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Ile.Et'ACE 

1;HE sim~le oOJec. of this boo~ i, to exhibit as cIea~ly 
as mat be, ahd there"Ol,e -.vithout paejudice or .passion, in 

• • • of ~ language that ma~ be understood of all, the proofs, con-
tained in three voItmes of State Papers, edited by Mr. G. E.' 
Forre~t, and published.~y order of the Indian Government, 
that Warren Hastings, the man who made our Indian 
Empire and prc<;erved it for the ClOwn, was wholly inllo
tent of the cnme~ so often and so grievously laid to his 
charge. 

Some of these proofs have already been given to the 
public (notably by Sir John Strachey in his admirable 
~olume on the Rohilla War 1), but in disconnected form, 
and 111 some case~ Imperfectly. A full ltght has been 

• t4.1rOWI'n\>n the whole hi<,tory of the case by the lab<:ft.trs 
of Mr FOlrest, and there is no excuse now for ~vadlllg 
the dli>cussion of~ny part of the subject . 
• 'thi~ to~k, p"ofessedly founded on the volumes above 

referred to, deals with six printipal heads of accusation 
made by various speakers and writers, and it is confidently 
submitted that in no single case can.a verdict of guilty , .. 
be maintained, in the face of present knowledge, against , 
the ·(,;reat Accused'. If this be so, it is surely time that 
~he truth shoulE ~e ~penly and geneiously acknowledged, 
and thl6 injustf:e of past generations b~ done away • 

• 
1 Hai/i:gs and the &ltzlla ~ar, by..'5u' John Strachey, G.C.S.I. 



iv 'PRr::FACE 

NI\ attempt atOpersonak biography IS attempted here. 
There have bCen. several efiorts in that direction, but the 
tesults have'l'ot been encouraging. Thef havf been rfther 
!tt:,cons to warn, than lights to iIluminf . Slelg's Mc,!zoir ... 

dre valuab1~, but can hardly 'Fe caid interesting. {it is 
strange how little he made of a \-le subject; and judging . . 
by his preface he <was him~elf cf'lscio1l8 of the failure. 
He was rudely attacke6 ~y M<lr"ulay, tholJgh it is der ~ .. -
strable tpat as to mOJ!~ than one >istorical event --ileig 
WiS right and his suPt:}E.:Jious critic wrong. "1 et it Js <rue 
.1;hat If GI~ig had ,wtitten in t1:..: :days of the Dlt1z.-iad he 
would inevitably have been enrolled ~mong the minions 

• 
of the dull goddess. 

Sir Alfred Lyall, to who:,e pag('~a respectful obligation 
is here expressed, committed himself, or rat11er W;J~ misled 
by others, to the grotesque legend that \Varren Hasting" 
was the son of a boy of sixteen, mated to a maiden equall} 
immature. It is hoped that the chapter 011 Dayksford in 
this book will dispose once for all of an absurdity, for 
which Gleig, in his lJfc111oirs, is primarily responsible. It 
is much more a subject for regret that Sir Alfled Lyall 
~s treated some of the historical questions in his biography 

• • I in an lillsatisfactory way, not so much by direct conoemna-
tion as by leaving them in en tical doubt, when such 
writers as Sir John Strachey and Sir J ~£?es ftcuhen, do 
not hesitat,~ a" to a decisive acquittal. 

Sir Charles Lawson h'as contrived to import into his 
somewhat mixed narrative a variety of observations, 
interesting in thei\ wry, which may suggest a deubt' 
whether he saw much of Daylesford, or had any trust"t 
worthy inform<:tion from the Hastings family. H'e has 
not retailed the sto! y current among Nohh Oxfordshh°"" 
peasaflts that Warrrt, Hastings bought his s~cond wife for 
her exact weight in' gqld; hut if be had do~e so, it 
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would have been quite as t,ue as some of the ,facts 
stated. As, for instance, that 6imon Hast't'\;s was buried ., 
in Daylesford cht:rch, or that the estate was *,ld in 1853' • • 
to a Mr. Byass-oi., that Sir James Stephen was a Judg,! 

) 
at Otllcutta. These' are 01~y, samples. In fact, a demm. 
of error seems to.haugt e'lery attempt at a Lif~ of Warren 
Hastings. ' ' , 

• ~arned by the' fate ~tJOth~r:jJ t1.e author of the present 
book has preferrec;l J..'" deal with ,-proof rather than with 
t ..' cor jeq:ure. ~el haps pe knows '" htle more than sotpe 
who hwe wlitten confidc'ltly and TIe believe:; that the 

• I ~.." 

best tJibute to the·illusttious dead is to preserve a sacred 
• I 

silence on some dome~tic matters. while vindicating, to 
the best of a small ab\lity, the public fame of an historic 
statesman. 

It is not without some claim, inherited and persol1;tl, 
"hat the author ventures to speak. HIS grandfather was 
present in \'Vestminster Hall at the Impeachment, heard 
the speeches of Burke and Sheridan, and described them 

.in his latest years to a li"tener who remembers "till. His 
father stood in the Sheldonian Theatle at Oxford when 
Wan en Hastings received the degree of D.C.L. at t!te 
hands of the Univelsity, and lived to refer to that occasion 
forty yeal s after, when he himself was honour;d with 
a similar ,':ompliment. And lastly, the author is one of 
t;le very few now living who knew Daylesford House, 
outside and in, as it had bee~ when Warren Hastings 
was there, preserved scrupulously .n the exact state by 
Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff, then its :::ustodians, to whose 

.personal kindness, after long lapbe of time, he refers with 
;, > • I not unemotlOna regard. 

tI Many changeL, since that epocI-. have passed over 

Dayle~fQrd. Other times, other men; S,we for a sim}ile 
urn. marKed with ail, immol ~al name, the place has become, 
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or is.becoming, unbist!ica~ But that is local only. The 
fame of Warrlrf Hastings ®es not moulder with his ashes. 
It will live e.vhile -the English tonguf' endures; and it may - . . Ie that something has been done he rei!} t/l cI~ar that fame 

't.li~e from the inventions of .. rualke Ald the delusiolts of 
error. 

NOTICE TO RItADERS 

'the References In the Notes are -

S tate rape1 s means Selections from the Letters. Dlspatchc«, and 
other btate Papers preserved In the Foreign Dep.lI tmt..nt of the 
GO\ emment of India, 1772-85, edlted by George V\ • r orrest, B.A., 
m Three Y olumes 

Lyall means Warun Ha,tZ1lgf, by Sir Alfred Lyall. 

Giet,p me,\ps filemoZls of iVan-en Hastzngs, by Glelg, .n Thre~ 
Volumes • 

Stephen mea,IS The Story 0/ 1Vun::ooma1, by bIT James Stephen. 
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WARREN :HASTINGS: 
• A VIN.DICATION 

~HAPTER I 

TNTRODUCTOR~ 

SOON aftcl the close_ of the RUS50-Japanese war there 
appeared in one of OUl- ne\l"spapers a letter from a young 
Japanese, speaking of the arlvantages he had derived from 
his education in England. He dwelt with discriminat~n 
of! English literat'Ure. IncidentaIly he mentioned the 
Essays of Macaulay, which he, like thousands of others, 
had read with delight, and, as hc believed, with instruction. 
Promincntly among these literary efforts hc praised that on 
,Warren Ha~tings, which he obviously lcgarded as a valuable 
contribution to hbtory. In his view it ,!'as not only 
brilliant and interesting; it was all true. The illustri~ 
~nglish~an with whom the Essay deals had comitlitted 
~reat crimes, and had only e'>caped conviction because his 
judges, the.Peers·of Grcat Blltain, had become weary of 
hii pro~~ged tri~l. Could any other conclusion be arrived 
at by an educated foreigner, reading that Essay without 
correction or commentary? To a country beyond' furthest 
Ind' ha~ t~s. been published the talc, as false as it is 
humiliating, that our Indian Empire, perhaps the most 
sfrikTn~ product of Britbh valour and British statesmanship, 
was founded on qp~ression and iniquity . 

.Nor is it lessJamentable that in our 8olonies, and in that 
greatest • outgnfwth 'Of our race, t~ United States of 
America. ~e sam<! sktnder 'S pe~tua.ted. Generations 
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have' been, and are being,' brought up in the belief that 
• • h Warren Hastmgs somehowlf deserved the obloquy w ich 

orators and' .. \Tite'rs have heaped upon him; or if he did 
ho~ deserve it all, :1t least, on thc 011 pripci~e that ~hcre 
there is much smoke there rtlllst be some fire, he had earllcd 
a good shone of it. We hear ~uch of imperialism i~ the 
present day, and ntUch also of th~.f,iendlYrrelations bet 'een 
Americans and ourse1V\.."f), p'ut it may be well to con der 
what sort of imperial ~onour ;t is in oUfselves, a"'l~'hat 
sort of international fl.~endship it is irt~thels, wkich tr ~ces, 
of suffers to be tradut.t.d, the '11emory of ohe of t e rare 
and histof IC men \~ ho have built up the world-wi~e glory , 
of the English-speaking race. 1 

Nor less at home is the evil Frmitted. There is not 
a school, whethel for boys or for girl,>, where anything 
above primary instruction is given, that doc" not see every 
year the present:ltion of Macaulay's EJ.I(7),S, thn on \\'arren 
Hastings conspicuous among them, as prizes to the pupils; 
who are taught thereby, in their m05t susceptible years, 
to think ill of the statesman who prescrved India to their 
country's flag.! 

It may of course be urged in defence by all concerned. 
that there ",as no intentional sin in the matter; that they 
h&.ve met with no amwer to the statements made in such . . . 

1 As a further IllustratIOn of what is said ;.1::ove, an Elementm:¥. 
History 0/ E'I'lg/'ltId. wntten hy Cynl Ransome, an author of repute, 
in speaking of \Varren Hastings, and pr:lising .h1m ~or.' ~lIS rcoble 
defence cf British IndIa agcllilst Hyder Ali " adds th.lt neverthelbs 
he had been' gUilty of great oppressIons '. This charge is evidently 
made III complete confidence of ItS t1 uth; but 1t is ,lbsolutely opposed 
to all the facts of, the case. Mr. Rans0me had * probably read 
Macaulay's Essay, and nothmg else Certainly ne had not read 
Strachey, or Stephen, and snll less the State Fapers issued hy tpe 
Ind1an Government. But w1th one swe~ping accusation h' brands 
the name of Warren Hastings, in every school lNhere his book may 
pe read, with the cOlll:mission of the worst crime c which a ruler wn 
cemmit; a crimI? of wlt'ch he was acquitter., not ()l1ly by ,he verdict 
of the Peers, but by tle expressed gratitude of the ~eople whom 
he is said to have inJUred.' 
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charming prose by Macaulai; and that,. as he praises 
Warren Hastings for some of his dee.s, they naturally 
supposed tll4it the essayist was right in bla&.ing him few 
others. In ·tru~ t~ words, 'I wot that through i~no
rante ye did it,' rna)' be~· applicable to his detractor: 
at 1he present day as thW vtere to some of hi; opponents 
mere than a huntiot'ed y~a~ sif\Ce. Thetonly wonder is that
thei. hollowness. of the a~cusctti~~s has not been more 
gerl.'ralTy perceiveQ .•• There neve,·was a prosecution more 
unl!l~,rited ; • there nE.·~r was one which broke down more 

) ... . ... 
conspi"lOuslyon the facts! But the general ref-der knowi 
nothing, and thinynothing, of such qu~stions as these. 

There was a formidable li~t of charges brought up to • the Lords against Warren Hastings, and an ama~ing amount 
of rhetorical invective, not seldom rising to distortion of 
fact, was poured out in \\lestminster Hall. But the extra
Qrdinary feature of; the Impeachment throughout was the 
absence of any real proof of gulit. There was abundant 
assertion, mixed frequently with abuse; evidence in support 
there \\ as little or none. Let us take an instance and 
compare the assertion with the facts. Burke told the 
Lords that the government of Mr. Hastings had reduced 
the country under his rule to a jungle of wild beas1l>. 
Thpsc ~ere his words. Now jf that, or anything like it, 

• had been the case, it is certain that te<;timony could have 
been brou~ht to, prove it. What is quite certain is that 
no·sinftl~ ~itne!ls deposed to anything of the kind. The 
• native evidence on the contrary was all in favour of Warren 

Hastings. Burke had the courage to tell the Lords that 
this evidenc,. had been extorted, that the hands which had - . written the tistimonials were yet warm with the thumb-
~cr~s which had been applied to them. The statement, • uf whlch proof was nM even pretended, was preposterous. 
Warren Hasti~~ ~aid well in reply to.t before his judgei: 
'It is ~ery sefdom ~hat mankind ar\.grateful enough to 
do eve~ J'lstice tJ a" fal1en.minis~er; and I believe there 
never was an instance, in dIe annals of human mt6Ire, of 

B 2 
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an injured peo~le rising up v.oluntarily to bear false witness 
in favour oi a diatant and persecuted oppressor: Burke, 
~hen he uttt!red such words, could only hav~ meant .that 
theeextortion of testimonials in favour of-..he-accused had 
teen carried out by the Ind~~ Gov:'rnmcnt, for nonetelse 
would hav~ had the power i 0 ~o· it; but the character 
tof Lord Comwallt3, then \iovtfrnbr-Getltral, one of the 
most high-minded of 'roell, makes such. an insinu,\/ion 
absurd,! The nature Of these ~tcstiFpials is worth lon
si<iering. That from t~, inhabitants.~f BenarJs say~/ItHe. 
laid the f~undations of justice !Lnd the pi!br~ of fJle hw. 
In every shape \ve,'the inhabitanls of .hi" country, during • the time of his administration, lived in ea"e and peace . 

• We are therefore greatly satisfied. with and thankfui to 
him. As the said Mr. Hastings was long acquainted with 
the modes of government in these regions, so the inmost 
pu'rport of his heart was openly and sosretly, indeed, bert 
upon tho"e things which might maintain inviolate our 
religious persuasions, and guard us in even the minutest 
re"pect from mi"fortune and calamity. In every way he 
cheri"hed us in honour and credit.' 

The Pundits and other Brahmin" of Benares also wrote: 
'iNhenever that man of vast rea"on, the Governor-General, 
Mr. Hasting;" returned to this place, and peop;..! of all 

( . 
ranks were a'isemblcd, at that time he glaJdcned the healt 
of everl one by his behaviour, which consbtecl of kind' 

... 
1 As a fact, when Lord Cornwallis was inform'cd that tht, natlv.es 

of India were deSirous of bearing testimony to the merits of Warren 
Hastings, and were requesting permisslOll that the officers of 
Governmen' might have authonty to transmit such testimonials 
to the Governor-Gel1cral in Council, he caused i: ((autious letter 
to be circulated among all the Colk·ctors and Residents which stated: 
• With this request the Governor-General in Council has been pJ!asef. 
to comply, and I have therefore to infonn'you"that should a'ny such 
address be tendered to "t0u, you are at liberty lJ \eceive and forward 
it to me. The liberty nor accorded is merely to releive an <1, transmit 
testimonials when vol~lfri1Y offered j and ('you are not to deduce 
any inference from it that y~u are t.uthorizl0 to exercise" ary further 
interfel<::o-;e in thiS business.'-Stal.i Papers, Introd., r. xcviii. 
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wishes and agreeable conver5atio~, expressions ofecom
passion for the distressed, actseof politeness, "and a readiness 
to relieve and protect every one witho~t diiftnction. To 
please us dQll ieople, he caused a spacious' music gallett 
to be built, at his o~n e~QilSe, over the gateway of thrt 
tem·ple of Veesmaswa'r, wlfich is esteemed the.head jewel 
of all places of holy visitatTon. He never at any time .. " . 
nor on any occaSIOn, eithtr b'Y. neglecting to promote the 
ha~in.,s of t~e people, -or by woking with the eye of 
covetuusnesl, displ!ty~ an incJina~i~ to distress any indi-. , 
vidual whatsoever. 

The~nhabitants of Murshedabad al~ bore U'itness that 
, the whole period ~f Mr. Hastings' residence in this country 
exhibited his good contluct towards the inhabitants. No 
oppression nor tyrann~ was admitted over anyone. He 
observed the 1 ules of respect and attention to ancient 
families. He did not omit the performances of the duties 
0'- politeness and' civility towards all men of rank and 
station when an interview took place with them. In affairs 
concerning the government and revenues, he was not covetous 
of other men's money and property; he was not open to 
bribery. He restricted the farmers and officers in their 
oppre::,sions ill a manner that prevented them from exercising 
that tyranny which motives of self-interest and private ga1n 
~ight rnstigate them to observe towards the ryQ1::s and 
helpless. He used great exertions to cultivate the country. 
to increaseethe agriculture and the revenues without deceit • •• • ood With perfect propriety and rectitude. He respected 
the learned and wise men, and in order for the propagation 
of learning he built a college, and endowed it with a pro
vision for t~.maintenance of the students, insomuch that 
thovsands reaping the benefits thereof offer up their prayers 
10r the prosperity of England, and for the success of the 
Company.' 1 • 0. 

• Mr. J!orres .. says that quotations 4bf a similar natuTe 
from othl{ addressl.., might be mu~lied to any extent. 

~ Stare Pat'Jer~. Intr~ .• o. x.cix. 
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But ~ also says that these are not the only evidence of 
the honour anti esteem in ~vhicb Warren Hastings was 
held by thJ &natit-es of India. A Brahmin pilgrim on 
ttJ.e banks of the N erbudda declared that 'bt- had lived 
.t1d~r many different govcrn,lleJ"ts a~d tr:vel1ed in many 
countries, ~lt had never witndsed it general diffusioJ of 
tPappiness equal to 1hat of th; natives un~er the mild and 
equitable admini.stration of Inr. lIastings·'. This anecdote 
is to be found in F orbes', Or~mtao.7 lI-Icmozr s, 'and th~ au~hor 
adds: 'I cannot forget ~~~ words of th\', "r(;spectable pilgrim; . ~ 

w~ were near a banian ~;ec in the l!Jarbar court, whcn he 
fuu.;; ronc!:!,::kd IIi:, ",liscour~c: "as the bun -tree, onerof the 
noblest productions in natllle, by e},.tc~ljing its branches 
for thc comfort and reflc~hment of ull who ~cek its ~helter, 
is emblematical of the Deity, so' do the vii tues of the 
Governor re~emblc the bun-tree; he extends his providenc.e 
to. the remotest distl icts, and ~tretche', out his arm~ far 
and wide to afford protectIOn and happlne~, to his peop It! ; 
such, Sahib, is Mr. Ha~tings.'" 

This testimony came from the country which, according 
to Burke, had been made a jungle of wild bea~t". He 
attempted to di~credit the testimony by saying it had 
been extorted by thumbscrews. But it was corroborated by 
El1glishmen of high posItion and repute. Lord Cornwallis, 
il1 his, evidence before the House of Lords, stated tha¥ 
Warren Hastings W~.;; mllf'h esteemed by the native~; and 
Sir] oha Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth) 'a man,' 
said Macaulay, 'of whose integrity, humanity and 'non;u-r 
it is impossible to speak too highly,' deposed to the same 
effect. Let the reader consider this, and say at what 
value he is dispo~ed to assess the oStatelJ:\r.Ms made at 
the Impeachment. 

But there is much more to consider. The excu!'Y!s"'fo; 
attaching any weight to such stateme~ts, ix~uses which may 
have been plausibly 'urged at a former time, e.re sustainabll!: 
no longer. Evidenc~,?lain and irrefut~ble, evidepce which 
cannot lie. evidence whicht it is Jain to contradict. impossible 
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to shake, has come to light by th: publication, und .. the 
orders of the Indian Govern~ent, of the 3tate Papers in 
the Foreign Department of the Governtxrent rl India, from 
1772 to I78,j. 

: 'Ihe object of these vctuJii.es,' says Mr. Forrest, ' is tit. 
trace, by means of the rJcords deposited in tJ1e Foreign 
Department, the. history of ottn Indian.Empire from 177'1, •• 

the year when Warren -Hastjngs became Governor of 
BeIfgal,to Fe~ruary I, 1785, t~ day on which he re
sigijed the flffice .,t ~overnor-Ge~tral. The story of the 
administration of W a?ren J:1astin~-one of the most im
portant periods in. the history of our j:m pire...Ais told b1 
the letters and t9arratives, the dissents and discussions' 
of the chief actors. 1ihese have been printed letter by 
letter exactly as they· were entered day by day in the 
Secret Proceedings of the Select Committee of Council. 
These Proceedings contain, as Sir James Stephen 1 remaQ<s, 
tte most interesting, authentic, and curious collection of 
State Papers in the world. The government of the 
Company, as Burke pointed out, was a government of 
writing, a government of record, and they contrived that 
every proceeding in public council should be written-no 
debate merely verbal. By the study of the proposition, 
\he ar~ument, the dissent, the historical student is n6'w 
enabled to form an independent judgment of even.ts, and 

'still more of the actors and their motives. In the case 
of. Has1j11l"s and his administration, the world has not 
been s"ufficiently careful to test motives and actions, and 
has accepted without challenge the verdict of unscrupulous 
opponents and political partisans. The exaggerated charges 
of Burke ~;eil1st Hastings have left ::r stain not only on 

.thf1t character of the man who founded our Empire, but 
on the nation whose minister he was. To the eloquence 
of Burke was Jit.st due the impression that our Indian .. . , 

1 Better known as &ir James FitzJame~tephen, Member of the 
LegisIativ.Council ?o[ Calcutta, ,nd subse~ent1y a Judge of the High 
Court 0' Justice in Engfand. -• 
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domilfiiion was founded by enormous crimes. This view 
was strengthened by the history of Mill,l whose" excessive 
dryness and ,sevcrrity of style ", to usc the words of Sir 
'arves Stephen, "produce an impres;ion j>f lfccuracy and 
~bour which a study of 1"ritinal authorities does. not • • 
confirm." Macaulay unfortunately accepted the statements 

~ 

of Mill without e'¥lmination, and .by hi.s matchlcss style 
gave them wide circulation, • Tlfe time has however come 
when the ra"h and in~iscrimi(.ate judgments pa!JseJ on 
Hastings and his WOl'k should be'- ~a'refully" revised, by 
hi~tory, and the present"'voluffiQ'> co~tain all the authentic 
f!ocumcntt lIeLessar~' for th, purposes 0' history.' 2 ' 

There are also to be found in these I e~rds other matters 
of deep interest to the Lnglish pettple. Mr. Forre"t men
tions the dispatchC's of Sir Eyre Cootc and of Sir Edwald 
Hughes, men whose deeds ought to live in the memOlY ot 
their countrymen, who carried out in steIn fight by land .. 
and sea the patriotic policy of Warren Bastings. Of 
hardly less interest is the fierce literary contest between the 
Governor-General and his bitter opponent, Philip Francis, 
each a master of the pen, each worthy to rank with our 
best writers in clearness of expression and vigour of style; 
though Francis was once compelled to admit, author as 
h8 almost certainly had been of the most trenchant letterr
ever written in OUI language, that' there was no contending 
against the pen of Hastings ',3 On the!>e points, a!; on a 
multitude of others, the three volumes ~f Sir tt; ,Paprys 
are a trea~ure-hou!>e of information, personal, historicai, 
and political, and it is on their authority that the ensuing 
chapters of this book have been written, 

It is celtainly much to be regretted th"3.~ Macaulay, 
splendidly gifted as he was with the faculty of compositi')n, 
did not take more precautions in the verifying df his 
authorities, The observation mayor mar n~t be applicable 

1 James Mill's History"ij IndIa. ( 
~ See Preface to Statf PapA's, Vol. I. s See Es~ay. 
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to many of his historical writings, b~t it is lamentabl:t true 
concerning his Essay on Warfen Hastings.· A very little 
inquiry when Macaulay held office at CaIt:utta.I1 would have 
averted mallf' e,rors. Nor is it unreasonable to suppos@ 
that his historical m~nd, JeCiliarly sensitive to greatllc&i 
in ~haracter and actfon, ~ould have delightid to clear 
the fame of such.a man as 'VVtrren Hastings from the tales 
which had been 'nventecP by malignity and partisanship • • 
Ho«r mtIch he ~dmil'ed 't-be iIIust,ious accused' is proved 
by .the lett.r whielt t!e wrote t~ 1 effery, then Editor of 
the Edittburglt Rcvie!v, at. the tili1e, as we suppose, when 
he con'-I ibuted the Essay to its pag-;s. Th:" letter ia 
extant, and spealt; of Warren Hastings at. one of the 
greatest, and possibly oeven the grcatest, Englishman of 
the eighteenth century~ 

It is abo noticeable that therc is a CUI ious inconsistency 
in the tone of the Essay itself. If it were indeed true, 
a~ its readers are 'asked to believe, that Warren Hasti~gs 
committed great political Cl imet., that he wilfully handed 
over an innocent people to destruction, nay more, to 
atrocitiet. of the worst kind, in order to t.ccure some half 
million of money for the trea5ury at Calcutta; that he 
<;uborned a prosecution against, and hunted to death, a 
~an w~o was <:.n inconvenient accuser of himself; tl'At 
he despoiled two sovereign rulers for no other reasqn than 
that his government wanted money, and robbed two helpless 
la~ies fqr .he same object; why, nothing could make any 
intelligent person doubt that Warren Hastings was both 
a cruel and a wicked man. Yet while the reader is told 
all this, he i~ also asked to believe that Warren Hastings 
was a greJ i\.nd enlightened ruler, that he effected vast 

Jmirovements both in legislation and finance, promoting 
the welfare of those he governed; and that they, whether 
English or natw<., owned his beneficence, and repaid him 
~ith a{fection~nd t;lIst. The descrie'ion contradicts itself. 

lOr, it .ay be ad !;led, a more careful r~ling of the book (Gleig's 
Memoil!) which he was·revlewi~. 
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[t tlW-y safely be asse"ted that no such man ever lived. 
[f Warren HA.stings had Jl,een the villain that Francis, 
Mill, and Btlrke ~rtl'ayed in their speeches and writings, 
In statement: which were largely adopted. wi$out inquiry, 
py'-1:acaulay, the Governol'-~e~ral could never have been 
the great statesman in war anti peace, the incompar~ble -administrator and legislator, ~hom the E~saybt, in a burst 
of irrepressible adrJiration, so el~uently -describes. 

It would rather seem as· if Macaulay, \-fhen sta{ting' on -his Essay, was filled F~h a prejud-=~ eengentlered in hb -mknd by hostile writel" and was -quite convinced that . . 
Warren aastlllg"S ought to be condulIllcu, but 'that as 
he went on with- hi; subject the redl tr~.h more and more 
broke in upon him, that he realiacd the greatness of the 
man, that he perceived the falsit"y of the mort:: sordid 
charges against him, while the immense '>crvices rendered 
to British Indi.t dominated an imagination naturally 
appreciative of high deeds. Neverth~lcs~ be could n~t 
wholly clear his mind of the original impression, and must 
needs hark back at the end to declare of \VaIrc:n Bastings 
that ' in the two great elemcnts of all SOCIal virtue, in 
respect for the rights of others, and in sympathy for the 
sufferings of others, he was deficient. His principles were 
sCI .. ncwhat lax. His heart was somewhat hard.' Yet the 
Es~ay ,closes with a few lines of noble culogy, e~presseJ 
with rare taste. 

Now there is one period in the public life {)I Warren 
e • 

Hastingb which is little known even to mailY !:>tudeAts, but 
which throws a clear light on his character and habit of 
thought. There is no record of it in the volumes which 
supply the chief material for these pages, ~t. it may be 
fitting to allude to it here. We mean the short pe~od. 
during which he served as a Member of Council at C~cutta 
before his fin,t return to England. He sffeV1S to have been 
appointed on the C.lIncil in recognition oi the vi-Iuabl! 
services he had rende'-d at Patna as agt:nt for the fompany 
to the then N awab, the g-Itvernide: prinee of Beng-al. • Every 
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mention made of his conduct is iff his favour, for c:wery 
mention of it shows that his 1Iands were cl~an in a time 
of exceptional corruption, and that his e~rts \fere always • directed to ~rotect the natives from oppression, and to 
check abuses. tn S'ir AVr~ Lyall's narrative of &i~ 
peri<ll there is much to ~ommand attention.. He tells 
how Warren Hastings was dispatchcd anew to Patna to 
inquire into the ~rolent disputes that !tad arisen between 
the ~latife gov(!lrnment aw:l the fnglish factories; and 
speaks of the fairrle~9' of his rep~t1s, which gave an im
part~al account of the-misconduct. on both sides, showilig 
that th~ Nawab's discont~nt and thc country'. troubles • were largely attriJ..1table to the high-handed rapacity of 
persons trading or plundering under the Company's flag 
or uniform. In a lettct which he wrote to the Governor 
in I762 he protested vigorously against the abuses that 
he found prcvailing: 'I bcg leave to lay bcfore you a 
g~evance which calls loudly for redress. 1 mean the 
oppressions committed under sanction of thc English name, 
and through want of spirit in the nabob's subjects to 
opposc them. This evil, I am well assured, is not confined 
to our dependants alone, but is practised all over the 
country by people assuming the habits of our sepoys 
and calling thcmcelves goma6tahs.1 As on such occasioas 
tte gre:t power of the Engli.'>h intimidatcs the people from 
.resistance, so, on the other hand, the indolence of the 
Bengalec_ q;' the difficulty of gaining access to those who 
ca.~ do· them justice, prevents our having knowledge of 
the oppressions, and encourages their continuance, to the 
great, though unmerited, scandal of our government.' 2 

At that ~e, however, it was lmpossible to obtain any 
amendment. The Governor (Vansittart) and Warren 
ha:tiilgs, between them, settled with the Nawab a scheme 
for ending these.~alpractices and placing the whole inland 
~ade 'tP0n altl equal footing; but ttlis roused a furious 
oppositlOi from tht! majority of the.\council, who passed 

Aunts. I Lvall. P. J~. 
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resokltions upholding' their factories in resistance to the 
Nawab's reve!lUe officers. -vJarren Hastings steadily sup
ported thea }Jovt!rnor in opposing these resolutions; and 

eon one occasion he voted alonc against Jhelil, contending 
;Vi~ all his strength for hon."t ~ealing and free trade. He 
said: 'As J have formerly liveJ among the country p~ople 
in a very inferior station, a'1d at a tiI}le when we were
subject to the most slavish ,depe',dence ~n the government, 
and have met with the ~reatest iICdulgencc,-and eve_re~ect, 
from zemindars and qflt'cers of goV(~:I1rfH>nt, I-can wit~ the 
glCater confidence den)' the j~stic<! of this opinion; and 

IQdd furth4tr, from .repeatpd txpcricncc, thdl if our- people, 
• in~tead of erecting themseives IntO 10Jtb and oppressors 

of the country, confine them<,elvEJ(> to an honest and fair 
trade, they will be everywhere courted and respected.' 1 

Commenting on his conduct at tIm, PCI iod, which came 
in. the earlier year;, of hi" life, Sir J\ If I e(l Lyall says: 'It 
must be allowed that Wa'Tw Hasting~ had passed w~h 
credit and integrity through the mo"t discreditable and 
corrupt period in the annal;, of the Ea-,t India Cumpany. 
In the mid"t of a general scramble for money he never 
stooped to gain;, that were sordid or di"honest; and at. 
a time when most of the Englbh were either intoxicated 
~ power or infuriated by mi~fortune--demoralized by the • • cruelty and treachery which they saw around them-
Hasting" preserved, so far as can be k:hJWn from rontem-. 
porary record, a character for equity and moder~i()n.' 2 

• • • • Doe~ his conduct, then, at thirty years of age, when he was 
first raised to the higher duties of civil administration, show 
a want of respect for the rights of others, or of sympathy 
for the sufferings of others? \Vas he not, junJ& as he must 
then have been to all his colleagues 011 the Council, forelios~ 
in defending the oppre'ised, zealous in denouncing II.buses 
and in maintaining the rights of the nativc.:)-pulation? Was 
this the character o~ a man likely to turn 19ppreSSlir wheFl 
raised to higher offict., 

1 Lyall, p. 17.' ~ Ibid., V· 19·~ 
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Nor can it be forbidden to add that the charge of"ant 
of sympathy with the suffering~s strangely dpposed to the 
witness of those who had the best opport~niti~· of judging. 
The earnest testiwony: borne to the habitual kindness shown· . .. . 
by ~arren Hastings to al~su4ferers, as uttered more tha@ 
sixty years ago by Lady imhoff, then resideni with her • ·husband 1 at Daylesford, can never b~ forgotten by the 
writer. It was a sympath~, tha.t gracious lady said, which 
extehdeJ to eve~'y living t+Jing, an!i was remarkable in its 

•• • • tend&rness. • •. 
A curious anecdote ~ coriOborat~e of this testimony, "is 

to be f~und in a b~ok published two ~ three 1ears after ~ 
the death of vVantn Hastings.2 It narrates how a guest, 
at a country-house where-\\' arren Hastings was also visiting, 
<>aw him one morning w~lking in the grounds, and observed 
that at a particular spot he seemed to have a difficufty in 
p~oceeding. He at last seerr.ed to get on by standing on 
one foot, and taking pains to skip to the place where he 
planted the other. This mana:uvre was executed more 
than once. The observer felt some curiosity as to what 
had happened, and shortly after Warren Hastings had 

tpassed he made hi;, way to the spot, and found that 
a colony of ants Iud there been crossing the path. It 
",as evi~nt from the foot marks that vVarren Hastings haa 
taken the utmost pains to a void setting foot on any of 

-the ants and had succeeded in his PUt pose. 
, Ts it R.O~ible to suppose,' said the narrator, 'that a man 
ff. • 

s~ scrupulously careful of the lives of some insects could 
have been the tyrant and oppressor he has been described 
to the people placed under his rule? ' 

In consi~r'ng the official career of Warren Hastings, 
~de especially in making any estimate of its success, it 
shoul<t always be remembered that. his position as Governor
General was very liifferent from that of his successors. He 
...It • 1 Gene:!tal Sir Charles.imhoff, stepson of Warren Hastings. 

2 Chambtlrs· BiograPh£cal Ill1ptrali'Jns ti!t Worceslershire, 1821, 
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wa~not master in his own Council. He was constantly 
thwarted ill l1is policy. S~me of his highest designs were 
blasted in Vleir birth. As he wrote, when reviewing his 
p~t administration. 'If the same ,::tct ~f the legislature 
'Which confirmed me in mll' s#tion of President ovIj( the 
Company" settlements in pengal had invested me with 
a control as extel\"ive as the new denol1'ination I received" 
by it indicated; if it had compelled the assistance of my • • associates in power itljtcad or giving mc opponents; if, 
. d f' .••• I'I! b mstea 0 creatmg deW expectatt~ns, W llC were tl) e 
atcomplished by my di~mi"sioli from office, it had .imposed 
'silence oft the inilrresttc ('Llmour~ of. fAction, and taught 
the servants of the Company to pLtc~ thcit dependence 
upon me, where it comtjtution~lly rested; if, when it 
transferred the real control over the CompclnY's affairs 
from the Direction to the Ministers, instead of C'xtending, 
it had limited the claims of patronage, which every 111iln 
possessing influence himf,elf, or connected with those who 
possessed it, thought he had a tight to exert; and if it 
had made my continuance in office to depend on the 
rectitude of my intentions and the vigour \\ ith which they 
were exerted, instead of annexing it to a compliance with' 
those claims-- I should have had little occat,ion at this 
period to claim the public indulgence for an ai'o\\,al "f 
duties undischarged But the reverse took place in every 
instance' 1 • 

One breat design of his which remainGd u~'ult5Jled ,va1> 
that of obtaining, by diplomatic arrangemellt with the 
Emperor, a paramount and immediate influence at the 
Court of Delhi, and thus u&ing the ancient sllzerain power 
in Hindustan to bind together all Indian rel~'s in pacific 
unity. His effort for this salutary end, fully workedll out 
and prepared for by secret negotiation, was defeafed by 
the refusal of the Council's consent.!! ... • •• The mental distrej'i caused to the ~ovemor-Ge~eral by 

1 Lyall, p. 55.' • 
2 .s~ GJeig, Vol. III, P.'I93; -'tate Papers, Intro'., p. xcv. 
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factious opposition to his policy m·ay be seen in a ~tter 
which he wrote to Lord N cftth, then Prtme Minister: 
'I now most earnestly entreat that yotr ~rdship-for 
on you, I presulie, it. finally rests-will free me from ~he· 
state I am in, either by ~;- tinmediate recall, or by tht. 
contrrmation of the trust and authority of whic~ you have 
hitherto thought J!le deserving, on such, a footing as shall 
enable me to fulfir your c!pect.<ttions, and to discharge the 
debt which I ote to yOUf Lordsltip, to my country, and 
my:>overeig11. TIre- ~eanest drudge, who owes his daily 
subsistence to daily latrour, .fnjoys ~ condition of happint!!>s 
compar~d to mine, while I am doo1}1ed to 'share the 
responsibility of n'easures which I disapprove, and to be 
idle spectator of the rutu which I cannot avert: 1 

Yet he did much to' carry out his plan of uniting the 
different States of India in a peaceful relationship to English 
r~le; and when he concluded a friendly treaty with Scindia 
(the first and most statesmanlike of Mahratta Chiefs), and 
through him with the Mahratta Confederacy, he was able 
to inform the Board: 'It is in some degree foreign to the 
present subject, yet I cannot refrain from imparting to you 

lithe pleasing satisfaction which I myself feel in observing 
the great and evident change that has within these few 
~ears t,.l<en place with regard to our Government in the 
opinions and dispositions of the principal powers of Hindus-

etan. We seem now to have regained our proper weight 
in ~he r~Ii~cal .system, and the neighbouring States, who 
f<'rmerly shrunk from our advances, are eager to participate 
in our views, and to connect their interests with ours.' 2 

'The great change,' says Mr. Forrest, C that had taken 
place, was dtleato the courage and statesmanship of Hastings. 
~enaced by foes on all sides, ill-supported by his masters, 
surrounded by colleagues who thwarted, embarrassed, and 
intrigued againstlthim, he contrived by his individual energies 
t~ raise-the CCJtnpany from being a ba'fly of merchants and 
adventurCis into the' most p'owcrful itate in the politics of 

1 tyal~ p. 7:. 2:State tJapers, Vol. I~I, p. ,o~. 
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Ind.. Englishmen have grown so accustomed to being the 
masters of In6ia that they l\ave not sufficiently realized the 
difficulty ot JIastings' task, or the genius of the man whose 
far-sight first saw amI whose brave and ion/ident patience 
re:lized this romantic id~a fj. hi cou~try's greatness: 1 

But at .the end, after his rbignation of office, ~arren 
Hastings wrote his final lambt over what might have been 
had adequate POW~IS been ~iven'to his h~nd. There is both 
pathos and dignity in ~is words.. 'Yet m!y I feel a I'f!gret 
to see that hope wht::~ I had to~ °t(jndly indulged, and .. 
which I had sustained (juring ~hirt!en labourcd ycars with 
a persev~'ancc afV!inst 2. 'lucceb:oiol1 of dlli1cultii!s which . . 
might have overcome the constanc.y ~f an abler mmd, 
of being in some peIiod of time,.howevel lemote, allowed 
to posscss and exercibc thc full powers of my station, of 
whIch I had hitherto held little more than the namf' and 
responsibIlity; and to bee \\ ith it, which I haJ CiS fondly 
indulged, that I should become the inst! ument of raibir1g 
the British name, and the sub~tantJal \vOl ih of Its POb:'('sbions 
in India, to a degree of pro~peIity plOportlOlled to such 
a trust, both vanish in an instant, like the illusions of a 
dream; \\Ith the pOOl and only consolation left me o~ 
the conbcious knowledge of what I could have effected, 
had my dcstiny Oldained that. I :,hould attain thc situation • • to whiel: I a"piled, and th'lt I haye left no allowable means 
untried, oy which I might have attained It.' 2 

It is hal dly pObsible, when reading these w,rdb, not to 
• "t • • 

reflect how much mOle peaceful, how much happlCr, tke 
history of our Indian dominion might have been if Par
liament had granted to Warren Hastings full powers to 
act fOl his countly. But it was an evil timlt '.-ith English 
politics. In the West th;rteen loyal colonies had been drive~ 
into revolt by the folly and incompetence of Ministeoo. In 
the East the nascent greatness of a new "rRpire was looked 
upon by two un<;crt!r1ulous factions chiefly 1:" a pr",misink 
pro.vision for their fo~wers at home. • 

J Stale Papers, Introd~ p. AC 2 Ibld., ~. xcvIii!. 
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This book is avowedly occupied with a vindicatiolt of 
Warren Hastings from the charl!es se unsparingly brought 
against him j but it may be thought no· mo-J than just 
if some public se;victl of his, less contentionsly treat;<i. 
are brought under notice. 'It ~as,' says Mr. Forrest, Chis 
capac!ous mind that first c'onceived the plan o.,f opening 
friendly commercial intercours-e between the' people over 
whom he ruled an"cl. the d'ative.'> of the· tableland behind 
the stlowy peaks to the nort-h.'! It ij instructive to observe 
how luperior were htS-fiews, on thi~ fis on other mattetS of 
~tate, to those of the act1mon~ou~ trp..!mvirate in the Connefl 
who dicf everything in their power to ~cfeat hI!> policy. 
It was as early as ~;e spring of 1774 that, after a corre
spondence with the ruler:. of Thibet and Bhutan, Wan'en 
Hastings, as Governor of the Bengal Presidency, dispatched 
the first Britbh Mission to Thibet, under the care of 
M,. George Bogle. It was a pacific expedition, under
taken for commercial purposes, and unaccompanied by any 
military display. The envoy was successful in obtaining 
an interview with the Teshoo Lama, and on February 24, 
1775, the Governor-General (as he had then become) laid 
~efore the Board a letter from Mr. Bogle, informing them 
of his interview with the Lama, and enclosing an interesting 
m~mora¥um on the trade of Thibet.~ He states therein 
that the trade of the country is 'very considerable '. He 
"rites that the principal articles of merchandise between 
Benp'al agel. Thibet are (broadcloth, atter, skins, indigo, ... . 
peftrls, coral, amber, and other beads, chank, spices, tobacco, 
sugar, MaIda striped satins and a few white cloths, chiefly 
coarse, the return being made in gold dust, musk, and 
cowtails.' :. 
~He also says: 'The trading pilgrims of India resort 

11ither ill great numbers. Their humble deportment and 
holy character, ~ightened by the merit of distant 
pifgrima~es, tl1tir accounts of unkq.3wn countries and 
remote re~ons, and, ~bove all, theiAlprofessions of high 

1 Slille Papers, Introd., p xcvi.: • 2 Ibid., Vol. I, R' 251. 



18 WARREN HASTINGS 

vederation for the Lamas, procure them not only a ready 
admittance, But great favdur; though clad in the garb of 
poverty, there a~e many of them possessed of considerable 
wfalth; their trade is confined chi~fly \p a,ticles of great 
value and small bulk. It is f.:arried on without noise or 

, ! c 
ostentatiqp, and often by paths unfrequented by other 
merchants. The Calmacks, who with their wives and 
families annually'repair in numerous "tribes to pay their 
devotions at the Lama'" shrine" bring tHeir camels lDaded 
with fur and other Siberian good".' i.' • 
< In hb letter to the Governw-G~neral Mr. Bogle says of 
the Tes1loo Lam:.!· . H;~ rharaclLl ,md abilitle<;, r~ls having - ( 

discovered and placed the prco,ent Da'ai Lama in the chair 
at Potalo, his being favoured 19y the Emperor of China, 
and hi~ having obtained from 'him the appointment of 
the pre!>ent Chief~ give him gleat influence. The seat 
of government IS. howevel, at Laha",,:. The EmpeJor 
of China is paramount sovereign, and is represented by 
the Chinese officel", \dlO aJ e changed every three years. 
Teesho Lama has it number of villages and monasteries 
belonging to him, which are "cattered over Thibet, and 
intermixed \' ith tho"e of the Dalai Lama.' I 

So fdr, thi" interesting Mission promised to have good 
results, but \\ hen Bogle returned from Thibet (pe foupd 
Claver:ng, Mon~on, and j"'ranci~ ~ in power, b~nt on thwart
ing every project of the Governor-Gene-al, and p:ejudiceli 
against all persons whom he had empl<,>yed"r Jlogle, was 
superseded in his former employment, and it ,va" ouly 
with difiicully that Warren Hastings obtained for him 
a moderate remuneration for his remarkable services. Of 
course, the effort to open up commercial iet~course to the 
north of the Himalayas was set aside at once. 'I 

But when the opportune death of Monson restored to 
the GovernOl-General the control of hi&;!:ouncil he resumed 

« 

1 State Papers, Vol. t\ p. 254. 
2 The three new Members of Souncil, appointed q.., the Crown '" 

under, t}re Regulating Act. " 
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• his former project, and in April, 1779, Georg;e Bogle was 
commissioned to proceed again to Bhutan.and Mhibet ' for 
the purpose of cultivating and improving the g'bod under
standing subsi~tin{!l bettwee, the Chiefs of those countri@s 
and tie Government, and tOtcn.ieavour to establish a free 
and lasting intercourse of tride with the kingdom of 
Thibet and the othe.r States. to the north4vard of Bengal.' I 
The Lama, whose respect and dmfidence Bogle had won J 

• • was then on a visit to Pekit, and I-.e desired Bogle to go ..... . 
roun~by sea to Canton, promising to obtain the Emperor'~ 
pass for ~m to proceed and j;:>in hi~ in the capit'il. But 
unhappily, the death fif both the Lama a~d Bogle caused • the intention of '>ending a mission to be for a time abandoned. 

Subsequently, when Wa~ren Hastings received letters from 
Thibet informing him that the soul of the late Lama had 
entered and animated the body of an infant, he propm,ed 
to ~nd a second deputation to that country. The Board 
consented, and Mr. Charles Turner was appointed to proceed 
on the mission. When Warren I-Iaqtingi:. was on his journey 
to Lucknow, he met Turner returning from Thibet, who 
handed to him a report on the rewlts of his mission and 
arso a narratiVf' of his intC'rview with the young Lama. 

Thi~ narrative i" !:>o curiou" and interei:.ting that some 
exv-acts irom it may be acceptable: 'On December 3, 
1,83, 1 arrived at Terpaling, i:.ituated on the i:.ummit of 
a high hill, and it was about noon when I entered the 
gates. of ,he ·monastelY which wa~ not long since erected 
for' the reception and education of Teei:.ho Lama. He 
resides in a palace in the centre of the monastery, which 
occupies abou~ a mile of ground 10 circumference, and 
the whole i~ &<It>mpassed by a wall. On the 4th, in the 
m~ning, I was allowed to visit Teesho Lama, and found 
him pla&d in great form upon hi~ musnud. On the left 
sid. stood his fathe!'" and mother, on t~ other the officer 
particularly aptointed, to wait upon- his person. The 

.. nusnud is ~ fabric of silk <eushiojs ~iled one upon the 
I 'Mate Papers, Pntrod., p. xcvL 

C~ 
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otter until the seat is elevated to the height of four feet 
( . 

from the tfloor ;, embroidered silk covered the top, and the 
sides were-decorated with pieces of silk of various colours 
sflspended from the upper edV and! hanzin~ down. I ad
vanced and, as is the CU~otIJ, presented the white felong 
handkerohief, and deliven;d also into the Lama's hands 
the Governor's presant of a. "tring pf pearl!> and coral, 
while the other things we\'e set down before him. Having 

• t. ( 
performed the cerem«py of the exchange of handkerchiefs 

I- f'. 
with his father ana mother, we took ouf seats <l'1 the . ..' right of Teesho L::tma. It'unng the time w~ were in 
the ro~Ul I ob!'.!rved the Lam't's QYcs werc scarce ever 

( 

turned away from us, and when our CUp5 v,erc empty of 
tea he appeared uneasy, and' .. throwing back his head 
and contracting the skin of hi!> brow he kept making 
a noise, for he could not speak, until they wert filled 
again. He took out of a golden cup wntaining con':!ct5 
some burnt sugar, and stretching out hi:, arm made a 
motion to his attendant to give them to me. 

I I found myself, though visiting an infant, under the 
necessity of saying something, for it MiS intimated to 
me that, notwithstanding he is unable to reply, it is nbt 
to be inferred he cannot understand. I briefly said that 
the Governor-General, on receiving news of l:Y!> decflase 
in China, was overwhelmed with gricf and sorrow, and 
continued to lament hi::> absence from the world until ttc 
cloud that had ovelcast the happine~!> of tPd'31 patio'1, by 
his re-appearance was di!>pelJed, and then, If possible, 
a greattr degree of joy had taken place than he had 
experienced of grief on receiving the first /TIournful news. 
The Governor wished he might long conti~e to illumine 
the world with his ~resellce, and wa!> hopeful that 'the 
friendship which had formerly subsisted betw~n them 
would not be dim~'1ished, but rather t'bat it might bec9me 
still greatel than btfore. The little creatu'e turned, looking 

( l 

steadfastly towards me; with ,the appearance offmuch attenJ 

tion ,hile I spoke, and noUded with repe&ted' but slow 
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• movements of the head as thougli he understood and 
approved every word, but coul~ not utter ae refly. The 
parents who stood by all the time eyee! theV son with 
a look of affecti<in, afd a smile expressive of heartf~lt 
joy at the propriety of th).young Lama's conduct. His . ' 
wholet regard was turned to us, he was silent and sedate, 
never once looking towards hi!; parents, as if u~der their 
influence at the tim~, and ~h wltatever t>ains his manners 
may Have been formed so cerrect, I OJust own his behaviour 
on th~s occasion appeaf~ perfectly n~Pural and spontaneous, 
and not directed by any ~ction or sit;n of authority . • , T eesht> Lama is at this time about eif.;hteen nfOnths of 
age. He did not sp~~k a word, but made most expressive 
signs, and conducted himself with astoni~hing dignity and 
decorum. His complexiofl. is of that hue which in England 
we should term rather brown, but not without colour. His 
fea~ures good, small black eyes, an animated expression 
of countenance, and altogether I thought him one of the 
handsomest children I had ever seen. On the following 
morning I again waited on him to present some curiosities 
I had brought for him flOm Bengal. He was very much 
struck with a ~mall clock, and had it held to him, watching 
for a long time the revolution of the minute hand. He 
adflired ~t, but with gravity, and without any childish 
emotion. 
• 'According to appointment I went in the afternoon to 

maki my Ja.t visit to the Tecsho Lama. I received his 
dispatche·s for the Governor-General, and from his parents 
two pieces of satin for the Governol with many compliments. 
They presented me with a ve~t lined w.th lamb-skins, making 
me many ass~liI-ces of a long remembrance, and observing 
tl1;;:t at this time Teesho Lama is an infant and incapable 
of ronvocsing, but they hoped to see me again when he 
shall have become ~ age. I replied that bv favour of the 
La"ma I might atain visit this country.' 

1 Slate Papers, to!. II" p. 1079. 
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Jhat might probat51y have happened if Warren Hastings 
had remained at Ca1cuttt.., but the time soon arrived for 
him to l~ave, ~nd with his departure all interest in the 
policy of opening up commercial intercourse. between India 
a~d the Trans-Himalayan r/5ion~ se~ms to have been 
abandoned. Mr. Forrest sa~-5 that the very hist{)ry of 
the Hast~ngs negotiations '\Va::, forgotten, and most of the 
valuable records fuf the Thibet and Bhutan missions have ., 
been lost. I It is onJ,.r a few.years sint.e that a military 
expedition to Lhass .. ODce P.lore optned Thi~t to European 
<.:!yes; but it may perhaps be doubted whether the pro~pects 
of any .!xtenopn trade IV1VC 'bu:n imp I oved by'an armed 
intervention. f 

The great merit of Warren Hastings' effort, which was 
entirely his own, Jay in ih p·.-lcific and uno!->tentatiou:, 
nature. It roused no fears and offended 110 susccptibilit;e". 
It sprang from his inquiring mind, an<: was cll'l.racterbtic 

~ 

of his constant policy, that of spleadiu£; Britj~h influence 
through the East by diplomacy rather than by war. 

The missions of Bogle and Turner \\ ere not the only 
expedition.;; of diE>covery organized by the Governor
General. l He caused the harbours and rivers of Cochi.l 
China to be surveyed, and directed the explorer to penetrate 
as fal as he could into the interior. He also had the shores 
of the Red Sea examined, with the view of opening, "by 
that line, a more direct and rapicl communication bctweed 
England and India. In the chapter on Da);lc;.ford there 

,~ u 

is given an anecdote showing his pc'rceptioll Dr the vital 
importance of the Persian Gulf as a political position. In 
truth, nothing is more striking in Warren Hastings than 
his rare gift of prescience. 3 He seemed~t4 look into the 
future and to divine h fruits. 

1 State Pap.-rs, Introd., p. xcvii. .. 
I See State Papers,'1ntrod., Vol. I, p. xcvii. 
~ A striking t:xamp~ of this prescience is to be found in his 

perception of the dang!r t~at mig}:!t arise from a growih of the Sikh' 
Dower. ,.In 1784 he wrote to the Council: 'A new s.Purce of serious 
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He had probably a faculty for acquiring languc!ges. 
As a boy at Westminster Selloo! he sho~ed. a marked 
proficiency in the classical tongues, w~ich J:te did not 
altogether lo~e Qurini ~ strenuous public life, as J-lis 
imitation of one of Horace!:. Odes, written during his voyage 
homt sufficiently proves. • In the East he a\;quired an 
intimate knowledge both of P~rsian and Arabic literature, 
and a conversatio;al acqu~intaJ1ce wit': Hindustani which 
stood him in good stead 01\ more th,itn one critical occasion, 
and.undoubt't'dly incr~ased his in~t1Ience with the natives. 
In one of his minute·s co~cerni~g his negotiation with 
Sujah-uf-Dowla at 13enares, he mentioqtd the !dvantage 
he had felt from ~onversing with the Vizier of Oude in 
his own tongue. He was not personally acquainted with 
Sanscrit, but he fully e<,timatcd the literary and philological 
importance of that ancient language, he encouraged its 
sUldy, and extended his aid and protection to its native 
professors. The Hindu Pundits were conciliated by his 
just rule, which 5ecurcd to them their immemorial laws 
and usages; while the adherents of the faith of blam were 
",:qually complimented by his foundation of a Mahomedan 

-College at Calcutta. The Asiatic Society remains another 

<e>ntempl.rion has arisen from a nearer quarter, namely, that of the 
Sikhs, a people \\ho, from a mean sect of religIOUS schismatics, have 

erapirlly grown into the members of a domil1lon extending from 
the most western branch of the Attock to the walls of Delhi. 
Th.y art ~ltheir bodily frame and habits of life eminently suited 
to the military profession, but this prope'lsity is qualified by a spirit 
of independence which is a great check to its exertion. Every village 
has its separate and distinct ruler, acknowledging no control but that 
of the people tl>f his own immediate community, who in their turn 
yield him Iitte- more than nominal submission.' He thought, 
however, that the rise of some man of superior capacity might weld 
them into a nation. He looked 'to time, and that not far distant, 
for verifying my pre~ction, if this people shall be permitted to grow 
iuto maturity wi;pout interruption '. Time aad Runjeet Sing verified 
this predictIOn: the Sikhs were consolidat!d mto a nation, and we 
had, more ethan sixtv years sincte, a despctate struggle to hold our 
own aga!nst t,hcnl State Pap~, Intr8d., p. xcv. 
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spl~did monument o? his zeal for the advancement of 
Oriental learmng. Macaulay, who does Warren Hastings 
justice for' .hesef things, observes, however, that he did 
no~hing to give to the Bengales:s a ,kno,¥ledge of English 
literature. That is true; he rflay have thought it wiser 
to train them in their own hnguages and philoso~hies 
than to gi~e them an alien graft of We5tern thought. It 
is possible that tIfe experjencc of the" present day may 
serve to justify that cqnclusion.c,l 

t 
These words were writ.ten before L~rd Morley of Blackburn, 

Secretary qf Statf' for India, spokf"'at the Indlan.eml Se-.vlce Club 
on June II, 1908, wh~.1 he referred to the pro,qecy made by Macaulay 
in 1836: 'It is my firm behef that if our plans of education are 
followed up. there will not be an idolator among the respectable 
classes in Bengal thirty years hence. AIM this will be effected merely 
by the natural operatIOn of knowledge and reflection.' The observa
tion of Lord Morley was: 'Ah, gentlemen, the natural operation 
of knowledge and reflectIOn c~,rTles men of a different structure lof 
mind, of different beliefs, of different habits and customs of We
it carries them mto strange and unexpected paths.' 

Was Warren Hastings wrong when he limited 1115 educational 
efforts to the Impro~ement of the natives of Bengal in their own 
language, philosophies, and beliefs? 



CHAPTER II 

TlIE R~HI~LA ~R 

'Q-Ih Romlla Waf ~as the earlT~t subject of accusation 
against Warren Hasti"gs .• The llircumstances that led "to 
the wa? originated not long aft!"r his j-ssumption of the" 
Governorship of B'l:~gal, and it actually took place shortly 
before Francis, Clavering, and Monson landed at Calcutta 
as new members of the· Council, prepared to range them. 
selves at once against him. He was fiercely denounced for 
~ving destroyed an independent nation, and that for sordid, 
pecuniary ends. The Rohillac; were described as an indus
triou!>, pedccful people who had been cruelly driven from 
their country of Rohilcund. The baselessness of this charge 
is best exhibited by a plain statement of the facts, which 
will be found, supported by authorities, in the following 
page~. But it i" al<,o desired, as a n("ces~aty prelude, to 
Vlake a. few remarks 011 the political condition of India 
at the time when Warren Hastings became Governor of 
Bengal. 

1he ~e)bi Emperor, representative of the great line of 
Timou~, Lords of Hindustan, had fallen into such a helpless 
state, that he had to leave his throne at Delhi, and Clive 
had assigned to him the districts of Korah and Allahabad 
(situated s~tb-west of Oude) to afford him the means of 
sustenance. The whole country was in a state of disorganita~ 
tion; what government there was existed only in scattered 
principalities and. chiefships, usuall)T under Mahomedan 
rulers; while tfIindu races, such as ~ikhs and Mahrattas, 
continual~ threatened th(:>ir ndghb~I's with invasion and 
plunde'. ;rhC:' Mahrattas:espe!Iallv. whose caDital was 
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Poowah, were at ever~ convenient season pushing up to 
the north to a~grandize their territory and were a standing 
terror to the JnhaMtants of the north-east. They had been 
deflfl-ted at the great battle of Paj:lipu~, wh.en Ahmed Shah, 
an Afghan commander, had unitld and led the Mahomedan 
forces, and for a time thc Ma1irattas had been decisl\rely 
driven back. But Ahmed ~hah was now no more, the 
Mahrattas had ret\trned, ajld the Em~c' or had weakly 
yielded to them Korah and A~ahabad <1s the pI ice" for • 
their replacing him 011- the thron~ ~tt Dclal. To Jhis 
arrangement, which brooght the Mahrattas in perilous 
'tontiguit)~ta the .J1ovinccs lIf Behar a,nd Bengal, <1\' which 
(together with Orissa) Clivt' had obta'ned a grant from 
the Emperor, Warren Hastings, on behdlf of the Government 
at Calcutta, refused to submit. H~ moved a mihtary force 
northwards to Allahabad, and occupied that dlstlict and 
Korah. The occupation \\<1.5 mcmordbk, being the fir~t 

advance which the Company made beyond their recognized 
territory. 

This state of things is the key to the story of the Rohilla 
\Var.l Macaulay's hasty and supcrficidl conception was 
that the war was a device on the part of Warren Hastings 
to raise money. It was in reality, divc~tcd of pelsonal 
incident", the outcome of a far-l caching policy, ~esigne~ 
to meet the gravc and persi~tent dangers (If that disturbed 
time. Ao, Sir Alfn'!d Lyall clearly put" it. 'It was the 
policy of the Englio,h, when Warren Ha~tings ttlOJ<: cha\ge 
of the Bengal l're'iidency, to maintain and strengt~en the 
group of Mahomedan chiefship~ along their bordcr, as 
a barrier <'gainst invasion from beyond, and especially 
against the depredations of the restless, tr~a~erous, and 

.far-roving Mahratta hor jes. The most considerable among 
these potentates, whose possessions, by their extent and 
situation, coula best serve our purposes,. was undoubtedly 

1 Sir John Strachey's exllau!j.tive tr~tment of the subJect.-:ompletely 
bears out tjlis opmion. 
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the Vizier of Oude.' 1 It was be&use the Vizier occupied 
this position that the Bengal Government- lent him disci
plined troops, the expen~e of which h~ gladly undertook 
to defray; .it was ~or lhi'> that they enter~d into ieaty 
arrangements ;ith him r6r mutual defence j and it was for 
th~ that Warren Hastings felt himself, it cannot be said 
willing, for he was mo~t reluetant, but compelled by policy, 
to assist, as agattnst the ~hift¥ RohilIS,s, the one ally who 
collld furni~h a barrier sliffiClently strong to check the ever-

• present dallger on rl1~ north-we~~ • 
't must also be retflembered tllat the territory of Rohi!

cund i~ sItuated to the north of Oude, and that .ts destinies 
were ineVitably ~~und up with that province. c It lies,'. 
,>aid Warren Hasting~, 'open to the south. It is bounded 
on the west by the Gctnges and on the north and east by 
the mountains of Tartary. It IS to the province of Oude, 
jn respect both to geographical and political relation, exactly 
"hat Scotland wa" to England before the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth.' - And, in a Mmute to the Seclet Committee 
of the Council, he pointed out the re<ll position of the 
Rohillas· 'They are not the people' of the country, but 
a milttaty tribe who conquered it, and quartered themselves 
upon the people without following any profession but that 
of at ms, or mlX1l1g in any relation with the native inhabi-• tants.' Those mhabitanb wete Hindu cultivators of the 
~otl, rooted thereon for centUl ies. The RohiIla5 were 
1fghaf\,slildiers of fortune, who had not been settled thele 
more than sixty years. 

This Rohilla country, which was then known as Kather, 
had been subjected in 1290 to the Mogul rule. In 1673 
two AfghJI adventurers, Shah Alum and Hussein Khan, 
settled there for a time, it is believed in some inferior officos 
under the Mogul. When they left, a slave of Hus~ein, one 
Daud Khan, WlilS permitted to remain, and he gathered 
round him ., band of Afghan folIo~rs. He obtained the 
grant ot;.a district from the Emperc*, and then betrayed him 

• 1 \tyall, p. 32. ~ Glelg, Vol. I, p. iSS. 
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by taking service with ~ rebel Rajah, by whom Daud was 
afterwards put t\) death. Daud had an adopted son, of the 
J at caste, whpm he made a M ussulman and named Ali 
MuhiJ.mmed.1 Boy as he was at ~he tjme pf ms (adoptive) 
father's death, Ali Muhammed took posses.':>ion of the estates 
and placed himself at the head of the troops. In the c'on
fusion into which the Empire" had fallen at this time he 
established his domtnion OVI,',f tM whole 'of Kather, which 
then took the name of Rohilcll:1d. On his death' he 
committed the care of h;';' son to Ha&L ( Rahmat Khan, ~e 
son of Shah Alum, who s,",ole on the' Koran to be faithful 
to his trush This i~th he urah". sacrificed the inte!ests of 

,Ali's family, and made himself the h~a\:i of the Rohilla 
confederacy. 

He was sufficiently formidable to hnd his aid invoked by 
the Vizier of Oude, Sujah-ul-Dowla, on the occasion of hb 
conte~t with the English, and Rahmat's ~on wa~ present, 
with 6,000 Rohillas, at the battle of Patna, and again 
at Buxar, where he shared the defeat of the Vizici. Six 
years after this the Mahrattas invaded Rohilcund, plundering 
and destroying all before them ; and the Rohilla <-hiefs had 
to rctire into the Terai, a ~trip of wild country which runs 
at the bottom of the Himalayas, where they entrenched 
thcm~elv(;:s for ~cveral months. The Vizier, fearing a~ • invasion of Oude by the Mahratta marauder;" ohtained th( 
assistance of Sir Robert Barker, Commander-in-Chief i~ 

Bengal, and advanced with his OW11 forces and some ~nglisJ1 
troops to the border. Negotiations were opened with the 
Rohilla trocp::., and Hafiz Rahmat on their behalf visited 
the Vizier'" c:amp, and entered into a treaty which was 
sworn to in the presence of the English comt\ander and 
countersigned by him. The agreement arrived at wa" 
simple and expUcit; the Vizier undertoo~ to rid Rohikulld 
of the Mahrattas I either by peace or war', .'\Od the Rohillas 

] There are different opufllons on thIS point; but the aCC<lltn: given 
above seemi the most probable,' -
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undertook to pay him in return lOfty lacs of rupees.· The 
Mahrattas then withdrew. 

In the autumn of this year (I773) die M.ithrattas again 
advanced td' invJlde lto~cund. It had been made m3i1ifest 
by the events just narrated.that the Rohillas could not defend 
it ;-the Vizier was well aware that the real objective of the 
marauders was his own territory, and he obtained the aid of 
an English briga~e for it~ defence. ~is brigade, with the 
Oulle troops, surprised -the Mah[attas just as they were 
cr~sing the Ganges-and drove litem back. The English 
commander in his turn crt>ssed the river, and pursued for 
some cfistance, butjruitlessly. When h. return~d he found 
Rahmat Khan in the camp of the Vizier. Rahmat had· 
been secretly negotiating with the Mahrattas, offering them 
a sum of money if they would assist him to evade payment 
of the fOlty lacs he had agreed on; but finding that his 
treachery had failed, he joined Sujah-ul-Dowla, and Rohil
cund was cleared of its invaders. 

The Vizier now demanded payment of the forty lacs. 
The Rohillas !>huffied and plocrastinated; as a fact they 
never paid a single rupee. It was then that Sujah-ul-Dowla 
resolved, in retribution, to take possession of their country. 
This was the pro'{imate cause of the war for which so much 

,blame ~vas ignorantly !>howered on the Governor. 
The above is a short narrative of the Rohilla business 

up to the time when Warren Hastings actively intervened 
t~ereii'. The Vizier had already moved in it; Sir Robert 
Barker was anxious to second him; but hitherto the ques
tion had been confined to discussion ~mong the members of 
the Govern!llent, and Warren Hastings had shown himself 
averse to ~tion. 

It wa!'> on June 24, 1773, that the Governor, with the 
conci!rrence of his· Council, left Calcutta for Benares, where 
it was arran~ed -that he should have an interview with the 
Vizier of Oul!e. It was well unde~100d that the negotia
tions to. be carri~d on were of hi~ importance, and three 

• • • other members of the Goternment had been dqlegated to 
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accompany and advise their chief. The treaty then arrived 
at did not directly affect the Rohillas, but as it arose out of 

( 

the disturbingc circumstances in which the Empire was then 
invo~led it bore in effect on the dl'>tin'es of tht>se unstable 
adventurers, and may therefore pe conveniently mentinnpd 
here. 

The Delhi Emperor, as alr~adv stated. had thought fit . ~ { 

to hand over the province"> of Korah and Allahal:!,ad, 
which he had received .from Cli\}e, to the Mahrattas a ... 
the price for replacing him on the ttl~one at Delhi; a"'ld 
hc was now a mere tool ~1J1 th(n hdnd" a.:tu.-dly ~eading 
one of their expGl·;:litions for tile plul,der of Rohilcund. 
Thb conduct of hi ... was the male ddng-erou,; because it 
had been carried out in the tceth of lemollstrance ,md 
advice from Calcutta. The Govcrn~r saw that the pre-.ence 
of marauding hordes cot our gate was d grwe :md ll1enacing 
danger. I It was intolerable that they ~hould be supportce: 
by fund ... wpplied from Bengal. Peace and prosperity in 
our OWI1 territory wei e impos~ible under such circum<,tances. 
He acted with promptitude and courage. He determined 
to pay no more tribute to a sovereign who was incapable 
of affording protection to our frontier, and \\ hose intrigues 
thrcdteneu the tranquillity of all India. His rea~ons for 
taking this step were well (:'(pressed in the Report. of his. 
proceedings at Benares.2 Speaking of the Emperor he 
says: 'Whatever policy sugge~ted the first idea of the 
tribute, and whatever title he may be conceive"d ft~ ha.·e 
had to the payment of it while he remained under our 
portection and united his fortune with ours, his ldte conduct 
has forfeited every claim to it, and made it eve\1 dangerous 
to allow it, even if the re:-,ources of Bengal and th~ exigencies 
of the Company would any longer admit of it. Our conduct 
to him has cert.\inly afforded malter of admiration to the 
whole people of Hin~oostan, whether thl!y Ci:onstrue it a[-' 
the effect of a mistak~n principle of duty, t~e just return 

I State.,Papers, Introd., p. xii. 2 Ibid., Vol. l, p.- St. 
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of benefits received, or attribute it-to some hidden cause. 
We have persevered with a fidelity unknown to them in 
an unshaken alliance to a pageant of tmr own creation, 
and lavished. on. him. th, wealth. of thb cou~try, ~vhiGP is 
its blood, although not one of his own natural subJectc; has 
evefl afforded him the least pledge of voluntary obedience, 
although our constituents ha\'~ been compelled to withhold 
the legal claims ~f our o'-'n spvereign~ although we have 
loadcd them with an a~umu]ated debt of a crore and 
a half of rwpees, aMost the exctct amount of thc sums 
reniltted f01 the u!,c o"f a man w»o in return has ungrate
fully d~serted and has Si~CE headed a.mies against us. 
It is unjust to arltuee, in support of his preten~ions on the 
Company, that the tributc I" no more than a reasonable 
acknowledgement for tl~ favour which they received from 
him in the grant of the Dewannee. They gave him all. 
1;hey I eceived nothing from him but a presumptuous gift 
of what was not his to give, but what they had already 
acquired by thcil own powel, the same power to which 
hc ",as indebtcd for his ClOwn, and even for his existence.' 

Warren Hastlllg" also determined to lestore the provinces 
of KOlah and Allah.tbad to the VizicI of Oude. He said 
in the same Report relating to hi" neg0tiations with Sujah
ul-Duwla: 'Had we re~tored the<;e dlstricb to the King, • • • who so lately abandoned them, and who 15 confessedly 
unable by his own strength to maintain them, we bhould 
still have l:>een burdened with the care of their defence, • • • or we ~hould have given them only nominally to the 
King, but in reality to the Mahrattas, the evil consequences 
of which it is needless to enumerate.' The danger from 
the Mahra~s was evident enough. They had already 
once made an alliance with the Rohillas, and other intrigues 
were known to be on foot. The one object with the 
Governor was to wake the relations between the Company 
and the Vizic:!lt as stable as pos':.iblC¥1t and with that view 
he wrote: 'By cec1ing them to th~Vizier we strengthen 
our alli!n~_ with him, we ~ke b'm more dependent upon 
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us as he is more expos~d to the hostilities of the Mahrattas ; 
we render a junction between him and them, which has 
been sometiJIles' apprehended, morally impossible, since 
their pretensions to Korah will,:?be.a. cOl1sta.nt source of 
animosity between them; we free ourselves· from the expense 
and all the dangers attending ~ither a remote propertcy or 
a remote connexion; we au here literally to the limited 
system laid down foy the ~OUfL of Dit"i!ctor~; we are no 
longer under the necessity of fxhausting the wealth of 
our own provinces in ( tile pay and· disbursements of our 
brigades employed at a di,,tanc(' tJeyond them; bur by 
fixing the ::.UllI tn be paid by ~hc Vizier for theirrservices 
at their whole e~pense, and by lemgving every possible 
cause for their passing but at hi" requi::.ition and for his 
defence, we provide effectually fOJ" the protection of our 
frontier, and reduce the expenses of our army even in 
employing it; and lastly we acquire a net .,urn of ,50 lacf~ 

of rupees most ~easonably obtained for the I clief of the 
Company's nece~~ities, and the deficient circulation of the 
currency of the provinces.' I 

The conclusions at which the Governor had arrived, as 
expressed in the foregoing passages of hi~ Report, were. 
communicated by him to the Emperor in a letter as re
markable for its studied courtesy and moderation as it 
i~ for its clearness and directness of expre~sion.2 

It may be mentioned in passing that one of the stipula-. 
tions made by Warren Hasting~ with the Vizier;. when at 
Benares, was for the grant to Rajah Cheit Sin~ of" an 
Agreement guaranteeing to him all the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by h;s late father, Bulwunt Sing; an act of personal 
kindness which was ungratefully requited. ~ 

Before passing to mon.: direct dealing with the Rohilla 
War, it may be pointed out that Macaulay, in his rrmarks 
on the stopping of the payment to the .Emperor and the 
transfer of Korah :tld Allahabad to the \·izier, both of 

1, State Papers. Vol. 1, p. 5~ • 
2 Ibid., ~. 5~ 
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which proceedings he strongly condemns, never mentions 
the fact that the Empetor had, against t\1e remonstrance 
of the Calcutta Government, ceded those two arovinces to 
the Mahratta1. l;le S'tleaks of them as 'tom from the 
Mogul '. But the Mogul had. voluntarily parted with them, 
and ttley were taken by the English, not from him, but • from the Mahrattas. It is a. curious sample of the careless-
ness, or prejudice, ~r both, Wiri1 which- the Essay was 
written. 

Thi question of the iI.R.ohillas, as· a~rcady stated, formed 
no part o! the actual treaty;. but <turing the negotiations 
the fickle and intri~~l1g conduct of thein.chiefs tvas the 
subject of conversation (as it had indeed been of corre
spondence before the Governor left Calcutta), and Sujah-

• ul-Dowla made a proposal which was noticed at length 
in the formal Report to the Secret Committee. The 
pas.,age therein is as follows: 'The Vizier was at first 
very desirou<, of the assistance of an English force to 
put him in possession of the Rohilla country lying north 
of his dominion and east of the Ganges. ThIs has long 
been a favourite object of hi~ wishes, and you will recollect 
th'at the first occasion of my late visIt was furnished by 
a proposal of this kind He had certainly just grounds 
for eresentIiient against the chiefs of this nation, who had 
not only failed in their engagement to pay him 40 lacks or rupees for his protection against the Mahratta"i, but had 
actuaYy s~pp1ied them with money when they appeared 
in arms against him. He offered to make the Company 
a consideration for this service of 40 lacks of rupees, besides 
the stipulated s~m for the expenses of our boops; but he 
afterwards laidl aside this design, fearing that it would 
disable him from fulfilling his engagements for Korah and 
Allahabad .... The measures to be pursued for his security 
in that quarter must therefore be detCilIlined by future 
occurrences. I Jas pleased that he u"ed the scheme of 
this expeditiiln no further, as i~ wou~ have led our troops 
to a distance from our own ~rders, whicb I w"puldltwish 
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ever to avoid, although there are powerful arguments to 
recommend it.' ~ 

It is th\,s clear that when Warren Hastings returned 
t<1 Calcutta he believed that tIre sf;heme ptoposed by the 
Vizier had been abandoned. ';i et any reader of the Essay 
would suppose that the proposal had been at once ac'Cepted 
and the scheme carried out accordingly! But the truth 
of the matter is ~ made evident by t~e answer given by 
the Governor-General, when rhilip Francis accused him 
of withholding from his colleagt!es any ;rccount Iflf his 
negotiations with the • v1ziel, ami of h:wing- kert out of 
the treaty th6 agreement he had .. (as Ftanci" alleged) 
privately made \,ith Sujah-ul-Dowla. • This allegation, like 
others made by Francis, was false. Three members of 
the Govemment, deputed for that purpose, accompanied 
the Governot-General to Bena:-es, and were kept fully 
informed of the negotiatiom. as these \\ ent on. Thib i" 
clearly stated in the Minute 2: 'I have already observed 
that I informed Messrs. Lawrell, Vansittatt, and Lambert, 
\\ ho were deputed with me by the Board, of every cir
cumstance which pa'>sed during the whole course of the 
negotiations, but it wa" unnecessary that these citcumstances 
should be recorded, \\ hen they had become entirely foreign 
to the purposes of the treaty. The Rohil1a expedition 
'was laid aS1de, or more properly, it had not been adopted, 
for the ViZier'., proposal on this subjec.t had never been 
ratified. It i" true an option remained witI' the Vizier 
to renew this subject, but an option also remained with 
the administration either to reject or to assent to it. It 
so happened that he did renew the subject; but at the 
time of concluding the Benares treaty it apll ~ared probable 
to me that he \\ ould not renew it; and where was the 
occasion fOl loading our records with the particulars of 
transactions ""hier had been voluntar:ly laid aside by the 
Vizier who was t~e interested party in I them, especially 
as they had been unreserv~dly communicate~ by myself 

2 I1id., p. 178. 
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and the members who had been with me to the other 
members of the administration in private intercourse? If 
he had renewed the proposal, it was then tilrle enough 
to enter upon a public digtussion of this matter, when ·it 
became a measure of adminis~'ation and was decided upon 
by tMm. Thi<; is precisely th~ case with the measure in 
question .•.. I eel tainly tll.ought it possible, and this is . , 
the plain meaning of the words '"used in my Report upon 
the subject, viz. "that the Tneasures to be pursued for his . . , 
securijy in that quarter mUot be determined by future 
occurrences ". That is, if the J{ohilfas would pay the forty 
lack., due' from them.and join in a schet!lJe of Jefenslve 
alliance with the Vizier, the measure to be pursued for 
his security in that quarte~ would be to afford the Rohilla-; 
protection. If, on the contrary, they gave encouragement 
to the enemy or refused to pay the forty lacks, the measures 
to te pursued for his security in that quarter would be to 
drive out the RohilIa~ and reduce the country occupied 
by them within the line of hi~ domiiiion.' 

The above extract shows conclusively that the real object 
of Warren Hastings was to .,ecure the north-we~tern frontier 
01 the provinces he was bound to guard against Mahratta 
inroads j if that couid be effected by an alliance between 
the. Rohiilets and the Vizier, well and good. If not, then 
he was ready to consider, and with reluctance to accept, • the scheme for annexation by the Vizier. But so far from 
being, as Jllacaulay would have us believe, a sordid plot 
to obtain money by the sale of a brave people, it was 
a move of statesmanship, rendered necessary in the interest 
of an ally by the treachery inherent and per~istent in 
the Rohilla t~bes, N or was the proposal for invasion 
and annexation ever made by Warren· Hastings. I twas 
made by' the Vizier for his own ends, prompted by a 
resentment which ~ust be admitted tc. have been just; 
and it was seco~ded by Sir Robert I4rker, Commander
in-chief in &ngal, ",·ho considqed t~ annexation necessary 
r: '1'· • lor fil ltary reeSOlls. 

DZ 
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To revert to the events which immediately led to the 
Rohilla War, it appears that shortly after the Governor 
returned tQ Calcutta he received a letter from the Vizier 
slating his determination to attack the Rohillas, and saying: 
'Should I therefore have occa,r;ion for the assistance of the 
English forces to carryon. my operations in that c&untry, 
I desire to know what is yOUl; pleasure, whether you will • • let me have those force~ when I shall call for them, or 
you will not.' This letter d~es not seem to have been . ' . 
answered. Mr. Forrest says that Warren Hasti11!}6 was 
'both surpric::pd and blQrtifird' to receive it. Certainly 
he was \11 no ht.rry to accede to the proposal. 

A month later another letter arrived, saying that Rahmat 
Khan was about to take possession of country belonging 
to the Mahrattas, an act to whi~h the Vizier would never 
consent; that the Rohillas had not paia a single 'daam' 
of the 40 lacs of rupee~ due to him according to agree
ment, and that he would without doubt undertake an 
expedition against them. He went on: 'During our 
intelview at Benares we had some conversation on the 
subject, and it was then agreed that I should pay to 
the Company 40 lacks of rupees after the expulsion 'of 
the Rohillas, and 1,10,000 rupees monthly on account 
of the English brigade during my operations in Vle R04iIIa 
country; and that I should with the assistance of the 
English forces endeavour to punish and exterminate 1 the 
Rohillas out of their country. If therefore t:qese ,terms 
are agreeable to you, I desire to know whether you will 
assist me with the English forces, or you will not.' 2 

It cannot be doubted that the Rohillas, .by their refusal 
to pay the sum covenanted to be paid by tlf<!m in a solemn 

1 Warren Hastings explained to the Secret Committee that the 
word which is bere t[anslated 'extirpate ' m~·ms to expel or remove i 
and he added, 'In t~;s sense I dId most cert'inly agree to assist 
the Vizier, and so did the Council, nor can I conceive how the war 
could have been undertalt:!n with any other object.' 

t S~~/e Pfpers, r0J. I, p. 76. • 



THE ROHILLA WAR 37 

tteaty, a sum for which they had recerved solid value in the 
expulsion of the Mahrattas from their territory, as well as by 
their treachery in afterwards negotiating with the Mahrattas 
in order to evade payment, had given just ca;se for wir. 
There is no European government which would not consider -such ~onduct as furnishing a casus beltz". The Secret Com-
mittee accordingly, when the Vhier's letter was submitted 

-to them and had Men consIdered, resolv~d-' That should 
the Vizier persist in his-intentions with rc'lpect to the 
RohiUa country, and determine to I'r~secute the enterprise 
with steadiness to a conclusion., this {!overnment, considering 
the strict -alliance and eS;gagements which ,iubsist vctween -the Company and Sujah Dowla, and particularly what 
passed between the President and the Vizier at the Con
ference at Benares, candot on this occasion refuse him 
support and assistance; that the terms proposed by the 
Vizier appear highly advantageous to the Company, not 
only on account of the sum which i'3 ultimately stipulated 
as a consideration for this !>ervke, but by immediately 
relieving them from the heavy expense of a large part of 
their army. Provided, therefore, full assurance and security 
can be obtained of the Vizier's intention and ability to 
make good the many paymentc; which will in this event 
be. due t~ the Company; Resolved that the 2nd Brigade 
now stationed at Dinapore be ordered to march on the 
"izier's requisition.' I 
T~e COlOmittee also agreed that the President be re

quested to prepare an answer to the Vizier's letters. This 
he did; and his language was distinct; 'Concerning the 
country of the Rohillas, whatever 'was formerly proposed 
at Benares, tilat I am now equally ready to agree to; 
that is, the brigade which is now at Dinapore shall march 
whenever you require it, to join you, and proceed with 
you into the country of the Rohilla~ which lies north 
of your domini&s, to assist you in th1! entire reduction of 
it; and YQ.ur Excellency, 011 your pa\t, will supply them 

I Slate Paper}, Vol. r, p. 77 
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monthly with the st1pulated sum of Rs 210,000 for their 
expenses, and whenever the country shall be so far con
quered that you !>hall remain in possession of it, although 
th.e enemy may lurk in the ltills and jungles, or a few 
refractOlY zemindars, as is lj-;ual, may withhold their 
allegiance, and your Exceller:-cy shall dismiss the brigade, 
you will, on its depalture', pay forty lacks of rupees to 
the Company a~ a con!Sideration fOl' that service. To 
prevent future misunderstandin~ I have been thus explicit. 
I mu')t beg leave futher to add' that if the expepition 
be once undertaken )~ will be absolutely necessary to 
persevere in it.> until it ~hall be acromplished;· you will 
therefore reflect whether It will be i~ your power to make 
the above payment:-. punctually with others which are 
aiready due, and whether you Cat\ re~olve on going through 
with the undert,.tking. If you are not certain of accom
plishing the;,e nece<.,sary points, I must request that you 
will suspend the execution of your undertaking till a more 
favourable time' 1 

Some doubt.<, having arisen as to the power of the Secret 
Committee to order a movement of the troops on its own 
authority, it was determined to lay the whole matter, with 
the President's letter, before a meeting of the Council. 
Warren Hastings took t!1e opportunity to explain,\ in a 10!,1g, 
clear Minute, his own views on the ;,itud.tion, and his real 
policy. That policy, as already pointed out, was directed 
to assuring the safety of the frontier, his great object 
through the whole bu!>iness, and one a" diffe;ent "from 
that imputed to him by his detractors as can well be 
imagined. 

After stating that he had long considereq. the power of 
the Rohillas as dangerous to the Vizier, 'the only useful 
ally of the Company,' and as such hc;.d wished to see it 
annihilated, and pointing out the inab.Uity of the Rohillas 

t 
to oppose the MahraHas, he goes on to saj': 'On the other 
hand, the Subadar ~f Oude must always be an object of 

~ , 
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jealousy and enmity to the Rohillas~ His power is to be 
dreaded by them, and the situation of their country con
tiguous to his, and in a manner enclosed within the same 
natural boundaries, must make the possession t>f it always . . 
a desirable object with him, both for security and ad-
vantage. These are sources M enmity between them, which 
from the nature of things cannot fail of producing suitable 
effects, and it is more probttble t~at we skould soon see the 
Mahrattas and Rohillas jo.\tl in hostilities against the Vizier 
than that they should continue in wali with one another. 

r J!ut let us next view the advantjl.ges which would result 
to the Vaier, the ally of the e:ompany, and to the ~ompany 
itself from his possestIon of that part of the·Rohilla co mtry 
which is the object of the expedition now proposed. Our 
ally would obtain by th.!!> acquisition a complete compact 
state shut in effectually from foreign invasions by the 
Ganges, all the way from the frontiers of Behar to the 
mountains of Thibet, while he would remain equally acces
sible to our forces from the abol'e provinces either for 
hostilities or protection. It w()uld give him wealth, of 
which we should partake, and give him security without 
any dangerous inc'rease of power. It would undoubtedly, 
by bringing his frclOtier nearer to the Mahrattas, for whom 
singly he would be no match, render him more dependent .. . 
on us and cement the unlOn more firmly between us. I 
~ust further declare that I regard as none of the most 
inconsiderable benefits to the Company from this measure, , . . 
beSIdes the 40 lacks held out to us, the easing them 
immediately of the burden of one-third of their whole army, 
while at the same time it is employed usefully for their 
interests and. conveniently for keeping up its own discipline 
and practice in war.' 1 

He went on to express his doubts, notwithstanding the 
reasons for the e"pedition on general principles, whether 
it was advisalfle at that moment. tte commended it to 
careful copsideration; but at tht! samt time felt it his duty 

1 State Pape&s, Vol,\ p. Bo. 
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to declare that he foudd himself embarrassed in his decision 
on account of what had passed between the Vizier and 
himself at Benares. 

'This is the predicament in which I now stand with the . . 
Vizier; and although, from a fear of his not being able to 
fulfil his part of the agreement; I wish to avoid engagitlg in 
the project at present, yet ~ appears to me that a direct 
refusal, after what.passed, ~ould have art unfriendly aspect, 
and might admit of the const,uction of artifice and in
sincerity in our dealin~sowith him. 

C Moved by the dlJupts \'\ hich T have expo<,ed t~ the 
Board, apd thus hampered by'my situation with tlJe Vizier, 
no better method occurred to me fof freeing us from this 
dilemma than the letter which b now in reference before 
the Board. I have thcle expret,scd my consent to the 
expedition in terms which, if he agrees to them, are most 
likely to "ecure the advantages hoped fto111 it, b'..lt which 
are more likely to make him relinquish th~ deSIgn. I trust 
the Roald will find it so guatded, both in the sub!>tance 
and expres,>ion, that the Vizier must necessanly feel hllnself 
engaged to perform every condition required of him with 
the most rigid punctuality at the hazard of forfeiting the 
Company's friendship or revolt against the terms imposed 
on him and drop all thoughts of prosecuting the design, 
and that I verily believe will be the issue of' his cor
respondence.' 1 

The Board concurred heartily with the President 'in 
wishing to avoid the expedition proposed; witho~tfente'ring 
into a discussion of the propriety of such an enterprise 
on general principles, the Board see in their full force all 
the circumstances of doubt as to its prese~t expediency 
which the President has so clearly set forth, and they are 
also sensible of the embarrassment which he lies under 
from what passed on the subject between him and the 
Vizier at Benares. • '[hey ale equally solkitous to save 
the honour of the Climpany and watch over its interests, 

1 State lapers, \ 101. I, p. 80. 
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and for that reason they approve 01 the letter now before 
them, which seems equally calculated to save both. The 
conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the 
greatest possible advantages from such an enterprise, but 
they appear to them mori calculated to drive the Vizier 
into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most 
probable and almost infallible" consequence, and which they 
wish for as the r>roper ;esult. of this ·proposition in the 
present circumstances of effairs '.1 

~ut the letter of the Governor:ftom which so much was 
expected, failed to impress the Vizier. He called for the 
assistan~e of the brigade at Dinapore, atVi on tfie 17th of 
April, some ten mo~ths, be it observed, after the interview 
at Benares, he invaded, with its aid, the Rohilla territory. 
The brave and hardl warriors who had dominated the 
Hindu population therein for sixty years did not shrink 
from the encounter. C olone! Champion, in command of 
the British troops, bears witness in his dispatch to the 
desperate valour of their onset, and to the military skill 
shown by Hafiz Rahmat Khan. But all was fruitless 
against the steady courage of the English infantry and 
the deadly fire of the English artillery. Two thousand 
of the Rohillas were slain, and among them fell Rahmat 
]<han ~n the act of bravely rallying his troops. One of 
his sons was also killed, one made prisoner, and a third 
came into the Vizier's camp on the following day. 
Nvmb~r~ of standards and more than fifty pieces of cannon 
were taken, and the power of the Rohillas was completely 
broken. Hafiz Rahmat, perjured from the outset of his 
career, and apparently callous to any obligation, <?ivil or 
religious, d~erved the fate that befell him. N or did his 
tribesmen possess any quality, save that of courage, to 
command our respect. So far from being, as described by 
Macaulay, 'skilled in the arts of peace,' they had no 
occupation b~t the sword, and live~ on the rent paid by 

• I State Pa~rs, Vol. I, p. 81. 
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the Hindu cultivators of Rohilcund, and on the casual 
plunder of adjacent territories. So far from being honourable 
and chivalrous, in any I easonabJc sell~e of the words, they 
were treacherous and faithless, a.s their race is only too 
wont to be, and their expulsion from Rohilcund and con
sequent disper~ion were of unquestionable benefit to the 
peaceful inhabitants of surrouTlding communities. 

The British trod\:>s maintained 5tl ict "discipline, but on 
the part of the Vizier's forces thl're \\a<, .,ome plundering, 
chiefly of the Rohilla ~a'mp. A few villages were bUl~11ed 

during the operation", as .. i~ too often the Ld,,\.: in all wars, 
some of them b~ng set on fir~ by the Robilla", ;ome by 
their opponents. But there is Ill) re'lc,~n to believe in any 
further excesse~. Talc~ of 0utl age on \\ omen were no 
doubt circulated, but no evidence to' ~upport them was ever 
produced, and when a ~pecific ch,llge of thb n ltme was 
made agaimt the Vilier himself it ",:~ plOved to be untrue 
by a British officer, Major Hann,ly, \\ ho ~tated 1 that the 
Vizier wa~ neve I in the place alleged, and neVC'l inside 
a zenana but once, and then, it., inhabitants having left, 
to see whether it could be fitted up for his OW11 family. 
Mr. Middleton, the British Resident at the Court of Oude, 
wrote, in reference to the'ie slanders: 'The unhappy 
victims, who could not survive theiJ shame, but. ~ad pu\ 
a violent enc to their own lives, arC' still hving, and the 
Vizier has never seen them.' ~ Yet these fictions were 
adopted by Macaulay, and form a part of hi" il1Jlictm<;tnt 
against \V arren Hastings. N ow it is certain that the letters 
of the Governor, written at the time, afford conclusive 
evidence in his favour. When Colonel Champion, who seems 
to have been out of teMper because his troops bad secured 
neither plunder nor prize-money, accused the Vizier of 
oppression an':! cruelty, and intimated that he, Champion, 
had no power to protect the inhabitants,. Warren Hastings 
wrote to him indign~ntly: 'It could nev'h have been 

1 State Jiapers, Vol. I, p. 168. 
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suspected by the Board that their orders to you would 
have tied up your hands from protecting the miserable, 
stopped your ears to the cries of the widow and fatherless, 
or shut your eyes against the wanton di~plai of oppression 
and cruelty. I am totally. at a loss to distinguish wherein 
their orders have laid you under any greater restraint than 
your predeces'>or".' 1 And in a letter to Mr. Middleton 

• he wrote: 'Colo"el Champian compbins of the conduct 
of the Vizier in sufferi~ apd even ordering his troops to 
rav.,age the country, and in his crue' treatment of the family 
of Hafiz Rahmat. . .. I desire t.hat you will take an im
mediat~ occasion to remo~:.trate with ~m againc;t every 

• act of Cl uelty or wanton violence. The country is his, and 
the people his subjects. They claim by that relation his 
tenderest regard and ttnremitted protection. The family 
of Hafiz have never injured him, but have a claim to his 
protection in default of that of which he has deprived them. 
Tell him that the English manners are abhorrent of every 
species of inhumanity and oppr('"sion, and enjoin the gentlest 
treatment of a vanquished enenly. Require and entreat his 
observance of this principle towards the family of Hafiz.' 2 

This wa<; written by the man who i" said by Macaulay 
to have folded hj~ arms and left the Vizier and his soldiery 
~o worl<: their will on the Rohilla country. Of the same 
character was the refusal of Warren Hastings to allow 
Champion and his brigade to claim the great treasure 
b~on~ipg to Fyzoollah Khan, thc only Rohilla chief who 
had not surrendered, and who offered a large sum to the 
Company if they would befriend him. But the Governor, 
who has been accused of lending the Company's troops 
for money, refused the offer, and wrote to Champion: 
, The very idea of prize-money suggests to my remembrance 
the former disorders which arose in our army from this 
service, and had almost proved fatal tp it. Of this circum
stance you .lust be sufficiently appiised, and of the neces· 

1 Gletg, ,-,<>1. r, p. 425. I Ibid .. p",438. 
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sity for discouraging every expectation of this kind among 
the troops. It is to be avoided like poison.' 1 

Macaulay declared that in aiding the Vizier with troops, 
and agreeing to accept from him a payment of forty lacs, 
, England descended far below the level even of those petty , 
German princes who about the same time sold us troops 
to fight the Amt'ricans.' But the compa! ison is 110t apposite. 
The German prince!. had 11Cl i11te~est. dir~ct or indirect, in 
the American War; they simpl). sold the usc of their 
troops for money. The El1gli"h Government at Calcutta pid 
something verv different, they lent their t!o0pf> to an ally 
to punish .certaiIt chiefs for l)Jeach of a treaty to which 
the English Commandel'-in-chief had a'ffixed his signature, 
and to annex a territory which those chieff> had gained 
possession of by the f>word, and could no longer defend 
against a foe whose .lmbition menaced the "',lfety of our own 
dominions. MacduldY does not seem to have percriv'.!d that 
in aiding the Vizier we were in truth aiding ourselves; hIS 
safety was our safety; not only were we bO)lnd to him 
by the ties of treaty and honour, but by the fir!ot ],m known 
to human policy, that of self-preservation. 

Regarding the charge filst brought by Francis, and 
repeated and embellif>hed by Macaulay, that Warren 
Hasting·, took no guarantee from the Vizier that the war 
should be conducted in conformity with th~ huma~c rules' 
of civilized warfare, the Governor-General wrote: 'it is 
a perversion of facts to say that "the B! iti5h arms and 
honour were absolutely at the Viziel '$ disposal", th~t "an 
absolute surrender has been made of the honour and interest 
of the Company". We agreed to aSf>ist him in subduing 
the Rohillas. It was necessary to draw the l~e between 
the authorit/ of the Vizier and our Commanding Officer. 
The service ~o be performed was enti!"ely the Vizier's; 
it was therefore consistent and unavoidabJe that he should 
direct the objects ~f· it; but the executidh of military 
operations was expressly ~ested in our Commandin~ Officer; 

1 State Papers, vat. II, p. 274. 
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of course the safety of OUr army and the honour of the 
British name and arms were entirely confided to his con
duct and discretion.' 1 And hence it was that Warren 
Hastings, when Champion complained of cruelty and 
oppression being practise~, without any power of preven
tion on his part, replied with indignation that there was 
nothing in his (Champion's) instructions to fetter him in 

• • protecting the oppressed. 
But the statements c~Jt1cerning cruelty and oppression to 

thf\ inhabitants of Rohilcund, by· whomsoever made and 
wheresoever repeated, were gro"s exaggerations, if not to • • say wilful perversioll" of the truth. The1lftoriestConcerning 
the plunder and depopulation of the country wer(> con· 
tradicted by unimpeachable witnesses. Major Hannay 
said: 'To the best or my knowledge I saw no signs of 
oppression to the inhabitants of the newly conquered 
country, but from particular inquiries which I had an 
opportunity of making of the country people they said 
they had met with no tleatment that they could complain 
of.' 2 These ,\ ere the people of whom Macaulay writes 
that their villages were burned, their children butchered, 
and theit women violated! And to quote Hannay's evi
dence again: 'At the time that I went upon an expedition 
from ijissowly to Sumbul, Meradabad, and Rampore, the 
country appeared to be in good cultivation, the inhabitants 
were employed in tilling it. It is in general one of the 
ht:St c~ltivated countries I have seen in Hindustan, and very 
well inhabited, and the people appeared to be busy at this 
time as if there had been a profound peace, and under 
no kind of apprehension from the conquerors.' 3 This was 
the country, according to Macaulay, which had been re
duced to a desert; a hundred thousand people flying to 
the jungles! The ~ame witness testified to the evil character 
of the Rohillas, their faithlessness an~ bloodthirsty doings; 
• it is a prove"b in Hindustan that t~ey pray with one hand 

1 StateW>apers, vol. I, p. 182. 2 Ibid., Introd., p. xxviii. 
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and rob with the other.' 1 Colonel Leslie, again, di61nissed 
the stories of outrage on women as not to be credited; and 
Colonel Champion said they were only rumours he had 
heard; and as to the treatment of the prisoners, especially 
the family of Hafiz Rahmat, Cqlonel Lc:,lie stated: 'The 
prisoners who fell into the hands of the Vizier, whom I 
believe to be very few, are now entertained in his service, 
there are some of the sons of Hafiz'Rahma\:, tWfl particularly 
whom I know and have often seen, riding in his suite. He 
generally took one of these out with him all the time.he 
wac; at His~owly; their appearance was good, and I think 
the f'amc of lhe, I eo,t of hl~ '~tvalry, and they appeared 
contented.' 2 The evidence quoted above was given, it must 
be remembered, by three of the leading officers who had 
been engaged in the war, and givel) before the committee 
appointed by Warren Ha~tings' encmies to inquire agailht 
him. It ab"oJutcly contradict-, the I ecklc,,~ statement of 
Macaulay that' The whole country was in a blaze. MOle 
than a hundred thousclJ1d people Heu from their homes to 
pc:,tilential jungle", preferring famine and fever and the 
haunts of tigers to the tyranny of him to whom an English 
and a ChIistian Government had for shameful lucre sold 
their substance, and their blood, and the honour of their 
wives and daughters'. This rhetotical invective is the more • • 
inexcusable because the evidence contradicting it has always 
been on record in tl'e proceedin,:;'o of the SeCIet Committee 
of the Indian Council, and Macaulay, when fOl fiv(' yca.rs 
a member of that Council, had ample appol tUI1~ty to 
consult the authorities, and ascertain the truth for himself. 
He chose it'<,tead to rely on the mistak-es or malignities 
of Francis, Burke, and Mill, without verificati.on, and to 
indite thereupon, with .tll the wealth of his vocabulary, 
a hideous slander on the great founder of British India, 
on the Council, tl ied and experienced, who approved the 
policy, and, incidental't, on the fair fame bef&-e the world 
of his own country. 'Surely, the denouncement of the 

• • 
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