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THE 

DIRECT HIGHWAY TO TilE EAST 

COlIBldered lIB the perfectIOn of 

GREAT 1!1UTAIN'S DUTIES TOWARDS DRITlSn INIHA 

1. How best to get to India has doubtless been ;] 
"qumstio vexata" from the time that Vasco di Gama first 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope; and the subject at the 
present day; may well form a topic of enquiry in th(' 
Geographical Section of the British Association, considering 
that the passage there and to our .Eastern Colonies by the 
Bed Sea is, assuredly, not the most direct route from 
Europe. On the contrary, a single glance at the map must 
coD»ince the veriest tyro in Geography that doubling the 
Arabian Peninsula, though a vast improvement upon the 
old course is, at best, but a crab-like mode of progression, 
and at the worst--during the period of the S. W. Monsoon, 
-scarcely admitting of that resemblance. 

2. Even when Geography as a science was little known 
and lees attended to, commercial intercourse between the 
Eastern and Western Worlds intuitively had plaoe for the 
most part, thrQugh the pleasant regions of Mesopotamia ;
and how that intercourse became gradually deflected is 
readily hnderstood as a consequence o(~he decline of tlte 
Old World Empires and the growth of new ones farther to 
the West. Theae, as maritime nations "par excelJ.a:'nce," 
preferrea trusting their ventures to the Ocean and' its 
Storms on a J'tmgthened and round about course, rather than 

5
~ tte perils of the older tracts,-perils resulting in the 
... a~ch1f~u~ding to lost Govel1!lJlentB and «ooayed 
ilitary prest:Ultl. 



3. History relates how that anarchy was prolo~~eci, ~w 
all Asia and even portions of Europe and Africa 'fere 
overrun by tribes who by sea and land, ~ived by conquest 
and piracy; and, therefore, there is nothing surprisinal. i.n-ftte 
fact of the Old World's highways being for the m~ part 
abandoned, or of the new being clung to pertinaciouslf. ~ 
our own time. Had that pnt agent Steam not llfitiated a 
new order of thing~, just ill time for us to profit by.events 
which happily have proved beneficial, though decried at the 
time, the Red Sea would moreover have remained a dead 
sea still, as far as we are concerned. • 

4. Those events were, the combined action of the Eu
ropean Powers ut N avarjuo, Muscovite successes against 
Turby, and the French conquest of Algiers; coupled with 
the praiseworthy activity of the Indian Government in the 
suppression of Arab piracies, both in the Per3ian·Gulf 
and the Red Sea. These occurrences had place between 
1820 and 1830, and certainly conduced to a more whole
some state of affairs in all tracts intermediate to the A.tlan
tic and the Bay of Bengal. Mahomedan atrocities, long So 
much dreaded and so unaccountably tolerated thei'e, 
especially by sea, were then finally put a stop to. Thus, 
free trade with India becoming the law a short time afOOr
wards, a fair field for 8team by the Red Sea waf! l)ffered to 
the enterprising. Yet the route needed all the efforts of 
the "British and- Indian Governments to open it in the first 
instance; and to their credit be it said, they pushed thOle 
efforts, through good and evil report, every where with a 
will. 

5. Surveys on an ela.borate and ex.tensive scale Were 
commenced; coal watl sent round the Cape to Bombay and 
then transhipped (or Suez; and when the first Steamer 
built in India wa.stil'eady for the work, her voyages began. 
Some tlRcrifice of life and great perils attended an these 
opemtiollS, at first, in an unknown sea, but they 'Were 
surmounted; and the experiment-though verY oottly
promising suoccBS, the public interest '\t8.S so muoh awaken:. 
ed as to bestir the ,pountry at lerge in 18S.) into the i eolJ;.. 

sideration of other routes than the Bed. Sea, fo=, it uUat nc¥; 
be. fOrgotten, that'the rJirttt rovte to 1M", was ev~n 'tit.eJ! 
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~b~~ to be ill the direction (if the Enpmw"l'iver" 
~ for some yea.rs before, that is in 1829 .. 30-81-22, 
the. lamented CHESNEY, with the unflagging leal whioh ever 
characterised him, had dared blows, robbery, plague, bad 
riaked; death, in short, in every form in traversing alone all 
regioll! fr~m Egypt to the Black Sea, with the object of 
ja.cilitating intercourse between the Eastern. and Western 
'"World ..... The journals of these preliminary proceedings, the 
surveIl executed, and the narrative of the Government 
Expedition which he subsequently led, in 1885, from the 
Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf, are records of men and 
evelfts of which Great .Britain may well be proud. 
'6. The Euphrates River Navigation scheme, however, 
prQved a failure, owing to a want of water for speedy pas
sage by it during six months of the year. But of the 
permanent good effected by the Euphrates expedition, there 
is happily incontestible proof. On CHESNEY'S footstep! 
others followed, so that through the fostering care of the 
Indian Government, the British flag has waved on the 
classic .treams of Mesopotamia ever since. EuropeaJl 
houses. founded by enterprising men, have gradually flour
i.hed there; and a line of steamerp on the Tigris-both 
British and Turkish-has been established for some yean. 
Shrvory, if not wholly suppressed there, has materially 
diminished through British action. The Telegraph 
spans the entire tract; and profitable commercial 
intercourse with India and England, timourously began, is 
now constant by a weekly commumcation, via the Persian 
Gulf and Baghdad on the one hand, and by a Dromedary 
post thence to Beyrout-rclaid in 1889-on the other. 
The latter had creation, indeed, in the last century, but had 
ceased to run after having done good service to IDdia in the 
wars of the first Napoleon. When, too, Egypt failed us 
during the Syrian War in 1840-41, thtflndian Mailspaued 
safely through to England, in this odd manner, by the 
Euphrates Valley route which, in short, from remote ageS 
h.ad l>OOn a well beaten highway. 

7. It mly therefore be readily inferred that forty years 
0.£ p\Ogressive intercoursef 'has not been without benefit in 
.amel'W_ting the ool*dition both of the desert nomads of 
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MeBapotamia and the fixed populations of the to~ Nor 
without national profit to ourselves and the Turkish. .Gfv ... 
ernment, despite drawbacks which private energy has had. 
to contend with in the tracts, from th. want of efficien.t 
public support. Had a better spirit prevailed, M~opota
mia would have been bridged over with railWayt'!' long 
before this; for when CHESNEY'S river project was no lQDget 
tenable, it was foreseen that the Railway system, ther: 
bC'gimung to develop Iteelf in Europe and extending to 
India, was the one thing needed to furnish the broken link 
to his former chain of commtmication. To Mr W. P. AN
DREw-the public spirited Chairman of the Sind, Pun.taub, 
and Delhi Railways-the credit of' this foresight is indeeCl 
due; and accordingly in 1856, CHESNEY, whose co-operation 
had beon invited with that of Sir John MA.CNEILL, is to be 
traced once more in Syria with a staff of engineers laboring 
sedulously as ever to forge that link, and to open the high
way of' his dreams and of his waking thoughts. But his 
efforts on this second occasion were again barren of any 
practical result, although they demonstrated that the coun
try was in every way adapted for the cODBtruction of a 
railway. Influences, in short, were so dead against the 
combined action of thest' energetic men, that it was idle to 
persevere. Thus disappointed we hear CHESNEY exclaiming 
in 1868, when he published his last narrative, that the only 
reward he ever coveted in life was to learn, how such 
prodigious efforts, in a cause so palpably good, failed to 
command public attention. 

S. For all that he was penetrating enough to compre
hend the sItuation, though it could not be publicly avowed. 
French ascendancy had, indeed, mastered it, both in Syria" 
and Egypt, from the rise of the Second Empire to the 
opening of' the Suez Canal. The Crimean War, the occu
pation of Damaseu", the prolonged works on the Isthmus of 
Suez, in all of which the :French took so prominent a part, 
shook the wind politically out of the British canvas for a 
time'; and just at the time when railways in the EaSt and 
West seemed disposf'd to approximate unwr iDlpl;ove4, 
administration both at home and in India. This waa Ull

furtulUltc, but W0 must not complain~ Our da.r ~ daq-
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ad befO$ in Syria, aud had set with but little pl'Oit tn the 
difeotion of the Euphrates Valley. Yet the sketch of 
J(asopotamia just giVe%i indicates that a move ill the right 
d.ireetien, a mo"" equally benetl.cial and humanising to 
Turkey as to ourselves, has even there been made. So 
much 1!50, mdeed, that' the names of Am>u:w and CHEINE'!', 
.of KEOALL and BLOSSE LYNeR, of LAYA-D, of BIeR, of 
LWLINMN, and of VlSOOlT.NT STlLlTFOJID DE REDCLIl"PE, in 
their \8veral fields of operation, must ever be. honorably 
associated with the region. And if we turn to Egypt and 
recall to mind its hideous landscape and that of the Red 
Sea 1-oute generally, prior to the era of Steam and the Rail, 
there is reason for unbounded satisfaotion. Though our 
star has since somewhat paled in that latitUt1e under other 
influences, there is no oause for regret. On the contrary, 
rew can contemplate the great local change without honest 
pride in those who initiated, and in those who perfected it, 
to whatever nation they belong. 

9. Happily as matters now stand there is no ground for 
jealousy. Turkey even is conspicuous in a desire for 
peaceful reforms; and while Russia is sedulously pushing 
her railways through the mountain distriots of the Cauoasus 
and in the regions beyond the Oxus, under the civilising 
infttlences of her destiny, the Porte seems earnest and sin
cere in asking England's oo·operation to the same end in 
Asia Minor. Here there is a third opportunity for gather
ing up the reins by the na.tional charioteer. In other words, 
looking Eastwards, an opportunity for enoouraging Turkish 
efforts on our left, as we have done those of Emt on our 
right, for the good of the w;orld at large, and of India and 
our Eastern Colonies in particular. State exigenoies are 
the bases of sound enterprise. Our exigency is an alterna
tive and direct line Eastward, apart :n."m the passage 
through Egypt. Turkey's exigency ig" railway extension 
and progress within her borders; both offer to the world 
rene!~ intercourse between all races of men. If peace 
8lld good will are approachable, here are conditions haTing 
):Ugh elaiIru! ~ regard. , 

1 \ During tht' last 'two Sessions of Parliament, a 
JPeClaltCownittee of the R-ouse of Co!6.molli has, indeed. 
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sat for enquiry into the subject, and the favorable r¥ri 
anticipated from its labors is now a published faet. Ilea (if 
aU prof-essions, ranks, and calibre, with few e1:ceptRm.s, 
seem agreed as to a fusion of interests \l'ith Turk~y. But 
considerable diversity of opinion pr~ails as to ,vartieul8rs. 
And while a very laudable spirit has been ennoed 88 to 
plans for adoption, the fact of the serious difficulty: irno~ 
impossibility, in the way of raising capital evetf for the 
Most limited of the projeots, has been mostly overJooked. 
Section A, for instance, favors through lines of rail across 
Burope to Constantinople and onwards :-

I.-By travllrsina Northern Persia either through 'Rerai 
ap.d Ca.bul to Peshawar; or, through Ca.n.dahar to Bukk~l 
on the Indus, in the direction of Lahore. 

11.-By travcl'bing Asia Minor, via Diyarbeker, 8outh$l 
Persia, and Mekran to Kurachee, the !!lea port of Sind, 0] 

elsewhere. 

IlL-The same, by Diyarbeker, Jezireh, Moenl, ott by thE 
left or Eastern short's of the 'rigris, and Persian Gut 
and onwards, as No 2. 

Section B advocates a combined sea and 'land route .bj 
13rindisi to Iskenderun, or the Orontes:-

IV.-Passing by Al~ppo, Birjek, Orfa, Hoaul, 011 b!. thE 
right bank of the Tigris to Baghdad, Hilleh, aud righl 
bank: of the Euphrates to Kuweyt OD. the N. Wes! 
shore of the Persian Gulf, and thence by Bea to Kurachel 
or elsewhere. 

Section C proposes as 13, to Aleppo :-
V.-Thence following the direction of the right 'bank of th, 

River Euphrates through Deyr, Allah, au.d Hit, to Bagh 
dad, re-cUl'Ting thence as ill lio. 4. 

VI.-Same as B to Aleppo, Deyr, hah, and D:it, and stH 
OIl"iU1! by the right bank of the Euphrates, out of reael 
of marsh and ftood, by Kerbela Najaf, Semaweh, ink: 
esh Sheyukh, Zobel'l, and Jruweyt; thence onwa.rd as iI 
Nos 4 od 5. '= 

11. Such is a brief summary. Now for oomment in at 
few words as possible. The proposed routes of Secti,PD A 
1tre admirable enoligh as conoeptions; but they mM PraQ 
tically be abandoned; for ,it would require a Golconda $ 



OV~d, with fl He'" failfag .ftI.it1t in' ~lierl, I to' 
entQ upon either of the pto~ numbered 1 and" 2. ~
ner tlpol1 barrier of stupendous mountain ~ mo"", 
:rive~, desena, afttagonisti~ tribes,. and treaty oomplicationa 
oth&1'Wige preclude 8 speedy or safe tranflit in ~ ~
tiona; at feast in our day'. And though No. 3ot'thisSection 
pfeeents less engineering diffi.culties after the des£lent of the 
Taurol is once accomplished, the loss by the detour neoes
sa:ry.to 01'088 the Kurdistan and Peman tributaries to the 
Tigris in their t:pper course, 'Would in a grea.t measure 
nupify the objoot of the Rail; Qf, if keeping to the track or the traffic, very expensive viaducts-over motious and un
certain streams oontiguous to the Tigris, and, indeed, 
everywhere near to, and S.E. of Baghdad-would double 
the cost of the work in construction and in repairs. Then 
come deserts sparsely populated, scm-city of water, no 
materials, in short, nothing of moment to look to fol' profit 
by the Gulf shores and Mekran ; these indicate an equally 
hopeless prospect for a railway in the line of No.3. 

12. As sections Band C hold together in their plans as 
far as Aleppo, they may be considered so far identical. 
:British Indian interests these sections regq,rd as safer by a 
combined sea and land route to Brindisi and the Syrian 
coast, where, they reoommend as parts for termini of a 
railway, either Alexandretta or the mouth of the Oronte8 in 
the Mediterranean, and Kuweyt in the N.W. comer of the 
Persian Gulf. The latter is naturally well adapted for the 
objoot, and the Persian Gulf is eminently navigable through
out; but there are conflicting opinions as to the former 
ports and the engineering difficulties conneoted with them, 
one having its advocates as well as the other. Space will 
not admit of detailing all the "pros" and "cons" advanced, 
but there is scarcely a dissentient as W the superior position 
of Aleppo contiguous to both places. Geographically in
deed, here is the key to the entire system. of railways in 
T.urlrey, and the spot in which our interests therein should 

· ... certainly't: centered. Thencearailwaymightbeledas in No. 
4, or 5, or 6 ; and as the B section preftl's No. 4, route of 
~., let us consider it first. Its chit! advantages are, thai 
It _leats 0]10 a ~ track of commerce to)(OSUl. wh«e ii 



· . -
could &btorb the tra.ftic of aU liDea fro. CoDltantiaople 
through Diyarbeker northwvds, anel could be prolonged hi 
either the right or left barrlt of the Tigris into Persia, pr GIl 
to Baghdad, the present capital of TurlAsh Arabia.', Ita 
disadvantages are that the Euphrates must be ~rid$.ed twice 
before Kuweyt is reached and the Tigris once, if itlleft 
bank is held to, where it would be subjec~ to the objebtioJla 
raised in No. S. By the right bank of the Tigris tcx7, trade 
would be lost, as with the exception of the insigniUoant 
village Tekrit, all is desert to Baghdad and beyond. Again, 
these routes add 300 miles at least to the distance, and, in 
a strict sense, are but bye-ways to India. • 

13. Let us take up Section C'8 scheme, No. 5 from 
Aleppo. It is tortuous, has little local trade, and necessi
tates bridging the Euphrates twice. Some marsh too, would 
have to be encountered east and west of the Euphrates 
around Baghdad snd HiUeh; therefore, increased expenses 
for viaducts and annual repairs. But No. 6 of Section C
the true Kuphrate8 Valley line-is exempted from these 
drawbacks; here a railway continued on fr.om Aleppo to the 
port of ICuweyt by the west primitive boundary of the 
river would be safe from marsh and flood. SQ obvious, 
indeed, are thrse advantages, that little explanation is 
needed, and thf're are others equally telling which wOlnd 
recommend this line as the jir8t for adoption. It is near the 
old path of commerce between thE' East and West; it is the 
shortest, the least hilly, Rnd the most direct by far of all the 
proposed routes, therefore the most economical. On the 
whole too, the Arab populations on the Euphrates are more 
ftxed, more nUmerOUl'l, and more disposed to trade, while 
the local traffic is greater than on the Tigris, Baghdad. and 
Mosul excepted. These exceptions, inde.d, constitute the 
one drawback to No.6. But with the &aored shrines of 
Kt>rbcla and N ajaf as' centres of attraction on the Euphrates 
for the Shiah Mahomedans of Persia and of Indis, theae 
towns and others south of them made into Railway Stations, 
would rise briskly into importance, for pilgrimages here, lli 
reality, are but profitable trading voyages in t\fo senses to 
Moslemcen. Here are the true keys to open rail)VRY 
'communication, in the first instance, with Penia ~ugb 
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8huJtc .."d BagMati r but to to.oh UPOll Ka'honler.h~ +, other plaees within the true delia of the ri ... ers-at the 
o.1:8et, would be a fatal mistake. The fact, t.oo, of all the 
to~ enum.eratEill in No. 6 route, Section 0, being on the 
right boundary of the Euphrates is signifiC8Jlt in itself. 
Thatogretft geographical mystery, Arabia, can be-solved too, 
with ~omparative ease from these position., and th,1' wasted. 
oities at Syria, the Haouran and Pahnyra, might be restored. 
to TWkey. « 

14. Of all the projects considered, this "par excenenoe," 
the Euphrates V811ey Railway, commands the best prospect 
of fmmediate success. Our own interests undoubtedly lie 
here commerciully, 6tra~gically"and politically. COIJlmer
cially, as before shown, we are far advanced already on the 
rivers of Mesopotamia and in the Persian Gulf; for our 
merchants stand forward, like pawns on a chess-board there, 
in need only of home government support. Strategically, 
as a maritime nation, we shall be well placed at Alexan
dretta and at Kuweyt, to face in any way in aid of Turkey; 
and with England and India as a base, to make demonstra
tion against mischief on either hand. Politically, our 
Waning prestige will be strengthened and better upheld 
here than anywhere; for while infusing new life into the 
}mralized extremities of our old ally, Turkey, a mo~e here 
must have the effect of renovating her throughont, and 
giving morE' stability to our own rule in bdia. Practioa.lly, 
indeed, new influences for good will be felt operating in all 
Southern Asia Minor, Persia, and Aft'ghanistan; inftuenees 
tha.t will keep pace there with Russian influences to the 
Sllme end to the north of those countries. Thus, from the 
Indus to the Euphrates, the Tigris, and the Nile, fresh 
energies will be at work to cement old alliances, and to 
subdue that predatory disposition which has been for so 
long a fungus growth of these dear old Bible landl. 

ll), The length to which this paper has already reached 
will not admit of any statements of distances~ or ofiinancial 
et.positions in detail; nor, indeed., of any oontrovemon of 
objectioJlB Mered to this route by its opponents. They cau, 
bow.ever, be modified generally, if not wholly refuted. Bul 
~ studf of. aU ~ points is l'eeommbded from the avid-



I' • ence on the Euphrates Valley Railway, and from the Con .. 
sular Reports in ('onnection with it, presented to the Hollie 
of Commons by Her Majesty's command. Taken '; cmn 
grano salis," there will bE' found in both 'dluch to enlighten 
the general reader and the geographical inquirer; more to 
command the attention of the merchant, the sordier; and 
the statesman connected with British India. At the prese!lt 
day there are few, indeed, not bound up in some ""ay or 
other with the great question of an alternative way th~eto ; 
and if vested interests, party considerations, and official 
proclivities, would but allow to the Euphrates Valley 
Scheme a fair field and as much favor as was shown to lhe 
Red Sea project some forty years ago, we should be at once' 
better prepared against contingencies in Egypt and for 
emergencies in India, or elsf'where. At any hour these 
ma.y present themselves, when the temper of Turkey may 
not be so complaisant. Others, too, may outwit us on this 
soil. 

16. And relative to Turkey, it has been argued, de8ign~ 
erill! perhap8, that the Porte would he found aVf'rse to any 
project for railw.ay"l in her Asiatic t('rritory, not emanating 
from Coustantinople. There is h1gh authority, howevl"r, 
for declaring that to be an error founded upon ignorance of 
the policy and ~entiment~ prevailing at the capital. Thml~ 
are of the most liberal C'haracter; and, indeed, need be, 
when the most economical scheme for the combined inter~ 
ests of both countries requires ten millions of money I 
And here it may be said, "par parenthesis," let the public 
beware of cheaper offers for more extended lines. They 
should be mistru<jied as they will fail. But, we contend, 
that the smallf'st scheme will in the end develop all that 
we may reasonably expect, and all that Turkey may rea
sonably desire, while C'ontributing at the beginning to a 
prosperity not known within the history of her occupation of 
Asia Minor. Happily for her then, happily for us, that the 
question of money. restricts enterprise to the Eup~tes 
Valley, for there our joint interests will be best serve«; 
She wants invigoration there more than at ~e capital. 
Those who would counsel otherwise, wever eminent, know 
not where her remedies are best applied. 
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1.1 .. ~ But ref-orms at the capital for ameliorating the 
c<¥idition of the "ryotl" on the soil, must keep paoe with any 
opera\ions in thetEuphrates Valley. Otherwise, that COD.

temptible "bogey," the Arab of these tracts, will still be 
the paranf'ount ruler, and the colonisation which is necessary 
t<1 ~ectui.ty, will never be assured. That accomplished, the 
rail, backed by the noble river, will afford a barrier within 
whioh th~ Arab himself may be easily utilised, or banished 
beyond it to his original deserts. Under thes.new institutions 
the wMted waters and the forced barrenness of the land 
wobldsoon be turned to good account; for history, affirmed to 
'by experience, certifies to its being the most prolific region 
of the globe. And whether the rail territory is farmed from 
Turkey for working on our own account, or jointly admin
istered for mutual bcnefii, the cardinal talisman to success 
in all our transactions must be, the hearty recognition 
everywhere of the sovereign atlthority of the Sultan. 

18. Whilst, therefore, engineering skill could find a fit
ting field in the Euphrates Valley, diplomatic foresight 
should be directed there rather than exclusively to Constan· 
tinople; for in the direction olthe Persian Gulf the Sultan's 
authority is not only very threadbare, but according to the 
":b!test telegrams, in some jeopardy of subversion. There, 
the abolition of the Indian Navy was more than an injudi
cious policy in 1862, it was a political blunder; there, we 
have, ill 1872, a chance of amending it and of restoring our 
lost prestige with Turkey, with Persia, and with the Arab 
States. Then India indeed contributed much towards her 
own internal security, and to the trading interests ofhoreelf 
and her Mahomedan neighbours, by an exhibition of her 
power in alliance with the Sovereigns whose frontiers touch 
for good and evil in the Persian Gulf. The presence of our 
squadrons on this inland sea calmed "and even controlled 
national animosities; we were a friendly and an effective 
police in fact, between anarchy and peaceful pursuits; and 
i9f'ttti a highway to India on the Euphrates valley, our in
fluence a~ would be multiplied for all interests in a ten-
fold degree. ~ //~:Z2g~~//·o/-/1 
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