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the purchase of otherib«editamantl in t4e P~idency of Bombay 
suitable for the support of the dignity of said title, in which last,," 
mentioned case the hereditaments so purchased shall immediately 
from and after the completion of the purchase thereof be and, 
become subject to the uses and trusts of this Act, or such o£. 
them, as shall then be subsisting, and capable of takJng effect in 
the same manner, and to the same effect, as if such last-mentioned 
hereditaments had expressly been named, or described 
in section fl. Until such insurance moneys shall have been so 
laid out, the Corporation may invest the same. or any part there
of. in any of the securities specified in section 17. 

1'- The said Mansion-houses and premises called respective"" 
. "Readymoney House" and "Fort Mansion, ' 

Manslon.houses and and all additions thereto and also all other 
other h~ridita'?lents to messuages and heredita~ents which from 
be kept In repaIr. • • be b b' hme to tIme may or ecome su ~ect to 
the trusts declared by this Act concerning the said Mansion
houses and premises, shall be kept in good repair, order and; 
condition by and at the expense of the person for the time being 
in the enjoyment of the title of Baronet conferred by the 
said Letters Patent, and in case any such person shall at 
any time neglect or refuse to keep the said Mansion-houses, here
ditaments and premises or any of them in such good order and 
condition, it stla11 be lawful for the Corporation to keep or cause 
the same to be kept in good order and condition to defray the 
expense incident thereto from the income of the funds for the 
time being subject to the provisions of this Act 

. 15. The Corporation shall hold the said Mansion-houses and 
Power of Corporation hereditaments known respectively as 

to se.ll or exchange "Readym0ney House" and "Fort Mansion,' 
Manslon-houses or other and also any order hereditaments for the 
hereditaments. time being vested in them by virtue of 
this Act, upon trust with the consent of the person entitled to' 
and in the actual enjoyment of the title of Baronet conferred by 
the said Letters Patent, and with the consent of the Governor of 
J30mbay in Council to be notified as aforesaid, to sell or exchange 
fo.r other lands orhereditall)ents in the Presidency of Bombay the 
said Msnsion·houses and hereditaments, and also any oKler such 
.hereditaments as aforesaid, and upon any such exchange to give 
ot' receive any money for equality of exchange. 

18. And it is hereby declared that any such sale as aforesaid 
may be made either by public auction or 

: Powers of Corporation private contract, and that the Corporation 
1n respect of stich sale or may make any stipulations as to title or 
exchange. evidence or commencement of title or other
wise in any conditions of sale or contract for sale or exchange of 
the said hereditaments or any part thereof, and may buy in or 
rescined or vary any contract for sale or exchange and resell or 
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re-exchange withou'c beipgrer~n.ibler.t.t any loss occasioned 
thby .. .,., • . ' ere • 

1 '1. And" it is hereby declared that the said Corporation 
. J t t f ' shall receive all moneys which may become 

"aves men o. moneys bl L 
received on iuch sale or paya e upon any such sale or excl,.ange as 
exchange. aforesaid, and with all convenient speed 

invest the same either in the purchase of 
any stocks, funds or securities of, or the principal and interest of 
which is guaranteed by the Government of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland or the Government"'1!f India, or in 
the purchase of other lands or hereditaments situate in the Presi:
dency of Bombay and suitable for the support of the dignity of 
'the said title: Provided that every such purchase of lands or 
hereditaments be made with the consent in writing of the person 
then entiled to and in the actual enjoyment of the said title. 

18. And it is hereby declared that the stocks, funds and secu· 
. Investments and lands rities and the lands or hereditaments, res

'resulting from such sale pectively, so to be purchased or taken in 
or exchange to be held exchange as aforesaid shall from and imme
on. trusts declared by diately after the completion of the purchase 
thIs Act. or exchange thereof, respectively, be held 
upon the trusts in and by this Act declared of and concerning the 
said trust funds and the said Mansion-houses and premises res
pectively or such of them, respectively, as may then be subsisting 
and capable of taking effect. 

19. It shall be lawful for the Corporation out of the money 
which shall come to their hands by virtue 

-Reimbursement of ex-
penses of Corporation. of the trusts and provisions of this Act to 

retain and reimburse themselves all costs, 
damages and expenses which they shall or may sustain, expeI,ldor 
disburse in or about the execution of the aforesaid powers, trusts 
and provision, or in relation thereto. 

20. Saving always to the King's Most ExceJlent Mejesty, His 
. l' heirs and successors, and to all and every 

~aving of eXls mg other person and persons, bodies politic and rights. 
corporate, and his, her and their respective 

heirs, successors, executors and administrators and every of them 
(otber til an and except the said Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, his devi· 
sees, heirs and ass ignes), .all such estates, right, title, interest, claim 
and d-:mand whatsoever of, into, out of nr upon the said Mansion
houses and hereditaments called respectively "Rreadymoncy 
House" and "Fort Mansion," or any part or parts thereof, as they, 
every or any of them had before the passing of this Act had, 
not been passed. 



AOT NO. l.eF ~191e. 
The indian Stamp (Amendment) Aot, 1911-
PASSED BY,THE GoVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUKClr.. 

Received tke assent ojl"e Governor. Ge"er41 
on tlte lSt Mar&" 1912. 

An Act/urineI' to amend tke I"dian Stamp Act, 1899. 
WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Indian Stamp 

J\~t.· 1899 j it is hereby enacted as folJows :-

Short title. 1. This Act may be called the Indian 
Stamp (Amendment) Act, 1912. 

2. [n article No. 13 of Schedule I. of the Indian Stamp Act, 
Amendment of Act II., I899.(hereinafter referred to as the said Act.) 

J899. Schedule I., as as amended by the Indian Stamp (Amend
Amended by Act VI., ment Act 1910.t lor clause (0) the following 
1910. shall be substituted. namely :-

If drawn if drawn 
in let of in set of 

-- i!. drawn two, for three, for 
singly. each part each part 

oftheaet of the let 
~.--- ... -

" 

(b) where payable otherwise than on 
demand, more than one year after 
datel or ~iSht-

ROil 
if the amount of the bill or note 

does not exc~ed , .. ... l;lOO 
if it e~ceeds Rs. 200 and does nol 

exceed 400 
Ditto 400 ditto .. 600 
Ditto 600 ditto MOO 
Ditto BOO ditto 1,000 
Ditto 1,000 ditto 1,200 
Vitto 1.200 ditto 1.600 
Ditto 1,600 ditto 2,500 
Ditto 2,!')()() ditto 6.000 
Ditto 6,000 ditto 7,500 
Ditto 7.600 ditto 10,000 
Titto 10,000 ditto 16,000 
Cilto 15,000 ditto 20000 
Ditto 20000 ditto 20;000 
Ditto 2~,OOO ditto 30,000 

and for every additional Rs. 10.000 or 
part thereof in note. ,')f Rs. 30.000. 

Rs.As. P. 

(/ a (I 

0 6 0 
0 9 0 
o 12 0 
o Hi 0 
1 2 0 
1 8 0 
l;l -4 0 
4 H 0 
6 12 0 
9 0 0 

13 6 0 
18 0 0 
22 9 0 
27 0 0 
9' 0 0 

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

I 
; 

\ 
f) l;l 0 0 1 0 

I 0 3 0 0 II 0 
0 5 0 0 3 () 

0 6 0 0 4 0 
0 6 f) 0 [) 0 
0 9 0 0 6 0 
o 12 0 0 8 0 
I 2 0 o 12 0 
l;l 4 0 1 8 0 
:l 6 0 2 4 0 
4 8 0 3 0 0 

g 1~ og I : ~ g 
114 780 
13 8 0 9 0 0 
980300 

8. , In section 23 A, sub-section (I) of the said Act. (or the 
Amendment of Act II. , words and figure ,,"Ar~icle NO.5 ,{o)," the 

ISW. section l3A. word~ and figure ArtIcle NO.5 (eo) shall be 
substItuted. 

- ------,;- Act 11:-0(;8;:----------- - - ----0- -- t-A;;tvI.-~(i;;.-'-- .. --. 



ACT NO. n. OF 1912. 
The Co-operative Societies Act, 1922., 

PASSED BY THE GOVERNOR·GENERAL IN COU,NCIL -Received tlte asse"t of tlte Gover"or·Generalon tlte 1St Marck 19 i"Z. 

An Act to amend tke Law relati"g to Co.ope,.ative Societies. 

WHEREAS it is expedient further to facilitate the formation of 
Co-operative Societies for the promotion of thrift and self help 
among agriculturists, artisans and persons of limited means, an~ 
for that purpose to amend the law relating to Co operative; 
Societies; I t is hereby enacted as follows :-

Sort· title and extent. 

P I'elimi"ary" 

1. (I) This Act may be called the Co
operative Societies Act, 1912; and 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India. 

Definitions. 
2. In this Act, unless there is anything 

repugnant in the subject or context,-
(a) II by-laws" means the registered by-laws for the time 

being in force and includes a registered amendment of 
the by-laws: • 

(0) ,I committee" means the governing body of a registered 
society to whom the management of its affairs is 
entrusted : 

(c) II member" includes a person joining in the application 
for the registration of a society and a person admitte<l 
to membership after registration in accordance witlr 
the by-laws and any rules: - , 

rtf) fC officer" includes a chairman, secretary, treasurer, mem~ 
ber of ~ommittee, or other person empowered under 
the rules or the by·Jaws to give directions in regard 
to the business of the society : 

(e) "registered society" means a society registered or deemed 
to be registered under this Act: 

C/) tI registrar I' means a person appointed to perform the 
duties of a Registrar of Co-operative Societies under 
this Act : and 

(g) ".rules" means rules made under this Act. , 
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Rerrstr:at;on. 
,. The Lecal Government may appoint a person to be Regis-

The Registrar. t~ar of Co opera~ive S?cieties (or the P~o. 
vInce or any portIon of It, and may appoint 

persons to~sist such Registrar, and may, by general or special 
order. confer on any such persons aU or any of the powers of a 
Registrar under this Act. . 

4. Subje<;t to the provisions hereinafter contained, a society 

S 
.. h· h which has as its object the promotion oC the 

oclehes W IC may ., t f 't b' d be registered. economl~ tnteres S 0 ~ s me~ ers 10 accor • 
ance With co operattve pnnciples, or a 

society established with the object of facilitating the operations of 
such a society. may be registered under this Act with or without 
limited liability : 

Provided that unle~s the Local Government by general or 
spetial order other~ise directs-

(I) the liability of a society of which a member is a registered 
society shall be limited; 

(2) the liability of a society of which the object is the creation 
of funds to be lent to its members, and of which the 
majority of the members are agriculturists, and of 
~hich no member is a registered society, shall be 
unlimited, 

Restrictions on interest 5 Where the liability of the members 
of·· member of society of a society is limited by shares, no me mber 
with limite~ liability and other than a regi~tered society shall-
a share' capital. 

(a) hoM more than such portion of the share capital of the 
society, subject to a mlximum of one-fifth, as may 
be prescribed by the rules ; or 

(0) have or claim any interest in the shares of the society 
exceeding one thousand rupees, 

\' 6. (1) No society, other thau a society of which a member is a 
.. ",. .. . regi~tered society, shall be regi<;tered under 

~.t.::ondltlOns of reglstra· this Act which does not consi .. t of at least 
" tl{lP. ten persons :tbove the age of eighteen years 
and, where the objcctof the so:;iety is the creation offund<; to be 
lent to its members, unless !luch persons-

. (n) residcin the same town or village or in the same group 
of villages. Of, . 

(6) save wher.e the Registrar otherwi'le directs, are oaembers 
. . of the same tribe, ,class, caste or occupa.tien. 

~.~ 'ffie word "'limited"shall be the la,tword.'inthe name.« 
every society with limited liability regb~tered und~r thi • .Act. 



CO·OPERATIVE SOCIETIES. rI91~ : Act II. 

''I, When any question arises whether for the purpOses o(~ 
. Act a person is an agriculturist or a non-

P~wer of ~eFlstra~ to agriculturist, or whether any'person ill a 
deCide certaln.questlOns. resident in a town or Villag6 or group of 
villages, or whether two or more villages shall be cdnsidered to 
from a group. or whether any person belongs to any particular 
tribe. class, caste or occupation, the question shall be decided by 
the Registrar, whose decision shall be final, 

S. (I) For purposes of registration an 
AI>plication for Regis- application to register al.all be made to the ·' 

tration. '"'IIo! Registrar. 
(2) The application shall be signed-

(a) in the case of a society of which no member is a registered 
society, by at least ten persons qualified in accordance 
with the requirements of section 6, sub-section (r) ; 
and 

(b) in the case ot a society of which a member is a registered 
society. by a duly authorised person on behalf of 
every such registered society. and, where aU the 
members of the society are not registered societies, by 
ten other members or. when there are less than ten 
other members. by all of them. 

(3) The application shall be accompanied by a copy of the 
proposed by-laws of the society, and the persons by JVhom or on 
whose behalf such application is made shall furnish such informa
tion in regard to the society as the Registrar may require. 

9. 1£ the Register is satisfied that a society has complied wi. 
., the provisions of this Act and the rules and 

RegistratIOn. that its proposed by laws are not contrary 
to the Act or to the rule'l, he may. if he thinks fit, register the 
society and its by· laws. 

10 A certificate of registration signed by the Registrar shall 
. ., be conclusive evidence that the society 

EVldenceo{reglstratlon. therein mentioned is duly registered unless 
it is proved that the registration of the society has been cancelled, 

11. (I) No amendment of the by-laws of a registC!reci society 
Amendment of the by- shaldl be vdali. I tUh~ti1 AthtC sfame hh!lshbeen regis. 

laws of registered society. tere un Cl tS c. or w lC purpose~ 
, copy of the amendment shall be forward. 

to the Registrar. 
(2) If the Registrar is satisfied that arlY amendment of the by

laws is not contrary to this Act or to the rules, he may, if he 
thinks fit, register the amenement. 

(3) When the Registrar registers an amendment of the by-laws 
of a regi'ltered society. he shall issue to the society a copy of the 
amendme~t certified by him. which shall be conclusive evideQoe 
tha-t the ~me ;,S duly registered. ' 
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Rig"ts tmtll;a!JiI,~"tS 0; mtmh,;' 

11. No' member of a registered society shall exercise the rights 
Member not to tlxercise of a member unless or until he has made 

. rigbts tiU due payment such payment to the society in respect of 
made. membership or acquired such Interest in the 
society, &5 may be prescribed by the rules or by-laws. 

18. (I) Where the liability of the members of a registered 

Vote f e be society is not limited by shares, each mem-
somm rs, be hll 'h d' h f r s a I notwlt stan Ing t e amount 0 

his interest in the capital, have one vote only as a member in the 
affairs of the society. 

(2) Where the liability of the members of a registered society 
society is limited by shares, each -member shall have as may votes 
as may be prescribed by the by-laws. 

(3) A registered society which has invested any part' of its 
funds in the shares of any other registered ~ociety may appoint as 
its proxy, for the purpose of voting in the affairs of such other 
registered society, anyone of its members. 

14 (I) The transfer or charge of the share or interest of a 

R "t' t fi member in the capital of a registered society, 
. estrlc Ions on rans or h II' d' -of share or interest, !! a be subject to such con ltl0ns as to 

maximum holding as may be prescribed 
by this Act or by the rules, 

. (2) In case of a society registered .,vith unlimited liability a 
member shall not transfer any share held by him or his interest in 
the capital of the society or any part thereof unless-

<a) he has held such share or interest for not lell"! than one 
year; and 

{b) the transfer or charge is made to the society or to a 
member of the society-

Duties 01 ,egistered societies., 

15 Every registered society shall have an address, registered 
Add f' t' in accordance with the rules, to which all 

q ress 0 socle 1es. - d . - be notIces an commumcatlons may sent, 
~pd shan send to the Registrar notice of every change thereof, 

16. Every registered society shall keep a copy of this Act 
k. and of the rul~!I govermng such society, and 
"Copy of Act, rules and of its by-laws open to inspection free of 
~~tio~ be opeD to charge at all reasonab!e times at the regis-

tered address of the sOCtety. 
1'1. (I) The RegistrarJ shall audit or cause to be audited by 
, some person authorized by him by general 

.&.u4lt. or special order in writing in this behalf the 
accounts of every regi~tere4 society once at l~st in ~y year. 

VoJ V-II 
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(2) The audittoUnder sub-section (I) shall include an examina
tion of overdue debts, if any, and a valuation of the assets and 
liabillties of the society; <' •• 

(3) The Registrar, the Collector or any person a.utborised by 
general or special order in writing in this behalf by the Registrar 
shall at all times have access to all the books, accounts, papers 
and securities of a society, and every officer ofthe society snall 
furnish such information in regard to the transactions and working 
of the society as the person making such inspection may 
require. 

Privileges of registered so&;etiu. 

18. The registration of a society shall render it a body cor
Societies to be bodies porate ~Y the name under ,,:hicb it is regis-

corporate. tered, wlth perpetual succeSSlon and a com-
mon seal, and with power to hold property, 

to enter into contracts, to institute and defend suits and other 
legal proceedings and to do all things necessary for the purposes 
of its constitution. . 

19. Subject to any prior claim of the Government in respect 
Prior claim of societ . of land·revenue or any money reco!erable 

, Y as land· revenue or of a landlord 10 res-
pect of rent or any money recoverable as rent, a registered 
society shall be entitled in priority to other creditors. to enforr-..e 
outstanding demand due to the society from a member or past 
member-

(a) in respect of the supply of seed or manure or of the loan 
of money for the purchase of seed or manure-upon 
the crops or other agricultural produce of such mem
ber or person at any time within eighteen months 
from the date of such supply or loan; 

(0) in respect of the apply of cattle fodder for cattle, agri
cultural or indusirial implements or machinery, or 
raw materials for manufacture, or of the loan of 
money for the purchase of any of the foregoing 
things-upon any such things so supplied, or pur· 
chased in whole or in part from any such loan, or on 
any articles manufactured from raw materials so 
supplied- or purchased. 

an A registered society shaH have a charge upon the sl)are or 
Charge and set-off in . interest in the capital and- on the deposits 

respect of shares or in- of a member or past member and upon any 
terest of member. dividend, bonus or profits payable to a 
member or past member in respect of any debt due from $Uch 
member Ot past member to the socie~y, and may set off any snm 
credited or payable to a' member or past member in or to~rQli 
parmentof'~nr such debt. 
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11. Subject to the Provisions of section 20. th~ share or inter
. Shares or interest not est of ~ member in the ~apital of a register
liable to attachment. ed society shall not be liable to attachment 

or sale under any decree or order of a Court 
of Justice in respect of any debt or liability incurred by such 
mealber, and neither the Official Assignee under the Presidency
towns Insolvensy Act,* 190'). nor a Receiver under the Provincial 
Insolvency Act,t 1907 shall be entitled to or have any claim on 
such share or interest, 

22. (I) On the death of a member a registered society may 
Transfer of interest on transfer the share or interes~ of the. deceased 

death of member. member to the person nommated In accord~ 
ance with the rules made in this behalf, or J 

if there is no person so nominated, to such person as may appear 
to the committee to be the heir or legal representative of the 
deceased member, or pay to such nominee, heir or legal repre
sentative, as the case may be, a sum representing the value of such 
member's share or interest, as ascertained in accordance with the 
rules or by· laws. 

Provided that-
Ii) in the clise of a society with unlimited liability, such 

nominee, heir or legal representative. as the case may 
be. may require payment by the society of the value 
of the share or ° interest of the deceased member ascer
tained as aforesaid; 

(#) in the case of a society with limited liability, the society 
shall transfer the share or interest of the deceased 
member to such nominee, hl"ir or legal representative, 
as the case may be. being qualifieo.d in accordance 
with the rules and by-laws for membership of the 
society, or on his application within one month of the 
death of the deceased member to any person specified 
in the application, who is so qulified. 

(2) A registered society may pay all other moneys due to the 
deceased member {rom the society to such nominee heir or legal 
representative as the case may be. 

(3) All transfers and payments made by a registered society 
in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be valid and 
effectual against any demand made UPOI}' the socIety by any other 
persQn. 

28. The liability of a past member for the debts of a registered 
LO bT ( _ society as the} existed at the tim: w~en he be:a I tty 0 past mem ceased to be a member shall contmue for a 

. period of two years from the date of his ceas-
ing to be' a member. 

• Act III. of 1909 t A.:t Ill. of 1907 
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94. The estate of a deceased member shall be liable for a 
. ..' • period of one year (rom the time of his de-

LIability .of the estates cease for tbe debts of a re17istered'society as 
deceased members. . • ~ 

they eXIsted at the time of his !iecease. 
25. Aay register or list of members or shares kept by any 

Regi&ter of member. registered society shall ~e prim~ facie evid~ 
ence of any of the followmg particulars ente-. 

ed therein :-
(a) the date at which the name of any person was entered in 

such register or list as a member; , 
(b) the date at which any such person ceasea-to be a member. 

26. A copy of any entry in book of a registered society regul-

P f f .. arly kept in the cours of business, shall if 
roo 0 entfles m so· 'fi d . h be"b cieties' books. certl e In suc manner!ls may pres~rl. 

ed by the rules,....be received, in any SUit or 
legal proceeding, as prima facie evidence of the existence of such 
entry, and shall be admitted as evidence of the matters, transactions 
and accounts therein recorded in every case where, and to the sattle 
extent as, the original entry itself is admissible. . 
Exemption (rom com- 27. Nothing in section 17, s~b.sectio.n (I) 

pulsory registration of clauses (b) and (c), of the IndIan Reglstra
instruments relating to tion Act,· 19o8, shall apply to-
shares and debentures 
of registered society. 

(I) any instrument relating to shares in a registred society, 
notwithstanding that the assets of such society consist 
in whole or. in part of immovable property; or 

(2) any debenture issued by any such society and not creat. 
ing declaring, assigning, limiting or extinguishing any 
right title or interest to or in immoveable property 
except in so far as it entitles the holder to the security 
afforded by a registered instrument whereby t'he 
society has mortgaged, conveyed or otherwise trans
ferred the whole or part of its immoveable property or 
any interest therein to trustees upon trust for benefit 
of the holders or such debentures; or 

(2) any endorsement upon or transfer of any debenture issued 
by any such society. 
Power to exempt from 38. (I) The Governor-General in Council 

Income.~ax, ~tamp-duty by 'notification in the Gazette of India may 
and registration-fees. in the case of any registered society. or class 
of registered society remit-

(a) the income-tax payable in respect of the profits of the 
society or of the dividents or other payments recei.ved 
by the members of the society on account of profits; 

• Act XVI. of 1908. 



CO-oPI!IRATtVs SOCISTn:S. 

,,(~l The Local Government .by notification in the local offical 
Gazette m~y in the case of any registered society or class or regis
tered society remit-

(a) the stamp-duty with which, under any law for the time 
being in force, instruments executed by or on behalf 
or a registred !.ociety or by an officer or member and 
relating to the businesll of such society, or any class of 
such instruments are rcspectively chargeable; and 

(b) any fee payable under the law of registration for the 
time being in force."· 

Property a"d funds 01 regIStered societies 

Restrictions on loans. 29. (I) A registered society shall not make 
a loan to any person other than a member. 

Provided that, with the general or special sanction of the 
Registrar, a registered society may make loans to another regis
tered society. 

(2) Save with the sanction of the Registrar, a society with 
unlimited liability shall not lend money on the security of move
able property. 

(3) The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
prohibit or restrict the lending of money on mortgage of immove
able property by any registered society or class of registered 
societies 

30. A registered society shall receive deposits and loans from 
., b persons who are not members only to such 

. Restrictlonson orrow- extent and under such conditions as may 
mg. be prescribed by the rules or by-laws. 

31. Save as provided in sections 29 and 30, the transactions 
of a registered society with persons other 

Restrictions 0!1 other than members shall be subject to such pro-. 
transactions With non- hibitions and restrictions. if any, as the· 
members. Local Government may, by rules, prescribe. 

Investment of funds. 
32. (I) A registered society may invest 

or deposit its funds-

(a) in the Government Savings Bank, or 
(6) ill any of the securities specified in Section 20 of the 

Indian Trusts Actt 1882, or 
(c) in the shares or on the security of any other registered 

society, or 

... The WOI de within quationl have been in8erted by Aot 38 or IDiQ. 
t Aot II. of 1882. 
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(d) with an~ Bank or person carrying on the business of 
banking. approved for this purpose by the .Registtat, 
or I 

(e) in any other mode permitted by the rules. 
(2) Any investments or deposits made before the commence

medt of this Act woich would have been valid if this Act had been 
in force are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

, , 33. No part of the funds of a registered 
Funds not to be divided society shall be divided bY"Way of bonus or 

by way of profit. d"d d h' . be IVI en or ot erW1se among Its mem rs: 
Provided that after at least one· fourth of the net profits in any 

year have been carried to a reserve fund, payments from the 
remainder of such profits and from any profits of past years avail· 
able for distribution may be made among the members to such 
extent and under such conditions as may be prescribed by the 
rules or by.laws : 

Provided also that in the case of a society with unlimited liabi. 
lity no distribution of profits shall be made without the general or 
special order of the Local Government in this behalf. 

34. Any registered society may, with the sanction of the 

C t 
'b t' h' Registrar, aiter one fouth of the net profits 

on n u Ion to can!· • 'ed 
able purpose. 1n any yea~ has been carn to a rese~ve 

fund, contribute an amount not exceedmg 
ten per cent. of the remaining net profits to any charitable purpose, 
as defined in section 2 of the Charitablo Endowments Acl* 1890. 

Inspection oj affai"s. 

35. (I) The Registrar may of his own motion, and shall on 
In ' b R 't the request of the Collector, or on the 

qmry y egis rar. I" f .. f h • app lcatlOn 0 a majority c t e commIttee, 
or of not less than one· third of the members, hold an inquiry or 
direct some person authorized by him by order in writing in this 
behalf to hold an inquiry into the constitution, working and finan
~ial condition of a registered society. 

(2) All officers aud members of the society shall furnish such 
information in regard to the affairs of the society as the Registrar 
or the person authorized by the Registrar may require. 

36. (I) The Registrar shall, on the application of a creditor of 
a registered society. inspect or direct some 

Inspection of books of person authorized by him by or.der in writing 
indebted society. 

in this behalf to inspect the books of the 
society: 

Provided that-
(a) the applicant satisfies the Registrar that the debt is a 

sum then due and that he has demanded payment 

.. Att i, 011890. 
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thereof and has not' received satisfaction within a 
reasonable time j and • 

(b) the applicant depo$its with the Registrar such sum as 
~ecurity for the costs of the proposed inspection as the 
Registrar may require. 

(2) The Registrar shall communicate the rtiSults of any such 
inspection to the creditor. 

37. Where an inquiry is held under section 35. or an inspec-
.. tion is made under section 36, tho Registrar 

Costs of mqulry. may apportion the costs, or such part of 
the costs as he may think right, between the society, the members 
or creditor demanding an inquiry or inspection, and the officers 
or former officers of the society. • 

88. Any sum awarded by way of costs under section 37 may 
be recovered, on application to a Magistrate 

Recovery of costs. having jurisdiction in the place where the 
person from whom the money is claimable actually and voluntarily 
resides or carries on business, by the distress and sale of any move
able property within the limits of the jurisdiction of such Magis
trate belonging to such person. 

Dissolution 0/ societ)'. 

39. (I) If the Registrar, after an inquiry has been held under 
., section 35 or after an inspection has been 

Dlssolutlon. made under section 36 or on receipt of an 
application made by three-fourths of the members of a registered 
society, is of opinion that the society ought to be dissolved, he may 
cancel the registration of the society. 

(2) Any member of a society may, within two months from the 
date of an order made under sub-section (I), appeal from such 
order. 

(3) Where no appeal is presented within two months from the 
making of an order cancelling the registration of a society the order 
shall take effect on the expiry of that period. 

(4) Where an appeal is presented within two months, the order 
shall not take effect until it is confirmed by the appealle authority. 

(5) The authority to which appeals under this section shall 
lie'shall be the Local Government: 

Provided that the Local Government may, by notification in 
the local official Guette. direct tha t appeals shall lie to such 
Revenue·authority as may be specified in the notification. 

40. Where it is a cOlldition of the registration of a society 

C 
' II" f . that it should consist of at least fen memo 

ance alton 0 regls- b h R' . L d· .. 
tration of society ers, t e eglstrar may, lIyor er III wrllmg. 

~. cancel the registration of the society if at 
any time it is proved to his satisfaction that the number of the 
members has been reduced to less than ten. " -",., - -"., 
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Effect of cancellatien 41. Where the registration of a society 
of re~i&tration. is cancelled, the society shall cease to exist 

as a corporate body- • 
(a) in case of cancellation in accordance with the prpvisions 

of section 39. from the date the order of cancellation 
. takes effect : 
(b) in case of cancellation in accordance with the provisions 

of section 40. from the date of the order. 

, 42. (I) Where the registration of a society is ...Qlncelled under 

Winding.up. section 39 or section 40, the Registrar may 
appoint a competent person to be liquida

tor of the society. 

(2) A liquidator appointed under sub·section (I) shall have 
power-

(a) to institute and defend suits and other legal proceedings 
on behalf of the society by his name of office; 

(b) to determine the contribution to be made by the memo 
bers and past members of the society respectively to 
the assets of the society ; 

(c) to investigate all claim, against the society and, subject 
to the provisions of this Ace, to decide questions of 
priority arising between claimants ; 

(tl) to determine by what persons and in what proportiona 
the costs of the liquidation are to be borne; and 

(e) to give such directions in regard to the collection and 
distribution of the assets of the society, as may 
appear to him to be necessary for winding up the 
affairs of the society. 

(3) Subject to any rule~t a liquidator appointed undei this 
section shall, in so far as such powers are necessary for carrying 
out the purposes of this section, have power to summon and 
enforce the attendance of witneises and to compel the production 
of documents by the same mean~ and (so far as may be) in the 
same manner as is provided in the case of a Civil Court under 

. the Code of Civil Procedure,· 1908. • 
(4) Where an appeal from any order made by a liquidater 

under this section is .provided for by the rules, it shall lie to the 
Comt of the District Judge. 

(5) Orders made under this section shall, on application, be 
enforced as follows :-

(a) When made by a liquidator, by any Civil Court flaYing 
local jurisdiction in the same manner as a decree of 
such Court I 

" • j 

'. 4ct V. of 1908. 
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'(6) when made by the Court of the DistriGt ]udgeon appeal, 
in the same manner as a decree of such Court made 
in any suit pending therein. 

(6) Save in so far as is hereinbefore expressly provided. no 
Civil Court shall have any jurisdiction in respect of any matter 
connected with the dissolution of a registered society under 
this Act. 

Rules. 

43. (I) The Local Government may I for the whoteer any 
Rules. part of the Province and for any registered 

society or class of such societies, make rules 
to carry out the purpose., of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may-

(q) subject to the provisions of section 5, prescribe the maxi
mum number of shares or portion of the capital of a 
society which may be held by a member; 

(b) prescribe the froms to be used and the conditions to be 
complied with in the making of applications for the 
registration of a society and the procedure in the 
matter of such applications; 

(c) prescribe the matters in respect of which a society may 
or shall make by-laws and for the procedure to be 
followed in making. altering and abrogating by-laws, 
and the conditions to be satisfied prior to such ' 
making, alteration or abrogation j 

(ti) prescribe the conditions to be complied with by persons 
applying for admis<;ion or admitted as members, and 
provide for the election and admission of members, 
and the payment to be made and the interests to be 
acquired before the exercise of the right of mem-

bership; 
• (t) regulate the manner in which funds may be raised by 

means of shares or debentures or otherwise ; 
(I) provide for general meetings of the members and for 
, the procedure at such meetings and the powers 

to be exercised by such meetings ; 
(r) provide for the appointment, suspension and removal 

of the members of the committee and other officers, 
and for the procedure at meetings of the committee, 
and Cor the powers to be exercised and the duties to 
be performed by the committee aQd other officers ; 

(II) prescribe the accounts and books to be kept by a society 
and provide for the audit of sQ<:h ~c;count and tho 

Vol. V- I 9 



Co.oPERATlVE SOCIETIES. . [1912: Act n. 
charge9l\ if any, to be made' for S\lch audit, and for 
the periodical publication of a balance·sheet showing 
the assets and liabilities of a society; 

(.) prescribe the returns to be submitted by a society to the 
Registrar and provide for the persons by whom and 
the from in which such returns shall be submitted: 

(I) provide for the persons by whom and the from in which 
copies . of entries in books of societies may be 
certified. __ 

(~) provide for the formation and maintenance of a register 
of members and, where the liability of the members is 
limited by shares, of a register of shares I 

(I) provide that any dispute touching the business of a 
society between members or past members of the 
society or persons claiming through a member or past 
member or between a member or past member or 
persons so claiming and the committee or any officer 
shall be referred to the Register for decision or, if he 
So directs, to arbitration, and prescribe the mode of 
appointing an arbitrator or arbitrators and the proce· 
dure to be followed in proceedings before the 
Registrar or such arbitrator or arbitrators, and the 
enforcement of the decisions of the Registrar or the 
awardsof arbitrators; 

(m) provide for the withdrawl and expulsion of members 
and for the payments, if any, to be made to members 
who withdraw or are expelled and for the liabilities of 
pas't members; 

(n) provide for the mode in which the value of a deceased 
member's interest shall be ascertained, and for the 
nomination of a person to whom sllch interest may be 
paid or transferred ; 

(0) prescribe the pllyments to be made and the cl>nditions to 
be complied with by members applying for loans, the 
period for which 10llns may be made, and the amount 
which may be lent, to an individual member; 

(P) provide for the formation and maintenance of reserve 
funds, and tne objects to which such funds may be 
applied, and for the investment of any funds un~r 
the control of the society J 

(q) prescribe the extent to which a society may limit the 
number ofits members; 

(r) prescribe the conditions under which profits may be dis
tributed to the members of a society with unlimited 
lia~mty and the maximum rate <<;If 4ividc;:n4 \V4iell 
maybe paid by societies i 
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(I) subjec:tto the provisions of section 39,. determine in what 
cases an appeal shall lie from the orders of the Regis
trar and prescribe the procedure to be followed in 
presenting and disposing of such appeals; and 

(I) prescribe the procedure to be followed by a liquidator 
appointed under section 42, and the cases in which an 
appeal shall lie from the order of such liquidator. . 

(3) The Local Government may delegate, scJbject to such con
ditions, if any, as it thinks fit, all or any of its powers to make 
rules under th~ section to any authority specified in the: order of 
delegation. 

(4) The power to make rules conferred by this section is au\). 
ject to the condition of the rules being made after previous 
publication. 

(5) All rules made under thi!l section shall be published in the 
local official Gazette and on such publication shall have effect as If 
enacted in this Act. 

Mis,ellaneous. 

44. (1) All sums due from a registered society or from an 

R f d 
officer or member or past member of a 

ecovery 0 sums ue • d' h h G 
to Government. reglstere sO~lety as suc to t e overn-

ment, includmg any costs awarded to the 
Government under section 37, may be recovered in the sallie 
manner as arrears of land-revenue. 

(2) Sums due from a rp.gistered society to Government and 
re(:overable under sub·section (1) may he recovered, firstly, from 
the property of the society; secondly, in the l':a5e of a society 
of which the liability of the members is limited, from the members 
subject to the limit of their liability; and, thirdly, in the case of 
other societies, from the mem bers. 

46. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the 
Power to exempt Local Government may, by special order in 

societies from condi· each case and subject to such conditions, if 
tions as to registration. any, as it may impose, exempt any society 
from any of the requirements of this Act as to registration. 

46. The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
Power to exempt regis· exempt any registered society from any of 

tered societies 1rom the provi&ions of this Act or may direct that 
provisions of the Act. such provisions shall apply to such society 
with such modifications as may be specified in the order. 

47. (I) No person other than a registered society shall trade 
. .. or carry on business under any name or 

ProhIbItIon of the use t'tl ( hi' h the word "co-operative" is of the word II co-opera- leo w c 
tive," part without the sanctio!1 of the Local Gov· 

"'ernmeot: 
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Provided that nothing in this section shall app(y to the use by 
any person or his s\Jccessor in interesto{ any name or title under 
which he traded or carried on business at the date on which this 
Act comes into operation. 

(2) Whoever contravenes the provisions of this section shall be 
punishable with fiDe which may extend to fifty rupees and in the 
case of a continuing offence with further fine of five rupees for 
each day on which the offence is continued after conviction 
therefor. 

Indian Companies Act. 
1882, not to apply. 

48. The provisions 01 the lndian 
Companies Act,· 1882, shall not apply to 
registered societies. 

49. Every society now existing which . has been registered 
.. under the Co-operative Credit Societies 

&~~~~:B. of eXlstmg Act,t 1904 shall be deemed to be registered 
under this Act, and its by-laws shall, so far 

. as the same are not inconsistent with the express provisions of this 
Act, continue in force until altered or rescinded. 

50. [RepealedJ.-Repellled by Act (X Vll. 01 1914). 

• Act VI. of 1882. Soe now Act VII of 1913 by which t he former Act has 
been repealed. 

tAct X. of 1904. 



ACT NO. III OF 1912. 
The Indian Post 01B.oe (Amendment) Act, 1912. 

PASSED BY THE GOVBNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA OF COUNOIL. 

R4&irJ,d tk, ass"ct of tke Gover"or·Ge"eral on tke 1St March, 1912, 

An Act furtker to amend the Indian Post Office Act. 18g8. 
Whereas it is expedient further to amend the· Indian Post 

. Office Act,. 1898; 1 t is hereby enacted as follows-

Short title. 

Substitution of new sub. 
sections (I) and (2) in 
section 21 of Act VI. of 
1898• 

1. This Act may be called the Indian 
Post Office (Amendment) Act, 1912. 

2. For sub-sections (I) and (2) of section 
21 of the saicj Act, the following sub-sec
tions shall be substituted, namely-

1121. (I) The Governor-General in Council may make rules as 
to the transmission of articles by post. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality or the 
foregoing power, such rules may-

(a) specify articles which may not be transmitted by post; 
(6) prescribe conditions on which articies may be trans

mitted by post; 
(c) provide for the detention and disposal of articles in 

course of transmission by post in contravention of 
rules made under cluse (a) I'lr claus (0) j 

(d) provide for the granting of receipts (or, and the granting 
and obtainig of certificates of, posting and delivery 
of postal articles and the sums to be paid, in addition 
to any other postage, for such receipts and certificates; 
and 

(e) regulate covers, forms, demensions, maximum weights, 
and enclosures, and the use of postal alticles, other 
than letters, for making communic;ations. 

3. (I) I n section 23, sub-section (2), of the said Act, ahar the 

A d f
· words "in conttavention of' the words 

men ment 0 sectIon d fi ,,' I ( ) fll 
23'0{ same Act an gures section 20, cause a, or 0 

. . shall be inserted. 
(2) In sub-section (3) of the same section of the said Act, lor 

clause (6) the following shall substituted, namely:-
"(6) any postal article sent by post in contravention of the 

provisions of section 20 may be disposed of in such 
manner as the Governor·General in Council may by 
rule direct:' 

- Act VI. 01 1898. 
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,. In section 24 of the saki Act, for the words "Where a 

A d f t
" postal article!!, suspected to Fontain any 

men ment 0 sec Jon t b d d" h d "E t 24 of same Act con ra an goo s t e wor s xcep as 
. otherwise provided in this· Act, "bere a 

postal article suspected to contain any goocs of which the import 
by post or the transmission by post is prohibited by or underrany 
enactment for the time being in force," shall be substituted. 

5. In section 25 of the said Act, for the words lIali such goods 
Amendment of and found" the words <tall postal articles reason

addition to section 25 of ably believed or fOllhd ""to contain such 
same Act. goods" shall be substituted; and to the 
same section the following shall be added, namely :-

"In carrying out any such search, such officer of the Post 
Office may open or unfasten, or cause to be opened 
or unfastened, any newspaper or any book, pattern v' 
or sample packet in course of transmission by post." 

6. In section 26, sub-section (I), of the said Act, for the 

d f 
" words "shall be delivered to the Govern-

Amen ment 0 sectIOn ffi h f •. d' 
26 (I) of same Act. ment or to an 0" cer t ere<? menttone 10 

the order, to be dIsposed of 10 such manner 
as the Governor-General in Council may direct," the following 
shall be substituted, namely :- . 

"shall be disposed of in such manner as the authority issuing 
the order may direct." 

'1. (I) In section 35. sub-section (2), of the said Act, at the 
Amendment of section end. of

d 
c1au

d
se r{c) the wor(d

J 
"and: shallibe 

35 of same Act. omttte ,an a ter clause r#) the lollow ng 
shall be added, namely :-

I{(I) provide for the retention and repayment to the addressee 
in cases of fraud, of money recovered on the delivery 
of any value-payable postal article; and 

(f) prescribe the fees to be charged for inquiries into 
complaints regarding the delivery of or payment for 
value-payable postal articles." 

(2) After sub-section (3) of the same section the following 
shall be added, namely:_ 

"(4) No suit or other legal proceeding shall be instituted 
against the Secretary of State for India in Council or 
any officer of the Post Office in respect of anything 
done, or in good faith purporting to be done, under 
any rule made under clause (e) of sub-section (2)." 

Addition to section 48 8. To section 48 of the ~aid Act the 
of same Act. following shall be added, namely:-

"or 
(I) any wrong payment or delay in payment of a money. 

order beyond the limits of British Indian by an 
officer of any post office, not being one establ~bed 
by tbe GoverDor-General in Council.'-. 



ACT NO. IV. OF 1912. 
The Indian Lunaoy Aot, 1912. 

PASSED BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERA.L IN COUNCIL. 

Received the assent of the Governor-General on tlu 16~ 
March 1912. 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law t'elat"~g to Lutlacy. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
"felating to lunacy; 1 t is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short title and extent. 

PART 1. 

PRELMINARY. 

CHAPTER I. 

1. (J) This Act may be called Indian 
Lunacy Act, 1912. 

(2) It exten:ls to the whole of British I ndia, including British 
Baluchistan, the Santhal Pargann-is, and the Parganna of Spiti. 

2. Nothing contained in Part II. shall be deemed to affect 
. the powers of any High Court wich is or 

Savmgs. hereafter may be established under the 
Indian High Courts Acts.- r861 to 19[[, over any person found 
to be a lunatic by inquistion or over the property of such lunatic, 
or the rights of any person appointej by such Courts as guardian 
of the person or manager of the estate of sllch lunatic. 

Definitions. 
3. In this Act, unle<;~ there is anyth ig re

pugnant in the subject or context,-

(I) "asylum" means an asylum" mental hO!!pital "t for lunatics 
established or licensed br Government : 

(2) "cost '0£ maintenance" in an <l.'lylu n includes the 
cost of lojging. maintenance, clothing. me licine and care of a 
lunatic and any elCpen:Iiture incurre1 in re,noving such lunatic to 
and from an asylum" tcgether with any o~her charges specified in 
bis behalf by the Governor·Geleral in Council in exercise of any 
power conferred upon him by this Act."t. 

• 24 & 25 Viet, e. 100, to 1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 18. 
t The worda within quotation. have been inserted by Act 6 of 1922. 



INDIAN LUIIACY. 

(3) "District Court" means the princiral Civil Court of ori· 
ginal jurisdiction in any area outside the loea limits {Qr the time 

- being of the Presidency-tows: 
(4) "criminallunatic" means any person for whoSe "detention"· 

in, or removal to an a"ylum. jail or other place of safe custody an 
order has been made in accordance with the provisions of section 
466 or section 471 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,t 1898, or 
of section 30 of the Prisoners Act,t (goo; II or under section 130A 
of the Indian Army, Act, 1911 "§ 

(5) I, lunatic " means an idiot or person of~sound mind: 
(6) "Magistrate" means an Preiidency Mag istrate, District 

Magistate, Sub-Divisional Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first 
class specially empowered by the Lo:al Govern met to perform 
the functions of a Magistrate under this Act: 

(7) .. medical officer It means a gazetted medical officer of 
Government, and includes a medical practitioner declared by 
general or special order of the Local Government to be a medical 
officer for the purpose of this Act; -

(8) " medical practioner" means a holder of a qualification to 
practise medicine and surgery which can be registered in the 
United Kingdom in accordance with the law for the time being In 
force fq,r the registratien of medical practioners, and includes any 
person declared by general or special order of the Local Govern
ment to be a medical practitioner for the purposes of this act: 

(9) "preseribed" means prestribed by this Act or by rule 
made there under: 

(10) "reception order II means an order made under the pro
visions of this Act for the reception into an asylum of a lunatic 
other than a lunatic so found by inquisition: 

(ll) " relative" includes any person related, by blood, marriage 
or adoption: and 

(12) "rule" means rule made under this Act. 

• The word. within quotatians has been 8ubstitude by act 11 of 1921. 
tAct V. of 1898 . 

. t Aot III, 011900. 
§ The words within q!1otationll have been inBerted by Act 33 of 1923. 
I The word. within quotatlon8 have been inaertec by Act 6 of 1911i. 
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PART H. 

RECEPTION, CARE AND TREATMENT OF LUNATICS. 

CHAPTER II. 

RECEPTION OF LUNATIC. 

4. (I) No person other than a criminal lunatic or a lunatic so 
Reception of persons in found by inquisition shall be received or 

asylum. detained in an asylum without a reception 
order save as provided by sections 8, 16 and 98 : 

Provided that any person in charge of an asylum may. with 
the consent of two of the visitors of such asylum, which consent 
shall not be given except upon a written application from the 
intending boarder, received and lodge as a boarder in such asylum 
any person who is desirous of submi tting himself to treatment. 

(2) A boarder received in an asylum under the proviso to sub
section (I) shall no be detained in the asylum for more than 
twenty-four hours after he ha'l given to the person in charge of the 
asylum notice in writing of his desire to leave such asylum. 

Reception Orders on peli/ian. 

IS. (I) An application for a reception order shall be made by 
Application for recep- petition accompained by a statement of 

tion order. particulars to the Magistrate within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction the alleged lunatic ordinarily 
resides, shall be in the form prescribed and shall be supported by 
two medical certificates on separate sheets of paper, one of which 
certificates shall be from a medical officer. 

(2) If either of the medical certificates is signed by any relative 
partner or assistant of the lunatic or of the petitioner, the petition 
shall state the fact, and, where the person signing is a relative. the 
exact manner in which he is related to the lunatic or petitioner. 

(3) the petition shall also state whether any previous applica
tien has been represented for an inquiry into the mental capacity 
of the alleged lunatic in any Court j and if such application ha.'4 
been made, a certified copy of the order made thereon shall be 
attached to the petition. 

(4) No·application for a reception order shall be entertained in 
any area outside the Presidency towns unless the Local Govern* 
ment has, by notification in the local official Gazette, declared such 
area as an area in which reception orders .may be made. 
Application by whom 6. (I) The petition shall be p~nted, if 

~o be presented. possible, by- ' 
(0) the husband or wife of the alleged lunatic, or 
(0) by any other relative of his, 

Vol. V-2Q 
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(2) Ifthe petition is not so prc-entc<i, it shall contain a statOo' 
ment of the reasons why it is not so presented, and of the conncc
tiono! the petitioner with the alleged lunatic, and the circuQlstances 
under which he presents the petition. . 

(3) No person shall present a petition unless he has attained 
the age of majority as determined by the law to which he iii subject 
and has within fourteen days before the presentation of the petition, 
personally seen the said lunatic. 

(4) The petition shall be signed and verified b..k:,. the petitioner 
and the statement of prescribed particulars by the person making 
such estatement. 

7. (I) Upon the presentation of the petiton the Magistrate 
Procedure upon petition shall cosider the allegations in the ~etition 

for reception order. and the evidence of lunacy appearing by 
the medical certificates. 

(2) If he considers that there are grounds for proceeding further 
he shall personally examine the alleged lunatic unless for reasons 
to be recorded in writing he thinks it unnecessary or inexpedient 
so to do 

(3) If he is satisfied that a reception order may properly be 
made forthwith, he may make the same accordingly. 

(4) If he is not so satisfied, he shall fix a date (notice whereof 
shall be given to the petitioner and to any other person to whom 
in the opinion of the Magistrate notice should be given) for the 
consideration of the petition, and he may make such. further or 
other enquiries of or concerning the alleged lunatic as he thinks fit. 

8. Upon the presentation of the petition the Magistrate may 
Detention of ~Ileged make such order as he thinks fit for the 

lunatic pending enquiry suitable custody of the alleged lunatic pend
ing the conclu~ion of the inquiry. 

9. The petition shall be considered in private in the presence 
C . d t" f t"t" of the. petitioner, the alleged lunatic (unless 

onsl era IQn 0 pe I Ion the Magistrate in his discretion otherwise 
directs), any person appointed by the alleged lunatic to represent 
him and such other persons ac; the Magistrate thinks fit. 

10. (I) At the time appointed for the consideration of the 
Order. petition. the Magistrate may either make a 

reception order or dismiss the petition, or 
may adjourn the same for further evidence or inquiry, and may 
make such order as to the payment of the costs of the inquiry by 
the person upon whose application it was made, or out of the 
estate of the all~ed lunafic if found to be of unsound mind, or 
otherwise,"'s he thinks tit. 

(2) If the petition is dismissed, the Magistrate shall record in 
writing his reasons%r dismissing the same, anti shan deliver or 
c:.ause to be delivered to the pe'tltiO'nct"awpy tlfsuch,onter. 
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11. No reception order shall be made under section '1 or sec
Further provisions as tion 10 save in the caseo! a lunatic who is 

to reception orders on dangerou .. and unfit to be at large, unless
petition. 

(a) the Magistrate is satisfied that the person in charge of 
an asylum is willing to receive the lunatic, and 

(b) the petitioner or some other person engages in writing 
to the satisfaction of the Magistrate to pay the cost 
of maintenance of the lunatic. 

IlA· ([) when an arrangement has been made with any 
Reception order in case European State with respect to the recep

of IUhltics from foreign tion of lunatics in asylums in British India, 
States in Indi.\. the Governor-General in Council may, by 
notification in the Gazette of India. direct that reception orders 
may be made under this Act in the case of any lunatic or class 
of lunatics residing in the territories in I ndia of such foreign 
European State, and shall in such notification specify the province 
or provinces within which such reception orders may be made. 

(2) On publication of a notification under rub-section (I), the 
provisions of this Act as to the making of reception orders on 
petition and fot temporary detention in suitable custody shall 
apply in the case of such lunatics, with the following modifications, 
namely:-

(a) an application for a reception order may be made by 
petition presented by such officer or agent of the 
foreign State in which the alleged lunatic ordinarily 
resides as may by general or special order be, 
approved by the Local Government in t.his behalf j 

(b) the function~ of the· Magistrate shall be performed by 
such officer as that Local Government may. by 
general or spt:cial order appoint in this behalf, and 
such officer shall be deemed to be the Magistrate 
having the jurisdiction of the alleged lunatic for all 
the purposes of the said provisions ; 

(c) for the purposes of sections 5 and 18 (I). the expressions 
medical officer" and II medical practitioner" shall 
include such person or class of persons as the Local 

. Government may specify in this behalf j 
(d) the Magistrate may in his discretion extend the period 

prescribed by section 19 within which the alleged 
lunatic must have been medically examined; and 

(t) sections 6 (1\ (2" (3\ I I and 34 of the Act shall not apply 
and with such other modifications, restrictions or 
adaptions as the Governor-General in Council may, 
b~ notification in the Gazette of India, direct for the 

• Sec tion nA has been add~d by Act XU. of 1916. 
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purpose of facilitating the application of the said 
provisions, . 

(3) A reception order made under this section shall be deemed 
to be a reception order made under· section 7 or settion ". 10, as 
the case may be. 

12, When any European who is subject to the provisions of 
. . the Army Act • has been declared a lunatic 

Reception . order. In in accordance with the provisions of the 
case of lunatic soldier. 'I't I t' . f' ti th' t' ml I ary regu a Ions In orM or e Ime 
being, and it appears to any administrative medical officer that he 
should be removed to an asylum, such administrative medical 
officer may, if he thinks fit, make a reception order under his hand 
for the admission of the said lunatic into any asylum which has 
been duly authorized for the purpose by the Governor-General in 
Council, 

13. (1) Every officer in charge of a police. station may arrest 

P d d · f or cause to be arrested all persons found 
owers an utles 0 d' I" h' h I" f h' police in respect of wan. enng at arge Wit 111 t e 1~lts 0 IS 

wandering or dangerous statIOn whom he has reason to beheve to be 
lunatics and lunatics lunatics, and shall arrest or cause to be 
cruelly treated or not arrested all persons within the limits of his 
under proper care and station whom he has reason to believe to be 
control. dangerous by reason of lunacy, Any person 
so arrested shall be taken forthwith before the Magistrate. 

(2) Every officer in charge of a police-station who has reason 
to believe that any person within the limits of his station is 
deemed to be a lunatic and is not under proper care and control, 
or is cruelly treated or neglected by any relative or other person 
having the charge of him, shall immediately report the fact to the 
Magistrate, 

14. Whenever any person is brought before a Magistrate under 
Recertion order in the provisions of su b-section (I) of section 

case 0 wanderi~g and 13 the Magistr~ te shall examine such per· 
dangerous lunatiCs. son, and if he thinks that there are groundS 
for proceeding further shall cause him to be examined by a 
medical officer and may make such other inquiries as he thinks 
fit ; and jf the Magistrate is satisfied that such person is a lunatic 
and a proper person to. be detained, he may, if the medic~1 officer 
who has examined such person, gives a medical certificate with 
regard to such person. make a reception order for the admission of 
such lunatic into an asylum: 

Provided that if any friend or relative desires that the lunatic 
be sent to a licensed asylum and engages in writi ng to the satisfac
tion of the Magistrate to pay the cost of maintenance of the lunatic 
in such asylum. the Magistrate shall, if the person in charge of . 

• 44 &4IS Vi"t .. c. 58. 
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such asylum consents, make a reception order for the admission of 
the lunatic. into the licensed asylum mentioned in the engage
ment. 

Provided fUrther that if any friend or relative of the lunatic 
enters into a bond with or without sureties for such sum of money 
as the Magistrate thinks fit conditioned that such lunatic shall be 
properly taken care of, and shall be prevented from doing injury 
to himself or to others, the Magistrate, msteaq of making a recep
tion order, may, if he thinks fit, make him over to the care of such 
friend or relative. 

1 & «() If it appears to the Magistrate, on the report of a 
police-officer or the information of any 

O~der in case of a lu- other person that any person within the 
natlc cruelly treated or limits of his jurisdiction deemed to be a 
not under proper care .. d 
and control. lunatiC I~ not un er proper care and con-

trol, or IS cruelly treated or neglected by 
any relative or other person having the charge of him, the Magis
trate may cause the alleged lunatic to be produced before him, 
and summon such relative or other person as has or ought to have 
the cbarge of him. 

(2) If such relative or other person is legally bound to main
tain the alleged lunatic, the magistrate may make an order for 
such alleged lunatic being properly cared for and treated, and, if 
such relative or other person wilfully neglects to comply with the 
said order, the Magistrate may sentence him to imprisonment for 
a term which may extent to one month. 

(3) If there is no person legally bound to maintain the allege 
lunatic, or if the Magistrate thinks fit so to do, he may proceed 
as prescribed in section 14, and upon being satisfied in manner 
aforesaid that the person deemed to be a lunatic is a lunatic and 
a proper person to be detained under care and treatment may, if 
a medical officer gives a medical certificate with regard to such 
lunatic, make a reception order for the .. dmission of such lunatic 
into an asylum. 

16 (I) When any person alleged to be a lunatic is brought 
. before a Magistrate under the provisions 

Det~ntlOn . of alleged of sor.tion 13 or section 15, the Magistrate 
luna~lc pendlg report by may, by an order in writing authorize the 
medical officer. d' f h 11 I'·· . bl etentlon 0 tea eged unabc 111 sulta e 
custody for such time not exceeding ten days as may be, in his 
opinion, necessary to enable the medical officer to determine 
whether such alleged lunatic is a person in respect of whom a 
medical certificate may be properly givell. 

(2) The Magistrate may, ftom time to time, for the same pur
pose by order in writing, authorize such further detention of the 
alleged lunatic for periods not exceeding ten days at a time as he 
thinks necessary: 
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Provided that no person shaH he detained in accordance with 
the provisions of this section for a total period exceeding thirtt 
days from the date on which he was first brougbt before the 
Magistrate. 

17. All acts which the Magistrate is authorized or required 
, , ,to do by sections 14, 15 or 16 may be done 

Commlssl?ner of Pohc,e in the Presidency. towns or Rangoon by . 
etc, to act m the Presl- the Commissioner of Police' and all duties 
dency·towD. h' h ffi . h . f 'Ii ' w iC an 0 cer in c arge-Q a po ce-statton 
is authorized or required to perform, may be peformed in any of 
the Presidency-towns by an officer of the police-force not below 
the rank of inspector. 

Further provisions as to reception orders and medical certificates. 

18. (I) Every medical certificate under this Act shall be made 
. I 'fi and signed by a medical practitioner or 

MedIca certl cates. a medical officer, as the case may be, and 
shall be in the form prescribed. 

(2) Every medical certificate shall state the facts upon which 
the person certifying has formed his opinion that the alleged 
lunatic is a lunatic, distinguishing facts observed by himself from 
facts communicated by others j and no reception order on peti
tion shall be made upon a certificate founded only upon facts 
communicated by others, 

(3) Every medical certificate made under this Act shall be 
evidence of the facts therein appearing and of the judgment therein 
stated to have been formed by the person certifying on such facts, 
as if the matters therein appearing had been verified on oath. 

19. (I) A reception order required to be founded on a medical 
.. certificate shall not be made unless the per· 

TlI~e and ~an~er O! son who signs the medical certificate, or, 
medl,cal eXammatlOn 0 where two cerriticates are required, each 
lunatIc, h' 'fi h person w 0 sIgns a certl cate, as person· 
ally examined the alleged lunatic, in the case of an order upot\ 
petition, not more than seven clear days before the date of the 
presentation of the petition, and,- in all other cases, not more than 
s~vcn clear days before the date of the order. 

(2) Where two medical certificates are required, a reception 
order shall not be made unless each person signing a certificate 
has examined the alleged lunatic separately from the otber. 

20. A reception order, if the same appears to be in confol'" 
A h 't f ' mity with this Act, shall be sufficient autho-

ut Ofl y or receptIon. rity for the petitioner or any person autho. 
rized by him, or in the case of an order not made upon petition, 
for the petSon authorized so to do by the person making the 
order, to take the lunatic and convey him to the place mentioned 
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in such order and for his recepti .• n and detentiQll, therein, or in 
any asylu'9 to which he may be removed in accordance with thf'l 
provisions of this Act. and the order may be acted on without fur
ther eviClence of the signature or of the jurisdiction of the person 
making the order. 

"Provided that no reception order shall be continue to have 
efl'ect-

(a) after the expiry of thirty days (rom the date on which 
it was made, unless the lunatic has been admitted to 
the place mentioned therein within that period, or 

(b) after the discharge under the provisions, of this Act. o( 
the lunatic from such place or (rom any asylum to 
which he may have been removed."! 

:U. Any au~hority making a reception order under this Part 

Copy of reception order 
tO,be sent to person in 
cbarge of asylum. 

aa. Subject to 
Restriction as to asylllm 

into which reception 
orders may direct ad
mi'lsion. 

shall forthwith send a certified copy of 
the order to the person in charge of 
the asylum into which. such lunatic is 
to be admitted. 

the provisions of senction 85, no Magistrate 
shall make a reception order for the admis
sion of any lunatic into any asylnm estab. 
Iished by Government outside the Province 
in which the Magiatrate exerci!les jurisdic-

tion. 

Detention of lunatics pending removal 10 asylum. 

as. When any reception order ha!i be~n made under sections 

D . (1 . 7, 10, 14 or 15, the Magistrate may, for 
etentlOn 0 unatlcs d d - • . d' 

pending removal to reasons to be recor e 10 wrltmg, .rect 
asylum. that the lunatic, pending his removal to any 

asylum, be detained in suitable custody in 
such place as the Magistrate thinks fit. 

Receptio" a"tI dele"tio" oj c,.i",i"aI lu"atzi:s. 

~4. An order under section 416 or section 471 of the Code o( 
Reception and deten- Sriminal Procedur.e,t 1898, ()r urv1tr sec

tion 01 criminal lunatics. tlon 30 of the Pnsr)ners Act.: (900 "or 
uuder the provisions of secti<Jn 103A of the 

Indian Army Act, 1911" § directing the reception of a criminal 
lunatic into any asylum which is pr~scribed for the reception 
of criminal lunatics shaH b~ sufficient authority (or the reception 
and detention of any person named therein in such asylum or in 
any other asylum to which he may b~ lawfully transferred. 

.. The ~ord8 within quotations have been inserte1 by Act 32 of 1923. 
t Aot V. of 1898. .: Act lII. of 1900. 
§ TIle words within quotations hare been inlerted b, Act 33 of 1923. 
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Receptio" a/tel' i"tjll;sit;o". 

Reception after inqui- 25. A lunatic so found by inquisition 
sition. may be admitted into an asyJum-

(I) in the case of an inquisition under Chapter IV. on an 
order made by or under the authority of the High 
Court; 

(2) in the case of an inquisition under ChaPter V! on an order 
made by the District Court. . 

26. (I) When any lunatic has been admitted into an asylum 
Order for payment of in accordance with the provisions of section 

cost of maintenance of 25, the High Court or the District Court, 
lunatic. as the case may be, shall, on the application 
of the person ill charge of the asylum, make an order for the ' 
payment of the cost of maintenance of the lunatic in the asylum, 
and may from time to time direct that any sum of money payable 
under such order shall be recovered from the estate of the lunatic 
or of any person legally bound to maintain him: 

Provided that, if at any time it shall appear to the satisfacti6n 
of the Court that the lunatic has not sufficient property, and that 
no person legally bound to maintain such lunatic has sufficient 
means for the payment of such CO'lt, the Court shall certiCy the 
same instead of making such order for the payment of the costs as 
aforesaid, 

(2) An order under sub-section (I) shall be enforced in the 
same manner and shall be of the same force and effect and subject 
to the same appeal as a decree made by the Court in a suit in 
respect of the property or person therein mentioned. 

Ament/meat 0/ orde,. 0,. certificate. 

2'7. If, after the reception of any lunatic into any asylum, on 
Amendment of order a reception order, it appears that the ordJi 

or certificate . upon which he wa.s received or the medical 
certificate or certificates upon which such order was made is Or 
are defective or inconect, the same may at any time afterwards 
D'! amended by the person or persons signing the same with the 
sanction of two or more of the visitors of the said asylum, orie of 
whom shall be a medical officer. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

CARE AND TREATMENT. 

Visitors. 

ss. (I) The local Government shall appoint for every asylum 
A . t t f . . not less than three visitors, one of whom at 

ppom men 0 VIsItors least shall be a medical officer. 

(2) The Inspector-General of Pri.,ons (where such office exists) 
shall be a visitor ex-otJicio of all the asylums within the limits of 
his jurisdiction. 

29. Two or more of the visitors, one of whom shall be a 
Monthly inspection by medical officer, shall, once at least in every 

visitors. . month, together inspect every part of the 
asylum of which they are vi 'Ii tors, and see and examine as far as 
circumstance,; will permit, every lunatic and boarder therein, 
and the order and certificate for the admission of every lunatic 
admitted since the last visitation of the visitors, and shall enter 
in a bOOk to be kept for that purpose any remarks which they may 
deem proper in regard to the management and condition of the 
asylum and the inmates thereof. 

30. (I) When any persoll is" detained ". under the provisions 
inspection of criminal of section 466 or section 471 of the Code 

lunatics by Inspector. of Criminal Procedure,t (898 " or under the 
General or visitors. provisiotl<; of section 103 A of the Indian 
Army Act, (91l" t the I nspector-General of Prisons if such 
person is II detained"· in a jail, or the visitors of the asylum 
or any two of them, if he is " detained "e in an asylum, may visit 
him in order to ascertain his state of mind; and he !:Shall be visited 
once at least in every six months by such Inspector-General or by 
two of such visitors as aforesaid; and such Inspector-General or 
visitors shall make a special report as to the state of mind of such 
person to the authority under whose order he is II detained ". 
I •. (2) The Local Government may empower the officer in charge 
fIl the jail in which such person may be II detained ... to discharge 
all.or any of the functions of the Inspector-General under sub· 
section (I). ' 

Discharge of duties. 

31. (I) Three of the visitors of any asylum, of whom one shall 
be a medical officer, may. by order in writ

Order of discharge from ing, direct the discharge of any person deasylum by visitors. 
tained in such asylum, and such pet"!lOn 
thereupon be discharged : 

• 'l!fhe word within quotation. has been 8nb,thuted by .let 11 of 1923. 
t Act V. of 1898. 
~ The words within quotatioD8 have been inlleried by .lot sa of 1918. 

Vol. V-~J 
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Provided that ~o order under this sub-section shall be made in 
the case of a person detained under a reception order uuder section 
12, or, in the case of a criminal lunatic, otherwise than as provided 
by section So of the Prisonors Act,* 1900. 

(2) When such order is made, if the person detaineQ under the 
order of any public authority, notice of the order of discharge shall 
be immediately communicated to such authority. 

82. (I) A lunatic detained in an asylum ~der a reception 
Discharge of lunatics in order, made on petition, shall be discharged 

other cases and of Euro· if the person on whose petition the recep' 
pean military lunaties. tion order was made so applies in writing 
to the person in charge of the asylum: 

Provided that no lunatic shall be discharged under the provi
sions of sub-section ([) if the officer in charge of the asylum 
certifies in writing that the lunatic is dangerous and unfit to be at 
large. 

(2) A person detained in an asylum under a reception order 
made under section 12 shall be detained therein until he is dis
charged therefrom in accordance with the military regulations 
in force for the time being, or until the officer making the order 
applies for his transfer to the military authorities in view to his 
removal to England. 

(S) Whenever it appears to the officer in charge of an asylum 
that the discharge of a person therein detained under an order made 
under section 12 i'l necessary either on account of his recovery. or 
for any other purpose, such person shall be brought before the 
visitors of the aqylum, and on the visitors recording their opinion 
that the discharge should be made, the General or other Officer 
Commanding the division. district, brigade or force, or other officer 
authorized to order the admission of such person~ into an asylum, 
shaH forthwith direct him to be discharged. and such discharge shall 
take place in accordance with the military regulations in force for 
the time being. , 

83. When any relative or friend of a lunatic detained in any' 
Order of discharge on asylum u,nder ~he provisions of setH.ons 14, 

undertaking of relative 15 or 17 IS doslrous that such lunatIC shall 
01" ~ue care of the . be delivered over to his care and custody, 
lU'1lattc, he may make application to the authority' 
under who!'1e order the lunatic is detained, and such authority~ 1f 
it thinks fit, in consultation with the person in charge of the 
asylum and with the visitors or with one of them being a medical 
officer. and upon such relative or friend entering into a bond with 
or without sureties for such sum of money as the said authority 
thinks fit conditioned that such lunatic shall be properly ta.ken'" 
care of an~ shall be prevented from dOing injury to himself or"" to. 

• Act flJ, of ,190(). 
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others. may make an order for the discharge of lIUch lunatic, and 
such lunatic shall thereupon be discharged. 

34. If allY lunatic detained in an asylum on a reception order 
Discbarge of person made under sections 7, 10, 14. 15 or 17 is 

sUbsequently found, on subsequently found on an inquisition under 
inquisition .not to be of Chapter IV. or Chapter V. not to be of 
unsound mmd, unsound mind and incapable of managing 
himself and his affairs, the person in charge of the asylum shall 
forthwith, on the production of a certified copy of such finding, 
discharge the aUeg:d lunatic from the asylum. 

Removal o/Iunatics. 

35. "(1) Any lunatic may, in accordance with any general 

R I fl 
. d 01 special order of the Local Government 

emova 0 una tics an b d f I bl' h d of criminal lunatics. e remove rom any asy um esta l~ ~ 
by Government to any other asylum within 

the province or to any other asylum in any other province with 
the consent of the Local Government of that province II. 

Provided that no lunatic admitted into an asylum on a recep
tiOtl order made on petition shall be removed in accordance with 
the provisions of this sub-section until notice of such intended 
removal has been given to the petitioner. 

(2) The" Local Government II. may make such general or 
special order as .. it II. thinks fit directing the removal of any 
person for whose" detention "t an order has been made un,der 
section 466 or section 471 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
1898 "or under section l03A of the Indian Army ,Act, 191 1 "~ 
from the place where he is for the time being I' detained, JOt to 
any asylum, jailor other place of safe oustody "in the province, 
or to any asylum or jail or other place of safety in any 
other province with the consent of the Local Government of that 
province" 

Escape and re·captu,.e. 

38. Every person received into an asylum under any such 
Order to justify deten. order as is required by this act, may be 

tion and re-capture after detained therein until he is removed or 
escape. discharged as authorized by law, and in 
case of escape may. by virtue of such order, be re-taken by any 
police-offic:er or by the person in charge of such asylum, or any 
officer or servant ,belonging thereto, or any other person authorized 
in that behalf by the said person in charge, and conveyed to and 
received and detained if! such asylum:-

-The words within quotations haY8 been 8ubetituted by Act 38 of 1920. 
t Tbe word .itbin quotations bave been inserted by Att 11 of 1923. 
t The words within quotation. baTe heen lIubiitituted by Act 33 of 1913. 
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Provided that. in the case of a lunatic not being a critninal 

lunatic or a lunatic in respect of whom a reception order. has been 
made under section 12, the power to re-take such C$Caped lunatic 
under this section shall be exerciseable only for a period of one 
month from the date of his escape. 

PART III. 
JUDICIAL INQUISITION AS TO LUli,ACY. 

CHAPTER IV. 
PROCEEDINGS IN LUNACY IN PRESIDENCY. TOWNS. 

I" qus·sition. 
8'1. The Courts having jurisdiction under this Chapter shall 

Jurisdiction in lunacy be the High Courts of Judicature at Fort 
in Presidency towns. William, Madras and Bornby. 

38. (I) The Court may upon applicatio~ by order direct an 
Court may order in- ~nq.uis!ti?n whether a person s?bject to the 

quisition as to persons JUrisdIctIOn of the Court who 1S alleged to 
alleged to be insane be lunatic, is of unsound mind and incap' 
able of rnanaging himself and h~s affairs. 

(2) Such order may also contain directions for inquiries con· 
cerning the nature of the property belonging to the alleged 
lunatic, the persons who are his relatives, the time during which 
he has been of unsouml mind or such other matters as to the Court 
may seem proper. 

39. Application for such inquisition may 
Application by whom be made by any relative of the alleged 

to be made. 
lunatic, or by the Advocate-General. 

Notice of time and 40. (I) Notice shall be given to the 
place of inquisition. alleged lunatic of the time and place at 

which it is proposed to hold the inquisition. 
(2) If it appears that personal service on the alleged lunatic 

would be ineffectual, the Court may direct lfuch substituted service 
of the notice as it thinks fit. 

(3) The Court may also direct a copy of such notice to be 
served upon any relative of the alleged lunatic and upon any other 
person to whom in the opinion of the Court notice of the applica-
tion should be given. . 

: 41. (I) The Court may require the alleged lunatic to attend at 
Powers of Court in such convenient time and place as it may 

respect of . at~ndanc.e appoint for the purpose of being personally 
and • exammatlOn o( examined by the Court, or by any person 
lunatIc' from whom the Court may desire to .bave a 
report of the mental capacity and condition of such alleged luna~. 
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(2) The Court may likewise make an order- authotizing any 
person or .persons therein named to have access to the alleged 
lunatic for the purpose of a personal examination. , 

42. The attendance and examination of the alleged lunatic 
Rnles respecting atten- under the provisions of section 41 shall, if 

'dance and examination the alleged luntaic be a woman who, accord
of females alleged to be ing to the manners and customs of the 
lunatic. country, ought not to be compelled to 
appear in public, be regulated by the law and practice for the 
examination of such persons in other civil cases. 

43. (I) If the alleged lunatic is not within the local limits of 
. " the jurisdiction of the Court, and the inqui-

Power to dIrect Plst~l~t sition cannot conveniently be made in the 
~our,t to m~ke mquisi. manner hereinbefore provided, the Court 
tlon In certam cases. d' h' .. . b d b ~ may trect t e mqulliltlon to e ma e elore 
the District Court within whose local jurisdiction the alleged 
lunatic may be ; and such District Court shall accordingly proceed 
to make such inqui~ition in the same manner as if the alleged 
~unatic were subject to its jurisdiction and shall certify its finding 
upon the matters of inquisition to the Court directing the 
inquisition. 

(2) The record of evidence taken upon the inquisition shall be 
transmitted, together with any remarks the Court may think 6t 
to make thereon, to the Court by which the inquisition was 
directed. 

44. If the finding of the District Court appears to the Court 
Amendment of finding directing the inquisition to be defective or 

of I?istrict, Court, if d~. insufficient in point of form, it may either 
fectlVe or m5ufficlent In amend the same or refer it back to the 
from. Court which made the inqusition to be 

amended. 

45. The finding of the Court on the inquisition or the finding 
Frocedings on Sf/din o.f the District Court to which the inquisi. 

of Court. g lion may have been referred under the 
. provisions of section 43 with such amend-
ments as· may be made under the provisions of section 44, as the 
~ may be, shall, have the same effect, and to be proceeded on 
.in .the same manner in regard to the appoihtment of a guardian 
(jA( a persQn and a manager of the estate. of the lunatic as the 
findings referred to in section 12 of the Lunacy (Supreme Courts) 
Act,- 18S8, immediately before the commencement of this Act: 

• ~x.xlV. of 1868. 
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judicial lowers ove,. persQ1f aH4 estate of lunatIC, 

~. (I) The Court may make orders {or the custody of lunatics 
Custody of lunatics and so found by inquisition and. the manage.. 

management of their ment of their estates. 
estates. 

(2) When upon the inquisition it is specially found that the 
person to whom the inquisition relates is of unsound mind so as 
to be incapable of managing his affairs, but that he is cal'able of 
managing himself, and is not dangerous to him'ftlf or to' others, 
the Court make such orders as it thinks fit (or the management 
(If the estate of the lunatic including proper provision for the 
maintenance of the lunatic and of such members of bis family as 

, are dependent on him for maintenance, but it shall not be neces
sary to make any order as to the custody of the person of the 
lunatic. 

47. The Court, on the appointment of a manager of the estate 
of a lunatic, may direct by the order of 

Powers of manager in appointment, or by any subsequent order, 
respect ,of management that such manager shall have sue. pow~rs 
of lunatIC s estate. .... , 

for the management of the estate as ~o the 
Court may seem necessary and proper, reference being had to the 
nature of the propety, whether moveable or immoveable, of which 
the estate may consist : 

Provided that no manager so appointed shall without the 
permission of the Court-

(a) Mortgage, charge or transfer by sale, gift, exchange or 
otherwise, any immoveable property of the luna· 
tic ; or 

(6) lease any such property for a term exceeding five years. 
Such permission may be granted subject to any condition or 

restriction which the Court thinks fit to impose. 

48. The Court may, on application made to it by petition 
Power to make order concerning any matter whatsoever connected 

concerning any matter with the lunatic or his estate make. such 
connected with the lu- order, subject to the provisions ofthis Chap
~aoy; ter, respecting the application, as in tile 
circumstances, it thinks 6t. 

Management and administration. 

49. The Court f9ay, if it appears to be just or for the luna; 
. tic's befit, order that any property, moveable 

Pow~~ to dIspose of orimmoveable of the lunatic and wbetbeil', 
lunatICS property for • . '. i d . 
certain purposes, 1~ posseSSion, reverSlon, rema n er, o,r con~ 

, tmgency be sold, charged, mortgaged. dealt. 
with -or otherwise dispos~ of as may seem most expedieDttor the' 
purpose of '~Ilin~ or securin~~t' 'lOepaying with or without interest 
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money to be applied or which has been appliect to all or any of 
the followipg 'PUi"poses, namely-

(I) the payment of the lunatic's debts or engagemen ts ; 
~2) the aischarge of any incum bra nee on his property, 
(3) the payment of any debt or expenditure incurred for the 

lunatic's maintenance or otherwise for his benefit; 
(4) The payment of or provision for the expenses of his 

future maintenance and the maintenance of such 
members of his family as are dependent on him (or 
maintenance, including the expenses of his removal 
to Europe, if he shall be so removed, and all expense. 
incidental thereto; 

(5) the paymet of thf')' costs of any inquiry under this 
Chapter, and of any costs incurred by order or under 
the ,authority of the Cou rt. 

50. (1) The manager of the lunatic's estate shall, in the name 
'Execution of convey· and on behalf of the lunatic execute all 
nces and .. powers by such conveyances and instrument, of trans

"lanager t1\'1der order fer relative to any sale, mortgage or other 
of Court. disposition of his estate as the Court may 

order. 

(2) Such manager shall. in like manner, under the order of 
the Court, exercise all powers whatsoever vested in a lunatic, 
whether the same are vested in him for his own benefit or in the 
character of tru~ee or guardian. 

51. Where a person, having contracted to sell ur otherwise 

C d 
dispose of his estate or any part thereof, 

ourt mayor er per- f d b 1 - h C 
{Qrmance of coritract. a terwar s eco~es unattc, t e ourt ~ay, 

if the contract IS such as the Court thmks 
ought to be performed, direct the manager of the estate to exe
cute such conveyances and to do such other acts in fulfilment of 
the coutract as it shall think proper. 

52'. tt) Whether a person, being a member of a partnership 

~
iSSolution and dis- firm, is found to be a lunatic. the Court, 

, at of property of may, on the application of the other part .. 
tnership on a mem- ners, or of any person who appears to the 

her beOCrplt lunatic. Court to be entitled to rcquire the same, 
dtsiolve the partnersh ip . 

. ' t2) Yponsuch dissolution. or upon a dissolution by decree of 
htt {)f otherwise by due course of law, the manager of the 
«state.y, in the name and on behalf of \he lunatic, join . with 
Jibe other partners in disposing of the partnership property: upon, 
",eh,terms, and slaH do aU such acts for carrying . .intq eReCt the 
" C:»Uolution .of the pa.rtneu~ .. <; .l,be Cou rt shall think proper. 
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58. Where a ~J1Atic has been engaged in businc9~~ the Cou'dl 
D~ . of ~liDel{ may, if it app'Cars to be ,f~ the, luna~f 

prellu", . bene6t that . the ·busln.ess ~ .... ~ld 'bij' 
, > " ' . disposed of. order the manager.<I' ~estate ~ 
to -U:and di$.pose of the same, and the moneysarbiing frPal"Such 
sa.,c'8haJl!'be applied in such manner as the Courtm~y diifX:t. :;; '~; 

.> - - . . • - , ' -

' ., Where a lunatic is entitled to a lease or under lease,Ancf 
Mall~er may dispose it appears to be fo~ the benefit of h,iscstatc< 

of lease. that 1t should be dtsposed of, the (manager 
of the estate may. by orde'f of ~Court, 

surrender, assign or otherwise dispose t:,f the same to such persQR 
fOr .uch' \1aluable or nominal consideration, and upon such terms". 
as the Court thinks fit. . , it;; 

IS. If a lunatic possessed of any immoveable property situa~ 
Assumption of charge beyond the local limits of the jurisdiction 

by Court of, Wards of of the Court. which, by the law in force in 
land . b.elongrn~ to a the Province wherein such pr9petty i. ',· 
lunatic In certain cases. situated, subjects the proprietor, if diSqua~, 
lified. to the jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, the said Court ot' 
Wards may assume'the charge of such property and m~ge the 
same according to the law for the time being in force for Streb,' 
management: . 

Provided that-
(I) in such case, no further proceedings.in respect of the 

lunacy shall be taken under any su~h law, nor shall 
, it be competent to the Court of War~sQrto any 
Colletor to appoint a guardian of the persOn of tho 
said lunatic or a manager 0 f the estate . except of the 
immoveable property which so subjects the proprie-
tor as aforesaid: ' 

(2) the surplus of the income of such property, after provid' 
ing for the payment of the Government revenue ,:;aoo 

eupenses of management, shall be disposed of , troUl 
timeto time in such manner as the Higb ,nCourt may 
ili~: ' 

(3) nothing contained in this section shall affect ,the'jx)wer$ 
given to the High Court by sections 49, So and 51 ?I.r 
(except soJar as relates to the management of tbe~ ~ 

, immoveable . property which so !iUbjcctt ~~prl~ ' 
as aforesaid) the powers given by any()ther~Qn:" , ' 

,8. (, ( tJ it appears to the Court, having 'regard to ' .tIi~ : ii.1 
ro~er to ' al?ply p~o· tion an? conditioQ in :Ufo?' tM: ·;j~n" "'C!/ 

,*"Corl\11.'atlc·s .mam. hls famlly and the otherclrcumsta~ of,. 
l~aDet. ' wltbo!lt case, to . be'~~ient ..... ,hi • . 'p~< 
Wp6i~lI_lDaaager ",10 shQuld be made available :,for .:,hH ,:ot"~~ 
~Ulca ••. . !; ' ... !> mait'lt~cein a ' d~""b.K~' 
.~· .t ~.i; instead of apllointinsr,.;'& cbadl.ller' of .the 0IIta1ll;< 
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.lIJltit ~t '_property if money lot if ?f qy otDer t!cJcription the 
·· •. Pf04ucetherO?f. wllen· realized! be paid .,to such perlo!, ",as,. the ,. 
'. Court may thInk It. to ~ appbed for tbe purpose af.sattL .;/ .~ 

',' (~ The ~eipt of tl:le person so appointed sha"1! be ... 
".. .... ..... .~. " :';.'::0.. 

d~arge to any person who pays any money or del" '_ ' .:., .. 
,~ of the lunatic to such person. 

Vesti"l orders. 

17:Whete any stock or Government securities or any~ 
p. ower .. ,. to order trans- a company (transferable within British ' . 

.. _ Hock belonging or the dividends of which are parable th 

.. lunatic, iu certain is or are standing in the name 0, or ve' 
,~'et. in, a lunatic, beneficially entitled thereto, or 
~a manager o(the estate of a lunatic, or in a trustee for him, and 
'~e manager dies intestate, or himself becomes lunatic, or is out 
pf the jurisdiction of the Court, or it jg uncertain whether the 
manager is Hving or dead, or he neglects or refuses to transfer 
tile stock, securities or shares,or to receive and pay over thereof the 
dividends· to a new manager or as the Court directs, within four
~days after being required by the Court to do so, then the 
Courlmy order some fit person to make such transfer, or to trans
fer the same, and to receive and pay over the dividends in such 
manner as the Court directs. 

18. Where any such stock or Government securities or share 
Power to .order trans- in a company is or are standing in the name 

re~ of stoel of lunatic of, or vested in, any person residing out of 
resi~ing out or Bri~ish British I ndia and not in any part of the 
I~d. la, and the Umted United Kingdom the Court upon being 
KlOgdOro. satisfied that such 'person has been declared 
ll1natic. and that his personal estate has been vested in a person 
"appQ,inted for the management thereof, according to the law of the 
pJace-'\vhere he is residing, may order some fit person to make 
siJ(:h transfer of the stock, securities or shares, or of any part 
thereof, to e1",Cnto the name of the person so appointed or other
wise. and also to receive and pay over the dividends and proceeds 
as the Court thinks fit. 

General. 

'SI. If it appears to the Court that the unsoundness be mipd 
~od.:',N;, IIP,ply _0- of a !u~atic is i!1 its nature temporary, arut 

.~:tof1hatlC::'S ~ . that It IS exped1ent to make temporary pro
~.ett •. CILIO or te,- visiol1 for his maintenance or for the malt 
.... !f ·t~~ 'tenance of such members of hiS family IS 
a..ed~ent 9n him fortlJeir maintenance. the Courf.·U¥lyrhi 
~.~ as under SeetioQ 56, direct his property Or a~n. 
""iof it',. wt'applJtd {or the purpQ~e aCqresaiqi" . . 

'y.," ., " /7' 

Y'o~ "1-2' 
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.eo. (I) 'When any persott'bas been found under'thfltCha.ptet 
Proceedings in lunacy to be of unsound mind and it is subseqne~

to ,cease or to be set Iy shown to the CQurt tlat-there. is feallOn 
aside if Court finds that to believe that such unsoundnes. of mind 
tbr unsoundness, of has ceased, the Court may 'make an order 
mUld bas ceased. f·· . h h h • till f or mqutrlng w et er suc person IS s 0 
unsound mind and incapable of managing himself and his affairS, . 

(2) The inquiry shall be conducted as far as may be in the 
manner prescribed in this Chapter for an inquisition into the un-, 
soundness of mind of an alleged lunatic; an&..if it is "und that 
the unsoundness of mind has ceased, the Court shall order all pro
'ceedings in the lunacy to cease or to be set aside on such ~ms 
and conditions as to the Court may seem fit. : , 

61. The Court may, from time to time, make rules for the 
Power of Court to purpose of carrying into effect the provisions 

make rules. of this Chapter in matters of lunacy. . 

CHAPTER V. 

PROCEEDINGS IN LUNACY OUTSIDE PRESIDENCY· TOWNS. 

Inquisition. 

62, Whenever any person not subject to the jurisdictiono! 
Power of District Court ~ny of the COllrts mentioned i." section 37 

to institute inquisition 15 possessed of property and IsaUegccl to 
as to persons alleged to be. a lunatic, the District Court within 
be luuatic. whose jurisdiction such person is residing 
may. upon application, by order direct and inquisition for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether such person is of unsound n:tind 
and incapable of managing himself and his affairs. ~ 

63. (I) Application for such inquisition may be. made .,,' any 
. . relative of the alleged lunatic or by any 

Apphcatton by whom public curator appointed under the Succes. 
to be made. sion (property pr Jtection) Act,* 1841 (here
inafter referred to as the curator), or by the Government,Pleader~ 
as defined in the Code of Civil Procedure,t 1908 or if the property 
of the alleged lunatic consists in whole or in part' of, land .o~ 
an}" in~etest in land, by the Collector of the District in which...itilt. 
situate. 

, (2) If the property or any part thereof is of such a, de,kriptton
that it would by the law in force in any Province ·w.e~s_; 
property is situate subject to the pro[)rietor, if9isquali~, · 
to tQe jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, the application'maY·"be 
made by the Collector on behalf ofthe Court of Wat:ds~ ,, _ '. 

• "'otxtx. ot~184l. t .. ctv oq. 
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• "The provisions of sections 40,41 and 42 shaUregulate the 
Rea-ulation f1{ proceed. proceedings of ·the District'· Court with re-

iDgs olDistrict Courts. gard to the matters to which they relate. 

Inquisition by District 65. (I) The District Court, if it thinks 
Court and finding fit, may appoint two or more persons to 
thereon. Act as assessors to the Court in the said 
inquisition. 

(2) Upon ,the completion of the inquisition, the Court shall 
determine whether the alleged lunatic is of unsound mind and 
incapable of managing himself and his affairs or may come to a 
sp~lal finding that such alleged lunatic is of unsound mind so 
as to be incapable of managing his affairs but that he is capable 
of managing himself and is not dangerous to himself or to 
others. 

86. (I) If the alleged lunatic resides at a distance of more 
~nquisition by subor. th~n ~fty mile~ f~om the p)~ce where, th~ 

dlnate Court on commis- District Court IS held to which the apph
sionissued by Dis!rict cation is made, the said Court may issue 
Court and proceedmgs a commission to any subordinate CotIrt to 
thereon. k h' ., . d h b d' t ma e t e inqUiSitIOn, an suc su or lna e 
Court !!hall thereupon conduct the inquisition in the manner here
inbefore provided in this Chapter. 

(03) On the completion of the inqnisition, the subordinate 
Court shall transmit the record of its proceedings with the 
opinions of the assessors if assessors have been appointed, and 
its own opinion on the case; and the District Court shall there
up?n proceed to dispose of the application in the manner pro
Vided ill section 65, sub-section (2) : 

Provided that the District Court may direct the subordinate 
Court to make such further or other inquiries as it thinks fit before 
disposing of the appiication. 

Judicial power, over person and estate o/lunatic. 

Custedyof lunatics and 67 (r) The Court may make orders for 
m.nagement of their the custody of lunatics so found by inquisi-

- estates. tion and the management of their estates. 
",e;; (2) When upon the inquisition it is specially found that the 
.. rson to whom the inquisition relates is of unsound mind so as . 
.... be incapable of managing his affairs, but that he is capable of 

;,l.Danaging himgelf, and is not dangerous to himself or to others, 
, 'tbeCourt may make such orders, as it thinks fit for the manage

mCH\t of the elltate of the .,lunatic i.neluding proper provisions for 
the maintenance of the lunatic and of such members of his 

.;fa.flyas arb dependent on bim for maintenance, but it shall not 
be rMliicssaryto IUllke any order as to thc custody of the. person 
oftbe lunatic. 
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88. If the estate of a lunatic ~o ' found or any part thet'eof 

COUrt of Wards to be consl.atSo of ~ro~y which, b~ tbe . law for ' 
authorised in certain the time beIOg tn force, subJeCts . the pro~ 
cases to take charge of prietor, if disqualified, to the jurisdiction of 
estate oflunatic. the Court of Wards, the Court of Wards 
shall be authorised to take charge of the same. 

89. (Il If the estate of a lunatic so found consists in whole 
Power to direct CoUec- or if'! part off lanhd or any intehrest,. in lanld

d tor to take charge of but IS not 0 sue a nat~ t at It wou 
person and estate of subject the proprietor, if disqualified, to 
lunatic in certain cases . the jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, the 
District Court may direct the Collector to take charge of the 
person and estate of the lunatic: 

Provided that no such order shall be made without the consent 
of the Collector previously obtained. 

(2) The Collector shall thereupon appoint a manager of ~the 
estate, and may appoint a guardian of the person of the lunatic. 

70. All proceedings of the Collector in regard to the person or 
Control over proceed- estate?f a lunatic under this Chapter shall 

dings of Collector. be subject to the control of the Local Gov-. 
ernment or of such authority as it may appoint in this behalf. 

Power of District Court 71. (I) In all other cases the ·· District 
to appoint guardian and Court shall appoint a manager of the "estate 
~anager and take secu- of the lunatic and may appoint a guardian 
fit) from manager. of his person. 

Provided that a District Court may, instead of appointing a 
manager of the estate of a lunatic, exercise any of the powers 
conferred on the High Court under sections 56 and 59. 

(2) Any person who has been appointed by the District Court 
or C;;o~lector to ma.nage the estate of a. lunatic shall, if so required, 
enter lOto a bond 10 such form and With such sureties as to the 
Court or the Collector, as the case may be, may seem fit, engaging 
duly to acc~unt for what he may receive in respect of the property 
of~~~~ " 

'1a. The legal heir of a lunatic shall not be appointed to M 
-Restriction on appoint- the guardian of the person of such lunatic , 

ment of legal heir of unless the Court or the Collector, as the 
luna,ic to be guardian of case may be, for reasons to be recorded in; 
his person. writing considers that such an f appointment 
is for the benefit of the lunatif. 

'73. A guardian of the person of a lunatic or a manager of hi. 
Remuneration of mana- estate. appointed under. this 'C~apter shall 

ger and guardians. be paid such allowance, If any, a! the Court 
' . Q.r the Collector, as tbe case-may be, thinks 

fit for his care. and. pai,!" in the execution of his dutie s. , . 
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Dut"-' . 1- _..... 74. (I) The person ,appointed to' be gnar· 
les 0 gU_ulan. d' fIt' , "- sh 11 h h • Ian 0 a una IC s person a ave t e 

care of his person and maintenance, 
(2) ~b!n a distinct guardian is appointed, the manager shall 

ply to the guardian such allowance as may be fixed by the Dis
trict Court, or the Collector, as the case may be, for the mainte
nance of the lunati<; and such members of his family as are depen
dent «m him for their maintenance. 

7S. (I) Every manager of the estate of a lunatic appointed as 

Plowers of manager. afuresaid may exercise the same powers in 
the managemertt of the estate as might 

have been exercised by the proprietor if not a lunatic, and may 
collect and pay all just claims, debts and liabilities due to or by 
the estate of the lunatic: . 

l'rovided that no manager so appointed shall without the pre
mission of the Court-

(a) mortgage, charge o~ transfer by sale, gift, exchange or 
otherwise any immoveable property of the lunatic. 

(0) lease any such property for a term exceeding five years. 
Such permission may be granted subject to any condition or 

restriction which the Court thinks fit to impose. 
(2) Before granting any such permission, the Court may cause 

notice of the application for such permission to be served on any 
relative or friend of the lunatic, and may make or cause to be 
made such inquires as to the Court may seem necessary in the 
interests of the lunatic. 

76, (I) Every person appointed by the District Court or by 
_. t ~ - h' Collector to be manager of the estate of a 
... anagers 0 ,urnlS tn· I . b II . h" h - h ventoryand annual ae- unatle s a I Wit In SIX mont s from t e 

counts. date of his appointment deliver in Court or 
to the Collector, as the case may be, an in

ventory of the immoveable preperty belonging to the lunatic and 
of all such money, or other moveable property, as he may receive 
on account of the estate, together with a statement of all debts 
dueby or to the same. 

(2) Every such manager shall also furnish to the Court or tct 
the Collector annually, within three months of the close of the 
year of the era current in the district, an account of the propery 
in his charge, exhibiting the sums received and disbursed on 
account of the estate and the balance remaining in his hands. 

'17. If any relative of the lunatic, or the Collector by petition 
Proceeding if aecur- to. th~ Court, impugnes the accuracy of the 

ancy of inf(entory or said lOventory and statem~nt, or of any 
~ounts is impugned. annual account, the Court may summon 

the manager and inqui~e summarily into 
the matter and make such otder thereon as It think.-fit·; or the 

, COUlt, at its discretion, may refer any sueb petition to any sub-
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ordlaateCourt or'tl> the ~ol1ector if the manager wa, appointeeS 
by th~ Collector. 

78. All sums received by a manager on account.of any 'es; .. 

P 'bl' tate in excels of what may be required-for ayment In pu IC trea- h f hI' ," th ,'" 
IUry and investment of t e current expenses ate unatlc or 0 e 
proceeds of estate. estate, shall be paid into the pubftc treasuty. 

on account of the estate lind sball be itt- ' 
vested (rom time to time in any of the securities specified in sec
tion 20 o( the Indian Trust Act,· 1882, unless thi!"Court or the 
Collector, as the may case be .. for reas!)ns to be recorded in writ,. 
ing directs that sl:1ch sums be in the interest of the lunatic other,
wise invested or applied. 

79. Any relative of a lunatic may with the leave of the Dis,:,. 

R I t' r trict Court sue (or an account (rom lilY 
e a Ive may sue .or , d d h' Ch ' an account, manager appointe un er t IS apt .... or 

(rom any such person after his removal 
'from offic(' or trust, or from his legal representative in case of his 
death, In respect of any estate then or formerly under his care or 
management or of any sums of money or other property received 
by him on account of such estate. 

SO. (I) The District Court, for any sufficient cause, may re
Removal of managers' m~ve any manager appointed by, it not 

and guardians. bemg the curator, and may appoint such 
curator or any other fit person in his l'lacc, 

and may compel the person so removed to make over the pro
perty in his hands to his successor, and to account to such suc
cessor (or all money received or disbursed by him. 

(2) The Court may also, for any sufficient cause, remove any 
guardian of the person of a lunatic appointed by it and may 
appoint any other fit person in his place. 

(3) The Collector, for any sufficient cause, may remove any 
manager of the estate of a lunatic or guardian o( the person of a 
lunatic appointed by him j and may appoint any other fit person 
in place of such manager or guardian; and the District Court on, 
t~e application of the Collector may compel any manager re
moved under this section to make over the property and all ac
counts in his hands to his sucessor and to account to such suc
cessor fl')r aU money received or disbursed by him. 

81. The District Court may impose a fine not exceeding five 

P It hundred rupees on any manager oC the 
ena y on manager flo h °lr. 11 1 for refusing to deliver estate 0 a unatlc w 0 WI.U Y neg eets or 

accounts or property. refuses to deliver his accounts or any pro
perty in his hands within the time fixed by 

the Court, and may realize slJch fine as if it were a sums due 

. • Act II; of 1882. 



utfc1ec • decree oftbe Court, and may also .mit tHe ntcusant 
ttl"th. c1ftltail until be delivers stich accounts ot'{:iroperty • 

... (flW~en any person bas beeD found under this Chapter 
.-..: ...... ~: __ ., i to be of unsound mind. and it is subse
tJ'~;'~t~llbe ~::i. queutly shown to the District Court that 
side itCourt .nds that there is reason to believe that such uq. 
t*,. unsQundness (,)f soundness o( mind bas ceased, sucb coua 
·tIIhwl bas ceased. . may make an order (or inquiring whether 
sucll person is still of unsound mind and incapable of manaEting 
bimself and bis &trairs. 

~ .... (.) The inquiry shall. as far as may be conducted in the same 
manDer as is prescrioed in this Chapter (or an inquisition into the 
unsoundness of mind of an alleged lunatic, and if it is found that 
diae unsoundness of mind has ce ued tbe Court shan ocder all pro
ceedings in the lunacy to cease or to be set aside on such terms 
and oo'nditions as to the Court may seem fit. 

83, An appeal shall lie to the High 
:~als, Court from any order made by a District 

Court, under this Chapter. 

PART IV, 

MISCELLAN EOUS. 

CHAPTER VI. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ASYLUMS, 

8', The Local Government may establish or license the estab-
Local Government may lishment of asylums at such places as it 

establish or license the thinks fit .. if it is satisfied that provision, 
establishment of al>Y' has been and will be made for the curative 
lums. treatment therein of persons suffering from 

mental diseas,"* 

,I 84A.. t If in any hcensed asylum no provision for curative 
Power to cancel licence treatment has been made, or the Local 

if provision for curative Government considers that the provision 
treameot is insufficient. made is insufficient the Local Government 
may require the person in charge of the asylum to take sU'ch 
measures for making or supplementing such provision as it may 
deem necessary, and, if such person does not comply with the 
reqyi,sitiQn within a reasonable time, the Local Goverment may 
revotte the licence." 

• The words within qootatioos and IeCtion SU. have been illlerhd b,-Aot 6 
of1~. 
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a~. d The 14agistrateor C()urt~ ,ex~clIttlg jurisdict,ion in any 
'Provision (or admission province may send lunatics or an)! C'las~()f 

of lunatics in asylums lunatics in any asylum sjtuateinan~ ptber 
,oubicle a province. province in accordance with,any., gen~ral or 
special order of the Local Government made in that behalf wtth fhe 
consent of the Local Government of such other province;"· ., 

CHAPTER VII. 

EXPENSES OF LUNATICS. 

86. (1) When any lunatic is admitted to a licensed asylum 
Payment of cost of under a reception order or an order under 

maintepance ·in licensed section 25 and no engagemen~ has been 
asylums in certain cases taken from the friends, or relatives of the 
by Government. lunatic or order made by the Court for the 
payment of expenses under the provisions of this Act, the cost pf 
maintenance of such lunatic shall, suhject to the provision of Ifi 
law for the time being in force, be paid by' the, Government to the 
person in charge of such asylum. 

(2) The Paymaster of the military circle within which any 
asylum is situated shall pay to the officer in charge of such asylbm 
the cost of maintenance of every lunatic received and de~,.ined 
therein under an order made under section 12. 

8'1. Any mony in the possession of a lunatic found w ... deling 
Application of property at large may be applied by the Magisn~e 

in the possession of a towards the payment of the cost of main
!unatic found wander- tenance of the lunatic or of any other~i, 
mg. penses incurred on his behalf, and .. .:riJ1 

moveable property found on the person of the lunatic may be 'sold 
by the Magistrate and the proceeds thereof similarly lI,pplied. 

88. If a lunatic detained in an asylum on a reception order 
.. I' . t C· . I made under section [4. section 15 or sec· 
n.pp Icatlon 0 I V I. h I' bl h" 

Court for order for the bon [7 as an estate app Ica e to IS 
payment of cost of main- maintenance. or if any person legally bound 
ter.1.uce out of the luna- to maintain such lunatic has the means to 
tic'. \'lstate. o,r b>: pe!son maintain him, the authority which made 
bound to mamtam hun. the reception order or any local authority 
liable for the cost of maintenance of such lunatic under any law 
for the time being in force may apply to the High Court or 
District Court within the local limits of the original jurisdiction of 
which the essate of the lunatic is situate or the person legally 
bound to maintain him resides, for an order for the pa\1ntettt &f 
the cost of maintenance of the lunatic. 

--~--~------~--------------~---------------------
• EiMtion80 h~~ubitituted by Aot 53 of 1920. 
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.. : (l) The C?urt shan inquire in~ the '!latter J~~"a summ;uy 
Order o( Court and en- way, and on betng. satisfied t~a';such lunatic 

forcementtbereof has an estate apphcable to his maintenance, 
. .. '. or that any person i. legal1 y bound to 
mafntainlknd has the means of maintaining such lunatic, may 
make an order for the recovery ,of the cost of maintenance of such 
I,unatic, together with the costs of the application out of such estate 
or;jrom such person . 
• ' p (2) Such order shall be enforced in the same manner, and shall 
be of the same force and effect and subject to the same appea.l as 
a decree made by the said Court In a suit in respect of the pro
perty .:arperson therein mentioned. 

" 89A.· The Governor General in Council may, by general 

F 'xat' of' .. t ,f or special order, prescribe the amount pay-
lion 9P' 0 bl f f' maintenance ,', , a e on account 0 the cost 0 masntenance 
'.,.' of lunatics detained in any asylum for the 

. cost of whose maintenance any Local Government is liable, and the 
pctrtkms in which such amount shall be payable respectively by 
the Local Government so liable. Any such amount may include 
chargeson a~count of ,the up keep of the asylum and of the 
capital cost of the establishment of the asylum," 

~cidence of costs of 
maintenance payable by 
Government. 

I. 89B.. When under the ,provisions of 
this Act the cost of the maintenance of a 
lunatic is payable by the Government, then 
such cost shall be payable-

'(a) in the case of a lunatic 110t domiciled in British India. 
by the Local Government of the province in which 
the reception order or the order under section 25, as 
the case may be, was made; and 

(~) in the case of a lunatic domiciled in British India, by 
the Local Government of the Province in which the 
l--.tic has last resided for a period of five years 
before the reception order or order under section 25. 
as the case may be, was made, or, if the lunatic has 
not been resident in any province for such period by 
the Local Government of the province in which such 
order was made. 

,(2) If any question arises as tu the incidence of the cost of 
maintenance of any lunatic under sub-section (I) this question 
shall be referred to the Governor General in Council and his 

• decision shaH be final." 
80. The liability 

Saving"..Qf lialDility of 
relatives to maintain 
lunatic. 

or any relative or person to maintain 
any lunatic shall not be taken away or 
affected. by any provision contained in this 
Act. . 

• Beotion89.&. and 898 were iDs&rted by Act VI of 19~. 1.5. 
r,.- " 

Vol. V-a~ 



CHAPTER VIII. 

RULES 

Power ot Local Govern. 91. (1)* The Local Government may 
ment to maite rules. make rules for all or any of the foll~i 

pusposes, namely :-
, ..... 

(II) to prescribe forms for any proceeding under this Act 
other tnan a proceeding before a High CourLwhic:h 
is or may hereafter be established under thC"· .:tn-dian 
High Courts Acts, 1861 to 19II.t 

(6) to prescribe places of detention and regilate the care 
and treatment of persons detained under section"S or 
section .6 j 

(&) to regulate the "detention. lit care, treatment and di.· 
charge of criminal lunatics; • . 

(d) to regulate tne management of asylums and the care"'aod 
custody of the inmates thereof and their transfer from 
one asylum to another; 

(e) to regulate the transfer of criminal lunatics to asylums; 

(f) to prescribe the procedure to be followed by District 
Courts and Magistrates before a lunatic is sent to aft)' 
asylum established by Government; 

(g) to prescribe the asr.lums established by Government 
within the province to which lunatics from any area 
or any class of iunatics shall be sent; 

(n) to prescribe conditions subject to which asylums may be 
licensed ; 

(i) save as otherwise provided in this Act, generally to carry 
into effect the provisions of the Act 

(2) In making any rule under this section the Local . Govern· 
ments may direct that a breach of it shall be punisnable with fine 
witich may extend to fifty rupees. 

92. All rules made under section 91 shall be published in the 
O .. "'I·~.; r I local official Gazette and shall thereupon 
A .. .,..I .. _on 0 ru ea. have effect as if enacted in this Act 

.. Oertain .orels after this repealed by Act 38 of 1920, have been omiu.cl. 
t 24& a~ Viot., c.10j,. to 1 & 2 Geo. 5, o. 18. 
; The, '"'" within quotation, ha'" been sqbatitqt.ed b, Actlll C,r I., 



CHAPTER IX. 

SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS. 

Penalty for improper 
!'e!:eption or detention 
ofbmatic. 

93. Any person wbo-

(4f)other wise than in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act receives or detains a lunatic or alleged lunatic in 
an asylum, or 

. (6) for gain detains two or more lunatics in any place not 
being an asylum, 

.. sball be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to 
twp ytSrs or with fine or with both. 

94. The provisions of Chapter XLI I. of the Code of Criminal 

P .. tlli.'bo d' Procedure,* 1898, shall, so far as may be, roVI&lon5 as.. n s. d . apply to bon s taken under this Act. 
a&. (I) When any sum is payable in respect of pay, pension, 

Pension of a 
payable by 
meRt. 

gratuity or other similar allowance to any 
lunatic person by Government and the person to 

Govern- whom the sum is payable is certified by a 
Magistrate to be a lunatic, the Govemment 

officer under whose authority such sum would be payable if the 
payee were not a lunatic may pay so much the said sum as be 
thinks 6t to the person having charge of the lunatic, and may 
pay the surplus if any, or such part thereof as he thinks 6t for the 
maintenance of such members of the lunatic's family as are de
pendent on him for maintenance. 

(2) The Secretary of State for India in Council shall be dis
!:barged of all liability in respect of any amounts paid in accor
dance with this section. 

96. Subject to any rules, the forms set forth in the First 
. Schedule with such variation as the cir-

d~~ of forms ID Scbe- cumstances of each case may require, $hall 
be used for the respective purposes therein 

mentioned, and if used shall be sufficient. 
97. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding •• hallUe 

against any person for anything whicb is 
Protection to persons in good faitb done ar intended to be done 

acthll UDder Act. d thO' At." . un er IS C 

98. Any officer in charge of an asylum may give eft'eet to 
any order or warrant for the reception and 
detention of any lunatic made or issued by 
any Court or tribunal beyond the limits of 
British India in the exercise of jurisdictiOh 

Powers to give effect to 
warrants aDd orders of 
certain Courts outside 
British India. 

conferred by His Majesty or the Governor
General in Council, 

• 4ct V of 1898. 
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Power to make· rules 
for reception lunatica 
received from outside 
British India. 

INDiAN Lti.NACY. 

99. The .I(LU(:al Government". may 
make rules regulating the prqceedure for 
the reception and detention in asylums in 
"the Province"· of lunatics w.hose reception 
and detention are provided for by sec-
tion 98. 

100. (I) In the case of orders made before the commence.. 
Orders under repeated ment of this Act under section 7 of the 

A Indian Lunatic Asylums Act,t 18S8, for ct. .-.......... 
the reception of persons into an asylum, 

the persons who signed the order shall have all the powers and be 
subject to the obligations by this Act conferred or imposed upon 
the petitioner for a reception order, and the provisions of this Ad. 
relating to persons upon whose petition a reception order was 
made shall apply in the case of a person who has signed an order, 
under section 7 of the Indian Lunatic Asylums Act,t 1858, be
fore the commencement of this Act as . if the order had been made 
after the commencement of this Act upon a petition presented 
by him. 

(2) All orders for the detention of lunatics made and all under· 
takings given under any enactment hereby repealed shall have 
tbe same force and effect as if they had been made or given under 
this Act and by or to the authority empowered thereby in such 
behalf. 

. 101. Repealed by Act X of 1914. 

SCHEDULE I. 
FORMS, 

(See section 96.) 
FORM 1. 

(Applkation for Reception O,d". See sections sand 6.) 

10 the matter of A, B.,t residing at , by occupation 
I son of : a person alleged to be a lunatic. 

To Presidency Magistrate, for 
[or District Magistrate of I 0,. Sub·divisional 
Magistrate of or Magistrate specially empowered 
under Act of 1912 for], -
-----------------------

• Certain words after thie repealed by Act 38 of 1920 have been amitted. 

t Act XXXVI. of 1858. 

·t Full name, Calte and titl~8. 
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The petition of C. D.,· residing at 
, son of in the town of 

division of in the district of 
I. I am t years of age. 

18(' 

, by occupation 
(ar,.sub-

.J 

2. I desire to obtain an order for the reception of A. B. as a 
lunatic in the asy.ll1m of situate at f-

3. I last saw the said A. B. at on the 
§ day of 

4. I am the II of the said A. B 
[Or if the petitioner is not a relative 01 tlte pattent 

state os follows) :-
I am not a relative of the said A. B. The reasons why this 

petition i~ not presented by a relative are as follows: [State them.] 
The circumstances under which this petition is presented by 

me are as follows: [State tltem.] 
5. The persons signing the medical certificates which accom

pany the petition are.' 
6. A statement of particulars relating to the said A. B. accom· 

panies this petilion. 
7. [II tltat;s the fact.] An application for an inquiry into 

the menta] capacity of the said A. B. was made to the 
on the and a certified 

copy of the order made on the said petion is annexed hereto. 
[Or if tltat;s tlte/act.] 

No application for an inquiry into the mental capacity of the 
said A. B. has been made previous to this application. 

The petitioner therefore prays that a reception order may 
be made in accordance with the foregoing statement. 

(Sd.) C. D. 
The statements contained or referred to in paragraphs 

are true to my knowledge; the other statements are true to my 
information and belief. 

(Sd.) C. D. 
Dated 

• Full name, oaete and titles. 
t :ilDter the number of oompieW years. The petitioner mUit be at I ... t 

eighMlen or twenty-one whichever is the age of majority UDder the Ia" to 
which the petitioner is imbject. 
. t InBlt"tfu\l deeeription of the name and locality of the aSllum or the 

name, address and deecription of the person in oharge of 'he asylum. 
§ A day within 14 day. before the date of the preeentation of the pemion 

ie requisite. 
JI Here etate the relationllhip with the patient. 
,. . Here .tate whether either of the person. .igDing the medieal certilloatee 

is a relative, partner or .lfi&tant of the lunatic or of th. petitioner and, if • 
relalive of either, the exact relatioDship. 
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Statem,,,t of ptwtindM4. 
{II a", of llu partkulat's i" tllis stat,,,,,,,1 ;s nol Ie"ow", rlu tad 

to be so statttl.) " 
The following is a statement of particulars relating to th~ 

said A. B.-
N arne of patient at length. 
Sex and age. 
Married, single or widowed. 
Previous occupation. 
Caste and reiJgious belief, as far as known. 
Residence at or immediately previous to the date hereof. 
N ames of any nClar relatives to the patient who are alive. 
Whether this is first attack of lunacy. 
Age \if known) on first attack 
When and where previously under care and treatment as a. 

lunatic. 
Du ration of existing attack. 
Supposed cause. 
Whether the patient is subject to epilepsy. 
Whether suicidal. 
Whether the patient is known to be suffering from phthisis or 

any form of tubercular disease. 
Whether dangerous to others and in what way, 
Whether any near relative (stating the relationship) has been 

afflicted with insanity, 
Whether the patient is addicted to alcohol. or use of opium, 

ganja, charas, bhang, cocaine or other intoxicant. 
(The statements contained or referred to in paras. are 

true to my knowledge The other statements are true to my 
information and belief.) 

[S(rnature by perso" making Ike stall"",,I.] 

FORM 2. 

Rectl/;otl order 0tI Pelitio". 
(Set sections 7, ro.) 

I, the undersigned E. F., being a Presidency Magistrnte of 
[0,. the District Magistrate of 0" the Sub-divi· 

sional Magistrate of 0,. a Magistrate of the first classspeciaUy 
empowered by Government to perform the functions of a Magis-
trate under Act of 1912] upon the petition of C. D. of" 
in the matter of A. B.,· a lunatic, accompanied. by the 'medical 
certificates of G. H., a medical officer, and of J. K., a medical 
practitioner [01' medical officer}, under the said Act, hereto 

, ' " 

• A.d..,... aad delcriptiOIi. 
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annexed, hereby authorise you to receive the said A. B. into your 
asylum.. And 1 declare that I have [or have not] personally seen 
the said A. B. before making this order. 

(Sd.) Eo F. 
(Des;patio" as Q/Jow.) 

To· 

FORM 3. 
Medical Certiji cate. 

(See sections 18, 19.) 
In the matter of A. B. oft in the town of 

the subdivision of in the district of 
lunatic. 

(0' 
an alleged 

1. the undersigned C. D .. do hereby certify as follows: 
I a gazetted medical officer (<1,. a medioal practitioner declRred hy GoYem. 

I. am a holder of: (Of declared by Local Government to be. medical pracd. 
meat to be medical officer under Act of 19(2). 
tloller II nder Act of 1912 J. 
and,! am in the actual practice of the medical profession. 
.. . 2. On the day of 19 at§ in the "v~~~ne of 
r~I" the sub division of in the district of iii ] 
[separately form any other practitioner]lI, I personally examined 
the said A. B. and came to the conclusion that the said A. B. is a 
lunatic and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained 
under care and treatment. 

3. I formed this conclusion on the following grounds. vii. :
(a) Fa -ts indicatil"g insanity observed by my~lf. rJiz. :-
(b) Other facts (if any) indicating insanity communkated to 

me by others, vis. :-
H e"e state the information and f"o", whom. 

FORM 4. 

(Sd) C. D. 
(Des;gPlatio" as above.) 

Receiptio,. Order ttl case of Lunatic S#ldier, 
(See section 12, ) 

Whereas it appears to me that A B., a European, subject to 
the army . Act, wh,~ has been declared a lunatic in accordance 

* To be ad.4r8l8ed to the officer or pel'llOn in cha.rge of the uyillm. 
t llllll't reeidence of patient. . * In.ert qualitloa.tlon to praouae ~edicine ~ e"ri""1 resi.tr&bJ.e ia. u.. 

Ullified Kingdom. ' 
1'1 ...... place of,xa.miuatioll. 
I QmiUbia .tt.r. oolr 00. peCIiftoMe iUle~uired. 
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with the provisions: of the military regulations, should be l'emowd 
to an assylum, I do hereby authorise you to receive the s~id A. B. 
into your asylum. 

(Sd.) ~ F~ 
(Administrative Medical Officer.) 

FORM S. 

Reception Order in case 01 wandering or danPf"Ous lu"aties or 
Innatics not under proper control or cruelly treaud' (sent to an 
asylum establisked b" Government). 

See sections II-, IS, I7. 
I, C. D., Presidency Magistrate 'or (0,. Commissioner 

of Police for ] [0,. the District Magistrate of 
0,. the Sub-divisional Magistrate of 0,. a Magistrate 
specially empowered by Government under Act of 1912] 
hav~ng caused A. B to be examined by E. F., a Medical Officer 
under the Indian Lunacy Act, 1912, and being satisfied that A. B. 
[descrioinf kim] is a lunatic who was wandering at large [01' is a 
person dangerous by reason of lunacy] for is a lunatic not under 
proper care and control or is cruelly treated or neglected by tilt 
person having the Care or charge of him I and a porper person to 
be taken charge of and detained under care and treatment, hereby 
direct you to receive the said A. B. into your asylum. 
. (Sd.) C. D. 

(Designation as above. 
Dated the 
To the Officer in Charge of the asylum at 

FORM 6. 
Same wke" sent to a licensed asylum. 

I, C. D., fas above down to "care and treatment"] and being 
satisfied with the engagement entered into in writing by G. H. of 
[ke" ,,,sert address and description) who has desired that f'he 
said A. B. may be sent to the asylum at [kere ;,uert 
lieseriptto" 0/ asylum lind "a1f,U of tke person in ckarge] to pay 
the cost of maintenance of the said A. B., in the said asylum, 
hereby authorize you to receive the said A. B. into your asylum, 

(Sd.) C. D. 
(Designalio" as above.) 

Dated the 
To the person in charge of the asylum at 
-------- ._--_._--- .-------- ------- -----_. _--- .. _--

• To be addreued to the penon in oharge of an .. ,.lam duly .. uthon .... 
br GovernIJlO-t to receive l'Jnatic EuropeanB IObJeot to t~. ArlD-y Aqt. _ 
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FORM 7. 

Bona Oil tke making over 0/ a IUllatic to tke care 01 relative 
0' frund, 

(See sectiolls 14. IS, 17·) 

Whereas A. B., son of • inhabitant of I bas 
been brought up before C. D., a Presidency Magistrate for the 

town of [or Commissioner of Police for ] 

or the Sub~~~~~~lial Magitrate of or a Magistrate of 

the first class specially empowered under Act of 1912] 
and is a lunatic who is believed to be dan~erous [or deemed to be 
a lunatic who is not under proper care and control or is cruelly 
treated or neglected by the person having the charge of him] and 
whereas I, E. F., son of inhabita:nt of I have ap
Rlied to the Magistrate [or Commissioner of Police) that the said 
,~. B. may be delivered to my care: 
. I, E. F., abovenamed hereby bind myself that on the said A. B. 

being made over to my care, I will have the said A. B. properly 
taken care of and prevented from doing injury to himself or to 
others: and in case of my making default therein, 1 hereby bind 
myself to foreit to Hi:> Majesty the King-Emperor of India, the 
sum of rupees 

Dated this day of 19 
(Sd.) E. F. 

(Wkere a bond witk sureties is to be eucutea and)-We do 
hereby declare ourselves sureties for the abovenamed E. F. that 
be will, on the aforesaid A. B. being made over to his care, have 
the said A. B. properly taken care of and prevented (rom doing 
injury to himseif or to others; and in case of the said E. F. 
making default therein, we bind ourselves, jointly and severally, 
t& forfeit · to His Majesty the King-Emperor of I ndia, the sum 
of rupees. 

Dated this day of 19 
( Sig"atu,e,) 
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FORM 8. 

Bond on the discharge oj a lunatic from an asylum 'n tlu 
undertaking of relatiae or friend to take due care. 

(See section 33.) 

Whereas A. B., son of , inhabitant 0"'" , is a 
Lunatic who is now detained in the asylum at under an 
order made by C. D., a Presidency Magistrate for the town of 

[or Commissioner of Police for 1 
[or the District Magistrate of 0 

Subdivision.l I r 
a Magigtrate of the first class specially empowered under Act 

of 19121 uuder section [4- (or section 151 of Act of 
1912 and whereas r, E. F., son of ,inhabitant of , 
have applied to the said Magistrate [or Commis:lioner of Police] 
that the said A. B. may be delivered to my care and custody: 

I hereby bind myself that on the said A H. being made over . 
to my care and cUitody, I will have him properly taken care of 
and prevented from doing injury to himself or to others; and in 
case of my making default therein I hereby bind myself to forfeit 
to Bis Majesty the King·Emperor of India, the sum of Rupees 

Dated this day of 19 

(Sd.) E, F. 

Whu'e a b01ld with sureties is to be e~ecuted add)-We 
do hereby declare ourselves sureties for the above named E. F. that 
the will. on the aforesaid A. B. being delivered to his care and 
custody, have the said A. B. properly taken care of and prevented 
from doing injury to himself or to others; and in case of the 
said E. F, making default therein, we bind ourselves, jointl.Y.t 
and severally, to forfeit to His Majesty the King·Emperor 0 
India, the sum of rupees I 

Dated this .day of 19 



ACT NO. V. OF 191.2. 
The Provident Inlurance Societies Act, 1912 

PASSED BV THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL uF INDIA IN COUNCIL, 

Received tke assent 0/ Ike GoverNor-GeNeral 0" the 18tk 
Marck, 1912. 

An A&t to provide lor regulation 0/ Provident INsurance Societies. 

Whereac; it is expedient to provide for the regulation of 
Provident Insurance Societies; I t is hereoy enacted as follows :-

Pnliminary. 

Short title and extent 1. · (1) This Act may be called the Pro-
. vident Insurance Societies Act, 1912 ; and 

(2) It exten Js of the whole of British India, inclusive of 
British Baluchistan, the Sanhal Parganas and the Pargana of 
Spiti. 

Definitions. 2. I t1 this Act, unless there is anything 
repugnant in the subject or context.-

(r) "Court" means the principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction in a district, and includes the High Court in the 
exercise of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction: 

(2) "financial year" means each period of twelve months at the 
enrl of which the balance of the accounts of any Provident 
Insurance Society is struck, or, if no such balance is struck, then 
tbe calendar year : 

(J) • life assurance business" means the issue of, or the 
,undertaking of liability under, policies of assurance upon human 
life, or the granting of annuities upon human life: 

(4) "policy of assurance on human life" means any instrument 
by which the payment of money is assured on death (except 
death by accident only, or the happening of any contingency 
dependent on human life, or any instrument evidencing a contract 

. which is subject to payment of premiums for a term dependent on 
human life: 

(;:) "policy-holder" means the person who for the time being 
is the legal holder of the policy for securing the contract with the 
Provident Insurance Society: 

(6) where a Provident Insurance Society grants annuities upon 
human life, lIpolicy" includes the instrument evidencing the 



188 PROVIDENT INSURANCE. [1912 : Act V. 

contract to pay ,-"uch an annuity and "policy-holder" includes 
annuitant: 

(7) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made undet this 
Act: . 

(8) "Provident Insurance Society" means any person who, or 
body of persons whether corporate or unincorporate which, receives 
premiums Clr contributions tor insuring money to be paid on the 
birth, marriage or death of any person or on the happening of 
such other contingency or class of contingenc,... as may be 
prescribed : and . 

(9) "Registrar" means any person who may b'e appointed by 
the Local Government to perform the duties of the Registrar 
under this Act. 

3. Nothing in this Act shall apply to any Provident J nsurance 
Art" f A Society carrying on life assurance business 

PP lea Ion 0 ct. which undertakes to pay on any life assura-
nce policy or series of life assurance policies on anyone life an 
allnuity exceeding fifty rupees or a gross sum exceeding five 

.hundred rupees, or which receives or undertakes to receive by way 
or premium or contribution for life assurance on anyone life any 
sum exceeding two hundred and fifty rupees where the said 
premiums or contributions are payable for one year or a limited 
number of years, or exceeding twenty-five rupees in anyone 
year where the premiums or contributions are unlimited in number 
and terminable on death or the occurrence of an uncertain event: 

Provided that in determing whether this Act applies to any 
provident insurance society, carrying on life insurance busines<l, 
contacts entered into by the society before the commencement of 
this Act shall not be taKen into consideration. 

General. 

4. No Provident Insurance Society shall receive any premium 

Insurable interest. or contribution for insuring money to be 
paid on the death of any person other than 

the person paying such premium Or contribution, or the wife, 
husband, child, parent, brother or sister of such person. 

Provis;onto be made 5. Every Provident Insurance Society 
by rules. shaH by its rules-

(a) specify the object, name and registered office of the 
. society; 

(6) prescribe the proportion of the annual income of the 
society derived from premiums or contributions which 
may be disbursed for the expenses of management of 
the society ; 

(e) intne cQe·of a society which by rule or plactice di.vi:dels 
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any part of the funds thereof provided for the payment 
of all debts due by the society existing at the time 
of division before any such division has taken 
place; and 

(d) provide for any other matters which may be prescribed. 
6. (I) Every Provident Insurance Society shall, within three 

Registration of Provi- months f~om th~ commencement of this 
dent Insurance Societies. Act, or, If estabhshed after the commence-

ment of this Act, before it receives any 
premium or contribution, apply to the Registrar for that 
part of British India in which the office of the society is 
situate for registration under this Act, and shall deliver to him a 
copy of the rules of the society. 

(2) The Registrar shall on being satisfied that such rules 
comply with the provisions of this Act, acknowledge the receipt 
of the rules and register the society and its rules. 

(3) If the Registrar is not satisfied that the rules or any of 
them comply with the provisions of this Act; he shall send to the 
Provident .i nsurance Society a notice by post stating in what 
respect such rule or rules is or are not in accordance with the 
provisionS" of this Act, and calling upon such society to deliver to 
him an amended rule or rules within sixty days. 

(4·) On receipt of a notice under sub-section (3) the Provident 
Insurance Society may within sixty days deliver to the Registrar 
an amended rule or rules in conformity with this Act, and the 
Registrar shall thereupon acknowledge the receipt of the rules and 
register the society and its rules as hereinbefore provided. 

7. No Provident Insurance Society shall receive any premium 
Unregistered society or contribution unless it is registered iIi 

not to receive premium accordance with the provisions of this Act; 
or contribution. 

Provided that this prohibition shall only apply to a society 
established before the commencement of this Act-

(d) when such society has applied for registration in acc0rd
ance with the provisions of section 6, sub-section (1)
from the date of the order of the Registrar refusing 
registry; 

(0) when such society has not applied as aforesaid-after three 
months from the commencement of this Act. 

8. (I) No amendment of any rule of a Provident Insurance 
Society shall- be valid until the same has 

Amendment rules. been registered under this Act, for which 
purpose a copy of the amended rule shaH be sent to the Registrar. 

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amendment 
of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to the 
society an acknqwledgment of the registration of the same. 
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9. Every Pk'ovident In<;urance Society shall, on demand, 
deliver free of cost to a.ny member of the 
society a copy of the rules of th~ society, 
and to any person other thart a member a 
on the payment of a sum not exceeding ono 

Ri,ht to supply of 
copIes of rules. 

copy of such rules 
rupee. 

10. Every Provident Insurance Society which is not registered 
R' f b under the Indian Companie:i AC~· IH82, 

eglster 0 mem ers. shall cause to be kept "" the p~escribed 
form a register of the names and addresses of its members. 

11. Where any notice, advertisement:or other official publica· 
tion of aProvident l nsurance Society con-

Publication of au tho· tains a statement of the amount of the 
ris~d, subs.cribed and authorised capital of the societv, the 
paId up capItal. bl' . h II I . "f pu Icatton, s a a so contain a statement 0 

the amount of the capital which h'ls been subscribed and the 
amount paid up. 

12. Every Provident Insurance Soceity which is not registered 

Office. 
under the 1 ndian Companies Act,· 1882, 
shall have an office on the outside of which 

it shall display and keep displayed its name in a conspicuotls posi 
tion in legible letters, to which all communications and notice'§' 
may be addressed, and shall give notice to the Registrar of the 
situation of such office and of any change therein. 

13. Every Provident Insurance Society shall, at the expiration 
of each financial year, prepare a revenue

t!i~~~~~:h!~~~unt and account and b~lanc~-sheet i n th~ prescribed 
form and vertfied 10 the prescribed manner, 

''lhd shall cause them to be audited by an auditor possessing the 
prescribed qualifications. • 

14. Every Provident Insurance Society shaH, within six 
Delivery and publica· months of the expiration of each financial 

tion ofrevenue-account, year, deliver to the Registrar the revenue
etc. account and balance sheet required by sec· 
tion 13. and shall publish them in the prescribed manner. 

15. Every Provident Insurance Society shall maintain in the 
Record of insurances prescribed form a record of every insurance 

effected on life other effected on a life other than the life of tbe 
th~ life of person in· person insuring. and shall deliver a copy of 
surmg. such record to the Registrar together with 
the balance-sheet and revenue-account. 

16. The books of every Provident Insurance Society shall 
Inspection of books. ~t alb I reahsonRable. hours bebopen to inspec-

tion y t e eglstrar, or y any person 
appointed by him in this behalf, or by an~ member of the society. 

• Act V I of 1882. 
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17. (I) The Registrar may, if he thinks fit, of his own motion, 
1 . and shall, upon the application of ten or 
nqullY· more members or policy-holders of a Pro-

vtaent Insurance Society, hOld or direct an inquiry to be held by 
an actuary possessing the prescribed qualifications appointed by 
him by order in writing in this behalf as to the solvency of any 
Provident I nsurance Society or as to the manner in which the 
business of any such society is conducted. 

(2) An application to the Registrar under sub-section (I) shall 
be supported by such evidence as the RegistraI may require for 
the purpose of showing that the applicants have good reason for 
applying for an enquiry. 

(3) The Registrar may require the applicants under sub-section 
(I) to give such security as he thinks fit for the costs of the pro
posed inquiry before such an inquiry is held. 

(4) All expenses of and incidental to or preliminary to any 
inquiry made o~ application as aforesaid shall be defrayed by the 
applicants therefor or out of the funds of the society or by the 
members or officers of the society in such proportion.; as the 
Registrar nay direct by order in writing. 

(5) An order ffillde under sub-section (4) shall on application 
be enforced by any Civir Court having local jurisdiction in the 
same manner as a decree of such Court. 

(6) A person holding an il1CJuiry under this section shall have 
access to all the hooks and document of the society, and shall have 
power to call upon the society and the officers of the society to 
furnish such statements and other information in relation to its 
business as he may direct. 

(7) The result of the inquiry shall be communicated to th. 
society and to the applicants (if any). 

ell' f' 18. When an inquiry has been held 
ance atlon 0 regIstry' under section 17. the Registrar may if he 

is satis fled, 
(a) that the !>Ociety is insolvent, or must necessarily become 

so, or 
(6) that the business of any such society is conducted 

fraudulently or not in accordance with the rules 
thereof, 

after giving previous notice in writing in such manner as he thinks 
fit specifying briefly the grounds of the proposed cancellation, 
cancel the registry of th·'! society. 

19. (I) Where the registry of a Provident Insurance Society 
. . is cancelled in accordance with the provi-

LIqUIdators. sions of section 18, the Registrar may 
appofnta liquidator to wind up the society. 
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(2) A liquid.ator appointed under sub-section (I) shallhaYe 
power-

(a) to institute or def~nd any legal pro::eeiings 011 ~eba\£ de 
the society by his name of office ; " 

(b) to determine the contribution to be made by members of 
the society, 'respectively, to the assets of the society ; 

(c) to investigate all claims again,t the society and to 
decide questions of priorty arising bet Neen claimants ; ...... 

(d) to determine by what persons and in what proportions 
the costs of the liquidation are to be borne; and 

(e) to give such directions in regard to the collection and 
distribution of the assets of the society as ma~ appear 
to him to be necessary for winding up the affairs of the 
society. 

(3) Subject to any rules of procedure made under this Act, a 
liquidator appointed unner this settion shall, in so far as such 
powers ;lr~ necessary to carry out the purpoo;es of this section, 
have power to summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses " 
and to compel the production of documents by the same means " 
and as for as may be in the same mann~rs as is provided in the case 
of a Civil Court by the Code of Civil Procedure,· 1908 ' 

(4) Orders made under this section shall on application be 
enforced as follows :-

(a) when made by a liquidator, by any Civil Court having 
local jurisdiction in the same manner as a decree of 
such Court; 

(bl when made by the Court on appeal, in the same manner 
as a decree of the Court. 

Appeals. 

Appeals. 

ao. (1) An appeal shall lie to the Court 
within thirty days-

(a) from an order of the Registrar refusing to register a 
Provident Insurance Soceity or any rules or amend
ments of rules of such society ; ~ 

(h) from a!" order of the Registrar cancelling the registry of 
a SOCiety , 

(t) from .an order made by a liquidator appointed under 
sect JOn 19. 

(2) Save as hereinbefore expressly provided, orders madt under 
this Act shall be final and conclusive . 

• ' let V, of 1008. 
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0Ue"ces arid p,.ocedure. 

21. Any Provident fnsurance Society which makes defult in 
complying with any of the requirements of 

~enalty . (OT ftOn-com- this Act and every director manager or 
phance WI th Act. • • 

secretary, or other officer or agent of the 
society, who is knowingly a parfY to the default, shall be puni9h
able with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. or. in the 
case of a continuing default, with fine which may extend to two 
hund!ed and fifty rupees for every day during which the default 
tontmues. 

22. If any register, account, balance-sheet or other document 
Penalty for falsif in required by this Act fs false in any parti-

document. y g cular to the knowledge of any person who 
signs it, such person shall be punishable 

with imprisenment for a term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both. 

e' f If 23. No Court inferior to that of a Presi· 
ognlzance 0 0 ences. dency Magistrate or a Magistrate of the 

first cla,>s shall try any offence against this Act, 

Rules. 

Rules. 24. (I) The Local Government may make 
rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may prescribe-

(a) contingencies or classes of contitlgencie~ and thereby 
extend the application of this Act to the receipt of 
premiums or contribution'> for imuring money to he 
paid on the happening of such contingencies or class of 
contingencics ; 

(b) the matters in respect of which a society shall make 
rules; 

(c) the form of any account, return or register required by 
this Act, and the manner in which any such account. 
return or register shall be verified ; 

(d) the fees to be charged for matters transacted under this 
Act and the manner in whieh the same are to be 
collected; 

(e) the qualifications of auditors and actuaries under this 
Act; 

( I) the manner in which any document required to be 
published by this Act shall be -published; and 

(g) The procedure to be followed by liquidators under thi~ 
$',~ Act. . 

V~. V-2 S 
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(3) The power to make rules confene4 by this Act is subject 
to the condition of the rules being made after previous 
publiction. 

(~I All rules made under thi~ Act shall be published in the 
local official Gazette, and on such publication shall have effect as 
if enacted therein. 

Miscellane()us. 

25. No policy effected before the commen~ment of this Act 

S
. (.. I' with a Provident I nSII rance Society shall be 

avmg 0 eXIsting po I- d d -d b I h h cies eeme to be Val y reason on y t at t e 
. insurance is not authorised by this Act. 

26. The Local Government may, by notification in tbe local 
official Gazette and subject to such con

Power of Local Govern- ditions and restrictions a<; it thin~ s fit 
ment to exempt (rom J • • • 
provisions of the Act. exempt any I rovldent [nsurance Soctety 

or class of Provident Imurancc: Societies 
from all or any of the provisions of this Act. 



AOT NO VI, OF 1912. 

The Indian Life Assurance Companies Act. 1912. 

PASSED BY THE GOVERNOH-GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 

Received the assent 0/ the Govunor-General on 
the 18th March, 19[2. 

A n Act to "ovide for the regulation 0/ Lije Assurance Companies. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide fot the regulation of life 
assurance companies; I t is hereby etlacted as follows :-

Prelimina,.y. 

1. (I) This Act may be called the Indian Life Assurance 
Companies Act, 1912. 

Short title and extent. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India, inclusive of British 
Baluchistan, the Santhal Par~anas and the Pargana of Spiti. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 

Definitions. 
subject or c;ontext,-

(I) "actuary" means an actuary possessing such qualifications 
as may be prescribed by rule~ made by the Gcverllor General in 
Council: 

(2) "chairman" means the person for the time being presiding 
over the board of directors or other governing body of a life 
assurance company: 

U) "Court" means the principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction in a district, and includes the ,High Court in the 
exercise of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction: 

(.~) "financial year" means each period of twelve months at the 
end of which the balance of the accounts of the life. assurance 
company is struck, or if no such balance is struck, then the 
calendar year : 

(5) "life assurance business" means the issue of, or the under
taking of liability under policies of assurance upon human life, or 
the granting of annuities upon human life: 

(6) "policy of assurance on human life" means any instrument 
by which the payment of money is assured on death (except death 
by accident only) or the happening of any contingC"l1cy dependent 
on human life, or any instrument evidencing a contract which is 


