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Ml'o President, Brother-Delegates, Laoi eH ano Gelltlomen,

J do Bot know I, ow to (hank you ano my countloym II at large 

for the great kindness \~hich you and they have shown to me. 

Itis impossibl e to give an adequate eXptOess ion to th'3 feeling of 

gmtituoe ano thankfuln ess th"t the wonoeroflll loeception accord

ed to me hnre, theroe, Ilnd cverywh etoe have evoked in meo Ever 

since my l'ettu'lI from my shorot 1I,lId en forced exile I have been 

the forotuni\t.e t'ecipi ellt of so many mu.nifestations of love and 

t Oeg~, tori from 1II~ 0 l"ountrylllen of all cla~se", that wor'ds eem to 

be too poc,.. >I vehicle to convey Illy feelings of gmtofulnoss to 

thelllo Evell if ] hRd :l. hundtOed lives to s:l.crifiee ill the tielovice 

• <,If my (OOllIItroy they cou l'l furnish but poor opportunities of ooiDg 

adequate justice to the hOlloul' Rno esteem, of which 1 have 

b en the recipient for tlHI IRst five weekso They have touched 

the oeepest cho tOil,i of my hefuot and have brightened my vision 

of thEl fuLul op of my cuuntrymeno The extl"ft.ordinary outburst 

of feeling foro inoiviouals which has found expression oudng the 

last tWI) yenrfo; tbroughout Lhe length aud h tOeadth of our coun

try is undouhtooly a stt"ikillg lind new spectacle 0 It cannot be 

l:)."\tisfac torily explRined by the pu blic s crovices of these men, as 

though ome of them have renneloed eminent services to t he 

counttoy, it cannot. be Slt.id of all, Rnd least of a\l of a hum ble 
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individual like Dly~elf. In my eyes this outhurst of feeling has 

deep .. r reo.son thall the services of individ nll.l8. It is one indi'Cll

tion of the gro\~ing' consciouRnm:;;; of nlttionnl uni'ty. Indilt 

was hithel·to sftid to be only It gp-ographicRl expression. 4t has 

now oegun to aspire under the guirlflnce of an all -wise P.·ovidence 

to a unified political existenc .. fl.nd to a phce in the comity of 

nations. The congress of na.tions that Rre ~aiG tn inhabit this 

vast territory have after a long period uf disunion and disorga

nisation begun t o realise tlu\t a.ftl'r all they li r e ono peopl!!, with 

one common blood running through their veins, with common 

traditions, Il common history, fl,nrl a common ffl,ith in the future . 

It is true thltt communities are divirl~rl from cOlIlmunitic~, I>ect s 

from Elects, Itnd province!; fr'om pl'ovincAs hy rlifferen('e~ of reli -' 

gion, language Itnd cnstoms. The wltve of w{'stern civili sation , 

however, with its unifying influ Jlces iR levelling down these 

differences and creating a commll nit.y of interests Ilnd feeling 

which is the precll l'sor of a new rla.wn in our life. Some time 

ago people began t o lonk bRclr nnc1 finrl that, with all th eil ' dif

ferences, they were after all the hTl\nch.:s of a common tree, 

descendants of the Rame stock, inheritors of t.he RamI.' civili

sation, anrl, with 10CRl differ ence" practically Rpeakol's of th~ 

same language. Even Mlthomedans, t,aken as a whole, could 

not Ray that, in thoir traditions, langultges, and customs, they 

harl nothing ill common with the Hindnfol. This looking bltck 

wards made thom comp,u'e thei .' pr'eRent position with the 

position of other people in other parts of the wor·IJ Itnd led 

them to look forward. This has awakened the nationltl con

sciousness which, for want of greater occo ions, hRS begun to 

exhibit itself in demonstrlttions Itnd ovations in honour of indi

"iduals \V~o have, even by slight sacrifices, earned the distinction 

of being the servants of the country. Interpreting these 
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OVl\.tion in t.hi en a, 1 feel I have ev ry reason to rejoice over 

them. I join with you in congrAtulating myself as bing t.he 

fortunate )'ecipient of the e marks of honour and respect, for 

whicA 1 thank you most sincerely I\no through yon the other 

cllI es of my countrymen. It hns, however, b en dinned into 

my a)"R, ever ince I r lichen LA hore, once more a compara

tively il-ee man, tllltt a !J\l~e numbet· of my c(llmtrymen hate 

me, t.hltt my neportRtion WAS nile pt'incipally to MAhomedan 

machinatiolls, thl\t a num ber of Hin.lu gentlemen fllso hnd COlD

binen, consciously or ttncolIs"iously, to bring Ilhout.. what they 

conRide!"ed to be, my rllin ann thltt of the cause I hl\d at 

heart, thRt II Inrge number of my frientl ~ nnd co-workers de

serted me ill the hour of my tr'ollbles and plll'chl\sed their safety, 

either hy igllorillg m~, OJ' by diRowning me nnd my principles. 

] am told tllllt, under thEl cir('umstl\r.ce~, the polit.icl\l II.TJleliorl\tion 

of the cou'!tr'Y is a hopeleR~ tRsk f(lr which I neell wast no more 

of my time and enel"CYies. I lun fllrther told that, in the light 

of the pxpeti nce of the In Rt. six months, it is futile to base I\ny 

hope of political Rillviltion on the union of Hindus nnn Maho

merlRn!'!, that FHlch \lnion if! impossiblp, thnt Ollr people I\.rE' an 

• 'nert mil F< hl\vi. g r:n life to aFlsert Ilnd too ignorant to under

stand t.heir rightR, Rnd thllt the leA.ding men I\re mostly corrupt, 

selfish, E'ase-loving, anrl cowardly, thllt while tltlking loudly of 

polit,i!'AI emAncipation and liberty, they are WAnting in the 

Coul'Rge of their convictions I\n(1 Rre not prepared to suffer for 

their idealR, that the politiCAl ir; RR that obtained in the edu

cated party and their concept,ion of politic!ll rights were entire).y 

foreign, horrowed bodily from the we t without any reference 

to their !;uitability to the genius Ilnd trllditions of the nlltion, 

and that, under the circumstl'nc6l'l, the best interest of our people 

lie in directions other than political, and that we bould be con-
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tented with the sort of gover'nment we have got, anr! should 

studiously avoid doing anything that may be offensive to the 

authorities. The incidents of the hst three days have unfortu

nately lent colour to thef;e pleatlings !lncl I am told that nJw, at 

any rate, I should have no elouht liS to the incapacity of my 

countrymen for the politicR.I institutions of t,he west,. This, 

however', is the bnguage of despair to which 1 am Dot preparer! 

to listen. Firstly, !ls to the miRfo1't,lllleR of the last f<ix month!!, 

I cannot admit that t.hey wel'e entil'ely due to MlI.hornedan 

ma,chi n ~t tior'ls. f\ m certa,i n th:Lt the su-c!llled Mahornedan 

machinat.ions wel'e slIppurten alld hacked by a number' of Hindu 

infot mel's Hnd Ryco)Jhn, nt~, nnd it. is 1I0t r'ight to conelernn R whole 

community for the "ins of :\ fe\\'. 'It CII,nwlt be doubter! for a 

moment that the cOl1nt,ry, fiR R wh ole, stood fll.irly well by the 

victims of officiRI oppl'eRsion. To me it is a mArvel that such 

was the case, and that the nUlTIber of tl 'lIitOI'fI a:1r! black sheep 

was not larger thRIl it WR,S fonno to \11'. J h::Lve hlld numerous 

evidences of the Ry mpnthy cf MIt,homec1fLl1s, other' than ihe 

limiter! ('In!:'s of t.itle-hunt;>\';; fI,n(1 pll1ce-hlll1tel's (I llel I still believe 

that" with the f<JJ reRr! of e~nc'Riiun f1mong MRhon' edanR, the com

bination of Hillc1us ilnel M' ahomedfl ns fo[' political purposes is 

not nn impl}SRibility, But how cnn 1 eve r' fot'get. the numer'ouB · 

mllrks of grief :\n(1 I\ympnt,hy whieh J rend on t,he faces of Maho

medan r!hubi es Hntl ot,her low ('>lsie people, when the latter hAp

pened to PM'!' by merlnl'ing Ill)' wn,lks in the Fort at Mandalay? 

Why, I saw sOlTle of t.h em weeping and shedding tears out of 

sympRthy for me. The authorities hied their level best to pre

vent my countl'ymen fit M:wdal ll.Y fl '011l showing any m!.rks of 

respect towar'ds me, bllt I can never forget th" t ther'e were num

bers who did not IIp to th e last day yield to this pressure and 

co~tinuor! to snlllnm me. The sympathy that I rearl on t.he 



LALA LAJPAT RAJ. 121 

faces of my countrymen while passing by me at Mandalay bas 

\~ft a deep impression on my mind nnd thllt impression bas 

been still deepe ned hy what 1 hlLVe seen a nd felt since my 

returA to my own native land, I do not believe, Gentlemen, 

that the islel\ of Hind n RIlO Ml1.homecian unit! is only Q. phan

tom, lJut even if it were 1;<0, 1\I'e we representatives of 20 

Cl'Ol'es of Hinrlus in lnrl'n, to toke things quietly :.Ls they are 

ilnd allow ollr people to funk "l eeper and deeper into misery 

which can f) r.dy lell.ci th ITJ 1\00 us to complete national death, 

which is inevitable if t he existi ng politiell l and economic con 

oitions a l"e to contillue for a ny length of ti me? I, on my 

pa t't, Gentlemen, of'{'l ill A to givA way to rAssiDli~m , Mine is 

a relig ion of hope "110 faith, I 1Jf' li eVA in "tt'u ggle-R. t'i ghteous, 

st.el'll, "lid tlilyielding stl'uggl .. , lUll quite pl'epru:ed for de

fell tH and r'ep "l"es, Th f' c" l o~s ,d oifli('ultie~ in the wily of suc

cess, the disc()ul'[lging til'cumstance~ I'eli en on by the advocates 

of inllCLivit,y rio not OVQI'wl'I'IDl tne , l n fn ct, I aID inclined to 

take thp1rl as >I. gl'eate l' )'!'f,ROn fOl' It mOl'e opt&nnined str'uggle, 

AC:COl'oillg to my po li ticlI l (,I'eoo eve ry I 'ep lll ~e ought to iurniRh 

a. fl 'esh Htllt,ting point fOl' a I'enewed, mOl'b l'ighteouR, ann more 

vigorolls Rctiv ity, The politiC'al pl'i l1C'ip los which I heli eve in 

·vel'Y st,.on~I 'y, nre thRt nations a t'e by t hemselves mlldo a nd it is 

righteousness thRt eXfllt" a nRtion, U 11 0A I' th e cirCllmstances, 

my cOll nt r'ymen, my hllmble arl"i ce to you is to be nei ther lIerv

ous nOl' hystedcal, to Dl Hi ntflin II dignifi ed, lhm, manly, but 

righteollf<, nttitucie Itmicj" t rlifliclll ties R.nd stor' rrtS; flnn to continue 

the struggle in the light of the exp.Jl'ienee gf\ineo, " with a heart 

for a ny fate, st,ill Rchiev\l1 !l', Rtill pursuing, lea l'D to labour and 

to wait," Now It WOI'O AS to 0111' mutLUll relRtions , True to 

theil' instin ot alto tl'aoitiollf<, om" elleraies are trying t,o bring 

about a chism Il mollg the patriotic pArty , U nfortunately 
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theil' effort!l hA.ve a.lreany met with Buccess and a de.pIoI·able

schism hAS a lready til ken plAce which is exb'emely pAinful and 

humiliating t.o every pRtriotic InuiRTl. FOl' !lome time t.o come 

the efforts of evel)' trup. SO il of Innia will bRve to he dil·ecP.ed to 

bring about A. rp.colI~iliation amongst brothers thfl.t hfl.vo for the 

present parten . The Intest ntO\'e is to plR.y Model'ntes off agAinst 

Extremists and vice ?)e l'.~a, To t.ell you f;he truth, 1 no not know 

whether the 'e wOl'ds t ruly l'epl'osent the principles of th e pal'ties 

that A.re cn.lled "Hel' these names. I fo[' one no not like these 

flAmes, bllt if tlleso wllrds are to s tick to li S, I wOllld beg of my 

Mou ernt,e frier.ds Po ot to play into the hanrl~ of the enemies, as 

to do so will ),e, in t,he wOl'ns of th e HOII 'ble Gokhfl.lp, to mA.ke 

confusion WOl'Re confounrlpn, It mR Y be that some of the so

called Ext~emiRt methodR nre not to their liking, but fol' thRt 

reason to give then> over to the enemy nnrl to force them into 

the positi on of perpetuA.l Opp0TlentR by slighting them or holding 

them up to t.he persecution of the GOVPl'l1lllllr.t nnd the ridi cule 

of the Anglo-lnrliA.n will not be wi~(loll'. It would eventllnlly 

involve u, in diffiC'ulties flnel ('ont,I'o,'el'f<ief<, which might exhaust 

all the time nnd enel'gy IIvR ilfl.ble lor 1::ttion Rl work. T ') my 

Extremi,t friends I would I·pspectfu ll.\' A, ppeA,1 not to be implttiellt 

of the s!ownesf! of Rge Anel the voil's of prfll'ticA I experi : 

ence. It will be fin evil n >1)' for t.r.e Hindus, tlIe 

MahomerlRnl", and the Pftr"is, to allow (lll their T1fttional 

chAracteristics to be entirely swept II.way by Westel'll manners 

ann rnethodR. Let Uf! neyer forget that we are noL an upstart 

people, hAving no trndition!l R.nd no past to bORst of. Respect 

for IIge, re51\.1'0 for enior'ity, reverence fOI' ties of bl on and 

relationship, con titute the most valuRble heritAge bequeathed 

to us by our forefather's and we shall be going backward, rather 

tnan fOl'ward, in exchanging them for the noisy and, at times, 
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undesirahl and pusbful manners of the 'Vest. In any C8 e, it i 

o.b · olutely nec slIry to observe Itnd m:lintain discipline in public 

life. Without it we m>\y be only confounding chaos with, 

proO' ress. I woulrt, thereforp, bpg of you to do nothing whicb 

would hamper the growth of th e responsible public life in the · 

country. My Modera te Ilnd Extremist ft-iends wm not, I hope, 

misundtlr tnnd me. 1 do not Sl,y thltt they hll ve done nnything 

to de erve my remal·ks. M ine i ~ I)nly 1\ d"ngel" sign ,~ 1. One 

word more anll I hll \' e dOlle , The counhy is now in the gl'ip of 

a. dire fanline. T he nR.tion thnt we aspi re to S I've mostly live 

in hu ts IInrl cot t.R ges [wn is in great Ilj"tJ'eRs. The Governm~nt 
is doing its duty, 01', at :lny r R. t,p, pl'ofesses to do it, in lll'oviding 

relief to the unfortunllte victi ms of f"mine. Shall we, the blood 

of their blood, hlg uehinl Itn ,-I do nothing to relieve the distress 

of the aged A nd the pOOl' ? The highest dictllteR of patriot

ism req l1irA that our RympltthieF! sholiin go forth to the help of 

the destitute and the IVl'ctched nnn th .. t by sllllI'ing wlmt hl\.8 

been given to us wit.h OUI' connkymen in distress we should con

ci'uRively establish our chims to speak for them Alld to Jema.nd 

their co-operation with us in the ensui ng struggle. Our' claims 

• to their regltrd hnd love shoulll bu based upon substantial ser'vices 

and nl)t, merely on lip-sympathy expressec in paper' 1'e olutions. 

I therefol'e appelLl to my friends Itn '.! co-workers to put their 

shoulders to t he wheel, to ol'gnnise a non-<,fficial famine relief 

campaign in the faminf'-affected provinces to collect funcis Itnd 

to clirry sympat.hy nnd help to a ll home and plFlCcs in need of 

the same. The you ng, th El aged, lI.od tho woman specially call 

to u for help, and it will be a ah me if we decline to respond 

to this call lind spend the whole took of our energies in nellde

mic controversies and worny wo.l'£ore. I kllow that tbe work is, 

tremendous and the difficulties still more 110, but it affords th& 
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most useful R.nd 100st effective training for a di sinterested patrio

tic life, Even p:trtial success in this itirection will be a very 

valuable moral asse t and an objf'£t-leson to tl::ose who hflve to , 
continue the work after us, 

Afwl' the CODelU ion of his addre s he l'efered to Swadcshi a nc! 

said that he had been SWf\C!~shi nll h is life, They wel'e illdebt 

ed to the Bengalis for hfw ing i"stall en Sw:tdeshi on it.s propel' 

pedest'\land cl'oated an atmosp hel'e ill their Pl'ovince which had 

permeated all cIa ' es, ,.nd unl ess they t r ied to extend the sco pe 

of Hwade, hi, ,il'l'espective to ('lIst,e alld creeds, they could not hope 

fol' gn>atel' s u(!C'es, The Rpil'it of ' wa.deshi ought to prevail in a Jl 

depal tm ellts uf life suhject to one co nditi on, t! ••• t whfl tever they 

bad to leal'll from t l1E' vV st in ol'del'to ffiflintll.i n pI'ogress :tnn 

secure prosp~ I'ity on eq u.:1 te l' m~, th!'y need not be ash,Lruec! to 

leaI'D from the West , Th el'e ,\'as no use in going . back, They 

could only gc, hfl..;k cOllsist ntl )' wich the national interests, Other

wise it wou ld be, uirid,,1. Thpy cO llin not but, be nffectecj b:y 

a predolllinant l'ivilisation, Tht')' must leal'n teo fight out t he 

battle of nat,i'HHtlity in IWJn!'I'n t imes un ,lel' monel'll contlitious 

and t ry to n"e tlto;;e weapons whi ch were nsed R.g>linst them, • 
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Gentlelllcn,- l thA.nk yon sillcel'ely for asking me to preside 

A.t this importr.!lt C(lnferen(:e. I cannot claim the practical ex~ 

perienee of trade nnrl iod lI ~t l"i e,. pOf\.~eK en. by my worthy predcesBor, 

1I0r th e literary minenl'e ano hrof\d eeor. mic ontlooy of Mr. 

Romesh Chnnrlr'n Du tt, the Ihst Pl"!'sirl ent . My connection with 

inol1st .. ies is mciireet, IIno my stnrl ies in I noian Economics are 

somew hAt, recento I hpg, t.hE'rpfore, that you will be good enough 

to tako an indulgent. view of any shol,tcoming in the observations 

that 1 olfer fo .. yOIlr" consirlmontion o 

Th fnndllm entAl fllct.i'! of OU IO economic ituation are well

known : (\) \Yide"p .. efltl 111)(1 chronic poveroty among a larg& 

propozotion of the popuht,ioll ; (2) dense ignorllDce of the masses; 

(3) an abundance of J'RW materials; (4) absence of scientific and 

t,echnical knowl edge, allel prAc ticn.i skill; (5) A. low state of 

comulercial enterpri e; (G) a luge deficiency of capital. Th& 

que. tioll that we lire called upon to consider is how to evolve a. 

state of widespread indu trilliism out of the conditions ju t 

postula teO. 
Some of the remedies suggested are those that have proved 

efficacious elsewhere ; viz. a. wide provision of elementary edu-
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cation; foundation of t.echnical schools Ilnd scientific institutes; 

estahlishment of commercial schools, ano acq uisition of scientific 

alJld technical knowle>dge by students sent abroad. All ~hese 

are com prised under one com prensive heaJ,- EducatioD. The 

efforts mnde till now to supply it hll.ve been spa. .. modic and 

feeble. But strong, systeu,atic, ann sustained exer t ions are 

indispensable. They ought to be continually rein fol'cerl by!>. 

stl'ong national spiri t, that is determined to achieve success fit 

all cost~, and is immovably sl,earlfast in the plu'suit ()f i ts high 

national :tim of securing OU I' in(lustrial f'egener·ation. 

In the meanwhile, we must depeno for OUI' in:ll(l ediaL~ Pl'O

gres ' on Ont' rel;OnT'CeS afi they 1I0W f.x ist. OUl' mer'chanls nf'e 

indeed mostly ignorant of the intricate rR.lH liicatiolls of modem 

industrial cond itions, their' VR , t extent" and th~ fouf1(l:Ltion on 

which they ultimately I'est. Happily thel'e :l.l·ise nolV and t hen 

above our economic horizoll a few pertions of the towering 

eminence of the late Mr. Jal1lsedji Tata; Rnd commel'ciltl 

enterpl'ise on a con'idel'able scale has existed in \Vestel'l1 arid 

NOl·tb-We, 'tern India from time imm eTllorill l. Our tmders hr,ve 

penetl'ated into East Afl'ica, Pel'sia, TIIl'key, 'lIHi eastwards into 

Ohina and Japan , Merchants of Gujemt hfwe recently gone to • 

England and opened agencies there fOl' the pUl'ehase of British 

ml!1chinol'Y aDd mi ll -stores. Hindu pearl mUI'chants have lately 

establ ished firms in Paris and LOOtlon . The Indi'l.n pecie Bank 

of Bombt>.y has quite recently o~ned R BI'nnch under Indian 

managemen t in the boort of the British Empil'e. It is to such 

agencies that we must look for the immediate help that WA r e

quit'e in the shape of commerciRI enter'pri 'e. 

OAPITAL. 

Next to the want of commercial enterprise and industrial 

kno.wledge, the thing that stands in th~ :way of our industrial 
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growth is the absence of the requi ite capitA\. :ray it may be 

.a erted that the want of capital is now OUI' chief dosidel'atum. 

It i ('ue that the oopital now employ d in OUI' cotton industry 

lUIIounts to neady 30 crores of rupe . But if we remember our 

final aim, viz., to dothe ourselves wholly with home-mAd fn,brir., 

Wtl must confe that we have only made a fAir begiuning for a 

genef'al I'egenemtion of our iltdustry , The gnmt pI'oblem RWR.it

ing .. praoticRI solution is that of raising the Il oeessary funds. 

The question admi ts of a sHtisfR.C tor'y solution, provided onr 

be,.t minds apply themselves to the t.'Lsk. The Rupee d bt of the 

Gcvemment of Inrli H. held in Inrlia "lIlount,s to Rs, 105 m'ores; 

and of thiR R f!, ,,5 CT 01'P8 HI'(> held by Indians, It hlay not be 

p ssible to di vel't a ll thi s itl to th e chaun els of tr[Lde and iodu try, 

but eVE'n if we eould Her. UI'e fol' the ]',t tel' pUI'pO 'e ,f th of it, say 

.a'<, 14 C"01'es, th e impetus imparted to Ollr industl'ies would be 

. very great , It is to btl wished t hat Indian publicists will eru'nest-

1y endeavolll' to (,I'sate, 1\ public opinion ill f>lvOUI' of the diversion. 

That i t i" quite wi thin t heir' po wer, 1 have no doubt. The 

higher I'etums of t mtltl nnd inJustries ought to prove a strong 

arg um ellt ill fa vour of the change, 

Ther'e is another fl nel a cognate source which mR.y well be 

tapped by OU1' ent I'pl'ising men. The Rmount deposited in the, 

Po&tal avings Banks was for the yeal' 1904-05, Rs. 14 c/'/)'I'es: 

Ntlarly 13 crores Ollt of this s lim wel'e purely private Indian 

savings. Now if we could succeed in gettill IY even a hHlf of this 

sum, IIny Rs. 6 crm'es, fOl' OllI' comm rciR.) purposes, an Ilmountof 

strength would be impart cl to our industrial activity, of which 

we have nt present no adequ/l.te conception, 

The best way of fulfilling thEl Io.tter purpose, as ' well as that 

of getting at the- money now locked up in Government Promis

sory • otr:s, would seem to be the establishment of Banking inllti-
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tutionfl all over the IfI.! ld. EtfUl·ts on Il. 1<1n :\11 scnle have IIll'e,,(l y 

been made, notably in P l'OIl Il., A hm e.lab'1I1, Benares, Lucknow, 

LAhore ~nd other pl!lC'Ps . But t.hese I\"e tiny heginning of'vel'Y' 

lal'ge potentialiti es. Th ere if; no ren~on why every town of im 

portance shou ld not hl1Ve fI Bank of it.s own. These SIJ)!l.1I in"ti

tuti ons mfl.y e tablish cOllnerticlI's with the bigger ones At l'lI'ge 

commerciAl rentl'tlS, 1111 (1 the whol e CApital of t.he cou ntt·), will be 

thus utilized to the be~ t advantAges. 

1t mAy be hel'e stated in pnssing thAt it i ~ not at all It ditli 

cult thi ng fol' men of Ch:ll·Actet· to ill >Lug ul'>lte s uch establishments. 

In fR ,' t., th e gt'eat thing t,o be t'enH'lllhpl'erl is Mutt thel'e i no 

depfl.l'tment of busine~~ fol' whi ch J ndifl.n s of t he middle classes 

Rt'e better fitte(l by heredity, nn.l pllsL trad it.ions, th!l 11 that of 

Bnnking. Practical Blink )11 11.1 1l1genwnt r cqui l'es just. tbo, e qua li 

ties in which \\'e excel llnr\ which we 1, IIve C'llltivated fOI' genera 

tions, viz., patien(:e, cRlclllatioll, fOJ'f'~ighL, t hl'ift and the like. 

W e hAve further A natund nllvn ntllge ol'er our fOI'eign !'iva ls in 

this respect, \"iz., we po.-sess All i ll tirn:tte ~cquR intnnce with local 

conditions, and with individwtl . clvell !,Y. 

A sRti sfActory beginHing hns nl reA,ly beAn mAd e as regards 

larO'e Banking instit.ntions, BombA), 1m!'; stal·teo two lal'ge 

Banks ; Madras has la nn checi it.!'; :rAtionnl Bank an rl Oa lcnt.tn 

is following in the wnke. These institutions have alrPfldy proved 

of greAt value to trade; OUt' Ind ian genius for bnnking is ,0 far 

full of promise. We want now a network of sma ll Banking 

establishmen ts which will act as feeders to the bigger BAnk . 

One of the principal function!'! of the e small Bnnks will be ·to 

inspire confidence in the poorer population, and to attract the 

sums that now lie idle or concealed untierground owing to dis

trust and ignorance, Education alone can finally remove the 
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eco!lomic blincln~ss which fnnlurs hoarding. But smnll well

mnnn gllrl B,mks C>l.n do a great .leal iu til menllwhile. 

I . i,. cl :ll', however, to all who take a comprehensive view 

of the pl'£'sen t industrial situntion, that Indinn pl'oductive 

indll ~try I'eq lli,·e. mOl-e ~I\pil,!ll thl\D 1\11 tha ways just mentioned 

can be expected to (:m-e. The que tion ad e , whetbel' we 

shollltl l'esOI·t to fCJreign cOll nt:-if ~ fol' loalll\ble capit.al, 01' prefer 

to wait till O U I' resou rce gl·o.\, equILI to 0111' wants. ~rbel'e is a 

stl'ong f£'eling among 1\ R tion of Oll i' pHople that foreign capital 

shoulrl be shunner!. ' imil >LI ' IVltS the feeling of som", Japanese 

patriotR form erly . The sentiment is nntul'll.l. But our interests 

requh'e thnt we shou ld look I1t I.h" mattel' fl'Om a put'ely business 

point of view. FI'om thi" stRnd poi nt, the only r eflsonl\ble rule 

of conrluct t.o follow is thAt we ~hou1r1 fl 'eely borrow money of 

foreigllers for inllustl'ial PlllpOSl'A. The Government of lndia 

1)11" been long cloing ihis for l'liilwny consit'uction. Very 

vowel'flll nlltionfl go to thll mnl'kets of London and Pal·is for 

war 10~_nR, or for naval ('onstt-llction, and also fOI' industdal de

velopment. There ill no l'ellROn wIly we should not do the same. 

The Honoul'Ilble MI'. Vithaldas, my worthy predacessol' in 

~hi chair, urged the Harne view. "We cannot," he Mid, " do 

"without foreign capital. It will be extremely shOl·t-sighted to 

"reject it on sen tim ntal grounds. We must aVllil oursel"es 

" of it, but we must tuke care that we do not pay for it more 

"than othel' nations." This is sound advice. In this respect 

we might follow the example of our fbllow-subjects of Canada. 

Patriotic Canlldians welcome the advent of American brains and 

money in the development of Canada; but they naturally prefer 

that the wurk now being done by the capitalists of the United 

Stl\tes should be shared in a vastly greater degree than now by 

those of their own countrymen who have mone, to invest, 
9 
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THE SWADE, HI MOVEMENT. 

The new propaganda termed the Swadeshi movement re

quires some l'em'trks. ThEs aim of this movement is the estllblish

ment of new industries in India, by moans of Indian · capital, if 

possibl e, so tlmt the Inrlian people lOlly be, as ftl.l' as is pl'llct i

cable, self-contained and independent of the foreign iLJ1POl'ts t hat 

now !loon the lane!. 

The justificati0fl of t,he movement consists in the facb that 

tb" country ha.s been impoverished dUl'ing t,he last century by 

the illl'Oads of outside manufllctul'e8 on its old indllstl'i eR" 0 Lha,t 

it i~ flOW unable to su pply its population even with I,he n oc(J~

snl'ies of life. The foreign goods now illlported :l1'e not, e::ollomi

cally Hper"king, il~dispensable. The Ill ater'ial>:\ of mit lly uf them 

are pl 'od neell ill the countl'y, nnd [In ft mpl e supply ()f labour is 

r l'ivly 1.0 hand , The ~";lI>a(lC8hi movement ultilll:ttely seek ti to e:tll 

into ex istonee t he II i I'ecti ng ca paei ty, tI l" t echnic:l! !>kill, iWeI. the' 

refJlI i ~ite ea pita.l , so Lh ,d, 011 1' O\\'Il 1 ~\Inlll' all, l mouey nllLy CO UVt' l't 

our I'IIW ll l:tt,el'ial" into the l'oll,nlo,lit ip>:\ ",hicl \\'e 1I 0W illlPOI't: 

Thel'!' is n geneml consensus of opinion thrtt the elldeavo lll' 

to est:thli sh ne w indusf'I'ies in lnrli :t i" vel')' I,wdnble ill itself. 

The C.ovel'nlllellt of India fa"olll 'S it; , E"el'y new faetol'y estll

bliHheJ, l'vel'y h:tnking ill ~titutioll t're:tt,ed, eVPl'y staaillship \'1lIn 

cherI, is hitil erl by llIell of rtll Hha.! e;,; of Opi llioll . Schohu',;hips for 

ub La ining tech II ical iost;l'lI ·t;io ll outs id e the CO Ulltl 'y ' U'C givlJII, Lo 

' l >:\11 111 11 ('xtellt, by Lil e Goverllmen(, of [1I<li n, to ' t lal'g!-l l' extent 

by puhlic bodieti and publ ic Hpi l'it >(l cit,izens, while tr.lwy IJ ll teI'

pl'ising allel. high-spil 'iteli youths go aUI'oan at their own expen e 

to a ·tluire high t echnical pl'ofici !lcy. 0 fa l' thel'e i" no l'Ildicll.! 

dilftll'euce of opinion. 

Hone, t and patl'iotic men a ll over the country are trying 

t~eir bJlst to induce our countrymen to abjure the use of foreign 
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g~s altogeLbel', in favolll' of indigenous ones of the same 

description, Th~se eal'npst eIrol'!;;;, which are ~radual1y spreading 

over al\ p!l,r t,~ I)f Lhe Il\n.1, :I1'e viewed cliflill'ent.ly by difttll'ent per-

sons, u fnl' flS Lbtl methods ,u 'e Ilcco mpnnied by unlawful acts 

of viol ellce :i o,l int,illlidatioll, t h y desHI've to be severely coo

d"DlIl ,d, BilL unlHwfulll tess npart. , thal'd is nothing in them that 

a ll Y honcHt mall cfl n :,;e,'io\lsly ol,j d to, The economic ideas of 

IDell :1il1'l' l' ill UI:tny p illt" awl :t difl'tH'elll'e on this one is allow

aultl , Hut uo c'.lIl1 li,! t" a n Oltg), L t,o stig ma tize th ese pa triotic 

e ftorts as .li"IIOIl,,:,;L, They al'e ['l'l'fl'ct.1y legiti lll f1.t,e, 

BuL t.1t" HtaLolllent lU ay be ventlll'ed t hat even, from an 

econotlli~ point of view, t hey :\t 'e noL on ly justifiable but urgently 

n' ded, Tho pI'OL,'ction uf nt'w 01' nascent industries by mea ns 

uf high i' :l)lO.'t duLi"H. and uy bounties is held to be aJlowaule by 

sume uf t.Il1:' lI iglllJ"L :LlItllol iti .. " of Lhe froe tmdo school of P olitical 

°Eeollo.II)', Lf tile ::)taLc ill (n,li>l h 'Hl b61'11 identified in economic 

inte!'est" wit,1I Llle j IIdia II people, :iome meASure of protection , 

nlight hll\''' IhW .l a,lvptl'd by it lo ng ago, Bllt the Government 

of ]ndia 1J,· ing the I' pl" ';;elltlliive ill India of fl'ee trade, Britain 

is not lit li\Jf' I'Ly :It l'l'e:;c nt to IIfliH'(l eco nomiC) protection in any 

t Ol'U' to lndiHll inullsLri"H, The peoplo of Jr.dia ought, there

fore, to ,;if'p into ihe Vael/U IlI, :llld do by vOltmta1'Y pr()tection 

whnt Lhe I:!ta te IIlight hUVllll l' hil'vcr\ in:ln onsiel' Wfly by tariffs 

(lnd bounties, Tbm; t,IHl Sw(ute81.i pl'npagnndn. is, in essence, 

an ellle.LVdu.' to "Hill l'O I'('C the CRtl SO of India n illclus~ries by en

li ,ting the (1Il1illll patriotic 8cntitllent on its behalf. It is 

t1ifliclllt to see llOW any objectio n ca.n exi::; t , ngainst such a. 

move, Ol'ganizl'Cl volunt'tI'y eUorts n.rc specially needed now 

in all dep'Ll'tmellts of un.tiouo.l ad.ivity, The Swadesh.i move

ment is the applicntion of this principle to that of national 

ind ustria l regeneration , 
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In finally determining the utility of tlie movement our v.iew 

need not be reHtl'icted to the hee trade formul re of EngliRh 

economists . Almost 1l.J1 the independ ent nations of Europ'" nml 

America ar e at the present d ~,y encourAging their' own inilust,ril:-F; 

by means of high tariff barriers and bounties. German), nno 

AmeriCII are the two most p[·ominent instances before us. 'Vh~' 

should not Indians do by \'oluntary effort whitt these two 

nn.tions are doing by the collective action of their States? 

Thltt this line of cond tlct if< con'ect is proved by !t("tuftl ex

perience. The Finance MiniRter in his Budget statement lllst 

March recognized thltt the .':hvadeshi movement harl resulted 

in the contraction of import!; of cotton gooils to the tune of more 

than a C)'ore of rupees, indig.mons manufactures having r eplaced 

them. An impetus is given to the handl00m industry in Bengal 

and elsewhere, such Il.S it hail Hot f"llt for nearly a century, anil 

IRrge numbers of our' eountrymen have obtained a living thereby: 

There if' an 1l.1I -l'ound intillstriltl revival dne to the Swadeshi 

propaganil:'t. Fifteen B,mk.s with II. t.otal Cit pi tal of nearl,' ~ 

or01'es llll.ve sprung into existence. Five navigation companie8 

with a cp.pital of 121 lakAs have been started. 22 new cotton mill!; 

with a cll.pitnl of nel'd), 2 C1'ores h:we been estllblished . Two jute 

mills, several oil-pressing mills, ugr,l' factol'ieR, and mining Ilml 

mineral companief', besides many that Il.re not known, have been 

launched. (These figures are taken from R. B. Lab Baijnath 's 

speoch at the U. P. Confer·snce. ) III the department of cotton 

spinning and wenving, the number of spindles has ,.isen from 50 
to 60 lakhs nnd . of looms from 45 to 60 thousand. These gratify

ing results are lll.rgely atkibutable to the Swadeshi propaganda, 

and to the Swadeshi spirit which it hilS aroused. In the face of 

these results, it is not rf'asonable to cavil at the Swadeski move

ment. 
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Thel'e are well-meaning peoplEl who urge that the propa

Ban·d. impo' es no extrA. hurdell on the poor, or that it deterio

I'ate tAste a nn workmanship. Now, it is not always true that 

any extra bUI'den is suffer ed by our poorer countrymen on ac

count of the" t"udeshi moveml'nt. In severnl e&.ses, tho propa

gandn hRs b en only the C'le:lI1S of a,ivertising widely Indian 

goods of admirable qUf\lity nnd chenpness which were languishing 

fo r want of upport. in some cases the preference for our own 

goods has intl e"n implied a small And ofttln impercept.ible sflcrifice. 

But all protHction implies such a sacrifice. 'When a State impo es 

a high tn t'i U' Hg:'l.i nst foreign impo\'ts to bolster up a nasc nt 

iunmMy, the ~ncrifico is equnlly r611!. Why should it be gl'udged 

b Clwse it i;; voluntarily bome? As to bl$te and quality, it is not 

a lway,; the CM,i" that the Inrlinn article is inferior to the foreign. 

Often the reverse is the fllct, The element of durability again is 

',;oueJ'n lly in favoul ' of OUI' producLs, Itnd oft II goes far to counter

bnlance the loss in point of superficial finish, Lastly, there is no 

gl'Qund fOl' the fear that patt-oni 7, ing crude articles will cause a 

penDHI1t' llt deteriora tion of our wOI'kmlinship, nch patrollage 

('all, at tlafl 1 CRt, b vel'y tempol'llr'.\' , Hlld cellap tition among our 

wn Pt'OclUf:Ell'H is bounrl, in the long run, to keep up the quality, 

The pOOl' ultim:1.tely gai n by the extended employment th!lt 

a l'ise" 1'01' til ii' labour, 

Of tit foUl' elements of national manufacturing prosperity, 

viz" raw mater'jals, technical skill, capital, and demand, the 

demltu(1 i;; the dominating fActOl' which gives direction, shape 

Itnd .. ub tance to pt'()du()tive activity, Now, our resources in raw 

tJl tttel'ials are 11bunclnnt, Technical skill can be created gradu

ally, and for OUI' immediate purpo tlS we can rely upon importing 

il; ft'om outside, I hnve already dwelt upon the question of 

augmenting OUl' capital. As to rlemand, it is very extensive in 
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Indin. Thus all thnt is n ecessa ry to do at present is to make 

the demand flow in such a way that it mll.y fertilize nlltive 

iud ustries insteltd of fO"eign ones. All the foremost Ilat~ons of 

the world are endilll.voul'ing lit preseut to get winer ann wider 

markets fOI' theil' goons. Theil' politicfI.lllction is largely govern

ed by this pulic)'. 111 t,heil' mutUld jealollsy Itn<1 competition 

they insist on 3.n open noOl ' for nil - notably in tbe vast Asiatic 

countries. The ordinal'Y wllI\pon used by these nations, is thh.t 

of making their goods cb en,p tl' the COli 'umOI', of lessening the 

cost of tmnsport by 811b~i(1izin;; ~hipping lin eR, of prllctising 

economies in pronl1ction Ilnn utilisin;!' f\(' it?ntific inventions. 

They rely in the hst reso l-t. on :,n nppelll to the aVa?'icp of tbe 

foreign consumer'. 

Now, it is permissibl9 to inquil'e wh) n nation situfl.ted 

like ours, and dp]1rived of all menn" of cnforcing its will by 

collective action, mny not ~t'ek to extpn<l its innustri eR by. 

appealing to a higher Rentim('nt 1.bllll Il\'fll'icp, viz., patriotism . 

Even royal personages h!l\'e ('olllmen<]!'<1 s lich an apppni ~nd 

enforced it. hy their pxamrle, 

RAILWAY TRANSPORT. 

The queRtion of Il cheap and qu ick trn.nRpol·t of 01M' 

mllnufactured goods and mll chinOl'y f!'Om one part of the 

country to another hilS not reeei \'e,] t.hfl IIttE'ntlOn it r]eRPrves. 

It iG, however, of ~ital impol'ta.ncE:l to the growth of 0111' 

industrieR. The uttel' collapRe of the carrying ('apAcity of the 

prin('.ipal y·ailway lines IflSt SCMlon is heRh in Ot.l· minos. It 

caused l:'normous 10 es to tmdel'~ !Inn procltlcer , and a Reri

OtiS dislocation of all commel'cil\l IIrmngements. A Ruffieient 

supply of rolling stock on ellch )ine iR 1\ si11e qua '/lon of 

railway efficiency, and ought to be in isted on, Smooth 

working arrangements tor interchllnge of waggons between 
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the vRriOIlR lilles 11.re ,,11'10 bnrily neeiled, The railway , staff 

ought to bE' imhlleil with the spi "it of businefi". 'fire RRilway 

Board hR, Rllcceedeo indeeo in ,,"lectin'" n few minor improve~ 

mer:ts, bllt is Atill f,w f, 'om coming lip to the expectations of 

businpss-mfln. Thfl oplny in th e oespntch and handling of 

gooch: aft,e,' n,1'l'iml IU'(l oftpn Selt ndRl oLIS. FOI' pXl\ll1ple, it generally 

t.Ake, 8 onyR hefol'o J,(oods 10Ropri in l30mbRY reach the hRnds of 

the cOII RignCo'eR Rt A irm('(IH i->n.l, which is onl y 300 miles from 

Bombny, The IOflcling ancl IInlull,;,ing fU'I'fl,ngements at bye-sta

tiotls nre rlt,fective, lind ud el t,o 1,1H' clelA)', Mr. Morley mRde 1\ 

bOARt. t.hllt, the I'fli lw"y I'nt .. s in lmlin are very cheap, They 

may be e1lpn p, Hilt, i,hcI'f' is g r t'nt I'oom for improvement still. 

Ko\\' it CORtR 1)('''1'1), ) f) H,,,, (nil cll Ftrge" includ ecl ) pel' bale of 

ynt'n Ot' clot.h Hen t, fl'Ont Ahnlt,ocl:oblHI t o Un wnpOl 'fI ot' Calcu~tl\; 

while it Cfln be I-ent to th!' Intt,p\' plare by r:til amI sea combined 

• for ne'\1'I), hAil' the ~lIm, 'I'ltfl l 'AilwR~s yiold fl large sur

pIllS revpnue nfter rlerlut'ting int ,(>r'~Ht lind weal' A,nd teat' of the 

fi~eo (·npit..ll, 'Why shou ld 1I0t thi!'! ~t1 rplllH be utilized to reduce 

t,he £I'eight. cit ·, "!;es 011 nil intel'nAI I11nnnl'uetul'es? A reduction 

in f, ·eiglrt." nC'ts 011 tl'lllla like fr'c,,1r capital 01' a new market, It 
.is :u. new blooo 1.0 IL li ving orgnllism. It i!'! by clJeAp and quick 

tl'llnsport thRt AII1Ill'icR. has H~I,jeved her' inclllstrial pre-eminence. 

IndiAn mallllfactlll'eA neeo Vfll 'Y cir ellI' fr'e ight.s and T'R.pid trans

port. I wOlllcl commencl this point to th tf eHmest considerAtion 

of the Conferenee. 

UNH'ORM WEIOIlTS ANlJ MEASU RES. 

Somewhat akin to the qUl'stion of cheap railway freights 

and quick tl'nDSpOl't is t,hat of h !1.ving for the whole country a 

common currency, And common wei~hts and measllres. The 

existence of important Nflti"e tate, some with R. standAro coin 

of theil' 0\ n, accouDts for' the difficultiofl thnt confront us in the 
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way of ge~ting a common meoililD of exchange, Political con

sideration are hel'e interwoven with the economic problem, 

Maharaj:l 'lIpji It:w of Bal'oo'1 1m,; generously adopt~o the 

British cui" ; Ilnd it is to be hoped Lhat equal!y broad views will 

influence the cOllm el" of Gwalior, HyoeralMd ind t,he Rajplltana 

SIK'l.tes ill this importallt matter, It is t,he POOL' people of the 

Native t:\tes and Lm\'ell el'l; tlint s uffel' mo t from the 0xistence 

of a " pamte local cUl'rc ncy, I'll r e is less reason, howtwel', for 

lllaiotaiuing tlie pl'esent c,mfw,ing lilbyrinth of weights uo.i 

m e.'lSUI'f' I;, Big tnulcn i ('a" always protect their interests ; alld 

it is th e poot' and t he ig norant tha t s ullEn' mo 't , Tbe necessity 

(If developillg til , oOlll es tic COllllll el'ce of out' vas t country makes 

the qlle:stioll of II, eomlllOll ellll'elicy ann common weights ltnd 

mens ure;; oue "f ml~ ional iUlporlltll c:e, 

AGlllCU Ll'U ltA L l NDUSl'ltL 

J will no w, wi t. li )'0111' IWI IUisbiofl, proceed to offer a few re

IDflrk ii 0 11 sU lli e of 0 111' len'lill g inn\l>; lries, a n" a mong th ese, Agl'i

culture £il 'st ,lelliall .. l" 0 \11 ' aLLell t io ll , I t sLan,ls a. t pr~'ellt 1ft t~e 

h 6ll d uf All 0'. \1' uthpI' illn \I l:'t l'i es , A 11 extension of pUl'ely illdus

tl 'ial occupa tiolls will no t! ouut l'e,lucl:' i t.s rebtivo lUagni t llde, 

But iL will be It IUI' g tillle uof(,I'e i t.s (11 :\(,1' becomes , ,,oconna !'y , ll, 

in Engh~"d , It ue!.o\'e" U~, t" ~' l'I' fOI''', to PIlY special Attention to 

it , Th gl'el~teRt illl pet! i 11I ('ll t.~ to i t IS g rowth fll'e-( 1) the i~nOl'

ance of the pon '[tnt; (2 ) his ll eav)' ill llobt(J(llI ess; (3) the il'l'l~ 'ula

rity of th e 1'f\il1 y :-:en1'0I18; (4) t he :-I usence of ilTigatiomll f,~..:ili 

ties ; ll nd (Ii) th e lan ,1 policy of the Go vemment, The cllllrge 

of uliiJd con,'en 'Rti 'lll lll'ought n;::il illst 0111' cultivntol' is not fully 

ju tified, He has ahmys s ho wn a l'eadinl'S:; to pI'od ' lce Cl'OP 

that pay him be t, and du e I'eg:ll 'd bain'" Im,1 to his inoebtedness 

he cannot be expecteo to 00 men'e , The Govemment of India 

have of late taken some steps to improve the I'eturn of 8gricul-
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tUl'e. But, as usual, tbey have begun at the top instead of at the 

bo·ttom. 'ometbillg IDOl'e is needeo than having big central 

in ti~utions 0 1' associations. Big cenklll 11,' 'ocil\tiocs llllve f!tiled 

in Bengal a nd ~.tnnot expect }L better fate elsewbe)'e. The theory 

that kllowll:loge wil l 61ter duwn to the pe'tsant in his village fl'om 

the centl'a; ill~ti(,uLion 01' bUI' all iR not RUppol'ted by actu!tl 

expel'ience. Thel'e tWO thiek impel'vio llS "t..ata intel'vening, 

which pI'event the ,le::;il'ed PI·colatioll. The vil lager ought to be 

IIppl'Oach d in hi ,~ horn u Ilno phV!fltl in posses;; ion of t.he know

leoge which he lacks. I ~ol' tlti~ vill"ge cOlllrnittees should be 

formed, nll!1 mod .. 1 fal'm s ol1ght ttl be oHtn.hlisheo fot' eVtl'y small 

gl'OU p of villagei-;. Tl':Iint'd inllinll t'xpel't,s ought to be bl'ought 

into Llil'ort e(l n~oIV: t with t,hn pe"~" nt. Lnl'tly, the intel'po 'ition 

of the R f:' Vel !II e "~ClH'.v ought, to be I<c,llliolls ly shunned. As 

l'C'gal'(ls the pell"f1.lIt',; ind,\bt.eoness, :1 fllrt,hel' expall sion of the 

• {Jo-opul'Ative CI'e,lit Assoei,t\,iolls ought to he 6neO IlI'll.geo. In the 

1ll:\ttl'I' of il'l'i~ntion, lal'~e wOl'k" 'Ll'e gooo ill Lheir way, but the 

ol~ sv~t'E':n of hn\~ illg It g()(lO sto l':I !!e tnnk fOl' evel'y village de

sm'vt''' to he I'evived . 1.'I·ee erlll ('H ti on, anel tlmt of the ['ight 

.. Ot't" rnm:t be pln('Po within th., I'each of the ngl'iClllt.llI'U1 popula, 

.tio!! . fi'in nli y, th", rl'f'~e!!t hnrl pGl iey (I f pP"iodical settloments 

mu:.t he f1.holished, fwd a l'e l'llIl1.nen t lan({ t,l,X ought to be fixed, 

Tll~; COl"I'ON lNJJU8TRY. 

The ('nt.ton ilHlnlSt l'y is next in iUlp(ll'tnncc, hut stH.nds on a 

(litJe l'ent footing I\ltogeth I', WI! got aIm !'it 11.11 t.he I'RW matet'ia.l 

fOt, i~, ill our own eountry, auli Hp:1['e HI)me of it fOl' foreigners, 

Egyptian and Amet'ica n cot ton is [lOW anuull.lly imported in 

sma.lI quantitie" and thllHe impOl't.<; will incl'eaRe ouring the pre

sent year. The cu lti vllt,ion of the new ' ind cotton Pl'olOises, 

thank to the libel'a l initiative and help of the Bombay Govern

ment, to give great impetus to OUT' stople industry. Our MilI-
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ownors' A e><oCiR.tion mft y fftidy be ex pected to s ho w fI, pm,c tical 

appreciR.tion of th e effortH of O ov!:' )'nm ent by olle l'ing prizes 'to 

growers of long-;; tll.pled ('otton in other pa l'!.s of th e cOIIJ1try , 

Mel1llwhile, it is ag)'efl.tbl e to not e tha i th e cotton industry if< now 

on (I ti)'m bn.s is, though we (1 ) '6 )'f't, fflr behind our If'gitimato 

place in t.he proiluctioll (,j' cll tton f"l)) 'ic,., TI :e R)' f' tem of paying 

the m ftnaging age nt.'> huge cf)m miss iom; r 'll cu1:tted on the o uttul'n 

al one is hn.ppily getting int,o publi c .1 iRf,l\'o 1I 1' , :l nd :1 more senRihle 

one is g m n Ll ally taking it" pL1 CO, The !allo m' s upply if; nnRatis

faeLor'), f) 'om a \ II I'iet,.\' " I (" 111<(';;, pl ag up beilJ g th e Jn fl in one, The 

public can now j llstly ,1 e lll :ln ,1 t h:lI, the exc ise r1ntief; on (' Iot,h 

which ha ve tJ-eulerl rhu'i ng t he last 10 yen 1'8 Hnd now amount to 

n early ;~ O {(( lrlt s of nqwes 1'01' annu m " hould ;'0 :tbolisherl , The 

inel'enRin g r e\'!:' nU fl f l'O I~l ex(' iso on cot. t.on ,'lot.h., inYoh 'ps a now 

da ngo)' to th e il1ll11stl')' t,o which the att.en t ion {I f (\.11 publil'is t,s 

mi ght be invit.ed , At pl'e~(, lIt, t he inte)'eRt,H of LH.ncaRhi)'o form. 

th e !'lole Pt'E't px t fot' t he im post, Hu t; if t he )'t '\' (mu €' h om it 

gro ws f1 t t.h E' ]lI 'f'f{E'nt, 1'>\ ie, l'o ll sitl e)': If,io IlS of fi ll fl nc'e :\)'e I ikel), ,to 

be lltili z (1 for it,s co nt inualll'e, 1 t will bE' H:1 irl t llll,t t,he m ooull t 

is too Inl'll"e to he ott Oll('e )" (' ln itt.f'Ii. Thi~ ig :1 n arlrliti on!l.l )';) :1 1<on 

for t a k ing r onre)'te,l :1 l'tion 1I 0 W 1.1) g" t. t, hi ~ (\hllox ious t ax l'e ll) OV-. 

ed , A t t.he HH me t.im W tl have 11 rig h t to mq)pd, thflt the 

inrlustl' ,)' Rhnll not he n.ll owtlcl to.., be t h )'f'RtflllE'd wit h ne ll' ~I1 ,tifi c i ill 

r eRtricti onR gn a ny gl'\l ull .ls wh H,t,p \'e)', V\ ' hilst on th e suhj ect we 

mu~t tha nkfully >lckn owl ec1 ge thnt t.h t' ('o rnpositi on of the 

Fllet.ory C0 l11mi Rs ion n ow s it t ing is quit,e ~" ti s fll(' to l'y, \Ve mlly 

b e pel'mi t t.eel 1.0 !JOl,a t!J fl t t,he int,e)'ests of T nrli n a,lo llo will 

nominate it,R flnp,l recommC' ndation ', 

m ON, COAL AND MANG ANESE, 

It i~ a pl easing fpatut'e of the ne\\' ind IIskial spidt that 

Indian mOl'chants ilTe turning their a ttention to the mining of 
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cORI and UlRnganpSl', Tt iR gmlif)'ing t,liat recently a f w coal 

a;1d mangnnes()' ConCl'l'lIS h.\\'e boen IRl1llched by Indians with 

Inrli.'J.n .:apitnl. Ignol'l\llre hno hi t b rto hindered our progress, 

Tv en~ul'e futlll 'e pl'ogl'es>'< it would be well if steps wOI'e taken to 

tl'Aill Llldiall expol't,~ ill Geolol!,l', Mining aod Metalllll'gy, The 

8ugb'el'tion put fOl'\val'o II\st )1':11' by th e lion'bl e MI', VithnJdas, 

\' iz" thAt all (,OI11pani('s fOl'lned ollt,fd']o )11(lia fOl' mining should 

be compell ed 1) GO\'('I'nllh'nt to \'e~e l'l'e :\ pOl't,ion of their stock 

£01' I ndiaH in\'e, lol's, i" wOl,thy of ('ol1siciemtioll, The difticulty 

lies ill the f:lI't t,hat I'ic). f(ll'eigll (,lIpitali"t,s :II'e Rati~fied with a 

smalJrl' \'ptn l'lI thn,n J IIdi :l ll im'l-stlll's, flllll that, the latter 

gellemlly fi g ht, ;;h)' of nllCcl't"ill illvestment! , The TRta 

Il 'on \0\'01 ks 11I:\I'k au f'p"C'h ' "lnkillg iu.lvanre in milling and 

mf't.al·lul).:Y, :lIld " )'0 pr'pg ll:lIlt with vel'y f>ll' · \'ellchiog 

reRu l t~, 

'flU: fSU('A lt INJ) US'f ltY, 

Th p l lIiteel Pl'o\'in('('~ of Agl'fl. allJ Uuoh supply half the 

h?me' gl'.)\vlI Huga l', iJllt it, is 110W )'l'coming clelll' tlmt our 

sng:lI' I'l 'oducLion is losing gl'Oullci ill cOlllpetit,ion with t,hat of 

Jfl\'fI, Mnul'it,ius, nllci Gpl'many, The StI)(ulps/ti Ilgitation is 

. tl')'illg to en li ~t, the I'eli gio ll s "el'lIple~ of the people in favour 

of m~Li ve !<lIg;lI', hu t tho I'l';Iet,i(';I) lllH'stion of extendi ng the 

illdigpnous industry "(,Dl:liliH I1I1Sol\'erl. )Je""nps Mr', Hndi's 

n \\' \\' tty of 1II11king HUg" I' mny "id ill the solut.ion, More 

inig"tion workM rn"y hnf;ten t,ho (If'sil'ed I'osult, The difficulty 

of getting flugll. rcn ne "II the yonr' ronnd if! at the root of the 

question, It, is not ea."), to suggpst a rellledy, The refinement 

of mol" e~, ho\\'e\'6", pays fai rly \\',,)1, if the manufacture of 

rum as a bye·product is pel'mitted by the tate, Our patriotic 

countrymen Rl'e, hOWCVIW, in enl'nest, and Mll.dl'RfS is going tv 

have a ugar factol')' soon, 
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JUTE AND SILK, 

The jute and silk industries al'e •. Lt present confilled to 

Bengal, but the jute mills are financed and mfl,naged by Euro

peans, We, on thi ' f; ide of India, Bre unable fully to undel'stand 

the lattel' phenomenon, Thel'e is no reason why awa,keneri Bengal 

should not claim a shal'e ill thi.s thri"ing illJlI~tl'y, In the article 

of silk, Benga.l has a praeticn.l monopoly, though K'lshmir is pre

paring itself to enter the lists, J'J'aiseworthy eJI())'ts '1I'e made 

in Mysore to procluce Rilk on a cOL1l mel'cinl onsis, ;\'lahraja 

S>l.yaji R,ao, t he enlightell od I'ulel' of BtU'EJclfl, bas tllken the 

que.;tion in hand fol' th e henefit of GII.i'~ I '''t, A Decca n Hmh 

min \\'ho hft , r et llf'ned fl'om J"p"" aft;er st,urlyillg sel'iculLnre 

in all its l1l'anches 1J:\~, it I.; "taL('cl, "tmtcrl a smnll and 

successful f'lCtUl'Y of his OIl' Il III t.he I\ollk I., It IS to be 

hoped thftt hi .; holr] eX>1l1lple \lill filld ent,el'prising imitators 

else w hel'e, 

L(';ATIJER ANIl p ,I), ('; ll 1>I'-J) {rl'nJm INDUSTRl J;S , 

The leather indust",v is ;,(,':u)u:11Iy >;p l'eaJ ing, th ough n.o 

impl'('s~ion .. eelnR to hal'(' lWf'I. l1Iarie Oil the import,s :1, yet. 

The effol,ts of M 1', Chatted,on, of l\'f;vlJ 'ns, in UIlS direction :1I'e 

dfl~el'villg 01' ;;I'ea,t praise, Hut th~ fj, ' ld fo\' leather rnanuf"c- . 

tures is sti ll vel'y flxte nRive, fOl' we export skillS Itnd hicles of 

the value of TIs , 14 Cl'01'es. A I'Hct,C I'y at Nnvs:u'i fLn,) 1I.1Iother 

at Bomb,))" both lately started, are doing good husine's. 

Thet'e is no I'eason wby evel'y province should not h.n'e a 

leathel' fRcto)'Y of its own. The new Alemb:c Chemical 

vVorks at Bombay mark a valuable depa rture, which is preg

nant with important l'esults in the iUlmediate futui'e, The 

gla works at UllIbll.lla, Dehra Dun anri BRnkipul' art! among 

the offspring of the new Swacleshi spirit in British India. Cheap 

railway freights are especially necessary in the case of 
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g\n, wn l·p. Ello\neJleJ WiW3 n.nd pottery hrtve been tn.ken in 

hn.nd by plltr i ~tic Ben <Ya li gentl flmen, n.nd the VictoriR. Tee·hni

CR.I InsLitute nt BomhflY train!! you ng men in 'nfllO lling. 

l1\'gicnl tools of pxC'eli ent rini ~h t.ra now prodllc d 10cll']ly in 

l~ombfly n.nd Rold fi t, rt r ensonRhlfl prict'. A tob:lC'cO fn.ctory 

neftI' the Ra. lT e phlCe r .• u~t be I,t'ckoned n.l1long the prcgreF;.'I ive 

wOl'kR of the )'P-Ilt'. 'l'ltel'p i" of cou t'Ra, n.b undR.nt room for 

theFc indu Rtri t'R nil O,t' l' the countl·y. 
llOME lNDU' 'rRll':S. 

The qllE'. t ioll of 'Tentin~ home-indllst,rie>; for ollr r ura l 

n.t'e'lR iR one desel'ving 01 serious 

thfln G months in t,hfl yE'ft l' n.lmost 

considt'rn t,ion . F or more 

the whole ngd cultural 

popllbtion of un ilTign.t d t l'f1ct,s is absolutely withollt lI,ny 

employment. It might g l·Pltt l.\' impl'Ove t,her materia.l condi

tion if RO mE' hll.ndi cmfts Ru itR.ble to their nee(ls could be 

Ruccl'Rsfully introdllcetl into our ruml IIl·eIlS . The handloom 

mil)' Ilnswer the purposll in mrtny casps, Knitting a.nd lace

Ill!l.king 11.11'10 Rllgge!>t thell'!sel vE''l . The mfltter is very importa nt, 

Ilnd su~gpstions or papers dealing with it ought to be invited. 

EDUCATION. 

o l'cview of nRtionll1 industl'io'l can be com plete without 

a reference to the subj ect of Education. I Lave touched 

upon t he deficiency of ~he labo ur supply for fnctories. 

Agricul ture mnkes t he Ra me complaint. PlAgue is no doubt 

one of it.'1 principal CIlURes, b llt there a"e others ef a deeper 

kind . The IRbourer in the principal intlustrial centres gets 

higher wages than he can dil'lpose of Recording to his present 

idea. He is very ignorant and his wants are few. He 

squanders I\. considerable proportion of his earnings on liquor 

!md also on flimsy foreign finery. If he still has money left 

he deliberately absents himself from work till his pocket is 
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Aga in empty. I n the meanwhile, his dwelling continues to ?e 

insfl.Tlitary, his load of deb t l·em!1.ins undirnini'shed, and bis 

food n,l so r em:llns t,he is:Hne fl S befol'e. ] t is ~Lbsolloltely 

necessRI 'Y, if his condition is t o be r eally el evated, that he 

should r eceive a so ulld .. Iementa )') educ.\ t ion. It is the duty 

of the ~tate as well 'I S of th e I'ie ll to IJI 'uvid o this as ex 

t ensively as possibl l'. From an in d ll st l'ial poiut of vie\v, it is II.S 

much n eecl ec1 as fl'OUJ nny oth el'. The llll:tli ty of thi ' ought to 

be such flS will lIIake hill1 physica.lly I'ob ust , a nd lllenta lly a nd 

morall y E',] u a l 'to his fo),e ig n cO lupt'tito r . 

Tlt e n (>pd of t ec hnic: '" e,l ul'a ti ll lL ti ll a b)'oad scale is now 

equally:t.ekn owl eJ gec1 . The GO V8 1'1I111 t' II L ulig ht ue I'easo l\ ~ bly 

eXIJectecl t,o take t,h e len d, h ut th e q nestiolJ is Il nati ol1fd one a nd 

t he wh ole n:l t ic)II oug ht t o cOlll li ill tl to pl'ovi,ie it. J t is 0111' own 

proul l'm, :U1d we ;;11 011111 apply \l UI ' sll " 1I1 ,1,, 1'>; i ,l t,he wheel to tll 'illg 

a bout t il e nesir':I I )'cslIl t. T he d iJ1i('u ll.), uf g'ptti llg t he fUlld ::; is 

n ot so g re'l.t ns i" inw,;; ill ed. H ow to lJeg ill is [l1 ·,."dicnII Y:L more 

difficul t IlJ attel' tl ln n t h" rai ,:ing uf fu ud::;. .E , ~c li pl'ovince, in 
fact each distl'iet, ough t to ,1\l,'idp the line::; of ino us t'l y f:ll' which 

it will provide inelulStl'ia l ,lIl el t"chui (': t1 tmill ing 1'01' itself. B eng>l l, 

fOl' in:;t,fw ce, IlIigbt ;;e lcct the industl'i es of oilk, jute, telL, ,WOo 

indigo; t,he U nitbd l'l',l\' illc:es SUglll ', g i,lS,"" a nd wooll en lll:Lnll

fact ures; BUllIb:LY cOtiO Il , ;<l l.J wooll t'n , nnd so fO I,th . Tue ill flnu 

factul 'e of leal.ltel' oug ht to be ta ugh t i ll :tll Lhe provineial sch ools. 

imil rll'ly mec:b:LIIical engin eering, elc" t1'ic,t! engineering, anrl in

dustrial cll em isky might f 0 1'1II th e 1:' 1l 1:j i'c t -mfLttel' o ~ instl'llction 

ill >tll OU I' tech ni ca l sch ool ~. The point to ue co nstaut.ly kept 

befol'e the eye in a ll t hese cnO tla \'oHl's is t hat there ol.gh t to be 

a living conn ection betweon the t ecbnical school of a dis trict or 

pl'ovince and its artun.l or projected industries. Wben each pl'O

vince baS" at least one t eehnical school of its own it will be time 
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to, t h ink of It uig and a ll -emhnl(, ing polytechnic in titute for the 

whole of llldia, ' FIlI,tiler, ~ 11 illciustJ-ia l proa l" t;S ultimately de

pend.:; on I:'('ifl il tific kllowl edge, f t is to be hoped tbn,t th e Tata 

R sen)'(~h Jllstitllte w ill ~!ln'o HS the head I'('sl' ["voir tlmt wi l1 per

petuII l1 y t'l' l'lplIislJ :1 11 t.h .. tcl'h lli (~fl l ill ~t i tlltiollS of the country 

with t.h,· j"n'sltl'st ilc h ievelllellL~ of sciPll ce 'tnd urt, 

Til r eq uil 'PDlell t,s uf t he l'rllduetivo il.ciustry wil1 be m t by 

~ prov isioll rot, " t:(lur~t of l-.lU(',I.t.iu ll :IS ju~t inciicated, uut to 

coulplt't.e ow' Ilatiuna l P'I lIil' lIll'llt il,el ust t'ially, H. school 01' ('ol lege 

pl'v\·iding It ~'lllll'Oll,lIll'l'I'in' ('our~() is Vet'y mll!'h lIeeded, Among 

tho "uhjcd$ tll :tt HI:!)' I,e t,;lught in S Ul'!! Ill: illst.itut iun mil)' be 

i lw lll.l cd II:cLi oll :tl :luel (:O" 'Il Opoli L:1I1 politiclI l economy , private 

" lid pili di e illt.e rllatioll:ll law, C'otn lllel'l'i '1 1 law, t h e eoultn rcia.i 

pol i('y uf t.h!' I. adillg lI :lLi o"", Ollt· 01' twu fUI'I, igll Iangllflge~, coru' 

wCl'C'i:c1 allel pc. litil': cl gCllgl'llJ,hy, :!lIeI ,.;tutistil's of k ude aud com

mel'(,o, ngl'i('u ltlln' , l1I:lIlUf:!C'tUl'C'H, :llld lIIilJillg; and Iustly cur

r ency 

CUl\('LUJJ/1(t: IU, MA lOtS. 

The H"",flli " esH ul' thi" (," ' lIfpI 'e llcc is HOW placed beyond ques-

tion, I to f-'ti ;'c tll:dl) I'Ul' ll~~!'H the i;ltC'I'C.-;t of Lll public in UU I' in-

• cl uslt'ies which: •• 1:' '' Ulntt(, I' vI' vi Lal illl pol't,llnce to the whole nntion, 

The vel ')' able papers IHittell uy gentlewen possessing sp cinl ex

}JOl't knOll ledgo wuic:h tlds Uonfel'ellc !Jas been the means 

of evuk it'g, fOll'l uy tholilselves It wine uf vII I liable infor

mnti(m , Til e J)it'('cto l'Y of Indiull 'oods, Ivhich may be 

claimed as th · "'peciul wOI'k uf OUI' ind eflltigabl e eCl'etal'Y a nd 

llis sudf, is u prorluctioll of gl'<llLt pmcticalu tility, .l:3j Ulaking it tbe 

Ul dillOI of arlvel,tiseIlleot for 0 1,1' pl'OOllCel'/:l nod 'wade8hi con

sumenl, its s(:ope will be gt'eHt1'y 6nltugerl, The exhiLitiun of 

Indian products, which has been abnndoneo this year for un

avoidable reasons, will, it is hoped, a lways form an ad junct to our 
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a nnnal gathel'ing, It if! !'I qnestioll wileLhel' the . annual exhibi

tion may not be taken up by t ile Cunfel'en('e, cf COll l'se wil,h the 

help a nd !'Ictive co-opel'!'Ition of t,lI e COllgr efiR R eception 'Com

mittee, The idea thnt the Exhibition is a mere show is not 

borne Ollt by facts, l'l'odll <:eI's ex hi hiting theil' goods hD,ve 

obtllined a degree of pu!Jlicity for them which wouln haye been 

othel'wise hardly att.fLi11:1 ule, Furthel', it mfl,ke>; the mRtel'ialR 

fOl' a comprehensive nil'ector ), of TnniRI1 goods Allsily !'Iccessible, 

While a considerAule PI'OPOl'tioll of the visitOl'S must be sight

seers, there is always an illJ!Jul 'tfint but incl'easing minority who 

benefit by it even COlllnJetTi:d l/, A few foreign ri vRls mll,y 

perhllps derive IlnnlntAge fl 'OII1 it, Hilt indllstl'hlism is now an 

internntional mce, in whieh the fitt,(,Rt will win , At the same 

time, we Ill'e Alwnys rendy to Adopt Hllgg sti)ns for making it 

widely beneficial. 

It will be well if eac h sepal'llte pro\'inee is lI,ble to have its ' 

Industl'ial Conference as the Unitell PI'u\' iIlCP"; hAd IA.tely , There 

is milch that is cummon to all the pl'ovillces, be ides cel'tlrin 

matter tllAt nre mom or le, 's locnl. I L is fo!' the National 

J noustrill I Confel'pnce to (iefll with t.he generfll topic!', Imd R Iso 

to offfll' RuggeRt,lons even to locn 1 Confe)'ellee~. • 

'While t,he lines of wOI 'k hithel'to plll'RUed ml1y be contin ued 

with ndvAntage, it will IlrOllSe and sllf<tnin general interest, if 

pmctical aimR lue flRsoci::ttod with 0111' h\bollrs, The prizes for 

an improved Ill1lldloo.Jl are very appr-opl'i ate, 'fh e Conference 

may simihrly encollrage the Hcquisition uf specia lized practical 

knowledge in directions suggested by tho e who are in touch 

with industries, The encoumgement may tAke the shape of 

scholarships, of prizes fo!' proficiency in advertised subjects, or 

for monographs on particular industries that now await practical 

action, For these and other purposes that may be named, large 
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funds Ilre needed, I it patriotic to wi h them to come from 

outSide sympathisel's? Can they come from other people? Has 

nny M.tion ever been indu trially regenet'ated by external help? 

Th re are many here who, I n[O sm' , would pl'oudly spurn the 

idea of receiving sllch as istance, Let. us never forget that 

nntions nre mllele by themRelvl'~'" In this as in all Oltr' other 

Activities, self-help !tnd celf-sacrifice ollght to be our wat('h

WOl till, Let every p,\triotic Indian who feels tue existing 

poverty of hi country honestly contt'ibute his mite, and exert 

Iti l-! best to get others to do the same, To quote His Highness 

Mahl\l'aja Sayaji Rao's words ' "To help in ~he indu'ltrial move

ment of the pre ent day is a duty which devolves on a.ll 
equally," Let us then earnestly net in this Rpirit, and ample 

fnnds will be always at OUt' disposal. 



WELCOME ADDRESS 

BY 

PROF. T. K. GAJJAR, 

Chail'man of the Reception Committee oj the 

J'kin l lndttst"ial CUHjel'ence, SU1'at, 1907, 

+. 
HI'OLbcl'-Deleg;ltes, L :ldies 'tnd Gentlomen,- Befol'e I pl'oceed 

to c1isehal'ge tIl e c1l1tieH assign eel 1.,0 me by the R eceptiolJ Com

mittee of the Tbit'd Inc1l1striR I Conferel!ce, I must Oaet, my 

apology 1'01 ' my innbility to rio jURt,ice to tl,\;) t'e;;pcnsible work 

entl'm;t IJcl to me, I II:1Ve uftC'1I been invited uy kinci -beal'ted 

fri enJ ,.; to ~pe:tk 0 11 th e Le pics ('o nn ected with my 

lines uf wOl'k , 1 Imvl', I. " w(;:\,e l' , uec·n ouliged to declille the 

invitatioll H, : \,/0; J ha\'e Hlw:t)''' fe lt Ill) Helf .iiilici ent a iJout velltllr

ing 011 pu bli c platfoll1\;;;, J have 11 0 IWI'('clit:lI'Y Hptitude for ' the 

a.rt of publi c ;;; poc, kill " , being u;) l'n of all :u ,tis:l'l family, an.l have, 

the ref 0 1(', coutented myself with doillg whatevel' other work 
• 

lay within my powe!'. Bllt tho cili zens of SUt'n t - the place of 

Illy uirLh - nolllillate,1 me t " t, h III 0\\(1 IH'i vil ege, for which I am 

tballkl'ul to th ew; of HCl'OI 'dilig to y.lll all - the I'epro 'entatives 

of lndustl'i ,t1 Int.lia- a heal'ty weloolll\-l worthy of the city which 

was the gl'c:,te.;t iud ust!'i>j,] amI CO llllll El l'oial \!dn tt'e 0:1 this side of 

Indit~ umler' the l\1ogli ul", and J coulclllot rjediue the nomination, 

It was hel'e at 't1l'itt that OUI present l'lIIers got a footing as 

tra,lel'S after l'oallling ove1' se:!l-. , and it was here that they estab

Ii hed the factory which develo)Jed, in the course of centuries, into 

a great Empire, SUl'at then was in the zenith of her glory. 
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kill, iutelligerwe, entel 'pri~e nnd commerce combined to shed 

Ills tl'e ovel' it, :But nlns ! now its glol'Y has gone nnd its energy 

and flc,tivity have declineo, The wot'i.l-\ 'enowlled arts of SUl'at 

now IRck the spirit of pl"ogl'el:k~ a.nd lillger behind the advances 

of S0ience, At this pi ee thon, gelltlemen, I give you a most 

cordial welcome, 

Hi;;. in tIle fitlle~H of thing,.. that this Conference should 

ml'et &t a phtce whi ch fU\"lIiHhl"~ ,Ill ohject-Ic>ison of our present 

ecoD(lmic Rituation an,1 wldeh ;;h,)llld conseq ll ently in pire and 

btiro ulate the l>:tt reci wOI 'k we have ulI (ltn'tllken, It was a happy 

idea of the Ben>ll'c>i E xhibi t ion Uontlllitteo to ol'gR.nise, iu onl18O

lion with the lndl1st l"ial E xhibi t ion, 1111 Indlls t.rial Conference. 

111 doing HO thl'Y too k the pmetiel\ I step witbout which, 

:tCCOI'd ing to the i'enetr'ativtl oiJS(JI'vation of the Hon, Dr, Rash 

Beluu'i ClIoHe, exhibitions wel'e IIselesH, The practical genius 

.of the gl'eat R an:do :llso had pel"l'eiven the necessity of 

industrial conferences, wilieh wu re c,'n~e(lu ell tly held in Poona 

In, th e yea l'>i I I)\) 1 !:l~ - !):l, Hut this rn ')vement did not 

contilille :d't,c l ' tho elE'\'a.tioll of !\fl', H,flnaOe to the bench of 

the BOlllbHY High UOIlI t, Its spiL"i t Illy dor'mant, It was 

~o:el'\'ed 1'0 1' a U uj rtmti colonist of U ppel' lndia, the Hon. 

l\[unshi Malll,o btl, with the ,tid e co-operation of Mr, R. 

, N, Mudholkfu', to I'evivs tlte lII oveut ent aud seoure the co

opemtion arHI ::;y rupa t,hy of a ll workers-whet.her official 

or non -oflicinl - ill Lhe CU ll 'S of India's industrial pro

g l'et's, The CODfel'enee Wf\S Ift llDChed at a very opportune 

moment, a. moment when India experienced tmvails caused by 

the birth of far-reaching moveme,nU;- a momeut when the 

S\ adeshi movement swept over t he whole continent, wel

comed and supported by :all people,- rich 01' poor, literate or 

iIJit.el'ate. 
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The national spirit embodipd in the sessions of the Indian 

Nat,i(,nHl Congrm~R grtVe a tangible shApe ill 11)01 to our indus

trial endeavours by tbe institution of fLn Indllstl'in l Exhibition at 

Calcutta under 1,he organ ising tR.lent of the Hon , MI', J, Chaudhri , 

The sessions thRt followllo org:mised these shows 0 )) a mOl'e 

01' less grand and comprehensive sCil.le, But it must be 

said they wel'e not pel'vadell with the spirit and illsipht which 

advRneed industria.! Dlttions have mauifested in the exhibitions 

held by them , Instead uf making f1.l'rangernents to .. how the 

processes of mllllllfactul'e om' I'aw products pass thl'Ough in 

foreign countdes, -or suggesting lines of development for OUI' 

existing il!ldustl'ies, we collected samples of articles mnnufactul'ed 

in Indill to give Iln opportllnit,y to the agents of foreign manu

facturel's to take minute notes of them and prepare their cheap 

machine-made-imitations to replace our manufactures in our own 

market, These remarks will, I hope, be bome in mind when, 

such aims and exhibitions are ol'ganised in futlll'o, 

The short time at our' dispoRal has not enabled us to exhibit 

Indian-made articles on these grounds, ·We have tl'ied to meet 

this deficiency by holding a small but excellent exhibition of 

handlooms, including sOIDe from 8urat itself, This is the fil 

time, therefore, that our Confel'ence meetR without its parent 

institution, Thi break, let us howev"r hope, will conduce to a 

modification of th" ideals of future exhibitions, 

Brother-delegates, we have a em bled here to deliberate with 

a view to take practica.J steps for the vital question of the 

industriall'egeneration of ourselves, on which all o~heJ' questions

political, social, religious-depend to a greater or le~ extent, 

This platform of science and ind ustry makes room for a.ll claBSes 

of the people to lUeet together, laying aside personal ambition, 

political animosity, religious prejudices and State officialism , 
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so t.hat they could all combine 10 lin unanimous effort to raise 

evel'y cll\ ' In society to a higher condition of per onl\l 

excellence and us fnln e:SR, and extinguish c1l\ss diEtinctiolls by 

diffusing equ~l education . We h.we tl\ken in hand this most 

vitll.l question sun we ("Lnnot n.lIow nny further time to pa by, 

without ol·gn.niil"'o ILction, 1;0 mise our 'lation to the rank from 

w h ieh it lvts fallen. 

r may now C!"Rve your indulgence for >I, brief reference to 

the g !"cn t. pl'oblellls on which th industrial efficiency of a nlltion 

<lepenns. Kcerin g :tAiol e t he political, geogra.phical and socio

logic;t1 fn ctOl 'H , we InfL)' tuuch Lhe ecooornie fRctOI' which bave 

been I'epca,tedl y pointe(l ont ill lu(' irl Run defir.ite lang:tage as 

being avaihble in OUI' cuun t l'Y . OUI' fel'til e hnrls, ri ch mines, 

Vllst forcsts Iwd h.do en irensuJ' !:,~ , the natu\'al fOl'ces pent up in 

the mighty wa terfalls of th e 1'i\'CI'R that il'rigate Innia- the 

' (,lI pi tn l hOilroed in temples il nd inve;;ted in non · inoust1'ia l trans

n ·tioIlH- l;he a Ul111 c1ant !:t bo lll' t nl\t Cil.n UO obtained on easy 

te,'rns - Iwv nc,t a l'l'csted the necny a nd povel·ty with which we 

:l I'e ove\'lvhelmed, OUI' ig nomnce ano apllthy , nnd the influence 

exel'ted by fUl'eign lllanu fndl1l'el''; on (our ti Hcal policy, have 

r eo uce(l 11 ;; tn such It stnte . 

Fo\' the last so UlallY year;; we hnve been working for the 

pl'ogl'eRs of 0111 ' IhLtioll, but, J must l'I:\y, wi t hont a proper gt'asp 

of the motho(]s ano ;tints (,f tllf,t progress, We have neglected the 

lilies of t he soluti un of eCI)flornic pt'oblems foll owed by the fOl'e-

most I.l\tions of to-dlly. ol[\ e of ollr nl\tional problems would 

ere now have been ol ved to rtgrea t extent, if systematic technical 

education along with geneI'lL! education had been introduced 

throughout India, J apan adopted technical ed ucation 25 years 

aftel' our beni~n Government initiated the present educatiolla1 

system in India, and during such a short period she has become 
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a comparaoively trained nation, trained to think, trained to do ~he 

best along allY linp. that mny tum up and hnf; gl'OIVil into It wodd

power whose frier.d f:hip and goodwill are sOllght by "othel' 

nations. But what has been om fnte ? 0111' indigenouf; indus

tries have been erippled by foreign competition 01' I.ave langlJi~herl 

for want of a proper application of l.he modern industrial methorl~. 

The nation that proudly rnllpcl hp. I·, 'elf t,ho wOI'kshllP of the 

world, allowed our count.ry to be degraden into one of the chief 

markets of the world. FOI'Pign "yndicatpf; make lise of India's 

nn,tnral forces to deprive her of minel'nl \\·p.Altll, in the absence, 

among ot.her causes, of entprpri sp :lnd ~,deql1al,p' training on the 

part of the p60ple. 

For eXlI mple, the MYf;orp Gm'erllment is genpmting electric 

power in the Cauvery at a tremennollR out,J:1T of its peoplu'A money 

and hf\S leased it to a foreign Ryndil~:1t.c tn exploit, the mineral 

wealth of the State in r eturll for:l SmAil roynlty. The reROUl'Ces. 

of the State are doubtle~s devf'lopen lhereb.", hilt its people hnve 

not been profit,ed t.o the ('xt('nt. thp), ought to hR,ve been, Rnd 

bl1,e not acquired any nptitu rln fO!' Rr il'n tific mining or fOl' 

mRking Ilse of the nHtur:.1 forcps. 

'Vhllt i thus hRppening in Mpol 'p. also opel':ltes mOl'e or les 

alJ over the cOllntl'Y. The IlldiA,1l Coven,mont iH tl'ying to 

develop the mineral reSOUl'ces of J ndin, but it must be borne 

in min,; th"t the deyelopment of" cOlln try is quite differ

ent from that of its pcoplp. The exploitntion of A meric.'1, 

Africa and Am;trRli 'l has I'ef;u lted in the ex t,in,rtion or se rfdom 

of the original inh"bitants.* The pre;;en t AmiI' of Afgh>l,ni ·tan 

* "If," adds Mr. Clark, "the Governmcnt would grant railway and 
mining concessions to foreign el's, the counky would develop mpidly, for 
its mines alone would attract many prospectors and, if found to be as 
extensive as curt'ently believed, much capital would follow. Tbe Govern
ment and people, however, are united in opposing any concessions to 
fOI'eigners."- The Indian Tntde JOlt1'1Utl, Dec. 12, 1907. 
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fully realises thi differl'nce n.nd does not gmnt conce ions to 

fOl'eign cnpitalists to work the rich mineral deposits in hi 

countr~, but ngages foreign expl'rt~ to tmin his subjetts to 

oel'elop the reSOUl'ces of t he ('ollntry them~e l ve8, This shows 

tbat the Amir cnres more f Ol' t.h e pel"nIAn ent interests of his 

!mbjeetll, t,han iOl' t,h tempol'lLr)' gAin to hi s treasury from 

conc 'iol\oq to fllrElign ~} ndica t.e;< I'n ellsy tel'ms, 

Th <'l chArge of this neglpC't of d uty, howeyel', doe not 

wholly Il'tta\!h to (lU I' Go\'prnmeJlt, We 1I111. t "hn.re it in pn.rt, 

bOOR Il!<e the piooeers of mOd El'll ilJdul'tl'ies in 1 rodin, have not 

combil, NI th eir energil'f< toget.her to deyise ways ItOO men.ns for 

o"ganising a syst.em of tpchlliC'AJ educA.tioo mnnAgel1 by nnd for 

them, 

W shut our eyps to t.h e benefits other mltionR hA.ve ren.ped 

thl'ough An eflicient I'llluC'ntiol lfll "ystem in th -il' conntrie" Our 

' vel'y bones nud mA.rrow (il il seeds) A,re I'Xpol,t p,l to fOl,tili,'e other 

In.nds, Itnd OUI' corn iH ex port,tjd to feerl ot,h rs wh en our people 

bnrely gAt cnn meAl pOl' dn.y, Om' I'n,w pl'orluctfl nl'e sent to 

foreign countril's Itnd impol'tpcl "s mnnufActured goods, Thus 

the la l'ge mn.rrin of profit thn.t "holllrl hove RPrvdd to feed 0111' 

wn bl'et,hren goes to onl 'ic'h th e fOl 'eign mOl1ufltctul' I', 

All this hApppns limIer OU I' uwn eyes, Not being provided 

with the modern inol1stri,,1 facilitiHfl lind meot,al equ ipment, we 

have been redurer\ to n. Rtato of helpleRsness Auel we sufnl1: our

flelve to be irnpovel'isheo Anrl om' country to be exploited by 

foreigners, 

I ennnot omit to mention in t,hiR connection the work the 

Government and Rome of our enlightened people have done in 

thi directi on, OUl' rulel's have in their own wily And in accordance 

with their light Ilnd interest fostered education, genern.l and 

tech nica.1 , Lave oar-ried on ecoDomic and ind\lstrial investigations, 
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have o"g!l.nised departments deemed necessary for the indus~rial 

exp!l.nsion of modern times- unciel,taken experiments anci 

convenecl conferences for the development. of the resou ces of 

India. But the people of thi cou ntry have themselves availed 

but li ttle of tllt'se sU I'veys of thE' reports and monographs 

publishecl by the Government. (11' of tIle results of its experiments 

and investig!l.tionR, beeau~e tlley wel'e nevel' ta ught th,.e modern 

methods of handling indlls tl'ia.l qllestions. 

III ti, BRme way, t.he IHI 'ge Rums subscribed by our people 

were utiliseci by the Gov('I I: ment for' edllcationr.l pUl'poses in 

accorcian{)c with the 1)J 'oolV>l lelit ideas about. ed ucll.tiolJ . Had a 

pOI,tion of these SlIInS been spent ill eciucatillg our artisans, 

fal'm ':lrs Rnd eapit;tl ists in the ways :lnd means pursued by the 

people of Europe ~Lrlci AIlH'l'ica, we \\'ulI l(l not have be' n made 

depelloent on otben;; for' the noce>islu 'ieH of Olll' life. OUI' Pdl.cas· 

inkod Ilceo fa ci I itips for tecllllica I stuo ics ill t.hei)' States, bu t their 

lll eaSll l'es wel'e not ('aJTi e·l out. ill tile )'ight patriutic sp irit wh\ch 

oem;) nils in eOllca t.ioll i~t.~ ea)'),eHt ne~s, com pleteness nrod foresight, 

e, pecially iu It Goullt.)'y like India, )'ic ll iu !'USIlUl'ces nlHl abound

ineY in people ,uld ict.ed to cOlIsel'v~\ti ve nnd explorloo n1othorts of 

wOl'k Rnd Ullfl.W>1.I'U of the pl'Gg )'es~i\'e and Rcientific methods of 

adV>1.I1C' ci lI:ttion~, 

LOl'd Relty's f>LIIlOIIS l'eHolut.i on on iE'chnical education fell 

into deselltllde b eH lI~e persons entl'ust,ed to can'y it Ollt Jid not 

posses>: the e 'enti,,1 qUl\lifi c,.tioll t~lst mentioned. The I' solution 

aimed at making il' J, J Al,t ,'chool a. centl'a.l ill tit'lte fol' art 

indl1stl'ie~, the V, J, T. Institute olle 1'0)' mecbanical indu tries, 

and the Poonn. Oollege of Science one fol' scientific :\IId technologi

cal studieR. But when M.) ', Chntfield wn.s interpellated in t.he 

Bombay L egisla.tive Council as to the fa.te of the resolution, his 



PROF. T. K. GAJJAU. 153 

r.eply was to t~e effect thl1.t the fll'oblom of indnstriltl training 

was being solved by the l3:1I'0(l:\ T echniclIl School. 

• The RRlllbhl1.vAn of BIII'uda \\'~;; institut 0 when H , H. the 

Grekw3r initiated his enligh tened policy fOl' the IIdvancement of 

his snhjlwb', Genel'a l eOllcHtioll, tho fOllllO'ttioll of all tech nical 

-edllcR,ticll, WAR rnnoe f" eo alld compulsory in one dIvision of the 

'tA.te, i ." , in Amn·li, ,llIn I,) thi~ I,illle it i" ext.ended to Idl the 

flivisiclllR, TIll'e to l'Mlo !'chotll;; w!'ro ,, 1:;0 openeo. A ' tate 

UIII~e\llll wn " estaj, lislwn 'Illn It s)'Rtell ! "f inn 11 stl'i II 1 loans was 

in~titnt en on t;he lin !'!'; of I,he (' lIlt,lI[,C' s:';;torn of Jnva suggested 

hy the gl'eltt Ranlldt>, Thi;; I iiJol':l I poli cy ell(;oUlllged me to 

OJ'gllniRe the 1\01,,\.1II1.v>l1I whi ch h",l fOl ' i ts id('IlIl., the Zurich aDd 

Chnl'!ol,tenulIt'g T"chllieal ~'kh('o l s, 1 t 1I11 .1f'I,took to impart in

strlH'tion in "neh suhjoet'li as 11'0111.1 not ullly ~el 've t he pl'flsent 

inoll , tl'ill l neerl" uf tho pl'opl o, b ut cllllltll' Ihrm to stnrt new 

• industries. Aftel' mnkillg 1'0111(' pl't'limilllll'Y l'('mal'ks, ] shnll 

I'ofpl ' to the w(" ,k ,10110 1.,Y it ill l,hi" dil't~(,tioll, 

The illclll try that o<'C'lIpiPI; " 1"'Olllill(' lIt place HI OU I' com

lI1 e l'C'i rti life i" the IlIil1 illolll~I, " y, I L" e lInmon'ial :l nd mechani

("tl sid",; IlI 'e IItt.t'lIn"rI to, but" ulltil l'p('PIII,ly, 110 thought WIIS 

novntf'cl 1,0 th ,i E'\ el/lprnollt of ii,,, "hl'lIIic;,l ann II I,t,is tie fiIo,pects, 

OUI' L .. chllical schools fll 'e pal't.ly 1'''''I'')II"i\, lo fOl' the lI eglect of 

tbpse impOl'toll.llt rad,OI's in IlIill illriU k!.t'y, With the single 

-exception (>f the KahUhlt"HIl, 1 , II\~y I'estpd satisfier] with the 

pl'Ovision of instl'lictill ll, whi('h tile ex istillg neens of t,he indus

tl'Y l'E'quil'ed :UI,l took no HtE'pS t.o illti'ocillc Rtudie neeessary for 

its flll ,thet' developru tl nt , The V, J, T eclillicaJ Institute is now 

a l'I'auging fol' instl'uotionin dyeing ,lid textile chemistry twenty 

years afte l' the K r.I .. bhav:ul to k lip the slIbjects at BtH'oda, 

The KIII"hhllvRn hn,d ,'gr Ant s hal'e in the intl'Odu('tioll ef I,he 

dyeing indu 'try in India, When 0111' veg table colours \VerB 
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driven out fl'om the wOl'ld 'f\ mm'k et, which they h a d h eld for cen

turipJ;, by th e u1'l J' vpll ous COIOHI'S m odern f'h emistry hn.d ex traded 

from con I-tal' ; wb",n O UI' rl yPI'f\ a nrl wea vel's wer e l'erlll cl1(1 t o 

poverty , t h eir occupntions hflv in g been t ak ell IIp by o thel's, th er e 

w aR n o l'eCOlil'SP left b llt t o m Ake n se of thpse n ll w colo1\r8 find n ot 

t o pfly nnll ecp~Rfl ril y fo r t.h e PI 'OCpS;; of r1 yeing cfl 1'l'ied 0 11 out.~ id e 

Ind ifl .. G erm fl ny, t h p Il ome of t h r;;e chpmicA I rl y e", "'flS fll}xiom; t o 

secure a m A,rket, for tlw m ill I nrl in, 0 111 ' mill indll RtJoy also n eeded 

I\. h eal th y g r owth fl IH] de l'elopllH' ll t, Th E'i'w cOl1s idel''Iotions ]eJ 

m e t o RII gg'pRt. to th p g'1'P: Jt, (\(,10111 ' m a nllf:u:t llf'er R of G el'[TIftny to 

t m in st ll dpll t s nnrl ill st,l'lI ('t Il: Jt,i l'e ,h 'en; in t.he usc of th eir 

dyeR if t hllY o es i f~ rl Jlloia. I,ll l ' ('COIllP o ll e () f their gr eat 

COnAUmpl'R, TIH' )' ll Ppl'(wif.,t,f'(] I,h e ,lIgg-c;;;l,inn a lit I a.ct,ed upon 

it, fl n rl Rt,lH'tp(] t h eil' ti l'S!' I llhol'f1.~'o l'y in t,h is I'P I'Y c ity a n d eom 

m encerl 1,0 i nsll 'llct st,u rlC' ll tF: flm] native dy(·rR in the pl'ocesses 

conn ect.ed wi t.h rl yeing. When ]\,1 ... J, N, Ta ta henl'd abo lit ' 

thi s, h e nt oncp com mlllli!'nt,C'd wit.h Jlle a n d m rui o u p Ids min<l 

t o a ppen d n (Iye- ho llse to his :ni ll , with t he h elp of dye rs tminoo 

in my pri vate J:, bo1'll1oOl'Y a t Hnl'odll., t';l'fm j) casU), htbomtol'Y set 

of rlyeing nppSll'flt ll i'< \\' flR Iwpsen tE'rl to h i" mill through m e by the 

Germa n III [\,nnf"rt , \Il 'p l'~, Dyeing f.l(' h onl~ wPI'e soon aH el' openerl lit"' 

Ahllletlflbflu, l)plh i , U"\\' II PCI't·, A1J.r iil;,u· fl nd oth er plaecs nnd er

m y RlIperviRion n lld 

a s tray ell ing ngell t.-: . 

Sll \' l' l'nl t.miller! rl yt' I'l-< wpre sent r ound 

Th el'p Il l'e Jl OW Re \' em] la boratories 

In B orn 1m)' ('onnecl,ed wi t. h O .. nn fl l1 o lli ee,; wh e.'e sturl ents 

a.re tl'Ri ned , Th C'!'<e :Ire t.he C'd !lCll t ionnl m eth ods the 

G erllla n i'< adapted for t h ei r pllrely counnpl'cinl purpose" and 

the res ult is the p resent I'enm l'k ::tble I'ovival in c ur rl yeing 

industl'y, My fri end Mr. Tul sira m, who introrlu red t:l y eing 

into MadurA., informed me, nt t.h e tim e of th ll last Bombay Con

gre , that 47,000 ol'a thi settle!'s hflve been blessing the trained 
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u);el' sent by me to MnonrR. some years brtck, nud the Gla. gO"IT 

turkey-reo ynl:u manufactUl'el's hn.d t.o !>enrl t.hE'il' IIgE'nt.A to 

Mndlua to enquire why all the imports wel'e f<topped nnd what 

wer!' the methocls of (lyeil~g lulorto thl'l·l'. Sinee thfl.t t,iml' fin 

exten,'ive use of ('onl-tlll' C:OIOIlI'R is LllII,rlo in [noia, ano t.hus is 

sR'I"ecl to her the mUI'gin of 10fit ;\\v>1l1ow~cl by LRneashire 

and 0l9fgow. The clyel's R IHI the (lXped,R of these German 

firmf< were n~sistE'd by th 'l students ()f the Kn l"bhnvn n in develop

ing the (lye-houseR of 0111' Lllill~, Th~y nre "R,ving the mill 

inoustry from stngnntion, >l I'e gil' ing I'fllnunel'll,tive work to 

thousRnds of workmpn nlHl i;holVing 1"'oluetil'e iI)V"Rtments of 

capital. They are Ru('cessfully working the ,lye-honF!I" which 

costly foreign eX:[(>I·tR fniled to ,in. 11.[\(1 it not Iw('n fOl ' thpse 

pioneers to whom the flouri shing ('onclitions of luills is indputed 

to a grent extenf" 0111' mnnufactlll'cl'S wonld Ilot, hl\l'\l been 

• ennblccl to meet the dernnn,ls th e ~\vflrleshi movement is mnking 

on them. 

, \Ye live in a time when new ideas are Rp refl,cling. For instance, 

mllny Lelieve - a nrl tht'il' 1I11mhol' iF! 0 11 tit., in C: I'ense- that since 

Go"emment cannot be exp<-cted to pl 'o mote 0111' illrlnstries by II. 

!tOlic)' of protection, we Rhould promote tltem oll l'selves by menn 

of It. consumers' lengue to boycott fOl'eign al'ticloFl. N OIV I do 

not wish to assert either that boycott if! a ltogE'thel' impmctiCil.ble 

or it is altogether' usel es... . Whnt l do wish t.o point out is that 

boycott can nevel' by itself solve fln incIIs tl 'irLI pl·oblem. For 

instance, the woorl agl'iculturists of Enghnd boycotted indigo, 

bl'll'nding it "Dpvil's Drug" and the LegiHlature also eame to 

their aid by passing the harsheRt laws to punish thORO who 

imported it. But, the use and iu,port of indigo went on in 

Enghnd until model'n chemi b 'y produced the colouring Illatter 

al'tificially lind at less cost. Scientific knowledge, technieal 
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skill, Il lld indu tl"ial entel'prise IIl1d ol'ganisation-the, e ,u'e tbe 

true remenieR, the only positive forces we can rely on to develop 

{)Ul" innuRt.r'ies, 

It hils been point,ed Ollt ahove that th~ expan sion of mill 

industry IIl1s not heen at,tl'lIc1en wit;h ti,e p'1.I'allel development of 

th e ~lIernical incltlstt-ieR, MRII)' J"ftW prootlcts Ilwait chemist.s to 

tnm fonn t,lI e!)! into nl"t.id(':i of lI~e ""lid COllll1lerCe, Talre fOl' in 

stllncr, th e vRJ'iet,if'R of I:;f'ed~: OU I" Innn PI 'orl llce8 fl 'om yeR r to year, 

They Il I'e sent to fore ign ("Olin t.ril's to prol' il1f' us with thei .. oils 

ann del'ived IH "t,ouctl;;, Lf I":U st, L1 'ted oil mills, ll. group of chemical 

indll stries will cOll1e illt,o exist"lln ,\1)(1 ut,ilise the by-products, 

Yon nre lI Ot lInawnl 'e of tile IWW >Iud IInexpectNl avtlllues of 

indllRtl'ies, which the cl,ellli81.l')" of h,~ '- prunllcts opens np in t,he 

"Vest, FOI' th e 1;1,,1. t,wellty yellrs r have been pl"(':Lching the 

grout fll tlln, t,h ... t. li e" ill stor E' for oil illnu"tl'Y in lI lli' COUllt l'Y, 

The dHzzlill~ lll"osP 'e!,.; tlmt lIl \' t extile iwlustI-y !tolds fOlth, • 

how v T, 1",,1\'<''' litl,I'l ,'(lOll. fUI ' it. tM nttmt"t eapitHlists and 

mGnUf" l t lln"I'S, 

AnoLhl'l" di"a'\I'lIl1t,:1 <Yf' \I e Hutle l' f" IJlIl - the Ia.ck of chemical 

knowled!!,,- i ~ seen in IIlilling :llld IJl t·t,HlluJ'gie:t\ opAl'ations, We 

!Javo beel,l qual'l'ying llIin l'ntl d"po" its anel t'x['olting them to 
EUI'ot e beC'WHe wo do 1101. kllow how 1.0 Dlake them into It.rti<: les 

of nse, The luiuemls t,lt"t cl e l1lalld ("h oUli eRI tl'eatment nre not 

tou JIJed hut only those which can he 1'<'>lClily and en...~ily tl'flnship

ped to EUl'ope, The gign.ntic schomE' of the late Mr', J, N , TlI.ta 

to 1V0l'k it'on ores, which have been allow d to I' mllin U),distlll'bed 

until now, will, n o oouut in cOlll'se or time, bl'ing about a 

tC\Ildy pl'ogress in OUI' met,nllul'gical underta.kings and stimulate 

the growth of an extensive mining industry, 

" The fenture which stand ' out most prominently in a 

s urvey of the mineral industries of India is the fact that practi-
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cally nothing has been done t,o develop those minerals, which 

are e ential to' modem metall uI 'gical and chemiCflI ind ustries, 

whilt\lllost striking pI'ogress has been made during recent years in 

opaning out deposit..'1 from whic!. prod ucts 1\I'e obtained suitable 

for export, 0 1' for consumption in the country, by what may 

conveni.mtly be called ,Jil'ec to pI'o.::esses," 
" In this respect I ndia of to-day stands in contl'flst to India 

• of a century ago, The Europeflll chemist, firmed with cheap 

supplies of sulphul'i c acid f1.nd alkali and aided by low 

sea fl'eight and increased facilities fOl' internal t1istribuLion 

by 1\ preading network of l'Rilways, /tas been enabled to stamp 

out, in all but remote localities, the once fl ourishing native 

manufactures of alum, the various alkali compounds, blue 

vitriol, copperas, copper, lead, steel and iron, and sedously to 

curtail the expol't trade in nitre and bOl'aX, The high quality 

• of the native-made il'on, the early an ticipations of the processes 

now employed in Europe for the manufacture of hi;::h-class steels 

al:d the artistic products in copper and LI'A SS gave the country 

a pI'ominent position, in the ancient metallurgical wOl'ld, " 

" With the spread of r ailways, the development of manufac

tures cO llnected with jute, co tton, and paper, and the gradually 

extending use of electricity, the demand for metallUl'gical and 

chemical product,s in India h AIi steadily grown, Before long 

the tage must be r ea.ched at which the variety and quantity 

of products required, but now impol' ted , wiII satisfy the conditions 

necessary for local production of those which can be economically 

manufactured only for the supply of groups of industries," 

W ha t line of action does this extract from the new " Imperial 

Gazetteer " suggest to us ~ What steps are necessary to develop 

our mining industry on a scientific basis ~ Instruction in mining 

and mstallurgy either in the existing colleges or in an Institute 
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of Mining, will alolle leao to the fulfilment of prospects our rich 

minel'al deposit, hold forth, By its means :Lnother gl'eat staple 

industl 'Y will come into exi ·tenee and supply the people uf Inoia 

wIth commel'eial activity "nd j'emunEll'lltive work and I'epay the 

cost of ed neation thoLH;and-fold. 

"Ve hfl.ve t,o blame (lU I' Gove1'llment fol' not rousing itself 

to the neees,qity of ct'enting a g l'ea t Instit ute of Mini,{lg, The 

great work it is cl1lTying on fOl' t he impl'ovement of rlg ricu lt'll l'C 

shoul r} be supplemp,nted by somo efll.H'ts in this direction, 

because all (,lu:l llli c;.1 indllHtl'i es nepenc1 upon ugl'icultUt'e ri nd 

ll1Ullltg. Hs :lgl'icul tu l",j im provemonts will take time before 

they :Wf' unil'el'sa.lIj >lrloptcd t hrollghout lndi,t , but pl'ovi~ion of 

instl'ucti on in milling an rl of facilities [01' the working of mines 

will <rive it s timullls to the pl'Ospet'it,y of India rlno 'check im 

poverishment alld J asti tn l.iO Il til w hi ch villa~eH :tftel' vill ages 

have fall ell vi<:t im Lllrollgh till: (' hfln~ing ('ulIllitiollR of the times, . 

We a,I'e fOl'tullale ill h:ll illg big Na,t,i,'e St;ltes to look after 

OU t' intel'!~s L,.;, j fOUL' GOVI1l' lllncnt doe,,; not ~ha ke 011' it.'! tardi

ness, let us a ppeal to t h", gl'eat t'LlI i Ill:; pl'illf'es of India to set 

apart a por'ti on of their I'even lles to supply this g l'eat 

want, The IllOlIey SpC ll t 011 it will Le I'epaid by the en.

h:wcomet!L pI' their r"vellues causp.d uy tlHl industl 'ies which will 

apt'iug up in connectiou with the wod;:i ug of t he mineral wealth 

whicb lies im1edded in t hei r len'itm ie:; 0[' in British Innia, 

In this coullexion 1 IIfLvo great pleilout'e to anu{Jun<le to you 

that H, H , the ThnkOl'e 8aheb of Morvi intends to establish 

a Teehnic;t1 ] nstitute in hi ' , 'iate, It will pruvide instruction 

i.n t echnologica l chemistry a lld in 1Dining and metall urgy for 

whicb thel'e id a gr'eat fi elJ a lld demand in lndia, The institute 

will provide higher standard of studies than that provided for 

at the K alabhavan, 
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KHthiawad :1.nd Cuteh contain great possibilities of develop

~ent for orne 'chemical indu~tries . Tho valuable deposits of sal t 

and .iron PYI'ites there hold forth llright pr-ospects for the mlwu

facture of soda 1111(1 s ulphul' icncin- the two gt'eat pillA-l·g of chemi

ca.l industl' ies. The people of IT >lthia.w>ld find Cutch do not lack 

enterprise. Let some (If th em divert Lh il' enel'gies fJ (Jill tho cotton 

tl"Htlc '~r~J go ill for these illdu ~Lr- ic"L If they du so, the favour

able geogt'u phiCl11 positioll , ri ·h geolog i c~d formRtions and the 

patJ'iutic ill te l w;ts of the chiefs will, wiLhin 'l decade, trausform 

the two penim,ula;; into a gr .. fI.t IIHLnllfactuling centl'e and drive 

uut for (weI' thu l'oclllTing f:llnine:s wLi(:h rJ epopllhtte awl pal'lilyse 

some of th e Native ·tllles. 

F or want of LinH', 1 have /;0 loa ve uti' I'oference to imp0l'tant 

ill d lIstrie::; slIch :II; tanning', I Jl'ewin~, g lllSS >l lld [:,ot'l!elain !lnd 

Ullin)' othl.lJ'S whil'h have .1 gT~at , fut·ure hefore them. 

Illdigellous llldi lln illdllstri ps .ll'e chll l'lwtel'ised uy the s impli

city of tools allll irnpl ew('lIts PllJll loyetl by Lhe wOl'kerf.!. The 

hllOllr u nit of I n(litlll illdll~t' I 'Y iK I:!lIla ll and Lht' capita l l'eq llil'ed 

fol' wOI'king tha.t unit !$lIccessfll lly is fi h,o ' lIIall . Time has brought 

us, \dlOl:le inoustL'iE:s POHS\::KS tllt'se ch,u'(1cteristicl<, face to face 

",vi til 1II0del'U IIchievemellt,s of vVe~te rll sei li ce, :tnd its multi

furi oui< il iventiolls in tlH~ Uleeh"nicnl, ehL' rnica l and electrical 

bl·anches. So on tile one h'HUl we ha ve to pt'od lice on a 

la l'ge scale nnd t o adopt the fllctol'y pYHtem, but on the other 

ba nd we have alt,;o to !'ClSc ue OU I' sUlall industries, fl.od wake them, 

with the IJelp of model'll science, fI. bO Ur-CO of pl'osperity to oltI' 

country. Tbe que tion of cottage or village iudustl'ies is one of 

the vitAl questions of our national life. Thet'e i.' some possibility 

of solving it, according to Pl'ofes r Hoh on,· if A. cheap produc-

* " Science in Public Atlairs." 
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tion of electric energy owned 01' controlled by the pnblic CRn be 

cheaply distributed throughollt J !ldin, 

Let our industri:tl a nd polit,icltl leltderR conctlntl'Rte their 

energies on the propel' h:wdling of H problem like thi:; and 

solve it once for all. MIl.lly of th €\ disa(l\-lI lltages we suffer 

from ,,,ould thus find R remedy, Let our' Rctivitie. pI'ofit by th e 

lesson the industriRI history of th" West has to teR9h to the 

world, that huge combinations for the mailltenRnce of (u,tificiltl 

prices, huge and lying .nrlverti~ements and gross adulteration of 

m:l.nufacturt'd. prod ucts get rid, according to Pl'of. Dunl'lln, '" of the 

efficiency in mRnufnctul'ing operations by which every bURine 

should naturally Rtnnd 01' fall. Let IlS not proceed on lines which 

have brought. in their tr'nin misfol'tune and diRR.Rter, Instead 

of blindly following in the fool;.<;teps of Wel tem tnlmufactul'ers, let 

us Itdopt their latest methods of work, Rnd introduce the Ry tems 

devised to nullify the evil and disastrous con equence of those 

prevalent now. Let us beRl' in mind Lhnt the dominant fnctor of 

industrial success i. just simple ejficie'ILcy, by which I mean, a 

combination of economy a nd progre 's ill manufncturing opera

tions. If we do this IVe shllll not be handicapped in the com

petitive mce of commerce bllt we shall be ahend of Westen~ 

oountries in pr'oportion M we develope the nascent skill of our 

people and to the extent we make use of our resources, 

We have undertaken a grave responsibility iu meeting 10 

lIuch conferences fl'om year to year. The destinie of Indi" 

hang on the practical results of our deliberations, Con e

quently, 1 may be permitted to suggest some lines capable of 

leading us to the de ired goal. We must not only apply our

selves to the tudy of the industrial conditions prevalent in 

* "Chemistry of Commerce. " 
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)ndin I\nrl elsowher e, but shollld (' lOe t,o It el f' finite cOllclnsion 8 

to tbe menns ~nd met,hr)(IR to he ndopt,erl t o improve om' condi

tion in com'onn.nCA wit,h Lhe hig hl'Rt d \'e lopmentR of modern 

RCien cEI, We Rilould hl'in g " hout til" c l'e: ~ti on of nil the fftcilities 

in I nrlin which the nlt,i,'Il ll", IIHIIlIlf.w t,Ilt'I'l'S lind capitnlists po es 

in th e \\' est" 1<.A:o II OTni C' ,m d infll1st,I'inl mIl Kc mr.s'" planned on 

t he IIl ~Pls of Em'ope nn.1 A U1 P!'i,'n, . 110 11111 he i" tnhli f< lIerl in every 

ilTljlOl'tflnt ('omm El I'(' inl n. ll cl illfill stl'i nl ('(, lIt,I'I', On1' IInl1llf\1 f'xbibi

tions mny form R. IIllclElll" fl'olll whi('h Lhe fllt,lIl'e mllsellIDS mny 

go l'OW in confol'lnit,y with locil l (" )IIclit,ions !lnr! I't'qnil'ements , A 

('ollel,tion of RlImpl l's of I'orpig ll 1ll; l.nllfn,<:t,IlI'('" shoulel be placed 

Aide hy ;;il1 (1 wi t h th l\t of home-Illf .. rl., nl't,i(' les, !lO thRt IOCRI al'tisans 

mny hnve th e benefit of (, lIlti vn ting th eil' tns te in tile propel' 

dirpc ti oll by ('ompRr:ltivo s tlld y, Theil" henels Ah oulrl be pa triotic 

Inrli!lns who pos, ss Huflicitlnt I1xp" I'ienre of th A n eeds and 

resol1l '('es of Jn rliu ; t hp), will I' lIl'n i"h :;he r eqllisit.e information 

I\n rl h t.11' t o 0 111' pe')ple to go ill i'O!' new PI'ouuctive inelllstrie , 

Jt is Il nnC('essnry t o 1\1] .1 thnt commerein l b uY'efl us mll f< t follow 1\8 

f\ CO\'OIlAI'y to mUSell rYl A, The "PPOy'ts prepA\'ed a t th ese institu 

tions ahou lJ n ot. onl y irA pllblishel l i ll Kcif' nti fic and t echnical 

• English which t nk e!'! for gmnted 1\ goocl deal of tmining, 

inform A.tion a ll d knowledge on t. ho PIU't of th e J'COders, 

but also in t he vnrll flcu l"I'H nnd In 1\ form devis d to 

a ttmct the At.ten t ion of OUI' people a nd t o inteY'est them in 

their conten ts, thel'eby ind ueing t h m to embark on tll e introduc;

tion or cl'eA.tion of new and pl'ofitable inriustt-ies, 

ur ancient guilrls kn own u th e M ahajnnas in Gujarat 

hA.ve sufl" red dis integmtion with th perm eation of British 

influence in India, The services they performed as social nnd 

commercial forces were great, but now they have fallen into 

* Refer to Prolei' or Oajjar's :Museum Notes. 

11 
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disuse. It is time that new gnilds shollld be organised to 

meet, the requirements of the timeE'. They shRlI havo to 
attend to the organisation of their' industries, the creatkm 

of facilities in the shape of ll1USeUn1R, bl1l'eaus, technical 

institutes, illdustl'ial banks, pte., to gusH'a the illtel'ests of inaus

trial eentres and eommunities find to undertake induRtl'ial 

surveys in spec'is I (lil'eet.i o [) ~ . Om' Gonfel'eilce will l'E}y.der l\ 

very impol'l;''l,nt service to the inrlustl'ies of India, if it tHkes up 

the question of t lle formntion of guilas tiPI'iously. 

Only the Government hus tbo means to ~al'l'y out general 

ind m~tri" I surveys. Jf th e~' lH'C pl'o pedy cal'ried out and their 
results pl aced within the I'eac h of the tep ming millions of India, 

the British O.)vel'llment will confel' :1. gl'estt benefit on them. Our 

lJative princes Ir.ay n.ltio be appI'o:lcbed to come fonv::wd to help our 

inaustrial n.dvancement hy instit u ting ecollomic surveys in their 

State.';, Om inrlustri"l development, will be stiDlul:tted if 

surveys of pnt,ticultstl' inrl ustl'ie, :1.1'0 cal'l'ied out instead of 

pln.nning II genel'al RU1'vey of the w lto l (~ countl'y , H. H. the 

Gnekwar entl'usted me, fmrno yen l's ago, with the work of 

making a survey of the dyeing anrl calico printing industries. 

This survey was of considel'able help to me in my subsequent • 

work fol' the memorial of rly~ing indust,·ies. 

Hefore putting suggestions 0 11 the last but important pro

blem of OuI' inrlustl'ial regen9rn.tion, I have a pleasant duty to 
perform . Our Conference hRs been fortunA,te enough ill securing 

as its Presia nt my fr'iend Dewall Bahadur Ambalal akarlal 

Desai, who is a distinguished n.1umnus of the BombllY University, 

a staunch political lea<ler of Guj>U'tlt and one of the capta ins of 

her flourishing mill industl'j. 

His high intellootul\l attainmentt-, varied experience of life, 

keen and penetrative grasp of our national problems will, I am 
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l!ure, give a proctiCll.I shl\.pe to OUl' delibel'ations, Tho Industrial 

Confer'ence i ;.. pmctical ufi"t:;hot of the Indian ~atioDRI Oongress, 

\Ve, who have assembled hllre to-day, are all practical men Ilnd 

uAtul'1\llyanxious to wOl 'k; we are idealist too; the industrial 

efficiellcy fi nd expansion of J IIflia will be of the I' alisation of our 

ideal -, if \ e put our shoulder's to t hA wheel ILlld work day and 

night. fil' th~ aUloliomtion amI progretiS of OUT' country, 

l.Jadies Rnd g IItlemon, 1 have laid great stress on techni

cR I education and ngflin I revel't to it because it is the li\'er of 

industrial pI'Ogl'CSS to whic'h OIl!' activitie.q must be seriously 

Rnd vigol'ously appli lJd, We lIlU~t OI'ganise a national system 

of t,ech nical educJtion witb tho help of i lldustrial guilds which 

will fOl'mulate tedrnicnl COlll'FeS t.o meet local needs, start insti

tutions whel'e instruction in thIJUl cnn he pr'ovided and to raise 

funds to quip !tnd finS\m:e sllch inst.itutions, Let us all-all 

the wOl'kens in the otlwfl,'d march of India- rltlly round the 

bll.llII er' of Educlltion llnd I ave no stone unturned to increase 

the brain-power of OUI' lIati(JlI. Llilt us not wait for the 

Government initiation in this nU\tt.el', We must Lake our 

<lestinie.s into Olll' own ha l1rl fl nnd the Government is 

· sure to h\31 P U8, wlr en we hel p oU l'sel ves, Let liS study the 

national fOl 'nes of Etlgland, Germany and A.merica in order 

to be enlightened 11.8 to tire lUean and meo.sures we should 

take fol' the l'egenemtion and development of our industrie, 

Without univer'sal education, ther' is no S&lvation for us, We 

must undergo an inteJJec~ual r' vol tioD; ollr outlook of life and 

our pres nt conception of mundane duties must be modified, if 
we want to I'emflin 118 a nation and a nation full of youth and 

pl'ospel'ity I\B ir. the days of yOt'e, "Educate, educate, educate," 

must be the cry heard on all ides, Listen to the words of 

wisdom the present Secretary for W r in England utters. 
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" Science," saYil the Rt. Hon'ble Mr'. Haldane, " is essential tq 

victory whether the stl'tlggle be in the arts of war 01' 

in those of peace. Organisation is the key to succes~; organi 

sation depends on steAdy thinking, and thinking depends 

on ideAS, ideas which give birth to i,lell.ls. Fm' im;pim.tion 

as well as guidance, those engaged in enterpriRe of every 

kind look more and more to the trAined mind. They ar~. forced 

to 00 so .......... We are learning that nvthing can be accom-

plished on a large Rc:\le without the indispensAble prelimi\1ftl'y 

of first taking thought. And we are learning that the taking of 

thought requires at every turn, not only the expel't,* hut the 

highest type of expel-t knowledge." Then he goeso()n to show the 

great importanee talent has attained in the modem world. 
While speaking at 'Wakefreld on October 17 at a public mceting 

held in connection with tho Wakcfield Education Guild, hc said that 

"Higher education is of gl'e"t v,~lue t o thoRe engaged in indus
trial pursuits j in fact , it is of valuo to thc wholo nation. Learn
ing for teaming's salte is a grcat t('xt, and it does not. Rhut out 

the utilital'ian side. The profits of industrial cnt.orpriso go to 
the man of brains, to tho man with the power of direction. This 
shows that it is vital to thoso cngaged in industrial enterprises 
that they shvuld have command of science and as much l{llOwledge as 
they can get. Unless knowll'dge is spread among tho people, there 
cannot be equality of opportunity. Thero is only onc levoller, only one 
man who does anything substnntial to make people equal, and that is the 
schoolmaster. Education in this countt-y will never bc right until the 
elelllcntary school, the secondary school, Imd the univcrHity are linked 
together. The British people, perhaps, need education more than any 
other nation. We are very prosperous; we are vcry self-reliant j we 

have magnificent energy j if we had not, we should have been distanced 
in the I·aee. But we al'e competing against science and the increasing 
science whicb science gives. We are being more and more handicapped 

in the race and it is our own individual powers that have enabled us 

• Science in Public Affairs. 
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still to get to the goal in front of out' competitors, Let us lea.l'n, before 

science makes still further advances and before they are appropria.ted by 
foreign nations, to bring ourselves M lea.st up to this level." 

• Shall we rouse OUI' elves to Lhe con~ciousne ' of the urgent 

need India stands in for trained skill nlld cientific thought? 

hnll we fl'ittel' nway our enel'sies, miss our opportunities, waste 

011 1' resource,' in worthle:;s and dIe qusLTelings for personal glori

ficatlo l~, in listIe,' ness an n illautio 1, in the practice of idea,ls 

detl-iment'l l to our pt'ogt'ess :wei t :tke no s~eps tv diffuse universal 

scientific erl llCILtion lead ing to n. stupendous moml nnd intellectual 

l'evoilltion? Shn.1l we rem!l.iu ;>lItisfied with our industI'ial 

degmdation and rlependenc :wel the incl'easing povedy of the 

rnnsse~, til ho ci·<.:.sll e,\ in the stl'uggle for existence and te be 

cun;ed linn ('ontlemno,\ by our po till'ity for the disgmceful 

leg 'y we' l\ beqnen.th to thelll ? Shall we rely upon OUI rulers, 

when, :\s MI'. H aldnne onserveR, they are themselves outstripped 

by Gel'm:tny, America :tod othel' coun tries which have taken 

the fullost >lflv:lntnges of th e pl'ogl'esR of model'll knowledge? 

'1 t - ollght not to b.3 S f), We must mnke up our mind to 

founn illstitlltious fol' t"c\lllical eflucation nnd thereby I'M e 

OUI' ll1lLt,el'ia l cond ition. No progress is possible in the 

absence of matel'ial pl'o~pel'i ty. TO moral development, no 

intellect-L1al ncf:.iovernents hnve taken place in cOlllltl'ies where 

the Dlat I'ial condition of the people it; a,t a low level and where, 

consequelltly . life is :\ bundle of pt:Ssimism, in&l'tia Rond apathy, 

· We must not rest until temples dedicated to Sarasvati and 

Visvakarma, i,e" :Joll ges and po ytechnics outnumber A.1l thEl 

temples, mos(lues and churches whidl minister to the spiritual 

needs of +;he people. OUI' religious chit l'ities must be directed 

towards flupplying us with br",in-powel', On brain-power 

depends the regeneration of Indill., her prosperity and integrity, 
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and also her salvution. I hll.ve great f",ith in it !lnd have devot-. 

ed the best yeaJ'S of my life to the imparting of education . I 

have R.lways looked upon it aR the great panacea for all .,the 

misfortunes we gr'oan und el'. 

The earnestness, saerifices flnd mlll'tyJ 'dom of some of our 

people have ushered in a lI ew em in the hi :s t.Ol), of our llutiolJ. 

We are all puls,tting with a nelV life, new ideals :llld new ,vigour. 

L et us sanctify the birth of t,his new life by providing fol' ulli 

versal education in India. Let us not wait fOJ' large fund s 

but begin with whatever sum we get frOIll onr people. Let 

earnest and infiuer,ti al wOI'kers come forw:lrd to persua.de our 

native chiefs, Il1el'chant pJ·inces Ilnd o Ill' middle cla.sses to set 

apart a portion of their I'evenlles A.no income,. fol' edncat.ional 

purposes in the same way as they do to s.'1tif;!'Y the r eligious 

cravings. Education is a religious duty find let us giJ'(j up 01.11' 

loins to perform it to t·he beRt of OUI' n.lJilities. 

I ngllin aceord yon Ill! a most cOl'dial weleome to SurB.t 

on behalf of the Reception Comillittee. Sumt h>l.~ ('!lug-hi; the .. 

spirit of the times and emh'lI'ked on indn~tl'ifll activity. Let 

the same "pir'it inspire us to fulfil the lIli8sion which h!LS bl'ought 
us togethe,·. Let liS th01'oughly and syst.e lll:1.ticfl lly CIt!'ry out tire. 
conclusions we >1.l'I'ive P.t . We h:\\'e the necess~1.l'y mennr;; present 
in l\bundl\nce in our Jano ; we h,we capHble Dlon in OUI' rank,,; 
we have guidance offel'ed by the hist;ory Ano experience of 
Engl~ .no and other nnt.ion!' ; why shouln W B t.hen heRitl1te t.o work 
out our industrial salvation? If we neglect the p['!o~ent oppor
tunities, we hfl,lI have to pll.y a very heavy tull in future fol' 
mel'e existence. Let this oismal And deprel'sing prospect spur us 
on to n.ction, to stimulAte Rnd Accelerate om' in cl uRtl'il\1 progress. 
If we will, we shall bring abou t OUI' l'eger.eI'lltion. With know
ledge, with self-confidence, with detenninen n~tion anti with 
united endeavour in the sac .. ed cause of our motherl'l.ud, let us, 
ladies and gentlemen, resolve to work out OUt' own l'egeuel'll.t,ion. 
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I feel myself high Iy Ofl.tti' r ed II)" your asking we to pre ide 

O\'el' t1,is Con fel ence, Whl'll t.he pl'Op Sill WIlS til'st brought before 

me, ] fplt AI mE' hesitatioll ill "rcl'pting it, II t because my spirit 

Wllll unwilling, bnt ber:'IlRil of my ('OIlRCioIlS inr'ompetellce to aile

quntel), i1iRchnrge the nrdnollf< illltif's of !.he office, A moment's 

c'oll ", iol el'nt.ioll, however, \V MS sultic' iellt to ovel'come my scruples, 

J f.,lt th ll.t Gll zel'll.t had s t,l'ong clnim to com n1l1.Rd my el'vices, how-

\'0 1' humble in my own t'st.irrlll.tioll th y might be, 111.1.0 felt that 

j W I1 . C'l1l1 ed upon to ;oppl':!!' n Cl t. Ll'fOl'e CIIptious CI ' itic.~, VOl' ready 

to finil fnuH, hnt befol'o kinil lind indlllcrpnt f!'i on.l s, ever rendy 

to forgive nnd ove1'look my Khol't<x.millgs, Jt was in Guz l'fl.t 

wher T spent t ho enl'lioRt nncl best part of my life A.nd the 

PI'II.I't1mnn. nmllj of A hmeilnLnil WII S the fil'flt to welcome me to 

its pall>it, which WIIS often gI'f.ced by our r evered brother 

Bhohtnath A.mbhai anil oth I' vOl'thy men , 0 you se , 1am 
now her6 b foro YC'u, with fI. lIlCAAage from the Brahmo amaj 

of Bengfl.l, al.d what is that messago to be? I Jo not think that 

J can do better thnn cr ve your indulgt'nce for a few minutes 

while I endeavour to lay bl'fore you orne of the distinctive 

t enots of our amllj and its claim to the allegiance of educated 

India, 
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And first of all J would wish to point out to you that the 

r eligion of the Bra.hmo Sam't j is ess.mtia lly nlttional in its basis' 

and development, 

There is a national as th ere is a Ilnivet'sal aspect of r e

ligion, As f'ltch nation haH to ela,bOI'A te it" own fll 't, it::; own 

lite ra.tUl'e, its own Rystem of htw, 1-<0 each natioll ha s to perfcct 

its own relig ion, E veu aft,el' It uni vers:d faith has Appe,n cd, l'e

li gion does not ceaSA to be :t lI ,tti onal thing, E ach people IrlOUlds 

the univ8rslLl reli gion whidl it I,as ftfl" pted int,Q ,t special form, 

continues by II1 l!'fHIS of it Lh e ) iteR a li t! tt-:lrli t ions of the p:u;t and 

expresseR through it i ts OWII n:, t iOIl :t1 ch:u,,'tctel' a nd aspi:':Ltions, 

E ach nation as well as ench illrli virl n:d must lI ecAssn,l'ily have n. 

fa ith speci,.lIy its own , ,wi sing out of its own cil:tI'actel' :Hld 

expel'ieneeR and in g reat part il1 comllJ ul ~ i c:\bl e to othel's, No 

t wo nations CO lll r! possibly exchange l'eligio l1s, What I contend 

is that the rolig ion of t he Ilt"lhmo l'iamnj if< not an exot ic plant, 

but is closely int.el'wovell wit, h OUI' l'elig iPIlH hifltOl'y uf the past, 

W e have to t l":lce t lt e ('x isting f')I'tO of o lit' relig ion to its 

soul"ce-t,hll Verl ie fonn of .Nat lll '(·- \Von,h ip, 

The V edi l: n·]ig ion tn.kes its na.1IIe fr01ll t he Rig' Vella , the 

oldest por t ion of j IHlin n litem t ll) 'e, " lid the earliest literary 

docum ent of AI'Y"l1 r eli gion , Of t,be 1'0111' Y edns 01' collections 

of h)' llHIS, th e H.ig \' lla is t he o]rlest :mel U1 0~t i nt'. l,tlsting, The 

r tllig ion of thc hym ns is n. sk ongly nat ioll ftl one, The A rya ns 

appall.! t.o theil' gods to help thelll Hga inHt t he mees, .. f CC:l l"\vRrds 

dl'iven tu the sOllth :l lId to t he sea-l:o>1.Sts, who difth' from t hem

selves in CO]OUI', ph ysi'lgnolTl.", il ~ l:t.ng ll:l ge, ill maunel'., lln~ in 
religion, 

The V eda, in the la.I'gor Re nse, is made Ujl of three borlies of 

composition- Mantras, B I'ahmanR:;, and U p:mishad '. These 

three belong to revelation 01' SI'lI t i, i,e" hearing; wha t is con-
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tRi ned in these i ' to be I'eguroed I1.S having boen heard by inspired 

men from It hig hel"soul'ce, The ('o untCl'part of ['uti is "Smriti ," 

i,e" reco}l ectiCln, tt-ndition . Thi8 ernul'nces the Sutl'l\S or works 

dealing with ceromonial, with the exposition of the Vedas, with 

dompsti c I'ites nn,l eonventiollnl U i:)llg~s, The law books, the 

epics, and the PUI'an n..~, 0 1' II l1 eic llt h 'gelldal'y histories , also 

belo llg to this c l m,,~ , 
• The Venic reli g ion lias 110 id ols; it h:u; no rlat'k description 

of 111311 ; tho I'igi!l C:t.-to s),,,tmn, on which laWl' Brabmani m 

wn..~ l'ase!1, i,,; :tbsent fl 'uul it ; it hai< 11 0 demull s to be gUlu'<!ed 

:Jgainst, Illlrl no bad cl" iti p;.;, The \Ten ic religioll is II. bright 

lind happy ::;ystem, a nn th e Iwillliti ve hpli pf;,; of mankiLHI, less 

challg d by 011 1' Jluo pl e thall tlley \vOI'A elsewhere, 11.1'€, hero to be 

:seen , TI~e hylll lls show t,he kinel of fllith to which >~ stl'ong 

a nn hap!,y 1'llCe of lIl en 1I:ltllmll y Cil lTI P, as their min!1!:! bOglUl 

tu open to t he wOI1(1 e l's uf the wOl'ld they Ii ved in, the 

f,tith of IlI'illlit,iv() "hephel'll :; pmi»illg t h ir "gods :IS th py lead 

their" Hoek to p" "I, III '('," 

Uut thel'p is anot lH' 1' Mid e t,o that, I"lig io ll whi c h has te 

be eonsic1el l..d , Tho " edi(, lell(l ' I'S of I'('iigio ll we l'e 1I0t mel'ely 

ch piolls of I:' llligh tenntc l,t III relig ion, tht'y were 111so 

l'itufLiists; ti ll' I'ite waH to thl' lli an 011 (1 ill itself ; th e pl'opel' 

perfol'D1allctl of ~ac l'i(i l ,e was theil ' p l'illl'ipal object, The ideas 

COnt, ctuet \I ith "m(' riGc€' ,"'t' II Ot illd!'ed "el'Y lofty , [wI'ifiue is, 

in the fi l'",t phwe, n 1>,,('1,1'1', G iftM W(' I'e p l'ov id od fOl' the gods 

that tl,ey mny give in t.hei l· 1,111'11 , 111 the \Tec1i e pel'ioel there 

were i!evel'fd OJ'del's of sM I'ifi l!A- t he ,",y mns of t he Hig da 

have to eto with the 'Oln ·t sIIcl'ific rtlur.e-alld Hever 'al kiuds of 

pri ' t,s pmcti ing a n elnbor'Lte I itun!. Thp pl 'ielSt and those he 

ncts for fIt'e so intent on tlle minuti. , of the il' celebration, that 

they for"'et 1111 aboll t the God they fll'e int nded for , This 
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process, which mlly be obsel'ved whel'e\'el' ritualism exists, lY'l~ 

canied in t,he period of Br'fI,hllla nism to it~ utlflust lengt.h ,' In 

this pel'iod the oln gods lost the st'I'ong hold they bf!d bcfol'~ 

over the people's mind ; mell ceaRed to look fol' theiT god ' t.1l lhe 

sky 01' to the tempest, and 1>egil,1I to luok inste!\d to the long 

ceremonies of tIle pl'iest 01' to the hYDlns he eiulllten R,t the 

altar 01' to the aUHtel'ities he pl'ilctised, 
I 

How~vel' thltt might 1>." t.lle Rig Veda nin fl, gl'eat work fOl 

India in inculca ting gons who w I'il /lIol'lIl :wd to whom InRII WII R 

drawn by highet' thRn RelfiHh lLoti\'es, In Rll abel'l'ntions of the 

Indiflu n·lig ioll, the high lII ol'al fitaJl(hll''] "et 0)' tIle Vedic go.l> 

nevel' IORt sight of. 

There if! no Supreme God in thE' ,Tecia, 0/', rather, pnch gn,1 

is s upreme in t urn ; the poet wants R god r~Rpahle of being exnlt,· 

ed in evel'y wily and noes so exalt t,he god he bas before hi m 

In this way a monothriFlm is l'cHc:hNI; t.be mind r cognises It gv,l 

t{) whom ulllimiten adomtion ('I\.n Le pAid , :i3ut it is 1\ mono· 

thpisnl, the titulll,l' go. I of wlli..!1 is alw"y" cha.nging ; flnd .. Pro· 

fessol' MRX Muller gi \ eti to this p,tI'tial nJonotblli~m the IIAme of 

helll tbei~m ; t.hat is, the IVon;llip of olle god at n. timp, 

without allY rleniA I that oth!'r gods exist nnd al'e worth}! of 

adomtioll, Indeed, t,he sense of unit,y in J ndiau religion i ~ 

very strong; f.'om tile fil 'dt the In(/i'lD mi nd is spek ing a wily to 

Itdj ust the claims of val'iou!' gods and view them all as one-

The one Sat is de~cl ·ired by sllges Ill'< mall)" !S uch flS J nnrll , 

YamR, MlltIJ.l'ishwIln, 

An early idea which mRkes in tha dil'ection of unity is that 

of Rita, the order, not specially connected with anyone god, 

which Tules both in the physical and moral world and with 

which all beings have t<J reckon-



SATY"ENDRA NATH l'AGORE, 171 

Mitra find Val'lInn, b .. fol'e all other gods, uphold the 

physical and mor«1 ornel' of the wodd; they fI,J'e lord of Rita, 

watchers over it, it!' cllflriotet>I'" and guides, The most prominent 

i Varullfl, who s RlI, knowi'on ll , orner" »11, h~Ul whom nothing 

enn be hid , .a e ill the }Jl"otf'dor of the sood, 'Whoever 

trnnsgresses, sin I1 gain!'lt YIlI"lI11H and mfl,} be punished by him , 

Yet he is a god of merC'y ,ulIl forgivenesA, BiR hymns express 
• thp loftiest ethi cs of j,JH' V .. d .. , III til e following n , inner 

pl'ny" fU1' forgi\,t> ness-

~~T g~c'5f ~~ll 
Have ro r rcy, Almighty, have llIorC'y! 

Jf' ] go t!'cmhling lil<o a c lollel (ll' i,'en hy t,he willd : 

Hayel 1llC' I'C':" , Almighty, hM o Ill m'C',Y , 

':ChvQ;'lgh want of strength , 

'I'holl s trollg a nd bright god , have .1 gon C' astray, 

lJ lwe Ill ere'y, AlllIight,y, have mel cy ! 

Whel' VC!' we mell , 0 G oil , cOlllmit, 1<1l offence berol'c the heavenly 
host ; 

Whorever we breal tho la w thl'ougll thonghtlossno88: 

llM'e lllC' r cy, Almighty, h[we n,e.'cy, 

The one g .'t>nt pA,'plexing CjIlPRt,ion for nil mankind, the quos

tion Ai! t o ",hnt bp('(JIlU"A of lIlall IIftel' nell tJ. , At.ill C'ont-inupR to 

pe_pl ex t hll hUUlan minn, if hflply it. might. finn Aome soll1tion, 

Yama Wfl S t,he fil'St mOl,t>d t.o find the flfter wOI'lt1. 

ThoRe wh o hnn non ... good in thi /< "'OI'ld, th ose who had per

form ed AA crifi c ,bf'en Ii 1>1'1'11 1 , \\'fLrt'iOl'" 01 ' nscetip. Rllints, gnineti 

the happy he:wen wh pl'e nwelt YII.mn with l.h e fathers nnd the 

gods who hRve pllf!l'!erl t o th e IRnd, 

Heaven , II ba ppy here:l.ft,el', W:l.S ".11 tha t W.lF1 looked fCl'\vard 

to by these Vedic A I'ynn, Throughout the hymns there is no 

, 'lfI.l'iness of life, no pessimism, t,he day's work had to be done, a 

new home won with fjword in hand, thet'e were friendly gods t() 

cheer on the warriors. 


