for 
p.nquiry into one's conduct on the ground of alleged scandalous 

-------
• See" A Servant of John Company," chaptEr viii. 
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lenience to natives. Lord Canning was eventually good enough to 
record his complete satf'sfaction; though-with characteristic reserve
he insisted that his approbation was ·not to be used to influence the 
Jocal Government. . 

All the hours of that sto;01Y time were not, of course, eqetally pre
occupied; and I remember one peaceful incident which was not without 
a pleasant i;terest. Supported by the Royal Zoological ~ociety, Her 
Majesty the Queen sent out a naturalist to collect game birds in the 
Himalayas, for acclimatisation in BIitain. Lord William Hay-after
ward Mirquess of TWEeddale-i'as at tile time Deputy Comn1l8sioner at 
Simla; and' he and myself combined to collect a boat-load of rare 
pheasants which, !,hen order had been partly restored (or perhaps in 
the winter imme!Iately preceding the outbreak) went, to be shipped 
in Calcutta, vza the Ganges Canal. Among them was the beautiful 
spotted Ar~us, and the prismatIc Illlpeyan, or Mmal; and the Society 
in acknowledgment voted each of us a handsome sIlver medal. 

Among sCientIfic missions of those days ought to be mentioned that 
of the Schlagentweil brothers, sent out b,. the .Prusl"ian Government 
at the instance of W. von Humboldt; but the little that I knew of 
them has been lclated elsewhere.- The ex-jockey with whom the 
distingUIshed travellers put up at Dehra, did not seem to be aware of 
the honour that had been conferred upon him, and regardecfthe foreign 
savants exclusively from a professional point. In a similar spirit he 
"poke of a clevel little Polish clergyman-Lowenthal-as one who 
might be all that was said of him in the matter of piety and learning, 
but chiefly remarkable as a loss to the Turf. "~vYhy Sir !" said WH. 
Hams, "he hardly turns the scale at six stun." 

Pol?!" Lowenthal met w~h a sad end. He proceeded to the Punjab 
frontier. whence he hoped to utilise his remarkable powers as a linguist 
in preaching the gospel among the Afridis and Afghans, had not reasons 
of State hmdered, Lord Canning's Government refused to sanction 
his crossing the border; and he settled at Peshawar, where he was 
killed, in his own ccmpound, by a mistaken display of zeal on the part 
of a watchman in the dmk of the evening. It has been affirmed-I 
know not with what amount of a('~uracy-that the epitaph on hi .. 
tombstone ended:-

"Shot by his own Chaukidar . 
• 1. vVeIl done, good and faithful servant !' " 

On Ihe suppression of the Revolt I visited Allahabad and shared ---- ---------- . 
• .. A Servant of John Company." p 154. 



in the inception of a newspcl.per there which may be noted as an 
attempt to inaugurate the changed system of tl1e lndian Empire. 'The 
old Company, with all its faults and merits, bad been abolished by an 
AC't which. received the royal sanction on the 2nd of August, lESS. A 
few indivi@uals, of whom the most distingu"ished was Mr. A. O. Hume,' 
C. B., bethought themselves of forming a small syndicate to conduct 
a journal in ~e Provinces, under the ambitious title of" The new Times 
{or aU India."" The editorial chair was assigned to Sydney Laman 
Blanchard, a London lit/eratellr. son of the Blanchard who married the 
daughter of Dou~las Jerrold, a"nd wa's much befriended by che first 
Lord Lytton. My own contributions included a light s~rial. on the 
lines of Humphrey Clzizker, to which I gave the title of "TheSimpkinses 
in India," it being intended to describe Anglo.lndian" life as seen by a 
Cockney family who had come out to settle on a tea plantation . The 
paper SWiftly collapsed j but Blanchard finished my serial an(d published 
it, with some papers of his own, in a two·volume book entitled .. The 
Ganges and the Seine." 

or the causes of tlJ.e Mutiny many things have been said: and, as 
the distinguished men of the Dalhousie school who have expressed ' 
their opinions are agreed that it onginated in the greased cartridge, 
it would ill become a humble chronicler of personal memories to enter 
upon the pith of controversy. In the volume already cited will be 
found some experiences pointing to a political orIgin; but this if. ancient 
history, and our husiness here IS of a less digmfied character. 

The military aspects of the time will be found admirably treated 
in the well·known work of the illulttrious Lord Roberts (" Forty·one 
Years in India," Vol. 1.). The delay 10 advancing from Umballa, which 
axel cised our minds sorely at the time, if shown by Lord Rooerts to 
have been no fault of the Commander·in·Chief-the Hon. George 
AmBon-in regard to whom, by-the-bye, there was at the time current a 
rather good story attributed to John Lawrence. General Anson, it was 
said, sent a note to Lawrence at Lahore, in which he suggested that 
the force he was leading to Delhi might be intrenched at Umballa until It 
could be strengthened by reinforcements and supplied with ordnance 
stores. Anson was the great authority on the game of whist; and 
Lawrence is said to have returned the laconic answer-Of Clubs 
are trumps, not spades." Anson, unhappily, had no opportunity 

• The idea was quite sound, as may be seen from the success of the P,oneer, founded 
r~me yt'ars later by the late Rev. Julian Robinson. It is publi&hed at Allahabad, but IS 

ecumenical to the \\ho)e country. 
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of acting on the suggestion of his civilian partner, for he died 
then and there; but theoforce advanced, \\'as joined by Wilson from 
Delhi, and continued to act loyally"and bravely under Lawrence's 
advice and assistance, until, many months later, the rebel stronghold 
fell. It \\'as, perhapc;, not \\'holly a misfortune tbat telegraPiic com
munication with Calcutta wac; so soon cut off, and the conduct of the 
siege left te! the inspiration of the vigorous Provincial.' So far as 
Calcutta counsels prevailed-say as far north as Arrah and Patna
British prestige was Jess maintained, power there being for some time 
centralised in a small group of· what "Lord Roberts has described as 
" men of rhe doctrinaire type." Nevertheless, regard being had to the 
general blindness and infatuation of almost all, it is hardly fair to 
single out any groulJ" of individuals for severe and special condemnation. 
The nlost that can be justly done wll1 be to record that the suspension of 
telegraph a~d letter-post Idt distant local officers a somewhat free 
hand: and that it was not until then that the mutiny of the sepoys 
W<iS brought within bounds and kept from merging into a general rising 
of the whole' population. Ne>..t to the unenmplep capture of Delhi
than which history presents no more heroic feat of arms-India may 
possibly owe the l'peedy restoratIon of her peace and order to the 
destruction of communication bf.tween Calcutta and the Provinces, 
and to the action of emancipated subordinates. Some exception may 
perhaps be taken on the ground of Lawrence's proposed temporary 
abandonment of Peshawar, which was forbidden from Calcutta. 

Having referred the reader to a wOlk of which he is not velY likely 
to be ignorant, the author may well be satisfied to leave him in the 
brave and kmdly keeping of Lord Roberts. Other excellent accounts 
of the g?t!at catastrophe e~st; and it can never lose interest for 
those who love a story of active and pas!>ive courage, and who realise 
the magnitude of the British Empire in India sufficiently to care for 
the toils and troubles to which it owes its strenglh. 

Besides Lord Roberts, and the able and Impartial work of Mr. 
Holmt"s, already Cited, DlentlOn Dlay be made of the ampler record of 
Sir John Kaye, completed by the late Colonel Malleson. An interesting 
military Memou has also been publisbJ!d by General McLeod Innes. 
V. C.-

Among native friends in the Doon may be enumerated Raja Lal 
Singh, a polItical detmu there, and then under my charge. The Raja 
---- ----------

it .. The Sepoy Revolt "; WIth maps and plans. London ,,897. There is a delight-
ful side.vlew in Mr. Sherer's Ij D,,'ly LIfe during the IndIan z.~utjny." J.oDdon, 18g8. 
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had been a Regent of the Punjab and in joint command of the Sikh 
army during Hardinge's campaign; he was npt, however, a Sikll, an.d 
was suspected of a lack both of ~ouragp- and patriotism Be that as It 
Il'lay, he was a fine robust· looking mall, always very well dressed and of 
frank, conciliatory manners. Though un~illing to take part, personally, 
in any e~pedition against the rebels, he freely placed at my disposal 
the men lte was allowed to retain as a bodyguard; and he was far 
from sympathising with the mutinous sepoys, for whom he professed 
the most profound contempt. He told me a story one day, bearing on 
the point. He said that, after the wal:, he was asked by L:>rd Hardinge 
What was the true reason why the proportion of casua!ud'had been 
greater among British troops than among the sepc,ys ; whether there was 
any brotherhood-feeling between the latter and th~ Sikhs? The Raja 
replied, No I Whatever enemies came against the Kl,alsa (SIkh army) 
would be regarded as hostile and treated as such. "Bolt witli. those 
who did not come, what was to be done? Your Excellency's Europeans 
came, fighting like men, and suffered accordingly: the sepoys rel'1ained 
behind."· Though of great intelligence and good breeding, the Raja 
was completely illit~rate, bel1lg unable to read or write. Another 
of his yarns was of a somewhat marvellous ch<:.racter, though reh~ted 
with artistic simplicity . 

.. Ont! day," he said, "I was in attendance on the late Maharaj 
(Lal Singh had been an orderly at the Court of Runjeet Singh), 
when a fakir was introduced, who offered-if it were made worth his 
while-to die, aod ,to rise from the grave after an mterval of sepulture. 
So the Court went out to the jungle, and the fakir got into hIs coffin 
and expired. A grave being dug, the coffin was lowered mto it, and 
then the ground was levelled and a crop of rice sown upon the place. 
When the rice was reported ripe for the sickle the court" went once 
more to the spot: and when all were seated the Maharaj ordered men 
to cut the crop and dig up the coffin. And when it was opened the 
fakir's man came forward and dashed water on the body, making 
passes and uttering charms, until the life returned, and the fakir stood 
on his feet and made a salam to the Maharaj. And the Maharaj gave 
the fakir a lakh of rupees; and a British officer was present and saw 
it all." 

This solemnly substantiated narrative IOl'lg cOlltinued to be the cause 

* Lal Singh s testimony here tallies with what Hardinge wrote at the time, II The 
British infantry carried the day, I can t say I advise sepoy-fighting" This was in a 
private letter. rublicly the HToy~ "ere u'"aYb e;>.tclled and ftattertd 
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of muc;h perplexity j for one did not see how it could be true, nor yet why 
such a man as Lal Sing& should have invented such a monstrous false
hood as it seemed to be. One ll'ad hea;d of Colonel Townshend, whos~ 
oatalE'psies endured about fOltty-eight hours; but never of animation 
anU respiration renewed after many months' discontinuan~e. But 
ultimately s~me explanation was obtained by the mere cha~ce of one's 
coming across a book by Captaill Lord William Osborne, who had been 
on Lord Auckland's staff, and who brought his experiences before the 
public after his return from a diplomatic& mission to Lahore in 1838." 
O;borne ttelates that he was ind'eed present when the man made his 
offer, and that' the Maharaj promised to bestow five villages on him if 
he carried out the pJ;(>gramme, asking what the English officers would 
give on their parts. One of the party was a doctor, after consulting 
with whom ~borne said that they were unable to emulate the liberality 
of his Highness, being poor, young men, with no possession but their 
swords; nor could they engage to wait at Lahore until the crop 
grt!w over the fakir's grave. Nevertheless, they were prepared to 
make up a purse of Rs. 1,500 on conditio~ that" after the man had 
been buried the place should be guarded for ten days and nights by 
British sentries. On hearing this the man fell at the feet of the 
Maharaj, crying that he must do as his Highness ordered, J)ut that it 
would be his death. 

Such is oriental testimony: not consciously false, but-so to say
subjective. Lal Singh did not know that what he related was impos
sible; that was the way the affair stood in his mind, and he told it 
in perfect good faith; only his memory dropped a link of which he did 
not perceive the importance. Probably, the fakir had a ser:ret com-• municatioll" by which his fr&nd brought him food and water. Or 
perhaps the man really remained in a trance for a short time j and the 
nce-crop was added as an after-thought. 

I .may here cloc:;e my collection of unconnected pictures from a long
vanished time. In the next chapters an attempt will be made to show 
the beginning of imperial India, as it now exists, or, at least, began to 
exist after the old system had been swept away by a terrible but bene
ficent tornado. 

• "The Court and Camp of Runjeet Singh." London, 1840. Osborne was & 

brother of the Rev. Lord SydneJ, once well-known as "S.G. 0." in the columns of 
T/u T,mes. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
FRESH WOODS AND PA':;TURES· NEw. 

In 1860 I obtained the -great uhject of a Mofussil officer's 
ambition, being put in full charge of. a lJistrict with .. II sorts of 
powers, lrXecutive, judicial and admmistrative. My work was interest
ing, not on~ including the trial of cases and hearing of appeals, control
ling communications and treasury transaptions-all of which comE'S 
within the scope of what is known as a Cc District Officer." It also 
extended to the assessment of the State's demand on some eleven 
hundred estates, of which th; leases had faIle:! In, and on Which tne 
annual payments for the next thirty years were now to be fixed. It was 
a duty which implied the confidence of the Gov~rnment and would 
have an almost alarming effect on the welfare of-about a million of 
human beings. . 

o 
We sometimes hear old Indians bewailing their altered lot and 

wishing themselves back in what one of the most distinguished of their 
toody has called" The Land of Regrets." So far as these lament:; ue 
founded on a supposeJ:i los~of consideration, power, or luxurious living, 
they will be less lIkely to excite sympathy than to make the judic}(Jus 
grieve. We may be sure that these are the very people who, when in 
India, were always abusing the land and its inhabitants, professing to 
hanker after the advowson of a broom in a Piccad,lly crossmg. 
Neverthelpss, anyone who has experienced the life of a "Settlellleul 
Officer" Will wish he could have it again-provided, at lea!\t, that 
there wa<> no hot season. The summer, in an up-country station, 
must always be a time of solitude, confinement and depression; but 
no sooner are the monsoon rains over and the autumn crops ready 
for the sickle than off roll the hacker~s; the camels gr1Jthble; the 
horses neigh; alliS bustle in the clear cool dawn, as the Huzoo'Y sets out 
on his first day's march. At the end he finds a groom ready to take hiS 
horse, tents pitched in the shade of a mango-grove, breakfast laid under 
the shmma1ta, and an able, industrious Mo/zltlrt"r awaiting orders with 
a pile of vernacular reports. 

The scene of my new labours was the Mozafarnagar District, where 
I was already at home, and possessed of local acquaintance and infiu
ence. The station itself was about midwaybetween Meerut and Roorkee ; 
but tne roads had been so much improved since pre-mutiny times 
that I was now able to run into these places on wheels, whereas the 
journey had once involved a tOilsome ride on relays of police troopers' 

.. Sha1llwlla, all ... 11 lllog, Mohurrh. nJtlve clerk. 
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hor!ic~. Meerut was an especially pleasant goal for a holidayouting, 
by reaSOQ of its club; Artillery Mess, and general social enliven
ments. It was on one of these occasional visits that I met the then 
Conimander-in.Chief, Sir HVgh Rose-afterwards Lord Strathnairn~ 
whose gallant deeds in Central India have been pleasantly rflEorded ill 
the .. Ruler~ of India" series, by Sir Owen Burne. Thougi an earnest 
warrior in the field, Rose was a man of refined bearing and courteous 
address, having the indefinable charm that such a combination canuot 
fail to hear. Your hero is too often trucuJent or grim in general society; 
but R.ostWwas rather of the type 'of the illustrious Nelson-desiring to 
please, however determined to command. In the one class, as in the 
other, a strong in~inct of ruling must always exist; all depends on 
whether you prefer t.., rule through love or to act on meaner motives. 

'Phe pe.iod of which I am now speaking was one in which re
cuperation was going on in Upper India, hindered and delayed by the first 
appearance of drought and dearth since the grclI.t famine of 1837. A 
c<9Untry more than one thousand miles from the sea. and dependent on 
incalculable vicissitudes of weather, must\lways lie exposed to such 
chances. Some relief is indeed expected to follow from the restoration of 
timber grqwth which has been undertaken by the Forest Department: 
but history has to admit the recurrence of famines in times. when the 

. country was far better wooded than now, and when there was less capacity 
for relieving distress than has been the case under British administration. 
The G.overnment of India in IS61 was without practical experience on 
these subjects; but that of our provinces expended a quarter of a million 
on various measures of relief, besides remitting abnut ten per cent. of 
the year's land revenue. (For further details the reader may profitably 
consult rt~tter's book, "Indi .. under Victoria ", ii. 135.) 

In connection with prices lI.nd distress, I may adduce a curious 
little experience of my own. One fine evening, in the winter of 1861-2, 
I was returning to camp after a day in the fields, when my path led me 
by the wall of a large garden. The gates being open, out of mere curios
ity I strolled in, followed by an orderly to whom I' was speaking, when 
I heard a voice from the wayside, "Is that a European that is talking ?" 
Turning round I perceived, se~ted on a terrace, a gigantic old fellow, 
evidently blind, whose braId chest was bare save for a thic'k 
natural covering of brown fur, and on my giving a courteous answer, he 
asked me to sit down and chat, at the same time producing a paper of 
snuff of which he offe .... ed me a pinch. "Hard time, Baba!" said 1. 
" Aye, Sahib," re'plied he, "I never recollect the price ott food so high 



since the Chal:'sa "-that being the traditional word for the great famine 
of 1783. I expressed surprise at his speaking of an event of that da'e as 
if he had known it personally, "Eighty yt.ars ago, was it?" said the 
veteran. "I dare say it may have been; all I know is that 1 was then. 
a soldier in Himmat Bahadur's Gosains; and I can assure you that foo~ 

r 
was as dear as it is now."· Then, taking a pinch of snuff, he added 
reflectively~1C I do not find the distress now so great as it was then: !OU 

only get eight seers (kilos) of meal now for a rupee, and that was all you 
got then; but there are more rupees now." Here was a practical lesson 
in political economy which may"e commended to the attenti:m of any 
who may be inclined to the belief that famines are peculia~ to the 
British administratlOn of India. Doubtless, there wp.re other features 
of those anarchic days, which tended to produce" that intensity of 
distress, which the aged gosain had evidently not forgotten. A .local 
collector of traditions published, in a paper of the day, som~account of 
the Chalisa, to the effect that "the native Governments rendered 
no assistance to .. , relieve the wants of their unfortunate subjects." IJ.e 
learned that" people died b,. thousands, or were eaten by wild beasts .. 
(presumably these died also), Other multitudes sought safety in flight t9 
less afflicted regions. But popular memories, however tenacious 
of ill-usage, seem unable to retain a sense of any improvement in the 
conduct of their rulers. 

My work went 00, for good and evil, for two full years: at the end 
of which I was seriously threatened, both as to general health and as to 
eyesight; and having put everything in trim for a successful comple
tion of the settlements, I applied for a few months'leave under medical 
certificate. I found afterwards that I had given deep offence by going 
away before the work was finished: but this I did not at the time pos
sess the means of knowing; and the DistrYct underwent years °of trouble 
by reason of the misunderstanding; but it is an old story now; and 
such as it is, hll.~ hP.P.D alreadv told. 

Neither purse nor professional ambitions would have justified 
taking the then usual furlough of three years, yet I was anxious to see 
as much as I could·within the few months at my command under the 
doctor's orders. Taking therefore a passage to Egypt, I spent a week 
in what was then a comparatively little known country, during which I 

• Himmat Bahadur was a leader of mercenaries during the decline of the Moghul Empire, 
(whose followers professed to be g'osains, or frian, of tlre fighting kind. Cllalzsa \5 from the 
word for ., forty" •• ,83 corresponding to 1840 of the Hindi era. 
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saw Memphis with its fallen colossus as also the remains of the Sphinx, 
the \>yramids of Cheeps and Chephren-·monuments of great age and 
impressive dignity. The colossus ha~ since been raised. and idfmtifies 

. itliP.1f-we are told-as an effi~y of ltamses the Great. The Sphinx, in ·its 
integrity, may have been admired by Abraham. Taking jhip anew 
at Alexandria. I wenl. to Trieste and Venice, places too familiar to require 
descriptioI}; both at that time occupied by strong AustriJn garrisons. 
After short sojourns at Milan and the Lakes I crossed the Alps by the 
Devil's Bridge and the Pass of St. Gothard, now left high and dry "y the ~ilway tunnel, making ~bother halt at Lucerne. Here, it may 
be worth while noticing. was to be found a human link with the eighteenth 
century, almost mf>re interesting than the old Muzafarnagar gosain. 
This was'one Paul Joss, survivor (probably the last) of the SWISS Guard 
massacred at the Tuileries 011 the loth of August 1792. Most travellers 
have seen t~e monument, a dying Eon; but not many, perhaps, can have 
seen the old custodian who, in his red uniform, guarded the memorial 
oJ his comrades, slaughtered seventy years before. He showed a 
facsimile of the autograph order sent by L.uis XVI. from the chamber 
where he had taken shelte~. It was in these words :-" Le Roi ordonne 
aux Suisses de deposer Ii l'instant leurs annes, et de se retirer dans 
leurs casernes." It was this order-probably dictated by some revolu
tionary leader-which finally broke the defence of the Swiss ;nd entailed 
the slaughter of 750 men with 20 of their officers. whose brave loyalty is 
commcllJOrateci by the Lion of Lucerne. From hence I remember . . 
driving north to Schaffhausen, where, in spite of an attack of lever, I 
enjoyed the beautiful scene where the young Rhine, already remarkable 
for an azure breadth of clear 500 feet, plunges over a fall of 70 feet, in 
three sM¥essive leaps. The~e, still by road. I passed along the bank 
through a fertile valley to Winterthur-not "the gate of winter." but a 
corruption of the old Helvetian Vitodurum-and so through Waldshut 
to the ancient town of Basel-the Roman Basilt'a-a city cut in two by 
the Rhine. Very pleasant was a rest in the Hotel of " The Three Kings" 
with the beautiful young stream flowing softly under the balconies. 

My next halt was in Paris. where I bad some influential acquaint
ances, amongst others the Marquis de Bassano, younger son of the 
diplomatist Ma.ret. His bn'thtt', the Duc, was High Chamberlcria 
at the Tuileries; and one got in this way a glimpse of the adventurer 
who then occupied the throne. After eight years of almost unruffled 
prosperity, Napoleon Ill. was now entering upon a second period marked 
by mOle or less convulsive efforts to preserve equilibrium.; but of that· 



lhc pubhc hau not yet any clear perception, It was the hpyday of sport 
and Anglomania; with trust in the Drri K,~iscr .8zmd, of which 'O}IuGo 
said: "A Trinity of Emperors 111D"Y be a trinity, like any other: but it IS 

not unity," Looking back on the apparent calm of France on the 
eve of the Mexican expedition, we se~ how very illusory it was. ;' 
to use tl~e eloquent simile of the poet Campbell, "The torrent's 
smoothness.ere it dash below." But as Fleury afterward!> admitted. 
it was an " amu~ing " time. 

The autumn was chiefly pass€'d in country visits; one in Lincoln
shire, where at tbe house of tl1e R(;v .• Charles Moore, near Boston,.I 
saw a fragment of the triumphal car to whIch the first Napolton har
nessed the horses of Lysippus, which he hJ.d hrouc:ht from Venice; these 
being restored after the fall of the Empile <ke still to be stell 

arching their bronze crests above the great door of S. Marc's 
Cathedral. When they were being taken (LJwn from the Arc cit! Trion'plte, 
1815, Mr. Moore was looking on ; anu this piece, being broken off 
from the stucco vehicle, was picked up by him and brought home to Eng
land. From Lincolnshire I.,vcnton to Scotland, where I was hospitai-1y 
entertained in the modern Athens and met iJItcresting people, includinti 
the late Mr. John Blackwood and Prof. \V, E. Aytoun, author ot 
" Firmilian; a Spasmodic Tragedy," and" Lays of the Scottish Cava
liers." Hiis last work. entItled" Norman Slllclair," had recently 
appeared, an autobiographical romance,- lIe seemed in poor health, 
and was in fact within three years of his death: but gleams of his 
peculiar hnmour were often seen. Thus, on return from a vi'sit to 
London, he was with some young advocates in the smoke room of the 
then famous tobacconist of Princc'~ Street j and happened to nlention 
having shown some of the cigars there purchased to Alvarez, a ~paniard. 
who had a shop in a corner of the Opera tolonnade, On befng a"ked 
what Mr. Alvarez might have saiu of these weeds, the Professor 510wly 
answered: .t I offered him one to smoke; but be said 'Tank you: I will 
not light dat cigar. He is not foreign tabac; not even foreign cab
adge.' " 

In the spring I made a short tour through the Basque Provinces, in 
whose hilly solitudes our soldiers had once marched and fought under 
\oV,elhngton. In recent times the Basques.an interesting and mysteri
ous race·-have shown considerable energy as emigrants, and are said to 
be useful colonists in the congenial climes of South America. They 

----------
, .. Aytoun, Wi'ham Edmomtoune, born in Edmbur:;h, 1813: m 1845 .lppointed to the 
~h tir of Rhetoric '~ Fdll1 l'nll DIed 4th \111'11<11865 
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were onc,e the mainstay of Carlist pretensions, and have, indeed, through 
all h,istoric times evinced a good deal of character, preserving a 
certain amount of Home Rule to. quite r~cent days. Both Igna
tius Lo}oJa and Francis Xavier 'were of this ancient stock, as were.in 

'later days Mendizabal and ';;::umulacarregin, the man who so nearly 
restored the cause of Don Carlos.· The ethnology of the BlP.:ique race 
has been ll1.uch debated, the most accepted theory beilJ, that it is 
representative of the neolithic populntioll who occupied Europe after 
the last glacial period. The vocabulary-and doubtless the blood-of 
t~e Basques has been modified b:,: genera.tions of intercourse with Spain; 
but the ~ru~ture and the gral11mar are believed to be quite uni'lue. 

" .. 
I found nr)thiw in the parts of Spain that 1 next visited more 

interesting tban the famous collection of paintings at ~adrid, Mll1'ilIo 
is. of'cours~ well represented there, as is but natural and right. The 
question. however, whether the A ~!,tllliption of the Virgin thp.J e ascribed 
to lJim is or is not genuine is matter for con"iderablc discllssion. The 
l.ktter known copy is that with which ll;any of us are fallliliar-I mean 
that at the Louvre, in Paris, The Ma(h id l~cture may hI') no more than 
a replica; nevertheless, the -face is quite magic .. \ in sentlll't'nt; and I 
remember seeing ~ev~ral artists engn~ed in unsllccessful attempts to 
reproduce the expression as correctly as could be found in a fijty centime 
photograph. It must, however, be rememhered that in France, the 
Louvre picture has always passed for the original, hadng been bO\1ght 
J,y the Government at the death of Marshal Soult in 1852 for the tl.en 
high price of [23,440. It was ohtaineri by the Marshal in the plunder 
of a convent during his retreat from the Peninsula in 1814. 

After a 5hort stay at nome and Naples, well-known plu('es much 
altered si"r.:e 1863. I rcturllcd~o India, to lind that the completion of lhe 
Muzafarnagar settlement had been entrusted to another officer, and to 
lead for some years a wandering life, without meeting with important 
people or interesting adventures. John Lawrence was Viceroy of 
India, and held the post until the beginning of 1866, when he was 
succeeded by the Earl of Mayo. His reign was diversified by certain 
unhappy incidents, wars on the frontiers, and disasters in Orissa; but it 
was on the whole a period of il'f'at, and almost inconvenient prosperit!, 
arising out of the Civil War 1n the United States and the consequent 
demand for Indian cotton. Lawrence was by nature and by training 

• The great gt,eJillero wa~ shot at the siege of Bilbao in r835. His name a[fOlds a 
hir. t uf the wonderful Risque language. 
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an adminir;trator rather than a c;tat('!;man; nnd he made vigorou~ attempt~ 
to ameliorate the condition of the people. of which a notion may be f~med 
from a work by the present writer." Of his re1ations towards Native 
Chiefs and rulers it may be said lh~t they were generous to an extent that 
might not altogether have been expected :f.rom so faithful a disciple of 
Dalhousie. It was sometimes imputed to Lawrence that he was want
ing in the suavity which lends grace to lofty station; and .there is no 
doubt that 'his type was Cromwell rather than Chesterfield t, which 
might perhaps be unwelcome to Asiatic grandees. But he had the 
great gift of being able to lean;! in the school of experience; and he 
continued all his life to be more and m~re esteemed by a sens*ve cla~s 
of the Indian community. . 

I well remember, at the end of the year 1866, a 4;our that Lawrence 
made in upper India, in the course of which he held a Durbar at Agra for 
the purpose of conferring the Insignia of the Star of India i~he Qlleen's 
name on a number of dIstinguished persons, potentates and individuals. 
The affluence of Chieftains was considerable: there was Sindhia, the 
Maharaja of Gwalior, in opulent but tasteful magnificence, with t!{e 
quaint little Begum of Bhopal, unique among/em ale Asiatics; and Rajahs 
from remote Bikanir and Marwar, followed by men-at-arms in medireva1 
caparisons. A strong force of British troops of all arms attended; and 
a grand review was held on the same parade-ground that had been 
the scene of Greathed's surprise nine years before. The investiture 
took place, in a vast canvas hall, on the forenoon of November 12th. 
Lawrence received the chiefs again the foHowing day, standing up, 
rugged, burly; addressing the assembled chiefs, in their own language, 
a very solemn and serious admonition on the duties they owed theIr 
subjects and the determination of the Government of India to have 
those duties properly discharged. 

Some soreness was understood to have arisen in princely breasts at 
the preference shown on this occasion to the Gwalior chief; and the 
Pioneer (a paper already mentioned) published some lines on the subject 
adapted from the celebrated song by Shakespeare-" Who is Silvia?" 

" Who is Sindia? What is he 
That all our swells attend him? 

First in rank and place is !Je, 
Such grace Sir John doth lend him, 

That kotowed to he must be. 
-------------

.. "History of India; for the use of Students." Chapter xxi. London, 1893. 
t Chesterfield, the Viceroy of Irel.nd, it should be noted. 
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" Then of Sindia let us sing, 
That. Sindia is excelling; 

He excels each Indian King, 
In Rajputana dwelling; 

To him Khilatr let us bring . 

" • • * 
In the. summer of 1861 I was once more ordered Iw>me on the 

ground of·sickness. The heat in the Red Sea was abnormal: and we 
lost a stewardess and a male passenger. In the harbour of -Alexandria 
L met with a painful adventure ;-for as t was hurrying down at night to 
catch th~ departing steam-vessel, I was beset by the man who had 
driven me to the quay-an Italian who demanded a double (are, and 
began to clamour in a frenzy of Levantine excitement. Regarding this 
at fir~t as a matter of no moment I stepped into the boat, into wlrich, as it 
put off, he ~anaged to leap. As 1 continued to tender him his fare he 
thrust a hand into his breast, where he, doubtless, had a knife, at the 
slme time crying that his blood was mounting to his head. His move· 
ment threatened to capsize the cranky b~t, and it was impossible to 
conceive what would happoo, had I not met his assault by a smart back· 
hander which toppled him into the water. I hopeQ he could swim, and 
that the" bath would do him more good than harm j but the Egyptian 
oarsmen calmly continued their task j and I got on board but,ust in time, 
and without any means of learning the ultimate fate of my pugnacious 
caLmun. Arrived in Paris, I did not fail to visit the exceIJently managed 
expoSition, enjoying the excitement of the Parisians over the concourse 
of ~overeigns and grandees by whom the :;how was attended. Both as 
a glorification of the" Light City" and as a ~pectaclc in itself, it was a 
great success; yet an acute o~server-the late General Fleury-deplored 
it as " ce~e dam nee Exposition" : he would have preferred an attack on 
the Prussians, who were somewhat exhausted by the '" Brothers' War " 
of the preceding year. But his Imperial Master gave them three years 
of preparation; with the results that we know. 

In the winter I went to Guernsey, by advice of Sir R. Martin, to 
seek shelter from the cold. The visit was interesting in several ways, 
especially as one's first introduction to those queer self-governed little 
fragments of the old Normanav..lcliy by which our England was once 
conquered and annexed. It was just at the height of the Fenian scare, 
when the American-Irish were creating so many alarms in London and 
elsewhere, that coming horne early from a country walk I went into a 
!'ohop in the town of S. Peter Port and enquired into th~ reason of my· 
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h'a-ving met so many blue-bloused peasants carrying firelocks. I was 
informed that a ship had come into harbour Qver night from Oork : 
there were Irish navVles employee\ quarrying stone on the island, with 
whose aid it was supposed that an attack would be made on the arsenal 
in order to ship the arms and carry them o~r tll the rebels. A c:)ullcil or 
war had m~t during the night; and the men whom I had met were mili
tiamen in pI,in clothes providing themselves with weapons . • Next night 
and until the departure of the suspected .::raft, these men Joined 'the 
regulars an\l doubled all their guards. It was a curious instance of the 
result of Home Rule. 

Another odd thing that I witnessed was the hearing of a-petition 
by a philanthropic half-pay officer in which the" States ': of Guernsey 
were invited to introduce the" Maine la w" prohibit ing the sale. of liquor. 
It was of. the nature of a trial, the petitioner aduresl;ing the court, and 
the law officers being heard in reply. I recollect the dett:ncc of the 
existing institutiuns made by Mr. Utermarck, the Attorney-General, 
who said, in effect, that the gallant petitioner had asserted that drill k 

• was the great cause of crime,.and had added tha.t Guernsey was the most 
drunken coml,!\unity in Europe. As the public prosecutor of that Island 
he was able to assure them that there was no country in Europe where 
the percentage of crime was so low as in this drunken population! 

CHAPTER VIII. 

AGl<A. 

After these somew}1at wide and barren wanderings I was not 
sorry to get back to the work of a District and Sessions Court, and in 
1870 I obtained a longer and more pleasant tenure than usual, in the 
station of Agra, which before the Mutiny J1ad been the headquarters 
of the provincial government. Though the court of appeal an~ revision 
(reconstituted as ,. the High Court") had been transferred to Allahabad, 
some of the advocates had preferred to remain in local practice rather 
than break up old associations and habits of life. The commodious 
buildings also ren,ained ; and thus it happened that the Judge of Agra 
had what was in many ways the pleasantest post of the kind in the north
We&t. Some of the Subordinate Comts, too, were under abJe and agree
able mer: with whom to work was a real.pleasure; indeed, the result 
of my fifteen years' tenure of oillce, there and in other judgeships, 
was that natives of India are especially fitted for judicial duty. 

I remember one of those gentlemen, a Hindu of good birth and 
hiucation, maldng a very shrewd di:lgnosis of the famous Keshab 



Chan.der, whom-at a distance-he had once admired. Daboo Keshab 
Chahder visiting Agra, in the course of an autumn tour, I took occasion 
to ask my friend, the Moonsiff, whll't he thought of the Teacher now? 
And the Moonsiff had to reply frankly that he feared that the Baboo 

. \Vas a very vain man. "For," said my friend, "the Teacher.ohjects to 
be judged by ordinary rules and standards. He asked me whether I 
did not C01.l'nt, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eigt-., nine, ten? 
And on my answering that of course I did, he said, j Well! for my 
part I count, ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three: two, one.' 
Now, what can you make of a man whd does that?" And I was only 
able to :nswer that I did not kIfow. 

Life at Agra was much diversified and cheered by visits from 
interesting tra velle~s; amongst whom was the famous Russian artist 
who .has done so much by person".! observation to place the ~rrors of 
war before the European public. At the time when Basil Vereschagin 
-to use the spelling of his own autograph--was at Agra, he wac; more 
Q.cace£ully employed, and would Sit for hours, almost regardless of 
Leat and glare, while he sketched a gr~p of Moghul minarets or 
copied the diaper of an interior panel! He was at that time in the 
prime of life, with keen blue eyes and golden beard; adverse to genet a1 
society, Dut one of the most friendly and agreeable of companions in a 
'l:te-ti-tete. French he spoke fluently, also writing the lantuage with 
ease and practical conectness. III English he was not so strong. 

Anoth~r of these enquiring foreigners was the King of Siam-the 
same'who came to Europe ill 1897: at the time of his visit he was quite a 
young man, speaking English well, and shOWing much intelligent curio
sity. Having studied history and written a guide-Look to the local 
monuments, 1 was told off W the Government to act as show-man to 
His Maj~sty; I had thus an opportunity of observing an Asiatic 
despot whose demeanour was not without a certain charm. One seemed 
to notice, indeed, a look which is. perhaps, found on most royal face&, 
betokening less any impatience of contradiction than a tacit assumption 
that contradiction was impossible. But, so far as voluntary kindness 
was concerned, the monarch's manner left little to be desired: when
ever a statement was made by which he was at all impressed. he would 
turn about so as to face the swite ~nd explain it to his followers in their 
own language. They ate and drank with us, appearing to have no caste 
prejudicf's, but m ixil'g their liquors to an extent that can hardly have 
been wholesome. 

The Illention of the .\t~r;} monuments allows a bric! expLm:tlion. 



They are of great beauty. but mostly of like age and character, th~ place 
having been the capital of the Moghul EllIpire,.though only for kbont 
one hundred years. That Empire had been founded, in the first half of 
the sixteenth century A. D., by Baber. chief of a Tartar tribe who, 
established themselves in India much as tlie Manchus have done in tIte • adjacent regions of China. One great difference. however, exists be-
tween the t"o cases; for the Manchus have assimilated with the con-

o • 

quered people. whereas the Moghuls, bringing down a strong tincture 
of Persian-civilisation, preserved their manners, languages and arts, to 
such an extpnt as to have mod;fied tb(!'indigenous habits of IJIdia to>a 
great and durable degree. Among the various buildings of this dynasty 
at Agra are many vast and beautiful edifices hlendin~ Penian :,.nd Indian 
taste. and dating from the Fort or castle of Akbar. Baber's grandson. 
who fini"shed it ab:mt 1566 A,D. But in addItion to Akbar's bllildi.ngs it 
contains a mosque of white IT'arbte built by his grandson to late as in 
1653: the name of this gl and son was Shah J ahan. But of all these 
monuments nOlle is so well known throllghout the world as the 
rnausolellm of this la~t-menlioned Emperor, known to us as "The Taj." 
whicb waS ('ompleled in 1648. excepting as a:, the tomb of himself. wl~ich 
was added at his death eight years later. This building, to view which 
pilgrims go yearly from all the ends of the earth. was originally under
taken by ghah Jahan in honour of a dearly loved consort, Arjumanl.il 
Banoo, whom he lost in )631, the fourth year of his reign. 

In spite of its great celebrity, the Taj is not quite according to 
our ideas of architectu(oe; and the too-studied symmetry of its design 
long caused critics to hesitate about accepting the current tradition 
which ascribed it to a European architect. But in recent times 
the discovery of an old Spanish boC\!< of travels has determined 
all these questions, and has demonstrated, beyond all po~sibility of 
doubt, that the general plan and elevation were due to an Italian artist. 
The monotony of the outline is attributable, in all probability, to the 
taste of the imperial founder, who wished to have it modelled from 
already existing monuments, especially the tomb of his anc.estor, 
H umayun .. :. The Spanish book is the record of a mission undertaken by 
all Augustinian friar named Manrique, who visited the Court of Shah 
Jahan in the interest of some Portuguese £hristians who had been made 
captives at the scige of Hooghly in 1632, and it contains very curious 
details of the life and manners of the Moghuls in Hindustan. Among 

* Memorable as the hlding place of the last of the line, the agrd Bahadur Shah, who VIas 
"c;\ptured there by Major Hodson, after the fa\! of Delhi, m September, 1857. 

. I 
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other things Manrique relates that he went to Agra in the winter of 
1640, ·when he saw thl! mausoleum in progress, and learned that the 
original specifications had been submitted to the Emperor by a Vene
tian named Geronimo Verro\leo, and approved by His Majesty jn a)} 
r~pects excevting as to the estimate, the latter being returneit to the 
architect to be enhanced to the high figure of fifteen millions of dollars. 
Verr-oneo 1Q'hs dead when the friar visited Agra; but hI knew the 
executor or administrator of Verroneo's estate and saw h~s papers. 
Native tradition mentions another Euro~ean, a Turk sent by the Sultan 
fnJm COlljtantinople ; and perhaps this man may have completed the 
work with alterations of his own, as happened to St. Peter's at Rome. 
The coloured ·stone incrustations of the interior walls are usually 
ascribed to' a F~ench artist, whose portrait in the same material used, 
before- the Mjtiny, to be the centre of a j;ietra-dura panel in the- throne 
room at Delhi. Such was the building especially admired by the King 
of Siam. 

• In 1875 another royal visit occurred, that of H. R. H. the Heir 
Apparent to the British throne j and my h~ble services were again in 
requisition. I was also fort!mate in renewing my acquaintance with 
several of. the Prince's followers, amongst whom was Sir Bartle Frere, 
one of the last of the great servants of John Company, a man of courtly 

. nfanners and fine presence; meeting also, for the first ti~e, Count 
Goblet d'Alviella, whom I have since had the great privilege to call my 
friend .. Ere long the Earl of Northbrook visited us, to be followed, soon 
after, by his successor as Viceroy, Lord Lytton, Jrnown in literature as 
"Owen Meredith," a man of a type quite unlike that presented by 
any other occupant of his distinguished station that I ever PDcountered. 
An imposiig brow over visioD&ry eyes of pale blue, a prominent but not 
arched nose, that was all you saw j the mouth-which you conjectured to 
be somewhat full-being completely masked by a full, brown beard which 
descended to the breast: there was something oriental in the whole aspect. 
He had both in speaking and writing an extraordinary flow of language, 
alike spontaneous and elaborate. In the decorative aspect of his great 
office he was impressive and admirable; the more cultured among Anglo
Indians highly relished his mordant humour and affable manners. Of the 
former an instance occurs to ~m"ry ; looking down a long room at tne 
wife of a newly-made knight, Lytton murmured in his dreamy way
.. The more I think of tho.t woman the more convinced I feel of the omnipo
tence of the GovernI~Dt of India: we have made her a Lady-a thing that 
the Almighty Himself could never do." To those who feel in,lined to criti-

I 
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else his administration harshly, it might be sufficient to point out tllat he 
literally had greatness thrust upon him. A diplomatic lounge,. ofc literary 
habits, he refused the Governorshrp of Madras when offered hIm by his 
father8 old friend, the late Lord Beacon~tield, alleging the warnings. 
of a physiltian whom he had consulted. The veteran politician iEo said til 
have replied-" Ab, Robert! You should consult nothing but the demon 
in your 9wx*breast." The refusal, however, was condoned; and ,the 
demon-w~ich consisted of organic disease-was conciliated ()( put to 
silence. Lytton was ill all the .time he VIas in Indla, and did '!lot live 
many years after his return. I recollect one of his terse phras.~ whiC'h 
struck me very much ~t the time. I mentioned an opini"on that his 
father's fictions were always improving, and that eVfry cme seemed to 
find The Caxtolls, My Novel, etc., showing an advance over Pelkarlt, and 
Ernest Jllattravers. .. Do you know why?" he asked instantll: "it was 
because he was always takin~ in coals. " 

Another great man to whom I did showman at Agra was the late 
Duke of Buckingham. His Grace had not the exterr.als of a Puissalit 
Prince-such as I believe h<!'would be described by the HeraJds-nor 
did he behold the sights with either sentime'at or enthusiasm. When . 
we were going up the cypress-avenue at the end of which gle~med the 
white marb\.e of the Taj, the Duke did not betray any interest in the 
imperial lovers lIor any admiration for their monument. "Do yuff 
think," he asked" that there would be any objection to my going down 
into the basement, to see how the place is drained 7" • 

In the winter of 18,8 Agra was visited by General and Mrs. U. S. 
Grant. The ex-President was a shortish man, of the appearance of a 
middle-class Scotchman, ...... ith a red moustache clipped to the calibre 
of a tooth-brush. I took Mrs. Grant in t. dinner, and well" recollect 
her homely but agreeable manners and her mllve conversation. One 
remark especially impressed me. co I can sit and cry." said the kindly 
woman, .. over the foolishest novel : now, Mr. Grant is entirely different." 
It was hardly necessary, with the veteran's nrm face before one, to have 
recourse to history for a connrmation of that testimony: the b\,llet 
hean, close lips, and sturdy figure spoke of one who would not weep on 
trifling provocation. The General-or" Mr. Grant," as his wHe said
was grimly amused at the attention of <!fln energetic official on the 
other sid~ of the table, who kept pressing various dishes upon him with 
an assurance that he had personally attended to their preparation. At 
,last he muttered, so that his neighbours on ei.thef"side could hear
',' We are a tolfrant people at home; but we do not have our coloured 



stew\rdsat0 meals with us." In truth, the gentleman in question Wa!f 

of a some'lil.at swarthy~ue; and it was said of hi'\l' when boasting of 
his ancestry, that" he might have pl~nty of Eur~pean blood but l;le 
.kept it dark. " 

One result of one's mterest m local archreology was that .one was 
demi-officially associated with the Government architects in preserving 
and even judiciously repairing the remains of the past for~hich Agra 
is so famous. 'vVe set up a small antiquarian Museum in the iPrt, where 
we placed the notorious" Gates of SomIl,ath .. carritd off, by Lord Ellen
b~rough'. orders, from the to~ of the Sultan at Ghazni: as also some 
of the Moghul kettledrums founlin a neglected cQrner. Here. too, was 
found room foxesom& minor sculptures, Buddhist, Hindu and other, which 
had escaped the general removal of such things to AllahabadofftQf the 
transfer of ~adquarters. Some undesirable efforts of " restoring'~ zeal 
were checked; and several important monuments were preserved from 
decay, the initiation of the good work being due to the taste and judgment 
O.SlT John Strachey, then Lieut.-Governor of the Province. 

In 1877 another famine visited us, mort general and more severe 
than the one noted in Chapt~r VII. The question of the social habits 
and condl.tion of the people be~an to attract attention: and a commis
sion was issued to several experts, Sir Charles Elliott,. afterwards 
~vernor of Bengal, being the able Secretary, The late Sir Jam,es Caird 
was one of the members; and I remember hearing him relate that 
his pllr1y, going rOllnd on inspection in the Agra District, once 
found an aged peasant sitting again'>t a sunsltiny wall, shivering as 
in an ague fit, and with bones pushing through his ill-furnished and 
half-naked skin. Being asked what had brought him Lo thIS pass, 
he sadly .mswered, "SMd,."-a word which in Pen.,lan means 
" gladness," but doubtless used by hIm in its more ordinary vernacular 
sense of weddmg,· The rural population, demoralIsed by generations 
of anarchy and ullcertainty, had lost all Idea of economy, and lived 
from hand to mouth, squandering on fakirs and fireworks, spending on 
the marnages of their offsprIng sums that would go fat towards launch
ing them 111 life. 

My time now drawing to aI' end, I was in 1879 allowed to leave 
Agra for a less cxpen51ve f'tat~n, \-\ here I might make gradual prepar-• atiol1 for retiring from the service. I spent the next two years at 

* The unlnnltt'd txJ.IP.vagance "Ith which the rural population of Hmdustan celebrate 
the nupllals of then eh ldren ha~ been ohen deplored: but, as the ~ne 1:',101 y of a most dull. 
eXIstence, the pr..tctice Will not b~ eaSIly abolIshed. 
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Meerut, where I endeavoured to do the little modicum of gOCKJ. J>e!mit
ted to a bird of pass~e. Here also were eXC'i'll~t SubordiI¥Ke Judges. 
iD~o whose lives one was able to ·introduce elements of self. respect and 
comfoK ; with a Bar, less numerous perhiPS than that of Agra. but. 
eminentl1 capable and wen-conducted. A Bar Libra}y was opened in 
the Judge's Court House, chambers being at the same time provided for 
the senior )dvocates: but much remained to be done, eS"gecially for 
the aCColliflodation of the Lower Courts, of which there were eight or 
ten scattered about the District, 

Meerut is not a place of interest li~ Agra. In history it. will ~e 
known as the scene of. the outburst of arson and murder wnich ushered 
in the great Revolt on loth May, 1857. It is only rel.ativety old; name
ly, a~ ol}il of the first British Cantonments founded after Lake entered 
Delhiin the autumn ofI803. It is not altogether an ideal seat of military • occupation, being in so Iowa bottom as to have no natural outfall: 
in the rainy season the drains overflow, and sewage-water percolates 
into the wells. Hence it has long been the breeding ground of mal:-
rial and enteric fevers. ·A few miles to the west is Saruhana, 

, once the principality of Begum Sumroo, w'th a Catholic Church,. a 
convent, and a palace which, in the days of my record, contained a few • 
portraits, alid was somewhat of a show-place. It was then the property 
of Lady. Forester, but has been since sold, having been knockea 
down for twenty-five thousand rupees to the Rev. Father Philip, on 
behalf of the Romish Archbishop of the Agra Diocese.t 

And so an official cOurse-one can hardly call it a " career "-dawd
led slowly away until in the autumn of r882 the end finally came. A 
year or two before, an fmusing idealisation of the District Judge of the 
period had appeared in Vanity Fair, in a seties of papers of which the 
earlier portion was published a!> a book, with the title of .. Twenty
one Days in Indi. ; or the tour of Sir Ali Baba, K.C.B." The writer was 
M. G. Aberigh-Mackay, a man engaged on educational duty in Central 
India, who, unhappily, died before he could reap the full maturity of his 
reputation. He displayed, in the whole series, a sympathetic insight into 
the conditions of Anglo-Indian life, half comic and half pathetic as they 
w~e, and his E.nglish was conspicuous for purity and grace, with a 
pecul ar ~d delicate humour: had he lived'Iongtr hI' might have taken his 
place ~y the side of Mr. Rudyard Kipling. Mr. Mackay was opposed to 
the policy of making orientals into Europeans, and dld Dot show much 

- -------_ !.... - - , -- - - - -
t For an account o~lhlS building and of the career of the Begum the reader may be 

referred to "Thcd3reat An"rchy," Calcutta, 190I. 
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symgat .... with the mills of official routine. Speaking of the central autho
rities-b~at time more connected 'Yith Simla t'-n with Calcutta-he 
thus wound up his paper on the District Judge. wlom he was pleased, to 

·regard as ove c~aple of batter things: "It gives one heart ~ fight1 
t'he enemy when the magnificoes of wit join our ranks. Ine a defiant 
tone we say, with the Sytian, ' our gods are gods of the hi}:' and there· • fore they aore stronger than we: but let us fig4t against ern on the 
plains and surely we shall,' etc., etc." The hills had by time taker. 
the room of Calcutta 10 the pereQnial strife between <:entre and circum· 
• ference.' 

Yet there is doubtless a side to such c:tses which the merry 
essaYIst did n<l just then care to bnng to prominence. Officials taunted 
with negl~ctlng pOJlUlar measures and men marked by pu~ ol'inion 
can answerihat they can only do what they Hunk right, and ~arge 

themselves with the fortunes of those 10 whose loyalty they feel confi· 
dence. Young officers thre! efore should beware, I ememberi~g that unless 
ttJey can really command the respect of th~ir superIors they will do well 
to seek then regard. The lii,te Master of ~alhol, whose energy and 
o rigmahty dId not always 'perhaps advance hIS personal aims, was wont' 
to quote a pd.!>~age of the unh~py Rochester, to the following effect :-

.. T111 old age and experience, hand in hand. 
Lead hIm to death, and make h1m understand, 
After a search so eager and so long, 
That, all his lIfe, he has been 10 the wrong." 

• 
Many a good publIc servant, both at home and abroad, has missed 

complete success by a want of skIll in commending himself to the 
dlspenser of patronage. Syqpey Smith was peruaps as fitted for lawn
sleeves as·BIshop Blougram. In any case there were cakes and ale 
while the hfe lasted; and a fairly good time was to be bad in Ind1a 
whether in the service of the Company or under the Empress. 

H. G. KEENE, 


