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respecting the ¢ C'zrdamum K monopoly, will be in-
structive to-those who have seen the pamphlet I recently
published on the subject. . :
One reaspn for printing this sequel may perhapﬁ be
obvious to the-reader. Taking the two following lettqrs
as an illustration of the cheracter of the two classes to
which the writers respectively belong, they show whwh 5-:
of them is most entitled to receive public support: g
When we remember that the truth of My, Brown's
description of the monopoly in his first letter. is mot
dehied'nor even qualified by his respondent, the'contrast .
between the contracted views and callous Pones of &
Civilian (tax) Collector, compared to the liberal and
statesmanlike spmt of a British settler, is very strlhng
and painful.
Of these two writers, one sees and feels for nothmg
* but “Revenue,” and yet his mind has become too
narrowed to understand the best way of securing that; -
* the other is raised, by his very feeling for the people, to =
an elevation which gives him a comprehensive and: '
correct view of the general interests of the State; yet
- the former is-the man in power, the type of old Inﬂlﬁn ]
officiglism, andthe favoritaof the Home Government;
while tie h,pter Yepresents that class of Inte.nkuperq;»
the hemhhry .foes;of monopdly, Mg jealously ang,
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vmalctlvely proscribed, and still barely tolefated by
_genuine old Companys sei'nnw, and ‘&xélr a.lhes at
: home

Yes! the unchangng character of tha Home Govern
ment is the worst part of the business. “In India ‘the
oldschool of functionaries is &mappeaﬁng, and a more
progressive one is taking its place. '~ At home, all is
stationary.* During the 13 years that 1 have agitated
the quest:dn of India Reform, there has been scarcely
any change in the men who formed the Home/Government
of India, and never any change in their measures, except
wben special acts werg fopeed upon them by temporary

ar-excitement in consequence of sometremen(lous
p alamity.

But these periodical fits of public attention to India
have been hitherto as evanescent as the extraordinary
disasters which aroused them. They ha elled

. important concessions to public opinion for the mément,
they*have each suddenly effected some improvement in
the adnumstratlon which had been called” for, ‘and
obstmately resisted, perhaps for a quarter of a century
before; and then ‘they have passed away, leaving the
same men in the same places to pursue the same prmclples
as before. :

The result is that the Hame Government’ has learnt
nothing apd forgotttn nothing from the vicissitudes of

*its existence; and its tactics are Just the same in 1862
as' they were in 1852, vizj to give every honour and
and reward that it diifes® to partisans of the old

P Coinpany s vaefnment, and stanc'h -defenders of Mg?
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a8 theymre and to dnscouragem&ﬁu by eva'y
is in its power, the most conspicuous gvocates of_';,
improvement in the Indian administration. . - i
-Under this reign of evil at home, no . tsqhal‘ g
reform can be hoped for in- Ind?@ \vmhm?m»
attegtion and . attracting support here, and the very
question which Mr. Brown has takea np, is_one of th9 g
strongest. proofs of it. s i oo R
Any one wpuld think, on contqmphtmg ‘Mr. B vm?p
startling picture of the Indian tariff in his first lq;{gr, e
that the subject must be a new one, which had never
beén. seriously considered befgre ; and that a gc,%lempmf
such barbarous imbecility neaf only be prom Te-
presented to the Government to be at once con*eeteil by
its common sense. .
. The very idea, in our day, when it is notorxous that :
you may count on your fingers the few articles that pay
nine-tenths of the Customs’ Duties, of a_tariff levymg
duties on “515‘1mports, and 165 exports, that can be
named, besides every other that cannot’ (under thasweepmg e
clause of “all articles not included in“the above
enumeration ”)—the idea of levying 10 per. cent. ad
valorem duties ‘‘according to the local valuation, at
every port and oufport, and accordmg to the know—
ledge of trade, the judgment and honesty of C X
Managers on 50 Rupees (£5) a monthl"—-al,l :
seems so monstrous at the present day, that hgnt.a |
reader might suppose this gade-destroylng system d
been overlooked by the Government, and q;\e Q&Wﬁ
had never been fairly brought, to its notpce Vﬁm 3[‘“;,,‘
Brown took it up. “
- But nothing ‘¢buld be g greater mistake. | The‘iqm_
ject was,forced upon the notice t%i the: Home Goyern-
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‘Ghambers of Commerce in Tndia, and the late Mr. Hume
in England it has been repeatedly pressed upon them
ginee then; and it'is no further back than December,
1860, that tbey deliberately revised and confirmed this
very tariff, and inflicted it on amagnificent coast-line
about thrze thousand miles in length. o
" And thisis just what was to be expected from the -
same men in the same places. The ideas of the Home
Government of India are such an anachronism at the
present day, that we must ‘go back from ten to nearly
twenty years, to the time when its’ leadmg members
came into office, evengo gmderstand them. 74
~It is “forgotten now by the rest of the world, that
dﬁmﬂ to the “0ld Indian” tradition, still repre-
sented' by the Home Government, the most important
‘Stafe™functionary was the (tax) Collector, and the
principles of his art wére of the most elcmentary
description. ol
~ They were simply, first to tax the lang tﬁﬂﬁ host,
and then to tax every export and import! of its cul-
tivators, without regarding anythmrr but the immedlate
gain to the Government: : ‘
This* system of course worked ill in the long run
even for the Government itself. The land-tax had to
‘beé reduced over and over again; and -the Duties still
involve a loss, frequently of pounds in the profits' of
wthe ryots for every penny levied in Duties; owing to
their indirect effect in stopping the development of
trade, and preventmg expernnents in new artmlesﬁf
éommeree JH 5 Tl
" Nevertheless tbé very men- who glonetl in thls syaum
and defended every Indian abuse, as tﬁe Home Govern-
‘ment of ten yedrs ago, are skl in Office, pursuing. their

- v eareer of obstructiVeness, with gm,_h occasional interrup-
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tions 481 have noticed, for want of any. emmuoga‘?:

public attention to Indian affairs.

Perhaps, after all the state of the TIndian . tarxﬁ' isa

less striking instance of the want of such attention,

than the state of the Indian cotton supply, which more

diregtly affects our own interests; therefore I will con-
clude by a few remarks on this sub.}ect, Wthh may be
developed hereafter.

Since last session, & pa.mphlet" has been pubhshed

which completély settles the long-disputéd question,
whether India could successfully compete with America -

in the production of cotton, _

A gentleman of well-known scientific repntstxon lﬂ"
unimpeachable character, Dr. Wight, who was formerly .

superintendent of the Government cotton farms in
Madras, has stated the results of his 13 years' ex-
perience; proving, among other things, the following
propositions :— ' - -

1st. That American (long-stapled) cotton waseasily
naturalised in India, was suited to all kinds of soil
there, though it preférred a rich one, and was rather
_improved than deteriorated after 13 years’ mtroducuon
" into the country. .

2nd. That American cotton farming, so far from
being superior, according to the vulgar error; was
immeasurably inferior to that of the Hindoos! and that
American average crops were the same as those on.
medium lands in India, £ but much below what the
best produced ! ”

3rd, That India is campetent to supply the wants of

Europe, were they even much grea.tm: than they ,are,x

g Cotton # xplanato mmmm

Methods, 3 Robert Wight, 5 Loy e :
. e § . "‘ 3 ﬁﬂ; 7w :(- _" ‘.:} —;‘.::« Qi
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with g ) ptovide“nt.uﬁim is'a- demand for
’%ﬁ ﬁvbmye.r to year, “on her,own fields.” %
" Assuming then that Dr. Wight has ﬁna.lly pmved
these propositions (and no one has httempted to refute
“him), the whole question is narrowed to-this :» Why has
‘there not been that European demand for cotton,,* on
her own fields,” which would have bwoaghe the requu‘ed
supply from India? ' 55 o
-+ 'The ‘answer “is, that ‘a degree of mlsgovemment
existed in the principal departments of the ‘Indian- ad-
ministration, which threatened with ruin any European,
T the public service, who should undertake the
bu of @ cotton agent in the interior.*

The proofs of this misgovernment are on record in
various official reports, which T propose to cite hereafter,
with regard to three main ppints, viz,; the tenure of
land, the administration of justice, and the construction
of -public . works, therefore, I nced o dd here,
that, owing to the want of any o public
attention to Indian ‘affairs in England, “the Home
Government has been able to,postpone the seftlement
of the two first of these wital questions until last
session,- when the cotton famine was actually upon us;
and it has not even yet come to an honest or sa.tlsfactory
settlement of ‘the third (public works) question.}

I thus trace the cotton faniine to the want of Indian
-supplies, and the want of Indian supplies to the ob-
structiveness of the Home Government. But who is
responsible for the Home Government? 1 fear that the

. Budugeduuwerotnednpmdlybyih Banbcymmhmh,lﬂhﬂd
for the above reason,

t it did find out immediately after reprimanding and disgracing
: m%ﬂmm e
sent orders m nmmpaﬂicrmh,m Bt
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ple of this oonntry Mﬂ rid - of  the
sponsibility for the acty-of their- pnblﬂ
giving them any degree of rank.and powe avishin
upon them any amount of salaries at India’s e @
umemamwmmmwhdém ;‘
theip acts, they are not likely to acape paymg»ﬁd“'
penalty for them in the long ran. 24

However, if the public still believes i in the pom'blhw ol
of .“putting new. wine into old bottles,” it .can try the *
Home Governmenta little longer;and wait for some more
of its fruits: in famines, droughts, insurrections, &;&,
and instalments of reform too late. .

Meanwhile, I.recommend pcﬂmcums to re-read Mr
Brown's first letter published a few weeks ago,"and
then peruse the two following letters, conclndi.ng ﬁe
correspondence.

They will see in them a picture of the two: spu;;:
which are now contending for the mastery in India;
a spirit of generBus youth, and hope, and progress, on
the one side; and a spirit of routine, unteachable,
“ Old-Indianism,” on the other: if the new spirit ldis W
the reader’s sympathy, as it deseryes to do, let hun
" not leave it wnth a merely passxve supp'ort. .
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o
To F. G, Bnowx,Esq el
Calicut 23nd July, 1862

L
St A | :
Some da.ys ago a copy of your letter, datbdf‘
1st June last, to the Revenue Secretary to Government,
Madras, was forwarded to me, with a call for an early’
report, on the “ Wynaad Cardamum Farm.” *° =

As you have been partly mstmmental in brlﬁging :
the subject forward at present, I doubt not you will be '
good enough to favor me with your viéws as to B
practical settlement of thé Cardamum question. Tt
riot the first time it has been discusséd. The objections
to the present system of manao'mg the farm are patent;
but unfortunatelx it is much easier to descant on them
than to show how they can be avoided, without . alto-
_gether giving up a considerable revenue derived from
a very legitimate source, »

Of course, if Government are willing to throw up
the revenue, and to leave Cardamums untaxed, as
pepper and plintains,, §e., the solution of our difficulty
is simple; but I am not at all prepared to recommend
such a course, and I do not think Government would
be prepared to adopt it if I did.

The present-state of things, however, cannot go on.
If any revenue is to be derived from the article (and I
must again say that as far as I can seé it is a very
legitimate one from which to draw a revenue), the only
courses. T can see are—to make mﬂg monopoly by law—
to impbse a hxgh export dgty—-—or to aasess fhe cul- -
tivation, or Qhe la.nd & Py ¢ e
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- In these days,no one would advocate the first course,
y‘ it can. be avoidf, save, as far as I can learn, the
owners of the €ardamum H;lls, who swould not at all
“ object to the measure, to jud; fromm the spirit of Mr.
Robinson’s md_ Mr,, Grants reports (the two ‘previous
Collectors).

Both these gentlemen and the Hill proprletors ap-
peared to think that assessment of the land, or of the
cultivation, avas hardly feasible, that it would be difficult
or impossible to secure a fair revenue by a ‘quit—rent on
the land.

Now, perhaps your experience may be able to suggest~
a plan—mnot free altogether from objection, perhaps, but
free from most of the evils of the present system—

which, without unduly repressing the preduction, or
interfering with the profits of the pra%.gf this
article, may yet secure a fair revenue* from it to Goyern-
ment, and if you ean do so, both the people and the
Government ought to be, and I doubt not will be, ready
to thank you. . .

. As I must address Government very shortly, I shall
be obliged by any remarks you may be good enough to
niake being sent at your earliest convenience.

I am, Sir, &c.,"&e.

Rl & RO - Y R Dt hkS i i T
i B Dl U5 FRE °Tﬁwmﬂﬁ&lyu“”
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: Ihmm the Yot 0o receive you km-
the 23rd July, asking for my * views as to a practical
settlement of the Cardamum question ;™ I Witf is
you request, without delay.

*  The Rajas of Coorg, following  the exampie of &e
Company, made a strict monopoly of ‘Coorg: Carda-

- mums, ‘Geferal Cubbon abolished the nmnopoly* éh&
replaced it by a very moderate tax assessed for a
number of years upon all Cardamum forests. - T ’Bave
not the means of learning the result of the change.
You, as a Government Collector, have. = If, besides
this' result, you will obtain a return’ of the annudl
revenue of Coorg from all sources, from the: ﬁﬁejthﬁ’
measure was introduced to the present time," I think
the figures will satisfactorily demonstrate how best to
‘deal practically with the Cardamum Farm of Wynaad.

Besides the Farm-price, these Cardamums, as likewise
those of Coorg, contribute in two other ways to the
revenue of Madras. First, both pay duty on export
according to the local tariff; Second, as wherever ex-
ported for sale, the Cardanmms must ultimately be

* paid for in India, they pay import duty when the
: proceeds are brought back, whether mvesced.m Engh.sh
or in foreign goods :

According to Arbuthnot, L&tham tnd Co s Lﬂnden. 3
Price Qurrent of the 18th June, the latest I have,

: Cardamnwere Mdmm 108. 6&. 5} B.i. %
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alb. Two months ago, the Travancore Government
sold 60 Candies (of 600 Dutch,pounds) of their Carda-
mums at public sale.. Aggthe English price would_
attract every pound to Liondon, these  Cardamums:
~would net there about Rs. 180,000, which sum invested
in goods, Britishk or foreign, at an advance of 10,per
cent.; will, when returned to India, yield a fund of |
about 2 lacs of: Rupees to pay import duty-at:5 per cent..
It is true that the proceeds of the "Wynaad Carda-
mums might not be brought back direct to this Province
in goods, nor the Rs. 10,000 of import duty thus go
to swell the balance-sheet of Malabar. . But nglgg not *
the less plain that the amount will go to, 1-,hg~
the general balancessheet of India. The fi
sheet arethe matter of public concern. Oaliet river
must submit to being merged in the Indian Ocegn. -
From expressions in your letter, I much fear that I
have the misfortune of differing with you in opinion,
on the propriety, or advisability, of the Government
. looking fora ¢ considerable revenuc” from Cardamums,
on such like forest productions. I confess it was not
without a feeling of deep shame that I.lately read a
Gazette advertisement, offering to public farm, the wild™*
honey, and the ‘wild wax, and certain wild roots, and
deer’s horns, to be collected in certain Government
wastes, the collector making known, as an incentive to
bidders to make their fortunes, that these valuable
royalties had yielded a reyenue of Rs. 200 a year in
previous years. It is only a very few years sinee the
Gazette remitted an annual revenue of Rs. 7 or 15 a
year, which a zealous collector brou«rht sto account, for
the grazing of sheep or goats on certain Government
waste land. T once had a Bees-wax fabmer come here
to search, not'my ftvoods, but my very housc;,’ for the




- e e Sh O ST
b 15 ‘

“ -
*

Company's wax. But I thought all such: thi
now everywhere things of fhe past: © * % "¢ 8]
You Sir, and .I, are both Englilhmené yup‘ the 4
Revenue head of this large Provinee containing a popu-
lation of a million and three quarters, I a mﬁr
Planter.  The reason of both tells us; that such modes
of raising revenue can no longer be, for-our country,
our great country, spurns them. - The reﬂwﬁonmfaﬁ
both must tell us,"that it is not by such resources that
India will be made to meet the gnmteeﬂ interest on
railways costing £12,000 to £18,000 a mile, and -
yielding nil ;. nor by such aids, that she will supply the
needs of the four millions of persons laid prostrate in . :
England by the Cotton famine, who are offering 40.and
50 millions sterling a yeat to any oountry that mﬂd
assist them in their dire necessity. Srean g g

1 have the honor, &c &y

(Signed) F. C BROWN

':"* il 5
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SEQUEL

TO (

“DHAR NOT RESTORED.

TrEe publication or another Parliamentary Paper in the
case of Dhar, enables me to complete the sketch given
last year, of the injustice done to this State, and to ex-
plain that this injustice s still being carried on, in spite
of the personal affront to Lord Stanley, and contempt of
the House of Commons, involved in such a proceeding.
It is quite necessary to explain this, because a nomi-
nal restoration of the principality took place after Lord
Stanley’s question last year, which has deceived the
public: a ludicrous instance of this deception having
occurred only a few days ago. On the 11th of April
last, the “Calcutta correspondent” of a leading journal,
occupied, like other Government scribes at present, in
writing down the Native Princes and landed gentry
again, preparatdy to another course of ‘looting”
thero—; our Cslcutta correspondent” wound up a
string of calumnies on the administration of Native
States, by citing the ®miserable condition to which the
0y A "2 =
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ople of Dhar had been reduced” by the restoration

of that State to its Chief—the wkiter being unaware that

we still retain our authority in Dhar, and that we are
still responsible for its administration !

I proved last year in detail that the Dhar Govern'ment
and every individual member of it, were perfectly inno-
cent of the hostility imputed to them in 1857, and that
the mutiny of their troops, and all the misfortunes of
the'State, had been due to the misconduct of the official
then acting for Sir Robert Hamilton, in his absence, as
Governor-General's Agent for Central India, namely,
Colonel Darand, whom I charged with having sacrificed
the Dhar State to save his own reputation, and having
éntirely misrepresented the facts of the case afterwards
to his Government.

I also showed how Sir Charles Wood had been forced
by Parliamentary pressure to promise the restoration of
the State in 1860, and how he had doubly deceived the
House of Commons in doing so; first, by representing
the fine imposed on the State of Dhar as being a light
one, when, in truth, it was a very heavy one; and,
secondly, by promising to the House an unconditional
restoration in 1862, when he had privately attached a
condition to his promise, which would render it easy
for the Government to evade it when the time came for
its accomplishment. T also explained why nobody sus-
pected this at the time, because Sir Charles Wood's
assurances in public were confirmed by still more
emphatic promises in private, and the papers in the
case were not given to the public ntil a year after-
wards, when, supposing the mattét finally, settled,
nobody thought tifem worth the grouble of reading.

Finally, T mentioned that the Resident -at Indore, in

. L)
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1860, Sir Richmond Shakespear, deceived, like the rest |
of the world, by the lapguage used in Parliament, and
believing that there was a bond fide intention on the |
part of the Government to restore the State in 1862
hadeissued a proclamation in Malwa, publicly promising
the unconditional restoration of Dhar, when the Rajah
attained his majority. This proclamatxon was not dis- 4
avowed by the Government in India, though when
received in England, it induced Sir Charles Wood t0:<
restate, in a dlspatdn to the Governor-General, the con-
dition attached to the restoratlcn, still without the
public knowing it. :

I believe that for the pemainder of Sir Rxchmond
Shakespear's life, to the end of 1861, he supposed that.
the promise of his proclamation would be kept; because
the officer he placed in charge of the State reported,
only two months before the time came for fulfilling the
promise, in terms which showed his impression that
we meant to restore the Rajah in the following April, =
that there was no reason whatever why we should not
do so. And, strange to say, a circumstance which had
happened just before, and which ought to have shown
me that the Government were still hostile to the Dhar
State, and determined to persist in doing injustice to it,
became the means of lulling asleep, not only my sus-
picions, but, perhaps, those of people in: Malwa, for:
another year or two.

This cirenmstance was a fresh exhibition of Colonel :
Durand’s implacable animosity against the Dhar State,
in his new capaeity of Foreign Secretary to the Govern- -'3
ment of India.e Haying returned to India to assume “
this oﬁice, after the Sesslon of 1861, he had no sooner
settled down to his®work at Calcutta, than an ortiel:

»
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went forth for the sale of the Dhar family’s jewels,
ornaments, and heirlooms—* Dhar plunder,” as it was
called, by public auction. Up to this time, it had been
hoped, that considering the complete acquittal of the
Dhar Durbar, that had resulted from Sir Robert Heémil-
ton's investigations, and considering the heavy fine,
one-fourth of its net revenue, inflicted on the Dhar Go-
vernment, and the sufferings inflicted on its innocent
family, before the promise of restoration, it had been
hoped that such an outrage as the sale of their trea-
sures and heirlooms by public auction would at least
be spared them. But no! Colonel Durand had deter-
mined that they should drain the cup to the dregs, and
on the 2nd of December, 1861, notifications were circu-
lated in Malwa, for a public auction of the ¢ Dhar
plunder.”

On hearing this news I wrote privately in the
strongest language to Sir Charles Wood, telling him

" how the people of Central India had been shocked by

such an announcement, and warning him that Colonel
Durand’s rancorous temper and antipathy to the Natives,
which had got him into difficulties in every political
situation he had- previously filled, had drawn forth, on
his appointment, an emphatic protest from the local
press against his filling such a post as that of Foreign
Secretary, which gave him the opportunity of wreaking .
his old grudges on every Native State that had given
him umbrage in his former service, and had placed all
the Native States at the mercy of a man notoriously
incapable of carrying out that policy’ of conciliation
which the British nation had professedly adopted.

Sir Charles Wood replied to this letter by giving me
those conventional assurances which he is always so

C 4 4



ready to offer, and which deceived me at the hm%
though they ought noq to deceive anybody in the yedr
1865.

1 will now quote the words of the officer left in clwrge
of Bhar by Sir R. Shakespear, written only two months
before the restoration should have been carried out, with
a knowledge of the condition attached to the restoration
by Sir Charles Wood, that the Rajah should be pro-
nounced competent to manage his own affairs.  Itewill |
be evident from the foliowing paragraph, that this
officer, who had been living in the closest intimacy with ’
the Rajah for nine months previously, entertained no
doubt of his competency w govern, and only insisted
on the fact that there was so much administrative work
to do, that the Rajah onght to have, like other Sovereign
Princes, an efficient Minister to assist him when he took
charge of the State himself:—

5
- |

“ From Lieutenant H. C. E. Warp, Officiating Superin- =
tendent Dhar, to Major R. J. MEADE, Agent Governor-
General for Central India. (No. 33, dated Dhar, 30tb
January, 1862.)*

«3. The Rajah of Dhar will attain the age of eighteen in the month
of April, this year, and his Excellency the Viceroy having directed
that on his attaining his majority, and being promounced competent,
the State is to be restored to him, I feel it my duty to express strongly
my opinion, that a Dewan of good family and of some property, with
influence in the State, should be appointed to assist the young Chief in
the management of Dhar; at present everything is managed by the
Superintendent ; all the expenditure is regulated by him; all qmmm
of finance are refer®d to him; all the kamavisdars of different pergun-
nabs send in their reports to him, and all judicial or civil cases are for- ,;
warded Yor his Judgment and orders ; this wo;k when thqua.hobhm oo

e Parha.mentarv Paper No. 196 of 1805, page 41.

»
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the management of his own affairs, will fall upon him, and though he
is neither deficient in intellect nor abd.xty still I do not think he has
sufficient physical energy to undertake' so much mental as well as
bodlly work, and among the personal attendants there is not, in my
opinion, one man fitted for the responsible situation of Dewan, either
by his talents, or his position as a man of property in the Dhar®State.
Of the personal relatives of the Rajah I can say nothing, they all
having left either during or after the mutinies, and gone to reside on
their jageers in the Deccan and Concan. During my tenure of office
as Superintendent of Dhar, I have continually endeavoured to impress
on the young Chief the absolute necessity of devoting a great portion
of his time to study, and he has attended cutchery regularly for the
purpose of learning how the work should be carried on; still, in my
opiniqn, there is so much work, that the aid of an efficient Dewan is
ogsentially necessary to the welfare of the Dhar State, after the British
Superintendeny leaves.” .

When Lieutenant Ward penned the above paragraph
he was under the persuasion that the Government really
intended to restore the State, and, therefore, he ex-
pressed no doubt of the Rajah’s competency to govern.
But the officer who followed him, Captain Wood, was
evidently better informed of the intentions of Govern-
ment, for in thirteen days* he came to the most decided
conclusion that the Rajah was not competent to govern,
and he recommended a postponement of the restora-
tion for six months: a mild expedient to begin with,
not calculated to frighten people!

This officer, moreover, completely changed the system
of education prescribed for the Rajah by the late Sir R.
Shakespear.f He now made over to the Rajah the
work of a particular district, “in order that he might,
“ after hearing the cases read, affix his opinions on a
“ flyleaf, and return them to the Sufperintendent for

)

¢ L]
* Parliamentary Paper No. 195 of 1865, page 112, + Ibsd.
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« supervision "*—a process which did not improve ﬁﬁ'?w
chances of restorations,for a year afterwards we find 1
Lieutenant Ward, who knew more of the intentions of |
the Government by this time, reporting that “the
« causes for the little progress made by the chief, in
i quahfymrr himself to assume charge of the State,
“gtill remain."f And so the farce went on for two _ g
years, with periodical reports of incompetency from
India, and periodical “regrets” from Sir Charles Wood
at home, and “mllm«ne« to hope that he might
“ eventually be found competent, &e.”}
And so the farce would have gone on, and the. poor
young Prince would have, been deprived of his rlghtq, .1‘1;
until the time had arrived for the Solicitor-General to
denounce him fiercely in the House, as “one of those
“ nominal Sovercigns who had no power, and to whom
“mno power could safely be entrusted ;. who had only
“ this attribute to sovereignty—that they were above
“all law ; whose existence was an unmixed evil to the=
“ people of India, and whose abolition would inflict
“mno harm on a single human being.” This sentiment,
which was received with cheers by a bench-full of |
Whig placemen the other night, does not seem to |
express the feelings of the Natives of India, for even
the last Parliamentary Paper, not compiled by friends
of the young Rajah, casually admits the “ much re-
joicing” of the people of Dhar, when their young
Prince had a son and heir born to him, and their
‘“ general satisfaction” when his nominal restoratlpn

took place lastsNovember. :j
%‘:‘-

¢ Parliamentary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 59. i

+ ParVamentary Paper No. 196 of #865, page 74. it
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1 Parliamentary Paper No. 106 of 1865, pages 70, 93.
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However, the farce of pretended incompetency in
India, and hypocritical regrefs at home, was inter-
rupted at last. The friends of* the young Prince were
revolted by the dishonesty and tyranny of our Govern-
ment, and furnished me with evidence to prove it. ®*And
on the publication of my ¢ Dhar not Restored,” the
Rajah presented a Khareeta (official letter) demanding

his restoration, and what was more important, Lord
- Stanley put a question in the House of Commons,
which Sir Charles Wood could not venture to disregard.
It became necessary to concede some apparent restora-
tion; and the only thing that remained was to turn
the concession into a sham, and restore a shadow
of power without the substance, by making the Rajah
bind himself to retain an obnoxious native Minister
of our appointment and to allow us to select any
Tuture Minister in case of a vacancy.

Now, the plan of forcing a native Prince to accept
* some “mere creature of the British authorities” as
his Minister, is not new in India; it has been repeatedly
tried, and, as admitted in one of Lord Dalhousie’s
Minutes, on the Nizam's case, it has so invariably
failed, and proved so mischievous both to the native
States and to ourselves, that it was long ago condemned
and strongly prohibited by the British Government.
There are several old Indian Residents in London,
who could, and possibly did, tell Sir Charles Weod, as
they told me, of the disastrous failures of this plan
which had happened within their experience. But there
is an entirely new feature introduced¢into the plan in
its present application to Dhar, whicl has reagonably
alarmed the other native Princes of India in the highest
degree. s “

L}
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I say it is not a new thing in India for our POllth&I‘ |
Agents to force mativé, .Princes by indirect means to
accept Ministers, or dismiss them, at our dictation ; such
despotism has been known before, though it had been
authbritatively put an end to.  But it is quite a nevg
thing, and.till now unheard of that we should make it
the s-zgned condition of our acknowledging the rights of a
Native Prince, that he should allow us to name his
Minister ! If this precedent is allowed to remain, there
is not a mnative Prince in India who will not fall d*
victim to it, not one who may not look forward te no"'f
distant day when he or his successor will be savagely
denounced by the Solicitar-General, as “one of those |
“ nominal Sovereigns who has no power, to whom no

“ power can safely be entrusted, whose existence is an
“ unmixed evil vo the people of India, and whose
“abolition will inflict no harm on a single human
“ being ;" while his sentence of doom is greeted by
Whig Mmlqtuml cheers. ¥y

We are entering on a dangerous course in the far
East, but the Whigs are at least consistent in their
policy. Some ewhteen years ago they made up their
minds to govern their boverelgns distant Indian
Empire, not through the national and natural leaders
of the people, but through their destruction, by a
deliberate division of the people of India into “a
“ Government of foreign officials on the one hand,
“ and a nation of serfs on the other.” This precious.
scheme, which was to make India pay financially,
was carried out® by an unimaginative Viceroy with as
little rgmorse a?if he was clearing away larches ina
Scotch  foregt. Lord Dalhousie swept down Princes,
Enamdurs, and Jaghirdars, by great .swathes; he
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" trained up a rising generation-to delight in the work,

«

who are now occupying high posts in the India admi-
nistration ; and he bequeathed to the Whigs the most
uncompromising representative of his levelling system in
their present Viceroy, who is beginning the work again
all over the Empire, from the plains of Oude to the
platean of Mysore. And this system is justified by a
horrible cant about “ the interests of the people !” that

* people who are beggared by the destruction of their

best class of capitalists, who never lose an opportunity
of expressing their sympathy for their native Chiefs,
and .who have seized many opportunities of fighting
desperately to defend or avepge them !

Now let us examine both the ostensible and real
reasons for imposing this degrading condition on the
Rajah of Dhar as the price of his restoration. When
in his Report of January, 1862, Lieutenant Ward
expressed the opinion already quoted, that after his

- restoration the Rajah of Dhar would require the as-

sistance of a Minister to dispatch the business of his
administration (like every other Sovereign Prince that
I ever Heard of!), he concluded with this practical
suggestion :¥— |

“ 12. T have asked the opinion of the young Chief, and of his uncle,
the Rajah of Dewas, as to who, in their opinion, was best fitted for
the sitnation of Dewan, and they have mentioned the name of Ram
Rao Mankur, the maternal uncle of the young Chief, a man of very
good family, but regarding whose fitness for the situation I can say
nothing, as he is at present in the service of Maharajah Holkar, and
hasonly been at Dhar for short periods during my tenure of office,
and Raghoonath Narain, an official of the Durbarf' whom I have never

* seen, as he has been on leave, and employed in€the Deocax(z for the

last four months.” A
* Parliomentary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 42.
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On this the Resident Major Meade remarked as

follows :—¢ It is of course most important that the
“ gelection should be a palatable one to the young
“ chief ; and if either of the two persons named by
“ Jfeutenant Ward in paragraph 12 of his Report as
“ being sa, is found qualified for the office, his nomi-
“ nation thereto would be easy and convenient.”* Let*‘g
it be observed, that as long as the Resident feels no
personal interest in the matter, he declares it to be *
“of course most important that the selection of a
“ Minister should be a palatable one to the young C/uqf Sk
it will now be seen that directly his ruling passxon is
thwarted in the slightest degree—and the ruhng passion
of his class is the love of despotism—he not only does
not hesitate to force an unpalatable sclection on' the
young Chief, but when obliged against his will to
restore him, he insists on bmdmrr him to accept ]
Ministers of our selection to the end of his days.

In the events which followed Lieutenant Ward's®
suggestion, from 1862 to the present time, the conduet
of our Polmcal Agents has been throughout, so exactly
what I described last year, in speaking of ¢ t'he normal
“ character of our Political Agents in India,” that it
might seem as if 1 had been drawing a portrait from
life of these very proceedings in the appointment of
the Dhar Minister, although I knew nothing about
them till the publication of this Parliamentary Paper. 4
It is curious to cbserve how closely the facts of this
particular case correspond with the description I gave, |
quoting good *authorities for my statements, of the
habitpal abuse of power by our modern Resxdents,
always sanpported a‘fterwards by the Govemment, %

LN m.'..- i

* Parliamentary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 39,
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of their habitual calumny of “every man who has
“ access to the Prince, and who is supposed to have

~ *“an opinion of his own, or to give advice contrary to

“that of the Resident.”*

Lieutenant Ward had suggested two persons, Ram
Rao Mankur, and Raghoonath Narain, as being eligible
for the post of Minister to the Rajah of Dhar; and the
Resident had pronounced it “of course most impor-

* ‘“ tant that the selection should be a palatable one to

the young Chief.” Before the appointment was made,
the Resident was informed that one of those persons
would not be “ palatable to the young Chief.” Then,
the reader might anticipate,, “of course he appointed
“the other?” Exactly the reverse! In spite of the
Rajah’s ¢ determined, though perhaps natural opposi-
“ tion to the appointment of Raghoonath Narain, and
“ the ill-feeling with which he was at first regarded by
“the Rajah,” which is admitted by Lieutenant Ward,¥

--Raghoonath Narain was made the Rajah’s Minister!

and in future no language could be too strong to
describe the virtues of Raghoonath Narain, and no
calumny too false or too absurd to apply to every one
suspected of oppasing or competing with him, especially
the innocent cause, in part, of the Rajah’s dislike to him,
Ram Rao Mama Mankur. For it is mentioned inci-
dentally by Lieutenant Ward that “the opposition with
“ which he (Raghoonath) was regarded by the young
“ Rajah, arose principally from the wish of the latter to
“have his maternal uncle, Mama Rao Mankur, ap-

« pointed to the post."} o

At the same time the Resident ev1dex.tly felt that it

* «Dhar Not Restored,” pages 25 to 27,
+ Parliamentary Paper No. 196 of 1865 page 59. 1 It

{
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was rather an awkward thing to force a notoriously
obnoxious Minister on the young prince, in spite of
his obJectlons, for he cafches eagerly at the ﬁﬂl(mmg
sentence in Lieutenant Ward's Report of August 30th,
1863 :—% 1 think that Annund Rao now sees hmd
“ useless it is to offer such opposition to our wishes
“ this subJect, for latterly he has taken Radhoonath
Narain into favor again.”* On this the Remdent
observes—* He \Raghoonath\ has already overcome !
“the prejudice of the young Chief to his appointment,

¢“and will, I doubt not, by the exercise of tact, daily

“ acquire a desirable influence over him.”f In this ﬁopéf”
he was dmappomted for the next year Lieutenant Ward
reported again :—* As regards Raghoonath Narain, E
“ am sorry to have to report that the Rajah does not
“look upon him as favourably as I could wish ; he
“ works with him regularly, and transacts all public
“ business through him; but, as mentioned to you
“ demi-officially, he tells me he never can look upon..
“ him as a friend.”{

And so matters went on, and in spite of the Res;-
dults annual declaration, in one form or other, that
‘ a weak Prince like Annund Rao, has neither character |
“ nor strength of mind or will which would enable him
“ to resist the influence of any designing person about
“ him,”§ this weak Prince, left a.lmost a.lone in the world
and confronted by “ a giant’s power,” did, nevertheless, |
resist to the bitter end the influence of our Political
Agents ; neither cajolery nor intimidation could render

* Parliamehtary Paper No. 106 of 1865, page 59.

of Parliamefitary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 56. ;B

1 Parliamentary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 74.
. § Parliamentary Paper No, 196 of 1865, page 112.
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- Raghoonath Narain ¢ palatablé to the young Chief,” so
that when the crisis came, the Regident felt that Annund

Rao had “ character” enough to ‘beat him at last, unless
the Government allowed him to force the Rajah to sign
that infamous condition which bound him to ret#in a
mere creature of the Resident for his Minister, and to
take any future Minister from his hand.

In urging this measure on the Government, the lan-
guage of the Resident Major Meade, and the Super-
intendent of Dhar, Captain Bannerman, becomes so
outrageous, that I know not whether to wonder most

~ at its intemperance or its absurdity.

It wus not enough for them to lard over Raghoonath
again with their praises, and attempt to prove that he
was the Atlas who carried the whole State of Dhar
on his shoulders, but, fecling that the “ weak Prince”
still stuck to his text, and the first use he made of his
restored power would probably be to appoint his uncle

“Ram Rao Mankur, Minister, in the room of Raghoonath,

these two officials hurled every calumny they could
think of at the head of the devoted Ram Rao, winding
up with the cxtraordmary charge that if Ram Rao were
allowed to exercise any influence, there could be no
doubt he would use it to make the State virtually
“an appanage " of Indore, and to bring the Rajah of
Dhar into indirect subjection to Holkar, * which,”
said the Resident, “ would be a grievous misfortune
“for both, and from which I feel strongly we are
“ specially bound to protect them :"*
3 : “ Tantoene animis celesvibus iree!”
Really, if this preposterous stuff wert not printed in

* Parliamentary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 112. ¢
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the Blue-book, I should ntver have believed that our
officers had been silly ehough to write it. Now, let
me sift this special pleadin‘b‘ a little, and see if there is.
a single grain of wheat in the heap of chaff. These
gentlemnen begin by an exhaastive argument to prove
not only thag Ra"hoomth is umque of his kind, “the
“* one, entire, and perfect minister,” but that his ministry
is indispensable, because there is no Council of State.
“ There is no Durbar,” says the Superintendent ; ¢ there
is no Durbar,” echoes the Resident. No Durbar? Surely
these great wits have short memories, for not onlyais
the Durbar referred to threughout this Parliamentary i
Paper, but when the Government decision arrives, in
favor of Raghoonath wversus Ram Rao, the Resident
directs the \upcrmtcndcnt to make the Rajah sign the
condition “ before the assembly of the Durbar,” and
then to “ present the Viceroy's orders to the Chief in a .
“ full Durbar;™* so that the Durbar is alternately alive
or dead, according to the interest of Raghoonath for the ™
time being. Morcover, in the enthusiasm of their par.
tisanship, these gentlemen prove too much, for when,
after demonstrating that there is “no Durbar,” and no
other possible Minister, they bring us to*the conclusion
that “ the only method by which the business of the
State could be carried on,”t is by Raghoonath; the
logical reader is forced to cry out—Dear me !} what
would happen to Dhar, if anything should happen to.
Raghoonath? The risk certainly appears startling!
What if Raghoonath, ambitious of the gold medal of the
Royal Geoaraphic&l Society, should take to travelling?

"Parhamenta.ry Paper No. 196 of 1865 page 118,
+ Parliamentary Pgper 196 of 1865, page 114.

*I A corruption of Dio mio. @
o. B R ey



18

Then, obviously, the admifhistration would collapse,
the arch would crumble into ruins, chaos would come
again, in Dhar! But no, logical reader, let me hasten to
reassure you. I am informed by a high official authority,
an English gentleman who knows Dhar, at least as
well as Colonel Meade and Captain Bannerman, that
anarchy would not ensue if Raghoonath were non est
inventus, that the Rajah could, and no doubt would,
form a good ministry to-morrow, if he were left to
choose for himself.

Now, let me examine the attacks made by these
partisans on the man whom the Rajah originally pre-
ferred, and whom they evidently fear he stil} wishes to
select, Ram Rao Mama Mankur. It is curious that one
of Captain Bannerman's arguments for the necessity of
Raghoonath is, that if the Rajah took Ram Rao into his
confidence, he would be sure to betray him, “ more
“ especially as the Rajah’s uncle, His Highness Bappoo
“ Sahib, Chief of Dewas, who always took great interest
“in Dhar affairs, and gave the soundest advice to the
“ young Rajah, is now no more, and there is not a
“ single relative to watch over the interest of the young
“ Chief.”* ., Why, it was this very uncle who first pro-
nounced that “ Ram Rao, a man of very good family,
“ the maternal uncle of the young chief, was best fitted
“ for the situation of Dewan” (Minister). Captain Banner-
man had forgotten this little incidentwhen he brought in

_His Highness Bappoo Sahib to the rescue, “ who always
“ gave the soundest advice to the young Rajah.” But ‘o
proceed : Ram Rao is described as “ d man of intriguing
“ disposition;"f the very words I qubted last year from

L
* Parliamestary Paper No. 196 of 1865, page 115. + Zhid.
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the work of Major Bell, \s “the accepted tradltlonal'
“ languanre of our Indian political officers, for. every
“ man, whatever his rank may be, who has access to
“ the Prince or his Minister, and who is supposed to
“ hawe an opinion of his own, or to give advice con-
“trary to_that of the Resident.” When, therefore,

§
1

Ram Raq is described as “a man of intriguing dmposx- ’

“ tion,” the meaning’is that he is a gentleman, who
could not be made a mere tool of the Resident’s office.

Again, it is said by these two officials, that Ram Rao
is “a private attendant of Holkar’s,"* a subject gnd
creature of the Maharajah’s, and the person most in
his private confidence. This is another misrepresen-

tation, and I had better mention who and what Ram

Rao is. He is not now, and never was, “a private
attendant of Holkar’s,” though he is one of the Sirdars
of that Court. He was formerly one of the old
Jaghirdars and Sirdars of the Rajah of Sattara, and is
now among those of Her Majesty Queen Victoria ; he-
is also an old Sirdar of the State of Dhar. During the
lifetime of the late Rajah, owing to some misunder-
standing, he left Dhar and went to Indore,"where he
was hospitably received, and treated, according to his
rank and position, receiving an appointment among
the Mankurees. In the rebellion he did good service;
he was first sent by the Government of Holkar to
command and keep in order the mutinous Mehidpore

Contingent, and afterwards was transferred to the

command of the frontier troops, at Rampoora andt

Bhanpoora, in she vicinity of Mundisore, which

J

in the .posscsslox of the rebel Feroze Shah, at the tuni é

. l’arhamentnry Paper No. 196 of 1865, pages 114 112,
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when the British troops moved against him. Ram Rao

acquitted himself so creditably'in those critical times,

that the records of both Helkar's and the DBritish

Government bear testimony to his services, and his
- name is mentioned in the Blue Book on “ Honorseand
“ Rewards to Native Princes,” as one of those district
officers “ who preserved peace and order in the country,”
and who “managed so well that Tone of the Neemuch
\“ or Mundisore insurgents could gain a footing in the
X districts under their charge. ™ Finally, I repeat that
¥ Ram Rao was, in the opinion of the late Chief of
Dewas, “ who always gave the soundest advice to the
“ youny Rajuh,” the gentleman ¢ best fitted for the situa-
tion of Minister” to the Prince of Dhar.

After this explanation, probably the reader will
regard as I do the attacks of Colonel Meade and Cap-
tain Bannerman on the character of Ram Rao, and
consider their allegations, that he would teach the
young Prince to be idle and extravagant, and use his
influence to bring him into indirect subjection to Holkar,
as simply pratuitous calumnies on a Hindoo officer of
distinguished merit. Nevertheless, it is on these reports
2 from Colonel Meade and Captain Bannerman that the
s Government has acted, and is still acting to this day ; and,
chercfore, I must discuss that one of their arguments
which appears to have decided the Government viz.,
the argument founded on the Resident’s Jealousy of His

ighness the Maharajah Holkar. It is evident that
he Maharajah himself has given no pretext for this

Healousy, or else our Political Agents would have cited
& Holkar has certainly not coveted any of the terri-

C
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tory of Dhar. If he had, he might have obtained xti’a%
long ago, not from the -Dhar Government, but from our ,,j
own. 'There is negative evidence that he has not coveted
any authority over the counsels of Dhar, for'if there
had'been a symptom of 1t Colonel Meade would have
paraded the “intrigue” to justify his own feeling
towards him. The sole cause, therefore, of this petty ®
and mischievous jealousy of Holkar is, that if the Rajah «
of Dhar were made independent, he would, probably,’ ‘
and most reasonably and naturally, consult his power-" <
ful and sympathetic neighbour on important occaﬁons,
and be wulded by his advice. So far from this result
being “a grievous misfortune,” as Colonel Meade calls
it, I think it would be the best thing that could happen, ’
both for the Dhar State and for ourselves. If Holkar
is a friend to both parties, if he could not acquire any |
material power in Dhar unless we gave it him, if he
could only exercise a moral influence, why should we
grudge him this influence, and how could it do anythmg
but goocl? The conduct of the Resident and the Go- %
vernment really raises the question: Do we ook upon |
Holkar as a friend ? or, to put what is substantially the
same question, in another shape, are we friends to’ QQ
Holkar, or any other native Prince, or do we mean to n’;
absorb them all ? ‘
This is the question which is at the bottom of all
such cases as that of Dhar, and which makes every
such case a link in the chain of fate; and though super-
figial observers may not see how our pleasant vites'
will “become the whips to scourge us,” there are thos
who hmve tbour’ht deeply over this India question, an&“
who conclude, Tike me, that with dur present hoatlhty L
to thq native Princes and landed gentry,®we are

:'1.1 it
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" ing on in blind security, not [merely to the loss of our

~Indian empire, but to its loss in a way which yvill
ruin the British emplre at the same time—we are sacri-
ficing two empires for a little temporary power and
pa.tronam,, and “selling our birthright for a méss of
“ pottage !” e

¢ Now let me examine this question, first with refer-

. ence to Holkar personally, and next in its imperial
aspect, which connects the fate of the higher classes in

*India with our own safety and interest. There was a
time when the value of Holkar's alliance, and the ad-
vantage to us of his existence, was put to the test.
Eight years ago, when the rulers of men in India felt
the ground rocking under their feet, our English
~officials were suddenly paralysed over a vast extent of
country, and the words of Lord Metcalf came true once
more :—* Nothing can be a greater proof of our weak-

“ ness, in the absence of a military force, even when it

"% is not far removed, than the history of such insurrec-

“ tions as have occurred. The civil power and all sem-
“ blance of the existence of our Government are instantly
“ swept away by the torrent.” Again, “The prevalent
“ disaffection of  our subjects, the uncertainty under
“ which we hold any part of our Indian possessions,

“ without the presence or immediate vicinity of a mili-

“ tary force ; the utter inability of our civil establishments
“ 1o stem the torrent of insurrection ; their consternation and
“ hopelessness when it begins to roar ; constitute in reality
‘ the greatest of our dangers in India.” ,

- Then came true, also, the words of Sir John Malcolm,
which anticipated the fallacies of the Anmnexation-
school :—* Some look to increase .of revenae, from its
“ furnishing the means of paying a great and adequate

R ok . 3% pre
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“ force, as being the sm)plest and surest mode of prev '_
 serving our power ; but an army chiefly composed of ,;
“ natives of the countrywe desire to keep in subjectlon, ‘|
“ may prove a two-edged sword ; and, besides, hlstory
¢ in¥orms us that though armies are the sole means of |
“ conquerlpg a country, they never were the sole or{
“ even” the chief means of preserving it.” Again: "
“ Though our revenue may increase, the permanence
“of our power will be hazarded in proportion as the *
“ territories of native Princes and Chiefs fall under ¢ our,
“ direct rule.” o
Then appeared the truth of these words of Sir Henry &
Russell (the same who wrote to General Briggs: “1
‘“look upon every extinction of a Native State as a
“ nail driven into our own coffin”): —* The increase of
“ our subjects, and still more, of our native troops, is
‘“ an increase, not of our strength, but of our weakness;
‘ between them and us there never can be & community
“ of feeling. We must always continue foreigners, and
“ the object of that jealousy and dislike which a foreign
‘“ rule never ceases to excite. The diversities between
“ ourselves and the people of India are so many and so
¢ great, that we cau never be blended, as in other con-
“ quests, into one people. We do mnot, and cannot, |
“ mingle and intermarry with them. . . . . The V_J
“ distinctions of color, language, and manners, between |
“ us and our native subjects, are insurmountable, .
“ . . . Our Government has no sympathy with
“their opinions, nor any hold upon their attachment.”
Then appeared the wisdom of those who hold,’ 'A ‘
MaJor.Evans Ball, that wherever there is a Native State
there is a qupetent and visible apthofity, responsi
for the peace and good order of a certaiy area, and of
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:'. certam populatlon there is aSoverelgn, and his Minis-

ters, and nobles, six or eight of the most intelligent, , the
~ most influential and the most 'deeply 1nterested person-
ages in the country, who have everything to lose, who
“can be identified by us, and held directly resporible
" for their conduct, and who wield such a moral authority
over their people, that in a time of disturbance, amdsin

© the face of strong local opposition, the native Prince

c

can preserve the peace, not only in his own, but in
adJacexit British territory, so that we can denude his
country of troops with greater security than we can
march them out of any part of our own possessions ;

whereas, directly this Native State is turned into a

~ British province, filled with bitter regrets and reminis-

cences, peopled with serfs, thenceforth excluded from
the avenues of distinction and honor; ruled by alien
“birds of passage,” who monopolise the most valuable
privileges and rights of society; in such a quondam

Native State, the moral force of the Government is de-

stroyed, it must be supplied by physical force; but we
can no longer trust the.Native levies, they require regi-
ments from England to watch them, and in the hour of
danger, in the face of Hindoo millions, the DBritish
official, isolated, and without influence, is “absolutely’
* powerless unless backed by European soldiers.”

Well, it was in such an hour of danger, and when
for above five months together we had no military
force to help him, that Holkar*proved a breakwater
to our enemies in Central India. Throughou‘
that crisis, especially during the whele month -that
Colonel Durand was nbsent in July, 1857, the
officers who remained at the post of danggr, acknow-
ledged their dgep obligations to Hcflkax I could quote
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from Colonel Showeli at,Neemuch Colonel H

lkar kept up a comstant correspondence, when 1 u
able to eommunicate with Calcutta. But I prefer 0
e the dispatch of Sir Robert Hamilton, which
accessible to everybody, and I shall now give a sen’
of extracts from that important document® :—

“ From Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart., §c., §c., §c.y the
26th Ap)zl 1858.

“ Sir,—In a previous commumcatmn I stated my iutention to m’b- i
mit a report on the conduct of all the functionaries attached to the
Indore Durbar, in order that the Right Honorable the Governor-General -
might form a correct opinion of the character and feeling of that Com b
at the commencement of and during the mutinous outbreak.

“1 have now the honor to submit that report. . ;

“ One of the most curious facts connected with this outbreak is tbq ]
weight which is yet attached to the Peishwa's name. In the Deccan 3%
its revival has passed as an electric shock, inflaming every Dm
pundit, the most artful, dexterous, and plausible intriguegs I have ev
met in all my Indian experience.

“ A reference to the former records of Government will prove thtﬁfé-’i
successive Residents and Agents at the Courts of Scindiah and Holkar,
have represented what an influence for evil this class of men have ever

Chiefs themselves are quite aware of their power. Holkar has got r
of some, but they are too strong for him; and Scindiah happens to_
have a very faithful exception in the person of his Dewan. These are
facts to be borne in mind when judging of the difficulties which
rdund the Chicfs in_Central India. It was not the Nana Sahib

ally,®but it was the clever introduction of the name of the'P:

.
* Pasliumbntary Papes No. 77 of 1860, page 116, N.B.—
mlxcsmtbefollomgpmgmuemxle 3D



old feelings, and roused hopes and ‘expeglations which the wily Mah-
rattas knew well how to foster and feed, and turn to their advantage?
el "What has really foiled them, has been the personal fidelity of
wé Hollear, Scindiah, and Baiza Bace. Had any ong¢ of these declm‘z@ "
- the Peishwa, our difficulties would have been beyond conception ;%
smaller thakoors and rural chiefs would have instantly joined the
standard of their sovereign; every village would have ¥eeiopg
ostile ; and every impediment thrown in our way. That we shoul
have ultimately conquered no one will doubt § but a protracted war in
- India, with the Native Sovereigns against us, might have led to compli-

“cutions in Europe, and withdrawn from us that support from Native

merceneries which has been so advantageous and tmportant.
“We have—and T have on many occasions, when the advocacy of
" such views was not palatable, expressed the same sentiments—awe have
i done nothing to secure the affection or respect of the upper classes and
aristocracy of the country. The cffect of our rule has been to divide the
country into two classes : the tax-payer and the tax-gatherer. The Go-
vernment official has been paramount in every village ; the real village
headman has become his subordinate; our police has never amalga-
mated with the people; they never had a personal interest in its
| system or in its working; it has always been unpopular, and such it
will ever be when its instruments are selected by foreigners from
amongst strangers, and the people allowed no voice in the matter. 7%e
- result of such a system is the disappearance of all our police instautly
. on the appearance of the mutinous revolt. .

3 “The functions 6f Government within Scindiah and IIolkar s States
F‘ have been, doubtless, emmently endangered, and to some degree para-
i lysed, by recent events, which had their origin beyond the control of
i either of thesc rulers, who, but for the mutiny of our Sepoys would

~ mnot have been drawn into the embarrassments which have so grievously
. beset them.
» “ From the first Maharajah Holkar eviuced steadfast loyalty to the
< British Government, and the greatest anxiety for all its subjects within
I his territories. On the fated First of July, he collected everyone that
" he vould within his palace, and at the risk of hiswn life, refuspd ‘to
. sacrifice a hair of their heads. Being left. entirelyj to himself, without
| th counsel or countenance of the Agent, he rendered every asuistance
£ inhlpowertothosewhohndtakenreﬁsgemthewrtatldhow
- Captain Hungerford, on whom devolved the cgmmand, be%n the
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strongest testimony ' to the g!od (axth steadfastness; and the hearty
desire of the Maharajah to ?o everything in his power to assist him
with supp]ies, &c., whilst inf tha fort, and distinctly says that any "§
wavering or doubtful conduct at this time, on the part of the Mahm;al;,
wo ave made their position at Mhow intensely critical. .

‘s As another instance of the anxiety of the Maharajah to succourfbm
and protect the lives of European officers and families : Tmmediately on
hees(@ that the political assistant at Bhopawar and the family of
Colonel Stockley, the commsndmg officer of the Malwa Bheel corps at j
Sirdarpoor, had been driven from their stations by the rebellious troopl&ﬁ
of the Amjheera Rajah, his Highness at once, and of his own aceord, |
addressed a strong and decided letter to the Rajah of Amjheera, wa.mmg_q
him that i'any injury befel one British subject, he would, with his

troops, which accompanied his letter, and had been sent for the relief i
and protection of the British ofﬁcors destroy the town,of Amjheera, mp;ﬁ; E
hold him, the Rajah, in his person answerable. The troops selected |
for this service were drawn from those considered most trustwoﬂ'.hy,
and to ensure their ﬁdehty the Maharajah sent his own brother, Kashei
Rao, with his connexion, Khooman Sing Buxee, in command of the
force. They effectually did their duty. The safety of the Europeans
being assured, Kashei Rao immediately returned to the Maharajah,
whilst Khooman Sing accompanied them the whole way, and dehvered
them safe into the fort at Mhow. : ‘

It was not till the 15th of December, after the d.lsperswn of tho ’]
rebels at the places above referred to, that a British force appeared ab
Indore to support the Maharajah’s authority.

“On that date I also arrived, and resumed charge of the office of |
the Agent to the Governor-General. What, then, I now state will be ,}
from what has passed under my own observation, and 1 most conscien~ i)
tiously declare that in no single instance have I found his Highness to-
hesitate or demur at doing anything to promote British interests, how “?:,3
ever much his own interests might appear to be set aside.

“This Central India field-force is indebted to the Maharajah f
elephants, camels, escorts, and every kind of assistance that could be

ordedbyhnstghnessnptothmdate . S

“a% may mentior® another fact, which is um.tled to some weittht.
There js no doubt that the intriguing pundits of the Southern Mahrafta
countr§, have Inrgely used the names of Sindiah, Holkar, and Balza
Baee,rl their machinatidhs and mischievous plottings within the Bom-
bay Pgesidency. ITn more than one of the intercepled letters which have

i, ;
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% been forwarded to me, the writer has wrhywd his correspondents not to

trust to Holkar, who was persomlly all gor the English. Amongst the
~ letters seized upon the emissary of the Nana's, who was arrested by

- Sindiah’s authoritics, as reported in my letter, No. 124, dated 26th
~ ultimo, there was not one for a dependent of Holkar's. 7%he mutigpous

Sepoys who have been arrested, one and all denounce Holkar and Sindiah,
and state that their want of success is attributable to neithos of the chiefs
plamng himself at their head. T trust I have shown thm
“Holkar has proved himself a loyal, faithful, and steadfast ally, and as

esuch he will receive the recognition of our Government, who owe to him
no small obligation for having stood by us in times of great peri and

= diffieulty.”

-

Now I have quoted this dispatch at such length, not

~ merely (o prove that we found Holkar “a friend in

“need,” but to prove that we cannot do without such

. friends in India; that the Whig policy of hostility to

the class of native Princes is absurd, and their lvelling
system is suicidal.  Lord Canning, though appointed
by the Whigs, originally consenting to their policy, and
sent out to carry it on,—Lord Canning had his eyes
opened by the rebellion, and began to sce the truth
clearly when he wrote his “Adoption Dispatch.” Ii that
document, he says, at paragraph 34:—

¢ The safety of our rule is increased, not diminished, by the main-

. denance of Native Chiefs well affected to us. Scmmr aside the well-

known services rendered by Sindiah, and subsequently by the
Maharajahs of Rewah, Chirkarec, and others, over the wide tract
of Central India, where our anthority is most broken in upon by
Native States, 1 venture to say, that there is no man who remembers

* the.condition of Upper India in 1357 and 1858, who is not thankfjl

¥

=

P

* that in the centre of the large and compact Britisi province of Reohil-

cund, there remained the solitary little State ofsRampoor, still ad-
ministered by its own Mahomedan Prince, and that en®the - borders of
the Punjab, and the districts above Delhi, the*Chief of Puttialatand his
kinsman still retained their authority unimpaired, o

¢
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“ In the time of which Iﬁi)eak these patches of Native Govm
ment served as breakwaters t¢ the storm which would otherwise hm:
swbt over us in one great wabre. y And in quiet times they haye their E
uses. Restless men, who will accept no profession but arms, mﬁy o5
intriguers bred up in Native Courts, and others who would chafe at %
our stricter and more formal rule, live there contentedly ; and should
the da_\, comg’ “when India shall be threatened by an external enemy, -_‘
arifen the interests of England elsewhere may require that ber:
‘Eastern Empire shall incur more than ordinary risk, one of our best P
. mainstays will be found in these Native States, But to make them?

50, we must treat their chiefs and influential families with considera-
tion and generosity, teaching them that, in spite of all suspicions to the 4
;(tnrxtrnr\' their independence is safe, that we are not waitig for
plausible opportunties to convert their country into British teh'ltory, .'f'
;'unl convincing them that they have nothing to gain by helplng,v
- displace us in favor of any new rulers from within or without.

“ It was long ago said by Sir John Malcolm, that if we made all
India into Zillahs, it was not in the nature of things that our Empxre f'f
should last fifty years.” ;

45;4*‘

And Lord Canning endorses that opinion. %

One would thmk that the present generation at lea,stv 3
would not forget these lessons of experience, and that
the late Lord Canning’s colleagues at any rate would . '4;
“ treat the native Chiefs and influential families with ;‘5
consideration and gencrosity " whatever their successors '
might do; but so far is this from being the case, that
before half a decade has passed away, we have the same
men beginning their levelling system again ; and what
Major Bell calls “that horrible mixture of cant sn}dg(;.
“ cupidity by which the annexation policy was vm‘f‘.j
“ dicated,” reviving again in Government organs - of
fkpress “ There is a school in India,” said the la YT
Sir Wﬂham Slé&¢man, “characterized by 1mpatlenoe at
“ the ;x:stenc"e of apy Native Staté, .and its strong '; d
“ offen insane advocaey of their absorption. Ther

L, :
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~ ““no pretext, however weak, that is not sufficient, in
_ “their estimation,.for the purpoye; and no war, howeyer
“ cruel, that is not justifiabl{ if it only has this object
“inview. . . . . I deprecate the doctrines of this

“ school, as more injurious to India, and to our interest
“in it, than those of any other sclmol th}lt\._h_as ever
‘* existed in India. Mr. George Campbdl is ome of Tie
~“ disciples of this school ;” (this is the gentleman who
plomptud that breach of faith with the Talooqdars
=f Oude, which is to make them the next martyrs
to our levelling system).”  **The Friend of India is
“ another, and all those whom that paper lauds most, are
“also disciples of the same school;” (that paper helped to
make the reputation of Sir John Lawrence, but he and
his brother, the late lamented Sir Henry Lawrence, were
diametrically opposed in their views respecting the
Princes and Chiefs of India. Sir Henry Lawrence
wrote to Mr. Kaye, the historian of the Sepoy war:—
“ When I read the tirades of the Friend of India, 1
“ half think myself, with many better men, including
“ Elphinstgne, Munro, and Clerk, a fool. The doctrine
“ pow is, that it is wicked not to knock down and plun.
“der everi, native Prince!”) Sir William Sleeman
goes on to notice a rabid article in the Friend of India,
written by Mr. Marshman, and a report that he was
engaged to write for the Zimes, and would be found
~advocating the doctrines of the Annexation-school in
that paper, and adds:—*I deem them, the doctrines of
¢ this school, to be dangerous to our rule in India, and
“ prejudicial to the beet interests of the country. ;lﬁfe
“ people see that these annexations&nd confiscations
* go on, and that.rewards and honorary (ﬁstmt:tlons
“are given for them . . . . and for llttleﬁelse B



31

(as all our officials wb6 hope for preferment will novr.
sgg, in Oude, Malwa, Mysore and elsewhere) “The g
“ native States,” continuedSir William Sleeman, I con- ‘5;
“ mler to be breakwaters” . . . . .  The very
expression used by Lord Canning and others; yet at the zf
present, dﬂ, the Friend of India is recommencing lts
“ttacksvon the “native Chiefs and influential families ;3
its editor is said to be writing the “ Calcutta correspoq.A
“dence” of the Times, in the style I noticed at the |
beginnjng of this pamphlet ; and Sir John Lawrenﬂe“gg
sums‘to lmve got carte blanche from our Goverr.ment to ‘g
brew them another Rebellion. - i
I recommend my couwntrymen not mer‘ely to sté
the movements of this Annexation- school, but to reverse
them. T repeat my conviction, that the consummzﬁnon
to which our present system is rapidly tending, is “the
“loss of India,” and its loss in a wgy that w111 ruin
the British empire at the same time. To me, the words
of the late Duke of Wellington sound more ommoug.;i
than ever: “The extension of our territory and in- o
“fluence in India has been greater than gur means.” <
Instead of coveting more territory, I belicve that we =
have already much more than w® can ightly admi- 4
nister or safely defend. Instead of being jealous of the ‘f}
native Princes, [ wish them jo undertake to manage e."
more of the country forus : I want them to feel, “that
‘ we are not, in Lord Canning’s words, lying in wait -
“ for opportunities of absorbing territory, and that we |
‘‘ do deliberately desire to keep alive a feudal arlstocmcy
here -one till exists.” Instead of levelling “the
lasses,’f'want to secure such friends, to asgist
us in, case of® .futux; attacks,-and # reduce the deman
for ?uropean troops. The dirgct action of their fnaxﬂ’-
o B

- EETE R

)_:g-; ,.1-.‘351:":,,:#




g ship in reducing this demand, m'hv be appreciated from
-an anecdote which I can vouchifor. In 1859 and the
“ begmnmrr of 186D, the 111§he<f military and civil
" authorities at home and in India, decided that the
b . permanent garrison of European troops in that country
could not be less than 85,000 men. In,tﬂé‘ﬂptumn of
¢ that same year, 1860, Loxd Canning came to 17he con=
Z=glusion that the above number might be reduced by
¢ 20,000 men ; and he adopted this great change of views,
r.J‘l:]y from tlu rapid and complete p‘luﬁ(atlun of the
. country, which he thought nobody(ould have’ I)L’(,V(,d
._but mainiy'from the extraordinary impression produced
b upon him and other members of the Supreme Govern-
" ‘ment by their conviction of the future friendship and
support of the Taloogdars of Oude! The number of
our European troops in India has now been gradually
reduced from 110,000 to about 65,000 men; and
simultaneously with that reduction we are reviving
. doctrines and measures calculated to drive the
Taloogdars of Oude, and the native Princes, to despe-
~ ration ! And the French, and Russians, and Americans,
are watching this conduct! Is it a madness sent by
. Heaven,—or can wyet draw back from the brink of the
precipice ?
Again, 1 say that we, want, not more terntory in
be - India, but less.  Individuals among us may desire
ower, and patronage, and plunder ; but all that the
nation at large wants from India, is the friendly inter-
chs.ngc of commerce ; and that we can”have, with better
. sectirity. for the happiness of the people,éby contracti’’
_the limits of our direct Governmert® I repeaf. flhe
~ advice given so long. ago by Colonpl WalKer, to. ‘cede
. ‘erritory to the <Native _»States, instéad” of contmlahlly
A

e e e R -

AP

G SR

¥

T SRSTE T FEA

ﬁz.‘“‘;aﬁi"‘ﬂf

5. e e, N i



33 . o

absorbing them. I think, like Colonel Walker, that the
exgmple of Hadrian is saitable to our q_it’uation in Intdia,
and that the language o¥ Gibbon and Bayle bears =
witness to thq prudence of the Roman Emperor. It
is #fue thatgrian “ confessed himself unequal to the .
« “task of defénling the conquests of Trajan,” in regignipg—
Ifis acquisitions in the East, restoring to the Parthiansy
the election of an independent sovereign, and with.$%
drawing the Roman garrisons from the provinces of °
Armenizyi\.lcsopotamia, and Assyria—but Gibbon noticeS™ '
that H{drian only did this in compliance with the sage _
maxims of Augustus, and he shows all the advantage e
of the policy in a single sentence: “ X forty years”™ «
« tranquillity, the fruit of valor and moderation, had
“ succeeded the victories of Trajan.” If we also act’on
the sage maxim of the Duke, that * the extension of
“ our territory and influence, in India, jas been greater
“ than our means;’ if we, even at the eleventh hour,
add moderation to valor, it may yet be possible for
us to reap similar advantages from a similar policy.

I will conclude with a few more words on,the Dhar
case. Sir John Malcolm said, in his instruction§ to his
assistants in Malwa :—* It is upon o¥ success in sup-

“ porting their respectability that the permanence of a *
¢ system of control over great gnd small Native States,
“such as we have established in this quarter of India, *
“must depend. . . . . Our principal object
“ must be to elevate the authorities to whom we have
“ left the administration of their respective territories.

¢ **. . .9 It fs evident that our control can
¢ be suppo™Mle, to any human being who has the
“na 'iu':f 'appes:?nce of wpoyek, so long as it is
féferal manner,/and regulated by

» ‘ s
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“ principles above stated. ~When it descends  to
““ minute checks+and, interferénce in the collection, of
“ revenue, to administratiof of Jjustice, listens to the

“ complaints of discontented, or even rieved indivi-
. % duals, /and allows upon system its owa' Nat ve‘ag‘mts !
~& o ingérfere and act in the name of"c?lén’ﬁaréf nount

¢ “ State, the continuance of independent powér in aﬁy by

& “hape, to either prince or chief, is not only impolitie,
“but dangerous, as his condition must be felt by

~ “himself and by all attached to his person atd family

. ‘“as‘a mockery and degradation, and the least effect

_“of such feelings will be the extermination of all

"“ motive to good and great. actions.”

- * In Dhar, our Political Agents have not only under-
taken a minute interference in the administration, and
bound the Prince to conduct his administration hence-
forward on their model, but, having forced an obnoxious
native Agent upon him three years ago, and being now

. forced by public opinion to restore him to the throme,
they inflict upon him the “ mockery and degradation”

= of making it the signed condition of his restoration that

_@hg should retain this native Agent for his Minister,

and that he shouil allow our officers in the same way
«to nominate his Ministers for.the future—a precedent

Sthat strikes at the existence of every native State in

élndia, and that goes beyond any despotic interference
with native Governments, that has been known before.

£ And when this arrangement of the local authorities

- Gis. sebmitted to Sir Charles Wood, though he cannot

bt admit its notorious and obvlous infpolicy, e

8ir John Lawrence permission to ke it in for'c™us
long as he pleases, o the Simsy pfetext %P&i‘}‘f is of

* % the utmost importai‘\@, for his owii sake, to ’i{oiect
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