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but more plentifullgbesprinkled than to-day with Kaglish gentlemen, of th at
mcmasmg education with its attendant results which have now taken definite
shape in the concrete entity of our National Congress. (Loud cheers.) I bave
seen a Governor in the chair. (Cheers.) I trust we may all live to see repeti~
tion of such a phenomenon, (Langhter.) Iu the times of which I speak
the Europeans of Madras seem to me to have been possessed of greater
honesty in the expression of their opinions than are their successors of

to-day. (Cheers.)

I am before you to-night, at the invitation of the Standing Comamittee
of cur Congress, and I am grieved to see that our worthy co-laborer, Sir
Madhava Rao, has made himself conspicuous by his absence on this occasiun
(lzughter and cheers) to give you some account of what I was enabled to do
on your behalf in England in conjunction with Mr. Dadabbai Nowroji
and Mr. Bonnerji. It was quite by accident that we three kappened to
be simultaneously in Tondon. An accideat which I think we coatrived to
turn to happy account on behalf of India. (Cheers.) I wish you fo re-
collect the circumstances unde: which I ventured while at home fo state
your case to the public. On my arrival in London, 1 found await’'ng me a
Aumber of letters from various Standing Committees throughout Irdia, dil
of which asked me to avail myself of my visit to try and make the people
in England understand something of the conditions under which the people
of India live ; to endeavour, by a statement of the trutb, to clear away the
mists of ignorance which in England enshrond all things Indian ; and to
attempt by an explanation of the ends at which we aim, and of the means
which we have adopted, to arouse on behalf of those who live and labor here
some sentiment of compassion and some promise of redress. (Loud cheers.)
That was the mission entrusted to me. And I accepted it. I never pre~
tended to represent a Congress whlch was non est. (Laughter.) 1 never
posed as the mouth-piece of millions. (Laughter) 1 did no more than I
was lold to do. I did no less. I was asked to tell my countrymen of the
dmdmtu.ges under which you labor, of the political systern under which
yam' energies are cramped and your legitimate ambitions curtailed and
snothered. I was not asked to convey this instruction as the accredited agent
of the Congress, but as an ordinarily intelligent Englishman who, living
among yoy, has had opportunities for personal observation, and who sy m-
pathising with the great awakening of thought and sentiment which even
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in its infancy reveals to all well-balanced intelligenges, gphe most hopeful
promise of union of culture and of reform (cheers) is filled with an int&nﬁu“
anxiety that that awakening should be under loyal and honest control, and
should result not only to the benefit of India, butina closer and more
sympathetic acceptance of the rule of England. (Cheers) It is for you to
aay whether I have done well. It is for you to express approval of my acta.
The judgment of the Congress is free to act as it elects. I have not pledged,
I have not hampered it. The Congress is not bound by any act of mine It
may repudiate me, it may disavow my action. But I shall, indeed, have
misread the indications of popular opinion, I shall, indeed, have misjudged
the public wants if I do not find consolation for gross personmal abuse
and the most malicious mispresentation of motive, in the belief that the
education and intelligence of Native India will unanimously ratify and
approve my co-operation on its behalf. (Loud cheers.) I thank you for
those cheers In London, as I have said, I met Mr. Nowroi and Mr,
Bonnerji Few of thesons of India are better educated in the best sense
of that term than your able and charming fellow-countrymen, once Standing
Counsel to the Government of India, (Cheers) I know no one ofa
keener intellect, of a gentler, sweeter disposition. (Cheers.) I know nc
one who is more fitted than Mr Bonnerji to take rank, to be re-
cognized, and to be amongst the highest and most cultivated leaders of
your great national movement (Cheers) He isrich not merely in gifts
of brain which enable him to hold his own in the polished circles of Eng-
lish society. He is rich in gifts of heart {cheers) and in all those thousand-
and-one little characteristics which go to make up the sum total of a true
gentleman (Loud cheers) Ou your behalf* he has made sacrifices which
entitle him to your gratitude. He has devoted time, and labor, and energy,
and talent to your cause. (Cheers) All the earnestness of a deep and
sympathetic native he has placed at your disposal. (Cheers) Above all,
he has liberally opened his purse-springs to your call. (Cheers) Sucha
man is worthy of your highest honor. Under such a man I am proud to serve.
(Loud cheers) I will say little as to Mr. Nowroji, for the simple xeason
that the name and character of that veteran champion of India’s rights
speak for themselves (cheers), and command the attention and respect they
8o well deserve. (Cheers) He is an old andjtrained gladiator in a service
in which Mr. Bonnerji and I are comparatively recruits. (Cheers) Surely
it was a happy chance that permitted Calcutta, Bombay agd Madras to
be represented in London! Whatever may be said of ourselves, the sister
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Presidences, av least, need feel no shame for the men who, in their behoof,
have put their spears in rest. (Cheers) Mr. Bonnerji, I found, had been
in his own modest fashion (laughter) quietly lshoring to diffuse something
of his own knowledge of Indian affairs. On my arrival this quiet propa-
gandism changed its character. I suppose I am more combustible (laugh-
ter), more full of gunpowder, and “go off ” more casily (laughter), but I
managed to drag Mr. Bonnerji from the mild amusement of his rural
lectures into the fiercer glare of a public platform. (Laughter and cheers.)
And I think you owe me some gratitude for that feat. (Laughter.) Itis not
everybody who goes home who can secure an audience. But we were able
to get that initial introduction, after which the success of a cause de-
pends chiefly upon its inherent virtues and the merit of its advocates.
Now, I see it stated as matter for reproach, that we have allied ourselves
* with the Liberal, if not the Radical party. That association has been in
some quarters condemned. It has been said that India and Indian
questions ought to be treated on the broad united policy of both parties,
Liberal and Conservative, and should not be dragged into the arena of a
purely party-question. Gentlemen, there is great cfficacy in that “ ought.”
The criticism is admirable in the way of theory. Bul try to put it into
practice. Go home, and endeavour for ourselves to appeal to both sides of
the House of Commons to show an equal interest in Indian reform, and then
, come back and tell me the measure of your success. Iagree thoroughly
in the proposition that India should not be made a party questivn: .nd
I trust that when our wants have been ventilated, and our petiti m known,
Englishmen as Englishmen, irrespective of party politics, will unite to
give us some sensible quantum ‘of relief (Cheers) But the wvr.blem is,
how to reach the great mass of the people, who really control bath parties.
And I, within the period of my stay in England, saw not the faintest
symptom in the Conservative party of taking any interest in’ Tndiwn af irs,
nor any desire to make itself acquaintcd with the philesophy of the v
ment, which shrewder heads than mine view with all the interest (i -,
political Renaissance. I would as gladly have spoken on a G .servative
as on & Liberal platform. I will take, and be grateful for, assistince from
any party. (Laughter.) Concession will be just as sweet to you whether
it comes from the Liberal or from the Conscrvative camp. But whatever
u}G reason, though we had plenty of invitations from Liberal Clubs, no
Conservative manifested the faintest desire to become acquainted with
the wonderul problem, that is working itself out in India We were,
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therefore, driven to the Liberals. I do not say this by way of apology,
but only by way of lexplanation. For I am Liberal myself: not like Sir
Auckland Colvin in the official camp, whatever that may mean (langhter,)
but a Liberal who, unlike that distinguished satrip trusts the people
(cheers), whose gradual emancipation he aticets to  contemplate with
satisfaction (cheers), and who not only sees no danger in permitting popular
opinion to have its due weight in the Legislative Councils of this Empire
(cheers), but regards, its intreduction as an additional pledge for the
continuity of English supremacy in India, (~heers), and its denial or delay
as a refutation of the principles which the Liberal party avow ; as a distinct
violation of promises made by Queen and Parliament at home (cheers) ; and
as the most pressing proof of the inability of the officials in this country to
keep pace with the strides of growing thonght and civilization, and to sub-
ordinate the interests of their service to the ever-increasing requirements of
the country. (Tioud cheers) I am not ashamed, therefore, of the help
which the Liberals of England are giving to the Liberals of India. But it
is right that you should know how and why our conuection has been brought
about. (Hear, hear) We have been twitted by Conservatives with drag-
ging India into party polemics. Who first dethroned India from her pedes-
tal of a National question? Why, the Conservative party themselves.
(Cheers ) And the person primarily responsible for this was Lord Randolph
Churckill—a politician whose talents at this moment are obscured by a
httle cloud (Laughter). That versitile combination of democrat and
1 ry(laughter)finally broke down the barriers which fenced India from party
assault wheu he ntroduced into the Homse of Commons as Secretary of
State for India the finaucial stotuneut for 1884-85 and the estimate for
1583-86  And this is how the Saturday Review, one of the organs of that
party which asserls itself to monopolize all the honesty, all the purit}y, and
il the ability of pohitical life (layghter) comments upon Lord Randolph’s

4 m: * It is we know the fashion of Indian administrators tu insist on the
+ vorance of Indian administrations from questions of party politics.

Now that the pressure of cunstituencies is cxerted before afy
quettion reccives due consideration in the House ” mark well that sentence,
gentlemen, and ask yourselves whether it does not justify the lines upon
which we are pushing your claims in England—“ It is more than all re-
quisite that India shou'd be broughtinto the arena of party politics.

Tord Raudolph Churchill was perfectly right in importing into his finaneial
statement party and somewhat personal arguments.” Let us hear no more
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from this pagty of extreme self-righteousness ot the 1mpropnety ot making
India a party question. Let it be quite clear that I do not desire to do this.
But also let it be equally clear that we will not refuse help from the
Liberals and wait till the Conservatives are prepared to assist us, any more
than we will allow matters of instant reform in India to be postponed till
Mr. Beck shall have taught Sir Syed Abmed to talk sense and the Rajah of
Bhinga to write 1t. (Loud laughter and cheers) Once our action was
decided upon, the only difficulty was where to begin. We received many
invitations to speak, and we finally opened the ball in Leicestershire.
It was no fault of ours that we opened on a Liberal platform. We
were most hospitably received by Mr. Ellis, a staunch Liberal, a Justice
of tho Peace, and cousin to the gentleman of the same name who sits
in Parliament. Mr. Bonnerji and [ were made free of Mr. Ellis's
beautiful old house, and I was glad to see that English gentle-
men in England extend to Native geutlemen of India a eourtesy and a
hospitality which is denied here. (Cheers) I have never been able
to understand why we practice a different method in England in our treat-
ment of Native gentlemen to that which we practice here. A% home, Mr.
Bonnerji, who is a gentleman, was treated as such (Cheers.) In India
we treat him and others like him as if they were leprous. (Laughter)
But neither Mr. Ellis at Leicester, nor Dr. Spencer-Watson at Newcastle,
were depressed by any idea that Mr. Binnerji should be shut out frem com-
munion with themselves or the ladies of their family. (Cheers) And it was
delightful to me to note how, like a moral tonic, the courtesies of gentle
life invigorated the constitution of my kind and dear friend, Mr. Bonuerji.
(Cheers.) I wish, with all my heart, we could see a similar experience in
India. (Cheers) Tt was, I admit, a novel sensation to me to speak, at &
meeting convened for Mr. Logan, the Liberal candidate for the first time,
to an audience, who, unlike yourselves, possessed the great power of a vote.
They were struck by the statement that not the poorest, humblest among
themselves, but possessed in the mighty engine of the ballot, a more direct
influence uf#the destinies of 250 millions of people in India than any
of the people themselves, who send such an enormous annual contribution
to England, or than I who live and labor here. (Cheers.) We were greeted
tnere with kindly cheers; cheers which venture to place this interpretation
upon that they meant more than the hospitable welcome of a host to his
guest : that they meant that the intelligence of your condition was a revolu-
tion for the first time of a state of things never before believed to exist;
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that they meant that the people of England will not turn a deaf ear to
your just and temperate appeal for help. (Cheers)) The applause we
elicited was the applause thal comes from pity and conviction : pity that
we have no share in the framing of our own laws, no voice -in the adjust-
ment of our own taxation: conviction that such a state of things is &
standing reproach to the great nation, whose divine mission it is in all her
territories to lift her people from a condition of serfdom into a condition of
freedom - (cheers) : conviction that the time has come when reform mus$
sweep away some of the old land-marks of prejudice, of selfishness and of
ignorance. (Cheers.) I had always prophested to you that you bad but
to tell the truth to the men of England to feel certain of a generous
response. My prophecy has been more than vindicated even already by the
interest displayed by those to whom we have gone for help, by the resolu~
tions of sympathy which we have been commissioned to impart to you.
(Cheers.)

From Leicester we went to Ne;fca.stle, and if we were pleased with
Leicester, were enraptured with Newcastle. Irevelled in the sensation of
unrestricted liberty which contact with Newcastle gives, Newcastle the
great city which is proud to own as its representative the Right Honorable
John Moerly. Tke occasion there was the anniversary of Dr. and Mrs.
Spencer-Watson’s Silver wedding, and it would have done you good as it
did me good to look upon the keen faces and stalwart frames of these
children of the North. Thereupon the smooth expanse of a lovely Eng-
lish lawn, surrounded by an audience catholic enough to contain the
Rector and the quarry-man, we tried to explain what it was you asked and
why you asked it. Amid those who spuke was ‘the Rector, who pushed
home this ungnswerable argument ; that not only should England be prond
that India was so fast assimilating those elementary principles of freedom
which had made England what she was, but that there would be room for
dismay and regret if after so long a connection between the two countries
tke pupil had learnt absolutely nothing from the master (cheers) That is
the wholosome view of the situation. What, I ask, has our. Church done
here?  What advice, what sympathy what g uidance have we received from
the numerous chaplains in the Gouvernment service? None, absolutely
home ! But we have received support, suggestion, sympathy and friendly
criticism to their eterna! honour be 1t said—from other preachers of the
Quspel who, more particulariy in India, have enormous opportunities, and,
b2 wrefure, enormous respousibilities of educating the messes in the fundse
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mental truths of good governmant (cheers). ‘We must be ever grateful to
the Missionaries, and to those others who are none the less good that they
hold no office in the State, for lending us their energies rightly to direct the
budding aspirations of the people (cheers). There is room for reflection in
the fact that just as Non-conformity is one of the strong-holds of Liberalism
in England, so even in Irdia we must look for support of a peoples’ cause
outside the narrow limits of our official Church (checrs). Do you want
stronger evidence of the contracting irfluence of State -ervice 2 (Cheers).
The official world of India may do what it likes and can to arrest the
development of popular principles, it may employ combination to thwart
our aims, or come forward in the shape of a living Licutenant-Governor to
sneer at our requests (cheers). But England has, long ago, recognized that
her hold upon India can only be justified by the moral good she does her
subjects here: and I think you will find thas she will agree with you thit
it is not moral that solemn promises solemnly made by Queen and Parlis-
ment should be broken, and in the language of Lord Lytton the people
should be deliberately “ cheated” of their h ipes, and that it is not good
either for themselves or for the people th.t about a thousand or fewer,
English gentlemen should rule 200 millions of people without being
called upon to render account for anything they do or say (cheers).

I will not go over our speeches in England. But I will tell you shortly
the principles on which we agreed to speak. By concert we worked on
certain broad intelligible lines. Those lines were to insure the interest of
the English people by proclaiming four salient points First: that the
sy:tem under which I quoted the high authority of Sir Auckland Colvia
himself, whose memory is & little treacherous, 1 fear, or he would scarcely
have attacked Mr. Hume as he did on that point (laughter). Itistrue that
S#¥ Auckland qualifies his deseription with the word “benevolent”” That
is a question of opinion. The fact of the despotism remains (cheers). I
make Sir Auckland a present of his adjective (laughter). Secondly, that
the Government was grossly extravagant : thirdly that the people were
terribly poor: fourthly that the Judicial system required radical change,
(cheers). 'We, your friends in England, gladly and gratefully admitted on
your behalf and our own that the connection between the two countries
was one that India is proud of and wishes ever to retain (cheers). We
sdmitted the great boons, the inuumerable benefits which English rule had
conferred in India (cheers). We pointed to all the material advantages of
railways and canal to the prstal and the telographic systems ; to the
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seeurity for life and property : %0 the wonderful facilities for education,
wonderfully availed of All this and more we recognized with thanks.
And we pointed put this as the reason why England should not now-refuse
the boon 80 long expected, arrest the work so long carried on (cheers).
Here, in India, for reasons that I cannot understand, we are .traduced as
treasonable, (laughfer). In England we were praised for our moderation
(laughter). Wherever we went we repeated the same assurance that the
gratitude of the peoples of India to England assumed a very practical turn
inasmuch as they were the most loyal people on the face of God’s earth
(loud cheers), serving with a loyalty not of insincere lip-service, but with a
loyalty which had regard for principles, not persons, and, therefore, out-
lasting the lives of kings (loud cheers). It may be, you have not the loyalty
which Sir Auckland Colvin demands, a homage which seems in his opinion
to be cuterminous with your admiration of the order to which he belongs
(laughter and cheers). I trust you never will have that, (cheers) even
though you incur the wrath ard displeasure of a potentate so powerful as
a Licutenant-Governor (cheers). I have never hcard the Queen’s name
mentioned without a touching exhibition of respect (loud cheers). You
are right to reverence the name of a good ¥nd pure lady who through a
long and useful lifc has strictly adhered to the principles of that great
Constitution of which she herself is the great Head (checrs). But behind
your obeisance to the woman, there is your appreciation of those grand and
glorious principles by her rigid adherence to which England ranks first in
the long list of the nations of the world (cheers). Of those principles fixed
and immutable which survive the death of ages, you are and ever will be,
constant disciples, and your,loyalty to England will be imperishable, because
her sway is based on imperishable materials (loud cheers). Thatis true
loyalty. And that yow have (cheers). Were wenot right in stating the strigt
truth that enormous contributions ars levicd upon the unfortunate ryot,
upon whom, poor as he is, has now fallen the iniguitous increase in that
most iniquitous tax—the Salt Tax (cheers). We are taunted with having
alieged misrule. I repeat the charge (chcers). I say we are misruled, (cheers)
ana shall continue to be misruled till we are invested with the right to
criticize the budget, (cheers) and with the right to speak with authority
(cheers.)) Ido not say—I never have said—+&hat the Government sit down with
the intention deliberately, to misrule us. I am aware that, we are governed by
men of high character. It would require the assumption of another Rajah
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of Bhinga to advance 80 foolish a statement (laughter). But none the
less do the Government of this country see things going on which they
do not attempt to check, and they are as morally iable as though they had
initiated each misdeed (cheers). Enormous sums of money are lavished
upon the demarcation of a frontier which sn scientfiic that is ne one cun find
it, (laughter) while the increasing annual deficit can only be met by
increasing a hateful tax, (cheers). Is that misrule, or is is not? A special

tribute is levied from the people as an insurance wasted upon war. (Shame,
shame). Is that misrule? (Cheers). Upon a pretext that will not bear
investigation, & fresh annexation is carried out in Burmah, against the
outery of intelligent India. Is that misrule or is it not? (Cheers) I
will waste no further time in proving what every one admits except the
Government. If no one else will reply to Sir Auckland Colvin, I will.
And though I do not wield the polished pen with which Sir Auckland
excites the homage of  Patriotic Leader-lets ” (laughter) nor possess that
marvellous repertoire of “ crushing ” argument and scathing logic, which
has put the whole Patriotic press in & frenzy of loud-tongued admiration, I

have a few questions to put, to which I should like plain replies, (cheers)-
1 like specific instances, with definite questions and definite answers. It is
a cruel method possibly (laughter) and its application may be reseated by
those who admit that a cat may look at a king, but deny that any one
may question a Lieutenant-Governor except a Rajah or a Knight
(laughter). But it has its use, and is a sound, of a disgustingly legal way
of looking at a matter (laughter). I have a word to say, in passing, about
Sir Auckland Colvin’s letter, which I will say here. There is one passage

in it which makoes me deeply regret its publication. It is, to put it mildy,
remarkable that a gentleman holding the high position with all its
attendant responsibilities of a Lieutenant-Governor, should have thought
fit to proclaim aloud that the Government might check that liberty of
organization which the Congress party have hitherto enjoyed (loud cheers).
I would strongly recommend—this is not a threat but a warning—Sir
Auckland Colvin not to make the atteoapt (loud cheers). Iudia has pro-
gressod since the days when such a threat would terrify (lond cheers).
Tts pronunciation only shews me how right was the estimate of the
Government which was made by those whose prudence on your behalf has
yrepared them for any such a contingency (cheers) We have laid a train

of gunpowder at home which will explode if we telegraph the news that
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the authorifies here are attempting to suppress the right of public meeting
(choers). And if 8ir Auckland makes the vain attempt, he will accelerate
the severance of his own and his service’s connection with the further
administration of this Empire (loud cheers). If Sir Auckland is watching
us, we also are watching him (cheers). And though we do not shrink
from it (cheers). We shall go on as we have begun, temperately constitu=
tionally, loyally; and if a strained relation spring into existence between
rulers and ruled, we shall know where chiefly to lay the blame (cheers).
If in Bngland there be one man who more than another has bravely fought
out and won the long fight for freedom of thought and speech ; for liberty
of action and expression ; for toleration of opinion, and the right to meet
and discuss great public questions: if there be among many giants one
giant greater than the rest in his marvellous capacity of reaching the hearts
of the Fnglish people who pay bhim the tribute of their affection and
admiration because they are personally acquainted with the persecution
heroically endured for conscience-sake : if there be a man who by the
perfect purity of his private life—so faz as perfect purity can obtain in this
world~—defied the most scurrilous of his assailants to lay his finger on one
spot that need bring & blush to the forehead of an horest man : if there be
an erator who can move the rough but kindly sympathy of the huge mass
of working men in England: if there be one to whom you can turn as to a
friend for assistance, for guidance, and may be for protection—if there be
such a man I say, then such a man we have found in Charles Bradlaugh.
[Mcr. Norton had to stop for some little time because of the vociforous and
continued cheering]. Aye, my friends, you mgy well cheer. For Charles
Bradlaugh is one of the men of the age whose name has been written on

the pages of his country's history (cheers) and whose reputation will
remain a sacred memory in many an Englishman’s home for centuries after
his little world has forgotten all about Sir Auckland Colvin (Loud cheers).

If there is to be a fight, I know which hero I should like upon my side
(cheers). Call Charles Bradlaugh what name you like, Atheist, Sociglis,
Malthusian. You cannot rob him of the glory which is that man’s due,
who by the force of his own great character has worked his way up from
the hnmblest ranks of life till he stands and sees his reward for years of
sacrifice and persecution written in indelible characters uppn the statute-
book of England (Loud cheers) Only the other day he closed a speech
at Nottingham, on Indian Reform with a sentence which epitomises the



(12 )

history of his carcer : “I have put my hand to this plough, and I will
break either wood or steel, or else ¥ will drive it through” That is the
class of man we need, (cheers). One who will not easily take up a cause,
nor having taken one up, easily abandon it (cheers). Choose for yourself.
The selection only is ours. The ratification lies with you. Will you have
him ? [Loud cheers and cries of yes, yes.]

Well, gentleman, you all know that after Newcastle, there was a great
and splendid meeting at Northampton, the reports of which you have all
read. Though I could not afford much time for other meetings, Mr. Bon-
nerjee, who is qualifying for a vote at Croydon o as to “ heckle” the sitting
member Mr. Sidney Herbert on Indian questions (laughter), made a tour
through Lincolnshire in company with Dr. Aubrey, the Liberal candidate
at the next election. Everywhere Mr. Bonnerjee repeating the same simple
facts met with the same generous reception (cheers). He even faced the
ladies (laughter). You may imagine how bold Mr. Bonnerjee has become
(laughter). When I first went home, he used to insist at the meetings that
as I was his “ janior” I should open the pleadings (laughter). Before I
had left Mr. Bonnerjee dared what I could not dare (laughter), and spoke
to Ladies’ Association, (laughter). At all times a lady is a fornidable
eritic. But a whole bevy of intellectual ladies leaves a man little more to
hope for but extinction (laughter). Even from them we obtained a cordial
promise of support : and you may guess how the fair sex will nse their
artifices on behalf of poor old India (laughter).

I cannot conclude without mention of Mr. Digby, (loud cheers). He
has worked indefatigably for you, (¢heers). Without his help we could
have done very little. But he threw a wonderful enthusiasm into our cause,
a name I must ask Sir Auckland Colvin's pardon for usingin connection
with ourselves (laughter). He worked hard and deserves your warmest
thanks (cheers). He deserves more. He deserves your [money, (laughter
and cheers) and mine (laughter). . And he must have it. To my poor
services or to Mr. Bonnerjee's you are entitled free. We give them you for
whatever they may be worth with all our best wishes (cheers). But Mr.
Digby has to make his bread, and you cannot- expect him to work for
novhing. We have estimated that we shall need £1,000 a year for salary,
printing, postage, hiring of halls, and so on. Surely the patriotism of
United India is sufficiently great to raise 15,000 rupees a year. (Cheers).
We must all give. (Cheers). All determine to keep our agency working.
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(Cheers). Al join to sustain the course of instpuction to the English people
which we have already inaugurated. Be true, be unselfish. We shall win
if we persevere ; antl we canndt persevere without money. I plesd to you
for yourselves. (Cheers). You will get no redress out here, (cheers). You must
look to Endland. (Cheers). More than ever now should you be united and
alert. There are clouds gathering around you. There arc dangers ahead. Sir
Auckland Colvin is the worst. But you have to encounter the fury of the
Patriot gang who I feel assured will not scruple to attack you in every
way, both legitimate and the reverse. (Cheers). We have not at our command
an inexhaustible exchequer like Patriots, laughter. We have no Nizam
whom we can milch, (laughter). Nor are we fortunate enough to own an
Abdul Huk, (loud laughter) whose breach of trust we could compound by
the acceptance of a nuzzer (loud laughter). Such is a glimpse of the
raorality of some of those arrayed against us. (Chcers). We must combine,
and trust to our ewn good character and capabilities of self-sacrifice to beat
down the storm of opposition. (Cheers). Do not be dismayed by the rancour
of the epithets that are hurled at us. Abuse is not argument, nor threats
logic. (Cheers). The more ungovernable the patriots get the more calm and
quiet must be our front (Cheers). T hail the filth that is so freely showered
upon us as indications of our opponents’ weakness. (Cheers). If we were
not so plentifully abused, we should not be half as well advertised as we
are. (Laughter). Thercfore take heart from the array of illiterate knights
and Rajahs (laughter) who atone for their defective education by the
violence of their expletives. (Laughter). We will meet them with a cheery
face, and following the hint in Sir Auckland Colvin's letter, we will recom-
mend the other side to devete to self-culture and acquisition of knowledge,
some portion—not all, for then we should be deprived of our advertise-
ment (laughter) of that time which they now ‘devote to be composition,
by vicarious means. (Laughter) of monuments of astounding English.
(Loud laugher). The alliance between Sir Auckland and the Rajahs cannot
last. It is an unholy alliance. (Cheerg). Can Liberalism, even if offtcial,
flourish side by side with sentiments such as those which move a Bhinga
or a Syed Hossain 2 (Cheers). For the moment the array is imposing, and
of course, the union possesses great capacity for mischief (laughtery,
finally, Mr. Jenkins in the Overland Mail is entreating the Patriots to
open an agency in England to counteract the rising tide in our favour,
This is another reason why we must put our agency on a firm pecuniary
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basis to meet and refute all the falsehood which will inevitably be le
loose upon us. [Cheers]. At first sight the forces against us look very
imposing. If you abstain from action they nmy acquire a force they do
not now possess. But if you are prudent you can face the present with
absolute confidence and to look to a future where your sun will not be
obscured.
Well roars the storm to those that hear
A louder voice across the storm,
Proclaiming social truth shall spread,
And justice win, tho’ thrice again,
The red, fool fury of the Seine
Should till her barricades with dead.
[Lond and long continued cheers.]

—

THE TRIPLICANE LITERARY SOCIETY’'S RECEPTION.

A public meeting was held on 24th November 1888, in Pacheappah’s Hall, at 5-38,
for the reception of Mr. B. Norton by the members of the Triplicane Literary Society,
with Raja Rin Row, ex-Member of Council, in the Chair. Mr, Eardley Norton said :—

Mz. CrAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,~To meet any assembly of my

native friends always gives me pleasure. To meet the Triplicane Literary
Society peculiar pleasure. For it was under your auspices that I delivered
myself of my first public utterance [cheers]; and I take it that yon claim
a sort of vested interest in myself and my sayings, [Laughter.] Unques-
tionably you assume a very serious responsibility. [Laughter.] DBut if
you are not ashamed, I am not afraid [laughter] and I trust our partner-
ship may long endure to tho mutnal good will and benefit of both [Cheers]
There is a peculiar appropriateness in the chair being taken to-night by my
good friend Raja Rama Rao. Tor he first imbibed his legal knowledge
in my father’s chambers, and it is right and graceful that he who learnt
from the father should impart to the son. [Cheers.] I am grateful for
the protoction of his name, for the advantages which I derive from his older
head and wider experience. I rejoice in seeing the chair filled by a law-
yer [Laughter.] To mo it seems in keeping with the fitness of things that
ons of my own profession should in India, as so often elsewhere, take the
lead in matters of all reforin which are associated with the liberties of the
people. [Cheers.] I welcome Rajab Rama Rao on his return to so
congenial an atmosphere. [Cheers.] We want all the men of knowledge
and of influence, all the men of enlightenment and progress, The people
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ghould be led by one of the* people {Cheers:] and Rajuh Rama Rao is
more in his proper element presiding over popular assemblies of his fellow,
eountrymen, and lending them the weight of his long intimacy with the
affaivs of the world, than in participating in the deliberations of a senate
which is deliberative only in name. [Laughter.] IfI may be allowed to
say so, our Chairmnan, during his term of office, absented himself from our
public mevtings under a misapprehension both of his own obligations te
ourselves, and of the view which the Government might take of his parti-
cipation in our labours, [Cheers.] I say misapprehension ; for whatever
may have been the opinions of the late Governor who, we are all agreed,
left this country for this country’s good, [ Langhter and cheers] I feel
quite certain that the present administration would not desire that promo-
tion into the Legislative Council should be interprot;d as fixing the limit
of a gentleman’s utility to his country, [Cheers]. I have no desire to flat-
ter, I am not speaking for office. [Laughter.] It would be useless if I
were : for I am told no one who is not a native reads what I say. [Laugh-
ter]. Again: there is no office for which I can speak. [Laughter.] You will
not, therefore, accuse me of interested motives if I say I have noticed,
with deep gratitude, a distinct departure for the better in many public mat-
ters in that period of time during which we have been ruled by His FEx~
cellency Lord Connemara [Cheers.] And I think you too should be
grateful. [Cheers.] I will only quote one instance as an illustration. I
congratulate the Government and their nominee on the selection for the
Government Pleadership of our well-known friend, Mr. Subramania
Iyer. [Cheers.] Gratifying as that selection must be personally to Mr.
Subramania Iyer—and if you wish to learn how a Public Prosecutor
should discharge his duties impartially to the Crown and prisoner alike,
go and listen to our friend in Court [Cheers]—his nomination comes home
to me with a deeper, wider significanca. It means that the old exclusive.
ness of racial partiality is at an end [Cheers]. And that the prizes of the
bar are no longer o be the exclusive perquisites at all costs of the Euro-
peans, [Cheers]. It neans that there is a promise hereafter of advance=
ment to all professsional men alike : [cheers] that a wider field of ambition
is opened out to Native as well as to Englishmen, which must eusure a
corresponding increase in the amount and quality of legal talent [cheers]
and that the reward hereafter will be to the best without distinction of
caste or colonr. [Cheers.] That is an iunovation for which His Excel
lsncy and his Government are entitled to tuke credit. [Cheers.]
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I know, of course, you expect me to speak to you on political matters,

It would be strange if you did not, seeing how men’s minds are running on
the great awakening of public sentiment and aspiration. Most of you will
bave read what I said on Thursday last. I will not go over the old ground
But there are a few old points 1 wish to touch upon before I pass to newer
topics. There is nothing more true than that old heresies die hard. And
none will die hader than the heresy that you and I are asking for some
share in representative Gtovernment that you and I ace secking to wrast
power from the hands of the authorities, that we are actuated by a desire to
hamper and impede the freedom of the executive. [Laughter.] At the
risk of wearying yon, in the hope that some one of our critics will, by acci-
dent, read what I say [Laughter], let me plainly repeat what it is we want
and why we want it. “We ask for no shure of the Executive [Cheers.]
‘What we pray for is an extension of the already existing Legislative Couna
cils—a very different thing—based upon a system of pariial representation
[cheers].” Now, for making that request we are called hard names : we are
denounced as traitors, we are held up to public scorn as renegades : we are
told we are keeping a hungry eye upon the loaves and fishes [langhter]:
that we are impelled by a disloyal desire to terminate the Queen’s Govern-
ment [laughter]. You laugh, because you know what you want, and how
you have formulated your want. Aud you are struck by this grotesque
libel of your wishes, But your critics do not laugh. They look at the
matter in a more solemn light [laughter] They are terribly in earnest in
their abuse. Yet how many, or rather how few have read what we have
bad to say upon these questions, and of those who "have read, how few
understand. [laughter]. The army of our enemies is composed of two
classes of recruits : those who will not comprehend, and those who canoot
[Laughter]. 1t is not easy to say with which class rests the weight in
numbers. [Laughter]. Let me tell you a few facts. To-day, in Madras,
we are told that Buropean sentiment is against us : that our resolution is

digloyal : that the very integrity of the Empire is at stake because we ask

for an extension of the Legislative Council. [Laughter]. Yet here in my
band I hold a printed requisition to the Sheriff of Madras, convening a

public meeting in this very hall, which meeting—you will scarcely credit

il I-—passed a resolution by acclaim that the Crown should be petitioned to

give us a reprosentative Legislative Council. [Loud cheers]. And that

was on the 25th March 1859! [Loud cheers]. Thirty years ago the

citizens of Madras prayed for a reforun upon the very psiat as to which Sir
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Auckland Colvin tells us to-day we are sill in stabu pupillari, [lond
tcheers]. Fifty-five names aro attached to that requisition; of which forty-
four are the names of English gentlemen, [cheers] And among those
names I find the following : John Vans Agnew of Messrs. Arbuthnot and
Co., Chairman ; H. E. Sullivan, since first Member of Council here
[cheers]. William Arbuthnot, W.R. Arbuthnot, buth of Arbuthnot and
Co., and one for many years member of the Indian Council ; W. J. Oakes,
of Messrs, Oakesand Co,J. H Cox ; T. L. R. Shand, head of one of the
greatest of our former mercantile houses ; F. Agnew; A. Tolputt of
Messrs. Binny and Co., D. D. Dymes of Dymes and Co., A. Lowe ;
P. Orr ; John Miller ; H. E. Church; W. Barton Wright ; Fitzgerald
Cburch all three on the Madras Railway ; John Bruce Norton ; [loud
cheers] ; John Shaw, Registrar of the High Court ; Robert Franck, and
J. W. Gantz ; [cheers]. Representative enough, surely, with indications
of loyalty and common sense [cheors]. That was in 1859 ! Thirty years
have lapsed. Since then education Las spread, and great strides have been
made in self-improvement and science of Government : yet when we
venture to petition loyalty for that which our fathers asked unblamed, we
arouse the derision of a Lieutenant-Governor, and the threat of suppres-
sion, [Cheers] I must be pardoned if I prefer the opinions of the men
whose names I have quoted to the opinion of an official whose political
affinities are circumscribed by the narrow influences of his official sura
roundings ; and whose sympathies are so delicately organized that their
internal economy are violently disarranged by a catechism and a dialogne
[laughter and cheers]. 'Who have gone backward ? The natives who arae
pressing for the reform our fathers asked for thirty years ago, [cheers], ot
the Europeans who oppose the instalment of political wisdom which their
ancestors demanded in public meeting a quarter of a century back [cheers].
You have emancipated yourselves, from the thraldom of the school room. It
is we who have merited Sir Auckland Colvin’s sneer [cheers]. What good
will the reformed Council do to the Government? Iam asked. I reply
that the reformation will introduce into their deliberation a hew element
of strength and information which, personally acquainted with the wants,
the wishes and the superstitions of the people, will infuse a new life and a
new vigour into the legislative enactments of the day. 1t will save the
Government from error, and legislation will cease to be the farce it is ab
present [cheers]. What will be the gain to the people ? If no other, this :
that we shall be gradually training up a large body of educated natives to
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act in harmony and with cohesion for common ends [cheers]: that we
shall be educating the national intelligence under a system which opens up
fresh fields, to national ambition [cheers] ; and that with new lease of dignity
and responsibility, we shall be calling inte existence a higher sense of self-
respect, the very Alpha and Omega of morality [oheersl I for one am
satisfied with such a vista [cheers]. And for advocating this, we are
gtigmatized as traitors ? [Cheers]. The Negro of the West Indies is not

thought too backward for representative institntions [cheers). In Ceylon

the planters are represented by a member whom they elect themselves,

[Loud cheers]l. Though the Governor retains the right of ultimate

‘ approval. The Bingalese community is represented, so is the Burgher,

[Cheers]. In Singapore the Chinese cooly sends a member to the Legisla-

tive Council [cheers]. Why are we, you and I, and the communities and

interests we represent, to have no share in the legistation of this country ?

[Cheers). Is the Brahmin inferior in intelligence to the Singhalese,
[taughter], the Sudra to the Chinese cooly [laughter], and the non-official

European to both ? {Laughter]. Except upon that supposition our exclu-

sion from legislative rights is indefensible.

It is asserted over and over again that the movement is hostile to the
QGovernment. I think that the quite orderliness of our meetings |zheers],
the intentions of the speakers as translated by their speeches, and, above
all, the character of our delegates and of those who lead us in our demands
should have protected us from so foolish an imputation [cheers]. Are men
like Rajah Rama Rao likely to foment rebellion ? [Cheers]. Does Mr.
Bonnerjeo meditate separation [cheers] or Mr. Budr-ud-din Tyabjee revolt ?
[Cheers]. Why should the ,best natives and the best of the non-official
Europeans combine to thwart the Government under which both live and
to assist and reform which is the loyal wish of both? [Cheers]. Surely
it is more generous, if not more prudent to credit us with good intent, and
%0 believe that in the assemblies for which we are working we should "unite
to make the Government of the country more acceptable because more
papylar [cheers], and combine t place at the disposal of the authorities
capacities and abilities not inferior to their own [cheers]. It is one of the
gravest errors which can be fairly laid to the charge of England, that she
does not always appreciate aright the true moral of her own independence;
and that strong in her belief in her own honesty of purpose, she is apt
to encourage the delusion that no one is fit to govern but herself [cheers].
To what straits, persistence in such error can lead is exemplified by the
unhappy condition of Ireland to-day. )
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Opposition in certain quatters is evoked by the belief that we hmve
not stated truly all our demands, that we are keeping back our true intent,
that we are labouring to insert the “thin end of the wedge, ” in order
hereafter to benefit by the leverage of the thicker part [Taughter]. What
does the metaphor mean ? This that progress and reform are gradual 7
that the intangible portions of a people as represented by their hopes and
ambitions solidify just as their buildings become old with time and their
bodies are transformed by age [cheers]. Education and experience day by
day augment and consolidate the political aspirations of all men Z[cheers].
That is a law of nature which not even Sir Auckland Colvin can check,
though he may deny it [cheers and laughter]. And is it not right that as
you are more fit for greater power you should get it ? [Cheers]. Tt is pro-
pounded to me as a situation full of the most terrible portents that our real
aims is in the hereafter to acquire some control over the expenditure of the
pation. And I answer, why not ? | Loud cheers.] I see nothing to fright-
en me in that contingency [cheers]. For 1 regard a check npon the gross
extravagance of the Indian Government both Lere and in England the
surest, if not the only, solation to the problem. * How is the financial
condition of India to be remedied ?”’ [Loud cheers]. And if in the ful-
ness of time you qualify yourselves for executive office, I, for ome, not
only see nv reasen why yuu should not have it [cheers,] but I see every
reason why you should [loud cheets]. And, finally, if in that remote fu-
ture which can be pictured, if at all, onl'y by an exertion of our poetical
faculties, you shall have so discarded your many prejudices of race, and
caste, and creed, as to be able to combine as one nation for the Govern-
ment of this country, if you shall have becomq sv homogeneous, as to be
able not merely to administer your own internal affairs for the comwmon
benefit of your various races with piudence and with impartiality, but to
stand united as one large family against foreign aggression ; [cheers] if,
I say, such a day thould arrive, and you were to demand from us the com-
vlete government of this country uncontrolled by England’s supervision,
1 for one would contemplate your unfettered accession to the awful respon-
sivility of empire under such circumstances with a pride it would be impos-
sible to exaggerate, for I should recognize that the history of the world
contained no record of any achievement which could compare with the
marvellons accomplishment by my country of a labour so wonderful in
its origin, so stupendous in its execution, and so divine in its fruition as
this [loud cheers]. Such a picture has no terrors for me [cheers]. Bub
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let un leave the land of dreams, and come back to the land of troubles
[laughter]. We are told we ought not to assert that there is any misrule
iu India [laughter] Why not, if it exist? Is the Government of this
country to be the only one in the world exempted from criticism ? Are we
to ask for reform withoutimaking good our case for reform? [Cheers]. I,
at any rate, will not sue, as a watter of grace, for that to whichI am entitled
as of right [cheers]. And when the necessity fur refurm is denied, I am
free to justify my petition by proving the facts upon wkich its prayer for
relief is founded [cheers]. Let us first of all clearly understand what we
mean by misrule. I mean, and I believe you are one with me, acts whether
executive or legislative, which, however well intentioned, are not in truth
for the public benefit, carried into effect as a rule without previous consul-
tation of the people whom they will most closely touch, and very often
against the loudly declared opinion of those whose opinions are .entitled to
consideration and to weight [cheers]. By misrule I mean the continuance
of a system which, by whatever name you choose to call it, is in fact des-
potism [cheers]. By misrule, I mean the failurce to give to the Councils’ Act
the full effect of that Statute. By misrule, I mean the system of legislation
which is a shame [cheers], and the absurd selection of nominees to the
Legislative Councils which excludes independent intellect, and converts
those assemblies into mere offices for registering the decrees of the executive
[loud cheers]. Let me be content with these illustrations. It is nov consi-
dered disloyal in England to point out their defects to the Goveinment. T
do not know why it should be considered disloyal here [cheers]. Disloyal
. or not, it must be doue, for it is upon the truth and strength of any facts
that I resé my right to redress [cheers]. Iwant no cleemosynary concession
[cheers]. If I am wrong, I deserve nothing. But if I am right, I will not
take from pity what I claim from justice [cheers]. I charge it to the
Government that they have been, and are, grossly extravagant with the
revenues of India. In some instances the application of those revenues, I
regret to say, has been absolutely dishonest [shame]. I allege also that
this extravagance verging at times on dishonesty, is due to the simple fact
that the tax-payers of this country have no one to represent them here or
in England are not consulted before their contributions are squandered
with a recklessness which is criminal [loud cheers]. Is that misrule if I
ean prove the fact? [Cheers] Or does Sir Auckland Coulvin gloss this
ever with some euphemism extracted from that long glossary of euphemisms
with which every apologist of the Governments of this country must be
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provided? [Loud-cheers]. We have been ehallonged to prove misrule. I
accept the challenge [cheers]. And I will prove it by instalments [cheers].
To-night let me prove it by a few instances I have not time for many—
extracted from the accounts with which the Indian Government furnish
the Secretary of State in England. And I will confine myself to-night to
somo of the “ Home Charges” Amongst the permanent buildings erected
in England for India’s purposes at Indian’s cost, the India office alone costs
£540,000 which considering the amount and the quality of work done -
there, is a generous provision for housing the gentlemen who called them-
selves the 1ndian Council [laughter]. For the salaries of the officials in
England from that of the Secretary of State to the wages of the thirty-
two house maids and charwomen who, 1 take it, help to enliven the lassi-
tude of the Members of Council [laughter] India pays £220,906 [shame].
For furlough and absentec allowances; she pays £209,961 : for military
furlough allowances £2067,101. At a cost of £1,118,787 five ships weze
built for India. To work these we are annually debited with £277,072
[shame]. You will be surgprised to hear that if India happens to use the
services of an officer who has earned a “ distinguish:1 service” annuity for
duty performed, say in Ashantee or New Zealand, Indis his t bear the
cast of such annuity [shame]. TIn addition to the ships I hwo referred to
India pays for the Queen’s ships employed in Indian seas £44,237, and we
suppnrt establishments in China, a Mission to the Court of Persia, and a
Consulate at Jeddah, with none of which have we any concern, at an annual
expenditure of £23,366. Tn 1883, India was cilled upon to contribute
£5,113,171 to Eugland for charges of which the foregoing are merely
specimens. Compare the estimates presented to Parlivment for the Colonies.
The total vote was for £2,156,263, and towards tuis sum the Colonies were
expected to give only £185,700! Isit a strained iuference to draw that
the reason for this differencc of treatment lies in the fuct that the Colonies
are not, like India, at the mercy of the House of Commons? [Shame]. Tf
India is rightly taxed for English ships and men, how com~s it, I shpuld
like to know, that the British tax-payer provides nearly 25,000 men and a
namber of war-ships at his own expense for the protection of people’s
properties, other than his Indian fellow-subjects ? [Cheers]. Moreover,
among the institutions built and furnished in England by the ryots of
India, is an Engineering College which cost £100,000, worked at an annual
loss of £5,000 which India his to mect  That Collere was erccted for the
use of gentlemen who desired %o enter the Puujab Works: Department in
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India. Yes the benefibs of that institution are open to gfl the, world, and
men who never intend to go to India can, by the payment of the usual
focs, participate in this enforced contribution from the natives of India
[shame, shame). Yet, again, let me give you another|instance Fmgland has
built at Ealing, near London, a Lunatic Asylum for which she has
charged India £38,000! [Laughter] That institution is also worked at
an annual deficit of £5,000 which is debited to us [shame]. Why, I want
to know, should India be compelled to maintain for English lunatics, an
institution which in her own instance England throws the cost of upon
the parish or the friends of the unfortunates? [Cheers]. If ever I have
charged the Government of India with want of provision and foresight I
humbly withdraw the allegation in the face of an establishment which
may yet afford shelter for some of those who are responsible for the waste
and extravagance of our finances [loud laughter, and cheers] A few
minor instances, and I have done. Why should we pay for a portrait of a
Prince and a Viceroy 'at the cost of £812 for the adornment of the
Council Chamber at Calcutta ? [Cheers]. The munificence of each might
bave made the monuments more precious by investing it with the grateful
associations of a gift [cheers] and not with the recollection thasvan impover-
ished people are taxed for a folly [cheers]. The extention of the O:der of
the Star of India, bestowed with a nice discrimination which includes &
man like Abdul Huq as a recipient [laughter and cheers] has cost this
country £13,907 [shame]. A passage by the P. and O. costs £67. Yes it was
thought necessary to send Lord Lytton home at & cost to this country of
£5,827-10-1! [Laughter]. With a liberality which does not mark the proceed-
ings of the Houses of Parliament, the Government of India pay, not out of
their pocket but the pocket of Indian tax-payers, £335 to Surgeon-General
Moore for a “ Manual of Family Medicine for India” [laughter; £2,626 to
& Mr. Wardle for © investigating the dyes and wild silks of India;” [laughter
and ‘shame ’]; £695-8-2 to Mr. Colquhoun for his account of “Overland
journey frota Canton to Rangoou ” [laughter] ; and £1,066-19-8 in one year
and £092-10-8 in another year to a nameless officer for—what! * Indian
pendulum observations” [Loud laughter). Have I not quoted instances
s» shymeless extravagance ? [Cheers] Is not extravagance misrule?
[Cheers]. Ifit be not, I know not what interpretation plain, sensible, men
will place upon the meaning of the word [cheers). And if it be, what
becomes of the reiterated statement that we who desire to see a wise
econcmy substituted for the reclless improvidence of Indian finance, have
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never been able, in the langua"fe of Sir Auckland Colvin, to make, “some
serious effort to dispose ” of the charge that the Goverament of India is
responsible for “ existence of misrule” [loud cheers]. Serious efforts, for-
sooth! The efforts have been seriously made by serious people ia serious
psmphlets over and over again in England. [Cheers]. It is pomble that
Bir 4uckland, like Sir Monstuart Elpkinstone Grant Duff, consigni the
criticisms of those who differ from him unread to the depths of & bottomless
waste paper basket [cheers and laughter]. I should be sorry to believe i,
and I will not, till Sir Auckland Colvin tells us so himself : and when he
does I will retort it upon him especifically as a concrete instance of “ mis-
rule” under his own “ benevolent ” administration [cheers and laughter].
On some other ocoasion, or in some other form I will continue my narration
of financial burthens unfairly laid upon our backs [cheers]. For to-night I
have said enough to afford you food for thought. Go home and study the
figures I have given you, and ask far and wide among the circle of your
friends and rclatives here and in the Mofussil, whether there is untruth or
recklessness in our constantly reiterated complaint that we are labouring,
voiceless and unpitied, amid a sea of wilful and unpardonable extravagance
[loud cheers].

I have been asked more than once why I identify myself with a move-
ment which carries so little European sympathy in|India, and which tends
to make its advocates unpopular in certain circles, why I have allied myself
with one who holds the religious opinions of Mr. Bradlaugh (cheers).
The very question shows how far away from English standards of political
morality my questioners have fallen, Let me give them here my answer,
once for all. Iam proud of Mr. Bradlaugh’s co-operation, because I am
proud to be associated with an honest and a fearless man (loud cheers). I
am proud te work, no matter, how humbly, with one who has never swerved
a hair's breadth from allegiance to the people’s cause. (Cheers). Of him I
have already spoken on a previous occasion. I will only add jg-night of
his religious convictiens what Tennyson has so aptly said-—

There is more faith in honest doubt,
Believe mie, than in half the creeds. [Loud cheers].

I advocate the people’s cause—yours and my own, for I have néver
disassociated the Eurepesn from the Native in a reform which I believe to
be esgential “o both (cheers)—because I believe it to be the only right and
true one, because experience has taught me what expediency also supports,
that thirty years is a long period of probation, even in the life time of ®
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mation, and that it is best and wisest to yield gracefully what must b8
aequired eventually at all cost. I will answer also in the words with whichi
Robert Browning ankwered question—

# Why am I & Liberal 2"
“ Why ?"” * Becaunsesall I k aply can or dd,
All that I am now, all hope to be—
Whence comes it save from fortune setting fré8
Body and soul the purpose o pureue,
God traced for both ? If fetters, not a few,
Of prejudiosy convention, fall from me,
These shall 1 bid men—each in his degree
Also God-guided—Dbear and gaily too ?
But little do or can the best of us 1
That little is achieved through Liberty,
Who then does Lold, emancipated thus,
His fellow shall continue bound ? Not I,
Who live, love, labour freely nor discuss
A brother’s right to freedom. That 18 ?
4 "‘?hy ?! r
[Loud and eontinued eheering ]
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THE AFGHAN DILEMMA.

By “ Historicus.”

IT has often been observeddthat, while the English people
keep a watchful and jealous eye on the internal administra-
tion of the Kingdom, and exercise no small control ovér
taxation and State expenditure, they allow themselves to
be almost entirely ekcluded from theytonduct of their
foreign affairs; whereBy a few Cabinet Ministers have had
it in their power, by embarking on speculative schemes of
foreign policy, to involve the nation in serious disputes
with other countries and render war inevitable, before the
Enghsh people were acquainted with the true nature and
aim *of the policy pursued In such cases the House of
Commons may of course refuse supplies; but by the time
Parliament and the people are informed of the full circum-
stances "of the dispute, it is often too late to reverse the
action of the Government, and the nation thus finds itself
committed to war, without any clear knowledge of its
necessity or justice.

This evil assumes greater proportions still, and becomes
a danger to the British Constitution, when the Cabinet has
the means'of ralsmg war supplies without applying for
them to Parllag}ent——when for instance, the Indian treasury
may be put int6 fequisition and our Indian felldw-subjects
be taxed, for giving effect to schemes of conquest secretly
devised by the British Cabinet and entered ,wpon without
the consent of* Parliament. It was thrqugh such means
. that the nation was twice drawn into disastrous wars with
the Afghdns; and it is the same unconstitutional device
“that is nowpractised Yor defraying extravagant preparations
for a third invasiom of Afghdnistdn. _

Tht plea. for our aggreSSwp action in 1838 and 1878 was
that the rml!tary nccupaucm of Afgh,émsté.n was necessary
for the safety of Irtdiafrom a RusSian attack. The hollow-
ness of that plea has been exposed by our highest autherities.

c 2
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The Duke of Wellington, at the time of the first Afghdn
war, characterized the Russian scare as ““a political night-
mare”; and in later years, Lurd Lawrence, Lord Napier
of Magdala, Sir William Mansfield (afterwards Lord Sand-
hurst) and General (now Lord) Roberts deprecated our
occupying advanced posts in Afghdnistan for the protection
of India, and condemned that policy as being calculated,
on the contrary, to weaken our means of defence against
an enemy who should advance through that country. Lord
Beaconsfield himself, who was responsible for the war of
1878-80, and who sought to justify it on the mystic ground
of a “scientific frontier,” admitted that so far as the in-
vasion of India in that quarter was concerned, it was the
opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, that it was hardly
practicable. ““The base of operations of any possible foe
was so remote, the communications were so difficult, the
aspect of the country so forbidding, that the Government
had long arrived at the opinion that an invasion of the
Indian Empire, by passing the mountains which form our
North Western frontier, was one which we need not dread.”
Speech on Lord Mayor's Day, 1878.

On the other hand, every circumstance of the late war
and of our subsequent expeditions against the border-tribes
of Afghdnistdn, shows that the conquest of that proverbially
difficult country, the subjugation of its hitherto indomitable
occupants, and the military glory expected to accrue from
such deeds, were the real aim and motive of the policy
pursued on those occasions; and that the safety of India
was a mere plea resorted to for justifying the appropriation
of Indian revenue in the prosecution of Imperial schemes
of conquest.

Military success invariably evokes popular applause,
regardless alike of moral considerations and of the material
value of a conquest; and had the late war been successful,
the nation would doubtless have overlooked the fact, that
no real glory can be gained byga great country when it
attacks, from a selfish motive, an unoffending and avowedly
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could expect to raise 4n Afghdnistdn would not detray a
twentieth part of the cost of holding that barren country.
But the late war was not successful; its authors had entirely
failed to apprehend the difficulties of the task they had
undertaken, and seemed to have expected their enterprise
to resolve in a military promenade, a shower of stars and
ribbons and some substantial rewards for the favoured few.
Events soon dispelled those visions and, after two years of
warfare spent chiefly in foraging for supplies and marked
by two signal defeats—namely, our hasty retreat into
Sherpur before Mahomed Jdn’s fanatical hordes, and the
disastrous battle of Maiwand lost near Kandahar—our
armies evacuated Afghdnistdn, not only without having
gained the smallest advantage to compensate for the blood
and treasure expended in that war, but under conditions
particularly mortifying to our national pride.

The policy which proved so disastrous, is again being
pursued on the questionable argument that Russia’s per-
sistent advance towards India, calls for a corresponding
movement on our part; while the arguments of the above-
mentioned authorities, showing that India can be better
defended on her.own frontier, than by an encounter with
the enemy in a difficult and hostile country like Afghdnistdn,
far from our reserves and general sesources, remain un-
answered and are entirely ignored.

The revival of the “forward policy ” may, in a great
measure, be ascribed to the hope entertained by its pro-
moters, of obliterating, by military success in a future
campaign, the humiliating recollections of the late war.
Let us see how far such an expectation is warranted, either
by the costly preparations we have made, or by our
achievements in recent years.

We have constructed military roads and railways which
may facilitate the advance of our troops into Afghdnistdn ;
but they would not lessen the difficulties which caused our
failure in the late war, seeing that these were met with
only after we bad penetrated into the interior of the
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country, and that they arose from*'causes which are as
powerful now as they were in 1840 and 188o—namely, the
configuration and barrenness of the land, the severity of
the climate in winter and summer, and the fanaticism of
the inhabitants. Our preparations have also consisted of
militaty expeditions and the distribution of money, for
enforcing the submission or purchasing the neytr'aiity of
the border-tribes during the march of our troops through
their mountains. The progress of all these preparations,
however, has been most insignificant in comparison with
the vast and complicated plan upon which they were
designed. Some details of that plan will be found in
Hon. G. Curzon’s Chapter on the North Western Frontier
of India, 18g0.

Of the projected railways only one has been made,
namely, the Scind-Pishin line which was afterwards ex-
tended to near Chaman. This line is now found to be
quite unsuitable for military purposes in time of war,
seeing that important sections of it are liable, from floods
and landslips, to frequent and prolonged interruptions. In
March this year the Royal Dublin Fusiliers proceeding on
relief to Quetta, were detained at Sibi, in consequence of
a series of landslips in the Hurnai section; and Quetta
was then, as it had *frequently been before, deprived of
railway communication with India.*

The construction of the other projected railways has
hitherto been effectually opposed by the neighbouring
tribesmen; and as to our military roads, some were
destroyed by the villagers, as soon as the troops sent to
protect our working parties had retired, while the construc-
tion of others was interrupted, through our road-makers
and their escorts being overpowered by tribal gatherings.

* * Parts in the big cutting in the Hurna: line have been absolutely
obliterated again and again, and every expedient failed to keep it in shape.
Rails have been laid down only to disappear, and by the time one slip had
been mastered, another came to destroy the work done. The Engineering
Committee have now come to the conclusion that no permanent remedy

tan be applied which will make the railway secure from landslips. See
Ploneer, 27 and 28 April, 1893.
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Nor have our frontier expeditions been more successful :
the earliest marched from Kohdt in 1877 with arders “to
occupy the country of the Jowskis [a section of the Adam
Khel Afridis who had molested our working parties] until
they tendered their absolute submission."—Govt, Proclama-
tion. Foveign Dept., Nov. 5, 1877. We demanded at first
70,000 Rupees as compensation, 10,000 Rupees as a ﬁn‘e,
and the surrender of four of their Chiefs. Our terms were
rejected, even after we had abandoned the claim [for com-
pensation and reduced the fine to half its original amount.
Fighting ensued and, at the end of three months, we
retired on receiving a verbal promise that the four Chiefs,
whose surrender had been refused, would be sent away
from the tribal territory. In short the expedition proved
a complete failure, and similar results characterized all our
subsequent frontier expeditions.

In 1878 a column under Major Cavagnari made a night
attack on the Othmdn Khel villages, in retaliation of the
maltreatment inflicted on our road-makers; and the follow-
ing year we sent trodps to subjugate the Zamushts and a
section of the Orakzai tribe. In 1880, 1881 and 1882
expeditions were sent against the Momands, the Mahsud
Waziris and the Kabul Khel Waziris ; while a considerable
force under General Wilkinson atterhpted the reduction of
the Bozdars. In 1883 an expedition fought its way into
the country of the Shirdnis on the pretext of surveying the
Takht-in-Sulimén mountain. In 1884 and 1885 we invaded
the territories of the Chigarzais, Akazais and Pardri Syads
in the North, and of the Kaker and Musd Khel tribes.in
Southern Afgh4nistdn. In 1886 and 1887 operations were
resumed against the Akazais, the Shirdnis and the Bozdars
who had remained defiant, and an expedition was sent to
reduce the Bunerwals. In June 1888 a column under
Major Battye and Captain Urmston marched into the
Black Mountain country, when both officers were killed in
a skirmish, and our troops had to retire. The unsatisfactory
result of this long series of operations induced the Govern-
ment to employ larger bodies of troops; and in October
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1888 an army of 8,0bo fighting ‘men under General
M’Queen, asconipanied by 5,000 baggage mules and the
gsual complement of, grooms, water carriers, ambulance
porters and other camp - followers, was despatched for
reducing the Black Mountain country. This force en-
countered very little opposition and, on its return, the
General stated in his farewell orders that ‘the Hasanzais,
Akazais and other tribes had tendered their submission,
and that roads had been constructed, which would afford
ample scope for the advance of our troops.” The tribes-
men, it was said, had promised that we should it future be
free to march through their country, and construct and
maintain roads. But when we attempted to avail ourselves
of those promises, they were at once repudiated, and the
troops and working parties we sent in 1890 had to return.
Thereupon a large force was despatched in 1891 for the
complete subjugation of the Black Mountain country and
the capture of Hasan Ali, the Chief who had led the trihes
against our men. This expedition not succeeding in its
mission, an offer was made by us to Hasan Alj, that if he
surrendered, he should simply be interned with an ample
allowance suitable to his rank. Eventually the expedition
returned without the person of the Chief; but it was said
that “ he was sure to tome in”; and later that * if he did
not come in, his actions were of little consequence, as he
had lost all prestige among the mountaineers.” Pioneer,
September, 1892. Nevertheless a third expedition was sent,
in 1892, to hunt down and capture the Chief. Failure was
again the result, and the further intentions of the Govern-
ment in the matter have not transpired.

While these unsuccessful operations were taking place
in the North, we invaded the Miranzai country where our
road-makers had been dispersed : we also sent expeditions
to occupy the Gumal Pass and the Zhob country beyond
it, in pursuance of a project to construct a railway from
our frontier station of Dehra-Ismail-Khan to Pishin, as an
alternative line to the defective Scind-Pishin railway.
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The. first Miranzal expedition 'left Kohét on the 26th
January 1891, arriving the next day gt Gwida, the residence
of Makhmudin, the Chief who had attacked our workfng
parties. The village had been deserted, and a party was
ordered in pursuit of the Chief, but could not start until
the 4th of February, as frost-bite and pneumonia had
attacked our soldiers, and a convoy of sick had to be
escorted back to India. The pursuit after Makhmudin
proved fruitless, and on the roth a column marched
through the Zara pass. The Sappers and Miners worked
hard at making a road ; but snow fell from noon tilf dark,
and the march, though only five miles, occupied from
11.30 a.m. to 5 a.m. the next day, the rear-guard and
commissariat stores arriving only at 1.30 p.m. The
country was covered with snow, and no opposition being
offered by the enemy, the expedition returned on the
1st March, leaving a garrison at Gwdda.

On the 4th April our Gwidda garrison was overpowered
and beat a precipitate retreat, pursued by the tribesmen as
far as the low hills near our frontier. Another force, com-
posed of three columns, was organised forthwith and
marched on the 17th April, taking the village of Tsalai on
the same day. We had then to bivonac, as our men were
completely knocked up by the intense heat and the want of
water. The next morning we carried the village of Sartop,
and were obliged afterwards to halt at a spring to enable
our troops to get water; many had been without it for
twenty-four hours and were exhausted; the young soldiers
of the King's Royal Rifles, fresh to the country, suffered
specially from heat and thirst. (See Szr W. Lockhart's
Despatch 8th Jume, 1891.) On the 19th April our third
column was attacked, but reinforcements came to its relief
the next day from Sangar. In the night of the 22nd our
post at Chilibdgh was fired into, and on the' 23rd our
convoy was attacked, losing a number of men and mules.
In retaliation of these attacks, our troops blew up a number
of villages, when some of the Chiefs comsented to our
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making a road up the Samana mountain. Thereupon the
Miranza: Field Force was withdrawn and broken up on the
15th May, the casualties during the four weeks having
amounted to 101.

As regards the invasion of the Zhob valley alluded to in
a preceding page, an expedition was sent in 1888 to survey
the Gumal pass, but its mission being frustrated by the
opposition of the Makhind tribe, a considerable force,
accompanied by Sir R. Sandeman as Political officer, was
despatched the followirig year through Baluchistdn, with
orders to occupy the Zhob country as far as the Western
extremity of the Gumal pass. This force was arrested in
its march by the Kidarzais; but our Agent, who subsidised
certain Chiefs in the Zhob country, succeeded in 1890 in
establishing, with their consent, a British post at Apoza;
and afterwards in obtaining promises from the Mahsud
W aziris, the Shirdnis and the Derwesh Khel of W4na, that
they would keep the Gumal pass open, in consideration nf
certain sums of money being annually paid to them by the
British Government.

The subsidised Chiefs appear so far to have maintained
a friendly demeanour ; but their tribesmen all along mani-
fested their strong objection to our presence, by night-
firing into the British® Agent’s camp, by raiding for fire-
arms and by cutting off our soldiers, when they ventured
a few hundred yards from their lines. These insults
increased and became so intolerable in 1892, that we
threatened to send a force for punishing the tribesmen,
unless the Amir withdrew an officer whom he had stationed
among them, and to whose influence we ascribed their
increased hostility. The Amit replied that, in compliance
with our wishes, he had ordered his officer to retire, pend-
ing the result of the conference we had proposed, and at
which he hoped that a clear understanding would be
arrived at, regarding the boundary of our Empire. This
reply, conciliatory as it looks, was resented nevertheless as
evasive, and was responded to by a loud threat, in the
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ZTimes of Novembet the 2nd, that the British Government
would not be lightly turned from its settled policy, and that,
unless the Amir fell in with that policy, Afghdnistdn as a
kingdom would disappear.

Now, to understand the irritation thus manifested at the
Amir’s reply, it is necessary to remember that the “ settled
policy ” referred to in the Zimes, is our ““forward policy ”
aiming at the military occupation of Afghdnistin—a policy
which we communicated to Abdur-Rahman substantially in
the following terms :(—* To preserve the integrity of your
dominions, you must co-operate with us in repelling Russian
attacks, and assist us meanwhile in bringing under complete
and permanent control, the Afghdn tribes who dwell along
our frontier.” In this communication we omitted defining
the territories we purposed to subjugate; but our advance
to New Chaman and Apozai and our reference to repelling
attacks on the Northern confines of the Amir's dominions,
made it clear that the best part of Afghdnistdn was included
in our intended sphere of action. Under these circum-
stances, the Amir's reference to a delimitation of our
boundary obviously implied a protest against our encroach-
ments which at once accounts for the menace published
in the Zumes.

Of that menace the Amir seems to have taken no direct
notice ; but in one of the two letters he sent by Mr. Pyne,
so far as its contents have transpired, he said, regarding his
dealings with the frontier tribes, something to the effect
that his conduct in the matter would be ruled by the
Sacred Law which commands the respect of both pariies.
Now, the sacred law in independent Mahomedan com-
munities enjoins the expulsion of the “infidel,” except he
be a guest or a servant—an article of faith in obedience te
which our “ forward policy " has met with the most fanatical
opposition from the Afzhdn tribes. The Amir’s letter may
therefore be construed as a disguised defiance of our threat,
an interpretation which does not appear unreasonable, when
we consider that, if he were to assent to our policy, his
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action would certainly be repudiated by the tribes, and
would involve the loss of his power and his throne, and
perhaps also of his life.

Meanwhile, our threat to destroy the Kingdom of
Afghdnistdn has drawn the attention of the world to our
relations with Abdur-Rahman-—a subject which had been
much obscured by strategic and political controversies, but
which has now assumed a definite form; and the public
mind is doubtless exercised to know whether the British
Government will act up to its threat, or recede from the
dominative position it has taken up. To recede would of
course lower its dignity and prestige in the eyes of its
Indian subjects and of Asiatic nations in general ; while to
execute its menace would involve the British nation in a
third Afghdn war, with no greater justification or better
chance of success, than we had in our previous Afghdn
wars. '

In estimating the issue of a third invasion it may be
useful to bear in mind that sixteen years of uninterrupted
warfare against the border-tribes of Afghdnistin, has not
enabled us to advance our frontier a single day’s march
from the line it -occupied in 1876; and that all we have to
show for the appalling amount of blood and treasure ex-
pended during that period, consists of a defective military
railway, a number of unfinished and partly - destroyed
military roads, and the precarious and contested positions
we have taken up at Apozai and New Chaman. Itis true
that we have assurances owendship and support from
tribesmen whom we enlisted in our service or subsidised on
other pleas, and on whom we profess to rely as on an
irregular frontier guard of our Indian Empire. (Sez Hon.
G. Curzon's Chapter on the N.W. Frontier of India, 1890.)
But Sir L. Griffin, than whom no man has perhaps had
‘more opportunities of judging the Afghdn character, is far
from sharing Mr. Curzon's faith in the affection and trusti-
ness of our Afghdn adherents. *“The Afghdn,” says Sir
L. Griffin in the Fortwightly for January last, * has a very
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tenacious memory for injuries, and he never fails to avenge
them, should an opportunity occur. The Afghéns are
fierce, bloodthirsty, fanatical and Zreackerous.” This judg-
ment is strongly confirmed by the annals of the late war;
and the many injuries inflicted by us in our frontier expedi-
tions, have no doubt remained deeply impressed in the
memory of the frontier tribes, for future settlement.

An element of particular weight in the present con-
juncture is the critical financial position in India, where
retrenchment and additional taxation are declared to be
most urgently needed, and where the situation is furthér
aggravated by the continued decline in the value of silver,
the metal in which the Indian revenue is collected. To
look, in this state of things, to the Indian treasury for the
means of carrying on war, would certainly be the height of
imprudence. .

On the other hand, to remain in our presént situation in
Afghdnistdn and await opportunities for executing the
“forward policy,” while a hostile population surrounds our
isolated garrison at Apozai, and Afghédn forces assemble in
front of our railway terminus at New Chaman, may be
endurable for a short time, but must eventually result in
war.

The name of Lord Roberts has, been mentioned in a
preceding page as that of one of the great authorities who
condemned the policy of 1876, involving the establishment
of British garrisons in Afghdnistdn for meeting an eventual
Russian advance through t country. An impression
prevails in some circles that, whatever opinion General
Roberts may have held regarding that policy at the close of
the late war, his views on the subject have since been
entirely modified. It becomes important, therefore, to
ascertain how far such an impression is well founded, and
what are his lordship’s present views on the subject.

On the eve of his retirement from the command of Her
Majesty’s forces in India, Lord Roberts spoke in eulogistic
terms of the frontier defences in India which have been
constructed of late years. Before considering his remark:
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on the subject, it may be well to bear in mind that the
works officially designated as *“frontier defences” in
Northern India, belong to two distinct classes—namely,
to railways and fortified posts calculated to facilitate the
concentration of troops on our frontier; and to military
roads and railways constructed beyond our frontier, and
adapted®only to the conveyance of troops into Afghdnistdn.
The latter, it will be seen from the following quotations,
arg nat, in Lord Roberts’s opinion, necessary for the pro-
;&ion of India. “These defences,” said his lordship at
Bombay on the 7th April last, “ contract the front open to
an attack in the direction of Afghénistin, secure our frontier
arsenals and are the main line of communications with the
rear ; and, in the event of our being engaged in operations
on a large scale across the border, will furnish advanced
bases for our field army.” . . . “A multiplicity of defences
beypnd a certain point is a source of danger as well as a
sign of weakness and timidity; and I hold that a mobile
and wellyequipped field army is an infinitely more important
factor than the most powerful system of defences.”

Nothing in these passages or in the rest of his lordship’s
speech expresses or implies approval of the policy requiring
‘the settlement of British garrisons in Afgh4nistin, for
fheeting an eventual attack from Russia  That policy,
therefore, remains emphatically condemned in the terms of
General Roberts’s despatch of May 1880, in which he
said :—* The longer and more difficult the line of com-
munication is, the more numgggus and greater the obstacles
whieh Russia would have to overcome; and far from
shortening one mile of the road, I would let the web of
difficulties extend to the very mouth of the Khyber.”

This opinion is confirmed by the last sentences quoted
from the speech at Bombay, and it moreover coincides, in
a remarkable manner, with Earl Grey’s opinion,* “ that by
creating, the means of rapidly moving an overwhelming
force tgzany point of our frontier which may be the object
of attarke we might have an assurance of being able speedily

* Letter published in Zimes, March, 1887.



Ve djghap Llilemma,.

to destroy any hostila ‘force that might be brought against
us; and that, if the money which has been spent in need-
less wars, had, on the ‘t;ontrary. been ﬁsed in making rail-
ways along our frontiers, with two or three fortified posts
where a force could be assembled in readiness to attack an
enemy as soon as he appeared on our borders, perfect
security might have been obtained against any attaclthat
could possibly be made ,on our dominions, either by
Russian troops or by Asiatics assisted and directed by
Russians.”

Since his return home Lord Roberts has spoken on
several public occasions, and his speech at the Mansion
House on the 12th June is remarkable for its significance.
Referring to the organisation of the Indian Army, he said
that the views he had formed during the Afghdn campajgn
had not been materially modified by his more recent ex-
perience as Commander-in-Chief; and his opinion on the
policy best calculated to secure India against Russian
aggression, seems likewise to have remained the samg as it
was in 1880. He accordingly urged that *the first' thing
was to have an efficient army, and the next, to develop a
system of communication for concentrating forces aloag our
frontier.” Of our recent advance into Afghén territory, at
New Chaman, Apozai, Kajuri-Kach-and Bulandkhel, he
refrained from expressing any approval, while his silence
on the very subject whence our present differences with
Abdur-Rahman have chiefly arisen, seems rather to imply
an adverse opinion. Referring g our general policy towards
the Afghdns, his lordship said ‘—“ The object of the
Government of India has been to enter into really cordial
relations with the®uler and people of Afghénistin.” A
similar declaration has been made in various semi-official,
2e. irresponsible organs; but coming from an officer who
was, three months ago, a member of the Government of
India, it cannot fail to cause surprise, when it is remembere
that, only in November last, the insultipg threat ag?z
mentioned was published in the Zimas. Moreovgzﬁﬂw
frontier expeditions have revealed a policy entirely a

5
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variance with the professed desire of maintaining ‘ really
‘cordial relations with the people of Afghdnistdn.”

The practical element in Lord Roberts’s speech appears
in its conpcluding sentences, where. the attention of the
Brizish public is powerfully diawn to the importance of
providing for “the very ¢gusiderable number of soldiers
which would be needed in India, in the.¢vent of a serious
struggle with a civilised Power,” In short, the speech is
an urgent appeal to the patriotism of the British Con-
stituencies to bear additional taxation, in order that the
ever-increasing military expenditure of the Government of
India, which the Indian revenue can no longer defray, may
be borne by the British taxpayer.

We have also received the following letter on the above
subject, so ably dealt with by “ Historicus ”

The advocacy for encroachments in Lord Roberts’s
speech, if any, is so veiled that, if it were pointed out, the
answer of {.ord Roberts might be that he “ advocated the
“-extension of ouy influence among the tribes, not by the
forcible occupation of their territory, but only by measures
of eonciliation and friendliness.” This certainly would show
a change of policy from the one recently pursued of shooting
down the Hunza-Nagyris and the Chilisis, sowing discord
in every direction among, the Afghsin and other tribes, and
constructing by force military roads through their territories.

Nor is it easy to explain our, practically, converting
Chitrél into a British dependency, for that country has, in
point of fact, always been independent, though its late
. ruler, Mihtar Aman-ul-Mulk, formally gffered allegiance to
the Amirin 1874, and paid «n annual tribute to Badakhshan,
which has been admitted by Russia to be a province of
Afghédnistin. Then as regards our supposed right of forcibly
occupying the Amir's territory, no stipulation to that effect
exists between us. Lord Roberts says that the Amir has a
right to demand such action onour part. but, far from demand-
ing it, he opposes it, and the text of the only written engage-
ment existing between him and our Government merely
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telateS #g.the subsidy whiich we pay him. * This'will show
the vigious arguments by which that engagement is now
construed §ato a rigl;%’(gn our part of oécupying the Amir’s
tountry aga'ins} his will. An ékposur€ 6F these tactics woul¢
joccupy considerable space and, might divert public atyér
tion from the  main question, _jamely—iwhegher Igﬁig can
best be dcfendedagainst Ruséﬁn aggression by-par await:
ing her attack on our frontfed, or by our ﬁgﬁtixié‘i@(
enemy amidst the rugged "mogintains and hostile. wibes of
Afghénistdn. Porrtifat. .

It seems to us to be obvious from Lord Roberts’s speech
at the Mansion House that he advises that the tribeg beyond
the Frontier should be put unde¥ our protection, even if they
do not like it, and that we should recruit among them. They
are further to be civilized and enriched; processes which ifi-
volve considerable interference on our part. He also nrgéds
our compelling the Amir to permit the occupation by us of
his northern frontier, though we will not interfere with the
internal administration of his kingdom; in gther, words,
Lord Roberts 1s in favour of all that is in#luded under
“a forward policy.” We quote his 2psissima verba on ghe
subject as reported in the Zzmes of the 13th June.—Ep.”

** When Abdur Rahman was placed upon the throne, an engagement was enterad into
by her Majesty s Government Lo protect Alghanistan against unprovoked foreign aggres-
sion, provided that the Amir was entirely guided by us mn his forewgn relations, Under
this engagement 1t 1s obvious that circumstances might occur which would necessitate oy
aflording his Highness that armed assistance which Ne would be withir his nights s
demanding, and in order that such assistance should be prompt and effective it 15 of the
utmost importance that the population of the cauntries through which and 18 which we
should have to operate should be well-disposed towards us, (C heers) A mountainoas
region nhabited by warlike and independent tribes, numbering, accarding to the ﬁ;
information we have got, not less than 200,000 hghting men, separates the valley of”
Indus from the Afghan iableland, and 1if these tribes were to oppose owr adudinie into
Afghanistan, a large pornon of our all too-small field army would be absorbed in holding
them 1n cheek, and 1p guarding our lines of communication  Although these tribes are
troublesome and fanatical, they dehght 1n military service, make admirable soldiers,

m many cases have shown a devoted attachment to the British officers with whom
have been associated ‘The present policy of the Government of India towards these
tnbes 15 to extend our inflagnce arongst ther without menacmg their independence, andy
trying to crvrlize them and ncrease thewr prosperily, to mduce them to look upon us as
their fnends, who will protect their intere 's and nsure then bemng left 1n undistyrbed
possession of the terntory they occupy. (Cheers.) Asregards Alghanistan, the object of
the Government of India of late years has been to enter into really cordial with
the ruler and people of that country, and to convince Abdur-Rabiman that the maintenance
of an atutude of reserve and 1solation on his part 25 ucompatible usth the fulfilmant of
our engagement with fuom. 1t 1s even more to his advantage than to ogts that#{ghanistan
should be strong and independent, but 1t cannot be either one or the other swathogt our
assistance, an assistance whicl it 1s impossible to render wrthout the Amir's @Jp?-nm‘pn.
I much regret that the proposéd mission to Abdur-Rahman did not take place, =5 ﬁged.
to have been able to satisfy his Highness that, in ‘ading swch pﬂcﬂgaﬂt as might be
Necessary to guard his e fremizer, the Government of Inde no uiention of
interfering in the internal adgumstration of his kangdom.” [The stalics are onrs. ]
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M. PAUL GAULT

ON
RUSSIAN TURKISTAN,

We have received the manuscript of this magnum opus on
Russian Turkistan, the fist chapter of which en the
‘author’s joprney in Khwarezm filled two lengthy and inter-
esting papers in the issues of the Revue des deux Mondgs of
August and September last.+ The remaining unpublished
seven chapters extend over a thousand pages and follow
the traveller through the regions of Tashkand, Samarcand,
Bokhara and Ferghana and are succeeded by a History of the
conquest of the Kirghiz Stappes and of their administration.
They are illustrated by numédrous photographs and drawings.
Their importance consists siot only in a piquant recital of
travels, but also, and mainly, in the author’s account and
opinions of what the Russians significantly call their
“Colony of Tuwkistan.” The work has an immediate
interest to the comparative student of the respective
Russian and. British systems of administration in Asia and,
as M. Gault avoids polttics, its publication could be under-
taken with equal grace by either of the two Governments
as a work of reference whether to the Russian local official
or to the Indian Collector or Settlement Officer. It is
certainly a conscientious study of the judicial admimstra-
tion, the social and religious life, the agriculture, the
commeree and history of the Turkistan ‘“Colony,” truly
SO cahed, 1f “by this term a region is descnbcd in which
the conqueror does not find either the climate or the modes
of cultivation and the economic conditions of the mother-
country.” We will confine ourselves, at present, to trans-
la‘ing some of the passages from M. Gault’s manuscript
and to rendering the general tenor of the author’s
observations.

One immense steppe, in which sedentary and agricul-
tural populations are installed wherever the soil is, or can
be irrigated, surrounded by other steppes traversed by
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E Plus que tout autre pays de I'Extréme Orient, lInde a-
k» pﬂvxlége de passxonnerlEumpe el
* Nulle contrée asiatijue n'a suscité plus de courageuses eut
pmes, nulle n'a plus que I'Inde fait armer des navires & la rechere
 de routes nouvelles, faisant ainsi découvrir des continéents n
‘7 veanx; nulle contrée n'a soulevé plus de jalousies et de rivalitds
* entre ses conquérants ni plus contribué qu elle ne le fit au déwﬂ % "‘.’1
pement de la vieille Europe. :
- Pendant ‘trois siécles la pohthue aux Indes oocupa les chanoel'

-

T
P el

g‘mont sur les Indes anglanes cette attention des pumsanoel
autres événements en avaient momentanément distraite. -
i\ ‘La possession des Indes a fait et défait des nations, appontm%n
qlrb politique de l'Europe des changements considérables et
- mh}aux peuples qui I'ont exercée vxctomeusement I’hégémo_

G’ "‘ponrsassnrer le monopotc dn grand commlmmw
 que ,1 ymethPersecharchéreﬂmvl u




;mﬁunamns vssapect qu 1ls envahiseent la Syrie et I
1 pavent. de Constantinople, bloguant de la sorte
ranes ol les marchands n'osent plus s'aventurer.
ﬁes qui poussalent jadis les r'ufhes trésors de l’Imi ors

te, et leur opulence rap:dement s'effondre avec leur {
 politique, rentrant dans le silence des villes mortes dout’ ’3"&'

‘h«aocepter Easslvement la situation nouvelle. Apré
essayé do renouer par voie de terre les relabxmla a’m.
uelques hardis navigateurs s'offrirent pom‘ 4

* mer ces contt-ées de llnde, sources ﬂe ﬁ'g




5 'redevm : uno, ‘nation in
, Angl«tema avaient dé]i mmf

: 1 Bﬂtter dans la lice. Mais soudain, en 1587,
E&Sﬂht-?hnhppe, navire battant pavillon pm'iugam t
s les pup;ers de bord des rense:gnaments si comhxm

1* ‘ioim&nt { bawseer le prix des épices si consldémblemenfqﬁﬂ \n
% rg était désormais 4 la merci des Pays Bas si su,»b
l'.i

x Indes. Enxanssn avanent & abord essayé ta VO
qui rendit célébre le nom de Barents, mais Pav




: ppe ot emouragés par ia! ées
i leur donna confiance en leur marine, ces né
opdm' enx ausm une Lompagme des. Indes.

h‘ Reine Elisabeth sous le nom de « Governox' and Com-
“merchants of London trading in the Great Indies » au cnpiml
.30,133.6 8 envu-on 800,000 francs '

4 i"Avanf de commencer l'examen des deuz périodes de lhlstmre
amerciale indienne qui, seules, nous occuperont, le point de départ
a situation actuelle, il me faut remplir un devoir de reconnais-
ce. Grace 4 I'appui si obligeant de Sir Francis Plunkett, Envoyé 1
traordinaire et Ministre plénipotentiaire de S. M. Britannique, &
uxelles, on m'a gracieusement ouvert les portes des archives k‘
India Office, une des annexes des Affaires étrangéres de Luudres,
Gaorge Birdwood, l’un de ses dlrecteuvs, a bien voulu m axdeva

haute intervention que je dois les notes inédites et les docu- &
ts officiels de cette étude et ce m'est un devoir bien doux de les.
remercier. Les autres renseignements ont été puisés, pour la plu—
rt* dans I‘Impamal Gazetteer de Hunter et daus les « Records of



dit persoennes veu}envt wgntnm ¥
i&éhsﬂhbun wxmté de 15 personnes, nous appmnnenf

. voyages ‘parce qu ’il fandra beancou pd’ expémences avant que iaoow
* trée ne soit munie de marchandises vendables la, et ¢'est pourqmt‘ :
‘les marchands hollandais furent aussi pour leur meilleur encourl-gr “
gement exemptés de droits tant en exportant qu'en lmponwntg_
(droits de douane et de sortie). »

Le méme registre nous apprend — le monde n’a guére ¢hangé! —
que quelques souscripteurs pris de peur ont refusé de verser let
cote-part, mais y ont été contraints par un ordre de la Reine.

Tous les frais de cette premiére expédition devaient&tre supportés.
en commun et lmtegralxté des bénéfices revenir anx souscripteur

Et dés le premier voyage, la Compagnie ayant été incorporée
en 1600 par la Reine Elisabeth qui lui donna sa premiére charte, les
bénéfices dépassérent 100 p. c. attelgnant prés de 200 p. ¢. & chacun
des onze voyages smvants, le quatriéme excepté.

Le capital exposé dans ces douze voyaves fut de liv. 464,410' Sk
soifparvoyage . . . . . . . o 33,690
! Cagxtal chaque fois représenté en moyenne par

¢+ _des marchandises pour . . . . . . . .liv. 62,411
jola monnaie . .. . . . . . . . . .liv. 188,127 &
el TR ANER L FICP s T 263746-};. ,

in iha pretended voiage to the East-{ndies (the wiche it maie please the Lorde bppc? 2
‘and the somes that they will adventure, ihe xxij septembr 1509, » : }
« ﬂmt Modor ‘of custome be humblie required for all suche govndu as nﬁ .
rei out in 6 viages the rather for that many experiment are to be made before the
Me Lﬂwﬁh ‘marchandize vendible ther, and for that als the Duche
mmeumutm freed for divers yem qune uﬁmm ont-mt ;




,que des. emrepmses rélatwemt ninitnes vantt
Atﬁﬁebde t?t‘éet‘ en Angleie‘rre un cawa,“

‘pour fournir aux vaisseauxen partam l' i
‘marchandises d'échange que la Compagnie ¢
o¢ un gros profit. L'impulsion générale qu'en

: sitnatwn moyanna des clmns




- Ale confort que Ies Em‘opéens croient md:spensabl ot
In vie journaliére des Indiens, tachant d’Améh‘ _

S que jnsta autant qu'il le fallaxt et ne tenta Jamat&
thropie aux dépens d'autrui. Elle ne songa pas
; il des chefs mais fit les plus grands efforts pour se les
mqbles ou tout au moins les neutral:ser quand ils ne eoa n

: »la elarté, lg, précmon et la mlnutm de cos mstr et
wctualité, la dlsciphne et ] énergte avec Ie;quaﬂei

dmt’ampwa aflmt samrcesaa g!’andmi
%’iﬁﬂm« dogm commerce.
et




%gﬁigta n de nos revanns co
lant, est autant notre souci que I'nugmentation de
@M vmgt acc:dents viennent mtermmpre cal'e{ Ci

térét a nous le défendre ».
Hallandms, les Portugats, les Fx'anqa:s, les Dano:s, les Espa—-

’muerre la suprémat&e aux Indes. Mals comme le thlf avec st
r ison remarquer W. W. Hunter, chacune de ces entrepmqas ava!t

] rohe par de malheureuses nécessités de la politique contmsntaia
de la mére-patrie. " - s ‘ 3
Portugais succombérent parce qu'ils entreprirent une tache
1s de leur force: la conquete et la conversion des Indes. = ‘ 3

pnupies A venir, parce que son commerce reposalt sur un mono-
e impossible & maintenir si cen’estau moyen d’armements considé-
et ruineux. Mais ¢’est néanmoins & I'organisation ci ivile et mili~

xhs Hollandals que la COmpagme anglalse emprunta la plupart v K

"M‘

1que de soutien en Europe et par la rivalité personn\‘ile ot de ‘
s de 'deux administrations ou de deux chefs qui, tels La Bom'-

‘cmmé la Campagme @ Ostende, et devanbel!e on me gem\‘
3 m srréter un mstmt Elle a sucoc)mbé e?&st vmif ;



ignage vivant de nos va;l]ants Belges au Congo, o sur ]
ration clairvoyante de notre Souverain, ils préparent « a grea
Bdg:-mn » une plus grande Belgique, amsn que l'exempie de

‘Bn Gompagme ostendaise fut fondée en 1722, et autorisée
17 déoembre, par Lempereur d’ Autnche pour prendre part au pa

' wq:rjaagmes de lEumpe Les Hollandais, les Anglais et surtout les
Frahcaus dont les comptou's de Chandernagor sur l'Hugh éta!ent pll!s

hslonda:se plus d’avantages que ne leur octroyalt la leur, 1ls ne ta‘t\'
déram pas & élever des plaintes nombreuses et & pousser des cla-
mem‘s dont la diplomatie des divers pays intéressés se ﬁtf le

col 3msant écho en Eumpe ;
Eut surtout ainsi quand les pmssances devinérent que les
nségsde Cerles VI, bien conseillé par le prince Eugéne, n étmem

iume ou Trieste.
lle flotte, rendant l’empn'e mdépendant des Pays-Bﬂ

'yqu mp’ormt en ém les ports de la Baltiqu
flotte, il failiait & tout prix




