
60 THE INDIAN SOCIAL CONFERENOE. 

to tht) census of l8!H, in the Bombay Preaidency alone. Brides 

in some castes have bt\come scarc. Plague lind famine have 

inel'eased the scarcity. SeverAl remart"iages in Gujerat. have 

taken place as a r~sult of this necessit,y. We thus se9 that 

widow rem~["["iages must be A.l\olVed not on ly on the grounds 

<>f humanity, fair'ness, justice, nece;;sity aua sociH.I eCOnOIl))" but 

also on the grounds of true religion lind morality. 

The census of 1901 shows t.hat this number in ten years 

increa.sed t o 75,49l. The Hindu widows below 20 years nlone 

numbered 69,291, i.e., 2'3 p dt" cent. of the female population, 

and. near'ly 7 '6 per cento of the married fl':male' of that age. 

I now come to the question of caste. P eople think that 

the Hinou religion is centl'ed in the ma.intenance of castes 

and sub-castes. But castes, fiS they now exist, we!'1': unknown 

to Vedic and ancient religion. Our religion makes mention of 

only fomo Vat'nA.s-BI'ahmin, Kshn triya, Vaishyn. fl.nd Shuora

and not of castes, The fOlll' Val'Das were based 011 theil' 

<]ualificRtions and actions au.i 1I0t on mertl hirth. The 13hag!l.~at 
Gita says ':Hg!{m iil1r e:t ~m'liq M-llTlT~: (l creAted fOllr Vfll'rlas 

aCCOI' ing to theil' qllnlificntions nnd fl.ction), The SftHstras 

pre cribe ",~~q \:If{ (i ,e., ollti es of the fOllr VarnMi an'(l fOlllo 

stages of life) lind not of castes liS t hey now exist. In former 

times one could by his own fl.Ctions MC ncl or de cen,'i in the 

cll,le of Varna8, The text ~T ~rl.Ji=t ~i(: 6~{Tfa~ ~~ff_ 
(by birth everybody i 11. Shudra and he becomes ~~ by 
tt'aining) e tAblishe this positioll. 

Manu also says:-

(A hudra can become a B1'Ilhmin a.nd n. Br.lhmin may degrnoe 

him elf to the po i~.ion of a Shlldra,) There are 'evet-al instances 

<>f pelon of the lower V Itrnas havi.ng asceudAd to higher 

Varnas, Inter-dining wa allowed among aU the four Varnall, 
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and.A. male from any V Itrlll\ could marry It gil"l from a Varna 
low [. thlH) hi own. llch an excellent !l.lTaugemellt produced 

its go~d 1'e lilt. It mA.oe the BI'ahmins maintain their momJ, 

intell~ct\1ld, and spiritual superiority by Jearniug' and good 

Rctions, auo it e),cou[ g d the other arnll8 to make efforts to 
qualify them t'lvp.8 fOI' promotion to highel' Varuns. The 

nation Wa! thereby en bl d to ndvanc in civilisl\tion. The 

refol'mers aim at n h ao amalgllmation liS may limit the castes 
to the foul' Varoos as they existed in the Vedic times and 

the e. tabli hment of IInh iotercou r e betweeu thenJ as then 

existed. 
Time ooes not permit me to dis0uss how such a good system 

hnppened to be ['0 deg nerated n almost to rnin the nation by 
innumerable divisions and sub-division. It i sufficient if we 

b ar in mind th evil consequences and t['y to remedy them. It 
cnnnot be denied that the effect of the present ca te divi ions is 

vory harll1ful in mllny directions. Ollste organisations Cl'eate 

a .spirit of clanni hn ss and naITow-mindedne. They 

destro~ the feeling of brotherhood that must exist between 

the diffel'ent commuuit,ies, They give rise to intrigues and 

. bl' ad 8 de ire of preferring caste interests to the generA.l inter-

ts of the community. Thay give rise to ca. te jealousies, create 
a ftleling of hatt'ed between the different sections of a community, 

and t nd to destroy the idea of common nationality. The caste 

orgauisations may have some advantages, but, on the whole, I 

am of opinion that str'ong caste organisations do more harm 

than good. There is no authority in Shastras prohibiting a 
Brahmin of olle caste from dining with a Brahmin of 

another caSte, and yet if a Brahmin of one caste dines with one 

of another Brahmin caste, he is excommunicated on the ground 

of committing a breach of religious duty. How can society make 
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progress and rise so long as such (Jo~io(Js prevnil? Everyl~ody 

who has the good of the coun~ry a~ hel\l't should serioUl,ly 

consider this que tion ani! tl'Y to introduce th9 old s"ystem 

which i supported by OUt' 1\1Icient religion . 

The qaestion or foreign travel iil neltl'ly 801 ved. People 

returning after It visit t.o European countries '1l,I'e now l'eRd

mitted into ,the caste on c I,tllin condition. Vel'y few IIO,V 

think that fOI'eign travels lu'e against I,tlligiotl. 

On of the mu t imp0l'tallt pl'oblems 'uf l'eform is about the 

raising of d pi'essed clA.SSe, They form It Ial'ge Pl'opol,tion of 

OUt' community. Is it open to us, who are never sp(tring in 

commenting upen the conduct of Govel'Oment in mR.king race 

distinction and in giving preferonce to one community over 

another, to be making like distinctions and wor e, betwe<lI1 the 

dil:f.erent scctions of our olVn community ~ To treat those as 

out-cllstes, who are outsicle OUI' societ,y, is to lop oft' an 

important organ out of our social constitution. By tl'eating 

them as leper of society we force t,helr to IEI!\ve our Qwn 

society and embl'ace othel' cre d and l'eligion" These cogsidel'a

tions mu 't not be lost sight of in looking at the ~uestion 

from a religiolls point of view, As hown above, our l'eligioDt 

allow a budl'a to be.!Otna II Bmlllliin by learning I\nd good 

actions. Vl\lmiki WQS 1\ hudl'3. but llis name is even now 

respe<\ted AS a great Rishi. Tuk:ll'aru, Kahil', Nanak, and 

other saints, wi-o were not Bl'r.hminl', 1'L1'6 held in high 

veneration evsn by Bl'ahmin. The great Bhakta NI~rsi 

Mehta did not lose his caste thougb he openly Ilssocil\ted 

him~elf with people of the depressed classes. Thus in elevRt

in~ the dep1'6ssoo classes we are not acting in opposition to 
religion', I think we must take more interest in the eleva

tion of the depressed classes and should help them in raising 
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their' status and improving their condition And in increasing 

their. UR flllo~ to society. 
~he purity qu ~tioll includes both bodily and moral 

put·ity. Both thl' are enjoined by the SLM'tras. Owing to 

ignol"ll.nc and upel'stition our people look more to the letter than 

to the spit'it of the hastra in this matter. The rules of sanita

tion boing nntumlIAw", no society ran violat them with im

punity, n.nd the disregar'd of the rules has led to much 

unhen.lthine",'i H.nd Imlt'erin<Y in the country. As a matter of 

public h nltll ovel'llm nt R.I ' attempting to do what they 

can, but IlUcceSM cannot b Ilchieved .unle we arouse ourselves 
to th import-nil 'e of th question and devote onr earnest 

labour io the; eau 'e. As l'egar.ls the que tion of moral 

purity, it r quit· no SAying that we must try to fl' e oUl'selves 

from all immol'R.1 t;ul'l'oundiogs and associations. 

Thus the cl'y of" religion in danger" rai 'ed again ,t refOl'mers 

is groundlet;s. 1 think, at; sho vn ILbove, that true l'eligion is 
in danger in opposing reform and in allowing ~he evil customs 

and il'actic s to continue. J. earnestly appeal to the opponents 

of r eform to c .. lmly ,Hill Rodously consider this. 

• Jt i sometime a el'ted that reforllJs in old times were 

efl'ected by Ri his, tll!1.t the Achnrylls and ShRstris are the pro
pel" partloo;,; now to lead tile reform, and that the reformers have 

no right 01' I\uthol'ity to guide tbe people and to introduce 

chRnges in theil' c'Jstoms and practices. This brings us to the 

question as to who s.hould und~rtake the work of reform ~ It 
mURt be remember'en thllt nobody in old times Ilsked 

the Ri his to undertA.lte Rny reform. 1,'hey were phil

anthropic and were the well-wishers of the people. They 

knew their duties and responsibilities. They cared not for 

praise or censure from the people. When they saw that any 
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sociAl practices produced evil effect. on societ.y, they spontalleop -

ly of tbeir own accord ('Arne forward :lnd exerted tbe))Jsel':,e to 

introduce reform. If our At·bal·y" , pde.'3tR find Shastris a~t lih 

tbe old Ri bi., realize their dUGie and responsibilit.ies, nnd wo'rk 

for reform, we would all respect them and follow th m. .But 

many of them are not qualified by gerll'll'ld e.iucation to take a 

broad view of the impOl·tant. sociAl problems; theil' Rylllpat.hi es 

are generl\J1y not on the side of mR,king reforms; they al'e rno tly 

avel'se to introduce chauge which mlty not find rea.dy populftrity 

with their followers, and their intel'est nre mOl'e in the rlirectioll 
of oppo, iog thRn milking . reform . The qUE'lstioll then ftri es, 

what should be done? Should imporl;nnt social pr'oblem ' remain 

unsolved, should society continne suffering !tnll should we "eUlain 

inftctive in the face of the e evils unti1 the e religiou p ople are 

mll.lie alive to theil' duties towards the people? Our suciety bRs 

suffered sufficiently long and we cannot ftffol'rl to wait. 

Under' the BI'iti b l'ule we hav" got. the benefit of westero 

eduC!l.tion and western ideas. We have come to know the socilll 

customs and ('ondition of tue people of othel' countrie~'f 'Ve 

have become more winely and more intimal; ly acquainted 

with our own &.ncient literature lind religious work, and 

new ideA, conditions anli circum tAnces have sprung np. These 

cil'cum tance combined opened the yes of t.he early reformal's to 

the magnitude of the evil thR.t some of the custom and usage 

were inflicting on the count.ry. They SIlW the Ilecessity for 

reform and, actullted by a trong en e 0,£ duty, they devoted 

them elve to work esl'ne tly in carrying it out. The spread 

of education has convinced many person of the paramount 

import&nce of social que tions in promoting the welfare of the 

country, I\:nd they consider it their duty to continue their efforts 

in the cause. 
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omo cl'itic, I\l1e"e that there has been no IIppl'ecilLble 

r ults of th efforts of the l'eformel'~. It mu t be !'('mem

berod tbl\t in a. "R t countl'y like lnrlia, of wbich the people 

are ~ laved by p culial'ly rigid C:l8te syst m, sunk in jgnor

ance Rnn 1:lIIpet'dtiLion for evel'>tl centurie~, Hnd imbued with 

cnnservati,'e idea , th wOI·k (If r fOI'm must nece 8R,dly be 

slow. Sub tIIntial and All-pel'\' di ~ reform mllst tnk 1\ long 

time to Ilgl'aft itself on 1\ s ci t.\'. Tho w"I'k done, however, 

during the II\~t 6 yeR I'S is not diEcour"giog. Primal'Y female 

eduCfltion is spl'ellding in 1111 pArtF, nnd Fome ladies havo ac

quired higher e.lucnt.ion and hflve obtaiued University degrees. 

A steflriy progl'P,8S 10 l'l\ i ~i ng the wAI'ringeable age is 

ob rVI~ble in nll p l·ts of the cOllntry. Tbe number of 

widow remarl'ing !I i, fil t increasi ng. In thi yen.\' there have 

b fon 15 widow \'ernarringes ill the .Bombay Pl'esiriency alone. 

III four of tiles tbe In·id es' gUrl.l'dhtns weI' consentiJ'fg pfll'ties and 

took pa\'t in the c remonies, n.nd the bridegro ms were grndnatEis 

o( the oiv l'!1ity. But the succe Fl is not to be measured merely 

by ntvn bels. Ab ut It furtnight ago II lArge number of Brah

mins lind others a ttendeil a widow I emflT'l'iage between the mem-

• bel' of two 1'e pootable Brl\hmin fnmilies which took plllce under 

the patl'onage of Hi Righue 's ayajimo, the iIIu 'triollS Ruler 

of BIIl'llda, to whom the cause of refol'm owes much for its ad

VRnce. In the Ar.avln. 'Bmbmio raste!l. widow remoJ'riage took 
place only II few days ago. A cnste meeting WIIS convened for 

the purpose of Olltc ting the mltl'rying p"ir. But instead of 

outcRst,ing t hem they, under the prosidency of one vf the leading 

Rnd the lUO t respectable fAmilie of the caste, Approved of the 

mq,I'riage and rejected the proposol for excomtlJunicating them. 

In a. similar way 8. large number of the Lad Vanias of this city 

at a caste meeting expressed themselves in favour of introducing 
5 



66 THE TNDIAN SOCIAL CONFERENCE. 

widow remarriages in their caste. This show!:! how far the soil 

has been prepared for this iropor~nt reform, ann to what extent 

the sympathy for it has permeated through the masses ~f the 

most consEo'l'vf\tive communities. The question of forei.go travel 

is neltrly solved and the current iu its favour is growing so 

strong ill fOl'ce Itnd volume that the castes are unable to stem 

it, and have ~o yield to its fCl·ces. Ollst.e l'rejudices are dimini

shing. Inter-marr-iRges in .some sub-divisions . of castes have 

begun. More attent.ioll i being paid to religious and moral 

education. All this is encouraging. 

The acts of the socif\l reformers nl'e often cl'it,icised by 

opponeliLs as well as by friend s. We welcome all discussion 

and .; l'iticism for the purpose of finding the t.ruth, t\l'l'iving at 

I\, right condusion a.no Acting wisely. There lire some who 

think that we must try for rovivn.1 of ancient ini\titutio~ls nn :1 

not fol' reform . But mere l'eviv:ll will not suit ollr pr'esent 

condition nor will it serve 0111' enrl. Oall it revival or refol'm ; 

we need not fight for word' wh<'>11 we Agree as to t he necessi.ty 

£01" cbange in the present customs. There (u'e otbers. who 

suggest I'efonn on nationRI lines. But, AS well said by 

OU1' friend Mr. Justice Obanrl :LVlu'k>lI', ther.; is nothing in our 

pl'oO'ramme which is a,gain L "I'R.tionalIy nlttiol1al." 

One great point often urged is th:l.t the reformerR are 

talkel's and not 1V01'kel's, that they Itt'e lip-reformers, and that 

they have no moral courage to act Itccording to t heir convic

tions. We must calmly consider' thl::se remuks and if there 

is any tl'ut,h in them we must try to remove t.he complaint l\S 

much as pos ·ible. Our opponents 10. e no opportunity to 

misrepresent and abuse us. Their object in milking such 

criticism is certainly not to help the cause of reform. 

They attack reformers with a view to dissuade people to 
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join our CMl e. Our raply to them should be that they are 

not it to guide 01' IldviRe u, I\S t<.o how we hould act a.nd 

what .we Ilhollld do to arlVftlWe Olll' 'II lise, Rnd tbllt such 

critici m will not di 'collrage 1l ~. 

J wi h to My a few Wf'll'(h! to fri emh; R.lln sympathise1'8 

who make such criti(; sm with II. view to IIdvanc(\ the cause. 

In m' humble opinion, their I'emnrks n,I'e not well -considered, 

are often incol'l'eet, II l1d rio mOI'e har'Ot tbll.n good to the 

a:J e, inA mnch It IDlI.ny p r'sons, though r formers a.t 

h art, do not join om' ('ails and ,io not come to the front, for 

fear of being hl1r8bly critici;;ed. Tht·s who finn fault with 

reformers for inMtion, ought to remember that words ttre actions 

when they produc convictions in t,he minds of others, or 

actua.te othel's to do an nct. Different steps to complete 

an action RI'e so fnllDy different ("cts. Doing anything that 

ncourag Otht't'R to rIo !l.n IICt. is 1\ "ort of :lction. J n doing aD 

act, one should alwlI.Ys keep tlte ultimnte obj ct in violV. No 

wille man noe ' nn act which wouln fl'ustl'ate the purpose 

aimed "-t. We II.re \Vorkin" not fol' 9. few bllt for the masses 

and for t he wholl:l Rociety. The moral influence thnt can 

eindltC:e othel's iR likely to be IcRt by isolation . Our Rctions 

mU'lt be such !l8 wOll ld nnvltnce I'.nll not ret..'\rd our CIlU e. Our 

wor·k to be trective should, t hel'efol'e, he none hy remaining, 

a far AA po ' ible, in I>ociety. Circum 'tances of different places. 

nnd cli ffel' nt communitiefl ftl'" l1ift reli t. An !lct which nt one 

plnc mn.y prove 118 fill, may be harmful a.t another place. 

Di ffer~nt kinli of nctions at difJi I' nt times and places are, 

therefore, n(;ce n.r y fOl' the success of our cause. Our friends 

I>hould bear in mind theE'e points before finding fault with the 

workers for inaction. Those who criticise fellow-workers 8hould 

seriously consider whether their criticism does Dot a.pply to 
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themselvGs. I do not in the least defend nny person who {ails 

t o do an act which he ought to hl1.ve dOlle to f,\l'ther 
I 

pUL' cnuse. All I want to any is, that evOl'y rof.ormer 

instead of criticising a fellow-wod,er should ,]0 what seems to 

him to be right and just, and set an eX'llliple to othel·s. If 

~eaderB fail to do their duty by not acting, tho 'e wllO critici e 

should come fOl'ward and take the lead . This, I belie,'(\ ought 

to be the position of friends of the cause. 

In conclusion, I beg to olfer a few suggestions as to OUt· 

future plan of work. Ollr field of bbolll' is very lal'ge, we 

have to cOlltend against prejudices of very long stan,ling, 

and OUL' number is small; differilnce of opinions must 

~xist a to methods. I think we must not waste our time 

Ilnd energy in fighting about methods when wo IIgree as 

to the common aim . Let each try his own method and do 

some work, and yrnpathise, if 110t co-opel'ate, with othel'8 

who adopt other methods. 2rc.minent wOl'kers in :l. pl'ovince 

Rhould meet often at difliH'Emt CElntres to iliscuss and 

decide a to what steps should be taken to fUl'th eL' Lila: cau e 

in dilferent PIU't of the country. Efforts should be mllde to 

e tablish as ociations in a m,~ny places as possihle. Agitation

must be kept up alld canied on by lectuL'es, pamphlets, and 

Iflaflets . W e must not pL'oclaim Out' victorie. in . lIch I!I. way ns 

to offend other Itnd create unnE:CEll sary oppm:;ition, but contiu1Ie 

to wOl'k step by step to attaiu the finltl gon.l. We mu~t not be di . 
hearteneJ by harsh 01' unjust criticil1DI, or on flccollnt of It fellow
wOI·ker', weakne ,but go on wOl'king with!\ sense of dllty nnd 
responsibility, with earnestnes /tnd singlene s of purpose, with 
devotion and perseverance, regltl'dle of praise or censure ', and. 
God helping this noble cause, SUCCt1SS will be cet' taio. OUt· 
motto should be, as said by a saint :-

" Love to God, 
Service and love to the fellow-man." 
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C/wirm n of the R eception Cllmrnittee of the ociat 

C01ljm'ence helcl at f:hwat . 

Ladies ann TentIem n,- It give me great plea ure to 

RCCOl'C you n heflrt,y weI como . to thi twenty-first Indian 

ocial Conference. I bid this welcome on bebalf of my

self, on be.balf of the Reception Committee, and on behalf 

of the city of SUI·at. The ocial Oonference meets this 

yeal' in a city which hils n pr('ud heritage of historiCjl.) 

tl'adition I1nli an Ulld niable claim to the gr8.titude of nil lovers 

<.If refol'ID. umb was once the ch ief em porium of the trade of 

the ~llSt ann It I'i<:h [O!\.l·t fOl' the exdmnge of merchandise from 

the East ann tho West. Under the Mogllul Emperors it WI\S the 

chi f port ill Gujerat f(lr all the varied exports Ilnd imports of 

the land Itnll was :tlso known far' nnd wide as the Gate of Mecca, 

wh.mce pilgr'ilOs t.O the shrine of the Prophet embarked for 
Arabil1 . ItA markets Ol'iRtlen wit,h the flowing robes of merchants 

from Khol'l1!<an and BaJl:hrlad on the one Rine and Mongolian 

1:a.ndarins on tlte other. Us fablen riches excited the cupidity of 

the illustrious hivaji who sacked i t. Ilg,tin aDd again and carriell 

oil' £l'om its p ople a lal'ge ILmount of spoil for distribution among 

hi sturdy. F;t)ldiers. , Ul'lI.t WM funong the earlie t towns in India 

tha.t received the impact of European merchants from beyond the 
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seas. The Portuguese lind the Dutch establisbed their first 

factoriee on the banks of the Tapti, and the British East India 

Company, which soon followed, had its earliest settlement in 

this town. Bomhay was then a fishermen's hamlet and it WI\S 

from Sur:\t that the Enst India Company transfened that island 

to their sovereign, the lSec;olld Ohal'le8, as a dower for hi royal 

consort. 'rhe" Queen of Western India thRt sits sceptred on 

the seven isles" was thus a pl'otege of Surst then IIni! it WIIS only 

when Surat was wrecked that Bombay found its opportunity 

and waxed fat n.t the xpen tl of the elder city. Even the 

French people had theil' fllct<lt')' here and you will be interes+;ed 

to learn that the grounrl on which you srond to-day and which 

to thi dn.y is known liS the Fr.eneb Gn.rdens was once the cradle 

of the enterpl'iRe of th,tt lll.rge-hearted Illld chivalrous Dlltion. 

The French people have been well known for their love of liberty 

and n.ffectionate hearts; ano ' standing on thi once Fr'ench soil 

we offer you a characteristically affectionate IIno warm welcome. 

We citizen of lll'llt Ill'e known in Gujel'at as al\ ilr:pul ive 

and reckless people. We aI' believ d to{) hll.ve amC'o> t us n() 

cold calculators, no subtle sophist.q, and no hfl.l·d-heal'ted 6('ono

mi ts. We leap in thfl dark without looking ahead. Our 10c[\1 

poet has taught us to CAst ciJ'cllUlspection and caution to the 

winds and ru h to fill up tbl:l breach where our stt'onghold is 

being stormed. The circumstanc under which we have invited 

the Indian National Oongrei'\s and the ocial and Industrilll Con

ferences to uDl'repa.red Surat this yell.l· well illustrate this reck

less rashness. We must have had II. poor idea of your comforts 

and of our duty to make you happy in our mid t to have under

taken to invite you at such short not.ice. We therefore crave 

iadulgence for any shortcoming in the arr;lngements we had to 

improvise. 'We may assure you, gentlemen, that the defect!! you 
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might have notiol!d have not been dne to .lllY wl\nt of cordiality; 

our· welcome is all the more g nuine, OUl' goo!!lYilI all the more 

true . • 
It i but meet thllt t.hll Boci,\1 Oonference meets this year in 

tlli city. Sl1mt hAs been known 11.8 the home of reformers in 

Glljernt an!! the ,ust pion el' of oci,,1 I\d vancement haileo hom 

thili town, The YU\LneR ,~f Dlll'g.lI·affi fl.1:0 Mahipatram, of Nar

IDRoashanl<ar and Ilvl\l ... ,m RI'O \ rit hwge in the history of the 

refol'm rnovenH'ut. They eu(i voured to elevate the standard 

of f m~lo education in tId!'! provine ano to ameliora.te the statlls 

of 0111' women. They ennenvnur (I to bl'idg'3 the gulf between 

one 8ub-CR.8te ano another' IIno to oispel the telTOl'S of ostracism 

consequent llpon foreign tl'llV I. They expo. ed the gl'oss super

stitions of our social :\nrl I'e lirriou ~ rlogmlUl And endol\vourod to 

dissipl\te the dn.rknesR of ignol'l1Oce fl'om our llOmes, They had 

1\ goodly following I\nel theil' tam bl\no of bocil\\ r eformers 

did a good deal to pOpll hll'ise the clluse which wo hAve met to 

c Ipbrnte to-dR.Y. 

. "By oell eleRS 'hllllge e\'el'ything f;ubs ists;" so thought 

HeracMtu of olli ; Rn liang lowper; n.nJ the EuropElan Rfl.VIIUts 

hn.ve pinned their fl.ith to thi helief in t,he immut.P.ble 11\'" of 

-Evolution. Life is syno nymous with change n.nd growth, and is 

the negation of staO'Ofltion. To subsist one must move lind 

aeljllst himself to the chll.nging envirollments. • 11t1CeS8 in life 

d4'pend upon the degree of skill with which) ou adl\pt yourself 

to the shifting surroundings. Nl1.tion. that h:\V been unduly 

rigid ill lending them e)ve~ to the even,hllOging circumstances 

have gone and periRheo. Socitlty is II. com plex organism, which 

in order to live must gl·OW. And thll.t growth, in order to be 

healthy, to be really helpful to progress, must. be mnltifcrDl. You 
Cllnn(.t exel eise only one limb of YOllr body nnl1 neglect the rf-st. 
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The result would be an unoqual advancement, a di8parity of , 

growth. The limb over-'exercised would grow elongated· Ol' 

crooked aod become loose 01' over-fiacci.1 by constant use . • The 

m\.tscle neglected would suffer from atr'ophy and become ·too rigid 

for any hea lthy use. A nation cnnnct stl'ive to be politically 

free and be yet content with its :induskia.l serfdom. It cannot 

seek its politiea.l Ol' economic emancipation a nd also weal' the 

chains of social bondage. If yuu are seeking politicl1.ll'ights and 

privileges, it equally behoves you to shako off the manacles of 

;;or.ial pl'ojudice, ignorRnce and superstition . If you shut your 

eyes to the socin.1 activities Hnrl exercise only your political 

limb, the bn.la1Jce of powel' in the social fram e is liable to be 

disturbed beyond a ll hope; tbere would be :l. certain rlefol'mity 

of the whole SLl"lwtul'e and 11. possible p:l.1'!tlysil3 of the whole 

organism. 

ociety must advance 011 all lin if thel'e i to be any 

stability in thQ p,'ogl'ess flcbillved. It is no rloubt true that· 

ther'e ,u'e some elements in Olll' envil'ollment whi Ii it is not 

possible to change. Man is the al'chit~ct of his own fortun e b o 

doubt; but he hHS to u 'e the stone and mUl·tal' as be :6.udstthem j 

he cannot make them, He i, n. f.· e Haent. to H. great, extent; 

but he ill '!llso subject to philo ophical necE'Esity :1II0 cannot 

control the law of Citl1 Sl tioll. He l'llnnot ch.inge hi" heredity 

for instance, nol' his time 01' plaCE> of birth. U Luther bad 

lived ill times when GRlileo WR.8 pel' ecnted !lnd Giorrlano Bruno 

burnt on the stAke fol' t heir heresy, the Prote t.A.ut Reformation 

could not bav been ociat d with his name. If Aristotle 

had b en bo.'n to regl·o pM'enl;;; in Timbuctoo ur Milton 

had seen the light of the world in J er'j (;ho, thE> wol'ld's 

literature onld not IHwe bllen enriched by the subtle 

politics of ' the Greek Metaphysician or the brilliant Paradise 
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Lost of the Engli h Poet, If Bounaparte had only Houri hed in 

tb tim of Louis _ I ,h could not hQ.ve ri en to be the Dicta

tor IIcd the Enlp rot', Tim fl wel'e not ['ipe theu anll they could 

not h",ve' anticipn.ted time, Ther al'e these immutable factors in 

our de tiny whi ,!t no f,'ee will Oil Ul' pnrt enn modify, But 
there II.l 'e nvugh of othal' fnAII8Itbl el men in our environment 

which w n en not ri{'''pnil' to Imqu r , It is these factors in our 

IIrroll Idings wbi h \ e mu. t pithel' lilt (' 0 1' ad pt OUI' ely to 

th In if \ e wlI.nt lo fllll'v ive th etel'OllI , trugglB for xistence. " 

V hA,t t h n hl\\'e IV to do? Befot' I }'equest you, g ntle

m n, to deliber'ottl on th WAy S Rnd IIlell.nS ()f social advallce

III ut, you will pel'mit m to tllk a sLo 'k of OUI: humbl R('hieve

ment,~, It is It nee I\s'\I'y fOl'm :di ty of bAn(Iing over chArge of 

th SIlcl'eel t l'ust from tile 20th to the 21st 'ocial onfer'ence. 

The s lIbj ct of sO'ial reforHl hove been so well understood ond 

o thorolt"hly (liSCLl seel , th l~t J will not J tain YOLI 10llg with Rny 

scholn ,tic dialectic 0 1' the points ill vo)ved t herein, \Ve all know 

thut th prOrTl'f\mnlP of the flOCi. I I' ,fol'm I'S ca ll be asily 

l'ed uceil to tlll'ee main heAds. They Ill'(-I: (1) matt 1'8 [ ' lating to 

the in~ii vidunl, like Florial pllI'ity and t mpenw('e; (2) mll.tters 

• " I, ting to th e fumily of tll e iniliviliufl.l, whi ch compl'il'le ques

tion~ of mnl'ring nnd the stRtUI'l of "'0011'111, II I' educlltioll and 

hel' ri"hl,H; nnd lastly (:-1) m, tt rs l' In,Ling to the community or 

CAste to which th e indi virlu, t1 b ,Iongf!, Thll s though:; emingly 

mallY they :II'e n,1I one; oml I'el'lte to t be pel'fed indiviilual. 

A !lInn is not A whol man without lIiR fnmily, without hiN wife, 

who is only the man',' complement fl.nc1 without bis chillh n, who 

uppl mElllt nlld pl'oll)11g hill xistenc. Man ill a socinl animal 

and withou the community OJ' CA ste in whi h he has his being 

h e is not pt'rfect, oeial I'efol'm 'onCPl'ns itself with th perfect 

man and aims at bis infinite perfection. 
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To tRke on account of onr ~ncce 6S and reverses then, we 

have yet no reAson to nespond. There hRs been It.n Ilpprecilthle 

increase in the age of mRrl·iage. W e do not ver')' often sef'..hahy 

mA.rriAges now AS we rlirl thirty yeAI' IIgo. Thun~ fI),e no 

doubt Borne communities yet where snperstition till preflcl'ibl::s 

the mA.rriage of infants n.nrl of "irIs befol e they fltta.in pu bel'ty. 

I woulel appeal to you to orgAnise R vigorous public opinioo in 

the matter, so thRt it wOlllrl h af; impo iblOj too offend it M! it is 

now believeel tl) be in tho.e sHeml d~pl'rt,ment!l of our Activity 

where prejnelice sWI reign sU[1I'erne. If ellncel·ted flct,ion on 

yonI' pRrt fail s to achieve t it d sin)rl enrl, ~ou hRve th ll eXllmples 

of Mysore Rod Barod:\ befol'e you. Hi;; Highn ss the MalutrI jR 

GAekwltr, AS you a.1I know, hM teo t,ifierl hill benevolent !<oli 'itnele 

fOl' the welfAre of his people by enllcting" Iflw pl·ohi bit.ing the 

mArriage of girls below twelve Ann of boys below flixte n. You 

~vill be interested t.o leRrn thllt th Ifl.w Ims belln working 

smoothly Rnti hfl~ not bf'en Accornpllnio(1 with Any of those violent 

cRtRclysms with which every mOV6 in !lochl Jegislflt,io n is 08S0-

ciRteel by the ignorant rnA PRo The hw hR fl nf'W het'll fent' 

yeA,rs olrl Rnd there is Ab. ollltal y U'l .. lp.sirll on the pRrt of HfIIl peo

ple to rev rt to the olrl orrl r of things. The nllmber of npplicn

tionR for soeking exemption from t it Act flre decl'ellHing every • 

yel\r, nnel the pcrcentAge ef inf"ingelTlPnt of the Illw Among the 

higher clfl..~se~ hn. Leen very low . The pereaJl tRge of con vidions 

among BrA.hmin stnd Vlli!'hyAfl l'fInges bet .. weel! t.WO liml fOllr, 

whel'efls among the low CAstes auel hudmR it was n.s high AA 39. 
The working of the Act is speciA lly kapt under the snperviRion 

of the L'lgRI Remembrn.ncel· to ensure thnt no cllses of infringe

ment pAss undetected. The ;;;ucco.~ of thi .. mell ure hilS engen

cleron such faith in !'ociA.! legiFlIA.t.iof) amoJlg"t the people that 

we have been rcceiving numerOllR I\ppliC8.tioNI from various 
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Cl\ste or comlllunitie for the pre"en~ior; of their social abuses. 

Thus the K"thill.wlld KUllbis have Bought fot· legislation to re

gull\~ the IDll.rriftgeable Ilge fOl' their boys and girls and to 
control their nllptiltl exptmses. Tbe Brahmins of Okhnmandl\l 

have Rpplied fOt,R. Iltw pennli illg the sale of girls in marriage or 

the aeeeptance of exorbitant !lums of money in tbe name of 

dowry. You will be most urpl'i8ed to learn that recently we 

hltve received ,\ppli~tions hom the BllniM of Sinore to 
make the remllrriage of widows compulsory. PlAgue has 

exacted ft IIn'ge toll of huma n life and the large in

creft e in the number of young widows added to the usual PMlcity 

of femltles in their cas ttl has accentuated the situation. They 

pray to the MA.hal'ajR, a the fathel' of his people, to enforce such 

remnnillges if only for' their sheel' self-preservotion and the per

petuation of theil' lin nge. 

, uoh a ll attitude of mind IYIIl,Y oause YOll 1\ wnisllment, bllt 

is 0IlRily explR.ined when ollce t,he ice i' oruk n II.nn people hR.ve 

Jeunt toO trllst in tat", legislntiofl, In BftroilR, tbere is the.£nrly 

Mal'l'ill~e Prevelltion Aot ",n,1 Lhel'e is the Compulsol'y EduC'ntion 

Act. ....is HighneHI the Mnhal'lljf\ hnk undol·taken to open a 

school fOI' boys a nd ft ellool for' gil'b in el'ol'Y villflge, at a.n 

tlxpenil itm' which will nloount to sixteen In khs when the whole 

sclleme is matured. Boys hl\.ve to R htend these compulsory 

schoolR till they I\£'e twelve Rno gil'! till they lire ten year's of 

age. Fema.le educl\tion is thui! mHking .m.tiS£lI.ctol·Y p\'I)greAA in 

the tate. Even befol'e edllcatioo was made compulRory the 

perceotllge of literRCY among the gil'ls was 9 as against 5'6 in 

the Bombay Presidency fllle) '8 for the whole of India. With 

the Dew measure it lilts RlrMdy exceeded 26 and it is probftble 

the percentage will stelldily !lweI) until it l'eRches its utmost. 
limit, 
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Female education is likely to prove a potent oh'ent of great 

value for the prejudices and super t,itiont! that are still l'ampant 

in our society, Womnn is the troogest of orthodoxy ion ollr 

-country alJd is oft n a greRt ob"tacle in" the way of reform. which 

aims at her own ell'vation, Edllcate bel' lind you will be able to 

countel'poi e half the weight of tile oprosition which hel' con

Bt'I'vltt.ive nltture offers to yell, Take recourse to Jegisll\tion in 

t.he last inRtlltlCe if your combined efforts at persuR.Rion or the 

communal ' efforts at co l'cion with the fear of pemt!ties to be 

imposed by the t'ltst~ are of no l\.vllil. If the St.ate t>l.kes minors 

undel' its wing and lenve' t.hem h ee to l'e(Judiate contl'acts 

-entel'ed into dnring thei l' minority, there is no rellSon why 

it ma,y not be appealed to protect minor gil'ls from the 

olltl'act of mlltl'imony, You II1ftY not pennliRe th offences 

llgain t Rueh hw AS we do At Baroda; but tbere would be 

!lothing unjn t if YOUI' law COllrts decline to recognise 

mal'rillges contl'llcteo below the tatntol'y IIge wben ither party 

itggrievecl hy it ",,,(-'ks t.o IINli (\ them rift l'ward", 01' thfl vnlirlity 

of the malTing is di~pu te(1. There have beell pl'ovi ions' fOl' 

fixing the minimnm flge fOl' mA\'l'i~ge eVE'1i in ,YRt m <Yf jul'is

prudence which look upon nmLl'i mollY ItS I\. SlIcr'ament II n·l not a 

-contl'ltctul\.l l'e1::ttion, • 
Again , if the State legisl:ttul'e hRS l'alllt:\ry proviRions for t,he 

pupilft<Ye of minor" 11.110 their gU!\I'difl,llship of peloson I\nd property, 

shoulrl it h::w~ none fnr tIle prot ('tion 01' minor wido' s? We 

appoint CU1'3tors find commit,tees for lunatics liud prodigal!,; but' 

think tbel'e iM no Be d to s"feguRI'cl the intel'ests of helpless 

widows, There He schools of correction find r efol'matol'ies 

mainta.ined by the State fol' delinquent children to reclaim them, 

but we s~e no neceFsity for similal' institution for child widows, 

Ther'3 are asylums for leper 8.nd asylums for thieve " who have 
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viol!ltetl the law of nature nnd the ItlwS of the land; but we 

h~ve no'home for the htlples widow, the pel' 'on you have your-
• 

s Ives. wl'ooged and the victim of the tyl'l\nuy of ('aste and social 

injustice, Hll not woman a oul? Ema culatioll is a crime and 

the cn~til1g of nuse is regarded as grievous hurt undel' our Penal 

Code us it mal'S the facial beauty of the person injured, Has 

not t he enforce.1 ,lisfigurem nt of young ... idows an equally in

jurious effect pn their p I' ooal appe:trance? Does it not Q,im at 

defemini~ing them ? .if there is a leg,d age fol' cons nt, should 

thel'e be (J olle fol' RS 'euting to this compulsory disfigurement, 

anll to tbis 'ompul Ol'y putting 011 of sackcloth aod It 'hes by the 

young widow? But who thioks af the poor wl'e'tch, eondemned 

f01' no ftlult by the tyranny of custom? 

1'he qu stion :>f widow remarrioge is indeed a difficult 

nut to crack, 'iVe may not agree with the inor Banias in 

seeking the aid of tIlte lp.gislation to pI'evenL the iniquity, 

Hut we 11 sti ll do It good deal. Widows who al'e of an 

a~cet,ic tem pel'lUllent And are not prepared to blldge from 

theire exalted i1PII\ of conjugal fide!ity will always WIU 

UI' g,'eatest esteeul. We have the greatest revel'ence for 

• nil such noble Elxerroplfll 's of elf-adjuration ant.! self-efface

ment, But there il'< no element of constmint in theh' case, 

Theirs i a self-iOlpo ad itisability, which can in nu way justify 

our putting II restraint cn the will of th ir frailer sisters, It 

ought to be Ollr d nty to treat uch widows as are prepared to 

remllrry with re pect and sympathy; and we must be evel' ready 

to help them and remove all disabilities likely te attach to their 

altered tatu . 
Only recently thet'e WIIS snch a remarriage in high life at 

Baroda; antl the mOrltl support received by the unfortunate 

bride and tlle bl'idegroolll from the enligbtenei Maharaja Saheb 
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the AntyRj:\s or the depressed clR 'es are IltboUY'ing CRn hR~d ly 

be defended. Ev n Shal)kamcharya., who bl'ought about. the 

revival of ]~I'llhm'\nism, allows sR.lvation to the Shudrll. 1£ the 

regenerate classes pl'iilfl th.em~",l "es on theit' supposed origin from 

the mouth J\nd the R.nns of the pl'im revaJ Being, the Shuilras 

emann.ted frOlD Hi. feet 1111'1 lire no less impOI·tr.nt, fllctors in the 

economy of e:vel'Y vilJllge community. And y!l t we SpUI"l1 them 

for the accident of thei l' uirth R.nd d.-ny them t.he commone't 

privileges of 1\ citizell, It is cul"ions to obsel' l'e how thei .. con

version to ~OhI'istiJ\uity lI,nd angli t::i ed hnbits rendel's them 

acceptl1bl to the Hindu society, whAl'ein liS Hindus till'Y could 

find no entl'Y' TheocL-llc), is well known a the WOl'st forlll of 

tyranny J\nd the Antynjas have long 'nf'Jered un.ier· the Bra.hmanic 

sway. 1t i gratifying to observe t,hat there has been Il. gmdual 

revulsion of feeling of IRte in theil' fav(,uI' a.nd the elIol'ts of the 

A.rya Samaj bid fil iI' to secure SOllJe l'er-ognition of their sta tus. 

His Highnes!> the MRhR.l'aj.t Ga.ekwIII· has, ill this instance, III 0 

evinced hiR great desi r to . ecure somp. mellSUI'e of justice .for 

these depressed clRsges :l.t the hands of his people. N u.m ero 11 

schools have been opened io Ule State for the Loys and girls of 

the Antyaja people, among whom J\I '0 education hilS been made

compulsory. Educl!.terJ.A ntyajllS find proployment in the State 

as teachers in Vernacular . f;chools for t.heit, CD tGS fI,nd flS 

mukadams under the Municipalities. E\1'3I'Y enrtellvollr is made 

to redeem thi unfortunate (·lass from tho abysmlll ignorllnoe 

in which they Ill'e steeped . They are allowed freo Ilccess to 

public building". chools alld courts of :lltw. If i :Krishl.a 

h&s taught us-

8q)s~ 84 Wr! .,-"4 ~sftcT .,- Rnr: 
~ ~H\,f.:ff g 'It llifm qf'q a ff! ~ II 
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I lUll alike to all being~; to m nOlle iEl hateful, none 

dp.l\t; bu tho e who wo hip me with devotion dwell in me 

and I. too in them. Is it not s~cl'ilice to purn them and 

heresy- to hl\te them? Til y 1\1'e hips of the same block fl'om 
which we hlwe manntt.'tl od are entitled to an our rights 

and 1\1\ our privil g('R, 
onn ctetl with c "t i t,h subj ct of s n voyag 5, a ques

tio 011 which I fllin wouk! hold LOy tongue, being myself an 
offi nd I' and 8 victim. ] wonl<i (lot, however', let this ocr.Rsil)l1 

p>lSS without conveying my sense of gl'atitude to my urr,t breth
ren for I\greeing to take me bRclc within their fold . Surat in 

this as in !TIA.ny othpr· matters hils served the caus of reform 
and hft proved how diffi('ult ocial questions clln he pl'ftCticnlly 

solvod if only ftpprollcherl in a bl'oad ftnd liberal Rpir'it of com
promise. J woul~ !lppel\l to the other cities and tow,ns of Guje

l'ftt to show a similar spirit of con!<idera.tene S when l)flnnljng 

thiR d Jieata question. I wouln remind them that it wouln .'lot 

be always safe to hold thoir stdngs tight I\nd oppo e an unbend

ing'l\ttitude to all enneavours at concililttion, Let not Olll' 

necessi" be aeized as your opportunity, The victimr,J are not 

Iikcl~ to bav un unbounded faith in the effical'Y of all the 

prescriptions, especially when they are dictated more by gl'eed 

than uy any true sense of piety. By remainiIlg too inflexible 
they 81'e likely to d feat their own ends, The oci,~1 e'(ilp, if Le 
is not readmitted to the pale, i lost for ev r to hiR old 

community; and with him is for'egone all t.he benefit. of the 
expllrience htl is likely to have acquired from foreign travel. 

The loss of one valua.ble member counts for' much when our 

society is fa.st dwindling and ilver nArrowing, We are not 

known for any proselytising spirit; we do not make converts or 
admit converts to our fold, Have we not a greater reason to 

6 
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economise our resources and prevent tbe secession of any im

portant member of our own community. Is there no truth 'in 

wba.t is known as ~q;:- "l4 or' the Religioc of Necessity, wbic'" ha.s 

no lltw and clearly 'ciicro.tes to u ' qfl:f ~1!{~"'"nJ: you. may 

adopt the Shudr'a' mode of life when on tl'ave!. I hRve, on the 
other hand, read that Rt Darjiliug most of the names that figure 

on the signbofl.l'ds of liquor shop Rhow their Brahmanic descent 

and that Brahmin contractors supply mutton and even beef to 

the Army CommissRriat in Jortltern India. But they hRve not 

travelled in foreign countries rtl'ln Rl'e not put out of CfI.~te . Can 

gr~d for woddly gain achieve II. more decisive victory over 

pU('ity or piety? 

This, then, is our presAnt. position. W o must swim with 

the tille and move on lest we he _wept out of existence. 

We rou t change. Rnd cbange for the better. If our nfl.tion 

is sufftlring from moral myopi:1., tlte specta les we used ten 

centuries ago will he of no l\vRil; we O1U ·t have a new pair 

of lal'gel" power, The eRl·th if; moving; the heavens are moving; 

and if we want to retain a cII::R!' pel'ception of what the heavens 

have to tell us, we must adjust fwd keep shifting the focus of 

om tele cop a.nd not keep it r'igidly fixed. What a.re then the 

lin s on which we flhould acll'.i.nce. I may R sure you, Ladies 
• 

and Gentlcmen, tdat you will cio best. to follow the trllo old 

ideals, the truly national ideal .. of oue OWl) t.rue Shastl'as. Re

form il:l not I'evolution, it j not innovation, or an aveish imita

tion of foreign idenla. To be effective with the genel'lll mil ses it 

must aim a.t ideals which we call OUl' own. When I request 

you, thel'efore, to re-form your llsRges :lnd cu tOIOS, I do not ask 

you to rebel; we h:we rebelled enollgh again, t the laws of 

... ature, !\.gain t the law/; of moral. I do not 1\ k you, for instance, 

to divorce YOUl' sacred ineal of marriage and turn it from 
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tatus to cOlltl'ar;t, To reform is only to alter or cbange the 

forin, the Olltwnrd manifestA.tion, of the same old and true ideal. 

If the nation has outgrown its pr sent forms, you have to enlArge 

th III l\no not ret its spil'it feel cl'ibberl, abined Ot' confined in 

its wornout habiliments. If you seek th fl~ true idellls ill your 

ancient scriptures you will r en lly find in th In littl to Hcoff at 

and much to pt''ly to. The liv of Aga, tya and Lopitmlldra., of 

Ari t n.nd Anasuya, of Vnsishthn ano' Al'llllrlhati, of lijnyavo.lkya 

Mait .. yi and Gal'gi hoI t fot·th befol'e you nobl e examples of 

tlll'dy indep ndent roen and leat'ned, intell ct llll.1 wOUJton. You 

will find in those ti mes no p"I'nllel fur the model'll mockery of 

m rringe wlJer'e II. baby hride hanging rtt nt:lr mothel"s bre'lst 

:6 "'l11'e with II. hflby brirlerrroo IU feeling sleepy befol'e the 

.sacred altar, TarH. alld Manliodad rellHwried the hrothers of 

t heir decenserl hnslmnd und I, t he ol'li 1'8 of t'i RHmachandra. 

Damaynnti gave no shouk to hel' p.u ntll' reelings wh en sh.e pro

po ed to hold flnot het' '\v;1.yn.mvA.m ,.£tor tho IOSR of her dear 

lord, ala . . The I gelid of NRl'lnada tell s us bow she l'ernarded 

five tim cs one after the otlwr fl t the bebest of the SupI'eme Being. 

These ~omen are sti ll r vel'erl by us n.8 Srttis, and yet YOll will 

• turn askanc'e if !I. yO~lng vil'gin wiriow in yOUl' family proposes to 

remarry, It is ul'gen by 80m thnt the second mal'l'ingfl of A. widow 

. ~ft!f~ or prohibited in these degenemte days, thollgh sanc

tioned by the ftnCillot S tllritis, With these men we have no 

patience. I ther e any I' I\son why, if such unions wer'lI allowed 

in those bleB eJ el'IH;,~when fl'ee ntn.n n.nd feee woman lived on 

~qual terms and li ved :l simple life .~ f piet·.y, they should yet be 
<1is,'\lIowcri . in these luckl ess tim cR when the habit of Relf-control 

hilS weakened, the society hM grown complex and art.ificial, an 

plague carries off human hostages by millionR. Tt is no dOll 

true that these old ideals of the Vedic, Epic and Rationalistic< 
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epochs of onr national history could not long 1'et.nin their 

pri tine purity an:i gl'lId ua))y got cOl'l'upted by the advpnt· of 

foreign ideas. The iDva ion of the 8cythians :Inri oth r . bar

baria-ns fl'om the N orth-W est destro) ed, among otller thing!!, our 

noble idCllI of womanhood. he grndufllly cell sed to be regarded 

n8 the comrade ano helpmate of man; nnrl WIIS looked upon as 

an inferior being, a mere chattel IIno lin instrument of man 's 

pleru;ul'e. With the death nf the chief of the clan Ilis wive, 

were immolated on the pyre with hi lave., as a provision for 

his pleasure and his comforts ill the future world, The practice 

of 8ati deprived the woman of bel' separate individulllit.y and 

fell in with the perpetual tutelllge of women. Pel' onnl com

forts of life CIIIDe to be l'egardpd liS unessential foJ' wOIDan's 

existence, and vows ",nd penance became the em blem of piety. 

The ascetici m of. the Buddhi t R formation fini her!. thi wOI 'k 

of tran ·formation out of which the old Hindu irlea ls emerged 

scarcely recognisable. They rallied fOI' Il time undel' the 

Brahmllnic reyival inn.ugurated by hankal'lIcharya, but the 

Mahomedan inroRds and the conqne t of Indin. by foreign 

invaders sealed them up beyond reprieve. It i. the e old-id al' 

that you are asked to revive j and it is in thi sense that }'evival 

is not antagonistic to reform, 8S it is sometimes supposed to be, 

Society, like language, 01' constitution, must grolV and cannot be 

made to ordal' after the pattern of foreign ideals j but when it i 

only our own true ideals that we are IlSked to revive !tnd 1'0 us

citata, there i no insurmountable difficulty. You h!lve to apply 

boldly the urgeon's knife to the parasitic excrescences tit t have 

grown on the ocial body. The lai;er tran formation in the ideals 

wore not n!"Cassary links in 'the evolution of those ideals j but 

wore only accidental accretions of ethnic or political origin. 

Apply the pruning knife to these_weeds and the glorious land-

• 
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sc~pe will be r ~ ~ordd to its odginal splendour, These are the 

national line of l'tlfol'ln, I~nd they are the rational lines, There 
• 

is no ,Pal'a.doK hel'e, Thel' is et.ernal harmony between reason 

and the e ' en~il\l ide" I,; of OUt' Being, Forms are only empty 

hUl;ks alld I~ 'cidellts a nd i ~ is by ref,)rming these forms that you 

call I'evi ve tho Ll'ua id nls , 

What, th all, ILl'tl the to t hods that we have ~o follow? The 

proble ru eOIlCt'onting a sociI\! ('efut'mer are often more eXllcting 

t.ba n those hi LroLh I' of the politie,t1 I1 ssociatioD has to deal 

wi~h , They dent:lJjd of him I1n immediate pel'sonf~1 sa(;l'ifice to 
a deg r e not ins isted upon in th e ca8e of the latter, The 

most difficult of th eso pl'oulems, h.)\ve ver, is nbout the method, 

t he mod1/,8 opel'a1&di, to be safely pnrStI Ii by the lover or r'efor~, 
eu will ob"el'v8 tlltLt th e one ingl'ailled habit nmong our 

people is that of pas;!ive s ubmi sian to authority in the poli

tical, ill the religioll fl 01' in thA mOl'ftl fielrl, Tho infiueuce 

of authot ' i~y in matteI'S of opinion has grown so ~rQng that 

we hnve hal'dly 1'<3t: tined >l ny illdepenrlent judgment 01' the 

ClI p:. it.y Lo t hillk Oll t fol' oUl'selves, This has engendered two 

o pposite Ilv ils; tlxce 'ive dogrrtllti!;m, which bl'ooks no questions 

• on t ho o ll e h:L\ld, a.nd ser'vilo cI'edulity which lacks the 

omoog of l' iginal th ollg l.t, Whenever we need R.ny fl'esb light 

we enrl ~llvo ul' to seek it ill tue l'e vel a tion of the VedAS, in the 

mriti Ol' in their' If\.L tbl'-d",y commentaries, Wltlltev61' we find 

in th ; m we tstke on II'U t, 1I0t daring to interrogate our Reason, 

if it i:; j .II;L 1)1' unju , ~, TlJis compl t e s ubordination of ROIl.!lOn to 
],dth h, induced a dllpl lH'aule helpleSl:!oeKs of thought, We be
come fR.t. ... li >l~ Ilnd l'e;;ol't to /cismet; or take sh61ter uncleI' the 

a uthOl'ity of a. sCl'iptul'f\1 mll.od:\t" and thus excuse our inaction. 

l{l~w:fT~ il'l no deuht !~ ~ind of te:;timony, but it is blind faith 

, lone ~hat can give i~ precedence ove\' pel'ception or reason, It is 
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no doubt necessary that we ought to have ro:lVtll'ence for onr . 

sUpElriors, for onl" elders, and fOI' what they dictate t.o us. A due 

regard for antiquity, "!lio Bnrke, iR a nece.siny cau'e of fI. due 

solicitude for posterity. We ilhould not, at the same' time, 

forget that the old times weL'e not ('eally old ; the world was 

then fresh and young; it is Lhe modern times that are really 

old with nil the wisdom and experience of f),ge on their hack. 

Revere the voice of tbe old script.ural eomm"nta.t,orR, but not 

when it conflicts with the voice of Rea~on, the voice of God 

from witLin. We a.rll all Inll.nifEda.tions of the Brahma nnd tbe 
Bmbma resides within us; He sits enth roned ill onr con cience 

and let not Hi voice be drowned amid the dialectic of ~ubtle 

debates. Learn self-reliance; it will help you iIi many wa.y!!. In 

obeying the call of Reason, the voice of your conscience, remember 

tbat you are only lii"lening to the commandments of tho Supreme 

Being. 

There is an eqllal danger on the otbel' luwd against which 

we cannot sufficiently be 011 uur gUArd. Do not let youl' self

reliance degenerate into Jicellse; let not any eJ(a ggel'R ted .notion 

of self-sufficiency make u d pot,ic dogml tists , Impati,mce of 

ho tile criticism is only an iudica.t.ion of flU unphilosopbice 

mind. Restrair. your feeling. nml your emotions, your 

sen~es and your nppetite. egl ct of elf-control and 
ne~lect of discipline often landed our Imcient preceptors and 

heroes into license. TIle nncient forms of inferior sonsllip, of 

polyandry and polygamy were types of this license and we 

need not acquiesce in them 01' eek to l'evive t.hem. .Te must 

recognise the Divine element in our being and subordin'lte to • it the brute in our body. Self-restraint will give you II. tower 

of strength which you would do well to con erve for its right 

use at the critical moment. 
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The recognitioIl of the Divine spark in our being will help 

U!I again to culth'll.te self-reverence, Knowledge of our ultimate 

destipy, of the Eternal and the Immutable Entity from whom 

we have all emanated and towal'd~ whom we 1~1J converge will 

acql1aint us with the acredness of the cluJ.\'g committed to 

\1 . Due recognition of this sanctity of our mis ion will porify 

the national chlll'acter and j ust.ify the self·reverence we ought 

to feel for OUT' participation in the Supreme Being. The 

development of sound cbal'3 cter is evon mOl'e impol'tant than 

the development. of reason and of the intellect. Without a 

Dlol'nl bll.ckbone the Greek and the Romll.n civilisation could not 

long endure, Pericles and Plato, Aristotle an(l Alexander were 

tower ' of strength in . the politicnl and the intellectual arena; 

but Greece lacked 1\ moral staminA. under' the Sell1cides which 

ha tened her downfall. imilarly, at R ome, CreS&.r and Cicero 

were intellectual gilmts, but the licen, e which prevailed under 

nr8c811a and Caligula Realed the fate of the Roman Empire be·. 

yond redemption . With the development of CIlt' moral fRculties 

it will bo easy for llS to R.ppreciate the luxury of doing good to 

others. Self-sncl'ifi0e und self·ef:l'ac ment. will then seem noblor 

• than self·indulgence and self·,,,dvancement, These then are the 

three" R.'s" of moral cllltlll'e- elf· reliance, Self-restl'R.int and 

elf-reverence-lYhich 1 commend to your attention, They 

are no less impol'tAnt than the othel' three" R.'s" of intellt>ctual 

culture with which ,ve I\l'e all fn.miliar, Above all, the prime 

need of our country is the culture of our sense of justice, 

MRn has no inherent snperiority ovel' woman, and they are 

both entitled to their just rights, We lire all children of God 

and must not Rpurn the depressed cll\.'.!~ for the accident 

of their humble birth, Our 8I\cred song chants in our 

earl!l-
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.. All this Universe is Brahma 

All that live and move and die, 
Born in Him, in Him subsiding, 

EUlling in that Being High." 

The Divine voice thus inculcA.t,es the doctrine of Univer 11.1 

Brotherhood which forms a watchlvord of this Cqnference. As 

you love the glOl'ious antiquity of India, give )'our de cendA.llts 

a just cause to love YOll. If we A.re proud of Oul' past let 

us act in such a OI!l.nller that Lhe future may be proud of liS. If 

;we thus conducL ou\'sel ves II.S l'ltti'mal beings we shall have dis

charged our mission and will be giving Ollr succe'sol's ber'eR ftor 

when referr'ing to the prel ent times the satisfaction of repeating 

with the Roman hero-

"Then none was fol' a party j 
Then all were fot' tho state j 

Then the great man helped the pOOl' j 

And the poor man lo,'ed the great j 

Then lands were fairly portioned j 
Then spoils were fairly sold j 

The Romans wOI'e like brothers 
In the brave days of old ." 

Ladips Rnd Gentlemen, I welcom you Again and ask your • 

sage advice on the points T'afol'l'ed to by me. 



• THE ALL-lloiA TEMPERAICE CUIFERE.CE. 

PHESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

BY 

BABU NORENDRO N ATH SEN , 
Eclit01' c1 The" Indian Mir?'or," 

---....... --
Ln.dieR n.nd Gentlemen,- This is the Fourth A Il-Indij\ 

Temperance Conference, n.ll0 I think, 1 may SIIy witliollt any 

exnggemtion, ih, t, it mll.rks :\fl impol'tn.nt n.ovn.nce in the n. ,tivi 

ti s of the Temperance wOI'kor'1'o1 in this countr'y, LMt yen.r, about 

this time, the Oonference met in }dc:uttl~ undel' th shaoow of 

an I'verwheluling grief in eons qu nrA of the death of that gr at 

apostle of the Temp !'",nce CA-nlle II.nd sincel'e n.n(1 IH'oent lover of 

In~iR-the Right Hon , '"rouel mith - II, den,th, which was all 

the sA.t\om', bf'CIlI1~e of its trn.gic 8uodennes8, happening only 

two hours b for thflt v!>nel 'A hIe figure, 1)0flRecmted to the cause 

4)f I;lltf,lI'ing humnnity, WilA to mll.ke its A,ppeal'n.n(;e on the Oon

f renee phl.tform, AIRR! thn.t we shllll hn.ve only to r'ecall the 

memOl'y of hi" hn.llow rl lIf1m wher his inspiriw, words should 

hn.ve on E< more ponred upon 111' so l111';, 

k'toies n.no Gent! men,- I am 0 ply gr'l1teful to YOll for the 

honor you hA.v oone nle by calling me to the Pl'esidential chair 

of this Oonrel'elloe-A ll honol' which I attr'ibute to yOUl' kinoness 

rather thnn t.() nny merit,s of my own, I feel thll.t this great 

honor might hR.ve b en more s lIitR.hly be toweri up n anyone of 

the mnny weIT,thy wOl'kel: pt'e, nt hore, who hf.l.vo oone yeoma.n 

serv;te to t,he CIlI1!\e of Templ'lrnnce hoth in this countl'y anrl in 
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England. I feel my unworthiness the more when I think that, 

of the past tLl'ee 'onfel' nces, the fir ·t was pI'esided over by our 

late vater'an leader-the Right Hon, Samuel Smith-add the 

~thers hy such distinguished pioneers of the Temperance'move

ment as ir Bhalkr-isbna Ohandra, and th9 Hon, Mi'. Gokhale. 

Sillce, howevel', you have called me to this dnty, J must not 

demur. I can assure YOIl, lA.dies !tud- gentlemen, that, however 

pOOl' my worth, I yield to none in this assembly in myapprecia

tion of tIle good work which the Temperance moveRlent bas been 

doing in eve!'y part of the glob. Some of you may be aware 

that I repl'e eut a journal- the Indian i1I irl'o)'- which hilS been 

advocating th Temperance <';lI.nse for ne~\I'ly hll.lf-a-centuI'Y. 

The late BII.bu Keshnb Ohunder en, who WM! connectf'd with 

that journal for mA.ny yeal's, \Va the first Indilln to lift his voice 

in England on b half of the movement which has no v .,,st.lblish

ed itself so powel'fully in this country. His In'othel', the late 

Babu Krishna Bahad en, M,A" who also had a long connection 

with the Mirr01', WtlS A. membe!.' of the Bengnl Temperance C~m

mis ion of 1883, I think, 1.hel'efol'e, Il\.d ies A.nrl gentlemen, that 
( 

I may claim a fA.ruily iutel'est in the Tempel'R.nce movement. 

Ladi s a.ncl Gentlemen, 1 come hom A. ProvincE' which ha 

distingul hed itself as one of the most active centre. of the 

Tempet'an~ pl'oFagand,~ , The OalcuttA. Tornpemnce Federation, 

which has proved itself a might.y power for gooel , counts IImong 

it workers mHny earnest, self-sncrificing philanthrl)pists. Suc~ 

men 8 Dr. Hal'old Maun, Mr. E. A. a()o~win, the R!:>v. Mr: 

Herbert Anderson, and fl'. B. R. B'lXher, who have devoted 

themselves heart and oul to the cau e of temperance and put'ity, 

ha.ve laid the people of Bengal under a debt of obligation, which 

it is beyo~d their power te repny. From such R Province, I have 

come to a.nother, which, too, through that excellent organisation 
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-the Bombay Temperance Council-has ml\dll II great name for 

its Temperance activitie!'. 
n is in the fitness of things, ladi and gentlemen, thAt this 

Confei'ence should be held in 11 Presidency, wh re, on IIcconnt 

of low tax>\tion II.nd of the pl'evalElnce of th District Monopoly 

system, intemper nce hils 8.SS1l1118U colossal proportions. Bombay 

stands first in the list of .Qonr;umel's of n.lco11ol; 11.1 (1 it is strAnge

that thi ancient historic oity, \~hel'e we fire met to·on.y, is 

one of the strongholds of intempel'!\llOe, We knolV how strenu

ou Iy has that great reFormer- ri o.n!ti\mchn.l'YO' of Dwnt'kl~

labonred in this city to cure several cMtes of th vice of intern· 
pel'i\noe. It is well t.hat the Bombay ProvinciAl Temptlf'llnce 

Conference shn'lld h ve held it" III t e ion in this city, on the 
30th of MarcIl of thi~ year', unclel' the pl'esiderocy of 8\1ch:\ 

distingui l1eo Temp l'ance worker' liS Dr. ostling. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, of all the gllthel'ings which will hn.ve 
been held at urat during this Christma week, none, to my 

m!nd, is fraught with such importance lUI this gl1 l.h ring of the
Temperance \VOl'kerA, bec u e the Tl: lDperl.lnce movem nt is not 

only ~ fight. again t vice, pauperism lIuI1 misery, but an effort 

• townl'ds a highel' OIJl.nhood, a noblet, civilisation. I attnl'h 

the grelttest importance to this rnoveloellt, bec(l.u ' e it enoeavours 
to make Il good and fficient oitizens- becA,lIse it solves in a 
milliner the problem of exist nc - beclln e it f1.ffords !I. pll\tform 

on which all nationalities l'l\n unite for their common welfare 
-btlcfl.u e it is the tt'ong lit li k ill tbe chA.in thl\t binds 

IndiA. to Engl 'lnd. H, R. H, the Prince of Wales l19 s Mid that 

sympathy is the key·notll of British rule in India; I\nd Mr, John 

Morley has also given ex pres ion to the same sentiment. British 

sympathy has ever been strikiugly displayed with all movements 

ter.ding to the social and moral elevation of the ppople. English-
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men and Engli hwolOen come to India A.t great sncrifice to th~m
selves on the sacI'ed mission of Tempera.nce. The names of such 

great pioneeL's of the movement I\S the late MI' . W. S .• ()aine, 

the late Right H on. SKm uel Smith, MI' . H el'bert R oberts, Lord 

R adstock , MI'. Willi3.m J Oll €'S, M.P., Mr. KelT, LOI'd Kinna.ird, 

a nd others will evel' be remembered ii' J neliA, with feelings of 

t he deepest gm,t itude. The Tenl pcmnce movement A.dmits of no 

politicA l or ectal'ilUl d itf6t'erH:t'H- it "tanns 0\1 t.he bl'Ofld basis of 

U niv 1'SlIl .Brothel·booel- alld it ohjtlct i ~ the redemption of 

those of our unfortunate fellow-heings, who have f>l,lI en ft'om 

temptlltion to sin anti fl 'om "in to miser·y. I CA.nnot in this 

connection speflk in s ufficient tenus of prai;;e of t he immellse good 

wbich the vm·iol18 CIIt'iRt,ian Mi SiOIlA.f'Y bodies ' 111 e eloing in this 

countt·y in the elit'ection of the RociA.l >tn(\ mOI'al improvement of 

the people. Obset'ved hom a\l poillts of view, the 'rempel'll. lIee 

movement, t,o my mind, is of tho greatest impor·t'Ll1ce to India 

and the Ineli>l t~ S. 

LA,die.., lI.nel GfJ ntlemell, we lIle t tlois yeftl' unoet' 

the most h<tppy :llIspici's, fO I' i t h i\..~ been r.L ye,u' of iuked 

ad vance r n the wOl·k of the Tell! p 1':111 ;: movement. It 
WIIS on t he 7th of epbember 1905, that tire Govemrnent of · 
India IIproillt,ed n. Committe41 to t'xflilline tlltl excisl':l admi llistl'a

tion of tIle Cllnntt'Y, 'fhe l' port of the Excithl Committee WaR 

submitted to Govel'n uhmt "n t lr to> 4th July 1906, but '~ IlS not 

puhlished ti ll Decemuer.l906, and :\ f;e t'i,'s of l'esolutions there

on Ilppeared between Mny ;lnd August of this yell I'. 'fhe Excise 

Committef', R, you :\1'e Il.Wfl.ro, "'liS nppoillteel to rlevise m.'aSUI'es 

for the stabli hment of IlnifOl'mity ill the excise administl'lltion 

of India . The scope of the inquit·y was certninly noi. wide 

euough, for .what the 'fem[Jel'ance refo l'me l's wanted, wa tha t 

there hould be a systematic investigation of the causes of in-
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Cl'ell. ed intemperance, together with the formulation of tlefinite 

mea:~ure8 for the mitig!.\tion of the evil. Even so, the Tt!lDpera/lce 
work~'8 I' joiced t.hAt 80m of Lha 1'e ommen(1I\tion of the Excise 

C nlOli'tte w r of cO\lSlic:l rn,ble Vo.llle, amI they hoped that efft!('t 

would be givell to thorn by t,he Governmellt of IndiA. It has 

been fI ma.ttel' of gr R.t. dillappointmant to us that the e ~'ecom

mendations, though fallillg \' ry shol,t of the publi demll.nds, 

have not be n liccepted in theil' enth' ty by t,b Jmp riul Govern
ment, It WA with f\ view to rapre. nting the case fully to the 

authorities in HnglRnd thR.t a deputlttion l't'pl'esenting the Anglo

Indinn l'empemnce AssociR.tion, hended by Lord Kinnaird, 

waited on 111-, Morl y at the Innia Office on the 1st of August 
last, Tho deputation pressed fo r It fUl,thel' inqlliry by a Com

mit.t~e composed of officials and repl'esentlttive non-officials, to 
go into the whole questiun of the indian Excise and to impose 

further' measures of I'e tr'iction on the consumption of intoxicltnts, 

Mr, Morley wa, symp. tbetie, as he nlwtlys is, and he went 

80 CaT' even a8 to admit that the ddnking hR.bits of the p30ple 
wel:e on the increAse, that the drink ,tl'Rffic in India WitS a "new, 

dil'e alrd dditional ph\gue," and that there wa a Case for 

futting clown the abnormal gL'o wt,h of the evil. He remarked: 
" It IVa shocking to think that while we were fill.tterillg our

sE'lve that we wel'e spreading We tern civilisation ~o the &st, 
we were prell.ding what was one of the main causes of the 

ruin of much of the social work done in the W £Ost, From 

these remllrk, it might be supposed that ML', Modey readily 

fell in with the suggestions of the deputation, but it was not so. ' 

The words of sympathy were the words of Mr, Morley, and not of 
the Secretary of tate. With all that, ladies and gentlemen, we 

must confess that we ha.ve scored a ~ictory-a great moral l'ictory 

-for we ha.ve conclusively proved the need of effective action. 
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I do not propo e to go into a detailed examination of the 

Excise UCIlHnittee'lS report, nor of ~he mensures and methods of 

~xci e administration in this country, But thel'e are OIle or 

t\VO point, which iL is necessal'y to allude to in this gl'eat ghther

ing of Temperance wOI'kel't;, It is an indisputable fllct that 

what is known as tb e auction system bM been the cause of an 

incl'elt.Se in the general con. urnption of I>pirituous drinks. We 

wallt to ha,ve this system abolish~rl, OUt' se{lond demand is that 

the power of licensing should be withdrawn froro the Revenne 

authorities, We next ask thrtt what is known as the system 

()f local opticn should be rigidl y enful'"ed, and that effective 

safeguards should be pI'escr'iberl l'gll.i nr;t juvenile drinking_ 

I do not think th'l.t our demnnds a re either unreason

able Ot' excessive, "A Govel'Dmr~llt sb':)Illd legislate," 

snirl Mr, Gladstone, "ns to m:.ke it easy to do right and 

difficult to do wrong," We hope to see this wise maxim of the 

greatest Liberal of England c'IHio(l ill pI'actice by his faithful 

disC"iple who presides ovel' the fOl'tun~s of J ndia to-day, The 

Governmeut of Indi>L hH.ve declared E-xplicitly that I'their 

settled policy is to minimise temptation to tho '8 who ~o not 

drink, and to di scouf,age exceiSS among 1,h08e who do," They . 

have flll,ther laid down that" fiscal considerations in connection' 

with the liquor traffic nrtl impol'tact, no~ as an end in them elves, 

but simply becau 'e** the most effecti V8 method of forwarding 

the policy of Govemment in regard to consumption, is to make 

the tax upon liquor as high as it is possibl e to I'aise it, without 

stimulating illicit production 00 a degl'ee which would increase, 

instead of ' diminishing, the ootal consumption, and without 

driving people to R~lb titute deletel'iotls ryl'llgS for alcehol Ot' a 

more fOl ' Q. ~ess harmful form of liquor," Well, ladies and 

gentlemen, we take our st,aed on this declaration. We ask 
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Government nothin a lUore than that they should faithfully 

follow the p 1iey wllicll til y nave laid down. 

But though Government have not been able to overlook the 

nSCJtl cbnsid rations Illtogeth r, inflsmuch as they rigidly adhere 

to the rl.uctioo ami ot,her sy~t, In>:, whi~h 01\0 be justified on the 

ground of bringing mOl'e revenne vnly, we mu t give them due 

credit, by aoknowl dgio, thl\. ' th it' attitllde has, 00 the whole, 

b en one of Sy lllpathy tOWI\l'r1S the Temp' mnce movement, The 

appointment of the Es 'i ' mmitt e, coupled with tha conces-

ion ' which 0\' l'nlO f'nt hl\.ve promilled to mnke, would seem to 

show ~hat had th revenlle qnest.ion not stood in the WRY, Govern

!Dent would ha ve Rtl'llCk 1\ de~tl'u ct,iv blow at the liquor tl'affic 

in India., A overnm eot like Lite British overument cannot 

be snppo, ed to be inimic:\1 to the social and mora1 interests of 

its ubjHCts in India, Hl\ving l' gfl.l'rl to the r esult !lchiev d, r 
hav,Jl no doubt, YOIl will fI"l' e with me in thinking thl\t we have 
m df' n grell.t Ilr!vance ir, OUI' WOl'k, 

Ladies a ud ElIItl men, I h en r it often t'emnl'k d by some of 

my countrymen-and YOll h a[' it too- t.hltt t,he menr!icf1.nt policy 

of th old Inai n 1 Ildel's hR.f! done no goor! to tlle country, nnd 

.that, if we are to .lUcceal! in an vf 0111' natiuna.1 en(le:woul'S, we 

must take up a fighting l\ttitude, r am unable to accept this 

propoflition, and ,bho, who hr,v wntch d t he rspiil growth of 

the Temperance movement :>0 the lin '8 of constitutionalism and 

moderation, will, J feel S\1 I'e, slty with one voice that the 

PI'OPO itiol! i rnc1il'.lllly wrong, As a body of non-aggressive, 

peaceful wOl'ker~, the l't;mperance r fOl'mel's have achieved 

victories which Rl'e, in every r spect, more renowned than ~ose 

obtained by political combatant in l\ny country, There is no 

part of the globe where the Teu1perance Mi ' ional'Y has not 

made his inflnence felt, In England, the drink evil has 
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received :t decided set-back through the efforts of the Tem

perltnce propaga\lda. We heRI' of 1\ vast Temperance organisa

tion even in Rus. ia, where the liquor traffic is lIolely 

controlled by t,he GO\'t'l'nment and form. the bulk of its' reve

nue. We c., nnot sn.)' that drink, in some form or othel', was 
unknown in India before the BI'itish came to the country, but 

it goe without sn.ying thflt the Indians in the olden days were 

a proverbiAlly sobel' and abstemious llation. Drinking is in

t.erdicted in the stronge t term by Hinduism, Buc.dhism, 

1 hm, and many oLher religions of Indin . The evil struck its 

root. in India. in the middle of the la t century, as an outcome 

of the fMlse fl~peet of Engli llh civiliRation, wllieh was promi

nently held up before the Indians (If those daY8. J n the Pro· 

vince from which 1 come, the evil lit ono time grew to what 
I may call the most nlRrming proportionR. In the dAYS that I 

speRk of, drinking WI1 the prevailing fl1 hion Among the edu

cated Benga.lis. The first Tem pet'ance luovement that was 

started in BengAl \Vi) S the Bengal Tempemnce Associa.tion, the 

founder of which \Vns the lote Babu Pell)'y Chul'll Sirc:\!'. The 

A ociRtiun had 1\ monthly ol'gall cn.l led the Well 'Wisher 
and it memol'ialised Government time and again to appoint a 
Committee to investigate the dri nk problem. The campaign · 
was taken up with whole-hell.rted z a.1 by the Brabmo omaj 

under the leadership or' Babu K shub Chunder Sen. Band 

of Hope were established, trn.cts, joul'Df\ls and pamphlets publi

shed, and lecture incessantly delivered by t,he Bl'I\hmo Mi. ionn

ries to produce a. whoh:some horror in the mind of the rising 

gene tion against th~ vice of drink. When Ke hub Chundel, 

Sen vi iliad Englaud, he pared no efforts to convince tbe British 

public of the immen 8 harm that the Government policy in rela

tion to the liquor traffic was doing in India. It was on account 

, 
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of .his powerful ad\'0<'8cy thAt the Government of 1 ndiA <'aused 
an inquiry to be madA irlto the working of i\;g liquor polic),. Hi 
was ·then that Lore\ NOl 'thbl'Ook, ag:linst the wisheR of his 

financial advisers, re'vrlled 1\11 enlphatic decision "t.hat the 

number of IiqU01' shops sbould be t· duced ~o the utmost 

degree compatible with the n:qu irernents of the neighbour

bood." In tbe revision of the BengA.l Excise ystem, COil eque.t 
on th!' e disclissions, several Rtep ir; advl1n e were taken as 

Elmhodied io A t 11. of 1 76. 'rhe Brahmo omaj fought the 

tempemnce battle vtllitmtly through a long sede of year. }labu 

Krishlll B lllll'i en, th brothel' vf Keshub, wa" a. member of 

the Commission that wa appointed by the overnment of Sir 

Rivers l.'homp on, 'fhe most valullble conc ion resulting from 

the Commi. ion wa the declaration made by the Government of 

BengA I, about 21 y (', "go, th t " no con 'id l·R.tions of ('evtonue 
can be allowed to outweigh the pllrlunount (luty of Gov!'rnment 

to pl'event the spr ad of intemper'tnce, so fllr as it may he POI'l i

hIe to do so." The good wOI 'k of the BrR.hmo omR.j has borne 

its fruit. Although the Govet'nment policy hR s not materially 

changed, the tendency among the ed\lcA.ted Bengll.lis to " follow 
.the fas~;(olt," liR.s ('eceived fin effective oheck. l.'he nrinking 

habit hRs pill'ceptibly declined among the ducated Bengalis, 

but, I am s,)rry to lIy, tha.t it hIlS, on the other hR.nd, made 

consirlerable progrc among the Illiterate labouring classes, 
espacil\lly those employed in mills, f· ctol'ies, collieties And tea 

plantations. I regr t very much that the B!'ahmo Somaj, in 

recent years, hA.s relaxed its TemperA.nc·s Activities. 

Tho history of Bengal, I fancy, is more or 1888 the his
tory of every other part of India. The demon of drink is 

to be reckoned with now-a-days 

educated 1!1.8 the ignorant classes. 

not so much among the 
The Temperance workers 

7 
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and the Government alike recognise that the evil is incr·easi~g. 

In 1874, the lImotlKlL of revenue drA.wn from liquoI' in Inoia 

was '£2,755,000, l\r.d ill 1906-7 it bR.d come up to .£6,510~000. 

The' figure. show tLA.L in the place of one there at:'e' now 

tbr'oe habitual orinke" s in Inoia. However, we havo no cause 

to despai,·. The TemperAnce movement is doing morc good 

than IIppeRrS on tbe s lu·fll.ee. The Anglo- lndian Temperance 

AssociRtion , whleh WRS fonnned by the late Mr. Caine in 1868, 

to obtain l'eforms in the excise policy Rnd Rdmiuistmtion of 

Guvernment, llRS !lOW neRd y three hundr'ed brftnches in India 

affi liated to it. We hlwe in BeogR.1 an excellent orga nisation, 

called the Calcutta Temperance F~deJ'Rtion, founded ill 1904, 

and there is II. similal' o"galliSlltion in Bomhay, c>llled t he 

B vmba.y Temperance Council. The two temperanee jourl1als

the Abku1'i in London, eoit,eo by Mr. Frederick Gmbb, and the 

Indian l'emperance ReCO'rd ill Cal ~ lItt.t, edi ted by MI'. E. A. 

Goodwin, which III'e powerfnl OI'gftllS of t.ne Temperance c,wse

des "ve pl'ominent noti ce. What g;)oci t he VA.rious Tempemll.ce 

Societies Il.l'e ooing ill J ntlia, will be j udgeo frolll t he f>lc~ that 

the Army Temp61'1lnce Associo.t.ion, of which our presellt Com

mandel'-in-Chief, LOl'o Kitchensr, is II !It.'\un('h support I ', hll.S. 

over 26,000 membel's on it~ roll , tbe rei ul t being, thSlt there hilS 

be n I\. s t.elllly oee"Pllse of intelllperll.nca A.mong t he BL'itiFl!t 

soldiers ill Inclin. The Women's Ohr'istiRn Temperllllce Union, 

the Impel'lltl Ol'oel' of Good l'empl:us .Rno othel' ol'gltJ\i, l\.tions, 

with whieh I~l'e nssocil1.t.ed tbouAAnns of 6Ilrnest Chri t.il1.n men 

and women, are also doing c~ nsidel'able good. Among the purely 

Indian organi. A.tions taking an I\cti \'e int,}rest in the que tion, 

are t.he T ndifln ocil1.1 Confer ence, the Kl1.yMthll Conference of 

B hal', the ~l'ya Somllj and the Deva Somaj of the Punjl\b, and 

also the Brahmo Somflj. although, as I have already remarked. its 
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activities have greatly fltllen off a,s compared with the past. 

A'mong the great Temperance pione 1'8 who have paBsad away, the 

Dao of Mr. W. 'aine i ' one that will lili longest in the 

grateful m mory of the Iodin.1I people. It was MI'. Coine wllo, 

. fter two ,UCf) , 'si y viRits to Illdin. duriag which he instituted 

:u'el'ul illqllil'y iuto the liquor la ws of tho country, got 

MI', ,nmuel mith t<l move tIle following m r:1ol'>lble resolu

tion in the HOllse of Comrunlls 011 the 30th of April 18 6:

"Thftt, io the opinion of thi House, the fi enl system of the 

ov ('nment of rnrlia I nd ' Lo t,he stablish m ot of spirit dis

tillel'ies, liqn oL' n[ld opium shop in hu'ge numberer of places 

wh~('e till recently they nev I ' ex isted , in defil\llce of native 

opinion and th prote ts of the inhi\bitnnts; and that such 

inCl'eMed facilities for dl'inking pl'oduce A. stendily increasing 

<:ollsnmption lind preH.d m.is ry A.nrl l'uin among the industrial 

<:lllss~ ' in India, caJlinfl for ir¥medi.tte action on the part of 
the Govtll'nrnent of Indin with a view to their abatement." 

~r, nine him If, it mny be rnentionerl, econded this resolu

tion in a vigorvus fiP eell. Amollg other distinguished 

T mp ranee wOI'kers whom we hll.ve lost recently are the Rev . 

• Mr. Thomas Evan8, Mr. J ali Ohllrn Bauel'ji Hnd Mr. Ananda 

MohslD Bose. Howevel', it cheers llS to find in our midst our 

English brothel'S and isters, encolll' ging us by their pre ence 

to Cl\rry on tha sacred nlission which they have entl'usted to 

u for our own soci,tl find moral elevfltion, Mi s Agnes SIAcke, 

Miss Florence Balgn.rnie, Dl'. Rutherford, and Mr, R. Laidlaw 

re all towering personalities 011 tho English Tempel'3l'Jce 

platform, Lord Kinnn.ird, Mr, J. H . Wilson, M, p" Mr. 

Herbert Roberts, M, P., and Mr, William Jones, M, P., are 

among the other names with the Temperance movement, Such, 

lIlen and women constitute the salt of the race to which they 
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belong. long 88 there are such warm-hearted philanthropists 

and frieno!! of Illdill., we need hll.ve no mi~giving a'l to the 

relations between England nnd this country. 

I think our Provincial Associations deserve the full weed 

of prai e for their successful operations. There is evidence oi) 

every ide that tbe Temperance caU8e is winning. We hll.ve 

it on the authority of the esteemed Joint Secretllries of this 

Confel'ence- Sir ~bll.lr.bandra Krishna and Mr. D. D. Gilder

two nam s well-known in India-that the aboriginal tribe of 

the Oonds in the Oentrll.l Provinces have organised a movement. 

among themselveR for total abstinence. Through the efforts 

of Dr. Mann, no less than fiftecn grog shops have been closer! 

in Oalcutta, and the authorities have been prevailed upon t(} 

enforce a stricter observance of the law with reference to 
hours of closing. Dr. Mann has, indeed, nA nptly (ll . erved 

by a well-known publicist of O,,;lcutta, .. reali , ed the religion 

of citizenship." A Oommittee, compo. d ef officials II.ntl nOIl

official, is now sitting in OAlcutta to inquire into the conditio~s 

of the liquor traffic in the city. This is another result of thl't 

work of the Calcutta Temperance Federation. The Bombay 

Temperance Oouncil ha 1\1 0 been the means of closing many 

liquor shops in thll.t Presidency. These results 'would not, of 

cour e, h ve been pOAAibJe without t,he sympathetic help of 

Government. The Government II.ttiturle towarrls Temperance 

work cannot be other tha.n sympathetic when we Rfle the 

Governments of Madras and Bombn.y prohibiting the sale of 

intoxicants to juvenil~ under the age of fourteen, anti th& 

Directors of Public Instruction in the United Provinces, the 
Punjl\b and in Bombay prohibiting the use of cigars and 

cigarettes in fiChools. These &.re welcome signs. The Govern

ment, I may say, appreciates Tamperance endeavours, but is 
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UI"ablo to carry out excise ,'eform " fully as it mlly wish 

for fellI' of loss of revenue. 
• .A fter all is said, lanie Itlld gentlemen, the work of the 

Tempel'a.nce l'oformer must uontil1ue !;o be an up-liill work 

fOl' It long tirue yet to come, The drink curse hll.8 laid a firm 
bold 011 the countl'y, A pel'usal of the excise liternture will 

show that t,he consumption of fOl'eign spirits is incl'easing 

mnolJg t.he mindle cl.. es, which WAS n'lt the case btlfore, As 

r glU'd country spil'its, which, like fOl' ign spirit!!; :ue distilled, 

tho 'ev",'n.1 P.'ovioc 8tf~ud in the following ol'der IIccording 

to the qun.ntiti ' consumed: 1, Bombay; 2, the Central Pro
vinc~s; 3, il,d; 4, the nited Pl'ovinces; 5, Madl'lI.8; 6, 

Benglll; 7, th Pnnjllb; 8, t,he N Ol'th-W eEltbru Fl'onti l ' PI'O

viGC ; and 9, J!:astel'n Bengal ann As am, The Bombay Presi

denc)" which t)P the list, con urnes more th:l.n oue-third 

of the di tillel'Y liquor, and uI'l.l.t is the capital sinnel' in the 
whole of t,his Pr 'idency , Drinkillg, as you know, is 

s~rictly p,'ohibited among the follower&1 of Isla.m: a.nd 

that is appal'ently the l'el.l.80n why EasteI'll 'RenglLl, the bulk 
of whORe popult tion i;; J\{ahotnedan, is the mane t consumer 

• along with the North-WEll'tern Frontiel' Province, another 

Mahomednn PI'ovince, Nor~kba.li, in E!\!!tel'll Beog,tl, is the 

mOdt sobe,' distr'ict in all Tndit\ on I'.ccount of its large Maho
medan population, nnn it, ill II. pI'osperolls district on that 

Account. Baluchistlll1 is It vel'y POOl' consumer of alcohol for 

the Sl\tnfl reasoll, But, Il.S nmong the IIin<ins, 80 Ilmong t,he 

Mnhornedans, l'eligiou8 interdiction, notwithstanding, the POi8uD 
h>lS ronde its wuy, At one time Ean-de-Cologne was BOld 
largely in the Backel'gunj Distr'i<'t in El\8tern Behgal, and the 
duty 00 it, thel'efore, WItS enhnnced, It was fonnd that this 
""tide of pel'fumery, on accouut of its alcoholic 'properti-, 
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was userl I\S an intoxicant hy the Mahomedan populatio.n . 

The Tantl'ic system is re~ponsibl e fOI' the introdl1f!tion of the 

drinking habit among t he Hinduf'>. DrinkIng is pl'ohibit~d a ~ong 

the J ains and Vaishnflvllf\ who are tilt; most sobel' sects flmong 

the Hindus. Mongh),r, in Beha]', ~tllllds high in regard to the 

eonsumption of liquor, flnd tonny-drinking hils found the 

greatest vogue in Mlllh·aR. Among th e Bcnal'iR, eertA.in J'eligious 

rites proscribe drinking. There iF, :l. large consumption of beer 

by t.he In(Han p0puhtion , ei\pecinll y COl1ntl'.\' beer. Ther'e is 11> 

widespread beli ef thRt spirits :l.1·\" n. prophyIA.ctic, a nd, therefore, 

the consumption of li q llOl' IIn s heen UIlIIRI1Il11y h'\J'ge in those 

parts of IndiR which hR\'e been 1I.1.tflrkerl hy plAgue yell.!' Rfter 

yaar. On this subject, we hflye a noteworthy statement by the 

Hon'ble Mr. J. M. Douie, Finnlwinl Commissioner of the Punjab, 

to the effect that the phlgne h:1R been mo.'t, sever9 ann most 

pel'"istent in those very rlistric:tR in the Pnnjab where dr'inking 

habits alr'eady pl'evRil ed. He R~yS thnt " it will he fi n addition to 

the tale of evils which plRgue hAl'; hrollght in itR trRin, if .it 

leads to Any perm~nent in(,l'ense in (lrinking habits. " Fllmine, 

however, leads to diminution of con5<nmption. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I lmve Ii welt ~o far ch iefly on one • 

aspect only of intemperance-dt·i nk. But there lire other intoxi

I'.ants, such as ganjR, chHra~, opi~lm, coc-AinA, &c., which 9.re 

poisoning the Indinn populRtion to 110 smR.lI extent. GA.nja, 

including 009.1'8.8, is most prevRlent in the Punjab, thl'! U nited 

Pl'ovinces, Eastern BengRl, Beha.r n.n<1 CAlcutta . Bombay Also 

is II. consumer of this drug. ChftrAS is very prev:l.lent in the 

OentrnJ Provinces. In Mymensingh and DftcCII, in ERstern 

Bengal, ganjR. is consumed mostly by the manjis, thftt is, 

boatmen. The Naogaon Sub-Division in the Rajshahi District 

is the only tract in Bengal where ganja is grown, and the 
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drug lnn.nufaC'tureo within an area of 10 quare mile under 

,tiict I'mpt<rvision, It is a goo.1 policy that Governmellt 

doe , not a ll ow ga,nja to be gl'own ~ llylVhel'e else, The HeCip 

DI'Ug'iI Cumrni ' ion of] 'J7 founel th 'lt the Bengal system was 

the beRt, antI recommendeil its nooptiun by other Pl'ovince , 

B etween seve n IIno eight tilol1sltn.1 Ulaunos of gllnjR. I\re gl'own 

every yea r, The price of the ch' ug hfL~ gone up in consequence 

of an inC'I'f'll..'!e of the license f\,,(' nno duty- aud that is certainly 

Il mllt,tel' for cOIl"'mtu l",tion, ChM'As is pl'ep'tre,d in YarKllno in 

Centl' .. 1 AHifl , With r'egnrrl to opium , thfl !'ecent policy of Go

Vf'rnment hnll been most sntisflllltCII',I', J t WAS in the fitness of 

things t,hilt Englund hnving demor:l,liseo OhinR, should have come 

to ;:ftve hel' from rl " .. trul't.i eJ11, The opium ediet, el1flC' t('u by the 

Uhinese Govel'nment, 1111.,'1 hRd the effect of )'ed ucing the opium 

cultivation in Jn clin by onf'- tenth, The Cluflntities of opium dis

pO!<f'U of at the pel'iod ieal Rales hel(1 by Government" have shown a 

mnrked l'(',luction whith will ('ontinue fl 'om year to ),ell.l' for a 

pf' I'ind or ten ),l'aIH, artc,I' which till' opium tl'Affic will be given 

up, Tho luss of )'e \'enIl 8 therefl 'om will "mount to three crOl'es 

of rllpe!.'s , The opium policy of the llldi ~Ln Govel'Ul nt hM been 

• gl' atly muciifi,·cl in recellt ye.u' , alld Govemment will give full 

eftdct to its plllic)' in ten yeH )';;, The opium habit is gl'en.tly pre va

Itmt in AIiSI1Il1, M in HIHmA , The Heharis III'e strongly addicted 

t.o intoxienting drug!! nnel All ki ~ d s of excisable articl 8 genel'ldly. 

Cocllille i:i t,il e most "ecIHlt IIdrlition to the deletel'ious drugs p,'evl\

lent in Illdia, Y ou are Itwru'e thAt cocaine is der'iven from the coco 

plant growlI ill Pel'u in ollth America, Like alcohol, it is a 

pur ly Western vice introduced in IndiA , Cocaine, in its deadly 

effects, beats all other illtoxicating drugs put together, It holds 

out a stronger tempta.tion thAn C:rink, The immediate effect is 

a delightful feeling of langour; the ultimate effect is ruination 
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of mind, body a nd sonl. In EUI'ope and Amedca, the Ol'ug is 

usually tfLken by injec~ion, but the" pan supf~ri" is the IndiAn 

method of IlSsimilating tbe poison, CocA,ine was intr'oduc(},o in 

Oalcutta from Monghyl' (noL Bha.galpllT') in 1904, and it s{:lreRd 

to sncb an alarming extellt all o\'el' the cou ntry, within a short 

time, that Governmflnt fourHl it necesS/lI'y to pt'ohibit the sale of 

the dt'ug by /lny one other' I,lian a licenserl venilor. The d. 'ug 

has been b.'ought und er the optlmtivtl of the Excise la w, and, 

no rloubt, the I'estl'ictions placeil upon it.!.; imp(lt't.'1.t,ion ancl 

8[1.1e have checkerl fud,hel' gr'owt.h of the vice, It wa.,. cl .. im

ing it vict;ims by hunch'eds Ilmong tho juvenile populiltion, 

In 1904, Il shipment of cocnillt', wOl,th a lakh of l'upees, llI'l'ived 

in Clllcllttn, out th e Exc' ise Depnl'trnent forl',unately intel'ven e~l, 

with thH resul t tliut t,he shipm oflt, wJ.ieh W itS enough to poilion 

the whole ()f the populati .) 11 in Jnili>l, was sent back to 

Ellgla nd, Cocuille is It gooil thillg rOl' medica l PUI'poses, but 

produces the co ntl'Al 'y effect if tRkt'n AS II s t,imulant. These 

al'e the enemi u; whi ch the Tempel'nnc, ,, .'ofol'rne." ha.ve to fight 
10 [ndia , . 

L l\,dies >l nil gentlt' mon, in this Il cess:u 'ily \llIl'l'iec\ sketch 

of the Tempenlll r.e Dluve mellt, I II sed InRke only a, pnssillg • 

r efb.'ence to the rn o~t .'pcent exr.ise m ell, lIl'eS of the several 

Provi nciAl GO\'el'lllnents, Tuming fil'st to the Mltdl'lls Pre

sidency, 1 flln glan to p" able to SHY that the policy of the 

ProvinciRl GuverlJlll ent hilS been" to restl'ict the out,put of 

liquor by enhnnced t'lxRtion Ilnrl by clll't.ailment of the nurubet· 

of shops, As II l'!,,;nl \ the ('oOl'mmption of countl'Y spiribs in 

1905-06 fell ('if by over fiHy thousand gallons, as compll.'ed 

with the pl'ooeding ),e>l.1' , The Marh,lts Govel'nment hitS increlts-

ed the taxation on countl'y spit'its in cdl'tll.in di tricts, witb a 

'View t o preventing a.n inol'ense of consumption. Tbe qnestioll 
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of enh9.ncing the tre -tSlx ill ord r to check the toddy evil 

haS 9.1 , 0 receive.'i attention, The number of licen!<es illsued 

for t~e I\Je of fOl'eign liquor has be n l'e,iuced fro~ 808 to 

799, • The iucreas of excise revenue in 1905-06 was only 

1'7 pel' cent" due, it is said, to the high er l'entl\ls obtained 

fol' the shop! , d.. reg!u 'ds th B () mbflY Pl'e i,iency, we hear 

S\ difltin ,tly mOllrllful note n~gfll'rling the fillA,flCilll results of 

tho excise lid mini~ t,rl1. t, i (l n , 111 I,he pAges of the Annual 

R epe l't of thot ()epflltmellt f'll ' the P>lst ),eflr , It is distinctly 

1\d[Qi~t rl thRt one of the I'e>lsons fUI' the very s mAil ill c r a e of 

r evenlle i ~ the HllI'Anrl of the T en'pel'l\nce movement, On fact 

ta llcis out pl 'o minuntly ill the I'solutio n of the BombAY 00-

Vel'IlOlen t., R.ncl t,hi ~ is tho,t" "" 'l \' Il,, "l t of th e llLlct,ion system, 

l!hopkot' l'el's, wl ,o hllve pilid Iti g- iliy fo[, I,heir Rhops , use every 

e(l(le>lVOlll' to Iltt.I'>let, c llst,omel'll 'lIId ~tilTlu!.tt slI. lpf< of liquor, 

'fh rno~t ,lillco ul'R.g ing fentul 'e, fl'olll th e tellJp .I'ance point of 

view, i" 1\ slIl'lt;.,inert ill(;l'eaSe in 'on, ulIlpti on Ilmong the pl'imitive 

agr'iclIH,lIl'ists, slIch liS t he I3hils, Ho lld the I/l bolll 'ilig cl:1.Hses, The 

gr' IIt.e1' ,;enl:llld for 11;.l,0111' woulrt appeal' to h:tve occasioned a 

gl'l>lItl' l' l'if< ill W:lae~, the llltt.e l' learling, in turn , to greatel' con

~lllllpL i o!1 of wll flt is l'egRderl by tho ig no\'llnt clA sseS:ts the f,~shi-

IIl1 bl£l hevel'nge, The I'tWAlIlIe rl el'ived from the, ale of intoxicat

ing cil'ugB Appe/u's to hllve !'ise ll vel'y flppreciR.bly in the Bombay 

PI' irtency, The nC';Ollnts hom t he Pllnjab fll'e Jess SIltis

fRctory, The GoVel'llmcnt of the Province Announces a con

tinued gl'owtb of the exoise I'evenu ,Ilmounting in t,hree yeaI 

to 1\ rise of 8~ In.kbs of ['UP os, This gl'owth is a pparent in ever), 

clll, of r eceipt, Jt is I\ttributert to the stiwulus of plRgue 

I\no Lo "'en ('AI pl'C'sperity I\ncl high wnges, The l'epl liCement 

'Of out.~ti ll s by the clistillery system in certain districts, the 

l'ai 'ing of the duty on country ~pil'it in oth el' , and Rltemtions 
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in the duties on hemp drugs, are the leading featUl'es vf the 

excise administration of the United Provinces, The total 

receipts in the past yeal' amounted to Rs, 9,129 lakhs a' coowal'ed 

with Rs. 10,907 lakhs Lhe ye,u' pl'evious, the decline being mn.inl), 

attribubble to the falling off in the receipts from fOl'f<igll ~pirit, 

The Provincisd Government, hns had under its consideration somo 

important modifications of t,he loca l excise system, Tn the Centl'lll 

Provinces, the ch ief fentUl'e of the eKcise nilrniniRtration 

is nn enOT'rllOllS inCl'ellRe of the revenue fl'om country liquor, 

1'1,,, Local Adlllinistl'>ltion t.hinks" th:1t in rlllst l'i a l development 

('onnoting high wagos ,U1101lg th o hholll'ing cl"sses mlt flt 

infllllibly be f.('com pan ie(l by n grenter i:1,lulgence ill liquoT'," 

in spite of t,il e measures tftkell to incr'ens" dllty, to l'eilnce 

anll I'fJgnlate ,.;hops :1 nrl t·o improve the excise aclmillis

tmtion, Jt, is gmtifyillg to lell l'lI that, It l'ed!lction of Deady 25 

per ('ent, has bp.bn effect,ed in j,he "umbel' of l iquor Rhops in 

t.hol'<e Pl'ovinees, J n Bongill pl'oper the excise I'e l'enue of the 

post yen.r exceeded t.h:tt of the pl'eVi (l llS yeH.I' b,Y 7 ~ I ltkh ~, C0!ln

try spil'it And opiulll appenl' t.o hfll'" contl'ibuted to this incrcase, 

while thel'e WA~ n. cleeline 0f A bout h~ If 11 In kh in the I'ecoipts from 

gA.T1j 'I, MOl'e than one-foll l' Lio of thfl total rel'enue fr'orq, 

cOllntJ')' spirit, was coll ecte,i ill thtl tOWll of C,tlcutt.A., The 

inCl'ea~e of populHtion nnd t.he incl'(,u~e ,If \\,:lgE'f; 1I,1'e given as 

reA.sons for t.lle I'i~e of the ,ll'i n k tnl tlic i" the motropnl is, 

Thel'e wns at the same time n. lnrge incr-eARp. in the nllmber' 

of convict,ionR for cirunkenness in C,tlcllttA 'Inrt Rllburbs, Tbe 

full effect of the eont.rAct sYRtem of sup)Jly is heing cfI.refnl1y 

watchcrl hy the Excise authorities in Bengtll, and it , if' said 

thltt th e new I>ystern hRs checked drunkenlless in the distl'ict 

of Dal'jiling, Large reductions in the oultivR,tion of opium 

are in progress in Beha.r, The opium ha.bit which was for-
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mer.1 most prevlI.lent in RS8.TTI and Chittl1gong, nex t to 

Bu rml\, nppel\.J's to have Sp l' ad to Oris!'!\.. Calcuttl1, the 24-
PE'I·gt-.n, hs, Hughli, BohfL I' nnll Chota ngpur R.re the gl'ent'st 

cOnAU~'lrS of coun t'ly I'<pirit.. ' rh A llSC ~)f ganjR. is rno t 

prPI'nl nt ill the Dltcca Divi,.;ion nod :l lso m CIlJ r uttl1. The 

ml'n. ures tflken agnin8t t.he "1,1 end of t.he cor!lm e habit bl\ve 

been succl',sful in clll'cki n~ illicit suppli e" but it is said 

thllt I'E'r"OIlR who hllye ftcqllil'f''] I\. rle\,,'l'<pd t.n.ste for stich 

stimlllnnts ,up turning to 0 1111'1' liko stimulan t.. In the 

new Pr'OI'inre of E»st,el'lI Hell~,,1 Ill,,] A~f;"m l'Ountl')' Rpil'i ts, 

glu,jn Hilli opiuTTl '\I'e th > p,'i'wipnl SOUl'res of the ex

ci!'I' r evonlle, Tlr el'f\ II' ",.; un inrrelts of !IB per Nln t. in the 

ex('i ~I' I'l'roipts Ir .st yl'~I' , S,dl's 0f imported l iquor' h llve be£'n 

vpry I:ngply clirn ini ~ hpll in Enst,PI'n H,' ngnl by the waeleRhi 

rnovemfl lJt" Thfl opillm h:l.uit, wOl ll rl npJlel1 l' to be inCrE'I1 Aing in 

En$h~I'n Honp-al, espp::ifllly among th" ('nlt,i l'flting cla sses nnel the 

hill I ople , HUJ'm n i,.; n rOllsi"t,ent plrt'I'O ll of opinm, bllt t.here 

WII~ II murkpd nprrelll"e in I,h e 1'C' I' I'IIlItl rle l'ivPll fl'o m it lAst year , 

GR"jll, mor'phia nnrl tOClti l1 11 IL l'e Hlso ve ry IfIlleh in vogne in 

BUI'TIIA, linn th e l:1ttPI' p'"'ppcill ll y 1>1 BRin to have token 

'It I' 11 1 holJ on lite RlIl'II lpHP 111 Iwme diRtrirts. The 

Lieulentlnt,- Gol'Cl'nOl' hUR ord el'ed t.he publicntion of lenfiet,s 

in R Hngoon nnl l othel' phll' e!<, df"!<crii>ing the Ilannful effects 

of murphin, RO lUi to ill cluce Lhe people to Rbandon this 

most pprnieiom; hAbit, It lIIay ue menLioned t,hat the recent 

Exri e ommittee dill not incllld BurmA in t heir inve tiga

tiona. 

From thfl foregoing Hketch, Y(\ll will s e, lR.d ie and gentle 

men, IJolV stupendous i the work that lies before tbe Temper

ance refcrmer. Much-very much-hR.!! no douht been dORe 

in the past, a nd, indeed. it may be well said tbR.t but for 
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the Temperance movement, the country by this time would 

have been ruined by drunkenness, Dr'ink is the chief enemy 

we have to figh~ lI,gllinst, 1 do not thiflk that Gove~lment 

will hesitate fOl' a moment to accede to the (ternanos of 

the T omperftnce pat-ty, hnt tbHt fi8CA\ consideratiolls I'u..nd 

in the lV"y, Yet, time and a.gain, Oovp.rllmen t hrtve made 

valnftble concessions to t,he Temrprance callKe, may refer, 

in pA.rticuhu', to the Despnt.ch uf th e Recl'etary of tate to 

the Covel'll<llent of Tndia" d:lted tho 4t,h Febl'nAI'y 1890, whi ch 

ellllnciflteo foul' impol'tant lH'ili ciples, viz" (1) that the tllxR.tion 

of spir'itnous alld intoxicllting liquors anrl dl'u<Ys should be high, 

8.n(l in flomo rases as high AA it wa,~ possihle to enforce; (2) thRt 

the tl'affic ill liqll ol' a nn dt' ugs "honld be co lid Ilcte(l nndel' suit

}\ble l'egnhLtions fot' police Pllf'pf)Se!< ; (3) th:lt the numbet' of pltt.ces 

nt whi_clt liqllol ' or dl'ugs call he pili ehllFeo should he 'tricLly limit

eJ with l'f'g>ml Lo the cil'cnmslnnceR of each 10C''llity ; n.nd (4) that 

€Bort~ ",llonlr1 be m>lrle t.o fl ".1e l'!.,ri.n the pxi~tence of JOCl11 

public sentimellt, 11 1,0 th:lt, :I. l'p>lHo w\I,le :1.llIount of clefere.nce 

shoul.-I he pnio toO it wlwn :t~('e l't,n ilH' O , This Da8pfltch, which 

WitS th e ont'("om of i\1J-, Cuine's vigol'!!lIs agitation in Pal'lia

mant, is l'agH nled a the Magn'l Ch:II'tll of the Tem pel'1l llCIJ 

movement, LII(\ieH ... n(1 gentl emfon, I would d"H\\' YOlll' at,ten

tion in this cOl1l1er:tinn to the opinion ex presser! hy such II. 

high Iluthndty as Sir Fl,t'flerick L eI)" C,S,f., tate Chief 

Com mi. sion I' of t.he Ccntml p,'ovinces , H e F;t.ated ill a com

munic.1tinn to the Government of Inoia: "A bkat',i revenue, 

though it represent!;; the chief mellll!,; of l'ept'ession in the 

hands of the Government, yet bell.rs a stain upon it, 'rhe 

money couln be hettel' got in almo t :wy other way, There 

are I:u'ge tt,lI.cts of country where I'eduction nnd remissions 

of land revenue ann incren e of I,tboul'ers' wages only mean 



BABU NORENDRO NA'I'B SEN. 101) 

more expenditure in drink. Th l'e are large numbers of 

young m Il of the bet,ter cIa! who I\l'e 10 t to the !;ate lind 

their , fullIilies by Acquiring the habit. Numerous shop 

exist in frequented high rOIl(]s, neal' morket, nell I' mill. 

vpritable tl'llP ' to CI~tCIt tlte weftk, the tltil·"ty, the tired, at their 

mcst susceptible moments. It hould, in Illy opinion, be made a 

stRnrling order that All shops should gradually and considerately, 

but n~ 80011 flS it ill possible, be I' mov~d to not I S than half-a

mile from plRce of common resOI·t, snch lISi main thoroughfares, 

market,s, mills, doeks, vil1flgf ." There is another .pllssllge in thAt 

admirable document which will bear repetition: "I have never 

met 1\ notive, official or llnoflicial, intelligent or otherwise, wh!} 

doe not firmly h"lieve thllt Govemtnent fosters the traffic for 

the sake of revenue and would not willingly leL it go ." 

Ladie. and gentlem n, it may be hard to give up long

standing intere~t.[o;, but tltey can and I,ould be given up if they 

cia h with I'ighteou, ne~fO , I. do not believe that the abandonment 

of ~he excise revenlle will mean nny financial disastel' to t,he 

Indian Government, It mfly be possible to find other SOUl'ces of 

revenue 01' to balRnce the 10, s by pr'oportionate reduction of the-

dmitterlly too heavy expenditul'e of the Indian Administration. 

L'nger employment of the Indian A.gcncy in the admi llistl'l1tion of 

the couotl'Y is one or the mean!'! by whirh J ndin can be governed 

01\ economical line!!. I will just gil'e an instance to show that a 

ol'el'nment without any excise revenue can be more pl'ollperous 

than A Government that dra.ws "II its revenue from excise, On 
the 15th December 1904, there WitS introouced into the HOllse of 

Representative of Japan's Imperial Diet, a Bill prohibiting the 

u e of any and all kinds of liquor by young persons under twenty 

years of age, and al 0 prohibiting the sale of any kind of liquor t<> 
minors. The Bill was strongly supported and became the Jaw of 
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tho land. In 1900, 11 Bill cA.Jled "the Anti-Smoking Bill for 

Minol's" WII S pll.ssed by tl :e I mperial Diet to bave effdCt, f1'Otn' the 

lst. of April 1905. You cltn well uncierstltnd from these fa~s that 

Japan';; excise revenue is lU erely nomim1,1. On tile othe; hll.nd, 

from time iUllflemol'i:d th e grent!', t, in cG lIl e ill th E: Rll l>S iltll Elflpit'e 

bas been fr'o m t he l iq uor tilT.. But; can it he sH ici t h'lt physi

cally, mondly :l nci in tell ectuH l1 , RIl~si'l is Iwt t,et' than J:\,p" n 

to-day , or thn,L JHpan hAS h(>come POOl', ,,' Ilil e R.us~ i,~ hA IS be('.ome 

rich ? I do not, he li e"!', thal· ... frll '!' , t,hll.t, thC' ln rli RIt Govern 

ment Clmnot go on witho ut ill; t'x(' i;;e ' (' I ('lIue- It l'PI'prllle t.hat 

is cleArly ill -gotten t·e'·PllII P. 

L 'lcii es Hnrl gpntlplllt'll, " sulf' mn 11 1,,1 S'H' I'EHi I'p"ponsihili t y 

r ests with j~ngIHnd, in goverlling t hi" COl II ,tr'yon mOI'al nnd 

ri gh teolls line". J)l'Unk enm·s;; h",; Peen ,jes('J'ibeci as England's 

n AtiollHI f.; iu, hpl' Im t iollld ;;hnmc. The ciPlllol'll lisAtion of t he 

"rH1tiv(!l" l'aCPR govPl'nerl hy 1~llgl:1I1rl ha" 

proportions, Hn(l i t is timp thflt ElIghllld 

this t act. Of whll t use IS the pl'ell.chin g 

'lss um eci gigRntic 

should Itwuk", to 

of Chris tia nit,y . 1,0 

the" hp!lthC' IIH,",.;o long It}; Ulll'i ~t. i " nity is fls$;c)e ia t,cd in the 

" heath en" mill ,l with .!r' illk nnd dl'unken ll csF;? The lndian 

people lmve ,tciopte(l the Chl'i :.;tiflll hll bit of ci l'inking, lind iQ, 
thiR lie!! the (li ~g l·ac.e of the Clll 'iHt illll GoVel'llDlen t th a t rules 

Ove .. LlJe ul. Tlt e (hink tmtlit: baH beell .< a gl'iev,, \l s injury- a 

bUl'ning iniqllit,y" to t,he " native" l'lIees a ll Ol-el' the wOl'ld, 

and I may be pel'mitted to t ell my Mi ~ionl\l'y fr iends tha t 

this Drink Ull mon hfl s heen th e gl'PHteRt fO il t.o th El pl'ogl'eSS 

of Chri ,ti >l nity. The Mlloris of New Zealan d and the Indians 

of North Aruericl1 hllve h en ci egraded by the ac.Cllrsed fi.re

wate:- . They say that hec.au e of it they spit at the name 

of Chri tian . That is the case also wi~h the wild rnces of 

Australia, the fighting K affirs, the Hottentots, the West Coast 



OABU NORENDl~O NATH EN. III 

eg"oe, the ingblliese and the IIborigines of Ua.nada. An 

A ustndilln legislator' hils slIid: "Christinnity nud civilisation 

menn to tl,e 11>~tive gin li nd I'yphilis. For every native converted 

to CiI;'i !<tilll1ity 1\ hundl'ed H e mnrle dl'llnkards. By dr'i nk they 

m It bofo,'e liS like ~now befor'e the s un ." J o wonder it is said 

openly thllt Uh,·i.s t.inllity 811 d d"unkenness 111"0 sy nonymous terms. 

C hilla I"L~ bee n demor'nliseo wit h opium ,\nd India with ulcobol 

only for the snk of EngI9'ld 'fI r ev enue gr·eed. [n 1874, Mr. 

Jo~eph Cllomloer1:rin 8}Jefl king at Sh!'t1ielJ said : "If I had an 

encirant.t" 'Ii WlIlld, if I cO lll rl oe;;troy to-morrow tho desire for 

~trong ,l"illk ill tile people of ElIglal1rl - whnt chAnges should we 

see? We l<irolll r1 ~ce O UI ' I r.x!';; r"rl ll ceo by millions bteding a 

yell I'. W e ~ h oli id Hee our' gao l ~ a.lld wm·kholl ses enlpty.We should 

see mol' liv tR ,,11\"1'11 i" tWE'lve !':lont\o;; thl1l1 :-II'e consumed in a 

centu ry of bittel' 1111d r-;avllge war. W e sbo \l lo tr'llnsfigure and 

tmllsfo"m I he fu re of th whole ClJlI lltry. " Sin,i larly, we, the 

Templ' r'lll1te workers ill IIIOi >l, mny f'xclaim : "Jf we could but 

lII ~k o (JovE"'nllltmt g ive "I' it,;; g l'C'ed for' !'xcise r evenue, what 

cha llgcH sho llirl we soe? \Ve shou lrl see our tRxes reduc d by 

lukhs of I'upees a yenl" ; we ..,, 1' 01110 se", the pover'ty, rni ery and 

"ph)'sill\1 An d moml degen!::ration of the people . ·eruoved. We 

should see more li ve !:laved ill twelve month!'! thaD al'e ccnsumed 

by fa.mine I\nrl plltgue fOl ' ,t Reri et! of years. We should make 

lnoill I, ,,a lthy, wealthy, ha ppy Il,no ",if'e." 

Lact ips RP(l gelltl(\n,en, hAving once ndmitted that of all 

~OC'in l rerunll", Temperance I'eform is t,he rrlG t essential--tbe 

most. bpr.l'ficent, we must recogoif'o tire s upreme nec saity of 

orgA.ni!!tng 1\ strong force of public opinion, such as Government 

will nDt be able to withstand, for 11. 8ubstantinl modificl1.til)n of 

tbe rule of excise II.dministration. Public opinion, 8S our Eng

lish friends pre ent here know very well, has done wonder,,! in 
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England. I tatistic collect d a ~hOJ.·t time blV''' howen that t.h e re 

WI\.S an average expellditlll'e of £4-~s-6d on drink by el1('h mall , 

woman R.nd chil.! in t he niLed Killgdom . The drink ~'pell -, 
diture of the British nation nmounten to £250,000,000 I\. yellr. 

In twcnLy-five years, mor~ t,lIan fOll r milli0n" dl'llOk aud 

disorderly" cases were bl'oughL before th o EngliHh Ceurts, irre -

pective (,f the aid of the P"liee. S,) a larming was tbe '.lrink 

trnffie at one time Lbat Mr. Chllmbt:' l"iuin rem:H'ken R.t Birming

ham : "If we R.re silent, thc v ry stonE'S will CI'Y out." The Bri 

tish public did speak s'1Ol,tly n.fter-in a "vice that shook Pl\rlia

ment, They found that the evil Illy in vested interests-in power

ful monopoly, >l nd Lhey put fo r th 11.11 t heil' power t,o bl 'eak th e 

unholy confedel'Ucy. Mini stries han fR.voul'lJd t,he publicans, 

becam;e a. consid el'l1.lJlc pOI tion d the revenue WAS derived 

from t he drinki ng habit,s of the p<,oplE', orne 197 Peers, 

129 M, P .'s, 880 titled pCI'Ronag<'l'< ami-more shocking st,i ll 

upwal'ds of 1,000 Ch l'ilStian l'E'lil!ioUR llIillisters were found 

p cuninrily interested in thp mflilltoll:lnr-o of Lhe liquor t l'O.f\1C, 

Could national disgrflce I II~ve gonA fUl,ther '( Well , ladips alld 

gentl emen, public opinion hM tlll'n (1 the tide in EnglRnd, The 

signs of healthy nnd pl'Ogl'C, sive I' form are now vi ible in the 

English bltute-book, 'I'ompt','l\llce ondeavou l's hAve y i Id ed the 

most rl'uitfu l resul ts in :\11 ElIgli !I-spenking Wester'n countries. 

Local option is the law throughout CanA da., There are only 

foul' of the U nited tfltes ont of the forty -six which ha ve not 

eith I' PI'oltibition or Locp.! Option. unda), closing i practically 

the law throughout Arner'iea, 

lit' first duty, therefore, in India i, to crel\te I\. healthy 

public opinion in favour of Temperance, Government are as much 

conscious A8 our, elves of the fact that India is being debauched 

and demorali ed by the liquor traffic; w have only to bring our 
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irdiuence tobeal" upon them to Ill f\ke them :lct lip t.o tlJeil' convic

tion , GoverDlnent III've ,'",pentedly given us tLei,' USSlII'lI.nce 

that li.eir objet,t. is to minimise t~rnpt,ttion 1I1lt! to di courRge 

dr'inking habits; we D1U~t tl 'Y t.o Icel'p GoVel'llnl ellt to thllt line 

of policy. To my mimI , h.li l'$ IIlId gen tl E'rn en , 1I0t.hiug short of 

absolute prohi bit ion will S,l\' !' Ind iu f; 'om the driuk peril; 

nnd if prohibit.ion hlH" oee ll ~ lI cees~ fllJly adopted in pInt of 

Amel'lcfI, I do not see wh y it t'A.llnot oe iut,'odueed in India 

which ha., hi the,'to b"ell di ~ t il\l! " f", h e.1 as the most A. hstemious 

an ti Ro her country in the wo"'d. The IlIdi,\.I1 constitlltion is 

unRuited to internpl' l'a tl' li ving, oe(,lI. lI"e Il hlrge portion of the 

porulation are veget,arinns, I t h"s be!' n p"uved by the medical 

science even in BlIgltllHl th R,t I I di et without meat immensely 

uiminiHhes the c"llv ing for intoxi c!l.nls, Th strongest nnd 

Beete't of R nim RIs, such RS el epllfLnts, hO"ses, &c" are 

g"aOlin ivor ous, 

\\1 e hR ve to heR T' in mi IHi t he fnct that we have in 

I nrl'ia sOlli e fOl ,ty mill ions of people who do not get sufl-icient 

food to keep body anti sou l t.ogllthel' , [f drillk he allied to 

pover'ty, nothing on ear th will save [ndia f" om destrllction . 

r say, t.herefore, that total abstinence, and not me,'e temperance, 

is the panacefL for' India's evil. Let u~ have th~ ohjeo.:t in view. 

W n cannot, of course, gain nil we want in n day, For' the 

present, we shoull{ demand of Government the concessions they 

have promi ed liS from time t o time. Let Goverument fully 

carry out the principle of locnl option- let them make it plain to 

Revenue officia ls thR.t their' duty 8houl-:l be to restrict and 
not facilitate the consumption of liquor- let them liut a stop 

V> the sale of intoxicants to persons under 18 years of age

let them begin with these reforms, and they will be blessed 

by Providence. I am a believer, ladies and gentlemen, in the 
8 
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Bvitish sense of jllstice nod righteousness, 1 know thero a.re 

hundt'eds of British officials in Illdia who detest the liquor 

traffi.c, but, as officillls they al'e bound to see that tIle relenue 

doe ' not suffel'. r Rm confident; that, with the gl'owing influence 

of public opillion, Goverllmellt will fed compelled to reform the 

excise adUlinistraLioll, aoit will ther'ph), I'eforra thems'3lves, The 

outlook is hopeful. The COlllSel'vative Government was purely 

for electiolletll'ing purpo,es II friend of the publican; bllt tile 

LibOl'a l Gover'llme"t is not, The prescot PIIl'li a ruent has heen 

described ItS It Temperance P",l'!i,tmell t, There al'e no less tha.n 

38 W elsl> Mendlel's who have ..:onsecl';l,ted themselves to the 

Tempemnce call, 0 , besi,les mallY ot.lwl's who 'n'e SUppol'tel's and 

sympathi>'6rs of the Temperallce movement, 

But, ladi es and gentlemen, IlR the sltying in, legisl" tion can

not mR.ke R. people mOI',,1 ag'ainst theil" wish. Parliatnent aud 

Govel'nmcnt eR.n at bpst lwlp the peoplo ; the refol'm must come 

from withill. Mel'p repro'sinll i" 1I 0t "n idenl po1ic~' eith r in 

politic"l 0 1' in soci>1 1 govtll'nnwnt.. A pUl'ely rep l'eSllivo policy, 

in conne('tirJl1 with the exci~e 1I< lmilli,tl'lltion, ha<; this danger, 

that it may lell,d frOID olle intoxicllnt to >lnothel', Therefo['e, there 

mll!.'t he RYRtema:t.ic: instnlCtion of t.hp 1O~8se5, 50 as to kill the 

propensity fot' intempel'ance, Along with thi~, there sh'Juld be a 

pl'ovi ~ion of Cf) un t.el'-I\ttl'>tctionl', ;;uch AS innocent pR.Stimes, 

amuRements, etc" and, abo\'e a,l l, R.n awakening of the 

religious sentiment of the people, 1'he m~"Res should be made 

to reR.lisp, by means of Ipc t ul'~S , object-lessons, &r. " the serious 

evils resulting hom inoulg"nce in illtoxicl\,nts. EffOl,ts should 

be mR.de ",pecially to give such instruction ill our schools , 

as will impre!lS upon young, impressionable minds the bene- ' 

:ficent result of tempernte and good living, The WeStern 

world hilS made considera.ble progress in this respect, In 
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Oarlada, wi t h tbe exception of two Province, hygiene and 

scientific in truction on the efl'ec l;s of nlcohol are compulsory 

nbj~c~ in all schools. In Victol'ill. and South Australia, the 

teaching of tempel'a llce is reg ula rly ca.l'ri eo Ollt. In America., 

the teaching of pl!)'sioI0gici1.1 b,V<riene, with fl pecial reference to 

the eflecl;s of n.lc01)(,1 fln o e .hel' nflrcotic", hll.S been broug ht up 

to a ,'ery high sL,",dnrn , Ahout twenty-two million children 

a re recei\' ing t mpel'R nC'fI ill Rr,l'lIction in Al1Iel'i~a. Let the 

youth of th e cOll ntl'y he mane to u llrl e l'~ t,\nd t hRt their future 

i, bounn up with t his q uesti on, L,~t the ignol'allt lOas 'ss be 

made to rei.Jise t ha t in t&lOpel'llllC meal1 S diRea e, nestitution, 

demomliSf,t ion a no oeath , Lp,t OUl' ed ucfLt ed men read the 

stftti ,t ics uf the wodo to )' a li se the utter abomination of 

dl'ink , T hey will find thn.t intem p rltnce has caused 63 per 

cent, of the cl'ime, 75 pel' cent , of th e povel' t,y, seven-tenths of 

t he dis n.se and sixty t housand of t he ltonl1l\1 prematul'e deaths 

in one of t,he fO l'emosL Clll'isti'l n an I <:ivilised countries in the 

wol'ld- Engh. n,l. Thel'efm'e, O ll\dstone 8:tiri of dl'ink tha.t "it 

is a g l'e te r cUI':;e tha n W:ll', f"min e Iwd pestilence .::ombined". 

A bove a ll , fiR 1 have sa id, let the ('eligious 8entiment of the . 
people be H.wakened aglli nst the CUl'se of intempel'A,nce. Intem-

pemnce has been conde mned by u.Jl I'el igions in the world. 

" MadY;J,1n adeyum, (I.peyam ag?·aijhyam.", that is, "wine should 

neither be ofle/'ed no!' d l'llnk nor accspted", is the injunction of 

the Hindu Shll.Stras, " At the !~t it hiteth like a serpe'nt and 

stiogeth like an rtdd tol ''' , stl,id . olomon. The Christian religion 

fOl'bids intelllpel'IHlce, And so does I Il\m. Let the Missionaries of 

the diffet'ent faith cor,loins 1\11 t heir efforts and resources to 

drive t,his gl'el\t enemy of the human race-this "insidio~ 

poison," as il' Frederic Treve bl\S called it-out of existence. ' 

Ladies and gentl mell, I desire to advert to one point more? 



116 THE ALL-INDIA TEMPERANCE CONFERENCE. 

and this is the necessity of educating the Indian home OTI this 

question of temperance, as well as on other social problems. The 

greatest victory of the Temperance cause hall come frO?1 th e 

no!->Ie women of England and America, who have dedicate(j 

themselves to t.his sacr'3d mission, and some of whom we have 

the honour of meeting in this Conference to-day. Woman'" in 

fluence hl1R achieverj nlmoF>t unb@lievable results in tho fielcl of 

social reform in the Western world. How fervently we WiRP

that our lllnian women could follow the example of theil' Western 

Risters, That day will certainly come, although I may not be 

spared to witneRs the hAppy consnmmation . M eantime, 

let the educltti ng process go on both wi t hin Itnd without tho 
Indian home, She who I'ock" the cradle rul eR the world, Let 
the lndian mother be tAught to tnke hel' pnl't in the makir,g of 
the India.n nat,ion, 

LaclieR ond gentlemen, I hf1\'e Vl'l'y littl e more to 8:1 Y, ann I 
must thRnk you for th e pltti ence ",it,h which you have listened to 
me, I hl\ve grel\t hopE-s of th e futlll'e of t.he Temperllllce move
ment in Indin , The ~U('('I'S8 \\ l.iC'h hn s J,tt!:lJ rh'd the labom's of 
the post seemR to me t o bl-' a glmrantoe of the pl'ogl'eRs of Ule 
future. I lI~k you, one a.nd nil, ill the lIame of Inciia, to keep 
up the agita.t.ion in thi~ AltC l'tld cnURe, so th ltt, with the help of 
EnghtDo, you mfLy mnktl ]nc1il\ on~e mOre tile hllld of simplicity, 
purit,y Rn~ ~obl'iety, Hi::'tOl'Y tl'I1chel' Ui'; thRt the AAnctity oPO 
national life is t.he ('onditic" precl'dent to not.iona.! gl'elttness. Let 
redemption from the powel' Qf alcohol be till' ndlying cry of edu
cated India. of the twentieth century. May th e Almighty, in His 
infinite lovin g kindness, oppn the eyes of >\11 concerned to the 
dire harm which is being done by the Drink Demon in lndia
and may He so influence the hearts of Ollr rulers t.hat they may 
stay the hand of this arch-enemy of the I ndilln populll.tion . 
Believing Il.S I do in thtl mercy of Providence, I My-Erethren, 
Onward! Onward! Onward! Those of us who pass aWAY before 
the consummll.tion is attllined, will see the vic,.tory from the 
battlemen~ of heaven. I I\sk you, Mch of y('u, and all of you, 
to say:-

" Conquer we must, for out' cause it is just, 
And this be our motto, • In God will we trust ·." 


