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received them, thereby meaning to elicit, whether or not, for the
sake of employment, they would become Christians. Indeed so grea$
a reproach was attached to the receipt of these letters by Native
officials, that whoever received them, was obliged, for fear of their
reputation, to conceal the fact, and even to deny having got them,
People used to retort saying that they would very shortly come, as
surely as they were the servants of Government. The truth is,
nothing could have been better calculated to strengthen and
confirm the erroneous belief upder which the people labored!
It fully succeeded, and nothing whatever was done to counteract
the evil effects thus produced.

It ought not therefore to have excited surprise if some distur-
bances had broken out at that period. Fortunately the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Bengal lost no time in taking notice of these
circumstances, and he issued a proclamation which bhad the effect of
pacifying the minds of men, and cowsiderably allaying the agitation
produced. The remedy, however, was not as complete as it might
have been ; and people thought that the thing was postponed only
to be renewed at some more favorable opportunity. [Mr. Edmond’s
letter and the Lieutenant Governor’s proclamation are to be found
at the end of this book.]

From all these circumstances the Mohammadant felt more
Interference in religious mat.  offended than the Hindus. The reason
ﬁ;’éﬁﬁ&“ﬂ“&ﬁ.ﬁﬂr&&f f:fll‘i of this is, that the latter perform the
the cause. ceremonies of their religion more as a
mere matter of custom, than as a divine injunction. Generally speak-
ing they are totally ignorant of the fundamental articles of their
faith, and those sacred injunctions, upon the due observance of
which, according to their religion, depends Nalvation in a future
state. Consequently they are very negligent in religious matters, and
not at all well grounded in the doctrines of their religious belief,
Leyond the observance of certain rives, and abstainances from forbid-
den food. They do not, like the Mohammadans, feel at all offended,
if, in their presence, any thing be said in direct opposition to those
religious tenets in which belief is necessary. The latter, on the
contrary, fully understand what, according to their religion, is
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necessary to salvation, and what entails punishment in the life to
come. They look upon the injunctions of their rehgion, there-
fore, as orders emanating from God himself, apd are conse-
qently firm in their religious belief and more bigotted. They
were therefore more dissatisfied, and as wae to be expected,
actuallys took a more prominent part in the disturbances than the
Hindus. Certainly the interference of Government with any reli-
ion is as much opposed to sound policy, as to prevent the impart-
ing of religious instruction (specially when the religion is one to
which its votaries are firmly attached) is objectionable and improper.
I do not, however, mean that our Government was really such as
it was believed to be, but that certainly acts were done, which did
a0t in any way tend to remove the erroneous impressions of the

people.

Cause 2nd.—The promulgation of such laws and regula-

_ tions and rules of procedure as were

ofmo’{;;;ﬁ"i‘?m?f;ﬂ not adapted to a Government like that

dures. of India, and which were opposed to the
customs of the Natives, or injurious to their interests.

Even the Legislative Council had extended its interference to
religious matters. Act XXI. of 1850
was directly opposed to customs sanc-
tioned by religion ; besides, it gave rise to another erroneous notion,
to the effect that it had been passed specially with the view of
encouraging couversion to Christianity. It was known that as
none professing a different religion could be admitted withiu the
pale of Hindiism, Hindus could of course derive no benefit by
it, while with regard to Mohammadans, those converted to Islamism,
were prohibited by its provisions from inheriting property left by
ancestors who had professed a different faith. As, therefere, no con-
vert to Mohammadanism also could be benefitted by the Act, those
only who would embrace Christianity were in a position to enjoy
the advantages it held forth, For these reasons people believed
that besides interfering with their religion, the Act plainly encou-
raged conversion to Christianity,

Act XXI of 1850.
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Act XV, of 1856 regarding Hindu widows was likewise directed
against religious customs. It is true
. that the subject was ably discussed, and
Tigavasthas (legal opiuiong were taken; but the Hindus, attached
more to their castoms and usages than their religion, were not
only greatly dissatisfied with the Act, but regarded it as a peasure
intended to bring dishonor and ruin on their families. Moreover it
was further erroneously supposed that the law had been passed
with a view of placing Hindu widows in a position of indepen-
dence, such as would enable them to act as they pleased.

¢

The regulation that was in force in the Criminal Courte, re-

garding the recognition of the free

rights of women, seriously affected the
honor and reputation of the Natives of India, and was opposed to
their customs. Even married women were permitted by the Ma-
gistrates’ Courts to act quite independently. The legitimate autho-
rity which the guardians of women possessed over them, was there.
fore virtually put an end to, Now all this evidently acted very
prejudicially to the interests of religion. The authority that was
vested in the Civil Courts to enquire into these matters, was neither
suflicient nor productive of any beneficial results; and consequently

* the investigation of an affair which the religion, customs, and usages
of the people required to be immediately enquired into, was in-
volved in so much confusion and delay as to give rise to more serious
evils. Very few decrees of the Civil Courts for restoring wives to
their husbands were ever put into execution: while in many Tases
could be found in which a woman had given birth to two or three
children at her seducer’s home while the complainant was endeavour-
ing to identify the party concerned !

Act XV, of 1836,

Giving liberty to females,

There are’in force certain Acts and Regulations according to

oy, il i i which cases, in which the parties con-
Acts in cases where the parties cerned happen to be of one and the
e of: e relighan, same religion, are decided in a manner
quite contrary to the doctrines of the faith they profess. I do not
mean that our Government should encourage or prove partial to
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any one religion. It is undoubtedly uecessary that suits, the parties
to which are of different religions, should be decided with a view
to justice only, provided that in dealing gut justice nothing be done
contrary to the religious belief or caste of either party. But cases
in which the parties are of the same religion, and which involve
the adjudication of Civil rights, ought to be decided in accordance
with their religion, customs, and usages.

_Ahe lawe and regulations regarding the resumption of La-£hirdj
lands, the last of which is Regulation
I1. of 1819, were seriously pernicious
in their consequences to British supremacy in India. Nothing

The result of extingrihing Plfaps haz? ever given rise to so much
the Native states according to', dissatisfaction among the people, and

fzﬁﬁgﬂ?&mﬁi;ﬂﬁ?ﬁf made them more disaffected to the
g{.e";;;?i:;‘gfinﬁ t;“‘igf‘;‘a‘; Government than the resumption of
and beggar the Natives making these lands. How truly has Sir Thomas
Sl Munco and the Duke of Wellington
said, that the resuming of Lo-kkirdj lands was but to engender
enemity on the part of the Natives of India, and to reduces them
to poverty and destitution. I cannot describe the evils which
the resumption proceedings produced in the country, the dissatis-
faction they caused, the offence they gave to the people, and the
troubles and difficulties they involved them in. Numerous
Moodf{s that had come down from centuries past, were resumed
on slight and insufficient grounds. The people therefore began to
thin®, that, as the Government, instead of protecting and support-
ing them, confiscated even the Jdghdrs conferred on their
ancestors by former rulers, they had very little Lo hope for from it.
It may be urged in favor of the Government that if these resump-
tions of Za-kkirdj lands had not taken place, it would have been
necessary to take measures for the imposition of additional taxes
on the people, with the view of meeting the public expenditure,
reazoning which it must be admitted is based on sound principles ;
but a consideration such as this could bring no consolation to the
people, nor remove the difficulties and hardships into which they had
been involved. It is worthy of notice that all the proclamatiouns

The resumption of Moodfis,

.
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issued by the rebels, with the view of misleading the people,
referred to nothing but two circumstances, viz. interference with
religion, and the resumption of Moodf7s. From this it is clearly
evident that these two circumstances were the original and
principal causes of the dissatisfaction of the people of India,
and especially of the Mohammadans, who had suffered more than
the Hindus.

During former régimes, the practice of disposing of Zamin-
The public sales of Zamindari darf f‘lghts either by private sale, or
Hghts. mortgage, or gift, was no doubt pre-
valent, but such things were very rare. Whenever, however,
they did take place, it was with the consent of the parties con-
cerned. The practice of putfing up Zemindari rights for
peremptory sale in satisfaction of debts or arrears of revenue, did
not exist. The Natives of India are firmly and dearly attached
to the lands inherited from their ancestors, and consequently their
loss pains them exceedingly.

Every Zamindari in Hindoostan, properly considered, may
be described as a kind of small kingdom, in which from ages past,
one person has been recognized as the Sirdar, [Chief] with the con-
sent of all.  In any matter which he decided upon, every proprietor
had a voice allowed to him in proportion to bis interest in the Zamin-
darl. Even the village Chawdiharis were permitted tu be present,
and allowed to give their opinions., Whenever any case assumed
a serious aspect, it was decided by the Zamindar, in concert with
some great man or Sirdar of a large village. In all the villages
throughout India, there existed an excellent form of government,
and parliaments on a small scale. Certainly Zamindars expe-
rienced the same degree of distress and mortification on the loss
of their estates,”as kings when deprived of their kingdoms ; but
the British Government paid no attention to these circumstances.
There is now scarcely a single village in which some changes of
proprietary rights, more or less, have not taken place since the
commencement of English rule up to the present moment, At first
these public sales were so numerous and so irregularly conducted.
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that the whole country was thrown into disurder and confusion.
With a view, however, to putting a stop te the evils which resulted
from these proceedings, Regulation I, of 1821 was passed, and a
Commissiou was also appointed. But this Commission gave birth
to a hundred other evils of a different character; and as it failed to
realize the objects for which it had been issued, it was at last
abolished.

I do not wish here to enter into any discvssion as to whether,
if the Government had not introdaced the system of public sales,
it could have done any thing else for collecting its revenue, and
asto why lands which are held liable for the revenue assessed on
them, should not be put up to public auction ; for my present object is
merely to state that these public sales, whether they were resorted
to from ignorance or necessity, formed the causes of the relellion.
Should however any person dcsire to argue the point, I beg to refer
him to my work on the system of adminisiration best suited to
the Government of India; but I cannot forbear stating that to
consider land liable for the revenue assessed on it, is an opinfon
open to much question, for the demand of the State is not so much
upon the Jand as upon its produce.

The practice of disposing of Zemindar{ rights by public sales
fop-the realization of debts, was productive of the most pernicious
“consequences. Mahdjans and monied men imposed upon the
Zamindars, lent them money, and played off numerous tricks pur-
posely with the view of seizing their estates. They brought
numerous suits of various descriptions, whether false or true, into the
Civil Courts, and old and ancient families were dispossessed of
their property by them, they themselves becoming the owners
thereof. These proceedings therefore seriously affected the con-
dition of the Zamindars all over the country.

The assessments of revenue fixed by our Government were
really deserving of great praise; but
they were very heavy in comparison
with those which obtained during former répimes when revenue was
taken in kind. The demand of the State had been limited by

Heavy assessment of lands,
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Shér Shah to a third of the produce. There is no doubt what-
ever that this system engendered various difficulties, as well as
entailed loss to the Government ; but under it the cultivators en-
joyed ease and prosperity, ihasmuch as they had not to pay for
losses sustained. Akbar the 1st approved and adopted this very
system of taking onme-third of the produce of the land; but he
declared and fixed the assessments, Lord Elphinstone (sic.) in his
admirable history refers to this subject, and the author of the Ayin
Akbari, fully describes it. Akbar, divided land into several classes,
from the first of which, called polack, or land that was cultivated
every year the Government demand or share was yearly realized.
The second class of land was called parawt! which was not brought
under tillage every year, but was suffered to lie fallow for sometime,
that the soil might be invigorated. No claims of revenue were made
upon this kind of land, except in those years when it was culti-
vated. The third class of land was known by the name of ckaclar,
which lay uncultivated for the three or fonr years previous, and
which required to be manured and improved at some expense. In
the first year of its caltivation, ouly two-fifths of the assessed
revenue was taken, but it was yearly increased, till in the fifth year
the maximum was reached. The fourth class comprised all lands
denominated banjar, which had remained waste for more than five
years, The temporary scttlement of these lands for realizing the
revenue in kind, instead of in money, was thus made. An average
of the produce of each Jighd of the several sorts of land above
described was taken. For example, suppose nine mans of grain
was fixed as the average produce of each 4iphd, three sans
were due to Government as rent thereon. The price of grain was
also deteimingd according to the average rates, and thus the
amount of rent payable in money was fixed. In this there was
great advantage to the cultivator. 1If he considered the rate
according to which rent was payalle in money as too exorbitant,
he had the option of paying in lieu thereof one-third of the pro-
duce in kind. Tn the settlments made by the British, these and
many other similar things were not taken into consideration. Un-
cultivated lands were burdencd with a permanept assessment,
ang such lands as required fo be improved by being allowed to lie
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fallow for some time, were not exempted from taxation at all.
These lands being brought under cultivation every year, gradually
lost their vigour, and produced less and less in proportion. Acecor-
dingly the assumptions upon which the assessments had been based
lost much of their force. 1n many districts the assessments were
fixed at heavy rates, and both landholders and ryots suffered
much in consequence. Gradually they sunk under their
losses, and cultivation as a matter of course was greatly neg-
lected. From the operation of these causes, lands could mnot be
cultivated as well as they. should have been, and accordingly
produced less than they ought to have yielded. Debts were there-
fore incurred by the owners, to meet the demands of the
revenue officers, and these debts having increased by the accumu-
lation of interest on money borrowed, numbers of once opulent
landholders were reduced to poverty and destitution, Villages in
which there was a great quantity of waste land, suffered most of
all. The late Hon’ble Mr. Thomason writes in the 64th Section
of his # Guide to Revenue Officers” that, in the settlemerts made
in conformity with the provisions of Regulation IX. of 1883, profi-
table lands were assessed at a rate lower than the unprofitable
lands, Again much of the illegal gains of the Zamindars was put a
stop to, which was certainly good and proper, but no such relax-
ation in thg terms of the settlement was made as the condition
of the different kinds of land required. In short from these
causes the landhoMers and ryots gradually grew poorer and pooter,
and in spite of the case and tranquillity enjoyed by the Zamindars,
they could not forget former Governments.

The abolition of Talookaekdari rights was another ostensible

The abolition of Talookahdarf c2use of the disturbances, though I do
gﬂtﬁi é:riiculuzly inthe Oude not mean to assert that any injustice
was done by it, In the Oude pro-

vince particularly, these Zulookaldars were like independent Rajas,
exercising almost regal powers withiu their respective Zalookaks,
as well as enjoying large profits. With the abolition of their
rights in the land, ceased also their power and gains. I do not wish
to discuss here Kow the Government could have protected the real
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proprietors of the land from the oppressions of these petty tyrants
without depriving them of the power they had so flagrantly
abused. My opinions regarding this matter have been set forth
in another pamphlet. I content myself, therefore by merely stating
that the degradation of the Zulookakdars from their former position
was one of the causes of the insurrection.

The use of stamp paper is a custom exclusively prevailing in
The introduction of stamp JLuropean countries, where there is, as
paper. it were, no land tax at all. Its intro-
duction into India and the gradual increase in its price up to 1849,
when it was finally settled by Act X. of that year, were quite
opposed to the customs of the Natives. If was moreover impolitic
and inexpedient, considering the straitened circumstances the people
had been reduced to. People of a former period have written and
argued much on the subject of the introduction of stamp paper,
and even cited numerous examples in proof of the advantages
expected to result therefrom; others again have adduced stronger
arguments disproving the assumptions of their opponents, and
showing that their assertions were opposed to the reality of the
case. I have no desire to notice these arguments; it is sufficient
for my purpose to state that those arguments are applicable to
. countries, the people of which are educated, wealthy, truthful, and
capable of judging of the merits of lawsuits. The Natives of
India who are daily getting more and more impoverished, are but
ill able to bear this burden. All wisec men have condemned this
stamp {ax. They are of opinion that it is much more objection-
able and impolitic to tax the paper used for drawing up a com-
plaint upon, than that used for deeds and documents, Mr. Mills’
work on Political Economy, and Lord Brougham’s Political Philo-
sophy, abound with objections against the use of stamp paper. The
Natives of In@a condemned it more than those of England.

The system of Civil administration in force in Bengal and
The system of Cvil adminis. LD N orth-Western Provinces of the
tration in the Bengal Provinces Presidency of Fort William, is highly

superior to that in the Punjab, -
but requires revision in oortsin  commendable, It had nothing to do

. with the rebellion; I am aware that
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the opinions of most Goovernment officials are opposed to mine, and
that they prefer the Punjah system of administration, I therefore
consider the subject important emough to be noticed at some
length., The Punjab Code is but a compendium of the laws and
regulations in force in these provinces. No regulations or laws
have been enacted extending its provisions, or making alterations
in it. Each officer is vested with discretionary powers in this
matter. The judgment of every officer may not be sound. It can
therefore be imagined how many evils are possible. The Civil
Courts are the most important of all Courts, and the business
thereof ought to be managed with as much care and regularity as
possible. It is upon the proper and systematic working of these
Courts that depends the prosperity of the country, the improve-
ment of commerce and trade, and the preservation of the rights
of the people. The importance of these Courts, however, is very
much depreciated in the Punjab. The authorities do not pay the
slightest attention to the business connected with them, and I may
even state that, were they willing, they have not sufficient time to
attend to them. As yet the files of the Punjab Civil Courts do not’
furnish so many cases for adjudication as those of the Courts in the
older provinces of the British Government, where litigation prevails
to a greater extent, not only on account of the large number of
changes that have occurred, but on account of the length of time
that has elapsed since their conquest. When, however, the Punjab
Civil files are similarly encumbered, it is almost certain that the
Punjab Code will be found wanting in dealing with cases of a
complicated nature. The connection of the Civil Courts with the
rebellion appears to have resulted simply from two causes: firstly,
the forcible seizure and deprivation of proprietary rights, and
secondly, debt in general, or in consequence of the Court’s decrees.
These two however were prolific causes of quarrel and disputes
among the people themselves, but they did not form any grounds of
resistance to the Government. It is generally the case that whenever
the authority of the Government is somewhat weakened, all the
latent jealousies and enemites of the people break forth with unusual
violence, and lead to disturbances and breaches of the peace. A
principal cause of these during the rebellion, was the unjust
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deprivation of proprietary rights, and the execution of judgments
decrecing false claims against parties not really indebted. For
this reason the Civil Courts have come in for a large share of
obloquy. It scarcely admits of any doubt that the way in which
the busiuess of the Punjab Civil Courts is conducted (the cases
being generally dispused of summarily, without much enquiry into
their merits, and at the discretion of the presiding officer), will
hereafter occasion much disgust and vexation, The effects of the
action of the Civil Courts do not generally become apparent within
ten years or so. After fifty years more it will be necessary to
introduce into the Punjab Provinces the system of administration
and procedure that prevails in these. I freely admit that the laws
and regulations in force in Bengal and the North-Western Provin-
ces are susceptible of improvement. Great delay takes place in
the final adjudication of cases, and the ruinous price of stamp
paper, as well as the facilities afforded for carrying every suit
through several Courts of appeal,involve the partics thereof in un-
necessary and heavy expenses. Owing to the Civil Officers too not
having been mvested with certain necessary powers, great incon-
venience is felt in deciding cases. This has been remedied to
some extent by the passing of Act XIX. of 1853 ; but the law is
euseeptible of further improvement. ButI beg to refer the reader
for my opinions en this head to my trealise on the good Govern-
ment of India,

Cause 3rd —The ignorance of Government of the condition,
manners, customs, and prejudices of their subjects, the injuries
they were suffering, and on which account they were becoming dig-
affected.

" There is no doubt that the Government was ignorant of the

Thrdly—The femorance of conflition, habits, and grievances of its
Government of the state of the subjects ; nor was there any means of
e R e getring information on these points;
for a knowledge of the circumstances, wishes, and habits, of the
people can be acquired only by freely mixing and having constant
social intercourse with them, which again is possible only when
c¢ne race of men unreservedly mix with another, living together
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in peace and friendskip as natives of one and the same
conntry, precisely as the Mohamamadans did in Hindoostan, enjoying
the love and friendship of a people foreign to them in religion,
manners, and customs. That therefore which counld alone have en-
abled the Government to get an insight into the real eirenmstances of
its subjects, could not possibly have been accomplished by it. It
may be stated that the people themselves might have made known
to the Government their wishes, apd grievances. Now it so
happens that they had neither the means nor the opportunity
to do so, for they were not allowed to have any share in the
zovernment of the country. If any one forwarded a petition
representing his wrongs, even if it were submitted to the Governor
General, it was generally considered more as a mere appeal, than a
claim to inferfere in the affairs of Government. For this reason
no good effects were produced. Tt was therefore necessary that
Local sutlorities gemerally SOWe third party should lay before
unacquainted with the condition  the Government an account of the
of a8 peoga. condition of 1ts subjects, awd the
Government had to depend on the reporls of the Covenanted'
District and Divisional Officers for such information. But it s0
happened that these officials themselves were in utter ignorance of
the circumstances of the people for whom they administered the
laws, and executed the orders of the Government; nor was any
source open to them to obtain the necessary information from. Be-
sides which their absolute inattention to such matters, as well as their
irritability of temper, were subjects of general remark. They were
dreaded by all, and no one had the courage to speak out the truth,
(especially in such matters as were known to be distasteful to them) ;
while both subordinates and gentlemen not in Government employ,,.
influenced by fear, indulged them with flattery and adulation,
® The bermms usodare Nodyah Our Goxrernment which, .iu reality was
and Shakhstyah. an elective or representative monarchy
We have no terms that express . .
their exact meaning, as they scom seemed as it were despotic.* It
:}"Wﬁnﬁﬁtbﬁfﬁz ‘;‘::ﬁ;m'g":f appears however' t.hab the agency of
the first four KAalifahs was No-  the local authorities for ascertaining
%i’:,,,,ﬁ;’ﬁ,ff their  succewsors  nd communicating to Government
TRARSIATOR.  information regarding the condition
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of the people, was not only insufficient, but wholly wanting,
For these reasons the Government always remained in ignorance

on the subjec), Whenever any new Act or Law interfered with the :
well-being of the people, or caused them injury, no one was present to

raise his voice in their behalf, or even to report on the evil to the

Government. Unprotected and unsympathized with. by any, their

blood boiled within them, and they wept long and bitterly in

silence, unseen, and unnoticed by all.

Under the British Govern'ment there were many causes at
. alaiing ey oE s work to imPoverish the Indian races.
Indians, particularly of the Of all the different means of earning
PSS = bread, employment is considered the
hest, and is the most acceptable to the Natives of India. Service
is generally considered here as a profession ; and though the scarecity
ofetployment was generally complained of, the Mohammadans in
particular felt it most severely. It may be remarked that the Hindus
theotiginal inhabitants of the country, were not accustomed in former
1ges to take service. On the contrary, every one carried on trade.
Fhe Brahmins had nothing to do with employment. Those known
8 Bais Baran were either tradesmen or Mahajans, Ancient history
nforms us that even the Clhafiris, who once ruled and exercised
power in the country, did not consider service as a profession to be
followed. They owned and ruled over small tracts of land. They had
no troops in their pay ; but on occasions of emergency, the several
clans assembled together and formed an army, just as we see to a
certain extent in Russia. The Kayasikas were the only Hindus
who, from the most ancient times, accepted service as a profession.
The Mohammadans are not the Natives of India. They accompa-
nied the Moslim conquerors with the view of getting employment,
and settled themselves here with their families. Accordingly, they
lived by service, and followed it as a profession. The difficulty of
obtaining it, therefore, gave them more cause of complaint than
the original inhabitants. Commisrions in the army, wijch were
beyond the reach or expectation of ignorant men, were too few in
number. Natives of respectability and birth considered it degrading
to enlist in the army, the ranks of which were but too generally
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recruited from the Zilanga class of men. Employment however
was open to them in the Cavalry ; but the number of troopers was very
small, compared with what was kept up by former Governments.
Again, under the former rulers of this country, besides appointments
in the service of Government, employment in great numbers were
procurable in the service of the Subahdars, Sirdars, and Noblemen,
who entertained men in their own pay. Now all this was wanting
under the British Government. For this reason there was a great
scarcity of employment, and the effect of this was that when the
rebels offered to take men into #ir service, thousands of expectant
candidates flocked to their standards, with as much eagerness as
persons dying of starvation would to food and plenty.

Shut up & hungry K4fir with good fare,
And, think you, for the fust-day, be'll moch care P—58ad{

Many persons served the rebels on one enna, one and half axna,
or for one seer of flour per diem. From this it is plain that the
Natives of India were anxious for employment in proportion as they
were impoverished through, and on account of, the scarcity of it.

Under former governments there was another cause of

) contentment to the people, viz. charie

p:;:mmmﬁ :::;et; b}: table pensions and stipends. When
 rost, moasure 10 10 POVrY  Shah Jahan ascended the throne, he
gave four lakks of bigkas of land, and

one hundred and twenty villages as Jaghirs, and lakis of Rupees
as rewards on the day of his coronation. This practice was
wholly discontinued under the British Governwent. On the con-
trary the Government resumed former Jaghirs, and thus reduced
thousands to great poverty and destitution. I have already des-
cribed the impoverished condition of the Zamindars and cultivators.
Those again who carried on trades and followed different professions
lost their business, and ceased to get work in consequence of the
increased” demand for, and consumption of, British manufactures.
Native trades had been depreciated to so great an extent that even
needle and match makers found it difficult to eke out aliving, The
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weavers who, be it remarked, took & prominent part in the late dise
tarbances, had been absolutely ruined. Now as the Providence of
God had made India a dependency of the British empire, the Go-
vernment was bound to take notice of the condition of its Indian
subjects, and to exert itself in removing the evils under which
they suffered so much.

The C(;mpany’s Promissory Notes furnished quite a novel
The investment of capital in Methodcof adding to the oppressions
Governwent Joans. und ich the country was groan-
ing, a precedent for which was furnished by no previous Govern-
ment. The money that was borrowed, as well as the interest
thereon, had to be repaid out of the revenues of the country, and
accordingly measures were adopted for finding the requisite funds.
In short the country was impoverished in various ways. OId
families distinguished for their affluence and wealth, were reduced
to penury and destitutlion, and this was one of the primary causes
of the dissatisfaction of the people with the Government.

I speak only the truth when I state that it was chiefly for

Tho desiro of & change of Go- this reason 'that the people wished for
vernment proceeded only from @ change in the Government, and
S py ot e pogle. rejoiced 8o heartlily at the idea of the
British rule being superseded by another, I speakgagain the truth,
and I emphatically repeat that I say not one word more than the
trush, when I state that the news of the conquest of Afghanistan
by the British overwhelmed the people with grief. The reason of this
was an apprchensign that the Government would now openly
interfere with their religion. When Gwalior was conquered, the
Puanjab taken, and Oude annexed, the people were much grieved,
because the incgrporation of these Native states into the British
Indian Ewmpire deprived them of those advantages which their
existence had enabled them to derive. Not only employment
could be procured in abundance, but a considerable trade in Native
goods and manufactures was cartied on in these statcs. By their
annexalion therefore, the country became more and more impover-
ished and though under the British Government, the country
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enjoyed innumerable benefits, it suffered as well under very many
evils, Yet I do not certainly mean to pronounce an umgualified
condemnation of the system of administration introdaced by it, for
the poet says—
The ills of wine you've sung—its virtues too,
Pray kindly sing, if, you can find a few;

1t is not over wise, though in the mind,
To deny all science, to please the blind.— Hdffz

The maintenance of peace andillleder, freedom of the roads from
highway-men and robbers, captiire and annihilation of Z%ugs and
rogues, construction and repair of roads, both for travelling and
traffic, constant transmission of letters, even those of the poorest
classes to the most remote parts of the country, suppressivn of ecivil
wars and bloody affrays, the protection afforded to the oppressed, &e.,
these and similar other and many more benefits hae the country
enjoyed under British rule, never before enjoyed to the same degree
under any former Government. But, if attentively coneidered, it
will be apparent that these benefits, however inestimable in thgm-
selves, could not nentralize the evils I have referred to. Moreover,
the benefits in question were chiefly enjoyed by women. They
undoubtedly lived in perfect peace and security. They no longer
saw their children falling around them in family affrays, nor their
property plundered by thieves or Zhugs. Their husbands and
children were pftected from the oppressions of the Collectors, and
they were, in short, well off in a thousand other ways; and grateful
. for these benefits received and enjoyed, the women were perfectly
loyal to, and stood firmly by, the British Government in its day
of trial. Mabajans and tradesmen too, who had enjoyed prosperity
_ander the British Government, were not in any instance foupd
unfavorable to it. The truth is, no class of men was opposed to
the British or unfaithful to it, but those who, in suthe way, suffered

under its Government.

Fourthly—Neglect in mat- ' Cau:se Mﬁ.—N?gl.ect .in matters
ters which shoa}!d have received which, in the administration of the
consideration of Government.  girsof Hindoostan, should have been

attended to by our Government,
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In discussing the subject which in this place will engage my
attention, though my remarks may meet with the disapproval of
some of the anthorities, I shall pevertheless speak freely and

Want of cordiality towards Without reserve, .It is incumbent upon
the Indwas. me to speak the truth in such a matter,
for what I allude to is a thing so all pervading and powerful
in its nature that, not to speak of men, the very birds of the air
and wild beasts of the forest are attracted and tamed by it. Itis
unnecessary to expatiate on the adyantages of friendship, love, and
union, Lord Bacon’s Essays of"the subject have left nothing
unsaid. I need only state that the attachment which skouid exist
between a Government and its subjects, is of more importance than
what private individuals may bear towards each other. As one
person contracts friendship with another, so ought Government
with its subjects. Two individuals are considered as one and
the same person, on account of the reciprocity of feelings and
ideas which subsists between them. A Government, in the same
manner, ought to identify itself with its subjects to so great
a degree that both may appear one and the same body politic.

“ The people are as the roots, and Government the trec,
“ The tree, my son, acquires strength and firmness from the roots," —8'ad{

Could not this have been accomplished by our Government?
Certainly it could. For in the daily experience of life, we do not
unfrequently find the existence of friendship und uhity between two
races peopling different countries, and differing from each other in
religion, habits, and characteristics; while on the contrary, we as
often find two persons of the same caste, country, and faith, bearing
towards each other*ee!ings of inveterate hatred and deadly enmity.
From this it is clear that persons uniting themselves in the bonds
of friendship apd union, need not be of the same race, country,
or religion. How truthful and just is this prayer of Paul the
Apostle—* And the Lord make you to increase, and abound in love
one towards another, and toward all men, even as we do toward
you”. In other words, it impresses us with an idea of the import-
ance of loving, not merely our neighbours and friends, but all
mankind, even our enemies ; and inculcates the necessity of daily



( 38 )

incressing our love and goodness towards our fellow creatures.
And is not the precept inculcated by the Messiah, “ Do unto others
as ye would they should do unto you,” equally instructive ? Indeed
the books of Moses apd the Prophets have this object, and the end
of the Messiah’s lesson is simply the promotion of friendship and
unity among all mankind. In short, no wise man will deny the
importance and uses of love and union. These two are productive
of many good results, and frequently succeed in cheeking the pro«
gress of evil. Baut it is to be deeply regretted thas, up to the pre-
sent time, our Government has faifed to create this love Letween
itself and its subjects.

Again it is a general rule, as regards love and affection, that it
flows from the superior to the inferior, which is apparent from its
influence not only on men but on the brutes. The love of the father
for his son shews itsclf prior to that of the latter for the former.
Similarly the husband begins to leve his wife before she loves
him and precisely on the same principle, when an inferion makes
advances towards his superior, it is considered adulation or flattery,
not affection. The object of these remarks is to prove that our
Government should have first exerted itself to win the love and
attachment of its subjects ; for in that case, as all experience shows,
mutual Jove would have atiracted its objects to each other, and
the latter warmly reciprocated the feelings entertained for them Ly
the former, and ®ecome its staunch partisans and adherents.

“Love is that peace-destroyer which forced mwe to your dwelling.”

But it is to be deplored that our Government has not succeeded
in effecting this.

If the Government however asserts that all this is untrue, and
that on the contrary it had done good, but received evil in return,
I would leave the matter for its own decision. Had the Govern-
ment shewn attachment for its subjects, they would certainly
have returned it in a far greater degree. Love is that feeling
of the heart which neither words nor skill can produce, and
though sometime its existence may be ascertained from ex-
ternal signs, yet it can neither be described nor identified. But
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the heart knows it well, and ever possesses a nice balance by means
of which it can perceive its slightest increase or diminution.

“In this world hearts with hearts—one course approve,
“ With hatred, batred’s mated ; with Love—Love.”

Our Gpvernment has hitherto kept itself as far aloof and separated
from its subjects, as fire [ought to be] from dried grass. They can
be aptly compared to two broken pieces of stoue. Notwithstanding
that the Government and its subjgets should have been so much at-
tached to each other as to challenge comparison with a stone of varie-
gated colours, which, in spite of its different hues, is in reality one
and the same substance, the distinction between white and black
is ever kept up, and the difference perceivable, is daily on the in-
crease. A black spot on a white ground is charming to behold,
white one on a black surface is not less beautiful,

I am not speaking here of injustice. Most assuredly it was
the duty of the Government to show special attachment for its
Christian subjects; but what 1 contend for is, that the Government
should bear towards all its subjects that brotherly kindness, and
should add to brotherly kindness that charity which has been so

®  And 0 godliness, brotherly forcibly inculcated by the Apostle
kindness, and to brotherly kind-  Peter.* Now the European authorities
ness, charity.,” IIL Peter, 1-7. . . .
in this country and the Natives
were not of the same blood, and differed from each other in
religion, habits, and ideas. Besides which there was nothing to bind
them together, as there existed no real and sincere attachment for
each other. Upon what grounds then did the former expect
loyalty and fidelity on the part of the latter?

Let us now, consider the condition of Hindoostan under its

S former rulers. The country was at

:E,{i,'ﬂ::;' s t:]f:",;:erl‘,";'f;; first conquered by the Mohammadans,
e re i 1

o nt tranquillity  but dm:mg the Torkoman an('l :A.fghan

dynasties, no order and tranquillity were

established in it so long a8 no community of feeling existed between

the rulers and the ruled. In the reign of the first Akbar, a very
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strong feeling of attachment towards each other sprung up, and
continued to exist throughout the reign of Shah Jakan, though
during this latter period the country soffered much from mis-go-
vernment. The evil effects, however, resulting therefrom were
neutralized by the prevalence of that feeling of brotherly love
which T have alluded to. In the year 1779, during the rgign of
Alamgir, this cordiality between the governors and the governed
ceased to exist, and when the Hindus led by Sevaji, the Maha-
ratta Chief, and other leaders resisted the authority of the Emperor,
and rebelled against him, he became greatly exasperated at the
conduct of his subjects, and issued orders to his Subahdars, directing
them to oppress and persecute them, and to levy the Jazisk or
capitation tax. The discontent that was produced in the country
in consequence is too well known to require description., But
during a one hundred years’ rule, our Government has neglected to
gain the attachment and good will of its subjects.

No one can deny that one of the chief causes of the stability
Treating the Indiams with 2and permanence of a Government lies
e in honoring the people over whom it
rules, and in conciliating their affections. A man is more pleased
when he is honored though he receive not much, than when he
receives much, but 1s not honored at all. To dishonor one is to give
him much heart burning and mortal offence. It is a thing that
without producing any perceptible injury, breeds malice and enmity
in the heart, and wounds it so deeply that nothing heals the sore,

“Wounds of the spear (Sinda) are guickly healed,
“ Wounds of the tongue (Lisdn) are never healed”

Affection is the very opposite. It is that which transforms an
enemy into a friend, makes friends more and more dear, and turns
a stranger into a familiar acquaintance. It is that which tames the
wild beasts of the forest and birds of the air, and makes them
obedient. Tts influences, on the subjects of a Government, there-
fore; are inconceivable. During the early period of the British rule
in this country, there existed great affection on the part of the
Government for ite subjects, who were therefore much attached



( 41 )

A ——

A -~

to it, and were its staunch adherents. Undoubtedly our Govern-
ment appears to have lost sight of this, The Natives of India,
without perhaps a single exception, blame thé Government for
having deprived them of their position and dignity and for keeping
them down. A Native of the highest rank does not receive that
consideration and courtesy at the hands of a European of inferior
position, which the latter receivos at the hands of a Duke. Indeed
1t appears to be taken for granted that there is not a single
gentleman (sic) in all India.

It is through the medium of the Covenanted Servants of the
Government, who adminigter its laws, and who, in carrying out its
otders, are brought into immediate contact with the people in the
execution of their daily duties,~that the expression of the good
intentions and the paternal feelings of the former are conveyed to
the latter. How good and pure soever may be the intentions of
the Government, the same can never find adequate expression, so
long as its recognized public officers will not exert themselves in
makiog them fully and unreservedly known, In customs, man-
ners, and habits, the Covenanted Officials of former days were quite
different from their brethren of the present day. The former used
to show esteem and respect for the Natives of India in all possible
ways, and thus sccured their attachment. Like sympathizing friends
they participated in their joys and griefs, notwithatailding that
they occupied posts of great honor and respectability ; and while on
the one hand they managed to preserve intact the dignity insopara-
ble from their high rank and office, they were on the other so
cordial and affable to the people that all were lost in admiration of
their conduct, and wondered how those so high in rank, and hold-
mg such dignified offices, could be so condescending and polite to
all around them, Such was the conduct of the Officials of a
former day towards Natives of rank and wealth, who undoubtedly
followed in the footsteps of the holy ’ Apostle Peter, and

Al i, i, Tnsiiasly n?t content with showing brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kind-  kindness to all, added to it love and
ness, charity. IL PeterV.7.  pority., The majority of the Covenant.
ed Officers of the present day, however, are quite different style

b g
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of Leing from what their predwessars' were.  What! have not thew
pride and arrogance led them to consider the Natives of India
as undeserving the name of human beings, and has not their ill
temper and neglect produced in the hearts of the people feelings of
senseless alarm ?  What | was not the Government aware that Na-
tives of the very highest rank trembled before its officers, and
were in daily fear of suffering the greatest insults and indignities at
their hands? Is the fact unknown that a respectable Native minis-
terial officer, while reading the proceedings of a case before the Hazoor,
and respectfully speaking to him With folded hands, has frequent
cause to feel deeply pained and aggrieved by theill temper, and
harsh, nay abusive language of the Sd4ib, and to curse a fate which
destined him to earn bread by services more degrading than
cutting grass. I do not, however, mean to include the whole
body of Covenanted Officers in this censure. There are certainly
honorable exzceptions, whose good nature and affable temper are
well known. The Natives all know them as they do the Sun
and the Moon, and consider them as worthy types of their
predecessors of former days. In truth they follow the precept
taught by the holy Messiah to Simon Peter and Andrew his
brother, when he found them throwing nets in the sea to catch
fish : “ Follow 1ae, and I will make you fishers of men.”* Simi.
larly have these officers caught the
people around them in the meshes of
love. They have moreover preserved the dignity of their office,
and yet not heen unjust or arragant to the people. They have
entitled themselves to that blessedness which was promised
by the Messiah— Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.”t These
officers have made the people feel and
value their goodness, justice, and other estimable qualities, and
ruled on the land, a8 thg Messiah hath enjoined—¢ Blessed,” said he,
¢ are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth.”t They have shown
the light of their goodness to the people
according to the command of Christ, for
hath he not gaid ?— Let your light so shine before men that they
may seé your good works and glorify our Father which is in

#* Mathew IV, 19.

4+ Mathew V. 3.

1 Mathew V. 6.
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Heaven.”* Such officers, it is true, are fowss but wherever
I they are, they are universally beloved
and respected.
There is not the least doubt that this ill treatment of the
The i1l tseatment of Govern. people by the responsible officers of the
ment Officials more repugnant to Government, was distasteful to all
mlmthfu;: thmm. classes of the people, but more parti-
cularly so to the feelings of the Mohama~
madans. The reasons are obvious, For centuries past the
Mobammadans have received special honor, and enjoyed special
immunities in Hindoostan. Naturally, therefore, they have a nice
sense of honor, and do not so mueh covet money. They are not
consequently inclined to sacrifiee their honor for any pecuniary ad-
vantage, and, experience will have proved that, while other classes
of the people suffered many things without the least hesitation, or
any feeling of compunction whatever, it was very difficult to induce
them to hear what others bore, even though mueh less distastelul to
their feelings. I confess that such traite in the Mohammadan cha-
racter, are objectionable, but it cannot be helped, for the cha-
racteristics implanted by God may not be changed. It was their
misfortune; but they could not be blamed. They suffered
deeply for the want of consideration shewn to them; they longed
for a change of Government, and rejoiced heartily whenever any
news unfavorable to the British cause was received. Yet Govern-
ment was n0f regardless of the welfare of the Mohammadans.
Their aptitude, education, and good breeding, were well known and
appreciated ; but of this they were unfortunately ignorant, as well
as of the kindly intentions of Government towards them.

A principa) cause of the dissatisfaction of the Natives of India,
and especially of the Mohammadans,
afng}]&we‘;t‘fnit;:réﬁii R their exclusion from promotion to high

system of employing Natives in  offices in the service of Government,.
high grades of service an ivade- i

P ey Only a very short time ago these
people were held in great esteem all

over India, and occupied posts of honor and dignity. As subjects
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of the British®Government their wishes and aspirations were
unaltered, and they longed to enjoy the same position and the
same dignity as before. In the commencement of the British
,m‘.[é in this country, men of birth, family, and good position were
often selected for high posts ; but this practice gradually died out.
There is no doubt that these persons were not possessed of the re-
quisite talents and ability. For this reason the Practme of aalechag
candidates for employments by"enmmatmn is not in my opinion
_objectionable. Nor can any body have any well grounded cause
of complaint against the system. It cannot be questioned that the
examination system enabled the Government to obtain the services
of the most talented men in the country; but it must also be
admitted that by its operation, such persons were frequently
promoted to high offices as were looked upon by their countrymen
with the utmost contempt. No regard was paid in granting
certificates of qualification to family connections, high birth, or
respectability of position. No measures were taken to improve the
prospects of the Natives held out by Lord William Bentinck,
though it cannot admit of a question that the measure initiated ’
and introduced by His Lordship, was an inadequate one, owing to
the want of a sufficient number of high appointments open to
the Natives. Even officers of the highest rank are of opinion
that the prospects of the Natives in the service of the Government
have not been improved to the extent that is desirable.

The Natives of India had been long accustomed to appear at

the durbars of their Sovereign. They

byThfhoméoﬁzﬁff of durbar admired and were pleased with his
g:n‘:-t;‘;m*::gﬁ%?ugo dignity, pomp, and splendour. Man
merit, according to the usage of is naturally pleased to see and meet
A with his king, and lord, and master.
Such interviews are productive of the best results. They teach the
subject to know his Sovereign, and at the same time Impress him
with a sense of his own position as his subject and dependant.
The Natives of India in particular had long been accustomed to
such meetings, which, ynfortunately, of late have been very scarce.
The Governor General indeed used to hold durbars in the course of
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his tours,but these did not fully meet the wishes #nd wants of the
people. It must be admitted, however, that Lords Auckland and
The observation of these rles El]enborongh- held durbars on a magni-
Elam ugAhn:k:'::;" p::;iw Loc!l:;l ficient and princely scale, which, though
" they might not have met with the
approbation of the people of England, were nevertheless well suited
to the circumstances of this country. It may rather be said that
the durbars referred to were not sufficiently grand and imposing.
May God Almighty preserve Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria
and Her Viceroy and Governor General of India, and that there
may remajn no wish of the people unfulfilled, is our humble hope
and trust,

The real sovereignty of the Earth belongs of right to the Most
High God, who has created every thiug on it. He has created
kings to represent him, that His people might through them recog-
nize Him, and offer up their prayers and praises to Him in humble
acknowledgment of His grace. For this reason learned philoso-
phers and wise men are of opinion that these earthly kings should
endeavour to imitate, as far as possible, the attributes of their
Heavenly Father and Lord, viz. generosity and benevolence. A
consideration, therefore, of the real position of kings has induced
wise and learned meun to style them ¢ Vicegerents of God” (/.
Shadows of God). It is thus imperative on kings and princes to be
generous and liberal towards their subjects, precisely as the Creator
is infinitely kind and benevolent to all His creatures. It might at
first sight be thought that to give rewards, for every trifling service,
must uselessly exbaust the treasury, Such however is not the
case, On the contrary these rewards bring forth the most import-
ant results, and greatly tend to increase the attachment of the
subjects to thei? Sovereign. It is a proverb of universal applica-
tion that “ man is the slave of generosity (i.e. of the generous),
Accordingly generosity and liberality on the part of the Sovereign
tend to produce love and loyalty in the hearts of his subjects, and
are a sufficient inducement for them to perform highly eminent
and useful services to the State. History informs us that these
things were very common under former Governments, Sirdars
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and officers of high rank, as well as the people in general, used to
receive rewards in lands, money, dresses of honor, &ec., on every
suitable occasion. Titles were conferred on persons of rank and
birth, who thereby rose in public estimation, and accordingly grew
ambitions of performing great deeds. The Natives of India were
very much attached to this order of things, as it had existed in their
country for centuries past. But the British Government at once
put a stop to this custom, and accordingly no subject, however deserv-
ing, could aspire with auy hope of success to these pullic. rewards.
For this reason the people were désirous of a change of Govern-
ment ; and this desire was so strong in them that they were greatly
delighted whenever a report was circulated that the period of
the Hon’ble East- India Company’s Charter would cease and
determine, and the Government of the country be assumed by
the illustrious Queen of Great Britain herself. During the
reigns of former kings of Hindoostan, rewards that were distri-
buted to the people were generally of two sorts. The first in-
cluded all those rewards which were conferred by the Sovereign
on his own courtiers, or expended for the gratification of his
libertine pleasures or desires. This of eourse displeased all, as it
+ was simply luvishing rewards and prizes on mean and unworthy
persons, and consequently could not but be productive of discon-
tent and dissatisfaction. The second class comprehended all rewards
conferred by the Sovereign on his loyal and faithful servants and
officers, victorious generals, learned men and poets, councillors,
mendicants, and other distressed persons. Every body expects and
aspires to such rewards, and becomes discontented if they are not
conferred. I admit that the practice of distributing rewards with
too lavish a hand, deprives men of energy, and inclines them to
luxury, and renders them incapable of carrying on trade. It may
therefore be contended that the King, instead of withdrawing all
inducement to labor by unnecessary and useless rewards, ought
rather to give his subjects free scope for earning independence hy
their own exertions. But such a policy, however admirable, can
be introduced only when the people have become somewhat better
circumstanced, and better educated. They ought not to be driven,
like wild beasts unchained, to seek food and water in the jungles,
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The inevitable consequence of such a proceeding must be either
their death, or the commission of such savage outrages, as distin«
guished the actors in the late rebellion.

Anger is a passion that blinds the mind to the real causes of

The rebellion in India appear- any occurrence, and leads us to court
ed more serious than in reality —revenge and oppress those who hap-
ki pen to fall under it. I admit that
the outrages perpotrated ia this country during 1857, fully justi.
fied the authorities in all that they did in exacting retribution from
the people; but it is necessary to consider calmly and dispas-
sionately what were the real dimensions of the rebellion at its
commencement ; why 1t attained its subsequent magnitude, and
finally assumed such a threatening and dangerous aspect ; and why
in certain districts the ill-fated Mohammadans were more highly dis=
tinguished for disloyalty than the Hindus ? It is a matter worthy
of consideration that for centuries past, India has been in a state
of commotion. Whenever any Chief or Prince proved victorious
and obtained power, thousands of people flocked to his standard in
the expectation of securing his favor. They did not consider it a
crime to enter his service, whether as collectors of revenue or
otherwise. There is a proverb current in India, to the effect that
in taking service there can be no crime, for whoso employeth another,
pays him for the service done [7. ¢, if there be fault, it lies with the
employer alone]. There was certainly crime x‘hﬂ opinion of the
Natives in refusing to obey or serve the Chief who supplanted his
predecessor and occupied his place. It was a practice observed by
the Chiefs and Princes who ruled over India previous to the estab-
lishment of British supremacy, never to injure or persecute those
who gained their living by taking service, whether in a Civil or
Military eapacicy. The same practice was in vogue among the
people at large. Accordingly when the rebels gained power, and
desired to give employment to the people, thousands who had been
suffering greatly from want, and who wishedgto take service,
readily embraced the offer. They saw nothing objectionable in
their conduct, as they were employed for the service they professed
to follow, and procured their living by. Following therefore the
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ancient custom of their country, of obeying and bearing allegi-
ance to the ruler of the moment, large numbers of otherwise well
disposed men went over to the side of the rebels and espoused
their canse, Again, numbers of Government servants who, for
the sake of saving their lives, had outwardly tavored the rebel
cause, but who intended to teturn to their posts on the restora-
tion of British authority, were held guilty, though there could be
no doubt whatever that these men were at heart true to their
allegiance. Many people, and Government Native officials too, who
had either at once under compulsion, through ignorance or the
frailty of human nature, implicaied themselves in the rebellion, and
who were under the impresson that their guilt, whether the result
of accident, compulsion, or ignorance, would not be pardoned, but
that they should receive condign punishment, were at last obliged
to go over and swell the ranks of the insurgents. There were
many persons, who though not actually guilty of acts of rebellion,
gradually joined the rebel ranks, either through fear or from other
considerations, In the course of the rebellion various acts were
committed, which their perpetrators did not look upon in the light
of crimes against the State. When the whole of the faets connceted
with the Indian revolt will undergo careful investigation, the two
great races that people the country, will be found to have been
equally guilty, and the state of the country during that eventful
crisis bears sufficient testimony to the truth of this statement., Tha_
#cause of the Mobggnmadans having been more guilty of sedition and
disloyalty in certatn districts was not werely that a2 Mohammadan
King aspired to the throde of Delhi. They were not in reality as
guilty as they appeared to be, and the authorities without considerae
tion became greatly exasperated with them for acts which they wera
4imply supposed to have committed. The opportunity was too good
not to be taken advantage of by their enemies, whb- influenced by
- interested motives, mis-represented and exaggerated the particulars
of every occurrence in which they were known to be concerned. The
authorities, alregdy prejudiced, became still more exasperated, and
theMohammadans more terrified and hopeless in proportion, and con-
sequently they appeared more guilty than in reality they had been.
There can be no doubt, however, that there were numerous examples
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of Mohammadans being guilty of the fifth kind of rebellion already
explained, and that they were very glad indeed at the prospect of a
change of Government, for reasons which I have touched upon on
more than one occasion. Notwithstanding all this, Government is
aware that none risked their all, and exposed their lives in its cause
with greater devotion, Before Almighty God, the real Sovereign of
this Barth, as well as before earthly kings, to whom he has consigned
it in trust, all are equally sinful and guilty. IIow just are the words
of the Psalmist David :—“ And ¢nter not into judgment with thy
servant, for in thy sight shall no man
living be justified,”* And again “Have
mercy upon me, O God ! according to thy loving kindness ; according
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.
(2.) Wash me thoroughly fggm mine in-
iquity, and cleanse me from my sins.” 4

* Psalmes CXLIII, 2.

+ Psalm LI, 1 and 2,

May God preserve Her Majesty the Queen for ever. I feel
The promulgation of Her Mas myself quite unable to admire in
'L?g;\ﬁ:‘;dﬁ:::ﬁn ;;g"%’e'::a’?é adequate terms the Royal Proclamation
to have originated under Divine which she has been graciously pleased
pEs to issue. Certainly God’s hands are
upon Her Majesty’s head, and this Proclamation, so full of benevo-
lence and mercy, may be said to have originated under Divine
inspiration. From the most remote ages of antiquity the Chiefs
and Princes of India have been accustomed to Bffer their allegi-
ance to the Sovereign, who, whether by right or usurpation, has
taken possession of the throne and assumed the crown. Accord-
ingly during the late rebellion this took place, When the ex-King
of Delhi ascended the throne, and the fact was made generally
known in the provinces, the people, looking upon him as their
Sovereign, supported him. When, however, his ex-Majesty was
eaptured, and the town and fort re-taken by our Government, people
believed that, perhaps, with the exception of the mutinous soldiery,
all would return to their allegiance. Contrary however to the
general expectation such was not the case; but I do not counsider
it necessary here to enter upon an inquiry into the causes which
prevented the consummation of so desirable a result.
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Fifth Couse.—The arrangements of the Government, in its
—The bad discipline Military Department, were alwaye ob-
and defective organization of the jectionable. It was a grievous mistake
army of India.
to keep a small force of European
troops in the country. When Nédir Shah conquered Khorasén,
and brought under his sway two such different countries as Persia
and Afghanistan, he raised and equipped two armies equally strong,
the one composed of Persian Kazalbashes, and the other of
Afghans. Whenever the former showed symptoms of mutiny, the
latter were ready to bring them to order; and similarly, when the
latter wavered in their allegiance, the former were equally pre-
pared to chastise them. Such however was not done by the
British in India, when they assumed the Government of the
country. Igackunowledge that the Native troops had been very
obedient, loyal, and devoted to the Government; but I am wholly
at a loss to account for the prevailing belief that these troops would
never disobey orders, or that no measure could sow discontent or
dissatisfaction in their ranks; and, under such circumstances, what
means had ourrGovernment at hand for quelling, immediately, a
mutiny of these troops?

It is true that the Government had drawn its soldiers, and
The employment of Hindus recruited its Military service, from
and Mohammadavs in the same _antagonistic races, viz. Hindus and
Rogiment.
Mosalmans. But the natural anta-
gonism of thess races was to a great extent neutralized by their
being enrolled in one an® the same Regiment. It is plain that
soldiers belonging to the same Regiment, are apt to become much
attached to each other, in consequence of their living together, as
it were members of the same family. Accordingly Sepoys of the
same Regiment looked upon each other as brethren, and the result
, was that the distinction between Hindu and Mosalman ceased
to be perceptible. Whatever one man of a Corps thought proper
to do, all unanimously approved and tock part in its perform-
ance, each assisting the other. Had Regiments been composed,
some wholly and exclusively of Mosalmans, and others similarly
“of Hindus, it is most probable that this feeling of brotherly

L}



( 51 )

b e ppve AR AR A A SR WA AR Y A R P S AR e

attachment would not have existed, while that antagonism of race
_between the two nations would have been maintained. I am dis-
posed, moreover, to think that under such circumstances the Moham-
madans would not have objected to bite the new cartridges.

Owing to the paucity of European troops, the people were in
The pride of the Indian forces great dread of the Sepoys. Besides,
snd its canses. the latter had grown inordinately
proud. They seemed to have become regardless of all but them-
selves, and thought lightly of the European soldiers. They were
of opinion that all the British conquests in Hindoostan had been
acquired by their power, and they used to boast that #4¢y had won for
the Government the whole country from Burmah to Cabul. After
the conquest of the Punjab, their insolence became so unbounded, that
upon the slightest provocation they were ready to conf® to blows;
and I should not besurprised to hear, considering the height their
pride and arrogance had reached, that they were in the habit of
disputing the orders of their officers, when directed to march from
one station to another.

At a time when the disposition of the Sepoys was as ubove
described, and when they were firmly impressed with the belief
that the Government would succumb to any demands they chose
to make, they were ordered to use the new cartridges,*which they
really believed to be composed of lard,—a thing they could not
touch without losing their religion. Accordingly they refused to
bite them. When the 19th Regimenf Native Infantry was dis-
banded at Barrakpoor for this crime, and the order read, the Native
Regiments throughout the country, became greatly mortified ; be-
cause, being convinced that the use of the cartridges involved the loss
of their religion,’ they felt that their Barrakpoor comrades had ecom-
mitted no fault, but had been unjustly dismissed by the Govern-
ment. Accordingly the Native army became intensely dissatisfied
and said— To Government we have ever remained faithful ; for,
Government we have sacrificed our lives ; for'Government we have
won Province after Province ; and Government now seeks to deprive
us of our religion, and has dismissed our comrades for offering
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reasonable objections to forfeit it.”” Up lo this time, however, no
distarbance had taken place. No severer measures than dismissal
had been adopted ; but from the operation of several causes, viz., a
belief that the new cartridges were mixed with lard, dissatis-
faction at the dismissal of the Barrakpoor Sepoys, and par-
ticularly that excessive pride and self sufficiency before alluded to,
the Sepoys unanimously and firmly resolved not to use the cartridges,
let the consequences be what they might. Certainly after the
Barrakpoor affair, the Sepoys sent communications to each other,
. exhorting their Native brethren not to
Jﬁ&‘?&“ﬁ&fﬁ?ﬁﬁdﬁ’w‘m{ use the cartridges; but at this period,
'ilggg?l- formed after January though discontented and sulky, I am
not of opinion that any seditious or re-

bellious intentions had been formed.

At last the ill-fated month of May 1857, arrived. At Meerut
_ . . certain Sepoys were then very severely
m%;mmfggﬁmﬁ punished. The measures adopted on
pr i o touched the vanity  that occasion were justly disapproved of
by every prudent and wise man. I¢is
impossible to convey an adequate notion of the dissatisfaction felt by
the men at-the infliction of this punishment. They called to mind
the medals which decorated their breasts, and wept as they beheld
the manacles which disgraced their legs. They remembered their
previous faithful services, and contrasted with them the reward they
had received ; besides, while their pride and insolence, which had
taught them to think so bighly of themselves, made them feel their
degradation the more deeply. The whole of the Native troops can-
toned at Meerut became impressed with the contiction thet they
too would have to use the cartridges, or to s;:ﬂ"e:; the same fate.
Accordingly, in this state of mind, they on the 10th May broke out
into open mutiny, and committed outrages perhaps unparalleled in
the history of the world. After this no other course was open to
them but to invile others to join them, and to make the insurrec-
tion as general as possible,
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The news of these disturbances caused great excitement
Want of confidence of the among the troops in the different
mgom%ﬁuﬁ: stations. The atrocities committed by
Moot . the 8rd Cavalry at Meerut left no
doubt on the minds of the Sepoys that the Government would no
longer have any confidence in their faithfulness, and that punish-
ment would be dealt out to them whenever the opportunity oc-
curred. For this reason they placed no faith in the words or pro-
mises of their officers. They used to say to each other—“These
fine words and promises are all made for the occasion, just wait
until the crisis is passed, and you shall see how they will treat us.”
I speak correctly when I state that among the rebels who had
assembled at Delhi, there were thousands who repented of having
committed s0 many atrocious acts, and of having taken part in the
mutiny. They bitterly lamented their misfortune, and cursed their
unhappy fate. At the same time, hqwever, they were of opinion
that they couM not help acting as they had done ; for even had they
not mutinied, the Government which no longer had any faith in
the fidelity of the Native Army, would have annihilated them at
the first favorable opportunity. At the beginning of the mutiny
when troops had not yet marched to the Hindan, it was the opinion
of various parties, that the moment Delhi should be attacked it
would be the signal for a gencral mutiny of the wimle Native
Army. Nor was the result at variance wilh these anticipations.
The reasons are obvious; for when once the mutineers had been
attacked, it was impossible that the rest of the army could have
any confidence in the Government, which, it implicitly believed,
would turn its arms against them, after their brethren had been
put to death. Accordingly they all turned unfaithful, and Corps
after Corps mutinied. Those who were not evil disposed, could
not help joining their comrades, as they all belonged to the same
Army. The Native subjects of the Government were under sn
impression that the British had no other troops but the Sepoys, and .
accordingly when the report of the disaffection and mutiny of the
whole Native Army was circulated, the people ceased to have any
regard for the authority of the Government, and the whole country
was filled with rebellion.
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I beg now to offer a few remarks on the state of the Punjab.
The Mosalmans in that province had
out 1n"the Pagary P, been, severely persecuted by the Sikhs.
Under the British Government they
had had little or no injury to complain of. British rule, it s true,
had been inaugurated in the province with certain strong measures,
but it was gradually becoming milder and milder, contrary to the
state of affairs in Hindoostan Proper, where a precisely different
policy was pursued. After its annexation, the whole province was
completely disarmed, and, accordingly, none, however evil disposed,
had the means of creating disturbances. Though the Sikhs had lost
their power and wealth, the money they had acquired had not yet been
wholly expended, and that poverty, therefore, which had overtaken
the Natives of Hindoostan, had not yet befallen those of the
Punjab. Besides all this, there were three distinct causes why the
" Punjab did not join in the rabellion. Firstly, the presence of British
troops in the province. Secondly, the timely disarmament of all
the Native corps, carried out so prudently and with so much "tact
by the authorities, before the Sepoys could bave any notion of their
intentions. In consequence moreover of the swollen state of the
rivers, and the closing of the GAd#s, the Sepoys were quite shut in
and helpless. Thirdly, all the turbulent characters among the
Sikhs Panjabis and Pathans (from whom disturbances had been
anticipated), enlisted in the service of the Government. Incited by
an inordinate thirst for plunder, they could gratify it with ease and
honor in the service of Government, while the followers of the
rebels could only attain the same end by incurring disgrace and
great danger. It appears, therefore, that the circumstances of
Hindoostan Proper and the Punjab were wholly dissimilar.

THE END,



MEMORANDUM.

An Essay on the causes of z};; I mave read this paper, and proceed
Indian Revolt by Syud Ahm .
Kban, Plncipal Sndder Ameen 0 DO!€ briefly such remarks as occur
of Moradabad, to me.

The opening remarks, regarding the Queen’s Gracious Pro-
clamation, do correctly represent Native opinion. Natives generally
say that its merciful and considerate spirit had the best effect.

After defining rebellion, the author goes on to say—** There
“is but one thing which causes rebellious intentions to arise in the
“mind, viz. the introduction of measures unsuited to the disposi-
“ tion, or to the wishes, institutions, or customs of those who rebel.”

It is evident that, though such a cause may be of great import-
ance, yet there may be otier causes. I notice this here because
the author starting with this idea, lries afterwards to show that the
British Government brought on the rebellion by certain measures
it adopted, from which conclusion I, for one, dissent.

Then the author clears the ground by mentioning various
things which did nof cause the rebellion. This part of the Essay
is very true. He shows that there could have been no cpnspiracy ;
that Russia and Persia could have had nothing to do with it ; that
the King of Delhi could not have raised such a storm ; that the
domination of foreigners is not necessarily distasteful to the people ;
that no regular Mahomedan ¢ Jehad” or Crusade had been
preached.

In this part of the Essay too there is a passage worthy of
particular perusal.’

The author says that in the early days of our rule “ the
“ people and chiefs were inclined towards our Government. The
¢ report of its justice, mercy, gencrosity, faith, and treaties, and
““ admirable arrangements for ensuring happiness to the people and
« peace in the country, had made the neighbouring Hindoo and
“ Mahomedan states wish wo be taken under its protection.”
k



This, I believe, is a correct representation of Native opinion.
The British are not so popular now in these days as they are said
to have been in the daya of Lake, Ochterlony, or Wellesley. Doubt-
less there are cauges for this, some of them inevitable. Stillit is
very desirable to retain as much of the old popular policy as may
be consistent with the progress of the age.

After showing what was nof the cause, he proceeds to show
what primarily was the cause, namely, the non-admission of Natives
to the Legislative Council of Indiu!

Now without entering into the question whether natives
ought or ought not to be admitted into the Council, and with the
admission that the Legislature onght to have all due regard to the
feelings of the people, still it were impossible to suppose that
Natives rebelled because they were not allowed to send Members to
the Legislative Council,

Moreover, some of the author’s expressions are so strong as to *
lead (if accepted) to the doctrine, that not only ought the laws to
be framed with due regard to the customs of the people, but also
that whatever is the custom ought to be legalized, whether the
Government thought it right or not. It is impossible that the
Bnitish Government should go so far as that.

Then the author says thal the non-admission of Natives to
the Legislative Council ““ kept the people in the dark as to the
< real intentions and designs of Government.”

4 is difficult to understand this. The attgndance of certain
Native Members at the Legislative Council would.not in any special
manner have enlighlened the Native public asdo the views of
Government. Already the discussions of the Council are published
in extenso,

Again, many of the misunderstandings on the part of the
people to which the author alludes, are of many years’ date, whereas
the Legislative Counncil has only existed for five years.
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It is probably vain to suppose, as the author supposes, that
“ all these erroneous notions might have been dissipated,” if
Natives had been admitted to sit in the Legislative Council,

The author then proceeds to state that this non-admission
gave birth to certain circumstances which direedly brought on the
rebellion. These he divides into five heads.

The first he describes as “ misunderstanding on the part of
¢ the people of the measures of the Government, or understanding
“ them contrary to their real intent.” :

In support of this he says that the people at large believed
that Government had serions designs on their religion and cus-
toms. But he says it was understood that these designs would be
worked out nof suddenly, nor forcibly, but gradually and by means
of instruction and moral suasion. This is rather a remarkable state-
ment as coming from a Native,

Fuarther on the author writes—‘ during the famine of 1837,
“ numerous orphans were converted to Christianity, This was
¢ considered proof of the intention of Government to reduce the
‘¢ country to poverty, and to make the people Christians,”

Now this passage hardly redounds to the author’s credit. The
allusion apparently refers to the Serundra Orphan Establishment.
During the famine these children, perfectly {riendless, were rescued
from starvation, and made over to the Missionaries for education.
Surely this was a noble charity, and the sentiment of the author,
though it might be entertained Ly some evil diposed persons, counld
hardly (we may hope for the credit of human nature) have been
general,

e
Then the author says that the people believed the Missionaries
to be really paid and approved by the State. Some may have
thought this, but at least many knew that such was not the case.

In the same place it is said that Civil Servants and Military
Officers discussed religion with their Native subordinates, and
directed attendance at the preaching of Missionaries.
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Now in the North-Western Provinces, such things were at
least extremely rare. Hardly an instance of this kind is known
‘in those provinces.

Next the authr remarks that Christian books were published,
containing offensive observations, regarding the holy men and sacred
places of the Native religions. Now, without doubt, whatever
expressions were used must have been such as the writers deemed
to be absolutely true. Still it is politic and expedient to avoid
severity of expression in this respect, as much as possible, consis-
tently with advocacy of the truth,

The statement that a Government Policeman was occasionally
deputed to attend on Missionaries, is an extraordinary one, and
would not generally be credited.

It is said that the Missionaries frequented mosques, and
teraples, and fairs, to preach. Now here I must observe that if the
Missionaries ever entered a mosque or temple, it must have been
with the consent of the people. As to fairs, that is amofher
matter; the Missionaries had a right to attend these as much
as any other people.

Next the author says the people objected to the establishment
of Mission Schools. But feeling that it might be justly replied
that the people must apparently have liked these schools, because
they voluntarily sent their children to them : the author says “ this
* circumstance ought not to be considered a proof of the absence
“of any kind of dissatisfaction, but rather a convincing one of
“ the wretched state of the country ;”” and that the parents, though
they hated the schools, still sent their children to them, in order
that the children might learn enough to enable them to gain a
livelihood !

This is a somewhat extraordinary passage. Many European
readers would think that it breathed the very spirit of fanaticism,
which is radically hostile to the spread of knowledge and of Euro-
pean ocivilization.
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It is indeed difficult to understand how the people eould have
disliked theserschools. In most places they showed a marked pre-
ference for them over the Government Schools. In many placed®
the people are known to have the highest respect for Missionaries as
instructors of youth, and in their anxiety to objain secular instruc-
tion for their children seem to overlook the refigious character of
the instructors.

Again, if the people did not like the Mission Schools, they
might have resorted to the Government Schools always at hand,
“which were well known to be quite secular.

The author asserts that the Government Village Schools were
believed by the people to be the precursors of religious instruction.
There may have been such an impression partially prevalent, but
not universally. Sometimes too the teachers may have been called
clergymen in disguise. But some (in some districts many) of the
teachers were drawn from the Mowlvee class of Mahomedans, who
could not possibly have been supposed to be the emissaries of
Christianity.

Then the anthor comments on the Government Colleges ; he
says that the system of imstruction had become changed. The
learned languages of Asia, the Asiatic sciences and laws, ceased
to be studied, European knowledge instead was conveyed in
Asiatic language. This of course is true enough. But here many
Buropean readers would say that such a course gave no just cause
of dissatisfaction to the people, if indeed such dissatisfaction
existed ; and that the whole passage is pervaded by an illiberal
and bigoted tone.

Then the aiiti)or states that & preference was given to those
candidates for public employ who had been educated. This is no
doubt true. But surely it must he exaggeration to say that this
caused ““ a deep gloom to fall on the minds of the people.”

The anthor is correct in stating that the system in Jails,
whereby prisoners of various castes were obliged to mess together,
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was regarded by Natives a proof of hostility on the part of Govern-
ment towards the Native religions. But I must observe that this
®ystem was not universally adopted.

He is also quite correct in saying that a pamphlet, published
and circulated in §§65, by a Mr. Edmond of Calcutta, did cause a
mischievous excitement in many parts of the country. And more-
over the fact that such excitement could be thus created, shows
that there must have been a kind of general fermentation going
on in men’s minds.

The remark of the author that the Mahomedans are compara-
tively well grounded in the doctrines of their religion, while the
Hindoos look but little to religion, and much to caste, is perfectly
true.

Then the author brings forward the second ecause, viz. the
promulgation of laws unsuited to the country, or opposed to the
customs and interests of the Natives.

In support of this he cites the Acts that declared a man should
not forfeit his right of inheritance because he changed his religion,
and which legalized the re-marriage of Hindoo widows; also the
recognition by the Courts of the rights and freedom of women.
Doubtless these laws were unpopular with Natives, still they are
generally considered to be right. Also the author notes as a cause
of dissatisfaction, the slow and ineffective action of the Courts in
cases of adultery, seduction, and the like. There is some truth
in this.

Then the resumption of rent-free tenures is named as a source
of bitter dissatisfaction. This is quite true,

Further the sale and transfer of landed property for realiza-
tion of the public revenue, or in satisfaction of phvate debt, is
correctly mentioned as causing unpopularity, and as opposed to the
ancient custom of the country. Hereditary property in land has
a kind of sanctity in the eyes of Natives, and the forcible transfer
of it is regarded as a terrible thing.
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The author then states that the settlement of the land tax,
was praiseworthy, but that the assessments were too heavy, and
had a depressing effect. Without doubt the utmost pains were taken
at the time of settlement to make the assessments moderate,
Certainly agrienlture in Hindoostan has flourjghed. The increase
and diffusion of wealth has been great; that part of Hindoostan
which was ceded from the Nawub Wuzeer of Oude, 50 years ago,
now yields double the revenues of various kinds which it then
yielded. 8o vigorous has been the husbandry that the land has
been apparently over-cultivated; so that the productive power of
the soil has been partially exhausted from over-work. The author
himself remarks this, yet immediately afterwards he says with
some inconsistency that ¢ cultivation has been neglected” !

Again, the author quotes the liberal {erms of the land settle-
ment made by the Mogul Emperor Akbar the Great. But he does
not add that the terms allowed by the British Government are still
more liberal,

t may seem strange that a Native of intelligence and educa-
tion should believe that his country was becoming impoverished,
while it could be shewn in a hundred ways to be increasing in
wealth, But it 15 unfortunately a fact that as yet the Native
gentry have no idea of political economy. Enquiry would probably
shew that they wswally entertain the belief of this impoverish-
ment of India. The decadence of certain families gives to some
natives, the impression of national decay. The gradual elevation of
the mass, on the other hand, fails to strike them. When property
changes hands, they think this to be a sign of nothing but distress,
forgetting that the class which duys the property from another must
be thriving. The transfer of property from one class to another,
owing {0 socjal changes, to revolutions in trade, industry, and the
like, strike them as indications of misfortune alone,

Certainly the Natives of some parts of India would smile if
they were told that Hindoostan was driven by poversy into rebellion !
Many suppose the very contrarry to be the fact.
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The author is correct in stating that the Talugdaree settlement
in Hindoostan gave dissatisfaction to the upper classes especially.

The alleged unpopularity of the stamp revenue is not borne
out by any known facts. By many such an idea would be consi-
dered absurd. item of revenue has always been elastic and
flourishing.

Next the author states that the system of Civil justice in
Hindoostan is “ highly commendable.”” Many persons will smile
at reading this. The author having been himsél employed in that
department, is prejudiced in its favor. The system has just been
materially altered by the Legislature with the happiest results. In
this passage too, the author bas a digression on the Panjab Code,
which is not relevant to the subject. He considers the system in
Ilindoostan to be superior to that of the Puanjab. It is not neces-
sary to discuss this, as the Legislature has just introduced into
Hindoostan a procedure based on principles the same as those which
have prevailed in the Punjab. It will suffice to say that the
author’s remarks shew that he is not acquainted with, and is much
misinformed regarding the method of the Punjab administratfh,

It is worthy of remark that the author mentions the undue
facility of appeal as a cause of unpopularity.

The third cause given by the author is the ignorance of
Government of the manners and conditions of the people.

IIc commences by stating that Government officers were
ignorant of the real state of {hings, and that the people feared to
speak out their mind. Now the extraordinary reticence of Natives
is no doubt a great difficulty in Indian Government. 8 rule it is
very difficult to induce a well disposed man ta tell audisagreeable
truth. It is only the most experienced officers that can learn the
inner sentiments of Natives; and as European Officers know this,
they are apt to suspect (and with truth) that in these times a
Native who criticizes the conduct of Government, does so with
some bad motive. This circumstance again heightens the mutual
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distrust, and it becomes extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
know exactly what Natives do say of us. There is every reason how-
ever to believe that in Hindostan many classes, used to speak, and
still speak of the British in very unjust and malevolent terms—-
terms indeed of which we generally had no idegat the time, and
of which even now we can have no accurate conception.

The author is mistaken in supposing that when unpopular
laws were enacted, there was none to raise his voice. In such cascs
members of the Legislature did explain the extent to which any
particular enact was opposed to local custom ; but for reasons
(still considered good and sufficient), the Legislature decided to pass
the laws. Such was the actual fact, though a Native wriler could
hardly be expected to appreciate it.

Then a thoroughly Native idea is re-prodaced. It is said that
under Native Governments abundance of employment existed, most
of which disappeared under the British. Now, ‘employment”
(Noukeree) does not mean here, as in England, industrial occupa-
tion for the production of wealth, but service; in service is in-
cluded service as soldiers, as retainers, as menials, as “ employes’
of every grade and kind. Now, however contrary the notion may
be to true political economy, it is the fixed opinion of Natives that
a Government which provides plenty of opportunities for service
of all kinds, is a good one, Judged by 7% standard, the British
Government, however good it might be generally, and however much
it might advance the interests of the people, would never be
deemed a beneficial and popular one. It must always be a source
of dificulty to the British Government that there is a restless class,
half political, and half Military, for whom it is dificult to ﬁnd
employ, ¢ do not follow any profitable industry. A Native
Government does certainly find more employment for such a class
than the Bri#sh Gofrnment can.

In the same strain the author goes on to say that the Native
Government bestowed liberally pensions and stipends which the
British Government did not. Here again is a thoroughly Native
idea, However contrary the notion anay be to true political

L3
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economy, it is the fixed belief of Natives that one of the first duties
of Government is to support by direct grants in land or cash the
aristocracy of the country., Wherever such a system has prevailed,
&ny thing like a sudden discontinuance of it by the British would
lead to bitter discontent, and to insurrection also, if opportunity
should arise.

It is always to be remembered that a seff supporting aristocra-
cy rarely exists in Native states, An aristocracy always exists, but
it is supported by the Government direct, by landed grants and
cash stipends. One of the very few instances togdae contrary, namely
the land holding aristocracy of Bengal, which réélly and truly Yyes
on what is now its own property, is a British creation, and would

not have been created by a Native Goverument.

The author then is quite corrret in saying that “ old families
distinguished for their affluence were reduced to penury.” The
circumstance may indeed be regretted. It did not however arise
from the direct action of Government, but simply because these
families had no real root or substance of their own. The fact how-
ever is cited as a sure proof of the impoverishment of the country,
and is strangely connected with the raising of Government loans,

and the issue of Company’s Paper. *

In d;avelopment of the same idea, it is said that each new
conquest of the British Government grieved the people, because it
was felt that thersby “ employment” would be lessened (that is
service as already explained), and Native manufactures be super«
seded. Such opinions doubtless were held by certain classes,

though probably not by the people generally.

This part of the brochure concludes with a Wommenda-
tion of the British Government, in respect to its vigorous admi-
nistration and the preservation of cxternal dMer, al in the pro-

tection afforded to the oppressed.

The fourth cause is said by the author to be the neglect by
Government of certain matters affecting the people, which ought
to have been attended to.
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In support of this he declares that of late years the Govern-
ment has failed to win any popular affection, and that there has been
an utter want of sympathy between its officers and the people,
which has been more especially felt by the upper classes, and this
opinion he enforces at great length, and strange to say with numer-
ous quotations from our Secriptures.

He'states that of late years, there has been a great change in
the manners and habits of British Officers, which has estranged
them from the people, and that while some continue to evince
sympathy with tha people, many treat them with contempt or
hdhness. :

The manner in which he speaks of some of the Civil Officérs
is indeed rancorous, and would look as if he had some kind of spite
or enmity. He asks whether the Government do not know that
the highest Natives in the land tremble in the presence of its
officers? Certainly, this is #of known generally, and is indeed
scarcely to be believed. Again, he says that the Native minis-
terial officials are often harshly spoken to, and curse their fate in
having to earn bread by such a service. Doubtless such a thing
may oggasionally happen, but more frequently the very reverse is
the truth, The Native ministerial officials are so clever at business,
and at adapting themselves to their masters, that they. generally
succeed in ingratiating themselves too much ; and they boast, but
w00 often, and sometimes too truly, of the favor in which they are
held by the European Officers.

But making due allowance for language of rancour and exag-
geration on the author’s part, it is doubtless true that much of our
old personal popularity has departed ; that the estrangement
between o officers and the people is more and more increasing ;
that this defect was brought out into strong relief by the late
rebellion ; and that it would be good policy on the part of Govern-
meut to correct this unfortunate tendency, and to retrieve (so far
as may be done consistently with our other principles) our popula-
rity with the Natives, With care and consideration we may hope
to regain our lost popularity, as surely as we once possessed it,
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It is true that the gradual estrangement has been brought
about by the improved manners of the times. Doubtless the
officers of Government have behaved just as English gentlemen
would always behave, neither better nor worse. In the present
asge Englishmen as a rule are not popular with any slien nation,
and it is the same with the English in India. In India however
this circumstance is politically unfortunate. The present pamphlet
adds one proof to many others that the Natives feel it deeply.
Moreover, this pamphlet shews that the Natives know, as well as we
do, that we are bound by the diotates of our Christian charity
to pursue a more conciliatory course, and eahibit s more syn-
pathetic and kindly demeanour towards the Natives of India.

It is difficult to over-estimate the political importance of such
a course being universally pursued by English Officers in India.
The influence of the upper class with the people is great in all
countries, in India it is enormous. This upper class is often prond
and always sensitive, keenly alive to slight, and immeasurably gra-
tified by kindness and consideration. Civility is always said to be
cheaply given ; but in India, probably more than in any other
country, 1t is cheaply bestowed, and is fruitful of positive ggesult.
Besides this, however, there is certainly nceded on the part of our
officers, a sympathetic interest in the Natives, a certain degree of
soeial intercourse with them, and a certain knowledge and appre-
ciation of their hopes and fears, their aspirations and griefs. The
result of such a policy consistently and steadily pursued, would be
manifest in any time of trouble. Moreover, such policy does
entirely consist with the advance of the age, and with the progress
of our own civilization,

In illustration of his general position, the author adverts to

various points.

He says that fewer Natives of birth, family, and connexions are
employed, and a strict system of examination has given an almost
exclusive preference to talent alone. In this there is much truth.
It may be quite practicable to give a better scope than heretofore
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to the upper classes, while a certain standard of qualification is
insisted on.

Again, the author says that  the prospects of Natives in the
service of Government have not been improved to the extent that
is desirable.”

It is no doubt true that the throwing open to Natives of vari-
ous offices of higher emolument, would increase their loyalty,
while probably it might not detract from any other important
interest of the State.

Then he dwells on the political expediency of admitting
Natives to durbars and other State ceremonies. All this is quite
true, Orientals are very imaginative. And any Government, which
produces an imposing effect on their imagination, is sure to have
a real influence with them. Native rulers are all well aware of this.

The sentence which states that ““God has created kings to
“represent Him, in order that the people might through them
“recognise Him, and that earthly kings should endeavour to
“imitate the attributes of their Heavenly Father,” does correctly
describe the Native theory of Government,

Among some arguments for merey towards rebels, the author
states that thousands not really guilty joined the rebels, fearing
that they might be hereafter punished as rebels, though they
remained with the British; and that thousands served the rebels,
believing that British rule had been swept away, and that all men
had better obey the ruler of the moment ; is true enough.

Lastly thegguthor adverts &ri¢fly to the Indian Army. His
remarks (on a subject which has been so much discussed) do
not contain geuch that is worthy of notice. He adds his testi-
mony to the fact that the belief in ihe impurity of the cartridges,
acting on the disposition of a proud and powerful body of men,
did cause the mutiny in the first instance. He observes that
Native rulers always balanced one race of men in their armies
against another., But in the same Regiment the difference between
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Hindoos and Mahomedans of the same part of India is not such as
to prevent their being swayed by the same interests.

The pamphlet concludes by some observalions on the Punjab,
which do not however call for much notice. He says that the
Mahomedans of the West are better disposed towards us than those
of Hindoostan, This is quite true. He supposes that the Govern-
ment of the Punjab was milder than that of Hindostan. I would
observe that indeed from special causes, the Punjab Government
had a far greater hold on the upper ‘lasses, but for the mass of the
people it could not have been better than that of Hindostan. He
adds his testimony to the good effect of the disarming of the

people.

R. TEMPLE.
March 1860.

THE END.
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TO THE EDUCATED NATIVES OF INDIA.

Tae time appears to have come when earnest consideration should be
given to the subject, whether or not all men should embrace the same system
of religion. Railways, Steam Vessels, and the Electric Telegraph are rapid-
ly uniting all the nations of the earth: the more they are brought together,
the more certain does the concluaiog become, that all have the same wants,
the same anxieties, the same hopes, the same fears, and therefore, the same
nature and the same origin. It is also very certain that death universally
closes the scene.

Is there, then, no means by which the sorrows and anxieties of life
can be alleviated, and by which comfort can be given to all men in the hour
of death? Is it rational to suppose that each nation is to find out a way for
itself, by mere guessP or has the one God, who made all, appointed different
methods of obtaining present and future happiness to different portions of
His family P—Surely, this cannot be.

Now Cmristranrry is a system which professes to have come by direct
revelation from God Himself, as the only system by which happiness can be
secured in this world, or in that other world which it reveals. It has this
peculiarity to dietingnish it from every other system of religion in the world,
that it appeals to the reason as well as to the keart of man, and it«s the only
system in the world, which has spread by the mere force of argument. The
nations which believe in it are the most thoughtful and the most civilized in
the earth, so that it has, at all events, a claim to be heard on its own behalf,

Having received the greatest blessings from it ourselves, we are anxious
that others also should be induced to receive them, and therefore, this solemn
and earnest appeal is made to you to examine this important subject for your-
self. The argume:"in its favor are very numerous; this paper will dwell
only upon one of them, but that one will be quite sufficient to establish the

point. e

A man called Jesus was born in a place called Bethlehem, in the land of
Judes, sbout 1159 years ago. He was & man of low birth, and in poor cir-
cumstances, but he professed to be & teacher sent by God to point out the only
way which would lead unto God. After going about the country for three
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years preaching, he was put to death by the Roman Government at the soli-
citation of the Jewish Priests. So far all is admitted universally: the death
of Jesus is @ fact, 8s the death Julius Cesar is a fact, and no person thinks of
doubting the one fact more than the other. The Jews, the greatest enemies
of Jesus and his doctrine, glory in it, and they are the best witnesses we _
could desive.  *

His followers say that he rose again from the dead. This is the one greaf

Jact upon which the whole system of Christianity depends; if it is true, the

Gospel is true—for no person could rise from the dead except by the power of

" God, and God would not raise from the dead any person whose life and
doctrines were not pleasing unto Him : if it is false the Gospel is false,

‘We would respectfully and earnestly urge you to direct your whole atten-
tion to this one point, Did Jesus rise from the dead, or did ke not ? We must
bring witnesses of the fact, here they are: Peter, James, Jonn, Matthew,
Matthias, Thomas, Jude, Mary Magdalene, Cleophas, and 500 others, whose
names are not now known. Many of these persons were the chosen friends,
who had been constantly with Jesus for three years before his death; they
could not therefore have been mistaken as to his person: they came forward
within 50 days of his death, and declared that he had risen again, in the very
place where, and among the very people by whom, he had been crucified ; they
had nothing to gain by this declaration, but every thing to lose, not impro-
bably their own lives, and yet they persuaded some thousands of persons that
what they said was true—so much so that the name of this despised and hated
nan was now, by those who had rejected Him, worshiped and revered; they
continued telling the same fact as long as they lived, not only in Judea, but
over all the Roman Empire : many of them showed their sincerity by allow-
ing themsclves to be put to torture and death for saying so, when they might
have escaped, had they only said it was false ; though ignorant and unlettered
men, they persuad:d thousands, all over the Empire, to believe them, to
forsake their own religion, and to embrace the one they taught, notwithstand-
ing scorn and death : they held out no promises of earthly comfort and honor
to induee men to believe them, but rather the contrary : they were not satis-
fied with a formal adhesion to their views, but they required sclf-denial and
holiness of life, which all men naturally dislike ; they saif§ that even the new
religion would not save any man ; and yet though they thus gained nothing
themselves, and told ethers that they must not expect to gaif anything either,
they satisfied men that Jesus did rise again ! and this so effectually, that from
the most obscure corner of the Roman Empire, the doctrine preached by
uneducated fishermen about a poor carpenter’s som, spread over the whole
Empire even after their death, and overthrew every other system of religion,
though sanctioned by the consent of ages!



