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b~t more plentifulJ,be'prinkled than to-oday witll Englisn gentlemen, of tll at 
inc~8ing education with its attendant results whioh have now taken definite 
.baPs in the ooncrete entity of our National Congrebs. (Loud oheer~.) 1 have 
seen a Governor in the chair. (Cheers.) ltru&t we may all live to see relred
tion of suoh a phenomenon. (Laughter.) h the times of which I sJ>!mk 
the Europeans of Ma.dras seem to me' to have been possess~ of greater 
honesty in the expression of their opinions than at'e thdir sncce:ssors of 

to-day. (Cheers.) 

I am before you to-night, at the invitation of the Standing Committeo 
of (iur Oongress, aud I am grieved to see that our worthy co-laborer, Sir 
l:'l.adhava Rao, has made himself conspicuous by his absence on this oocasiun 

(laughter and cheers) to give you some account of what I was enabled to do 
on yonr behalf in England in conjunotion with Mr. DJ.oahbai Nowroji 

and Mr. Bonnerji. It was quite by accident that we three happened t() 
be simultaneously in T.JOndon. An accitieut whioh I think we contrived to 

turn to happy account on behalf of India. (Cheers.) I wish you to re
eoneet the circumstances unde: which I ventured while at home to state 
yonI' case to the public. On my arrival in London, 1 tound awalt'ng me a 
Dumber of letters frOID various Standing Committees throughout Ir·dia, all 
of which asked me to avail myself of my viSIt to try and make the people 
in England understand something of the conditions under which the people 
of India live; to endeavour, by a statement of the truth, to clear away the 
mists of ignorance which in England enshrond all things Indian; and to 

attempt by an explanation of the ends at which we aim, and of the moons 

which we hli1'6 adopted, to arouse 011 behalf of those who live and labor here 
lOme sentiment of compassion and some promise of redress. (Loud cheers.) 

That was the -miasion entrusted to me. And I accepted it. I never pre
tended to represent a Congress which was non est. (Laughter.) 1 never 
posed as the month-piece of millions. ~ (Laughter.) I did no more than I 
'Was ~ld to do. I did no less. I was asked to tell my countryroen of the 
d~advantages under whiob you labor, of the political system under which 

,.ou~ energies &fe cram}Jed and your legitimate ambitions curtailed and 
'1tolihered. I was not asked to convey this instzuotion as the aocredited agent 
of the Congress, but as an ordinarily intelligent ~nglishman who, living 

among yo'll, has had opportunities for perdonal observation, and who S) m
pathising with the great awakeuing of thought and sentiment which even 
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in its- inran<~y reve::l.18 to aU well-balanced intel1igen9e.s,~e most hopofllt. 
promise of union of culture and of reform (cheers) is filled with an in~· 
anxiety that that awakening should be under loyal and honest control, anll 
should result not only to the benefit of India, but in a closer and mote 
sympathetic accepbnee of the rule of England. (Oheers.) It is for you fi() 
say whether I have done well. It is for you to express approval of my acts. 
The judgment of the Congress is free to act as it elects. I have not pledged. 
I have not hampered it. The C)ngress iq not bound by any act of mine I~ 
may repudiate me, it may disavow my action. But I shall, indeed, have 
misread the indications of popular opinion, I shall, indeed, have misjudged 
the public wants if I do not find consolation for gross personal abuse 
and thE' most malicious miqpresentation of motive, in thE' belief that the 
education and intelligence of Native India Will unanimously ratify and 
approve my co-operation on its beha.lf. (Loud cheers.) I thank you for 
those cheers In London, as I have said, I met Mr. N owroji and Mr. 
Bonnerji F~w of the sons of India are better educlted in the best sense 
of that term than your able and charming fellow-countrymen, once Standing 
CO'msel to the Government of India. (Cheers) I know no one of a 
keener intellect, of a gentler, sweeter disposition. (Cheers.) I know nC 
'me who is more fitted tha.n Mr Bcmnerji to take rank, to 1>& re
cognized, and to be o.mong<;t the highest and most cultiva.ted leaders Dr 
your great national movement (Cheers.) He is rich not merely in gifts 
of bra.in which enable him to hold his own in the polished circles of Eng
lish society. He is ril'h in gifts of heart (cheE'rs) and in all those thousand .. 
and-one little characteristics which go to make up the sum tota.l of a true 
gentleman (Loud cheers) Ou your beh.llf' he ha.'! made sacrifices which 
entitle him to your gra.titude. He has devoted time, a.nd labor, and energy, 
and talent to your ca.use. (Cheers) All the earuest~ess of a deep and 
sympathetic native he has placed at your disposal. (Cheers.) Above all, 
he ha..'! liberally opened his purse-sJirings to your call. (Cheers.) Such a 
man is worthy of your highest honor. U uder such a man I am proud io serve. 
(Loud cheers.) I will say little llil to Mr. N owroji, for the simple .reason 
that the name and character of that veteran champion of India's rights 
speak for themselves (cheers), a.nd comma.nd the a.ttention a.nd respect they 

80 well deserve. (Cheers) He is an old andjtrained gladiator in a service 
in which Mr. Bvnnerji ani I are comparatively recruits. (Cbeers.) Surely 
it was a happy ('hance that permitted Calcutta, Bomba.y a.lfl Madry to 
be repre'lented in London I Whatever ma.y be said or ourselves, the sister 



( 4 

Presidences, a~ leaat, need feel no shame for the men who, in their behoof, 
have put their spears in rest. (Oheers.) Mr. B..mnerji, I found, had been 
in his own modest fashion (laughter) quietly lahoring to diffu&c something 
of hie own knowledge of Indian affairs. On my arrival this q lliet propa
gandiem changed its character. I suppo~ I am more combustible (laugh
ter), more full of gunpowder, and "go off" more easily (Ia.ughter), but I 
managed to drag Mr. Bonncrji from the mild amusemE'nt of his rural 
lectures into the fiercer glare of a public platform. (Laughter and cheers.) 
4nd I think. you owe me some gratitude for that feat. (L:lughter.) It is not 
everybody who goes home who ca.n secure an audience. But we were able 
to get that initial introduction, after which the success of a ca.use de
pends chiefly upon its inherent virtues and the merit of its advocates. 
Now, I see it stated as matter for reproach, that we have allied ourselves 

: with the Liberal, if not the Radical party. That Msociation has been in 
some quarters condemned. It has been said that India and lndian 
questions ought to be treated on the broad llnited policy of both parties, 
Liberal and Conservative, and should not be dragged into the arena of a 
purely party-question. Gentlemen, there is great cffica.)y ill that ., ought." 
The criticism is admirable in the way of theory. Bll\' try tel Fnt it into 
practice. Go home, a.nd endeavour for ourselves to appeal to both sides of 
tbe House of Commons to showa.n equal interest ill Indian reform, and then 

I come back and tell me the mei:losure of your snccoss. I agree th,)rout~hly 
in the proposition that India should not be made a party (l'le,twlI; .Ifld 

I trust that when our wants have been 'Ventilated, and nur ]H ·titi 'Ii kll 'iwTl, 
Englishmen as Englishmen, irrespective of pJ.rty po]itic~, will 1IJlite to 
give us sOple sensible quantum 'of relief. (Cheers) But the !)r ,b1cm is, 
how to reach the grea.t mass of the people, who really cOlltrol both parties. 
And I, within the period of my stay in England, saw !Jot th(' ftillh'st 
symftom in the Conservative party of taking allY iuterest ill' {,,(li .11 t1. l t ,irs, 
nor any desire to make itself aeq uaintcd with the llhilosf)phy "f thf' lfl ,y 

ment, which shrewder heads than mine view with all the il,terpot ,l', 
political Renai8sance. I would as gladly have spoken on a C. oIservative 
as on a Liberal platform. I will take, and be grJ.teful fur, a-;"i'lbllco from 
any party. (Laughter.) Concession will be jlnt Il.'\ sweet to you whether 
it cOlLes from the Libera.l or from the Conservative camp. But whatever 
~ reason, though we ha.d plenty of iuvit.ltillm; from LiberJ.l Clubs, no 
Collllf'9'ative 'manifested the faintest desire to become acq lUl.inted with 
tbe wonderul problem, tha.t is working itself out in Indi:\. We were, 
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therefore, driven to the Liberals. I do not say this by way of apology, 
but only by way of lexplanation. For I am Libera.l myself: rIOt like Sir 
Auckland Oolvin in the official camp, whatE'\"er th,lt 1m)' menn (hnghter,) 

but a. Libera.l who, unlike thlt di"tillg\li~h"d 8J.tnp tru"t~ Lho lJeopie 
(cheers), whose gradual emancip'ltioll hp atlll:t" to ('ontemplate with 
satisfuctinn (cheers), and who not only sees no da.ngpr in permitting popular 
opinion to have itt! dne weight in the Legislative Councils of this Empire 
(cheers), but regards, it" Illtr()rlnction a.s an additional pledge for the 
continuity of English supremacy in India, «('beers), and its denial or delay 
as a refutation of the prineiples which the Liberal party avow; a.s a distinct 
violation of promises made by Queen and Parliament at home (cheers) ; and 
as the most pressing proof of the inability of the officials in this country to 
keep pace with the strides of growing thollght and civilizatIOn, and to sub
ordinate the interests of their service to the ever-increasillg requirements of 
the country. (I,oud cheers.) I am not asbamed, therefore, of tbe help 
"hick the Liberals of England are giving to the Liberals of India. But it 
is right that you should know how and why our connection has been bl'ought 
about, (Hear, hear.) We have been twitted by Couservatives with drag
ging India into party polemics, 'Who first dethroned India from her pedes
~a.1 of a National question? Why, the Oonservative party themselves. 
(Cheore;) Alld the person primarily responsible for this was Lord Ra.ndolph 
Churchill-a poiltlCi<ln whose talellt-; at this moment are obscured by a 
httle cloud (L1ughter). That verb ~tile combination of democrat and 
'1 ry (lUll ghter) fimlly br(Jkp down the barriers which fhlCed India from party 
a,~aIlJt whCl, he lIltrndllced into the H'lUse of Commons as Secretary of 
"-t tte for IwiiJ, the filJalicial .,tJ.tt..lUelit fclr 18S4!-8.'i aud the estimate for 
1 \8>-HG AIllI tim is how the Satu1'da,¥ Review, one of the orga.ns of that 
]I~rty which a"sert'~ itself to monopolize all the honesty, all the purity, and 
III the' ability of polItical life (la4ghter) comments upon Lord Randolph's 

'1 'n: .. It is we know the fashion of Indian administrJ.tort> to insist on the 
, \, r.uwe of Indian administrations from questions of party politics. . , 
. . . , , N uw tha.t the pressure of cdnstituencies is exerted before a.ny 
qnettion receive" ooe consideration in the House" mark well that sentence, 
gelltlemen, and ask yourselves whethbT it does not jw-,tify the lines upon 
which we are pushing J uur claIms ill England-" It is more than a.II re. 
qui"ite that India should be bruught into the arena of party politics. 
"Lord RJ.udolph Churchill was j)erfectly right in importing into his financi~l , 
statement party and somewhat IlCrson~l arguments." Let us hear no more 
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~9m th~ Pllfty of extreme f!elt'-righteousnes!\ of the nnpropriety ot makIng 
India a party question. Let it be quite clear th!:lt I do nOl desire to do this. 
But also let it be equally clear that we will not refuse help from the 
Liberals and wait till the ConservBtiveR are prepare~ to assist us, any more 
than we will allow matters of instant reform in India to be postponed till 
Mr. Beck shall have taught Sir Syed Ahmed to talk senhe a.nd the R'lojah of 

Bhinga to write It. (Loud laughter and cheers.) 0 lee our action was 

decided upon, the only difficulty wa!o where to begin. We rereiv(>d many 
ir.vitations to speak, and we finally opened the ball in Leicestershire. 
It was no fault of ours that we opened on So Liberal platfonn. We 
were most hospitably received by Mr. Ellis, a staunch Li.bera.l, a .J ustice 

of tho Pe3.ce, and cousin to the gentleman of the same name who sits 
in Parliament. Mr. B onnerji Ilond [were made free of Mr. Ellis's 
beautiful old house, and I WM glad to see t.h·,t English gentle

men in England extend to Native geu,tJemen of Illdia a cl)urtE*lY and a 
h )spitality which i'i denied here. (bheers.) I have never been able 
to undl.'rstand why w'e prdCtice a different method in England in our treat
ment of Native gentlemen to that which we practice here. At home, Mr. 
Bonnerji, who is a gentleman. was treated as such \Uheers.) In India 
we treat him and others like him as if they were leprous. (Laughter) 
B,lt neither Mr. Ellis at Leicester, nor Dr. Spcncer-Wat'lon at Newcastle, 
were depressed by any idea that Mr. B mnerji should be shut out from com

munion with themselves or the ladies of their family. (Cheers) And it was 
delightful to me to note how, like a moral tonic, the courtesies of gentle 
lif" imfigorated the constitution of my kind and dear friend, Mr. BonnE'rji. 
(C~eers.) I WL'Ih, with ali my heart, we could see a similar experience in 
India. (Cheers.) It wa..-" I admit, a nO'l'81 sensati()n to me to speak, at a 
meeting convened for Mr. Logan, the Liberal candidate for the first time, 

to an audience, who, uuIike yourselves, posses&ed the great power of a vote. 
They were struck by the statement that not ~he poorest, humblest amoni 

t~~mselves, but possessed in the mighty engine of the ballot, a. more direct 
influence tl~he destinies of 250 millions of people in India than any 
of the people themselve'l, who send such an enormous annual contribution 
to England, -or than I who live and Ia.bor here. (Cheers.) We were greeted 
taere with killdly cheers; cheers which venture to place this interpretation 
upon that they meant more than the hospitable w~Jcome of a host to hL~ 

guest: that they meant that the intelligence of your condition was a. revolu

tion for the first time of a state of things never before believed to exist; 
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that they mealJt that the peopre of England will not turn a deaf ear to 
your just and temperate appeal for help. (Cheers.) The applause we 
elicited was the applaUlle that comes from pity and conviction: pity that 
we have no share in the framing of our own laws, no voice 'in the adjust-, 
ment of our own taxation: conviction tha.t such- a st~te.f things is 8; 

standing reproach to the grea.t nation, whOM divine mission it is in all her 
territories to lift her people from a condition of serfdom into a oondition of 
freedom' (cheers) : conviction that the time hM come when reform must 
~wecp away some of the old land-marks of prejudice, of selfishness and or 
ignorance. (Cheers.) I had always prophesied to you that you bad but) 
to tell the truth to the men of England to feel certain of a generous 
response. My prophecy ha~ been more than vindicated even already by the 
interest displayed by those to whom we have gone for help, by the resolu", 
tions of symJ?athy whlCh we have been commissioned to impart to you. 
(Cheers.) .. 

From Leicester we wont to Newc3.stle, and if we were pleased with 
Leicester, wlire enraptured with Newcastle. I revelled in the sensation of 
unrestrirted liberty which contact with Newcastle gives, Nowcastle the 
great city which is proud to own as it'l represent:ltive the Right Honorable 
John Moorly. The occasion thero wa'l the anniver::.ary of Dr. and Mrs. 
Spencer-Watson's Silver wedding, a.nd it would have done you good as it 
dId me good to look upon the keen faces and stalwart frames of these 
children of the N or':h. Thereupon the smooth expanse of a lovely Eng
lish lawn, surrounded by an andience oatholic enough to conbin the 
.Rector and the quarry-m~n, we tried to explain what it was you asked and 
why you asked it. .!.mid th,.lse who spoke was "the H.ector, who pushed 
home this IlI1~nswerable argument ; that not only should England be prOlld 
tha.t India was so fast assimilating those elemellt:lry prinoiples of freedom 
which had made England what she was, but that there would be room for 
dismay and regret if after so long a counection between the two countries 
tt. e pupil h",d learnt absolutely nothing frum the master (cheers.) That is 
the wholosome view of the situation. Wha.t, I ask, has oU!' , Church d'one 
here? What Q().vice, what symp~thy wh~t g uidanoe have we received front 
the numerous chaplains in the Government service? N one, absolutely 
lI~D~: But we hwe r~eived support, suggestion, sym}lathy and friendly 
cntlcIsm to their eterlltl.1 hOllO ·lf be It saId-from other preachers of the 
GJSpel who, ml)re varticular:y III India, h3.\ e enormous opportullitie&, and, 
t.u ~l·cf\)re, enormous re"polUt,ibilitics of educt\tinz the messes in the fund~ 
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mental truths of g~ governm3nt (cheers). 'We must be eYer grateful to 
the Missionaries, and to those others who ~re none the le'lS good that they 
bold no offioe in the State, for lending us their energies rightly to direct the 
budding aspira.tions of the people (cheers). There is room for reflection in 
the fact tha.t just a.s . N on'"Ooni'ormity is one of the strong-holds of Liberalism 
in Engla.nd, so even in Ir.dia we must look for support uf a peoples' ca.Ube 
outside the narrow limits of our official Church (cMcn ). Do you W::'lIt 
stronger evidence of the contracting in'1luence of ;:,tJ.te ~f)rvioe? (Cheers). 
The official world of India. may do what it likes and can to arrest the 
development of popular principles, it m'lY employ combination to thwart 
our aims, orcome forward in the sha.pe of a living Lieut':lnant-GIlverllor to 
snOOt' at our requests (cheers). But England has, lOllg ag'(} , recognized that 
her hold upon India can only be justi6ed by the moral good she does hf'r 
subjects here: and I think you will find that she \\rill agree with you th\t 
it is not moral tha.t solemn promises !;olemnly m~d€ by Queen and Pa.rliJ,
ment should 'be broken, and in the la.nguage of L )rd L) tton the people 
should be delibera.tely to cheated" of their h 'pee;, alld that it is not good 
either for themselves or for the people th"t about a thou~and or fewer, 
English gentlemen shcmld rule 200 milliunc; of people witluut being 
called Ilpon to render account for anything they do or sa.y (cheers). 

I will not go over our speeches in England. But I will tell you shortly 
the principles on which we agreed to speak. By concert we worked on 
certain broad intelligible lines. Those lines were to insure the iutert'Gt of 
the English people by procb.iming four salient points First: that the 
sy.:.tem under which I q1.'l0ted the high authority of Sir Auckland Colvi:l 
himself, whose memory is a, little treacherous, 1 fear, or he would scarcely 
have &tt8oCked Mr. Hume as he did on that point (laughter). It. is true that 
sif" Auckland qualifies his description with the word "benevolent." That 
is a question of opinion. The fact of the despotism remains (cheers), I 
make Sir Auckla.nd a present of his adjective (langhter). Secondly, that 
the Government was grossly extravagant: thirdly th ,\t the people were 
terri'bly poor: fourthly that the .J udicial system required radi(,'ll change, 
(cheers). We, your friends in England, gladly and gratefully admitted on 
your behalf and our own that the connection between the two countries 
wa.s one that India is proud of and wishes ever to ret.lin (cheers). We 

.,edmltted the great boons, the ilJlJumerable benefits which Englisb rule had 
conferred in, India (cheers). We pointed to all the material advantages of 
railways and canal to the p )stal and the tel9irapaic systems; Ilo tw 
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security tor life and pro pert, : to the lVondertul facilities £.r education, 
wonderfully availed of. AU this and more we' recognized with thanks. 
And we pointed,put this as the reason why England should not now~refuae 
the boon so long expected, arrest the work so long carried on (cheers). 
Here, in India, for rea&ons that I cannot understand, we are . traduced as 
treasonable, (laugMJier). In England We were praised for our modera.tion 
(laughter). Wherever we went we repeated the same assuranoe that the 
gratitude of the peoples of India to England assumed' a very practioal tur~ 
inasmuch as they wIOre the most loyal people on the face of God's earth 
(loud cheeTs), sening with a loyalty not of insincere lip-service, but with a 
loyalty which had regard for principles, not persons, and, therefore, out
la.sting the lives of kings (loud cheers). It may be, you have not the loyalty 
which Sir Auckland Colvin demands, a homage which seems in his opillio~ 
to be coterminous with your admiration of the order to which he belongs 
(laughter and cheers). I trust YIJU never. will ha.ve that, (cheers) even 
th,mgh you incur the wrath ar.d displeasure of a potentate so powerful as 
a LieLltenant-Goverllor (cheers). I have never heard the Queen's name 
lllOTl ti~med without a touchiug exhibition of respect (loud cheers ). You 
are right to reverence the name of a good 'tpd pure lady who through II 
long and useful life has strictly adhered to the principles of that great 
Constitution of whi,~h she herself is the great Head (cheers). But behind 
your obeisance to the woman, there is your appreciation of those grand and 
glorious principles by her rigid adherence to which England ranks first in 
the I01Jg li:;t of the nations of the wurld (cheers). Of thol:le principles fixed 
aud immut:\bJe which survive the death of ages, you are and ever will be, 
const:~ut di~ciples, aud yourlloyalty to England will be imperishable, because . 
her SWilY is based on imperishable m:J.terials (loud cheers). That is true 
I\)yalty. Aud that yo. hwe (cheers). Were we Mt right in stating the stri~t 
truth that enormous contributions are levied upon the unfortunate ryot. 
upon whom, poor as he is, has now fallen the iniquitous increase in that 
most i.niIJ uitous tax-the Salt Tax (cheer£' ). We arc taunted with having 
alleged misrule. I repea.t the charge (cheers). I say we are misruled, (che~rs) 
allU shall continue to be misruled till we a.l'e invested with the right to 
criticize thQ budget, (cheers) and with the right to speak with authority 
(clulers.) I do not say-I never have said-'~Jhat the Government sit down with 
the intention delibera.tely, to misrule us. I am aware that;we are governed by 
men of high charac~r. It w04ld Tl~quire the assumption of another Rajah 
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of Bhinga to advance 80 foolish a statement (laughter). But none the 
less d~ the Government of this country see things going on which they 

do not att6l1lpt to check, and they are as mora.lly liable as th()tlgh they had 
initiated each misdeed (cheers). Enormous sums of ml)ney are lavished 

upon the demarcation of a frontier which Sf) scientfiic that is ne one CUoil find 

it, (laughter) while the increasing annual deficit can only be met by 
increasing a hateful tax, (cheers). Is tha.t misrule. or is i\i not? A s~ci<l,l 
tribule is levied from the people as an insurance w:foSted UP,)Il war. (Shame, 
shame). Is that misrule? (Cheers). Upon a. pretext that will not boar 

investigation, a fresh annexation is carried out in Burmah, against tha 

outcry of intelligent India. Is that misrule or is it not 1 (Cheers.) I 
will waste flO further time in proving what every one admits except the 
bovernment. If no one else will reply to S11' Auckland Colvin, I will. 

And though I do not wield the polished pen with which Sir Auckland 
excites the homage of II Patriotic Leader-lets" (laughter) nor possess that 

marvellous repertoire of " crushing" argument and scathing logic, which 
has put the whole Patriotic press in a frenzy of loud-tongued admira.tion. I 
have a few questions to put, to which I should like plain replies, (cheer3)' 
I like specific instances, with definite que::.tions and definite answers. It is 
a. cruel method possibly (laughter) and its application may be rese,lted by 

those who admit that a cat may look at a. king, but deny that anyone 
ma.y question a Lieutenant-Governor e1l.cept a Rajah or a Knight 

(laughter). But it has its use, and is a $ound, of a disgustingly legal way 
of looking at a matter (la.ughter). I havtl a word to say, in passing, about 
Sir Auckla.nd Colvin's letter, which I will say here. There is one pa.ssage 

in it which makos me deeply regret its publica.tion. It is, to put it ruiIdy, 
'i-emarkable that a gentleman holding the high position with all its 
attendant responsibilit.ies of a Lieutenant-Governor, should have thought 
fit to proclaim aloud that the Government might check that liberty of 
organiza.tion which the Congress party have hitherto enjoyed (loud cheers). 
I would strongly recommend-this is not a threat but a warnfng-Sir 
Aumtland Colvin not to make the attempt (loud cheers). Illdido has pro

g~sscd since the days when such a threat wovld terrify (lond cheers). 
Jts pronunciation only shews me how right was the estimate of the 
Government which was made by those whose prudence on your behalf has 

'Prepared them for any such a. contingency (cheers.) We h!love laid a tra.in 
of gunpowder at home which will explod\l if we tele6rJ.yh the newt'th.1t 
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the authorities here are Attempting to suppress the right of public meetin, 
(ehoers). And if6ir Auokland makes the vain attempt, he will o.ooeleratG 
the severance of his own and his service'll connection with the further 
administration ot: thi8 Empire (loud cheers). If Sir ..A.uckland it watching 
us, we also are watching him (cheers). And though We do not shrink 
from it (cheers). We sha.ll go on as we have begun, temperately constitu .. 
tion8011y, loyally; and if t.t. strained relation spring into existence between 
Tulers a.nd ruled, we sha.ll know where chiefly to lay the blame (cheers). 
Ifin Hngland there be one man who more than another has bra.vely fought 
out and won the long fight for freedom of thought amI speech; for liberty 
of action and expression; for toleration of opinion, and the right to meet 
and discuss great public questions: if.there be among ma.ny giants one 
giant greater than the rest in his marvellous capacity of reaching the hearts 
of the Fnglish people who pay him th61 tribute of their affection and 
admiration because they are personally arlquainted with the persecution 
heroically endured for conscience-sake: if there be a man who by the 
perCect purity of his private life-so fat as perfect purity oan obtain in this 
world-defied the most 1)CUrrilolls of his assailauts to lay his finger on one 
spot that need bring a blush to the forehead of an honest m~n : if there be 
an orator who can movtJ the rough but kindly sympathy of the huge mass 
of working men ill England: if there be one to whom you can turn as to a 
friend for assistance, for guidance, and may be for protection-if there be 
such a lll.an I 'lay, then '>uch a man we have found in Charles Bradlaugh. 
[M.r. Norton a:lod to stop for some little time because of the vociforous and 
continued cheering). Aye, my friend!!, you m!U' well cheer. For Charles 
Bradlaugh is one of the men of the age whose name hls been written on 
the pages of his country's history (chef<rs) and whose reputation will 
remain a sacred memory in m~ny an Englishma.n's home for centuries after 

his little world has forgotten all about Sir Auckland Culvin (L::md cheers). 
If there is to be a. fight, I know which. hero I should like upon my side 
(cheers). Call Charles Bradlaugh wh'l.t name you like, Atheist, Sooi,flist, 
Malthusian. You cannot rob him of the glory which is that man's d;ue, 
who by the foroe of his o.wn great character has worked his way up from 
the. humblest ranks of life till he stand" and sees his reward for years of 
sacrifice and persecution written in indelible characters uppn the statute
book of England (Loud cheers.) Only the o'iher day he closed a speech 
a.t N ottingha.m, on Indian iteform with a sentence which epitomises the 
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history of his career: t/ I ha.ve put my ha.nd to this plough, and I will 
'break either wood or steel, or else J ,rill drive it through." That is the 
class of man we need, (cheers). One who will not easil)! ta.ke up a cause, 
nor having taken one up, easily abattdon lit (cheers). Choose for yourself. 
The selection only is ours. The ratificatIOn lies with y()u. Will you have 
him? [Loud cheers and cries of yes, yes.] 

Well, gentleman, you all know that aoftet Newcastle, there was a. great 
and splendid meeting at Northampton, the reports of which you have all 
read. Though I could not afford much time for other meetings, Mr. Bon
nerjee, who is qualifying for a vote at Croydon so as to " he'ckle" the sitting 
member Mr. Sidney Herbert on Indian questions (laughter), made a tour 
through Lincolnshire in company with Dr. Aubrey, the Liberal candidate 
at the next election. Everywhere Mr. Bonnerjee repeatini the same simple 
facts met with the same generous reception (cheers). He even faced the 
ladies (laughter). You may imagine how bold Mr. BJnnerjoe has become 
(laughter). When I first went home, he used to ill 'list at the tnefltings that 
as r was his" junior" I should open the pJeadjngs (laughter). Before I 
had left Mr. Bonnerjee dared what I could not da.re (laughter), aud spoke 
to Ladies' Association, (laughter). At all times a lady is a for·l1idable 
critic. But a whole bevy of intellectual ladies leaves a man little mote to 
hope for but extinction (laughter). Even from them we obtained a (.ordial 
promise of support: and you may guess hvw the bir sex will Hse their 
artifices on behalf of poor old India (laughter). 

1 canllot conclude without mention of Mr. Digby, (loud cheers). He 
has worked indefatigably fOl' you, (eheers). Without his help we COuld 
have done very little. But htl threw a wonderful ellthusiasm into our cause, 
a name I must ask Sir Auckland Colvin's pardon for using in connection 
with ourselves (laughter). He worked hard and deserves your warmest 
thanks (cheers). He deserves more. He deserves your Imoney, (laughter 
and cheers) and mine (laughter) .. And he must have it. To my poor 
services or to Mr. Bonnerjee's you are entitled free. We give them you for 
whatever they may be worth with all our best wiiihes (cheers). But Mr. 
Digby has to make his bread, and you cannot· e"'{poct him to work for 
nO\ihing. We have estimated that we shall need £1,000 a year for salary, 
printing, post~e, hiring of ha.Ils, and so 011. Surely the patriotism of 
United India is sufficiently great to raise 15,000 rupees a year. (Cheers). 
We must all give. (Cheers). All determine to keep our agency working. 
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(Cheers). All join to sustain the cou~ otinMt,l'Uction to the' English people 
which we ha.ve already inaugurated. Be true, be unselfish. We shall win 

if we persevere; ana we cannot persevere without money. I plead to you 
for yourselves. (Cheers). You will get no redress out here, (cheers). You must 
look to Endland. (Cheerll). More than ever now should ylm be U11ited and 
alert. There are douds gathering around you. There are d:mgers ahead. Sit' 
Auckla.nd Colvin is the worst. But you have to encounter the fury of the 
PatrIOt gang who I feel assured will not. scruple to attack you in every 
way, both legitimate and the reverse. (Cheers). We have not at our command 
an inexhaustible exchequer like Patriots, laughter. We have no Nizam 
whom we can milch, (laughter). Nor are we fortunate enough to own an 
Abdul Huk, (loud l!mghter) whose breach of trust we could compound by 
the acceptance of a nuzzer (loud laughter). Such is a glimpse of the 
morality of some of those arrayed against us. (Cheers). Wit must combine, 
and trust to our own good charactcr and capabilities of self-sacrifice to beat 
down the storm of opposition. (Cheers). Do not be dismayed by the rancout' 
of the epithets that are hurled at us. Ahuse is not argument, nor threats 
logic. (Cheers). The more ungovernable the patriots get the more calm and 
qlliet must be our front (Cheers). I hail the filth that is so freely showered 
upon us as indications of ()lIr opponents' weakness. (Cheers). If we were 

not so plentifully abused, we shollld not be half as well advertised as we 
are. (Laughter). Therefore take heart from the array of illiterate knights 
and R~ah" (laughter) who atone for their defective education by the 
violence of their expletives. (Laughter). We will meet them with a cheery 
face, and following the hint in Sir Auckland Clollvin's letter, we will recom-

mend the other side to devote to self-culture and acquisition of knowledge, 
some portion-not all, for then we should be deprived of our advertise
ment (laughter) of that time which they now "devote to be composition, 
by vicarious means. (Laughter) of monuments of astounding English. 
,Loud laugher). The, alliance between Sir Auckland and the Rajahs cannot 
last. It is an unholy alliance. (Cheers). Can Liberalism, even if otBcial, 
flourish side by side with sentiments such as those which move a Bh\nga 
or u. Syed Hossain? (Cheers). For the moment the array is imposing, apd 
of course, the union possesses great c,apacity for mischief (laughte~, 
finally, Mr. Je~kil1s in the Overland Mail is entreating the Patriot.s to 

open an ageooy ir. England to counteract the rising tide in our favour. 
This is another rea.son why we muat put our agency on a. finn pecuniary 
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ba..~ to meet and refute &It th~ falsehood WhICh will inevitably be let 
loose upon us. [Oheers]. At first sight the forces against us look very 
imposing. If you a.bstain from a.ction they may acqllire a. fllrce they do 
not now pOMeSS. But if yon are prudent yqu can face the pr<>sent with 

absolute confidence a.nd to look to a. future where lo11r sun will not 00 
obsc ured. 

Well roars the storm to tb:>se that hear 
A louder voice across the storm, 

Proclaiming social truth shall spread, 
And justice win, tho' thrice again, 

The red, fool fury of the Seine 
Should till her barricad&B with dead. 

[Lolld and long continued cheers.] 

THE TRIPLICANE LITERARY SOCIETY'S RECEPTION. 

A public meeting was held on 24th November J 888, in Pacheappah'B Hall, at 5-3t, 
for the reception of Mr. K. Norton by the member~ of the TripIicane Literary Society, 
with Raja Kiln Row, ex-Member of Council, in the Ohair. Mr. Eardley Norton said :-

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,-To meet any assembly of my 

native friends always gives me pleasure. To meet the Triplicane Lit-erary 

Society peculiar pleasnre. For it was under your auspices that I delivered 

myself of my first public utteran('e [cheers],· and I take it that yon claim 

a Rort of vested interest in myself and my sayings. [Laughter.] U nqnes~ 
tionably you assnme a very serious responsibility, (Laughter.] But if 
you al'e not ashamed, I am not afraid [laughter] and I trust our partner. 

ship may long endnre to tho mutual good will and benf'fit of both [Oheer~,] 
There is a peculiar appropriateness in the chair being taken to-night by my 
good friend Raja Rama .Ral). For he first imbibed his legal knowledge 

in my father's chambers, and it is right and graceful that he who learnt 
from the father should impart to the son. [Cheers.] I am grateful for 

the protection of his name, for the advantages which I derive from his older 
head and wider experience. I rejoice in seeing the chair filled by a law
yer [Laughter.] To me it seems in keeping with the fitness of things that 
0119 of my own profession should in India, as so often elsewhere, take the 

lead in matters of all reform which are associatod with the liberties of the 
people. [Cheers,] I welcome Rnjah Rama Rao on his return to so 

congenial an atmosphere. [Cheers.] We want all the men of knowledge 
and of influence, all the mlln of enlightenment and progress. The people 
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should be led by one of the· people {Cheers:] and Rajah Rarna Rao i. 
more ill his proper element presiding over popular assemblies of his fe11o"'"l 
countrymen, 8o.d lending them the weight of bis long intimacy witu the 
affairs of the world, than in parp.oipattog in the deliberations or a seau. 
which is deliberative only in name. [Laughter.] If Imuy be allowed to 
say so, our Chairman, dudng his term of office, absented himself from oar 
public metltings under a misapprehension both of his own obligation. to 

ourselves, and of the view which the Government might take of his parti
cipation in our labours, [Oheers.] I say misapprehension; for WAateTer 

may have been the opinions of the late Governor who. we are aU agreed, 

left this country fOl' this country's good, [Laughter and cheers] 1 !'eel 

quite certain that the present administration would not desire that promo
tion into the Legislat,ive Council should be interpr.t~d as fixing ~he limit 

of a gentleman's ut.ility to his country, [Cheers]. 1 have no desire to flat
tar, I am not speaking for office. [Laughter.) It would be uselea. if I 

were: for I am told no one who is not a native reads what I say. [Laugh

ter]. Again: there is no office for which I can speak. [Laughter.] Yon will 
not, therefore, accuse me of interested motives if I say I have noticed, 

with deep gratitude, a distinct departure for the better in m!lny public mat
ters in tl:.at period of time during which we have heen ruled by His Ex
cellency Lord Connemara l Cllflers.] And I think you too should be 
grateful. [Cheers.] I will only quote one instance as an illustration. I 

congratulate the Government and their nominee on the selection for the 

Government Pleaders!Iip of our well-known friend, Mr. Subramania 

lyer. [Cheers.] Gratifying as that selectiou must be personally to Mr. 
Subramania Iyer-and if you wish to learn .Low It Public Prosecutor 

should discharge his duties impartially to the Crown and pri!!onl'r alike, 
go and listen to our friend in Court [Cheers]-his nomination comes home 

to me wil,h 11 deeper, wider signific;mcl'l. It means that the old exclusive. 
1108S of racial partiality is at an end [Cheers]. And that the prizes of the 
bol.l· are no longer ~o be the exclusive perquisites at all costs of the Euro
pt'ans. [Uheerb]' It m,'ans that there is a promise hereafter of adval\ce
me'lt to all profeshsional men alike : [cheers] that a wider field of ambition 

is opened out to Native as well as to Englishmen, whioh must ensure a 

corresponding increase in the amount and quality of legal talent [cheers] 

and that the reward hereafter will be to the best without distinction of 
caste or colour. l Ohper· •. ] T\!at is an innovation for which His Excel
hucy and hil:i Govern:llllJ1t are E.utitled to take credit. [Cheers.] 
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1 know, of courS8, yon expect me to apeRk to you on politioal maHer~. 
It would be strange if you did not; seeing how men's minds are runnil1g on 
the great awakening of public santimont and aspiration. Most of you will 
have read what I said on Thursday last. 1 will not go over the old ground 
But tbere are a faw old points I willh toO touch upon before I pa .. s to newer 
topics. There is nothing more true t.hlln that old hertlsies die httrd. And 
none will die hader than the he rosy that you and I are asking for some 

share in representative Government that you and I IliA sllOking to wrest 
power from tbe hands of the authorities, that we are actuateu by a desire to 
hamper and impede the freedom of the executive. [IJlmghter.] At the 
risk of wearying you, in the hope that some one of onr critic. will, by acci
dent, read what I say [Laughter], let me plainly repeat what it is we want 
and why we want it. "We ask for no shure of the EKeoutive [Cheers.] 
What we pray for is an extension of the already existing Legislative Coun
cils-a very different thing-based upon a system of parLial representation 
[cheers].' Now, for making that requflst we are called hard names: we are 
denounced as traitors, we are held up to public scorn as renegades: we are 
told we Ilre keeping a hungry eye upon the loaves and fbhes [laughter]: 
that we are impelled by a disloyal desire to terminate tho Queen's Govern
ment [laughter]. You laugh, because you know what. ,fotl want) and how 
you have formulated yonr want. And you are strnck by this grotesq:le 
libel of your wishes. But your critics do not laugh. They look at the 
matter in a more solemn light [laughter] They are terribly in earnest in 
their abuse. Yet how many, or rather how few have read what we havtl 
had to say upon these questions, and of those who' have read, how few 
understand. [laughter]. The army of our enemies is composed of two 
classea of recruits: those who will Dot comprehend, and those who canrJot· 
[Langhter]. 1t is '[.IOt easy to Bay with which class rests the weight in 
nnmbers. [Laughter]. Let me tell you a few facts. To-day, in Madras, 
we are told that European sentiment is against us : that our resolution is 
di~loyal : that the very integrity of the Empire is at stake because we ask 
for Iln extension of the Legislative Conncil. [Laughter]. Yet here in my 
hand I hold a printed requisition to the Sheriff of Madra!!, <.lonvening a 
pablic meeting in this very hall, which meeting-you will soarcely credit 
it I-passed a resolution by acclaim that the Crown should be petitioned to 
give us a representative Legislative Council. [Loud oheers]. And that 
was on the 25th March 1859! [Loud cbeers]. Thirty years ago tbe 
citizens of Madras prayed for a reform IIpon tae nry ?Mat .. to which Sir 



Auckland Col vin ~elll UI to-day Wt art .WI( i. Itdu l'u~ill(tri, [lottd 
~ cheers]. Fifty-five names are attacbed to that requisition! of ""hioh forty'" 
four are the names of English ~entlemen, [cheers] And among those 
names I find the following: J obn Vans Agnew of :Messrs. Arbuthnot and 

00., Chairman; H. E. SullIvan, since first Member of Council here 
[cheers]. William Arbuthnot, W. R. Arbuthnot, buth of Arbuthnot and 

00., and one for lllnny years member of the Indian Council; W. J. Oakes, 
of Messrs. Oakrs and Co., J. H Cox; T. L. R. Shand, head of one of the 

greatest of our for:ner mercantile houRe!!; F. Agnew i A. Tolputt of 

Messrs. Binny and Co., D. D. Dymes of Dymes and 00., A. Lowe; 
P. Orr; John Miller; H. E. Church l W. Barton Wright; Fitzgerald 
Cbureb all three on the Madras Railway; J oho Bruce Norton; [loud 

cheers] ; John Shaw, Registrar of the High Court j Robert Franck, and 
J. W. G<lutz ; [cheers]. Hi'pl'esentntive enough, surely, with indications 
of loyalty and cornmOll sellse [cheerll]' That was in 18591 Tbirty year. 
have l'lpsed. Since then education has spread, and great strides have been 

made in self-improvement aed science of Government I yet when we 
venture to petition loyalty for that which our fathers asked unblamed, we 
III'0use the derision of a I.Jieutenant-Governor, and the threat of snppres .. 

bion, [Cheers] I must be pardoned if I prefer the opinions of the mell 

whose names I have q noted to the opinion of an official whdse political 

affinities are circum~cnbed by the narrow infillences of his official Bur
roundings ; and whose Rympathies are eo delicately organized that their 
internal economy are violently disarranged by a catechism and a dialogue 

[laughter and cheers]. Who have gOllc bllckward? The natives wbo are 
pressing for the reform our fathers asked t'or t:hirty years ago, [cheers], or 
the Europeans who oppose the instalmcnt of political wisdom "hi('h their 

ancestors demanded ill public meetil'lg a quarter of a century back [cheers]. 
You have emancipated yourselves, from the thraldom of the school room. It 
is we who have merited Sir Auckland Colvin's sneer [cheers]. What good 
will th9 reformed Coul1cil do to the Government 1 I am asked. I reply 
that the reformation will introduce into their deliberation a !leW element 
of strength and information which, personally acquainted with the wants, 
tlle wishes and the superstition. of the people, will infuse a new life and a 

new vigour into the legislative enactments of the day. It will save the 
Government from error, ond legislation will cease to be the farce it is at 
present (cheers]. WfJat will be the gain to tho people? 1£ no other, this : 

that .e shall be cradu_I1y trainini up a 1.r~ body of educated natives to 
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act in harmony and with cohesion for common ends [cheersJ! tL~t WI'l 

.ball be educating the national inteUigence under a system W'hich opens up 
fresh fieIdst to national ambition [cheers) ; and that with new lesse of dignity 
and responsibility, we shall be calling into existence a higher seme of solt'
respect, the very Alpha and Omega of morality [cbeerfl]' I for one am 
satisfied with such a vista [cheers]. And for adTo~at.ing this, We are 
stigmatized as traitors? [Cheers]. The Negro of the West Indies is not 
thought too backward for representative institutions [cheers)' 10 Ceylon 
the planters are represented by a member whom they eJect themselves. 
[Loull cbeers]. Thougb the Governor retains the right of ult.imate 

: approval. The Singales8 community is represented, 80 is the BllI·gher. 
[Oheers]. In Singapore tbe Chinese cooly sends a member to the Legisla
tive Oouncil [cheers]. Why are we, you and I, and the communities and 
interests "e represent, to have no share in the legist.'ltion of this country? 
[GheersJ. Is the Brahmin inferior in intelligence to the Singhalese, 
[laughter], the Stldra to the Chinese oooly [laughter], and the non-official 
European to both? (Laughter]. Exc~pt upon that supposition our exclu· 
sion from legislative rights is indefensible. 

It is asserted over and over a.gain that the movement i'l hostile to the 
Government. I think that the quite orderliness of our meetings L1:heers], 
'ne intentions of the speakers as translated by their speeches, and, above 
all, tha oha.racter of our delegate'l and of tho<;e who lead us in our dema.nds 
sh~nld have protected us from so foolish an imputation [cheers]. Are men 
like Rajah Ra.m~ R100 likely to foment rebellion? [CheersJ. Doe~ Mr. 
Bonnerjeo meditate separation [cheers] or Mr. Budr-ud-din Tyabjee revdt? 
[Cheers]. Why should the. best na.tives and the best of the non-official 
Elll'6peans combine to thwart the Government under which both live and 
to assist and reform which is the loyal wish of both? [Cheers]. Surely 
it is tl\ore generous, if not more prudent to credit us with good intent, and 
10 helieve that in the assemblies for which we are working we should 'unite 
to ma.ke the Government of the country more acceptable because mora 
p)Plliar [cheer,;), a.nd combine t) place at the di::3posal of the authorities 
clopJ.citles drIld abilities not inferior to their own [ cheers]. It is one of the 
gro."est errors which can he fairly laid to the charge of England. th It she 
does not a.lways Aoppreciate aright the true mora.l of her own independence; 
and that strong in het' belief' in her own hon0sty of purpose, ~he is a.pt 
to elloourage the delusion that no one is fit to govern but herself [cheer:;]. 
'Xl) wh .. t straits, persistence in such error ca.n lead is exemplified by tbe 
unhappy condition of Irela.nd to-day. 
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Opposition in certain qUIll-tere is evoked by the belief tbat we 1m". 
flot stated truly aU our demands# that We ate keeping bacle our true intent, 
tbat we are labouring to insert the ., thin end of the wedge," in order 

hereafter to beneSt by the leverage of the thicker part [fAughter]. Whitt 
does the metaphor mean? This that pt'ogress and reform are gradual; 

that the intangible portions of a people as represented by tbeir hopes and 
ambitions soliuity just as their buildings became old with time and their 
bodies are transformed by age [cbeers]' Education and experience day b, 
d •• y augment and consolidate tbe political aspirations of all men :[oheer8]. 
That is a law of nature which not even Sir Auckland Colvin can cbeck, 
thougb he may deny it [cheers and laughter]. And iii it not right that as 
you are more fit for greater power you should get 'it 1 [CheerA]. It is pro" 
pounded to me as a situation fall of the most terrible portents that our rea' 

aims is in the bereaFter to acquire some control over the elipenditure of th" 
nation. And I answer, why not? 1 Loud cheers.) I see notbing to fright~ 

en m~ in tbat contingency [cheers]. For I regard a check upon the gross 
extravagance of the Indian Government both hora and in Engla.nd the 

surest, if not the onlr. solution to the problem. "How is the financiaJ 
condition of India to be remedied ?" [Loud cheers], And if in the ful 4 

nNlS of time yon qualify yourselve;; for executive office, I. for one, not 
only see no reasen why yun should not have it [cheers,] but I see every 
reason why you should [!oud cheel:']. And, finally, if 111 that remote fu

ture which Cd.n be pictul'ed, if at ail, only by an exertion of our poetical 
faculties, you shall have so discarded ~ our many }lrejudices of race, and 
caste, and creed, as to be able to oombine a'l one nation for the Govern

ment of this country, if you shall have becom~ So homogeneous, as to bo 
able uot merely to administer your own internal afl'ait's for the commoA 
benefit ()f your various races with pt udence and with impartiality, but to 
staud united as one large family against foreign aggression; [cheers] it 
I say. such a day ehould arrive, and you were to demand from U8 the com

Illeta government of this conn try uncontrolled by Eugland's supervision, 
1 for one would contemplate your unfettered accession to the awful rEVIpon
siuility of empire under such circumstances with a pride it would be impos

sible to exaggerate, for I flhonld re(;ognize that the history of the world 

contained no record of any achievement whioh could compare with tb~ 

marvellous aooomplishment by my cour.try of a labour 80 wonderful m 
its origin, so stupendous in hs execution~ and so divine in its fruition u 
this [loud cheers]. Such a picture bali no terrors for me rcheers]. B~ 
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let UI lean tb. land Qf dreams, and come back to the land of troubles 
[laughter]. Wear. told W6 ought not to assert that tbflre is any misrule 
iu India [laughter]. Why ,not, if it exist? Is the G0vernment 01' this 
country to be the only one in the world exempted from criticism? Are we 
tio ask for reform withollt:ma.king good (jur ca.se f,lr rcfonn? [CheerR]. I, 
at any rate, will not lue, as a. ma.tter (If grace, for tha.t to which I am entitled 
as ofright [cheers]. And when the necessity fur refonn is denied, I am 
free to justify my petition by proving the facts upon whieh its prayer for 
relief is founded [cheers]. Let us first of all clearly tmder~tand wha.t we 
mean by misrule. I mean, and I believe you are one with me, acts whether 
executive or legislative, which, however well intontioned, are not in truth 
tor the public benefit, carried into effl3ct a.s a rule without previous consul
tation of the people whom they will mosi closely touch, and very often 
against the loudly declared opinion of those whose opini0113 are ,entitled to 
consideration and to weight [cheers]. By misrule I mean the continuance 
of a system which, by whatever name you choo~e to call it, is in fact deB
poti~m [cheers]. By misrule, I mean the fa.ilure to give to the Councils' Act 
'he full effect of th3.t Statute. By misrule, I mean the ~ystem of legislation 
which is a shame [cheers], and the absurd selection (If nominees to the 
Legislative Councils which t'xcludes independent intellect, and converts 
those assemblies into mere offices for registering the decrees of the e~{ecutive 
[loud cheers]. Let me be content with these illustrations. It is no. oonsi
dered disloyal in England to point out their defects to the Govcmment. J 
do not know why it should be considered disloyal here [cheers]. Disloyal 
o.r not, it must be dUlle, for it is upon the truth and strength uf any facts 
ihat I rest my right to redress ('hecrs]. I want no eleemosynary concession 
[cheers). It I run wrollg, I deserve nothing. But if I am right, I will not 
take from pity what I claim from justice [cheers]. I charge it to the 
Government that they have been, and are, grossly extravagant with the 
revenue! of India.. In !ome instances the application of those revenues, I 
regret to eay, hM been absolutely dishonest [shame]. I allege also that 
,hi!!! flxtravlI.gance verging at ti~es on dishonesty, is due to the ~imple fact 
,hat ihe tax-pa.yers of this country have no one to reprt!sent them here or 
ia tngland are not. consulted before their contributions a.re squandered 
whh a recklessness which is criminal [loud eheers]. Is that misrule if I 
.an pron the 'fact? [Cheers]. Or does Sir Auckland Culvin gloss this 
ner with eome euphemism extra.cted from that long glossary of euphemi:mls 
wi\h waieh every apologist of the Governments of ihis cvuntry must be 
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provided? [Loud· cheers]. We have been ehalI.nged t" prove lllwule. I 
accept the challenge [cheers]. And I will prove it by instalment!'! [cheers]. 
To-night let me prove it by 1\ few instances I have not time for mMy
extracted from the accountc:; with which the Indian Government furnish 

the Secretary of Sti:loie ill England. And I will confine myself to-l1ight to 

somo of the" Home Charges." Amongst the permanent buildings erected 
in England for Indjr~'~ purposes at Indian's cost, the India office a.lone ~osts 
£S40,OOO which considering thp amonnt and the quality of work done ~ 

there, is a generous provision for housing t.he gentlemen who called them
selves the Indian c':mncil [laughter]. For the ~alaries of the officials in 
England from that of the Secretary of State to the wages of the thirty
two house m'l.id'l a,nd charwomen who, I take it, help to enliven the las:o;i
tude of the Member'! of Cl)unril [laughter] India pays £220,906 [shame]. 
For furlough and absenten allowances; she pay'! £269,961: fvr military 
furlough allowances £2G7,101. At a cost of £1,118,787 five ships were 
b,d!t for India. To work these we are annually debited with £277,072 
[tlha.me]. you will be surrrised tn hear that if India. happens to use the 
services of an officer who has e~rned a " distingui~h d ~crvj~e" annuity for 
duty performed, say in Ashantee or New Ze~land, IlIJil h1.5 t, bear the 
cnst of such annuity [sh~me]. In addition to tho ship'l I hwo rof,med to 
India pays for the Queen'') ship~ employed in Indbn sea.s £44,237, and we 

suppnrt establitlhmollts in China, a Mi'lsiolt to the C JUrt uf Persia, a.nd a 
Consulate at Jedd:1h, with Ilone of which have we allY concern, at an a.nnua.l 
expenditure of £2;),:366. Tn 1883, India was c 11lcd UPJIl to contribute 
£5,113,171 to Ellgland for charges of whi<'h the furegoing are merely 
specimens. Compare the estimates presented to 'Parli ~mellt tf)r the Coloniel. 
The total vote waS for £2,1.')6,263, and toward~ tlli!; sum the Coloniel:l Wf>re 

expected to give only £185,700! Is it a strained illfcrcllce to draw tha.t 
the reason for this difference of treatment lies in the fJ.Ct th'1t the Colonies 
are not, like India, at the mercy of the House of .Cc1l11mJlls? [t?hame]. If 
India is rightly taxed for English ships and men, huw com~s it, I shSluld 
like to know, that the British tax-payer provides nearly 25,00:) men and a 
Mmber of war-ships at his (iwn expense for the protection of people's 
properties, other than his Indian fBIlow-subjects? [Ohp o1'8]. Moreover, 

a.mong the institutions built and furnished in England by the ryots of 
Illdia, is a') Ellgineering College which cost £100,000, workPd a.t an Il.llllulLI 

loss of £5,000 which Indi:l hls to meet Tlut 0 ,1I("~(' Wd..5 I'rectr·d for the 
use of gentlemen who dailiri~ 10 in,er tho PuujJ.b W,)rk." D<3pa.rtrnent ill 



India. Ye' the benllfin ofthat institutIon are open to ~ the" world, and 
men whQ never intend to go to India can, by the payment of the usual 
feel, participa.te in this enforced contribution from the natives Qf IndJa. 
tshame, shame]. Yet, again, let me give you anotherlinstance Engla.nd has 
built a.t Ealing, near London, a Lunatic Asylum for. which she, has 
chargep India. £88,OOO! {Laughter]. That institution is also worked at 
an annual deficit of £5,000 which is debited to us [shame]. Why, I want
to know. should India. be oompelled to maintain for English lunatics. an 
institution which in her own instanoe England throws the cost of upon 
the parish or the friends of the unfortunates 1 [Oheers]. If ever I have
charged the Government of India with want of provision a.nd foresight I 
humbly withdraw the allega.tion in the face of an establishment whicb 
ma.y yet a.fford shelter for some of those who are responsible for the waste 
and extravaganoe of our finances [loud laughter, and oheers]. A few 
mjnor instances, and I have done. Why ShOl1ld we pay for a portrait of a 
Prince and a Viceroy 'at the cost of £812 for the adornment of the 
Counoil Chamber at Oalcutta? [Oheers]. The munificenoe of each might 
b3.ve made the monuments more precious by investing it with the grateful 
q,ssooiations of a gift [cheers) and not with the recollection t,hann impover
isbed people are taxed for a folly [cheers]. The e:rtention of the O,:der or 
the Star of India, bestowed with a. nice dil'orimination which includes I.
man like Abdul Huq a.s a. recipient [laughter a.nd cheers] has cost this 
country £13,907 [shame]. A passage by the P. and O. oosts £67. Yes it wa.~ 
thought necessary to send Lord Lytton home at a cost to this country of 
£5,827-10-1! [Laughter). With a. liberality which does not mark the prooeed-

'ings of the Ho~ses of Parliafuent, the Government of India pay, not out of 
their pocket but the pocket of India.n tax-payerR, £335 to Surgeon-Genera.I 
Moore for a " Manual of Fa.mily Medicine for India" [laughter; £2,626 to
a Mr. Wardle for " investigating the dyes and wild silks oHndia j" [laughter 
and t sba.me'J ; £695-8-2 to Mr.Oolquhoun for his account of "Overland 
journey fro1n Canton to Rangoon" [laughter]; and £1,066-l9-8 in on~ year 
afld :£992-10-8 in another year to a nameless officer for-what! "Indian 
pendulum observations." [Loud laughter]. Ha.ve I not quo~ instances 
• ah~meless extravagance? [Oheers]. Is not extravagance misrule? 
[Cheif4]. If it be not, I know not what interpr{'tation plain, sensible, men 
will pla.ce upon the meaning of the word [cheers]. And if it be, what 
becomes or the reiterated stateme-nt that we who desire to see a wise 
economy substituted fef th\! It:el;.:~ss improvidence of Illdian finance, have 
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t1~ver been abTe l ill the language of Sir Auckland Colvin, to make, " som~ 
eerioult effort to dispose" of the charge that the Government of India is 
responsibTe i?r "existence of misrule" [loud oheers]. SerioWl efforts, for-
BOoth 1 The efforts have been seriously ma.de by serious people .. serious 
pamphlets OVer and over again in England. [Cheers]. It is possible that 
Sir -\lIcklllond, like Sir Monstullrt Blphinstone Grant Duff; oont\igna the 
criticisms of those who "differ from him unread to the depths of a bottoml_ 
waste paper basket [cheers and 'la.ughter]. I should be sorry to believe it, ' 
and I will not, till Sir Auckland Colvin tells us go himself: and when he 
does I will retort it upon him especifical1y as a co';crete instB.nce of .. mis
rule" under his own " benevolent" administration [cheers and laughter J. 
On some other ocoasion, or in some other fonn I will oontinue my narration 
of finanoial burt hens unfairly laid upon our backs [cheers]. For til-night I 
}.!we said enough to afford you fool1 for thought. Go home and study the 
figures I have given you, and a'!k fa.r and wide among the circle of your 
friends and relative"! here and in the Mofussil, whether there is untruth or 
recklessness in our constantly reitera.ted complaint that we are labouring, 
voiceless and unpitied, amid a sea of wilful and unpardonable extravagance 
[loud cheers]. 

I h!\ve been asked morE' than once why I identity my'!elf with a move
ment which carries so little European sympathy in jlndia, and which tends 
to make its advocates unpopular in certain circles, why I ha.ve allied myself 
'\\ith OM who holds the religious opinions of Mr. Bradlaugh (cheers). 
The very question shows how far away from English lltandards of political 
morality my questioners have fallen. Let me .give them here my answer, 
once for all. I am proud of Mr. Bradlaugb's ('o-operation, because I am 
proud to be associated with an honest and a fearless man (loud cheers). I 
am proud te work, no matter, how humbly, with one who has never swerved 
a hatt's breadth from allegiance to the people's cause. (Cheers). Of him I 
h we already spoken on a previous occasion. I will only add ""night of 
hi~ religious convictiens what Tennyson has so aptly said-

There is more faith in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in half the creeds. [Loud cheeta]. 

I advocate the people's cause-YOUrR Bnd my own, for I have n6ver 
disassociated the Eur~pe:.n from the Native in a reform which I belM_ to 
be essential ~ both (cheers)-because I believe it to 'be the only right and 
true one, because experienoe has taught me wh~t expediency also sllpporU. 
that thirty years is a long period of probation, even in the life time of • 
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ution) a.nd 'ha.t it is 'besi and wiliest to yield "gracefully what must })i 
aeq'\ijred eventually at all cosio I will answer also in the words with whicli 
Robert Browning an!Wered q uea,ion-

.. Why am J i Libetal 1" 
" Why 1" " Bec'luae.all I II. apiy (lao or deS, 

All thai; I am now, aU h(lpe to be

Whellce (,lOmas it save from fortune setting ft. 
Body and soul the purpose to pursue, 

God traoed fw both? If fetters, not a few, 
Of prejtid'io./ convention, fall from me, 

Theile Ilhll.ll I bid men-each ie. his degree 
AlsC) God-guided-bear and gaily too? 

:But little do or can the best of U8 I 

That little is achieved through Liberty. 
Who then does cold, emAncipated thus, 

His fellow shall continue bound? Not I, 
Who live, love, labour freely nor d1scuss 

A brother's right to trlfOoal. That 1S ? 

'Why?,,1 

[Loud and tOlitinutd eh. .. ring J 
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THE AFGHAN OIL'EMMA. 

By "HISTORICUS." 
-<! --

IT has often been observed tha.t, .while the English people 
keep a watchful and jealous eye on ~e internal administra
tion of the Kinrdom, and exercise no small control ov~r 
taxation and State expenditure. they allow themselves to 
be almost entirely excluded [rom the1t:onduct of their 
foreign affairs; where5y a few Cabinet~ Ministers have had 
it in their power, by embarking on speculative schemes of 
foreign policy, to involve the nation in serious disputes 
with other countries and render war inevitable, before the 
English people were acquainted with the true nature and 

~~ .~ 

aim ~of the policy pursued. In sllch cases the House of 
Commons may of course refuse supplies; but by the time 
Parliament and the people are inrformed of the full circum
stances ·of the dispute. it is often too late to reverse the 
action of the Government, and the nation thus finds itself 
committed to war, without any clear knowledge of its 
necessity or justice. 

This evil assumes greater proportions stilI, and becomes 
a danger ib the British Constitution, when the Cabinet has 
the means' of raising war supplies WIthout applying for 
thell) '\0 Parliament-when, for instance, the Indian treasury 
may be put !Ih'6 requisition and our Indian felldw-subjects 
be taxed, for gi~ing effect to schemes of conquest secretly 
devised by the British Cabinet and efltere~. IIIpon without 
the cOQsent of, ParliaJTIent. J twas thrQug'h such meaq,s 

~ .; ~ ~ 

. that the nation was twice drawn into disastrous wars with 
the Afghans; and it is the same unconstitutioq.~ devlc~ 

"that is now-practij;ed tor deftaying extravagant preparatioQs 
(or a .third' iJllVflsi,jrrof Afghanj~tan. . 

,\he- pleaJor OUT aggressivp aq;iop in 1838 and 1878 was 
that tht; milit::iry occupatIon of L\fgq~l,listan was necessary 
for the saf~ty of IrMiafrom a Rus~a.tl attack. The hollow
ness of that plea has been exposed by out' highest authorities. 

C2 
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The Duke of Wellington, at the time of the first Af'gnan 
war, characterized the Russian scare as "a political night
mare"; and in later years, Lord Lawrence, Lord Napier 
of Magdala, Sir William Mansfield (afterwards Lord Sand
hurst) and General (now Lord) Roberts deprecated our 
occupying advanced posts in Afghallistan for the protection 
of I ndia, and condemned that policy as 4:>eing calculated, 
.on the contrary, to weaken our means of defence against 
an enemy who should advance through that country. Lord 
Beaconsfield himself, who was responsible for the war of 
1878-80, and who sought to justify it on the mystic ground 
Of a "scientific frontier," admitted that so far as the in
vasion of I ndia in that quarter was concerned, it was the 
opinion of Her Majesty's Government, that it was hardly 
!Jracticable. "The base of operations of any possible foe 
was so remote, the communications were so difficult, the 
aspect of the country so forbidding, that the Government 
had long arrived at the opinion that an invasion of the 
Indian Empire, by passing the mountains which form our 
N orth Western frontier, was one which we need not dread." 
Speech on Lord Mayor'" Day, 1878. 

On the other hand, every circumstance of the late war 
and of our subsequent expeditions against the border-tribes 
of Afghanistan, shows that the conquest of that proverbially 
difficult country, the subjugation of its hitherto indomitable 
occupants, and the military glory expected to accrue from 
such deeds, were the real aim and motive of the policy 
pursued on those occasions; and that the safety of India 
was a mere plea resorted to for justifying the appropriation 
of I ndian revenue in the prosecution of Imperial schemes 
.of conquest. 

Military success invariably evokes popular applause, 
regardless alike of moral considerations and of the material 
value of a conquest; and had the late war been successful, 
the nation would doubtless have overlooked the fact, that 
no real glory can be gained bYl!.a great country when it 
attacks, from a selfish motive, an unoffending and avowedly 
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couM e"pect to raise .in Afghanistan would not derray a 
twentieth part of the cost of holding that barren country. 
But the late war was not successful; its authors had entirely 
failed to apprehend the difficulties of the task they had 
undertaken, and seemed to have expected their enterprise 
to resolve in a military promenade, a shower of stars and 
ribbons and some substantial rewards for the favoured few. 
Events soon dispelled those visions and, after two years of 
warfare spent chiefly in foraging for supplies and marked 
by two signal defeats-namely, our hac;ty retreat into 
Sherpur before Mahomed Jan's fanatical horde!:., and the 
disastrous battle of Maiwand lost near Kandahar-our 
armies evacuated Afghanistan, not only without having 
gained the smallest advantage to compensate for the blood 
and treasure expended in that war, but under conditions 
particularly mortifying to our national pride. 

The policy which proved so disastrous, is again being 
pursued on the questionable argument that Russia's per
sistent advance towards India, calls for a corresponding 
movement on our part; while the arguments of the above
mentioned authorities, showing that I ndia can be better 
defended on her. own frontier, than by an encounter with 
the enemy in a difficult and hostile country like Afghanistan, 
far from our reserves and general 1e~ourres, remain un
answered and are entirely ignored. 

The revival of the "forward policy" may, in a great 

measure, be ascribed to the hope entertained by its pro
moters, of obliterating, by military success in a future 
campaign, the humiliating recollections of the late w<lr. 
Let us see how far such an expectation is warranted, either 
by the costly preparations we have made, or by our 
achievements in recent years. 

We have constructed military roads and railways which 
may facilitate the advance of our troops into Afghanistan; 
but they would not lessen the difficulties which caused our 
failure in the late war, seeing that these were met with 
only after We had penetrated into the interior of the 
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rountry, and that they arose from-' causes which are as 
powerful now as they were in 1840 and r88o-namely, the 
configuration and barrenness of the land, the severity of 
the climate in winter and summer, and the fanaticism of 
the inhabi.tants. OUf preparations have also consisted of 
military expeditions and the distribution of money, for 
enforcing the submission or purchasing the neutrality of 

! 

the border-tribes during the march of our troops through 
their mountains. The progress of all these preparations, 
however, has been most insignificant in comparison with 
the vast and complicated plan upon which they were 
dec;igned. Some details of that plan will be found in 
Hon. G. Curzon's Chapter on the North Western Frontier 
of India, 1890. 

Of the projected railways only one has been made, 
namely, the Scind-Pishin line which was afterwards ex
tended to near Chaman. This line ;s now found to he 
quite un&uitable for military purposes in time of war, 
seeing that important sections of it are liable, from fioo::!s 
and landSlips. to frequent and prolonged i,nterruptions. In 
March this year the ROYdl Dublin Fusiliers proceeding on 
relief to Quetta, were detained at Sibi, in consequence of 
a series of landslips in the H urnal section; and Quetta 
was then, as it had ·frequently been before, deprived of 
railway communication with India .... 

The construction of the other projected railways has 
hitherto been effectually opposed by the neighbouring 
tribesmen; and as to our military roads, some were 
d~stroyed by the villagers, as soon as the troops sent to 
protect our working parties had retired, while the ~onstruc
Ilion of others was interrupted, through our road-makers 
and their escorts being overpowered by tribal gatherings. 

, * Parts In the big cutting in the Hurnal line have been absolutely 
obliterated agam and again, and every expedient failed to keep it in shape. 
Ralls have been laid down only to disappear, and by the time one slip had 
been mastered, another came to destroy the work done. The Engineering 
Committee have now come to the -conclusion that no permanent remedy 
tan be applied which will make the railway secure (rom land&ij~ See 
Pioneer, :n and 28 April, 1893. • 



Nor have our frontier expeditions been nlore successful : 
the earliest marched from Kohat in 1877 with orders oN to 
occupy the country of the J owa.kis [a section of the Adam 
Khel Afridis who had molested our working parties] until 
they tendered their absolute submission."-Govt.~Proctam(Jf,
Non. Foreign Dept., Nov. 5, 18n. We demanded at first 
70,000 Rupep.s as compensation, 10,000 Rupees as a pn,e, 
and the surrender of four of their Chiefs. Our terms were 
rejected, even after we had abandoned the claim [for com
pensation and reduced the fine to half its original amount. 
Fighting ensued and, at the end of three months, we 
retired on receiving a verbal promise that the four Chiefs, 
whose surrender had been refused, would be sent away 
from the tribal territory. I n short the expedition proved 
a complete failure, and similar results characterized all our 
subsequent frontier expeditions. 

In 1878 a column under Major Cavagnari made a night 
attack on the Othman Khel villages, in retaliation of the 
maltreatment inflicted on ollr road-makers ; and the follow
ing year we sent troops to subjugate the Zamus'hts and a 
section of the Orakzal tribe. In 1880, 1881 and 1882 
expeditions wert' sent against the Momands, the Mahsud 
Waziris and the Kabul Khel \\Taziris; while a considerable 
force under General Wilkinson atterhpted the reduction of 
the Bozdars. I n 1883 an expedition fought its way into 
the country of the Shintnis on the pretext of sllrveying the 
Takht-in-Suliman mountain. In r884 and 1885 we invaded 
the territories of the Chigarzals, Akazals and Partiri Syads 
in the North, and of the Kaker and M usa Khel tribes. in 
Southern Afghanistan. In 1886 and 1887 operations were 
resumed against the Akazals, the Shiranis and the Bozdars 
who had remained defiant, and an expedition was sent to 
reduce the Bunerwo..ls. In June 1888 a column under 
Major Battye and Captain U rmston marched into the 
Black Mountain country, when both officers were killed in 
a skirmish, and our troops had to retire. The unsatisfactory 
result of this long series o( operations induced the G1&vern
ment to employ larger bodies of troops; and in October 
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1888 an army of 8,000 fighting "men under General 
M'Queen, atilCottlpanie9 by 5,poD baggage mules and the 
uWal c::omplement of. grooms, water carriers, ambulance 
porters and other camp - followers, was de$patched for 
reducing the Black Mountain country. This force en

countered very little oppositic\U and, on its return, the 
Geqeral stated in his farewell ordets that II the H~sanzals, 
Akaz~ls and other tribes had tendered their submission, 
and that roads had been constructed, which would afforr4 
ample scope for the advance of our troops." The tribes
men, it was said, had promised that we should if. future be 
free to march through their country, and construct and 
maintain roads. But when we attempted to avail ourselvt"s 
of those promises, they were at once repudiated, and the 
troops and working parties we sent in I 890 had to return. 
Thereupon a large force was despatched in I 89 I for the 
complete subjugation of the Black Mountain country and 
the capture of Hasan Ali, the Chief who had led the tri~es 
against our men. This expedition not succeeding in its 
mission, an offer was made by us to Hasan Ali, that if he 
surrendered, he should simply be interned with an ample 
allowance suitable to his rank. Eventually the expedition 
returned without the person of the Chief; but it was said 
that "he was sure to tome in "; and later that .. if he did 
not come in, his actions were of little consequence, as he 
had lost all prestige among the mountaineers." Pitmeer, 
September, I ~22. N everthele<;s a third expedition was sent, 
in 1892, to hunt down and capture the Chief. Failure was 
again the result, and the further intentions of tht" Govern
ment in the matter have not transpired. 

While these unsuccessful operations were taking place 
in the North, we invaded the Miranzal country where our 
road-makers had been dispersed: we also sent expeditions 
to occupy' the Gumal Pass and the Zhob country beyond 
it, in pursuance of a project to construct a railway from 
our frontier station of Dehra-Ismatl-Khan to Pishin~ as an. 
alternative line to the defective Scind-Pishin railway. 
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The. first M iraq,zaI expedition ~left K<?hat on the 26th 
January 1891, arriving the next day;it Gwlda,~the reside!lce 
of Makhmudin, the Chief who had attacked our worktng 
parties. The village had been deserted, and a patty wat 
ordered in pursuit of the Chief, but .could not !>tart until 
the 4th of February. as frost-bite and pneumonia had 
attacked our soldiers, and a convoy of sick had to pe 
escorted back to India. The pursuit after Makhmudin 
tn"oved fruitless, and on the 10th a column marched 
through the Zara pass. The Sap,pers and Miners worked 
hard at making a road; but snow fell from noon tiB dark, 
and the march, though only five miles, occupied from 
11.30 a.m. to 5 a.m. the next day, the rear-guard a,nd 
commissariat stores arriving only at 1.30 p.m. The 
country was covered with snow, anQ no opposition being 
offered by the enemy, the expedition returned on the 
I st March, leaving a garrison at Gwlida. 

On the 4th April our Gwuda garrison was overpowered 
and beat a precipitate retreat, pursued by the tribesmen as 
far as the low hills near our frontier. Another force, com
posed of three columns, was organised forthwith and 
marched on the 17th April, taking the village of Tsalal on 
the same day. We had then to bivollac, as our men were 
completely knocked up by the intense heat and Lhe want of 
water. The next morning we carried the village of Sartop, 
and were obliged afterwards to halt at a spring to enable 
our troops to get water; many had been without it for 
twenty-four hours and were exhausted; the young soldiers 
of the King's Royal RiAes, fresh to the country, suffe,ed 
specially from heat and thirst. (See S£r W. Lockhart's 
Despatch 8th June, 1891.) On the 19th April our third 
column was attacked, but reinforcements came to its relief 
the next day from Sangar. In the night of the 22nd our 
post at Chilibagh was fired into, and on the' 23rd our 
convoy was attacked, losing a number of men and mules. 
In retaliation of these attacks, our troops blew up a number 
of villages, when some of the Chiefs cOrlsenred tQ OW' 
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making a road up the Samana mountain. Thereupon the 
Miranzal Field Force was withdrawn and broken up on the 
15th May, the casualties during the four weeks having 
amounted. to 101. 

As regards the invasion of the Zhob valley alluded to in 
a preceding page, an expedition was sent in 1888 to survey 
the Gumal pass, but its mission being frustrated by the 
opposition of the Makhind tribe, a considerable force, 
accompanied by Sir R. Sandeman as Political officer, was 
despatched the following year through Baluchistan, with 
()rders to occupy the Zhob country as far as the Western 
-extremity of the Gumal pass. This force was arrested in 
its march by the Kidarzals; but our Agent. who subsidised 
-certain Chiefs in the Zhob country, succeeded in J 890 in 
establishing, with their con~ent, a British post at Apozal ; 
and afterwards in obtaining promises from the Mahsud 
Waziris. the Shinlnis and the Derwesh Khel of Wfina, that 
they would keep the Gumal pass open, in consideration!)f 
certain sums of money being annually paid to them by the 
British Government. 

The subsidised Chiefs appear so far to have maintained 
a friendly demeanour; but their tribesmen all along mani
fested their strong objection to our presence, by night
firing into the British' Agent's camp, by raiding for fire
arms and by cutting off our soldiers, when they ventured 
a few hundred yards from their lines. These insults 
increased and became !>o intolerable in 1892, that we 
threatened to send a force for punishing the tribesmen, 
unless the Amir withdrew an officer whom he had stationed 
among them, and to whose influence we ascribed their 
increased hostility. The Amit replied that, in comphance 
with our wishes, he had ordered his officer to retire, pend
ing the result of the conference we had proposed, and at 
which he hoped that a clear understanding would be 
arrived at, regarding the boundary of our Empire. This 
reply, conciliatory as it looks, was resented nevertheless as 
evasive, and was responded to by a loud threat, in the 



Ti'l1lej of Novernbet the 2nd, that the British Governrt1ent 
would not be lightly turned from its settled J'olicy, and that, 
unless the Amir fell in with that policy, Afghanistan as a 
kingdom would disappear. 

N ow, to understand the Irritation thus manifested at the 
Amir's reply, it is necessary to remember that the II settled 
policy" referred to in the Times, is our " forward policy n 

aiming at the military occupation of Afghanistan-a policy 
which we communicated to Abdur-Rahman substantially in 
the following terms :_H To preserve the integrity of your 
dominions, you must co-operate with us in repelling Russiat1 
attacks, and assist us meanwhile in bringing under complete 
and permanent control, the Afghan tribes who dwell along 
our frontier." In this communication we omitted defining 
the territorIes we purposed to subjugate j but our advance 
to New Chaman and Apozal and our reference to repelImg 
attacks on the Northern confines of the Amir's dominions, 
Ulade it clear that the best part of Afghanistan was included 
in our intended sphere of action. Under these circum
stances, the Amir's reference to a delimitation of our 
boundary obviously implied a protest against our encroach
ments ~ hich at once accounts for the menace published 
in the T'tmes. 

Of that menace the Amir seems to have taken no direct 
notice; but in one of the two letters he sent by Mr. Pyne, 
so far as its contents have transpired, he said, regarding his 
dealings WIth the frontier tribes, something to the effect 
that his conduct in the matter would be ruled by the 
Sacred Law which commands the respect of both panies. 
Now, the sacred law in independent Mahomedan com
munities enjoins the expulsion of the" infidel," except he 
J;>e a guest or a servant-an article of faith in obedience to 
which our " forward policy" has met with the most fanatical 
opposition from the Afghan tribes. The Amir's letter may 
therefore be construed as a disguised defiance of our threat. 
an interpretation which does not appear unreasonable. when 
we .consider that, if he were to assent to our policy, llis 
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action would certainly be repudiated by the tribes, aad 
would involve the ]oss of his power and his throne, and 
perhaps also of his life. 

Meanwhile, our threat tI> destroy the Kingdom of 
Afghanistan has drawn the attention of the world to our 
relations with Abdur-Rahman-a subject which had been 
much obscured by strategic and political controversies, but 
which has now assumed a definite form; and the public 
mind is doubtless exercised to know whether the British 
Government will act up to its threat, or recede from the 
dominative position it has taken up. To recede would of 
course lower its dignity and prestige in the eyes of its 
I ndian subjects and of Asiatic nations in general; while to 
execute its menace would involve the British nation in a 
third Afghan war, with no greater justification or better 
.chance of success, than we had in our previous Afghan 
wars. 

In estimating the issue of a third invasion it may be 
useful to bear in mind that sixteen years of uninterrupted 
warfare against the border-tribes of Afghanistan, has not 
enabled us to advance our frontier a single day's march 
from the line it -occupied in 1876; and that all we have to 
show for the appalling amount of blood and treasure ex
pended during that perjod, consists of a defective military 
railway, a number of unfinished and partIy - destroyed 
militi'J.ry roads, and the precarious and contested positions 
we have taken up at ApozaJ. and N e"W Chaman. I t is true 
that we have assurances o_endship and support from 
tribesmen whom we enlisted in our service or subsidised on 
other pleas, and on whom we profess to rely as on an 
irregular frontier guard of our Indian Empire. (See .lIon. 
G. Curzon's Chapter on the N. W. Frontu1' of India, 1890.) 
But Sir L. Griffin, than whom no man has perhaps had 
more opportunities of judging the Afghan character, is far 
'from sharing Mr. Curzon's faith in the affection and trusti ... 
ness of our Afghan adherents. "The Afghan," says Sir 

~ L. Griffin in the Fortnig-htly for January last, "has a very 



tenacious memory fbr injuries, and he never fails to avenge 
them, should an opportunity occur. The Afghans are 
fierce, bloodthirsty, fanatical and treacherous." This judg
ment is strongly confirmed by the annall of the late war; 
and the many injuries inflicted by us in our frontier expedi. 
tions, have no doubt remained deeply impressed in the 
memory of the frontier tribes, for future settlement. 

An element of particular weight in the present con
juncture is the critical financial position in I ndia, where 
retrenchment and additional taxation are declared to -be 
most urgently needed, and where the situation is further 
aggravated by the continued decline in the value of silver, 
the metal in which the Indian revenue is collected. To 
look, in this state of things, to the I ndian treasury for the 
means of carrying on war, would certainly be the height of 
imprudence. ~ 

On the other hand, to remain in our present situation in 
Afghanistan and await opportunities for executing the 
" forward policy," while a hostile population surrounds our 
isolated garrison at Apozal, and Afghan forces assemble in 
front of our railway terminus at New Chaman, may be 
endurable for a short time, but must eventually result in 
war. 

The name of Lord Roberts ha~. been mentioned in a 
preceding page as that of one of the great authorities who 
condemned the policy of 1876, involving the establish.ment 
of British garrisons in Afghanistall for meeting an eventual 
Russian advance through6t country. An impression 
prevails in some circles tm:t: whatever opinion Gelleral 
Roberts may have held regarding that policy at the close of 
the late war, his views on the subject have since been 
entirely modified. It becomes important, therefore, to 
ascertain how far such an impression is well founded, and 
what are his lordship's present views on the subject. 

On the eve of his retirement from the command of Her 
Majesty's forces in India, Lord Roberts spoke in eulogistic 

'terms of the frontier defences in In<lia which have been 
~'! ~ 

constructed of late years. Before considering his remarkE 



on the subject, it may be well to beat in mind that 'the 
works officially desi~oated as U frontier defences" in 
Northern I ndia, belong to two distinct classes-namely, 
to railways and fortified posts calculated to facilitate the 
concentration of troops on our frontier; and to military 
roads and railways constructed beyond our frontier, and 
adapted«only to the conveyance of troops into Afghanistan. 
The latter, it will be seen from the following quotations, 

~
~ nOet, in Lord Roberts's opinion, necessary for the pro

. 'ion of India. "These defences," said his lordship at 
~'" 
t'ftombay on the 7th Apri11ast, "contract the front open to 
An attack in the direction of Afghanistan, secure our frontier 
:Lrsenals and are the main line of communications with the 
rear; and, in the event of our being engaged in opt'>rations 
on a Jarge scale across the border, will furnish advanced 
bases for our field army." ..... A multiplicity of defences 
be~nd a certain point is a sourcl;' of danger as well as a 
sign of weakness and timidity; and I hold that a mobil6l 
and weR~quipped field army is an infinitely more important 
factor than the most powerful system of defences." 

Nothing in these passages or in the rest of his lordship's 
speech e'Xpresses or implies approval of the policy requiring 

'the settlement of British garrisons in Afghanistan, for 
meeting an eventual attack from Rus!>ia That pohcy, 
therefore, remains emphatically condemned in the terms of 
General Roberts's despatch of May 188o, in which he 
said :-" The longer and more difficult the line of com
munication is, the more nUIn,.us and greater the obstacles 
whieh Russia would have to overcome; and far from 
shortening one mile of the road, I woul'-\. let the web of 
difficulties extend to the very mouth of the Khyber." 

Tnis opinion is confirmed by the last sentences quoted 
,{tom the speech at Bombay, and it moreover coincides, in 
a remarkable manner, with Earl Grey's opinion,* "that by 
crea4:in,s, thf: means of rapidly moving an overwhelming 
force ~ny point o£ our frontier which may be the object 
of atta~" we might ha'Ve an assurance of being abJe speedily 

.. Le~ published in Timu, Match, 1887-



to d~ any hostil. 'force that might be broQgbt against 
us: and that, if the money'which has been spent in ntted
less wars, had, on the contrary. been ~sed in making rail .. 
ways along our frontiers, with two or three fortified post! 
where a force could be assembled in readiness to attack an 
enemy as soon as he appeared on our borders, perfect 
security might have been obtained against any attack~haa 
could possibly be made "on our dominions. either by 
Russian troops or by Asiatics as~isted and directed by 
Russians. " 

Since bis return home Lord Roberts has spoken on 
several public occasions, and his speech at the Mansion 
HOllse on the 12th June is remarkable for its significance. 
Referring to the organisation of the Indian Army, he said 
~hat the view~ he had formed during the A'fghan campajgn 
had not been materially modified by his more recent ex
perience as Commander-in-Chief; and his opinion on the 

l' 
policy best calculated to secure India against Russian 
aggression, seems likewise to have remained the satl\~ as it 
was in 1880. He accordingly urged that II the first

l 
thing 

was to have an efficient army, and the next, to develop a 
~ystem of communication for concentrating forces alolilg our 
frontier." Of our recent advance into Afghan territory. at 
New Chaman, Apozal, Kajuri-Kach. !lnd Bulandkhel, he 
refrained from expressing any approval, while his silence. 
on the very subject whence our present differences with 
Abdur-Rahman have chiefly arisen, seems rather to imply 
an adverse opinion. Referring 5~our general policy towards 
the Afghans, his lordship said '-" The object of thl!
Government of India has been to enter into really cordial 
relations with the~uler and people of Afghanistan:' A 
similar declaration has been made in various semi--official. 
t.e. irresponsible organs; but coming from an officer who 
was, three m.onths ago, a member of die Government of 
India, it cannot fail to cause surprise, when it is rett;1ent~¥ 
that, only in No~embet last, the insulti~g threat ~.' 9Y 
mentioned was pubJished in the TimlS. Moreov ~ t 

'\ 

frontier expedi~ons have revealed. a: policy etlti(ely • 



'rhe Afglu¢' D£lemma. 

variance with the professed desire of maintaining "really 
'cordial relations with th~ people of Afghanistan." 

The practical eleme9,t in Lord R?bPrts's speech appears 
in its concluding selftenCQS, where. the' attention of the 
BriPsh pubHc is powerfully dlawn to the impurtance of 
provi~il'lg for "the very C9nsiJerable number of soldiers 
whieh would be needed in India, in the .~vent of a serious 
struggle with a civilised Power;' In short, the spef'rh is 

t-
an utgent appea:l to the patriotism of the British Coo-
stitUt!ncie$ to bear additional taxation,. in order that the 
ever· increasing military expenditure of the Government of 
India, wnich the)ndian revenue can no longer defray, may 
be borne by the British taxpayer. 

We have also received the following letter on the above 
subject, ~ ably dealt with by " Historicu<; " : 

The advocacy for encroachments ;n Lord Roberts's 
speech, if any, is so veIled that, if it were pointed out. the 
answer of \word Robert" might be that he "advocated the 

\e"tension of ow, influence among the tribes, not by t.he 
forcible occupa~ion of their territory, but only by measures 
of conciliation and friendlincbs." This certainly would show 
a change of policy from the one recently pursued of "hooting 
down the H unta-N agyris and the ChiI{tsis, sowing discord 
in every direction among, the AfghAn and other tribes, and 
constructing by force military roads through their territories. 

N()r is it easy to explain our, practically, com'erting 
ChitnH into a Bntish dependency, for that country has, in 
~oint of fact, always been independent, though its late 

• ruler, Mihtar Aman-ul-Mulk, formally offered allegiance to 
th~ Amir in 1874, <tnd pdiJ dll annual trltute to Badakhshan, 
whi~h has been admitted by Ru<;sia to be a province of 
Afghanistan. Then as regards our supposed right of forctbly 
occupting the Amir's territory, no lltipulation to that effect 
exi.s~ between us, Lord Roberts says that the Amir has a 
right to demand ~ch action on our part. but. far from demand
ing it, he opposes it, and the text of the only written engage
ment existing betweeQ him and our Government merely 



~ A,1i1Jlr'~. 

~late~'~ . .Itlie substa,. ~tnth ~lkr 'him: t Th"'wiil c6~ 
the l4:i~us arguments fY wbiO"h rat engqge~el1t i~ nOli 

construoo i'ato a ri~~t.~~ our part '2f oCcupying-the Amir'~ 
tou~try again., his wi4. An eq,osu~ At\hese tac;tics W'Qyl~ 
,occupy cqnsiderable 5pac~ and1 might diver~~public a~ 
tion from the'maln question. pmely-whether India ~ 

,.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

hf5t be ucfende4~ainst Rus~n aggressiQll byHlur .avtai1:· 
ing het' attack on our fton~;, or by our fighth)g ' ifH 
6nemy'amidst":the rugged ~Iyn~tains and hostiie, lYfbe~""di 
Afghanistan. . P~LITTlK.A:L. 

It seems to us to be obvious from Lord Rob"erts·s speeob 
at the Mansion House that he a4vises that the trip~ beyorf.d 
the Frontier should be put undef our protection, even if~)I' 
do not lik~ it, and that we should recruit among them. t~y 
are further to be civilized and enric.hed, processes whicH ib. .. 
volve considerable interference on our part. He .. Iso urges 
our compelling the Amir to permit the occupation by us of 
his northern frontier, though we will not interfere with the 
internal administration of his kingdom; in ~ther, words. 
Lord Roberts IS in favour of all that is i~rudeQ u1\aer, 
"a forward poJicy." We quote his ipsi/fima verlm on ~'* 
subject as reported in the Times of the I 3~h J une.---E,v •• : 

., When Abdnr Rahman was placed upon the throne, an engagtmont was enter" into 
by her MaJe.ty S Government to protect Afghanistan agalOst unprovoked foreign aggres· 
slOn, provided that the Amir wa, entuely gUIlkd hy us m hI> foreign relattons. Under 
thIS engagement It IS obVIOUS that cucumstance; might OCCUI whlrh would necessitate ()1\1' 
afjordmg hi>; Highness that armed a%l~tance which he. would be whim hIs rights III 
demanding, and In order that such aSsIstance should be prompt and effectIve It I. or the 
utmost Importance that the populatton of the ~ntne· through which .Iud 16 whIch ~ 
should have to operate should be weIl-dl~posed towards us. (C heen.) A mountalDoGs 
regIOn mhablted by warhke and mdependent trtb~~, numbenng, accQrdlDg to the kit 
InfOrmatIOn we have got, not Icss than ZOO,ooo hghtmg men, separate& the vall~ Q("1t'1\e 
lndus from the Afghan tableland, and If thesc tnbes were to oppose our ad'lJi/tlllte Into 
Ajl{Juzmstan, a large portion of our all too-,m'l.ll field army would be absorbed m( holding 
them m cheek, and ID guardmg our hoe' of communxcatlon Although these tr,b~ arll 
troublesome and fanatical, they dellght m military serVice, make admirable soldlers, a~ 
m many case; have shown a devoted attad.ment to the Bnthh officers WIth whom aft." 
have been associated 1 he present polley of the Government of IndIa toward~ these 
tnhes IS to extend our mfllllPce aI1\ongst then Without menacmg their tndepend~n(,:e, __ ~ 
by trymg to clvzlzze them and Iffcreas, fl,-,r prospertty, to mduce them to look upon us as 
their fnends, who Will protect theIr mtere .~ pnd Insure thell belllg left III unalSt.I!rbed 
posseSSlpn of the territory thLY occupy_ (Cheeth.) As regard. Afghanxstan, tae object of 
the Government (If India of late years has b~en to enter mto really cordial ~nl with 
the ruler and people of that country, and to conVInce Abdur-Ralirna'll that t~ mruntenance 
of an attitude of rc!<;erve and ISolation on hIs part IS mcompatible 'Unt~ Iii /uljilmmt oj 
00" mga;mmnt 'Until h. Tn. It IS even more to hIs advantage than to o,ta that"fgha9lstan 
should be strong and lIldepelldent, but It loannot be eIther one or thel:i(her~o~ our 
R!Slstallce, lUI aSSIstance whlcllit IS impossIble to render wztnout the Amir'; C6-1/p:fO,lipn. 
I much regret that th, proposM miSSIOn to Abdur-Rahman dId not take place •• I'boped 
to have been able to 1Iatlsfy his Hlghne'lS that, ID tolmg .. dt pnC(#tI(J"I '¥U mtg/M b~ 
"«USlIry to guard au ~m /rMtm. the .qovernlllem "Of lndle: had Ill) In\CDUOD. ()~ 
interfering in the! 1ntclmal ad1;J1lm5.\ll1t1~ of his Iq,ngdoPl." (The lUiJC§ are 01l.r8.1 

NEW SERlEs. VOl .. ,Vl. 



l1. PAUL GAUL'r 

ON 

RUSSIAN TURKISTAN./ 

WE have received the manuscript of this magnum opus on 
Russian Turkistan, the first chapter of which (l)n the 

. author's jO\Jrney in Khwareim filled t""o lengthy and inter
esting papers in the issues df" the Revue des deu.;'f M (}f~r!(S of 
August and September last ... The remaining unpublished 
seven chapters extend over a thousand pages and follow 
the traveller through the regions of Tashkand, Samarcand, 
Bokhara and F erghana and aYe S\Icceeded by a History of the 
conqueit of the Kirghiz Stlllt>pes and of their administration. 
They are illustrated By nUrfi*ous photographs and drawings. 
Their importance consist~ (lot only in a piquant recital of 
travels, but also, and mainly, in the author's account and 
opinions of what the Russians significantly call their 
"Colony of Tuilu!:>tan." The work has an immediate 
interest to the comparative student of the respective 
Russian and. British systems of administration in Asia and, 
as M. Gault avoid" polttics, its publication could bC' under
taken with equal grace by either of the two Governments 
as a work of reference whether to the Rus~ian local official 
or to the I ndian Collector or Settlement Officer. I t is 
certainly a conscientious study of the judicial adminIstra
tion, the social and religious life, the agriculture, the 
commeru ~.d history of the Turkistan "Colony," truly 
so caIIed, if ., by this term a regIOn is described in which 
the conqu~ror does not find either the c1imat~ 0'1' the lJ10des 
of cultivation and the economic conditions of the mother
country." We will confine ourselves, at pre!:>ent, to trans· 
la>ing some of the passages from M. Gault's manuscript 
and to rendering the general tenor of the author's 
observations. 

One immense steppe, in which sedentary and agricul
tural populations are installed wherever the soil is. or can 
be irrigated. surrounded by other $teppes traversed by 

, 
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LES 

INDES ANGLAISES 

LEUR IN FL TE eli: 

sun 

LA GRANDEUR DE L'ANGLETERRE 

Plu que tout autl'e pays de !'Extreme Orient, l'Inde a eu III 
pI'ivilege de pas iOllued'Eul'ope. 

Nulle con tree asiatique n'a suscite plus de courageuse enll'6-
pl'ises, nulle n'a plus que !'Inde fait armel' de navil'e ' a la I' chel'che 
de routes nouvelle, faisant aillsi decouVl'il' de continents nOll
veaux; nulle contJ'ee n'a souleve plus de jalou 'ies et de rivalites 
entl's ses conquerants ni plus contl'lbue qu'elle ne Ie fit au develop-
pelllent de la vi~iIle Eur'ope. • ' 

Pendant tl'ois siecles III politique aux Ind-es occupa les chan~elle
l'ies avec la meme attention qu'elles CODSaCl'ent depuis Pl'es de cent 
aDS it la que tion d'OI'ient - une de ses con equsnces - et les m(w
vements se dessillant a l'heUl'e actuelle en Chine ramenet'ont IOt'c8-
ment SUI' les , Indes anglaises cette attention des puissances que 
d'autl'es evenements en avaient momentanement distraite. 

La possession de,S Indes a fait et dMait des nations, apportant a. 1a 
cal'te politique de l'Eul'ope des changements cODsiderables at don
nant aux peuples qui l'ont exercee victorieusement l'hegemonie des 
mers. 

C'est POUI' s'assurer 19 monopole au grand commerce des Indes 
que l'Egypte, l'Assyrie at la Perse chel'chel'ent tour a tOUI' a avoil' 
la haute maiu SUI' la Judee at 1a Phenicie. 



Ce n'est pas dans un autl'e hut qu'Alexnnrfre 1e Ol'aud jehl les 
fondements de 1a puissante ville it laquelle il legun son nom, et l~ 
Sal'rnzins ne font que suil'!'o sa poJi~jqlllit quapd jls Ctablissent en 
Basso/'s et Bagdad Jes citauelles de la route ol'ientale. 

!'iinis, tandis que Ja puis,~otlCe maul'es~ue I'ecule, Gen9S et Veniso 
qui araient cMjlt recuail/i son Mr'itage adistiqne s'euhcllis ent 
llientOt df! sou commel'ce, aUf!uel on les avait dopuis pou initities. 

Les has$ins de Ja mel' Rouge et de la Meditet'l'anee sont 'eM 
gr'nndes voies pal' OU I'oplllenc(;) des Tndes so d~vel'.;;e €n Europe, 
1l11;lenant les epices, les mOllsselines et les soies l';!s pIn mel'voilleu
sement ielltlos jusque Sllr les mal'ches de Bl'uges et les ) Ioges do In 
Baltique. 

Et c'ost pl'eciseruont ~\ l'Ilelll'e ou I'Occirtent rectleillc ainsi lef; 
fruits d'ull tt'atic seculaire, que les TUI'CS ottornalJ~ con)luencellt 
lelll' COI)(Ill(~te devastatJ'ico, Ennelllis db tous les art, c'est ans 
pitie comme sans I'espect qu'iIs envahissent la SYI'ie ot l'Epypte ct. 
qu'jls s'empal'ont de Constantinople, bJOquflllt de la 'or'te la I'oulo 
des cal'av:me.s 011 los marchanJs n'osellt plus ,,'avenlul'el', 

Les voiles qui poussaientjadi les l'i(;1Ies tresol's de nnde vel's les 
l)Ol'ts <In golfe pel'sique ou de la mel' Ronge se replient desol'mais 
inutilol'; , cal' les villes ne I'elentissent plus du chant joyeux de~ 
tl'afiqllants t1'Eul'ope, elles cal'av'anes no relient plus les mol'S, 

SUI' toutes cos contI'8es Ie cimetel'l'e ottoman pl'ojette son ombt'e 
annihilanto, et leul' opulence l'apidement s'efiondl'e avec lelll' puis
sance politiqno, roulr'aut dans Ie silence des villes OlOl'te~ dont de 
Le seps <lovait sou lles til'or un jour. , 

Les peuples de l'Eul'olle met'idionale dont Ja fOl 'lu ne l'eposait 
lwesglle exclusivemollt stu' Ie commel'co des cal'avanes ne pUl'ent se 
l'osoudl'O a accepter passivemeut la situation nouvelle , Apl'as avoil' 
ell vain es aye do renOUOl' pal' \;oie de tel'l'e les relations avec 
rOl'iont, quelques hal'dis llavigntetu's s'ofil'irent POUl' chel'chel' a 
atteindl'o pal' 'mer cos coutl'eeS de nnde, sources de si gt'andes 
J'it:hessos. " 

m I'hi toil'o de l'EUl'opo lllodel'ue no commence reellement 
qu'a\'ec ce ' auuaciouses l'echerches de In route des Iudas aux XV, 
et XYI" siecles. avec In !'i\Ta lite des puissances four s'en assurer Ie 
monopole. La decollverte de Vasco de Goma cbangea 1a face de 
l'Eul'opo de l'Atlantique a la Mediterl'anee amen3nt tOUI' It tOUI' 

sUI')e pa\'oi::;, 10 PodugaJ, l'Espague, les PJ'ovincas-Uuies et l'Ang-Je
tel'I'('. 



NOLAI I!:S 

Let! Portugais furent les pl'emiel's a inlroduir'e l'influeuce occi
~ntale aux Indes. Mai' leur intolerance et la cruaute de leurs 
~ouv~wneul's - dout il faut excepter Albukel'ke - erupecb~!r>ent 
cetta influence de pOl'ter des fl'uits hcul'eux et finil'ent par soulevel' 
de' timeutes pal'mi les Indiens. 

La I'eunion du PC'l1'tugal a 1'E' pagne ell 1580 sous Philippe II Cut Ie 
coup de grace POlll' la supl'ematie pol'tugaise dalls l'al'chipel indien 
en subo:>donnant, comme Ie fait remal'quel' Huntel', les int(kets du 
POI'tugal en Asie aux intf31'Ms de I'E pague en Europe, 

QuaJJd en 1640 Ie Pol'tugall'edevint une nation independante, les 
Pl'ovinces-Unies et rAngleterre avaiellt dEija acquis nux luues fl'op 
de puissance pour fIU'OIl put les leul' disputer avec ucce. 

Longtemps les Anglai Maient l'e 'tes ignol'allls des I'iebe se que 
Ie POl'lugal et les Hollandais retil'aient des Iudes et lie ongeaient 
Jlul1elllellt a entrer dans In lice. Mai i outiain, en i 5 7, Dr'acke cap
tUI'ait Ie Sail1t-Philippe, navi l'e battant pavilIon POl'tugais et tl'ouvait 
dans les papiol' de bopd des l'en eigne0l81lt si cl)llcluunts SU I' la 
l'ichesse ol'ientale qu'aussilqt il cOlUl1luniqua a ses compatl'iote Ie 
desie de meth'e l'Angletel'ee et;l comlllunication avec lo'! 1>0I'tS <Ie 
l'Iude. 

John Cabot, Sit' Hugh Willollgby, Hudson et BatIin avaiont 011 

vain tenta de les atteindee pal' voie de tel're au Nopd. 
Les Anglais se decidel'ent donc pOUI' la voie mUl'jtime et ils se 

mil'ent a I'ouvrage avec d'autant plus d'enel'gie Ijue les IIollaildai 
venaient de haussee Ie prix des epices si considerablement quo l'An
gletel'l'e etait desoeruais ala mel'ci des Pays-Bas si ses ·baleaux tar
daient a pal,ti P. 

Les Hollandais, etaient depuis quelque' temps dc:ija solidement 
ancl'es aux Indes. Eux aussi avaiellt d'abord essaye la voie de ter'l'e 
teutative qui I'endit celebre Ie nom de Bal'ellts, mais l'a vaient bien
tOt abandonnee pour suiVl'e Houtman autou!' du Cap de Bonne
Esp(h'ance. 

En quelques annees, de puissantes compagnies s'eta!ent montee~. 
Bl'uges, Anvel's et Amstel'dam etaient les gl'ands entl'epots des pi'o
duits indiens importes d'abol'd parle Portugal, puis sous pavilion 
hollalldais. S'etant ainsi peu, iI peu emancipes, et grace a I'accrois
&ement constant de Jeul' marine :;0 voyant pour ainsi dil'e les mai
tl'es de la mel" les Pays·Das crUl'ent pouvoir reglel' a Ieul' fantaisie 
Ie prix des delm\es Ol'ientales. De 3 sh. ils elevel'ent soudain a (j 
at 8 ~h. Ie prix du poivri3 indien, 



LE8 JJI'DES .4NGLAISES 

• 
C'est ce fait, iDsignifi/lnt en apparence, qui"'lletel'milla Je declin de 

leuI' puissa1'\ce colonia Ie ell leut' suscitant un adver aire d." glgan
. tesque taille": l'Angletel'l'P-. 

Les JH~gociants anglais, en effet, De puront se resoudl'e a passel' 
pal' toutes Jes exigences hollandaises. lnstruits pat' "les documents 
saisis SUI' Ie Saint-l hilippe et encoul'8ges pal' la dastl'uction de 
l'Al'mada qui Jeul' donna confiance en leur mat'ine, ces negociauts se 
decid€ll'ent a fondel', eux aussi, une Compagnie des lndes. . . 

Au Hombre de 125, ils se I'eunissent a Foundel's Hall a Londees, 
en 1500,et fondant la pI'emiel'e compagnie, incorpol'ee, ran d'apres, 
sous la Reine Elisaheth sous Ie nom de « GovernOl' and Com
pany mel'ciJants of London tt'ading in the Great indies» au capital 
de liv. 30,133.68 envil'on 800,000 fl'ancs 

.. .. .. 

Avant de commenceI' l'exBlllen nes deu Y.. peri odes de I'histoil'e 
commel'ciale in<1iennequi, seules, non occuperunt, Ie pointde depal't 
et la situation actuelle, il me faut l'emplir un devoit, de t'ecor.uai'
sance. GI'iICe a I'appui si obligeaut de Sit' Francis Plunkett, En '/oye 
exh'aol'diqail'e et Mini tt'e plenipotentiaire de S. M, Britannique, a 
Bl'uxeIJes, on m'a gracieusement ouvel't les pOl·tes des al 'chives a 
l'Inclia Office, une des annexes des AfIait'es etl'angel'es t.le Loudl'es ; 
Sir George Birdwoocl, run de ses dil'ecteul's, a bien voulu m'aidel' a 
y tI'OUV8I' to us Jes I'enseignements intel'essant la question. C'est a 
Ieul' haute intervention que je dois les notes inedites et les docu
ments officiels de cette et~de et ce m'est un devoir bien doux de les 
en l'emel'ciel·. Leil autl'es renseignements ont ate puises, pour la plu
part; dans l'Im perial Gazetteer de HunteI' et dans les.« Records of 
Court» dout Sir G. Bil'dwood a ras'>emble un catalogue extl'~me· 
ment el'udit et complet. 

II. 

Quand on compare Ie debut et Ie resuttat de cette vast~ entre
prise, la colonisation des Indes, ce n'est p:\s sans emotion et sans 
re~pect que ron lit dans les regisb'es de la premiere compagnie l'epo

. sant a I'India Office, les signatures ol'iginales de ces 125 negociants 
jetant les tondements du futur empire des lndes . 

• 
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(1) « Ceci - dit Ie document date du 22 septemhl'6 1599 - sont 
les noms des pel'sonnes qui ont sign'ti de l(:lUl' pl'Opl'e main POUI' s'in
teros. et' dans Je vOY1.lge pl'ojete vel's Ie Innes ol'ielltnles (,'oyage 
qu'il daigne complait'a au Seigneur' de l'endl'e PI'O pEn'e) et les 
somme qu~ le dite perSO\1UeS veulent aventUl'el'. » 

118 eliseut un comite de 15 pet"onnes, nOllS appl'ennent les nom
hreu es demarches faites pOUI' amenel' Je pl'ojet a Ull I'esullat heu
reux et dorwent dans lelll' regi 'tl'e Ie ' detail Ie plus cil'con tancie 
quant au choix des navit'e , de l'equipage' et de 111 engaison, 
, Puis, pratigues, ils rlell1andent a la Reine I'exeinpiion riu dt'oit de 
douane et, pour I'ohtenil' s'appuient SUI' un pl'ecedent hollandais. 

(2) « Que l'exemption de douane, ecJ'ivent-il', soit bumblemerrt 
demandee ponr tous le biens qui sel'out tl'anspol'tes pendant six 
voyages pal'ce qu'il 'faudl'a boaucoup d'expet'iellces avant que la con
tI'ee ne soit munie de Olat'chandis~s vendables la, et c'est roul'quoi 
Jes mal'challds hollandai fUl'ent aussi pOUl' Jem' meilleul' encoul'a
gement exemple de deDit" taut en expol'tant qu'en important 
(dl'oits de douane et de sOI,tie). » 

Le mElITIe !'egistl'e nous appl'end - Ie monde n'a gual'e I')hange!
que quelques souscl'irteu I's pI'is de POUI' onL refuse de \'el' 01' leur 
cote-part, mai y ont eLe c01ltl'aints pal' UII oJ·.h'e de la Rei ne. 

Tous les fl'ais de cet te pl'emiel'e exped ilion deva ien t Ml'e suppol'tes 
en com mUll et l'iulegl'alite des beneficos revelli}' aux llouscl'ipleul' , 

Et des Ie pI'emiel' voyage, la .compagnie ayant ete incol'Jloree 
en 1(300 'pal' Ja .H.eil18 Elisabeth qui lui donna sa pl'emiel'e chal'te, les 
benefices tlepas al'ent 100 p. c. alteignaut pl'es d.e 200 p, c. a chacun 
des onze voyages sui van ts, Ie quatl'ieme e,\cept~. . 

Le capital expose dans ces douze voyages fut de Jiv. 4(Vt,4 t1 
,oit par voyage . 3 ,090 
Capita} chaqll'e iois l'epl'8Sente en moyenne pal' 

de mat'chandi es POlll' .Iiv. 
Pat' de la monnaie . I iv. 
Par l'al'mement . . liv, 

02,41 i 
t38,127 
263,74.6 

(~) «The names of sucl,le personas as have wr'iLLill wiLhe lhcl'o..,!>wlle hande , t'l "enler 
in the Ill'etendcd voiage to Lhe East-Ilidies (Lhe wiehe it maie fJlease thc Lor·de to pSpCI') 
and lhe somes thaL they will ad"clltul'e, lhe xxij eptemhl' 11)00. " 

(2) " Thal f"eetlo:'nc of cllstome be hUlllblie rClJllil'Cr! fo r ull suche goodcs os nre 
carried out. in 6 \ inlles the rathel' fOl' I haL mony expcrimenL al'e 10 bc made hcfor'c Lhe 
eounlt·y shalbe filled with Inal'clHllidi~c vendiLle ther, and {or thaL nls the iluclre 
mchallls (or L1le beller encol'~emenL al'C [I'ccd fOI' di"cI's yel'es b'llllr of custom outwO\'d 
'Ind inward. 



Le succes de I'entl'eprise amena en 16171es JH~gociants de Londres 
it donnel' a leur Association Je car'Bctero de Societe c Joint Stock~. 

Son capital rut alors port6 a lit. 1,620,040 souscrit par 954 per
sonnes pal'mi lesqueUes nous trouvons 313 mat'chands, 214 cOut'tiers, 
25 m81'chands etl'angel's, ifi ducs, 82 chevaliel's, 26 cloctellrs « en 
divinite et medecine ,., 13 dames titl'ees et 18 « veuves et v;er-ges . .. 

Le succes appelant la concurrence, une societe rivale so fonde, 
l'ivalite qui devient un dangel' public en 1660 et finit apr'es des dis
cussions pa1'lementair'es des plus ol'ageuses pal' Ia fusion des deux 
compagnies en une association uniq!Je : «The united company af 
mel'chants of England t l'ading in the East Indies» . 
. L'influence de ces pl'cmiel's voyages de 1600 a 1623, bien que ce 

ne fu~sellt que des entl'epl'i es relativement minimes,' eut cepen
dant pour effet de Cl'ee!' ell Anglete"I'I'e un courant d'aliail'as consi
dtkable . 

Josia Child dans ses« discoul'..;eson tl'ade » publies en 1670 re,UH'e 
deja les nOll) breux aVl'lntages que sa patrie y a trou yeS : « Ce com
mel'ce nous a ' donne une excellente nnu'ina et nou a fuit a voil' 
ainsi de premier'a main Ie poivre, les epices, Ie salpetl'e, l'illdigo, les 
toiles at les mousselines que noils ne pouvions jusqu'ici obteni'1' lue 
de la Flandl'e, Nous avons meme un' excedent de poivl'e et d'epices 
nous pe1'1l1ettallt d'ell eXpOl'tsl' eo FI'ance, en Espagna et en Italia 
poul'la valetll' de 300,000 livres. 

Les enh'oprises de \a GOffi}Jagnie des Irides fil'ont fait'e de gl'an,ls 
pl'ogl'es a l'al't de Ia navigation et mi'rent a la disposition de 
rAllgletel'l'e u ne flotLe bien equipee et bien annee de plus de 90 vais
seaux dont 30 etaient les premiers vaisseaux a h'ois bOl',ls qu'on vit 
dans les mEl!' anglaises pOl'tant 30 canons avec un equipage de 60 a 
100 hommes . . 

L'inoustl'ia C01l1111enQa Ii s'allimer at se developpa rapidement non 
seulement POUl' fOUl'nil' aux vaisseauxen pal'tance l'ar-mement mais 
aussi les mal'challdises d'echange que la Compagnie ocouJait aux 
Inde3 avec un gl'o!> pI'ofit. L'impulsion generale qu'en reQoivent les 
aBair'os ameJiol'e Ja situation moyenne des classes at stimulI! ces 
controvel'ses coml1lel'ciales et industrielles suv lesquelles reposent 
las premiel's fondemollts de la philosophie economique recueillis 
pal' Adam Shmith. 

Les voyages ela l'gissaient l'hol'izon intellectuel et IDOI'al de 
l'Angletel'I'e, Je01's avelltUl'es ver'saiellt daus Ie sang 3nglais cette 
enel'gie et ce gout des pays Jointaills favOl'isallt une emigr'ation 
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devenue indispensable, alOl'S que les narl'ations des voyageul's 
venant de nnde inspiraient ]e genie de Shakespeare ot de Milton. 

La science coloniale se developpait a meme, et les in tt'uctions 
,'eposant a l'India Office nOlls montl'flnt avec queUe patience les 
directeul's de la Compagnie de I,ndes etudiaient In politiqlle coloni. 
satl'ice de' Provinces- Unie et du POI'tugal, et avec quelle initiative, 
quelle clade, quelle precision ilc; traduisaient en ol'dl'as a leurs 
subordonnas les I'esultats de leur experience. 

Ayez gl'and soin, eCI'ivent·ils, que tel lot de mal'cbandises ne soit 
pas mouilla, cal' vous lui (el'iez pel'dt'e la moitie de sa valeul'. Ne 
jetez pas fancl'e dans tel popt, de crainte des insulail'es. Mefiez-volls 
de tel et.tels pilotes et n'ajolltez qu'une uemi-croyance a tels autpes 
qui pounaient amener voh'e perte pour piller la cal'gai on. 

La Com pagnie des Indes ne s'ing~ka guel'e dans Ie opinions I'eli
gieuses de indigenes et laissa libremellt se chal'gel' de ce soin les 
jesuites que les Portugais avaient amena aux Indes. Ces pl'etJ'es, 
disent les l'apPol'ts du temps, vivent tres pauvl'e01ent, ils n'oDt 
pa~ ' tout Ie confod que les EUl'opeens cl'oient indi sp~nsable et se 
melent a la yie joul'llalifll'e des Indiem , tachant d'amellOret' leur 
situation matericlle et mOI'a le. 

Maisjamais les AngI3is ne Suppol'tarellt que la plus lagare con
tt'ninte ftit eXffl'Cee; les lois actuelles defendent merna tout outt'age 
aux religions existantes et a leur culte, quel qu'il soit. 

La Compagnie des lndes ne s' immisca dans l'ol'ganisation des 
castes que juste autant qu'il la fallait et na tenta jamais de fail'a de 
la philanthl'opie aux dapen') d'autl'ui , Ella ne songa pas a abaisset' 
l'ol'gueil des chef mais fit les plus gl'ands efIods POUI' Re les rendl'e 
favol'ables ou tout au moins les neutl'alisel~ quand iIs ne conseulaient 
pas a devenil' les instruments de son int~ket colonial. Inllombl'ables 
sont les in h'tlctions donnees 8 ce sujet allX fonctionnail'es de la 
Compagnie. 

C'est dans la clade, la pl'~!Cision at la minutie de ces iUSll'l1ctions 
, et dans la ponctualite, la discipline et I'e·nel'gie avec lesquelles elles 

tUl'ent executees que nous tl'Ol1VOIlS Ie secret du sllcces de la Com
pagnie de Indes dont l'em'{Jit'e allait ~a ns cesse gpandissant, (:\Landant 
jllsqu'a la Chine l'influence de SOl) commel'ce. 

Alors, commencent les iutr'igues ct Ie ' luttes avec Ie Portugal et 
la Hollande, campagnes dont Ie detail nous entl'ainel'ait trop loin, et 
qui aboutissent a la victoire des Anglai . 

II ellt inhkessant cepe.1dant de notel' qu"en f{j 9, alOl's que 10 
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Portugal ne songeait qu'a convertir les indigenes etqua les hollandais 
vi!;aient sut'tout aux gpos pl'ofits, la Compagnie des lndes visait plus 
loin et plu';; juste: . 

« L'augmentation de nos revenus coloniaux, politiquoment par
» lant, est autant nott'e souci que l'augmentation de notl'e commerce, 
» et quand vingt accidents viennent interrompre celui-ci , ceux-Ia 
» doiveut Mre maintenus. C'est notre organisation fiscale qui fera de 
.» nous une nation aux Indes, sans 'eela celle-cj ne sera jamais qu'un 

• 7> gl'aud nombre « d'intedopers »r€mni par la charte royale, et 
» aptes seulement a tl'afiquer Ia ou aucune autre puissance' ne eroit 
» avoiL' intel'Bt a DOUS le dMendl'e », 

Les Hol/andais, Jes POI'tugais, les FI'anQais\ Jes Danois, les Espa
gnols, les Ostendais, les Pl'llssieus et les Suedois ont di;;pute a 
l'Angletel'l'e la· suppematie aux ludes. Mais comme Ie fait avec 
rai Oil remal'quer W. W. Huntel" cbacune de ces entl'eprises avait 
en elle-ll1ome Ie germe de son futuI' insucces, ou fut arl'etee dans..sa 
lllCll'che parde malheUl'eu:3es n€lcessites de la politique continentale 
de la m8I'e-patl'ie. 

Les Portugais succomb~l'ent parce qu'jls entl'epl'il'ent une tache 
au dessus ue leur fopce: la cOnquetH et Ia conversion des ludes. 

La Eiollande y fut dMaite, bien qu'elle y eut laiss€l des Je<;ons pour 
les peuples a _ venil'~ Tlarce qua son commerce reposait sur un mono
pole iu)possible a maintenil' si cen'estau moyen d'armement~ cominA
rabIes et ruineux. Mais c'estneanmoins a l'organisation civile et mili· 
tail'e des Hollandais qu~ la Compagnie anglaise emprunt~ la plupart 
de ses in tL'uctions et meme 13 hi€ll'arcbie et le~ titres de ses 
fonctionnail'es. 

Les Franr;ais ne parent 'y maintenil' victol'ieux leur ascendant, -
malgl'e la hravoure de leurs al'm€leS et Ie genie de leul's g€lneeaux, 
par manque de soutien en Europe et par la r-ivalite personI1elle et de 
parti peis de deux administeations ou de deux chefs qui, telsLa 1lour
donuaie ahandonnant Dupleix, sacl'ifiel'ent l'intEket national a leurs 
rancunes particuli81'es. 

Les Prussiens, les Ostendais. les 8w!dois virant sacrifiel' leurs 
entr'eprise deja fiol'issanles parfois dans les lodes aux visees poli
tiqu8S, a Ja diplomatie de leul' patl'i€ en Eupope. 

J'ai Jlomme la Compagnie d'Ostende, et devant-elle on me per
mel(ra de m'al'retel' un instant. Elle a succomM, c'est vrai, et en 
deux mots .ie viens d'en donnel' la raison, mais cela a toujours ete 
une belle et grande entraprise, et rien qu'a lire aux archives a 
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Londt'es, les m6mlOil'es parlal1t d'elle pOUI' la fai/'e ecal'iel" on devine, 
on est a la fojs rav.i et fler de senti l' ryll'elle eut ete aujourd'bui pour 
la Belgique une ~out'ce de gloll'e et de re,'enus immens(l' i Ie 
cahinet autl'ichien p'avait dicte sa mort pour re tel' fidele a sa 
diplomatie. 

Mais qui donc a dit que nou n'eHons pas une nation coloni atl'ice'! 
Qui dOllc a dit que l'esprit d'enll'eprise 'tait tout entiel' a Ct'eel' en 
Belgirlue? A ces affirmations gl'atu ite , il suffit'ait d'oppo er Ie 
temoignage vivant de nos vaillants Belges au Congo, nu SUI' l'inc;pi
ration clairvoyante de noh'e Souverain , ils pre parent « a greater 
Belgium 1> une plus g/'ande Belgique, ainsi que J'exemple de Ja 
Compagnie ostendaise. 

La Compagnie ostendaise tut fondee en 1722, et autorisee Ie 
17 decembt'e, pat' ~empel'eUt' d'Autriche pour pI'endl'e part au pal'
tage commel'cial des lode. Au capital de 25,000,000 de feancs, eile 
ery lli pa de nomhl'eux navit'es, et etablit a Coblum, a Covelacq et a 
Bankipool' ou Bankibazaal', sur Ie flenve Hugli, deux comptoil'S si 
bien ol'ganises qu'il menacel'ent bientOt Ie commerce des anciennes 
compagnies rle l'Eul'ope. Le ' Hollandais, les Anglajs et surtout les 
Francais dont les comptoil'S de Challdel'nagor sur I'IIugli,etaient pIue:; 
directement menaces, vuyaient avec un regl'et mal dissimule l'ener
gie et l'habilete des Ostendais bath'e en breche leurs interet les plus 
chel's. 

Jalonx (\tlssi de voir la chade de i 722 accorder a la Compagnie 
o::;!endaise plus d'avantages ryue ne leut' octl'oyait la leul', ils ne tal'
derent pas it eleva!' des plaintes nOlllbreus8s et a pOll ser des cla
meUl'S dont la diploma tie des divers pays interes 6s se fit Ie 
complaisant echo en Europe. . 

II en fut SUl'tout ainsi quand les puissances devinel'ent que les 
visees de Cpal'le VI, bien conseille par Ie prince Eugene, n'etaient 
pa moins politiques que comme!'ciale, et que la Compagnie 
d'Ostende n'etait sans doute qu'un noyau autoul' duquel peu a peu se 
el'aitcl'cee ulle Botte s(3Pieuse avec piusieul's ports d'attacbe,O:ltende 
~t Fiume ou TI'ieste. ' 
. Une pal'eille flotte, l'endant I'empire independant des Pay -Bas et 

de l' Angletel're, et en faisant une puissance mal'itime de pI'emier 
ordl'e pOUI' peu qu'on mit en etat les ports de Ia Raltique et de 
l'Adl'iatique, une P31;':lille ilotte, il fail/ait a tout prix en empecher 
la cl'eation. 

Et la pauvre Compagnie 0stendaise, pendant cinq annees fut Ie 


