
s o , 

::;.. ... . 
' IN TWO LETTERS FROM 

. " 

WARREN HASTINGS, Es~ 

• 
TOT ~ E . '- .. 

COURT OF DIRECTORS; 

AND ONE FROM TH 

NABOB ASUFUL ' DOWL 
SUB A DAR 0 F 0 W D E. 

o • 
TO WHICH AR,E A 'DDED, 

A SERIES o F 

EXPLANATORY FA C T SAND 

l\1agnopere vos' et hortor et moneo, ut his ' Provinciis (criu; 
vos quidem quam d cui!, r~d aliquand6 tamen cc n fuhtj~ . 

CICERO. Ep. ad F, m. 15' I. 

1. 0 N DON: 

PRINTED F R J. DEBRETT, (SUCCESSOR 

At-MON) OPPOSITE Bu:tr.lNGTO. H il u n . ?I C C ,'<;)1l.LT 
I 



.. -



. ' 

.. 

NEW PUB ·L I C A -T lOoN S. 
1 . ~ -.' . , r .... 

Printed for f bE B RET T, (flicceffor to 
Mr. ALMO~) oppo[!!e Burli~gton .. ho~:e" Pic· 
cad illy. , .. 

1. A Correct Lift of the Minority and Majority, up0,\ 
. theMotion~' Il13de'by Sir JAMES LO\VT,HER, Decem'
ber nth 17th, agamft the Amer.ican War. 'Printed in rt:d 
and black on a large /heet, proper to be 11ung up in ~very 
~ou[e iQ.,England. Price 2d. or 12S. per hundred. " ' : 

. II: The Speech of the Hon. CHARLES JAMES Fox, ~t· ~ 
General Meeting of the Electors of Weftmmftef, on Monday 
the loth of December, 178 1; held in Weftminfier-hall, for 
the purpo[e of conlidering Of fueh rnea(ures as may be thought 
advifeable, in the prefent critical and abrrning fi cuarion of 

. the Kingdom; il1ullrated with ' an elegant a.nd correa like.; 
aefs of the Hon. Mr. Fox. Printed on a large !be t; price 
3d. or one Guinea per hundred. t 

lII. A Letter to the Right Hon , CHARLE S JENKII'l'SON, 
Ilpon the prefent critical Situation of Public Alfairs , and tbe 
Condua of the lnterior Cabinet. The Fourth Edition . 
Piice 2S. " 

IV. On ~he Debt of th~ation, compared with its ~eve. 
nue.; and thet impoffibility qf carrying on, ~h W'ar-with
,?ut Public CE,fon,o~y. Price .2S . 

V. Extract of al\ original Letter from Calcutta, relative 
to the AdminiRration of J ufiice, by Sir EL I} A H IMPS'f'. 

Ut ante hac flagitiis. ita nunc 
Legibus l~boratur. ' T ACITIlS. 

PrJee IS. 6d. ' 

VI. Original mjnu~es of the ' Governor General of Fo.rt 
William, in ,Bengal, on tbe appointmeht recommended anti 

carried'by Mr. ' H AsTING8, in October. 1780. Of Sir Elijah 
Iinpey, to be'Judge 'of 'ihe Suader Dewanny A.dawlet, with 
a falary of five thoufand fix Jtundred ficca rupees a month, 
or [even thoufaild feven hundred and ninety-five pound, four 
1hillings per annu~. ~rjee IS. 

I ~Ir. The Origin and Authentic Narrati-ve of the prefent 
Ma{atta War"and alfo oftbe late Robilla War, in 17i3 and , 
J774; whereby he Eall India Company's Troops (as merce
l\aries) extermined that brave nation. and openly drove them 
fpr afylum and exiftence into the dominions of their former 
i. . . , . , . moft 



BOO K SPrinted f'dr J. DEB R t ,T T.: 

moll inveterate enemies. To which is added,. :phe unac. 
countable Proceedings in the. Ordnance a,nd. Military Store
keeper's Office in Bengal; Price zs. 6d. 

VIIf. Authentic AbftraCls of Minutes in the Supreme 
Council of Bengal, on the late contraCts for Draught and 
Carriage Bullocks, for viCtualling the European troops, and 
~or viCtualling Fort Wil!iam ,; the augmentation of General 
Sir ,Eyre Coote's appointmem, and continuation of Brigadier
General Sibbert's emoluments, though {uperfedeO" in the 
chi ( cOlJlma~d ; and a rem arkable treary, offenli\fe and de. 
fenfive, with the Ranah of Gohud, a Maraha. Plice IS. 6d. 

IX. O bfervations on the Natural and Civil Rights of M an
k ind. the P.erogative of Princes, and the Powars of Govern
merit " in whi~h the equal and univerfal Right of the people 
to Ejection and Reprelentacion, is proved by direCt and con
c;luuve arguments. Addrelfed to the People of EILgland , by 
The Rev. THOMAS NORTHCOTE, Chaplain in the R9yal 
Artillery. Price IS. 

X. The Remembrance,r, for the year .178.1 , being ,com
pleted, may now be had In 2! vols. half bound and ,lettered; 
Price 1,3s. 

(' 'Fhis Day i l Publljheil, price IS. 

No. I II. (of the prefent Seillon of Parliament) of 
,The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; containjn~ the 

fullelt and molt authentic account of the Debate, in Patlia- ., 
Inel)t. -viz . the Speeches of Lord North, Mr. Burke, Earl 
Nugent, Col. Barre, Lord G. Germa in, Lord Maitland, 
M r. Rigby, Gen. Conway, .Hon. William Fin, Hon. Mr. 
l' ox, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Sir George Rodney, General 
Vaughan, &c. 

The Editors beg leave to return their warmell thanks to 
thofe Noblemen and Gentlemen, by whofe diftinguilh ed 
patronage and aid they have been able to conduCt this pub
lication through the laft -:and pr ren t Parlia:nen, in a 
lUal)ner thJlt hath entitled the Work to the approbation of -, 
the Public. The communications with which they have 
been honoured, !lave been attended to with the utmoll care, 
and upon every queftion the UriGt ft candour has been lJb. 
ferved, that the Work might contAin a true and faithful 
account of every' important Debate. 

Of wh III may ~e had, 
The lall Seillons' of thi s Work -(being. the fi rll Scillans of 

(he prefent Parliament) in four large volumes, price d. tIS. 
1I;;.lf bound and lettered. 



TOT H E 

, \ , 
HON. TH~ COURT bF PIRE.CTORS, 

- OFT H B 

HON~ UNITED EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

IfORT WILLIAM, ' :t9th November, 1710 • 

• HONOURAB'LE SIRS, 

you will be informed, hy our cO,pfuI-
tation~ of the, 026th of June, of a very 

unu(ual t-ender, which was made by me to 
the board tnat day, for the ' purpofc of in
demnifying the comp:lf.ly for the extraordi-

. nary expence, wh.ich might be incurred by 
fupplying the detachment under the com
~and of IMajor Camac, in the invalion of 
the Maratta dO":linions, which lay beyon~ 
the diftriCt of Gohud; and drawing the 
attention of Mhadajee Sindia, to whom 
that -country, immediately appertained, from 
General Goddard, while his wa.s employed 

B - _ ,m 



( ~ ) 
In the reduCtion of. Batreen, and in fecuring 
the c~nquefts made by your arms in Guze
rat. I was ddirous to remove the only ob .. 
jeCtion, which had been. or could be often ... 
'fibly made to the rneafure, which I had very 
much at heart, as may be eafily conceived 
from the meanS whi(h I took to effeCt it. 
_For the reafans at large, which in6"'uced 
me to propole t~at diverfion; it will be fuf
ficient to refer you to my minute recommend .. 
iog it, and to the letters received Trom Gene
ral Goddard, near the fame ptriod of time. 
The ' fubject is now btcome obfolcte, and 
all the fair hopes, which I ' had 1::uilt upon 
the pro{ecution of the Maratta war, of Its 

, I termination ill a fpeed)', honourable, and 
advantageo peace, have been blafied by 
the dreadful cafamities, -which hav~ befallen 
your arms in the depen~encies of your pre
fidency of Fort St . George; and challgc:~ 

the object of our pur[uit from the aggrandize
ment of yeur power, to its pre(erva(ion.~ 
My prefc!1t reaCon for reverting to my own 
conduCt on the ccca.fion, which I have men-

, tioned, is to obviate tbe fal[e con'clufions or 
purpofed mifrepr !entations, which . may be 
nlad~ .of it either as an artifice of ofteritation, 

or 



or as the effed of cortupt ihfluetiee, by af .. 
furing you, ' that the money, by whatever 
means it carne into your pl){feflion, was not 
my own; that I had myfelf no right to it, nor 
.would or could have received it, but fl,. tbe 
occajion, which' prompted , me to avail myfl{f I 

: of the accidental m.eans, which were at that 
i~nt qfjorded me, o/accepting and con'Uert-. 
i'ng it to the proper'ty and uJe cf the CC'111patl)! ; 

land .with this brief apology, 1 {hall di[mi[~ 
the fubje~t. 

( , 

Something of affini ty ' t~ this anecdott", 
may appear in the firfr afpea of another 

. tranlaCtion" which I {hall proceed to rela e, 
and of which it is more immediately my duty 
to inform you.-~You will have been ' a(i .. 
vi(ed by repeated addrelfeii of this goverp- . 
ment, of the arrivnl of a.n army at Cuttackj 
unde( thct command of ChiOlI);)jee Booaa, 
the fecond fan of S~oodajee BodIa, the Ita .. 
j ah of Berar. 

" 

The origin ,and defiioation of this force 
have bee'n l~rgely explained and detailed in 
the correfpondence o( the governmen t of 
;aer.ar,~ and in various parts of -Dur co:onfulta ... 

J3 ,a tion~. 
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lions. The minute relation of thefe would 
excee? the bounds of a letter; I {ball there
fore c90fine myfelf to the principal faCt.-

. ,About the middle of 1aft year; a plan' of 
, confederacy was formed by theNabobNizam 
- Ally Ca'wn, by which it was propofed that, 

while the army of the Maranas under the 
command oT Mhadajee Sindia and T~ajee 
Holdar, was employed to check the opera
tions of General Goddard in the Weft of 
India, Hyder Ally Cawn lhould invade the 
Carnatic, Moodajee Booth (he province of 
Bengal~ aed he himfelf the,:Sircars of ~aja .. 
mundry and·Chicacole:--The gov~rn
roent of Berar was required } to ac~ept ~e 

I part affigned it in this cpmbination, and to 
march 'a' large body of troops immediately 
into Bengal. To inforce the requeft on the 
part of the ruling members of the Maratta 
fiate, menaces of infiant hofiility by the . 
combined forces were added by Mhadajee 
Sindia, Tocajee Hold'ar, and Nizam Ally 
Cawn, in letters written by them to Moc
dajee Boofla on the occafion. He was not 
in a £late to fuflain the brunt of fo formidable 

. a .league, and ofienfibly yielded.--r--Suc4 
. at leall: was the turn, which he gave to his 

. acquie~cence 
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ncquie(cence- in hi~ letters to me, a'nd h~s I 

, fubfequent conduct 'bas juftified his profeffi-
, ons. - I was earry and progreffive1y acquaint ... 
cd by him with the requifition and with the 
me~futes, which -were -intended to be taken 

~ , 

' and whiE:h _wete taken him , upon it.--
The army, profeffedly delliried for Bengal, , 
marched of} the DuJ!arah of the 1ail: year · 

-( correfponding with. the 7th ' f October). 
lnfteid of taking-the direCt c rie to Bahar, 
which had ' been prefcribed, it proceeded, by 
varied devrations and fiudied'delays, for Cut
-tac, ~where it arrived la{e in -May' lan, hav-
itrg performed a praCticable journey of three 
months in feven, and concluded" it at ,the 
infiant -commencsement of t!1e~ ra ns, which 
of courfe would prec1ude its operations, and 
afford the government of Berar a.l. further in--

~ terval of five months to provide for the part, 
which it would theD be compellea ;to chufe. 
-In the mean time, letters w~te continu- ' 
ally written by' the Rajah and his .minifiers· 
to this government, explanatory of their Hal

ation and motives, propofing their mediation 
'and 'guaral'ltee, for a peace and alIi nee with 

. the Pelhwa; and prof<:ffing, without foliei- • 

. tation on o~r part, the moll: friend ly ~ifpod-

. , , 

" 
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tion towards us, and the ' mo£\: determinc~ 
~efolution to maintain it. 

# 

Conformably to thefe affurances, and the 
acceptance of a propofal made by the Mood a ... 
jee Booila, to depute his minifiers to BengaJ, 
for the purpofe of negociating and conc1ud ... 
ing the propoCed treaty of peace, applicetion 
had been made to the Pefhwa, for creden~ , . 
tial to the faille effeet :-In the mean 
time, the fatal news arrived of the defeat of 
your army at Conjeveram. It now bec~me 
neceffary) that every other objea: 1houl~. 

give place or be made fubfervient to the pre
fervation of the Carnatic; nor would tho 
~eafures) requifite for that end, admit an 

( 

infiant of delay. Peace with the Marattas 
was th~ ~rft objeCt. To conciliate their al
liance: and that of every other power. in na!u
ral enmity with Hyder Ally; the next in
ftant meafures were taken (as our gene al 
advices will inform you) to fecure both there 
points, and to employ the government of Ec
rar as the channel and inftrument of accom
pliiliing them. Its army fiilllay OD our bor
ders, and in diftrefs for long arrears of pay, 
not lefs occafioned by the want of pecuniary 

funds, 
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funos; than ~. ~~ppage of,'commuuicatiou. 
. -An ,application had been made to us 

for a fupply of money, and the {un: fpecified 
for the complete relief of the arn~j was fix
teen facks.-We had neither money to 
fpare, nor, iq the apparent flate of that go
vernment in its r.elation to ours, would it 
hav~ been prudent or confiUent with our 
public credit ' to have afforded it.-It was . 
peverthelefs my decided opiniort that fome ' 
aid lhould be given, not lefs as a necd[ary ' 
relief, thah as an indication of confidence, 
and a retllrnfor the many injtances offubOa1Z" 
tin' kindnifs, which we had, within 'the 
courfe of the two laft years, experienced from 
the goverQment of Berar.-I had an a.f

fUrt111Ce that Juch a propofa! would, recei'1.'c , 
the ac~zu'ifceJJce of tqe board ;-' but I knew 
that it would not pars without oppofition, 
and ' it would have become public, which 
migh~ have defeated Its p~lCp,o[e . ..:..-.-Con
vinced of the neceffity of the expedient, and 
alfured of the fincerity of the government of 
Bt:rar, from evidences of a flronger proof to 
me, than I co~ld' make them appear to the ' 
o~her members of the board, I refoIved 'to 

ddpt it, and take, the eptire refponfibility 
, . of 
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. " 

.. ' 
~ ... 
-,"i 

) 
. ':0£ ~t upon my fel f. In this mpde, ' a lefs' 

ccrrfiderable fum would fuffice. I accOId ... 
i~g}y cau(ed three Lacks, of RURees to be'de- ' 
livered to t,he minifter of the R ajah of Berar 
refident in -Calcutta. He had it tranfmitted 
to ~utta ck. 'I wo thirds if this fum I helve 
raifed by my own credit, and jhal! charge it 
in my official accoimts ,--tiJe other third, 1 
have jupplie4 from tbe caib in my hands be
longing to the honourable Compan.,Y. 1 have 
giv n due notice to Moodajee :aoofla of 
tbis tranfaa~n, ,and explained it to have 

" b~el'l a private ae! qf my own, unknown to th.e 
~.ther members if the council. I haVe -g':ven 
him expeelation if the remaindet' of the amount' 
required for the arrears oj his ar11'9, propor
tioned to the extent, to ~hich he m,ay put . 

- it in my power to propofe it as a public gra- ' 
t~ity by his' effectual orders for the r~~all of 
thefe troops, or f9r their junCtion wi.th ·ours. 

I hope I Q1all reeeive your gpprobatian of 
what 1 have done far your Jervri:e, and your 
indulgence fur the length of th is narrative) 

which I could not comprize within a ,nar· 
rower compafs. 
1 have the hon ou r to be 

Honour,able Sir, 
Yeur moll faithful, obedient and humble Servant. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS . 
TO ,T.HE 
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THE 

C 0 U R T ' OF D IRE C TOR S. 

OFT H E 

E A S TIN D I A COM PAN Y. 

FORT WILLIAM, ~d. December, liSO. 

HONOUR ALE SIRS, 

I N the preCent alarming fituation of your 
affairs, which their difiance, the long 

and momentous interval, which will have 
paffed before you can receive the knowledge 
of them, and the difl"entions which are ever 
attendant on public calamities will be too 
apt to exaggerate, }OU will p'robably e~pea: 
that I ihould inform you of my particular 
fentiments concerning them, and I am the 
Plore defirous of conforning to this fuppo
firion, from a belief too ftrongly founded, 
tha~ the meafures necefiary to 'the preferva
tion of your poffeffions in India, will inevita-

C; bly 



( 10 ) . . 

bly 'be produCliv.e of one confequence, of 
which you ought to be early apprifed, that 
you may be enabled to obviate it in the pro
vifions, whij;h I underfiand will fall regu
larly under your confideration, foon after 
the probable receipt of thefe d!fpatches. I 
have 'too high a refpect for the characters "0 

which I addre[s myfelf, to treat them with . '" . 
the management of a preparatory, and gra-
,dual introduction of an unpleafing report, 
and as it.is the only point of fubfiantial 
information. which I ~al1 have to convey 
to' you in this letter, I fuall therefore make 
it the firfi fubject of it. 

Tlie' confequence to which I allu'de, is the 
rieceffity to which I [dre[ee that we thall be 
compelled of making a large reduction, an~ 
poffiblya total furpenfion .of your inveO:ment 
for the enfuing year. I cannot pronounce 
what our a iliry may be beyond that pe
riod; thts will depend on contingencies toO' 
variable and remote for prefent conjeCture. 
-In juftification of the meafure itfelf 
which 1 have prediC}:ed, I muO: remark, 
that it will be lefs an aCt of ~he board, than, 
as T have before intimated, the refult of an 

unavoid-. -
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" ' -un~voidable neceffity, in which no option 
will be left us, but 'either to facfifice ' the 
temporary profits of the ~ompany, or to ,
'hazard for ever the exillence of all that they 
poffefs for the fake of. r~tainillg them. ' 

It witt be impoffible, at the fame time, to 
, . provide for the vall: expence which.will be 

required for the fubfiftence and defence of 
both your other prefidencies, and the fuppJies 
for an. invellment, in addition to the increafing 
exigencies of this government, and all from 
its own unailified refources. 

We have been alreaay reduced to the 
mortifying extremity of borrowing money at 
intereil, by which owe have raifed the fum 
of, Rupees 64,44,60 I 6.:--This re
(ource cannot lall._It mua ceafe at a cer 

'. tain period, and that perhaps not dill:ailt; 
but. ~he exigency which called it forth will 
fiil1 remain the fame,. and mull: be ,anfwered. 
- We have no other fund from which 
we can defray it~ . with the prefent appro
priation of our ~ means; 'for, exdufively of 
the foreign calls, our own internal-expences 
have accumulated, ~nd will ye, increafet 

not-
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notwit~fianding all the care and (economy 
that we may ufe to check them; 'as we muft 
replace all the native ,troops which we have 
detached to the relief of the Carnatic, and as 
it is to be apprehended, that our reven~e 

may fuff"c:r by the large dr~fts which we 
, 1hall be obliged to make of our current - \ 
,{pecie. _ 

I wi\1 confers that I am myfelf more 
alarmed at the novelty of the nfeafure, than 
convinced of any real detriment of which it 
will prove to your interefts, when I confider 
that your {hips are detained 'in their out[et 
for months by the want of hands to navigate 
them, and liable, without any ' exemption 
or diftincfion to the fame hardlhips, as the 

. neceffities of public fervice impofe on com-
o mon veffels of tra~e; that they arrive too 
l~te to be all difpatched in the fame feafon ; 
that equal delays often attend them in their 
r turn, which is accompli£hed with hazards 
fo great, that at leaft a part of their cargoes 
cannot fail, without great negligence of 
our national enemies, to fall into their'hands, 
and in that fenfe [0' much of your invefiment 

n:ay 
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m~y t be affirmed to be . pro~i~etl for their 

. benefit, equally with your ~o[s. 

I , can venture to a'{fure ' you, that every 
precaution will be taken By this ad~ljnjara
tion with the advice bf the' board of trade, 
to prevent the, in onveniencies to which the 
buunefs of your invefiment may be liable, I 

in its renewal from its having been difconti. 
nued. Refpetling ,the expedients which 
may be recommended · for [upplying the de~ 
fitiency of your invet1ment, in cafe of its", 
ftoppage beyond the next year, upon thefe ' 
I do not prefume to offer my opinion. They 
will not efcape your peJ1etration, and I kp.ow . 
that they will be fuggefied by a judgment 
and experience .. ih thefe PQints Juperior ~o 
my own. 

I.do not know. whether your fu pra cargoes 
at Canton will frand in any need of Qur af. 
fifi:aoce ~ ' I fhotild think 'not; but it is u.n

. neceifa.ty to add, aft~r what I have 'hereiq 
premifed, that it wilJ be equally out of our 

,power to afford 'it. 

. I wait in anxious expeCtation of an anfwer 
[rof!). the governm~nt of Berar to my dif

patches 



, . 

. , . 
patches, which conveyed the 'treaty propofed 
for 1tS guaranty, and the ratification of·,the 

adm.toiftration of Poonah. This , may ~r
rive in the. cour[c of another week . .. I have 
every rearon to believe that it wi ll be entirely 
COil -•. f1 ant to my own willies; with the aid, 
or even the nutrali ry of thIs power, I have 

no doubt of being able to make the refoorces 
of this government equal to every fen·ice, 
which may be exacted from them; both for 
the ma·intenance of the actual peace of thefe 
provinces, and the re(toration of your ~lffa irs 
in the Camatie, however defperate they may. 
now a pear, if they contiil1le under the con", 

duct of your prefent commander in chief. 

I can venture to pronun~e what may be 
the determin~tion of the adminill:ration of 
Poona .-Confidered as a fiate, it has cer
t;Jinly every caufe to dread the aggrandize-

. ment of Hyder Ally Cawn, its natural ene
my ;~as :\ faction, though not wholly 
uninterefied in the event of his fucccrs, it 
may be influenced by 'other caufes; by the 
tit:s of confederacy ; by its own weaknefs;' 
by'the jealoufy of Ragonaut Row; by the 
afcendant of Mfiadajee Scindia, al)d his fe-

parate 
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parafe views;,· which are in~omp~tibIe ~ith. 
peace, and perhaps by national. refentment ; 
yet I: ththk it ' pr?babJe that ' the exam pIe Of 
the govemment of Berar .ma'y contribute to 
turn the . [cale in our favour; but I have no 

:grounds fo~ fuch an expeCtation jh any recent 

act or appearance. 

·Permit me to offer a bri f reflection on the 

prefe.nt ,fbte of your politica1 affairs.--;-I 
have been · told that the Maratta 'war · has · 
been, I know nor on what ground or fug ... 
gefiion, attributes to me.--Your honout:
able court is poffeffed of the fullefi' eviden~e 

\ -of the contrary.--The occafioo of the- ' l 

war was'planned and executed without the 
~nowledge or .previous concurrence of this 

. gove.rnment; which has no other parqcipa
tjon in jt, than . in providing, by an extraor
dinary exertion, for tbe fupport of the O1'f:\

fures undertaken, by the p(efide~cy of Bom- • 
bay, if thefe fucceeded" an9 f~r jts ~pre[e~\la. 
lion if they failed. Our de tachmeJl t arrived ' 
feafonably for the 1 aLl: of (hefe objeas, and 

_ for the. red.ernpti~n cf ~he nationa l bo;'our, 
which had, without it, .been 'jrretr:evabJy lc (t. 

I had .indeed flattered · myfelf that the . ar 

wl'uld , 
• 
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would have foon terminated in Jfuch advan. 
tages, as would have amply atoned . [p.r the 
paft calamit!es which had attended it ... -
Wi)atever conviction I may entertain of fueh . 
a,ccmclufi6n ,. it is now reduced to an argu
ment of unavailing [peculation, in which 

(every perf on 1S at liberty to form his own 
OpInIOn. 

Another and more interefiing occafion~ 

has now called for the exertions of this go
vernment, in the prefervation of your govern
ment at Fort St. George.----This, at leaft, 
will not be imputed to the government of ' 
Bengal.------If the extorted and palliated ' 
"Confeffion of the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn 
may be credited, and we have the evidence 
of the moft public notority to confirm it, it 
was the {ole effect of a confederacy formed 
at his infiigation, and dictated by his refent-

.ment of the infringments, made by the [elect 
committee of Fort St. George, on his rights ' 
obtained by the treaty fubfifling between him 
and the company, and his natural apprehen
fion of hofiilities intended by that government 
againft him. , Whatever be the 'caufe, {ueh 
have been the effec;ts; and it is our duty . 

to 
• I 

I • 
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' to do a11 that 'may be in our power to avert 
them. This we haye already don~ t~ a de
gree as great as the time -and our means 
would a~tnit.------We have exhaufied our 
treaCury, we have deprived ourfelves of the 
flower of our army for their relief; we have 
abandQl1ed our own meafures in the crifis of 
their fuccefs; we have formed a powerful 
detachment wllich will be in a condition to 

march, in a fe w days from this date, and 
have uf~d means, which, though ,new and 
untried, 'were the moO: likely to prove of 
fpeedy and of c~rtai\l efft:Ct, to win allies to 
their caufe, even of our prefent enemies.----_ 
I hope it wi1l not appear the affum rion 'Of . . 
an undue merit to obferve, that extenfive as 
the aids are which, we have already afforded 
them, and at a (i aron in which ·the rules of 
your fervice have hitherto interdiCted tbe 

. navigation of thefe fcas, in confideration of 
. the danger attending it, tbey. arriv{'d in Cafety 

at Fort St. George in lees than two mon ths 
from the date of the ca'amity, which fUT
nitbed th~ occafion for them, computed 
from the return of the army under Sir HeCtor 
Munro at the mount, on ' the ) 4th of Sep

"tember 10 th arrival of the lail (hip of the: 
D .' fi er • 
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fleet, the Duke of Kingfton, at Fort St. 
George on the 5th of Novem~er. 

We {ball continue to employ the fame 
vigilant attention to your interefis, and I have 
I}O fears for the event, while I have the hap
pinefs to potTefs my prefent means, with the 
fame able and willing a./!'!flance, wDich Jor
tune has given me in my prefent ajJociate in 
this government. 

I mofi humbly ~eg leave to conclude this 
letter,' with recommendation of Major Pop
ham to your favour. The fervices, which 
he has rendered, in the expulfion of the 
Marattas from the dOJIlinions of your ally 
the Ranah of Ghodud, and efpecially in the 

• capture of the important fortrefs of Gualier, 
have given him-a claim to my folicitation in 
his behalf; and you will permit me to ob
ferve, that in whatever mode you may be 
pleafed to fiamp your approbation of his fer
vices, you cannot have a more deferving fub
ject for it, nor a feafon, in which the zeal 
of ybur fervants will better entitle them, on 
every principle of policy, a well as juitice, 
to fuch rewards and encou ragements. 

1 have lhc: honour to be, &c. 
, . 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Tranjlation of a letter from his Highnefl tht 
Nabob Aftfal Dow/a, Subadar if Owdt 
and, 17izier ' if the Empire, to Charles 
Purling, E/q. ReJident at his Court, on 
the part of the Eafl India Company. 
Dated Lucknow, 19th of November, 1779. 

THE friendlhip between tbe honoura-
ble Co'mpany, Mr .. Railings governor 

general, the fupreme council, and myfelf, 
has not the leaft !hadow of difunion. Do-
minIOn, plOperty, and honour are the fame ~ 

to us. 

The fituation of my affairs, refpeCl:ing 
the pte'fent time, I ~nformed Mr. Middleton 
of, both by writing and co~verfation, and 
I now proceed to lay the whole before, you. 

During fe three years paft, the expence . 
occafioned by the troops in Brigade and 
others, commanded by ,Ear9pean office~s, 

has much difirefl'ed the fupport of my houfe
hold, in1omu'th that the I allowance' made 
to the f~raglio and children of the deceafed 
Nabop has been reduced to the fourth part 
of what it was, upon whic~ they have fub-

'fred 



, ' 

fified in a 'very difireffed ' manner for thefe 
two years ' pall:: The attendaMs, ' writers, 
fervants, ~c. of my court have,received 00 

pay for thefe two years, and there is at pre
rent no part of ' the country that can be al
Jotted to tne payment of my father's ptivate 
creditors, whofe applications ar~ daily preffing 
upon me.------All thefe difficulties. ~ have 
for thefe three ' years paa fhuggled througb, 
and found this confolation therein, that it 
was complying with the plea(ure of the ho
nourable company, and in the hope that 
the fupreme council would make enquir'y 
from impartial perfons into my difireffco fitu
ation ; but I am now forced to a reRrefen .. 
tation • . 

From the g:reat increafe of expence, the 
revenues were nece£fari ly ' farmed out at a 

high rate, and deficiencies followed yearly. 
--_-__ The country and cultiva ion is aban
doned; and, this year in parti~ular, from 
the exceffive drought of the feafon, deduc
tions of many lacks have been allowed the 
f: rmers, who were fiill left unfatisfied; and 
1 have received but jufi Cufficient to fupport 
my abfolute neceffities; and, for this reaCon 

'many 
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many of the old chieftains with their troops 
and ufeful attendants of the court were forced 
to leave it, and now there is left only a few 
foot and horfe for the colleCtion of the reve
n,ues ; and (bould the Zemind~rs be refrac': 
tory, there is not a fufficient number left to 
reduce' them to the obedience of my collec
tOQi ,------The late ralfed brigade at Futtig
hur is n9t only quite ufelefs to my gov~rn
ment, but is 'moreover the caufe of much 

, 1 

]Ofli, both in the revenues an~ cuftoms ;------
The detached bodies of troops, under other 
European officers, bring nothing but confi,jion 
to the oilairs if go'Vernmen,t, and are entirely 
their own maJiers. 

• 
In this diftrelfed ftate of my aff~irs, it is 

juO: and requifite that Mr. Haftings, General 
Sir Eyre CQDte, and the Supreme Council 
{hoHld give me relief.------This year I cannot 
pollibly provide for the new brigade at Futty
Ghur, the corps of horCe, and other detached 
bodies of troops , in my country.----... -I hope 
you will confider well thefe reprefentari~ns, 
and explain them, in a manner you may 
judge proper, to the Governor General and 
~upreme Council. ... --.--On my part, coun-

try, 

" 

. ' 
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~ry" property, and life, are evoted t? the 
will of the honourable Cumpany, arid I 
hope they will therefore do juftice to thefe:. . 
my complaints, and prevent my fal iog into 
diftrefs, by not having wherewith to Jupport 
ih( neceJIary expences of my houJhold.------For 
the ' expence of the brigade aC' Cawnpoor, 
and other diiliurfements, I have given 
ot~er Tunkas, * and orders upon my 
country; the remainder of my revenues, on 
account of the ·drought, has fallen [0 {hort, 
as not to be fufficient for my neceffary ex
pences, being deficient to the amount of 
fifteen lacks, and th~ above provifion will 

, bring upon me this year very great <linrefs. 
, 

• Ajjignments. 

• 

.F ACT S. 
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I. 0 N the loth of Auguft 1778, Mr: 
Barwell affirmed, anQ p,oduced .at 

the Council board a fiatement to pro.ve, thft , 
the unapplied calli of that day, in tl\e aCtua~ 
poifeilion of government, amounted to current 
rupees, one hundred and · five lack$, twenty 
thoufand, (I 05,20,000) -; and he defcribed 
it to be, a real unappropriated treafure that , 
inftant in their poifefiion. He further add
ed, that, by unappropriated treafure, he 
meant all [urns of money, whether in the 
trea[ury ·or elfewhere, no~ fuhjeCt to the 

~ ~urrent difuurfements of govel nment, and 
totally difiin6t from the annu,n ' revenue, 
which he regarded as appropriated to civil 
and military charges, and to remit atlces to 

. Bombay· 
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Bombay and China, ana (ufficient to pro. 
vide for all pojJib!( materia! demands. , 

,n. qn the, fame day, ·Mr. Hafiings laid 
before the board an official efiimate of re. 
(ources and diiburfem~nts, which fiated· an 

, . unappropr~ated balance of current rupees. 
two hundred and thirty five lacks fixty fix' 
thoufand, (2,35,66,000), expected to re- . 
main in the company's treafury, after -de
duCting all !he pr01'lable diiburfements, from 
the e'xpected refources on the 30th of April . 
1779. ~rom this balance, Mr. Hafiings 
deducted thirty lacks for extra diiburfements, 
not provided for ill the dlimate, leaving a 
correCled ' balance of current rupees, two, 
hundred , aqd five bcks, fixty thoufand, 
,(2 ,05,60,000), to exift on the ~.oth of 
April 1779' 

, , 

III. From the I fi of May, 1778, to No
vember, J 780, the treafury of Bengal re
ceived, aids, e=ICternal to its own refources, 

. , to the amount of c~rrent rupees, fixty two 
lacks, thirty {even thoufand [even hundred 
and five, viz. 

, Amount 
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, '.' . Cur. Ritj'(~! ~ 
Amount of Monies received for 

dr~ughts on the , Court of 
Directors, 52;2 t ,70 S 

Extra contribution from Cheit-: 
flng; Raja of Benares, 10, I 6,doo 

• 
Total, Cur. RLipees, 62>3 7,705 

J..-..:.....- . 

iv. On the. 30th of November; 178o,a1J the 
preceding furpl ufies, and favings, if they evet 
exified ; were, gone, together with all tht; 
extraordin!try fupplies; and tbe fiate of the 
Bengal treafu ry flood ' as foll?ws. 

Gr. Cur RttP. br Cur. RUb 
Really Money, - 4,63.7 Z ; I Amount of bonded 
:Sills, - - - 1 . 1 9 ' 97~ debt, ~nd J~polits 
Mint, - - :..:.. 98,44~ of prival? pro-
IJnforted Treartire, peny, - ...... 83.~7,zi9 

eftimated at - ' 12,9+.584 0 J '!li rl th . wen 1 ue on e ----I Treafury. and nut 
- '9,76,7:1.4 dilchargM, - 8,5:1.,944 

Balance -agailill: the __ _ 

'tteafuty, ...:.. 11" t3,4591 91,9°,183 
I '--_ .... 

lV. Od the 30th of April, l iSo, the 
bonded debt of Bombay fi CJod at Bombay 
rupee!:, 'fifty 1acks; eighty mne tboDland 

E two 

" 
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two hundred and thirteen, (50 ,89)21 3)' 
Their dl£burfements for the year end
ing iri ,April, 178 r, were efiimated by 
themfelves at Bombay rupees, (eventy five 
lack, eighty one thoufand two hundred 
eighty nine, (75,8 I ,289)' Their refources 

. for' the fame period, are efiimated-at Bombay 
~upees, thirty feven lacks, forty fix thQu[and 

feven hundred and ninety feven,(37,46,797)' 
. The excefs of tbe diiburfements added to the 
bonded debt, will make the~ whole debt 
againft that prefidency on the 30th of ApriJ, 
J781, amount to Bombay rupees, eighty 
nine lacks, twenty three thoufand fev~n hun ... 
dr~d and five, (89,23,705)' At the foot of 
the eftimate it is obferved". rhat, "As the re
" venues from the late acquifitions are not 
" efiimated in this account, fa neither are the 
(' advances, which ina~ be made to Gene
(( ral Goddard's army." If any portion 
of the expences be defrayed by fupplies from 
Bengal, the . effeet 'will be rather worfe, on 
on the whole, than if the money were en
tirely borrowed at Bombay; finee an equal 
debt .muft be incurred in Bengal, with the 
addition of the rifque .and expenee of fending 

. ' the amount in fpecie, or Of the difference of 
exchange 
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exchange and premium on a remittance by 
biJIs. In autump 1779, five lacks of rupees, 
deftine.d for Bombay, were aauaJIy 10ft in 
the Stafford. The JoCs on the head of ex
change, from Calcutta to Bo~bay or Surat, • 
has been coofrantly from . fix to te~ 

per cent. It appears on the confultations; 
that it was folely owing to the ftrenuous op
pofitiem of Mr. Francis and Mr. Whe1er, 
that ten lacks (propored by Mr. Hafiings, 
and voted for by Mr. Barwell), were not loft 
inftead of five on board the Stafford. -

V. From April 1778, to November J78Q, 
the aaual expence of tbe goverQrnent of 
'Bengal~ incurred on account of the Maratta 
war alone, and {err the Cupport of the efta
bli£hments- at Bombay, amounted to almoA: ' 
one hundred and feventy fix 'lacks of current 

_ rupeeesJ VIZ. 

Remitted to Bombay, 
, To General Goddard's 

Current · Rupe!!. 

43,45,640 J 2 9 

army, -- . 1,18,85)808 12 I 

To Major Camac's 
nril:. detachment, 

E 2 
4,5 s-, 5 5 ( I 3 5. 

Brought 



Brought over -
Major PopHam's de

tachment, 
Major Camac!s [econd 

detachment, 

} . 
Current Rupees, 

1,66,87,000 10 l 

6)2~'4c ~ 13 l 

To this fum iliould be added the fum of 
three lacks of Sicca rupees, . (or current ru
pees, (3,48,000), given privately in Novem~ 
her, 1789, by Mr. Hafiing~, withoQt the 
~nowledge Qf th~ Govefnor G~neral anp 
~ouncill to tpc Maratta army theq fra~ionep 
ip C~t~ac~ pe!lr ~~e ffpntter of l3ep.gaJ ~ 

Tpe fUll! total p'.lOa pe cpnfidered as par.t 
pf the price, at which the ~cquifitions Qf 
territory, faid to have been made on the 
Malabar f:oafl, have been certainly PQrchaf
~d. When tpe Marana war ilia ll be at an 
end, ' and all the military f1a\:>lifhrnent$, 
p- at d to fuppoft if, 01311 hay been p~id off 

,!lod reduced' ; the India Company, if th~y 

P1e!l(e tp !!0'luire Play ~r;ow ,the amQunt 
. of 
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J)f !beir ~Kpente 011 this head. When they 
have afcertained the net balance, acHing from I 

,he r~venues of theCe acquifitjons and .applj~ 
'able to other Cervices, after all expences of 

. management and of new military efiabJilh
ments to defend a new frontier, th,all be al
lowed for anc} defrayed; they will then know . 
the real value of the thing they have ac- . . - • 
ijuiu:d. i A:ld finally, by· comparing 
the price with the value, they may be enabled _ . 
to comprehend, hpw much they have loft or 
gained by the whole tranCaClioo. \ At prefent, 
they are nqt quire fure of any thipg but their 
~aual e~pence • . 

,.. I 

VI. A's mere matter ot faCt, it is rather 
,more evident~ tllat the great un'appropriated 
CUfpIus, of two hundred and 'five lacks, fixty 

.. 

~ t~ou(and current rupees, which Mr. Hafiings 
affured the Compa~y, would exifi in their 
treafury in Bengal ~ on the 30th of April 
1779, does not exifi there at prefeot, than 
that it ever did exifi in the faid treafury. 
Admitting the latter faCt neverthelefs, on 
Mr. Hafiings' authority, to be as evident a~ 

Jhe other, it is as clear as either of them, . 
~~at on the prins!pJes affl;lmed aqd in4fied on 

! 

. by 



Y,Mr. Barwell and Mr. Haftings, the ex-
tr..aordinar}J elptnces of the war wilt not 
.,ccount for the difappearanee of the furplus 
abovementioned, an'd for the fub(equent d~t 
- , Qurred. Mr~ Barwell affirm~ that the an
mila) revenue was fufficient to provid~ for afJ 
loJ/ib/t material dtmands; and Mr. Hafiings, 
fter deducting, not only ALL the pro!JaDfe 

iijhurflmmt's from the expeCled refol!rces, ' 
ut al(o thirty lacks for extra-difuurfements,

inf4(ls on his correCled balance of 205,60,000 
en-rrents, anc~ afferts that it would exift in 
Ib~ trearury on the 30th of ApriJ, ;779. 

, Yet, at the end of November, 1780, the 
bole of this great .unappropriated furplus 

~a gone, together with large fums obtained 
1>)1 draughts on tbe court of siire~ors, and ex
dative of and in addition to the whole revenue 

,' Bengal, &;c. and, befides all this, a bond .. 
ed debt at eight. per cent. incurred, to the 
amount of feventy lacks. Is it poffibJe 
,that neither the Company or Parliament 
Ihould ever afk: what is become Qf aU tbi 

Oil y ? 

n. Within a year after the arrival pf 

General €lavering, Colonel MonfoD and 
Mr • . 
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'Mr. 'FEands in. Bengal; a bQhded e'bt 
a hundred. and t~ Jaoks, which they· found 
exifting; was p.aid off'; 3nd' {'0m the :e.a 
J 775.. J() I ]80 .indu1iv~, above a hund 
and ten lacks per annum, one yeas: wit 
another, w,as allotted and paid to the C~ 
mercia! board o\lt of the territorial revenuee,. 
.fur the purch.afe of an iDve{}~1.ent .£or tl ~ 
~d India Company. - -Under prudent --
management,. kl(:;h and 10 great was the pub
l~c gratuitous tribute ret rned by Bengal t 

Gr.ht Bcitain, Qdl,lflV.e of the amount ~ 
private fortunes r.emitted in the fame period 
---Mr. Railings now, fairly tells the 
Company, "bat he )hall he compelled t(J mCfu 
a large r£duawl1~.4/1d j>o./libly a total fufpenfirm 
if' their inv.e/iment.jor ~ fhe year J78 I ; Jinl 
t hat hi cannot pronounce what tkir {JiJiiit, 
may hi beyond that period. and th~ COl,l rt ~ 
DireCtors have empowered the Governor Ge
neral and Council, to (/raw on the pompa 
for fifty lacks, to he applied to the purcbaf( , 
of an inveftment, Ie!!. jf it were tqtaJJy {q{, 

pellged, the manufaCtures (hould be lofl. 
Such are the dfe~s. of ru'~r and crJnquejl ! . . 

o 
.. 
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., On the 19th of May, I 777,Mr. Francis,id 
1he courfe of a debate' on a propofed augmen.: 
tation of the army; tOQk occafion to obferve; 

' that the augmenting thl jianding fore; of 
the country, in order to promote circulation, 
was a.new idea; and that, without fuch ang~ 
mentation, theforplus if cajh, then exifting in 

. the treaJury, might be gradually funk afl,d ap-
. propriated. The Court of Directors 
took fire at this intimation, and affected to 
r ceive it with indignation and abhorrence. 
Their remark on the {ubject, with Mr. Fran.: 
tis's reply to it, frands as follows. 

General letter, 4th . of March, ' 1778, 
Paragraph ~oth. 

. cc We agree with Mr: Francis that the 
•• idea of augmenting a fianding army, in 
.'. order to promote circulation, is perfectly 
" new; and that, in operation, it might be 
cc deftructive to the country; but we diffet 
n :t0tally from Mr. Francis in his fuppofit}on; 
cc that the prejent furplus exifling i,l our trea ... 
ct Jury, can, 'Jl)ith proper management, evei' 
CC ' be abJorbed in thefupport ofour government, 
cc and the proviJion oj our inve.ftment; nor do 

. '" we need ~etter authority for this, opi
." nion, 
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"nian, than his own very able and accurate 
'( fiatement of internal refources and of fer
C( vices, to be provided for in Bengal; which, 
" after propofing a deduCtion of ten per cent. 
" upon the whole revepue for the relief of .' 

, "the provinces, allowing twemy lacks for 
cc other fettlements, and appropriating upwards 
" of n1nety lacks for commerce, efiablifhes an 
" unappropriat(d, and, as he jufily obferves, 
"an increafing furplus of more than ten 
" lacks per annum, excJullve of the fubfidy 
'e of thirty-one lacks paid by the Vizier, and 
" of aU external refources arifing from bills 
" of exchange, and from the fales of our Eu-
" . ropean cargoes. 

)J 

MINUTE OF Mr. FRANCIS. , 

November, 16, 1778. 

".I am far from prefuming to affirm, nor 
" would I be underfiood to believe, that any , 
" one opinion of mine, however d,eliberately 
"formed, may n'ot be erroneous. Bllt, I 
" confefs, I am not eq,ually ready to admit, 
" that my opinions fiand mutually in contra-
~~ diCtion, or th~t anyone of them includes 

F " or 

. 
" 
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"! pr amounts to a compleat refutation of an}' 
,c' other. Error of judgment is no defencd 
" aga,inft a charge of inconiifiency. ' 

" Th.e I Court or DireCturs, in the 70th 
" paragnrph of their letter of the 4th of 
" ' March, 1778, are pleafed to fay, that they 
" di~er totally from me in a fuppofition fiated 
" in a 'former minute of mine" that the fur ... 
" plus exifting in our treafury in May I 1777, 
"could, -witb p,.oper management, EVER. be 
" abforbed in the fupport of thelr govern 
, ment, or in th~ provifion of their inveft .. 
" m nt ; and that for this opinion they- need 
(( no better authority, than ~my own fiatement 
" of refuurces an'd fervice&,. fent home in Ja
ce nuary, 1776,. which eftablilhes an 'unap
" propria ted and increafing furplus of ten 
" ) ack's, after all demands and Cervices are 
" provided for. 

« In th~ firft of the preceding decJarati0ns 
" attributed to me, I fee plainly 1 have / not 
'( had th~ good fortuqe to .make myfelf un
'~dedlood. ] am fuppo[ed to affirm tha, 
"notwithjlonding proper management, the 
" furplos exifting in May, 1777, might frill 

_ ... (C be . , 
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'c be abforbed in. current fervices, incJuding 
"the inveftment. The propofition~ with 
" ~he condition annexed to it by tho Court 
," of Directors, 1s fuch a one, as 1 have no 
" idea ofattc;mpting to fupport. With proper 
"management the re[ources of Bengal ,ate 

'" u'ndoobt~41y .equal to its expences,. as they 
C'li:Q,Od in Janua~y, I j76~ including c~m
-" mercia} charges at 93 lacks.-But, fo 
(( far from fuprofing proper management 
(( in the revenues and expeotes of this go-
H vernmen$, my , whole argument implies I 

" the contrary; and, if 'improper manage-
cc ment is fuppof~d to prevail, I pre[ume it' 
" .is 'not hazarding much to fay, tbat a fur-
H plus, e"ifring .. in 'the ,u:eafory at any gi~en 
" period, may be graduafly appropriated and 
" abforbed.-~ This is the utmofr, that th~ 
~'opinion, expreffed in my minute of t~e 
" 19th of May, 1 777~ amounts to. 

~ 

" W ith refpect to the un~ppropTiated \{ur-

" plus, et1ablilhed by' my fiatemeot of re-
-" iources and [ervice~) fent home in January, 

<t 1776" I lU'.Jft entreat the altention of the 
" Court of DireCtoJ's to ,the following o~ier-
" vations. ' 

F 2 " The, 
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" The ft'atement makes part of a plan· of 
" fettlement of the lahds, and cannot be fe

, It parated froin 'it.' The firfi direct'objeCt of 
cc the plan is to fecure private property. 
" This [ confider as the wifeft, the 'moll: be
er nevolent, and the fureft means of arriving 
" at my ulti~ate objeCt, the fecurity of the 
~' public r~venqe. I mean that · r~gular 
" and permanent revenue~ on which alone 
" a wife government ought to place its , de.
cc pendance. Extortion and violence may 
" obtain greater returns, for a lhort time. 
," but thefe are the r~fources of profufion~ 
"They are equally incomp9tible with 
" crconomy, and ruinous to regular revenue. 

• H If agency or farming were not, as I 
" deem it, the direCt: and intended infiru
C( ment of extorti,on, fiill it could never fup
ce ply the place of proprietorlhip; bec~u(e 
(( many of the principal duties of a proprie
cc tor are fuch, as an agent or farmer has. 
«, no perfonal intereft in performing. ' But 
(( thefe duties ~r~ eifent!al to the permanent 
" prolperity of the government itfelf, fince 
cc they belong to the care and improvement ' 

j 

(c of that f~nd, from which govern men re-
_e ceives ,its Cupport. 

" Now 
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tc Now it is not the mere. name of pro-

((' prietor, that wi~l engage any man tc? per
u form thefe duties, if he has not a real. fe
C( cqrity, that he thafl not be robbed of the 
" furplus ,produce of his induftryand labour; 
,e that is, if he does not know, once 
(! for aU, how much he is to pay to govern
;, ment, and be not affured tbat the remain
" def will be his own. . 

" A plan of fettlement, formed on thefe 
(C principles, may {afely promile a revenue 
" exceeding our expences as they were efti
(( mated in the ftatem~nt, whi.ch accompa
u nied the phn. The furplus too in all ap-
" pearance) may fi!irly be deemed an increaf- , 
" jog fund. But, uoJefs ~e adopt the pre-
" mires, we bave no right to the condu-
ce fioo. Wheoever the Court of Directors 
" thall give us their direa and unreferved 
" approbation of the plan, with a compleat 
" authority to carry it into execution, they 
" will be entitled to all the benefits and ad
"vantages, which the plan promifes I to 
" produce.--U ntil they do [Q, it is not 
.Ie poffible, in my judgment at lean, thar their 
"territorial acquifitions and ~evenue§.. can 

,4 be 
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" be properly, managed. It is. for them to 
'C jtidge of the effeCl:s of improper m~nage ... 
"" merit; bo'w ' (oon h may exhauft the 
" funds that exift, or at what period, and by 
" what gradations it may operate t~ th~ ruin 
cc of their revenues." ; 

P. FRAN.GIS. 

, , 
;. 1X. It appears by Mr. Haftings's letter of 

the ~9th of November, J780, to the COu~t 
of DireCl:ors, that h~ had aCl:ually given away 
three lacks of the Company's money to the 
.commanding officer of a Maratta army, then 
. ftationed .near the frontier. of Bengal, that he ~ 
had promifed thir~een more to rhe Raja of 
,Berar, to whom that army belol)ged; ,:and 

, th~t h~ had done all this without the confent 
or knowledge of the Council General, ~bat 

. is, of the government of Bengal.--It is 
I the act of an individuaJ, who has acce[s to 

the Company's treafure, and is no more au
thorifed in Mr. Hafiings, than it would have 
been in the fub-treafurer, Mr. Croftes. The 
Court of DireCtors, who are themfe1ves oQly ;. . 
trufiees for t~e Con~paQYJare bound to coo-

, 6de~ 
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fider, whether' they (1111 give their approbation , 
avowedly to an unlawful att, though [aid to 
be done for their firvice. Whether th~ 
prece8ent it efiabliilies be not of a very ,dan-. 

I gerous nature; and if they allow the ficll: 
or any other member of the government, to , 
take money flcretly out of their treafury at his 
pleafu·;e in one inftance, by what limits , 
they can bind or refirainthe exercife of fuch 
difcretionary power hereafter. 

:the Company's 11!ftruElions to the Govtrnor ' 
Gener:al and Council, contaimng the flllow- 1 

ing jlrif1 InjunEli n on thzi head • 
• 

cc WE dirett that all monies, which may 
H arife from our revenues, or be received by .. 
" you on our account, be fecured 'under three 
(( locks as ufuaJ, that the keys be kept by 
"the Governor General, and Cuch other 
" Members of Council as you ilia)] appoint, 
" who ' thall be a Committee of Treafury ; 
" that exaCt particulars of all monies, paid 
U into our treaCury, be firft regularly entered 
"on your confult3tions-, f~ifying from 
" whom received, and on what aCl'{\ ..... ~ 
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• Ie and that aU , iffues of money from our (aid 
" Treafury, be, made by warrant under your 
cc hands, directed to the Committ'ee of Trea-' 
"fury, 'an~ not other'loffe." 

It is alfQ 'their daty to co~ftdei the prece
.dent) fet .by Mr. Haflings, In another very 
impurtant point of view:-Whether to 
give money to a Marana army, ,in order to 
induce them not to invade Bengal, could be. 
at any time and in anycircumfiarices', atirm and 
fpirited meafure ;-whether it could even. be 
a prudent and judicious meafure, in any fitu3)... 
tion of the government of Bengal, but that of 
the laft ext remity and difirefs ;-:-and whether, 
in every view, in which die, meafure can be 
c0nfide,red, it does not acknowledge the ex
jfience of fuch difirefs, and proclaim it.to the 
world. Another qnefiion would fina1Jy 

• 'occur to men, who had any,fen(e of the tro!\: 
repofe~ in them,' or of the duty they owe not 
only to their immediate confiituents, but to 
the King and to the:; Naticn ;-viz. by wnat 
means and by whofe mifconduCt Bengal bas 
been reduced, in the thort ' fpace "of three 
years, from the fecure and profperous fiate, 
~ which it flood at the end of the year, 

1777, 
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1777; toihe dlfirelRs with \(Ihich it was fUF-:
fm:tnded, ~od to the ha2ard of rum, to which 
it W'a~ expofcM, at th ' ~d of the y~earJ ' • 
I7~ 

X. Mr. ' Hafitngg)~ 't~ ~t'ne l~a~ , fliys' ; 
-i !.tad arz ajJurance that fitch a pr4pofol 
'Would receive the acquiefcence' of the board; 
Init I kl t'llJ ,that< it. wotUcj-not paft :io/rllotd f?p-

• pojkion.- The bdal-d tft Wat tl e ' n'trft~a . 
of the G vetn6r '(Jenefal" Mt. F ad ls, an~d 
Mr.Wheler.-~ir ' Eyre' C '6u: 'as at"'Po t 

t. GeoPge. ; and if ' Jj(Y' Hadt b~en prefent; It 
wool be. unfa-if to hUrl t !tl~pd[e, on any 
a harity Idir tl!lan- hIs OWfl, that tJ;e cbm
mander in chief ~f rho Comp~ny'f' force~, _ 
w uld have fubfcribecl to a meafure fo' PlIJ'tni
liati g to the gover.nment of Benga1, and [0 

, graceful to the B'pj·6ffi arm~.--...L-Um:iotr'bt-· 

Iy be ,would pa.cBlel= have joined \ Wi1h Mr. 
Franci", in. ckmand~ng a tfltegoricaf anfwer 
from tlw Manar.ttas in ,Cuf.tac, and if u(,ling on 
theif infiant lLemoval) aT an.e:xplieit de"''r~ua :ion 
of their intentions. Toe Govern6r' General 
and ~ouncil had " already temporifed with 
them - long enough,.--But , three ye~rs 

before ,th~ petiod in queffion, he Briti/h 
, . G powc:r 
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power predominated and was dreaded ' all 
over India. J In No.vember 1780, the Go
,vernor Ge'1era1 pays a tribute to a ¥aratta 
anriy to prevent their invading Benga1.-
Coniiderati of this nature would probably 

. have occurred to Sir Eyre Coote, and deter
• mined his conduCt . . 

In his minute of tlle 4th of September, 
after ftating the infinite prejudice and mif.:. 
chief we (uffered by the continuance of this 
Maratta army on our frontier, he fays, ." It 
C' is my opinion, that, under whatever autbo
." rity they may be, an immediate application 

. . uJ!hould be made for them to retire, as their 
. " remaining where they are difiurbs the peace 
~" of our provinces. This requifition will foon 
" (lifcover the reality of their i.ntentions to
'" wards us. And, in order that we may not 
~ , fuffer ourfelves to be further injured by 
" delay., time iliould be ftipulated for f e

u ceiving an an(wer. Should this be .denied 
Cc Uf ; our own fafety and intereft will dictate 
" to us how to act." 

, 'It remains then to be afcert~inedJ between 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, by which of 

them ' 
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-them the aJ/urtlRCe was given to Mr. Hafi
ings, that Juch a proptfal would receive the 

. ocquiefcence of the board, and by which of · 
them he knew it would be oppofed.-The 

,JI. · committee of the Houfe of Commons 
will of courfe make this point one of the I 
objeCts of their invefiigatio , and demand , 
explanation of it from Mr. Francis, and Ma':' 
jor Scott,-the Governor's authorifed agent. 
The honour of Mr. Whe1er and Mr. Francis 
is at flake. 

~ Xl. It is afferted, in the {arne tetter from 
Mr. Hafiings, that the extraordinary expence , 
was tbe only objeClion, which had bten, or 
could be. o.(Ienji11y made to a ' meafure, which 
he had 'Very much at heart. A very different 
fratement of that matt~r is exhibited in the 
minutes of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, 
dated in June 1780. ' At prefent it is fuf. , 
ficient for the vindication of thofe gentlemen, 
to join iffue with Mr. Hafiings, by meeting 
his aflertion with a direCt denial.--Into 
this point a1eo, the committee will un
doubtedJyenquire. 

G 2 XII. The 
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.. XII. TheCompany and th Public have re.. , . . / 

ct'ved t mua ilauCilring accOQots, Q£; th~ 
happy e e. t, S of Brigadier Geqera, Goddard's 
Iliarch ~o{s n ia, of his uccetre,s s'gainfi 

-; Jhe M~ra$tas,. ana of great acquiIit' . 
lernt r, ' in Guzzerat, Leaving this whole 

. ~ r preft:Qt<\ti :n f taB to {land undj[ putod for 
. Jhe pre~n -> and leaving the ultimate value 

.of fuch focceffes al)d acquifitions.,. to be ad
ju£h; y he Comp ny . at a futur~ day, 
when they have a[cer~ained ~he entire 
al1lount oj:. their expence;- it is immediately 
of moment to obferve, that the merit 
pf the meafure, whatever it may be, and 
_whether it'mated hY ,its own intrinfic polky 
o~ merelv . y the event, doe,s not belong to 
Mr. Haftings, as the public, 11a e been ill
dafi:rioufiy taught to beli ve, but on t~e can. 
tr~ry has been exprdly difclaimed by him • 

. , ,]u his minute of the 4th . of; March, 1779, 
. he l'rtys, "I willi equally with Mr. Franci 
~, for ' the return of the detachment into Be
" rar, and equally dread to hear of it'S pro-
I 

I( ce ding.to the ot c aft" And happy 
'would it have been for India and for Eng1and, 
'f Gen ral Goddard had immedi'ately turned 
ba k, fuppofing he could have reached the 

province 
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province of Corah ' i~ fafety, from whence the , 
detachment commen~ed 'its m~rt:h abtJut a 
year before. The laft aecommo~ation with 
lhe M'arattas, ~Quid then have ended the 
war on the Malabar eoaa. The prefldeney 
of B~mbay -could not h ve taken up arms 
againft their inoffenfive neighbours IJ third 
time. • The peace of India, with any ~o1era
ble degree of prudence and moderation on 
our fide, might have been re-~ftab1ithed and 
(ecured .. - Hyder Ally would never hav,e ~en .. 
tured flog)y to attack the Englilh power; 
and, in all human probability, none of the 
diftreffes and difafte , which have fince be
falls:n us, would have taken place. But it 
pleafed God, by whom all things are deGgn
edly permitted to come to pars, t hat General 

#: Goddard never faw an enemy, and accom-
pliilied his march without oppofition. ' 

At that point of time, 'when the board had 
juft ryeard of the defeat and f~rrendcr of the 
Bombay army- to the Marattas near Poona, 
every member of it felt great and apparently 
equ.al anxiety foc General Goddard's fafety. 
The refolut,ion he took, to proceed from the 

, Weftem . frontier of Berar to Surat, feemed 
to 

. , , .. 
'. 



, , 

to be difbted by necefi,ity, and the execntiol\ 
of it did him credi; t it was not warranted 
. by th.e ·· orders of ttl b08rd; nor was it ~. 

compatible with- the ' propofed terms of 
~r. Hafiings's p_roject,of an off'enfive alliance 
with the Raja 'of Berar: which ' General . 

. 'Go'ddard I had infirutlion~ an? "full powers . 
, to conclude.' .' 

The event of thofo pernicious nteafures, 
which forced the Marattas iOto a war with 
the India Company's fervahts and r.epr~[en
tatives, at the expence of their · COf)fiituents 
in the fldl'.inftance, and ulttmately of the 
nation, and the ruinous coh'rtqueoces'of every 

. fort, with which ' it has been attended, arc ' 
likely enough to alarm the parti~s concerned. ' . 
Each of them will now of cou~[e ehde-avour 

, to flipg his refpeCtive portion of guilt and' 
re[ponfibility, upon his neighbour; that is, 

, • the' fame men, who would have contended '. 

for the hpl10ur of advifing the meafure, if it . 
had Tucceeded, will ,now' be as eager to dif- , 
claim it. There is no other imaginable 
ground or prindple,. on which the fonow~Dg 
dt:daration of Mr. Hafiings can be accounted 
lor. ~'r have been told that' the Maratta 

.' war, 
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," war, I knol'V not on ' what ground or fug .. · 
if gefiion, is attribut~ to mc. ~ . Yo~r h<>nour'" . 
" able Court is poffeffed of the, fulleft evi .. 
,~. qeAce of the <;ontI;arY. The occafion of I 

C-c the war was planned aDd executed, with
"out the knowledge and previous concur-
" reOee ~f this governme.nt:' · 

• • 1 

Thefe affections wiJi be r'eceiv~d in India, 
where men and thiqgs .are better known 'than 
-at home, 'with univetfal amazement. • In 
England, if-the queition ever comes to iffue 
before a competent tribuna]. they' will be 
oppofed and overpowered by ,a long feri~ 
of indifputable f:tts, and by' evidence of every 
quality and degree, of wh~(;h the ii.lbjed: is 
capable; particularly by the recorded dec1a 
rations of Mr. Hdftings himfelf, in a u1uhi.! 
plicity of in fiances. 

For the pre[ent, oppefing one affe rtion to 
another, it is fufficient to fay, that the merit 
or demerit of the Manttta war belongs whol y 
and {o!ely ' to · M~. Hafiings ; and that the 
Court of DireClors are poffeiTed ~f the fulletl 
evidedce of the: trutb of this' propofitiqr ; fo 

. full 



full indeed and fo vO]\lminous, ,that it is pro .. 
, bable they have never. examined it, 

./ I I 

. Admitting thatthe' occafion. of the war wlJs 
planned by the prefidency of Bombay, it is 
neve~t elefs a faCt, that their plan was com!. 
municated in proper j and fufficient tim'e, to 
~he government of Bengal, without whofe 
conftnt and appro6alion,firft had (Jl1d obtain'ed, 
it could not have been carried intq execution; 
and that it did' receive their prroious concur
rence, in the clearell. and mon explicit term, 
-in which fuch cPDcurr~nce could be ex
prelfed. It is not ea[y to determine what is 
meant by exe.cuting an occtifion. The plain 
matter of faCt is, . that the original plan of 
the gentlemen of Bor;nbay was ' known to 
the Governor General and Council, in jami
ary 1778, and highly approved of, when it 
might have been condemned and effeCtually 
prohibited by them; ana that no attempt 
was made at Bombay to carry it into execu~ 
tion, until November following. The pre-, 
'fidency of Bombay have enough to anfwer 
for in the courfe of this unfortunate tranfac
tion, without being made refponfible for th.e. 
aCts or refolutions of a fllperior p.ower, w~ofe 

concur .. 
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tbn'currepce tliey fol icited, whofe approbation 
they receiv('d, and whoCe orders they were 
obliged to obey, 

, With refpetl: tel the Governor General and 
Counci l, if the Maratta war is l1bt to 6e altrz"
buted to Mr. Haflings, 'fl1pported by 1\1r. 
Bar v rJ t i , to th pedom, who had the 

, whole politic,al power of lndia ill their hand~, 
an v.:, 0 might have pr vented the war with 
the fame ,eafe and elfed ~' ith which they ' 

" ,approved, 'encQurage,d, (upported, and plung
ed themfelves and the India 'Company, ~nd. 

the nation he dlong into;it l ........ in the name of 
~ruth and ju (lice, to whom ~re we tp ami,"; 
bute the M aran war ?~ There never 

was a,n eXqmple of a Il}ore fir nUO\lS , fteady, , 
perlevering, and ineffectual op'pofition [0 any 
meafure, than that, with which it was con
ftantly relifted and (:ondemned by Mr, 

Francis and Mr. Whti~r, for a.1mofr three 

years togetber. If therefore it does not be~ 
Jong to Mr. Hafiings, it is an ejf~a fwithout 
r.J cazye. 

Whatevet may be the decifio'n of this part 

of the queflio~, no man will now Jeny, that 
· H . r' the 

" ' 
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the war it(elf is the caufl of the ruir" which ~ ~ 

dtfolates India, and tt.lat it has aCtually con. 
verted our territorial acquifitions in that coun .. 
try, from a great and powerful refour«e, into 
an infuppouable burthen to Grea,t Britain. 
The time is coming, when the Eaft India 
Compaoy and the nation will know, to their 
coa, that India may be loft, without" loting 
a foot of the ground oh which we £lood. In 
/evcry fe~(e, ~n which India, but four years 
ago, was a rCl~ource and a benefit, of the-firit 
magnitude, it is at this moment a diftre(s and ' 
a burthen to England. In proper time ancf 

- place, if parliament will give audience to the 
quefiion, if will be prfJVed that the Maratta 
war (let who will be the t.'luth{)r of if) is the 
true fouree a,nd origin, of all the mifchief and 
difgrl\.ce that has fallen upon us in India, 
and of every dift reffi ng contequeoce, which 
we have fiill to ftiffer, w hen the period of 
direCt and immediate difafiers !hall be paft. 

.. 

Obfel'vations, humerousand itnporlant,occur _ 
at almoft every fenlenct: of the two preceding 
letters from Mr. Hafiings. But it w()uld be; 
unwife to prefs fo much matter at once on 

, the p~b1ic, and unreafonable to expeCt fo 

gc:neral 
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general an attention to ir, as !n truth it would 
defervc:. Yet fom~ paffages, in th'efe letters, 
are too CIngular, as well as too material, not 
to deIl\and partic~lar notice. 

The Governor, after telling the Company, 
(( that they (the Governor General and 
H COUllcil ) (hall be compelled to make a 
C( iarge redu~ion, a~d poffibly a total fuf
e( penfion of the Company's in,vefimeut for 
" the enfuing year, and that he cannot pro .. 

, , 

. H nounce what their ability may- be beyond 
I" that pericd ;" proceeds to comfort them 
with the following confohtion j-" that, 
" he is more alarmed at tho novelty of the 
" meafure, than evinced of its proving any I 
cC real detriment to their interefis ; ...... that 
"their {hips are detained by the want of 
cc hands to navigate them, and liable to hard
ae (hips in common' with other trading vef ... 
" leIs ;-that they arrive too la~e to be all 
" difpatched in .the fame-feaCon ;--that their 
" return is Hable to de1!lYs and hazards;.
n and that a part of"their cargoes cannot 
~, fail of falling. into the hands of the enemy" 
~< for whofe benefit confequently fo much of 

H ~\ " tbe 
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C'the inveftment 'may be 'affirmeq to be prcn 
, cc vided. U • " 

, I • 

From tpefe fe!l-c'lJident p~incip}eJJ, ' Mti .. 
. , H~fiin\gs,. leave it to t)e India Compa~y tQ 
'conclude, if they think proper, . that, cordi..,. .. 
. eril1g all cirCt,11VA:~nces, it is more for tndr 
advantago not to have' an " invefim~nt pm-. 

'v1ded in Benga;l, ' th~n to hav~ one. Y~t 
'if the fieward of , a great' family,po{feffing 
'd:ietr confidence and intl'ufied with' the care 
of t f{~i r .i nco m~,. infiead of provi~ing a fu~

.' fiaance for ;tHe famjly, iliould grav~IY ~ t¢il 
" them: that all 'their money was gone, out' that 
' tbEY had no reafin to regr!t the loIs ifft ,for
that, if he had br-en ablt!" to pro'Uide a di'u1er.. 
for t1.?efI.Z , Jom',. patt ,of it would probt:ibA ha'Uc. 
. been Jlolm ,in /ts pa./Jogt? from thekitchert ~ 
they, who had no iOlmediate reafon to "weep, , 

, -would laugh ::l t~ his dlfcourfe, while 'they ad
mj'red the ferenity; wiE-h wh ich, it Was ae'!! . 

. livered •. 

I-l ow the Cour~ ' of,Proprierors . may reliib 
this poCtiine. I Imow- not. For myfelf, and . 
~s ~>oe of that body, ~ plutefi again'fi it~ not 

'-'Poly as e!fehtially 'fnjurious. to Q1Y ~nterefis~ , 
. - b~ 

... , 
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but as an outrage to my ' underftanding. 
The Court of Direttor!;~ it is to be p(efumeda 

have not entirely concurred in opinion with 

Mr. Hafiings i fince, inftead of ac,!uiefcing 
in his reafons for ll:opping the invefimen~J 

I 

they have,immeaiatelyon the perufal ofthofc 
reafon 1 order~d an inveqment to be pur.., 
~ha£ed with money remitted from England. ' I 

Yet, on htl principles, the . moment the na.,. 
ition is at war with F rance, the 'Eafi India • 
• Company ought to /hut up {hop, or at leal! 
fend no more {hips w {i a, for fear f their 
being taken ~y the enemy. Pu(b the farne 
fort of reafoning to its obvious and unavoi<l-; 
able conc1ufiop, and all foreign trade mull: be • 
fu fpenqed, a's .. long as the enemy are able til 
~eep the fea~ The India Company, in moll: 
pf its commercial op~rationR, reprefents a 
great merchant, and acts or ought to a~ 
as a merchant ought to do. The effential 

41 d ifference between fuch a trading corpora

tIon and a trading individual is', that the for"/' 
mer may run rirques, to which the latter 
{bould not expofe his fortune. In confor- · 
mity t9 the fpirit of this difi.inction,. the 
Company never infure their {hips. But ex"f 
~raordjnarr oq:atlon~ re<l:uire extraordinary 

~rinciples ... 



principles, which too often find Cl reception 
and elbblilhment in the credQlity or inatten ... ' 
tion of mankind. , There is a privilege an .. , 
nexed to novelty, of which a cunning man 
may avail himfdf, and which a wife ,nan 
will not abufe. _ 

: 

. Mr. Hafiings, fpeaking of the invafion and '. ruin of the Carnlltic by Hyder Alley, is 
pleafed to fay, tht".s, at leafl, will 110t be i~ 
puted to the gav~rnmmt of Bengal. !\ir. 
Hafiings is fllpported by a nu'merous and • I 

powerful party, who will fuffer nothing1 

"b'at happens in India, to be attributed to ' 

its true caufe. The truth of this propofitioll 
however, though fuppofed to he indifputable~ 
is r&everthe1efs pofitively denied. The quef-
tion will a{furedly be brought forward in 
p\oper time, and the' j~dgment of parliament 
demanded \lpOn it. 

Without defen,ding any part of the con
duCt of the Prefident and Coun(.:il of Fort 
St. George, which it is their own bufinefs to 
jllCl:ify if they can, it is affirmed and will be 
maintained, that the invafion and ruin of the 
Carnatic, originated from meafures projeCted 

, .nd . 

" 
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ttnd aas done by Mr. Hat1:ings and no where 
clfe j or that if any part of thl! imputation 
can b~ removed from him, it muq be tran[
'ferred t the pr~jetts of the Prefident 
and Council of Bombay, to which Mr. 
Hafiings gave encouragement, approbation, 
and promifed [tfpport; thc)ugh he (oon de
fertet'! thofe very projeCts, in favour of another 
of his own, and {I,lffc:red them to fail for 
want of that affifiance, which he had en
gaged to afford them . . Such at leaft was 
the event of his meafures, but not the ooly 
effeCt they produced. If the Marana war 
h~d not been undertaken or continued, there 
could have been no union between Hyder 
AHey and the Marattas; but, on the con
trary, the war, then c:xip'ing between thofe 
powers, would have contlilued, and ,th.e Car
natic would not have been invaded. It was 
but in 1777, that the prdidency of Bombay 

'furnilhed Hyder with {i" thoufand fiand of 
~rmc;, to enable him to prolecutt; his opeta .. -
tions againfl: the Marattas. 

jth refpeCl to tl":e veiws and operations of 
Hyder Ally, it is a tact, of which abundant proof 
wHl be ~xhibited from the confultations of 

~he 
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the Governor General and Council, thu 
before his a my w.as aCtually on the frontiers 
6f the Carnatic in july ' 1780, Mr. H afiings 

' would never admit the poffibility 0 his at
tacking the Englifh, much lefs oJ his uni~in'g 
\yith ' his natural enemiu the Marattas. J Ii 
truth they were fei, nof could any thing have 
u'nit d thein, but [he meafur~s ofMr. Haft~ngs. 
In this idea he cOh(tantly and .uniform!y 
perfified, and for fome· time, even impofed 
it on the cou lJcil i notwitfiandiog he had re..: 

. peated and pofitive advices, for a year before, 
from the prefidency of Fort St. George, of 
the hofiiIe intentions of Hyder Ally, and · of 
his intimate union with the Marattas and the 
Nizam. He confided in is own (uperior 
knowledge of the political views and inter
efts of thofe powers1 and, as ufuaJ, was utterly 
mdled and decei~ed by it. In January 1780, 
Mr. Francis perceived and was convinced 
9f the great mifiake, into which Mr. 
Bafiings, perhaps undefignedly, had drawn ' 
the government of Bengal on this (ubjea,. 
and was alarmed at the copfequences, that 
might attend it. The foll~!og min s, 
written 1>0 tlie occafiob, deferve attention. 

Mf. 

" 



';' MR. 'F~1I(\J¢c J s deflrc:s it may be men:", 
~' tioned, that he is infocQled by a privat~ 
.(( lettet of the firft atJthorjry from Fort ~t. 
. , Georg~, th~t i~ is, JlO~ , 'ce.rtain th~t the Ma- , 
., rattas and Hyder Any have £otmed an ... . ... 
. " alliance:: ' 

O()yttln{()~ GEflE·RAl. fC Tha,t a peac~ 
'" may ' ha'ye ' tak~n place between Hyder 
f' Any ~nd tpe Maratta~, J do not doubt, 
~' ~:y o~n advice:; confirql it, but po 'alliance 
C( between them can be of long dura ion, 

" , 

" as it is upnatur 1. I am convinced, fro~ 
" the \y~ole tenor of Hyger 411y>~ conduct 
~' and difpofitianJ tbf1t h/',.!lvill neve,r ?no/eft 
~, us, whi1ft we ende~vour to prefer~e a'good 
C( unde!~an~ing wit~' ~ip1. ' ' the~e were ', , 
" lately ¥,r. fra?cis's fentiments a~ ~ell a~ 
Ie mine, and hi~ ~iftruft of th~ faQ1e au tho-: 
c, rity ~n the fame fubjeCt I recol1eCt to have 
~ ' been Iyet nronge~ marked, t'han my o~~ \ 
~c t~ ton (4\t 'on ~Qth ' Decetnb~r) ,I 

, ~c thererore objeCt to this informatio~ beinl: 
.' \' • I 

~~ r~r~ t~ ' tbe Cour~ of Directors, i~ the 

. I ~: ~e~al 
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{of.; "general letter, _ as only tending , to alarm 
, 'them without foificient catifefor it." . 

# 

MR. FRANCIS. "The intelligence I 
) '" have fiat~d to the board is of 'a 1nuch 

(C later date than that, which tne Governor 
" General alludes -to. - It contains the pofi'
" tive aff'ert\on of a fac.t, to which I -can riot 

• - IJ 

" refufe giving credit, confidering the au tho-
"rity I have ' for it. It does not fay any 
(( t~lillg 'pf I!yqer _~l1y~s inte~t!ogs to invade 
.e the Carnatic. That was the point, 011 

ce which I entertained the difirufi allu'ded fo 
H by the 'Governor, but even that difirll{l 

• e ( may be removed by new facts and iater 
," advices.".. - \, 

t " 

It is of little moment, in the prefent que£.. 
tio~i wl;ethe'r the conduct of the Prefid~n€y 
bf Fort St~ George towards the NizarIJ caD 
be defended or not. The Governor Gener.al 
and Council were unanimous in condemning 
their proceedings, as well in t~e affa ir of tb.e 
GuntQor Cir€ar, . as In the tention of the 
PellicuCh, or. -a'nnuity due tQ him' by eaty. 
Mr. R.afiings could pot taKe a ftronger and 

'nore, deci~ed p~rt ~n ~hat ?u~n~fs, tl?-an W3$ 

I " . " ' . "'!' • lakCQ . -
I 
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taken by Mr. Francis and Mr. Whele.r, who 
had' no peifonal animofity to Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. The great point, on which the 
affirmative will be maintained and efia
blilhed againft Mr. HaLlings, in his own 
terms, is, that the conduct of the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George to the Nizam, though 
he complained of it with reaCon , was not and 
could· nct be the cau[e of the plan qf tbe con-

federacy formed by the Nabob Nizam Ally 
Gawn, about the middl! oj the year 1779-
Mr.John Hollond, who was deputed to him 
by the government of Fort t. George in 
l\tIay, 1779. for the fpecial purpofe of faci
litating the acquifition of the Gnntoor Circar, 
diq not open to him the [ubject of his depu
tation until the eighth of that month." As 
to the remiffion of the Pefl.cuJh, which gave 
the principal offence, it was never menti
oned to him till the 24th of June. But 
nothi ng faid or done Ilt that time, however 
()ffenfi~e to the Nizam, could be the cau (e 
of a plan of confederacy, which, by the terms 
of the propofition, he mull already have ' 

I z. formed 

• rid, Appendix to th4 ' ji(07ld rejort if the Suret elm!
",iull . No, J16, &" 
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form'ed' between Hyder All~ the 1\1aratta 

government at Poona, the Raja of aerar; \ 
t ' 

and felf. Leagues ~nd alliances, be.:. 
tween )great an~. very diftant princes, ar~ 
not fo fpeedily negoCia,ted or fo eafily llGCom-' 

, plifh~df The truth i's th:rt the Nizam's re
folution to endeavour to ~nite all' In'dja again£! 

the Engtilh'T took its rife from an act of ~r. 
Hafiings, in which tbe interefis' and (fafety 
of. the Nizam were much more deeply con
cerned, than they could be by any .difp~fition 
of tbe G unt.oor Circar,.' (on which the Com
pany had an undifputed Claim of fucceffion) 
or by ' tlie detention of a paultry tribute of 
two or three lacks a year. In July I77S, 
Mr. I-Jallings deputed the late Mr. Alexande~ 

Elliot to Moodajee Booflarthe }i4ppofed Raja' 
• I of Berar (for it has !ince been affirmed bY' 

Mr. Hafiin,gs, th t this man is not the tru( 

'I aja, but only' acts for his (on) with infiruc
lions and full powers to conclude an offenuv,e 
alliance with him, one of the avowed objects 
of which was to make waf on the Nizam, 
and to di[po{fe~ him of a confidecable por-
ion of his dominions. 



'The fllli1w€ng is 'oil ExtraCl from Mr. ElIiot'~ 
InjlruClions, . dattd the 18th if July) 1778. 

cc The Nabob, Nizam AHv Cawo, who 
J 

"has always been connected with the 
i' French, is; from his fituation, the 1latural 
"enemy of the government of Berar, ,and 
H ,perfonally that of Moodajee." 

• 
Mr. Haftiogs has a wonderful talent at. re

cpnciling natural enemies, and uniting them 
all againil: the fingIe power of Great Britain 
in India.' 

"The points, which app'ear to us the 
It moll likely to excite Moodajee Boofla's 
" ambition, arC' the affertion of his preten: 
" ftons to the inheritance of Ram Raja, and . 
" the recovery of the co"!tquejls, which have' 
" been made from his count~y by N I ZAM 

cc ALLY. 

" The latter is a more di{l:a~t obj~Cl:, and 
(( at thO s moment appears to us, joreign 
('from our prefent t"ntertjis. You may ce
C{ ceive any propofitions, which ~e 'may 
~~ make to ,you on 'this fubject. You ay 

" ,tn .. 4t 
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t~ ttea( upop them; but yqu ~\lft ~efer them 
" to us' for conclufi~n, unlefi ,he}half require 
~.'. it 'as an indifpenfible conditio'n of his for-

. : I;' warding our views in the 'Wdl:ern part 
." of I ndia ~ and; everi- in ' t~ at cafe, ytnit 
"engagements mriO: he 'confin'ed to th~ 
" places originally appertaining' to the govern..! 
" ment of Berar~ ana wrefie d from 'it finee . 
" the death of J anojee." (' 

. 
ExtraB from Mr. Francis's Minute on the 

i71.jlruClions to Mr.~EII£ot. 

" The [eeond condition) relative to -.Our 
'- "....afiifiance againO: Nlzam Ally, is at fi ra 

(e ffated as a fubjeCt of negociation, to be 
(I referred to us for concIu6on. But it' is ' 

,. H prefently added,runlcfi Maodajee Bo.ofla. 
"Jhall require,it as an £nd!lpmjible condit£on, 
" &e.-that is, in effeCt, we tie and unbind 
'" Mr. Elliot in the f~me breath. In the 
'" end, we authorife him to agree -to fuch 
." t~rm~, as may be prQPoJb~ by the Raj :l on 

• H this poiDt, if. he, (Mr. Elliot) !hall be per
, i (uaded that the execution of them will 
" tend to the aecompliOlmeHt of our views; 
•• and, in [uch cafe" he is autborifed to fu1-

" fil 

.. 



CC fil his part of the agreement, ~'ith 'ut wait. 
(~ ing for. our fonClioll." 

.ExtraS from Mr. Wheler's Minute. 

~' I am at a ]~fs tb ~onceive, how we !hall 
~' be able -to fuISI £l:ipulations with Moodajee 
" B~ofla, for forwarding his pre~enfions ither 
~~ to the dig-nity of Peiliwa, or to the domrni
~' ons faid to be taken from him by Nizam 
" 41ly ; ~ow our army is to act or be fup~ I 

" plied at that pl!tance, or what good effi Ct 
4' fuch meafures are to produce, either for the 

J , • 

" defence of Bengal or Bom"bay, other than 
;,' that of ~~'ivin&' thofe !tates, from 3 pprehen,- ' 
" fions of our alDbitious views, entirely into 
Ie the arms of tre French, and compelling 
~ c them to form a generttl aJliancejor extir
~' pating us from Indqflan." 

Mr. Elliot died on his journey, in cOl'. fe .. 1J 
fequeoce of a very fpidted and hazardous 2! · 
exertion to catch the famous Monfiellr Che-. , . 
valier" who had efcaped in difguife from 
~handenagor, and was then making the, bell 
of . his ~ay to ~urope, in, order to give the 
french minitlry the ear\ieft aQ~ mo(t accu_ 

rate 



" 

, 

rate information, (which no man pofft«'e4,' 
mQr~ perfectly than 'he did) of the ftat~ of 
India, particularly ,of B~ngal. · Mr. ~llio~ 
was in a 'bad nate of healt~ when ~e fe~out, 
and?y falling into a river, or b,eing .excepivelY 
wetted while in plKfl:llt of Chevalier> unquef'!P' 
tionably caught his death. When' he wa's 
taken and fent back to CjlJcutt~, tb~ tlii ute , 
paid to the meolory of Mr. Elliot was, that 
Chevali~r was immediate1y fe~ at libert, arid 
di fpatched exprefs to France, over land, oy 
a fped al paffpot t from l\1r. Hafii rigs, agairit't 
the warmeft 'and {hong eftremonllrances that 
could be urged by 1\1r ~ Fr~cis . and Mr. 
Wheler. His wif~ ahrl family, ' whom ne 
was in too great a hurry ta wait ' fdr, Went 
rou d the cape in a Danith lndiaman, ' 
TH ESE FACTS ARE ON RECORD. ' '"'" 

After Mr. Elliot's death, the fame powers 
and infirutlions to treat with the flppoJec( 
Raj~ of Berar, were transferred and continued 

• tc! Colonel Goddard; and, for aug~ ~.ha~ 
-appears to the contrary, are in force to tbi~ . 
day. Yet, on the 24th of May, J7"9.~ 
when it was Mr. Hafting,s's 6bje'd: to pteci- · 
pltat" a third rupture wjth,t~e M;aratta go: 

vern 
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vernment at Poona; and to leave no opening 
for an accommodation with them, and when 

it 

it WltS urged that it would be prudent ~t 
leafi~ before we recommenced hollilities with I 

a peopl~, who had never injured us; to fecure ., 
the friendfhip and affillance of fome of the 
country powers, he the n declared, " that Moo
" dajt:e Boofla's unwillingnefs to join us, ~as 
" an additio.nal motive for our preferring a 
" {cherne of military operations practicable , 
" by our own force, and unincumbered with · 

, ~, the. weight qf a timid ally." Without dif
puring the incomparable wifdom of the rea .. 
fon . then affigned for (mgaging in a war, 
without alliances, and for preferring that 
fyftem to any otl1er, it may be proper to ob- . 
ferve, that this man, fo defcribed by Mr. 
Hafiings, is the very ' fam~ Moodajee Baofla, 
with whom he has afijduouily l a~outed to 
form an atfenfive alliance, for no lefs an obe-. 
ration than the conquell of the Maratta Em .. 
pire, and for divefiing the Nizam of the De
can of a third of his dominions.-.-This is 
l.heJame timid ally, whofe alliance he was fa 
'paffionate1y folicitous to obtain, that, on the' 

23d of November, ) 778, he thought ' he 
thould concil!;lte his 'Confidence ::tnd efteem 

K . by, 
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. by telling h.is m-inifier, " In ,th,e whole of 11Ij 

. ," conduCl, I have-depatteCi ftom the commo~ 
~' li~e of p~l,icy, ~nd have' made' advances, 
H when others, in my fituation, would have 
'~, waited for folicitations ;----"':'but I truft to -
te, the approved bravery ani,jpirii of your 
'" cHief, that he will ardently catch at the 

, . 
"'objeCts preft!nted to his ambition/' [Pide 
," Appendix)'. 

Again, ''This IS the fame timid ally, tG> 

whom, on the 9th of February, 1779, he 
made .the fol1ewing p~rtentous. dec;Jar:Hion. 

,_ " I. am forry that you entertained this cijf-, 
cc truit, and do declare that, had y..ou accepted 
(( of the terms offered you"through Colonel 
" Goddard, and concluded a treaty with this 
"government upon the,?, I OlOuld have 
,e held the obligation of i~ fuperior to that of 
" any engagement formed by the govern ... 
~, ment of Bombay, and lhould have .thought 
f( it· my duty to~ maintain it, and to defend 
"the faith of this government pledged for 
,i the performance 9f it; againft every con-

, " fidel'ation, even oj the moji valuable intereJls 
,, 'andfofety oj tbe Englijh pojJeJJions intrufled 
u t o my Cb{lr$e." 

Fro 
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from~ May 1779. the Maratta . war is 
(oleIy and exc1uflvely .hi~ own. The goyern
meot of Bombay difcouraged and oppofed it. 
J~ January 1779, they had received a feyere 
.~nd bi~ter lrffon nejlr Poona, \yhen their 
yY'hole aqny in ~ffeCt capitulated, and owed 
i'ts fubfequent reieafe and fafety, to the gene:
·roftty and moderation of the ~ar~tta~, ''l'hey 
indeed have fuffered for their jmp.rudence, 
as every Indian fiate has done1 that has ever 
repofed a confidence in the honour, g~o~ f~ith, 
or gratitude of the Company's governments 

. in t11at country. ' 

In ju{\ice to Mr. Horn~y, Preildent of -
130m bay,' it ought to be obf~rved~ that l,e 
t\1ought himfelf bound.by a 'great obligation 
to Madaj~~ Scin4ia" one of t\l~ principal Ma
~atta Chiefs, for the l~nity ~nd ir+duJgence~ , 
with which the Bombay army was 'treated. 
The following extraCt from his Minute on 
~he occ~fion, dated the 19th of F br\lary, 
1779, will be found to deferve particular 

, •. ~ i I I' " f 

attention. ' 
'I 

- (, There can be. no, heGtatip!l in d~cl.3rin.g 
'~\ fuch a ' convention ' invalid. Yet we are 

K 2 ~' indebted 
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" indebted-to Madajee Scindia for our having 
" this ffil1left in our power. He, the whole ' -
" army, and we, muil: be equally {huck with 

" e this faCt. 1 do therefcue think oUr nati-

',' 

~' ee anal hmour conc,erned, in finding. fome ~ay 
cc of .acquitting ourfelves to him. , It is im'
'e poffible to proceed on foch rotten ground, 
ce as that ' of renouncing both the engage-

" cc rnc:nts with the urbar, and him, ~ho 
.' 

" enabled us ~o rejeCt them. It 'Would be 
Cc breakingfoith with the whole world at once'; , 
" with 'our friends and,wid; our enemies/: , 

M r. Hafiings alfo, in his Minute of the 
24th of May, 1779, [peaking of the , fame 
tranfaCtion and the fame perfon, declares 
thai a the obligations of jufiice and bonout, . 
" were pledged for the retribution of the mojl 
"jigl1at (though humiliating) aCt of kind~ 
" nefs, that a nation cotlld have received 

" " from th~ bounty of an individual." 

THe method taken to acquit the Cam-
I ' 

pany ' and the nation, of their obligatiohs 
to Madajee Scindia" was to form a plan 
for the direct inyafion of his country, 
by another expedition fr.om Bengal, \lod,er 

. :the 



~ 69 ) 

the command of Maj~r Camac; em whi 
pIlm, M'r:Hafiings and Mr. Francis finall 

broke, in ~une 1]80. I 

With all the preceding evidence in view, 
and, with much more, wHi 11 might be' col~ 
letted from the Co~pany's records, can' it 
be ubted, whether it was an effential irtte
reft of the ' Nizam to' counteract and defea 
the views at Mr. Hafiings, ofwhicn all India 
was thoroughly apprifed? And if itwa impo: 
licic and unjuil, in the prefidency of Fort St. 
George, to run the rifque of a quarrel with 
the Nizam, in }I ne 1779, for fo inconfide .. 
rable an object as th~ Palhcuih,- or the . im
mediate poffefficxq of a diftrict,. which was of 
courfe to devolve to tpe Company, on the ' 
death of the prefent otcupant j ,by' what 
flames are we to qualify ,the project, formed , 

. by. Mr. Hafiings in July 1778, for attacking 
'the Nizam in the midO: of a profound peace, 
an.d conquering fuch a portion of his country, 
as might fatisfy the ambition of his rival and 
his enemy? Can it be denied that this pro
jeet firuck directly at the Nizam's exiO:ence ? 
Or is it to be fuppofed that all his ref< ntment 
was, referved. for a fubfequent and compara-

, lively 



lively a petty 61fence, received from the prei 
iidp.ncy of Fort St. George and that he felt 
~o apprehenfions or concern for the ~ffects of 
~n uuion, projected petween the governPlent 
pf B 19a1 and his n'atura e'1emy' Moodajee 

" , \ .' 
BodIa; one of ~he fpecific obJe~s of which. 
: as, to invade 'an? ~onq1,ler his dominions~ 

' 5 conduCt fhewS' th'at he pe~fea:)y u'ilder. 
, .flood his intereft:s, that he diffembled his r~ · 

fentments, whiie he . clearly faw his dange~, 
and 'wifely provided againft it~ C rtain acts, 
done afterwards, and dec1 rations made to 

_ him by the Prefidency of ror:t t, G~orge, 
might- poffibly have add~d to his apprehen
fions,' and com pleated the meafure of his re ... 
f~ntment. T ' ey might a1[0 h~ve furnilhed 
the ofl:enfible and. immedia e pretence~ for 
a rup~ure; becaufe things don~ ~re in genera~ 

, better evidence to be ' held out' ~o tb( ~orld, 
I 

as the motives of aCtion, than thing's of fa,r 
g t r reach and extent, projea~d but n?t 
exec t d. , ' 

ut the queftion is, .whetBer ~.e had ni?t 
already taken hi~ refotution, and formed h,is 
meafures on much more important grounds ? 
An a tentive in'luiry ' will' foon 'd'ifcover ' the, 

. connex,io"" 
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connexion between his rea/ illotives and his 
A8ions. A great ejfeCl evidently exitls. A 
feletbon of catifeJ is prefented to our judg- . 
mc~. Shall we afcribe it to a little motive, 
or to a great one? At all events, there is 
no conceivable argument or principle; on 
which the proceedings at Fort St. George can 
be cqndemned j \ ~hich will not apply with 
infini ely greater force, as well from parity 
of reafoning, as from the finguJar conCUr .. 
renee of his ·own authority, to the (ondem. 
nation of Mr. Hafiings. 

F I N I S,.. 

A PP E N. 
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'C~py .. a Ltf~er jr. M H~TU~Gi, Ii 

DEWAJUR. PUNDIT, p,.~l~44zitijt". 
the R'(Jj<fjJ.' 'If Berar, dafe ,ill Ca 
~'ovclI1be:" 4e .23d .1778, ,I . ' 

, I /lV ,the' whole if my condilC! '1 have dt-
". pi1~ted j~om the .com~on, lint 'of P~licJ' 
u ana /:Jave ma c advances, w'ten others~tn my 
"Jiti4/ition, would have '!!Jaited for filicit -
'tiOl1." As the greate'ft adv'3ntages, 0 

,hich I can look) cannot i'n ' heir nature 
. qual thofe, t<? which the pq)fperous iffue of 
' our meafures, may c'onduct the {late of the 
:rvhha RaJah's government. ~B t I know 
the charatters to whi~h I add refs rnyfelf. 
I trufi to the approved bra ery and JPirit of 
)'our Chid; that he. will ardmtly. catch at the 
objeClsprefintedtohisambition,aod toyour wir. 
dom; of which, iffamereportstruly, minifier 
twr poffdfed a larger portion, that you will 
viem their importance in too clear a light to 
hazard the lofs of them, by attempting to 
take all 'adva!11age oj the dejire, which I have 
xprifed for their accomplijhment. I 'Ihis int'- ' 

lIlateon is not fa much il1tC.'Jdcd for a cauti(Jn 
to you, as for all- explalllJtion of my conduCl 
to tlofl. who may be leJs able to penetrtl,fe 

. uUp tbe grounds qf it. ) • . 


