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“ barbarism. Kingdoms rose and fel
t land ere the foundations of thé Rom

thics, law, and politics—in the regio

1‘9 influence was unbounded {ts anci

the East. For centurxes India mainta
nacy in the domain of thought and the
tion. «Tfen the tide turned. Thecou
‘-%p to blo;)dy feudsp anarchy, and,
darkness settled over the land. Success
pt over it, and at each cyclé of ch

hile the victorious arm of
. disorder and restored




. tales of the fabulous wealth
story of the long struggle which e
est of this vast empire by the w
hardly be surpassed in dramatic i
ing the imagination can ‘conceive.
‘can be easily perceived that while th
s given up to anarchy and misrule
nsciousness had not manifested itself, and¥
Jong succession of despots the identity
andividual was lost in that of the State,
meant the king. When the English car
ind the people disufiited, disorganis
oralised. They evolved order out of
d to their eternal credit be it said, they §
g task of uplifting the masses. In an aus
ur they decided upon educating the nafi
ugh the blessings of higher education #0°
t their moral and material regé‘nera}tii‘
sand beneficent policy has been:
sued for more than half a cgntury.
e inevitable has happened. Education b
life ambitions and aspirations for’
noczope-while the people were unde

inds turned away.
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a x‘niﬁ’ishvatlon of {l
n their home from times immem

overnment can never be a substitate for’

nt%y tfe people ‘themselves,”* and the®

na.ttive has come to realise with muc

truth of this statesmanlike dictum. :
the realisation 6f the truth has sprung up a
‘complicated issues. .What Macaulay pro-
with the vision of a seer has come to
eaking from his place in Parliament on
asion of the passing of the Chatter Act,

L
y besthat the publiz mind of India may so expand

system as % outgrowethat system ; that our sub® s
brought up under good government, may develop =
for better government, that being instmicted in
. knowledge, they may crave for European institu-
know not whether such a day will ever come, but
oes come it will be the proudest day i the annals =
.

d ready to respond to the call? Or does
.to recog‘nise the conditions which the =

‘'spirit of broad statesmanshi
. Campbell-Banne; ;




' some of the most burnieg topics of the ¢
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depends the stability of their rule and the
'- _ mess bf their subjects.




CHAPTER 1
NATION-BUILDING

1§ question before®us is, Is it possikje for the
iverse races of India to become one united
verning community ? I propose to {reat it
wo elistinct heads. Under the first » mean

uss the possibility df the various races (.)_f
orming themselves into a compact, united
; undler the second I 'shall deal with their

ty for self-government.
ably one-half of those who talk about the
e races of Ingia do not realise how mu
eans. g No" bther, country in the wotld
so many varying types of’civilisation, It
to emphgsise this fact in order the better
' with the difficulties before us. For thi
shall quote at some length the words of
arquis of Dufferin. Makmg dué alloy
the “gorgeous imagery in which
: tesman delighted to i




‘ell, then, gentlemen,
in size, if Russia be excluded, to the entire gor
Europe, “with a population of 250 million souls.? T
Stion is composed of a large number of Wistin€ n
essing various religions, practising diverse rit
rent languages, and many of these nationalitis
arther separated from each other by discordant pi
by conflicting social usages, and even antagonistic
dnterests. Perhaps the most patent peculiarity of our
“cosmos’ is its division intd two mighty political comn
the Hindus, numbering 1go millions,* and the Mah
nation of somillions.* But tothese two great divisio
‘be added achost of minor nationalities, who, though®s
included in the two broader categories I have me
e as completely differentiated from each other a: ‘
‘Hindustfrom the Mahomedans., Such are the Sikhs,§
eir warlike habits and traditions and thdir
enthusiasm ; the Rohillas, tne Pathans, the Assa
‘Baluchis, and the other wild and martial tribe!
ontiers ! the hillmen dwelling in the folds of the H
ar subjects in Burma, Mongol in race and’ Bu
religion ; the Khonds, Mairs, and Bhils, and ot
‘Aryan peoples in the centre and south of India;
‘aaterprising Parsis, with their rapidly dcvelo%ing
" factures and commercial interestsc Again, amflo
' numerous communities may be found at ong, and
‘'moment all the variaus stages of civilisation throu
smankind has passed from the prehistoric ages to

man, with his stone weapons, his head-hunting, his p
habits, and childish superstitions; and at thes
uropeaeiscd native gentleman, with his refi
ish, his literary culture, his Western philo
nced political idéas; while between the




, and loose tribal government feudal
with their picturesque retainers, their
n, and their medizval modes of life; andmod
try®gent!®men and enterprising merchants
acturers, with their well-managed estates and pr
us enterprises. The mere enumeration of these div
-Llements must suggest to the most unimaginative
3 pxcture of as complicated a social and politica
ion as ever taxed human ingenuity to govern a
er.”

it epossible for this tonfused mass ofyhumanity
erge into a united community with definit
‘and definite aims ? The question is, Jone of
dlfﬁaulty, 1gvolvm" a consideration 01 com-

ctors in political ahd social evolution.
tset it will be necessary for us to, analyse
ly tRe conception of nationality. We sha
be in a ‘position to state definitely to wha
the diverse races of India have the makin
iton in them.
1S @ nation 2+ It is general]y unaersto
ote a distinct homogeneous race of men,
by the tie of common origin, languag
erg It is here the confusion between
“and a “nation” comes in. Bluntsch
t work on * The Theory of thé Sta
distinguished between the two.
and community of reli
enfents in thi fog




‘ith “and 6rganised in the State. To . :
" difference between the two conceptions shi

f political connectlon and unity which li
‘nation above the people.”
Seeley, in his “ Expansion of Englandﬂ,

a natlogl. He assigns the first place to commj
»of racc. Now, it may be af once, conce@led

. of a nation if it is composed of several p
i 'each ﬁghtmg for power and place, th#h if i

Py very helpful, is not an indispensable factor. '
ifficulf to understand why racial dxﬂ'erfmces
stand in the way ot political unity (which is 2
are concerned with) if other coaditions favo
its growth exist. Now what are thege cond
¥ which make possible the union of the heterog
ommuhnities of India ? The answer is to

‘the aggregate of those who are ci
subordinate to one Power, subject |




Il now consider one by one the value of the
s in combating the adverse influence of racia

anscends mere contmunity of race gs a mor
political force. Now it will not be denied.
by the Anglo-Indian official, that the peopl

India tave grievaﬁces and are disco;tented:

thether we have to thark “pestilential agitator8’

this, or “sun-dried bureaucrats,” this is no
lace %o inquire. Sufficient for us is the fact §

the unrest in India is not confined to one
) s

munay or to one district. All over the land a

ess campax;gn. is being carried on against
of tge Government. From the p’ess an,
the platform a flood of ctiticism, valuable ¢
iless, is beimg poured upon the methods ¢
rule, in India. Bengali and Sikh, Raj
rahmin, Madrasi and Parsi, all are united




da commotaon whxch was f ]
as, and the Punjab no less than by t
EprovinCe itself. Of course, the iptensjy of
n Bengal was not manifested to an equal de
he other provinces. That is but naturals si
the Punjab Colonisation Bill was imparti ly
emned everywhere, though it affected the Lat
the Five Rivers only. These are signs whichh
Funs may read. Here we have prachca] demo»

v xdely d1v1ded peoples. A significant passag
recent 1ssue of the Fortnightly Review amply 8t
ports my contention. Says the Jwriter ¢ “ It
mlatter of life and death for our régime . in_
East that no artificial unity of the Indian pea
Bengahs with Sikhs, Pathans, Rajputs, Mahra
and the rest—should be created by the but
i sense of a common injustice y By “artifisial ¢

factors Yhan community of race.
anterpretation, 1 hfve nothing to say to it

doing so. It is another stimulus to co-¢
and combination. The leaders of 1




O érate in their opposition to Governmeht,
ir degire tp have a substantial sharé in
istration, they are all at one. I shall hay
sion te dwell on this topic further on.

%or the present, I pass on to another factor
rtance in breaking down the barriers of race,
that is a common colntry, which include

mmon laws, common rights, &. Whether w

Hindus or Mahomedans, Gurkhas or,Sikhs, w
the children of one soil. Mr. Seeley has co
d that India is not a polmcal name, but onl

oressios. But circumstances have altered, a
wai formerly.a conglomeration of scatter
alitieg is now a single country dominated b

gle Power. No longer is th® south the country
‘Hindu and the north the dominion of t
We are all British-born subjects, livii
same flag, enjoying the same rights, a
the same disabilities. India is eqfially




the Government in bringing about the* samele\ end.
It is a commonplace in politics that where th
centre of resistance round which all the

ould drive the two forces into opposite .
1 our efforts are concentrated towards bre
down tfe ramparts behind which the burea
are at work. We constitute, so |
ent Opposition, and just as in_
there is a combination hile .




n ‘power occasmnally declaims i
party; in opposxtxon he is a staunch

e never demoralised by victory, but alwa)%
by constant reverses. &
letting alone the political aspect of the
n, what are the ties that draw us to o
? Do they lie in the Anglo-Indian’s ill
uised contempt for the “nigger,” or in hi
gant behaviour towards all and sundry, irrespec
‘of class and education ?* Is the over-sensitiv
e to be won over by being socially ost.racise
ontitually jeminded of the blackness of his
1? Does it tend to better relations when insti~
ons all over the country are labelled “For
ypeand only,” with the “ Eurasian ” also thrown
imes ? A Mahratha and a Sikh, a Rajput and
khaemay not have much in common, but th
ction betwsen them and the natlon which
tered othem “all is still less. The victor Qf
and Argaon, of Khirke& and Sobraon can
be more acceptable to the Indian than
1pa rlot and fellow-countryman. Specially
1 Case when the corquerer never forgets
_ superiority. It is unfortunately forgotte

be regretted that the writer does not herq‘l‘“

but charges Anglo-Indians as a class




- Thus it comes to pas
sion is not between the Hindu and the

dney Low, who has hardly much sympathy
ndian aspirations, thus observes in his book o
Royal tour :(—

“What did not seem to me a small matter by any n
as that all these Anglicised, de-Orientalised nativ
‘a certain cqmmon national feeling as against the alien
iffering as they do among themselves in origin, race,
nguage, they yet manifested a consciousness that v
he Brifish they were all ‘Indxaqs It was a sentimen !
existenct of which most Anglo-Indiang would &mphatic

@ny, but T have seen other etidence that it prevails even

uropeanised Bombay, which is perhaps the last place
~one would expect to find it.”

[}

.1 have so far attempted to show that racial
. sity is not an insuperable obstacle to the attains
3‘“’ political unity. Perhaps, if we fmd some illusi
gions ffom history in support ‘of oug view,
case will be very*much strengthened. The
strkag instance is that of Switzerland, whxch
cceeded in retaining different natignali

by side without injuring the unity of th
t has rhaintained a vigorous patriotism in -
three languages and two religions
an, and Italian elements there co-exis
arrel or conflict. In alesser degr




nion- created a strong and militan

'How many discordant elements, again, h

to thegmaking of the American nation, sir
days when Europe first poured her huma
6 into the New World. So, while we reﬂec

| the diversity of races in India, let us not
air of their political unity. A united India i
, fond visionary’s dreany, but quite within t

of practical politics. And what, after all, does ¢
diversity in substance amount to ?  Underlyin,
ese various manifestations of civilisation ther

“essential unity of Indian life and 1deals A

wd observer has refnarked :(— <
»

pare the most d1551m11ar Indian sects, and if a fe
bes at a lower stage of civilisation be left out of’

, striing similarities will at once appear, while th
ences of both from the civilisation of Europe on the one
or of China'and Japan on the other, wili Lc very marked
ony one point, it will be found that the ideal ¢

y is, the same t’hroughout India ; so that there af®
s who are held n, veneratxon by men of all re&gxons in

»

the casual gbserver is of course more struck ==
rﬁc1al differences than by the underlym -




Accordmg to Seeley, it is the |
most important of all the elements th
constitute. nationality, and he thigks this -
ment exists in India. The latter part of tl
emark is, of course, not correct (thovgh it xs='
admission in my favour), for Hinduism
Mahomedanism have nothing in common,
- there are absolutely mo indications of the
‘absorbing the other.

and life ‘of man. The principle of tolera
‘was practically unknown, and religious libt

Believe.” Those were tke days when heretics
unbelievers were tortured and burnt. In the

an intolerance and bigotry which almost
amounted to fanaticism. Human life was not"
Sacred then, and our forefathers had rather ‘
mnotions¥of its value. Respect fof individual

;termed unbelief. The statutes of civilised,
ies bear witness to the spirit which dbm
e reliyious convictions of men down to
gent  times. Our modern cnvxlxsatlon ca




faith Islam carry conviction.at the poi
sword. I\fot in our day will an imagin
Never

ceasqd to be the disruptive influences that
‘they were. Outside of our beliefs, we find

dellow-creatures. As Mr. Wells observes in ong

1S essays :(—

le man may be a Swedenborgian, another a Rom
lic, another a Calvinistic Methodist, another an Eng.
igh-Chuzchman, another a Positivist or a Parsi or
he fact remains that they must go about doing all sort:
in common every day, and may meet unanénously ir
ket-place with a desire to shape their general activi-
e form of a public-spirited life, and when at last the
dav is summed up, to leave the world better




But we are graduaﬂy -
ds this ideal, and the day is not fz -
en our religious dlfferences will | be
erged in a hlgher conceptlon of the esse

declared that it regards all religions alike.
the v@lence and animosities of earher,days

considerably diminished by the lesson of ta
nce thus taught. Of course there aregoccasi
outbursts of ill-feeling between the Hindus

jany serious conflict between the two racés.“;
ecent breach between them in Eastern Be
"% due to political reasons, and religiods def
. have not contributed thereto. Of their
elations I shall have to speak shortly.

nt 1 shall content myself with one




an, agd thg enterprising Parsis have mono:
ed in that State some of the highest position
e gift of the Nizamn. The Gaekwar of Baroda,

. Native Princes, has had more than one Pars
e head of his State. Similarly, in other Native
s, important posts will be found to have been
tribufed irrespective of*caste or creed. Thisisa
ouraging sign of the times, and a happy augury.
the future. Bluntschli’s opinions are always
rving ef respect, ahd this is what he fas to
on the influence of réigion :—

ow tha® religious freedom is valued more highly than

of belicf, the influence of religion upuii the formation
eparation of peoples becomes weaker. Germans have
ne conscious of their unity as a nation apart from the:
®n whether they are Catholics or Protestants, Jews of '
heists, and thcy'xpamtam their distinction frore foreign =
es, although many of these are of the same religion wit

"
et

, .
ird elgment in the formation of a natio
is ®dmmunity of language. Unlike the oth
elements we have just discussed, it is aff esse
ondition of political unity! For unless the
mmon language which serves as a med; m




“same language have a mutual recogni
ch other as members of the same people
“must not be anderstood that commungty of s
always denotes nationality; for the Englis
Americans both speak the same tongues yet ar
distinct nationalities. But it is essential that
should be a common instrument for the diffusi
of ideas before there can be a community '
' interests. Now, India has more than a hunds
. dialects, gnd it would appear that here is an in
mountable obstacle to our ultimate unifical
- But the spread of English education has
tnally removed this obstacle, and, the gradual d‘,

: sxon of the language ° among the masses '

ultimately supply us with that common spe A

Li-Iow much it has done for ws can best be’r
1_' sed by an attendance at the anfiual meeting of
Indian National Congress. Here will be found
Bengali and the Sikh, the Brahmin and the
em, the Mahratha and the Parsi conversm
each other in the 1anguage that threa.terflz




ity exists at present exists among them alo
remarkable, jowever, with what facility India

e adopted a tongue which is not their own. T
gner stands amazed at their command over th

glish language. There are hundreds of native

0 can speak and write it as well as Engllshme %
mselves, though the elojuent Babu sometim
chers the idiom. To one who is a resident o
s country the fact *needs no demgnstration, &
end a political meeting or read a native journal, #

d no further proof will be required.
Nor wil proof be *heeded to demonstmte th

mense influence of lafguage and literature H
f;glng about a feeling of nationality. A common
ature Ys the means whereby community o
ught and feeling is engendered, for it is th
zhicle bys which ideas are exchanged and acquired
o this result the weriodical press has contrlbute .
L a little.  1f the Elizabethan age was the age of
ets and dramatists, the twefltieth century may
be said to be the age of newspapers. Withir
ast fifty years the press in Western countries
acqﬂlred and wielded an influence which has™
felt by princes and cabinets. This i€ not
of a decade or a gencmﬁon. It is the res
g struggle against neglect, opposition, anc
on. To-day, its posxtxon asethe spokes nan




5 o{her It has created arnd sbaped public opin

' and in voicing the aspirations of the diverse r
" of India, has helped to bring about & comm
" feeling of nationality. !

Of all the various shapes which political act

. Bas taken in this country, I am inclined to 4t
‘wthe greatest importance to the efiorts of the na 4

-papers. Their inffuence is being slowly recogn




excusable under the peculiar circumstances o
case. For the matter of that, a Tory journa
s seldom a good word "to say of the Likerals. O
urse, there are black sheep everywhere, and th
an who wrote that Lady Curzon’s death jwas a :
tation from God on the late Viceroy for par-.
ning the province of Bengal cannot be to
vercly condemned. But, despite occasional lapses
m goo& taste and common sense, the nat1ve
ss as a whole is doing yeoman's service to the:

of she country.

l;there is being slowly formed a feelmg ‘0
onalily all over the country. As has been we

n strange races, entering on- the heritage of a ne
are gradually transformed in spirit, by it until
; xg changed. Thus the German fribes of th




”

ents.” This element exists in India, thou
che is rather weak. It is‘natural that people
ave been associated with each cother in the
hould deve10p strong tendencxes to unite. In spt
:‘a what may be said to the" contrary, thé peo
/ dxa have historic assodiations. Whatever
5‘:: had, they remember at least the ancient g
nd prosperity of their fatherland. Nof hav
_ternatxons of Hindu and Mahomedan rulers ten
) impair this sense of historical assoeiatio
‘e(past if it be remembered &hat the disti
£b tween a Hindu and a Mah.omedan 1s nol s0
as that between thetn and a foreigner. On the
and, the rule of a universal bemefactor like
as handed down glorious traditions vghxch
mmon property of all. ]ust as the dark ep




