
-.._" •. ., .... ~.~ arfl JTOor, they are just 
a ep encrusted lethargy of more t an a thousand 

anarchy, misrule, oppression, and insecurity, under which 
ww ...... uwJ could call n ,ither their bodies nor t~eir ploperty the' 

They are just being lifted on rough carL, on rough 
of rough roads, until the roads are macadamised, and new 

built and greased to make their passage-quicker froIll 
to wealth. Putting aside higher politics, and the 

still higher aspirations f a democracy, which is not in being­
for when in being its spirit will brook no superior-I would 
ay that when the Mahar (of low caste) has asked, and the 

Brahmin has accepted, his right to the same table, India will 
have welded itself into a nation, and then what India asks 
shall be given. But until then, for the development of the 
wealth of the country the present Government are tht:: best. 
India is endowed with great natural wealth, and we are 
hanaicapped with very light taxation in the race for wealth." 

• 

Mr. Broacha went on to prove this by showing 
the incidence of taxation in various·countries. In 
India it is only Rs. 3 per head per annum, while in 
Great Britain and France it amounts to between 
Rs. 53 and Rs. 54. The verage taxation for Europe, 
bar Russia, comes to Rs. 43 or s. 44 per Itcad. In 
Ru ssia it comes to Rs. 2IS. or Rs. 22; in Egypt to 
Rs. 15 or Rs. 16 per head. 1n Japan, also an gricul­
tural country with cheap labour, the taxation per • 
head comes to Rs. 9, or just thrre times more than 
in India. Conside ng only I d taxation in India, • 
't comes to Rs. I per l\ead, in Japan about R!>. 2i, in 

Rs. 7~. Th'e taxation 0 ind~a is l"ght in all 
Mr. Broacha calculates that as com-

taxes Ie th upper midp e, th mid 'le, and 
• • lower middle cIas es 6 annas per head for 

• 



bellow the louaest about the grinding "·}\""IIVU·~'J 

• Another ite it is necessary to call attention 
is the incalculable amount of the precious 
that lie buried, hoarded, and useless all over I lUl .... :M!i'lJ! 

~bdurrahman, the late Amir of Afghanistan, 
remarked that if the Afghans e"er joined Russia 
the invasion of India, it would be only for 
definite purpose: not dislike of the English or 1 
of the Russian, but solely to loot the va t hoard 
trcasure known to exist in almost every "native 
town I It is a characteristic of the inhabitants 
the peninsula to hoar,d money rather than l<!y it. 
out in industrial developments. The 'coolie with a 
few rupees a month saves as much as he can, and 
either ties the savi p;gs in a knot round his loins 
or buries them under the firepbce in his hut. Th 
trader dot:s the same, only on a larger scale, while 
the native Raja seals up th) bulk of his revenue in 
vaults below his zel1flna. 

Statistics go to prove that four hundred lakhs of 
rupees'< wurth of gold, lind five hundred lakhs of 
rupees' worth of silver bullion and coined rupee~ 
are absorbed annu ly by India/ That i to say, the 

( precious metals to t ~ value of .1ine hundred 
t. 

of rupel:!S, or £6,000,000 sterlihg, are every year . 
o 

hoarded l:Jy the( peo Ie. Add to <this the impm t 
jewellery, pearls, and precious stones, and you 
have a inc~dible tptal of unus~d and 
wealth. The figures gil'e represeJt onty the 



wealth of India which is available for India's wel­
fare, but which for ~ all practical purposes might just 

well be lying in the bottom of the Indian Ocean. 
India may be likened to an ignorant miser, who 
·ves .tn rags and apparent poverty, bllt who might, 

if ured of his hoarding propensity, live in a palace 
wit every modern comfort and luxury . • 

Only one infe.rence can be drawn from these facts 
and figures, anrl that is that India actually and 
potentially is one of the wealtb iest untries in the 
world. The reasons why the Indians appear to be 
poor are, first, because of their own free choice they 
have hitherto preferred a low standard of living; 
and secondly, because 01 oppr sian in the past they 
have till now preferred to hoard their wealth, rather 
than lay it out, after the manner of Europ ans, in 
opening up their country and developing its trade, 

ustries. • 

• 
• 



• 
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CHAPTER VI -

SOME PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

I TRUST from what has already been said 4.t will 
be realised that the various races of the Indian 

continent can never fuse into one nation, nor .can • 
tliey have self-government on the oJ1e~nation basis. 
The present absolute rule of Great Britain over all 
the peoples is t;he nea.rest approach to such an ideal. 
Under existing conditions the Indians as a whole 
must in self-defence for a long time to come put 
up with an impartial arbiter, who will protect the 
weak against the si ong, :naintain internal peace 
and personal freedom, and guard all from foreign 
invasiops by land and - sea; and the only con­
ceivable authority who can fulfil these conditions is 
Great ~ritain. But the fact thata powerful arbiter 

• is necessary for an ~ndefinite {>eriod does not do 
away with the possibility of eitablishing some f 
of local s~lf-goverhment based en other prin . 
than those alre~dy tried. 

I h e sll::>wn if! a p~eviou~ chapter that 
moqern tendenc~ of a]J. races as ey ~qvance 



but, on the contrary, to divt;rge from 
and assert their own individuality as separat<:! 

Hence the plausible attempts that are 
made by political cranks and taddists t 

all Indians into one nation must necessarily 
futile and ret;ogressive, such action being 

contrary to known natural laws. If I were an 
\~·lrre:SDI:)O~)[b .le despot with absolute sovereignty over 

Incjia, I would, to maintain my ab"olutism, con-... 
sisteritly encourage the propagation of the one· 
nati n idea. For as long as the misguided Indians 
pursued this' p~anta m I vtould feel safe in my 
power, as the stupid would always be dragging 
down the intelligent, the bac;kward. would retard 
the progress of the more advanced, and the pace 
of the whole movement would be that of the 
slowest and least developed race. }Eons of ages 
would elapse before e n a semblance of union 
emerged from such chaotic e ements. The very 
futility of such unpractical efforts would be the 
mainstay of my despotism for an indefinitely 
teroote period. \ • 

But, on the other hand, if tt- day dawned when • 
I_.~a",u one of my subje races startedea prop, ganda 

separate racial.self-developmtmt, apar; and dis­
from each other, I woul ha v to recognise 
the beginning of the emI of my espotic rule 
come. his onclusi~n .would-be forcec!'on me 



advanced itftlependently in civilisation tt 
,gradually becqrne self-reliant and self-contai 
and would strongly resent being dr gged down, 
even retarded in its progress, by its other 
<enterprising neighbours j (b) as a practica 
though a despotic ruler, it woul? be to my ·n'~·rp .• t 
and advantage to placate and help on the 
ment of the inherent good qualities of such 
progressive race till it could, m 
speaking, stand on its own feet; (c) the. """u .... ·· ...... 

procedure would be followed with successive 
as they showed tendencies towards self-imp~ove-, 
ment, till at last a time would COQ.1e 'when all 
races in India would form separate self-cr""p,-nP''''' ·'< .. ::I 
States, ackno ledgi J4g one suzerain power 
the Indian continent. 

It is po:,sible in the far dim future, when all the 
J ndian races have separately developed a high state 
of civilisation and elf-goJernment, that they may 
for purposes of defence against foreign aggression 
form tJ1emselves into the Confederated States of 
India, and so in an indirect way eventually become 
a community, internally dissynilar, but one 
union against the utside w<!rld. But this 
summation is §o infinitely remote that to pursue U'.'~MIII!I 
idea furt~er would. be a useless incursion 
the realms of pres eat-day politics. 

The idea of unit on an equality basis is 
• < 

foreign to the Indian mi[ld. Indian alw;t:ys have 
s 



their ideas of government~ India is a 
no sentiment of equality exisas. Every rna 

the mom~nt of his birth to the end of his life, 
a place allotted to him by race, religion, ca te, 
hoary custom. If he is above in a~y way, he 

over aU below him; if below, he is 
ctly subservient to those above. Equality in 
European sense has not yet been grasped by 
Indian mind. The one-nation idea is entirely 
Western imporbtion, introduced by certain 

'.I.J.,'~L'''Umen when incubating the so-called 
National" Congress, whicl;l represents no nation . 

India. I speak from personal experience, as I 
ed the movemp-nt at its inception, hoping in , 

way to help my Indi~ fellC1W-subjects. I 
nobody and nobody represented me. 

e all elected ourselves, and my colleagues talked 
. and childish 'politics, which a third-rate 

ng society at home woj1d be ashamed of. 
soon realised that no good purpose could be 

t!ll.PMTPn by such an amorph~us institution, hile it 
eminently calculated to unsettle ignoral}t and 

minds and amper the work of Govern­
t. So I gave p elect.inl mysilf and conse­

ntly ceased to be e.J. memter .. 
~Tere it not that the sincerity f t~e faddists who 

'ITr.r.n,u'p'n the /I one-nation" idea is well known, 
could not he~ coming to the . conerlusion 
they ha d~iberateli ptanned' a Machiavelliaq 

15 • 
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keeping the~ in perpetual subjection 
rule. The natives, as is ever their way 
impossibilities are promised, blindlyf) followed 
lead of these misguided enthusiasts, and "" ave 
s"mce been 0 wasting their opportunities in 
chasing a chimera. There is mor~ disunion, " 
and diversity of opinion now among the IUUJI4u::>. 

than there was twenty-three years ago, when 
Congress propaganda was first started. The dis­
integrating influences are obvious to all : the sol 
factor of the cohesion among the Co 
p~rtisans is an ungrateful and senseless 
tion to Government. Yet if the Government were 
abolished to-morrow, it would be followed {lext day 
by the extinctfon of "the Congress, the comp 
parts of which would immediately engage in an 
internecine war of extermination all over India. 

I need not expatiate pn the ethics of the 
II National" Congr 5S party. The abuse of all 
constituted authority in and out of season is 
only ickal. Their criticisms are purely 
They bave not only hindered good government, 
have thrown back the progresstof their country 

o quite half a ce~tury. -r:hey ma{- be given the cre 
of intr6ducing a f\ew pastime into India-and 
is how, w(th saJety t? oneself, to bite the hand 
feeds you. It is not only a safe, but a cheap way 
attaini1.g a ,lUch de.sired notori~ty. It is, 
<).n amusement that ca O(.1ly b "iMdul!fed in in 

o 



nstantly blights it. On y a 
would attempt to abuse, .or even milcUy 
a R ja in his own territory; such foily 

automatically cause not only the complete 
of the individual himself, but that Of 

family and bel9ngings as well! We have much 
to learn. from the Native States in such 
The prestige of constituted authority is 

consistently and uncompromisingly maintained by 
the Iofldian Raja, who is fully aware that too much 
reed om among his countrymen in their present • 

co dition rapidly degenerjltes into irresponsi~le 

"V"'WU"'. which in its turn produces II wind in the 
head," ~s the natives aptly express it. For such 1 
mental disease the ruler of & Nati~e State wisely 

that timely prevention is better than a 
hsequent doubtful cure. 
One deplorable defect which militates greatly • against any stable form of s -government is the 

growing desire on the part of many Indians to 
achieve cheap and meretrieious fame amon st their 
countrymen, regardless of the means used . or the 
ll-effect of their e~amples on the rising generation . 

substance is ne~lected an the shadow grasped. 
• • earnest, unobtru~ive, and s~lf-sacrificit'lg work 

makes for SUbstantial pr gresj andeformation 
national character is neglected, while notoriety 
eagerly sought .afterior personal rati ation. 

what i still-more de 1000able to those who have • 

• 



Here are one or two out of many Instances 
might be given to illustrate this trait. In a 
town in Upper India there lived an individual 
was locally considered one of its prominent 
He was a man of neither family, .influence, "'U"'''''''- .' 
tion, nor riches; still he was great in his own 
estimation and that of his countrymen. And f 
what, forsooth? Well, simply because he hau in 

c stituted a lawsuit, and a discreditable one, against 
the head of a Governtpent department. He had 
been a contractor and had tried to brib'e the VU1" •• cU 

o pass inferior work, but the only result was 
rapid and forciJjle ejeetment from the irate VU1,,1.cl.1 

house. Then followed a charge of assault an 
battery, the result, it was stated, of the official 
demanding a half share ill the profitf:, which 
honest contractor i~ignantly refused I Every 0 

in the town was aware of the utter falseness of th 
charge,l as the inner hrstory of the incident 
known.. even to the commonest coolie. Yet 

. ment in its folly suspended thet'official and 
ordered him lto cl~r. his character. At 
inconvenience, e'\Pense, ant:! mental worry 
eventualltwas (lble t:P expose the whole co 
against him, and much more besides; and 
contracor a~d his confecleratesoand false . .,. 

were duly sent to gaol 0 fined. Anofher 



of ailowing the official to resume 
and ins~ead of publicly reco ising his 

would in similar circumstances have undoubtedly 
done in a Native State, he was weakly trans-- . to another district. When the contractor 

completed hi6 period of incarceration he was 
'ved by the' native community as an envied 

And ever after, up to the day of his death, 
was pointed out with whispered admiration as 

the man who had the famous court case, and had 
driven out a great official from the district I ' 

Another instance occurs. to me of an educa~ed 
Indian who was really an intelligent, peaceful, and 
law-abiding individual, but whose craving f 
notoriety eventually mastered- his otherwise worthy 
character. He started in a modest and earnest way 

writing and preaching on social reform, industrial 
t, the adv~ntages of a strong and 

Government, the n essity of loyalty to 
authority, and so on. He really did a 

deal of genuine patriotic work, and rnestly 
"~ll"'C;U what he preached. He expected. recog­
on from Gove~nment, but none came, and this • 
a tactless offici I blunder At t~is stage a word 

praise, a small reccrgnition of.his public services, 
uld have satisfied, his ambit' n, it \fould have 

_.,_,. .... him great H izzat," or honour, among hi 
j artd,. what et · m e, wo d e per-

hts loyalty to . tl~ British Governmel}t. 



.... n· ..... ''"'', year by year an ungrateful 
ooked him:and honoured and ecorated 

a lavish hand those who generally gave the 
trouble to our administration. The result was 
, '" 

complete volle face on the part of my friend. 
saw which way the wind blew rec@gnition and 
so he boldly transferred himself t to the 
party, and there he used his undoubted talents 
vilify the very Government he had hitherto 
praising! His activities were so great that G 

{ meht soon recognised his ability, and it was 

l 

lopg before he receiveGJ his much coveted 
honours; but it was too late to make a good 
caf him, and he became after that what the 
proverb aptly d&scribe~ as II na ghur ka, na ghat 
That is to say, like the washerman's dog, 
belongs neither to his house nor to the 
where he washes, but· mealj1ders aimlessly 
both. (I 

Such incidents are not uncommon in India, 
truly p~riotic Indians are much to blame for 
openlYaCondemning those who court notoriety at 
expense of national degradation. Great leaders 
never made oft-such tq,ff, and -0 nation can 
for progress when selfish ends'are followed under 
guise of pseud&-paq;iotism. On the other 
however, rightly or wrongly, a feeling 
among~he ~lative community that open loyalty 

" tGe British Governmetit ooes not pay-that 



all things British. Th e are many 
and true who arc now in oppqsition to us, • 

infinitely l! rger number all over the country who 
adopted a neutral attitude towards us, because 

this unfortunate feeling. They spea~ with co -
about a Government which does not know • 

how to discrimin. between its well-wishers and its 
enemies. 

Another defect which must be eradicated from the 
Indian character before real and c;olid progress can 
be hoped for is the deplorable absence of m, ral • 
cOllrage. I have seen a notoriety-seeking agitator 
with a few vagabond acc'omplices cow a whole 
district, every man in which knew that the agitator 
was w~ong and that his proochin would end i~ 
trouble and disaster. Yet not a man moved a finger 
aga;nst the firebrand; some actually went so far as 

make a pretence of agreeing with him 1 In any 
self-respecting Europea~ COrol unity such an agitator 
would promptly have been mobbed, ducked in a 
pond, and literally kicked out of the place .• And if 
the mischief-makers could not effectually be dealt 

• with in this rou~and-ready way, the whole popu-
would imm diately ha e ' sided openly witlf 

stituted authority,.and ttus any JisturbiAg move­
~ 

would promptly have been suppr sed, to the 
... '.L .... ~" .. 0 all. Not so wit1-t tht! average Indian. 

time immemorial e has been i th habit of 
............ ,'" witft th~ strong, or . th;se who appear to be 

• • 



on for the rights or wrongs of 
This trait is a inheritance from the past 
~'onquest, rapine, and oppression, ~en the 
safety for the weak was to place themselves at 

ercy of me strong, whoever they might be. 
therefore follows that whenever a native sees , 
political agitator openly preachipg disloyalty 
opposition to our Government, his peculiar proce 
of reasoning can come to only one concI . 
namely, that the Government is weak and ·Yn ".nTl~nT. 

al1(i unable to protect him. Government 
weak, the other party must be the more powerftll 
tIle two. Hence it is wise to appease the other 
and let Government take care of itself. 
'l A peculiar (incident happened in my 
experience which will aptly illustrate this trait in tt-: 
native character. A few years ago I had the 
of commanding a well-known Volunteer Corps 
India. A Hindu lan ded p~oprietor from a neigh 
bouring district was very keen at one time on j .. 
my corps. He was a· well-to-do, intelligent 
dividual and an admirable character all round. 
greatly? valued his friendship, aI4'd as we were 

< intimate terms we di~ussed pu'tlic matters with 
the slightest r~serve. Many .a time have I 

~ 

wisdom aDd enlarged my IndiaH experienc(>s 
his instructive ~onvlrsations. On one occasion 
were d~cus~.ng the .'luesti~n as t.o whether it 
be politic to have nativ6! vol un tee I cor~s in 



as it would bring nati sand l4"; .. n' ..... ,j'ft. 

in friendly rivalry, and wou~d greatly 
personal ~nity of the formp.r by placing them 

this respect on an equal footing with the latter. 
he said with great emphasis, II In ~r-time YOIl 

have to disband nine-tenths of them, as these 
corps would · be the first to be tampered with 

foreign agents; and the members of such corps 
be the first to feel the enormous pressure 
by race, religion, caste, and family. If a 

or caste became disaffected towards the Britfh 
ovS!rnment, every volunteer of that race or caste, 

he wished to or not, would ipso facto ha~e 
be against you." 
I replied, II Do you mean tG say tijat members of 

volunteer corps would not have the moral 
to maintain their own convictions as to 

is right and what is wrong ?-that they would 
..,'rh .. ,tr.,,,, their Government if caste or family pressure 

to bear on them f~r such a purpose? " 
sadly remarkedo; II though I am ~orry to 
mit it. You Europeans cannot even 

~at this overwhelming ' deadly 
F~r instance. if there was rebellion • 

my casta and ' f/mily ~ere oPFosed to , 
have to desert you in the ho~r of need, 

a pretence of being <fisaff~cted even when 
not . so. Ij I d!d not ct e part 

should . oon be outcasted, my 
• • 

• 



my property, my land, all 
from me by clever and unscrupulous 
1ntrigues, and false evidence. You very 
justice would have to decide against me, as 
.man woul€! be found to speak the truth in 
favour. My former associates would stand 

t 

and remain neutral, my friends apd partisans 
in their own interests do likewise, or be caj 
intimidated, or forced in self-defence to do likewi 
No, it would not pay me to be loyal. As you 
s\Y, we have not got the moral courage to 
the right against the wrong. There lies the gr~jaU:::!ll~ 

weakness in our natio~nal character. If we won 
overcome this defect we would be within measura 
distance of being a self-governing people. Many 
those among us who now outwardly assume a hostile 
attitude towards you are secretly praying to 
gods to maintain your Government. They are 
playing a part-want of rhoral courage again." 

Gl 
Last but not least come the two most 

defects,. in Indian character, and these are 
universal propensity for bribery and . 
Bribeiy is in fact not considered(a crime, and 
various euphemisms it is hel~ to be even 
worthy and natural. ~i once witnessed a bet hl>1rtU"l>n 

two nativ .s that any native couid be bribed. 
bet was taken eup a"'nd a prominent nati ' e 
namedJs tll"e one 0,11 whq,m th~ experiment 
be tried. To my astogishment tHe b t 

(. 



was offered was duly carried 
done, and nothing could .be proved, but 

obvious 'he bribe produced the result. On­
occasion I was in a Native State and was 
when the Raja was offered a /I fl,azzur," or. 

"Irp<::Af,t of Rs. 5,000, to cancel an obnoxious order of 
• 

own. The n4ZZu was accepted as a friendly 
, and the ord r withdrawn. But the sting of 

appeared subsequently. Within six months the 
~rder was reissued under some new pretext, 

the Rs. 5,000 were never returned 1 , 
A5'.regards intrigue, this bulks, if possible, even 

than bribf!ry. As thete is no sense of equa~ 
eve~y one who is in any way below considers it 

y essential for his OWIl welfire to intngu 
bring about the downfall of those who happen 

any way to be above. This passion for intrigue 
brought about universal suspicion and distrust, 
is one of the chief duses of India's helplessness 
degradation. They range rom palace intrigues 

power, place, or the thmne, down to petty little -between miserable coolies. It is every-
the ;ame, <.1.nd has to be reckoned with in 

walk in life <li the great disintegrating factor • 
Indian life. The worst ·c~lprits'n this. respect 
said to be the' Bengalis, who are sa. expert in 
line that, on the principle ~f set 'a thief to catch 

they are o!ten er ploye.d in Na\ive tates to 
the in igues of t~e Raja's own subjects 1 . , 

, 



c 
undermiQes palaces." Ninety-nine per 

of the present political unrest in India is the 
come of Bengali intrigue. The pity of it 

,that Indiafts as a whole do not yet realise 
intriguing they proclaim their own inferi 
equals do not intrigue against ea.ch other as a 
and there is no occasion for a superior to in 
against an inferior. And further, it would 
well for them if they understood that their "'r~·" .. r't' 

l~w position in the scale of nations is due mainly 
this propensity for intriguing against 
iuthority. So it was 'in the past, a;d so it 
be in the future, until they learn to be fraI}k, 
ful, and helpf",l to e;!;:ch other and the 
of the country, be it British or native. 

These are some of the characteristic 
noticeable throughout India, and which 
undoubtedly hamp~ to at very serious extent 
advancement of the country on Western . 
but, k~owing the peop~e as I do, I am sangui 
under a really strong and impartial Gover 
and with the advance of educatidn, all such aelec:u 

'will gradually disaRpear, eseecially when 
Indian <fully rgalists 'ihtat trw patriotism does 
mean illQgical, insensate hosttlity to all 
foreign, nor a (mongrel . pseudo-sentiment 
other l;§diaa. races .with whom ,he has 
common. When he \jnderstandf that' 

Q C 



race, religlOn 
attachment that will . be self-sacri. 

all-absor ing, and helpful to his own people .. 
alone will the renaissance and regeneration 

begin on true patriotic princip~s . 

• • 

• 

• 
• 
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CHAPTER VII 
c 

ETHNOLOGICAL PROVINCES 

W ITH such ideals in mind, I 
following scheme ~o be the 

for the moral, social, industrial, and politi 
'oeve1opment of the various Indian races, and 
one most likely to encourage autonomou~ err",·" .. 'n. 

~ me~t in this, country. But it is essential for 
success of the scheme that each race should u,,-,rl<"."_'" 

out its own salvation, independent, UUI..'VUuv'vL<;; 

and untrammelled by its neighbours. This is 
sine qua non. AI'}Y intefference in each oth 
affairs and intrigues and combination for the nlT1I1o;r.'lY 

pose of silly abuse and hampering of the 
Power will pre-doom the whole scheme to fail 

( . ' . { 

Grantmg these premlses, I propose that a 
map of India be constructed con an ethuv.'v.II~"'~.1.I 

and linguistic basip. ~oundfiries should be 
cated rOl.\51d the habitat of each 'race. F0l" lUOL4U,'I;jI 

the Sindhi-speakin~ people should be sepa 
from tp,e funjabis. on tq,e north, and the 
and Cutchis on the w6st and sou h. Vhere 

& 



provi~ce, a T~Jegu provit'Jce, 
1UI:UlJUL India. The above are o~nly a few of 
.""'UlI,i!.: div&ions, but they will serve to explain· 
meaning. Each such divisiotl, according t~ 

and population, would be preside.?! over for 
present by a British Governor, Lieutenant-

, or Corpinissioner. They would have 
British and native staffs under them. 

native staff would be entirely composed of 
",",v"""-',,, the division. That is to say, you would 

have Bengali officials in the Punjab or Mah,­
officials in Bengal. 

When a division was composed of entirely on~ 
tht:re would be no difficulty of forming a 

system of self-government n a natiAnal 
But there are some portions of India 

difficult to divide into racial 
s, as two or more races may be living 

or less in juxtap8sition. For instance, in 
on the east coast, yoJ will find, besides 
lesser tribes of aboI'iginal Gonds, KllOn~, 

and others. All tracts> occupied by such 
would form small subdivisions of 6rissa, 

interests ,;)Vould be guarded by special • 
under the COw.missldber: of Orissa. 

explain my thesis more in detail it is neces­
to take a special people and Q[ormulate my 

round thel~l. W;- will. take, f'ar i tance, 
supposi 'tiou land 0 ,.Rishiwara. Here the 

J 

• 



_l''''''',lung and practisin 
of religion. IF the country you would 
~ small colony of Mahomedanos. 'f'hese 
qescendants of, say, Persian and Arab 
.mixed up r>with converted Rishis and ° tte {)tt~nl'ln'lf! 
of mixed marriages between all these 
Their language would be U rd~t though all 
use Rishi, and the lower classes would probably 
it exclusively. Rishi would therefore be con . 
the language of the whole country, and in 
dOrection, therefore, all could meet on commo 
g ound for purposes of education and govel~mpent.~:: 1 

in religion and racial §entiments, however, a 
distinction would exist between the Rishi 
and the MaQ.omed~n minority. As our 
throughout would be to develop each race 
its own merits, we would have to carefully guard 
racial interests of the minority and thus give th 
a fair and equal 0 portdhity of attaining to 
highest capabilities. 

'JPriIr!ary education w~)Uld be compulsory for 
men and women, . and would be entirely in 
Rishi hnguage. Beyond this, Mahomedans 

c also be taught to read and write their own 
Urdu . • The uppe~ c&s%es wt"luld undoubtedly 
themselv~s of it, as it is the common 
all Mahomedatlls, and it may be styled the 
franca of all India. EJlglish would 
for a tong time to· come be the <\rehi<Sie 

Q} 



. Nevertheless, Rishi 
as po ible in higher education, and its 

would be encouraged, and text-boo~s 

the language would gradually be c~mpiled 0 

scientific, industrial, and social. Every­
in fact, wotVd be done to create and foster a 

~"UU,l1"l literature. Uldu literature could always be 
. from purely Mahomedan divisions, many 

which would undoubtedly come into existence 
under my scheme. 
E~ch race would be thoroughly grounded in t e 

' n'''Tr.ru of India, .and more especially in its own par­
history, truthfully and impartially expounded. 

• • 
mature and undevelqped minds .would not, a 
unhappily the case now, be stuffed with English 

and that of other foreign races fundamen­
different from them in national characteristics. 

education would ha~ two rinr.ipal. objects in 
: first, the formation of character, and st;cond, 

.. , ..... ~: .. ~"'._ production of practical' men, who wou jp tuf n 
attention to the improv ent of theiI own 

ntries in indust'ries, commerce, agriculture, and 
In fact, the national education would be • • instead of theoreti~ . It ould produce 

professional men for all br.nches of 
necessary to Rishiwara, an~ nor windy-headed, 

educat~d c1ev:s jos.tling ea 0 er for 
Ib'!!,Jll1lall' small nlimher of Government 

1~ • 



the nece§sity of co-operation 
,rust. The aq;;urdity of hoarding their 
underground and the advantagesc. of laying 
O\1t in the industries and development of 
native lanci"'would also be impressed on their lUlU"""_ 

Under such a system of education the 
ignorance and the pitiful conceit of present-
Rishis would gradually disappear, and a 
would be evolved which would be h 
self-respecting, patriotic, and proud 
c~untry, and whom every Englishman wou 
joyfully welcome as an equal fellow-subject 
one great Empire. • 

Rishiwara would be divided into 
tcoll~~tors, magistrates, and deputy 
at the head. Groups of districts would be u 
commissioners, and these in their turn would 
under a Chief Commissioner, or Governor, 
would be responsible for (' all departments in 
State, and ' would (correspond directly with 
S£pre~e Government· of India. His 
would combine thn-se of President of the State , 
the Agent of the Supreme Government. He 

< govern with the aid of a representative 
<­

council, composed of€< all cla5.\Ses in the State. 
Governorcin Council would legislate for the dU1UU .. W 

stration of Rislliwarli, subject to the formal ap 
\- and saectiq'1 of th~ Supr~me Gpvernment. 

departments of the Sbte would ve diTectly 
\, 

\ 



Rishiwara would have a special official ne'fs­
in the Rishi language, publishing general 

calculated to educate the people on alE that 
be useful tp 'the State. But its chief function 
be to explain and defend the policy of the 

ishiwara Government, to contradict false rumours 
misunderstandings, and to e 'pose the machina­

tions of all would-be mischief-makers; and, last 
not least, it should also interpret the wis es 

of the Supreme Governrflent to the Rishiwab 
\Juuu· ,... . . Such an official journal in the language 

the people would be published. in each hci 
; and at the same time there would be a 

official paper for all India published in 
under the authority of the Supreme 

nment. This wtlUld explain, defend, and . .. 
Imperial policy throughout India. 

The Mahomedans would·have one or mo, e re~e­
t.~ttI, :s.entatives on the executive ' ~ouncils, and their 

• and interests, as well as those of other minor 
in the State, would be strictly guarded against-

"encroachments b y th~ prepoliderating Rishi 

• 
iwara would in fact ~e fJractically self-
'ng and quite ind pendent of a ot er such 
in lttdia. - it intern.l ;dministration would 

• • • 
• 



civilisation at their own pace. 
nQ hustling and no maudlin philanthropy. 
had any vfrility and capacity for 
wourd come out under such conditions, and if 
had not, they would be alloweq to go their 
pace without any sentimental arlxiety on our 
In either case they would be happy in their 
way, and would have nohody but themsel\les 

/ bl~me if other Indian nations went ahead of 
towards the goal of independence. • 

< As an unknown writer has aptly stated: <I 

paramount executive for the well-being, hd.uluu;u::;:,;:t. 
~nd ~ecurity of. the myriad millions must rest 
a time, that cannot be measured or computed, 
the hands of Great Britain." But though this 
be admitted for all India, it is necessary that 
should gradually, very gr8-dually, hand over . ( 

purely internal and local functions of the ad 
stfutioI\ to its advanced -inhabitants. The nr,r"\r"'''CI!', 

however, would neGessarily be slow, and the 
{ . 

would have to exercise patience and willingly 
< operate in getting the training that would fit 

<-
for positions of tru~ {and liesponsibility in 
country. (No civilised Government, anri 
all that of GrecH Brhain, would ever allow a 
and selb-intf<rested rpinority to '!surp a 
the purpose of misgoverning the linariicula 

. h\JpJess masses. (, 
< 



usly started on t e road to 
lind ultimate elf-government. 

advanced rapidly would be given greater 
and would necessarily be more in e­

... " .. ''''., .. t than those that lagged behind. • No g ah!r 
could b.e given to the peoples of India 

the fosterin of local patriotism and the con­
uent friendly inter-racial competition for civilised 

and ultimate autonomy. I also maintain 
at his scheme is the only means of establishing 

entente cordiale between the Mahomedans d 
us of Jndia. Barrin~ religious matters, qn 

these two sections of the Indian population 
never b on one platform, it has bee m~ 

~;"pe:n nce that, in questions ·conce, ning their own 
land, the mental attitude of both Hindu and 

is comparatively harmonious. There 
a sort of incipient patriotism that brings them 

er as against Hi~dus d Mah~medans of 
country. For instance, the Hindus and 

lY.l <Ui\.IUllC;U'Ul" of Sind think more alike tI.n does 
Sind and the HinCiu of Madra or the 
of Sind and the Mahomedans of 

• 
• 



it is quite possible that a real Ben 
eventually be evolved comprisin..g both 

and Mahomedans of Eastern and Western Be 
Soch a union of Bengali-speaking people is 
cfesi~,ble, ~nd devoutly to be wished. But 
things at present militate agaipst any such 
summation. One is the Hindu • Bengali's 
and selfish intrigues against Mahomeda:1 i 
and the other is his childish and imbecile ' Jlll"""U,nI 

to all things British. The Mahomedans will 
c fol(\'! be wise to strongly uphold the Bengal 

until such time as the Hindus of their own (. r .. 

( 

genuinely remove the two unfavourable conUHJLVUl>, 
menqoned. When that welcome time arrives 
i3ritish will be {he firs1 to join the hands of 
and Western Bengal in a union of mutual .. ",c,"'".r·~.: 
and attachment, and Britannia will be proud 0 

being the foster-mother of a brilliant race. 
. c 

It 1S ver)5 necessav;y that my scheme for 
autonomy all over India should be favoura 
statted a.nd its growth ,carefully guarded to maturi 
This Ci.n only be ct'one with a powerful and 
pathetic arbiter over all the land-a Govern 
which will see fair play, preveQ,t internal 
and ward off aggresslOn frorn without. The 
possible Government for such aO purpose i~ 
Great Britain. ('So the Viceroy in Council 

,(pehalf qf trje. King-.Emperor, b~ f.-ll powerful, 
<."tPI continue to watcl ~ver the dest nies 



the autonomous States as weU as of the 
Native St:tes. At first, and for some time t~ 

the Council's functions will be purely cqn­
ve and advisory; but in the fuln ss of im, 
all the States have shown a real capacity 

self-governme~t on civilised principles, the 
would be transformed into a modified 

iamentary institution for the Confederated State 
It'ldia, with the Viceroy as President. The 

and Commissioners would then remain 
the State~ only as British political agents. ut 

""_·:",,,,<,~o we enter into realms' beyond the sphere Of 
practical politics, and it is therefore 

nnecessary to speculate od this .final pha~e 
Indian problem. Sufficient for the present is 
realisation of separate racial States, in each of 

the inhabitants would speak one common 
and be imtlued with one common • • otism for their native land. 

Let us hope the Indial'ls will fully reaJise at 
this cannot come about in-one day. There is • magic in politics. The development of a race 

be gradual, teady, and progressive. Perfec·· 
will only be atlRined · ter ye\rs, or· may be 

It is the slow growing tre that pro· 
the soundest timber: mftshrotlm growth does 

la t. • 



CHAPTER VIII 

A FIRM POLICY 

II H OW can encouragement best be 
legitimate political aspiration, and 

m&st effectively suppressed?" To the first 
of the question I anSWer that the true remedy 
lies in separate racial development, as 
"pltined in tqe pre~ious chapters. When a 

improves from within as it were and conrp,.,tr"t •. c: 

its efforts on developing its own inherent 
ties, it will have ample scope within itself for 
legitimate political aspiratN>ns. A truly patri 
people will

o 
not w~ste their opportunities 

ad~nce£uent by thwartoing the suzerain 
which helps them along and guards them 
outside \nterference. Their leaders will soon 
-that they have everything to lo~~ and nothin$ 
gain by allowirtg othePJ fealoUi: and perhaps h 
races to interfere with their internal and 

l 

politics. II Sel{;l.help' will be their motto, 
I Hands off/: their :ttitud; to o~utsiders. 

The gre.t(eSt folly the Indian~ ha~e 
\ ~~ 



one and the same eople, 
they can combine to disp14l.ce the Britis'l 

by an imaginary" national" Govern­
of their own I This idea is the outcome f 

ignorance of their own historf, and el 
inability to logically argue out the 

of events. They can neither look back 
what they were nor look forward to what they 

t be. Their thoughts and actions are always 
centrated in the present, regardless of conse­

It is this defective mental horizon that 
produced the political buffoon in this count y, 
resulted ' in .the sorry s~ectacle of the warlike 
. ab\ being dragged at the heels of the effeminate 

• 
The first thing the various peoples of India must 

is that the word /I India" is merely a geo­
expression invented by Europeans to 
a vast cont~ent, nJ that. since the 

of the British the term II India" has con­
ued to expand. The map of India has e~r si ce 

changing towards the w t, north, a1"\d east, 
it does not follow that, because a borderland 

reJ on his map, the indigenous inhabi- • 
of that land t reb/ltnmedrately by some 

U~lU'U" become Hindus-say of t~e type of 
or Madras. The onl~ coHesive factor in 

is British sQverei ty j .remove tha factor 
pe"Ples would fuflomatically e tc} be 



Punj bis, Sindhis, 
AssaPlis, Telegus, Tamils, Pathans, 

an endless number of other distinc' natio 
U(1til this obvious lesson is thoroughly 
by <lte Indians there can be no hope of 
genuine political advancement. Self-contained 
velopment on a racial basis iSt the key to 
whole problem. The race that first fully 
this, and ceases to meddle with the domestic ~ ••. ~ .... '_ 
of others, will easily take the lead in India. 
soonest attain self-government on rational 
ciples. Such a race will naturally. in its 
interests range itself on the side. of law, 
and peaceful government, and it will 
~lav~jample sc<cpe forD legitimate political aspira.,vu"". 
in the promotion of the best and highest idea.ls 
its own people. 

We come to the second portion of the qqtstion 
1/ How cay sediti~n be ('> most effectually 
pressed ?" One word answers this, and that 
hrtaoesE. Boycotting, I1icketing of shops by 
ruffian~, preaching' or sedition, encouragement 
race hatred, should a~l be summarily stopped. 

• when schoolboys are concerneci in such 
they sh\)uld, :'s a Jctpanese t friend of mine 
suggested,c be promptly flogged; and their n::lr'f"nt'l:!"'.: 

guardians, or schoofmasters be severely fined, 
made to eyter intq, a bood fa the future 
beh.::tviottr t5f such youths. In India ~ 

~ ~ 
o 



if a'man 
.. ..:"i) .... J.". he would be ~cized, punishid, and effaced 

couple of days, and all connected with him 
suffer likewise. To act as a deterrenl, 

ishment for political crime must 1:) pro~pt,' 

and final. Native politicians desire self-. 
by their people,'so they cannot logic-

object to the adoption of Native State methods 
suppressing crime. 

The" Supreme Government must cease to pander 
such plausible and long ex loded shibboleths as 

the.equality. of men," II liberty of the subject," a d 
freedom of the press." Indians, with their present 

'ted range of political thought, do not understand 
altruistic ideals. This is ·amply. proved i~ th 

rn,nn','I'T of every Native State, where no two men 
cqnsidered equal, where liberty of the subject is 
. cted to personal good behaviour, where abso­
freedom of the pre~s is Wit toleraJed on the 
ground of expediency. By all this, I do not 
that such ideals shourd not sway our gove~­

principles. They should" ~lways be ~pt in 
and gradually applied to the people as they 
a proper se " of responsibility. You cannot • 

absolute equality-in a c·cllntry where yt>U have 
such opposite extremes as a twentielb-century 

and polished nativ ge tIeman and a 
savage . in a .state • of rud . . 

hol\ tha may e . seen any 

• 



liberty of the ~_ ... _, •.• , 
extreme pr~ducts of the country' can 

11, 

the same view of anything, and where 
'V-yriad intermediate degrees of civilisation 
E;av~ery will differ infinitely in thought, belief, 
conduct. You cannot rationally allow a 
press-to a great extent ignor~r~tly cc 
freely preach false and erroneous principles to a 
more ignorant public. It is not fair to the . 
ment of the country, and is still more unfair"to 
unfortunate people, t~ subject them to the 
of an unwholesome press. . 
• In our dealings with the igm>rant peoples 
India we want less sentimental theory and 

'Pradtical common sense. The native press requ 
controlling for the sake of the people 
With few honourable exceptions these papers 
not give any news at all, and are conseq uvl.1U.' ... 
of no ed1;lcational" value: Their contents 
nothing but stupid, illogical, and 
critic;sJ(t1 of all things concerning the 
of the country, vilification of its officials, and 

( 

tisements, a considerable number of them Ob~scen 
• Such papers are mostly cond~ ed by 

native Qfficials~ or b students who have 
their exaIVs., and failed, in fact; in everything 
All the mischiwous 'crash they publish is 
without jU9,gment pr commeuf,; by the still 
'igrrprantvdluflitude, whClse only afgum nts 
~ .J ( , 



must 
would have punished the authors • 

the p~pers. As they have not d~ne 
ment must be in the wrong, and they re 

• to do anything "-and so on. • 
have heard such statements made even by so· 

educated nati~es, who in ordinary matters of 
• 

.... ,,""'"'''' are as sensible and level-headed as one 
wish. During the late Zaka Khel expedition 

the.North-West frontier, one obscure vernacular 
gave out that the British soldier could not 
he was worthless in war; that one wh(je 

regiment ,was absolu!ely wiped out by th 
Khel, and that this was the real reason why 

forces hastily retired from tile fro~tier; that the 
thing that saved the entire army from total 

n was the brave front shown by the native 
All this was conveyed in good faith by 
me from an etlucated native gentleman 

has travelled over mos of th~ civilised 
ntries of the world, a.nd whom one woujd • ly credit with greater · j\ildgment and dis-

t. Yet he believed it all because a -friend 
had told him he had read it in a vernacular • 

somewhere I • • 
is this sort of unwholesome credulit)! which it • bounden duty to c ntrol nd "'uide on prac-

and this, I maintain, can never be done 
• • • 

presen licence o~ ilie verda lei: 



eO'!lC:MlC)n::I.l factor in , 
useless to expect the people to move in 

cas their whol~ conduct and attitutle 
press has shown conclusively that they have 
fa realise chow a licentious and untruthful 
de~roying their mental equilibrium, un 
their national manhopd, and exposing them to 
ridicule and contempt of the civilised world. 
will not or cannot help them elves, and th 
is our bounden duty as the rulers of the land 
educate the vernacular pres3 and place it on 
}roper and useful footing. 
t This, I maintain, wauld not be <;lifficult to a"".VlJu.~ 
plish if every vernacular paper was required to 
out a licence for germission to publish. 
licence would be given after due inquiries 
been made as to the qualifications of its 
and directorate, and after a certain sum in cash 
securities had been deposited as an earnest of 
conlluct. (LThe firs time the paper mi 
it~elf it would receiv~ a warning and a 

( 

reprimand; the ~cond time, a heavy fine ,,, ..... ,,HMIlIII 

be inlIicted out of the deposit money; and 
, third time, the licence would be cancelled and 

rest of the de~osit lllQfley aSt w~l as the pre § 

would be confiscated. I would place the 
t: 

control of a (pape!.'" under a vigilance 
composed entirely of educated and 

f ),J) e " • 
na ~ve ~l"'I:lemen of "the localiij, aQ,d as 

- 'l' ' 0 



the paper. They 
carry out the first and second 

'CfJUu,,,"umentl in cases of misconduct. 
would be left solely to the policelmagis­

and would be final and without aPgeal to arly 
• er authority. 

Such a scheme wou!d in!?,ure the paper starting 
a respectable business basis. It would have the 

of having its conduct under the re­
control of the natives them elves, and 

its final extinction would be automatic, as 
licence would only be cancelled and the pr!ls 

"'VJlUl~)\';d.LC;U after all other remedies, applied by the 
themselves, had failed to check misconduct. 

n"""""""",_ the failure would be with tlle natives themsf)lves 
could not be blamed) as at present 

taking drastic and final measures. And lastly 
would have the advantage- of always 

feeling the political puls5!, as it were, uf the native 
.'"'v, ...... unity, as the attitude ot the vjg~ance com­

towards the views of the paper would be an 
Df''''~U'\,;cL . of their attitude ~o\Vard Gove1-nment. 

a scheme, while allowing for reasonable and 
U1!l[),lll.ed criticism of Government, would effectu­

prevent all potitical me,-city, ~urrilous abuse v • 
officials and na,.tive prin es, and seditious and 

intrigues again~t consti&uted.auth rity. No 
vernacular paper would object to its 

its own self-re$ect a Qgnjfe41 .. • r---, J .. 

• 



for third-rate rags to exist, as 
<automatically 'bring about their ownf.micide. 

Anofher cause of sedition in India is our· 
system of ccducation, which is superficial and 
miSbirected. What good result can be exp 
from an ignorant natiye, a descendant of hun 
of generations of illiterate forebears, who is "'u, .. u.~~~ 
caught and rushed through various i 
schools and colleges, on such mental pabulum 
Herbert Spencer, Macaulay, Rou'iseau, and 
Tl'le wonder is that there are any level-headed ___ ,_'-_,_ 

8 

left amongst the so-called educated. We neglect 
teach them their own history, while we cram 
(Withe. European andc American history, and 
unsuitable literature. We teach them no reI "." ......... 
no moral principles, no manhood; and little 
nothing is done contributing to the formation 
character. We turn out, . n fact, a lot of 
prigs and ( unmantf'erly cads, instead of sol 
educated men and bro'ldminded gentlemen. 

\:> 

need at' India is tOrt men who have received 
thorough training in commerce, trade, indu 

( agriculture, mining, mechanics, engineering, 
other practical( callin2&. ,;"" , ~ ~ 

Again, another cause of disaffe~tion and t'n,-.tpl'lli 

for GoverRmen! is tl('! laxness with which we 
tain our prestige in India. Nowhere can a 

\: 11 ~ civl~\~il gcGoverhm~nt' be tuai(tainl(;d, 



respect constituted autllionty. 
for authority has been and .always will bfi 

bed-rock o~ all forms of government. N~Native 
would for a moment allow the scurrilous abu e 

the attacks on its officials that we'" pe;m' ill 
territory. A native Prince, referring to the 

attacks on British;! soldiers by villagers, 
1I.'!:,"'r.v •• ",,, said to me, /I You are allowing the foundation­
~:,'St(>ne of your Government to be shaken. If it goes 

n much longer your whole administration will fall 
the ground. In India we worship power, and 

n .. "n", .. anybody who does not maintain his iztzt 
[honour and ' dignity]. Fot every oldier that is 

.'''' .. '' .... ,,''''''''. by vilbgers, you lose the respect and good­
of thousands of Indian , ~ho ar& then wi~ing 

believe anything that is said against you." How 
all this is can easily be realised nowadays, 

en rebellion, murder, and anarchism stalk the 
as a result of our iJreviou laxnes in main-

. ng order. Every attack on a Government 
from soldier to Viceroy, should be wiftQy 
with condign puni hmeAt-direct 09 the 
perpetrators, and indirect on all remotely 

nsible for the act. We cannot afford to allow • 
the common~t ~urop,') n to Y>e maltreated 

he is a E ropean or because he is a 
official. 

here be as }VeIl to., ~all t~e atteh \00 of t e 
pC'liti ian ' to the eegrading p etice 

17 
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sc~o~lboys to do 
gerous work for them. When the men 
ink so low as to demoralise and prostitute un~. 

own offspring, they publicly condemn 
a d prQclaim their utter unfitness for ~ ny form 
self~overr:ment. There is nothing that shame 
true friends of India so much as this "",~tp 'fT'I 

practice, and until it is wholly given up the I 
can never hope to have the respect and sympathy 
any civilised people. Let men meet men, my In' . 
friends, but for the sake of your own izat keep yo 
women and children out of the arena. 

o . . 
• Slowness to move, procrastInatlon"and 
are well-known Oriental defects, and are 
by tpe native to be the results of weakness.and fear 
~ A a native sMkari c{nce remarked to me, U WheJ' a 
wounded bear does not come traight down on mil 

as he oug1!t to, I know he is afraid of me, and after 
that I feel I can destroy him with impunity when-
ever I feill inclin~ ." ~hen the seditious 
disaffected in India have politically wounded 
Gover!Jment, and th~ ratter does not come 
down. on them, the absence of prompt action 
immediately construed into weakness and fear, 
like the shikari, they come to ~1:le conclusion 

l' ( • 

can destroy Governbent w:~th impunity. I 
rate, that.- when there cis deliberate mischief a2::a.aI]~111 

the Governrrtent Sr its officials, the 
( , n \l.lSLllbe~ sjvift and thoroug,hll deterrent; 

r 1 st b~ no maudlin seetiment and , . 



lrirP<l"'nt condition of the country are too cumber­
too co plicated, too c{Jstly, " and in man 
a direct incentive to political crime. Our 

system has bred a multitude of lawyers, woo pr • • on the ignorant multitude and who are gene By 
leaders of disaffct.ction. It has produced a con­

tempt for our GCl'Vernment, ecause with its legal 
" technicalities and quibbles, backed up with bribery, 

corr~ption, and false evidence, a political criminal 
cap nearly always escape scot-free. For every 
known criminal that thus escapes his just doo , 

hu dred mG>re join the ranks of the disaffected ~ 
• 

and 0 the ball of sedition keeps rolling on, ever 
in reasing in force and ma itude, till it ow 
threatens to overwhelm us altOgetller. Even in 
dvil matters there is already too much law and too 
much interterence with the people. There ought· 
to be a separate political law, shorn of all legal 

• technicalities and complication~ and it h{Juld be 
so framed that its application in all cases would be 
prompt and decisive; and, "above all, there hou d 

• be no hesitation in applying it. hi sayin this 
VOice the opinion of all peaceful and law-abiding • 

lridia ,and the ~orm the . vast m . ority ~f our 

• 

• • 
• 

• 



CHAPTER IX 

A RECONSTRUCTED INDIA 

T o sum up all that has been said. Indi~ 

henceforth be considered and treated not 
oile country with one people, but a~ a vast. 
continent of Asia, w'ith a congeries of 
nationalities, having different religions, laogu 
ent~\11ents, and idio~yncrasies . The country 

be grouped into racial divisions and governed 
that basis. Each race must be allowed to develop 
on its own inherent merits, and one dead level of 
uniformityc should (10t b~ expected. Each 
divi",ion should, under British supervision an 
c~ntrol, employ its oWn people as far as possible 
in governing itself.~ All education should be prae> 
tical and cheap and not academic, and should 

o carried on to a very great extenLin the language 
the peaple. 6nly th{/highe.: education . h0tild 
in Engli<;n, and this should be-paid for at its 
value. The guro~an officials in such 
s~. ,ns ~ho111d'spenq the gre2.ter.part of their 

\'t in: tJ-i v'lS'~~.s \Vhere theosame lang'thge nd 
ct • . 

l . 



is the only way we can 
the inner sentiments !t1 aspirations 

people. • 
These raciar divisions would be started ~m their 

career with the same European staff as is conside~d 
• nece sary for the Government of the · count. y t 

present; but gradually, as the people acquired a 
sense of responsil:>Ii y and owed themselves fitted 
(or elf-government, the European staff would be 
removed until the irreducible minimum considered 
nece ary for the maintenance of British sovereIgnty 

reached. In the course of time practically the • 
• wh e gover~ing staff might be natives of the d i­

sion ; and there , is no reas<1n why there should not 
ultimat.eJy be even a native Governor, with a local 

egislative Council. But, 0 cour , such a co 
summation will be entirely dependent on the growth 
of education and sense of responsibility to the 
suzerain Power, which must necessarily be British 
for an indefinite time t~ co • 

The Supreme Government will be carried <on as 
now by a Viceroy in Coun~i1. He will be assi ed 
by an advisory council consisti of represe tatives 
from all the racial divisions. The Supreme Govern-
ment will have solute authority over the army,· 

vy: rail ways, teleg phs, · stal a d cusk>ms de­
ts, and wi contr I all the in rnal and 

~U"' ."'i!i.,"" politics of the w ole pir. The prestige 
Supreme G vernment mpst bee at 

'ihere ust be n dallyi.ng w rIf' 



should It.!. ~ealt with promptly and dpl~ivelv!.1~ 
regardless of w}:lat might be said by ignorant 
bodies at home. The Government attitude 
b~ on one side, one of sympathy, friendliness, 
!'i:,tncerecconcern for the welfare of the people ; 
the other side, one of unsentimental justice, nr,.., ..... nt<· 

chastisement, and uns erving ~et~rmination. 
must be the velvet glove and the iron hand, 
o ive-branch and the sword. There can be· 
medium course in India. The vernacular . 
must be brought under control in the manner 
ha:- e already indicated, as much for the sake of 
peaceful government a:o for the r~tional edu~tion 
of the people themselves. 
l Otir civilla~s may be retained as they a~~ in tBe 
large towns, but they require considerable cheapen­
ing and simplifying throughout the country. The 
power to appeal should be reduced, and except for 
grave crimces the jgdgme.1t of the court of first 
instance should be decisive and final. 

;!,her should be litHe if any interference with 
the c'Ustomary usage's and ordinary lives of the 

c 
people. Their social evolution should be left to 

c themselves. The misdirected ze~! for village sani­
tation should be curhe8 or ~holly checked fdr 
present. pfficial interference with village ... ,." ....... -
ment should ~ dis ountenanced as far as nosslblf~.~nl 

T~ p~opl~ Lhoul~ not pe wo.rried to clean 
v ~. t1nd < a.n!!:s which bave been l!n u~ from 

, ~ 

( . 
l 



anitary inspector. They rntIs 
cut down hedges and shrubbery .r0und their an­

homes lust because someone sees imaginary 
'rnhr~l!': in such places. When the people th m elves 
ask for such action to be taken, then C;oV@rnmeQt 
should promptly move in the matter, not b~fore. 
The inept rewards gpent on,killing snakes and wild . 
f>easts should be discontinued, and the money 
should be utilised for some more practical purpose. 
The death-roll ascribed to snakes and animals i for 
the most part fictitiou. The rewards go not to the 
vil1:}ger, but. to the native official who write up 
the record j to the professi~nal hikari, who mak . 
a livelihood out of the shooting in the neighbour­
"ood, and to the snake-chamfer, wh.o mostly ~ree 
the snakes for which the rewards are given! A 
for the statistics, I know from personal observa­
tion, and from what reliable natives have told 
me, that a very large rAlmber of caSts f)f suicide, 
infanticide, poisoning, and other secr~t for~s of 
murder are hushed up wi.h a little expe~ituri of 
money and the death enterea if} the official returns 

• as due to ~ome animal or snake. 
All this grandl80therly concern for the protectio~ 

of tfte native againsi hims~cY may Ikppear.lau·dable 
goody-goody folk and t~e comfortable arm-chair 

at home j but such mil te iilterference with 
daily lives of .the p~ople i.s inte'llsely irrit 
often lead~ on to hi~er form .t s 



success in this. direction lies in leaving the 
~lone as much as possible. If the ~atives 

c 
cq.untry are ever to develop higher forms of 
. on . tlley nlUst be left to develop them in their 

way; there must be no hustling on our part. 
we are called upon to\., do is (0 give the people 
strong and peaceful Government; for the rest ____ . .-._ 
mu~t be allowed to work out their own salvatioh 
lines they understand and can utilise themselves. 

The inhabitants of India, taken as a whole, --" ."Tl'" 
peL.cefully inclined, law-abiding, ch<:1ritable, . 
a"dmirable in many of tneir personal 
Those who have taken the trouble to study 
nd 'understal1{i thei~ customs, beliefs, and 

sentiments, must end by having a kindly respect 
liking for them. I have lived a great part of 
life among them, and have resided in 
every part of their counfry, with Rajas in 
paJaCi!s and with ryots in their mud and 
huts; a!j\d I personally feel so great an aLL"'~Ul.U<;;I'f."lI::&'I'l 

to the land of my asoption that when I retire trom:~'1SI 
active life I mean to settle in it, feeling sure 

c many native friends will help to Ipjlke my resid~:n~~ 
among them w't:lcomeC.n the future as they ........ ... 
the past. v " 

I mention aU· this',est it should be inf 
revious triticism an<;l advice that I 
,-Cag,LnSt the peo¢e and thei anci nt 

< 



1t~t:tc1Illest feelings; and if I have s d plain 
1~~ld stated some unpalatable home-truths, it is be­
....... _''''''''', as the old Indian proverb aptly says4 U The 

flatters, only the well-wisher tells the trut ." 
mayor may not be mistaken in m Vlews. 

give them for what they are worth, and therefore 
trust they will be. r d in t e spirit in which they 
are written. 

• 
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, 'lAPTIiR I 

POSSIBILITIES OF SELF-GOVERNMENT 

I N considering the question whether it be possible 
lor the :diverse races of India to becoqte one 

united self-governing community we are unfortu­
nately confronted by one of those problems whi h, 
mtensely interesting as they nlay belli are yet O'?lt id$ 
the pale of actual definite conclusion. We may 
argue as we will with a view to establishing our 
negative or affirmative, but so long as the subject 

• remains within the rea~ms of contrnversy at all, 
we can prove nothing. The disputf1, in finth is of 
the solvitur ambulando ooc1er. Once let a unJted 
elf-governing community b~coroe an accomplished 
ct and the event, it i clear, will answer aIr doubts 

and adverse spe~lations. There will be no furthe~ 
for discus ionQ But- no disp1tant <;an fairly 

called upon to logically,.prove a negative, and in 
. theorem we ar con~denng no mere 
c correlation of probabilit will seIDon-

a p~ssibi ·t;. P~rS6'nal1y I ;p he~t~ 
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an event as Indian pv,.. .. ,_"" 

""''''''U';lLY is impjs ible; but this hesl 
is a IDJ:lre confession on' m part of 

limitations of human prescience. I can only cteid.!!'mtI 

with wftat appeals to me as being the re'lsalna.o.4~:'~ 
p6ssibiRtie~ of sllch a politic-al cohesion. 

It ("seems to me that the term" united self-govern-
ing community /I demal\ds sol"J.h: a.,ttempt at nr.>l'''''''.'~'' 

definition. By such a term it would be illogi~al 
postulate too much. All self-governing 
which may logically be termed 1/ united /I ha1e yet 
their very distinct phenomena of political cleavage. 
Anel. this, indeed, has ever been so, ev~n from. the 
days when Lot and Abr~ham found it necessary to 
part company owing to the strife between 
~rdmen. Thf- antiquity of social and poh 
cleavage might easily be proved, were proof neces­
sary, by references to the history of the Greeks and 
Romans, or other nations of the past. Plebeian and 
patrician, oli~arch an~ dem6crat have their counter­
parts in socialit't and aristocrat, using the latter term 
not (quitf( in the sense ~f the Greek aristos; and 
though to-day we may not find so pronounced a , 
Tory as Dr. Johnson, it is certain that our 
I iberals labour under no delusior as to the 
personality which vivif0s andt controls the 
But these factors of divctrgence llnd , . 
are quite compatible, s we know, with a 
nati<ttlat 'unity (and this bing admitted, 
w II con!ho<tJ em what bz:sis of solidarity<' 
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