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DELI " ERE II BY 

THE HON. DR. RASH BEHAR! GROSE, CTE. 
-- ---.->-0-----

Brothel'- Delegates, Lar\i"s ann Gell tl <lmen ,- My first duty 

i" to tel:net· YCl II Iny th :1 l1k~ for th e sigllnl honour you hflve done 

me in !1sking 1I1 1l to take t he ·hail·. Believe me, I hm more than 

genteflll f 0 1" t.h e di st.ill ction YtJ U l1fw e r onfplTed ~ Il me, unsought 

HIlII IIll solieiterl - n proll .l ,li st,ineti oll , the proudest in YOllr power 

t.o confel', bu t " d istinr'tion which C'ftl'l'i t's with it ,\ vel'y hetl.vy 

re;;poJ1 f'.i bilit,y . FClI' the position whic h J [,m occupying so un · 

wort.hil ),· i;:: 'full of a nxiety and W flS nevel' Ulore so than ftt the 

present jllllctul'e wh en hellvy C' l oud~ have floated into the political 

sky; nlHI in stlmni ng berOl'e YOII t,o-liRy I fl'el IW! if I was 

suml. l)Jl(,,1 to (ll'ive the ehft riot of tbe " lIll ; IIlld if I nm spared 

the fr,te of Pb ruton, [ shnll OWl' my gcocl fort.une ollly to your 

• forbeamT1cA nnd- indulgent killdn ess on which I am eonfident I 

CRn snfely rely, T CRT. rely , t.oo, with confidence on your willing 

co-operntion ; for Ill'e we not, RlI nnima ted by olle common purpose 

and do we not know th nt co-operat ion is the very life of con

certed ficti on which enn nevel' thri ve in nn atmosphere of con

tinuous strife nnd d itlcl'ellce? 

Everyone mllst. admit that we are passing through a sad and 

eventful period- a' period of stress and storm- and if ever there 

WI\8 a time when we ought to close up our ranks and present a 

* Delivered in p&rt at the Indian National Congress, Surat, 1907, 
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finTl, sel'rieci ann united f.·ont, thnt time if; this; for the situ:l.

tivn iR of more than OI'dinllry gravity. Jt is ful L 01 difficulty arld 

fnll o r pWl'il, and unl ess we !lI'e imbueo with !l strong sen sE; of 

di sciplill e an,i of respon;: ibility , the vessel of the Congress may 

be ste(lI'(·,1 ciin'ct npon Lhe rocks. It would be idle to deny, 

Iln,l ] ,10 not. oeny, thnt domestic dissensions ha\'e raised angry 

sto l'ln ... whi r h ,tl'e now ,.; wep ping across ~ome parts of the country; 

huL \'h e 1'(' is no I'e"l o('('alooion for pes. imism or oespair, though 

the ill('i, It1llts which J'n- ,,!1) occu rred !It 1'l'agpur might well till 
soml' llIinl\~ with 1I1i ~gil· in g~ . There i ~, howe ver, evel'Y l'eRSOn 

to t. hilJk t Ilftt th ~ . .;p cii st, ,," ha n(' l's \\'ol'e mainly the wOI'k of so me 

mi"guicle,l yO llng m en who l. "rl heen ('al'l'i!'ri o f! ' thei,' feet by the 

wilri t:tlk of il'l' eloo po!Jsiule 11£' I'''ons. ()f one thing, h owe vel', 1 f'lm 

certai n : tll use who h''''e compel!!?,l li S to challge out' pla ce of 

m e .. tilll-! hi\Ve I} O J'igh t to 1,<, I'I'" uri (If their :tC'hi('v6Iuelit. 

And heJ '!" ,on I"'half of til .. :\~~""lIblell deJegat.es, J. m nsL gmte

full,l :\Ckll'lwlellgt' tht' n-:'olllh'; ,tlld al.\('\'it,y wiLh wt1ich tho 

pe('p lll 01' SlIl'a! illlJ\'''.! II" to 10 111,1 1111" "ittillg,.; ill thlo'iJ' hisIOl·ic. 

city. In o tf'eJ·i llg Lh"iJ' h'hl'ii:lli'.\· to the Cungl'e,.;s t.h!'y 11I1,\"e 

on ly fld,t'.! i ll a(·(·(,rdlltlt·l' ",ilh III(.oil' tm.lliti'JfIa1 genel'us it,lc,; fUI' 

tIll'), fi t· ... citi ;:I'IIS of 11 0 11"1""11 ('i ty. ~U J 'I\ t, H~ hi,.;tol 'y t ells u~ , WII S 

the '111l'(' n of \\' e~tlo' ]'I1 I ncli .. , .( hlto.,) ;llId l'all,O\l,; rnul't befo"e the • 

IlIk e-vil1 "gfl (If Llyn<1 ) II "'''~ .,t"kl'cl ollt an d }Ollg, JUIIg befol'fI 

V elli ee J '()~e r 1'0 III the "t'i1 . But , JWl'llil ps, heJ' gl'e!lte~t c1 i ~ ti IIction, 

it is l·l' l·t:tinl y he t' bu-t title t tl Ollt· gmtit\loe, is that Burat. Wll S 

the fil'st, "esting ph«'e Oil J "d i:tIl sui I- where di~t:iellt WflS never 

f>u ppress tl by t he slVol'd, t Il e ;.:ihhet or the stRke-of th e Pal'~i 

pilgrim rathel's who "heerful1y left home and kindl'ed fur the 

sake of con~c i enctl fino whose oe.o;cenoants h i\ve inherited the 

virtues with the blood oi their anee toN! and repaid their debt a 

thousand-fold to India ; for I make bold to say that there is no 
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community wl~ose love ftll' the countl'Y is gl'eatel' than that to 

which ~o mllny of OUI' l e~n"I'H belong, ,m .l which hll given to u 

OU I·" · Grancl Old ;\I nn ." 

I Hm gl,ul to set! ill t, hi~ '1.·~" '1lhly allll ust all our IH'ominent 

le:IJel"s - men \'I ho;)!' Il lt lll e:; arc n~ i1 ollse holli 1V 0rns :U1d who 

~:lVe a ll'c'lll), takt!n ,\11 'Ibioling pl:Ll'e ill tolt" minds of the people. 

Bllt 1 Ill iss sO llie well -kllowlI fa l'(>s. K:lli Cll Jl'n Ba nerjee is no 

longel' ,lluong"L liS. .A I'i o u~ ('llI ' i ~t, iall, H II ill'com plisherl scholltr, 

Hn elufjl lPll t "P 'Ike l' awl 'til al 'd,, "t, P,lt,I'iot, he was an idell il ellder, 

l'es pl:' l,tpII hy eV"I''y COli II\lIllity III Lite cOll ntry. A most "tl'enu

ou;; ,\1111 e l l'nest workel', hi s wh ole I.!'art was in the (Jon 'I'ess and 

hi" lo \' e 1'01' it lVaH st l'O Il ); ('ve il ill dl':tLh, ~'(} I' wllo does not I'e

men lhe l' how he left a sick il('d to aLtflllll OUl' la t meeting in Cal

{'utta? \\'ho cloes not l'ellll' llI\'(J1 how, though overco me by the 

hpat and \\'>l l'I1ell hy Lhe dOI'tOI''';, IH' l'e fll secl to leltve the n~sembly 

ti ll he tJ-.1I il} lO a ~WOOII IIllri h"rl to he ca l'l'ien out of the pannul ? 
H e clied onlY:l fell" days "ftf'I'IV:tI'lI~ 'lI!l\ when we think of the 

IOllely :-ic('\ch ('ell\ete l'y ill KoI'fIY", whelt' his I'e ula ins were luid, • 

we C:tlll,ot help feeling how nlt ll'h leal'lli ng', how much modest 

and I rn n"~llmi lJ g simpli (' ity, how IUllch piety, how much winsome 

tendeml',s :tll(1 how much p}\t' I 'iot;i~1I1 lies our' ied in the grave uf 

• K>lli 'hll l'rt Hanel'j ee. Thllt hand which evel'y body Will:! gbtd to 

touch is vanishen. That voil' which evel'Y body was g lad to 

he.lI' is sti ll. Hilt if to li ve in the heurt..; Itnd memol'ies of tho e 

WhOl1l we leave h" hind is not to die, Kll li Uhurn is not dead lJUt 

is sti ll a\ivl'. Trlle he no longel' li ves in hi ~ own per~UIl but he 

li ve~ in us aun wi ll livd on in those who succeed us, enjoyi ng 

an immol'tnlity which is not given to all t he on of men. Pan

dit Bisw,unbharnath, too, of A llahabad has belln gathered to hi 

fatUel"l ano we sha ll miss his mellow patriarchal wi dom in 

our councils. But though his work on earth has been done, 
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privilege, which mny be claimed by the meanest criminal, "'~s 

denied to one of our foremost!nen; Iud if Lala Lajpat k~i is 

now regarded as a Jdlll'tyr by hiF; countrymen generally, it is Ule 

Government p,nd the Government alone that have elevated him 

to that pOf.lition anil placeil that pl'iceleRs crown of thorns upon 

his heail. If the Fort of MandalRY is now regarded as a boly 

place, as I know it is by some of my countrymen, it is the Go~ 

vernment and the Government alone thnt have invested it with 

that holilleR~. 

1'HE RAWAI,PINDI CASE. 

In Et,Awah, too, a similAr tmgedy woltl.l. have takenplaee 

hll,d it not been Averted by tJ,8 good semw of Sir John Hewett 

who was able to f<8!3 through the cliRgl'l1eefl11 ('('nspirfwy which had 

been so cunningly planned. But the Rpectnl of an impl~lIding 

mutiny had obscured tIle vision of tlltl Punjah ofiicinlf< lind thlly 

saw in a mob riot II deep-laid scheme for t,he overthrow· of the 

British rule. 'rhe result was the Rawalpindi pro~e('l1tion which 

has thrown a lurid light on the methods of sedition hnnt,er~. 

Men occupying the highest position in I-\()'liety Ilnd looked ~lP to 
as their leaders by the people in tho Punjab were placed in the 

dock liS feloD1; who had hy thE'il' RI'(1itioll>< spl'l'ches ineited violent 

riotl!l. 1:<'01' six long months tllese men wCI'e detll.ine<l in prison, 

RS bllil was refused on the gronnd that thp), could not, with 

safety to the State, be allowed to be at large. But what was 

the end of t,hi~ prOflecution? A eomplete vindication of their 

innocence and a most s('athing exposure of the case for the Crown. 

The judgment of the SpE'cial Magistrnte shews that panic hlld 

magnified into rebellion a perfectly lawfulllgitat,ion against very 

sub;;tantial grievances. The evidence on which the si:::: lawyers 

had been kept in prison for months WIIS "suspiciou!! jfnot 

fabricated" and there WIIS not the shadow of a shade of evidence 
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to,-establish any sort of complicit,y on their part with any COD" 

.spiracy against the British Crown. 
. • •. And t.his leads me to )'emal'k that the situation in the 

Punjllb WRI't succinctly summed up by Lala Lfljpflt Rai in a letter 

which was wl'itten by him ollly 1\ few hOlll's before his a.rrest. 

'I'he discont.ent he said WRS clue tel /Several caURes whi('h he set 

forth in chronological oni,,)'. 

(n) "'The lettoT's and al'tides thllt RpPf'ared in t.he Civil 

01i11 Military Gazette. sonJl~ t.ime ill July and August lAst 

yeRI' 111,,1 .. 1' the heading" Sign;; of the timeR." 

.,(b) The pl'oseelltioll of the Pltlijabee couplod with the 

l'efuOlti.I·of th~ Oc)\'e\'fllnent tu tllke similar Rction against the 

Ci1)i1 and Mil ita?'!! (Jazetlp,. 

(c) The Colonisat.ion Bill. 

(d) The Land Alienation Ad A mendmfmt Bill. 

(~) The inel'eaHP of the e'lnal )'ates on the BA.l'i·Doab 

C'lnA.!. 

(f) Tile abnormal ir,enmHe of I.nnd Revenue in the Ra wal· 

pindi Di;;h'ict. . 
• (r/) The appalling mOI't.llity from plllgue which had mllde the 

people Rullen Rnd 1:\ho11r SCRI'Cl', flnd l'ni~ed tlle w~ges Abnormally, 

This diagnosis WllR perfectly cnrreet, for as soon 9S the most 

pre,.~ing gl'ievA.nceA were removed, the PunjRb beca.me quiet. 
Though the bureaucracy will probably persllfule themselves that 

this Illlppy rf'8ult was entirely one to the deportation of LaIn 

Lajpat Rai and of Ajit Singh, ano thllt Another mutiny had 

been I\veI'tAd solely by t,heir foresight and timely precautions. 

PRESS PROSECUTIONS. 

The PreM prosecutions, too, which were entered upon 80 

lightly by the Government did not show much wisdom. In 
some instlWlces the Crown failed to secure 11 conviction an.d a 
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defeat in such cases must alwlLYs covel' the Govemmer.t witb 

huu;ililLtioD. Then, Again, the prosecutiolls in Calcutta. 8ho~6d 
unmistakably the new spirit with which t,he people Ilr8 'pre
pared to £ac':e all attempt" at coel'Cion. In mlLny of theSE 

cases the defendants refllsedto plead And cheerfully wePlt tAl 

prison and they must be blind indeed who cannot see in it 8 

new cOD!;r'iommess of nationality which lit th'3 present day in

spil'es YOUllg India and has penetrated even the sAClusion 01 
the IAlIHtWL When the E.litol' of the Y1,/,gant(tr was sent 

to j;lil, there wa., It crowded meeting of Indiau ladies in CI\I· 

cutta, not to condole but to pn~sent a congl'atulatory adrlreos tc 

his mother, and what did the old lady Imy ill bel' reply? "Bupin'. 

useful Clll.'efl l· hilS just begun," she !:i,dd, "with his I'I;lCent in

carceration and his example will do mOI'e good than hi;. (llel'€ 

presence as a humhle worker in the mic\M. or his COlllltl'ymen," 

Again, at the B.uisal Conference, which Wil l; fOl'cihlr dil!pel'lll'd, 

some IlldieR filing a W ily their ornaments on witnes.;ing t.he humilia

tion of their hushands and sons ,Ul.1 took a vow to hl'ego all 

lllxul'ies till th(1 mOil had learnt to aHl"' lI't tl .... ir lawful right8. 

Not sfltiRfi ed with t.he"e prosee utiolls the Government unde'rt,ook 

a crusade ugaillst mel'e B<'hoolhoys and 0111' young b:tl'barians 

were either pnhliely flnggtl,l 01' cOD;lemned to hat'd I: ... hour. I~ 

it It matter for wonder that, a,ll this should have (litlle.l £"r Ul€ 

most intense indignation throughJut the cOlluky? The offieial 

may not believe it but we C'l.n assllI'e him the Inllilt14 bas eye • 

. Rnd hands, OI ·~ans, ,limen8iolls, >lerlse:>, atftlctiom;" arid passions, 

18 it It matter for wonder thll.t the political movement 

!5hould have waxed stronger· and "tronger, driving even mHn)' 

moderate m'en into IIctive sympathy with those wbom they bad 

previously regarded as impracticable visi:mal'iflS. 



And this bl'ings'meto the unrest in Bengal, the partitioo.~ 

wbich has not only stra.ined the loyalty of ~any people but had~ 
to iragic results which ought to h!l.ve been foreseen by theauthOli 

,of tha.t measure. One of its objeets was to strengthen the Mahd" 
ruedan influence in East Bengal. Tha.t influenoe has been 
str(lngthened; but its strength has been manifested in a. peculia.r 

way. I 'do not wish to rlwell on the Mahomeda.n riots and 
the 'atracities which OCCUlTed in Et,st Bengal, butthls I aiU 
bonnd to say,tllt~t the local officials were Jacking in that D,rm

ness a.nd impll.ttiality which !ue the hest title of England tQ 
our allegiance. I wish to speRk with moderation, but what 
are we to think when II. Selil!ions.r udge divides witnesses into 

two claSHes, Hindus awl Mal'omeo:tns, and pl'efers t,lle evidence 

of MlI.homedans to Hindu", becRuHe they are Mahomedans. 

This II.vowed bias has l1fttumlly Illienated Hindutl who 'a.re 

burniJIg wjth I'esentment. 

Every one fltmilial' with the recent history of Macedonia

and our official., Itl'{' eertlli,Jly famili.ll· wit,h it-- knows that it is 

ver~ difficult fOt, It. (~ount.ry to obtain Rutonorny when " it is torn 

by religious and racial hatred!;, To divide lWeI rule, however, is 

a ma.xim which lllust bl.' hflt.efnl to every EngliHhman and we 

should be Borry to cl:al'ge flny English offi.cial with Huchtactics. 

But the fact remains that, for the fil,,,t t,ime ill Bengal, racial and 

religious hatreds have been 81\rging in the new Province 

iunong communities who fOI'm~rly lived on the most friendly 
tenDS. Lord Curzon, I find, protes ts Rgniust the llotionthatbe 

meant to playoff the MahomedllllEo against the Hhidus, and we 
are bound to accept His r_ordship's denial ; but there is awel1- . 
~nowD. maxim in law that every ,riJari mutlt be presumed ·tok .... 
see the cOll!lequeJlc€sof ,his own Ild$; ill(,ugh in theclI8e a lt~ 
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LordBhip, with his well-known foibles, we are not driven to rely 

upon this lJld legal saw, 

The officiflJs still fondly believe or pretend to beli~ve 
that the Mahomedans wel'e gOl .. derl to madness by the 

boycott movement of t,he Hino u~; Iwd that this was the 

real cause of the generll1 litwlessness of the lower cll',"ses among 

the Mahomedans which blll'"L into flame in Ellst Benglll only a, 

few months flgO, It is, however, singular' that thiH lawlessness 

did not rel'elll it.self when the movemf'nt WAS at it.R Iwight, 

.Again; if the offi~illl view is con'ect" we hfl.ve f\. reml\l,l;.f\hle ill"

tll,nce of the imlllte ppn'ersity of t,he Orient:11 mind; for the 

boycott benefited the Mah,)meJans and not the Hindlls, by 

reviving the wellving indllstry on which they had lil'erI for 

generations, It is, howev!'r, l1nneCei<8ary to diRcuK'< t,hi!< qnesl,ion 

at lengt,h, blleatHW it: has now ~lPetl pl.wed beyond all cont,I'()VerRY 

by the solemn jurlgnlf'Tlts proIlOUnCe(] not by Hil.clu hut by 

English find MAholllednn Magistrllte~, 

At ,JamaJpur, WhN'f' the ctistul'blinees bega.n in the Mymen

singh DiHtriet, the first infol'lnatiOl\ lodge(! at the Polke Stat.ion 

contllined no reference whatever to boycot.t (,1' pickett.illg. 'Mr. 

J3eatsoIJ Bell, the t.rying Magist.rate at l).-wangllnj, obsel'ved thllt 

boycott WAS n.)t the cause of the di"tUl'b'~nref', Anothel'Special 

Magistrate At Dewangunj, himself Ii Mahome(hn gentlema.n 

of culture, rernflrkerl : "There was not the leagt, provocation for 

rioting; the common object of the I'ioters was evidently to molest 

the Hindus." In aTlot,her Cll .. e t.he slime Ma.gistrate observed: 

.. The evidence adduced on the side of the prosecution sbow~ 

tha.t, on t.he dato of the riot, the I\Ccused had read over a notice 

to A. crowd of M u&"8.lmnns and had told them that the Govern

ment and the Nawab Bahadu'C of Dacca had passed orders to 
th~ effect that nobody would be punished for plundering and 
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oppres .. ing t,he HinduR. So, after the Kali'simage was brok~n 

by.the M IlsAfllmans, the shops of t,he Hindu tr'aders were also 
plrindered." Again, Mr. Barniville, the Sub-divisional Offict'r of 

Jamalpnr, in hiA Report on t.he Melandahat riot said: "Some 

Mllssa.lmaml pnclflimed by "t~at of dnnn that the Government 

had permitted them to loot the IIinrlus." Anll in the Hargilcha-r 

abduction cnse the flame Magi~tl'llte remarked that the outrages 

were due to the announcement that the Government had per

mitted the MIlhomedaJl8 to mnrry Hirtdn widows in nikka form. 

The tl'l1e exphnntion of thf> /'lovage outbreak is to be found 

in the" red pamphlet" which WHR circlllnted so widely among the 

MahomedllnR in East, Bengal, and in whieh t,here iR not II word 

about boycott. or Hill.ln volllllteel'R. "YB Mussalmans," Raid the 

red pamphhlt, "ariRe, fI wake, do not. l'Pfld in the snme Rehools with 

Bin(lIlR, Do not huy anything from:\ Hindu shop. Do not 

t\)I1ch'anyarticle I!lAIIllfaeturcll hy Hindu hands. Do not give 

any employment to R Hindu, Do not, nccept Rny degrading office 

.nno.er II Hindu. Yon Hre ignorant, but if you ncquire knowledge 

yOl~ enn at once sen<l All Hindu" to Jehannum (hell). You 

forJ"1 the majorit.y of the I'opulation of this Province. Among 

the cllltivat()rs R IHO you form the majority. It is Agriculture that 

is the source of wealth. 'l'he Hinrlll hilS no wealth of his own 

And hAS made hilnl,elf rich on ly hy despoiling YOIl of your wealth. 

If you become 8ufficiently enlightened then the Hindus will starve 

and !lcon become MahomednTlR," The man who preached this 

Jihad was only bound down to keep the peace for one year t 
You Arc pl'obably surpriRed flt such leniency. We in Bengal 

were not, or were only sllrpt·ised to hear that the mfln ha~ been 

bound down at all ! 

At the present moment there is undoubtedly a ]ull ,in 

East Benp'al: bllt who knOWR that the Province mav not be 
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swept again by another violent storm of wild frenzy and brute 

ferocity? For the devil of religious jealousy and hatred may 

be easily evoked; it cannot. be as easily dismissed. 

THE SEDITIOUS MEETINGS ACT, 

The partition of Bengal is l\t the root of all these dis

{)rders and the discontent created by it has spread to other 

parts of the countl'Y' The result is It general nnre!lt, and, in 

the opiuion of the Government., the situation is becoming 

serious. Hut is not the solut,iotl of the problem within easy 

l'Emch ? Yell cannot goverll India without the sympathy and 

confidence of the people. Th3.t sympathy and that ('ollfidence 

have been imperilled by Lord Cllrzou'foj alltoc\'lltic lIH"aSUl'e and 

the only wily to win ba.ek oUl'sympathy ano confidence is its 

revel'saland uot the Seditions Meetings Ad which was pmlsed 

on the 1st Novemher last. Of that Aet] find it diffieult to 

spea.k with patience. But, flS my honourable friend Ml'. Goithale 

said in the Coundl Ohamber', even UlOl'e ,iHngm'ollK than the Act 

itself is the po\ie)' t,hat lies behind it ' "-a l'0liey whic:h is II II 'rise , 

in the highest degree and which is houno to fuil iii l'loia as it 

bas failed everywher-e elsf'. It will buI'H into the minds of the 

people harsh memorieK whid\ even time nmy be powerless to 

efface, ano will, rhere is every reasoll to feltl', enhnnee the very 

evil which it is intended to eor.tl'ol. 

We hope, however', that this HOW weapon with which the 

Executive have peen :trmed will be \'ery sparingly lls(·d. I!'or the 

Prime Ministel' said only a few days ago that he was in favour 

of the free toleration of all agitation that is not directly and 
openly subversive of order. And I have no doubt that these' 

principles of tcleration will be loyally cltr'ried out by the Indian 

Hovel'uUlent, when they recover from the panic which 

ha.s seized them. All agitation is not subversive of 
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order. Every agita.tor is 1I0t a rebel though he is labell~ 

lI'S,such by a section of the Anglo-Indian Press. A s~b may 

be.\)bjectionable in expl'llssion llud temper, but it ought not. to ~, 

l'6pl'essed merely becau~c it migllt indirectly be subversive of 

order. 
LORD CURZON. 

By It strange it'ony of fKte, it was left to a sympathetic 
Vicf'l"oy and a Liberal Secret,a)'y of Sts.te to adopt a policy of 

J'epression which LOI'd Ourzan never ceases to remind us he had 

no occasion to call in lIifl. ~ut the responsibility for this new 

policy primarily rest,s upon Hi~ Lordship, not upon Mr'. Morley 
01' Lord Minto who did lIot come into a "haven of peace." Heavy 
storms had brokf'n out before the retirement of Lord Ourzont 

who left undone tlvcl'ything which he ought to have done and 

did everything which he ought not to have done. People for 

the first time began to distrust the good faith of their 

mIen'!, for Hi" Lordship mflde no secret of his conviction that 

England's trne mission was to gOI'ern India, but not through the 
'people or with their aRsistance. The commercial exploitation of 
thee count,l'y and its atimillistration by Englishmen were his 
ideal {If imperialiRm. Indillns were to be excluded from aU 

officeR of trust and responsibility and were to be denied even 

all opportunities of qualifying themselves for snch offices, whicR. 
were to be reserved exclusively for the ruling race. And in 
every department of the publin service a Idrge number of 
highly paid offices were created by him to be filled by bis 

own countrymen. 

We have, gentlemen, a long and heavy indictment to 

bring against Lord Ourzon. We charge him with Inning 
arrested toe progress of education. We charge him '"*, 
baving set back the dial, of local self-government. We oha.tp 
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him with having delibel'ately 8Ilcl'ificed the interests of the 

Indian people in order to conciliate English exr)oitf\r~ and 

acmini!!tmt,ol"s, And, l!loSt,ly, we eLarge him with h:wing 'set 

Bengal in a blaze, It is LUI'f! CU1'zun and I"ord Curzon 'alone 

who is responsible for the rise of the new pfwty, fOl' 'he 

drove the people to despail' and to !II:1dlH'SS, It is tl'lle 1,ord 

(JUI'zon has retiI'ed, and yet. tho Hew party il> growing in 
numbel',;' But we maintain tllat Lor'd Onrzoll is respor.sibJe 

for this growth, and if it iH al"'(1 gt'owing in bittemess, Lord 

(111r7.0n and LOl'd CUI'ZOll !l,lo!\e j" l'e:spollsible fol' it. M 1', MUI';oy 

speaks of his duty t.o fLrre~t the h>lnfl which would set the prairie 

on fit'e.Why did he not theil, though ill oppositioll, seek to 

arI'l~iilt ]_ord Curzon's hanel '? He r~ould 1I0t have rendel'ed a 

gl'eiltel' serviee both t.o .I<~nglall\l alld t.o India, £01' no Englishman 

has done mOl'e to undermine 0111' loyalty than the Viceroy who 

sought to humiliate not only His Maje"t.y's Jlldiatl ",ubje~~ts but 

also the great l'Illing chi~f" , 1t is quit.e IH)ssible we have f'liled 

to.appreciate His LOl'dship's g,.od Inl,tllltioll", but the herald who 

recnlled only the other day the vi\'t,ucs of Lord Clive lI1fty console 

himself with the l'eflection that justice 11111)' yet be done to l.im 

in the avenging pages of histo'.'y-in the Gt'eek Kalcnds. 

If the Pllnj.\b is quiet, it is only ~)e(!lluse the grievallces of 

the people hrlve been redl'essoJ, If Hengltl is still in a disturbed 

condition, it is only heCtlUSe the pa.rtition of Bengal is a festering 

sore which will not be healed, Let the Btlllgnii-speaking people 

be placed under' a Govel'nm' wit.h an Executive Council, arul yon 

will see th.) winter of ou!' (lisconten~ made glOl'ious summer. 

Force is no remedy, and th~ best secUl'ity for the peace of 

the country is the conviction that all real grievanc'-*> will be 

redressed, not deportations or coercion Acts; and I ha.ve no 

hesitation in saying that timely concessions alone call arrest 
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the prog!'ess of the discontent which, though at present is a. 
dbnd', no bigger' than a "Gllln'S bmd, may in time overshadow 

the.'whole land. 
MR, MORLEY. 

And this r£:minds me tllRt Mr. Morley made a fatal mistake, 

fatal to his reputation as a Liberlll and a statbsHlllll, when he 

I'efuseci to nudo the partition of Bengal and Rought shelter be

hind a "ettleci fact, [f he had ouly shJwn more courage "Bengal 

would not have been convulsed Hnd there would have been no 

excuse fot, the rerwtinnal'Y policy which has done so much to 

tarni"h hi>! fail' fame as a Liberal statesman, And yet though 

unwilling to di8turb the par'tition of' Bengal, in his first Budget 

,speech Mr, Morle,V spoke sympathetically of the new spirit which 

is abroad ill Jnrliu, The Indian system of gover'nment could 

not, he admitted, move in the old narrow groove but called for 

improllellltJut, Speaking of the Indian COllgI'es~, he SAid that 

t,h!ll'e was no reason to be frightenBd at it;.; demands, as it 

did ll<)t insist on any violent (Jl' startling new depar

tures, Dissatisfaction with the administr'ation, said the 

grea't di8ciple of Mill, is r;ot disaffection, It is tr'ue he did 

not think that In-!ia should have universal fluffroge or be placed 

on the same footing liS the self-govel'lling colonies, but he insisted 

upon t1w"pil'it, the temper, the pl'ineiples and the maxims of 
ll:nglit;\t inslitutiollR being applied to the government of India~ 

Mr. Morley also Hltid that fl definite and deliberate move ought 

to be made with a view of ghring c")mpetent and able Indians the 

fl8me accel:ls to the higher postl:l in the administl'atioll that are 

given to their British (eUow-t;ubjects, and pointed out that the 

Proclamation of Queen Victoria should be construed in a liberal 

ar.d generous sense and not refined away with the ingenuity ot 
a quibbling attorney's c1e.rk. We should be untrue, said the 
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friend and biographer of G11\dstone, "to all the trftditions of this 

Parliament and to those who, from time to time and from genel'>t

tionio generation, have been the leaders of the Liberal Part}, if 
we were to sRew fJurselves afmid of facing hnd recognising the 

new spirit with {'andour Bnd consideration." We know lww 
these professions have ended. They h'lve ended in ,leportfltiolls, 

ordinances, public prosecutions, punitive police, milit:u'Y enn;;tn.

bulary a.nd the Public: Meetings Act. 

On the last. Budget deb,~te this gt'eRt LiberRI Ministe,· 

boldly s.lid thRt he had no apology whatever to offer for' the 

deportations in th", Punjab and he reeommenrled 1\ policy of 

firmness which in India means repression. Now we IlJ'C quite 

willing to believe in l\h. Morley's kindness, sy mpfl.t.hy l\Od love 

of justice, though it may cost us a painful mental effort, but 

when he says his anchor still holds, Wi! al'e bound to remind 

him that. his "e;;8el has veered ronnl! with the tide. .m 
not probably admit that he hag changed his gl'ound, bt;t he 

has certainly ehanged his front. It if! nut, however, at 

all difficult to account for t.hi" sad e1l!mge ill Mr'. 

Morley'f! attit.ucte. He haR been evidently misled bj·o his 

responsible advisers whose knowledge of the condition of 
the country iR derived from seerflt. police reports, alld who 

told him of widesprtlild sedition and the iJl\minence not of a 

mere mutiny but of a revolt against the English rule with aU 

its a.ttendant horrors,-a rising of the women and (lhildren 

against the men, A large section of the English Press also 

BOught to create enmity between the fWD races by stirring up the 

memOl'Y of the dark days of the Indian Mutiny. stained with s<> 

many crimes and SCI much carnage; and the JAadon Times, true 

to its traditions. recounted the 014 story with embellishments in 

order to embitter our rulers .pillst us. What wondfll', than,if .tha' 
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' , •• poet,Ie of ,f, reedom,tol'!hom l'ensons of State areonlytbe tyrant?~,', 
(plea, hIlS been compelled to yiel<! t,o the prtlSSu!'e put upon him by 
reAp6nsible Rdvisel's and hy the Press. J will not 811.y, wi\h the 
Tory Press in England, that MI'. Morley h1\Sbeen tl'llnillated, but 

we are painfully reminded of Ariel in tbe hateful bondage of 

Bycorax. The tl'uth is politics, even in OUl' day, is like pitch. 
You CB.nnot touch it wit,hont bfling defiled, ,\nd t~e Secretary of 

State might have profit,en by the warning of (Jomte tha.t a. 

pbilosopher who holds up i'l'Om hi!' c108e~ lofty ideals of conduct 

spould not take fln active part ill the P[·:i.ctical admini:stration of 

1\ cOlllltI')' like India where n LibeI'IlI statesman must frequently 

stoop to fll't.s which r.l;ty be l'ooonciled to the officiRI conscience 

but not t,o the cow.dene(' of the plain man. 
Mr, Morley, I repeftt, has fallen IIl1del' the spell of the 

bllreaucl"wy. We are quite willing to believ€' he meant! well. 

Ind4· the India Office, like the tioor of the House of 

Commons, is paved with good intentions, But ulAdel' the 
present l<yRteru of administr·",tiol1 it is impossible for any 
siilgle , man to do any real ser'vice to us. Th€' Secretllry 

of Sttte has to take his facts from the IncJiall officials, and the 

only puLlic opinion of which he knows anything is not the 
public opinion in India, but the public opinion in England, 

llouriRhed upon the lies told by ul1!lCrupulouB correspondents 

which are faithfully reproduced ill the EngIi.sh PI'BBS, 

THE G~QWTH OF A NEW PARTY, 

The growth of a new party in India has Qlso served I1S a very 

useful excul.le for deltlying an reforms, 1 am, however, bound to 

say that this pllrty is not, at the present moment, at all dangerous. 

Every sensible milD disapproves of its methods ; if the Govern~ 

mentcaD only rally the ?,Ioderates to their aide bygl-adually 
preparingtbe countl'yto ~e its position a8 a self-~ov~~ 

I 
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State or I\, federation of States ullited together undel' the 

supreme authol'ity of Engllmd, they will extinguish the new 

party completely, and the ominous shadow which has pl'o.i~Hed 
itself over the futul'O:l fortunes of the C\JUutl'y will disappear. 

The bllreaucmey, however, is unable t,o distinguish, or refuses to 

distinguish, between those who eal'ues\.1y .seek fur l'efOl'm and the 

irre.sponsihle agitators who would IUHe \lothing to do with the Go

vernment. They lit'e all ta.n'ed witl; the H:une bl'llSh, 1'hose who 

demand a b)'l{el' sha.n, in the adlJliui8ti'atiou of their eouutl'Y, as 

esseuti,tltui.ilt'l welf,tre ami tlw Ht,\bilit.y of the B"itish G~vel'llment, 

al'0confoullded with the pei>tiIellt demagogull wbo would dri ve the 

haten fOl'eigller into tho .sea, Those who cOllm;el theil' country

men to have patience, cunfident that their I'lIlers would in time 

give them ull they cali rfla"owluly wallt, if t.lley confine their 

agit.atillll to cOllf;titut,iomti Ilwt,hlHl", a"p eonfouwl"d with those 

who aSS'H't that notllil.~ gO()e! ('.all come ont, uf EngLu;il, a,fld t.hat 

passive Iwi"tltllGd if pen;ist.e,l in I\oldd compel the Engli"h to 

retire from the etHlIltl'.)', Bllt iH it, rwt. a serious hlunder, which 

in polities we a'\l know if; Will'S'" tlmn :t crime, to (itmollllCcc th'e 
• whole of the educaterl dasses al; disloyal '( Huch dellull;~iatiolls 

ha\'6 >;olllcti nies a fatal tewlunl~Y t,,, real i",e t,heIlliSd V'lS. 

WHO AIm Till;; ENEM I.E8 OF I:NGLAND, 

Mr, ~l()1'ley recently spokt' of the'" ",uemic!> ofl<;nglaud," but 

wlw al'e these enend68? Not eel'tainly the edUf:'lte;l c.i!lsf;es who 

represent tIlP bettel' mind of India, The real enemies of g'lgland 

are those Englishmen who lose no opportunity of showiug their 

hf4tl'ed and contempt fCI' the people (If this country. Flushed wit.h 

the insolence of It ruling caste they tr'<:'at them as an inferiur 

lace with whom friendly or sympathetic relations are impossible, 

The dangel' of such an attitu.ie was clearly diBCerned by 

Lord Salisbury, who, when he was Secretary of State for India, 
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ad?ressed t,his memorable warning to the Cooper's Hill College 

stud~nts more thlln thirty years ago . 
• " No system of govel'nment," he ~H.id, "can he permanently 

safe whe.'e there is a. feeling pf i nfe1'iority or of mortification 

lIifectillg lhe relations between the gover'ning lind t,he govemed. 

There is J,othing I wuuld lIJOie earnestly wish to impress upon 

all who leRv/) ~his country fat, I;ho pUl'pose of govel'uillg India. 

thlln t.hat, if they ('hoose to be so, they Itre the ouly enemies 

England has t;o feal', They al'O the per'sons who can, if they 

will, neal :I blow of the deadliest chal'aeter at thn future rule 

of Ellglanrl, " Sillell this wa,ming WIIS given the rl'lations 

betweplJ the t.wo ehs:,;os h~1Ve Ip'owli WOI'~e :tnd have given rise 

to l'llcia,l hatl'eil. which is stll'C t.o cause serious t.rouble; for, 

a:,; Mr, Morley Raid only tho other d,lY, bad and overbearing 

nmnnel's in lwlia. are a pollt,ieal crim\:', 

The real enemies of l<~nglanrl are t.ilOse who talk of the 

loft,y rluty of England t<'Wlll',l>! India but beliove 01' pretend 

to, believl3, t.h 'lt thi .. ClIII only be discharged by a foreign 

b\U'ell~emcy a,Tld th"t, in the inte"llo;t of the people them8t'lv'es, 

they ollghL not. t,o have tiny r e:\! "lllll'e in the adminiRtmtion 

of the eountry, For, as MI', Modey, t.he most tendel', lofty, 

eheerful lI.nd delicately Hob/ll' of 11.\1 moralists, says, "the usnN 

excuse of those who do evil to othel' people is that t.heir 

object. is to do them good," 

The \'elll enemin; of EllgllI.n,.1 aI'll those who try to stir up 

rt.cial lJatred in the pre";,,, by the most unblushing lies whenever 

reform is in the air, I am afraid to trust myself to speak of tte con

ductof theso men who lire II standing menace to Britit;h rule, a.nd 

will only SIlY that we deeply I'egr'et that at this cl'itical ' 

period the Guvernment of India should have Eielecteda oorre" 

8pondent of the Daily Mail, to I!upply them with Indiall"n.e~ 



20 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGll.ESS. 

a.t an extravagant sa.lll.ry, Who does not know the achievements 

of tbat paper in 1\11 pll.l'ts of the w(lrld,-it~ Africa, in China,. Ann 

in India? Who does not T9member the stOl'Y of the "cor"natlon" 

of Babu SurendranRth Bann(;rji, of the reign of tet'Nl: pstahlish

~d in EastelIl Bengal by the '" National Volunteers ", the 

II Barisal Scare," the incipient mutiny And last, though not lenst, 

tho treftsoDl\ble incitements ofMr, Keit, Hardie? This is certainly 

not the way to restore the !\onfidence of the people who are 

overcome by 1\ sense of utter holpll'll;.<;ne8.'1 n.nd oespair, 

CONGRESS DEMANDS, 

Mr. Morley !laid in his last speech that be could not dis

cover what we want our rulers to do which they are not slowly 

and gradually taking steps to accomplish, and seeins to think 

thllt we were crying for the moon. But the National 

Ccngref\.<; does not surely cry for the llIoon ,vhen it 

asks for the reduct,ifJn of the miJitlLry expendit,ure. 

The Nationa.l Congress does not sUI'ely cry fot, the "I(Jon when,it 

protests Il.gl\,inst degl'lldillg Coloni>ll Ol'dinan('es and demands for 
• 

the Indian the ordinary ri6hts of HI'iti"h citizenAhip in the 
Oolonies. 'fhe NILtional Congress does nct surely cl'y for the 

moon when it seeks the Roparation of Judicia.l frolll EX~l,lt.i\'e 

functions or protests a.gainst tbe pll.rtition (J Bengal. Tho 

National Congress does not sUI'ely cry for the moon when it 

insists upon the extension of primary education or the limitation 

of the revenue on lands which belong to the State, The National 

Oongress does not surely cry for the moon when it insist.s 

upon a truly effective representatitm of the people iuthe Legisla

tive Couucils or upon their representation in the Executive 
Oouncils of the Vi()Broy and of the Governors of Ma.d1'l\8 and of 
Bombay. 
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We do not demand t.he immediate recall of Lord Kitchen4ar 
or·the disbandment of the Indinn Army. We do not deman4 

uni~rsal suffrage. And yet these were some ot the red herrings 

Mr. Morley dl'agged am'oss the path of English public opinion in 
his Abroath speHeh.What we do demand is that our rulers should 

introduce refol'Dls as steps towards giving us that self-govern
ment~which is now the aspiration of 8. people educated for three 

generations ill the political idoas of the West. Mr. Morley admits 

that the English Itt'e here not for their own interest but for 

the interest of tll(; millions committed to their charge. Now; 

though t.his aSRertion has an unctions theological flavoul' about 

it, and mUlSt be taken with a few gl'ains of KIll'clltch salt, I 

tltke it no Englishlliltn will deny that the supremacy of the 

English is not to last for evel' and t,hat their real object is to 

teach India to ~'nle herself. I am confident that every true 

Englishman who has an inborn 8ense of freedom and justice has 
faith in self-govel'llment. And I can affirm with equa.l conft· 

dence that, howe~-er beneficent It foreign rule may be, no. peopJe 
in whom all manhood has not been killed (lut will ever willingly 

8ubm!t for ever to the yoke though it mDy be wreathed with 

flowers. This is OJ. lIatural sentiment which must commend 

itself to every tl'UEI-bearted Englishman. The" brightest jewel 
in the Bl'Hish Crown" mU8t not be reg:trded merely lIS It tna.r.et 
fol' BrHish goods 01' a field for the s~fe investment of British. 

<!apital or as opening a dignified career to "our boys." Now, 

can anyone honestly say that England has done all that.she 
might have done towH.rds accomplishing her missiQn ~ What. 
"{ ask our rulers, hav"l you done during the one-and-palf 
canturies of your stewardship? Given increased m&terial 
pI' asperity ~ Gran~d ; ~h?ugh the people with orjCb~ 

perversity· still· contlnuo to die of famina. Given 118 .·~gh 
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education? Granted; though here Again in ways peculiar to' 

the East where the law of cause and effect does not hold 

gOOg that educl\tion has, according to YOIl, led not to Clonlient

ment but to disa.ffection. But if that edueR-tioD, as we assert, 

has with all its faults given you public sel·vantfl. as able and 

as loyal as their English brethren, has not the time come to 

give thp, educated classes a larger share in the .administ,·ation 

of the count!·y? We look at the achievements of Japan in 

less t,han fift.y years. We look at PerHia, we look at China, 

and our minds al'e filled with nesp",ir. \Ve eannot, any longer 

he fed with worllout pla.titudes; aod when Mr. Morley 

deals in them he forgets that we too may claim to have 

kindled our modest I'ushlights at Burke and Mill',; henignant 

lamps. We too know the painful jOllrney that lies befJt'a ns 

before we can be welded into the politieal nnity of a lllttiol). 

Long, long is the way, rugged is the gl'o,md (lnll the ' weary 

stops must he bt-3dden with blee\ling feet, with bleeding 

knees and with b1peding heart>;. lint do not, we pray yon, 

stand with a drawn Rword to impede our journey. 

I repel\t that we are Tlot crying foJ' t,he moo'i. I 1'(l

peat., that L\11 we ask is that OUI' conntr')' should t'lke hel' 

rightful plaoe among the nlLtions under the ll'gis of England. 

We want in reu.lity and not in mere name to he the sons of 

the Empiro .. Our ambition is to draw closer to England and 

to be ahsorbed in that gr'eater Bl'itain in which we ha,'e now 

no place. The ideal after' which we are striving is ~utonomy 

within the Empire, and not absolute independence. Let 

England halp us in attaining our object and her name will 

continue to shine with undimmed glory, even when the New 

Zealander sit:. on t,he ruined arches of Westminster Bridge. 
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A new spirit j" IIbrolld in Indill 'vhkh ClllIs for an improve

ment in t.he In,Han system of government whil)h has now be· 
comi ,m a';I't(;hronism. Men nUI·tured. on Western ideals and 

literature must be Ilnimllted by new I'tspirlttions which must be 
f;.'ttisfied . T llf~ ti me that MacR II 11\ Y fort'sll.w - t.he most glorions day 

for Englnnrl --IHls how IIrrived . With the gl·owt.h of new ideas 

Ilnd Ilew nspimtion~ the lndinns illsisr. upon It grorLtor 8hA.r6 in 

the A.dminis:tl'lltion of their (lwn Itfiiti,·s. TI,is demlll,d ill l'esistetf 

by Itn alltocl'lttic bUl'eanc"a<'y who lire j('1l10IlS of t.he slightest 

encl'ollchmeut on the pl'i~'i1eges of t.heir OI'ller. H is ltdmitted 

on all hands that the people of this cOllnt.ry are DlOl'lt docile and 

law-ahiding ~Itl(l yet. portions (,f the ('ount!'y IU'" in a st.nt.e of fer

ment. This is duo not only to tho l'e~i"tl\IWe to the demand of 

tile people for It largor shal'e in t.1HI rntmngemerlt of their own 

nif.'lil's, hut al~() t.o the ren.ct.ionary polic), pel'si~tently followed in 

reeent }<'ilT'S by t.he GovenllTlent., l'Illcl their cont.PIPpt for public 

opinion nnd the legit,illlAte nspil'atiolls of the people. 

Polit.ical life is st.irrillg in ] ndia whieh must be fneed in 

a eonsi.dl'l'lIte !'pidt; but there IJas been, as .)'f~t. , no f;eriou8 
• attAllIl't t'J do f;O by the Government. The resuft is 

genpm) clisc:ontent.. The hUl·PFltlC!I·Ht.R 8.1·() ~ert~inly wise in their 

genertltioll . They defer !til ref 01'11", till the iliscontent gathers 

in \'G!llme Hnd leRds to seditious 1lI0VemEont.fI, whell they readily 

8eizEl on t.hem all a pretext fol' repl'es.;ion IIFHI for indefinitely 

po~tp()ning any expel·iment in flelf-gn\"emment The Spanish 

matador, as we all know, nll~cl:lens the bull with uis muleta and 

then plunges his sword into itR neck . 

The supreme necessity of the hour is IiIYIllPllthy. We wish to 

see i_ anil less of the 8tl'Ong hand, an.l more lind more of the 

Itrong nerve, the strong head and the kind heart. As the PI'iOlfi 

Minister recently sa.id, the iridian Administration should be 
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brought into closer COlltA.Ct with the Indian people, and that it is 

only by an honest, conragoous and persi!.tent at,tempt to do' so 

that )i~ngland woulJ discharge her momentous trllst,-the "most 

momentous t.rust that was ever committed to 1\ gl'eat State. And 

thel'e never was a time when sympA.thy was more needed; for 

India is t.ruly a country of many sonows arid is stricken sorely 

by plague lind famine. 

And this brings nte t.o the reforms which Mr. Morley 

.,lmdowed forth towa.rd" the enrl of his speepholl the last Indian 

Budget debate. These were, in addition to a Royal Commission 

to enquire into the evils of ovel'-centrRli"ati()ll, (fhst) the institu

tion of an Advisory Council of Notables, ("E\CO\l'~) the enlarge

ment of the Legishtive Conncils, (thirr!) the fuller dis<:u~sion of 

the Budget in the Vieeroy's C\)llllCil, and (fourth) the nomina

tion of one or two Illdil\lIs to the ;4'lCl'etllry of State's Council in 

London. 

It would he pt'ematul'e to exrl'e~~ .IUY opinion 011 the work 

of the Decent,rlllif'lltion Commission. We have, Iwwever, 8VflI'y 
~ . 

reason t.o think that, it will sh'8ngthw the elccti\'e elel(lcnt on . . 
M.M:icipaland Local Ho;u·ds and thllt t.he l'epl'esent.n.:tives of the 

people will be associated with the Di"tl'ict officer in t.he work of 

loclll administr·ation. J know t;hat most people distrust Commis

sions, though Lord Curznn WIIS free from any "lIch weRkness. 

But we trnst that the Decentralisation Commission will prove an 

exception to the genet'AI rule and lead to great improvements in 

the administration, as the terms of referenoe are wide enongh to 

include Pl'OPOSfl.lS fur I.Hlvalwing the CRuse of local self-govern

ment by strengthening and developing Municipalllllrl J.JOCaIBoat·ds 

and by decelltl'IlJising District Administration. The distribution 

of 'power between the Supreme Ilnd Provincial Governments is a 

matter of secondary importance to us. But to what extent our 
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control of local nffuifS in Municipalities a~d District and LOOIil 
Boards is l'elll-also to what extent the administration. of ... 
district by the conect~r a.nd Dist,rict Magistra.te is intlueri~&d 
directly and indirectly by the opinion of the J>e"ple of the 

distl'ict-the,;c fire matters of supreme importlmoo. Though woe 
may not be yet. in a position t(1 make It correct forecast of the 
result, of the Iaboll1's of the Commission, our best lDen mWit 

direct their tJnel'gies towards making'~ese labours fl'uitful.,~,and 

this ean only be {,fi'tJcted by om' coming forward in suflkient 

numbers to give e~idellce before it: Of course, only such persons 

should eo me fOl'wltrd fOI' t,he purpose as have II. fair grasp of 

the.'le questiollR lind some p{lrsonAI acquaintance with either 

loon I self-govcl'nment 01' distriet Itdministl'ation. ']'he present 

di8position which, 1 feuI', is general all over the country to 

leave the C"mmission 1110no iR most unfol'tunate and will 

ollly do \11'1 harm, We should insist that the compoRition of 

Municipal and Distriet. and LoeA.1 Boards should IIOW be entirely 

01' ltlmQst cntir'ely electi"o, We should Also insist that the 

'!'eSOUI'ces at theil' diRpmml should be larger th>ln atJlo;present. 

An~ we "hould lastly insist, that the oont,rol of Govewment: 

over lOCAl budies should be similar tq. t,ha\; of the· Local 

Govel'llment BOllrd ill~;nglalld, and, a.<; th,~re, it, should be e¥

ercised only in the inter!Jsts of efficiency Ilnd purity of 

!l.dministration, lind that, FubjecG to this control, 10(~1 bodies 

should be free to manage loc/\I affairs nnd spend local resoureeg 

as they tleem best, TbtlD, and then only, would they feel a. real 
sense of responsibility ill the matt,erof local self-government 

which can never be develop~d "under the present system of c.on

stant and harassing interferencl.' on the p!l-rt ot officia.ls. As 

regards district adlDinistl'ation, everybody will admit tha.t .the 

O<>llector and pistrict Magistrate should. be emanciplltedfrom 
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the present excessivll S6l'ret.arill.t cont!":ll, and, in place of it, 

every hea.d of a di;;t.rict Rhould have (ls80ciateq with him' a 

Board Nlmposed of elected Rn,l nominat.ed members, wbich 

may Rt first be entir-ely or almost IltltiI'cly RjviROI'Y, but which, 

in course of time, Hhould be entl'nstf)d with definite and 

gradually i'xpanding power'", of cont.rol. All illlpor~"nt nd

ministrative matters cnnclo'rning n diRtrid, exc'lpt Rn;!h Il!l 

may have to be tr·ell.ted as strictly eonfiliential, shonld be 

laid before thi~ Hmu·,J for advil'e, wl.idl t,lw Oollpet,or ann 

District Magistmtn ;;htluld Hot lw at lih,,;,ty to !"let. aside ex

cept for rea~l'nH to be l'ecorded ill writillg. If the experilller.t 

succeeds, HS it is bound to 00, the HOIIl"n "lIould be empowpred t.o 

exerci;;e snhstantial eontrol OVPI' mo"t mattf'},,, of di"t,I'iet admi·· 

nistration like the Hrlministral.ion of f'xeiF;H lind fon'st. rules, 

fAmine and plague fidminist.ral,ion. 

The fil'st, three l'efOl'mS a,lnmbrat,·d by M.r, Mod,,), lire now 

emhodi.,rl in what; i" known :If, t,hfl Simla.8chfn\1o, 1\011 I pl"OpOl'H~ 

to deal with these reforms Vel'), briefly. Till' idea of a Ooullcil 

of NotableR is net quite new. A Rimilar measure was trierl by 
Lord Lytton in 1877, hut,HR 1\11-. Mmlp)' admit:,;, it Wl\S n. "omplfte 

faihn'e; Ilnd 1 fear t'vtt unless t.he "dlenw i" eOll8itlembly molli

fied, the proposed refol'lll will "hare the same htl~. For t,he 

Council is sure to b[J It rea('(,iotHtry hody,---n.n lrdii11l House 

of Lord", with t.his differen(~e, that. t.he }(~nglish HOIlRe of Lords 

contains Illfmy able Illld lleeompliRhed me" who hltve 'oet.n 

trained in p"litics from t.hl'ir ellrliel't youth and \"ho nre 

in a lal'ge l'JeUSIIl'e in t.ond with the general trend of 

public opinion. I do not, howe\·p.r, d.,ny thftt the proposed 

Oouncil, if it is properly r.onstituted and its funetiolls 

enlarged, may he a useful institution. But the pl'esent scheme 

is open to a variety of objections. In the first place, tllOugh 
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ruling prinCt's may well be invited to It Council' which has 
to· fleal with matte.l·s touching t,he welflu'e of their States or 

theit l'elat.ion!l to the pat'I101ount power, British subjects alone 

should he eligible as members of R Coulleil wllichwill have 

to deal exclllKh'ely with qnestions re),lting to administmtion 

in Brit,i~h Illdill. on whwh l'uling chiefs are llOt likely to be 

lI.ble to give mueh llseful 1I .• 1viee. 

The (Imposed Oou/lcil j" filso open to objection on the 

ground tha.t. the C::mJwillo)'s 111'(' not. to be eonsult.e(l collectively 

hut only ir!dividllnjly. Tlwn. again, it iH n.hsoolntely necessary, 

in order to create confidenee Ilnd to secllre in somfl m&asure 

populnr rp,prElf'ent.n.t,ion, tllll.t a eer·tain proportion of the mem

bel'S shou\:l be elected by thp, different, Pl'ovinces. The Council 

should nlRO meet {Lt, st,flt.f'tl t.ime,:, a.Bel whenever nny pt'opoAed 

measllre iR n0t :1CC1}pt,ea hy It Innjorit.y of the mombm's it should 

be rll'oppeil, or, nt 11Il)' )'})te, post.pmwil, fol' further com<ideration. 

You CflJlllot invite opinionfl only to flout them. 

The pl'op()sed J'f'fonH of t.he Viceroy's Legisla.tive Council is 

nll'o open to vdry Hel'ioUH objeetiolls, if indeed it is not a step 

baclfwlll'.1;;. It has heen almost nnivm'snlly condemned, 98 the 

Pl'opo!'ltl to allow t.he 10CIIl Couneils to l'cturn only f<even out of 

fifty·four· rRemhtll·s would seriollsly I'e .. luce the inflnence of the 

educat.·d communi!.y who, 1I0twithKt,anding the sneers at intellec

tURls, lawyer", and schoolmaster!', are the real leaders of public 

OPUIlOT!. Distrust,. we all know, hreeds clistt'l1st, and the 

Government ought not to be Hurprised if my countrymen regard 

their proposals with the same 81lspieion with which the Troja.ns 

regarded the friendly gifts (If the Greeks. 

The functions ()f the Council should also be enlarged and 

thel",bate on the Budget ought to be made a reality instead (If;1i 

mere academic .exerciR6. This can only he done by allowing the 



28 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGREBB. 

memhp.l's to divide on any queetion on whichthelfl ma.y be a. 

difference of opinion on any he.9.i1 in the Budget. The Council 

should also be given Itn opportunity of diseussing, under pl'\)per 

safeguards, questions relating to administration on whieh there 

is a strong public feeling, 

The Provincial Councils should also be expanded cn the 

same lines and evel'y di8trict shoul(/ be Illiowed to return a 

member, And the Advisory BOIu'ds for 8S8illting 10l'ul Govemol"s 

in ca.rryillg 011 the ftdministl'atio(l should be eOllstituted on the 

model of the COUllcil of Notables, All impOltant matters 

connected with local 6.r1ministl'lttion should he l'cfel"l"eP to these 

Boardt; for opinion hefol'e any aetion is takel!. This is the only 

wa.y to bi-ing the arlmillish'at,ion into toueh wlth the people. 

I would aRk )'ou to eOlIsidcl' the reform scheme carefully, 

for I am 8l1l'e I,he Goverll1n~lIIt will give dne weight, to any 

recommendations which may he ma.rle by you, It hilS be6n put 

forwllrd before the public fOl ' Cl'itic,islO and it is OUl' dut,y to 

8uggellt such II.d<litit'lls IIno "Itet'"tions as would, in our opinion, 

improve tho scheme, It would certainly not be wise to rejllct 

the propolllI.h; 8imply bel)J1u:'e they 00 rJo)t go fal' enough 'in a 

petulant spir'it, On the othel' hnnd, til" Government have no 

right to be ;;urpl'iserl if, in t,heir present 111000, my countrymen 

refuse to be cOlls'Jlet! by these rathel' oouh~ful concessions for the 

deportl~tion of Briti~h subjects without atrial or the partition (If 

Bengal. 

It remains only to add with regard to t,he fourth pm

posal cf Mr, Morley, that it hitS all'eady been carried O\~t, It 
is no doubt 1\ grCl\tstep forwards but H;s IIsefulnees will 

'entirely depend on the careful selection of the members." But 

the selE'<Jtions which have been made, have not com.ma.nde:d 

general approval. Such approval can only. be secnred ~y 
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giving tile people a voice jn the selection. We must, thert!" 

fore, ask that wLenevel' liD indi~n hl\~ to be l\ppointedall 

elecied members of the Mtlveral Legislative Councils should be 

invited to submit three nIlmes to the Secretary of StatE', who 

should then ~ele~t one out of the three. 

I will now pass on to the present position (lEthe Na~io,na.l 

Congre!!.~. Gentlemen, it lUI" heen Mid that there is a hope

less divif<ion in 0111' ranks and that we have now come to the 
parting of wapI, Jt has been >;!lid that we ;u'e divide'iinto two 

partic!I,-UI(:se who place theil' fl~ith ill constitutio,nal methods 

and those who hll.ve los t, nil faith in tbem··-A,nd that it is 

impossible fol' the t,wo p'lrties any longer to Mt together. 

Now in II. V3!1t organisat.ion like the Indian Congl'ess, which em

braceR every flection of the community, diffel'ences of opinion 

mURt be inevit,nble; though they cannot be allowed to reach a 

point which would paralyse ou!' flction, QUfI,ITcis when they stop 

short of this only prove not Ule wellknes.'l but the strength of our 

~orubinatil'II, They show the vigour of life and .not the langour of 

deca~" One thing, however, 'we wust not for'get. We must not 

forget. th"t the Nlitional Congre8r; is definitely committed only to 
constitutional methods of agitation to;which it is fast mool'ed, and if 
the new party dC'e8 not, approve of such methods and cannot work 

harmoniously with the old, everybody must admit it hAS no place 

within the J»I.)e pf the CongTes@. Secession, therefore, is the only 

course open to it.. But I most fervently hope and trust that 
IlQthing of the kind will happen, for are we not aU soldiers ftght

ing in the same cause and under the same 6ag marching together 

to tb~ golden trumpet note sounded by Dadabhai N aO-rrijilastYe&r 
. for the great battle of SWt1lraj ~ . Are we not all inspited · witb ·1ibt 

. ame ideas, the same thoughfll, the same . desires and , the :~. 
_ipiritiOO& ¥ 'l'b. Oo~ um. to dte.w U8together~d<. 



20 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS. 

not to divide us. It stands pledged I\S ever to the larg~r 

~mpJoyment of the people of this COUll try ill the public ser

vices so as to gr.ulullJly dispense with t,he present expensive 

administration. It "tA.nds pledgi'o as e\'er to Dill' larger re

presentat,ivn ill the Legisillt.i\'e Cuuncil;;, It stands pledged liS 

ever to the I'etillet,ion (:f the ennl'm')Us :nilital'y expenditure 

,lnd to tl mot'C ellUH.1 divi,;i(\ll()f thl1 burde'l between Enghtnd 

and India. It stands pledged 118 evel' to the limitation of the 

land revenne, It "tand" pit),lg<l\l HI-; "vel' to the separlttion of 

.l!:xeclltive aml J u,ljeial f'nlletiollK, It St.1111rlS plerlgerl as ever 

to tll'J SW(t(leshi movement, It ",bll1,is pl ulige.\ a", ever to the 

('eBulution dlllt; the boyeott, movement in Bengal inlluguratea 

by way of protest againf;t the pal'tit,ion of tile Pl'ovillce is a 

legitilIll\.te lIIovelllent. It stfmos pleclg<,d 'L~ over to the r eunion 

of the people of Beng,\l Ul1ij"I' one /),l'lliuistl'ation, And, lastly, 

it stand", pledge.l a,s evel' to win gl'H,dua.lly foe t,he COllotl-Y by 

all consti~lItiollal meaw.; thll.t autonomy which England IllLs,,;o 

wisely granted to her c,) lonies, 

We 1\11 l'et)ognise til l. I<llpnmJe nfl€rI of unity an~ of 

patriotic f\acl'ifice, \,Ye al'e all agt'eeti tl' ;Lt, nations 1I.1'e Ulade 

by thenUldveti, \Vo H.l'e 1111 agt'eed oil l,ho necel;sity of education 

<)ll national lines and the gencl'al el(w>l.tion of the masses so 

es&ent,ial to the ai,tainllJen t of It higher political life. Weare 

all agreed on t.he necessity of iwlu . .;tl'ial developmer.t. For 

even deeper thau political I'dorm, before mere forms of Go

vernment, lies the gre:~t questiun of the indwitrial regeneration 

of the Ml.lntl'Y, Let us r:;tllno by the Swadeshi movement 

which is founded not on hatred but on love-love of ()Ill' own 

eountry! nut hatred of the foreigner, Our Cl'eed if! short and 

ClmsistB in the .development of India for ourselves; but Swadeshi 

Wit.hin the limits of the law. It is a patriotic sentiment which 
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i:.volves no rlisloyalty, We are determined not to use foreign 

goods so fal' a~ pl'8.cticahl(), and no amOuuL of repression will 

detei: us from carrying Ollt our resolution, We cannot 

protect OUl' indnstdes by tariff'legislation, but we can show our 

love for the eourH;ry by UUI' OIympathy for the masses who are 

now stetlped ill ullspeakable POVE't'ty, The Anglo-Indian com

munity, however', hll ve taken fIoight lit this movement and the 

Goverllment t.oo have been infeettld by it, They dr'aw It sharp 

diBtinetion betwtlen S/flo,cleski llnd boyeot,t; bllt unless boycott is 

aecolll[Jllllied by violeo(in is th"l'c allY real differenee between the 

two? 

I eOllfeHIl J :,;ee no reason why we should not still be able 

to work in hHl'UJOIlY, A house divided against itself eannot 

stA.nd, anti we tnn~t be on 0111' g\~\l.l'd against t.he ueadly pedlof 

di~tUlion, The mee may not alwa,ys be to the ~wift nor the battle 

to the st.l'ong, but. depend upon iL, without p:ltient disoipline and 

flelf-eolltl'(,l, without, coul';ige nnd determinatioll, without a sense 

of. loyalty, of ol'del' awl of duty, our entel'pritiH is hound to fail. 

The c~tadd of bUl'oauel'aey is much stronget' thH.ll the walls of 

Jericho. Bl'otltor-delegates, the night is dark and tempestuous. 

Let 118 hold together alld wait in patience for the dawn, not 

reBting t,ill the t,)J'ight HIOl'ning eomes, feA.I'leBS ill our faith and 

stl'ong in our hopeH, But thi~ I am pitinfully compelled to say, 

th!~t ullless wiser counsel" prevltil, th~re II-! bound to be a cleavage 

when we mllst ptrt company and tho Congress left free to 
follow the path of eOll8titutional agitat,ion marked cut by its 
founders,--the only path which promises It successful isSue, 

The new party seems to have persuaded it,self tha.t it· is 

hopeless to expect any concessions fi'om olir rulers and that 

political agitation on the lines of the National Oongress . l\r~1\ 

dalusionand a snare. The true . bureaucrat, it says;doesndti 
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a.ppl'eciat.e moderation and always treats the constitutio.nal re

former wit.h secret contempt. Like the Sin Fein pflrty in 

Ireland, it has lost all faith in constitutioMI movements but it 

must be said to its credit that it has also no fl\ith in physical 

force; nor does it advise the people not to pRy taxes with the 

object of embarrassing the Govel'llment. I am of course sp6flking 

of the leaders. All its hope!! are centred in passi\'e re8jstllnce 

of a most comprehensive kind, derived, I pI'asuma, from the 

monf"lrn history of Hungat·y, the p!,ciSc boyeott of flll things 

English. If I understllnd its pl'Ograll\me adght, we rn nst 

refuse to servo GOV<:lfnment in Hny eapacity either liS paid 

servants or as members of Legidlative Oonneils, L,OeIlI Buards 

or Municipalities. British Courts of Justice too should be 

placed under a ban and courts of Ill'bitrlltion substituted for 

them-a propo;;al, by the way, which "how" that the agi

tation is not the work of hungry lawyers. All Rchools and 

colleges maintained by the Government shoulo 11),'0 Le boycotted. 

In a word, we mus~ get l'id of our habit of leaning on ~h~ 

Government and create ill its place a habit of thinking and acting , 
BS if the Government were not. All tnis, however, is to be 

effected not by physical fot'~e but by social pressure; for there 

has as yet arisen no pllrty to counsel violence or Imy other breach 

of the Jaw. 

Now it seems to me, to put it mildly, that this is a counsel 

of despair which may appeal to "the impatient idealist," but 

which ill foredoomed to failure. I speak not in anger but in 

sorrow, for it. is quite possible to sympathi~ with this new 

phase of patriotism, this yearning for an unattaiuable idea.l. 

But. we must look facts in the face. We mus1; recoguise theni 

loya.lly, and if it is .true that no man ieever pi for much who 
!wi not in bis youth been ca.nied off his feet by tieryenthuaiasJD. 
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it is equl\lIy t,l'lIe it neeoi; t.he hit and t,he bl'itile, For 

enttIllNi"Nnl, un 1f'88 C'JII tl'olle.i by >'If) II llf1 j lI(lgIllS" t" freq lIently ends 

ill glfllstly trageliiHs, 
Ynu :111 k""w the 401'Y of the eit,y Wit.ll the till'ee gntee 

with Lheil' inso,jptions; ~he fi,,~t fl'li,l "Be bold,'~ t,he tll'cond 

"Hl! bul,l an,i evel' IlI0I'(~ be nolo," while t.he tlli/,(l ano last 

i"NCl'ipt,ioll wtidl the hOI',,8111:111 n'ad WIiS" Be not too bold," 

You fOl'get that l'iII',h"e"l:I is not eOlll'age, You f()\'get t,hnt, h!l.8ty 

mllxims i1l'ltWII f1'olll the hi,;tory of ot.her' lIatiofiS and other 

times ,u'e extl'Illllel} dllllg(!I'OIlB, II" thll cO/Illitions III'A never the 

Name, -and :\Ctioll which Pl'o.JU()tlS It ced;ain result in one country 

nt one ti~le Iltf\y lead to a dil'eel,ly opposite reNult in another 

eOllllt,,'Y lind lit another time . Yon forget that there ill no 

doctl'ine HI) UlliVl'l'""l and cotT'pr,.,hen"il·e tllat, you al't~ bound to 

r~et, upon it at a n hftZIt('li~, You foq~et, it m,IY be ,\ cynical 

I'<'mar'k, but it is pel'feet,ly t\'ue, t.ltIlt though!\ marty)' may be 

wOl'xhipped for his sntl~\'illgs Awl Ilis &ICI'ifil'6R, he is not 

RI~'l\y:,l coltl,ted ,~ml)l1g t,llll wi!<est of mtl ll and hi~ example ie more 

h'e(Iuenl;ly :Hlmil'ed th»n iollolV(·,i. I need not go far afield t() 
• ~eek for illll~tl'll\;ions, YIJU pride YOlll'i:'elve>l on t.he idea that you 

alolle Ilfwe the COlll'age of youI' tOllvictiollS IIlId t.hil.t the 

MOllel'ate pfil'ty ar'e disloyal to tJlfir' countl'y ~\nd would hf!tray 

hoI' with R kiss, But you fOl'get th.lt thel'e is ft. faith, I!.ud, per

haps, f\8 haR been rightly s",id, Il. clEleper' fRith which knows how 

to stN-nd still fUld wait ~atiellr,ly till the fl'llit is ripe aud may be 

gRthel'ed without violence. Your aim!:' \llR}' -be generous hut do 

not drag the country into perils which yO~1 do not fO),t!!1e8 but 

which al'e 8ure to follow on your met,hods, The millennium 

BUl'ely will not arrive when all Govel'oment colleges and schools 

are clo&ed. wben all Municipal and District Boards a.re abolished 

and eleotAld mem.bers refuse to sit in the Legislative Oounciw 
S 
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of the Empit'e, Petulnnce is not manliness, It is easy to revile 

authority in seMOn and out of season, but not so easy to bulltf 

up ~ nation, Of one thing I am sure. One thing I kn~w. 
Mel'e rant, howevel' full of fire, will not help u. What wo 

want is action, leadership ADd discipliU'l. What we want is 

e"l'nest work in co-opet'ation with the Government, if possible, 

but in Ilny CiI e in conformity with moral .:nd conetitutional 

methods, Tempol'ary failures must not disconrage us, Hopes 

deCal'[' d must not ioken u, We must pur ue our course with 

that cuu['age which inspires the solrliet' in a fOl,lorn hope with 

heart for any fa te, consciuus of OUI' intl'gl'ityand cOnSCiOlUl. of 

the nobleness of our cause, 

I implot'e yuu not to per 8E.1Ver'e in YOUt' present course, 

o not be beguil d by mere phantom ', You caonot put 

an end to Bl'itish I'ulll by boycottillg the administr'ation. 

Your only chalice under' the preStont circumstances of gll.il\ing 

Y@\tI' object lie ' ill co-opcl'l1.tion with the Govtlrnru ent in every 

m Mure which i~ likely to hasten OUl' political emancipRtion ; for 

so long as we (10 not show OUI' elves wortby of it, rely upon it 
• England will maintnin bet· rule, ItRII if you really ,yant self-

govel'nment, YOll DlUSt shOIY thl\t you at'e fit for such respon- • 

sibility, Then :wd thell on ly will t.he Engli 'h retire from lndill., 

their taRK complotely ItCcomplisbed, anel their duty done, 

'£11.£ NEW rArtTY NOT 'tOO m : TAKEN SERIOUSLY, 

But .. uppose your movement is sucee ful and the English 

retire from the cOllfttry, lell.viog the people to stew in their own 

juice. Imagine the chllos and disOl'det' into which the wh"le cOlln

try would be immedia.tely plungerl, I really cannot-I hope to 

be forgiven fer thi remal'k-;-take the members of the new 

party seriously; I believe they are a.t present only in a 

sulky mood, because constitutional and peaceful methods 
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have failed. They say thn.t the National Oongress bas 
~n for yellrs ollly ploughing the S nds of the ea.-shore, that all 
protpec of reasonable conce ions al'e more and more receding 

into the disl;ll.nce Ilnd tURt \'1e Ill'e d luning ourselves Rnd our 

countrym13n in per evering ill ollr mennie/tnt policy. Arguments, 

th y say, ar of no IWRil nOLO npplict\.tious howevel' humble. 

They IU'll alwl\Ys tn et by insult Rna by contempt, Now I venture 
to think that this mood betmYI! au impatielJce which the history 

of evel'y reform 'hows to be in tLe highest degl'eo unreasonable
a sullen A.uti angry 1U00d which may I'ead ily slide into a temper 

which would be a menac to law and ordel' and would furnish 

out' eneDl i with the plea thRt the public h'lI.nquillity eRn only be 
60ured by l'epr 0 ion. You m y deny it, but I fear you are in 

dang r of lowly but uI'ely drift;iug into treason. 

Do not, I b seech you, pby tho game of our enemies but be 

ttl.unch to the Oongress as ever (,un I\hide by the principllls, and 

follow the chlll't laid down by its foundel's. Do yo~ believe 
~hat we do not feel Il S at,I'ongl), as you do ~be \Injust disabilities 

under which we laboul'? Do you believe thA.t we do not feel as 
• trongly as you do our excl u 'ion from OU 1' legitimate hare in 

the administmtion of the country ~ Do you believe that we do 

not f el l\8 stl'ong!y IlS you do the annual dm,in which is im- ' 

poverisbing the COUll try ~ Do you believe that we do not feel a8 
strongly as you do the blll'.i 0 of th~ military expenditure which 

arre t , all progl'e, s and but for which the country would h~ve 

been cuvered with 1\ n t.work of schools, with free primary 
%lIcation within the rench of the rna e ? De you believe that 

we are \lut as determined as you are to wOl·k Ollt our political 
emancipation ~ 

But I ask you seriously if it would not be madness to give 
up constitutional agitation either here or in England, specially 
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in Engll\nd, where public opinion, not of the classes but of th" 

great nemocracy, is now the dominating factor in politic!'. I do 

not invite you to supplicate with bated bl'eath and whiflpe~ing 
hUlllbleness, but to demand of a nation, jen.lolls of it..~ honour, 1\ 

fulfilment of the pledge which have been l'epeA.tedly I,(iven to llS. 

What lies in our way is the uttel' ignorAnce of tIle Engli !>h peopl" 

about us. Ther have been led to beli ve t hat the n.omini -

trat.ion of India is perfect.; but if they were mn.de Ilcquainted with 

the 1'81:\1 condition of the conn ' 1')" At the pl'esent; Jay, they would 
gladly upport uch reforms ns we (iemlwG; thongh we must be 

prepar d for the opposition of those cll\sseR whose ve."ted inte

rest might be imperilled by n.ny reform. We must, therefol'e. 

try to educate English public opinion. And that public opinion. 

when well informed and not warp d by lieR, is Rure to be essen

tially just. It i only by enliRting such opinion or. our, ioe thAt 

we can hope to achieve our objects. We must, therE-forfl, enoell

vour to plnce OUI' views before the p ople of Englllnd by every 

mean in our power, by Rctive Rgitation on the plnt.fol'm ann in 

the PI'e s. Remember thn.t we hn.ve very powerful enemies, wh~ 
try their best to mislen.ri the nation, Ilnd we call only hope to 

meet them by creating 1\ powerful body of opinion, in OUI' f,wonr, 

among the people who hf\ve beeu so l' celltly emancipnted Rnd 

who e sympathy must always be with those who nT'e only claim
ing the or~inary rights of British citizenship, This is now the 

task of the Briti, h Oommittee in Londl)n,whose services, however, 

hl\ve not received that recognition or support, which is undoubted 

]y due to them. 0 .. 1' friend in England have been unremitting 

in their eXl>rtions and if we have escaped more rigorous rept'es
sive measures, we owe it to them and to them alone. They have 
not only labom'ed to promote our welfare but have spent their 

own money for U8, and I am not using the language of exagger-
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ation when J slI.y that they have poured out money like watol' in 
our cau e. 

'I do not deny that we must r<lly cn Out· owu right hand 
to build up oU!' nationlll strength; but the only pOlVer tha.t CI&D 

(lontrol the bur RUCI'My now is to be found in England. Depend 
upon it, political agitatiou in EnglAlJd is not a mere waste of energy 

and of mon y. It is !lure to improve the 8)' tem of administra

tion and to g Ivanize it into new life. Measures like fl'ee pri

mary ducation, for installce,will appenll'eadily to the sympathies 

of th English p ople 'lnd will b forced on the bureaucracy, 

wh , if I ft to themRel ves, would put it oft' indefinitely; 

for th y havtl studi d one Art in perfection, the art of 

writing minutes find of not doing anything. Then, ~gaiD, 

th exposul' of official wl'ong-.ioing is sure to hJ\ve a sobering 

effect on the bUl·el~ut)rncy. Agitation, therefore, iu Englllnd 

mUllt be CR.rt'ied on actively and per,.;istently, not apa.theticl\Uy 

or intennittently, nn« I w('uld pt-l·ially rccommend this que tion 
to the Attention of the Congl' But we must work with 

coul'Ilg nnd dlltermination, ,,;thout expecting immediftte rcsults 
nnd ·confidently leave the i>il'ue to time. Above all, we must 

try to win back the confidence of the English nation which 

hilS b en fOI'feited by the wild utterances of some irresponsible 
Ilgit"toL's r\Dd the lies nnd cn.1umnies iudu. tL'iously spread by 

those who hute the people 'Lnd would keep them in 1\ state 
of pel'p tual tutelflge. It i th e men who Ip.d Mr. Morley 

and th Indiall Govel'rlment to believe tha.t there was real 

dangtlr of It ('ontillgmtion, which, we now, nevel' exi ted. It is 

th men who have deterJ'",d a Liberfll Govemment from 

making lIy "lib tantiA.1 conCel' iOll s. It is these men who have 
induced the English people to di&trust not only our loyalty but 

Iso I)ur competency to manAge our own affairs. 
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I repeat that though our"progress may be slow,we must not 

lose heart.; no, nuL even if the dial is Silt back; for such things 

are .inevitable in the course of humRn afff1.it·~. But depend upon 

it, unless history is a record of lie, Englishmen love freedom 

as their most cherish&d po se ion; but do not forgtlt that the 

freedom they love is freedom bl'Oodening slowly from precedent 

to precedent. I repeat that our object can vnly be achieved by 

constitutional agitation Rnd not by leaving Government severely 

alone. Visions may be suhlime but they are not real; and a 

universal boycott, which wonld m!tke administration ill'lpo sible, 

seems to be the figment of a disordered imagination. P('ivileges 

have to be manfully fought for nnd it wOllld be pueJ'ile to turn 

away from the struggle, simply becl\use our first attempts f1.re 

not crowned by tangible immediate results. For my part, I have 
never despaired, f1.nd I refuse to d pair. 
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'Brother-Delt>gll tes, Ll\di R R.nn Gentlernen,- l consider 

it An inestim hble privileg to hnve this opport.lInity of offer

ing to yOll fr m my fallow cit.izen of umt mORt sincere 

and cordil\\ gre tinga of welcome to thiR city on the occa

sion of the 23rd e. ion of the Indian :rat.ional OongreRs. My 

fel\ow cit.izenc, Jer, m Il.RHlH'e YOll , conRider this n. s mblnge in tiheir 

midRt of lndin.n bl'others eoming from 1\11 pn.rtR of the country 

belonging to an religions nnd c.·eeds to b<l the greatest honour to 
themselv n.nd th ir old hi tOt'ic, but now f!\l1 fln, city. They wol

come you in wOl'ds as well as by deE'ds from the bottom of their 

hearts. nch n gathering is an unpAJ'/dl eJed event in the annl\ls of 

tilis city, replete tiS it is with mfl mori P.f1 of its lJfl.St. This year has 

bt>eneone of exception I g od fortune for urat, inRsln ucb AS it has 

b eu honoured by the ittings of the Pr vincin.l Oonferenoe 

• as well p.s by those of tbi hU'g l' and more impol·tn.llt body. This 

city was once 0 pro perou!'! ann rich Rnd so famous and well 

known, that it hAd almost become a synonym for the whole of Olll' 

country in the countries of Europe in the 16t.h and the 17th 
centuries. Our city WAR I\t one time t.he GAte of Entrallce for 

Euro~ans into India, just as Bombfl. , the tlrbs primus in Indu 
now is, and the UrAt of yore, can justly be said to have been in 

early times the predecessor of the present capitol of the Presi

dency in its manifold prosperity. Ours was the first \lity in India 

• Delivered &8 Chairman of the Reception Committee. 
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which foreign merchank alld t.mvel\ers of a ll nationa.lities vitiiu,d 

during their tours thl'ough Illdin., At lellst no merchant 'or 

traveller ever tkought uf returning to hi home fl'om l'ndill 

unless he han paid a. visit to 0111' eity, All Euro

pean Powers (If importllilce in the times of the Grent 

Moghnl in InrliR. lind consioel'ell it wortb their while to 

have th eir fRctori es in our c.:ity, :\n(l it, is on lllnn whAt'e the 

French Govel'Omelit h"rI once theil' factol'Y that we meet t;a.rlay, 

Our city WIlS the fil' tin InrliH. to hn.ve a facto!'y of our Rul el'd 

in its llIiol; t. ann in the presellt flilness of the glol'y ana I'.ile PI 'OS ' 

perity of the British Empi!'e in [Dtl ill , t,be illhnbitll.ut.s of 

ul'at CH lI110t helll [·ecA.lIing to Lheil' mi I,OS the fA ct I,f theil' ,;ity 

being tbl' c,'a,lle of the British Empire in the B>ltst, Ano now, 

gentlemen, tbe citizens I)f Sumt will J'emembel' ill futw'e the 

fact of the wise men from all plUtS of Indin. hn.ving conde cended 

to selec.:t our' city a8 the most ..;uit"ble place this yenr fOl,tueil' 

annual conclnve to nelibem.te upon tue WR.yS Rnd the means of 

securing II. stt>noy refo r'm, of tbe guvemment of the countl,)" Itlld 

conti lI11ed u eful ness f()\· thei I ' 11:\tiollal movelll (';nt, 

The tide of flll ·tu lle, howe\' tH', soon changed with 1Illnt as 

it ooel' with everything in N .. ture, Wben the great Mahra.tta 

wnrrior' 1\110 fOllnoer of the Mllhratt:I, Empil' , Shivaji MnhRrllj, 

was lIttamptin<r to wI'est the Jllclill.l1 Empir'e fl 'orn the Moghuls 

and establisb I\. Hindu Empir ill InniR. ill its stead, this city 

happenod to be ullder Moghnll'nle, !lon it vel'Y pl·O. p !'ity 1I1l0 

fame became one of the chief CILII;;08 of its I'ni n. IlI'at wa the 

iil'st to attrn.ct hivllji'f; attelltion "8 I~ Moghul po" e ~ion in 

W tern [ndia w,ll'th havillg, 11110 he in\'Rded it en no I 88 thn.n 

thl'eo occasion, DlIring the illvlIsions we did not e cRpe the 

USllll.) pillRge n.nd onmRge Itt tbe ·hll.llds of the illvader;" butns the 

trade of the city continued to bo pro perous owina to tho favoul'a-
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ble ituation of it p I't, the pillage of its stored wealth 

could not affect the conrlition of the city Il nd its inha.bitants 

in lilly appreciH.ble degl' . rival POl't WI\8, bowever, coming 

into 'xi:sten' in the K{)nk,~n, !loci it wns de tined to play an 

impOl'tallt {>I\t"t in the nowof,~1l of un t, to I'i from the I\sbes 

of umt, it w n', t II ppt'opri t to its·1f H,lI t,he glories and 

mild UI' and to be its bUCC ..: '01' liS tb 

llldill . [t i well-kllolVJI hi 'tol'y tlrut th 

PI' oted to lhe EI",lid J King 'l1:w1 

fil'8t city 'in We tern 
L Ia.ud of Bombay was 

II. by the ortugu sa 
J ill Y 1\.'" p:u't of tlr nuwl'y of h is dl! u ,bt, I' atberine who was 

rollnie<! ttl the Eugli b Killg. Tlre T I,mel had a fine harbour, 

f L • I , f ' in ,ICt OWen it.~ vel'y nil In BnmbR.Y to tie sltuat.lOn 0 Its 

hRroolll'. Th EIlRt furli A ompllny ha.d theil' yes turned to 

th J hllld long uefol's th e ncquisition th I' ilof hy the English 

Kin , They t houg ht tb,tt, if th y got Bombay, it would be the 

most convenient 1111'1 contl-al plnce of Sl\fety fr m which they could 

k ep I l CIII'cfl I wnteh over th ir po. se ion. a.no tl'l\(1 on the 

W 't I'n Ollst () Illd ia And in tbe int rim' . oon aHer the 

Eogli:sh Killg got it, th E Hst I IIdi rt CoolpallY beulln to n gotiate 

{Ol' i ~ tl1ln lif I'en<: to til m. Iv fl 'om t.he I' \vO IIn,l within half 

It (i .. z II YPll r Il II 00e ned in s curing n I I\.le of the lsla.nd £L'om the 

I'OWII , mId AUllgi I', who \Vn tIl n tbe overnor of Bombay 

RIIII it! l't'g.u,ned li S the fOlllln er of Bombay, tran r6rr-ed the sell.t 

of ovel'flUtent from Ill"tt to Bornua.y, Iln:i this event nllU'ks the 

t! ·ond -tuge in the dowllwsrrl course of tho fol'tunes of th city, 

~ iLIl tho tl·l.I.rJ fill' uf t,hll sent of the ompnny't! Coveroment 

rno t of the fOl ' igll tl'"de of Lhe city WII ~ a.lso gr:ldually tr'a.nsferred 

to th l'iHing city, v rae aftel' rev (' 'es fo!lo,v d, the Empire 

f th 01' t Moghul WM; cor.1pletely nnnihilaterl oy the British, 

"I'at i 'elf Willi taken by the Briti h Rnd was thenceforwal'd 

r cluced to the po ition of a minor city undel' the overnor 
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the loaves Ilnd fishes within the gift of the Govel'nment, 

It was a.ccusad not only of harbouring il(,prR.cticable and chirn'el'i

cal vie s about Govel'Oment, but 11.180 of delibern,tely puttink for

wll.rd impol'<Sible demands, I n some qU:.I.l'ters, hints were also r 

thrown out t,hat the movement WII.S seditious llnd subversive of 

t 'he Bl'iti h Govel'nml3nt, Hostile feelings towal'ds the Congress 

were roused even among a section of the Illdians themsel ves, and 

mat.ters were cal'l'ied so fal ' thft.L a, Cdlllltel'-U10VellJent to support 

the bUl'eallCl'i\.cy was nctu" ll y s tOll foot, Nothing daunted, 

however, t,he institution has go II I! Oil lVoddllg and has slll'vivect 

all cI'iticisms and attacks and has gl'\)Wn up a 0<'1 B.oul'ishcd, 

thanks to the fOl'esight 'i,nd the good sense of tile patriotic helms

men steel'ing its ship thl'ough the~e e.tOl'tns! 'I'heil ' delibel'f~tions 

and resolutions bore on t,he vel'y fuce of them mlll'ks of 

sobriety and moderation, usefuln ess ftnd Pl':lcti{:llbility, neco 'it,y 

and impol'tanee, [Lnd 1Mb though not least, complete unity 

and hlumony Ilmong the men t,~killg pal't I,hereiu, The count.er-

, movement was found to be ~11c:h It wenkling tllnt it cOl1lrl not 

live for any Ilppl'tlciable Jength of time ;;nd had to \),1 carried 

to the gl'lIve in its iufancy, The C1'ities of the COlJgl'e~, both 

Indiltn R.nd A nglo-Indian, were then fOl'Cdd to I'etl'eat from the 

position they hlld tOiken up, :wu begnll 1' . luetfmtly nnel slowly' 

to admit its II!':HfulllellS if not its impO!' t,itllce nHd nece, sity, It 

W'IS uow R.llm itted thnt the movemellt Imd 1I0t its ol'igill in the 

ambition 01' avarice of bt'iefloss Hillflll lawyers, but that Indians 

of R,ll religions Rnd cl'eed , pl'~fes!':ion!l Itnd oecuplltionf<, took part 

in its meeting" aUII cond.ucted tbeil' pl'o::e(;ding with 1111R.nill!ity, 

and thn,t it wa the Indi:tn Nation:ll C ngl'es not merely in 

name, but in re,tiity also, It:1.I;) beg'ln gmdll:1.lIy to d!\wn 

pen the mem,h rs of t.he bur allcl'Rcy thR.t there was some 

meaning after 1\11 in the nnnuni complaint of these" a.gitOitors," 
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t!.At ollie of thtl nef cts Illleged by tbem did exist in the Rdwinis

tl'iltion cfllTie:i on by tit() "illfHlIihle" Briti b admini t,ratoT&, and 

thllt ther WIlF; room fOI' improvement ther in on the linos sug

geste,1 by the ongt'e8$\\'1l lIa h 8, 'lhe daim of the Congl' 8 to 

til sympllthy And RUppOI't of th Rulm of India have been 

st IIdily coming to be 'eco(Ynizerl mo"., I\.lld more by the Bl'itish 

pnblic And I'ell the Briti ,It Pal'lirnoent. Retired Civilians and 

M mbers f Pn .. lialllent lik 1\' illiAr.. Welld rburn and ir 

Henry otton have thought it an honoul' to a cept the Pre~ident

ship of the Congress e~Flion!'l, E"en those Mambel' of PlIl'lia

,ment who had not even so muc-h 11.8 seen India before, like the 

lat.e Mr, BradhlUgh, 01' like Mr, ReiI' Hardie and 0111' pI' !lent 

gil est" Dl·. Ruth I'foro, hfL\' e mflde no PCI' t of their sYlllpMhie 

with the movewf'nt, /lno have opellly advocflted its Cflnse. Some 

of them have even IInoel't,,,ken th tl'ouble Rnd the exp 11 e of a 

vO)'llge to India liiruply for tLa pUl'pose of :J. t,tendillg the Congress. 

ThuR MI'. BradlAugh linn come out in 1889 for th special pur

po. e of Attending th Congl'PI'<s pI' siden over by Sir 'William 

Wedd()t'bu I'll , anrl Dr, Rutherford now nttends as a delegate 
• from our BI itiHh Committ e. 

The Congl' tbUR laB , not only sncl)eeded in securing 

a recognition of itR chlll'l1.cter·, but, be ides, several of its 

demands bave had to be conced ll, R.nd it resolutions acted 
upon, by Olll' Rulers. One of the most prominent changes 

intl'oducerl by 0111' Rul erA in the YAtem of IIdministmtion 

of the Governm nt in thi rountry in consequence of our 

annual meeting and Ilnnual resolntions WIlS the expansion 

of the Legi lative Councils in 1892, It is well known how 

in the past the non-official members of the Legisla.tive Councils 

were at times mere nonentities nomina.ted by Government a.nd 

what part fa.vouritiam plAyed in such nominations. Some of 
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the nominated members kne\v very little of the language in 

which the proceeding were conducte3, and in voting invari~bly 
sided with the official members, Inst.ell.d of t bi;;, we hav: now 

some mcmbers elected by the peopl e, who a l'e ill every way 

qualified and competent to rapl'e ent their constituents as re

gards theil' flims and desire, an d their ,liflicllltie and grieVAn

ces, who :ll'e fully capable of fonning independent jurlgment& 

of their own as to wh:lt iF; bes~ in th e interelSt of the country, 'j 

and L" are ped cctly unfettll l'on ill g i ving their votes, A 

scheme to furthel' anl,u'ge t.he Councils 'tnd to constitute Adyisory 

Councils is rI.t present on tlt e Il n vil , bll t it is not fOl' me to 

enter Itt pl'asent into Il detailed ('.onsidel"ltion of tbis subject. 

The scheme forms one of th e items of delibel'a tion this e~ ion 

&ond will be fully diocu ed by abjel' gent leIil n lat er on , 

, uffice it to bay t ha t the Go,1ernmeut II ve dcemp.d i t advisable 

to r ecognize t he n ce !>ity of fUI,ther improving t he Council s, 

though the pt'oposa lll d rafterl a l'e, as· th y f' t >1.od, of a most dis

appointing chn,I'Hctel', Alloth l'l l' ill1 pOl'tallt n·form urged by t,he 

Congre" ye.l.l' after yell l' is t he sep>l.l'l\ tioll of the J udicial Ilnd 
• thb E xecuti ve fu nctions, and it h ilS r cent ly been announced 

that the eel'etal'Y of ta,t e h 'ls resol ved to t ry in some parts uf 

the country an expel'imental m Mlll'e of tha t refor m. 

An impOl'tll nt concession h , ~s b e ll m>lde in regard to the 

Council of the c['et.'try of tate for IndilL, The rigbt of Inaia,ns 

to seat.s in the Council hll.8 been receg ni ed, and two India.ns 

have ph'eady be n appoin tied as m mbers, The ad,'ocacy of tae 

Congl'ass for an adv8fce in the <Iil'ection of local self-govol'n

ment ha resulted in that subject being entrusted to .the Royal 

CommilSSion on Deoentralisation for inquiry, The Madras a.nd 

Bengal Govern~ents have thought it worth their while to inau

gurate a. system of consulting non-official members before fl'aming 
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their budgut , and I tru t other Loco.l Governments, AS also the 

Go~emment of ludilL, will imita.ta t.heir example. We have also 

ucc:erled ill gf>tting the incidence ')f ta:mtion lightened in Bome 

CII as, I).g., the rednction of tha B1~lt tllX to I than half of what 

it fOl'medy WIlS an.l t,he mi ·jng of the limit of te.xlI.ble incom8!B 

under th J ncome Tax ct from R . 500 to Rs. 1,000 per aunllm. 

These l'esul~ are ~ot to b alto Yethel' despisp.d. But what 

is of mOI'e ilrlp0l't',/\OC is that the ongress has now attaiued to a. 

position of con 'irlemble inliu IICtl and wight with the Government, 

both here nnrl in the United Kingdom. Only the other da.y, the 

Londou Tim.es, the most Oons rvative and Impel'ialistic joul'Oal 

in the BI'itish I sles, thought it n cessa.[·y to admit this fact 

though somewhat :10 willingly, and refel'l'ed to the Oongress in 

terms which, h:Lvillg ('eg,lI'd to its goneral attitude towards 

Indians, lYlust be I" g,u'dod II ' appl·c(Jiative. 
The OOllgl'ess has not only to 1IIl1.intll.in the pre ellt position 

and pl·e.stige it hilS acquired, but, as time goe on, to acquire 

f~ sh woight and infiu nce. A. gl'ent many more and important 

tb,il ga have yet. t o be dOlle for Indill. in Ol'del' to secure to her 
• the full benefit of the pl'ivileges promised to her people by her 

• la.te I'lmented Mnjesty u n Victoria, in her memorable Procla

mation of ] 858. In achitlving this end, the weight and in.flu

ence of this b dy will be f v ry grea.t use and help to the 

India liS. It mil t not be fOI'gotten that this weight and 

influence b,ul b en acquire<1 in th past by the exercise of 

mod ration, firOloesR, and unity in the expt'ession of its aims 

and lesi.· 1<, and the conduct of its d liberations. .It is, there

fore, incllmbent o. all tt'ue patriots of India, to maintain and 

t['engthen the Oongl'eaR and it reputation and position by perse

vering in the Bl\me policy of moderation, firmne and uni'>' 

which have stood us in good stead and proved 80 beneficial, ADY 
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depRl"ture fl"om this trll.ck may inlTolve us ill elifficlllties of wllich 

few Cl\1\ have any I'eal id ei1.. Thlls wllo IIftVe been fOl'ced' to 

abandon theil' hostile n.tLitllde tJow:1l'ds the COllIP'ess al'e 011' t,he 

alert, fI.nd will, on Lhe le!l.st. Rigll of allY dap,wtlll'e fl"om Lha 

old policy of the Cungrf>ss, resume their' formel" flttenJpts to 

strangle it, and if the miRchief is once don , it will be vel'Y 

difficult, perhap impoRsible nlso, to repair it aftel'Wfll"ds. 

Differences of opinion thel"(\ will exist, liS they mu!'<~" but, in the 

interests of n",tional unity, it if! necessJI.I'Y to keep them from 

going beyond a c':!l'tain limit. 

ince the Congl'e!\s met, lflst year, lVe have passed tlll'oligh 

very troublous times indelll:l, Emillent 1nclians hl\.\'e been sedou -

ly suspectf>d of (l.n() charged with the highest offeM~s ag>lin;;t th., 

State, viz" exciting sf>dition, rioting and the lik .. , in most enseB 

without ju tification, Somehow the idea becRme pr'evfllent 

among the ruling cllls,,, thn.t the pI'e ellt ye.tr being the 50th yellr 

of the Indiau Mutiny, Ineli>llls weJ'e pl'l'paring fOl' It similar 

revolt, nDel a !';ort of pl\lIic Aei7.ed them, 'J'o check this imRgimu'! 

revolt all ~Ol'ts of rep!'e 'sive find l'6!lctiollary mensul'f'S were tAken, 
o 

Old obsolete eDFl.ctments, of the existence whet eof evon no one 

ever dreameci, were bl'ought into I't'quisitioll fOl' t.ho pUl'pose • 

of punishing people fo\' undefinecl offences Rssumed to have 

been cOl1 ,mitted without giving any notice to the victims 

of the charges llticl fit their dool'S 01' giving them fin OppOI'

tunity of meeting the e charges, The poople in cet'tnin 

localities wel'e assuDled to hn.rbour tl'easonable intentions anei 

meeting wel'e prohibited in those distl'icts, at first for a time, 

and we have now a very da,ngerou stntute, in the hflpe of the 

Seditious Meetings Act, cp.pal>le of general Ilpplicl\tion through

out the countr,}' by a notification in the Government Gautt" 
thrust upon us. 
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o one deplores the 'e inci'lents of t.he PRst 12 mOllt,its more 

thll.n pllI'seh-es, .. nd IVa bOllld not be doing 0111' cluty to our 

cOllntl-ymen. if, I\. embled R' we IU'e in OUI' representative 

NI~tional CODgr·es.~ , we omittecl to tn Ire not,ice of these (leploro.ble 

eventR, lin,! you will no doubt (JO D 'ifl r how b st we are to give 

expl'el sion to OUl' feel ings Rnd opinions in thi ml\.tter. Any 

renct.i,'nlll·Y policy ou the p:lI-t of the Government i ' 1:-ound to 

CRU,e ITit.fl.tion, whi h CR n be nl1{1,yerl by a reso!'t to conci.lill.tion. 

and we ought to tell the ovemm ut sO. OUI' conntr·ymen on 

their' side 1\\ ' 0 owe n d'Jty in this respect to them 'elva !I.nd to 

the GO\' eJ·nment. It is theil' duty to keep ~hei .. heRds perfectly 

1',001 and steady in nch times, and to tRke 11.1\ !'eRsona.ble care' 

thRt their repre 'lutatioDS I\.lId commonts in expressing their 

disapPI'ovnl of questioTlA.ble mea ure do not give gl'ounrl for any 

suspicion of a seditious movement lurking bebind. 

A grent calamity i ju t now t ring us in the face. Pro

vidence se =n ,omehow to be again t Il~, Ilnd t he fltil ure of the 

September mins and the complet'.l holding off of the monsoons 

since t~e middle of A ugu t thre~ten llS with a fR.ilut'e of the 

khal'iff R.S well as the ravi crops tbi year almost tbroughout 

-IndiA.. Tbe country has been unfortunately, for about 10 years 

IRst, suffering from famin 8 a lld drollght almost ever'y t,hird 

YeRr. Past famines lm'{e alr'eady prostl'n.ted the poorer sections 

of the people, and especially tile POOL' agriculturists, and bow 

they will face thi fam ine is a very difficult. problem. The land 

tax, especially in the BombR.Y Presidency, pres es very heavily 

on the poor. The Government:must be appealed to for the adop

tion of a liberal policy, the opening of relief wOI'k, making of 

advances to poor agriculturist!!, and the refnnds and remissions 

of revenue. The people are totally uno.ble to provide agaiest 
the impending famine, and unless a liberal and sympathetic 

4: 
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policy is extended to them, the end of the year wiJl se€) iI. 

heavy mortality and devl\Statioa of lar·ge arable lands. We,hllve 

haa, however, durillg all our troubles of the year one grea.t co~so

lation for which we cannot bo too tha.nkful to Providence. Our 

Grand Old MilO, the nestor of Indinn politicians, Mr. Dadabhai 

Naoroji, has recovete(l hom his somewha t Illar·llling illness and I 

trust that an earnest and fer·vellt pt·ayot' from everyone present 

here will go up that the Great Dispenser may spare him t,o us for 

... IUJ1g Lime to come to assist and bless us in Our work. Even in 

his present old oge the old man is Mtively striving for our 

country, and it is no exaggel',\tion to say that it will be impos

sible for us to find an equal to him. 

We ha.ve seen how we have succeeded in eliciting a favoul·
able cOllsideration d a greo,t many of Ollr reprf>.sentations in the 
past, by making them fil·mly fl.nd unanimotlsly alld in a spil"it of 
complete loyalty and absolute rnoJeration . It would be simply 
presumptuoufl Oil my pal't, t,r) 511y ,\O» thin~ about the future 
policy of the Oongress, but, in my hUlllbl e opinion, if the same 
policy is pur ued we should llI eet with a simi lal· uccess in the 
future, lind thll t II. depal·tul·e from such lines would be exceed ing
ly di trous, Loynlty, modemtion, urmness and utlity . in II.ll 
our delibel·ntion , l'e olutions >tud repl· selltationd should be our 
mottoe aod we cannot keep them too mlwh in sight. 

I ngl\.in t odel· to you It W,lnn aud he:trty welcome on behalf 
of tlJe Reception Committee lind the illhllbitants of SUl·l\t and 
request you to pmce d with the bu illess of the Session. 'fIle 
Hon'ble Dl'. Rnsh B had Gbose, the eminent lawyer of Calcutta. 
and membel· of the Cuuneil of the Governor-Gelleral, who is so 
well known Rll ovel· the conntry, has been designated President 
of the Session by the R eceptioll Oummittee in pursUf.nce of the 
resolutions pnsserl at the )1\ t Se -ions, and he bM kindly 
accepted tbe po t. His election will have to be formally proposed 
and seconded before he takes the chair, and I request De\van 
Bahadur AQ1balal Desai to put the fOl'mal proposition before the 
meetiP.g. 
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- ......... -
I b 'g to frer you my henrtfelt tbanks for the great honour 

you bave conf I'red on iliA by II king me to preflide over your 
<leliberll.tions on this occasion, The dnti iI of the offil!e involve 

a grav I' sJ:>Onsibi li ty fOl' wi ieh I f el that T Il.m unequal, lind I 
erave your' indulg nce fOt, any deficielH:ies thRt you may notice 

in me nnd in my wOlk 
We are met. in tbe old bistOl·ie. \ city of urnt which has 

ever heM a pl'omin nt position in Ild ,'ancing the cause of social 
r fOIp!, It WitS the 1il'thplnce of ref(Jrm in Gujerat, The 

[,Hest promillent Guj r'tti ,'efot'mprs- the ll\te Messrs. 

Dnrg~mm Mehtnji, 1nhipatrl\m Rupl'am, Kavi Narm&.dRshRnknr 

Lnl 'hankol', ancl~hl1nkal' Tuljashankal' Ilnd Navn.1ram Laxmi

l'ap1- w l'e hOl'n ill urat, Mr, Mll.hipatl'am Rllprnm was the 
iiI, t Guj rnti high ca.st.e gentleman who undertook a travel to 
Europe. It WAS ill urnt that th reform struggles first 

began Rnd the questio n of foreign trnve\ was grappled, 

urat hRs not merely the .credit of jni~jntjng reforms, but 

it bas also the credit of esu'I'ying them neal' completion, It 
was not long ago that the Vaishya Mabajan and the Nagar 
Brahmins of Surat solved the question of foreign travel. A. 

few tiays ago the Anavla Brahmin community of this district 
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expressed their a.pproval of l\ widow l'emaniage at their ca~te 
meeting and declined to ontcl\ste tl,e married pair. It w~ in 

this city that a Il\rge number of the Lrid VltniflS lit 'a caste 

meeting expressed themselves in favolll' of widow rerolllTi:lgeS. 

It is gratifying that we meet in r.. city which has distinguished 

i tself 0 well in connf'ction with t,his movement. 

J n recounting oUl'losses dlll'ing the yeltl' 1 must note with 
~ 

gl'eat regret the removal from us of Ml'!:. Dhl1.nkol'bl\i Ml1dhl1.vdas. 

She was the earliest and the JII0:lt prominellt Indy worker in 

the widow r6marriage cause. Hers WI\S among t the euliest 

and most respectable widow remarriage ill OUI' Presidency. A 

lady horn in one of the leading fllDlilies of Kapol V I\nia caste 

of Bombay, married after wido\yhooa to a prominent reformer in 

well-to-do circumstances, with a family of hel' own hoi'll after 

her rema.rriage, and leading a happy ullol:ltentations I\no quiet 

life, she furnished a mo t in tructi ve I\nd tlnconrl'ging example 

to widows who were thinking of l'emarl'i>lge. Widows from 

different parts of the country willing to l'emal'l'Y sought hal' 

protection and remarried in het· hou e, In her dt'!\th the l'~o t'm 

cau e has sustained an irrepat'able loss. 'Ii' e have also to record 

the death of Thakore Shl'i Jasvl\.ntsingji of Limbdi who had • 

been selected to preside at the Il\st Provincial Social Oonference 

beld in this city. In his dMth the reform 'cause has 10 ,t one of 

its principal supporters among the ruling chiefs on this side of 

India. 

Social rules and customs are the result of men living lD 

society. They came into tlxistence fOl' the benefit of society ani! 

must be such ~ to promote its welfare. They cannot be regard

ed as unchangeable and ought to be altered when they cease te) 

answer their purpose and become harmful, If the conditions 

.and surroundings of a society ale altered in such a way as to 
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render the retention of old rules and customs harmful, and yet 
no' alteration i made in them, the ociety would, inevitably 

become degraded !LUd demorali ed aurl would be thl'own bl\ck

ward instead of moving forward, It is, therefore, the nuty of 

the patriotic leadel of a nation to examine it rules and uMoges 

from time to ~ime and ascel'tain how far they have becomtl in

jurious to its IV Ifar~ and unsnittln to its condition and sur

rounflings and ml~ke such modifications and I\lteration~ as may 

be demanded by the cbange of cil'cumstA.l1ees. Tbi is the great 
ecret of the high position that Japan has been able to win 

among the Ilation of the wOI'ld. 

111 OUl' countl'y our e trly ancest.ors nevcr regarded the 

customs ann u 'Il.g S "s immutable, and they readily made changes 

when vel' they found them desil'lI.ble, When the Smritis com-- . 
po ed by the difft)l'cnt Rishis are compared, many instances are 

fouud or usages once common becoming obsolete, and of customs 

and pl'nctices ('ecommended and appl'oven of by one sage being 
d isappI'ovAd 1~l1d fo['biddell by f~nother, 'fheir more recent 

sUCCCSSOl' , h wevel', f/t il d to do thi and the re 'ult has been that 

OU I' st ci ty hns I'etrogl'aded and, OUt' country has fallen behind in 

civi lisati on , wea,Hh, industries and arts; and, instead of being 

~ one or the fOl'emost nations of the world, we are regal'ded as 

one of the most backward, and mll.lly nations who were much 

bebiud liS have gone ahead of us, 

Tbe eady reformers who commenced agitation fOl' social 

reform found that the result to 0111' society of our neglect to 

adjUbt our usages and practices to the cJnditions and surround

ing was a most deplorable one. All classes of people were 

plunged in ignorance and superstition, women were forbidden 

education and their status, digtlity, ann position had been 
lowered, and they were kept in a condition of dependence and 
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seclusion. The practice of inrllnt mllrriages \Va.'! rA,mpant j ont

casting meant Il complete sevel·a.nce from society; prejudices 

against widow remArriage, foreign tl'avel and intel'-dining land 

inter-marriAges with members of nifferent castE'S tlno differ'ent 

sub-sections of the same c~st.e were so - stl'oog that nobody 

would even dare talk in favour of ti.lt,se questions. 

A society reduced to "mch a low Rocial condition cannot expect 

to advance in other directions. Arts, ind'lstries and tralle were 

decll.ying, And progress in every direction WIlS l'etal'ned. The 

social, intellectulll, mornl, indu~tl'illl a.nd politicl\l connition of the 

country being unslltisfactol'y, it is necess.'uy thil,t efforts for reform 

should be made in Ill! directions. It is not po~ 'ible for the Bllme 

body to be ~ble t() devote H.c; energy to 1\,\1 r eform!':; nnd t,here

fore different wOl·kers shouln flpply their nergies to the nifferent 

branches of reform on the pl'inciple of division of ),\boul', so that 

simultaneous progress may be made in all directions. It is A. 

good sign of the time thllt pel' ons h,we come forward to devote 

their attention to eltCh branch. As activity in every direction 

is impeded by OUI' OCiAI conditions, AS the objectionaule pl',tctices 

interfere with our nationa.l \velf,~re, n.nd rtS the oluti n i r11 onr 

own hl\nds without tbe aid of olltsine help, the socilll reformers 

think that sociAl question n.Tu nmong the most important pt'O

blems which claim the attention of all wbo ha\'e the welfare of 

the country at heArt j and they, therefOl'e, devote themselves to 

tbis cause. 
Some persons think thl\t the question of soci,\l reform m:ty 

be left behind in order that the othel' reforms may be pushed 

forwar.l. In my bumble opinion this is a grave mistake. Ques

tions regarding political, icdustrial, economic I\nd other branches 

that affect the welfare of society are all in one sense social pro

blems. They are all inter-dependent. Social reformers do not 
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oppose reform in any other bronch, as they think that progress 

in, one hel ps progress in the other, Reformers in other branches 

who, put obstacles in th wlty of socil\l I'eform ollght to remember 

th'.lt their nct is sll icid,l l, nnrl by so ncting they injure their own 

cau' e, I\S the effect of ret>\l'rI ing soci.\l I'afonn III u t ranct on their 

(lwn brfl.nch. 

'ooilll r fOl'm qu" tion., hl\ve ' been undel' disou8siou for so 

mnny yE't\l'S by diffel'ent g.mtlf'men Rlld from rliffm'ent points of 

view, thl\t you Cltllnot expet't m to Afty I\nything new, But 

the argumonts have t'l b repen.terJ so long fl. the evil exists 

ann 0. conviction is created itl the people ftnd they flI'O moved 

to united I\ction. The reformers I\l'e mo My opposed on religious 

grounrl, and I ther'lfore propo e to <l,lllsidel' the reform questions 

from th .. t standpoint within 1\.'1 brief 1\ limit flS my address 

will permit, 

Ol~l' Ro)ci:tl cHstom nnel pmoticE's aI' so mixetl up with 

religion that the cry of" t'eligion in dft.nger·" i often rnised 

ag.titlst th effuI'ts of Bocill1 l'flfO/·mer8. - I run olle of those who 

pla('e l 'eli ~ion ft hove eVfirything, All OUI' RCts rou t be bllserl on 

t,'u . eligion nnd m mlity. I shtl l! be tbe hst. ma.n to do or 

to advocflt rUlY nct. that IVOU\tl enrlang [. tt'ue religion in the 

• leaRt degl' . I sl\y that tha cry of " reli.7ion ill rlrtnger " rl\i~ed 

IIgainst Fl06al reformers i .. gt'ollndless, on.1 that those who raise 

it Rhow t.heir' igllor-ance of true l' \igion. L slll\\I br'ielly cOllflider 

difr"ren~ hearlR of reform~ f!'Om n r li .. ions point of view. 

011.11 IIny religion prohibit educatiolJ to develop faculties 

that Rl'1I common to m~n and woman? Thel'e are inf!tances in 

ancient time of educltted women like Gflrgi, LilavA.ti, &c., dis

eu sing l'eligious and scientifiu subjects. Our Risbis IIdvoeated 

female education and treated women with dUt! respect Ilnd 

equality. Mllnu says: ~ If~ ~ ~ (f'f ~ (Devat&a 
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are delighted where female are r pec ~ad). All our religious 

acts are enjoined to be pel·formed by husband and wife together. 

The wife i Cltlled Ilft~~T (mllOugel' of domestic affliirs) anrl balso 

6 { ~m:~T (the companion of hel' husbll.nd ). She must, therefore, 

be' fit by hel: educlttion to he the husband's companion ar,d to 

perform bel' domestic duties. The refol'm, thel'efol'e, of sprer::.dillg 

femRle 'eduClttion and raising the ·tntus of women is not opposed 

to, but is supported by, the bnstra. 

Child-mlwrillge and early consumm!l.tiun thereof violate tho 

law of )Hlturo which 110 tl'ue ('eligio ll cltn permit. Our religion 

not only does not. !l.llow child -marr·ia.ges but prohibi~s malTiage 

befol'e finishing the ii{iil'"f4 stRge of life, i. e., befol'e filJishiug the 

COUl'se of educR.tion and tmining. Both the sexes flTe t;o pass 

through the ii{iil'"f4 stage. They al'e to malTY ",hen thay I\.re fit 

by a.ge and education to enter into IlQ~'lfT~. The religious cere

mony pre: cl'ibes vows which Cltn be tII.ken only by per'S ria who 

have !l.ttltined majority. The old '1.l1n Uluch A.ppr·oved pr'actice of 

Swayamvar shows that marriage :lftel' [Juber·ty was not rowwded 

as opposed to religion. Thus the laws vf lIaturo !l.nd religion 

enjoin b .te ru al'l'i ages. Ea.L"ly m!u'('iages come in t.lle way .. Ii tho 

due perful 'mance of religious dll~ies. It is, therefore, thl1Y wllo 

advocate eady mlll'l'iag s Hnrl oppose ('afol'm that al'e really en

dangering religion. 

Tbe quesLion of widolV l'emalTiage ha ooou under discussion 

on the gl'vund of religion and hn.skllS foi' many years; hut pre

ju~i.le Ill'ising holO hllbits and cllstoms and ial 'e pride has 

coma in ~he way of cOlTect in~el'p[·et.a~ion .tnd right cOllclusioll 

in this matter. It call not be fully di cus ed here in It short 

time. There are Vedic Lexts as well itS the texts of Butho['itative 

Smritis showing that widow remaniages were permitted. 

Impartial and critical Sanscrit scbolar have accepted the refor-
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mel'oj' intel"pretll.tions of tbe SbilStl' '" in this matter. The 
hllStras ought to ue intel'pl'eted consi tently with the laws of 

nature and pt'inciples of mOl'ality. The hastt'as aim at the 

mOl'll! elevation of he p'lople. To lead 1\ ulol"1\1 and married 

l~f it! th motive of a tnfllTinO'e. For this purpose the hastr88 

njoin that no female a.ftar she attllins pubel·ty should choose 

her own husbflnd if hel' gUlll'OUlI 'S neglect their <1ut,y to gf1t her 

m:wried. The plll'pO 'e of mal'l'iH.ge cannot be served when a. 
girl becomes 1\ widow hefol'd she attains puberty and is not 

a.lIow d to remarry. To enforce wi,iowhood on such a girl is, 

in ef}"'e t, to pl'vhibit hel' propel' mlwl'inge which i against the 

pit'iL of the Hindu hHstt'aS, To insist on the mal'l'inge of 

girlt{ befor pubel't,y lind, at the same time, to oppose the 

mar'l'il1g s of widows who have not Itttained puberty, I\re 

po itions whil!h nre inconsistent with each other, Young 

widows nro expo, ed to temptnt.ion;;, fa.ll in to vice, and commit 

v ry gl'lh'e ('('illl es and, I'e consigned to It life of misery and 

degl'll.oftt,ion , We s e the vii ftnd immol'Ul effects J'esulting 

from flof~l'ced wiaowhoon, The -authors of the bllt'tt'IlS who 

w I ' . nol'1I1 f~l\d pard aod were well-wi hi's of the people 

caOIlOt be snpp >sed to have sandioued aoything t nding 

• to du~i!' rnol'ld deg\'l\d lltion, If Mllnll, Yngnawnlkya and 

other gl'eatel' Risl,i' Wli l'O to rise to-day tlH'y would 

be 3..'1tolli h"d to find t,beir works, intenden to elevl1. te the people 

and r'lise th"it' DlOeal t no, p3rvI';lrte,1 to supp l't pl'l1.ctic<ls that 

tend towards irulJ10l'llllty aod d gl'adatiou . Tho '(\ who use the 

mritis fOI' th pur'poao of suppol,ti g impl'opel' pr'actices, do 

injustice to their fI uthol's, Cnst S \ hich prohibit widow I'emar

riagt!s mll t beft!' in milld th'lt t.hey thel'eby cl'ea.te impure lind 

unclean surroundillg about their own fH.milie , which wOllld have 

tho eft~ct of lowering them morally ann religiously. 1:h., priests 
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who advocate nnd the befl.ds of c~ ste who enforce th is unnatural 

and cruel custom, are mOl'e responsible befor.'e God fOl' the child 

murders a.nn other unnameable crimes wl.lich are brought \1 bout, 

by enforce<l wirlowhood, l'ather than the unfol'tunnte womlln 

whom they mAke the illst" lunent of tl,cRe CI'imes, 

Some people SAY that love ii! the essallco of m'HTillgf', thRt it;. 

is not sepfl.ra,ble evell aft.er' oeR,tll, And that. thi~ high irle,, 1 of 

Hindu marrill.ge is lost by ill10wing widows to remf\\,ry, Love· 

ccdainly is and ought to be the essence of a hRppy mfl.lTi!lge, 

Bnt love, to be real, ml1st be mutuH.1 nnd recipl'ocAI. No rcal 

happiness can be rlel'iverl if love is oll e-siderl, To be just, Ilne must 

apply the ideal equally to man MId woman, Does the husband 

preserve tl,e high idea.l wben his wife dies befol'e him? The 

husband fIlftl'l'ies another wife, sometimes within ft f~\" d" .y!! of 

the death of hi , belo'-eo consol't., When Lhe husband cannot;. 

maintain the high idea-I, it is impropel' to use it Agail.lst the 

weRker ann lJJol'e helpless sex, 

But if the high idel\l is intended only for women, it. mllst 

be real nnd not eXllcted by fo~ce. Real love is ,'nJ InIlRt be 

spontaneous, It lo&e. its valne and mel'it whon fo"OO is ,'eo to 

give efiect to it, Tt eft" be tester! only when tbe act.ion is 

optional. In pl'ac:tice we obsel've thfl.t it is not lo ve but fI. cruel • 

custom that l'('strains widows fl'om remilI'l'y i IIg, Tllel'o is 110 

meaning in flO idertl when the ideal is neVE'I' unlie)', toad as such 

by th9 person to whc·m it is :tttl'il.mted, If remal'l'iageR I\['e left 

to the choice of the wid Wfl, then only w~ COln kno;v who rcs

train themselves f"om J'emflrrying 00 account of real love? By 

enforced widowhoorl we put all widows, whether pious Ql' other

wise, on eq.ual footing, Jel\ving no opportunity to widows r1evc>ted 

to their d~parted husbands to follow the high ideal voluntllrily, 

In this we do injustice to pious widows, who prefer to Jead the 
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]if of~, For the sake of mAintAining the high ideAl. 

t,het-efor , option to relll,u-ry should he given to widow~, 
uch love as would r strn.in a widow f,'om ntel,taining I\D 

idea of rernal'ryin , cOllld on ly grow when the womnn has 

rcmnill rl in her husuand's compa.ny for somo time, In the case 

of. child widolv, who hA~ never met h~,' hl1sbllnd, SllCh lo\'e can 

nevel' exist, By prohibiting llf'(' remarl'iAg , . he is prevented 

from l' alizing the iii 1 of l( v , 

ome of tb pel'sons wbo I\llvocMe enfol'c II widowllood and 

,ar cognisant of it>! evil e £l:' )C~ , 8 Uggl.!~ t tit l.!.,tl1.b lishment of 

widows' home to nable th l.! U1 to J I\d f\ pious nnd useful life, 

How much honesty there i .. in thns who n. e this nl'gnmellt as 

a g,'oHml for 1'(> t,mining widow ,'elDll.l'l'illgeR, will be "ident when 

we consirle,' whuthel' the opponents of widow remAl't'ing s lllwe 

ev l' thought of es tA\ulishillg Itch instit,nti ons, They h rwe done 

n othing io that di, ' CLIO II, Ou the other hand, it is the refol'mer 

who 1I>I\'e e, t>I,hlished RUl'h ll omes in POOIlIt, Madras, C,llclltta and 

othel' plo 'f'S, and ba ve a lse! taken oth t ' me,lsur' ,such 1\8 train

ing widows itS school mistr SRI'., and IIllr~eS, etc" with It view to 
lun 1i~l'Ate their condition, The reformors bltve thus taken 8~.epe 

• fOI' thos widows who do not want to I'emnrry, to enftble them 

to lOlld oseful a.no IDO!,,\I live, The reformers 00 not advocate 

enfol'cement of widow l'omA.l'riftges, What they sny is that 

widowH' hom s do not solVE! th e whole qne.~tioll, FInd thflt obsta

cle in the wlty of wid ow T ml\''l'iag s l,ol1ld b~ removed, and 

thAt youllg widows who wilih to 1'I'mltrry should have the option 

to do 0 , 

The que tioll of widow remfl,l'riage baA, in some pln.ees, 

now become 1\ que tion of nece 'ity, The number of female 

population in India is stTlfl,ller thl\n the number of male popula

tion. The number of widows below 19 YtlaTS is 46,499, according 


