x;;hsh admtmstratlon? Would it ot be sir
f the edugated classes in a body were oppo;
ritish rule 7 But no one who knows them h
forward such a suggestion, which has only ema
from the fevered brains of a few scaremongers.
less a critic than Lord Curzon has declared tha
unrest in India is “skin-deep.” Recent events
- not affected the substantial truth of this verdict. \
" is true that there is a widespread feeling of disco
tent with British rule. But it is the inevitabl
- awakening of the national consciousness, which h
been fed and fostered by the “pax Britannica.”
the history of the people there comes a time wh
 commerce, industry, law, and good governmg
. cease to satisfy men’s minds. There rises up th
. a vague feeling of dissatisfaction and a healthy r
lessness. To call it sedition is preposterousc Lo
. Morley, before he was frightened into deporti
- respectable people, in his memorable Budget spee
©of 1906, proclanned that he dxd not beheve t

- He expressly warned his hearers against
 readinesscto scent evil and disaster. Unfortu
it is the very thjng that often happens, thi
lack .of intimate acquaintance with the
‘character. - It is useful to bear this in mind,

we come to consider the ways and 'means by §




here are various ways in which ..edmon can be’
Bacon, in his essay on the subject, wisely
marks : “It is a thing well to be considered ; for
surest way to prevent seditions is to take away 26
matter of them. For if there be fuel prepared, b
hard to tell whence the spark shall come that
all set it on fire.”” Then he sets forth two causes
lie at the root of all trouble. Now, the remedy
fie ‘prescribes is too obvious to require much argu--
ment. But it is generally the least thought of. It
‘plam that if we take away the matter of sedition it 9
ases to exist. Yes, but the questxon is, How shall ;!
wedo it ? Here we enter upon large questions,and |
would seem that the idea of changing the whole |
: ollcy of the Government to suit the requirements
a few malcontents would be rather funny. But 54
yber reasoning will tell us that as long as there is *;l
erial for trouble there will always be trouble.
ovided there is proper fuel, a spark will soon,ﬁ
st into a flame. In so much, t‘ﬁerﬂfore, as dls-@
ction has materials to go upon, those materials
t to some extent l.)e removed Thxseneed no

."

3»

t thoughts be supposed. ® ol
prime cause of trouble & the want of con-
between the rulers and the ruled. As a




ecy

cial circumstances. Nothing affords a
ndle to the mischief- maker than an attitu
loseness and secrecy on the part of the authori
He has then all the tools of his trade to work w
xaggeration, misrepresentation,” calumny.
hould the Government fear to work in the op
. Let it submit its policy to the searchlight of pu
' criticism before it is finally decided upon. Such
- course would be of advantage both to the officy
‘apd to the people. Would it not have been bett
¢ for instance, to have consulted the wishes of
. people before the Punjab Colonisation Bill

" passed, rather than tQ have withdrawn it afterwa
" in deference to the popular will ? By that time m
g mischief had been done, and the Government
" lost its prestige. This is but one of many instan
. in which deplorable results have ensued from wor:
- ing “in camera.,” Is it asking too much of
 bureaucracy that they should let the people
- their confidence, and.thus prevent misconceptit
- and ifl-feeling T Surely it is a better preventive'
sedition than deportations under an obsolete R
 lation. .

What I have sug@ested above is not a remed
e a preventxon How, then, shall we meet se
" when we are confronted with it ? There ou
. be no two opinions on the subject. Every




subvert her authority. No Goverament, howe
erful, can afford to ignore the open preachin

lcontents. The horrible atrocity in Muzaffapur
howed the lengths to which miserable weak-minded
:n can go when once their minds have been worke
on by seditious doctrines. That retribution, then, =
ould be swift and sure admits of no discussion, -

e problem is how to effect:this Objéct so that the
s which justice has in view may not be frus-
>d. On the one hand, there is the danger of
aking martyrs of insignificant persons; on the
ther Fand, there is the grave Misk to society of leav-
ng dangerous criminals at large. To steer a middle
urse is the part of a’ wise statesman. Upon ature
sideration, it will appear *that what seems At fir
difficult task admits of easy solution. - ;
sedition in India js more gmé‘*ﬁliy dissemeinated
n the press than from the pletform, I ehall leave
latter out of consideration., What, however,
lies to the one wx& with certam.modlﬁcatxo
to the other. To turn to the native P
within the’last ten years the rumber of native




;oumals often have to cater for suppq
. olent and-sensational writings. Much of this
undiluted nonsense. Apart from that there
nough that is dangerous in character. Effusi
this kind must be severely dealt with.
offender must be warned twice, and if he s
persists in his ways he must be brought before the
e regular tribunals of justice and dealt with according
i »to law. On a second conviction he must be debarr
ever afterwards from owning or editing any journ
The prosecution must not be conducted in i
spirit of revengeful hostility—as was done in
famous case some years ago, when the Crown:
© engaged all the leading talents of the local Bar—
" this is calculated to bring discredit on the Gove
ment and attract undeserved sympathy towards
accused. Let Justic€ take her course, andcif th
offendgr is guilty he will assuredly pay the penal
of his misdeeds. When he ha$ been tried and ¢
victed,«the jouerxal which served to disseminate
views must be warned that its publication will
suppressed in"case it transgresses again. If i
* Governméat has nof, this power, it must be acq
by special legislation.r

Under present condltlons, insignificant pe

* This has been done, since the essay was written



e pale pf the law. When these pooi"*h
as it were, for the sins of others, their p‘aces
n up, and the guilty journal continues in
eer of sedition. This is not a fancy picture, but’
edupon hard facts happening before our very ey
ow, it is obvious that if persistently seditious pape
re allowed to exist, the punishment meted out »‘-‘1
ir conductors fails to have a deterrent effect o , i
evil which it was meant to check. There ar

ipeople who make light of a few months' imprisor *
iment, provided they can again start on their caréer, -

specially as the circulation of their journal vastly “"«;
fincreases after their supposed martyrdom. It is, = -
therefore, necessary that such papers should be totally
pressed. Nor is it harsh to visit sedition with
ich consequences, if it is borne in mind that the
osecution of the offender takes place after two
armngs, and the suppressnon of the paper only o
cond conviction, People who are not gr*erred'
‘by repeated warmngs or prosecutnons must be so =
dealt with as to be rendered incarable ever after-

ds of propagating mischievous doctrines. The
i her the infiuence«and position of the offender,
h .‘ greater relatively must be hés punishifient, whi
hould in no case be very severe. Insignificant per.
should be.dealt w1th hghtly, as'harsh seaten




ns would go a long way towards checkl
wing evil. , There is nothing in them to wh
'@ \y reasonable man can take exception. They alte e
he existing arrangements but slightly, though in.
uch-needed direction. It has been suggested
1 persons intending to start new journals should:
e required to furnish a substantial security. The$
; Wuggestlon has much to recommend it, but I u:,;-
£ afraid it is not practicable.
* I have now indicated some of the methods-of-
: vsuppressmg sedition. There is one point, however
“ on which I cannot too strongly insist, and that i
g " at harsh repression can never achieve the ob]ec_ 7‘
"in view. Now that a new Press Act is said .v
. be in contemplation, this note of warning canno
e too strongly sounded. At this critical ]uncture
the calm deliberation, and ripe statesmanship of!
a Canning are needed. In the hour of danger
'a policy of repression is apt tQ be mistaken for a
: pohcy of firmness. Let the Government of Ind'\',‘
beware cof this. ¢ There ‘should be no unreasonabl e
- checks on the safety-valve of public opinion, “for:
e that ‘turneth the humours back, and maketh th
. wound bléed inwards, endangereth malign ul
-and pernicious imposthumations.” * It is too ofte
forgottén that fhtrigues carried on in secret are
re dangerous to the peace of the.State than




vlf. They did hot reflect that what was publlcly'
orbidden might be easily done in private, con
idering the difficulties under which a smal
nber of police must labour when confronted -
th a vast population of wvarious nationalities. -
e natural course for the Government to take
was to bring to book such of the speakers ‘as
‘transgressed the limits of legitimate criticism
fThis could have been easily effected by a pro-
ion that at every public meeting official reporters
ould be present. The detection and punishmen
seditious harangues would thus have been easy
nough, and a few exemplary sentences could have
ectially checked the evil. 9nstead, vexatious and
necessary restrictions were placed upon the'righ
public meeting, ‘and widespread dissatigfactior;
was caused thereby. What is morey ‘he prgachin
of sedition continues as before, desp:*e the indust
corrupt and inefficient police.
hese and like consideratigns will &elp us
erstand the popular detestation of harsh and
essive megsures. Very few people in England.
ised the intensity of pubiic feeling evoked
ortations some time ago of Lajpat Rai
; . ol




on the brink of a revolt. It was rightly f

at to depgrt® men without a trial under the san
an obsolete Regulation was a blot upon the
me of British justice. The Regulation was pas
t a time when England had not established hers !
ﬁrmly on Indian soil. It was a remedy suited

meet the exigencies of the period in which it as
%stabhshed To revive it under conditions vastly;
. different was to violate every canon of cmlxse
urisprudence. 1f the men were guilty, why we 3
they not put on their trial? “Reasons of State”
“may be a convement refuge, but they will not al{ ot
. public opinion ‘on the subject. Under such pre &
texts the Government could do away with any and®
every person who proved himself obnoxious. T
* supersede regular tribunals of justice is at all times

\fdangerous and partictlarly so at a period of unrest
. and ferment. It shocks our conscience to thi
hat a ‘man should be conderhned without bei
' 1!1eard m his defence. it is a great pity that ¢
ost odious act' of the Indian Government f
- many 3 day should have received the approva
a philosgpher who has worshlpped at the shn ne
- of Burke and Mill, “But “ Honest John” has p
- on many hues_and shapes since he came to t
" India Office, and thes irony of Fate was complet




ich prgmises to have a pro und
course of Indian history. Of late, m
been asking whether our system ‘of education
ot contributed to the prevailing unrest and ;
ation. An instructive debate on the subject
ntly took place in the House of Commons.
question presents many points of difficulty,
to deal with it adequately would involve an
quiry into the net results of a system that has
ed part of our Indian life for half a century,
] okmg at it from a critical standpoint, it must be_
itted that our education policy has gnevously'
d in some respects. Inasmuch as it has done
le for the growth and formsation of character, it
ds convicted of having shared largely in the s Al
ping of the present state of affairs. In the zeal
dorn of a noble cause, the statesmen of the earlier
eneration desired to engraft Western culture root
d branch on Indian soil. Education was made
J'f.o academic, too literary. The moral aspects’of th
stion were overlooked. “In thg,olden days the:
efects of the system were not qvparent The
nber of boys being very small,the influence
the professors could make itself felf. The

depends Thus, whatever wag defectjve i
stem was balanced by the hold which th
ors had over the minds of 'thexr studentss 5




4 ltu're we have found that ogr Universit
aVe not qmte realised the ideal of sending fc
healthy,'level headed, and manly set of yot
en to fight the battle of life. With the rea
tion of the fact has come the desire to alter th
ystem responsible for these shortcomings.
is not the place to inquire into the merits
- demerits of Lord Curzon’s scheme of refo.

- Whatever may be involved by this and other schem
education must be such that the imagination
the East may be schooled, not destroyed, by the
learning of the West. It should aim at the develop=t
ment both of, intellect and character. . Withot

; ~ discipline, mere bdok-learning becomes useles
~and even dangerous. In India we are alr

. realising the truth of this. Much of the sediti

"1" ..now rampant is a schoolboy affair. The rece ._,

* dastardly outrages hfive been committed by hare:
brained youths intoxicated with the pernici

No wonder the pdor fools play into the hai
f clever agitators.




: amp. A true reading of history acts as a correc
ve to ill-formed notions, and 1 believe more.

fitherto been done. An attentive study of history”

a1l dispel many of the delusions under which ili
ned minds are apt to labour. It will be an @&
‘day for India when her youths turn aside

the engrossing pursuits of arts, science, and &

ture to the dangerous attractions of politics.
ey who foster and encourage this tendency '.
the real enemies of the country The men
p0n51ble for the recent dastardly outrages are

so ‘much actual cyplprits but the infinitely more
gerous persons who spurred and egged them on
is much to be regretted that the real criminals
1 escape the punishment that will(.be,. meted out
heir less guilty brethren.




CHAPTER ViI

THE OUTLOOK

my case with fairness and moderation. I sh()f 1l
now like to supplement what I have said by a fe

general remarks, which, I trust, will not be
_ sidered out of place. ”

‘a new era in the history of this country. It ha 84
~marked a distinct stage in our political progress
~and has opened out before us new paths and fre
fields Of work. What the future has in store for
**  no man can fortzsee. The Indian problem prese
& features that o country either in ancient or
‘modern times" has hitherto presented. We h
,before us & vast hetgrogeneous population in al
arious stages of¢civilisation, coming for the
1me gnder thg vivifying influence of, Western
'«gatlon and Western' modes of thqught.
he mmglmg of the speculative and i




t we are concerned with is to trace the res
mplanting English institutions and Englis o
es of government in the hoary soil of Indxa.‘)
e results have falsified all expectations. It
perhaps anticipated that, being imbued with
tern learning, the native would clamour for
tern institutions. But the congresses and the
erences, the extremists, the seditionists, the
2 chists, and all the rest of the various manifesta-

tion, " If the Government of India had moved
the times there would have been no unrest, no
ion. If it had recognised and encouraged the

uced. If it had respected the voice of the peopler‘:_ ;
ult of the bomb would not have developed. It
be admitted that much of what goes on in .

cted and confinea within well- deﬁncd limits ?

ould be futile to expect ti#s, But the past i
ocable, and let us spare our feg%ets Instead,

look tosour future pclicy an® shapé it to

e new forces at work. It js necessary that




ave outgrown the system of governmen® or
apoleonit principle of “everything for the p
and nothing by the people.” Why does the bureat
‘cracy persistently ignore this glaring fact?
. extreme unwillingness of British statesme
comprehend the signs of the times is t
‘deplorable.
So acutc a critic as Seeley has declared thatf
day Indians are united England must begm“
‘Pack her things, and make up her mind to ma
out of the country. He considers it impossiblg
‘that a handfyl of Englxshmen can starid agam
‘the patriotic union ‘of three hundred millions
~human beings. Recent events have shown that af
united India is a living possibility. Must we then
follow Seeley, and say that the end of English
“dominion is in sig11t? I refuse to accept a"
such \.riew. The stability of English rule in Ind ,4
depends not upon the valour of British arms, nt
upon ¢he physigal force which England can c
mand, but upon the firm basis of justice, sympa
and righteousness. Any osher relation betw
‘the two @buntries i impossible. England will
“digging her own ‘grave if she pins her faith t
pernisious dectrine of the sword gand leave
of account that moral force which is the gr




yrable workmgs of Fate. Will England con
o rule the greater part of the world with h
unaided strength? How long will she hol
da, Australia, South Africa, India and a host
ther possession’s with the might of her armies
her fleet? Already the moral factor—the
ng of kinship and loyalty—is beginning to be +
ie dominating influence in the relations of the
“ther-country with her daughters across the seas
ominous example of the American colonies 1§
cising its influence over British statesmen. It
being slowly recognised that the colonies have =
come too powerful and independent. Very re-
tly a Canadian judge declared that Canada will
n be recognised as an ally instead of a unit of
e Empire. How long, then, does England expect
govem India by the sword. in the face of the
wmg forces of nationalism ?
These and like congiderations make it imperative
_73 England should banish from primacy the:
{”‘ itary factor. India has nevergbeen and will
ever be held by the sword. I‘hls has been fully
scognised by all who are competent to judge: But

to make ifya living force. Now#if it i®held
he stabxht3 of England’s rule i in India depends



bcted by a wise policy of reform, by a ge
response ta Indian aspirations, and by a
,-recogmtxon of Indian subjects as citizens o
British Empire. If you continye to govern o
~ old cast-iron system, if you refuse to encourag
just aspirations of the people, and if you allow
 Indian subjects to be trampled upon by your:
- colonies, then you are seriously undermining
- deep-seated feelings of gratitude and loyalty w
- are so characteristic of the Indian people. :
Curzon did not exaggerate when he said that In
was the mainstay of the Empire. What a w
g accession of Strength she would be to the
" country is but dimly realised.
~And this brings home the sad reflection that
. English people as a rule know very little and e
. still less about the affairs of this country. Whate
* interests them beyond their own concerns perta:
to the colonies. This may be partly natural;
it is none the less deplorable. Many of even
. ablest’of Englisk statesmen are blissfully ignoran
o “what takes plaee in this country. The Indian deb:
o\ are carried on in a nearly &mpty House. ©
& of rupees'are voted® away with ag much unconce
‘as if only the parish pump was in question. ‘Wi
figtlus sfate of tflings ontinues there ¢s little hope f
: his country. As long as English* public




is tgo great for the disinte :
like Sir Henry Cotton and Sir Wi
erburn, who are doing so much'to enlighten
lic opinion in England. If only they were
ned to with fhe attention they deserve, ho
h could be achieved! But unfortunately the
ish public has other mentors as well, notably
 Rees, who is playing the heroic réle of the
‘ lampion of the bureaucracy. Thus it comes to
ass that India is often either ignored or misunders:
‘However that may be, of this I am convinced,
at, when once the conscience of England is
ed the sacred trust which an all-wise Provi-
ce has placed in her hands will be nobly J
harged. The nation which has carried to the =8
rmost corners of the world the principles of -
ice*and liberty will ultima®ely not fail in theu‘
application to the governance of a fifth of the’
sman race. The present situation is one of great f'
culty, but I do not beliede that General Gordon -
‘right when he said that India® would never be i
rmed until she was in the thrées of q,nother

h




REGENERATION ON A
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CHAPTER 1

AN ALLEGORY

' EFORE entering into the questions framed"
»;' by Mr. Laidlaw it will not be inappropriate
t "preface this essay with the following story.o .,_'_
w the tiger became the king of the Indxam
ests, holding despotic sway over the lives of alE
e other jungle folk The fable was related td‘ ;f

- ttle i-hmgs. Let us hope #he British Lion will
"profit by the fate of his fabled prototype.”

ce upon a time there was & great and beautiful jung
d which stretched from the porth tq the south and fro
east to the west, and the lord of it all was the noble hon
ruled over his subjects as a benevole#t despot, and v

ired and respected by all. He only took from t{'ne ]ungl
which was his due and what gvas absolui®ly neces
aintain his regal’ position. He wds a terror to evil
the bulk of his subjects lived in peace and amity, i
d and multiplied, and grew faf on thé®and. There
ger to appgehend, as good ng Lion guarded them
h mnemal troutles ad foreign foes, :




and happy cond:tzon was due to .thew oW
‘qualities and had nothing to do with the fact
being thejr King. They grumbled and. groused
nade ‘much fnischief, and at last decided that there s
a general meeting of all the animals to discuss the si
on. On the occasion the leading grumblers explained
‘their own way that there was no nccesslty to have a
er all ; that it would be better if all the different an
overned themselves, and lived in their own way, and us
the jungle as it best suited them. A good number o
“foolish creatures were led away by the plausible argume
. and gave a “ No King” vote. But a very much larger num!
3 Jrf:m;auned neutral, and said they would wait and see w
" wquld happen, as they feared the lion’s wrath. %
At this stage the wolf, the hawk, the cobra, and thi
scorpion formed themselves into 2 committee of ways ang
. means, and informed the beasts and birds that they wou 4
rid the forest of fhe liony provided the others promxsed” \
< support their efforts either actively or by passive resistance.
*f The disaffected quartet talked much, but were unable tof
' combine for an open attack on the lion, for they feared b i
" might, and, what is of much more consequence, they dis=
‘trusted each other. Faxémg in this direction, they decnd‘
hat it would be safer to try to worry the lion, and make his
e henceforth such a burden to him that he would of
~own accord abandon the jungle and¢go and live elsewher
they did rot care where, as long as they had the jungle
‘themselges. This plan appealed to them, for besides en
mg less danger, it ﬂrought Them a certain amount of ch
*notonety among ¢he rest of the jungle denizens.
So it ¢ame to pass that henceforth the lion was subje
- to all sorts of petty annoyances, and his rule in the forest’
. thwarted and upset mm?any little ways.« When the lion ¥
w ‘out for his dinner, the wolf would howl round himia
 frightertall the (_,mm(, away. The hawk would circle scr.
'iqg round his head, and occasionally peck at his eyes.v
bra. would sudderdy rise out“of the grass and puff hi

-




proucd

A ﬁtxble torgnentors, and he was ver'y unhap %
the base ingratitude of these creatures, whom he !
ed and protected for so many ages. He could havi
ed them out by one sweep of his powerf@ilepaws ; but
 sorry for them, and felt that it was their ignorance of
world that made them so disrespectful and foolish. Hie
ght he would gently reason with them and convince them
the folly of their ways. But his equanimity had the opposi
fect, for they said, “ Behold, the lion is afraid of us, or
Id not speak to us like this. If he really was strong ’
ould punish us; so courage, brothers—let us renew ou:"" g
fforts to drive him out. He will soon go, for is he not
eady showing srgns of weakness and despair ?” e
"' Sb things went on in the forest from bad to worse. Occa~

4 sionally the lion growled and slapped a few of his tormentdrs, 3
and they got hurt and some died ; but he was too magnani-
dmous to slaughter them all, as he could easily have done, and ’ﬁ,
‘thus put a final stop to these evil doings. ®He just looked on
”th contempt, tempered with a great deal of pity for lus.. :
misguided and foolish subjects. As a matter of fact, he was
too good a King, and as he had no 2vil thoughts agamst ;
¢ other animals, he in his benevolence thought that they* ‘
o were too noble-hearted to do him any real injury. But |
s magnanimity and compassionat® heart were his undoing
e gradually became careless as well as contemptuous and
tiful. One day, after ahard day's work, he came Rome and |
y down to rest. He slept heavily, and was therefore nol
‘conscious as usual of the noiles round him. Thig was the
portunity the disaffected wct® waitit® for, and they fe]l
on their slumbering monarch. °
he cobra sneaked up and inflicted a poisonous weund ; the
wk swooped down and pecked at his eyt’s ; the wolf flew &
is throat ; while.the scorpion ®awled round and stu
dying lion wherever he could safely make an attack.
by surprise by those he still trustg, the ppor lion
- unable to d@fend himself, so*he was cruelly done
h and his carcase was threwn ou’ into the sea. The four




aints on
to all the other animals and announced that he
" 1h ey were free gnd could do whatever they liked in the fo
here were great rejoicings, and old enemies embraceﬂ
ther and promised eternal friendship, and the wolf and |
mb played together, and for a time they all revelled in
freedom.
But the wolf, the hawk, the snake and the scorpion, ha
ted power, were loath to come down to the common ‘
for ever, so they decided among themselves that they st
ombine to rule the others. By the latter there was mu !
ceping and gnashing of teeth and lamentations over th J.
‘happy past. But it was too late, they could not resist their
ersecutors the good old time had gone for ever. This §
‘of ‘affairs did not last long, however, for the wolf and {
hawk and the snake and the scorpion—bred in suspicion ant
distrust—began to quarrel among themselves. Then they fe
‘upon each other, and thpy and their followers fought and
illed and slaughtered and looted by day and by night, and#
‘the forests rang with the pain and anguish of the wounded
‘and dying, and the streamlets flowed red with the blood ol f
he dead. ¥
~ The smell of the blood and the cry of the dymg
noticed in north, south, &4st, and west, and there wis mu
" comment and agitation among the animals of the world.
" last, howgever, a mighty tiger, who soamed about in a spu‘
_of adventure, seeking whom he could devour, decided ¢
‘go to the forest and see Whether he could do anyth
for himself in the dommotidn that was raging. But he
ise in his generation and took no risks; so he invited
leopard and the monkey and the gmongoose to join him
‘the expeditipn. On arriving at the forest they saw it
good place to live inp &b they decided ¢o conquer the
imals and possess themselves of all that was therein,
the leogard thefiiger said, “Go thou and  wage war o
volf and all his tribe.* To the monkey was allottef
reedom of the trees and the fask of eating up the eg




o wll § '
over the forest—and you wiil ﬁnd him there -
d none of the jungle inhabitants have since knoy
X safety or peace means. For every affimal is ags
ery other animal, and the tiger reigns supreme, takmg his
1l from all. The moumful cry of the koel is heard in the
rest to this day lamienting over the happy days when he
g in the mango-tree over the peaceful lion, and the jackal
s dismally of a night, calling on the lion to return to his
igdom ; but there is no lion now to hear either cry. As
'y have sown so they have reaped, and the night of death
er all.
’ Thxs is the legend of how the lion, through his own'
tightless benevolence, disappeared from India, and how
shortsxghted animals of his great kingdom returned once

; nore to primitive savagery and desolation under despotic
King Tiger and his ruthless followers.




CHAPTER 11

ETHNIC TYPES
’.ﬂf ix

S it possible for the diverse races of In
to become one united self-governing -z,

mumty?" Before answering this question it
"necessary that we should survey the hlStOI‘lES i

A ormmg one selt'-govermng community is that
the United States qf America.r There wg ha
eventy-eight million people under one law a
‘one gavernment, speaking thes same language, a
ractising one fundamegtal religion. Of this po

re of Latin, German, and Sc&ndinavian origin,
. the balanle is mage up of ten mjllion negroes

l




o0-Saxon element. This virile and robust stoc
mposed its language and its goverament on 3

thical standards of the superior white majority.
e negro population, on the other hand, is steadily’
reasing in numbers, but it has always formed a b
eparate and distinct nationality in the United States. =
Fhough for ages the negroes have had the same'
ernment, language, and religion as the whlte

Americans, they cannot be. assintilated by the h
er, and there is no doubt if they were able to

so they would separate entirely and evolve some
n of kingdom or republic of their own. What'.yg
t that prevents the negro gnd the Red Indian |
om becoming one united community with the reshi‘
the American nation? It is not the religion, |
guage, or government .of the country, for all
e have already been adoptedemore or less by
th these races, and yet they remasn separate and

onistic to the trhie American—and will do so
s long as they exist. 9 # ‘
get a true appreciation of this problem on
go back o the origin of races. Ethﬂolo'
us that the different races of the gl )
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p!jm the peculiar physical and mental chaﬁﬂa
stics of each race. We also know that
portion of the earth’s surface; produces its
particular type of fauna and flora, and that
arrive at their highest limit of development i

and of their origin. There are a few appa

" exceptions to this rule; but even these are expl

' able by later discoveries, which show that

ipstances where a vegetable or an animal has b

transpla.nted to a new country and has thri
.~ better there, it has really in the dim past origi

A

2 ~" there, or in a‘land with identical condmons. f’

existence. The exotics have eventually adap
themselves to a changed environment, but h
contmued their species with a lesser degree
v1ta11ty and dev#®opment. They therefore exist
modxﬁed forn® and are no longer 1dentical in every
way with the original type. :

The negro, for «¥stance, attained his highe:
of ph sical %velopment in the land of his

y Africa ; and his mentality, i®it ever d

beyond its present stage, will be devel




nment, and he has long since arrived at h
est state of development. Brought'into contac
a more virile race, the product of Europe
tion—he is bdund sooner or later to succumb
hanged conditions of life. Being the ultimate
man product of his own country, the natural laws‘
is environment effectually prevent his ever =
coming a European or African ; his extinction is | “
refore only a question of time. While the Re
an cannot become a European in his own ¥
'ntry, it is conceivable, on the other hand, that an
erican of Europcan descent might in the course ?'
me conform to the type of the Red Indian. It
a very remarkable fact that this reversion to %
aboriginal type is already noticeable to a certain ~ %
ent in Americans of pure white descent. -It is
jectured that if Americ®@ could again be
lutely isolated from the rest of the world, m :
llion, or it may be only a few thousand yea.rs, ':
whole population would _physxcallv and pgrhaps
ntally resemble the extmct Réd Indian. Thxs'“
nformity to an aboriginal type Mas alsq been

ed in China and Africa, where chilgren born o
hite residents’ have frequehtly shown distinct
s of the Chinese and African castpf featyres.
ollows thkt if the American and the negro

)
it
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egro for an incalculable and indefinite period. &
The reason why the immigrant European ra V
- have hitherto partially fused into the Yankee typeg
, is because the latter is the preponderating factor,§

‘tendency to racial fusion is, however, already shov
W ing signs of abridgment, as the later immigrants
- {ormmg distingt colonie% of their own, wh
heir own language, customs, and characteris
are being perpetuated. If this continues, there

- eventually be formed of many separate nationalitie
- The question will tRen arise as to whether the
f‘:a,ces wxll remain as integral portions of the Umtq
L.

overnments of their QWn.
Two distinct inferences may be drawn from w

juerors ; while on’ the other Hand it is
%o ble for the latter, in the course of tim



ted. These results may be artificidlly modified #
time, but they can never be radically altered

essentials. The' second inference is that even
ler favourable circumstances diverse races do not

munity. The tendency, on the contrary, is for -
erent races to separate and for each to work
t its own salvation independently. ]
- This latter fact will be now clearly elucidated

'we survey the races of Europe, where we have

the present motnent over a score of separate '
;u‘ independent governments, many of which are
gradually but surely splitting up into fresh racial
isious. The original empire of Turkey in
Surope has, for instance, within the last century
n divided into Turkey proper, Bosnia, Servia,
ntenegro, Bulgaria, and Roumania. Norway
Sweden separated only the other day. JIn the

istinct ndtxonaht)g. Russxa shows the, same :’T?
idency to disintegrate and form imany, separate
alities. And there can Bé no doubt that, ‘:-5',-' g
Hungarians were in a position tp do s, they .

strike  ior . absolute independence from




mpxre if they could possibly avoid it.
There are practically only three great fa
f human speech in all Europe, namely the S
he Teutonic, and the Latin, and there is
~one religion throughout, and that is Christian
" Yet no reasonable person has ever suggested ti
i possibility or even the desirability of fusing :
. whole of Europe into one self-governing comn
munity. If such a doctrine were preached it
. promoters would be classed among the wildest
. visionaries, and their retrograde and unpracti
scheme would be laughed to scorn by all thi
ing men. All’ civiligations, on the contrary, h
- proved that rivalry and racial competition h
been the essence of progress. Without such i
‘ centives a nation stagnates and eventually degene
¢ rates. The contimity of progress in <Zuropé!
5 proves that the independent development of ea
. race i$ the best means of perfecting the high
attributes of mankind. *Europe would not be w
it is but for thé individual development of ea
. of its comportent parts.




CHAPTER III
A LAND OF CONTRASTS

0 EFORE applying our previous deductions to
" India, let us analyse the factors which go
0 the composition of that vast continent. p
In area India is 1,766,557 square miles, and there- &
w e greater by 12,000 square miles than the whole
.' . Europe, excluding Russia. *Of thi8 area 61°5 per &
pent, is under British administration and 385
) r cent. under native government. ‘In the last
fensus (March, 1go1) the total population was
undlye 204 million persons, o@ about one-fifth of
_whole world, of whom 232 millions were
amerated in Britisif territory, and 62 millions in
. Native States. These figures held good seven
ago, but considering the’ rapi® increase of the
pulation, the present numbers axeocomputed to
ver 300 millions, arld this is the 'normous total
should be borme in mind whed Indian problems
idiscussed.
o . g
lowever, for she sake of abselute exactne®s we
al only wﬁh the actual ﬁgux‘bs given in the




t'f)z} millions were Mahomedans, “who th
mount to a fifth of the people of India. Over th
per cent. or about g} millions were votaries
" Buddhism. Nearly another three per cent. (over :
millions) were classed as Animists, who are m
wild tribes with no particular known religion

. 1901 about one per cent. or 2,923,241 were Chris
g of whom 2,664,313 were natives, and the remaind@
._\' Europeans or those of European descent. -w
. Sikhs of the Punjab slightly exceeded two million s,
and the Jains numbered about 1,350,000, T!
Parsis only formed a small section of the populatx )
- about 80,000 all tolds The balance was made up
numerous small communities that could not
~ classed among any of the above principal religid
. divisions. The whole European population o
India in 1901 onlysamounted to 249,721, of who
about 80,000 were of mixed European and Asm
descent. .

Of the 207 millions who are votaries of some fo
of Hinduism, it-is impossible in the limited sp
. available to describe the innumerable castes,
. castes, and dist/nct sects and sub-sects, which go¥
- make thé above ‘eaormous aggregate. There @
four main castes or divisions, namely, Brahming
. prxest& Kshatriyas ar warriors, Vaisyas or tradersr,
| Sudras or memials. These four ‘castes are ag
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. in fact, members of different castes cann
ink, or smoke together.
e 62} millions of Mahomedans, though esse
of one religion, are divided into two great
Bcts, namely the Sunnies and the Shias. These
roughly be compared to the division in
’hristendom of Protestants and Roman Catholics..
fhere are within them many minor sects. But
hough the Mahomedan sects may differ on certain.
cirmal points, they as a whole are far more
1 1ied in their faith than the Hindus, to whom they
fe opposed not only in religious and social matters,
‘also in politics and racial® feelinys. :
the total population of India only 53 per

Esand that is, one male in 10 and one female

0 144, were able in 1901 to read or write more or
€ss in some vernacular tongue# Of 10,000 persons
?ach sex only 68 males and seven females had any
wledge of English, And if all Christiahs are
ded the proportions fall to 56 males and one
e. Nearly two-thirds of the ®hole population
on some form of agriculture eas a prmcxpal
of subsistence. °*It is worth w‘lle notmg her
here are five *million prof€ssional beggars in
, who are supported and fed as a matter of re-
duty by the:rest of their cauntrymen F()rtyqér
3 cent of the people work *for theu' hvm‘




» %peech which have their homes as vernacula
ndia. There are the Aryan, the Dravxdlan i
‘Munda, the Mon-Khmer, and the Thibeto- Chi
To these might be added in a-smaller deg
Semitic and Hametic. These seven familie
speech give birth to over 30 separate languages
- nearly 200 dialects spoken in this vast continent,
It is when we bring thought to bear on the my:
peoples, the diverse races, the conflicting religio
* the multiplicity of tongues, of this vast conti
that we begin to realise the insuperable difficulty &
generalising in any way about the Indian Em
~ What, for inftance,'might be welcome to a
Pathan in the north would be repellent to the mil
Madrasi in the south. What might appear a maf
of necessity to the volatile Bengali in the east w
- probably be looke®* upon with contempte by

| Maharatha in the west. The proud intole

Brahthin has absolutely no sympathy for the

_ sects beneath him in the Hindu hierarchy. H
" break bread wifli none of them: their touch

sacrilege, thetvery fall of their shadow a pollt
The warhke ('Kshatrlya défies the Brahmin,
despises “the Vaisyd or trader ; ‘and these 1
turn consider the Sudras preordained to
The Mahomedans lump the whole Hindu po

as infidels and {dolaters.+ The peaceful J i




id Goorkha on the

A nct and consider India their rightful looting -
nd. With few exceptlons the rest of Indna o

barous Jungle tribes who have no friends amongst if'f 4
“other peoples of India. Fbr couhtless ages pre- "

d slaughtered by every Indian race that has come
ontact with them.® There are many scettered
s 8 these primitive and® nude savages still
g across Bombay Harbour, within a few miles
the second largesSt city in the British Empire,
ich are some of the vivi¢ contrasts to be_ found
uxtaposition in India—conir#®ts that defy all .
a of nationalism, and have only 4o be stated to

molish the sentimehtal theories 'f the armchau'
.




CHAPTER 1V

POPULAR FALLACIES

NDIA has been from immemorial antiquity t

land of conquest, subjugation, and colonisati

At the present time the wild aboriginal jungle tr1

‘are probably the only real Indians in existens
The rest of the inhabitants are merely the prod1 -

nd residue of numerous invasions from every p
of the compass. The greatest invasions have co;
from the north and north-west, and the next in i

' Persians, Turks, Afghamv Baluchls and other ra
all over the nortifrand west. The mvaders ente

,uced to  menial servitude. ?
iven out presSed in turn on the neigh




reigners and their descendants. Besides tk

querors, many minor races have entered Ind

uppliants and fugitives, fleeing from persecutio

heir own countries. Of these may be mentioned

Jews in the extreme south and the Parsis in th
west.

*There are many pleasing fancies about the phra
“our Aryan brother,” and we indiscriminately u
it as if all India was peopled by none other tha
ryans Now these, it is well known, came from
,\ entra.l Asia in two separate waves of invasion, and
1 never got much beyond the.northewestern portior
5‘- India, where alone their descendants can be
3 und in any considerable numbers. But they
‘were a virile, energetic white race who impressed
1l eir echaracteristics, religiog, and language, in
ore or less modified forms, on their mdlgenou
eighbours of those days. These latte looke
wpon the Aryans as a ‘superior celestial people
nce the Aryan cult spread, amd when @ certai
ount of this was absorbed they flattered the
lves with the idea®of being Arygns also’ Con
ently, obviousty distinct rages !itnvar'mus part
dia call themselves Aryans, who have no mo”




’?ortunate, however, they number only
ghteen to twenty millions of the myﬂaii
India.
“That non-Aryans did in the past call themsel
fyans has long ago been logically and scientific
proved, and it is not necessary for me to recapitu
‘the proofs here. The assumption by an inferiofs
ace of the religion, language, and designations ]
'\ superior race is a common practice in India to ‘,
- day The most modern instance of it is that of ¢
. 'Mampuns on the east of Bengal. These are p
o Mongols of Thibeto-Chinese origin, but have in com=
i paratively recen¢ timesebeen converted to Hinduistm, |
and have now all the Hindu castes and rehglou
ythology, and actually claim descent from som
¢ fabulous Aryan ancestors! ¢ '
. To revert to our orgginal argument, it will now
, obvmus that the present-day Indians are not on
'jpeople, (any more than all Europeans can be!
| reasonably called one people. In fact, it ma ",‘ &
roughly be computsd that quite two-thirds of Indi
habitants are pf diverse foreign origin. The o
ght these foreig Fers have to Iudian soil is the i
the conqueror'; angl the only difference betw:
em and the British conquerors is the diffe
of timet We“happep to have comg after of
”’d that is all that can be,said. But we have j




eaders, “the British are the only,.conquero
have hitherto governed India in the interest

ge proportion are ruled by dynasties of foreign.
That is to say, the ruling classes are ofte
otally different race, religion, and ‘language to
e ‘ruled. And it is still more remarkable thgt’
aany of these ruling dynasties were establishe
‘conquest, and that they only received fixity of
re in consequence of tlie establishment of
ish sovereignty over the land. Before that
od the founders of these dynasties were pure :
enturers, more ofteA of no family or lincage, =
7 helding what they couldsby the ancient law =
might being right.r T
here is, in fact, nd homogeneity even in ¢he so-"‘”;
ed self-governing parts ¢f India. If this question
e thoroughly gone into it wo#id be found tha
ces of “swaraj” or independest governmén
race by its own people are exfremely rare, lf..
holly unknown, in presest: da‘y India.

illustratlon of this point the writer mentiens Hydgra
' Gwahor, Md Indore The ﬁaragtaph is om:tted



[ e € _ the

on so-called Hindus. Nothing  cot
ore erroneous. Hinduism comprises inn

Brahmin of Poona has very little in comm
except the name, with the Dravidian Brahmin
Madras, whom he heartily despises. The Brahtni
. of Benares would consider it a personal polluti

Bengal. Othet sectseare similarly out of sympathy
with each other, and by no stretch of imaginatiol
can it be said that there is an organised Hi
i church for all Hindus. ®ne can describe wh
Mahomedanism, Buddhism, and Zoroastrianism
as religious systems, but no one, not even the
' Hindus themselves, can give an adequate jci
5_;.“ j\compr'ehensive description of Hinduism. E
" Hindu caste differs in its beliefs, and each r.
- accentuates the differences. The priestly Bra
caste Have a philosophic cult comprising som:
the sublithest s’pix’itmal conceptiens of the hu
tellect ; but it does not follow that they
. practid or freach these altruistic gloctrines.
ey have them; and if you assail' a Brahm




y rehgnous practices ar¢ only for the
ification of the ignorant multitude ! Henc
minism may be considered a reljgious edifi
foundations of idolatry, walls of superstitior
an aérial superstructure of eclectic philosoph
From the Brahmin’s heights of philosophical
theology you come to other branches of Hinduis
d by ever-varying degrees you find less an
s of philosophy and more and more of supersti
n and idolatry, till you descend to the gross
idinous rites of the numerous Sakti sect 1
Bengal, and the revolting practices of femal
anticide, widow immolation, and human
acrifices, still believed in by many*of the votarie
‘Hinduism. The differencesin the religious sec
Christianity are small compared to the infinite
fferences that exist Between the various sects of
indus. In fact, there is jus®as much divergence
religious beliefs between the highest class o
-ahmins and the ldwest sects of so-calledeHindu
there is between the High Churchman in Englan
the fetish worshipper in t# heart of Africa
therefore obvious that Hinduism is not o
ion, but a c8mplex agglomeration of
ley of beliefs and prasticed mofe or 1
ntipathy to each other. We realise the ho
iess of the ¢Christian sects, with their ®m
slight di erenc'=s, aver coaleScing to form




He is of Turko-Iranian ‘descent, prob
'med by a’fusion of Turki and Persian elem
which the former predominafe. He is a fl
ater, and his bread is comprised principall
wheat and Indian corn. He is a teetotaler’
eligious conviction. He lives in a dry cli
varying from intense heat to severe cold.
nhabits a country of treeless plains, bleak rocks, a
owering mountains, where only the fittest €
sutrvive. "The result is a physically well-develo
nd hardy, tall race of born fighters, who prefer
settle a quarrel¢by fosce rather than by argume
y the sword rather than by the tongue. An army:
of such men, supplemented by their kindred acros§
e frontier, could not be regsted by the other rac
n India. The Punjgbis have, as a matter of fa"’.
* often led the vanguard of Mahomedan invadersin t

' past, ang would do so again bu¢ for the British.
We next come to the Maharatha of West
nd Cbntral Indy, who is a Scytho-Dravidi
ormed by a mixture of Scythian invaders and so
Dravidian sects of the south-west. He has adop
ertain bigeted fprmg of Hinduism as his religionag
e is of a wiry build, but of lower stature tha
ahomgdan ef the north-west, from who,mw
iffers in many other phygical qnah'ties. His




ble though semi- troplcal and somewhat ene
g climate. His language is distinct from thats
ny other race. He has a keen mté'llect gener-,p
misapplied tpwards destructive rather than
istructive criticism.  His instincts are preda-
rather than warlike. He abhors perma-
ncy and prefers fishing in troubled waters.

1 the destruction of the Moghal Empire he, like
Scythian ancestors, roamed abgut India and
oﬁed and devastated a considerable portion of the o
untry Hewresents responsible authority, even t
th at of his own countrymen, and is consequently ;
much given to political intrigue. If British ‘
veremnty were removed, the Maharatha would
oxﬁ'e resume his predatory and destructive pro
nsities, to the detriment of all nelghbour,mg;

s, '

Q

ur last typical example of) race differences is
y Bengali. He is matnly of East Dravidian 4
scent, modified by a strong strain of Mongoloid
od from former conquering;, invaders ‘of the
rth-east. In Bengal many formg of Hinduism® -
practised, from the loftiest philosophical con-

ons of the .spiritual dowh go the grossest
titions and libidinous rites, to be foun
ere else m India. The Bengali hvgs in

‘ steamy, and wholly enervatmg chmat



‘hysterical in temperamen
to mischievous intrigue and interfer
thers’ affairs. A Bengali not long ago exc
informed Me that his nation meant to deg
war against the British Government. On my pe
- ing out that that might be a somewhat danger
pastime, he exclaimed, “God forbid that we sh

- be made to fight with lethal weapons; I only m

i fighting with our lingua franca—by tongue ‘”.
< penl” . -
E* To compensate for his moral and physical
n.ess a kind Providence has endowé€d the Ben
. with the quickest and subtlest intellect in all India
¢ He can acquie almost any mental Lnowled "
¢ which, however, he is generally unable to assxmxla{
He is now suffering from an acute attack of mental
~dyspepsia brought on from a surfeit of Europe‘ 1
education. His language is distinct from dhat of
the Maharatha or the Punjab Mahomedan, nuther
whom einderstands him, while both wholly despx
him for his effeminate characteristics. His food cons+
sists en'tire]y of fishegnd rice, both of which his count
* produces in superabundance. A plentiful supply
such sufstenance and a relaxiftig climate have m
him a verBose telktp with a strong aversion to
forms of physical exertion. He is the opposi
1l thathis wllike, Jn the whole of India, neitl
the British sertice nor i@ the armies of the Na




defend his country agamst n AC
d has therefore, since the dawn of hlstory, alwa

under some form of subjection to other,
fonger races, both Indian and foreign. He is th
iral product of an unfavourable climate and
vironment. But he is also the unfortunate victim
kou‘r misguided policy. Our illogical system of
cation, and the absence of all moral and dis-
inary restraints in his upbringing, have produced
e unhappy results we see before us. Instead of
radually building up his character and teaching
iim how to bc- self-respecting and self-reliant, we
1ave destroyed the guiding and beneficial influences
is- religion, caste, and community, effaced the =&
od in him and accentuated the evil, and then °
ast him loose on the ocean of life like a damaged &
rudderless ship.
e have poured rich new @wine into old and | :
k bottles ; we have given irresponsible freedom %
those who requited sfrong but sympmthetic =
lance, and we have in our folly wjlfully
lected to cultivate the rich gegntal inheritance
ie. East. There is much that i gdmirable and
kable in the Bengalis.® Under other methods and
r ways they, with their hig{ méntal ®capacity,
now have been the brilliant leaders of all arts
ciences in Ipdia. Let us hape it is not fet too
apply the breaks gnd call a halt all ronnd




iving up childish politics and seriously app
eir undoubted mental abilities to the regen
tion of their country in the arts and sciences
‘industrial developments, in trade within and ©
" merce abroad, and, last but not least, in inte
' social, and religious reforms. Let them be ass
these are not only the most practical and lauda
_but also the easiest means of attaining that
. respecting freedom and natlor\ahtz which we
. sincerely wish them. v

If the reader carefully studies the brief epxto
of the three tepical saces here depicted, he wil
once realise the vast diversity of speech, reli
dietary, climate, environment, and racial blood tk
go to make the Mahomedap of the north-west,
- Maharatha of the wgest, and the Bengali of thee
_Is it possible to imagine that three such absolu
distinet human factors can ever fuse into one nati
having one common sentiment and one impa
- system of self-gavernment over all? I have onl
described thrge races by way of example,
scores ‘of others might aptly be mentioned jus
distinct &nd évengmore opposed in every
towards each other.
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CHAPTER V

o

THE WAYS OF THE PEOPLE

NOTHER and a very common fallacy is th
belief among homestaying Englishmen that &
14 is a poor country. Some colour is lent to thi.
by the low standard of living among its inhab
. But what is not remembered is that a great .
of India has a tropical climate, where all but the
est clothing is a luxury and not a necessity. A
ht covering of cotton cloth is often worn more
decency’s sake than fyom any desire for warmth
comfort. It is a countrygtoo, where a light
fegetarian diet is preferable to strong meat. Of the
se hundred millions of people, over twosthirds
‘connected with agriculture in some form or
; these live scattered over thgwhole pemnsula,
in wild and remote parts wherg ‘they live i
tive yet peaceful®conditions. The villager’
are few, and ambitions,gds % ruley he has

3 elf-satisfied globe-trotter,, nurtur®d om the




rough the land he notices a vxllage rydt
‘with tyo slender bullocks out in the bro

n, and with hardly a scrap of clothing on.
fellow,” says our comfortable teurist; “ho
is lot | He evidently cannot even afford a dece
covering to his weak body. And we call ours
- a Christian Government and aliow the people f
. reduced to such a pitiable state ! I must take a ]
of this, and speak about it in Parliament on
~ rgturn,” While in this frame of mind, he nex
meets some natives who have already heard o

: ?' biassed tendencies. He asks them some direct

tions about tht wretthed ryot, and is volubly
harrowing tales of the great injustice done to
poor villager by our Government. He thinks 1
he has ample corroborative evidence against f
. Government officials, and Anglo-Indian bruta
fv-generally. He straightway sits down and writes
. perfervid letter to his pet paper at home, dra
. on thg imagination he may possess to make his |
, have the desiredsgffect on the credulous B
- public. .
But ‘what are the facts of *the case ? Ourh
ut practically.
nude state ; he is more comfortable in that «

on. He ploughs im the sun in per‘gct cont

hxs ancestors have done for thousands




; 1s 31mple wants. His wife may ,
ne silver trinkets and a gala dress of bng
r for village festivals, He has a pau‘ of shoes
I an umbrella for such occasions. These two

by leaps and bounds. Thirty years ago .1 Y
s the exception to see the ordinary village
1 ing shoes. As for umbrellas, they were con- &
ered marks of distinction ewhich® only the rich
ould venture to use. And now, well, it would be
d to find anybody who did not wear some sort
oot-gear ; and as foyumbrellas, the very coolies -
them when working. Suclg a change does not
we increasing poverty or decadence.
regards the cortobordtive evidence the globe
ter obtains from his native friends, if hg onl
w his India like the much sed Anglo-Indian
s, he would realise that you' can get any imagin.
kind of corroborhtive evxdence you like there.
witnesses ar'e procurablg "areund ®ny court
nrpence each ! And it is well known that th
e native xi am adept at guessmg'your&mhe
’ asked kim direct}y if he did not thmk




: Vﬂlan !'yot was the most m1§era
exi nce, and would straightway call u
ertile and ,agile imagination, and narrate |
mples to show how pitiable was’ the “ond
‘of the gentle, suffering ryot. * J
If on the other hand our globe-trotter had :
will suppose, said in all sincerity to his na
friends, “I am so pleased to see the happy,
nted ryot; don’t you think he is well off ¥ th
answer would have been, “Oh yes, sahib; under the
benign British Government the ryot is indeéd
favoured individual. No other coﬂnt'ry can shi
such happy, contented, and well-to-do ryots :

is all due to ydur hotfour’s love and care of the
&c. The natives among themselves, and t
experienced in their ways, avoid asking a direct q
tion when exact informatiomn is wanted. One has
be tactful and dissefable one’s intentions. Aft

multitude of indirect questions, and much patieng
and waste of time, on¢ may éventually be able '
glean (the few grains of truth, and by analyti
deduction arrive a&Qme fairly correct conclusw
1 have somatimes when shootmg in the interi
of the country lost my bearmga, and not know
which path to fbllow to get back to a camp, L1
had to question those 1 happened to meet. In
callow*nd (mexpertenced days*1 @sed to as
rect question, “ Does ‘thes path lead to the




the wfong direction and generally 1
my camp ! Afterwards, when I learnt dis
ion, I put the question as follows, “Where d
 path lead to ?,”—speaking as if it really didn’t’
oncern me. The reply came, “This path—oh
goes down to Rampur.” “What sort of villag
hat ?—many people, good crops,” &c. Then
rd the good or bad history of Rampur. “And*®
" said I, “do the people of Rampur get t
tpore ?”” “Oh, [hutpore, that is not near Rampu
m_ all; it is' oyer there,” pointing in the oppostte
rection. “You see that hill? Jhutpore is jus

o

; r'yond it, about seven gun-shots frgm here.” “I
e good drinking water over there?” * Ther
only one good well in the village, but it belong
to the headman. But he will doubtless give your
honour some milk to drink.” “All right, salam.’
€ Salam, sahib.” At last I know my way and reach

y destination safely. . .

Now, it must not be inferred from the abo
the natives of India are as a rule a set bf lia
villagers on th\z whole arelﬁ’mple and confidingg
A taking their lives into considefation, 3 truthﬁin, :

olk, But you must speak their langugge, and be
iendly and sympathetic, befdre tﬁey will be fra
rds you. For hundreds‘ nay, ¢housands
they® ha’_e been.ruthlessly treated by




€ of circumstance to resort to mlsreprx,sen

d deception as a means of self- defence.
hese have now become a part of their nature
e villager does not know you, his first impd
to tell a lie and avoid having anything furth

Unfortunately, I cannot speak as favourably abf}
the town [olk. They have in many places rais
misrepresentation to a finé art, and this is
done in self-defence, as in the case of-the villag

,‘_J“but as a means of attaining some object in vi

" The end, it is,consic}ered, justifies the means
very telling instance of this came under my obsers
wvation after Lord Curzon’s famous Convocatio )
speech in Calcutta, on which occasion he advis
the Bengalis to be more exact in their stateme

lways ready to find fault and abuse the Gove
‘ment, the Bengalis started indignation meeti
‘wrote pamphlets, &c., to prove they had be
1‘ma.hgned and were the most truthful people on

@arth. I came acro?@@ne of thes? pamphlets, wh
was being widély circulated throughout India 4
the purposg of gettmg up further indignation
ngs among othér ra":es, whose veracity, min

ot be uppugned by Lord Curzon. In
‘amphlgt were gwen a pumber of Cextracts




nts. Ohe of these extracts purported

een taken from a leading Anglo-Indi

al of a certain date. As at the time I w
areful reader of this particular paper, I was
ished at not having seen the alleged extract.
ched the files in vain. I inquired, and found
obody else had come across any such para-
4n the paper. Subsequently the journal itself
up the matter. The authors of the pamphlet
@ written to, pointing out that the said paper

never published the paragraph quoted in i
e, and demanding that the alleged extract
Id be deleted from the pamphdet. No reply =
received to the remonstrance, and the pamphlet ‘5"‘"
tinued to circulate in increasing numbers.;»{
, here was an appeal made to the native public &
upport the Benﬂah conte%non that they were*
ithful people, and yet this very appeal was based
L deliberate falsehood ! * ~
ow, it must not be understood that I make these.
ents as evidgnce to show that there®is no
ty in India, and that all Igflians are untruthfu 4
no such purpose. I merely @Ssire to explalm

superficial impressions goou} Inglians  a

ly misleading, and tbat the so-called co

ive evidencg. tendered by intereste
le"utteﬁly unre{xahle. e '




conside
1 may be a land of easily satis
ergetic people, but it can never be cal
or country. My contention will be amply ‘-
out by the' following extracts from a speech |

and captains of industry that India is slowly but ste
advancing in material prosperity,and for the last few y
Has taken accelerated pace. Opposed to this is the opi
. of the pundits, that is, the professors, the lawyers, and
. pedagogues with assumption of universal knowledge
have made it a hasinesssto arraign the shortcomings of i
Government, that India is steadily retrograding deeper:
deeper into poverty. . . . If the Indians are poor, they
poor in the sense the Red Indians werc poor when the w
men took possession of their country. If the Indians
poor, they are poor in the sense'the Zulus and other race
South Africa were poot®with gold clinking under their h
- with King Solomon’s mines spread out to the view
~ their vagiety, and their lan® flowing with milk and ho
. India was considered the richest country by the ancients
moderns. - Ske was the cynosure of all eyes, and no trav
or adventurer has lefa record thatfllis expectations ¥
" notrealised. She was tNe cynosure of all the marauders

- the North. . . . ¥ndia is capable of yielding all the crop
all the textile fibres qf the world, besides some speci
ducts of hér own; shg has all the fduna and flora
‘world ; her bowels are bursting with all the liquid and
-jmineral wealth, ; her spaces are strewed with diamon
. gems; fer shores gre ®encrusted witlt pgarl oysters
seas and rivers are teeming Wit fish. If India is so




