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BRAHMINS AND PARIAHS. 

CHAPTER 1. 

A CONTRAST. 

Two of the principal staples which India produces for 
exportation. m'e opium and indigo. 

one re~ectJ and in-one respect only, opium and 
~ruro resemble each ot.. They are both cultivated by 

a system. of advances, which presents Borne features 
MDI!lOlUUHj identical."· 

In an other respects these vegetable products can only 
be ~ed to be contrasted. . 

QpJmn is.lIntg wmoo is grow~ for traffic with China, 
is that wtfeign medieine" which now pass s through 

~lIIIlJ,Ill_Je CJiitom boUies at a settled duty; indigo is a 
dye, which is very w~lcome at Manchester, and 

~~~~~o~nk betae1icial our relations with 

lJ~ok and Lord Metcalfe, quoted and 
. . Committee 1859. . , 
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system which is of such un unrelaxing character that the 
remuneration to the Ryot has in a quartet of a century 
scarcely varied, while the remuneration for indigo has 
kept puce with th\ increased value of labour, which it has 
itself tended to create, and is now three times the amount 
which it was thirty-five years ago. * Indigo has cleared 
the jungle and turned the wildernesd into corl\-fields, and 
,the lair of the wild beast into villages; while opium 
has only covered rich arable lands with poppies, and 
fixed a system of forced labour akin to slavery u})on the 
ppople. 

In other respects the contrast is still more l'emarkabl~. 
Opium has always been the object of the most tender rare 
to the Government, while the manufacture !olf indigo has < 

always been a thing to be di~couraged, and, if possible, 
destroyed.t The system by whj(·h opium luis been pro­
duced 1ms always been "' eiled from the public eye and 
ex.cluded from all public inqUIries; wIlile the system by 
which indigo is produced has always been made to bear 
the onus of every passing disturbance, and has been, as 
State Papers now prov~, industriously calumniated by the 
agents of the governing Company.t The obligation of the 
Ryots to cultivate opium has been enforced by remedtes 
so summary and by punishments so stringent, that neglect 
or opposition is almost unheard of; while the contracts to 
cultivate indigo have been denuded o~ ali practical legal 
remedy, and the plan~r has been, in this respect, a mere 
outlaw, left to right himself or to suffer wrong, watched . 

* In WiI:l5 the RY.DJ received a rupee for twehe bundles of ~igo 
plants, then it rose to a rupee for ten bundles, then to eight and lX. 
It is now at four bundles the rupee; and as the price of tat.o in­
creases, the price of the plant will still furthCJ: rise. 

t Evidence of Mr. C. Hollings, Indigo C~missioner, 1860. 'Ii. 
dent'e. • 

:t Renort'Of Indis:o Commission. 1.860. 
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liy a police which, as the late Lieutenant-Governor o~ 
Bengal complains,* are the most corrupt body of officials 
which the world has ever seen, and at tIle mercy of .. 
the Bengal secretariat, whose policy has ever bee». 
to harass and oppress those who, in tl1f' language of the 
covenanted servants of the Company, were" interlopers" 
in India.t 

Opium is popular in the public offices of Calcutta; and. 
to any suggestion of the grinding' slavery it fastens upon 
the Ryot, the present Lieut.-Go1-ernor of' Bengal would 
doubtless reply by some phrasf of contempt, such as 
those he has recently adrlressed to the indigo planters, or 
~)y some bold flight of the imagination, such llS those 
which make ... up the last l\J"inutf> he has published. In­
digo, on th~ other hand, after fifty years struggle against 
the officers of the Civil Ser"ice when in its plpnitllde of 
power, seems to be at last upon the verge of extinction. 
In the present Lieut.-Governor of Bengal, the Honour­
able John Peter Grant, it has found an enemy who 
unites those qualities in his public 'functions which are 
npcessary to destroy the constaut ol~ect of tlle hostility 
of the Secretariat of Bengal. At this man's will, and 
a~' would appear to us, for no otber ohject than to satis(y 
the instincts of a traditional hatredJ eight millions of 

* Sir F. llalliday's Minute on the Police. 
t See Minute upon the Complahlt of the Bengal Indigo Planters' 

As~ociation passim 
. ~"2692. Mr. CAMl'BELL ] Whnt mav be the annllal value of the 
inldProdueed in Indll~? -The, nlue of t';e indIgo produced 111 Bengal 
an e Uppl'r Pr('vinc('s may be fror. £2,000,000 to ztn,IHKl,oOO per 
an , varying with the extent of the crops and the mal ket price of 
tn , rticle. 

~
I 693. Is that all produced by English capital and skill, and enter. 

pr' ,Nineteen-twentle!lh~ of it is produced by Bl'iti.,h capltnl And skIll. 
~f !l~. You h!H e stated that the annllal value of mdlgo produced is 

from £2,000,000 to £3,000,0' 0: what Illny be the vlne oj the proper-
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British capital are to be destroyod; an annual trade of 
£2,000,000 is to cease out of India; a population of' at 
least a million native labourers are to be cast (.oUt of em­
ploy;· and the whole class of planters, who are now re­
claiming the wilderness, c~ple, curing the 
sick) relieving the starving, upholding the falling, and 
accustoming the suspicious native to associate all these 
blessings with employment under an European-all this 
class is to be ruined and driven forth, while Mr. J. P. 
Grant, like a Russian general superintending the depor­
tation of Tartars £I·om the CrimeR, affects to weep over' 
the ruins and to deplore the necessity. 

This is, in n, few words, the complaint which the plant­
ers of TIfugal make to theiIc countrymen -in England. 
The. present Lieut.-Governor of Beng·al has, sent forth 
the word for their annihilation. In a country" here 
capital is so searce that every poyment" must always be 
made beforehand -in a country where Government is a 
despotism, and the nutiye looks upon the ruler for the 
moment as supreme dnd irresistihle,-the Lieut.-Governor 
has caused. the people to understand, that in all matters 
connected with the growth of indig·o he will abide by the 
Ryots, and will hold them harmless against the planter; . ' 

ties producing this indigo, and do they helong entirely to English capi­
talists ? - The value of the properties, including the 'utnees, talooks, 
and zemindaries throughout India, may be from £7,O{)O,OOO to 
.£8,OUO,000 varying with the value of money and prire of illdigo, and 
entirely held by English settlers and capitalists. 

"269.). Has this capital and property been acquired by mpu who have 
gone to India With nothing but that capital which /l Eu~epenn carries 
everywhere. namely, perseverance. industry, and skill 1-Yes-Evidence 
of Mr. J. P. Wisc, Oolonization Oommittee,2nd Report, p. 4l. 

• In the ploughing season of I t'59, before the interference of the 
present Lieut.-Governor, the indigo fa.ctories of R. Watson and Co. had 

. J 7,000 ploughs at work, and upwards of lOO,Of)U men engaged in the 
I~uttivation and manufactures incident to their concerns. This is the 
lret\ll'u of one firmealone. 
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that when his own magistrates shall decide in fav~ur. 
of the planter, he will set'aside their decisions; and that 
even Acts of Council shall be to him no impediment to 
the pursuit of his own policy, for that" he will cause his 
magistrates to give them what il.lterpretation he inny 
please. In a country where there is no law to compel 
the observance of a multitude of small indigo contracts; 
where the native courts are costly, dilatory, and corrupt,. 
and the police are admitted, even by their employers, to 
be an organized gang of extortioners; where the planter 
can rely only upon his moral infhIence for obtaining his 
own, and the subtle Hilldoo and more cJ'afty Mussulman 
·who have pocketed the price of thf'ir labour, are eager to 
seize any ex.euse for avoiding their obligations ;-in such 
a country, and in.,lmch a condition of circumstances as 
these, the Lieut.-Governor causes, or wilfully suffers the 
belief to go forth, that Government is desirous that the 
cultivation of indigo shall cease.· When the natural 
result happel1~, and his victims complain, Mr. Grant re­
plies with sneers and. by insolent l'et@rence to the publicly 
disproved slanders which were cast upon a forrlJer gene-

* In dealing '\\ith their own opium ryots, the Gmernment has been 
,cry careful to avoid the course which they h8"e Ildopted with the in­
digo ryots. So far from exciting them by proclamations, they have ever 
sedulously refrained from any enqniry as to their grievances. When 
the opium ryots murmured and nlmost rebelled, ~ir. Farquharson did 
not Issue Commissions or l11Ulte Pl rwannahs. He reported: ., I am 
avcrse to call for general informlltioll from the Districts without abso­
lute necessity. There is no keeping such calls secret, and their spread 
always does harm 111 exciting hope or eneonragirlg vam expectation. 
There can be no doubt in the mud of anyone of the filet my Simple 
fltatement conveys, every sort of country produce being Mw nt·arly 
dCtllble what it WM three )ears Ilgo, anu labour proportionately high." 

A very trifling increas(' was gi\en, aud the r1~ing storm "as hu-hed. 
This was how the discGntents of the opium ryots were met. We 
blinll see, presently, how Mr. Gfllllt interfered, not to qnench, but 
to fan into flame a slnl1lar smouldt·ring discontent among the indigo 
notl>. 
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ration of planters; and when he 18 charged with absolute 
ignorance of the industry with -which he is mischievously 
meddling, he replies that he knows the subject well, and 
that his knowledge is derived from having, twenty-five 
yea'" ago, digested a series of ex parte charges made by 
the civilians against the planters. * 

This great l)ublic officer has produced an effe:::t which 
~amlot be comprehended in England. If an English 
minister could be found so insane as to declare that 
debtors had much to complain of in the obduracy of their 
creditors, and that the law ought not to give facilities to 
make labourers complete contracts for which they have 
received the stipulated remuneration, buch a declaration 
would cause a wry modifie~ mischief. The minister 
would disappear before the indignation of the public, aud 
the debtors, and repudiating labourers would soon come 
to learn that the law is stronger than the word of the 
minister. But in Illdia there are no courts that can meet 
these cases in the :Mofussil, and Mr. Grant has laboured 
that there shall be ntIle. Mr. Grant's hint was taken 
all oyer the country. The Ryots firmly believe that Go­
verment is avert'le to indigo cultivation, and will support 
them in the repudiation of their contracts. An extensive 
jaquerie has been the consequence. The Uyots arose 
tumultuously, and not only refused to sow indigo, but, 

* See Minute upon the Complaint of the Indigo Planters' AS50cill 
tion, par. 14. Mr. Grant says-" I remember say~ng that I had fll'Vt'r 
had any experience in an indigo dibtrict; and I hale 110 dout-t that I 
disclaimed 1111 knowledge on thf' subject of iudigo from pe~sonal obstr­
vation. But I lun sure that I did not say that I had no knowledge 'on 
'he subject derived from others. 1 knew perfectl) well native opinion 
on the subject; and I had had a peculiar opportunity of becoming 
more fully acquainted than mObt public servants with the common 
abuses in connexion with indigo, in all districts, so far bark as in J H35, 
when I was employed in digcstlllg a mass of reports from elcry indigo 
distr,ict in BengaL"" 
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persuaded that they had the Government at their back, 
··attacked the planters. It has always been found easy to 

arouse debtors against creditors, whether at Rome, where 
the plebeians were always ready to wipe off their scores 
with the patricians; or in England, where not much 
rhetoric was necessary to persuade an assault upon the 
Jews; or at Hobra, where the lVIahometan Ryots felt no 
great distaste to attack the house of the one European 

j,
VhO lived among' thrm, to cancel their obligations to 
lim, and to plunder his property. Alarmed at the 

: rising ag!.tinst Europeans which this Lieut.-Governor 
i1wd produced, the Government sent soldiers into the 
Idistricts, which~ even during the mutinies, had remained 
I in unbroken. tranquillity, .and the Lf'giblative Council 

1 
of India passed a law to gi'\"e, for six months, a summary 

, l'(,llled y in case of breaches of contract. The Lieut.­
Governor again interfered to preveut the action of this 
law. He appointed mag-istrates to curry it out who 
were of his 0\\ 11 bias; and when eVPll these magistrates, 
in the presellce of the dung-cr, and impressed by the cir­
cumstances which surrounded them, passed benV'nces 
upon the ring'leaders of th;s social revolution, he inter­
fered with the course of jUbtice, re\ oked the sentences of 
hiK own magistrates, and released the convieted offenders. 
Prompt ruin has fl)l1o" ed thi" condud. Thus protected, 
of course th8 Ryots "illllOt sow, and they" III not per­
mit othrrs to sow, and thPJ \\ in debtroy all that has been 
E.OWll. 1'hey lune been tal1g'ht their pOi'ter of resistance. 
They have Ip:Ll'ned from Mr. Grant how to repudiate 
their cOlltl'nctd to sow indig·o. That they should have 
stoPI)ed hrre would have been ('ontrary to human nature, 
or, at least, such nutul'PS us "e are denling' with. They 
are uow acquiring of ~hembeh e~ the kIlo\\ ledge of t.he 
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. difficulty of recovering rents. The last news is, that they 
are refusinO' to pay rents to the factory holders even for' 
the rice la~ds they hold under them. And thi~ wise act 
of throwing all the rural districts of Bengal int.o confu~ 
sion is taken by the Government at a time when we are 
introducing new taxes, and when the GoVerIlllJfmt offi­
cials are making overtures to the country gel1tif'men of 

. India, to the indigo planters dwelling in the MofuElsil, to 
aid them-for without their aid it can nevel' be done-in 
the assessment of the iucome tax. Meanwhile Mr. J. 
P. Grant looks on ", ith a pleasant chuckle, gently impels 
the "hole e1as<; of « interlopers" towurds the inevitable 
predpicPJ E>ces with the eye of hope the l'e-installation of 
his class in its old pxc1u'SivPIH'FS of l)(lw('r and snpremacy, 
and pharisaically deplores the "tlCcesslty of destroying so 
beneficial a body of traders. 

This is the charge which, before the people of England, 
we bring Ilg'ainst the Honourable Jolin P eter Grant, 
and which \\'e ask th£' l\linistr,r, the Houses of Parlifl­
ment, and the Country, to entertain and inquire into. 

Weare now to prove tlwRe allegations. 
It win be necessary, for this purpose, to inform tht> 

public mind upon IIlany matters with which it iFl not £'1-
miliar, and to make om countrymrn feel, if possible, some 
touch of the social atmosphere of our Eastern empire. 
To pile together mere. fact~ and figures without arrange­
ment or illustratioll, would only be to prodUCe a state­
ment of' intolerable tediousness, which few would read, 
and by which no one, who does not already know India, 
eould be instructed. 'Ve will attemp~, by dividing our 
subject into headings, to lead the reader more easily up, 
step by step, to the height from which he may overlook 
t~ whole iniq,!ity. 
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CHAPTEU II. 

THE COVENAN'l'ED SEUV ANT AND THE U IN1'EULOPEU." 

l'I' is very difficult foT' any Englishman to quite realize 
~o himself what a covenanted servant was, and, indeed, 
still is, in India. \Ve insist upon taking our notion of 
these men from what we see of thenl in this country. 
'V p adopt the nabob in" Gilbert Gurney," ·with llis in­
dolenre and .durtility, anu.his pet rattlesnakes, as a type 
of the class; or we fix in our memory some club bore, 
whose irritable temper and imperious manner to the ser­
vants make the room "" hich he chooses to infest u~in­
habitable to the quipt members of the club. Or we 
imagine a testy old g'entleman .wrapped up in flnnnel, in 
a house in Bahr Street, and sl'olding a tremhling but 
expectant half-score of llephe\\ sand nieeps. Bitt with 
notions like these in our heads we shn11 ne~(>r arrive at 
an undershmding of this indigo. question. I t has, we 
believe, Iwppenf'd that a retired civilian was rntller cnt 
among his English acquaintances because he had hom,ted 
proudly that he had been (( a collector" in the East. 
His ignorant fi'iends imagined, thnt instead of having 
been a despotic and pl'u(·tirully irresponsible sovereig11 
over a country larger than England, he had gone about 
with a book and all ink-bottle collecting dues froUl door 
to door. 'Ve musl, however, have a better idea than 
this of the" pucka civilian ., before we can have the least 
inkling of any Eustem question. rrhe w~rn and deCI;epit 
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invalid whom we see about London is no more like the 
Civil servant of the East, in his pride and in Ius power, 
than is the lion of the forests of the Atlas, reposing in 
bis strength, or crushing in his spring, like the harmless, 
and rather mangy beast who does duty as the type of' 
his race in an English menagerie. In the early days of 
the Indian empire our civilian went out from England a 
}llere boy, and he found himself at onre a member of a 
dominant and privileged class. 'rhe millions of Hin­
dustan all bowed themselves to the dust before him. If e. 
was taught-and how soon is such a lesson learnt-to 
consider himself a superior being' to those nround him. 
As the common phraBe in India run;:, he was one of the 
heaven-born:* ns a recent oflY'ial report expresses it, ht' 
was one of " the nobility of Indilt." After a few years 
of subordinate office, with a sabry greater than that of 
gr~y-headed barristers in judicinl positions at home, he 
became, in some far-away province, the pro-consul of the 
great Rovereign Company. He had no knowledge of 
law, either in its principles or its practice, yet he snt in 
judgment on ten millions of mankind, and Indian princes 
'were his s~itorb. H~ knew little, if any thing, of the 
principles of finance, y€;t he ndministered the finances as 
well as the judicial functions of his province. He was 
ignorant of the habits and customs of the people, and he 
had a bare smattering of their l:mguage, yet his fiat was 
practically without appeal in nIl cuses, from a contest 
between two farmers to the confiseution of the possessions 
of an ancient line of princes. He was irJ·esponsible. No 

* This term should have been" heaven-taught," for, as we learn from 
old letters, it was adnpted in sneering allusion to the facility with which 
civilians passed from the functions of eler.ks to those of judges, governors, 
legislators, and fiuanriers, without any special education fOjlny of these 
dutit;s. The 5) stel~, however, is llOW in a transitioll state. 
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crime, however great, could ever be proved against him •• 
In the history of the Oompany there is scarcely an in­
stance of a " senior merchant," or a" collector," having 
been publicly or privately dismissed the service. If he 
fail€'d to make satisfactory financial returns he was re­
moved to a less lucrative province, but this was the only 
crime known to the Company. If he provoked an ex­
pensive insurrection he was censured; but mere acts o~ 
despotism followed by no .pecuniary loss to the Oompany 
had no guilt in their eyes. The press was gagged; there 
was no European public opinion; the echoes of great 
atrocities waxed faint, as they came across the ocean 
.and vaguely fell upon the ears of Englishmen at home: 
he was a gI:eat despot fo~ good or for bad as the case 
mig'ht happen. There was a general notion here that 
the returned "nabob's" life had been a series of crimes 
and horrol's, but no one ever knew any particulars. Lord 
Clive, whose most conspicuous civil quality was the dis­
gust with '\\ hich he Inoked upon the corruption by which 
he was surrounded, was called" the wicked Lord Olive;" 
other less famous old Indians also had theIr evil reputa­
tions; but the mere "senior-merchant" Dr " collector" 
was safe in Ilia insignificance when he had reached this 
country - a Verres of this degree was too obscure to call 
forth a Oicero. 

To tell how this power was abused is unnecessary. 
As a rule, such absolute power never yet was obtained 
without being abused. Exceptions there doubtless were 
of honourable men, who, so fJr as their imperfect infor­
mation enabled them to do so, used their tremendous 
power only to do what they believed to be justice. India 
is even now fil1ed with traditions of enormities which, 
seen thro.h the medium of great distance, are remem-
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bered only in a ludicrous BE-nse, the wickedness being 
sunk in the absurdity. Those" nabobs" were but too 
often extortionate governors and corrupt judges. They 
shook the pagoda tree as violently as they could, and 
they made haste to become rich and to quit the country. 
But they were "the nobility of India." The natives, 
from the Nawab to the Coolie, were in the language of 
those days "niggers:" the king's army, and even the 
king's judges, were an inferior ~lass to tl1emselves;* but 
the few straggling settlers who had found their W.1Y from 
England without being decorated with the Company's 
covenant were very far beneath the "niggers." They 
were Pariahs, the lowest of the low. 

Why do we go back to tho~e days anterior to 1814? 
Not, certainly, to fasten the crimes of those early tyrants 
upon the civilians of the present day. 'Ve would not 
disgrace ourselves or our cause by following the example 
of our Lieut.-Governor, whu in his apology, insinuates 
what he dares nut assert, by taunting the planters in a 
sneering way with the disturbances which sometimes 
happened in a former generation, but which, a8 his own 
Commissioners have shewn; have very long since been 
obsolete. t N or do we seek to cast any suspicion upon 

It is only within a few weeks that the .Judges of the Supreme 
Court have been obliged to protest in tht'ir places against the lI\solent 

laud contemptuous terms app,lied to them by Mr. Eden before the Indigo 
Commission. 

t "There are," says Mr. Grant in his Minute, "no affrays, no forci­
ble entries, and unlawful carrying off of crops and cattle, no ploughing 
up of other men's lands, no destruction of trees and houses, no unlaw­
ful flogging and confinement in godowns, now rt'ported. Even the 
dfence of kidnapping Ryots Sf'ems almost arrest~d." 

Now let us contrast this with the report of Mr. Grant's own Secre­
tary, who, looking back for thirty years to recapitulate all the rural 
crimes that have happened among 20,000,000 of peop~ drew that 
" Report of the In~igo Oommission" which has just rea~ England. 
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the Civil service, as a bod"j, that they are actuated by 
any SQrdid views, or by any worse motives than those of 

Mr. Seton Karr and a Missionary, and another Civil servant, and a 
native, thus report upon these calumnies (pars. 85 to 88):- ' 

'e Of actual destruction of human life, comparatively few cases of late 
1£'al'8 have been brought to ollr knowledge, as proved; Rnd we have no 
wish to lay great stress on a list of forty-nine aenoIU CQ/It!' which are 
shewn to have occured over a period of thirty years in different part. of 
the country, because violent affrays, ending in homicide or wounding, 
Rre, we are happy to say, of not nearly such frequent occurrence a, 
they U8ea to be; and affrays are not peculiar to indigo planting. 
They occur eflUally where the plant iB not grown. 

" From tbe returns supplied by thll magistrates of some of the most 
important districts for the last five years, some of which are entirely 
blank, it is quite clear that investigations into those fights between tht! 
adherent, of Zemindar [not RyotJ and planter, which used to carry 
desolation, terror, and demoralization into a dozen villages at a time, no 
longer disfigure oJir criminal annall]. to the extent they used to do. Even 
in N uddea, as will be seen from tIle return, the cases were few in tM 
year8 precedtng 1859 and lRfiO." [When Mr. Grant's proclamations 
began to excite the populace.] "Some of tbis good result is, no doubt, 
due to the working of Act IV. of 1840, for giving summary possession 
of lands; to the law for the e:taction of recognizances and security 
against apprehended brearhes of the peace, namely Act V. of 1848; 
and to the establishment of subdivisions with convenient circles of 
jurisdiction. A good deal is owing also to the acquisition by planters 
of rights in lands, and to the peace and quiet which usually follow such 
acquisition, as far as affrays aod fights are cOllcerned; but something 
also is due to the better skill and management of factoriI,IJ generally, 
and, we doubt not, to the good sense and good feeling of the nIOSt. 
influential planters. 

Cl Affrays carried out with premeditation, on a large scale, by means 
of hired clubmen, we are thus happy to pronounce rMe it, 80me dis­
trict8, ana in others unknown. 

" Then, as to the burning of bazaars and houses, we bave a clear 
admission from a gentleman whose character entitles hIm to great respect 
(A. 6iO), that he 'has known of such acts j' but no well-proved instance 
of this sort bas been brought to our notice in any oral evidence. In one 
or two instances mentioned to us, when a fire took place, it was a matter 
of doubt whether its origin was not accidental; and we cannot, there­
fure, but acquit the planters, as a bv1Y, of any practice of the sort, 
though we do not mean to say that cases of arson do not occur in Lower 
Bengal, in consequence of indigo disputes. .A crime of this kind 
would, from its very openness, attract attention, and should be sus­
ceptible of the cle&rest proof." 

After fiudi.that only one case of "knocking down houses" had 
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prejudice, and class-arrogance; but we are trying to 
make the English public understand the traditional anta­
gonism of the Oivil Service to all European settlers, nnd 
we must, for that purpose, refer to the Oivil servant 1IS 

he was when the Oompany was ab~olute. 
It is easy to comprehend how n despot of this kind, 

whether using his power for good or for ill, would detest 
the appearance of an Enropean in his kingdom, In 
effect, nothing was more dreaded, either by civilian or 
by the Oompany. The records of early days have now 
been published, and they are full of the anxiety of the 
Civil Service to keep European ('yes and ears fur away 
from them. In 1775, Mr. Francis declared, in a formal 
Minute, (( that Europeans i~l Bengal, beYQnd the num­
ber the services of Government required, are an useless 
weight and embarrassment to the Government, and an 
injury to the country, and that they are people to whoII' 
no encouragemeut should be given." In 1792 the Com­
panyassured l .. ord Cornwallis that the licences to g'o to 
India should" not exceed five or six, or, at the utmost, 
ten" every year. In 1818, "John Jebb and James 
Pattison/'Esquires," on the part of the Company, made 
an elaborate remonstrance to Mr. Canning against the 

been brought forwllrd, and tllat that had been taken into court, and the 
sentence of the magistrate reversed in the Sudder in favour of the 
planters, the report proceeds-

" As to outrages on women, which, more than any other act. Dlight 
offend the prejudice and arouse tho vindictiveness of a peoplr notoriously 
sensitive as to the honour of their families, we are happy to declare that 
our most rigid inquiries could bring to light only one case of the kind. 
And when we came to examine into its foundation, so seriously affecting 
the character of one planter, and, through him, the hody of the plant­
ers in a whole district, or as affording any clue to the excitement of the 
past season, we discover~ that there were very reasonable grounds for 
supposing that no outrage on the person of the woman had ever taken 
place," 
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grant by the Government of licenses to go to India, uti, 
among other grievances arising from these licences, t.hese 
g6lltlemen complain that "omong the British residents 
in India, there is a 'strong disposition to assert 'fVhat tlftey 
conceive to be their com~titutional and indefeasible rights, 
a general leaning towards each other, and a common 
jealousy of the authority ?f Government. 

Strange to say, this remonstrance was lost upon Mrt 

Canning, who answered that Parliament, when it gave 
the Board of Control power to grant these Iicenl'.es, 
C( was led to apprehend the existence in the Court of Di­
rectors of a disposition in respect of the granting of these 

. permissions the very reverse of facility and profusion." 
It was in vain that lien of statesmanlike minds at­

tempted to overcome the small trading views of the 
Company, alld to overrule the objections of the distant 
proconsuls; in vain that Sir Charles Metcalfe, in 1829, 
minuted that" he had long lamented that our country­
men in .India were excluded from the possession of land 
and other ordinary rig·hts of peaceable subjects ;". and 
further that "he was convinced that OUf possession of 
India must always be precarious unless we take root by 
having an influential portion of the population attached 
to our Government by common interests and sympathies." 
It was in vain, also, that Lord William Bentinck, in a 
Minute of three months' later date, said, "The sentiments 
expressed by Sit· Charles Metcalfe have my entire con­
currence.t The Company continu"ed to oppose all coloni-

... To see tbis terror of "interlopl'rs" funy pourtrayed, tbe-l'e1\del' 
should refer to a volume published by Messrs. Thacker, !'lpink, !lnd Co., 
of Calcutta (185-4), under the title of .. Papers relating to thl' Settle-­
mt'nt of Eur<\peans in bdia," where all the correspondence cited above 
i. set forth . 
• t" Papers relating to Settlement of EUrOpl'AnS in India," p. 39. We 
cannot afford to omit the tt)stimony of this great Vovernor-GenerJU to 

R 
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zation in India, using this word" colonil,ation" as a pre­
posterous figment, as they did indeed to the last, and as 

the usefulness of the planters, even in that early day, and to tlleir genehl 
jonOCl.'Dce of the charges calumniously brought against them by the 
Company and its servants. It occurs in the same Minute quoted above. 
Lord Willil,\m Bentinck says-

"It has been Bupposed that many of the indigo planters, resident in 
the interior, have misconducted themselves, acting oppressIvely towards 
the natives, and with violencp and outJage towards each other. Had 
tbe case been so, I must still have thought it just to make l.uge allow­
ances for the peculiar position in which they stood. They have been 
denied permission to hold lands in their own names. They llave been 
driven to evasion, which has rendered it difficult for them to establish 
their just claims hy legal means, as they have had to procure the plant 
required by them through a system of advances, which, in all branches 
of trade, is known to occasion much embllrrassment, and to lead to much 
fraud. They have fQssessed no sufficient means of preventing the . 
encroachment of riva establishments, still less flf recovering their dues 
from needy and improvident Ryots. i'i'urther, we must not forget that 
the restrictions imposed upon the resort of Europeans to this count .. y 
have operated to compel the houses of business otten to employ persons 
in the management of their concerns in the interior whom they would 
not have employed if they had had a wider !Wope of choice. It would 
not be wouderful if abuses should be found to have prevaiIed"under such 
ciroumstances, or If th£" weakness of the law should have sometimes led 
to violence in the assertion of real or supposed rights. But under all the 
above circumstances of disadvantages, the result of my inquiries is, a 

dirm pcrsnasion (contrary to the conclusions I had previously been dis­
~osed to draw) that the occasional misconduct of the planters is as 
· nothing when (.ontrasted with the sum of good they have diffused around 
Ithem. In this, as in other cases, the exceptions have 80 attracted atten­
tion, as to be mistaken for a fair index of the general course of things. 
Breaches of tlul peace being necessarily brought to public notice. the 
individual instances of misconduct appear under the most aggravated 
colours; but the numerous nameless acts, by which the prudent and 
orderly, while quietly pursuing their own interests, have contributed to 
the nation"al wealth: and tg the comfott of those around them, are 
unnoticed or unknown. I am assured that much of the agricultural 
improvement which many· of ollr districts exhibit, may be directly 
~raced to the indigo plante I s therein settled; and that, as a general truth. 
it may be stated (with the exceptions which in all general truths 
require to be mad1l), that every factory is, in its degree, the centre of a 
· circle of improvemeltt, raising the perBons employed in it and the 
· inhtlbitants of the immediate vicinity, above the general level. The 
lbenefit i~ the iudividual cnse~ may not be c?nsiderable, but it seems to 
Ihe suffiCIent to shew what might be hoped from a more liberal and eft­
light~ned system." 
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the Civil Service does now.' As to the Civil servants, do 
English squire ever looked with more disgust upon a 
notorious poacher walking through the preserves, his 
audacity legalized by Ii footpath, than did a "Civil ser 
vant" upon an "uncovenanted European" coming ir.to 
the Mofussil protected by his licence. He was a ne..­
power. Not very formidable, indeed, was this poor in­
terloper to the great aggregate mammoIlrworshipper, or 
to the despotic master of the surrounding populatIon. 
In those early days he was only there by sufferance of 
the Government at Calcutta, for he could not go eleven 
miles from Calcutta for pleasure or business without a 
passport; his licence might at any time be withdrawn, 
and himself deported to "England, because he had "in­
curred the displeasure of the Government," without 
further reason assigned. While dwelling in the Mofussil 
he was obliged to bribe the police annually to g'ive him a 
character, and his only security was to keep as quiet as 
possible. But still he was to the "Civilian" a symbol of 
freedom, of criticism, and even of publicity. He always 
suspected in him 'c a strong disposition to u!:?sert what he 
must conceive to be his constitutional and indefeasible 
rights," and, even worse still, to tell the princes and pea-

lSants around of their rights. As time grew on, our 
civilian found himself under the eye of a man not 80 

easily removable as b~re, who,. when he \Vat corrupt, 
could penetrate the corruption of his acts, and who, al­
though he was certain not to be believed at Calcutta, 
would make a noise about them. Later still, when prac­
tically the planter could no longer be deported in a Oom­
pany's ship, the "interloper" was found telling' the 
natives that it was no part of their .duty to find the col­
lector gratis with bearers and refresh~ents w hen he 

n 2 
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passed through their villages, lil..e a monarch on a pro­
gress; and the Ryots round the indigo factory were even 
encouraged to tell til, mighty lord that he must pay for 
his supplies like a common mortal. Mr. Dalrymple, a 
partner in, and for many ye~rs manager of, Messrs. 
\Vatson and Co.'s factories, recollects the first instance of 
this refusal. 

" It has happep-ed in those more modern days, that a few 
years after /::lome outrageously unjust sentence in a dis­
pute between a planter and a neighbouring Zemindar, the 
planter came into the management of the Zemindar's 
property, acting for his heirs, and found among his papers 
a Bond for a very large sum of money, given by the very 
judge who had delivered the ir.iquitous sentence. Roth 
Zewiudar and ju3ge are dead, but the bond and the 
planter are still in existence. 

This was the positioll of the civilian and the interloper 
in the Mofussil--n traditional state OJ antagonism. 'l'hus 
it has ooen, broken, of course, by individual exceptions, 
to the present day. Even that eminent" pucka civilian," 
Mr. Hawkil!s, who has run the whole course of Indian 
offices, and has been magistrate, judge, collector, session­
;udge, commission.{'r of excise and revenue, and lastly, a 
'Judge of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut-even that emi­
nent covenanted servant, in his evidence before the "Co­
~onizatiol1 of· India Oommittee, 1 fit5S;' acknowledges and 
regrets the estrangement of the settlers and the Com­
pany's officers, and attempts to account in Ii mild official 
way for the false opinions which each class has of the 
other. "I believe," he says, "that the indigo planters 
and "the Civil servants do take a view of each other, which 
is perhaps forced up~n them from the positions which they 
occupy, which is very unfortunate. The indigo planter 
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VeTY often lives at 8 distance from the station, and is ne"er 
beard of except he appears in eourt for doing something 
contrary to law; and the judge g'lfs the idea that every 
indigo planter is an obRtreperous gentleman. The indigo 
planter hears of the judge, not as the judge actually is, 
but as his agent reports him to the indigo planter, and he 
very often imposes upon both; he imposes upon the in­
digo planter, and gives as his reason for the dismissal of a 
case in court that the judge had acted unjustly, or that 
the judge did so anrl so, or that he wanted so and so; 
they are both represented to each other in false lights. 
But this kind of thing is forced upon us by the difficulties 
of our position.;' " 

Mr. Hawkins denies tilat the Com,iany's officers have 
any prejudice against this" obstreperOtis gentlema~," and 
he is so condescending as to admit, in opposition to what 
Calcutta believes to be the declared opinion of Mr. J. P. 
Grant, that "he has known a number of indigo planters 
who are perfect gentlemen, fit associates for anybody." 
He says, also, that of the grievances of the planters, 
(: the chief is the police system, and the Ryst~m of judicial 
administration,· to which the settlers say they object." 

'" "2654. Have you individually suffered from the ~onsequences of 
fldministration such as you have described 7-1 have st'riousiy suffered; 
snd by way of illustrating the working of the system, I may proceed to 
narrate a few instances. In the year 1833-4 the estat~ of lJuldakal, in 
the Tipperah district, was pht up for 8al~ for arrears of revenue. I 
became the purchaser, and deposited the amount rt'qnired by the law in 
bank notes and Company's paper, pending the commissioner of re­
venne's apllroval of the sale: and on that officer's doing so, I paid into 
the Treasury of Commillah the whole amount, 1,15,OUO rupees, and 
received the collector's order to tuke possession of the estate. I may 
observe, at th ~t time the law permitting Europeans to hold lands in India 
had not been promulgated; but it had passed all the preliminary stages, 
80 J wa!l oblrged to get the permission of Government in aoticipation 
to hold the estate: tUs was immediately granted by Sil' Charles Met­
calfe, then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The .x-Zemindar appealed 
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That is to say, the judge's police persecute him;, and ex· 
tort :trom him, and his CQurt affords him no remedy ; yet 
the judgre is ~ot the~memy of the planter! The feeling 
of the Civil Service or India, with regard to the settler, 
is apparent in this, that an eminent civilian, one of the 
best and most liberal-minded of his class, speaks of it as 
no special discouragement to British settlers, that they 
s~lOuld live under the pest of a set of protected native ex­
tortioners, and that they should be practically outlawed in 

to the Board of Revenue against the sal(', and the Board had the power 
to reverse it upon any legal grounds: the petition was sent by the Board 
back to the commissioner for his opinion, and that commiSsioner was 
Dot the same who had previously npheld the 8aJe, but the collector of 
Ch"ittagong, temporarily put in charge of the commissioner's office, and 
he recommended the reversal of the fJIlle, upon grounds utterly un­
founded, and in contrAntion of the law. First, he said the estate had. 
been sold '\\ ithout making it known that the subordinate tent!res had 
lapsed: this was not required, as the Permanent Settlement Laws of' 
1793 declare this; and every tenant knows it, and one instance of such a 
notice before a sale could not be shewn. Secondly, because the petition 
stated the estate had been soJd at or towards iunset: this was purely 
false. 8S the sale took place in open cutcherry, abou~ 12 o'clock. 
Thirdly, that the collector was a relative of mine. and had favoured me 
by accepting Company's paper 88 b6CUrity for my bid: this, again, was 
incorrect; but the acting commissioner did not give himself the trouble 
of duly inquiring. His thoughts turned upon benefitting the Govern­
ment, for he reported that it would be fair to the under tenants to give 
greater publicity: and that, as the estate was a very valuable one, he 
would, in recommending the reversal of this sale, advise the purchase of 
it on bebalf of Government at the next sale. The Board adopted the 
recommendation, find illegally dispossessed me of a valuable property, 
and purchased it on the next sale-day, and that estate is now held by 
Government. . 

"2655. Sir Erikine Parry.] What did they purchase it at ?-Merely 
the difference of the increased revenue up to the date of sale • 

• , 2656. Chairman.] Have you suffered in any other case besides that 
which you have mentioned ?-1 ha\'e suffered, in connexion with other 
matters in several ways. * • * Europeans f\f education and cha­
racter have not been encouraged to take the appointments of deputy ma­
gistrates; natives of family, and fortune, and respectability, have not 
been selected, but worn-ont darogahs, of doubtful reputation, and others 
physically unfit, have been chosen for these most important situations." 
-Evi,dence of Mr. ¥'Nair. 
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all civil cases. Mr. Hawkins cannot help dropping into 
the track of thought in which his ideas have flowed all his 
life. He is too wise to say, "The zwtwork of corruption 
is good enough for the nigger, and what is good enougb 
for the nigger is good enough for these settlers ;" and 
perhaps he does not acknowledge to himself that he 
thinks 80, hut this peeps out as the active spirit of his evi­
dence. 

One authenticated anecdote is better than a thousand 
general propositions, but unfortunately we cannot expand 
our proofs, as the Colonization Committee has done, into 
four folio volumes. We must again throw into a foot 
note Mr. Dalrymple's account of his dealings with the 
police and with a districttlllagistrate.* 

• Mr. J. R. Dalrymple is asked by the Committee-
"3194. On what grounds, from your experience. do you com'plain of 

the 8tat~ of the police at present ?-They are extortionate; they are 
corrupt m every sense of the word; they extort from all classes, and get 
up fahe cases; they instigate quarrels; they instigate both the lower 
orders, over whOlo they have great power, and also the Zemindars, to 
quarrel, and principally with Europ~ans. 

"3195, Have you had personal experience of that ell.tqrtion and cor-
ruption 1-1 have. • 

"3196, Could you briefly and clearly give us a specimen of !luch cor­
ruption and extortiou which you yourself have undergone ?-Yes, in the 
case of a darogah: he applied to me for allowance, which he said he had 
been in the habit of receiving from the former proprietor of a concern that 
we had just purchased. It was on onr taking possession the man came 
to me for money. I refused to give it him, and he was dissati.sfied. 
Shortly afterwards he left the district; but before the manufat'turillg 
season commenced, the most particular time of the whole year for an 
indipo planter, when the river is min.,!, he was re.appointed to the 
statIOn. He again applIed for the money, and 1 still refused: we had 
only worked a few da; Ii when he shut the factories, by preventing the 
people from working, He C8m~ to me in the evening and 8bked for his 
money agaia, and after much consideration, and set'ing that the concerns 
were stopped througt his opposition, I gave him a certain sum of money-. 
the sum of £.50. We got on very well tm the manufacturing was about 
closing again, when ht' demanded the blllance of what he said was due to 
him, and I again positl\'ely re/used; he completely t¥tut tiff' jactori48, and 
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Hearing such cases as these, well might a Oommittee 
of the House of CommonS' wonder at the continued sur· 

we did not work another 'day after that: the plant went all1/!t1.der tlJattr, 
and I Aad only recourse to a f1/agi,atrate, 54 miles distant. I ~ent to t!)e 
magistrate, and he happened to be from h~me: be was out ,m the dis­
trict. It was ten days before I had a hearlDg. After hellnng me, he 
called for the darogah. The dlU'ogah came to the station, ac('omp~~ied by 
the working people and small cultivators, and presented a petition as 
from them against me, accusing me of murder, arson, rape, and every 
ofi't'nee that could be committed, and the magistrate took up the case; 
but, on allowing me to cross-examine them, they got confused, /lnd said 
they did not even know what was in tbe body of their petition, and they 
acknowledged that tIle prtition had been written by one of tht lower 
officers olthe t1lannab. POT' 18 montks my case against the derogah 
for extortion was undecided, and I had se\'eral trips to Kishnagur, 
being {'Illled in by the magistrate, and no bearing was given, and the 
magl~trnte was shortly after removed; and 'i new magistrate carol', and 
lie called up the case, and decided it, I""ithout giving me any notice or 
calling for any of the witnesses. He exculpated tile darogah, "e· 
appointed him to a~ther dation, and recommended 01(' Government that 
I should be severely pumshed for having acknowledged bnbl'fl,q the dlt­
rogah.. We lost a very large slim from not belOg able to work off the 
plant. 

" 3197. Was it the original sum of £60 which you gave the darogah, 
to which the magibtl'ate referred ?-Yes j that was the money I gave 
him to allow the workmen to come to the factories: we lost many 
thon~nnd rupees besides that,)n being unable to work oft' the plant. 

"3198. How was the darogah exculpated? -=Merely that the magis­
trate di.beliefed. the statement, and said that I should not have bribed 
a policeman. 

"3199. On wh'lt ground dId the magistrate find you guilty of bribing 
the dar('gah ?-011 my own acknowledgment that I had given him the 
£60. I made a statement of the whole of the facts as they took place. 

"3200. Supposing you had not given the £60, what loss would you 
probably have incurred ?-We lost abont £2000 eventually, 

" 3:.W I. What would have been the loss if you had not paid tbat -£60 ? 
-About £6000. 

" 3202. ,Mr. W. Van8ittart.] In fact you bribed the darogah exactly 
one year:s salary: they get 50 rupees a month ?-No, they got 30 rupees 
at that tIme. 

"3203. Then you gave him two yeBis' salary?-It may be: I know 
that be was in the habit of receiving 150 rupees a month from the fac­
tories before we purchast'd them. 

"320l. OhairmanJ In what year did this happen ?-It is some 
twenty years ago; but it is a common thing to this day • 

.. 3205. Do you ~ve this case as a 80lihrv i""tance, or as a general 
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viv1t1 of any British capital and industry against such· 
odds. 

" Nothing," say the Committee in their Report," more 
" strongly impresses an inqujrer into the foundation and 
" progress of our Indian Empire than the contrast which; 
" as regards British residence, it presents to our other 
"dependencies. While £tee settlement, as in the neigh­
" bouring island 'of Ceylon~ has formed the basis of our­
" colonial system, and the cause of its prosperity, the 
" exclusion of free settlers has marked the origin and the 
" progre.3s of our Indian Government. Statesmen, indeed, 
" like Lord William Bentinck and Lord Metcalfe, saw, in 
"the future increase of British settlers, the only per­
" manent prosperity of British Indin; and English, and 
" even Indian opinion, has gradually follo,¥ed in the track 
" of thOE~e more observant and profounder minds. Even 
" now, although the principle of free settlement has been 
"~cognised by Dritish legislation, trace.~ qf the old ex­
" clusi'Vc system m'e said to linger still. Though they may 
" be removed in fact, they arc stated to exist in feeling. 
" Thus we are told hy a very competent witn~s, that a 
" , cold shade is thrown over European adventurers in 
" India;' and by another, that a feeling of' dislike to 
,. settlers' exists among civilians; that the civilians, as 
"distinguished from the settlers, are 'too much of a 
" caste;' and that the covenanted service is, ' as it were, 
" the nobility of India.' " 

Such have been ttIc British Brahmins of India and the 

specimen of what may occur to a gelltleman situated as you have been, 
in the part of Bengal with which you are familiar 1- I have known 
many such cases . 

.. 3206.-Up to the present time? - Up to the preaent time. 
"3207. In the long time you have been in the country have you 

marked any improvement in the state of the police !-INo, not generatly. 
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British Pariahs of I nelia. 88, Wter ~ inquiry, their 
conditions have been dewloped by the impartial judgment 
of a Committee of English gentlemen. 

The unceasing effort of the white Brahmin hRs been to 
·exterminate the white Pariah. In the last century he 
shut him out from India altogether. When he could no 
longer keep the door entirely .losed against him, he still 
openly avowed his dislike of him, and placed every im­
pediment to his winning his way into the Mofussil." When 
he had made good his position in the Mofussil, the Brah­
min ignored him as much as possible, refused him all legal 
remedies, and surrounded hjm with Brahmin myrmidons, 
in the shape of a hungry police, 'lnd with native aSSIStant,.. 
magistrates, who were, for. the most part, promoted 
policemen. When even these strong measures woula' not 
kill this tenacious caste, the white Brailmins proposed to 
make the existence in India of the objects of their disl~ke 
impossible, by subjecting their lives and propertl. to 
native judges and native jUl'ies-they themselves, the white 
Brahmins, being specially exempted from any such juris­
diction. More recently still, the white Brahmins have pro­
posed to dIsarm these white Pariahs, and to leave them 
alone in the wilds of India, without means of defence 
against any wandering band of robbers, and a temptation 
to the cupidity of the surrounding natives. When foiled 
in these malevolent and, indeed, remembering the isolated 
position of the European, horrible attempts, the white 
Brahmin ~te has at length found an effective instru­
ment for its purpose. The present high-priest of the Civil 

* " It appears even now to be doubted by legal authoritie~ whether 
Europeans can enter, without a lIcence, those parts of India which have 
been acquired Within the present century. Your ('ommlttee recommend 
the removal of this doubt by legislative euactment." (Ueport of Coloni. 
zlition Committc4 1859 ) 
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Service Juggernaut bas revived against the white Pariah 
the old calumnies which were invented and refuted in • years past. ~e has, whether in ignorance or in preju-
dice, abused the influence of high official station to ruin 
the only real English interest grown to adult strength in 
the plains of Bengal. He has attempted, vainly, as we 
believe, to poison the minds of the European public against 
their countrymen. He ·has succeeded in'making the 
natives discontented, dishonest, and insurgent. He has 
detorted the streams of justice, and brought Government 
pressure to bear upon the judgment-seat. He has threat­
ened, dismissed, and promoted magistrates according as 
they gave him satisfaction by their judgments. He has 
set his favourites to the wori of meddling with the busi­
ness of the planter, with strong instances before them of 
promotion given f~l' zeal in similar employment. And 
while enforcing, with most stringent ellergy, the special 
laws which give summary remedies against the Ryot who 
may refuse to cultivate opium or salt for his masters, he 
has by his proclamations excited the indigo Ryot to rise 
against his planter creditor, to ruin his trade, and to 
destroy the security of his person. 

How Mr. John Peter Grant has done this we shall 
proceed to tell in the following pages. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE INDIGO PLANTER. 

As a general proposition there are no roads I'll J ndia. 
It was the policy of the Civil Service, and of the masters 
of the Civil Service, to keep the land as impenetrable as 
possible, except to the gatherer of revenue.· 

The traveller who, upon elephant-back or horse-back, 
or carried by bearers, shall travel over the broad flats and 
wide-spread rice-fields of B~ngal, will, from time to time, 
light upon a comfortable European built house, situatetl 
in a pleasant park or a carefully cultivated flower gar­
den. All around it are swarthy villages, half hidden b'y 
their invariable belt of trees. There are Mussulmans and 

* The Colonization Committce, 1859, in their Report, say-" It has 
been truly said by one of the earliest witnesses examined, that one of 
the first wabts of a Bettler is facility of access t.o the interior of the 
country. The Indian Government, however, held the country the 
greater part of a century before a main line of road was commenced 
even through the most populous parts of India. This is a neglect which 
even those witnesses who have been connected with the Government of 
India acknowledge and d<>plore. It was justly considered one of the 
principal causes of the want of a due supply of cotton from Inoia by 
the Committee on Cotton Cultivation, presided over by Mr. Bright in 
IH48. The Grand Trunk Road was 110t begun before the days of Lo~d 
William B~inck in 1836. It is stated that Mr. Halliday had com­
plained in .iuute to Government of the wretched state of th~ rORds 
near the scat of government itself. One witness asserts, that at a dis­
tance of forty miles from Calcutta there are no roads practicable for 
carts. It is stated by another witn<>ss recently there, that even now a 
road from Calcutta to Jessore is only just being made. 'Between Cal­
cutta and Dacca,' says Mr. Underbill, 'the bridges are broken down, 
and the road is in perfect disrepair.' This was 80 late as the year 
I ~54." We m8f1 add, that it i. the same at this day. 
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Hindoos lying about languidly in the shade, and a few 
children driving bullocks over the plain, or passing to 
and fro up to the European house. If it be early spring, 
when the rice is not growing, there is no labour going 
on;4ft perhaps a couple of Hindoos may be repairing a 
broken cart, but, generally speaking, the male population 
will be squat inside their mud and' bltmboo huts, o.r re­
cumbent under the shadow of the trees, and you may 
advance unimpeded towards the house. That villa is the 
metropolis of the encircling villages. It is not like the 
abode of a Hill Rajah or even of a Bengal Zemindar, a 
half-fortified building with armed r(>tainers about it: it 
is an ~pen Eastern house, with its verandahs and broad 
windows, and unclosed doors,· something much more un­
protected than an English villa. As you approach it, 
you will probably see European children playing on the 
greensward, or riding on horses led by syces, watched by 
their mother from the veranda}>, and accompanied by 
native nurses.t There is a crowd issuing from the cut-

.. The Ryot never works more than thret: honrs a day upon an aver­
age, and generally in the cool of the morning. The wepding of the 
indigo is chiefly done by tht' women and children, for it is dont: nt a 
time when there is no other labour for them. 

t Mr. Seton Karr corroborates our statement in his earlier writings. 
He says, in all article in the Oalcutta Review, whereof he is the putative 
parent:-

" We leave it to such as have seen the ins and outs of the Mofussil to 
descant on the style of life led by a planter at tlle head of a large con­
cern, with rights long established, and therefore secure, his generous 
hospItality, his frank and open deportment, his ready'receJjjpn of the 
European tTaveller, his kindness to those Ryots who aSKnis aid or 
advice. But there is one feature in his present life on which we dwell 
with peculiar pleasure, and which we I'annot pass over now, Isolated 
from his fellow-men, and surrounded by those of differeut colour and 
creed, the Indian of the 'c old school," the Indian so easily satirized in 
by-gone novels and short-lived farces, was seldom without one of those 
wretched incumbrances whicb here and there still usurp the place of 
the wife. The practice once 110 common even in Calc&tta and other' 
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cherry, where the master of the house is sitting in a self­
established court of arbitratiHn, and later in the evening 
you may see a larger crowd of Bonoos women, to whom 
the European lady is giving advice and medicine, and 
tending the multiform maladies of their children. It is 
all Eastern patriarchal scene; but you are convinced, as 
you !ook upon it, how utterly impossible it must be for 
that European to live thus alone-one single English 
family among thousands of Asiatics-ifhe had not ac­
quired a moral influence over the natives, and if his pre­
sence were not felt to be a benefit 10 the population. * 
That any man should commit violence and rapine, and 

• 
should live thus open and unprotected, with his domestic 
ties about him, is a self:'evittent absurdity' which. no man 
who has ever been in India can honestly assert, or Cl\Il 
otherwise than dishonestly insinuate. . 

The sustenance of this house, and of all the comfortl;J 

large stations naturallv ceoased there, as soon liS unmarried ladies began 
to "come out" from 'England, but lingered more tenaciously in out­
districts and isolated factories. Its traces are now fainter and fainter; 
and the planter·! home is often adorned by the presence of the pure 
English wife, and the amiable English daughter, with feelings and tastes 
as genuine as those of residents ill the country at homef aod wanting 
only in the bright glow of English health to make the parallel com­
pletl'."-Calcutta Review, vol. ii. p. 217 . 

• Mr. Walters, the magistrate of the city of Dacca, who has dwelt 
with especial severity upon a few instances of bad men in troubled times, 
some of which will always be found, in any body of men, in his 
retum to the Govemor-General's Circular of the 29th December, 
1829, snys--

"That lOme of the pll\Dters ,are held in much estimatioo by the 
natives; that they are constantly called upon to arbitrate disputes be­
tween relatives or neighbours; that they are the frequent displ'D8ers of 
medicine to the sick, of advice to those in diffi('ulty, of pecuniary aid to 
those in need, on the occasion of family events, which would otherwise 
iuvolve them for life with native money-lenders; and that their never­
failing acquiescence in the wants and wishes of their poor neighbours 
has thus tended, in some mellsure, to exalt the British name and charae­
ter, I can vouck from my own knowledge of the fact." 



THE FACTORY AS IT WAS. 81 

that surround it, depend upon the vat~ and drying-house 
which lie contiguously to it, like the barns and beast­
houses of an English homestead. 

How did all this arise in such an out of the world 
spot? 

It is all the work of one ot that despised and hated 
pariah class of British settlers-that class which all the 
statesmen of India and of England seek to increase, and 
which the present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, is 
now destroying.t 

It is now many'ears sinl',8 the present proprietor of 

* We are ~reful to advance nothing in this stAtement which cannot 
be proved by living testimony, or by state documents. 

'rhe Colonization Committee, 18~9, in their Report, say-
" It is stated by witnesses generally, that • wherever Europeams have 

settled, a mnrked improvement in the country has followed ;' the variou8 
products of the land have been developed. Settlers have taken the lead 
in introducitig steam Dllvigation, and in discovering its indispensable 
auxiliaries, coal and iron; in the extension of roads, and in generally 
lowering the cost of production. 

" It is justly observed by Mr. Marsham. that from their intercourse 
with the people, settlers must naturally • know more what is passing in 
their minds' than the agents of the GQvernment; the position of the 
settlers rendering them vigilant and interested observers of the tendency 
of mitive opinion. . ' 

"Where they reside, the rate of interest, often exorbitantly high, be­
cornea reduced. The circulation of ready money is extended, and a 
steady rise takes place in the rate of wages . 

•• Another good effect of settlemcnt is its tendency to promote the 

taintenance of order. A large extension of the number of settlers over 
ndin would be n considerable guarantee against any future insurrection, 
nd ,,:oulcl tend ~o lessen. the necessity for maintaining our expensive 

army. ' 
t When we speak of the hostility of the Civil Service, we mean, of 

course, that spirit of kostility wbich actuates the body, and which is 
manifested conspicuously and disastrously in the acts of the fanaticlI of 
the class. We shall see hereafter thut many individuals of the caste do 
not resist the evidence of their senses; and, under Lieut.-Governors 
other than Mr. Grant, have dared to tell the truth. There is as much 
difference between civilian'J like Mr. Hawkins or tt, F. Halliday and 
Mr. J. P. Grant, 1\11 there is between un ordinary Bra.hmin aud a Nana 
SAhib. 
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'this house and factory, or his predecessor, came alone 
into this district, to' employ his energy and hlt! capital in 
the manufacture of indigo. He was not' allowed to buy 
or lease land when he came there. There was a native 
Zemindar, or feudal land-owner, who held over the land 
and the Ryots the same sort of power of indefinite exac­
tion which our old feudal lords held over th~ir villeins. 
There was also a judge, who was perhaps, in those days 
of corruption, in the Zemindnr's pay. The new settler 
wanted to buy indigo-that is to have an immediate 
necessity for a perishable article. In t hundred days the 
crop of indigo is grown, and cut, and manufactured. 
When once ripe, it must be cut; when once cwt, it must 
be carried straight to the vatJ. It wiH not keep,-'< Le 
vin est tire il' faut Ie boire." 

How was he to get the natives to procure him t~le 
vegetable he had come so fill' and spent so much to obtui:l 
in order to manufacture into dye 't He soon found that 
the whole system of the country was to pay before­
hand. The little farmers (Ryots) were, in effect, paupers. 
They had, no capital. They could not aJiord to buy the 
seed, nor to subsist till the indigo would grow. All their 
rice crops we)'e mortgaged over and over again to the' 
native money-lender, who had made them advaIlces at 
from 60 to 100 per cent. interest upon them. 

This is the case all over India. ~ndustry insists upon 
mortgaging itself to capital. Every artific~r works upon 
advances, and these advances, when n~ade by the native 
usurers, is never at less than 60 per cent. 

Our new settler bowed to the custom of the country, 
called his neig~bours together, and oflered them advances 
" without interest," to give l1im indigo next season at ft 

stipulated price. The money was taken eagerly. It 
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was also necessary to supply seed, and the seed was' 
added at a nominal charge. Perhaps the Ryot was 
honest, llnd sowed, perhaps he did not; but we will as­
sume that he did. 

At the proper seaSOl1 the vats were ready, and the 
indigo was ripe for cutting, But now began the planter's 
difficulty. When he went to cut and carry his indigo 
there were other claimants on the ground. ~.'he Zemin­
dar wished to claim it for some feudal service, or under 
some pretence of landlord's dues. Perhaps the cunning 
Ryot-a very co.mOll occurrence-Imd taken advances 
and seed for the same piece of land from some other 
planter in the neighbourhood. '\Vhat was to be done? 
There was law to be had. , The planter mig'lit sue the 
Zemindar before the Zemindar's debtor, the judge, or he 
might sue the Ryot, and give occasion to some civilian 
to insult him, and to his police to victimize him. If he 
fell in with an independent and impartial judge he mig'ht 
even get a judgment in his fayour. In the "Robert 

~
v atl'lon and Co.'s Factories" there are, at this moment, 

36,000 contracts for indigo, upon which advances have 
been made, the bulk of which vary ftom ten to twenty 
upees. A pretty mass for the lengthy and technical operEt­

tion of the old Company's courts, and a pretty harvest in 
the shape of stamp duties! Of course, recourse to law to 
recover advan~es, or enforce contracts, was never seri­
ously thought of. But he had 20,0()0 ~f these contracts, 
and perhaps at least (jooo disputed ~ases. Even if he 
got a judgment it would be after fifteen months litiga­
tion, and in twenty-four hours the ai·ticle in dispute would 
be perished. What did he du? He did what men at all 
timp.s have done when d.le law afforded them n~ protec. 

C 
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-tion. He seized his right with a strong arm." The 
planter and the Zemindar fought it out over the indigo 
patch. In those days there were men, called bludgeon 
men (Iattials), maintained by the Zemindars to fight their 
quarrels. It was a profession \\ hich the planter tount! 
established, and again he fell into the habit of the coun­
try. 

This is the pbin truth concerning a scandal of other 
days, \\ hich existf'd about the same time as corruption 
existed in tIle Oi, il Servjce. A plantpr would now be 
ashamed to speak of general corruptioll in ('onnection 
with the Civil Service, but Mr. Grunt, with that i'xqui­
site tuste for which he is so remarknhle, does not ii-.il to 
draw a sneer against the pla1~ters from those old lattiul 
stories in his last Minute. 

But if it were, even at the present day, as rife as it 1l1S 

been proved to be unknown-as rite as corruption aud 
extortion at this moment confessedly are among the Go­
verument Police--" hose fault would it be? "\Vho'3e but 
that of the Government, whieh, by renouncing' the first 
duties of governmeut, that of protp('ting property, had 
remitted their J\fofus<;il subjects to their natural rights? 

Be it rempmbered, however, that with all the!:le dis­
putes the Ryot had nothing whatever to do. The fight 

* The I\ttives have two wrll known phrases for" doing oneself right 
by the strong arm" and "doing wrong by the .. tron~ arm." It is im­
possible to eradicate from the mind of the Bengali that the first is his 
lDdefeasible right, and we must always take this mto conslderation when 
we are judging of any fyral conflict in India. All this is very Eraphl­
cally told by !1r. Seton Karr, in the article in the" ClI1C'utta Review" 
for 1847, alrelldy cited; a-nd whprein the young civilian's prejudH~es 
against the civil outlaw seem to contcilu against the young Engli!!hmltn's 
eympathy with his own energetic and enterpri"ing countryman. But 
Mr. Setoll"Karr had not then fallen into the Jog-trot of office. In those 
days he had not learned to look for tr.uth only through the refracting 
medium of the Civil Service. 
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was .between Zemindars-native lords of manors-and 
Planters. The Ryot had his advances and his price, and 
grew his indigo: the contest was, who should have ihe 
plant when gru1vn. 

The Ryot had his g'ricvllnces no doubt, as all people 
have their grievances under a bad Government. Just as 
the judge had and has, as he himself will be the first to 
confess :md deplore-a corrupt set of officers (Omlah), 
who took bribes, and did with the ignorant judge as they 
listed; just as the police exacted black mail from native 
cultivators and European settlers alike; so the planter 
had his servants who cheated the Ryot, or cheated the 
planter, according to the capacity or willingness of the 
Ryot to make it worth the;r while to do su. But this is, 
and has been, the normal condition of India under the 
Company's system, and thrre is nothing exceptional in 
the matter. 

It was under these discouragements that the factory 
we have been examining rose; when the factor wus the 
cumpetitor of the Zemiudar, the victim of the civilIan, 
and a prey to the police. Bnt time passed on, nud, by 
the aid of the interferellce of the .Bug lish . nation, he 
was at last empowered to lease the rights of the Zemin­
dar, to purchase and to hold luud, to haye legal rights, 
to buy the Zemindar out, to take leases of manors, to 
stand in the .zemindar's place. I<'rom that Ament he 
became a mOl'e dangerous victim and a more difficult 
prey. 

~ro understand this change, we must shortly recapitu­
late a few general facts. 

The East India Oon.pallY had the exclu~iye monopoly 
of the trade with India until 1814, notwithstanding 
many efforts to open the trade preVIOUS to thnt ye~r. 

c 2 
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The people of England were, jn thp. ignorance 'which then 
prevailed, strangely persuaded by the Compan j, that if 
the trade to India were thrown open the price of goods 
in India would be so much enhanced by the competition 
of different traders, and their price in England would be 
80 much diminished, that the freedom of the trade '" ouM 
end in the ruin of all who might adventure in it. 

The rule of the Company was never very satisfactory 
to the British nation. Lord Cornwallis 'said, m 1789, 
that one-third of the Oompany's territory was a jungle 
for wild beasts. It was 0\\ ing to tIliA dissatisfaction that 
Mr. Fox brought forward his celebrated India Bill, 
which was lost. l'his failure was followed by the Bill of 
l\h. Pitt, whidl was carried, ,"renting the Board of Con­
trol, but continuing the superintendence of all commer­
cial matters, as formerly: in the hands of the Dir{'ctor~. 

The Company's Charter was prolonged until 1st MarcIl, 
1814. 

In Mr. Pitt's Act a kind of opening of the trade WfiR 

made for private individuab, or ,. free merchants," who 
",el'e allowed to export and import certain goods in the 
Company's sltil's, for carrying on which the Company 
were bound -0 provide :3000 tons annually, at a fixed 
scale per ton. 

Few availed themselves of the privilege, exposed as 
they weAPto the ruinous competition of the Company, 
",hose great object ever was-as we have already seen in 
their official correspondence-to keep the "interloper" 
out of India. 

The Company's enemies did not increase to any extent. 
In 1807-8 the private imports intv India, by private 
hands, were only £300,000. II-

The people of England at last moved with some 
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vigour, previous to the expiry of the Charter in 1814, to 
put an end to the trade monopoly; and they succeeded 
as regarded the trade with India, but the monopoly was 
continued as regarded the trade with China. 

The chief conditione of the opening of the trade to 
India were that private indIviduals should confine them­
selves to the Presidencies of Calcutta, Madras, and Bom­
hay, and Penang, in vessels of a certain tOHnage, Rnd 
that they w"e to be excluded from the ordinary trade, 
and the trade with China. 

Thus emancipated, the private traders were not long 
in gaining the ascendancy: they, in a very few years, 
trebled the trade which the East J ndia Com pun y declared 
could not be extended, although, both in exports and 
imports, they were constantly subjected to heavy losses 
from the fitful competition and commercial speculations 
of the Company, who had Residents in all the principal 
towns, with a large stafl' of servants intended for coercive 
measures, whe~l any interloper's interest clashed with the 
operations of the Company. Lord 'Vellesley then wrote 
" that the intimation of a wish fi'om the Company's He­
sident is always received as a cummand by the native 
manufacturers and producers." And this holds true in 
India to this very day; and in slIch a case the unfortu­
nate interloper must still go to the wall. • It is now only 
on questions of official jealousy, or in the ac .. isition of 
land, that these parties can clash, for the Government is 
no longer a trader, and except in the unpopular, we may 
say hated, monopolies of opium and salt, it is 110 longer 
a manufacturer. 

The capricious dealings of the- old Company in com­
mercial m3,tt~, after it had become exposed to competi­
tion, shewed ~avy losses. 'Vhen the Charter came to 
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Qe renewed, in 1833, Pari.iumtlnt had therefore no hesi­
tation in depriving the Company of its comrr.ercial cha­
racter altog'ether, and in confining its government, for 
the future, to the territorial and political management of 
the eountry. 

T1le nf:'~' Charter extended to 1854, and, under it, any 
natural-born subjpct of England was entitled to proceed 
by sea to any port or place within the limit of the Com­
pany's Charter, having a custom-house .tablishment, 
and to resIde thereat, or pass through any part of the 
Company's territories, to l'Pside thereat. 

Thus was the interloper gradually, and to a ('ertain 
eAtent, ewanripated. 

'Ve have already abundantly shrwl1 tlmt the Civil 
Sen ice have as a body never ~easfd to throw every im­
pediment in the way of settlers in the country. Th3Y 
latterly had not the samp po" er of interference and an­
nOYll1we to the interlopers who carried on commercial 
pursuits iil the towns, but they had, and h~re, this power 
in the case of all Europf'ans who settle in the interior fOIl 

the purpo'3e .of indigo planting. Indigo wus the only 
agricultural produce in which European capital was em­
barked anterior to 1834, when thp monopoly of the Com­
pany ceased, und "hen their silk 111atures were sold, and 
their factories put up for sale. 

In all.se dorvnmard ,<;teps qf the East India Com­
pany tlie Britislt settler bore Itis part; ever crytng aloud 
in England against the cruelty, rapacity, and oppression 
qf the Company's rule; helping the agitators ih England, 
and verifying th€' notion of }Ir. Hawkins and the CIvil 
Service generally, that the Planter wa;:; "an obstreperous 
gentleman." 

rfhe European settlers were not satisfieAith a mere 
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theoretical victory. Day by day they became more ac­
tive, more successful, and more hateful. They gainea 
strength and independence 9S they increased at the Pre­
sidency towns and in the interior, and they necessarily 
became more obnoAions to the Oivil Service, who found 
that the objects of their previous contempt had been the 
destroyers of their undivided suprelJ1ar,y. The" inter­
lopers" were the first to move for the abolition of the 
Company i.57, when the mutiny broke out. It was 
the interlopers who made so notorious in Eng'land the 
incompetency of the administration of the Company. 
The part taken by the indjg-o planters, and the other in­
terlope:'s, in the agitntion ,vhich resulted in the abolition 
of the Company, is still remembered. It certainly never 
will be forgiven by the old- Directors of the defunct Com­
pany, or by the Civil Service, who, since theIl, have 
looked upon their exclusive privileges as doomed, and 
their dynasty as passing' 3,i\'uy. The bittlj'·f(md between 
them and the illterlopf'l' is now, when public opinion runs 
ag'ninst puhlic castes, carefully di~guised in words; and 
we g'ladly U('kllO\vledge that there are llUmerOl'lS instances 
of larg'e minded men ill that tlel'Yir'e who h&,ve overcome 
all their ('lass prejudices aud have opened their eyes to 
see the true interests of the country in which their lot 
has been thrown. But the old feud is Imrlit in upon the 
souls of fanatical civilians, such as 1\11'. Grm~, and has 
become a y'euI'lIing for a great rerenge. '- ' 

Such has been the prog'ress of the owner of the house 
which ,,;e some pag-es baek attempted to picture to the 
English reader. Thirty or forty years ago, when he first 
set foot in the country, he was nothing more than a Civil 
outlaw, SEeking a spot whereon to fix an almost illicit 
manufacture~ He bought a potta of 100 beegahs (33 
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Itcres), and built a ftwtory, '\ ith vats, godowns, and ma­
chinery. But he could not buy it or hold It in his own 
nume: he was an uncovenanted Englishman, and there­
fore civiliter ex lex. It was bought in the llame of his 
native agent. The world was all against him: the Byot 
was his ouly friend. How different is his poAition now! 
Allied with the Ryot, the European ouda"r has been 
victorious. He has established his factory, he has bought 
out the Zemindur, he hus become a rival.consequence 
and in influence to the Civil servant. By his own energy 
and perseverance, and by the support of the people of 
England, he has done this. 

But the Indig'o planter is become more than a planter. 
He is become a g'l'eat landowner and a grt:~at rec1aimer 

• of the wastes, In 1820 th('re WilS a vehement contest 
between Lord William Bentinck and Sir C. Metca:fe, 
and the Directors of tl1e Company, upon the question 
whether the p.nter should be-nllowed to hold land. "\Ve 
should much like to quote those state papers, but unhap­
pily this, like all other Indian su~jectsJ i~too vast for the 
patience of the Engli8h public. The arguments used hy 
the statesmen, and the querulous, and sometimes insolent 
replies of the Directors, are all extant in the volume to 
which we hare already so often referred. It ended, how­
ever, in puhlic opinion at home coming in to ald the 
Gov~l'nor-General; and the planter was, in. 1833, per­
mitted to take the lands in his own name. 'v 

From that time forward the planter changed hi .. cha­
racter altogether. He was no longer only a pIn.nter: he 
was the lord of the manor, the landowner of the district. 
He either held dired from the GO"ernment, or rented 
of the native lord, the Zemindar, all his rents and feudal 
rights. In the latter case he paid the Zemindar much 
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more than the current value, and he never enforced, or 
even asked for, those little feudal exactions upon mar­
riages, births, deaths, and changes of occupancy, and 
other items, whi~h amounted to a considerable sum in an 
aggregate of several thou sana holdings. * He made his 

«< Again we cite the testimony of Mr. Seton Karr, when he had not 
, draw a damnatory Indigo Report. He then wrote, when indigo 
abuses were only just dying out :-

"Nowhere .the contrast between European energy and Asiatic 
torpor been so .ally displayed. Year after year the Zemindar, fol­
lowing obsequiously in the path of his ancestors, had seen the same 
patch of jungle growing up, which at best could only furnish materials 
for mats, or a cottage thatch. In some cases he had looked on where 
Nature hlld even advanced and cultlvation receded from her empire; but 
wIlen the native gazed in apathy, the nt'w settler began to clear away. 
We could mention numerous instances where the rule of the planter has 
been attended with the extension of agriculture, and consequent benefit 
to the Ryot; but one example wirt suffice, as it illustrates most clearly 
the difference between the Oriental and British character. A ravine. or 
rather the bend of a river, had in process of time been filled up by a 
yearly alluvial deposit, a,~d as new and fertile land was immediately 
claimed by two old belligerents. After the usual amount of disputes 
the quarrel was terminated by the authorities: a bbundary line was 
drawn exactly down the middl(' of the old bed of the river, and an equal 
half thus secured t~otll. But now came the difference in the use made 
of' the !i\.,quisition.Wl'hc Zemindar had been as anxious in tbe pursuit 
of his object as the most ardent European: he had contested every 
point, and given up nothing, even to tIle lll~t. But he had no intention 
of deriving benefit hilllself, or allowing others to derivc any from what 
it had cost him so much to gain. Months and months tIlC land lay 
fallow, and the increasing jungle sprnng up. But the planter, in th~ 
course of two years, had nearly the whole in cultivation, and when we 
last vi,ited the place it was already sprouting with the promise of an 
I'xcellent crop. It seemed as if the boundary-line drawn by the Deputy­
Collector had realized the old story of the knife, which on one si~ was 
impregnated wi~h poison and withered all it touched, on the other be­
stowed healing juices and the vigorous sap of life." - Calcutta Beview, 
vol. VIi. p. '27. 

" The leaseholder, or the 'putnidar,' forbears to put in force the 
powrr derivrd by him to meallure and assess the lands of the Ryots to 
the full amonnt legally permissiuJp. ; and he also never calls on the Ryots 
for those varlOHS payments which mlme of the native Zcmindars, on some 
one pretext or other, con-tantly demand from the tenants on births, 
marriages, religious festivals, and similar events, or on pressing necessi. 
ties. Mr. J.P. Wise asserted his belief that he could double the rent 
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profit, however, by clearing the jungle, and bringing 
whole plains of wilderness mto cultivation. A certain 
portion, perhaps one-twencieth of the whole, he kept for 
indigo cultivntion, or let upon that condition; the rest he 
let to the natives upou moderate rents. In all proba­
bility the factory town which we have described waR) 
twenty-five years ag'o, upon the edge of a wild-bel1lt 
covert. It is a matter of universal notoriety nmong the 
awellers in the present district of Nurlde.r Kishnag­
hur, that, twenty-five years ago, one-third of that great 
indigo district was jungle. The chief factory-house in 
another district is eyen now called by a name which 
indicates the abundance of wild beasts in the neighbour­
hood, being formed from the Beng'ali word " to hunt."· 

'rhe planter is lIOW just. il: the position of fi le!'1ser of 
church lands in Eng'lund, except that the Zemindar is 
wry generally eng'aged in intriguing" among the Ryots, 
and using his hereditary influence among thrIll to thwart 
his European lessor, generally with OIle objeet-to extort 
a bribe. He is often successful, for h4110WS very well 
that indigo is the planter's" eak point, and that there are 
a hundred «lays in every year wheu the pluntrr is at every 
one's mercy; when Lieutenant-Govrruol', Zemilldar, Civil 
servant, and policeman, must all be propitiated in their 
own difierent ways; and when a cessation of labour for 
twenty-four hours is ruin. 

We have already quoted the opinion of IJord William 
llentinck, after inquiry made, as to the !Banner ill which 

of his Ryots ; and Mr. Forlong said that he allowed the Ryots to ~it at 
as easy a rate as possible. Mr. Larmour, in Mulnath alone, has relellbed 
17,000 beegahs ofland, held rent free, on the production by the holder 
of certain paperR, called the toiuad, endorsed by the collector of reve­
nue."-Report of tlte Indigo Oomnuttee, l!:ltiO, par 17. 

,. This factory is in Rajshahye, and called" Shikarpore." 
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the planter, >even in his day, used the influence his posi~. 
tion gave him. We have also quoted the unwilling testi­
mOllY of Mr. Walters, the magistrate of Dacca, to the 
{act that the planters are held in much estimation by the 
natives, are called upon to arbitrate disputes, are dispen­
sers of medicine to the sick, are a(ivisers of those in diffi­
culty, advance money to those in need on the occasion ef 
family events which would otherwise involve them for life 
with native ~ey-Ienders, and are constantly attending 
to the wants and wishes of their poor neighbours. The 
same facts are grudgiug'ly admitted even by this Indigo 
Oommission. In fact, every inquiry made, by either friend 
or enemy, has eventuated in the snOle admission, that the 
planter in his district performs the same offices in his 

~ 

neighbourhood that an English landed proprietor does 
upon his estate. (( No thanks to him," l'lay men like Mr. 
J. P. Grant. " It is to his interest to do so: if he did 
not, he would not g'et his indigo." This is true: the law 
gives him no protection. \Vhat would an English land­
lord or rontract<a think if he was told that the law was 
open to him for I)i'eaches of contract, and found that this 
"law" cOllsisted of a rig'ht to file 30,000 Bills in Chancery 
ag'ainst 30,000 cottagers who had been incited by the 
executive authorities of the country to violate their con­
tracts and to strike work? It is true, as tIre white Brah­
min caste insists, that benevolence is the planter's interest. 
But how complete an answer is this to all other general 
charges? and what can savour more of the age of gold in 
these degenerate days than that a trade should flourish 
upon moral influence alone, and that it should be made a 
charge against the trader tllat he works up tbis moral 
influence by means of aets of benevolence? 

We should like to see M~ J. P. Grant left to " moral 
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• influence" to manufacture his ()pium, or to work his 
salt monopoly. 'Ve would look indulgefltly upon his 
doing 60 by any acts of benevolence which his },olicy might 
dictate. 

And yet Mr. Grant, as a man of the world, wouders 
that while the mnjority of the planter class act thus, there 
SOIBetimes occurs the exception of a foolish planter, who, 
in the absence of law, will right himself by force, rather 
than by wpat was, before Mr. Grant came lIpon the scene, 
the far more effectual and more common means of acts of 
good neighboUl'ship I • 

Before we proceed to notice the business arrangements 
between the planters and the Uyots, it will be well to 
say a few words upon the val~e and quantity of the indigo 
produced in India. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE INDIGO PROlJUC'E OF INDIA. 

LET us now contemplate for a moment the quantity and 
value of the produce which factories like those we have 
been examining turn out annually. 

Indigo planting III Bengal is an old child of the Com­
pany. Before the renewal of the Charter, in 1834, the 
private adventurer, in his eagerne!l-8 to take shelter in the 
shadow of some potf'nt civilian, as'>ocw1 ed himself with 
some fortunate mortal who was covenantf'd to the Com­
pany. The civili::m lent moncy to the planter, eitlwr at 
interpst or on cl)ndition of his having a certain share in 
the profits. At one time civilians openly carripd on f:1<'­
tories in their own names. Being' the official of the dis­
trict thpy carrWl every thing thpir own ~ ay with the 
ll}ot." 

This explains why the production of indigo in Bengal 
has so greatly varied from time to time. The rupricious 
operations of the Company" hen they came into the Cal­
cutta market as buyers in competition ":ith private traders 
ran up prices so high on several occasions, that the planters 
were induced to extend their {'ultivation, forgetting tlJat 
the article was one of limited demand or consumption, and 
that, ",hen the supply excet>ded what is called the effec­
tual demand, lower prices must be the consequence, accord­
ing to the laws of trade. 

The production of indigo ~n Bengal (including Tirhoot 
and the North-W-9stindigodistricts), in 1819,1820, and 
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.1822, was on an average ahout 70,000 maunds (of721bs.), 
and in 1826 the production rose to 141-,000 maunds, 
which was the largest crop during the period d the ex­
istence of the Company's commercial monopoly. In the 
following year, 1827, the crop in Bengal was ouly 90,000 
maunds. rrhe largest crops of indigo ever known were 
in 1843 and 1844, when Bengal produced 165,000, and 
,172,050 maunds. In 1846 the crop was 90,000 maunds, 

.. and for the last five years the average crop may be taken 
at 105,000 maunds. 

Madras, which in former years produced little or no 
indigo, has been exporting largely of the dye oflate years, 
its annual exports being now, on an average of the lust 
five years, say ~8,000 maun<!s. 

'l'aking the average exports 
From Bengal at . 
And from Madras 

105,000 maunds. 
28,000 " 

The total exports were 133,000" 

• They FIend a few maunds of coarse indigo from Bombny 
not worth taking into calculation. 

So much for fJ.uantity. N ow for value. 
The prices of indigo have been very fluctuating in the 

markets of India a;nd Europe. Not many years ago fine 
Bengal indigo sold as low as 140 and 150 rupees per 
maund, the same quality of indigo which has been &elling 
in Calcutta, for the last two or three years, at 220 to 240 
rupees per maund; and this year fine Bengal indigo may 
realize about the former figure. There are many circum­
stances to affect prices up or down; the quantity produced 
yearly; the consumption and stock ill the markets to 

• 
which the article is exported; and the condition of trade 
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and the money market, as well as the aspect from time t9 
time of European politics. 

'I he price in England in 1826 was 1!2.~, and in 1827 
138 per pound for fine Bengal indigo. 

In 184(; it fell to 58 6d, and in 1848 and 1849 was 
58 9d per pound. 

8iHce 1852 prices have gradually risen. In 1858 fine 
indigo fetched as high as 9s 6d per pound. But the 
same quality may now be had at '78 6d to 8s per pound. 

The value of the block of the indigo concerns in Ben­
gal, or the price at which they stand in the books of the 
planters or proprietors, is estimated, as we have already 
seen, at seven or eight millions sterjing. 

The annual outlay for thf>ecultivation of indigo in Ben­
gal varies from one-and-half to two millions, all of 1vltich 
i8 circulated in tlte indigo di8i1·icts. 

I n the Indigo nom mission Report it is sta1.£·d that the 
value of the block belonging to Messrs. 1. and R. vVat­
son and the Bengal Indigo Company is £500,000, or 
half-a-million sterling. 

In further proof of the value of this manufacture to 
the district where it exists, we find it stated, in the same 
Report, that in one district the money annually expended 
on indigo cultivation is £60,000, in excess of the total 
land rent which the same district yields annually to Go­
vernment: and this, let it be remembered, is only one of 
the articles ·produced from the soil, fi'om an area, as the 
Report states, not exeeeding one-sixteenth to one-twentieth 
of the average cultivat.ion of every Ryot in the district; 
the rest of his land, to the extent of fifteen-sixteenths or 
nineteen-twentieths .. being under other crops, and he has 
the use of the indigo lands, unless he keeps them for in­
digo-seed, afte1.' the plant is cut in June and July. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE PLANTER AND THE RYOT8. 

WITHIN two years of the present date, nothing in India 
was so comfortable as the relations between an indigo­
planter and his Ryots. In India, where nothing' is true 
and every thing is in dispute, it is wonderful h)w this fact 
stands out conspicuous in the midst of every inquiry, and 
emerges fi'om every report. vVe do not mean to sa) thnt 
this course of true love was "'ithout any ripple. Just as 
every native, and even every Civil servant, ha/:l for mlmy 
years been complaining that the Company's judge is ~ ur­
rounded by an "omlah," or set of subordinate officers, 
who cheat and extort and enyiron the most well-inten­
tioned civilian with an impenetrable fortification of C01'­

rupt underlings-making' the judicature of India one 
atmok:lphere of pe~jury and bribery-so the planter is 
obliged to have his" omlah," who make the most of their 
opportunities. Just as the " omlah" of the Government 
collect~rs in the Presidency of Madras have been proved 
to have committed acts of torture, 80 the native collectors 
of the planter may sometimes have been guilty, not of 
any such acts as these-God forbid! but of lcts offraud 
and violence to obtain what was their master's right. The 
planter cannot pretend to be free from a ,ice of Indian 
society from which the Governor-General himself ran 
claim no immunity. The native servants of the fartory 
mill take bribes. They will for a bribe measure out land 
for indigo which is useless for that 01' for any otQe:r pur-
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pose, and they will, in revenge for not receiving Ii bribe, 
measure out the land most disadvantageous to tht Ryot 
to part with, and most disadvantageous to the planter to 
receive. They will '01' a bribe put the measuring-cord 
round the expanded heads of the I udigo bundles, or, in 
revenge for not receiving a bribe, round the waists of the 
bundles. They will, when it is possible, nl)te down some 
of the bundles of the man who has not bribed them to the 
score of another man who has. They will favour all sorts' 
of tricks against their employer, or they will invent frauds 
which do not exist. 'l'lJe planter is an energetic, active 
man, aware of all these dangers, and always on the watch 
for them, und he has usually an European assistant as 
watchful as himself: yet t~ey will occur,--bot constantly 
and habitually as they do in the Court of the tru"lting and 
uninformed civilian, but they will sometimes occur. 

Allowing, however, as men of common scnse"Will al­
ways allow, for the surrognding· circumstancesf the rela­
tion between the planter and the Ryots was the most 
I:!utisfactnry of any relation between Europeans und 
natires in India. 

After the close of the manufaeturing season the 
planter's object is to make sure of his indigo. He 
is surrounded by 'Swarms of little farmers with their 
AmaH" jnmmHs" -a sort of copy holds or customary free­
holds -of from fhe to fifty aeres, who have come to 
settle aecol'mts and to take fresh advances for the ensuing 
season. r:rhousands are read~' to take the money. Perhaps, 
as the report of lVIr. Grant's secret~lry, sitting 3S presi­
dent of the Indigo Comn,i"sioncrs, 18(10, admits, "it i~ a 
season of the year when the Uyot is in want of money 
for rent and [or the annual festival of Doorga. Advanc~s 
are inaome instance.; willingly and even greedily accepted. 

D 
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~me..-nen are in debt; oth{'rs want to spend mouey, 
and all like money without interflst."* Some, also, are 
doubtless in debt to the factory. ~ is a debt they never 
intend to pay; but it will happen in India, as in other 
places, that a debt occasions a certain state of obligation, 
and, as the planter is well aware that it is useless to a~k 

for his debt, and equally useless to expect his indigo 
without advancing thfl usual money and seed, the debtor 
agrees for a certain quantity of indigo, and g'oes and en­
joys himself at his Doorga feast; t acting prAtty much, 
as Macaulay says the second Pitt acted when, being in 
debt to his coachmaker, he ordered another carrie:.ge. 

How much better it would be if there were no feast 
of Doorga, a~d if the Hyots ~wanted no advances, and if 
the Ryots would g'row the indigo, aJ;ld then nt the proper 
time offer it to the competing planters. 80 say cel'tain 
intensely wise men, simpletons'of the first order, who are 
half incliued to think with Alf6lnso the Wise-that C{ill­

·ceited blasphemer, who remarked that it was rather a 
pity he had not been present at the creation; for that he 
might have given a hint or two which would have pre­
vented many incongruities. Mr. G~ant is also quite of 
opinion that the Ryot and the planter are yery wrong, 
and that the Hyot ought to grow and sell, and get the 
iull market price for his produce.t Among the barren 

.. Report, par. 57. 
t "On all domestic occurrences, births, deaths and marriages, a native 

is put to a great expense, and cannot get on without the aid of a banker 
-and this from the Rajah to the lowest peasant. And they prefer 
dealing with the indigo manufacturer, who charges no interest, to any 
other. person. 

t "If the planter had paid, in cash, such 1\ price for indigo-plant as 
would have made it more profitable to the Ryot to grow that crop tllllll 
any other, abstaining also from all molestation of the Uyot by himself, 
or his servants, no one 'pretends that the planter would not have got, 
year after year, 88 much mdigo-plant a8 he could pRy for."-M~Grant" 
Minute upon the Indigo Planter', petition again,t him. 


