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PREFACE. 

At the request of many fnends tht' elOqUt:;llt and lfl~plfln g 

address of Mr A M Bo.,e who ]Jre~Hlf't! nil till' f'jloch-lIJaklflg 

occablon of l~ lbg the FoundatIOn StfJne (If tilt' Fl'ciercltiol1 
Ha ll, together with the leport "f til( i)[(\cP~dlIlgs of that 

n'relllony, IS publIshed III pamphlet f, )rm Tn :!llS (lJt added 
cllJlles of t1l1f'e letter~ io tlJ(' ImY/ ta H(I:w J>tI/Y1iw , C()lltalll­

IIlg Imp()rtant ''',gge,tlOll't d' to the (,"ll~'. \d~ch ~Il<luld \1(' 
adopted by the people "I Rcn~tal "Ile the qlll:'~tltln of Partitu,'j, 
cl lld ,tiSll " If'tt!'1 ttt .I frH' II<! "t'1vly l1le ll"lng on a few of till' 

U1C1denh whIch hd ve taken I'lat-e III tilf "ulIden·d Pwvl\l(e 

,,:nGe the Partitwll TIl ( "e kttt''' \I IlIl Ii iIIe now publl~hf'~l 

"ltl1 a ft'w velbal altclatl(ln, ,lH', It I' all "pen ~PC1Ct, frtllll tIw 

pen of Ml Bo~t' M(l"t llf till sugge~tIOIl' ((lntaIl1C(] 111 them 

haH' aheally been c.lrnct! (Jut, ,lilt! tlll'rt, I, 110 d('Jbt that 

effect Will be g l\ CII ttl ,evera 1 of (I?e ,,(hh ~ \' ;1(.11 the I'(>t'c! 

arIses. ~() C()1l1I1lCIltb are Jl('('cs<;2ry on (he addn,s and the 

lettt'rs, un tlll'If lolty and CllllObIlIl," ft'n (lUI, "r on the ""isdoIll 

statesmanship dil(l trut' llI'>lght IlI(1I th t: natuft' ut thi situatlllll 

w\uch they dlsl~a) , "JH'clall" a fin the tnhutt'& to tohrll 

chalactt'r, 01 winch d ft:.\\ l>allll'lc" a f t' ~l ven III the l'alllphiet 
It only remalIl, to add that the prmtmg ~nd the paper 

lI<lVI' ht'en g"l\ cn by the publIl>her \\ Ith"ut an? chargc, awLall 

the l'fOcf'eds frolll the sale ()f thIS pam, ,hlet will be devotc(!.. 

t o 'A ards the carf) mg out uf ~llme natIOnal object m connec­

tion WIth the Partition and Dlbmemherrnent of Bengal.--tlw 

la~t legacy from the )ate Viceroy to that unhappy Provlllce 

Cahlltta, March 1906. BHl'PENIlRA NATH BASl 
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PROCEEDINGS OF LAVING THE 
FOUNDA'1'ION STONE OF THE 

FEDERATION HALL. 

The T6th of Octoher Ltst· til(' sad dav when 

the PartitIOn of Bengal tuuk place·- form" an 

ever-memorable epoch In the annal~ of thl" Pro­

VIDLC. At noon of thc J 5th a deputation wcuted 

on 1\lr. A. 1\1. Bose, and a"ked hUll to prcqde 
at the Idylng of the Founda tJOn Stone of the 

Federation Hall on the follo\',lTIJ.?, daJl. It \va;, a 

... tartlmg reqllcbt <1" Mr. Bo,e l~ad be ell confined 

by senou" tllne~" to hl~ hed for a long tunc. He. 

however, Wel" told and It h'cl, -.tl<mgly ulged on 

hUD, that he wa., the htte~t pcr ... on to pIC ;dc OIl 

thiS hl;,tonc ()CLa~,Jon ; .wu hi., l\lcdical attendant;, 

also JUlTIed 111 the rCllue~t, n()t h(,,~e\e~· as'l\Tedlcal 

mcn, but <I" CItizens and ,udent I()\'er~ of Bengal. 

The Illatter however remained In abeyance, and 

It was only 1I1 the evellIllg that It was settled that 

Mr. Bose should preSide. On the afternoon of the 

16th, he was earned m a sedan chaIr by Volunteers. 
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fr~s becft'o.,'the open ground which hiuCb. 
' a 

selebed as site for the Federahon Hall, and 
which happeryed, to be just OppOS:1t~ the Calcutta 

House wher~ he had I?een liv~ni' \ His.t~o ever­
kind Doctors walked on two sides of him Cl'S. . " .,' 
he was he1l1g taken to the meetllJog, and l'emamcd 
'rlth him throughout the pruceedings, feelmg 
his pulse,from tIme to time. Mr. Bose's arrival 
at the ground." hare-footed, fasting, and in pure 
'Indian garb, wIth numcrou<; Rakll1s, l'iaffron­
dyed bands sent by fnends In town and in Mof\lssJl 

around hIS wribt, was amId a scene of the 
wildest enthusIasm wIth cnes of BanJe l\1atamm 
resounding from all sides, which defies all de'\­
criptlOn, ("rhe metting was attended by the un­

precedented nunl,ber of about 50,000 people, 
almost all of whom, their faces lIt wIth patnotlc 
fervour, remamed startllmg dunng the whole of 

( 

the meeting. Bands of Sankzrtan parties singmg 
. . 

national songs came there from every quarter <. 

of the t~W!ll. It is a most remarkable fact that 

everyone of the vast al>l>embly, with hardly an 

exceptlOn went to the meetmg bare-footed. 
SIr Gufu Da~ Banerjee Kt., late an emJOent 

Judge of the High Court, in an eloquent .and 
impres~jvc addre~s In Bengalee describt'd the 
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objects of the Federation H.aH and pmpdsed that' 
Mr. A. M. Bose should take the chait, a proposal 
which was unanimously and enthl.lsiastlcall~ 

carried. Mr. Bose in 'spite of hiS weak health • 
addressed for a few minute!> so~ stirru1g and 

insplrin,g words in Bengali to the vast audience, 
and then requested Sahu Surendra Nath Ban~ee 
to read the speech which he had dictated; and the 
latter accordingly read It, almost every'sentence 
bemg accentuated by <cheers from the vast 
.gathenng. 

PRESIDEN1"S SPEECH. 

My beloved fnenos, Mahomedau and Hindu, 
Fellow cihzens of one aod lllc'llvisible~Bengal I. 

A Risht of old blcs~ed th~ gods that he had 
Ii veo to "ee the day w.hen the divine sage of 
Kapzlavastu W<lS ushered into the world. I am 
110t a R1Shi, 1101' wqrthy to touch the fet:t of one, 
but yet I bless our Father 10 Heavell, ~ho IS the 
Common Fdther and Judge of the- Englishman 
and the Indian alike, that I have hved to see 
this day which mclrks, I think I may say, the 
birth oj a Natioa. I come amongst you as one 
almost nseu from the dead to see this moment 
of a lIational upheaval and of national awakerl-
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ing. Drawn from my sick bed, where I have 
& 

been .,ec1ucled froUl tbe world by serious tllness 
for nearly a year, allow me to express m V grate­
ful thank'S to you, for the great and the signal 
priVilege you have confcrred on tne by il'Ssoclat-, 
ing me with yourselve'l on this great and historic 
occasion, which will hve In the ann<tls of Bengal. 
afd mark an epoch in Its history I see around 
me after a long time the face'l of many dea'" friends 
and comrades, who haye been in the front of the 
fight I salute them, and I salute you all 01] this 
day of solemn recollections and 'lolemn resol ve'l 

It 1S indeed a day of mournlllg to U'l, when 
the Provil1ce has been sunclered by offiCial fiat, 
and the gladsome "plI"it of union ann of commu­
l1ity of illt~re'lt wh~ch had becn growlIJg stronger 
day by clay, lUllS the dangel of helng wrecHri{ 
and de'ltroyed, a11(l 111ul1Y other evils 1nto wll1ch 
this 18(1lOt the occa~ion to euter ale likell tv 
follow 1tl its wake. And y'4 in the {h~pelJsdtiol1 
of Provi~(,l1ce, not ul10ftell out of evtl cometh 
good; and t'lc c1 ark duel threatcnlng cloud betore 
u"' is so fringed with beauteou,> gold and bnghten­
iog beams, and so fraught with the prosped of a 
newer and a stronger nationaleuniot1, that \H' mrl \' 
look upon it a1l11o'lt .~'1 a day of fE'jolv1ng. YeR, 
as our glorious poet has sung 111 one of hIS many 
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noble and infll'irhlg utterances" Mora Ccstlf!,-e H{I"~ 
1 ~ 

Ashe-eh-e," tIle dE-ad, I;urren tless and swamp)' 
river has felt the fll11 force dnd fury of the floOd, 
and is swelling' III i is depths, Have we not all 
bedrd the boom~n/o! (If that. national call, and its 
Rolemn summons to our heart')? '-et our !'.ou1s 

mount forth III g-lddnes"i to the throne of the Most 
Rig-h . .It this '>CI,'fI'd natal IIOUl of the new li'l'ld 
united Bt'llgdlt 11 <I t1011 , let. 11<:' be,lr in mind, as a 
wntt'r 111 tIlt' Pall/A:a 11<1-' s,dd that from dark 
douds dC'icend ltte-giving showels, and from 
parted ftl1'lows "pring-" up the lite-",u..,tallllng 
golden gl,lll1, that the bitter biting- winter is the 
precutsor of the glor1ouf, Spllt1g. J bclong to the 
"lundered prOV1l1C" of Ed<;t Bengal. alH1 vet my 
brethern, never (ltd my beal t "ding- l~ore dearly 
to }OU or Jour hCdrtf. cherl1l.h u'> 11101e lO\'tngly 
thrll1 at the prescnt m<lment, cll1d for all the future 

fI 

that ltes bc'1ore U"". "The offiCl,tl" .... epara~iot1 has 
drawn u" indl'ed tal; closer together, ;111(1 made us 
stronger 111 united bro1herhood. H1tJd? Mw>sal­
man and Chnstian, North Ed .... t alftl West, with 
the resoundmg sea benedth, all beloug' to one 
tndIvisible Bengal; !-.dY agalll, my fnends, from 
the depths of jour heart .... , to one mdlvisible 
Bengal, the common, the beloved, tbe ever­
,;hedshed MOlherland ot us all. In spite ~f 
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~V'ery other separatiol' of creed~ this 'Creed of the 
Common Motherland will bring us nearer, heart 
to heart and brother to brother, Anq this Federa­
tion Hall the foundation-stone of which is heing 
laid to-day, no) only on thi" spot ~f lan-1, but on 
our moistened tearful hearts, is the embodiment 
and visihle svmbol of this spirit of uni011, the 
me\-JOrial to future generations yet. unborn of this 
unhappy day, and of the unhappy policv whIch 
has attempted to sep:'rate U'S into two parts It 
will, I trust, be a place for all our national 
glltherings; in Its rooms wlll be held "orial re­
unions anil meetings for different purpOSE". 
There will be, probably, gymnasium~, room fllr 
a lIbrary of reference and of u'leful publicatiolH' 

(r ' and for newspapers, clas .. e .. for the smg111g ot 

nabonal songs and ~or the recit;!tion and cultiva­
tion of all that promot'\i a spIrit of patl'lotism, 
of self-SAcrifice and true culture; ;JCCODlmOd<ltlOn 
too, I bope, WIll in time be pmvlded JO\' vi~ltor"> 

from nthel parts of Bengal, ;Jnd. It may be •• f 
India. Tho'SS of you who have bel'n to Amnl&ilT 

have seen how the golden templt there is through­
out day and mght the ~cene of WOrl'.blp, of boly 
reading and holy dl::o~oclatlOn!;. I hope 1t1 the 
same way, tbis Hall will be a place where all 
tl1at mould'l and forms a growing nation, all 
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that upl,iHIO and r~getler.~te~ .fbe I:lational charac,-j 
ter, and trl:\.ins it up tQ t~e m~"l1Q()d, and eVElri.' 
noble ;mpLllse .. hall ahya.l's find their place; at;ld 
at its shrine shall CO~le,as for worship, every mE'm­
bt'r of the Benegali nation It will be a temple 
raIsed in hotlour. of our Common ~)ther1and not 
only for ndhonal union, but also f(>r national 
progress. Let me parl1estly appeal to you all <Md 
through you to the millions of Beng-al for funds 
to rna ke th 18 temple worth v of i I sd f. T~e rich 
will, I have no doubt, from" theIr abundance give 
thow.and"l a11d tens of tliousdndR. but I trust no 
Bt·ngali. however poor, WIll refrain from brJllging 
hIs offering to this shrillt'. his prayt'r for Its 
completion, dud his efforts for its ~ultdble main­
tenance. Let every brick ot- thIS bu\lding bear 
testimony 10 the devotIOn andopatnotic ardour of 
onr people. Let us remember that here shall be 
formed the inteRratil1g fa~tols--the factoIs that 
will make for our IJlllOn-agawst the dl&ruptlllg 
i11fluen ces oi a divided interest and dl vidf'd 
Government. 

I tejoice from my heart that this ceremony iR 
prese11tly to be followed by an inauguratwll for 
furthering and tConsolidatlllg- the industrial 
development of the country, 011 whIch depends the 
m.aterial salvaHon of 1111llions in this la11d. And 
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:yet the two illaugpratiflns are not separate but 
one, and like the sacred Gange" and the holy 
JUtt111a they will comming-Ie their waters and 

ullite tht'ir waves 111 one men, mach to the 
azure Sl'a. In this Hall, I belteve, lectures will 
he delivered 'illl<1 dtscus ... ions held on all subjects 
bearing on the Commercial ana Industrial pro­
g~ess of the country. Its room" will contd.in 
economIc museums ;111(1 s'lmpJes of ccmmerdal 
products of the land-~ven though fur the present 
this may he 011 ,I "mall scale-and expenments 
will I,e held of a practicill character. It will be 
the rendezvous of .. 11 interest .. <1 In thi" great 
cause of Industrial progr('ss, and WIll, in VclflOU" 

other w ay~, prol1lote those 111 tel e ... t!>. In tac I, 

thh I dll w';11, as tt' glOW, and expand ... , be the 
nalurCil ,t1Hj the ncte:-"ary h0111e ot the movemeul 

for the 1l1dusttJ<I) ddv11lce of the country. And 
1t I!:. fit~lllg that lwm thiS :"cene of the fUlure 

Fedcl'<ltlOl1 H,lll, vou sh<llJ .marcl! together in 
-01en111 p~ocebslon. to the -,u:!l1e of Ihe l11dustnal 

("ert'11101H ,tI' the hOLl'lC of our hOlloured Ineud 
R,1l Pasul'<lti Nath Bose. 

Here let 111e address a few words on the 
agitation W111dl has convulsed' this Province for 
the last two months in connection with the 
question of its Partition, and stirred hotu its 
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innermost depths the heart of evt'ry section of 
the community, from tht' highest to the lowellt, 
from the rich zemindar in the town to the poorest 
-of the poor ill hi .. humble cottage. For they 
indeed fatdlly m~",tpprehel1d this movement, who 
imagine that it IS the student com~lUllity or .my 
-other single section or two III the Province thclt 
ha~ cauo.;ed thIs UphCfl\' al. I thank you all Mlr 
the Mdour, devotion, and spirit ot '>acritice, 
which h<lve so far distlllguished your efforts I 
have heard of people and· even of Jt'!'pectable 
jOUrtl <I Is, whIch speak glIbl\' of the lawlessne"s 
and di .. obedience to authori ty of our studeut 
communIty. Let me bear testllllonY-<lnd this 
I can do from pasoual knowledge-as to what IS 
thus deSCribed as lawlessues!t and dIsobedience, 
on the J.lGlrt of students of Borih"h UnIversItIes, 
whu111 our students would not even dream of 

• approaching in this respect. But I ~1l not 
pause to gIve eXdmples, numerous <lI,e] glartng as 
they are; hut wonder whether O llr lulers and our 
cntics most of who111, I presume, "ba~e passed 
through the Universll1c ~ of their country, have 
so completel \" forgotten the experiences of their 
own student day'S. 0 Why. our students are absc­

lutely spotless, 111 compan~ou with British youths, 
as IDdeed, I belicn', they are pI actically spotlel-s, 



~~~ &'aia:tter ~f, c~.pa.riSQtl ~,.!*t--~'~ 
~"L;et Wi t'I1y.frieltds~ contlllue ,.U., tJ;J~ , aa_ 

oe.!'eer.tfeprdles$ 'Of our owu Pers()n.I:itJtef"~"--101d 
all , individu ... l~· and sectional jeal()o1U,lu. ,it SUch 
indeed there be. For' if the tt',-,e\pitb Qf'itoV;'~" 
s .. eriiice, add lothing of a baser ad.1l1illture be.q41t"s. 
BUrely God will. provide for· us, aJld f<>r you, 111}'i ... 
s~dent friellds, .aud grant us tr\le happil1~~S aad 
the true blessing-hbw great only tltol\e whl) 
have tasted it can say-of ',a self-consecrated 
existence. Let us alt specially !'ee to it. that 
no lawlessness c.haractet"ise , or even Huge our 

. proct'edings. Let us be the victim&, if need be~ 
bu t never the pe1:.pett"ators of wrong-the victim-& 
it may be of ignoratlt" misinformed or perverse 
authority, or of a too often unscrupulous Pollee. 
We have to learn' the diviDe lessou ot how ,t& 
suffer. No raKtul IS -complete without sacrince; 

( 

and thi~ 11'1 the teaching of all Scriptures. Let 
us be prepared, if such shguld be the short­
sighted and suicidal policy 01 any of our rulers~ 
to sufier l;erS(;cution for the 'Sake of our Mother­
land, for, from the thorns we shall tread. will be 
formed a crown of glory for the country, that 
gave us birth The air IS full. of rumours of re­
pressive action ,on toe ,part of the authorities, 
specially ~gaillst.our students, I do not pow 
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wl'tSttt ... ' M:'belie'Ved~1t~'Qrmot;. ter iu,spiteofj' 
coa.ide.nce :illJ tae ~tI't~, rule; of, ,tbe ProVlmce, 
and, ,.1 , ~Heve ,it is ,his d~sit'e' to do ,jlHltice\ 
there, are adminrs1t"ators ,and 'adV'i,ers behind 
atJd betteil:tb bi1ri;, and the pages of, nistot"v 
are filled with instances in 'Whicbcru~l repression, 
and not s~t>athy or kindness or attempt to­
~hangp. tonvictiofls, -baR' been the last hope of. '4' 

"discredited bUTf>aucracy, u'e last weapon of at) 
irresponsible authority. How futile too l1t1d 

~ 

doomed to failure. and much worse tban failure. 
such attempts have been is also amp1v shown in 
the self-same pages; but les.sous of wisdoll1 ano 
past experience are 110t unhappIly always learnt 
or always profited by. But I pray of the Most 
High that in this crisis, He may guide 1he coun­
sels of our rulers unto tbe paths of righteousness 
and justice Let tbem remember the golden rule 

(> 

and place themselves in our position, lei them 
act that they may al"swer ou the DdY of Judg­
ment for exercise of the great powers with whtch 
they have' been entrusted over their1tellow crea-' 
tures, and for what they have done to t1l1-se. the 
least ot their brethern. And I venture to appelil 
to all Englishmen nnt to shun U!.l, but to s1de and 
sympathise with us, in thIS struggle for the siluple­
as&ertioti on ·our part of human rights, appeal tQo 
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tb-em that' they may be true to their noblest 
ideals which haver made theIr annals famous 
and immortal in history, and grant us a little of 
the 1ibt'rty and freedom which they have them­
'Selves enjoyed in such abund~t1t and bounteous 

fI' 
measure. 

One has beard 01 different Orders in thIs • oC&Ul1try for religious ami phIlanthropic ,wen ice, 
-of vows of .,elf-sacrificing devotion carried to 
life's last day. Enter you my friend" into what 

. " 1 l111gbt ('<111 the Oriler of the Mf'tberland or of 

Bm~I?""hhll1111; lind with character" un"tained, 
tlims t11<1t are pl<1ced 011 high, and spirits that are 
vure lI11ell1oble dnd ahsolutely self-forgetful, serve 
the lal1o, and ",uffer for thf' lanel, that gave you 
hirlh. Hindus antI Mussalman", let liS 1U the 
lHlme of God all unite in this sacred crllsade for 
the welfare anrl pro<;peritv of our common nlother 

• 
We h~ve come, most of us, bare-footed and in 
garbs of mourning to this .Slte of our fntore 
'Shrine. SIlent are the btl"" marts of men and . 
silent IS the 'roar of trade. Throughout the town 
and Its suburbs all t'he numerous shop<;, Hinrlu, 
Mussalmatl and Marw3n have closed as a f'ign 
-of deep mour1l1ng, and in "Pile ot eff01'h by thE' 
Poltce to the contrary, all shops 1U fact except 
practicall) the very small fraction owned by 
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Englishlne.n. We all, present in our tens of thou­
sands here, and millions throu~bout the Province, 
I believe, are fasting to-day, and no fires shall 
be kindle.d ill our hearths. But Jet that fire burn 
instead in our ~earts, punfy us and kindle an 
enthusiasm, which shall be all the-bng'bter and 
all the warmer for the quenched fire in OLtr 
homes 

Ana now, farewel1, .my friencls with these,. 
which may perchal1ce be the 1a-.t words which r 
shall utter tf) you 011 ibis strle of Eternitv. Fare­
well on this day of fraternal union when the bond 
of Raklzz is tied ill our a 1111--. Much that comes 
pouring 1I1tO I11Y heart must rel11atn Ullf>dld Ours. 
j<: not the land of the flsing" slIn, for to Japan, 
victorious, self-sacrifici11g and llltlgnani111ou<: 
belongs that title. But may t 110t StlY that ours 
1R the land where the sun 1S rising'· again, where 
after ages of ddrlru('ss anti glool11 with the help, 
let me gratefully a~knowledge, of Engh~nd and 
EngliRh culture, the glow1I1g' light IS bursling' 
once again over thE' tdce of the laud,' and the 
glot ious ddwn i<: herdlding thE' approdch of a 
bright and regenerated day. I.,et us all pray that 
the Grace of God lilay bless out' course, direct our 
stt·ps, and make captive our hearts. Let action 
and action and not words be Ollr motto aud 
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'iuspirting"'lfUide. Anti then 'Shalt 1111 d¢am be 
.realised ()f It beauteeus' land hiessed by ~natuce. 
and filled by men true and mauly., and heroic in 

'.every good caUSi'!-true children of the Mothe,r-
land. Let us Iile~ in OU-T heart of b(;arls the lIeaveu'3 
'<>penmg and 'lhe angels descending. In ancien t 
books the gods are described as ~howeril1g Bowers 
<"ld g~arlands on the scene of a notable bl\.t tl~. 
See we not, l1ly friends, tbose f1ower~~ropped 
·to~day from self-same hands, welcoming ua to 
ttl<' \lew battle, \lot of blood, hut of mallly effort 
and B·tero resolve in the country's cause. 

And Thou, 01: GOQ'! of this Ancient .land, 
the protector and saviour of Aryav(lrtta, and the 
Merciful Father of us all, bV whatever name 
we call upon Thee, be with us on this dar; and 
as a father gathereth his children under hi~ arU1S, 
do rfhou gather us under Thy protecting' and 
sanctifying care! 

r 



"rowarrls the, cqn~lt$i~ ,of t\l..a ,/!-ddress, ,U!-Qc.h 
~ci-t~~ent W{l$ caLlsed. by : the a~~ranfe, Qf­

B~bu ~ua1" S.ing~, a~esc~~dan~ of Gu~u ~anak 
and a Sikh 'high-priest of the blghes~ status. 
He received a mast cordial receptiol1 an'd' in res­
ponse Qe1iver~ ~ ,\most impres!li~ and clearly­
enunciated address in his own vernacular which 
he conc1u~ed by invoking tbe blessiqgs of Ri..n 
whom 1rindus, MUSSUltllj\J1S and Chri ... tians ali1ce 
adore. 

The "Rakhi" was pldcetl round the arm of the 
Sikh priest amid a scene of great enthll~iasru. 

Mr. Asutosh Chotldhurt at th,e ~equest of tbe 
PresIdent now reild out the follo,wing Proclama­
tion signed by the President, and Babu Ravindra 
Nath Tagore followed hilllP, with a Bengah 
translation vf the same which Wd" listened to 
with rapt attention. 

PROCLAMA TION. 

Whereas the Govermpent nas thought 
fit to effectuate the Partition of Bengal in 
spite of the universal protest of the Bengali 
nation. we hereby pledge and proclaim that 
we as a people shall do everything In our 
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power to counteract the evil ef(ect~ of the 
dismemberment of our Province, and to. 
maintain the integrity of our race. So may 
God help us! 

A. M. BOSE. 

The foundatIon-stone was next laid ,by the 
President who having declared the stone rightly 
and truly laid, the gathenng dispersed to the accom­
paniment of natIOnal songs sung by scores of 
Juvenile band~ and of loud and resounding shouts 
of Bande Mata,-am. The glass Jar which was 
placed under the foundation-stone contained 
current COinS and newspaperb. 

Any comment ~~ the speech is unnecessar::,r, 
\Ve may however give as specimens the rerudrk" 
of two of tht> leading hdlan datly papers pub­
h~hed 'In Calcutta. The Bengalee In its leadmg· 
editorial art1~le of 'the I7th October says as 
follows; ,-

We weIe under tfle Imp~5SlOn that the last Town' Hall 
meeting., held on the 22nd September, represented the hlgh­
water mark of Calcutta demun:;trabons: But the meetings 
of yesterday have eclipsed all otht1'>Slmllar demonbtrations 
and ",ill remain l:Ulique In the annals of' Calcutta and Indeeo. 
Qf all IndIa. The laying of the fOUlld~bon.stolu~ of the 
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J'eftot/,QG Hall wu attended by (lver .so.ooo people consist~, 
lAg of all elIWe'> of the commumty. As ont stood on the 
pUtform, one saw before him a. vast sea of human heads. 
utendmg over the whole area uceupled by the SII.tJlfliaft(J 
and the extensive grounds beyond. Sir GoonJO Dass Banerjee, 
whose assoclaho~ wfth any movemetlt IS a guarantee of Its 

moderation, lllvlted Mr. A. M. Bose to lay 'fue foundab~.n­
stone of the Federation Hall. Mr. A. M Bose, as he said 10 

the eloquent and masterly speech he delivered, had been fe;: 
about a year pro~tratrd on the bed of Illness and was carned 
to the meeting III an InvalId's chair, attended by hiS medIcal 
adViser, to perform a service to hiS country for which no one 

• • was better qualtfied by Ius l'atnohsm or hiS eloquehce, or IllS 
long record of unsullted and lofty devohon to the best mter­
ests of Ius motherland Those who are now called Up'lll to 
lead the movement rmss hiS commandlllg personahty, hiS 
wise gUidance and sober counsel They felt that the great 
ceremony in ConflcrtlOn With the FederatlOll Hall could not 
be better performed than by one of t~e most dlsbngUished 
representatives of the severed ProvlOce Th,.,e was a ulllque 
'lense of fitness in the comh;natJOn 1)£ the most dIstingUIshed 
sons of the old and the new Prov'nce 1U the performance of a • Ceremony that IS to cement the sundered ProvlIlces in the 
bonds of Indissoluble un;on. The speech w .. s II. ma~terly 
oratIOn, worthy of the occaSIOn and marvellou1 m ~very way, 
.peclally as commg from one prostrated by severe Illness. 
Not the least notable mCldent of the ceremony was the 
appearance of a Sikh Guru on the platform and hIS pro­
nouncementof Guru Nav.ak's benedlcbon on the ceremony 
of the day. It tesufied, tI indeed any such testimony was 
!leeded, that' one hope, one-asplratlOl'I, one ~Q1R1on impulse, 

2 



.guided:the whole of India. and that tbe·SiJdt. aall tl5eaga1-
have l~t to rea-lise the brotherly relatlou t subsists­
~ them. Among the gathering, tpm were MabtattaJl,: 
Na.dtasees. Marwarees and Guzratis, who vied ,with 'one 
another in the exhibition of that exuberant entlulslasm that 
marked the ptoceedmgs of the ceremony. 

/' 

The Amnta Bazar Patrika in the Editorial 
column in its issue of the 18th October comments 
as follows ;--

It is hardly nf'.cessary to state that the memorable speech 
dehvered on Monriay 1;I.st ,by Mr. A. M. Bose has been read 
with thrilling ll1tere&t by the publiC There IS a vein of deep 
pathos in It whl<:h IS bound to melt even the most prosaiC 
heart. As a mlltter of fact; the speech was the outcomcrf a 

heart which was filled with ardent love for the country. and 
in which there was not a drop of insincenty. Naturally the 
utterances of 'Iuch a fervent patnot cannot but make a 

powerful nnprpssloll upon the Indian I1lwd. Our readers are 

aware that Babe: Ananda Moha" has been I)-log 5eriou~ry 

ill for nearly a year, hut II\. spite of hIS protracted illness he 
neverfwa mOlllt'nt forgot the mterests of hiS mother· land. 
HIS only regret w~s that he could "not take any acbve part 
in the present movement which has convulsed the whole 
country. 'He r,;ud that, perhaps thiS was hiS last speech. We 
may assure hIm that the whole natIOn IS praymg for hit 
recovery; and, we trust, God WIll soon restore 'him to his 
normal health. 

Numerous and touching )~tters have ,aJso been 
received by Mr. Bose descrmiJlg the speech as an 
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inspired one, destrihing too tt-e thrilt and th6 
fervour it had. caused in their hearts. But n6 
extrac.ts from them are necessary, nor can they be 
given. An excepti6n may however perha.ps be 
made in the case 'bf the following extract, which 
has been published in the papers, i:om a letter - . 
written by the Rev. J. T. Sunderland of Toronto, 
Canada whose intimate acquaintance and deef' 
sympathy with India are.well-known. Writing 
from Toronto on the 7th of December last he 

• 
says:-

My dear Mr. Bose, I cannot refrain from 
writing to tell you how deeply I am interested 
in all that· i~ going on in Indi~, and how much 
I have been moved by die accounts of the . . 
Federation Hall ceremony alld your noble ad-
dress given there which I have read oyer and 
over. I thank God that. you have been spared 
to see this new day that i:; surely dawni~g for 
long-oppressed and' down-trodden India, a.nd 
especially to address your countrymelj oace more 
in words of such lofty faith and fervent patriot­
ism that they must have stirred all hearts. I 
cannot but say to. myself, oh, that God might 
give you twenty years more of life and health 
for this great cause of patriotism as well as for. 



the great cause of. the Brahmo SamaJ. ~ut if it 
i$ not His will, at least I am profoundly grateful' 
that He has enabled you to do so much in the 
past. Your life has been one directed with great 
singleness of purpose to the servic.e of God and 
your fellow-nfen. It was most fitting that you 
should have been chosen to be the speaker at the 
I&ymg of the foundation stone of the FederatIOn 
Hall. Your hfe wlil be an inspiration to thou­
sands of younJ:! men 10 Calcutta. Bengal. and all 
India for generatlons to come; and this address 
of yours will form, I believe, a permanent part of 
Indian History. r,. \, v " May God bless and 

comfort and strengthen you, and give yeu pe~e. 
my beloved and honored brother. 

( 

With affectionate regard, 
1. T. S U NDERLAND. 



• 
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APPENDIX. 

(Giving three letters addressed to the Amrita 
Bazar Patnka, contaming important and valu­
able suggestions as to the course whIch should . . 
be adopte'd in Bengal on the Partition of the 

Province.) • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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The following is from the issue of the Patrika. 
dated 7th August, 1905. 

We doubt not the followmg letter will be read with deep 
thouglJ mournful !Dterest hy the reader<.' The wnt'll" does not 
pennit us to dl~lose hIS name, but, he cannot conceal- his 
Roman hand. There IS not one amongst us who feels more 
~rdent1y for the country than he does. Very few also have 
worked for our people, both here and lD England, more ably 
a':td dIsinterestedly than he has done. Thoull'h lying rather 
senousl)- Ill, hIS heart IS '1'lth the pu!>!Jc meetmg whIch will 
lie held this evenmg , and he ha.s been good l'nough to send 

. the followmg suggestions fo~ the eamest conslderatlon of Itt' 
promoters '--

"1 have not read ou. papers for a long tlme.and therejqre 
do not know what practIcal suggestIons have been made In 

connectIOn With the c".tastrophe of a divided Bengal, which 
is soon about to fall on us I have no doubt, many better 
sug~f'Sticns than what follow have appeared 10 the prtlb!>. 
but yet I glVe the followmr; as havmg at least the ment of 
coming from a mmd unmfluenced in any way -

1. Let those amongst us whb wlsh to do so, proceed 
with agItation m England agamst the already declrled 
queshon of Pi!trhbon of Bengal, though I for one-l may be 
mlstaken--do not believe that any good Will .result from It 
in the existmg state of affairs The Conservatives are past 
praymg for, and the Liberals, when they come hereafter into 
power after the turrr.OlI of a General Election which will 
swallow up everything else, WIll probably plead the logIC 



. ()f . "~ed. fact" ovec ~ ad~(listtat~"'! question 
likl' 1h~ as t~y h~ve ;done .bieEO"i/;, ' Let ~ see what we caD. 

dO'in Indi •• ~d streD,uousty, <;ttlve to 40 th,is ,w.hcther it be 
&C<Xl.!ll.pAnied With ao.y·OI.gitation in Engl.and or not. 

2. Let the day when , the Partition scheme comes mto 
operabon, be observ~ throughout the whole, of Bengal as a 
day of special and solemn mourning. L~ services be con­
ducted In temple and mo_sque and every place of worslup, and 
let meetings be held at every possible centre in West and 
East Bengal, and suitable I'xpression be given to our burning 
and ever-abiding feehng at that Partition. 

3. After that unhappy day, let u~ observe at least one 
year as a penod of general mour[JIng ; and dunng that time 
let us not Jom m any demonstratIOn or gathering except any 
that may conduct' dIrectly to the national good or the good 
of the commumty, or any d()me~tlc cerem~ny'. And let our 
prayers ascend at least once every (ray to the Throne of the 
Most High for the good of our Mother-land. 

4. Amongit our own people, as w.U as 10 natIOnal gather­
Ings and wherever practicable, let us dunng this year wear 
,a badge of mournmg. ThiS Will be of an agreed design or 
colour (preferably yellow) • 

5. We shoul,\ have, what I m'ly 
gatherIng, on some &xed day every 
Western and Eastern Bengal. 

6. In thiS 'gatherIng there should be, 
(a) Son!l"s, essays, recitals of poetry, 

moratlve of the sad day of Partition, or 
nation."l character ; 

call a pa.t·Bengah 
year, allc;m'ltely in 

• • 
jatras etc., com me­
hkely to uphft the 

• (b) Dlffereut kinds-'of nabonal athletic sports and game. 
ofskJIl; 

• 
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(c) Rec~l of texts, stories, etc., tendtng to briI\g Hind11S 
.. and Mahomedans into closer fraternal and nati<>nal tlnion { 

(d) Exhibition of local and natIOnal industries. 
Pnzes may be given for any of the above. Special deeds of 

a noteworthy character amongst Bengahs may also be men­
tioned before the gathering, and it ~ to be hopetl the day 
will before long ~Oll1e when max:ks or tItles of honour may be 
conferred on those worthy of them-titles whIch ought to be 
held ever so much superior to those obtamed from other .. . 
sources 

7. Let SUitable Jatras, kathakathas, etc, be pr~pared and 
Bhats be encouraged or .trained to recIte them all o .... er the 
ProvInce . . 

8 Let us resolve, so far as may be uonp by every means 
lD OUf power, to aVOId all Engh~h goods and use those of 
IndIan manufacture IIIstead. It IS dIfficult perhaps to lay 
down the exact hn1Jts, but If the SPlfIt of the resolve 
thoroughly permeates (l'.lf suul, the limIts wIll be easy to 
determme , 'and before long we should be able altugether to 
eschew a great maIlY klIlrls of these manufactures. Efforts 
should be made at the same hme to make It pOSSible to use 
Indian gt'ods by llltroduclllg manufactllres and mdustnes m 
the country. It ought perhaps tu· be noted that the object < 

IS not to miUfe Manche~ter or any Enghsh manufacturet;. 
Let thei!" trade oxtend and expand, and may they grant us 
natIOnal hberty as they granted phrslcalhbecty to slaves at 
one tune. May their prospenty Increase, and may they send to 
govern over thiS country righteous and blessed rulers like R1Pon 
isstead of liberty-stealing adIll'lIll~tr~tors. All that we aml 
at IS to gIve resolute and earnest vent to our patnotlc f!'el· 



ing, furtber oor mdigenous industries, ~nd ,dora,... the atten­
tion of English people to our sad, gnevances-a sent~ 
with which all true Englishmen will svmpathlse 

9. I will not speak of the past, bvt IS It t00 much to ex­
pect, that at least. III the future, BengalIs will not accept or 
<:ovet Ral Bahadurshlps, Raja Bahadursh~s and other titles, 
conferred bv those who have spumed the f .. ehngs and prayers 
of a whole race, and to whom the opimon of a slllgie offiCial • 
IS more than the plteou~ appeal, the reasonable prayer, "l.l1d 
the.earnest cry-of an entire peopl ... 

IO Let us remember that through the actIon of the present 
rulers, Bengal has now got two faces; one specIally look1l1g 
towards the Western lands, and another towards the East to 
the glonous and patriotic land of the Rlsmg' Sun Let us be 
worthy of both Let every c1as~, not ell.c1ud;ng our Gnha­
Lakshmls, 1I00te to bnng" about thIS consummatIOn. And 
though dIVider! hy authority, let us not be diVided, but 
Instead be brought far closer tog!!ther, through nUT own 
efforts. 

II. Our holy wnters have dcscn b('d nne's Motherland as 
higher than the Heave,ls Bf' I~()urs to realIse tIllS 10 practIce 
Let no ceremony be completed and no festive gathering be 
held without the worship of the Banga-mata. The god~ Will 
surely forgIve tIllS ad,litIOn to our Hindu panth~n. SUItable 
offenngs 'S'hould be made on all these occations as cOlltnbu­
tlOn~ to the NatIOnal Fund. Our Mabomedan brethern Will 
decide whether anythlllg Similar can be done by them, and 
what changes may be qecessary III these suggestions I do 
not enter Into the question of funds, fo(they can be easily 
raIsed when the Spirit IS there. 
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u. 1. Jlbo~ Ji~ to _.leji!s of love ,stories, ~>~ lat'gely 
"liU our periodicals. !lAg. in, their place stories tlla;t. ltiddle t~ 
sacred fire o{ patriotism ~d piety in. our heartII;, a~q perhaps 
many authors will write books of different kinds to. {fled the 
same holy flame. 

13. We must drive all feelings of des~air from otf hearts, 
and instead be m:nly, patrIOtIc, brave, and God.insp'ired. If 
we are ,,,en, then from our present adversity, shaU Issue 
m~a5ureless prospenty and JOY. Let us remember that from 
the dark and the threatemng cloud descend&, the lIfe·giving 
shower, that In the muddy 'parted' earth IS planted the hlessed 
seed which sustams our h"¥es Let us thank G(Jd that In the 
mIdst of our lethargic and spIrItless hie, He has sent us this 
source of energy ami manly effort. 

14 While- we work, let us also pray and pray for our 
dear and severed Mother-Land. L!'Ot us pray tD.O for thoop' 
mlsgulC.led men, Lord CUr1:on, Ius minister Mr. Risley, and 
the phant Sir Andrew, \')fho have wrought us thiS great eVIl, 
separating brother fwm brother, and severlDg and mangling 
our beloved land. For they know 110t what they pave done. 
And may He,' Who IS the. common Father of Hindu and 
Mahome~an, and of ever} race that whablts the earth, abide 
With us, strenf;then, gUIde, and IDij,Illre us In thiS sad day of 
our trouble" 1 

We haVE! no~ the least doubt, adds the Patrlkp, that the 
above communication WIll receive that;eamest ~I1d serIOUS 
attentIOn whIch It undoubtedly deserves, 

So great was the impression caused by the 
above letter, that it was bodily republished by 
~he Englishman, the leading Anglo-Indian paper 
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• f Beftga~; dn in neltt morning's isspo of t~ 8th 
Augu$t with the fotloWing Editorial Note. "W.t. 
do not propose to'say anything'about th'e tlemons­
tration r the great Town Hall meeting of the 7th 
August] 'to-da~ We content ourselves by draw­
ing attention to the remarkabl'e letter which 

. we republish from the columns of the Amn'ta • 
Bazar Patrika." 

The Sta"tesman, the other leading Anglo-Indian 
paper pf Bengal, also republished th~ whole of 
the letter with the following Editorial Note. 

The Amnta Bazar Patrlka published on Monday a rather 
pathetic letter from a. leadmg Bengah gentleman, whose 
name l~ nt:\t disclosed, It.dealt wIth the PartItion of Bengal 
and contamed a nllmher of mJunctlOns as to the duty of the 
BengaiJ people at the present moment I3egmnlllg wIth a 
word on the futIlIty of agItatIon 1Il England, the WrIter went 
on to suggest that the day on whIch the l;'arhhon scheme 

• comeb mto operatIOn should .e observed as a day of speCial 
and solemn mournlllg; that thIS ~hould he followed by at 
least a year of general mournmg, dUrIng which bme the 
people should Jom m no gathenngs except such" as are of a 
dOIpestic character or such as may conduce-to the nabonal 
good; that one day every year should he ~t apart for a pan· 
Bengal! gatherIng, In whIch natIOnal mUSIC, poetry, games, 
and Uldustnes should, play thelf part, that an orgamsed 
attempt shQuld be made to boycott English manufactured 
gQods; . that tiUe,~uDtmg should be given up; that the 



peo~sh!*~ ~I,te ~ t~ ... ~hjp?, tb~ i~a oIlhe.~t_­
"~d and ~n ~bo~ ~o,r 1~ ~eef,~tion. ,Th~ let,teJ, -wh~ we 

ceproduce In thiS Issue, is Singularly earnest and exalted 
tn 'tone.· , 

This republ~cation by the Ant;lo-Indian papef's 
Qf ,a let~er a'j)pe~ring in an Indian paper, and 
that fn()l?Y":l0us too --IS a unique phenomenon,. 
and a rermtrkable tnbute to the depth of the 
impression flroduced by it. Of the comments of 
the lndian Press it IS unnecessary to say anything. 
VoTe shall content ourselves with giving only fme, 

and that from the oldest of the Indian dallies in 
this Province, VIZ the Indian Mirror, which in its 
issue of the 15th August observes as follows;- .. 

We ha..:e already repnnted III these columns the two verr 
remarkable letters, adtlressed to the Amrlta Bazar Patrika 
by a leading Incllan cItIzen, who has personal expl'nence of 
polItical agltatll'mS as conducteci both In England and India. 
We thrnk the suggeshons ma~le In the letters are fully worthy' 
of our acceptance We have no dIfficulty In findmg out the 
JdentIty of the Pntrika's corresponde'nt. He IS a man who 
always weIghs hIS words before speakIng' them, and is p.n­
titled to be heard wIth respect and attention HIS letters 
proclau1" him to be a SIncere patnot and a God-feanng man. 
Mere wordy agitation would no Tllore do us any, the least, 
good. Words must be followed UP. by deeds-professIOns 
must be translated Into achon-promlses must be converted 
into per~ormances-lf we hope to regain. our lost rights and 



avert U1~ dangex.wltu!h,stares us in the face . ,"SJ their deeds. 
ye sh:a!l know,,\bem.~· 13Y,deegS'aiol)e can we ,conVlllce our. 
rulers that we lIlean busmess Truly has the poe~ sal,d ::-

"A man of words, and not of deerls. 
Is like a garden full of weeds .. 

, . 
• It 

(The se.f:0nd letter from the Patrika of the 

9th August 1.9°5.) We now come to the second 
or supplementary letter which appeared in the 
Amnta Bazar Patnka of tpe 9th August With 
the editorial observatIOn thereon. 

The ElIgZI>hman h'ls the f01l0WllH~ remarks ~n Monday's 
demonstratt<ln, or rather on the letter or our emment corres­
pondent, wha::h appearecl n~ Monday mormng and to which 
we specially drew th" atten.tlon of our countrymen -

"We do n')t propose to say &nythm·g about the demonstra­
tion to-da.y, We content ou,selves by drawm~ attentWll to 

th .. remarkable letter which we republish from the column .. 

of the Am~ita }jazllt Pafrlka" • . . 
Our contemporary 1<; qUite correct when he 

says that the WrIter "holds a prominent position 
in the country;" nay no Indian, -except Mr. 
Dadabhai Naoroji and Mr. W. C. BOI)-nerjee, ha!> 
greater experience of political :gitatIORS in Eng­
land or taken a more promin~nt part in pub-he 
demonstrations in that country than he. We are 



glad' out -esteemed comsponden( bels' Wr\tt~ uti 
'another letter, contai~ing sev~ra~ 'other sugge$-. .,. 
tions, which are inserted below !- ' 

"I have to thank you for your mserting wlla.t 1 said. 
l'hey were not regular letters wntten h~ving ree;ard to style 
or ,beauty of dlCtl6u, but only !lome stray J(nbngg dictated 
with some difficulty from a sick bed-an humble appeal to 
<Jut leaders from a disabled and useless servant .• There were 
.a few shght mistakes ill the pnnting, but tl,ley Were only 
natural." * • * PermIt me to add a few more suggesllons 
to those I have sent already. 

"(I) Now that the great meetmg has been so successfully 
held, and so many speeches delJvrred, let us come tn our true 
work · -earnest and resolute attion-In the place ,of orations 
however eloquent. That flengalee!, can speak has been sho~ 
on a hundred platforms. Let them now show that they can. 
act. When a demonstratIOn was held a few years ago at 
CambridgE' m honour of Lord Kltchener after the Soudan 
~mpalgn and many ferVId speeches made, Lord Kitchener's 
reply consIsted, If I remembel(anght, of only three or four 
sentences And I doubt If the hero yvhose fame IS now re­
soundmg through the world, I mean AdmIral Togo, can 
muster together cvan as many sentences. May Go<! help us 
now to dQ b"ravl' and worthy d~eds ! 

"(2) NQ mOlley ought ~o'be pall! for.any $o-caUed publie 
object at the ,r~ques* or dlctatlOI) of the authors of the present 
deecl of darkness, or t8 please them. Let us not, after being 
-spumed as w~ have Deen 1U this ~atter of Partition, come 
-out bowtng Qnd salaatuillg, and present our money,to 1IeCute 



tb8it ~ ~ .. uDbappily' td'eV6ryb'odY'$ bowlodge, i. 
tOtS oi\ett' th&~. Is it jxIflsible (or anyone 'to hay!! tfltl' 
ebgl:(test respeet 10t suc:h pibab~' ~nd groveUmg cteatutes? 
Can we not eOn<:t\ive how different would haVe been the 
conduct of Englishmen under the eircumstanc:es? Whatever 
we do, let us not ~ the authorS of our own shame and 
degradation. And surely we need money enough for our 
own truly natIOnal obJects. Ye nch men of the land, If you .. 
are to obtaiIl'the blessing of God and the approval in your 
dying ·day of ,.your conSCllmce, forget not your duties but be 
manly men, and trlle to your sacred miSSion in the present 
criSIS. 

"(3) We should have agents to go about the Provmce, 
not only to meetmgs, but also to faIrs, hats, mass meebngs 
and other gathenngs where the poorer classes'meet III thelI 
thousands; .and there prl;'Jlch the New Gospel of National 
Life. Wh0 that has seen the Ihmkergacha mass meeting 
of years ago can forget the ImpresslOQ produced there? 

"(4) In our appeal to all men of the Provmce, let us not 
forget especially to lIlclude our women. I know of a large 
numbf'r of educated ladles who.tlave form~J an A~';Ociabon 
for the ex~luslve use oC IndIan manufactures. I koow how 

• their hearts burn, God bless them, to further tnt' cause of Na­
tIOnal growth. And as for our orthodox hidles,. Who dOCitl't 
know of the strong anti-foreIgn sentiment *hich reigns 10 

'tl:\e 1Onermost receS$es of their hearts, and in the worshIp 
of Ba,.ga M ata, the ne~ incarnatIOn of Lakshmi, D!l votaIles 
will 'exceed them in devotion and ar~our. And for you, 
students of the land. in whQm are centered the hope, the life; 
and the Nitality of our fut\1te nati6n, 'What fight-it may be 



i s~ ). 
ahfe-itmg fig,ht--'Call be w,'rtl\ler than that for the integrity 
of the ra.ce, for the growth of OUf natIOn, and the salvation 
of the land ftom its threiltehed danger. Hurry ')n to that 
struggle wIth joy In your faces, hope In your hearts, and:the 
fire of patnotlsm 1I1 your SPIrits, And depend on It that lD 
fightmg the good fight, you shall ha~ behlOd you, and 
before you, the Lofd who has protedert our forefa hers In the 

• past alOld man) changes; dangers, and tnals " 
'.ve may have somethmg to .eLY on these letters hereafter 

III. 

"COU~SELS' OF DESPAIR". 

\Ve no\\.: give the article in the Amnta Bazar 
Patoka of the 6th of September last contaming 
the third letter on the ~ubjec;-t of the PartitIOn of 

Bengal :-

Over thiS hcad1l1g, say" the Pairika, we 
puhll';hcd a cQuple of letters Just hefore the great 
Calcutta demon"tratiori \va" held, and they 

r -

created a tremendous sensatIOn at the tIme. The 

wnter IS o,?e of the best men we have got in the 
whole of India who ha<; been lymg ill and hed· 
ridden since last year. But, though unable to 
take any active part in the agitatIOn that has 
convulsed Bengal, hiS heart is constantly with us. 
HIS efforts in producmg ,the two prevIous letters 
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brought on a serious relapse of his 4isease ; but 
he is again' i~ a ~ondit:ion to favour us with rJ 

another con~ribution, which deserv~s a m9st 
prominent insertion, and therefore we publish 
it below:- 0 

Sir,-You were good enough to msert tpy two letters on 
the question of Partition m your ISSues of the 7th and 9th 
August. The letters had the good fortune of being quoted 
with appreclab<1l1 not (lnly by the IndIan, but also by the 
Anglo·Indlan Press Now that the axe has descended and 
the sword l>as fallen, permIt me.,to add some observations _ 

to what I had then;wntten. 

J. The foreca~t I then made has been most u~happlly lui· 
11lled to the letter. It has met WIth realisatIon Wltl~ a dramatIc 
surldenness greater perhaps tllan I had then apprehended. 

The blow hab been struck, but my humble and most 
-earnest and strenuou~ appeal to my c~ntr}men IS not to be 
dIscouraged, not to lose heart 10 any degree 'Nay, let them 
rather rejoice at the separatlOn of the Prpvmce by the 
Government, and contlllue wI?h redoubled vIgour theIr 
agItation of the lalot 3 or 4 weeks. Lord Curzon haS done 
oilS mdeed a SIgnal servIce and enabled U8 to lay the priceless 
foundation of a new national Jlfe, If we are oply true to 
ourselves and carry on the work which we"have begun. 
During these we~ks we have ;ead in report5 of meetmgs of 
gIlm determmation. of Immellse and unprecedented enthusl' 
asm, of fiery and burning eloquence. The time has fully 
come when we must translate all thIS IOto actIOn, and God 
helping, sd' translate we shall. 'Fake this vow'and resolve, 

• 
3 

• 



my frienrlsr If the lx:>lt has fallen on us, let us -not forget 
• that the grace, grandeur, and beauty of the L')rd ,is as mam-

fest III thunder, as it is in the gentle dew. . 
2 HItherto the conduct of the Government has bem 

beyond reproach. but as ID the case of the precIOus MagIS­
trate of a certam Dlstnct of Rengal~ of whc.m the Govern-• ment should be ashamed, the hand of persecutIon has alread) 
],egun to show Itself, and wekno\\ only too well how far the 
mIght of the Ex('cuhve and the PolIce ('an proceed III thIs hal'­

less land. I would urge 111 e\'ery case where p'eaden and muk­
tears, not excludIng' barnsters, are avat!ahll', a corpmlttcc of 

• the best among them shouN bp formed to adVIse and tn defend. 
WIthout .fep and WIth zeal nnd energy. everyone taken UJ> 
In any way In connectIOn WIth thE' question of PartJtwn 
It I~ ah,olt.tely nE'CE'SRan - that such commIttees shnvld he 
oq:(amsed. ant! I have full c(,nfi(jl'nre m the p~bhc splr,t, of 
our lawyer~ tt' romE' forward and 1(1\'(' theIr ~ervjn' And 

our people shou](1 al~(' be- hal<ienf'<i to bear ever:- tna! amI 
clIfliculty that they may come arross 10 the (hscharge If 

their patnobc dutlE'<;. for ner!'r was a natlfln vet fOf!llPr1 Of 

progress aChlf'Ved WIthout t'arnfire and suffering. And COrIl­

pareo Flth other natlOn~ 111 the pa<;t, thest"' would be hut 

hght 10 our ca'ie 

3. Let';TIC' earnestly say that the ttme has come for u<; 
~not ,ml) to 'boycott goods, but also to boycott men who are 
unfaithful to the nattonal cause Let us have nothing to­
do With men who WIll go to~ecel\'e or see off Governols 01 

CommIssIOners or ()ther officials who have had anythmg to 
dr) wlth the present scheme. men who do n()t consider that 
even th(,Ir sacred PUjas. would he complete unless they 

• 
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, '. -t'ntertalll to lIau(f)l\o and dll1nel the whitt! gods uf the land, • 
who attend Durbars or mix with them m any way, unless 

It be In the way of business' or suclal equality and tlue 

fnend,hlp: Mr. Fuller, not to speak of other offiC!al~. wJ!1 
probably soon have h., Durbar at the mauguratlOn uf the 
new ProvlIlce, and there will be otht'l I).rbars amI levees 

Let not a smgle self-respecting Bengal{'t' drl'alll I'>f attendmg 

any of these, and let no one accept electIOn or nommatlOn 

to the new Council that is t() be, not In a SpIrIt of dlsfrspect 

or defianct'. but· on the ground "f self-r{'~Jlect and patnohsm 
If flf'~h IS weak let tlll~ rt'solve be kept for at least many years 
to come, and let us a\ old a~ 'mClat' outcasts all those indlallb 
who ar .. untrue to tIlls great natlllllal purpose How can 
we ever expect tn be treated with tilt' ~hglltes; re:,pect by 
others If we lick the dust "ff the ff'et of those" h(l have 
dl~reg-arderl ('IUf ulIlversal p'ayer alltl prut('~t, and tleated us 
as less than men MI~ht I abo ~ugg-e't fnr the c<lnslderatlOn 
of our leading men and wltl1 deferenC'e what a glon(lu~ 

,th1l1g It would be and what good moral ('!feet It would have, 
If th~ presf'nt mellilbers of our Council, Honorary Maglstrdtes 

and thf' lIke were to resign 11l : body. anrl If for several 
yea~ at any [dte all men with any sellse of self-r~pf'ct, (,r 

• actuated by the growIIIg and the beaute{>u~ spmt of HutlOnal 
~enhment, were to keep aWdV Government-will have 
members enough 1Il theIr CounCil~, for uuder tTle demorahzed 

and demora1izlng system of bureaucratIc rule, there arf' "Ap­
ke-wastes" enough and to spare But who cares for what these 

creatures may do i For ourselve~ let us be men and not a "flock 
,)f sheep," as an English clergyman of note once descnbed the 
,people of thiS country to be after a VISIt tn India. • 



~ " d o + ~_iness, ludustrial, maaufacturu, and otherwISe, ~n 
not Government service from which we ate n fact beIng 
doven away from day to day, must hi' our hope for the 
ruture. Any body with some expenence of -the maltter knows 
how difficult It is to get good busJfle~ men. Let us Gpen 
classes and tec.meal Institutions for trammg s~eh men, 
adding sucl~ collateral branches of knoVII ledge as may be 
deemed necessary. We should compIle, at the same time a 

volume of NatIOnal Songs. 

I, 

5. One rejoIces to find the Swade~lll ~ovet1lent spread-
109 lIke wIld fire. Let us for tillS be sp~laUy thankful, 
amongst others, to our student~, and tu those of our nch men 
who have come forward to open factories and mdustnes for 
fostenng thi~ movement. May Gnll bless them for tillS patriotic 
use of the abundance With which Ht' has endowed them, 
and may He add to their numBer I But I wou'\d also h.lve 
what 1 might call the Swade~h" movement, the cult and 
wnrshll' uf the M()th~rland, founded on deep and abldmg 
love of thr ('ountry, and develuplIlg ltself nut alone m 
mdustnal !entf'rpnse, but m many othec dlfectlOns , such 
as education both high r- and l'nmary <>n truly useful 

and as far as practIcable natiunal hlle~, arbloatlOu 
court5 and pUllchayet~ who Will nut be t.'Ie contemptIble' 
creature5-'too,()ften but the tools of", corrupt Pohce -creatl'O 
by our bemgn 1':(1vernment, but respected men as of old, In 

a spirit of cO-'Jperation and helpfulness am'}Qgst fellow­
Villagers, looking after roads, water supply and water 
chama-Is, sanitation, the needs of the poor the suffenng alld 
the Ill, afld 1lll other matters of Interest and Importance to. 
the Ifl,llage, in aVOIdance of luxury and living a Simple 
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se¥~ficn;g and God'-fearing life; in fact in all that may.' 
be done under the limits of the L<lw for promotmg a hving,· 
growing and self-centred natIonal eXistence. Let us remem· 
ber that"it would not be by foreil'l'ne,rs but by ourseln~<; that 
our true salvation lUWlt be wrought 

, . 
(, 1 have 10 a preVi0t1S letter spoken of brotherly umon 

between Hmdus and Mah(1)medans. Let that umon spread 
and embrace all cla;se& uf the comnJUnity. Let us love all 
BengaJees as ~galees, and feel the sohdanty of a fraternal 
spirit amongst aU our people As tn the means by which 
all these diHerent objects lTIay be lIfhieved my heart IS full , 

• hut J cannot venture to enter mto all that m thIS letter. 
Nor do I o;ay anything In It' \1, Ith regard to a deputatIon to 
England. or tbe Importapt legal and financ\all question 10-

\ olvl'd 10 th~ subject of PattitlOll . 

i. Let us bepn and close every d'lt' With prayer to the 
Lord for the Motherland and for ourselves, to the accom­
pamment, wherever pns'ilble, of musIc and soul-Iiftmg 
song Let us preach and prall In parks and Bazars, and 
let' us go IOtt! streets and bye-Iam's with th,. swee', s,tralOs 
of ' that musIc and sonf{. OUf pfesent trouble onlv 
heralds a new birth, the awakt'nmg of a new SpIrIt. Let 
me conclude by saYlOg once agalll, let .s fle of good 
chec;r and of a joyous heart, for In the depth of darknt'st! • 
IS the glimpse of a brighter day, and 1ll bitmg winter 
IS the promise of a glorious spring. Blessed ar~ we who 
are gomg to se.e the blrtl1 of a natIOn; and ~ the JOY 
anq glOI)'.oun; to work, GOG ":,illillg, to bring 0!l tbat happy 
and auspicious day." .. 

-'., 
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C) The commumcation IS most opPQrt,ne. If' 
our people ever needed such counsels, it ~vas ~t 
this Juncture, It wilt be seen that our di<;ting­
UI!;hcd correspondent has written every sentence " 

~ -
of hi~ letter ''blth his heart's blood. It 1<; gratIfy-

ing to us to find that his idea~ and thuughts rlln 
in the .,ame groove with liS. \Ve dare ~ay the 

wordq he has uttered will go <;tr:ul3ht mto the 

heart of every Bengalee, and not only chee'r him 
but m.lke hm1 a bette,r man, and mOre self-..,acn­

ficmg than he now IS. Cut pff frCliP the tUTlno' I of 

the world, the writer J" more fitted to tahe a calm 
• and dIspassionate view of the situation theiO ,my 

of us. HIS counsels are thcrelore entItled-to the re~­
peet of all. And theav clfe not "counsels of despalf," • 

hut of dIstilled IVI).d()J1] and un<;elfish patriotism. 

)V. 

Wee close wIth a letter, slJghtly <lltered, Wh1Ch 

,vas addres~ed to cl friend at '\lymensmg In ' 

Decembef l(1st, and whIch wtll be read wIth 

palllfu! mterest a~ throwm,g ,OI11C lIttle lIght on 

the present situatIOn \0 ~everal parts of Ben,gal. 
My DIrAR ,:1 " 

J am not allowed or able to read much that 
" . 

15 apF'earin,g \0 the papers III thiS stirnng time, 



'SUt fr,t)ffl the little 1 have seen, it s~en1s that the. 
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reign 01 gross illegality and incredible high .. 
handedness has commt-need in mv own and be­
loved Olst'rict ~f Mymensing. My heart bleeds 
for you all, and If only my healtll had made It 

posSiblr:, I ~houl4 have been with you to share i~ 
the penl of the !oolt"uation. But in the Providence • 
of God I am chi\ined here practically to 01) bed, • and not able to go even one step toward~ the 
ground floor. But my "y.mpathy, prayers. and 
love go to"var~" you all. FreedQm from tyrann­
ous abuse of power IS <;0 precIOus a treasure that 
we must be prepared to pay a pric; for It. It 
has to 13e bought, as the hl'>tory of every nation ; 
proves, at the cost of much a~d contmued indivi­
dual, as well a~ natwnal, sufferIng. If England 
even under the rule of Its own people had to pay 
for age& such an offering ~f martyrdom 10 every 
shape, can we, under the rule of a foreign'people, 

• expect to escape at least a little of that heavy 
toll? Let u" thank God that It i" .affer all, in 
the progres~' of time, but ,a small part of thatJ 

sanctified suffering which we shall probably be 
called upon to bear. 'And let us pray to Him 
th'at strength, courage, and manliness may be 
.given :0 us at this fateful crisis in the history of 
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-~;~~~ ;',ra~,,~~t ~ m~~,.a;tid un~ve~{ ~nitd t!l: 
dark tWt:~ning cloud and"its thundet'$,' aild be 
p",pa;~d tosutier and sUffer, ay; <:heedtlUY, if 

)" wi ~an! for the' sake of the' dear.:; ¥o.therland. 
+ This)$ the hOt!." of ·mlt trial thl'o~gh\whic; every 
• ,nation mqst pass. If we flinch ~ow, then )ndeed 

"shall the dial of progress be set back for our land 
for untold aenerations to come. If on the other 

~ , () 

hand we behave like men ready, if ncc;d l:>e, for 
the whip and for the .. e-arthen Cb\lch inside the 
dreary jail, then from our sufferi~gs ~haU sprmg 
up the beautiful tree of liberty, with its lovely 

'<' bloss;;'ms axfd delicious fruits. . 

If we are only true to' oursdves, I carinot hel? 
thinkIng that the present p~rsecution will only 
add strength and fe;vour to our I~ve of country, 
and to the Swadeshi spint, which have ah'eadv 
captured the hearts of ,Juch a large proportion 
of 'Qur' people. We shall he 'strong througn 
suffering, refined and purified through fire. It is 
a law of, m.ll11an nature that'we love all the mOff:, 

Ldeeply a:"cause for wqlch we have suffered; and 
the dullest of our 'countrymen must ~ee now 
vivldly depicted before' them in our Assam rule 
the advantages, or shall I !lay the horrors, of Lord 

, C~rzoti's parting gift ~o Bengal. The sto~1"which 

, "I', 
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burs~ ,~,~ Rangpore and passed on 1:0' Barisai, a; , 
gothlof which places there appears to be a cOll!­
parati;e lull at pre<;ent, seems to be «lgi,ng 'now . 
over my own ever-beloved Mymensing. It has 
passed over tho~ Districts causing sonie bitter and - " • 

• cruel individual suffering no doubt, but it has done' 
no permanent IOJury. Nay It has deepened and <> 

intensified the feeling of patflotism in them, and 
made the pe~ple braver. Again permit me to 
say, be firm and strong an<! devoted, nay doubly 
so under thIS cyclonic pressure, and here too the 

• storm wIll pass away and the skie!o WIll clear, 
leaving you not only unharmed, -but all the 
stauncher in the satred cause that the whole 
ProvlOce has embraced. Blessed are the perse­
cuted is a saying a!o true ~ow as when It was 
uttered two thousand years ago. 

~orm Vigilance Committees, Legal Committee!> 
for gIving every legal help and advice, 'employ 
volunteer!> and missionaries, including Mahome­
dan gentlemen and patriotic Moulavjs, to go nhout 
devoting their special attentIOn, amongst otheil 
things, to defeating the nefarious and unholy 
attempt to divide Mahomedans from Hindus 
which to their eternal shame is being carried 00' 

by ma~y officials headed by Mr. Fuller gimtelf .. 
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with his Hindu wife and his favourite Maholtledan 
Co • I • \\1ife, and adopt every other measure that. the 

local circumstances may require. What do you 
say to sending a representatIOn to Mr. Fuller 

o 
exposmg the. gross and shameful ignorance 
of law on the part of your very learned 
Magistrate a~ displayed 10 hiS order" threatenmg 

the elected MUnicipal Chairman of Mymensmg 
• 0 ' 

with summary dismissal, and ~u£pending Babu 
Taranath Bal, an H()n~()rar'y l\laglstr.l.te, from their 

re"peC'tlve puhllc office~, and the dl"graceful 

dlscourteo;;y of hiS language. "reclally 10 the leaer 

addre%ed tei the Chalrma.n; amI glv10g the facts­

though here I am not sure that you ~ III get much 
reltef from your ruler---as to the proceeding" of 

'" ~ome pef';on~ who shall he namele'is, and who 
mdeed are beheved to be the real author" and 
m('lterq of the' alleged br-.:aehe~ of the peace, cau.,-

109 the!'e so as to give a handle for the mdls­

~nminate a,,~ault~ on the people, and specIally 

on the unfortunate studenh. The same !Carned 
CMagistrate, amongst the many hIgh-handed act" 

which have"o greatly ~Ignahsed hiS short adminis­
tration of the DIstrict, has, I o;ee, dIrected that 
-certain meetings should not be held In a priYate 
Hall, lwilt on private ground With pnvate<'mone~ 
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and under private management j and i:!ccordingl~ 
~e Sub-DiVisional officer has required the 
Secretary of that Hall to make over the key of the 
building to the Nazir of his Court·~a requisition 

so flagrant that-In spIte of all the authority and 
• the almost limitless power of a DIstrict Magis-

trate m this unhappy country, the Secretarx has. • 
declmed, and successfully decltned, to comply 

with the or~er. 
What IS one to think of ,>uch colossal Ignorance 

• of the verv elements of MuniCIpal and other law . . 
on the part of the"e brand new importatlOnR from 
Assam, speCially "elected, one may presume, hy 
Mr. Fuller, and of -rhe painful substitution of • 
bludgeon rult: for BritIsh rule in man\' part;, of the . . 

. Ne' ... · Province? All thl", I suppose, is meant to con-
clhate the mhabitant;, of that hapless Province, 
rccortcile them to the PartItion, a;d fi{lve them a 
fore-taste of that blesc.lOg of an efficient "and im-

• proved adminIstration which J-.oru C'urzon and 
his ~atelhtes have promised In s~ch abundant 
measure for it ; and for which, the same eminenP 
prophets have told us, the people will soon begin 
to be deeply grateful! But for the sad consequences 
it involves. utter and unmitigated contempt would 
have lreen the only word for such an utter »etraya~ 

., 
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'Of the 'prit1tiples which ,have distinguished, and 
':'-hich, in spite, of Mr Fuller and his chosen tool:' 
and their short day of unbridled power, shall come, 
I am sure, again to distinguish genuine Britil'lh 
administration. For the credit of t1le higher grades 

• .of the Indian Civil Service, it is to be hop,ed that 
• there is not another Mr. Fuller to be founij in it, 

.and ihat even he will not long remain unchecked 
in his anti-English and truly dan~erou~ and 
seditious career. And may He Who is the" Light 

• that ligllteth the world, Who in the !.acred words 
-of our Gyatri "ftfc.i1 ro;j: <1It5tli'~f\!''' granteth us our 
understandlflg, enable Mr. Futler himself to realize 

, the grave and serious injury ' he IS CaUSlelg alike 
.to his Sovereign and to the people entrusted to 
his care. 0 

I notice that criminal cases are bemg brought 
against the POlice. TheJgrobser cases. may be so 
inc;tituted, though it may be open to doubt how' far 
several of our Ma~isterial officer~ in the sundered 
Pr()vl1lc~ Will" venture to convi~t under pr~sen~ 

{.:ircumstances, and under the bias of a perverted 
Vision and warped judgment. But I would have 
a number ~f Civil suits for damages instituted 
before a Subordinate Judge. Whenever there is 
~ny m~l'k 01 assalollt on the person, this ~ould 

'. 
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at once be shown to an Assistant Surgeon or a 
Medical practitioner of position, and his certificate 

obtained. • 
\Vith earnest prayer that the God of this ancient 

AryanJand will turn our present misfortunes into 
blessiq.gs for future generations, and with prayer 

, . 
too t, ,At Strength and Grace may be given to you 
all tv stand unite~, brave, and firm in this sad 
and undreamt &>f emergency, 

I remalll • 
Yours la love and deepest sympathy 

.-
• 

P. S.-l see that the Magistrate's 10vIllg 
attention has been drawn towards the Mymensing 

> 
City College and the other private educational 
institutions in the town, which appear to have all 

• been practicaly closed on account of the high­
handed proceedings of the authorities~ and threat­
ening letters have been addressed to their Heads. 
I need hardly say that I expect their Managers 
and Committees to be, while respectful, yet finn, 
unflinchJng, and courageous' titude. 

til' ' 
---·~,i 
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