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RREFACE

SHE simple opjecs of this booly i¥ to exhibit as clearly
as ma¥ be, ahd therelore gvithout psejudice or .passion, in
languag‘e that may, be understood of all, the groofs, con-
tained in three volfimes of State Papers,edited by Mr. G. E.
Forrest, and published By order of the Indian Government,
that Warren Hastings, the man who made our Indian
Empire and preserved it for the Ciown, was wholly inno-
gent of the crimes so often and so grievously laid to his
charge.

Some of these proofs have already been given to the
public (notably by Sir John Strachey in his admirable
Volume on the Rohilla War?), but in disconnected form,
and m some cases imperfectly. A full light has been
throwr-%on the whole history of the case by the labdurs
of Mr Foirest, and there is no excuse now for évading
the discussion ofeny part of the subject.

« Thie Bot)k, professedly founded on the volumes above
referred to, deals with six printipal heads of accusation
made by various speakers and writers, and it is confidently
submytted that in no single case can,a verdict of guilty
Pe maintained, in the face of present knowledge, against
the ®@reat Accused ., If this be so, it is surely time that
ihe truth should ﬁ)e openly and geneious}y acknowledged,
and thg ipjust‘:e of past generations b& done away,

Y Hagtinos and the Rokilla War, by Sir John Strachey, G.C.S.L.
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Ng attempt at*personak biography 1s attempted here.
There have bée?l'several efforts in that direction, but the
results have®pot been encouraging. The have been rpther
Be3cons to warn, than lights to illuming Glelg’s Memoirs
are valuable, but can hardly "e callfd interesting. “it is
strange how little he made of a jtegf subject ; and judging
by his preface he' ‘was hlmsclf ceascious of the failure.
He was rudely attacked*by Marcaulay, thongh it is der ..-
strable that as to more thun one historical event aleig
wes right and his supeie.lious critic wrong. Yet it js crue
that 1f Gleig had wiitten in tlic :days of the Dunciad he
would inevitably have been enrolled .mong the minions
of the dull goddess.

Sir Alfred Lyall, to whose parrmaa respectful obligation
is here expressed, committed himself, or rather woas misled
by others. to the grotesque legend that Warren Hastings
was the son of a boy of sixteen, mated to a maiden equally
immature. It is hoped that the chapter on Daylesford in
this book will dispose once for all of an absurdity, for
which Gleig, in his Alemoirs, is primarily responsible. It
is much more a subject for regret that Sir Alfied Lyall
has treated some of the historical questions in his biograph
in an ynsatisfactory way, not so much by direct condemna-
tion as by leaving them in critical doubt, when such
writers as Sir John Strachey and Sir Jdmes {tcohen.do
not hesitate as to a decisive acquittal.

Sir Charies Lawson has contrived to import into his
somewhat mixed narrative a variety of observations,
interesting in their wry, which may suggest a doubt
whether he saw much of Daylesford, or had any trust«
worthy informzation from the HastingsN‘[amily. He has
not retailed the sto;y current among Nofth Oxfordshire
ptasafits that Warreh Hastmgs bought his sécond wife for
her exact weight in gold; but if he had dohe so, it
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would have been quite as tjue 4s some of the facts
stated. As, for instance, that Himon Ha.stiﬂgs was buried
in Daylesford church, or that the estatc was gold in 1853
to a Mr. Byass-ox, that Sir James Stephen was a Judg?
at Qulcutta. These+are orlyy,samples. In fact, a demo.
of error scems to. haupt e'}ery attempt at a Life of Warren
Hastings. '

- Warned by the fate ouo;hera tLe author of the present
book. has preferred to deal witheproof rather than with
cor secpure.  Perthaps he knows = Ifttle more than so:pe‘
who have wiitten conﬁdt:mt]y and he behech that the,
best tiibute to the~111ust110us dead is Eo prcqerve a sacred
silenice on some domc;,hc matters, while vindicating, to
the best of a small ability, the public fame of an historic
statesman.

It is not without some claim, inherited and personal,
vhat the author ventures to speak. His grandfather was
present in Westminster Hall at the Impeachment, heard
the speeches of Burke and Sheridan, and described them
.in his latest years to a listener who remembers still. His
father stood in the Sheldonian Theatie at Oxford when
Warien Hastings received the degree of D.C.L. at the
hands of the University, and lived to refer to that occasion
forty years after, when he himsclf was honoured with
a similar ~ompliment. And lastly, the author is one of
the very few now living who knew Daylesford House,
outside and in, as it had been when Warren Hastings
was there, preserved scrupulously .n the exact state by
Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff, then its custodians, to whose
-personal kindness, after long lapse of time, he refers with
not unemotional regard.

o Many change:, since that epoct, have passed over
Daylesford. Other times, other men. Save for a simple
urn, marked with an immos:al name, the place has become,
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or is becoming, unhistc’rica.], But that is local only. The
fame of Warrgr® Hastings does not moulder with his ashes.
It will live #yhile “the English tongue endures; and it may
Be that somethmg has been donc herein, tq clear that famc
4lilfe from the inventions of.malice #hd the delusioss of
error,

NOTICE TO READERS

The References in the Notes are —

State Papers means Selections {rom the Letters, Dispatches, and
other State Papers preserved in the Foreign Depaitment of the
Goyernment of India, 1772-85, edited by George W. Forrest, B.A.,
i Three Volumes

Lyall means Warren Huastings, by Sir Alfred Lyall.

Crk’!'q mears Memorrs of Warren Hastings, by Gleg, in Thrcs
Volumes

Step&m means The Story of Nuncocmar, by Sir James Stephen.
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WARREN MASTINGS:
A VINDICATION

GHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY

SoON after the closeeof the Russo-Japanese war there
appeared in onc of ou® newspapers a letter from a young
Japanese, speaking of the advantages he had derived from
his education in England. He dwelt with discriminatipn
o® English literature. Incidentally he mentioned the
Lssays of Macaulay, which he, like thousands of others,
had read with delight, and, as he believed, with instruction.
Prominently among these literary efforts he praised that on
Warren Hastings, which he obviously 1cgarded as a valuable
contribution to history. In his view it vas not only
brilliant and interesting; it was all true. The illustrioi®
Englishthan with whom the Essay deals had comgnitted
great crimes, and had only escaped conviction because his
judges, the jPeers*of Great Butain, had become weary of
his prol®nged tridl. Could any other conclusion be arrived
at by an educated foreigner, reading that Essay without
correction or commentary ? To a country beyond ‘furthest
Ind’ has thfts been published the tale, as false as it is
humiliating, that our Indian Empire, perhaps the most
striking product of British valour and British statesmanship,
was founded on gppression and iniquity.

oNor is it less Jamentable that in our @olonies, and in thae
greatest —outgrdwth ©f our race, th% United States of
Americag the same skander s pegoetuated. Generations
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have®been, and are being,*brought up in the belief that
Warren Hastmgs somehow® deserved the obloquy which
orators and' evriters have heaped upon him; or if he did
ﬁog deserve it all, at least, on thc old prqu::ﬂe that where
there is much smoke there mmst be some fire, he had eap{led
a good share of it. We hear much of imperialism irf the
present day, and much also of thd Jyiendly,relations betyeen
Americans and ourselves, but iv may be well to cong der
what sort of imperial honour & is in oufselves, aad ¥ hat
sort of international fr “I‘ldbhlp it is ld'othcls,wklch traf yces;
of suffers to be traduced, the memory of ohe of tfe rare
and histofic men who have built up the world-w i&e glory
of the English-speaking race. 1
Nor less at home is the evil permitted. There is not
a school, whethe: for boys or for girls, where anything
bove primary instruction is given, that docs not see every
year the presentation of Macaulay’s Zssayps, that on Warren
Hastings conspicuous among them, as prizes lo the pupifs;
who are taught thereby, in their most susceptible years,
to think ill of the statesman who prescrved India to their
country’s flag.!
It may of course be urged in defence by all concerned
that there was no intentional sin in the matter; that they

have met with no answer to the statements made in sut':h.
i

' As a further Jllustration of what is said above, an Llementary
History of England. wntten by Cynil Ransome, an author of repute,
in speaking of Warren Hastings, and praising _him Yor. ‘s woble
defence cf British India aganst Hyder Al’, adds that nevertheless
he had been ‘guilty of great oppressions’. This charge is evidently
made 1n complete confidence of its truth ; but it is absolutely opposed
to all the facts of the case. Mr. Ranseme had probably read
Macaulay’s Essay, and nothing else Certainly ne had not read
Strachey, or Stephen, and still less the State Pagers issued by the
Indian Government, But with one sweeping accusation h- brands
the name of Warren Hastings, in every schoo where his book may
pe read, with the commission of the worst crime which a ruler can
cemmit; a crime of wk'ch he was acquitterd, not only by .he verdict
of the Peers, but by the expressed gratitude of the —eople whom
he is said to have injured.
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charming prose by Macaulaiz; and that,as he praises
Warren Hastings for some of his deeds, they naturally
supposed that the essayist was right in blathing him far
others. In *truth the words ¢I wot that through 1gno-
range ye did it, may be s applicable to his detractors
at the present day as fht;y veere to some of hif opponents
mcre than a huntired ydass since. The*only wonder is that®
the, hollowness, of the ag.cusatlons has not been more
getirally percewed « gThere neves®was a prosecution more
unmrited ; *there never was one “Tnch broke down mgre
conspx.,uously on the fact® But the genera] regder knowsg
nothing, and think@nothing, of such quest1ons as these,
There was a formidable list of charges brought up to
the Lords against Warren Hastings, and an amazing amount
of rhetorical invective, not seldom rising to distortion of
fact, was poured out in Westminster Hall. But the extra-
agdinary feature of the Impeachment throughout was the
absence of any recal proof of guiit. There was abundant
assertion, mixed frequently with abuse ; evidence in support
there was little or none. Let us take an instance and
compare the assertion with the facts. Burke told the
Lords that the government of Mr. Hastings had reduced
the country under his rule to a jungle of wild beasts.
Fhosc ®ere his words. Now if that, or anything like it,
Jhad been the case, it is certain that testimony could have
'been brought to- rprove it. What is quite certain is that
no®singl® Witness deposed to anything of the kind. The
native evidence on the contrary was all in favour of Warren
Hastings. Burke had the courage to tell the Lords that
this evidcnc.;g had been extorted, that the hands which had
written the tdstimonials were yet warm with the thumb-
St:ravs which had been applied to them. The statement,
of which proof was not even pretended, was preposterous.
Wa.rrvn Hastings $aid well in reply to gt before his judgeg:
‘It is Yery serfl;om shat mankind ar‘,grateful enough to
do eveg fustice tv g, falleneminister ; and I believe there
never was an instance, in the annals of human netare, of
B2
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an injured people rising up vpluntarily to bear false witness
in favour of a distant and persecuted oppressor.’ Burke,
when he uttéred such words, could only have meant ,that
thesextortion of testimonials in'favour of the*accused had
been carried out by the Indfane Gowsrnment, for noneceelse
would havé had the power ¢o do®it; but the character
'of Lord Cornwallls, then Govgrubr-Gentral, one of the
most high-minded of mes, makes such, an insinugfion
absurd.! The nature &f these testipopials is worlth gon-

- . . . LJ
sidering. That from tﬁs inhabitants, of Benarcs says;’#¢Hes
daid the fQundations of justice find the pillars of tlie law.
In every shape we,"the inhabitants of vhis country, during
the time of his administration, lived in case and peace.
We are therefore greatly salisﬁca. with and thankful to
him. As the said Mr. Hastings was long acquainted with
the modes of government in thesc regions, so the inmost
purport of his heart was openly and sacretly, indeed, bept
upon those things which might maintain inviolate our
religious persuasions, and guard us in even the minutest
respect from misfortune and calamity. In cvery way he
cherished us in honour and credit.’

The Pundits and other Brahmins of Benares also wrote:
‘ Nhenever that man of vast reason, the Governor-General,
Mr. Hastings, returned to this place, and peopl: of all

L4 .
ranks werc assembled, at that time he gladdencd the heart
of every one by his bchaviour, which consisted of kind'
L 3

! As a fact, when Lord Cornwallis was informbtd that tht nafives
of India were desirous of bearing testimony to the merits of Warren
Hastings, and wcre requesting permission that the officers of
Governmen* might have authonty to transmit such testimonials
to the Governor-Gerferal in Council, he caused g “autious letter
to be circulated among all the Collectors and Residents which stated :
¢ With this request the Governor-General in Council has been pfaseG
to comply, and I have therefore to informsyou, that should any such
address be tendered to t)‘;ou, you are at liberty 3 Yeceive and forward
if to me. The liberty now accorded is merely 1o reteive and, transnfit
testimonials when volmf;;zri]y offered; and®you are not to deduce
any inference from it that yqu are tuthorized to exercise” apy further
interfeysn-e in this business.—State Papers, Introd., p. xcviii.
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wishes and agreeable cmver;atio?l expressions ofecom-
passion for the distressed, acts®of pollteness *and a readiness
to relieve and protect every one witholt digfinction. To
please us dgll geople he caused a spacious’ music galler
to be built, at his own expapse, over the gateway of the
temple of Veesmaswar, whlch is csteemed theghead jewel
of all places of holy visitatlon. He never at any time,
nor on any occasion, cithtr bY; neglecting to promote the
happiness of tle pecople,sor by lpoklng with the eye of
covetousness, display@® an inclinatien to distress any indi-
vidua! whatsoever.’

The®inhabitants .of Murshedabad alsp bore witness that
‘ the whole period ©f Mr. Hastings’ residence in this country
exhibited his good conduct towards the inhabitants. No
oppression nor tyranny was admitted over any one. He
obscrved the iules of respect and attention to ancient
familics, He did not omit the performances of the duties
& politeness and° civility towards all men of rank and
station when an interview took place with them. In affairs
concerning the government and revenues, he was not covetous
of other men’s money and property; he was not open to
bribery, He restricted the farmers and officers in their
oppressions in a manncr that prevented them from exercising
that tyranny which motives of sclf-interest and private gatn
mrg-ht mstlgate them to observe towards the ryats and
helpless. He used great excrtions to cultivate the country,
to increasegthe agrlculturc and the revenues without deceit
and with perfeCt propriety and rectitude. He respected
the learned and wise men, and in order for the propagation
of learning he built a college, and endowed it with a pro-
vision for ttgmaintenance of the students, insomuch that
thousands reaping the benefits thereof offer up their prayers
or the prosperity of England, and for the success of the
Company.’! 4 °,
® Mr. Forresw says that quotations ®f a similar nature
from othg addressds mlght be muh&p]ied to any extent.

' Stae Paers. Intrdl.. v, xcix.
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But e also says that these are not the only evidence of
the honour an¥l esteem in #vhich Warren Hastings was
held by thé natiVes of India. A Brahmin pilgrim on
the banks of the Nerbudda declared thag ‘hg had lived
wrder many different governgperts and travelied in many
countries, byit had never witnedsed 2 general diffusion of
Sappiness equal to that of the natiyes under the mild and
equitable administration of Mr. Mastings”. This anecdote
is to be found in Forbes', OVzeulm Memorrs,*and thegauthor
adds: ‘I cannot forget %‘1& words of th¥sréspectable pllgrzm
we were near a banian ¢ec in {he Parbar court, when he
thus conclitdcd lLis discoursc: “as the buri-tree, one”of the
noblest productions in natuie, by extcmding its branches
for the comfort and reficshment of all who seek its shelter,
is emblematical of the Deity, so'do the viitues of the
Governor resemble the buri-trec; he extends his providence
to,the remotest distiicts, and stretches out his arms far
and wide to afford protection and happines- to his peopld;
such, Sahib, is Mr. Hastings.”’

This testimony came from the country which, according
to Burke, had been made a jungle of wild beasts. He
attempted to discredit the testimony by saying it had
been extorted by thumbscrews. But it was corroborated by
Englishmen of high position and repute.  Lord Cornwallis,
in his.evidence before the House of Lords, stated that
Warren Hastings was much esteemed by the natives; and
Sir John Shore (afterwards Lord Tezgumouth} a man,
said Macaulay, ‘of whose integrity, humanity a.nd nonour
it is impossible to speak too highly, deposed to the same
effect. Let the reader consider this, and say at what
value he is disposed to assess the statempfiés made at
the Impeachment. i

But there is much more to consider. The excuses for
attaching any weight to such statements, ¢x¢uses which may
have been plausibly ‘urged at a former time, ere sustainable
no longer. Evidencd,nlain and irrefuthble, evidepce which
cannot lie, evidence which it is vain to ontradict, impossible
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to shake, has come to light by the publication, under the
orders of the Indian Government, of the State Papers in
the Foreign Department of the Governnfent gf India, from
1772 to 17835

".l‘he object of these valuges,’ says Mr, Forrest, ‘is ta
trace, by means of the récords deposited in the Foreign
Department, the history of our Indian Empire from 1772,,
the year when Warren *Hastjngs became Governor of
Befgalpto FeBruary 1, 9785, thg day on which he re-
sigged the effice 8f° &overnor-Genaral. The story of the
administration of Wafren jHastings—one of the most ien-
portan? periods in the history of our fmpire-#is told by
the letters and Marratives, the dissents and discussions'
of the chief actors. TBhese have becen printed letter by
letter exactly as they’ were entered day by day in the
Secret Proceedings of the Sclect Committee of Council.
zhese Proceedings contain, as Sir James Stephen! remarks,
the most interesting, authentic, and curious collection of
State Papers in the world. The government of the
Company, as Burke pointed out, was a government of
writing, a government of record, and they contrived that
every proceeding in public council should be written—no
debate merely verbal. By the study of the proposition,
the argument, the dissent, the historical student is ndw
enabled to form an independent judgment of events, and
vstill more of the actors and their motives. In the case
of Ha.sﬁngs and his administration, the world has not
been sufficiently careful to test motives and actions, and
has accepted without challenge the verdict of unscrupulous
opponents and political partisans. The exaggerated charges
of Burke a%ainst Hastings have left a stain not only on
Jthe character of the man who founded our Empire, but
on the nation whose minister he was. To the eloquence
of Burke was digst due the impression that our Indian
*a Better know.n as §ir James FitzJame .tephen, Member of the

LegislativaCouncil 2t Calcutta, gnd subseqtently a Judge of the High
Court of Justice in Engfand.
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domMion was founded by enormous crimes. This view
was strengthentd by the hisfory of Mill,! whose “ excessive
dryness and .seventy of style”, to use the words of Sir
Iarges Stephen, “ produce an 1mprcs;:ion of accuracy and
tabour which a study of eriffinal authorities does,not
confirm.” Macaulay um’ortunate]y acceptccl the statcments
of Mill without exammation, and by hjs matchless style
gave them wide circulation,” THe time has however come
when the rash and indiscrimirfiate ‘!udgments pagsed on
Hastings and his work should be catefully* revised, by
history, and the present”volumegs contain all the authentic
Bocumentuccessars for the purposes of history.’ *

There arc also to be found in these 1cdords other matters
of deep interest to the Lnglish petple. Mr. Forrest men-
tions the dispatches of Sir Eyre Coote and of Sir Edwaid
Hughes, men whose deeds ought to live in the memory ot
their countrymen, who carried out in stein fight by land
and sca the patriotic policy of Warren Iastings. Of
hardly less interest is the fierce literary contest between the
Governor-General and his bitter opponent, Philip Francis,
cach a master of the pen, each worthy to rank with our
best writers in clearness of expression and vigour of style;
though Francis was once compelled to admit, author as
h& almost certainly had becn of the most trenchant letters
ever writtcn in ow language, that ‘ there was no contending
against the pen of Hastings’® On these points, as on a
multitude of others, the three volumes of S# 7 Papers
are a treacure-housc of information, personal, historicai,
and political, and it is on their authority that the ensuing
chapters of this book have been written.

It is certainly much to be regretted tha® Macaulay,
splendidly gifted as he was with the faculty of composition,
did not take more precautions in the verifying df his
authorities. The observation may or may nbt be applicable

1 James Mill's History & India.
* See Preface to State Papet’s, Vol. 1. * See Eslay.
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to many of his historical writings, but it is lamentably true
concerning his Essay on Warsen Hastings.® A very little
inquiry when Macaulay held office at Caltutta ®would have
averted mang egrors, Nor is it unreasonable to suppose
that. his historical mind, pecyliarly sensitive to greatﬁes.;
in character and action, Would have delighted to clear
the fame of such.a man as Whrren Hastmgs from the tales
which had been Invented by mahgmty and partisanship.
Ho® rwich he 8dmired ‘#he 111ust;10us accused’ is proved
by the letter whitlt #ie wrote t Jeffery, then Editor of
the Edinburgh Revie, at, the time, as we suppose, when
he contiibuted the Lssay to its pagps. This letter ia
extant, and spcaks of Warren Hastings as one of the
greatest, and possibly even the greatest, Englishman of
the eighteenth century?

1t is also noticeable that there is a cuiious inconsistency
in the tone of the Essay itself. If it were indeed true,
a% its readers are asked to believe, that Warren Hast:ngs
committed great political ciimes, that he wilfully handed
over an innocent people to destruction, nay more, to
atrocitics of the worst kind, in order to securc some half
million of money for thc treasury at Calcutta; that he
suborned a prosccution against, and hunted to death, a
man who was an inconvenient accuser of himself; that
he despoiled two sovereign rulers for no other reasqn than
that his government wanted money, and robbed two helpless
ladies fqr éhe same object; why, nothing could make any
intelligent person doubt that Warren Hastings was both
a cruel and a wicked man. Yet while the reader is told
all this, he is also asked to believe that Warren Hastings
was a grea and enlightened ruler, that he effected vast
Jmprovements both in legislation and finance, promoting
the welfare of those he governed; and that they, whether
English or natwg, owned his beneficence, and repaid him
%vith affectionmand trust The descripion contradicts itself.

1 Or, it way be addcd a more careful reading of the book (Gleig'’s
Memoir%) which he was'rewewzqg
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[t mgy safely be assetted that no such man ever lived.
[f Warren Hastings had Bbeen the villain that Francis,
Mill, and Bﬁrke portrayed in their speeches and writings,
m statement$ which were largely adopted, without inquiry,
py Macaulay, the Governor—-gcry:ral could never have been
the great statesman in war antl pcace, the mcomparable
administrator and lcg:slato; %hom the Essaylst in a burst
of irrepressible adnfiration, so elayuently ‘describes.

It would rather seem as if Macaulay, when stagtind on
his Essay, was filled wﬁh a prejudkce *engendered in_ his
mind by hostile writerg, and Jwas ®*quite convinced that
Warren Hastings ought to be condewned, but that as
he went on with his subject the rcal trish more and more
broke in upon him, that he realiacd the greatness of the
man, that he perccived the falsity of the more sordid
charges against him, while the immense services rendered
to British India dominated an imagination naturally
appreciative of high deeds. Neverth&less he could nét
wholly clear his mind of the original impression, and must
needs hark back at the end to declarc of Wairen Iastings
that ‘in the two great elements of all social virtue, in
respect for the rights of others, and in sympathy for the
sufferings of others, he was deficient. His principles were
samcwhat lax. His heart was somewhat hard.” Yet the
Essay closes with a few lines of noble culogy, cxpressccf
with rare taste.

Now there is onc period in the pubhc life pi, Warren
Hastings which is little known even to many ::tudents Dut
which throws a clear light on his character and habit of
thought. There is no record of it in the volumes which
supply the chief material for these pages, Qp'sit may be
fitting to allude to it here. We mean the short pegjod
during which he served as a Member of Council at Cadcutta
before his first return to England. He sgegs to have been
appointed on the Ceuncil in recognition o the vgluable
services he had rendefd at Patna as agtnt for the fompany
to the then Nawab, the ggvernifle prinee of Bengal. * Every
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mention made of his conduct is irf his favour, for qyery
mention of it shows that his eands were clean in a time
of exceptional corruption, and that his efforts .\#em always
directed to grotect the natives from oppression, and to
check abuses. In Sir Aﬁ're@ Lyall'’s narrative of thig
peri®d there is much to ommand attention. , He tells
how Warren Hastings was dispatched anew to Patna to
inquire into the violent disputes that Had arisen between
the matiye government agd the English factories; and
SPERkb of the fairre8s of his repbrfs, which gave an im-
partml account of the’mlsconduct. on both sides, showigg
that th® Nawab’s discontnt and the countrys troubles
were largely attrilitable to the high- ~handed rapacity of
persons trading or plundering under the Company’s flag
or uniform. In a lettct which he wrote to the Governor
in 1762 he protested vigorously against the abuses that
he found prevailing: ‘I beg leave to lay before you a
glevance which calls loudly for redress. I mean the
oppressions committed under sanction of the English name,
and through want of spirit in the nabob’s subjects to
opposc them. This evil, I am well assured, is not confined
to our dependants alone, but is practised all over the
country by people assuming the habits of our sepoys
and {.allmg themeelves gomastahs.! As on such occasions
the great power of the English intimidates the people from
resistance, so, on the other hand, the indolence of the
Bengalcc @ the difficulty of gaining access to those who
caft do® them jdstice, prevents our having knowledge of
the oppressions, and encourages their continuance, to the
great, though unmerited, scandal of our government.’?

At that gfge, however, it was impossible to obtain any
amt;nclment. The Governor (Vansittart) and Warren

astiggs, between them, settled with the Nawab a scheme
for ending thesegjalpractices and placing the whole inland
rade ypon am equal footing; but this roused a furious
opposition from the majority of thedCouncil, who passed

* Areents, * Lyvall, p. 15.
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resodutions upholding *their factories in resistance to the
Nawab’s revehue officers. ®Warren Hastings steadily sup-
ported the* Qova’rnor in opposing these resolutions; and
%on one occasion he voted alonc against them, contending
#vith all his strength for hongst dealmg and free trade. He
said: ‘As ] have formerly lived among the country people
in a very inferior statlon, and at a tque when we weres
subject to the most slavish depefidence on the government,
and have met with the greatest indulgence,®and evew resbect,
from zemindars and officers of gov&ilthent, Iecan witly the
gacater confidence deny the Jgstmc’ of this opmion, *and
eadd further, from gepeated expericnce, thal if our® people,
instead of erecting themseives o lotds and oppressors
of the country, confine themselves to an honest and fair
trade, they will be everywhere courted and respected.’?

Commenting on his conduct at this period, which came
in_the earlicr years of his life, Sir Alficd Lyall says: ‘It
must be allowed that Warren Hastings had passed with
credit and integrity through the most discreditable and
corrupt period in the annals of the East India Company.
In the midst of a gencral scramble for money he never
stooped to gains that were sordid or dishonest; and ate
a time when most of the English were cither intoxicated
By power or infuriated by misfortunc—demoralized by the
cruelty and treachery which they saw around them—
Hastings preserved, so far as can be kavwn from contem-e
porary record, a character for equity and moderatlgn

Does his conduct, then, at thirty years of age, when he was
first raised to the higher duties of civil administration, show
a want of respect for the rights of others, or of sympathy
for the sufferings of others? Was he not, junjo# as he must
then have been to all his colleagues on the Council, forergosy
in defending the oppressed, zealous in denouncing abuses
and in maintaining the rights of the nativepepulation? Was
this the character of a man likely to turn @ppresser wheh
raised to higher officf

! Lyall, p. 17. - ? Ibid., p. 19.
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Nor can it be forbidden to add that the charge of want
of sympathy with the suffering®s strangely 6pposed to the
witness of those who had the best opportiinitigs *of judging.
The earnest testiggony,borne to the habitual kindness shown
by Warren Hastings to alhslﬂ'erers as uttered more tham
sixty years ago by Lady 1mh0ff then resideny with her
*husband ' at Daylesford, can’ never bq forgotten by the
writer. It was a sympathy, tha gracious lady said, which
extended to evety lmng thing, ang was remarkable in its
tendgrness, * . .

A cunous anecdoter corgoborative of this testimony, 4s
to be found in a bgok published two qr three years after!
the death of War®n Hastings.? It narrates how a guest,
at a country-housc where*Warren Hastings was also visiting,
saw him one morning walking in the grounds, and observed
that at a particular spot he seemed to have a difficulty in
pioceeding. He at last scemed to get on by standing on
one foot, and taking pains to skip to the place where he
planted thc other. This manceuvre was execcuted more
than once. The observer felt some curiosity as to what
had happcned, and shortly after Warren Hastings had
*passed he made his way to the spot, and found that
a colony of ants had there been crossing the path. It
was evigent from the footmarks that Warren Hastings hadl
taken the utmost pains to avoid setting foot on any of
%he ants and had succeeded in his purpose.

‘gs it gosible to suppose,’ said the narrator, ‘that a man
s¢ scrupulously careful of the lives of some insects could
have been the tyrant and oppressor he has been described
to the people placed under his rule?’

In conswh:rtng the official career of Warren Hastings,
andgespecially in making any estimate of its success, it
should always be remembered that his position as Governor-
General was very different from that of his successors. He

% Gendal Sir eha.rles_imhoﬁ' stepson of Yt‘a.rrt:n Hastings.
? Chambaees’ Biographical Illustrations &f Worcestershire, 1821,
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was®not master in his own Council. He was constantly
thwarted ip Ris policy. S®me of his highest designs were
blasted in their birth. As he wrote, when reviewing his
pagt administration. ‘If the same act of the legislature
which confirmed me in my s@tion of President ovg the
Companys settlements in Pengal had invested me with
a control as cxtengive as the new denogination I received”
by it indicated ; if it had compelled the assistance of my
associates in power imgtcad of* g:vmg me opponcnts, if,
instead of creating tfew cxpectaiions, which were t@ be
atcomplished by my difmissios from office, it had jmposed
'silence off the interested clamours of, faction, and taught
the servants of the Company to pl.lc.c theit dependence
upon me, where it constitutiond]ly rested: if, when it
transferred the rcal control over the Company’s affairs
from the Direction to the Ministers, instead of cxtending,
it had limited the claims of patronage, which cvery mgn
possessing influence himself, or connected with those who
possessed it, thought he had a right to exert ; and if it
had made my continvance in office to depend on the
rectitude of my intentions and the vigour with which they
were exerted, instead of annexing it to a compliance with'
those claims—I should have had little occasion at this
pericd to claim the public indulgence for an arowal of
duties undischarged But the reverse took place in every
instance " ! ‘
One great design of his which remaingd uubjled évas
that of obtaining, by diplomatic arrangement with the
Emperor, a paramount and immediate influence at the
Court of Delhi, and thus using the ancient syzerain power
in Hindustan to bind together all Indian ral&s in pacific
unity. His effort for this salutary end, fully workeds out
and prepared for by secret negotiation, was defeafed by
the refusal of the Council’s consent* « *® .
The mental distre'iq caused to the Qover?ior-Geﬂeral by

* Lyall, p. 55.
? See Gleig, Vol. 111, p. 193 Jfaie Papers, Introd., p. xcv,
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factious opposition to his policy may be seen in a Rtter
which he wrote to Lord Ndtth, then Prime Minister:
‘I now most earnestly entreat that your Igordship—for
on you, I presurge, it finally rests—will free me from ;he'
state I am in, either by gnmediate recall, or by the
confirmation of the trust and 'authority of whickh you have
hitherto thought yme deserving, on such a footing as shall
enable me to fulfil your c&pectations, and to discharge the
debf which I o%e to youe Lordship, to my country, and
my Sovereigh. THe" theanest drudge, who owes his daily
subsistence to daily laBour, gnjoys % condition of happindss
compare'd to mine, while T am doomed to %hare the
responsibility of nleasures which I disapprove, and to be
idle spectator of the ruln which I cannot avert.’!

Yet he did much to’ carry out his plan of uniting the
different States of India in a peaceful relationship to English
ryle ; and when he concluded a friendly treaty with Scindia
(':te first and most statesmanlike of Mahratta Chiefs), and
through him with the Mahratta Confederacy, he was able
to inform the Board: ‘It is in some degree foreign to the
present subject, yet I cannot refrain from imparting to you

sthe pleasing satisfaction which I mysclf feel in observing

the great and cvident change that has within these few
years tgken place with regard to our Government in the
opinions and dispositions of the principal powers of Hindus-
*%an. We seem now to have regaincd our proper weight
in ‘he Pglitical system, and the neighbouring States, who
formerly shrunk from our advances, are eager to participate
in our views, and to connect their interests with ours.’

‘The great change,’ says Mr. Forrest, “that had taken
place, was dulesto the courage and statesmanship of Hastings.
Menaced by foes on all sides, ill-supported by his masters,
surrowmded by colleagues who thwarted, embarrassed, and
intrigued against him, he contrived by his individual energies
t raisesthe Cotnpany from being a bgay of merchants and
adventurcgs into the most powerful State in the politics of

! Lyaﬂ. P72 *aSlate "aper.s, Vol. IT1, p. Jos.
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Indm. Englishmen have grown so accustomed to being the
masters of India that they Rave not sufficiently realized the
difficulty of Hasfings’ task, or the genius of the man whose
far-sight first saw and whose brave and gonfident patience
realized this romantic idea ¢f hill couﬁtry’s greatness,’ !

But at the end, after his résignation of office, Whrren
Hastings wrote his final lamént over wh.a§ might have been
had adequate powers been given®to his hand. There is both
pathos and dignity in Lis word=. ‘Yet mly I feel a rtgret
to see that hope which I had to8 Tdndly wdulged, and
which I had sustained during thirtétn laboured years with
a persev@ance against 2 succession of dithculti® which
might have overcome the constancy ®f an abler mind,
of being in some period of time,showever 1emote, allowed
to possess and exercisc the full powers of my station, of
which I had hitherto held little more than the name and
responsibility ; and to see with it, which I had as fondly
indulged, that I should become the instiument of raisir‘;g
the British name, and the substantial worth of its possessions
in India, to a degree of prosperity proportioned to such
a trust, both vanish in an instant, like the illusions of a
dream; with the pooir and only consolation left me ofe
the conscious knowledge of what I could have effected,
had my destiny o1dained that I should attain the situation
to whicl T aspired, and that I have left no allowable means
untried, ny which 1 might have attained 1t.”2

It is haidly possible, when reading these wgrds, not to
reflect how much moie peaceful, how much happ:zcr, .the
history of our Indian dominion might have been if Par-
liament had granted to Warren Hastings full powers to
act for his country. But it was an evil timg Yith English
politics. Inthe West thirteen loyal colonies had been driveg
into revolt by the folly and incompetence of Ministems. In
the East the nascent greatness of a new gmpire was looked
upon by two unscnﬁl’xlous factions chiefly ®> a prpmisint
provision for their folwwers at home.

1 State Papers, Introd® p. ac ? Ibid., . xcvhin.
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This book is avowedly occupied with a vindicatiom of
Warren Hastings from the charfes se unspa.dng.ly brought
against him; but it may be thought no moge than just
if some publie seyviceg of his, less contentiously treatgd,
are brought under notice. NIt was, says Mr. Forrest, ‘ his
capalous mind that first conceived the plan of opening
friendly commercial intercourst between the’ people over
whom he ruled and the tfatives of the® tableland behind
the sflowy peaks %o the nor¢h.’* It i§ instructive to observe
how guperior avere hi¢"#iews, on thi$ as on other matters of
state, to those of the acﬂmon‘ous traumvirate in the Cotinefl
who did® everything m their power to gefeat h% policy.
It was as early as e spring of 1774 that, after a corre-
spondence with the rulers of Thibet and Bhutan, Warren
Hastings, as Governor of the Bengal Presidency, dispatched
the first British Mission to Thibet, under the care of
Mg George Bogle. It was a pacific expedition, under-
taken for commercial purposes, and unaccompanied by any
military display. The envoy was successful in obtaining
an interview with the Teshoo Lama, and on February 24,
1775, the Governor-General (as he had then become) laid
Before the Board a letter from Mr. Bogle, informing them
of his interview with the Lama, and enclosing an interesting
memorandum on the trade of Thibet.* He states therein
that the trade of the country is ‘very considerable’. He
®rites that the principal articles of merchandise between
Bengal agd. Thlbet are ‘broadcloth, atter, skins, indigo,
peurls, coral amber and other beads, chank, spices, tobacco,
sugar, Malda striped satins and a few white cloths, chiefly
coarse, the return being made in gold dust, musk, and
cowtails” e,

oHe also says: ‘The trading pilgrims of India resort
kither in great numbers. Their humble deportment and
holy character, hgightened by the merit of distant
pilgrimages, tisir accounts of unkrg?wn countries and
remote regions, and, above all, theireprofessions of high

1 S!a:e?ape;s, Introd,, p xcvi.: LA Ibid., Vol. I, p. 251.
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veffieration for the Lamas, procure them not only a ready
admittance, But great favdur; though clad in the garb of
poverty, t Cipre are many of them possessed of considerable
wgalth ; their trade is confined chigfly to asticles of great
value and small bulk. It is {earried on without nmse or
ostentatign, and often by paths unfrequented by “other
merchants. The Calmacks, who with their wives and
families annually repair in numerous tribes to pay their
devotions at the Lamgs’ shrine,, bring tlicir camels Ibaded
with fur and other Siberian goods.’ ** *
 In his letter to the Governpr-Géneral Mr. Bogle says of
the Teshoo Lamz - - His rharacta and abilities, fhs having
discovered and placed the present Dakai Lama in the chair
at Potalo, his bcing favoured by the Emperor of China,
and his having obtained from “him thc appointment of
the present Chief, give him gieat influence. The seat
of government 1. however, at Lahassa  The Emperor
of China is paramount sovcreign, and is represented by
the Chinese officers, who ate changed cvery three years.
Teesho Lama has a number of villages and monasteries
belonging to him, which are scattered over Thibet, and
intermixed with those of the Dalai Lama.™! .
So far, this intercsting Mission promised to have good
results, but when Bogle returned from Thibet he foupd
Clavering, Monson, and Francis ? in power, bent on thwart-
ing every project of the Governor-Gene-al, and prejudiceu
against all persons whom he had empioyed.q Iio;,le was
superseded in his former employment, and it was 011]y
with difficulty that Warren Hastings obtained for him
a moderate remuneration for his remarkable services. Of
course, the cffort to open up commercial iptéarcourse to the
north of the Himalayas was set aside at once. 4
But when the opportune death of Monson restored to
the Governm—Genqr:al the control of hisLouncil he resumed

1 State Pagpers, Vol. & p. 254.
* The three new Méembers of (Council, appointed kyr the Crown.
under the Regulating Act. %
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his former project, and in April, 1779, George Bogle was
commissioned to proceed again to Bhutansand Tehibet  for
the purpose of cultivating and improving the gbod under-
standing subsifting beteveen, the Chiefs of those countrits
and the Government, and toecndeavour to establish a free
and lasting intercourse of trgde with the kimgdom of
Thibet and the othey Statesgto the northgvard of Bengal.'!
The Lama, whose, respect and cbnfidence Bogle had won,
was then on a visit to, L’ekm, and he desired Bogle to go
roundeby sea to (.anton Pmmlsmg to obtain the Emperor’s
pass for hjm to proceed and goin him in the capitgl. But
unhappily, the death ef both the Lama afd Bogle caused
the intention of sending a mission to be for a time abandoned.

Subsequently, when Waygren Hastings reccived letters from
Thibet informing him that the soul of the late Lama had
entcred and animated the body of an infant, he proposed
to send a second decputation to that country. The Board
consented, and Mr. Charles Turner was appointed to proceed
on the mission. When Warren Hastings was on his journey
to Lucknow, he met Turncr returning from Thibet, who
handed to him a report on the results of his mission and
a%so a narrative of his interview with the young Lama.

This narrative i so curious and interesting that some
exwacts wom it may be acceptable: ‘On December 3,
1783, 1 arrived at Terpaling, situated on the summit of
a high hill, and it was about noon when I entered the
gates of §lwe ®monastery which was not long since erected
for ‘the reception and education of Teesho Lama. He
resides in a palace in the centre of the monastery, which
occupies about a mile of ground in circumference, and
the whole is #hcompassed by a wall. On the 4th, in the
mcrning, I was allowed to visit Teesho Lama, and found
him plackd in great form upon his musnud. On the left
sidg stood his fathef‘and mother, on thg other the officer
particularly appomted to wait upon! his person. The
®mnusnud is e fabric of silk gushiogs plled one upon the

v ' Slate Papers, fntrod, p. xcvi,
C 2
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other until the seat is elevated to the height of four feet
from the dloor ; A embroidered silk covered the top, and the
sides were¢decorated with pieces of silk of various colours
sespended from the upper ed%q and hanging down. I ad-
vanced and, as is the custom, presented the white Pelong
handkerchief, and delivered also into the Lama’s hands
the Governor’s present of a string pf pearls and coral,
while the other things were set down before him. Having
performed the ceremepy of the cxchange of handkerchiefs
with his father and mother, we, ‘took ouf seats gn the
right of Teesho Lantia. B‘urmg the time wg were in
the roow I obsarved the Lama’s Gyes were scarce ever
turned away from us, and when our cups were empty of
tea he appeared uneasy, and’ throwing back his head
and contracting the skin of his brow he kept making
a noise, for he could not speak, until they were filled
again. He took out of a golden cup containing conkzcts
some burnt sugar, and stretching out hi> arm made a
motion to his attendant to give them to me.

‘I found myself, though visiting an infant, under the
necessity of saying something, for it was intimated to
me that, notwithstanding he is unable to reply, it is not
to be inferred he cannot understand. I briefly said that
the Governor-General, on receiving news of hfs decease
in China, was overwhelmed with grief and sorrow, and
continued to lament his absence from the world until the
cloud that had oveicast the happiness of this pation, by
his re-appearance was dispelled, and then, if possible,
a greater degree of joy had taken place than he had
experienced of grief on receiving the first mournful news.
The Governor wished he might long cortiffue to illumine
the world with his presence, and was hopeful that ‘the
friendship which had formerly subsisted betwéen them
would not be dimjnished, but rather that 1t might become
still greater than before The little creatute turned, looking
steadfastly towards® me, with the appearance ofemuch atten#
tion v hile I spoke, and nollded with repeated‘ but slow
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movements of the head as though. he understood and
approved every word, but could not utter a*reply. The
parents who stood by all the time eyed thejr son with
a look of affaction, apd a smile expressive of heartfglt
joy at the propr!ety of th ;young Lama’s conduct. His
wholé® regard was turned to’us, he was silent and sedate,
never once looking towards hi% parents, as if under their
influence at the tim&, and whth whatever pains his manners
may Mave been fotmed so cerrect, I must own his behaviour
on thjs occasion appeafeli perfectly nh#ural and spontaneous,
and not directed by any %ctiop or sign of authority.
‘Teeshd Lama is at this time about eighteen mvonths of
age. He did not sp&ak a word, but made most expressive
signs, and conducted himself with astonishing dignity and
decorum. His complexioh is of that hue which in England
we should term rather brown, but not without colour. His
feaures good, small black eyes, an animated expression
of countenance, and altogether I thought him one of the
handsomest children I had ever scen. On the following
morning I again waited on him to present some curiosities
I had brought for him fiom Bengal. He was very much
struck with a small clock, and had it held to him, watching
for a long time the revolution of the minute hand. He
admired jt, but with gravity, and without any childish
emotion.
¢ According to appointment I went in the afternoon to
make my Jast visit to the Tecsho Lama. I received his
dispatches for the Governor-General, and from his parents
two pieces of satin for the Governoy with many compliments.
They presented me with a vest lined w.th lamb-skins, making
me many assusagces of a long remembrance, and observing
that at this time Teesho Lama is an infant and incapable
of conversing, but they hoped to see me again when he
shall have become of age. I replied that by favour of the
Lama I might a8ain visit this country

v State Papers, gol. 112 p. 1079.



22 WARREN HASTINGS

hat might probaBly have happened if Warren Hastings
had remained at Calcutta, but the time soon arrived for
him to lﬁave 4nd with his departure all interest in the
pé)hcy of opemng up commercial mtelcourse. between India
and the Trans-Himalayan rézi sions seéms to have been
abandoned. Mr. Forrest sa¥s that the very histbry of
the Hastings negotiations ‘was forgotten, and most of the
valuable records ©f the Thibet and Bhutan missions have
been lost.! It is only a few,years sintc that a ntilitary
expedition to Lhassa dace morc opened Thibet to Europca.n
cyes; but it may perhaps be doubtcd whether the p1ospccts
of any extendrd tradc have ‘been improved by*an armed
intervention.

The great merit of Warren Hastings™ effort, which was
entirely his own, lay in its pucific and unostentatious
nature. It roused no fears and offended no susceptibilitics.
It sprang from his inquiring mind, anc was characteristic
of his constant policy, that of spicading British influcnce
through the East by diplomacy rather than by war.

The missions of Bogle and Turner were not the only
expeditions of discovery organized by the Governor-
General# He caused the harbours and rivers of Cochia
China to be surveyed, and directed the explorer to penetrate
as far as he could into the interior. He also had the shores
of the Red Sea examined, with the view of opcnmg, by
that line, a more direct and rapid coinmunication betweea
England and India. In the chapter on Daylcsford there
is given an anecdote showing his perception of the' vital
importance of the Persian Gulf as a political position. 1In
truth, nothing is more striking in Warren Hastings than
his rare gift of prescience.” He seemed,tg look into the
future and to divine i*s fruits.

1 State Papers, Introd., p. xevii.

2 See State Papersfintrod., Vol. I, p. xcvn

8 A striking examp® of this prescience is to be found in his
perception of the dangér that might arise from a growth of the Sikh'
power. ..In 1784 he wrote to the eCouncil: ‘A new spurce of serious
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He had probably a faculty for acquiring langudges.
As a boy at Westminster School he showed a marked
proficiency in the classical tongues, which e did not
altogether lo%e quring h{s strenuous public life, as his
imitation of one of Horace’s Odes, written during his voyage
homg, sufficiently proves. In the East he acquired an
intimate knowledge both ?uf Persian ancl Arabic literature,
and a conversationa! acquaintance with' Hindustani which
stood him in godd stead of more than one critical occasion,
and gundoubtedly incrased his inflfence with the natives.
In one of his minutes copcernifg his negotiation with
Sujah-ul.-Dowla at Penares, he mentiongd the 3dvantage
he had felt from Conversing with the Vizier of Oude in
his own tongue. Hec was not personally acquainted with
Sanscrit, but he fully cstimated the literary and philological
importance of that ancient language, he encouraged its
stady, and extended his aid and protection to its native
professors. The Hindu Pundits were conciliated by his
just rule, which secured to them their immemorial laws
and usages ; while the adherents of the faith of Islam were
=qually complimented by his foundation of a Mahomedan
“College at Calcutta. The Asiatic Socicty remains another

¢pntemplgtion has arisen from a nearer quarter, namely, that of the
Sikhs, a people who, from a mean sect of religious schismatics, have
erapidly grown into the members of a dominion extending from
the most western branch of the Attock to the walls of Delhi.
They arg by'their bodily frame and habits of life eminently suited
to the military profession, but this propensity is qualified by a spirit
of independence which is a great check to its exertion. Every village
has its separate and distinct ruler, acknowledging no control but that
of the people ®f his own immediate community, who in their turn
yield him li®le® more than nominal submission’ He thought,
however, that the rise of some man of superior capacity might weld
them imto a nation. He looked ‘to time, and that not far distant,
for verifying my predjction, if this people shall be permitted to grow
iuto maturity without interruption’. Time amd Runjeet Sing verified
this prediction: the Sikhs were consolidat®d into a nation, and we
had, more ¢han sixtv years singe, a d sp&ate struggle to hold our
own agafst theny  State Papew, Intrﬁd., p. Xcv.
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splendid monument of his zeal for the advancement of
Oriental learrﬁng Macaulay, who does Warren Hastings
justice for ;hese things, observes, however, that he did
nothing to give to the Bengal ja a knoyledge of English
literature. That is true; he fflay have thought it wiser
to train them in their own 1anguagcs and philosobhies
than to gwe them an alien graft of Western thought. It
is possible that tHe experiencd of the” present day may
serve to justify that cqnclusion.d

These words were writjen before Iford Morley of Black%nrn,
Secretary qf State for India, spoke®at the Indian Civil Sesvice Club
on June 11, 1908, whéli he referred to the prophecy made by Macaulay
in 1836: ‘It is my firm belef that if our plans of education are
followed up. there will not be an idolator among the respectable
classes in Bengal thirty years hence. Ad this will be effected merely
by the natural operation of knowledge and reflection” The observa-
tion of Lord Morley was: ‘Ah, gentlemen, the natural operation
of knowledge and reflection carres men of a different structure ¢of
mind, of different beliefs, of different habits and customs of lile—
it carries them nto strange and unexpected paths.’

Was Warren Hastings wrong when he limited lhis educational
efforts to the improvement of the natives of Bengal in their own
language, philosophies, and beliefs ?



CHAPTER I
THE RCHILLA WAR

THE Rohilla War” as the earllest subject of accusation
agamst Warren Hastiflgs. ' The eircumstances that led *to
the war originated _not long after his gssumption of the’
Governorship of Btngal, and it actually took place shortly
before Francis, Clavering, and Monson landed at Calcutta
as new members of the® Council, prepared to range them-
selves at oncc against him. He was fiercely denounced for
having destroyed an independent nation, and that for sordid,
pecuniary ends. The Robhillas were described as an indus-
trious, peaccful people who had been cruelly driven from
their country of Rohilcund. The baselessness of this charge
is best exhibited by a plain statement of the facts, which
will be found, supported by authorities, in the following
pages. But it is also desired, as a necessary prelude, to
gake 3, few remarks on the political condition of India
at the time when Warren Hastings became Governor of
Bengal.

The Delhx Emperor, representative of the great line of
Tlrnour, Lords of Hindustan, had fallen into such a helpless
state, that he had to leave his throne at Declhi, and Clive
had assigned to him the districts of Korah and Allahabad
(situated somth-west of Oude) to afford him the means of
sustenance. The whole country was in a state of disorganiza«
tion; what government there was existed only in scattered
principalities ande chiefships, usually under Mahomedan
rulers; while #1indu races, such as Sikhs and Mahrattas,
continually threatcned their neighb®urs with invasion and
plunde?. The Mahrattaseespedally, whose capital was
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Poomah, were at ever; convenient season pushing up to
the north to aggrandize their territory and were a standing
terror to the jnhabitants of the north-east. They had been
defgated at the great battle of Pa ‘gpu‘t, when Ahmed Shah,
an Afghan commander, had unitéd and led the Mahomedan
forces, and for a time the Mahrattas had been decistvely
driven back. But Ahmed Shah was now no more, the
Mahrattas had retyirned, apd the Empecror had weakly
yielded to them Korah and AMahabad as the price for
their replacing him oa* the thron %t Declhi.  To this
arfangement, which brought the Mahrattas in perilous
‘contiguityste the provinces of Behar and Bengal, df which
(together with Orissa) Clive had obtalned a grant from
the Emperor, Warren Hastings, on behalf of the Government
at Calcutta, refused to submit. HE moved a military force
northwards to Allahabad, and occupied that distiict and
Korah. The occupation was memorablc, being the firgt
advance which the Company made beyond their recognized
territory.

This state of things is the key to the story of the Rohilla
War,! Macaulay’s hasty and superficial conception was
that the war was a device on the part of Warren Hastings
to raise money. It was in reality, divested of peisonal
incidents, the outcome of a far-icaching policy, designed
to meet the grave and persistent dangers of that disturbed
time. As Sir Alfred Lyall clearly puts it. ‘It was the
policy of the English, when Warren Hastings teok chagge
of the Bengal Presidency, to maintain and strengthen the
group of Mahomedan chiefships along their border, as
a barrier »gainst invasion from beyond, and especially
against the depredations of the restless, treasherous, and
Aar-roving Mahratta horjes. The most considerable among
these potentates, whose possessions, by their extent and
situation, coula best serve our purposes,ewas undoubtedly

! Sir John Strachey's exﬁaus,tive trgatment of the subjectycompletely
bears out this opinion.
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the Vizier of Oude.’! It was bethuse the Vizier oceupied
this position that the Bengal Government:lent him disci-
plined troops, the expense of which he glacﬂy undertook
to defray, oit was for ﬁus that they entered into tyeaty
arrangements with him for mutual defence; and it was for
thi8 that Warren Hastinds felt himself, it cannot be said
willing, for he was most reluftant, but compelled by policy,
to assist, as agatst the %hifty Rohillds, the one ally who
could furnish a barrier suﬁ'icmntlyftrong to check the ever-
present danger on the north-west? e

t must also be remembered that the territory of Rohil-
cund i# situated to the north of Oude, and that dts destinies
were inevitably 8dund up with that provmce ‘It lies,’s
said Warren Hastings, ‘open to the south. It is bounded
on the west by the Gdnges and on the north and east by
the mountains of Tartary. It 1s to the province of Qude,
In respect both to geographical and political relation, exactly
what Scotland was to England before the reign of Queen
Elizabeth."- And, in a Mmute to the Seciet Committee
of the Council, he pointed out the regl position of the
Rohillas- ¢They are not the people of the country, but
a military tribe who conquered it, and quartered themselves
upon the people without following any profession but that
of arms, or mixing in any relation with the native inhabi-
tants.” Those mhabitants weie Hindu cultivators of the
soil, rooted thereon for centuiies. The Rohillas were
Afghaq.saldxers of fortune, who had not been settled theie
more than sixty years.

This Rohilla country, which was then known as Kather,
had been subjected in 1290 to the Mogul rule. In 1673
two Afghah adventurers, Shah Alum and Hussein Khan,
settled there for a time, it is believed in some inferior offices
undes the Mogul. When they left, a slave of Hussein, one
Daud Khan, was permitted to remain, and he gathered
round him #band of Afghan folloghkrs. He obtained the
grant of a district from the Empero® and then betrayed him

® 1 Lyall, p. 32. * Gleig, Vol. I, p. 358.
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by taking service with 3 rebel Rajah, by whom Daud was
afterwards put to death. Daud had an adopted son, of the
Jat caste, whpm he made a Mussulman and named Ali
Muhgmmed.! Boy as he was at the tjme of his (adoptive)
father’s death, Ali Muhammed took possession of the estates
and placed himself at the head of the troops. In the con-
fusion into which the Empire" had fallen at this time he
established his dominion over thé whole of Kather, which
then took the name of Rohilcund. On his death ‘he
committed the care of his ‘son to Haftz¢ Rahmat Khan, ;he
son of Shah Alum, who swote on the' Koran to be faithful
to his trusts This gath he broke. sacriﬁ::ed the intefests of
«Ali’s family, and made himself the head of the Rohilla
confederacy.

He was sufficiently formidable to hind his aid invoked by
the Vizier of Oude, Sujah-ul-Dowla, on the occasion of his
contest with the English, and Rahmat’s son was present,
with 6,000 Rohillas, at the battle of Patna, and again
at Buxar, where he shared the defeat of the Vizier. Six
years after this the Mahrattas invaded Rohilcund, plundering
and destroying all before them ; and the Rohilla chiefs had
to retire into the Terai, a strip of wild country which runs
at the bottom of the Himalayas, where they entrenched
themselves for scveral months.  The Vizier, fearing ar
invasion of Oude by the Mahratta marauders, obtained the
assistance of Sir Robert Barker, Commander-in-Chief ir
Bengal, and advanced with his own forces and some English
troops to the border. Negotiations were opened wifh the
Rohilla trocps, and Hafiz Rahmat on their behalf visited
the Vizier's camp, and entered into a treaty which was
sworn to in the presence of the English comigander and
countersigned by him. The agreement arrived at was
simple and expiicit ; the Vizier undertook to rid Rohilcund
of the Mahrattas ‘either by peace or war’, and the Rohillas

! There are different opiflons on this point; but the accqyt given
above seems the most probable. -
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undertook to pay him in return 1orty lacs of rupees.* The
Mahrattas then withdrew. .

In the autumn of this year (1773) the Mghrattas again
advanced to*inyade Rohgcund. It had been made magifest
by the events just narrated that the Rohillas could not defend
it ;°the Vizier was well aware that the real objective of the
marauders was his own terrifory, and he obtained the aid of
an English brigade for it$ defence. This brigade, with the
Oude troops, surprised ethe Mahyattas just as they were
crgssing the Ganges®and drove Hfem back. The English
commander in his tutn crpssed the river, and pursued for
some Jistance, but fruitlessly. When bg return® he found
Rahmat Khan in the camp of the Vizier. Rahmat had®
been secretly negotiating with the Mahrattas, offering them
a sum of moneyv if they would assist him to evade payment
of the forty lacs he had agreed on; but finding that his
ireachery had failed, he joined Sujah-ul-Dowla, and Rohil-
cund was cleared of its invaders.

The Vizier now demanded payment of the forty lacs.
The Rohillas shuffled and piocrastinated ; as a fact they
never paid a single rupee. It was then that Sujah-ul-Dowla
resolved, in retribution, to take possession of their country.
This was the proximate cause of the war for which so much
,blame gvas ignorantly showered on the Governor.

The above is a short narrative of the Rohilla business
up to the time when Warren Hastings actively intervened
thereips The Vizier had already moved in it; Sir Robert
Barker was anxious to second him ; but hitherto the ques-
tion had been confined to discussion among the members of
the Government, and Warren Hastings had shown himself
averse to a®tion.

It was on June 24, 1773, thut the Governor, with the
concarrence of his Council, left Calcutta for Benares, where
it was arranged ¢hat he should have an interview with the
Vizier of Ot%e. It was well undemtood that the negotia-
tions tos be carricd on were of high importance, and three
other tnembers of the Go¥ernment had been delegated to
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acconipany and advise their chief. The treaty then arrived
at did not digectly affect the Robhillas, but as it arose out of
the disturbing circumstances in which the Empire was then
invoksed it bore in effect on the dgstinfes of thbse unstable
adventurers, and may thercfore be conveniently mentianed
here.

The Delhi Emperor, as 1]ready stated, had thought fit
to hand over the provinces of I\omh and Allahabad.
which he had rcceived from Clife, to the Mahrattas as
the price for replacing him on the thronc at Delhi; and
he was now a mere tool ia tha hand., actually heading
one of théir expalitions for the plugder of Rohilcund.
This conduct of his was the moie (ld.n:L.IEI‘OUG because it
had been carried out in the tecth of remonstrance and
advice from Calcutta. The Governor saw that the presence
of marauding hordes ..t our gate was a grave and menacing
danger.? It was intolerable that they +hould be supported
by funds supplicd from Bengal. Peace and prosperity in
our own territory were impossible under such circumstances.
He acted with promptitude and courage. He determined
to pay no more tribute to a sovereign who was incapable
of affording protection to our frontier, and whose intrigues
threatened the tranquillity of all India. His reasons for
taking this step were well expressed in the Report of his
proceedings at Benares? Speaking of the Emperor he
says: ‘Whatever policy suggested the first idea of the
tribute, and whatever title he may be conceived ¢i¢ have
had to the payment of it while he remained under our
portection and united his fortune with ours, his late conduct
has forfeited cvery claim to it, and made it evep dangerous
to allow it, even if the resources of Bengal and th® exigencies
of the Company would any longer admit of it. Our conduct
to him has certainly afforded matter of admiration fo the
whole people of Hingoostan, whether th€y gonstrue it as
the effect of a mistakén principle of duty, the just return

! State Papers, Introd., p. xii. % Ibid., Vol. &, p. 51,
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of benefits received, or attribute it*to some hidden cause.
We have persevered with a fidelity unknown to them in
an unshaken alliance to a pageant of bur own crcation,
and lavished.on hlm.th wealth of this country, which is
its blood, although not one of his own natural subjects has
evepafforded him the leasf pledge of voluntary obedience,
although our constituents hav® been compelled to withhold
the legal claims 8f our o%n spvereign? although we have
loaded them with an acsumulated debt of a crore and
a half of rupees, al®ost the exdct amount of the sums
remitted for the use of a man who in return has ungrate-
fully d&erted and has since headed agmies against us.
It is unjust to argﬂ.le, in support of his pretensions on the
Company, that the tribute is no more than a reasonable
acknowledgement for ti® favour which they received from
him in the grant of the Dewannee. They gave him all.
They 1cceived nothing from him but a presumptuous gift
of what was not his to give, but what they had already
acquired by theit own powes, the same power to which
he was indebted for his ctown, and even for his existence.’
Warren Hastings also determined to 1estore the provinces
of Kotah and Allahabad to the Vizier of Qude. He said
in the same Report relating to his negotiations with Sujah-
ul Dowla: “Had we restored these districts to the King,
who so latciy abandoned them, and who is confessedly
‘unable by his own strength to maintain them, we should
stil.] havg heen burdened with the care of their defence,
or we *should have given them only nominally to the
King, but in reality to the Mahrattas, the evil consequences
of which it is needless to enumerate’ The danger from
the Mahratgas was evident enough. They had already
once made an alliance with the Rohillas, and other intrigues
were known to be on foot. The one object with the
Governor was to gake the relations between the Company
and the Vizi® as stable as possibley® and with that view
he wrote: ¢ By ceding them to the®Vizier we strengthen
our allignce with him, we miake Hm more dependent upon



32 WARREN HASTINGS

us as he is more exposgd to the hostilities of the Mahrattas;
we render a junction between him and them, which has
been somei:i&nes ‘apprebended, morally impossible, since
thejr pretensions to Korah willgbe a constant source of
animosity between them ; we free ourselves from the expense
and all the dangers attending éither a remote propertty or
a remote connexion; we alhere literally to the limited
system laid down oy the Courl of Directors; we are no
longer under the necessity of exhausting the wealth of
our own provinces in<tne pay andfdisbursements of our
brigades employed at a d;sta.nce beyond them; buf’ by
fixing the suw tq be paid by the Vmer for theirservices
at their whole expense and by 1emdv ing every possible
cause for their passing but at his requisition and for his
defence, we provide effectually for the protection of our
frontier, and reduce the expenses of our army even in
employing it; and lastly we acquire a net sum of 50 lacks
of rupees most seasonably obtained for the iclief of the
Company’s necessities, and the deficient circulation of the
currency of the provinces.’!

The conclusions at which the Governor had arrived, as
expressed in the foregoing passages of his Report, weres
communicated by him to the Emperor in a letter as re-
markable for its studied courtesy and moderation as it
is for its clearness and directness of expression.®

It may be menticned in passing that onc of the stipula-s
tions made by Warren Hastings with the Vizier, when at
Benares, wzs for the grant to Rajah Cheit Sing of “an
Agreement guaranteeing to him all the rights and privileges
enjoyed by his late father, Bulwunt Sing ; an act of personal
kindness which was ungratefully requited.  §

Before passing to morc direct dealing with the Rohilla
War, it may be pointed out that Macaulay, in his remarks
on the stopping of the payment to the Emperor and the
transfer of Korah fxd Allahabad to the Wizier, both of

. L
3 State Paters. Vol. 1, p. 5a * Ibid., p. 58*
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which proceedings he strongly condemns, never mentions
the fact that the Empefor had, against the remonstrance
of the Calcutta Government, ceded those two grovinces to
the Mahrattass He speaks of them as ‘torn from the
Mogul’. But the Mogul had, voluntarily parted with them,
and they were taken by the English, not from him, but
from the Mahrattas. It is 3 curious sample of the careless.
ness, or prejudice, or both, with which' the Essay was
written. =

The question of the Rohillas, as alrcady stated, formed
no part of the actual treaty j but during the negotiations
the fickle and intrigujng conduct of theirschiefs Was the
subject of conversation (as it had indeed been of corre-
spondence before the Governor left Calcutta), and Sujah-
ul-Dowla made a propoqal which was noticed at length
in the formal Report to the Secret Committee. The
pas.age therein is as follows: ‘The Vizier was at first
very desirous of the assistance of an English force to
put him in possession of the Rohilla country lying north
of his dominion and east of the Ganges. This has long
been a favourite object of his wishes, and you will recollect
that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by
a proposal of this kind He had certamnly just grounds
for jresentrgent against the chiefs of this nation, who had
not only failed in their engagement to pay him 40 lacks
of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had
actualy sppplied them with money when they appeared
in arms against him. He offered to make the Company
a consideration for this service of 40 lacks of rupees, besides
the stipulated sum for the expenses of our tioops; but he
afterwards laid® aside this design, fearing that it would
disable him from fulfilling his engagements for Korah and
Allahabad. . . . The measures to be pursued for his security
in that quarter must therefore be detegmined by future
occurrences. I was pleased that he urged the scheme of
this exped:tlon no further, as if woulgd have led our troops
to a distance from our own bbrders, which I wpuldewish

D
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ever 1o avoid, although there are powerful arguments to
recommend it.’?

It is thyes clear that when Warren Hastings returned
t¢ Calcutta he believed that tk= seheme ptoposed by the
Vizier had been abandoned. Yet any reader of the Essay
would supposc that the proposal had been at once actepted
and the scheme carried out accordingly! But the truth
of the matter is made evident by the answer given by
the Governor-General, when Philip Francis accused him
of withholding from his colleagdes any account ¢f his
negotiations with the 'Vizie:, and of having kept out of
the treaty the agrcement he had, ‘(as Francis alleged)
privately made with Sujah-ul-Dowla. This allegation, like
others made by Francis, was false. Three members of
the Government, deputed for that purpose, accompanied
the Governoi-Genera! to Benares, and were kept fully
informed of the negotiations as these went on. This is
clearly stated in the Minute?: ‘I have already observed
that I informed Messrs. Lawrell, Vansittait, and Lambert,
who were deputed with me by the Board, of every cir-
cumstance which passed during the whole course of the
negotiations, but it was unneccessary that these ciicumstances
should be recorded, when they had become entirely foreign
to the purposes of the treaty. The Rohilla expedition
was laid aside, or more properly, it had not been adopted,
for the Vizier’s proposal on this subject had never been
ratified. It is true an option remained with the Vizier
to renew this subject, but an option also remained with
the administration either to reject or to assent to it. It
so happened that he did renew the subject; but at the
time of concluding the Benares treaty it appg2ared probable
to me that he would not renew it; and where was the
occasion for loading our records with the particulars of
transactions whic} had been voluntarily laid aside by the
Vizier who was tfe interested party in’them, especially
as they had been ungeservedly communicated by myself

€ Sigte Pagers, Vol. 1, p. 31 2 Ibd., p. 178.
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and the members who had been with me to the other
members of the administration in private intercourse? If
he had renewed the proposal, it was then time enough
to enter upon a public disussion of this matter, when ‘it
became a measure of adminisgration and was decided upon
by th&ém. This is precisely the case with the measure in
question. . .. I certainly thought it possible, and this is
the plain meaning of the words ®used in my Report upon
the subject, viz. “that the Teasures to be pursued for his
securigy in that quarte'r must be determined by future
occurrences . That is, if the KRohilfas would pay the forty
lacks due from themgand join in a scheifte of defensive
alliance with the Vizier, the measure to be pursued for
his security in that quarteg would be to afford the Rohillas
protection. If, on the contrary, they gave encouragement
to the enemy or refused to pay the forty lacks, the measures
to be pursued for his security in that quarter would be to
drive out the Rohillas and reduce the country occupied
by them within the line of his dominion.’

The above cxtract shows conclusively that the real object
of Warren Hastings was to secure the north-western fronticr
ot the provinces he was bound to guard against Mahratta
inroads; if that could be effected by an alliance between
the, Rohillas and the Vizier, well and good. 1If not, then
he was ready to consider, and with reluctance to accept,
the scheme for annexation by the Vizier. But so far from
being, as Macaulay would have us believe, a sordid plot
to obtain money by the sale of a brave people, it was
a move of statesmanship, rendered necessary in the interest
of an ally by the treachery inherent and persistent in
the Rohilla tMbes. Nor was the proposal for invasion
and annexation ever made by Warren-Hastings. It was
madc by the Vizier for his own ends, prompted by a
resentment which nfust be admitted tow have been just;
and it was seconded by Sir Robert Perker, Commander-
in-chief in.Bengal, who consideged the annexation necessary
for military reasons. ¢

Da
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To revert to the events which immediately led to the
Rohilla War, it appears that shortly after the Governor
returned te Calcutta he reccived a letter from the Vizier
stating his determination to attack the Rohillas, and saying :
¢ Should I therefore have occasion for the assistance of the
English forces to carry on my operations in that cduntry,
I desire to know, what is you: pleasure, whether you will
let me have those forces when I shall call for them, or
you will not” This Jletter ddes not secem 1o have been
answered. Mr. Forrest says that Warren Hastings was
‘both surprised and fuortifipd’ to reccive it.  Certainly
he was'in no hurry to accede to the proposal.

A month later another letter arrived, saying that Rahmat
Khan was about to take posscssion of country belonging
to the Mahrattas, an act to which the Vizier would never
consent ; that the Rohillas had not paid a single ‘daam’
of the 4o lacs of rupees due to him according to agree-
ment, and that he would without doubt undertake an
expedition against them. He weant on: ‘During our
interview at Benares we had some conversation on the
subject, and it was then agreed that I should pay to
the Company 40 lacks of rupees after the expulsion of
the Rohillas, and 210,000 rupees monthly on account
of the English brigade during my operations in the Rohilla
country; and that I should with the assistance of the
English forces endeavour to punish and exterminate? the
Ronhillas out of their country. If therefore #hese terms
are agreeable to you, I desire to know whether you will
assist me with the English forces, or you will not.’

It cannot be doubted that the Rohillas, by their refusal
to pay the sum covenanted to be paid by tléem in a solemn

! Warren Hastings explained to the Secret Committee that the
word which is here tyanslated extirpate ' menns to expel or remove;
and he added, ‘In thkis sense I did most cert!mly agree to assist
the Vizier, and so didf the Council, nor can I conceive how the war
could have been undertalf=n with any other object.’

* Stide Pgpers, Vol 1, p, 76.
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tieaty, a sum for which they had received solid value in the
expulsion of the Mahrattas from their territory,as wellas by
their treachery in afterwards negotiating with the Mahrattas
in order to evade paymen{, had given just cause for war.
There is no European government which would not consider
such ¢onduct as furnishing a casus belli. The Secret Com-
mittee accordingly, when the VAzier's letter was submitted
to them and had bden considered, resolv8d— That should
the Vizier persist in hiseintentions with respect to the
Rohiljja country, and determine to pPr8secute the enterprise
with steadiness to a conclusion, this @overnment, considering
the strict alliance and engagements which gubsist between
the Company and Su_]ah Dowla, and particularly what
passed between the President and the Vizier at the Con-
ference at Benares, canfot on this occasion refuse him
support and assistance ; that the terms proposed by the
Vizier appear highly advantageous to the Company, not
only on account of the sum which is ultimately stipulated
as a consideration for this service, but by immediately
relieving them from the heavy cxpense of a large part of
their army. Provided, therefore, full assurance and security
can be obtained of the Vizier’s intention and ability to
make good the many payments which will in this event
be, due tQ the Company ; Resolved that the 2nd Brigade
now stationed at Dinapore be ordered to march on the
Vizier's requisition.’?

The Co;nm:ttee also agreed that the President be re-
quested fo prepare an answer to the Vizier’s letters. This
he did; and his language was distinct: ‘Concerning the
country of the Rohillas, whatever ‘was formerly proposed
at Benares, that I am now equally ready to agree to;
that is, the brigade which is now at Dinapore shall march
whenever you require it, to join you, and proceed with
you into the country of the Rohillase which lies north
of your dominidhns, to assist you in th* entire reduction of
it; and yqur Exceilency, on your'paﬁ't, will supply them

! State Paper¥, Vol. 1, p. 77
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monthly with the stipulated sum of Rs 210,000 for their
expenses, and whencver the country shall be so far con-
quered that you shall remain in possession of it, although
the enemy may lurk in the hills and jungles, or a few
refractory zemindars, as is usual, may withhold their
allegiance, and your Lxcellency shall dismiss the brigade,
you will, on its departure, pay forty lacks of rupees to
the Company as a consideration for that service. To
prevent future misunderstanding I have been thus explicit.
I must beg leave further to add*that if the expedition
be once undertaken ¥ will be absolutely necessary to
persevese in it, until it <hall be acromphshcd you will
therefore reﬂect whether 1t will be in your power to make
the above payments punctually with others which are
aiready due, and whether you cail resolve on going through
with the undertaking. If you are not certain of accom-
plishing these neccessary points, I must request that you
will suspend the execution of your undertaking till a more
favourable time '?

Some doubts having arisen as to the power of the Secret
Committee to order a movement of the troops on its own
authority, it was determined to lay the whole matter, with
the President’s letter, before a mecting of the Council.
Warren Hastings took the opportunity to explain, ina long,
clear Minute, his own views on the situation, and his real
policy. That policy, as alrcady pointed out, was directéd
to assuring the safety of the frontier, his gyeat object
through the whole business, and one as different from
that imputed to him by his detractors as can well be
imagined.

After stating that he had long considered the power of
the Rohillas as dangerous to the Vizier, ‘the only useful
ally of the Company,’ and as such had wished to see it
annijhilated, and pomtmg out the inabjlity of the Rohillas
to oppose the Mahtastas, he goes on to say": ‘On the other
hand, the Subadar Uf Oude must always be an object of

State Pa_pers Vol. I, p. 78.
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jealousy and enmity to the Rohillas® His power is to be
dreaded by them, and the situation of their country con-
tiguous to his, and in 2 manner enclosed within the same
natural boundaries, must make the possession df it always
a desirable object with him, both for security and ad-
vantage. These are sources bf enmity between them, which
from the nature of things canmot fail of producing suitable
effects, and it is more prob#ble that we skould soon sec the
Mabhrattas and Rohillas jojn in hostilities against the Vizier
than that they should continue in wag with one another.

But let us next view the advantages which would result
to the Vi%ier, the ally of the €ompany, and to the Company
itself from his possesdion of that part of the Rohilla co intry
which is the object of the expedition now proposed. Our
ally would obtain by th& acquisition a complete compact
state shut in effectually from foreign invasions by the
Ganges, all the way from the frontiers of Behar to the
mountains of Thibet, while he would remain equally acces-
sible to our forces from the above provinces either for
hostilities or protection. It would give him wealth, of
which we should partake, and give him security without
any dangerous increase of power. It would undoubtedly,
by bringing his frontier ncarer to the Mahrattas, for whom
smgly hc would be no match, render him more dependent
on us and cement the union more firmly between us. 1
%must further declare that I regard as none of the most
mconmderable benefits to the Company from this measure,
besides the 40 lacks held out to us, the easing them
immediately of the burden of one-third of their whole army,
while at the same time it is employed usefully for their
interests and,conveniently for keeping up its own discipline
and practice in war.’'?

He went on to express his doubts, notwithstanding the
reasons for the expedition on general principles, whether
it was advisale at that moment. #%e commended it to
careful consideration; but at the sam® time felt it his duty

1 State Papebs, Vol.'l, p. o.
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to declare that he foufid himself embarrassed in his decision
on account of what had passed between the Vizier and
himself at Benares.

‘ This is the predicament in which I now stand with the
Vizier ; and although, from a fear of his not being able to
fulfil his part of the agreement, I wish to avoid engagiag in
the project at present, yet ¥ appears to me that a direct
refusal, after whatspassed, would have an unfriendly aspect,
and might admit of the constjuction of artifice and in-
sincerity in our dealings»with him.

‘Moved by the doubts which T have expo<ed to the
Board, apd thus » hampered by'my situation with the Vizier,
no bctter method occurred to me fof freeing us from this
dilemma than the letter which is now in reference before
the Board. I have thaie exprensed my consent to the
expedition in terms which, if he agrees to them, arc most
likely to secure the advantages hoped fiom it, but which
are more likely to make him relinquish the design. I trust
the Boaid will find it so guairded, both in the substance
and expression, that the Vizier must necessarily feel himself
engaged to perform every condition required of him with
the most rigid punctuality at the hazard of forfeiting the
Company’s friendship or revolt against the terms imposed
on him and drop all thoughts of prosecuting the design,
and that I verily belicve will be the issue of his cor-
respondence,’ !

The Board concurred heartily with the President *in
wishing ‘o avoid the expedition proposed; without entering
into a discussion of the propriety of such an enterprise
on general principles, the Board see in their full force all
the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency
which the President has so clearly set forth, and they are
also sensible of the embarrassment which he lies under
from what passed on the subject between him and the
Vizier at Benares. ' They ate equally soliitous to save
the honour of the Ctmpany and watch over its interests,

! State Feapers, Jol. 1, p. 8o.
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and for that reason they approve o1 the letter now before
them, which seems equally calculated to save both. The
conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the
greatest possible advantages from such an enterprise, but
they appear to them more calculated to drive the Vizier
into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most
probable and almost infallible’ consequence, and which they
wish for as the Proper result,of this®proposition in the
present circumstances of effairs’.!

But the letter of the Governor,’ffom which so much was
expected failed to 1mpress the Vizier. He called for the
assistance of the brigade at Dinapore, angd on the 17th of
April, some ten months, be it observed, after the interview
at Benares, he invaded, with its aid, the Rohilla territory.
The brave and hardy® warriors who had dominated the
Hindu population therein for sixty years did not shrink
from the encounter. Colonel Champion, in command of
the British troops, bears witness in his dispatch to the
desperate valour of their onset, and to the military skill
shown by Hafiz Rahmat Khan. But all was fruitless
against the steady courage of the English infantry and
the deadly fire of the English artillery. Two thousand
of the Rohillas were slain, and among them fell Rahmat
Khan {n the act of bravely rallying his troops. One of
his sons was also killed, one made prisoner, and a third
came into the Vizier's camp on the following day.
Nymbers of standards and more than fifty pieces of cannon
were taken, and the power of the Rohillas was completely
broken. Hafiz Rahmat, perjurec¢ from the outset of his
career, and apparently callous to any obligation, civil or
religious, deserved the fate that befell him. Nor did his
tribesmen possess any quality, save that of courage, to
command our respect. So far from being, as described by
Macaulay, ‘skilled in the arts of peace, they had no
occupation bt the sword, and live§ on the rent paid by

®
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the Hindu cultivators of Rohilcund, and on the casual
plunder of adjacent territories. So far from being honourable
and chivalrous, in any jeasonablc sense of the words, they
were treacherous and faithless, as their race is only too
wont to be, and their expulsion from Rohilcund and con-
sequent dispersion were of unéucstionable benefit to the
peaceful inhabitants of surrouhding communities.

The British trodps maintained stiict ‘discipline, but on
the part of the Vizier's forces there was some plundering,
chiefly of the Rohilla eamp. A few villages were bugped
during the operations, as+is too oftcn the case in all wars,
some of them bging set on firc by the Rohillas, some by
their opponents. But therc is no reason to believe in any
further excesses. Tales of cutiage on women were no
doubt circulated, but no evidence tJ support them was ever
produced, and when a spedific chaige of this nituwe was
made against the Vizier himself it was proved to be untrue
by a British officer, Major Hannay, who stated' that the
Vizier was never in the place alleged, and nevei inside
a zenana but once, and then, its inhabitants having left,
to see whether it could be fitted up for his own family.
Mr. Middleton, the British Resident at the Court of Oude,
wrote, in refercnce to these slanders: ¢The unhappy
victims, who could not survive their shame, but had puf
a violent end to their own lives, arc still living, and the
Vizier has never seen them.* Yet these fictions were
adopted by Macaulay, and form a part of his indictmgnt
against Warren Hastings. Now it is certain that the letters
of the Governor, written at the time, afford conclusive
evidence in his favour. When Colonel Champion, who seems
to have been out of terper because his troops had secured
neither plunder nor prize-money, accused the Vizier of
oppression and cruelty, and intimated that he, Champion,
had no power to progect the inhabitants,»Warren Hastings
wrote to him indignfntly: ‘It could nevér have been

L]
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suspected by the Board that their orders to you would
have tied up your hands from protecting the miserable,
stopped your ears to the cries of the widow and fatherless,
or shut your eyes against the wanton display of oppression
and cruelty. I am totally at a loss to distinguish wherein
their orders have laid you under any greater restraint than
your predecessors.’! And in a letter to Mr. Middleton
he wrote: *Colchel Champion comphins of the conduct
of the Vizier in suffering ard even ordering his troops to
ravage the country, and in his crde? treatment of the family
of Hafiz Rahmat. ... I d‘es{re that you will take an im-
mediaté occasion to remonstrate with Rjm against every
act of ciuelty or wanton violence. The country is his, and
the people his subjects. They claim by that relation his
tenderest regard and Unremitted protection. The family
of Hafiz have ncver injured him, but have a claim to his
protection in default of that of which he has deprived them.
Tell him that the English manners arc abhorrent of every
species of inhumanity and oppression, and enjoin the gentlest
treatment of 2 vanquished encmy.  Require and entreat his
observance of this principle towards the family of Hafiz."?
This was written by the man who is said by Macaulay
to have folded his arms and left the Vizier and his soldiery
to work their will on the Rohilla country. Of the same
character was the refusal of Warren Hastings to allow
Champion and his brigade to claim the great treasure
bglongirg to Fyzoollah Khan, the only Rohilla chief who
had not surrendered, and who offered a large sum to the
Company if they would befriend him. But the Governor,
who has been accused of lending the Company’s troops
for moneyy refused the offer, and wrote to Champion:
‘ The very idea of prize-money suggests to my remembrance
the former disorders which arose in our army from this
service, and had almost proved fatal {p it. Of this circum-
stance you must be sufficiently app}iscd, and of the neces-

' Glelg, ol 1, p. 425 ! Ibid., pa438.



44 WARREN HASTINGS

sity for discouraging every expectation of this kind among
the troops. It is to be avoided like poison.’?

Macaulay declared that in aiding the Vizier with troops,
and agreeing to accept from him a payment of forty lacs,
‘ England descended far below the level even of those petty
German princes who about the same time sold us troops
to fight the Americans.’ But the comnpaiison is not apposite.
The German princes had nq, intelest, direct or indirect, in
the American War; they simply sold the use of their
troops for money. The {luglish Government at Calcutta did
something very different, they lent their ticops to an ally
to punish «ertain, chiefs for bieach of a treaty té which
the English Commander-in-chief had affixed his signature,
and to annex a territory which those chiefs had gained
possession of by the sword, and ¢ould no longcr defend
against a foe whose ambition menaced the <afety of our own
dominions. Macaulay does not scem to have perceived that
in aiding the Vizier we were in truth aiding ourselves; his
safety was our safety; not only were we bound to him
by the ties of treaty and honour, but by the first Jaw known
te human policy, that of self-preservation.

Regarding the charge fust brought by Francis, and
repeated and embellished by Macaulay, that Warren
Hastings took no guarantice from the Vizier that the war
should be conducted in conformity with the humane rules
of civilized warfare, the Governor-General wrote: ‘it is
a perversion of facts to say that *‘the Biitish arms and
honour were absolutely at the Vizie's disposal ”, that “an
absolute surrender has been made of the honour and interest
of the Company”. We agreed to assist him in subduing
the Rohillas. It was necessary to draw the ljne between
the authority of the Vizier and our Commanding Officer.
The service *o be performed was entirely the Vizier's;
it was therefore cons1stent and unavoidable that he should
direct the objects ofeit; but the executioch of military
operations was expressly vested in our Commanding Officer;

1 State ]’a[}er.f, v, 11, p. 274.
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of course the safety of our army and the honour of the
British name and arms were entirely confided to his con-
duct and discretion.’! And hence it was that Warren
Hastings, when Champion complained of cruelty and
oppression being practiseq, without any power of preven-
tion on his part, replied with indignation that there was
nothing in his (Champign’s) instructions to fetter him in
protecting the oppressed.

But the statements cencerning cruelty and oppression to
thg inhabitants of Rohilcund, by®whomsoever made and
wheresgever repeated, werg gross exaggerations, if not to
say wilful perversiops of the truth. The gtoriessconcerning
the plunder and depopulation of the country were con-
tradicted by unimpeachable witnesses. Major Hannay
said: ‘To the best of my knowledge 1 saw no signs of
oppression to the inhabitants of the newly conquered
country, but from particular inquiries which I had an
opportunity of making of the country people they said
they had met with no tieatment that they could complain
of.'? These were the people of whom Macaulay writes
that their villages were burned, their children butchered,
and theit women violated! And to quote Hannay's evi-
dence again: ¢ At the time that I went upon an expedition
from Rissowly to Sumbul, Meradabad, and Rampore, the
country appeared to be in good cultivation, the inhabitants
were employed in tilling it. It is in general one of the
bgst cyltivated countries I have seen in Hindustan, and very
well inhabited, and the people appeared to be busy at this
time as if there had been a profound peace, and under
no kind of apprehension from the conquerors.? This was
the country, according to Macaulay, which had been re-
duced to a desert; a hundred thousand people flying to
the jungles! The same witness testified to the evil character
of the Rohillas, their faithlessness ang bloodthirsty doings;
‘it is a provctb in Hindustan that txlcy pray with one hand

! StateaPapers, Vol. I, p. 182, % 1bid., Introd., p. xxviii.
3 Ibid., pe xxviii.
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and rob with the other.”? Colonel Leslie, again, dismissed
the stories of outrage on women as not to be credited ; and
Colonel Champion said they were only rumours he had
heard ; and as to the treatment of the prisoners, cspecially
the family of Hafiz Rahmat, Colonel Leslie stated: ‘The
prisoners who fell into the hands of the Vizier, whom I
believe to be very few, are now entertained in his service.
there are some of the sons of Hafiz Rahmat, twn particularly
whom I know and have often seentriding in his suite. He
generally took one of these out with him all the time, he
was at Bissowly ; their appcarance was good, and I think
the samc of the_test of his cavalry, and they appeared
contented.’* The cvidence quotcd above was given, it must
be remembered, by threc of the leading officers who had
been engaged in the war, and given before the committee
appointed by Warren Hastings' enemies to inquire again-t
him. It absolutcly contradicts the 1eckless statement of
Macaulay that ‘ The whole country was in a blaze. Moic
than a hundred thousand people fled from their homes to
pestilential jungles, preferring famine and fever and the
haunts of tigers to the tyranny of him to whom an English
and a Chiistian Government had for shameful lucre sold
their substance, and thcir blood, and the honour of their
wives and daughters’. This rhetorical invective is the more,
inexcusable because the evidence contradicting it has always
been on record in the proceedings of the Seciet Committee
of the Indian Council, and Macaulay, when for five years
a member of that Council, had ample oppmtun}ty to
consult the authorities, and ascertain the truth for himself.
He chose instead to rely on the mistakes or malignitics
of Francis, Burke, and Mill, without verification, and to
indite thereupon, with all the wealth of his vocabulary,
a hideous slander on the great founder of British India,
on the Council, tilfed and experienced, who approved the
policy, and, incidentally, on the fair fame bef8re the world
of his own country. “Surely, the denouncement, of the
' Stgte Papers, Introd.,}. xxixd 2 Ibid., p. gxvil.



