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JF THERE WERE' ANOttfER ' MUTINY. 
By MR. A. :r FRASER BLAIR, ~ITO~ o~ l'~E Empi1'f.\. 

I must apologize ill the first place for th'e tl!teness ot the 
remark ~tbat the British I Empire ili India is the stningest I 

tlring in the world .• There hafi never, . we belie,"e, bee anythi g .. 
quite like It before and, we imagine, thal'e will ne,er be anythii).c? 

• . .. C\ 

• like it a.~~in. H~w, it ever came, into eXIstence is a:)tc>n' hing . 
• -How it h!1s manageci to exi t SQ long is ~ till mOl'EloOO. There' are, 

.a,~ ail the-texi- ooks info 'm us, 300 millions of people il ., Inrli<~, 
wtl.O are governed by a few thous~nd "foreigner, whose own , . . ...'" 
ho'fnes are 'at, the oth~l' end of creatlOn. ,These for Igners (;ome 
to this co'untry in the flower of tlPeir youth; if they survive' the 
first five y~irs they spend i~ it the best J arB of their mauhooel; , 
and in ' rune c~ses out of ten they are out of it anel away 1011g • 
before olel age has set in. WlIile they are here tuey tako 
practically 110 interest in the people of the country, unl~s they 
happen to' be magistrates or polrcemen, and -even· the~l "their 
'il1teres~ is apt to be of a cold, official kind. They sh\lt them
selves up in a ring fence of social exclusiveness, and think it 
'bad form even to Apeak tl:e language of the country too well. 
No Indian guest ever crosses their threshold, and they avoiq. 
Indian hospitality like the plague. They tipend their lives in 
the endeavour to forget that ih~y have cver left their native 
country. India,with its history, its aspirations, its griefs, its 
possibilities, does'not exist lor them. . . 

Naturally this picture l1as its reverse. The children of the 
soil gaze at these intruders with ever-increasing wonder, and 
ask themselves why they are there. Differences of race, religion, 
customs and ideals stretch. between them and us like so many 
hostile entrenchments. India has been subject to a foreign yoke 
before now, but never to so rigid and cast-iron a system as the 

- British-never to one so utterly aloof from the daily life of the 
people over whom it impends. We take credit to ourselves for 
th~ justice which we mete out to all Indians alike, and it is true, 
that we are so c91d1y impartial on every question of 'race and 
creeel that we are eminently Bttcel to hold the cales evenly as 
between Hindus and lYlaJiomec1ans, bctween Punjabis and, 
Assamese. But I should not be surprised if tlie Indians would 
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not Eke to see t\ display ali ttl~ human intere t in one side or 
1he other now and.then. e,;en at the expense of absti'act ~irness. 
Under the conditions whi~h,}vi1l prenLil in the near £utur" tI~ 
warm cl~p of a friendly ~nd will count 1I:>r more' than the 
:£rigicj integrity of. ~h'e mo t 'Ilpright judge: 

• To sum ut> the situation 'as briefly ~s possiblr-. We have 
.uIed India all these years in the 'oirit of jUitice, and with SOIlle 

. . ... . it 
~ard for tnat great future towards which India i common 

• 

''I'ith '()t¥~ eastern p~ties is ha;tening; but we 'h~\1e done so 
with a; utter lack of theospirit of sympathy, We dt> oi under
stand. the India~s and wh!tt is more we d,.., not want·.o u.T1der tjn~' . .. . .~. 

them. Nor do t11ey thor.oughly understand u t altl;lOughlI 
cert~inly thi.nk tba~ they know more about us, sift"lply beca~e 
they have gone 'io the trouble ,0£ stndyi~ us, than we know 
about them. ' vVe thus have two cemmnnities, w~ we ha~l 

divide for the purlloses of our argLlment i'nta the l"Lllel's and the 
ruled; and between the two communities thrown into ~o intimate 
a relation there is a great gulf fixed. Not merely is.there a gulf 
but it· is growing and has 'been growing for years. Mutual 
misunderstandings and an increasing impatience at the idea of· 
any kind of racial predomine~ce have led to a feeling of mutual 
resentment wh,ich bas become chronic. That feeling has lately, 
been very much aggravated by controversies arising out of the 
partition of Bengal" and many Indians, not in Bengal alone, 
hav been moved, by their disgust at the manner in which that 
mea ure was carried, to take up a vehemently anti~British 
attitude, leadiJlg, in many cases, to the boycott of British goods. 
and in a few instances to the banning of the Bri tish Goyermnellt 
and every individual Britisher. The anti-Briti h feeling has, I 
believe, been absurdly exaggerated by a few alarmist ; but it 
has a profound significance for all that, and it has made itself 
;0 manifest that it has caused many minds to hark back Co the 
troublous times of half a century ago, and to l:aise' the que tion 
" What if there should,be .another mutiny? " 

A MILITARY RISING UNTHINKABLE, 

Now although I have chosen this query as the starting 
point for the enquiry tlpon which I propo e to enter, I should 
like to di miss it with a direct negative as soan as it is brought 
t1pon"t.b.,e carpet. It seem to me quite inconceivable that, ulloe!' 
.:prescnt conditions, there can. ever be a military movement in 
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India 1'e ulting in the ub\"er ion o( the Briti 'h power, TIt 
railwa/ system alone has armed u~ w!th an almo t ir 'e i tible 

' ~veapo~, offen lye and delen ive,. ~g inst any po sible purely 
Indian combination. £ com e t.he· case w u! 1 be yery different 
if our attention were distracted bOy a foreign demonstr!ft.ioll; 
while if ~e \~ere beaten in"any other part or the world we mighlP 
a~ well clear out of !ndia at e. But le~'wing thi po sibi)\ti . 
out of account-as' we 111U <lo, siJ~. it hinges on .politicaJ 
ombinatior~ over which we iu Il1(li~ ha\' not t ,. 1.igbtcst 

control-we may fairly claim ·to hold a 0 , iiion o!~erp wering 
strdtegic!l strengtll, befng able (practically at a day's )'~tic"e) to 
concentrate a hundred thousand Briti her, at a.ny gi \"ell noint 

. . 
within the per~ineter f tho Indian Empire. Those Briti h , 
too. would be armed with" the late t weapons of preci ion, whil 

• c. •• • 

we l1ave nltl:terto only armed the Indian army with. a sem l-
obsolete r,vle, and have to aU intents and Ul'poses di armed 
the general population complet~ly. Any attempt at mutiny 
'under pre~ent condition, , tl erefol'~, or any armed ri inE) among 
the people of India would be, to u e Macaulay's tremend
ous imag , "a war of sheep against woh-est of men against 
d mons." 

No, if the anti-Brit i h feeli'ng ever does become so strong 
throughout India as to genprate a national moyement for our 
overthrow, I am very much mistaken if gUn!:, and words will be 

I 

the weapons employed. There i a :far more effective measure 
lying ready to the hand of the people of Ind.ia, and on much 
in l-eepioO' with the oriental charact l' ancl with the peculiar 
situation, in which the British find them elves, as a handful 
of aliens surrounded by teeming million~ on every side. It 
is a weapon which I have often wondered to 'ee lying idle so 
lonO'. An Indian once sa1d to a friend of mine :-

It is very extraordinary that the Briti h should maintain th '1" hold of 
India; .for there are so "few of you and au many of us that if you could all be 

. coll.ecte~ together in one spot, and each of us were to take a pinch of dust 
bet1Teen ·bis thumb and forefinger and sprinkle it llpon you, you would all be 
buried under a mountain a mile high. 

This remark is a forcible pre entation of · the idea which is 
the first to impress itseH upon the mind as the picture of the 
British Empire in India is thrown npon the mental screen- t1:e 
overwhelming disparity in ·numbers between the races of th is 
c01J.ntq and the r presentatiYes of the .parumount power. y..r e 
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are like the party 01 navigators ill the Norse legend who camped 
• on the back of a sleepirrg ltraaken, one of the mythical r&onsters 

of the deep. They thOUgtlt Clj.t was an island, ~nd lit.a firtl and 
were jus settling" aown 'comfortably, when the island took a 
headfJr into the depths, and. those of them who survived had 

Ito look out for some other haven . 
. t 6' India is so immense, and wea.eare so fe,\" that the momeht 

C" c~ 

that immensity comes into play CV-ll' own compabtiye helpless-
ness' i d'tCollce brought home to us. The mutiny: of a half a • 

• • 
centUl'Y' ago si'tlply amololllted to the slightest and most super-
fici~l ttemor, yet it shook our power to ~ts foundation~ Pntcti
callr only one nationality-only one class even-was affect~d 

o ~ 

i1 1857. 'Yhat would happen to us if ~l nationaJities and all 
cla ses were arrayed in oppositton to us? Is it not obvious that 
in such an event aU our military organisation woul~' De as useless 
to us as the eal'th~y artillery was in Mr. Wells' story ~hen pitted 
against the death-dealing ray~ of the invaders from the planet 
Mars? . . 

I ]lave aU along been so conscioUFl of the enormous ri ks of 
om position in India that it has been a source of astonishment 
to me to find how implicitly so many of us assume that we are 
all right, provided we can keep the British army in India up to 
its present strength. I do not quarrel with the idea of the British 
garrison. ~ believe that it is necessary, in the real interests c£ 
1ndia as well as of Great Britain, although I think it, is open to 
qnestion whether it lleed be as large as it is. But it seems to 
me the height of folly to imagine tha.t a.ll we have to do is to sit 
tight and keep Ollr powder dry. Gunpowder is an excellent 
thing in its way, but i.t is apt to be more of a nuisauce than a 
help 811Pposing we find oUl'selYes Oll the slopes of an actiye 
volcano. 

SIGNIFIOANCE OF THE BOYCOTT. 

It is always ul1pleasant to refer to recent controYersies, even 
although they have passed through their acutest phases, hut my , 
argument leads me in a bee line to the swadeshi moyement and 
.'Lhe attempted boycott of foreign, and particularly of }3ritish, 
commer e. The boycott has failed in the 'meantime-that is 
to say it ha not succeeded in dri.ving British goods out of the 
Indian markets. Indeed I am not at all sure that its immediate 
effect ll1ay not be to tighten the grip o[ British commerce uvon 

o 
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India; for a reaction has aheady set in, and bofore it has 

• exhau~ed itself it will undoubtedlY ~erate to stimulate the 
• sale· of )3riti8h products in thiBl ~untry .. The boycott has 
brought home to many people ho\V·absolutJll~ they d~end upon 
bideshi cloths, etc., for the comforts and even the dcoencies 
of life. Th~ attempt to forego these has proved too much f~' 
them, and in their 'chagrin at. the failure of the exp&riment. 1'1lEtr· 
will fall foul of swade.shi an~ all its worl{s, I, therefore, look 1'91' 
a very dec~ded reaction in favour of British goods, ttt~ll e\'ents, 
in the near future. ,:.." 

• Buf to l~ok upon this moyement as a purely, econoulic ane
as a question of where the people of India can buy the cheapest 
and best of the arti os which they use~is' to bo wilfully blinel. 
It is inlinitely more' significant- and far-reaching than tbat . • It 
is a politi~al portent such as has never appeared in India before. 
It displa:s ~ fierce resentment at the conclitiilns which surround 
every individual Indian life under the British regime. It -a serts 
for the first time the capacity of the Indians to life and progress 

• f 

without any reference whatever to the British Government. 
And the spirit in which the movement is being developed is £01' 

the most part intensely, even where tacitly, anti-Briti h. This 
tendency, as I have said, is without precedent in the history of 
the British conuection with India. Not even at the time of the 
mutiny was the anti-British feeling so strong or so widespread. 
It is of course'more intense in Bengal than in other parts, but 
I have reason to believe that educated opinion in every commu
nity and every province is suspicious and inflamed. Such are 
the conditions under which the $Wadeshi movement has attained 
to its present proportions. It has also been stimulated by the 
Russo-J' apanese war and the awaken'ing of China; indeed the 
boycott in Bengal was suggested by the success of the Chinese 
boycott in bringing the Americans to their knees. The whole 
tendency of thing,s in Asia ib to make the Indians feel that they 
are in line with a gigantic continental movement, of which the 
ultimate issue must be the remoyal of weste.rn predominance 
from eastern politics, and the freeing f India and China i.o 
work out thei~' own ideals in their own way: This has long 
been the cherished object of a few ardent partiots. Now it is 
openly avowed by the great majority of Indian thinkers. It is 
a .highly natural ambition, and ten years ago we could aiI61'd to 
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adllliL that and eycn contemplate its realization in the dim and ' 
distant future with a eert!U.in amonnt of philosophic phlegm ... 
But the relative PQsitionsCOf c, siatics and Europeans a;e' pro
foundly al~ered with.i61 the l'1Ht de('ad~, and when we consider 
the new spirit in India in tlie light of the emergence Df Japan, 
TIe, can not help feeling that our tenure in this coun ry has been . 

. 1£eI.Y~ered a good deal less secure. • 0 

How FAn IS T E ·BRITI81I }?ORITION AFFEOTED? 

As d'1:ow far our p<!sition has been llndermi~ct there is 
diversitfi of opfrfion amOllg the Indians themselves. It is im
porta:nte'flo note, however, that only a ~mall and ' uninlfluential 
cliqu!\ believe, or wish to belie\re, that the time is 'ipe to drive 
us ~out. The enormous majority are fuUy ,xv'are that they stand 
to lose more than they would g£in by- an immediat~ hange of 
Government. Whether the limit ' is 50 years, 100 Yf3ars, or eyen 
more, they recogniO'e that the process of emancipatioUo must be 
a slow one, and that it must take pJace under British auspices, 
if it is going to take place at ,all. Rut, on the other },land, the 
thinkers of India have almost unanimously agreed to aim at the 
goal, not of an India governed by Britishers even in accordance 
with the wishes of the inhabitants. They are working for an 
Illdia which will be run entirely by Indians, and which will be 
absolutely free to achieve its own sa1vation in its own way, 
whether political, economic, or religious. 'rhis ideal does not 
exclude a sentimental profession of loyalty to the British Empire 
in the abstract-assn ming that the British Empire is in exist
ence by the time India attains to complete seH-government. 
But on one point extremis~s and moderates agree-the ultimate 
outcome of the new mo\rement is to be an India which will be 
as self-contained and independent for all practical purposes as 
the Australian Commonwealth or the llepublic of the United 
States of America. 

Now I say deli"gerately that from our point of view it is 
much better to have thi.s clearing of the air and tn look hard 
facts in the face than to go on in the vague hope that so~eh,)w 
01.'" other our own predominance can be reconciled with the . 
national aspirations which we ourselves haye kindled. We have 
arrived at a crisis in the history of India and the Empire, and 
we shall be wise to try to reason things out a bit and plan our 
attitude accordingly rat~er than go on in our hapPY<p0-luc¥y 

o 
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fashion, . shutting our eyes to disagreeable truths and the~ 

. exclaiq3.ing when we run our heads a~awst a wall. 
" WHAT 1. TO Bj: ~ONE? 

I sha1l take the liberty of a s&~in(Y that,the readGl' concedes 
l 

. the points 1 have been endeavouring-to make-first that the iorces 
with which we have had to deal in India could on]y be kept i~ 

I • 
hand as we have ke,:>t them SQ long as tho e forces w re ignor\~nf . 
of their own strength j • econd, that, ]f1rgely owing to our ctWh 
teaching, those forces have become self-conscious, aqd. that as °a 

~ . 
result our ta k has grown enormou 11. more di~ult a~ com-
pli~ated.o W~at is the olicy which these circumstance ,appear 
to dictate? . 

It is undoubtedly a compliment to us; a well as a satisfacto.ry 
gllarant e of some m asure of flermanence in onr connection, 
that nobo y who is any15 dy w(mld like to see us leave the 
country during the next few years, at all events. The enligh
tened IndIan view on this poillt i~ probably as well-expressed in 
a recent number of the Indian Mi1'ro/,' as anywhertl - ., 
. It has b'een often said that Englishmen are in India to fnIftl a God-given 
mission, which is Lo III ad the people, step by step, to that high standard of 
national existence which distinguished India in the past. The Portuguese 
and the Spaniard,>, the Dutch and the FJ'ench, were all attracted to India by 
the dreams of a gorgeous empire j England came last, and she has outliyed 
all her riyals. Tho di vine dispensation is clearly manifest in this. 

Here I think we get the real feeling that lies behind 
all the declamation and hostility which llU\ro recently been 
so marked in Bengal. Our Bengalee fri~nd have been, and are, 
intensely mortified-and in my opinion justly so-by the 
11 anner in v,,11ich their country has been partitioned in defiance of 
their mo t vehement protests, and that mortification has led a few 
of them to i.ndulge in fierce denunciation of the whole British 
race. But in their heart of hearts they all know t11at we are 
doing a better work than we ourselves\are aware of. The rndian 
Min'o1' says that :we have a Tod-given mission. I wonder if 
we ourselves ~re convinced of it. I wonder whether, if foreigners 
were established in the supreme control-of our conntry, we could 
bring ourselves to aamit that they had. been s nt there by 
Almighty Prov.'idence to do certain work for us which we were 
incapabie-of'-doing for ourselves. I am afraid it would take 
u a very long time to see rt. And I claim that when enligh
tened Indians can look at the situation with snch calm and 

o 
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penetrating ey'es, they constitute at once the best defence and 
the only guarantee for ..wltl1tevc)' permanence British iQeas of 
Go\'ernmen.t in this count·v JiUay attain. The presence of such· 
thinkers &.'{plains · \v~,y the \.·t)untry has kept its heau during 
the upheavals which are modifying the whole treud of eastern 
l?o}itics-a~ong which I include the 8wadeshi movement in 
l!eegal, the"awakening of China a~~l the humiliation of Russia 
a, 'the hands of Japan. We aU know tbat langtlage of aery 
difTere~t k~ d has been (flung about during the last couple of 
years. Ifl'he pesple who l'ave used it have been f&' the most 
part jr~5ponsible nobodies, who are in~apable 0 ... taki,ng lQllg 
views of th ings, and that is why their shrieki))gs have · fallen 
flat. Ii If the real leaders had sung to the same tune the situation 
would have become extremely ~erious, n!~' merely on -accoullt 

of the effect which the anti-British· propaganda ~uld ha"6 
had on the people ~t large, but also because there' would then 
have been reason to fear that the )3ritish Raj had lost :hold upon 
the con~ent of the governe'd withou't which no Government can 
possibly exist. The extremists, who are at this moment preach
ing a jehad against the British Government, represent the 
natural impulse of men upon whose minds the consciousness 
of national unity has just beguh to dawn. All hi tory show 
that the moment a nation begins to feel that it is a nation, it 
resents any foreign domination whatsoever. The extremists 
in proclaimIng that British rule in this country must come to 
1111 end are only the unconscious instruments of a tendency 
which is as old a mankind. If they had the ear of the people 
we should be driven out of the country, just as Austria: was 
driven out of Italy, after a prolonged and bloody struggle. But 
they have not the ear of the people, lPost of whom are too po l' 

and ignorant to care about politics; and as for the clar.s which 
is able to take an interest in affairs, the conn e1 of tbe extretnists 
is more than counter-weighted by the opinions of enlightened 
l)atriots such as tlie gentlemen who provented the tail from 
wagging the dog at the last ses~ion of Congress. These men 
\tre just as ardent patriots as the extremi ts. They are certainly 
not less alive to the lmmediate disadvantages of British rule; 
but they take long views, and are willing to put up with disad
vantages, because they see that in th~ long run they will be wdl 
repaid. It may not be in their life-time. Perhaps the finest 
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• character that this movement has prl5!uced told me that he was 
prepared-to wo-,;k for emancipatiQu. '-ll his . lifC',·' and. then find 
at the end of it that the goal vas itill far o~. But a -lifetime in 
hi tory is a mere breathing space, and Mr. Gokhale and those 
who thinl" 'wit4 hi!ll arel wise enough not to waut to lo1'ce tMnls 
on t.o ome premature c1im .. ~" While they do not' preten~.~o 
be satisfied with, the presen~syf:jtcm, theil' efforts to ~et it altered 
in acoo1'c1~ce with tbeir own ideas 0.1' strictly cOlrdi'\;iamed. by 
the knowle~e that if Briti h rule werf} overtbro~n be£o~ Indian 
soiidar!ty was an acC'omplished fact, tbe last state .~£ India 
would be Ii good deal " orse than the presep t one. • 

So far then al:l ~e preeent time and the immediate fU L1!lre 
are concer 1ed, the taci . ssent ~f the inarticulate millions and 
the intellrgent appreciation which i11e majority of Indian think
ers accQt'd to' our virtues as well as our wealme ses eem to 
assure us of an unchallenged' ~onti~uance of our overlord 'hip 

. in this couhtry. But history teaches us in the most "'mphatic 
manner that we cannot expect a {"eelloJcl tenure. Many other 
people, besides the writer in the Indian Mi?'1'Or, believe that 
we have beon sent here by Divine Providence to train the Indians 
to fend for themselv ; anil if there is anyth ing ,in this theory 
it i certain that the samA Divine Providence will not sufIer 
us to remain in the country a day long l' thau it takes us to 
complete our task. And if we are to complete the task at nll, 
and make a good job of it there are certain conditions which 
we mp.ot endeavour to fulfil. 

'WHAT TO AVOID. 

(I), First of all we must not try to put back the hand of 
-the clock. The forces which we have set in motion by OUT 

educational sy tern and by the steps we have . already taken in 
the direction of according s If-gov rnment to the people ar 
enormous, and cau, only be atrc _ted, if theu, by measure 
which we 'cannot and dare not take. 'I'lli mayor may not 
be regrettable from our point of vie\v, hut it is a grim 
fact, which certain of our rulers have quite recently b °en 
compelled to recogn ize as the result of a more or less painful 
experi.ence. Having once discarded the old idea that India 
exists for the benefit of" England there can be n0 halt until 
t11e logical con equences or that c 11ces ion are follow d (lut 
to the b'tter end, .'-1'he Queen's 'proclan::ntio~ of-half a century • 

.... . 
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ago, if J may ·nse a yulga£ ~xpl'e ion, gave the whol how . 
away. Th~t Proclamation !l,{t~ down certai~ principles and 
made cel'tafn promis~s whid h:1,\'c never been carrie l out. 
And they have not been c<lrri d out for the siU1pl reason that 
w~ ciea~'ed, \ l;ightly or wrollgly, that by ad~el'.ing t them we 
811 t{td 'jeopa~'dize' our own po i tiou !T}p privileges. The re uIt 
has "been: that for halfcfB. century ur pel'forman,ce bas lagged 
miles boom our promi es. No matter what we havedlave done 
for Indi(~anu fbave no <.toubt the verdict of his ~ ill be • • • tlJat we' have done a great deal-we have never been able to 
sati 'f~ the people. F,f)l' they have judged us, not by what we 
have dono but by wbat we said we \Yere gci::Jlg to do. Judged 
by that test thero is not a single qonces "", 1 we have l#lade that 
fJhould not have been larger and fu Hcl'. Dou btles8, from our 
point of view, it is ~'el'Y irritatillg of tile In lians to iMist on 
Jl aving their pounel of ilcfjh; but'if we were in their place can 
anyone suppose that we should be content with les ? In order 
to get thing. into proper perspective, then, T s ll go-est that we 
'hould take the late Queen's Proclamation of nearly half a 
century ago as our starting point, and carry out ullswervingly 
the obligatlollR it imposes, whether tho e obligation are 
agreeable to us or whether they are not. 

INDIA FOIl. TIlE I DIANS. 

(2) But tll at, T need hardly insist, is the very mini
mum of wlJat h. nour and dut.y require of us. It is only the 
bf'ginning and not the end of t.he sacrifices whieh tQ.e policy of 
" India for the Indians" ll1,ay en tail. I do not propose to £oreca t 
tll0se sacrifices. It is not necessary, anu it would probably be <

misleading to do so, because the course of events would make 
fun of any prophecy as likely as uot. For instance, it is 
generally aRsumed that in a self-governed India there would be 
.'10 room for Bri ti !1, commercial enterprise. I do l1 <?t see why 
there shouldn't be. The a umption by <1 lpan o£ full j llrisclictioll 
ov~r foreigners has made no difference to the fortunes of the • 
foreign hOll e that carryon busines in Kobe and Yokohama. 
India i so humen e that 0 long as sbe is under any ciYilized 
Govern~nent at all the tendency must q,ontinual1y be towards an 
increase in her trade with other countries, and, therefore, an 
increRse in the foreigl agencies in her chief ports at d mart. 

l Bl,lt sU;r?posing that werb lJot 8@; snppo ing that the ultimate 
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-effect of he exton ion of selI-gov rnmeTJt to India were to b the 
oi appe?l'ance of eyery Briti ' h fir i. Calcutta and Bombay, i 
that, when it i looked at eli pa 81~)Jfate]y, \l'ffici n ea on for 
swe'rving frolD the path which we • d libel'ately marked ut for 
ourselves MlIg ago? If it is wrong to compromi.se t future 
British commelCe in India t n we ourselves al'e to 1 me. 
it lay in.our power to t~ v1_'Y large ex~ nt to ' pre'vel1t ' 'rn,~< 
thought a' atnbition from taking the direction i llich the;; 
aI:e now mo . g so fast. We could h~ve r fuse~ to pro"d any . .. , 
Indians with a model education, or we could h::\,\'e. oJ'cibly 

• prevented ,t:be pioneer mi ionarics from l&ying the founclatioll 
of the Iodiim educ lonal sy t~!n. We d~cl ined to avail- our
selves of that' opportun' ,and ft is much too late now to rcctify 
that mist~k~, if it was one. . 

.. 

'rhe moving finger writes, nnrl havln writ 
.Moves on ; nor alll'o'dr piety pOl' wit 

. Shall lure it back to can~el h'alf a line; 
Nor all your tears wash out a. word of it. 

a • 
OUI!. PrUVrLEGE. 

(3) The moment we grasp the fact that the mo\rement or 
." India for the IndIans" is not a hateful and diabolical conspira y' 
against the Briti h, 'out that it is the logical outcome of a 
universali n tinct which has been now-isrred by our own trad i
tions, it will dawn upon us what a noble task may yet lie 
be:£ore u ill India. It 'has been a great privilege to begin it. 
It will be a greater privilege if we are permitted to conducL it 
to its final stage. Never mind whether we Britishers win Or 
lose in a monetary sense. If the worst comes to the worst, there 
is plenty of room elsewhere for our brains and muscles. Lot us 
make·up our minds that we.will do the right thing by this great 
country whatever happens to u. The mere fact of our taking 
up that attitude would bint! the Indians to us wi.th ties that 
nothing could break. Bllt even if it left them cold that ought 
not to matter to us. Of course I have nothing to say to the 
Britisher who honestly believes that liberty is not good fOl~ the 
Indian, although he himself would promptly rebel if any attempt 
were made to introduce autocratic methods into Bi"i tain. But 
most of us are not horlest Torie of this stamp: 1£ we made a 
clean brea t of it we hould be constrained to admit the unfair-• ness of em ployin~ on set of p,0Iitic<11 ~ales fOi the T ndian and •• • 
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another fOl' ourselves. ~d the secret consciousness of thato 
unfairness is and must be YSf.'lrce of great unhappi neEIS to l'ight
thinkiug >el1. 'rhQ~ hones y l l'l the best policy is a trutli which 
most oJ u. discover to bA more true every day WI3 live. If we 

, 1Pp1y' it th~' situation in India it will do \voU\ler~ .in the way · 
cq C>~earin ~he air. ~ ( . . . 

. SYMPATn1.' Ii 
e. o~ 

. (4) B6l£ar 1. have appealed to the sterner' viI-ibes of my 
count-ry~e'Jl in 1i'l.dia. Blft if tbey can onl ,. be ind d t regQ,l'd 
tili miglAty probiem in the generous spil'lt in which our fathers 
abolished slavery in' the West Indies and put an· d to class • 

(l , 

re~trictions and disabilities in Bl'i. ain, they ~ll llQt, halt there. 
r . 

They will feel themselves drawp. · to t noble men an.d women . 
who are re-molliding the conditions of Indian ~ife and tIioug1:lt 
and laying the foun atioris of tb,e Indian nation of the future. . . 
They will begin to undei· tand ancl revere their, pur~ · and lofty 
patriotism, and be fired w;ith a generous impulse to : sha'l:e their 
mighty ta k. And a each one of us breaks throuA~ the barr ers 
of racial prejudice and self-interest and comes OU1, into the sun-

, light of this great national awakening he ~s doubly blessed. 
There is that abont a great movement which tones us up to som€:- ' 
thing of its own greatness if we are in sympathy with it. That 
is the first or the benefits that accrue to us. But the second is 
even more important, for it is impos;:;ible to be caught by the 
spirit of this movement without endeavouring to as ist others ' 
to obtair~ a glimpse of the vision that has flashed on us. In 
national as in spiritnal progress there are three cardinal virtues, 
and tb,e greate t of these i 10\-e. We all love India in a vague 
.way, whether we admit it or not. All I want is to see that love 
tran 'muted. into practicn:l sympathy for .its just and righteous 
aspirations after nationhood. I feel convinced that India has 
a. grand future in store for her, and we may have a share in that 
future if, but only if, we deal justly and. wi 'ely with the problems 
which are being thrust upon us at this most critical time. 

;r;,;p 1/92'15 til- /2; e:>/'// 
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