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at Bengal. He regarded our successes in India in the same 
light that he regarded our successes in the Peninsula, as a 
series of mistakes, and Hastings and Wellington he con
sidered to be both bunglers. The appointment of Lord 
Minto to the Govemor-Geferalship put an end to the 
dream of his life. He never recovered the disappointment, 
and the bitter remembrance of failure accompanied him 
into retirement. On March 25, J 807, he asked a few 
que!:>tions on the affairs ~f India, including the mutiny of 
VeUore, and this was the lar,t act ;f the long and active 
political career of Phi~p Francis.' 

Such was the man, and such were his qualities. He 
was fated, by what would seem some irony of fortune, to 
cr~ss with evil intent th~ path of a great ruler, whose only 
thought was the welfare of the mighty destinies entrusted 
to his care. Noone can understand either the character or 
the services of Warren Hastings, who does not know and 
estimate the obstacles, the delays, the provocations, raised 
again',t him through five weary years by the craft and 
perversity of Philip Francis. It ~\ as well for Great Britain 
that while the genius of the Governor-General showed itself 
equal to any emergency of war or diplomacy, he possessed 
also a tranquillity of patience, marvellous alike in its kind 
and degree, that WC\!:> capable of enduring any disappoint
ments anJ any cro!:>se", It was that gift of calmness Which, 
perhaps more than any other quality, baffled the designs of 
Francis and saved British India.] 

1 Macaulay says of him: 'We believe that there never was a public 
man whose temper was so severely tried; not Marlborough, when 
thwarted by the Dutch deputies; not Wellington, when he had to 
deal at once lith the Portuguese Regency, the Spanish Juntas, and 
?l>lr. Perceval. llut the temper of Hastmgs was equal to almost any 
trial. It was not sweet; but It was calm.'-Essay. 
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HYDER ALI 

THE contest, whether milltaty 01 diplomatic, which had 
for some time been c,\rJ ied on \\ itoh the Mahratta confeder
acy had been most disappointing. Rru.hly begun by the 
Bombay Government, to the mar&.~d displeasure of the 
Governor-General; made wor'>e by the ho<;tik majority in 
the Council who refu~ed the advice of f heir chief; weakeQed 
by the retroce~sion of an al my whJn victorious in the field; 
complicated further l::y an unsatisfactory treaty which 
proved to be only a hollow truce; and wellnigh ruined by 
the failul e of a weak expedition sent from Bombay after the 
renewed declal ation of "ar; it had been marked with 
misfortune flOm the first, and was still, notwith"tanding 
the brilliant effOl ts of General Goddartl, causing great 
anxiety to the Bengal Government. Francis continually 
urged peace at any price, but Watren IIa'>ting", tenacious 
of his purpose, had devised, \\ ith the approval of Goddard, 
a divels:on in the northern part of the Mahratta territory, 
which might enable that vigorous commander to strike 
a blow at Pc-ona. Such was the state ()f things when 
a terrible dba'iter and a new combination of fue~ threatened 
the British rule in Hindustan With destruction. 

It will be remembered that in consequence of the 
declaration of war by France, the French settlements in 
India were, by Older of the Governor-Genetlll, occupied 
by our troops. Pondicherry, much the most important 
on the Coromandel coast, had been captured after a brave 
resistance, and the M~dra') Government hud then proceeded 
to deal with Mahe. , 

Now that sm~ll seapOlt \~as under the imrpediate pro-
tection of Hyder Ali, the powerful ruler of Mysore, who 
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had expressly warned the Madras authorities that he would 
not submit to its occupation. They had already given 
him offence on other grounds, and now fatuously provoked 
his anger still further, by seizing Mahe. Their whole policy 
had been rash and blundeiing in the extreme, and they 
contrived, by a foolish intrigue with the brother of the 
Nizam, to add that potentate to the lengthening roll of 
our enemies. 

It was on September z.5, 1780, that the Governor-General 
convened his Council to ~eet af forr!lidable a crisis as ever 
befell a State. The iccumulated dangers were nothing less 
than appalling. Thirty thousand Mahratta horse were 
encamped on the western frontier of Bengal. An invasion 
of Behar by the sam~ enemy seemed to be imminent. 
Dude was threatened. The Maharajah Scindia stood ready 
to fall upon Korah and Allahabad. The whole power 
of Poona confronted General Goddard. But there was 
worse news behind. Hyder Ali had descended in force on 
the Carnatic and was sweeping over it with fire and sword. 
With the fatuity which marked all the measures of the 
Madras Government, the British forces, not more than 
enough to resist if kept well together, had bee,n, in defiance 
of all rules of sound strategy, divideq into two separate 
bodies. The&e had been a",sailed in succession by Hyder, 
and while one part under Colonel Baillie had been sur
rounded and annihilated, the other under Sir Hector Munro 
had been driven back in defeat, and been forced to take 
refuge under the guns of Fort St. George. Sir Edward 
Hughes, the Admiral in command on the Indian station, 
sent tidings of having received undoubted intelligence that 
seven sail rj the line, with a force of seven thousand soldiers, 
had left France to co-operate with the enemies of England 
in India. In Madras all was helpless confusion and dismay. 
It1 Calcutta many hearts, not with~ut reason, were failing 
them for fear at the extremity. But there was one man 
whose heart failed not and.whose spirit rose high to the 
emergency. Chatham, in a moment bf national peril, 
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is said to have exclaimed,' I can save the country. and 
nobody else can.' At that memorable September Council, 
Warren Hastings might, without assumption, have used the 
same words. Certain it is that if any accident had befallen 
him at that time, if the bullet 1f Francis had gone straight, 
British India would have been lOSt. But Warren Hastings 
was there at the helm, and by his capacity and resulution 
saved the empire committed to hi~ charge. 

It is astonishing to read the Minutes of that 25th Sep
tember and following'day, and t"o see how instantly the 
Governor-General had grasped the necessities of the crisis, 
and with what energy he met them:- He threw over at 
once, without a rr'grpt, h1» Lheri~hed plans for the Mahratta 
war; he faced, without a thought I of fear, the imminent 
dangers to Bengal and the adjacent provinces; his whole 
mind was bent on the-one object, that of saving the Carnatic 
and averting a junction of the French forces with Hyder 
Ali. For this he WdS ready to empty his tleasury, already 
depleted j for this to send off his best troops, and, what wa~ 
much more, his invincible commandel ; like a true strategist, 
he risked alJ to strike hard at the vital point j for this he 
adjured his Council, and his opening words have a force 
and dignity that were all his own :--

, This is 110t a time either for long deliberation at home 
OJ the formal and tedious proce~<; of negotiation abroad. 
The calamity which has befallen liS upon the C0ast, and the 
alarming ~.uper;ority which Hyder Ali Khan has acquired 
in the Carnatic, the despondency of the Government of 
Fort St. George, the consternation and distrust which seem 
to have spread themselves among all those who are subject 
to its authority, the utter want of present means and 
resources, the diminution of their military strcn~h, and its 
declared insufficiency for the war which it is to sustain, 
and above all the authentic informations which we have , 
received of a grt'at naval and military armament prepared 
by the COUI1~ of France andtldestined beyond all doubt 
to co-operate wit~. Hyder Ali, demand the mt.st instant, 
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powerful, and even hazardous exertions of this Government 
to avert the event portended by so many concurrent < diffi
culties. To this point every other consideration must now 
give place. Without further preface I propose the following 
resolutions: • 

'1st. That the sum of fifteen lacs of rupees be immedi
ately sent to Fort St. George in specie, and laden for that 
purpose in the Duk(' of Killgstoll, and the other vessels 
which are no\v on the P'lint of sail in$" for Madras. 

'2nd. That the treasure deposited in the new fort, includ
ing the moiety lat('l~ taken from it, be all replaced in the 
general treasury, to be applied to the preceding purpose 
and other exigencies of this Government. 
• '3rd. That a large !etachment of European infantry and 

ilrtillery be immediately sent to Fort St. George by the 
Duk(' of Kingstoll and the other vessels which are now 
on the point of sailing for Madras. 

'To this proposition, as a necessary and essential part of 
it, I must add the following, VIZ. that the Commander-in
Chief be requested, and I do for my own part make it my 
most earnest and particular request, that he will proceed 
himself immediately to the Coast, and take the command 
of the army on that establishment. 

'[The Commander-in-Chief will pardon this formal and 
official solicitation. I know the ardour of his zeal for the 
public service, and that this principle will of itself impel 
him wherever it shall most require his presence; but I think 
this a case in which it would mark too great all indifference 
to the public welfare, and too cold a sense of the utility of 
his services, to leave the offer of them to his unsolicited 
option. I JUakc no scruple to avo',\' that although I am 
convinced that the danger impending on our interests in the 
Carnatic might be easily repelled even with the force which 
it already possesses for its defence, yet I cannot place any 
reliance upon it, unless it shall be properly applied and 
conducted; that I do not' think it has ~n properly 
applied, n~r expect that it will be properly conducted, 
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unless Sir Eyre Coote will at this crisis stand forth in his 
own person and vindicate the rights and honour of the 
British arms. I mean not ~o compliment. It is military 
experience, and above all the high estimation in which his 
name is held by the world, anq especially by that part of 
it where it was primarily acquired, mark him as the only 
possible instrument to retrieve our pa~t disgraces, or to 
preserve the British interests and possessions in the Carnatic 
from utter ruin. Our. armies wqich have been so long 
formed to the habits of conquest, will not easily recover 
from the impression of the dreadful re'4(:rse which has lately 
befallen them, nor be brought to act with their former 
confidcncL umler unsucce»stui comnfanders. The additi~n 
of numbers will not relieve their apprehensions, and will 
not but contribute to oppress the hands which have been 
already proved too \\eak to sustain the weight of an 
inferior charge] , 1. 

It is sufficient proof of the urgency which \Varren Hasting~ 
attached to these three re:,olutions, that the fourth which he 
moved commenced as follows;-

'That an immediate offer of peace be made to the 
Mahratta State in the mode and on the conditions follow
ing: That as the Ministers of that State have professed 
a desire for peace which ha~ been equally the wish of this 
Government even from the commencement of the war, and 
as the attainment of it seems to have been hitherto impeded 
by the difficulty of managing a negotIation between the 
principals situated at so great a distance from each other, 
to preclude all further delay~ we do at the same time offer 
peace and bind ourselves to the ob»ervance of it on their 
acceptance .lnd ratification of the following con~tions.' 2 

These conditions, speaking broadly, were that all acquisi
tions made by our for.:es should be restored, saving any 
which had been cedes by treaty to other States: that 
Raghoba sh<j>uld receive a fitting maintenance for life, but 

~ 
] Stale Papers, Vol. 11, pp. 718-19. 
S Ibid., pp. 71<)-20. 
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be precluded from advancing any prttcn~ion to power save 
by the universal consent of M ahratta rulers: that the 
I>eishwa should conclude an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
with the Company, against Hydcr Ali and the French: but 
that if this alliance shoulf not be agreed to, peace should 
nevertheless be concluded, each party retaining what it had 
acquired, or that a suspension of hostilities should take 
place for one year, to give time for a final and perpetual 
adjustment. The treaty.to be concl~ded with the mediation 
of Rajah Moodajee Boosla.1 

To say that the proposal of these terms to the Peishwa's 
government must have becn a sore trial to the pride of 
\Varren Hastings is inly to give the highest tribute to 
his wisdom and patriotism. 

The further consideration of the resolutions was ad
journed till the following day. Then Francis delivered 
his opinion. It wa;, characteristic. The same political 
cowardice which made him advise a purely defensive atti
tude when the news of Burgoyne's surrender had arrived, 
again took possession of him, and he had no better coun:;,el 
to offer than that all the troops should be kept in Bengal 
to defend that province. The Carnatic was to be aban
doned to destruction in order that Bengal might be safe. 
He was also opposed to the grant of the fifteen lacs of 
rupees, ;J.nd entered into a long arithmetical calculation to 
show that it could not be afforded. He may have been 
right or may have been wrong in his figures; but what 
can be said of the statesmanship which at this stupendous 
crisis dealt with public policy in the spirit of a prudent 
tradesman casting up his ledger? A mighty dependency 
was to be iost or saved; the fame of England was at stake; 
and Philip Francis did a sum.2 This was the man whose 
one ambition was to supersede Warren Hastings as Governor
General; this was the policy he woulrl have chosen to pursue. 

1 A Chief whom Warren Hast~ng-s by assiduous, Sl-':ret negotiation, 
converted fwm an enemy to a friend. 

I State Papers, Vol. II, pp. 721 -2. 
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But the power for evil had departed from his hands. For 
some little time the Minutes of Council had recorded the 
entry, ' Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote absent on a visit 
to the different stations of the Army: It was during these 
absences that Francis had seizedcthe opportunity to obstruct 
the war policy of the Governor-General. Sir Eyre Coote 
was now present; a veteran of Indian war, he did not hesi
tate as to the course he should follow; he gave his voice 
with that of the Goverrtor-General P'l support of the resolu
tions. Francis and \Vheler stood together in opposition. 
Warren Hastings gave his casting votce in favour, and that 
vote pleserved India to the British Crown. It may be 
doubtful wlwthP!' b the long collrse of English history any 
puLlic step of more endUl ing mo~ent was ever taken 
What is not doubtful i~ that no public o,ervice was ever 
\\ or..,e requited. 

On the loth of October the Governor-General ~tl uck 
another memorable blow; he ;,uperseded the illcRpable 
l.Iovernor at Madras. Macaulay, who, to do him ju!:>tice, 
fully admit;, the value of \Van'en Hastings' ;,ervices at thi;, 
critical time, speaks of the transaction as if it had been 
a mere exertion of arbitrary power on the part of the 
Governor-General.] That indeed might have been morally 
permissible under such grave circumo,tances; but it was not 
the course pur;,ued. There can be no doubt that \Varren 
Hastings regarded the conduct of the Madras Governor 
with indignation and '>corn, and wa'> resolved to be well quit 
of him. Hilt as u<;ual he gave no rein to his passions; he 
acted with coolness and legality. It had happened for
tunately that the Madras authorities had, by their own 
imprudence Clnd misconduct, brought themselve~ into peril 
of the law. By a section of the Regulating Act the 
Councils at Madras and Bombay were precluded from 
entering upon wars or making treaties without the sanction 

1 'It was no .ime for trifling. Histings determined to resort to an 
extreme exercise of ¥Ower, to suspend the incapable ,{;iovemor of 
Fort St. George.'-Essay. 
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of the supreme authority at Calcutta. Kow the President 
at Madras, in flagrant violation of this provision, had 
entered into secret negotiations with one Bazalet J ung, 
a brother of the Nizam, for the cession to the Company of 
a territory (Gantoor) in OtiC of the Circars. This intrigue 
was the more reprehensible inasmuch as the Governor~ 
General had specially cautioned the Madras Council against 
any proceeding which might give umbrage to the Nizam, 
with whom, as he point<ed out, we w~re under treaty obliga
tions. Not only did Mr. Whitehill persist, against express 
orders, in this obje~ionable course, but he added to his 
misdeeds by concealing all irJormation of what was taking 
Fe/ace, for no Jess than nine months, from the superior 
authority at Calcutta.' Moreover, he had disregarded the 
express injunctions of the Governor-General to withdraw 
the troops, as well as the rent collectors, which had been 
sent into the coveted district of Gantoor, and both were 
there still, in open dcfiance of the Nizam's rights. 

Warren Hastings was the last man to <;uffer such en~ 
croachment on his statutory p(\\'·crs. He had stcrnly 
rebuked the Bombay Council for entcring into a treaty with 
Raghoba without his sanction; and he now resolved to avail 
himself, against the Madras authorities, of their contumacious 
infraction of the Act. Doubtless the indignation which he 
felt at their incompetcnce in public business and their mis
management of the war moved him strongly; but he acted 
nevcrthele"s on strict legal grounds, and confined his indict· 
ment to the offences committed. After quoting to his 
Council the exact words of the Section in the Regulating 
Act which applied to the case, and detailing at length 
the misdeflleanours at Madras, he moved ;-

'For an attempt in the Select Committee of Fort 
St. George to make a treaty with Bazalet J ung in direct 
violation of a former treaty then 4!iubsisting between the 
Company and the Nizam. 

'For presuming to hold 'the CircaI' of G:ntoor, at all 
events in "'defiance of a requisition from the Governor-
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General and Council peremptorily made to restore it, and 
for refusing to withdraw their troops therefrom, and to 
remove their Agents and Collectors from it,-knowing as 
they did that we had formally pledged the faith of the 
Company to the Nizam for botb these points, thereby de
grading the authority, weakening the energy, and preventing 
the efficacy of the powers of this Government. 

, For the contemptuous indiffert'nce shown to this Board, 
and the want of even cQmmon respf!ct in suffering so long 
a time to elap'le before they replied to orders of such 
importance, or allowed them any confideration, and even 
when they did, for eluding the effect of those orders. 

, And lastly. for the insuit Qff,>red to the high commissio~ 
which we bear in permitting any ot~er claim;, to stand in 
competition with the delib~rate resolves of the Government. 

, Under circumstance'> of buch aggravation, so unpardon
able in their very nature, and so dangerou<; in their con<;('
quences that nothing short of instant examp:t: can pre'lerve 
the supremacy of the responsible Government and givL 
credit to its acts, I now move that John Whitehill Esq. be 
suspended from his office of President and Governor of Fort 
51. George by order of the Governor-General and Council 
of this Presidency, according to the Regulating Act of 
Parliament of the 13th of George III, delegating powers to 
them for that purpose.' 1 

All the members of Council present voted for the motion. 
As it was consideled that a measure of such importance 
should not be carried finally without the concunencc of 
every member, fhe Minutes were sent to Sir Eyre Coote, 
who was absent on service, and he returned them with the 
following entry: ' I agree to the suspension of Mr, Whitehill, 
upon the grounds of the Governor-General's declarations as 
a measure to preserve and support the authority of the 
Supreme Government .... We must, from the powers vested 
in us, be held re~'ponsible for the consequences of those acts 
of disobedjen~e which we su~r to pass unn0tirprl or un-

J, 

] State Papers, Vol. II, p. 727. 
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corrected.' This concise and sensible deliverance made the 
unanimity of the Council complete. 

That the measure thus recorded was a strong, though 
most salutary, exercise of power goes without saying; but 
it was something quite different from the despotic pro
ceeding suggested by the words of Macaulay. It is one of, 
at least, a score of passages in his Essay ~hich are in direct 
variance from the actual facts. 

Sir Eyre Coote land~d at Madra~ on November 5, with 
a small but efficient force oi infantry and artillery. He 
at once took steps ao remedy the existing misgovernment 
and to meet impending dangers. He carried out, with 
tict and coolne~s, the delicate ta~k of suspending the 
Governor from office.- Mr. Whitehill having intima.ted 
resistance to the order of deposition, Coote quietly asked 
the Members present whether they admitted the authority 
of the Supreme Council. They could not directly dispute 
it, and he then moved that the second Member of Council, 
Mr. Charles Smith, ~hould take the Chair, which was 
carried. On thi'i, Mr. Whitehill left the room, with a threat 
of legal proceedings against the Governor-General.! Of 
these proceeding,> nothing more was heard, and it may be 
added that when a full repolt of the facts reached the 
Directors of the Company they summarily dismissed White
hill from their service. 

The militaryaffaiJs presented much greater difficulties. 
The first news which Sir Eyre Coote received on his arrival 
was that Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, had fallen. 
Hyder Ali had taken up his residence in that city and 
openly claimed the sovereignty of the country. In his letter 
to the Go¥crnor-General, dated the loth November, Coote 
mentioned, as one of the alarming features of the situation, 
what skill and resource had been exhibited by Hyder's 
army during the siege. Our own "forces were dispirited, 
there was a great want both of food and of transport, and 
Coote pointed out the urgebt necessity of siipplying him 

1 St{;te Papers, Vol. II, p. 746: 
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with an Adjutant-General on whom he could rely. The 
concluding passage of the letter shows the straits lie was 
in: I I went yesterday to review the army encamped five 
miles from hence; appearances not in their favour, but what 
is worse, I found from the officeli in command of the sepoys 
that the capture of Areot, from whence they must come, 
has, from the circumstance of their wives and other near 
relations being there, not only dispirited them, but created 
in them that kind of,.aversion tOr the service which has 
already produced many desertions. Judge from this, how 
anxious I mmt be for it recruit of ~epoys from Bengal, 
even if the detachment, which is to come by lafid, has set 
out, as it i<; iT..p0~::;ibk fOI iL to reach me for these four 
months to come, long before which 'time I conceive every
thing will be settled one way 01 the other .... When at 
camp I was surprised to regard their supply of provisions, 
which I found to come in so scanty as to be scarcely suffi
cient for one day's expense. The town of Madras now 
lives on the supply lately come from your quarter, of which 
there is not enough in store for one month's expenditure. 
The country around affords us no a»<;i<;tance. They promise 
us a supply of grain from the north, but none is likely 
to arrive soon, in short, we have no certain dependence but 
from Bengal.'! Such was the po;-,ition, bordering on the 
desperate, in which this great Commander was placed. 

But he showed himself equal to the occasion, rose superior 
to all obstacles, and on the 1st of January took the field. 
Twenty days after he was able to write to Madras that 'tu 
the utter honour of the officers and men composing this de
tachment, the Fort of Carangoly was taken, and in a manner 
which redounds much to the credit of their hrav", .. y.' It was 
indeed a signal achievement. The troops reached the Fort 
at early morning, and Wit'lOut waiting for any siege opera
tions, and with no artil~~ry but a single twelve-pounder gun 
dragged by Lasc'lrs, they forced the oute. gate, and then, 
by aid of the "gun, two inner gates in succession, and carried 

• 
1 State Papers, Vol. II, pp. 747-8. 
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the Fort with a rush, the bulk of the garrison making their 
escape Clver tM wall on the opposite side.l It was a portent 
of future vi~tory. Hyder Ali was at that time investing 
five fortresses commanded by English officers,-Ambur, 
Vellore, Wandewash, Perma.oil, and Chingleput. The first 
was forced to surrender before help could ieach it. But 
Coote relieved Chingleput and marched on the 24th to 
Wandewash, where he found that the 5iege had been raised. 
He marched on to Permacoil with the same result, the 
enemy falling back at ea~h place b;fore the terror of his 
name. Rut when he had marched only three miles further, 
he heard that the Fre~ch fleet of seven sail of the line and • three frigates had appeared before Madras. 'As I had 
c~ry reason to apprehetld they must have brought troops, 
and that they would land them and would, with the forces 
of Hyder, have laid siege to Madras, the security of which 
being the grand national object, I resolved to move towards 
its protection.' On further intelligence that the French 
fleet had sailed to Pondicherry, the aged but unwearied 
Commander resolved at all Ii~ks to move there, and within 
a few days his army was encamped on the Red Hills of 
Pondicherry with its front towards Arcot. He occupied 
the town with a detachment, Jestroyed the boats which 
supplied the French fleet with provisions and water, and 
spiked the guns of the place. But not a grain of rice 
or any other provision could be procured. 'In the hope 
that by my personal presence something effectual might be 
done towards obtaining supplies, I set out for Pondicherry 
on· the 7th 011 horseback, and had just entered the bound 
hedge when I received a note express from camp informing 
me that Hyder with his whole army was in sight; instantly 
I sent order: to the detachment in Pondicherry to join the 
main body with all expedition, and returned myself to 
camp.' Perceiving that Hyder was IIloving in great force 
to the southward, wjth the intention of attacking Cuddalore. 
Coote struck his camp and lliarched to the r~ief of that 

State Papers, Vol. III, pp. 757-lJ. 
I 
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Fort. The army of Hyder rapidly followed and, over
taking our force, opened a heavy fire upon its ranks. But 
Coote had only one aim in view, to reach Cuddalore before 
the enemy, and disregarding their fire, which does not seem 
to have been particularly effec~ive, he pushed on and secured 
his object. Cuddalore was saved; but the situation was 
most critical. 'There was only rice enough for one day's 
subsistence for the fighting men of the army. The alarming 
prospect which this J1resented Te with, produced feelings 
which are much easier to be imagined than described. 
I saw in the fall of this handful ~f men the destruction 
of the Englibh interest In India. . . . What tQ determine in 
a situJ.ti::;:~ :;0 \..lILi\..cll, ~o dIfficult, and in its consequences so 
important, I confess was a questio~ of which I dreaded -the 
decision.' But the decision which he took was worthy of 
Sir Eyre Coote and worthy of the English name.1 He 
drew out his <;mdll army on a wide plain. and offered battle. 
Hyder, notwith~tanding hi" gl eat superiority in I'tlmbcrs, 
declined the challenge, and all attempts to bring on a 
decisive action having proved fruitless, Coote, who had 
effected his main objC'ct, returned to his encampment. On 
the very day of his arrival the French fleet weighed anchor 
and left the bay, and shortly after the rice vessels came in 
from Madras, when all fear of famine was at an end. But 
it may be well to quote what Sir Eyre Coote wrote at 
the time, for it puts in a vivid light the enormou~ diffi
culties he had han tn cnrOllnter and the terrible risks he 
had run. 

'By this time the inhabitants of the town were next 
to starving, some absolutely had died from want, and two 
days more would have completed the meIan<iPoly scene, as 
the troops also must have been without a grain to eat. 
I had by the aid of Mr. Daniel made a small provision 
to have enabled me,+o act in this last extremity, and that 
was about thr('e days' rice I had with ;nconceivable labour 
got togetller. And with \.!hich at a hazard dictated by 

• State Papers, Vol. III, p. 764. 
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a regard for the public, an unwillingness to subject the 
credit of the British arms to a disgrace which from their 
situation appeared to be inevitable, and a desire, if possible, 
to extricate our affairs from the distress in which they are 
involved, I determined to for£e my way at all risks into the 
Tanjore country, as the only place with three days' pro
visions I had the least chance of attaining and subsisting 
the army in. The same motives which dictated this daring 
undertaking-now our djstress for .provisions is greatly 
removed-induce me to continue in my station here, until 
I can reinforce the arliY by drafts from the ~outhward .... 
My army,oJiginally small, stands greatly in need of an 
au~mentation, having been considerably weakened by the 
respectable garrison left in Carangoly, and by deaths, 
desertions, and the other casualties incident to the military 
services.' 1 Such was the end of a short but memorable 
campaign, in which Sir Eyre Coote showed, to the confusion 
of future detractors, that age a'1d ill-health had not im
paired his mental faculties nor quenched the fire of his 
dauntJes.s courage. 

After some months of inaction nece.ssitated by the want 
of transport and provisions, which was largely owing to the 
neglect of the Madras Government,2 Coote on the 18th of 
June again took the field. He failed in an attack on the 
fortified temple of Chillumbrllm, and marched on to Porto 

1 State Papers, Vol. I II, pp. 764-5. 
2 Extract from a letter from LIeutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, 

March 16, 1781: 'I am now most cruelly situated, the enemy marching 
before me, and for want of carrIage for provIsIOns unable to follow 
them. I stated this to you fully 10 my letter of the 14th, by which 
you will learn that I can hardly carry one day's provisIOns for the 
army. The uflinformed world will be apt to condemn the tardi
ness of my motions, and which, I am sorry to observe, knowing 
what I could do were I prOVIded as I ought to have been, I feel as 
a severe blow to my honour and milita7 character. However, 
I comfort myself in the reflection, that when the real state of 
things comes to be Pnore generally known, I shall 120 longer be 
exposed to the unmerited bId me, ~ither from the puolie, or from 
individuals.' 

I Z 
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Novo, situated on the river VeHaar close to the sea. On 
the 24th Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, a commander as 
vigorous and daring by sea as Coote was by land, arrived 
from Madras. The two conferred, and at first resolved 
to unite their forces for the retiuction of Chillumbrum. For 
this purpose the battering train was ordered to be landed. 
But no sooner had Eyre Coote returned to camp than 
tidings reached him of the presence of Hyder's whole army 
within a fc\,r miles. ~ The grounfls they occupied, naturally 
strong and commanding,' wrote Coote, 'were rendered much 
more formidable by most of the sp~s that would admit of 
it to advantage being "trengthened with front. and flanking 
batteries. Luge uodies of cavalry, who had from our 
arrival at Porto Novo hovered rouhd our camp, rendered it 
impracticable for even a single hircarrah to return with any 
intelli;;ence to be depended on of either the "trength 
or position of the enemy'" batteries. Our grand guard and 
other outpo"ts were absolutely the bounda! y and united 
extent of our knowledge respecting the enemy.'! Coote 
had now to choose between marching to seek a fight 
and remaining to depend for supplies upon the sea. He 
called a council of war. It wa'> determined thereat to 
embark the battering train, to give the soldiers four days' 
provision of rice to be carried on their backs, and then to 
strike for victory. The Admiral undertook to remain off 
the coa~t to aid in case of disa"ter. Bad we::tther detained 
the army for a couple of clay", but on the first of July they 
marched at dawn, gaining the open plain, wherc they were 

''formed ill two lines and advanced in battle array. But it 
was found that Hyder's batteries directly commanded the 
line of advance, and Coote, as prudent as 1lF was daring, 
halted to reconnoitre. He discovered that in the sand-hills 
on his right there wa s a nan ow passage, made in fact 
by Hyder for the vonvenience of carriage, and this was 
instantly occ\lpied. The first line was passed through 
the small "entry in single file, and was reformed in line 

1 ~tat4 Papers, Vol. III, pp. 790-1. 



HYDER ALI 117 

beyond. By order of the General the second line was 
moved up to secure the passage and thus protect his rear. 
Coote with the first line, though exposed to a heavy 
cannonade, waited with coolness till assured that the second 
line was in position, and then. advanced as rapidly as good 
order would permit. Their movement, skilfully directed 
by Coote, had turned the left flank of the enemy, and after 
a two hours' stubborn fight Hyder's position was carried, 
and his whole army, whifh had swalmed over the plain, 
was in disorderly retreat. Want of cavalry prevented any 
effective pursuit (Coot~ said that with an adequate cavalry 
he should h,we driven Hyder back through the Ghauts) 
but neverthele~s the victory was decisive. The siege of 
W:ndewash was raised fly Tippoo, while Hyder fell back 
to Arcot, and a bandoned his designs on the southern 
provinces of the Presidency. More fighting was to come, 
but the ultimate end of the war began with this triumph. 
Macaulay. in his ~omewhat depreciatory remarks on Sir 
Eyre Coote, says that he was not now the Coote of Wan de
wash. No, he was not; time and harJ service forbade the 
po~sibility; but he was the Coote of Porto Novo, a battle 
fought by a small band against an ovel whelming force, 
fought with consummate "kill a::, well a::, unsurpas~able 

courage, and W011 by the hazardous but brilliant manceuvre 
of changing- front in pre~ence of the enemy. Let us hear 
Sir Eyre Coote himself, a!> he ..,peaks in his dispatch 1 ;

, Considering the trying situation this army is in, destitute 
of most of the common re::,ources for carrying on service i 
weak draft and hal dly any can iage cattle (our guns in the 
face of the enemy's heaviest fire were through deep sand 
obliged to b, drawn a full mile by the soldiers) ; no pro
visions but from day to day i pay considerably in arrears; 
the principal part of the Camatic and its capital in the 
possession of the enemy; our armi.s in different parts 
of India having unfortunately received checks; an enemy 
in great force to deal wit~ whose rapid ~ccess has 

, State Papers, Vol. III, p. 790 et s~. 
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strengthened his cause with the natives in an alarming 
degree; no proper force of cavalry on our side, and not 
half carriage sufficient for our wounded and sick. These 
things considered, I think I may venture to say that fairly 
to beat Hyder on his chosen ~rtified ground was as much 
as could be expected.' 

Shortly after this the brigade ~ent ftom Bengal under 
Colonel Pearce, and skilfully led by him on the long march 
by the coast, t reached Pulicat, an inlet of the sea distant • • 
some thirty miles from Madras. Hyder sent his son 
Tippoo to intercept a junction be\.ween the two forces; 
but Coote, crippled as he ",a~ by the want a1ik~ of transport 
and of foon, W2.~ :l.guia suc\..t!~~ful, marching a hundred and 
fifty miles and joining the reinfOllement. This added' to 
his numbers without, unfortunately, increasing the propor
tion of his equipment. Hyder marched down his whole 
army to oppose the return of our forces, but Coote again 
pJaced a few day»' rice on the backs of Lis mcn, and once 
more moved up to attack Hyder on hi!, own ground. On 
the 26th of August a fierce encountcl took place and both 
sides clatmed the victory. But the sub5tantial advantage 
rested with Coote, and in the following month the still 
unwearied commander forced Hyder to another engagement 
and totally defeated him. This clo:,ed the campaign, for 
the bur~ting of the monsoon and the want of provisions 
compelled our army to enter into cantonments neal Madras. 
But the plans of Hyder had been baffled and his wellnigh 
innumerable host defcated by a small band of veteran 
soldiers, fired by the spit it and led by the genius of 
Sir Eyre Coote. 

But the efforts of that great commander for ,his country's 
interests were at no distant date about to terminate. 
Having heard that thf' garrison of Vellore was much dis
tressed, he revolved t9 march to its relief. On January 2nd, 
he placed himself once more at the head of his army, but 

1 This match had been rendereti practicable by the advance, on his 
own responsibibty,'of £30,000 by Warren Hastings. • 
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on the 5th he was stricken with apoplexy and was found 
unconscious in his tent. Before starting he had written to 
say that his health had been so impaired by fatigue and 
anxiety during thirteen months of the severest campaign 
he had ever encountered that. he had little hopes of recovery 
except in retirement. Nevertheless, his patriotic sense of 
duty had impelled him to relieve Vellore at all hazards. 
The news of his illness was received everywhere with pro
found dismay; but not less was the astonishment when it 
was found that having somewhat recovered he had pushed 
on at once in a palanquin. On the 9th he fell in with 
Hyder, pos~ed on t~e further side of the river Poonyr. 
Coote at once cros.'>ed the stream with his forces, when the 
etremy struck their ca~p and retreated. Next day they 
attempted an attack on our convoy as it was pas"ing 
a swamp. Coote wrote :-' The attacking our baggage and 
convoy for Vellore was apparently their grand object, and 
the guarding this, not to be repaired, often required the 
utmost circumspection. They made their attack supported 
by a number of heavy guns cannonading at a great di"tance; 
just at this time, the fir~t line had crossed a deep morass 
which impeded both our train, rice carts, and bullocks very 
much. The different brigades were immediately ordered 
to be posted so as to keep the enemy in check 011 all sides 
while our convoy passed the bad ground. The whole got 
over safe and was secured at the head of our lines.' All 
this done and described by the man who, four days pre
vislusly, had been stricken senseless with apoplexy and his 
life despaired of! Next morning our army encamped 
beneath the walls of VeJJore. 'The provisions and stores 
to be deposited in the garrison will be lodged there this • afternoon, and as the object of our march is now happily 
completed, I shall set off on my return to-morrow morning. 
The spirit of the troops in this service does them the greatest 
honour. This is tJ1e day the commanding officer of Vellore 
acquainted both Government-and me that it w.s absolutely 
necessary t(J be relieved, that he could not. hold out an hour 
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longer.' When on his return march Coote reached the 
morass he found Hyder again there to dispute the passage.1 

• His 24 and 18 pounders, commanding a much more 
considerable distance than our light 6's and 12'S, give him 
an opportunity of attempting t~ese distant cannonades with 
an idea of some success, and Hyder always takes care to 
be certain that there is impeuing or impassable ground 
between his army and our's .... The instant the rear and 
baggage had crossed the morass, I posted my baggage and 

• • stores close to an adjoining hill, and pushed on the army 
over high ground by the nearest P9ssible route for the 
enemy's main body and guns. I moved off fwm the left 
lines, in column first, and ,,:> the ground opened sufficiently 
for forming, marched on in line of !fattle. As soon as our 
army was near enough to do execution, we opened an 
advancinb fire of artillery from all parts, and had the 
mortification to sec the enemy precipitately draw off. 
I term it a mortification, for if Hyder wvuld have stood 
and risked the chance of war for one hour, hie; army would, 
in all probability, have been destroyed, such is the ardour 
and power of the handful of veterans I have the honour of 
commanding, but truly distressing our situation for the 
want of proper magazines, means of field subsistence and 
carriage for it.' On reaching Fort St. George, Coote made 
a bitter complaint of the negligence of the Madras Govern
ment. . I can have,' he wrote, 'no dependence on the 
army being f0und in such a manner a!:> to enable me to 
conduct It to such operations as would produce the mOit 
permanent advantages and do that justice which my zeal 
for the interests of the Company and honour of the British 
arms prompts me to. I must resign the task an~ leave it to 
the execution of some one whose health and abilities may 
be better calculated tc surmount those difficulties which 
I can no longer, in a due regard to the cause of the public 
and my honour and ;eputation as a sQ.!dier, pretend to 
contend agaif.!st.' 2 That is, to put it distinctly, the man 

I State Papers, 1101. III, p. 841. t Ibid!, p. 842• 
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who was daily risking his life from exhaustion, through his 
wonderful exertions in their service, could not obtain the 
ordinary supplies of war from this execrable Government 
of the Madras Presidency. 

The truth is that Sir Fwyre Coote's plans would have 
altogether failed and the Carnatic would have been lost, but 
for the energy and persistence with which supplies had been 
poured in from Bengal under the direction of Warren 
Hastings. It was his ability which sustained the war. 
But even he would have been baffled if the command of the 
sea had been lost .• Captain Mahan, in his remarkable 
work, has sPown how often, throughout the history of man
kind, the fortune of war has been decided by the effect 
ot sea-power. As ead,. as the contest between Rome and 
Carthage, the result of the second Punic war (despite the 
genius of Hannibal) was decided by the preponderance 
of Roman naval power in the Mediterranean. Nor is it 
less interesting, at lea'>t for Engli<;hmen, to note the decisive 
influence on the fate of the Carnatic exerted by the conduct 
of our seamen in Eastern waters. The French Government 
was fully alive to the situation and sent their very capable 
Admiral, Suffrein, with twelve sail of the line and a propor
tionate number of frigat('s to guard their transports crowded 
with soldiels, to harry British commerce, and to destroy, as 
it was hoped, thl! ~quadron commanded by Sir Edward 
Hughes. Had this project succeeded the fate of the 
Carnatic would have been sealed . 
• But England's star prevailed. On March 15, 1782, 

Admiral Suffrein arrived with his formidable force off the 
roads of Madras. He had expected to find there six sail of 
the line, ~t on the evening before our squadron had 
happily received a reinforcement from England of three 
sail of the line. The behaviour of the two Admirals under 
these circumstances was instructive. The French Admiral, • 
finding that he ~ould have to fight nine sail of the line 
instead of six, though his cwn pennant flewtover a force 
of twelve, l!auled his wind and sailed away to the south-
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ward.! The English Admiral, disregarding his inferiority 
in numbers, immediately made the signal to weigh anchor, 
and pursued the French fleet through the night. On the 
following day he came up with them, struck in between 
the fighting ships and tile trans~urts, captured the Lauris
ton and rescued six valuable prizes from their captors under 
the eyes of the hostile fleet. Want of wind on the following 
morning prevented Sir Edward Hughes from coming to 
close quarters with his foe, but in the afternoon some fresh 

• • gusts blought him the opportunity and he forced Suffrein 
to action. After some hours' confli~t during which the 
flagship and some others of our squadlOn (beiqg engaged 
five against eig-ht) <;lIffereu severely flom the supe! ior fire of 
the enemy, the French Admiral hvparcntly despairing 
of success hauled his wind and drew off. The Superb and 
Ereter were in almost sinking condition, but the whole 
squadron was brought safe into Trincomalee.2 Sir Edward 
Hughes who, if he had lived latel \\ould have been a 
colleague after Nelson's own heart, patched up hIS ship., 
in mast and hull, making them tolerably fit for service, and 
set sail again to seek Suffrein and to guard the coasts 
of Coromandel. 

The news of this gallant action wa~ received with much 
relief and satisfaction in Calcutta. The Governor-General, 
aftel leading the dispatch, Oldered a general salute to 
be fired from Fort \Villialll in token of victory, and wrote 
a warm letter of congratulation to Sir Edward Hughes. 
'We know not whether most to admire or applaud that 
gallant spirit and zeal for the service of your country which 
prompted you to pursue an enemy ~o superior in numbers 

1 Sir Eyre Coote, in hIS dIspatch of March I, 1781, 'thus wrote: 
'I need not take up your tune with commenting on the conduct 
of the French AdmIral, o~ describing the injuries we must' have 
suffered, and th<: rIsk we must have run, if he had acted with common 
SpirIt. I may ~lJth safety" advance, that we ar~ entirely indebted 
to his irresolute ':>ehavlOur for the httle security we now enjoy on 
this coast.' ( • 

I State Papers, Va" III, pp. 851-2. 
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and resolutely to force him into action under the additional 
disadvantages created by the circumstances which you have 
described .... In a word we regard your action with the 
French fleet as the crisis of our fate in the Camatie, and in 
the result of it we see that province relieved and preserved, 
and the permanency of the British power in India firmly 
established. For such important services to the nation and 
to the Company we, as their representatives, offer you our 
warmest acknowledgments, and our sincerest congratulations • • 
on your success and the glory you have acquired in obtain-
ing it.' I It will be. observed that Warren Hastings, with 
his unfailipg prescience, saw at once that the superiority 
obtained at sea had settled the event of the war. 
• Sir Edward Hughe!l had been able to refit his battered 
ships in Trincomalee, because that port and also Negapatam 
had been captured by a naval and military force sent out 
by Lord Macartney, recently made Governor of Madras. 
This expedition was disapploved by Sir Eyre Coote, whose 
advice in the matter wa., disregarded, and although it was 
successful at first his opinion as to its imprudence was only 
too ~oon justified. \Vhen C910nel Braithwaite, who was in 
command of the force employed by land, led it back to 
Tanjore, he suffered himself to be surprised by Tippoo and 
surrounded by oven,helming numbers. After a most 
gallant resi::.tance, continued for more than twenty-four 
hours, our commander held to surrender at discretion. This 
was followed by the capture of Cuddalore, and the landing 
~f 1\'1'0 thousand French soldiers. Sir Eyre Coote once 
more took the field. He wrote to the Government at 
Madras: 'I have a weight up-:m my shoulders that almost 
bears me ;l0wll. Worn out in constitution, I feel myself 
unequal to the constant fatigues and anxieties attending my 
situation. I shall, however, endeavour as far as lays in my 
power to stem the torrent that ~eems almost ready to 
overwhelm us, {\pt doubting of your exertions to assist my 

1 Stat, Papers, Vol. III, pp. 8'3-4. 
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labours.' 1 He marched to Wandewash where twenty years 
before he had defeated Lally. On the refusal of Hyder to 
fight Coote pushed on towal ds Pondicherry and foun the 
enemy, with their French allies, strongly posted. A move 
was then made in the directioQ of Arni, where Hyder's 
principal magazine was situated. This drew him from his 
strong position, and in the morning of the 2nd of June the 
two armies were in close proximity. Coote, after providing 
for hb baggage, moved in two lines against the rising ground 
on which the enemy appeared in greatest force. His rear 
was threatened by the numbers of the foe, but as at Porto 
Novo, so here, he changed front in pre~ence of tJ1e enemy 
with celerity ::Inn success. \\'hpn our dt my again advanced, 
H) der's forceb retreated in confusion. \ Coote came up with' 
them about sunset, when they were engaged in crossing a 
river, and captured a gun and ammunition. Want of 
cavalry and ",ant of provi::.ions prevented him from taking 
the greatest advantage of his victory. Hf' wrote: . It has 
been my misfortune ever bince I took the field on the event 
of every success, to have cau~e to lament my inability to 
pursue the advantages open from victory for want of a 
sufficiency of provisions. On the present occasion, had I 
possebsed the means of subbistence, I could not only have 
driven Hydet up the Ghauts, but most probably have got 
hold of his grand magazine of At ni, which would most 
assuredly have ~o fal ended the war as to have checked his 
immediately returning in force to the ell natic, whibt it 
would ha\-e given to thib army that velY ~upport ""hich at. 
this moment maintains his.' l Thi~ Wdb the lao.t of Sir 
Eyre Coote's victories. 

On the same day that the intelligence of it arrJved came 
the news of another sea-fight. At the end of March the 
French Admiral left P0rto Novo to attack a fleet of -our 
Indiamen whICh had appeared off the coast. Sir Edward 
Hughes at once went in pursuit, and fell in.with the Sulta1t 

) Siale Papers, Voll" II I, p. 863. , Ibid., pp. 871, 872, 873. 
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and M agnanime and their convoy of seven of the Company's 
ships. He acted with his usual decision. 'The convoy I 
immediately despatched to Madras roads, and took with 
me the Sultan and Mag1Za1Z£me, steering a direct course for 
Trincomalee, in order tQ land the military stores and 
reinforcements of troops fOl this garrison, determined not to 
seek the enemy's squadron till that service was first 
performed, nor to shun them if they fell in my way.' 
Hughes succeeded in ~eaching the. island of Ceylon about 
fifteen miles south of Trincomalee, and bore away for that 
place, followed by ~e Frer.ch fleet of eighteen sail. 'On 
the twelfth (of April) at daybleak, having altered the 
position of the enemy's squadron and given them the wind 
by bearing away, I ~w them crowding all the sail they 
could after us, and their copper-bottomed ships coming fast 
up with our rear, on which I immediately determined to 
engage them. At 9 in the forenoon I made the signal for 
the line of battle ahead on the starboard tack at two cables' 
length distance, the enemy's squadron then bearing north 
by east, distant about ~jx miles, and the wind at north by 
east, they continued manccuvring their ships and changing 
their position in their line till 15 minutes pai.>t noon, when 
they bore down to enRage His Majesty's squadron; one 
sail of them stretching along to engage our ~hips in the 
van, and the other seven sails steering direct by on our 
centre, the Superb, with the llfo1l11loutlt her second ahead, 
and the llfonarca her second astern; at half past one the 
engagement began in the van of both squadrons, and at 
three minutes after, I made the signal for a general engage
ment; the French Admiral and his second astern bore 
down on tjle Superb within pistol shot, where he continued 
giving and receiving a 1:>eVele filE for nine minutes, and then 
stodti on, greatly damaged, to attack the Monmoutn, at 
that time engaged with another o~ the enemy's ships, and 
made room for the ships in his rear to draw up to the attack 
of 01lr centre, where the ettgagement was wArmest. At 3, 
the Monntou.tlt lost her main and mizZi& masts, and drew 
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out of the line to the leeward of our squadron. At 40 
minutes past 3, being neal' the shore, I made the signal for 
the squadron to weal' and haul their wind in a line of 
battle ahead on the larboard tack still engaging the enemy. 
At 40 minutes past 5, being in ,shoal water and fearing the 
MOJt1?zotJth might drift too near shore, I made the signal for 
the squadron to prepare to anchor and hauled down the 
signal for the line of battle. At 40 minutes past 6 the 
enemy's squadron in great disorder drew off to the eastward, 
and the engagement ce~sed, at which time I anchored with 
His Majesty's ~quadron in order to .repair our damages, 
which on board the Suprrb and lWoll1JZoutlt were. very great 
indeed, both in thp!,' hulls, ma<;ts, !oaib and ngging, nor had 
any one ~hip of the squadron escapeJ Ivithout great injury 
in her hull and masts, and all were much torn in their sails 
and rigging.' 1 

For seven day" the two fleets lay within ~hot of each 
other too disahled to fight or to saiL Then the English 
squadron returned to Trincomalee and the French to a 
Dutch port. After having' refitted the several ships of the 
squadron, and taken on board such of our recovered men as 
could be serviceable, the Engli"h fleet returned at the end 
of June, to Negapatam to watch the enemy's squadron: 2 

On the 5th of July the two fleets again came in sight, and 
another desperate conflict took place. It ended in serious 
loss on both sides, \\ ithout the capture of anv "hips. The 
French were, however, compelled to aoandon all idea of 
capturing Negapatam.3 

These naval operations, and their effect on the war were, 
as already observed, a "triking example of the results of 
sea-power' but they were something more; t~ey were a 
proof that sea-power is not necessarily associated with 
numerical superiority. Throughout the naval struggie for 
victory in the Indian pcean the odds, as far as numbers 

1 State Pa)ers, Vol. III, p. 864~ 2 Ibid., p. 876. 
s.:bld., lntrod., p. lxxxiv. 
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were concerned, were never less than four to three in favour 
of France. In the fight when Hughes first fell in with 
Suffrein, those odds were as heavy as eight to five among 
the ships engaged. Yet, at the end of that fierce encounter, 
when the English flagship pad been riddled with shot, and 
two of her consorts were in a sinking condition, it was not 
the English admiral, but the French, who hauled his wind 
and declined further combat. It was not the greater 
number, it was' the man behind th'i gun " who carried the 
day. To the honour of our Navy it should be remembered 
that Warren Hastings declared the event of the war had 
been deci<led by 51r Edward Hughes and his seamen; 
it was their 'sea-power' which preserved the Carnatic; 
~ut that power lay r.it)t in the number of their ::;hips or 
the weight of their guns; it lay in the unconquerable 
resolution of the crews who sailed the one and served the 
other. 

Peace with the Mahrattas had now been secured. Warren 
Hastings had, originally, b(en driven into the war, and 
through the whole contest had earnestly desired some 
pacific settlement, though he firmly refused to make peace 
at any price, and always maintained that it would be best 
brought about by a vigorous prosecution of hostilities. 
The Governor-General had been for some time indefatigable 
in his efforts to conciliate Scindia, the most powerful and 
the mo~t statesmanlike of the Mahratta Chiefs. At length 
after long and intricate negotiations and a successiQn of 
CiVsappointments, the treaty of Salbai was, on May 17, 
1782, concluded with Scindia. All the territories conquered 
from the Peishwa, subsequent to the treaty of Purundbar, 
were to beJestored, the Nizam and Hyder Ali were also to 
restore the territories they had tAken from the English, and 
all F;uropeans, except the English and the Portuguese, 
were to be excluded from the Mahratta dominion. A small 
increase of territgry was given to ~cindia in acknowledge
ment of his humanity to some of our countrymen, and he 
became gmrantee "for the due fulfihI'~nt of the treaty 
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between the contracting parties.} Sir Eyre Coote wrote to 
Hyder Ali, informing him oi what had taken place, but the 
old warrior only replied: 'I have received your obliging 
letter, wherein you observe that the news of the treaty of 
alliance and friendship which Qa::. laken place between the 
Peishwa and the English must have been known to me, 
because my name is included therein, all of which I 
perfectly comprehend. Without giving me notice how is it 
po~sible that my name can be included?' He, however, 
asked for an envoy t~ be sent to him with a copy of the 
treaty. This was done, and it is impossible not to admire 
the traits of character shown by Hyder in hi~ conference 
with the vakep1 l-!~ pas.,cci high alld generous praise on 
Sir Eyre Coote as a great romm2illlder and an excelleflt 
man. He declared that he had never de~ired war with the 
Engli~h, but had been driven into it by their bad faith; 
dwelling on the seizure of Mahe and on the failure of 
the Madras authorities to fulfil theil tJ eaty stipulations 
with him. He had not the worst of the argument, 
and the interviews came to nothing. But Hyder was 
now approaching eighty years of age, with a fatal disease 
upon him, and he died soon after, leaving an injunction to 
his son, Tippoo, to make peace on any terms with the 
English.2 

Previous to this Sir Eyre Coote, worn out with fatigue 
and siclmess, had returned to Bengal. The general officer 
on whom the charge of the operation" then devolved was 
not-equd to the situation. TIPpOO, disregarding his father's 
wise advice, continued the contest, though with less ability, 
and the war dragged on without any decisive result. Under 
these circumstances Warren Hastings made a second appeal 

h
·' 

to t e vetc.ran commander, who posse<;sed the confidence of 
the army and could strike terror into his opponents. oEyre 
Coote, though not yet recovered from his illness, once more, 
with signal patriotism, consented to pl2.ce himself at the 
head of the ~rmy in the Carnat:ic. He sailed from Calcutta 

I State Papers,Jptrod., p. lxxxv. I Ibid.,,~. Ixxxvii. 
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for that purpose, but it chanced that the vesM!l conveying 
him was chased on the voyage by French cruiser~, and the 
anxiety that he felt during many hours, aggravated by the 
fact that he had his family with him on board, produced a 
fatal effect. On reaching Madras, before landing, he was 
smitten with paralysis, and died two days after being carried 
ashore, a victim to his sense of public duty. England lost 
in him a great military commander and a devoted servant 
to the State. He was ~dored by lijs soldiers, Native as 
well as European, and under his leadership they could and 
did achieve marvels. Jt is painful to read the expressions 
which Macalollay, in his Essay on Warren Hastings, thinks 
fit to use of so distinguished a soldier. Not content with 
saying of him that he ~as no longer the Coote of Wande
wash (the scene of his famous victory over the French 
general, Lally) and thus belittling his success at Porto Novo 
and Ami, he SPC;l ks of him in these words: 'Coote had no 
longer the bodily activity which he had shown in earlier 
days; nor was the vigour of his mind wholly unimpaired. 
He was capricious and fretful, and required much coaxing 
to keep him in good-humour. It must, we fear, be added 
that the love of money had grown upon him and that he 
thought more about his allowances, and less about hi:. 
duties, than might have been e:-..pected from so eminent 
a member of so noble a profession.' And a little further on 
he contrived to aim a common stroke against both 
Commander-in-Chief and Governor-General, by saying that 
Coote' on most questions concurred with Hastings, who did 
his best by assiduous courtship, and by readily granting the 
most exorbitant allowances, to gratify the strongest passions 
of the old solldier.' This, remember, of the two men who, 
the one by his statesmanship and moral courage, the other 
by hiS-high qualities in the field, saved the Carnatic, and 
with it British India! Verily it misht be supposed that 
the profession of an essayist is to defame his fellow-men. 
The imperfect account in the preceding plges of the 
struggle witi' Hyder Ali has been give1\ in the greater 

K 
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detail in order that .:;orne idea mdY be conveyed to the 
reader of the un surpassable courage, self-sacrifice, and 
devotion, whether In Council, in administration, or in 
operations by land and sea, \\!hich were exhibited by 
Hastings, by Coote, and by Hvghes. Compare their deeds, 
as narrated, \\ ith the imputations of baseness made by 
Macaulay tWas \Varren Hastings bent only on wheedling 
and bribing "hen, in im passioned terms, he ad jUt ed the 
veteran Commandcr-\n-Chief to leave his comparatively 
easy pcc t at Calcutta, and to stand furth in his own person 
.is the vindicator of the rights and honour of the British 
arms? \Vas Coote ~\\~yed only by love of m~ney, was he 
thinking only of <1110\\ ance", when 111 I esponse to the 
Govemor-Genelal\ appeal, he sail6.i at on,e fOl Madras to 
face a campaign of exceptional fatigue, waged against 
almost de~pclatc odds? \Vas he S0 failing in bodily activity 
when he marched a hundl ed and fifty miles under an Indian 
sun to effect a junction with Pearce's column, and thu~ 
baffle the movcmcnb of Tippoo? Or was he wanting in 
endurance when, not many hours after he had fallen uncon
.,cious in his tent, he pU<.,hed on in a palanquin to relieve 
Vellore? Was the mind impaired which planned and 
executed the brilltant tactics of Porto No\'o and Arni, which 
snatched victory fl um the e"'{tremc of peril and drove a 
host of mer befOle a handful? Does he stand before us at 
any moment thl ou~hout that terrible conflict as other than 
the intrepid and sagacious commander, ready to risk life 
and reputatlOn jf only he can serve his country's intererts, 
and maintain hi~ army's fame? But it seems that a soldier 
may be all this and may finally give up his last breath on 
behalf of the Slate, with the reward of being(described by 
a popular wdter as a failure in mind and body, and anxious 
only for exol bitant allowances. May not the words -.:J.uoted 
above be justly held FP a<; a sample of the want of fairness, 
as well as "ant' of accuracy, with wllich this essay was 
penned? Irat another was af least equ.'tlly slandered. Eyre 
ri'\i'\tl"'" <:'I'rvices ~·ilust ever rank among the grer;test rendered 



HYDER ALI 

to our country by any military man. Yet in doing justice 
to his exploits it must not be forgotten that to the Governor
General the conduct of the war, so difficult and so glorious, 
was due. It was his genius which irradiated and his 
tenacity which maintained tpe conflict. But for the Bengal 
Government, Coote might well have said, we coul d not go 
on for a week. And the Bengal Government was Warren 
Ha5tings. 



CHAPTER VI 

CHEIT SING 

CHEIT SING, Rajah of Denares, figured conspicuously in 
Burke's rhf>tr., k en the impeachment of Warren Hastings, 
and to this day his supposed wlOAgs 100m "large, it is 
believed, in the minds of all reaoers of Macaulay. To those, 
comparatively few at the plE'Sellt ~ime, ~ho study Burk~'s 
speeches, and to the much smaller numbel who chance to dip 
into the Article ... of Impeachment. it must appear that in 
the descriptions of wrong and <;poliation laid ,,0 vividly before 
them there is portrayed as an object fot theil sympathy one 
of the old hereditary princes of India, whose posItion wa" 
hallowed by antiquity. Hundred", perhap.s thousand", of 
English reader" have approached the subject in this belief, 
and have felt that they had good authority for so believing 
Yet there is something that borders on the grotesq ue in such 
an ilIusioti. Lest there should be any suggestion of exaggera
tion or unfairne')s in these word" we venture to borrow from 
the statement, as clear ali it is authoritative, of Sir Alfred 
Lyall in hi> Warren J-fastmgs. 

The grafldfather of Cheit Sing, with whom Hastings ~d 
to deal, was a "mall landholder who acquired some wealth 
and local influence during the troubled period of the Mogul 
Empire's dissolution, anc' who obtained the ti~le of Rajah 
for his son Bulwunt Sing. When the Vizier of Oude took 
possession of the country, Rajah Bulwunt Sing held dlnder 
him the lucrative office of farmer and collector of the revenue 
in Benares and Ghazlpur; and when those distdcts were • about to be b:ansfened by the Vizier to the English, the Rajah 
wrote offering to J:told them from the Calcutta.Govemment 
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on the same terms. Such independence as Bulwunt Sing 
managed to obtain he derived from the protection of the 
English, who were interested in strengthening and support
ing the possessor of lands ",hich ran along their north
western frontier, and interpqsed between their districts and 
very turbulent neighbours. Accordingly Cheit Sing, who 
!:>ucceeded his father, had received from the Vizier of Oude, 
through the intervention of Ha"tings himself, a formal grant 
confirming his tenure as zemindar or l~mdholder of the estate 
which had thus come into the hands of the family. The 
Benares Rajah was undoubtedly holding his lands on a 
mere zemil~aree gra~t from the Vizier of Oude, who levied 
heavy fines upon him, when the territory was ceded by the 
"izier to the Company-under a treaty which transferred, as 
between the two contracting parties, the sovereignty over 
the Benares dbtrict to the Company. The English Govern
ment settled the amount of the annual revenue, or !:>hare of 
the rent, to be paid u)Jon the whole estate, and continued 
the grant to Cheit Sing upon this :md othel stipulated con
dition<;, with a guarantee that the annual demand should not 
be increased. l So far Sir Alfred Lyall. But it was the 
annual demand, and not the occasional contribution, to which 
the guar:l.o.tee applied; and this difference of permanent 
and temporary liability on the part of Cheit Sing was the 
rock on which so many di!:>putants, at the time of the im
peachment and thereafter, have constantly split. The ordi
nary payment of the zemindar was 'lot to be altered, but 
jIst as in our own feudal system in mediaeval times, so in 
the customary relations between all Indian sovereigns and 
their tributaries, there was inherent in the nature of the tenure 
an obligatifill to aid the suzerain on occasions of exceptional 
danger and difficulty. This wa!:> the pOSition always openly 
avo~d by Warren Hastings, and consistently upheld by 
him; tii!:> was the ground on which.he defended his action 
in calling upon ,heit Sing, a vassal of the Company, to 
furnish additional men and tmoney for the Mahratta war; 

1 Lyall, pp. uS, 119. 120. 
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and this, it should be added, was the contention supported 
by Pitt in the House of Commons, when he said that the 
right (i. e. of levying a fine on the Rajah) had been exercised 
and acquiesced in, and was indisputably transferred, with 
the territory, to the Company .• 

But, it may be said, did not Pitt vote for impeachment 
on the Benares charge? Yes, he did so. to his great dis
credit with his own party at the time and to his condemna
tion, not unmixed \ViPl suspicion as to his motive, by an 
impartial posterity.! He excused his vote on the ground 
that though the ribht to fine could not be disputed, the 
amount levied was (as he thought fi{ to descri~e it) so un
precedented and oppressive that he could not defend it 
A pretence more elusive and incon,>!"tent on the part of tfle 
speaker, and more irreconcileable "ith the fact", was npvet 
made by any oratOl or "tatesman. Cheit Sing, beiore the 
tranfet of the territory, had been fined more than once by 
the Vizier of Oude, and on one occasion the fine levied and 
paid exceeded the amount of the sum demanded by the 
Governor-General. Nor can it be doubted that the whole of 
the requisitions might have been met by the Rajah, had he 
so chosen, witbout oppression or any real impoverishment. 
The statement of \Varren Hastings at the Rar of the 
Commons, thc speech of Thurlow in the Upper House, and 
the unanswerable array of fact" proved at the trial, secured 
a ready verdict of acquittal from the Lords on thb unfounded 
Article of r mp('achment. 

But let U.:;, a" the Scotch lawyers arC' accustomed to sew. 
condescend to particulars in this matter. The details are 
instructive. Macaulay, in his account of the Benares inci
dent, is just as inaccurate as he ~hows himself in ltis narrative 
of the Rohilla war and his story of N uncoomar's arrest and 
trial. He ~tart, ,dth the assumption, of course unpllOved, 
that Warren Ha~tings. was on the search for sofl\c one to 
despoil, and that he fixed on Cheit Sing as his immediate 
object. Maooulay »tates, quite truly, that the Rajah had 

I In connrmation.:>f this, see the note at the end of ftIe chapter. 
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already been required to pay five lacs of rupees and had 
done so; and had been further requisitioned for anothcr 
similar sum, in regard to which he was extremely tardy. 
But he then abandons fact for fiction, and asserts that 
, Hastings wa'> detcrmined to plunder Cheit Sing, and for 
that end to fasten a quarrel upon him. Accordingly the 
Rajah was now required to keep a body of cavalry for the 
service of the Government.' The statement, as it stands, 
with its innuendo, is absolutely unfounded. What happened 
about the cavalry was this. At a· consultation held on 
September 26, 1780, Sir Eyre Coote, as Commander in 
Chief, presented a pIal! for the defence of BengAl and cude • 
which he had sketched at the desire of the Board. As an 
iflVasion of Behar was-expected, Sir EYI c Coote proposed 
to station a large body of infantry in that province, togethel 
with two legiments of horse and one thousand or as many of 
Cheit Sing's cavalry as they could procu 1 c. The object of the 
plan suggested was to protect botl' the Engli~h provinces 
and the adjacent tributary and allied "tates flOm Mahratta 
~poliation) and it was only ju<,t that those "tates ~hould 
aid in the defence. This was the origin of the demand made 
on Cheit Sing for cavalry. It was not suggcsted by Warrcn 
Hastings, but by Eyre Coote, yet Macaulay fathers it on 
the Governor-General, with the addition that he askcd for 
the ~avalry in order to pick a quarrel and extOlt money. 
On the 2nd November fo11o\\ ing, the attention of thc Board 
was again called to the want of cavahy, and the Governor
venera I was requested to write to Cheit Sing for such as he 
could spare. In December, the Re,ident of Benarcs wrote 
to Warren Hastings that he had repeatedly ptessed the 
Rajah on .the subject of the cavalry, but could obtain no 
answer. The next month he wrote that the Rajah said he 
had.:;>nly thirteen hundred in his service, and that all but two 
hundred and fifty were absolutely necessary for collecting the • revenue. 

The truth is ttat Cheit ~ing at thb critit;al period, like 
many other v:lSSals at diyers times and p'laces, had begun to • 
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calculate on the chances of a change of masters. He knew 
the embarrassments of the English Government in the south 
of India; he knew that the French were at hand with ships 
and men; he knew that the N izam was hostile to us and 
the Mahrattas in arms on our confines. The events of 1857 
have read us a lcs~on for e\'er on the effect which any 
threatened lapse of English rule may have on the Native 
mind. Cheit Sing might have been expected to be faithful. 
He owed his original advancement to the personal influence 
of Wan-en Hastings; he had been-protected by the Calcutta 
Government, :lnd had received much, perhapb too much; 
consideration. All this was forgotterf ,\ hen the chance pre-

• sented itself that the English might be driven out, and that 
provinrc£ might be won in the geniral scramble. He w!s 
intriguing with the Mahrattas, a covert traitor to his alle
giance, ready to side with thc winning part~·. For this he 
had raised troOpb. and had accumulated treasure. But It 
was a dangerous game to play with a ruler bO resolute and 
so able as \Varren H<lstings, who knc\v everything through 
his secret service, and understood evcry .shift and turn of the 
Rajah's subterfuge. Before leaving Calcutta the Governor
General obtained credentials from the Council which, besides 
granting to him power to make treaties with any of the 
Chiefs or Power5 of Hindustan, abo invested him' with full 
power and authority to form such arrangements with the 
Rajah of Rcnares for the better government of thc zemin
dary, and to perform such acts for the improvement of the 
interest wh:ch the HonOlable Company possesses in it, as h(
shall think fit and consonant to the mutual reld.tion and 
actual engagement subsistiI'g between the Company and the 
Rajah'. It ib clear enou.;h that the days when th~ Governor
General was tied down and limited in his policy at every turn 
were now past. .. 

Warren Hastingb had placed Wheler who, now that the 
evil influence of Francis had been withdrawn, show~d him-

• self a loyal ~nd capable coll~ague, at the head of the 
administration during his own absence, and i~/ested him o 
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with full powers. He confided to Wheler that he had deter
minJd 1:0 fine Cheit Sing fifty lacs of rupees, as a just 
punishment for his contumacy. In this determination Wheler 
fully concurred. When the Governor-General arrived at 
Benares he transmitted to the Rajah a statement of his 
offences. He reminded him that the danger to which the 
Malwa column 1 had been exposed on it~ march had been 
due to his failure in paying the war subsidy of 1780 which 
he had covenanted to peet: 'Relfing on this agreement 
and promise I gave orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then 

/ re"ident at this pla~e, to receive money and to remit to 
Colonel C~rnac for the pay cf the army which had been 
ordered to march towards the Province of Malwa, and 
t made no other prov~sion for it, such was my confidence 
in your faith; but you deceived me, and after having made 
the fil st payment of a few rupees, either consulting the 
temper of the time", or conforming to a premeditated 
design, you by shift~ and pi etexts withheld the remainder 
until the army for who.<,e use it was intended was reduced 
to the last state of di.<,tress. Many hundreds deselted, and 
had an enemy at that time appeared against them their 
total destruction had been inevitable. In all this daily appli
cations were mad!" to you by the Re~ident, and I wrote 
repeated letters to you, but you paid 110 regard to either. 
. . . Be~ides this, I required, in the name of the Governor
General and Council by letter, and ordered Mr. Fowke to 
repeat the requisition in person, that you should furnish a 
qpdy of horse to assist and act with the armies of the Com
pany, and when Mr. Markham succeeded Mr. Fowke I gave 
him orders to repeat the demand, which he did accordingly 
with frequtnt and almost daily importunity, limiting the 
number to 1,500 and afterwards to 1,000. To this demand 
yl')U .. eturned evasive answers, nor to this hour have you 
contrib~ted a single horseman.' AQd the letter closes with 
an intimation th¥ the Govel nor-General well knew there , , 

1 This for<f had been sent by the Governor-General to effect 
a diversion, and thus relieve General Goddard. .. 
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were other matters behind: 'I pass over the instances of 
your conduct in which, through the means of your secret 
agents, you have endeavoured to excite disorder in the 
Government on which you depend, and your neglect of the 
duty which YOIl owe to it, and to the subjects of this zemin
dary by suffering the daily perpetration of robberies and 
murders, even in the streets of the city of Benares itself, to 
the great and public scandal of the English name, and in 
violation of one of the ,onditions 0\\ which you received the 
confirmation of this zcmindary. But as the two foregoing 
instances amount to a direct charg. of disaffection and 
infidelity to the Government on which you ~pend, and 
happened at a time in which it was your duty most es
pecially to have exerted yourself ~n the support of it·s 
interests, I have therefore judged it proper to state them 
to you thus fully in writing, and to require your ano,wer to 
them, and this I expect imm( diately.' I 

To the'le charges the Rajah replied that he obeyed tht: 
orders' with the utmost readiness .... I sent first one lac of 
rupees with an answer to your letter. Afterwards, having 
paid to Mr. Fowke the sum of one lac and seventy thousand 
rupees, I sent a letter requesting a further allowance of time 
to make some preparations. To this I received no reply. 
It being no time to delay, noh, ith"tanding this I was not 
a moment inattentive to this concern, and ;1" soon as my 
Buxey an ived I paid immediately the remaining part of the 
sum. The remitting of this to the army did not depend 
upon me; if any delay happened on this head I c0uld ni't 
help it. If, besides the payment of the money, the remit
tance of it \.0 the army had rested with me, a delay of this 
kind should not have happened.' 2 The answtr, ~ys Mr. 
Forrest, was false in all its part~. He did not pay the first 
lac until August 5, 1780, though the dem::!.nd was m~e in 
the end of June, and then he refused to pay any fu~er sum 
until he had got an answer to a letter be had written to , . 

1 For thiS letter, see State Papers, Vol. III, pp. 782-3. 
2 Sla# Pape"', Vol. III, p. 785. 



CHEIT SING 139 

Hastings requiring further time to dispose of his effects. To 
this representation the Rajah said he received no reply, 
though a reply was immediately sent strongly expressive of 
the Board's displeasure at his excuses, which they said they 
knew to be futile. This expression of displeasure did not 
hasten the payment, which was not finally made until October 
18, 1780, although the Rajah promised it in the month of 
July. As to the cavalry, Cheit Sing affirmed that he col
lected five hundred horSl!s, but that <he received no informa
tion as to where they should be sent. 'I remained astonished.' 
This answer was just\f described by'Vanen Hastings as not 
only unsat;sfaetory in substance, but offensive in style. It 
~'as an indication of the spirit of revolt which Cheit Sing 
had for some time cherrshed. 'Under these alarming appear
ances of the Rajah's conduct and disposition,' wrote the 
Governor-General to the Council, 'I conceived myself in
dispensably obliged to form some immediate and decisive 
plan for obviating their consequences, ;lnd for the preserva
tion of the Company's rights and interests in this zemindary. 
To have left him in the full exercise of powers which he had 
notoriously abused, and which it was to be apprehended he 
would employ to the most dangerous purposes, was totally 
inconsistent with the maxims of justice and prudence. To 
divest him entirely of the zemindary, though justifiable on 
the grounds stated above, would be attended with an appear
ance of severity, and might have furnished grounds for con
!:otruction unfavourable to the credit of our Government and 
ttl my own reputation.' After weighing the whole case, the 
Governor-General ordered the Resident to put Cheit Sing 
under arrest in his palace, and he s{ nt tl\"O companies of the 
sepoys he had brought with him to Renares to mount guard 
on that building. Unfortunately they were sent without 
amrr~.mition. A large body of armed men from the fortress 
of Rantnagar crossed the river s14ddenly and massacred 
the whole party.' Cheit Sing escaped to his fortress of 
Luteefgarh, and never agaln entered Benates. Warren 
Hastings fo' a shurt tlme was in imminellt peril, but severat 
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battalions marched up to his relief, and he was safely con
veyed to Chunal/ where he can-ied on the business of 
Government, and negotiated treaties with the Mahrattas, 
in unruffled serenity. 

But he had been none the less impressed by the scenes 
he had gone through, and he wrote to his colleagues: 'My 
regrets for the past are perlional. I shall ever retain the 
painful remembrance of that scene of blood of which I have 
been too near a spect..1.tor, and wq.ich no future return of 
prosperity can ever efface from my mind, but in the prospect 
before me I think that I have every reason to expect the 
happiest t:::rrlliUdlion of it 111 the extension of thq power and 
influence of the Company, and that the past example 
may contribute to the permanency of both by prompting 
us to guard again<,t the !'ecret growth of the like evil which 
has produced it.'2 On August 27, 1781, he had written, 
inter alta: 'The Rajah'" forcE'S are diviJc.d between Ram
nagar and Luteefgarh. His fixed establishment exceeds 
10,000 men, and all his recruib bear arms. Majol Popham 
is encamped on the plain east of the fort. I expec..t to be 
joined by a regiment from Ca\vnpore which are ordered for 
my guard at Lucknow. Lieutenant Polhill, with six com
panies of the Nabob'" guald, are at hand, and Major Moses 
Crawford's battalions. My only distress is the want of 
money, and is great.'·1 The GovernOl-Gf'nc:ral was de
livered fom all difficulties by the victolious advance of his 
officers. Captain Blair totally defeated a force of some 4,000 

of the Rajah's best men, capturing gun" .-lnd tumLrils; a~ 
Major Popham carried the two fortresses of Lutteefpoor and 
Pateeta by ~ome brilliant operations. The whole zemindary 
fell 1nto our hands, and Cheit Sing, \\ ho might hj.ve retained 
the estate and the rule if he had submitted quietly, found 
himself a fugitive and exile, with no one to thank bUllrhim
self for the fals'~hood a,rtd contumacy which had c'Wlsed his 
ruin. 

l , 
1 A fort situated on a hIgh rock above the Ganges. 
2 State Paper .. , Vol. III, p. 798. I Ibld.,'-p.784. 
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On September 1,5, 1781 , Warren Hastings returned to 
Benares, where he found the city re~tored to a state of order 
and tranquillity.} He issued proclamations offering pardon 
to all except Cheit Sing and his brother, 'whom their late 
rebellious conduct and their rancour manifested to our 
nation in the deliberate murder of many of our soldiers, 
and even unarmed passengers who had the misfortune to 
fall into their hands, precluded from every title of mercy: 2 

A grandson of Rajah llulwunt Siltg' by a daughter was 
proclaimed Rajah with great form and ~olemnity. The 
Governor-General also took steps for the protection of the • persons an<l property of the inhabitant:. of the sacred city. 
When the sovereignty of Benares was ceded to the Company 
tfle superintendence of !he police was formally made over by 
the English to Cheit Sing, but the an angement had proved 
a disastrous failure. 'From thi~ period,' wrote Warren 
Hastings, 'the appearance of public justice was gradually 
effaced till at last, without any system of police, any courts 
of judicature, or any awe of the sovereign power, the in
habitants of Benares were guilty of enormities and crimes 
which reflected the greate'>t disgrace. on the Government to 
which they were subjects. The relation,; and dependants 
of the Rajah, or the merchants whose credit was u~eful in 
the payment of his revenue, might violate the rights of their 
fellow ·citizens with impunity, and the sacred character of 
a Brahmin or the high rank of the offender were con~ 

~iderations which stamped a pardon on the most flagitious 
C1iimes.' 3 

To remedy this scandalous state of thing", Warren Hast~ 
ings established distinct departments for the police and for 
the civil ani criminal jurisdiction of the city, and placed 
them under the regulation and control of a chief magistrate 
who 1ras subject to the immediate orders of the Governor
General.and Council. The person. chosen by him to fill 
this office was a ~ahomedan, Ali Ibrahim Khan, 'a man 

I Slate Papers, Il'trod., p. lxvt 2 IbId., Vol.·IIl, p. 806. 
S Ibid., p. 5 I 5. 
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who has long been personally known to myself and, I believe, 
to many individuals of our Government, and whose character 
for moderation, disinterestedness, and good sense will beal 
the tests of the strictest enquiry.' 1 Regarding the measures 
which the Governor-General had taken for the better ad
ministration of the city of Benares, his colleagues expressed 
their wal mest approval in the following terms: 'Your 
guarded attention to the ,>ecurity and convenience of the 
pilgrims, and your abolition of tho~e taxes and embarrass
ments which have glovvn against them from the rapacity 
of a corrupt Govelllment. are peculiarly to your credit.' 
Thpy added: 'r:::Vl.Il in a political vi~w your ar[angemenb 
upon the subject are interesting, and may lead to the 
most important consequences. Ab: Hindustan, from th~ 
sourcps of the Ganges to Cape Comorin, i~ interested in 
the happy regulation of the police of Benares, and the 
unpolluted tranqUIllity of its colleges. The leadil.g Ma h
rattas with whom \\e ale at war ale strongly attached to 
this supposed residence of the purity of their 1 elig-ion. From 
these considdatiom we beg leave to suggest to you whether 
it would not be ploper to publish in the different languages 
of India the regulations you have adopted. A very short 
time will spread them all ovel Hindu~tan, which, with the 
reports of the pilgrims upon thcll return, cannot but impre~<; 
the nati\es with the mild liberality and attel1tion of our 
Government. FV(1) dmong the di{fclcnt tld.tions of Europe 
whose learned enquiries have been of late particularly 
directed to the religious antiquities and early knowledge "f 
the sciences in this country, it will be matter of satisfaction 
and admiration and of consequent credit to our Government 
that Benares, in which you were So dangerowi,ly exposed, 
should remain so deeply indebt~d to your careful r~ulation 
and protection.' 2 

It might be curious{ and perhaps instructive, if flny who 
read what was thus said in appreciatiq'1 of the deeds of 
Warren Hastings at Benares by the men who were on the 

) State Paptf!., Vol. III, p. 816. R Ibid~ p, 820. 
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spot, by those who knew the persons involved in the trans
actions, and the facts as they occurred at the time, would 
place the above testimony side by side with the furious 
rhetoric which was poured out by Burke on the Impeach
ment. The fundamental error of the orator, which vitiated 
the whole of his argument, was that. he heated Cheit Sing 
as an independent prince, who had been unjustly compelled 
to pay five lacs of rupees for three years consecutively, 
to raise and equip trooJ?s for a Wif in which he had 110 

concern, and who had been finally put under arre"t and 
fined fifty lacs of rupees for contumacy, because he did not 

~ 

at once co~ply with these exactions. Now the simple 
answer to all BUlke's elaboration of statement is that the 
itcts of the case arc th~ other way. So far from being an 
independent prince, Cheit Sing had been a vassal of the 
Vizier of Oude, liable to requisition and fine, in addition to 
his annual rent, and when the Vizier transferred Benares by 
treaty to the English rule, the Rajah, with all his dues and 
liabilities, was transferred with it. But more than that: 
the Bengal Government proceeded, after the transfer, to 
renew the grant of the lemindary to the Rajah, and the 
deeds of grant are in existence and tell their own tale. 
They are in the ordlOary form of zemindary grants, and do 
not in any ::.entence suggest ,,0 much as a hint of any in
dependence on the part of the Rajah. He was simply 
a zemindar of the Company, and liable to contribute to its 
necessities in times of urgent need. There never was a time 
oi more urgent need than that when troops and money 
were requisitioned from Chcit Sing.1 No doubt the fine was 
heavy, but the treasure found in his fortresses, and the 
amount of ,gold and silver which he was known to have 
carried off with him, proved that he could have paid the 
itmollnt demanded and have still been a wealthy man. In 
enforciJW these demands, says Mr ... Forrest, Hastings was 
actuated by no pe;:sonal or malicious motives, but was com
pelled by the pressing exigel\cies of the hour i!nd the desire 

, Stale Papers, Introd.) p. lx~i. 
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to save India to Great Britain. ' I had no other view in it,' 
he said, 'than that or relieving the necessities of the 
Company by an act which I considered to be strictly 
just.'l 

The 'happiest termination', which he himself had fore
seen, undoubtedly came to pass. Law and order were 
established, and justice was permanently organized, in the 
city of Benares. The sanctity of the Hindoo religion, in its 
ancient seat, was secures!. It was in return for these benefits 
that the inhabitants ereded a tempie in honour of Warren 
Hastings, as their protectol and benefactor. When this 
fact was menti()ned during thp proceedings in .~upport of 
the impe4Chment, Burke replied that he believed the Hindoos 
built temples to the deities of sma\lpox and murder, anfi 
that he would not di"pute the claim of MI Hastings to be 
admitted to such a pantheon. Macaulay speak; of'this 
'utterance as a surprisingly fine example of parliamentary 
oratory. It is possible that a mOle lmparti,tl ta'>te may 
differ from such a conclusion. 

It was on May 21, 1781, that the Governor-General 
proposed to the Council that he should vio,it Oude in 
order to have an interview With the Nawab, whose province 
had fallen into a state of great disordel and confusion. He 
also stated that he hoped to take advantage of his visit to 
Oude to conclude negotiationc; with the RaJd.h of Benares. 
The statement that he then made to the Council does not 
suggest that he in any way anticipated the disturbances 
that arose at Benares, and it was probably believed that '\11 
would pao,s off quietly. Sir Alfred Lyall seems to throw 
the whole b!ame of the disaster on Wanen Hastings, and 
if it is meant that it would have been more pru~ent to take 
greater precautions, such as becuring the presence of a much 
more powerful force before proceeding to place the ~ajah 
under arrest, few readers (having of course the advantage of 
forming an opinIon after the event) will be found fa differ . • But if more ~ meant, if it is p:oposed to infer that a rebel-

\. Wale Papers, Introd., p. lXlx. 
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lious outbreak. largely supported from outside, was due to 
the action of the Governor-General, a great mistake is made. 
It must be obvious to all who look closely into the matter 
that Cheit Sing had a plot against the I):nglish rule' ready 
to his hand, that he was counting on help in his design, 
and that the bomb would have burst sooner or later, at the 
more or less favourable opportunity. It burst prematU{ely 
on the artest Qf the Rajah, but f,)r ~hat it is unfair to blame 
Warreti Hastings, and it is not only oofa,ir but unhistorical. 
The outside help came from the Begum~ of Oude and their 
~reatures, and it is to them that attention must now be 
turned. l 

• Macaulay strongly cens.res the condu.ct o( Pitt in d~aJing with 
the Benares charge, J:le ,J}arrates how Pitt maint'ained'in hi~ !lpet:Ch' 
on Fox':) motion that. the < Governor,General was Justified in caltmg' 
on the Rajah for pecuniary aasistance, and in imposing a fine when 
that assistance was contumaciously withheld. He also thought that 
the conduct of the Governor-General during the msurrcction had 
been distinguished by ability and presence of mind. He censured, 
with great bitterness, the conduct of Francis, both in India and in 
Parliament, as most dishonest and malignant. The necessary infer
ence from Pitt's arguments seemed to be thal Hastings ought to 
be honourably acquitted, and both the friends and opponents of the 
Minister expected from him a declaration to that effect. To the 
astonishment of all partle~, he concluded by saying that, though 
he thought It right in Hastings to fine Chelt Sing for contumacy, 
yet the amount of the fine was too great for the occasIOn. On this 
ground, and on this ground alone, did Mr. Pitt, applauding every 
other part of the conduct of Hastings with tegard to Benares, declare 
that he should vote for Mr. Fox's motion. 
~e House was thunderstruck; and it well might be so. If 

Mr. Pitt's view of the case of Cheit Sing were correct, there was 
no ground for an impeachment, or even fr,r a vote of censure. We 
can see, we th~nk, in what way a man of sense and honour might 
have been induced to take any course respecting Hastings, except 
the course which Mr. Pitt took. With great diffidence, we give it 
as our ~pinion that the most correct course would have been to 
impeach o~ the RohiJIa charge, and to ac.qu~t on the Benares charge. 
Had the Benares char$e appeared to us in the same light in which 
it appeared to Mr. Pia, we shoul~ wi.hout hesitatiolll have voted 
for acquittal on that charge. The one course which it IS inconceivable 
that any man of'a t~llth part of Mr. Pitt's abilitie/can have honestlv 

L 
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taken was the course which he took. He acquitted Hastings on the 
Rohilla charge. He softenee down the Benares charge till it became 
no charge at all; and then he pronounced that it contained matter 
of impeachment. 

The general astonishment was the greater, because, only twenty
four hours before, the members on whom the Minister could depend 
had received the usual notes from the Treasury, begging them to 
be in their places and to vote against Mr. Fox's motion. It was 
asserted by Mr. Hastings that, early on the morning of the very day 
on which the debate took place, Dundas called on Pitt, woke him, 
and was closeted wIth hu.l many hours. The result of this conference 
was a determmation to gIve up the late Governor-General to the 
vengeance of the Oppnsitlon. It was impossible even for the most 
powf'rfnl :1ir.btCi tv carry .lll his followcrrs with hIm in so strange 
a course. Several person~ hirh In offire, the Attorney-General, 
Mr. Grenville, and Lord Mulgra~e, dl\lded agamst Mr. Pitt. But 
the devoted adherents who stood by ~le head of the C;overnm~nt 
1"lthvut askmg que,tlOns, were sufficIently numerous to turn the 
scale. That good and great man, Mr. \VIlberforce, often relat"d 
the event,; of thIs remarkclble mght. He dec en bed the amazement 
of the House, and the blttel reflections whIch were mutterca ag:tinst the 
PrIme Minister by some of the habltu.ll supporters of the Government. 
Mr. Wilberforce, we are bound to add, fully beheved that hIs fnend 
was sincere, and th.lt the suspicIOns to whirh this Iny~tenous affaIr 
gave rise nerf' altogether unfounded. 

Those suspicIOns, indeed, were huch as It is painful to mention. 
The friends of Hastings, most of whom, It is to be observed, generally 
supported the admmistration, affirmed that the motIve of Pitt and 
Dundas was Jealousy. Hastmgs was personally a favourite WIth the 
Kmg. He was the Idol of the :Ca~t India Company and of its 
servants. If he \\ere absolved by the ComhlOns, seated among the 
Lords, admitted to the Board of Control, closely allied with the 
strong-r'linded and imperious Thurlow, was It not almost certam 
that he would soon draw to hImself the entIre management of EaStern 
affairs? Was it not pOhsible that he mIght become a formidable 
rival in the Cabinet? If the Commons impeached Hastmgs all 
danger was at an end. The proceedings, however they might terminate, 
would probably last some years. Such were the mC'tives attributed 
by a great part of the publJc to the young MinIster, whose ruling 
passion was generally believed to be avarice of power.-See ~ssay. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE BEGUMS 

WIlEN the former Vizier of Oude, Sujah-ul-Dowla, so 
prominent in the story o~the RohilhwWar, came to die, he 
left behind him treasure, as was believed, to the amount of 
£ 2,000,000. But he also left heavy debts, including his • obligations t .. the Government at Calcutta, and also a large 
amount of pay due to his army. The treasure which, 
ac~ording to one accou~ afterwards given, had been ac
cumulated by the late Vizier for use in some possible 
emergency, had been deposited in the vaults of the zenana 
at Fyzabad. I t is clear that this money really belonged 
to the State, and even supposing that there were other 
claims that might be advanced, it is certain that the first 
use to which it should have been applied was to discharge 
public obligations. But here the Begums came in. They 
were residents in and mistresses of the zenana, and were in 
practical possession of the treasure. These two princesses, 
one the mother, the other the widow, of the late Vizier, 
asserted that he had made a will in their favour and 
that the whole of the large sum in question was their ex
clusive property. It must be observed that never, at any 
staf§e of a dispute that was prolonged for years, and that 
led to much violent contention, was this will produced. 
N either of these ladies, it may be safely asserted, had any 
legal grounde for their claim. By the Mahomedan law 
the widow would have been entitled to one-eighth of 
the re&idue after the debts had been paid, and the grand
mother (a~ any rate during the life oj the widow) had no 
claim to inheritanc,. But the Begums had on their side 
the fact of possession, made aIr the stronger by41the imme
morial custo~of the East, which regards a i?rcible invasion 
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of the zenana as an act not to be contemplated. Asaph. 
ul-Dowla, the new Vizier, a weak, irresolute man under 
any circumstances, was mortally afraid of his mother; 
she, on her part, is reported to have said to the English 
Resident on one occasion, that she would throw the whole 
treasure into the river rather than allow her son to share it; 
and on another that if he (the Resident) would only stand 
on one side quietly, she would soon drive the Nawab (her 
son) with his minister0 and troops into the stream. Nor was 
the boast altogether empty, for the Begums maintained an 
armed force of several thousand men. commanded by their 
two chief eunuchs, and they governed ex+ensive fiefs, 
independent of their sovereign. This was the amiable and 
helplc,<,s Jady whom Sheridan, in hi., [amou,', speech, de
~ribed pathetically as an outraged parent, declaring that 
Warren Ha,',ting., had placed a dagger in the hdnds of her 
son, and made him point it against the bo~om ')[ hi!. own 
mother! 

Asaph-ul-Do\vla was the more pressed for money because 
the settlement made with him at the death of hi~ father, 
made by the hostile majority of the Council in the teeth 
of strong protests by the Governor-General, had largely 
added to his liabilities. Francis and his abettors had 
incre<.sed the hire of the English troops, and at the same 
time had deprived the Vizier of the means of paying for 
them. This was one of the inconceivably rash steps which 
the triumvirate took soon after their arrival from England. 
In October, 1775, Asaph-ul-Dowla, hard pressed at Q'lCe 
both by the Company and by his army, commenced a 
negotiation with the Begums through Mr. Bristow, then 
the Resident in place of Mr. Middleton. Mr.,Bristow, after 
informing the Board that neither the zemindars nor the 
ryots would pay their rents, wrote as follows: 'To tadd to 
this unfortunate circl1.mstance, the Nawab has not yet been 
able to obtain any money from the Be{!um. Immediately 
on his retu~n from Fyzabad' he stated his distresses to me, 
and begged of 'lone to use my endeavours t<1 persuade the 
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Begum to assist him. I wished to have declined complying 
with his Excellency's request, especially after he had 
indirectly objected to my having any correspondence with 
her, but being sensible of his necessities I consented upon 
the condition of his not expecting of me to use any violent 
means. I accordingly went to Fyzabad and explained par
ticularly in writing to the Begum how impossible it was 
for the Nawab to conduct his Government without her 
assistance, and likewise insinuated t~ her that she could 
not complain of him, for he had granted her an additional 
jagir of four lacs a year for the sums he had already bor
rowed of he~ and treated her with great respect. I further 
insinuated to her that the treasures she possessed wert::: the 
tr~asures of the State, a~ she had not succeeded to them by 
any legal right, and they had been hoarded up to provide 
against an emergency. That that emergency was arrived, 
and I recommended it to her to spare his Excellency the 
sum of fifty lacs as a donation. If this did not please her, 
to let the trea,>ure be divided according to the laws of the 
Koran, or else grant him a loan, and that I could engage for 
the repayment of it.' 1 

It may be observed here, parenthetically, that the com
munication quoted from above was made, not by any 
trusted adherent of lhe Governor-General, but by the chosen 
agent of that majority in the Council who had superseded 
Mr. Middleton because he had been nominated by Warren 
Hastings and was known to enjoy his confidence. The 
wijple proceedings were at this time under the direction 
of the triumvirate who must be held responsible for them, 
and it was their man, Mr. Bristow, nominated to carry out 
their policy,. who stated that the treasure was a State 
treasure, laid up for an emergency, and demandable by 
thf! State authority. But when, a few years after, Mr. 
Middletop, then restored to the Residency, under the direc
tion of the GoverI1or-General, dema~ded that the Begums 
should hand over, not the Wholf' of the trea.ure, but so 

1 Stale Papers, Vol. 11, p. 439 .• 
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much thereof as would defray the debt due to the Calcutta 
Government, the charge is made that it is a criminal 
spoliation, a robbery of two helpless women. 

'After much persuasion,' says Mr. Bristow, 'the Begum 
agreed to pay the Nawab twelve lacs of rupees on condition 
that the Company secured to her the possession of her 
jagir., for life, and that the Nawab did not interfere with 
her on any account. I excused myself because of the 
insufficiency of the ~um, but o~~red to comply with her 
terms in case of her granting fifty lacs. This I had autho
rity for from the Nawab, who, on de<;iring me to undertake 
thf' nf"g')ti~ti011, 1 epeatedly and C'arnestly e(:'pressed his 
desire not to use any violence. And in order to prove 
it, he said he would submit to. the Company's bei'ng 
medi;Jtor of all differences between him and the Begum; 
but it was hard, when reduced to such distr("s~. that hi" 
mother should u:.elessly keep up immense treasL'rie<;.' It 
was finally agreed between the N awab and the Begum 
that in consideration of his receiving thirty lacs (in addi
tion to the sum he had already received) on account of his 
patrimony he gave the Begum a full acquittal as to the 
rest, and secured her jagir:. to her without interference for 
life. Bristow was guarantee to this treaty on the part of 
the Company. The impolicy of the agreement, ~ays Mr. 
Forrest, was apparent, but the Governor-General and 
Council sanctioncc1 it heCRtlSf', as they intol med the Directors, 
the urgency of the case required it. l 

But the Begum, as might have been expected, wa'> sqpn 
dissatisfied. She wrote in the following December com
plaining that whereas it had been agreed that she should 
liquidate eleven lacs of the amount by giving goods, 
elephants and camels, and had trusted to Mr. Bristow, as 
a party to the agreement, to see that it was carr~d out 
in a proper manner, the goods nevertheless had been • valued at one fourth 'of their intrinsic worth, and how was 
she to ma~"! up the differen.:e? She appealed to Warren 

I State PCf/Jers, Introd., p.lxxj Ibid., Vol. II'p. 439. 
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Hastings to help her,and he, who has been perpetually painted 
as the robber and oppressor of these ladies, wrote, in a 
Minute pe prepared upon this letter, as follows: 'AlI my 
present wish is that the orders of tne Board may be such 
as may obviate or remove the discredit which the English 
name may suffer by the exercise or even the appearance 
of oppression on a person of the Begum's rank, character, 
and sex. Had the Nawab chosen to make use of the 
means with which his own power alone supplied him to 
exact money from the -Begum, his· mother, this Govern
ment would have wanted a pretext to interfere in her 
behalf. But as the r~presentative of our Government has 
become an- agent in this bu"iness, and has pledged the 
bonour and faith of the Company for the punctual ob
servance of the conditrons under which it was concluded, 
we have a right to interfere, and justice demands it, if it 
shall appear that those engagements have been violated, 
and an injury offered to the Begum under the cover of the 
authority by which they were contracted. T am therefore 
of opinion and recommend that a lettcr be written by the 
Board to Mr. Bristow commancling him to remonstrate 
with the N awab against the seizurc of the goods as his 
own original property, "hich he received from his mother 
in payment of the eleven lacs stipulated to be so made, 
to insist on the Nawab's receiving them in payment, and 
that he either admit of the valuation which she put upon 
them, or that he allow them to be approved by persons 
appointed for that purpose by both parties.' 1 But the 
~ajority of the Council, then responsible for all public 
acts, either did not take so favourable a view of the 
Begum's cause, or else were resolved to oppose everything 
recommen~ed by the Governor-General, and ordered that 
the letter should be sent to the Resident and an explana--don demanded. Monson observed, truly enough: 'She 
should-be informed of the sums o. money the late Nawab 
owed this Govefnment by.treaty for services performed, 

1 State Papers, Vol. ll, p. 471. 
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and which were not liquidated at his death; that she 
received the advantages of the Rohilla conquest, the plunder 
of those countries being deposited vvith her; as she suc
ceeded therefore to all the Nawab's wealth, it is just that 
she should discharge the demands due for those services. 
by which she is the principal gainer. The Vizier's estate 
has not been divided according to the usual custom of 
Mahomedan princes.' I J u~t so. But why, when Warren 
Hastings subsequently demanded from the treasure in the 
Begum's hands payment of the rtloney due to the English 
Government, was it called spoliation and robbery? In 
January, 1776, Mr. Bristow wrote t-:> the Board that the 
complaints of the Begum were unfounded. "According 
to the Koran and the usages of the country the N awal.> , 
could claim an infinitely greater share than he has got.' 
He added: 'The Begum had great influence in the late 
Vizier's time. On the Nawab Asolph's-vl-Dowla's acces
sion he at once placed the whole management in the hands 
of Murtezah Khan, which disgL~ted both her and her 
adherents, particularly her eunuchs who had their views 
in keeping the wealth in the Begum's possession. The 
principal, Behar Ali Khan, enjoys her entire confidence.' 2 

In order that the Board should have a knowledge of • the 
Begum's sentiments at the prebent juncture and of her 
temper, he enclosed the last letter he had received from 
that termagant lady, containing threats against her son 
and his .\iinbter. This may be taken as ending the first 
part of the Begum history. 

But during the five following years the Governor-General 
was much disturbed by the worsening condition of the 
Oude government. He strongly remonbtrated with the 
Nawab on hib extravagance, the impolicy of his conduct, 
and earnestly advised him to dismiss from his presenc:r the 
worthless favourites with whom he was surrounded. To 
enforce this advice he ,?lainly told him: 'The English, if 
you do not follow it must br~ak off th~lr connexion with 

f-
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yeu altogether: This was the state of affairs in 1781 
when the Governor-General announced to the Council his 
intention to visit Ottilie, with the view of restoring to that 
territory a better administration of government and a better 
state of finance: The outbreak at Benares caused him to 
be detained at Chunar, and while he was there the Vizier 
visited him, and a long negotiation took place between 
them. It was a difficult moment for both. The Indian 
Government was in great distress for money. There were 
several armies in the field, and the demands for supply 
were various and immediate. The entire expense of all 
military operations fdlll on the treasury of Bengal, and the 
treasury of Bengal was empty. Heavy loans had been 
oontra"cted, the credit oj Government was low, and Warren 
Hasting~, as was indeed his imperative duty, looked to the 
chief debtor of the Company for relief. The Vizier of 
Oude owed the Compa.ny the very large sum of a crare 
and a half of rupees, and of course the Governor-General 
pressed for the money. The Vizier on his side protested 
that his funds were exhausted. The Governor-General 
knew that this was true; and knew also that it was so 
owing pa11ly to the unfair treatment the Vizier had received 
from the triumvirate in preceding years, and pal11y to the 
conduct, narrated above, of his mother. Warren Hastings' 
feelings towards that lady, whom he had formerly en
deavoured to befriend, were necessarily changed when he 
discovered that ~he, in concert with the older Begum, was 
actually engaged in stirring up insurrection against him. 
The kn9wledge of the Begum's complicity in the Benares 
outbreak reached the Governor-General, as will presently 
be conclusively shown, before he settled the terms of a • treaty with the Vizier, and of course that knowledge 
coloUJed the negotiations. 

Let us see what the terms were. As it was absolutely 
necessary, if any real improvement ~as to be made in his 
finances, that the- Vi/jer sheuld be enabled.to liquidate 
his existin~debts, the first article of th~ treaty provided 
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that the English force in Oude should be reduced to one 
brigade, and that the English officers who had been ap
pointed to the Vizier's corps should be withdrawn. The 
Nawab on his part consented to separate his public from 
his private expenses; to fix the amount of the latter; to 
reform hi~ army; to entru~t the public treasury to hi~ 

Minister under the inspection of the British Resident. 
The second article stipulated: 'That as great distre~s has 
arisen to the Nawab's Government from the military 
power and dominion \ assumed by the jagirdars,l he be 
permitted to resume such as he may find necessary, with 
a reserve that :111 £uch fur the amoU.lt ot whose jagirs the 
Company are guarantee" ~hall, in ca.."e of the' re~umption 
of their lands, be paid the amount of their net col1'cctio~s 
through the Resident in ready money.' The article stated 
that the resumption of the jagirs should be general anJ 
\Vanen Ha~ting~ pres~ed on the Vi7icl the Jlece~sity of 
resuming those held by his worthle~:, favourites. The 
Nawab was only anxious to resume those held by his 
mother; but this Warren Hastings jl1~tly and ..,trenuou'ily 
opposed, and a vast number of jagil <; were resumed. In 
this the Governor-General followed his usual wise and 
equitable policy. 

But concerning the resumption of the Begum's jagir~ 

(which they had u~ed to levy troops and oppose their 
Sovereign',) rule, as well, of late, as to ~upport lebellion 
in Benares) Warren Ha~ting" was fiercely attacked on the 
ground that the Bengal Council had guaranteed the Begulll's 
possession. Two answers were given to this contention; 
and both seem conclu~ive. Lord Thurlow ~aid in the 
House of Lords, when speaking on the matter, '/,hc subjects 
of the first country in the world are obliged on all public 
occasions to dispose of their property for an equi¥alent 
when the public good lequires such a sacrifice; and in 
this case the experience of many years has pr~ved the 
necessity of .. the mea~ure.' But Warren' Hastings gave the 

1 Powerful nobles. with great fiefs, and bands of ar~d retainers. 
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more direct reply that when he consented to the resumption 
of the jagirs he was, from intelligence which had reached 
him, convinced of the Begum's disaffection. 'It was not 
my opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the 
country, that she and her ministers aided and supported 
Cheit Sing in his rebellion.' He referred to the affidavits 
which had been put in evidence, as proof of this widespread 
rumour. It has been objected that these affidavits must 
have been taken after .the resumpt~on had been agreed on; 
but this does not touch the real point. On the 8th 
September, Colonel Hannay wrote from Fyzabad to the 
Governor-Veneral: '''This town has more the appearance 
of belonging to Cheit Sing than the Vizier. The Begums 
'have • placed guards t.:> prevent any of my people going 
to the bazaar in it. Within these few days Sheik Chaan, 
with near 1,000 horse and foot, has marched from hence 
to Benares (they were raised here), and I must confess for 
my own part I have no doubt but Jowar Ali Khan and 
BahaJ Ali Khan,l through their agents, stirred up all the 
disturbances which extend from hence to Zowey Azimgur.'2 
This letter was written cleven day·; before the treaty of 
Chunar was signed. 

In another letter written immediately afterwards, Colonel 
Hannay says: 'I have before told you how violently the 
Begum's people inflame the present disturbances, and in 
addition to this the principal Zemindar~ and Rajahs have 
all certificates under the seal of Cheit Sing that he will 
jupply them with whatever money they may require for 
subsisting all the troops they can raise. In a very short 
time I apprehend the greatest part of the Nawab's dominions 
will be in .he state we are in here, and it is the general be
lief of every man in this part of the country that the conduct 
I ha.ve related is a concerted plan for the extirpation of the 
Englis~ .... Should the present disturbances proceed from 
a plan of policY,.it will be concealed from you as much as 

1 The two chief :unuchs of the BegUlts. 
!I StcJle P.7pers, Vol. III, p. 100,. 


