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PReEFACE. 

ALTHOUGH these pages are merely a reprint of certain 
magazine articles I wrote while in India, and although no 
alterations whatever have been made in the original contri­
butions, this booklet is by no means a bundle of disconnected 
thoughts. All my contributions to the Indian Press-English, 
Urdu or Bengali-have been din.'cted to one end, viz., the 
advancement of the best interests of my native land, by 
removing friction between the rulers and thp. ruled. The 
political opinions expressed in these pages have resulted from 
prolonged experience of indigenous Indian rule, and from 
close comparison of the native system of government with the 
methods adopted by the British Administration. Such a 
comparison can alone bring out the general problems and 
difficulties of tropical administration, and by such comparison 
alonf> can one really understand the difficulties involved in 
reconciling the various rlifferences due to caste and traditions 
of the East, which being transmitted through centuries, have 
acqUlred the rigidity of race characteristics. No country in 
the world can po~sibly offer a more fascinating field for 
investigation to the ~tudents of politics and sociology than 
India. 

Let no one mistlnderstand me. I have no wish to dis­
parage my native land. India po,;sesses a great literature and 
philosophy of her own. In times gone by, she was not only 
~ble to manage her own affairs, but actually founded 
colonies, and rejoiced in oversea expansions. Java, now under 
the Dutch, was a Hindu colony for over fifteen centuries. 
India is a vast Contll1em-the Hindustanis proper outnumber 
the whites in the United States,. the Bengalis are twice as 
numerous as are the French, and the II fighting castes" in 
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India number about 125,000,000, or more than the population 
:>f the Roman Empire I Neither Greece nor Rome could boast 
of a third of the number of our King-Emperor's subjects in 
Asia. 

The corner-stone of British policy in Ir dia is Justice, 
By a constant unity'of purpose, with a government that can 
boast of great flexibility as well as mechanical precision, the 
English have been successful with the teemmg millions of 
India, in ·making them, to a certain extent, think for them­
selves, and in developing the individuality'of the people. The 
oriental hatred for change is well known. The complexity of 
interests in India presents difficulties varying in character as 
well as in magnitude, the solution of which is hard and 
unromantic work. But the success of the British Indian 
Administration has been little less than marvellous. Most of 
the officials work with the precision of machines and the 
enthusiasm of Crusaders. They have had serious obshcles in 
their way. The Hindu, indifferent alike to life and comfort, 
whom even the grand-whip hunger fails to teach much, is 
separated from the rulers by a gulf of thoughts and aspirations. 
In the East, thought is stronger than armies. 

"The East bowed low before the blast, 
In patient deep disdain; 

She let the legions thunder past, 
Then plunged in thought again." 

The so-called critics wake the problem of British Admini-;­
tration even more and more difficult. It i~ a great pity that, 
with most" critics" on Indian affairs, a "ound knowledge of 
the history of the country is hardly considered essential before 
the formulation and public utterance of mo~t decided opinions. 
N othmg in the world is perfect, and I do not for a moment 
say that the British Administration of India i<; not c'lpable of 
great improvements. The rulers show no lack of adjustment.to 
local conditions, though they have yet to teach young India to 
appreciate the dignity of manual labour. The immense inert 
mass of peasantry have a firm faith ill the" Sirkar," and show 
a willing submissiveness to a strong and consistent govern­
ment; and not all the harangues of the agitators have as yet 
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been able to influence the current of devotion to the person of 
the Sovereign and belief in the bemgnity of his rule. But the 
profound, possibly unconscious, indifference of English states­
men to Indi:ln affairs, ift>much longer contih\led, is likely to 
break the spell of British prestige in India; specially as no; 
certain faddists systematically indulge in the luxury of ferret­
ing out isolated instances of inju!>tice, and are trying to 
shape formless and occasional discontent into a single con­
tinuous outcry against imaginary widespread' oppression. 
Sometimes English faddists unwittingly fan the flames of 
discontent for the mere love of party applause, which has risen 
among some of them to the height of a passIOn. With others, 
it is the hunger for cheap distinction. They have evidently no 
time to give a thought to the senous nature of their utterances. 
They forget thai.. modern India IS the most strikmg achievement 
of the white people in the tropics. The Frcn<.;h in Indo­
China, the Dutch in Java, or the Americans in the Philippine 
Islands, have not been half as successful as the English in 
India. 

Therefore, statesmen possessmg breadth of view, mental­
balance, and a tolerant habit of mind, should combine in 
lifting India above the plane of party blckenngs, and should 
inSist ou making the sympathetiC administration of this great 
Dependency a duty of natlOual Importance and not a mere 
party cry. 

If thoughtful people of thiS country show their approval 
of the dnft of these paper!>, and thus stimulate public interest 
in the: vast Bntish Domimons m the East, thiS booklet will 
have served a good purpose, ami the wnter Will have been 
amply rewarded. 

June 30tit, 1905. 
NORTHBROOK So.:::!ETY, 

185 PICCADlLL Y, 

LONDON. W. 

S. M. MITRA. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Very few people in this country have 

a clear idea of Ind£a. The area of Ind£a is 

about 1,870,000 square miles, and the population 

300,000,000. This is equal to the combined 

populaHon and areas of 21 European countries, 

viz: England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Spain, 

Portugal, Germany, Austn'a, Hungary, Belgium,. 

Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Italy, Swz:tzerland, 

Holland, Turkey, Greece, Roumania, Serota and 

Bulgaria. Less than 1,000 Eltg/ishmen are 

employed in the superior civil government of 
India. A single Englishman, generalty, is 

responsible for the life and property of about 

300,000 human beings, and is entrusted with 

jurisdiclion over an area of about 1,200 square 

miles. Such being the case, is it not the duty 

of every Englishman to know how his coun­

t",men are dtscharging their sacred trust in 
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India f We therefore commend If British Rule . 
in India," by Mr. S. M. M£tra, "W.R.A .S., to 

tlte notice 0/ our countrymen. Mr. ]tft'tra has 

been connected with the Indian Press for ~bout 

twenty years, and for ten years was the pro­

prietor and editor of an English newspaper 

in India, devoted largely to the affairs of 

His Highness the Ntzam's Domt"nions. Mr. 

M£tra's connection with the Premier Native 

State of India for over fifteen years gave him 

ample facilities to study an indigenous naft've 

government a1zd to compare it w#h our India'll 

administra#on. Therefore he is peculiarly 

fitted to speak on the subject. The CI Graphzc " 

of May 9th, 1903, with an illustration, first 

,'ntroduced Mr. Mitra to the Englz'sh public as 

the "generous and enlightened Indian gentle­

man It who entertained the Indian Mutiny 

veterans at dinner during Durbar week at 

Delhi. 

Mr. Mitra's ar#cles fire written from 

a frankly appreciative Indian standpoint. 
~ 

The facts and figures wkick lie gives are all, 
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taken from Blue Books, A dmt'ltistralive Re­

ports, etc., and show that Mr. Alitra is boNt 

a keen {)bs~1'Ver and a capable critic. Hzs., 

writz"ngs, though directed against extreme party 

exaggerations aJzd misrepresentations, are de­

voz·d of any tz"nge of partz"al£ty or one-sidedness. 

Mr. Mz"tra dzsplays a grasp of historical facts, 

aJzd puts before 'ttS a distz:nct aspect of Indz·a1z 

ques#ons, which might be studt-'ed with advan­

tage by the "Bleeding India" or " Perish India" 

school of poldicians. 

The thougltiful section of hts countrymen • 

have evidently t aken Mr. Mitra's critictsm 

in good part,/ul'" last ,veal' the Bengal Academy 

of Lz"terature, well known In Calcutta as 

the "Sahitya Parishad," unanimously elected 

Mr. lVlz"tra to revise the translitera#on of all 

A rabic and Perst.·an words in the Bengali 

language. 51,1' William Wedderburn, Bt., 

and Sir George Birdwood, are Fellows of the 

"Sahitya Parishad," and the 600 members of 
this Sociefy---among whom are emhzent judges 

of tile Calcutta HIgh Court, members 0/ tlte 
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Indian Civil Service, professors, doctors, bar­

risters, etc.-represent the 'Fealth and intellect 

tJ.f Bengal, the foremost province of India. 

Mr. Mt'tra t's very well connected. He comes 

from the same stock as the late Raja Digambay 

Mitra, C.S I., who t'n the seventies was a 

promt'nent figure z'n lndtan politics, and was 

in dz'rect touch wt'th more than one Viceroy. 

Mr. Mt'/ra is also nearly related to the late 

Mahayaja Sir Narendra Krishna Bahadur, 

K.C.I.E., a well-known member of the arisfoc­

"acy of Bengal, whose ancestors helped Lord 

Clt've in establishu2g Bntish Supremacy in 

Indta about a hU1tdred and fifty years ago. 

Mr. B. De, M.A., J C.S, who t's now acting as 

Commissione1' of the Burdwan Division in Ben­

gal, and t's the third Indtan ge1ztleman who has 

ever held such a htgh pos£tzon, t's Mr. JMt'tra's 

first cONsin. Statesmen in this country, who 

possess clear-sightedness, courage, energy and 

tact, wt'll readily understand t/zat knowledge, 

fuck as the following pages contat'n, deserves 

dilfust'on throughout the land. 
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Round Famine and Drink c';rc/e some 

of tke main controversies of tlte time. These 
• • 

two subjeds are being used as handles fo, 

agita~i01't itt India and in England. It is 

therefore with great pleasure we Itote thai in 

these pages Mr. Mitra Itas gzve1z us ht"storical 

extracts, t"n some cases quoNt/g the original 

Sanskrit and Persl:a1l texts, wht·ch deal with 

Fam£ne a1'td Drink in India. Mr. Mitra 

reached England O'lt/y a month ago, but he 

feels that he cannot stand idly by and allow 

misrepresenlatio1tJ to be spread abroad un-. 

challenged. He has therefore decided to 

reprint some of his recent magazine ar#cles 

writtcn in India, and 'lfJttit jJraiseworthy 

patriotism ana loyalty proposes c£rculaling 

his articles on "Brit£sh Rule in Ind£a" FREE 

OF COST to all interested therein. 

The lime has, we think, now come when 

the London Press and the leaders of thought 

£n th£s country should adopt measures towards 

enligltten£ng the 11tt"nds of their less well-
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informed countrymen witk regard to Indian 

affairs generally. It would be weJI if Mt. 

Mitra could be ilzduced to address Englisk 

audt·ences on Indian questions, and take .()t/zer 

steps to instruct tke Brz"tisk Publt"c as to real 

sentiments 0f tkougk~ul and independent 

natives 0f India regarding Ike Britisk ad­

ministration of tkat country. 

,June 30th, I90S· 

Loudon. 

J AM£S F£RG[}SSON. 

L. ASHBURN£h. 

JOHN POLL£N. 

WILLIAM LOCH. 



DID ENGLAND TEACH INDIA TO DRINK? 

PATRIOTISM no doubt i~ a vIrtue, and I should be the last 
to denounce it or to wish 10 weaken Its hold on my 

countrymen. But I cannot shut my eye" to what I may call 
it'> txcesse" or its aherrations. Love may h(> blind. But love 
oi one's country need not he <;0. A studied llldifference to 
facts, or glossing over one'~ ~hort-comings, is no patriotism. 
On the other hand, the true patriot i~ he who faces fac..t<; 
boldly, howe\'cr IncOlh'enient and di:,agreeable they may be. I~ 

it the best way of serving one'~ country to '>eek to throw all 
the blame for the evils that nuy obtain on other,,' shoulder<; ? 
Have we bef'n altogether blameless? That IS the question 
that ought to exercI~c the Wind.., of all to whom patriotism or 
public spirit i" not merely a cloak to conccal selfish ends. 
Some of the Indian "pd.tnots," no doubt, are men of erudition. 
But they do not alway:, "eem to recognise that the spirit of 
exaggeration IS lH-"lther qUIte harmle~." nor a "ource of strength. 
As I p01l1ted out in my article on Mr. Dutt and IndtaH 
Famines,· often J. eood ca~e I"> :,poilt by even a single exagger­
ated statement. Indian" patrIots" seem to delight m exagger­
ations, and thus become great favourites of English faddists, who 
do not pause to con:,ider the mcalculablc mIschief which results 
from their mjudiclOuS speech,'" and absurd harangues against 
the Government of India. A<> II is, the rc<;pon<;lble officials of 
the Government of India have their hands quite full WIthout 
being made to waste their valuable time in disabuo;;ing th«i. 
minds of their Jess mformed countrymen, of the erroneous 

* Page 23. 
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impressions created by philanthropists, patriots, faddists, et hoc 
~enus 01nllC. Take the drink question for example. We all 
Imow and readily admit the evils of drink. There is no doubt, 
that it is the duty of all well,wlshers 0' India to do'their best to 
minimise the evils of drmk. But it does not appear to me to 
be necessary, for this purpose, to try to establish that we were 
a perfectly sober people before the advent of the Britisn into 
this country. I t would not be honest; besides, truth cannot 
long be hidden. Long centuries before the BritIsh set foot on 
this soil, long hefore the Moslem invaders thought of Hindu­
stan, long before Alexander the Great dreamt of the riches 
of the Gangetic valley, the Indian had heen used to the 
exhilarating effects of drink. The boast is often made, in the 
columns of newspapers and on public platforms, that we were 
civilized at a time when some of the foremost nations of to-day 
were but savage,> roaming in pnmeval forests, clothed tn beasts' 
skins and cutting one another's throats. If thiS is true, it is 
equally so that while propoundmg, on the banks cf the 
Ganges, philo<,ophies which still command the admiration of 
the Western world, we were also indulging m drink as a sort 
of "religious duty." Wme," which cheereth gods and men"· 
was used in Indi,t from time immemorial. The most notable 
case where the sacrificial feast had the use of wine as the chief 
featme, \Va" the ancient Somarasa offering of the old Aryans. 
when the gods were honoured by bowls of precIOus draught 
which 1/ heals the sick, inspires the poet, and makes the poor 
helieve that all his wants are satisfied!" 

The use of wine is as old as the earliest memory of civilI­
zation. In Greece, the introduction of it IS ascnbed to god 
Dionysus, and in Egypt to god Osiris. The Hebrews give the 
credit to Noah-the second father of mank1l1d-while the old 
Persians say that Kmg Jamshid mtroduced wine in the Land 
of Roses. The Old Testament mentions "orn and wIne as the 
material basis of hfe and comfort. \Vine was an article of 
Phrenician commerce. (Ezekiel XXVIl. 18.) Wllle and olive 
may be regarded as symbols of settled hfe in ancient hmes, 
br semi-nomadic people did not stay long enough in one spot 

• Judges ix. 13. 
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to form vineyards. Pliny mentions viticulture, but for drink 
in India we have a much higher authority-I mean the Rig 
Veda. To satisfactorily prove the t!xistence of indulgence in ' 
strong drinks, we hav~ not to refer to works of doubtful 
authenticity. There exists rerhaps no record in the world 
that carries us back to a more primitive state of the human 
family than the Rig Veda. It has been very appropriately 
said that there is no oasis in the vast desert of ancient Asiatic 
history as the Rig Veda, the earlie~t eXlsting literary record of 
the Aryan race.· The Rig Veda being the earliest history of 
the Aryan race, is justly called the hIstorical Veda by Professor 
Roth and other \\-Testern savilIlis. It is very difficult to fix the 
age of the Vedas, and even ~L1ch profound Onental scholars as 
Professor Max Miiller and Dr. Haug have failed to fix mile­
stones in Vedic literature. All scholdr" dIsagree. One tries to 
measure by the revolution of the heavenly borhes, another by 
the progress of the human mmd. The hymns of the Vedas 
were, it IS said, collected and arranged by Knshna Dvaipayana 
Vyasa.t Accordmg to Bentley d.nd Archdeacon Pratt, the date 
of the compIlation b Il8I B.C. l\lax Muller says that the l~g 
Veda was compo:,ed about a thous.lI1d year~ before Christ, Sir 
William Jones and Colebrooke ,l""lgn fifteen hundred years 
before Chri'>t; while Dr. thug fixed the Vedic literature 
2400 B.C.t It 1" tht w0r"hlppcr~ of the D.:vJ.s-the Hindu 
Aryans-who have compo ... ed thes(:; hymns, \Vnte~ Mr. Dutt, 
whIch are known a~ the f<ig Veda. Probably there is not 
another work 10 the hterature of mankind which is so dt.eply 
interestll1g, so 11l11que in the lc""ons It impart!>. The hoary 
antiquity of this ancIent work, the picture it affords of the 
earlIest form of civIlization that the Aryans developed in any 
part of the world, and the fiooll of hght it throws on the orig1l1 
of the myths and religIOns of <.111 Aryan nations, make the Hig 
Veda deeply intere"ting. It explalt1~ how the mind of man in 
it& infancy worships what IS bnght and gloriou& in nature, 
--------- - --

• Max Millier 5 C/"ps from a Germ<ln WorRskop, I, p.,;. Roth's ltltratu", 
aNd HIStory oft ~t Vedas, p 13. 

t Las,ell's IndllJn A NtlVlil/us, I, p. 777. 

t Ilaug's Alta~lya-Brdmalta, I, p. 47, and Weber's H.story ~/ IndIa" 
L,leralll"e. 
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what is powerful and striking. Among less happy nations 
religion began with the drevl of diseases and of evils, as these 
made the most lasting impression on the llund. It is the oldest 
work in the Aryan world.· Whate\ler the exact.date may be, 
the Rig Veda is, as everyone admits, the oldest history of the 
Aryan race. Its contents have always attracted the highest 
reverence and admiration.t In the r~ig Veda there is ample 
eVIdence, that from the earliest Vedic period the people of 
India indulged in drink. S011larasa was tl1eir favourite 
beverage. They worshipped it! WIthout the Soma (Asclepias­
lcida) two important religious ceremonies (Yajnas) called 
Shautra11lani and Bii;peya could not be performed. 'The Soma 
was from the earliest times connected with the rellgious history 
of the Indo-Aryans.:j: The antIquity of the eultu:, IS attested 
by the reference:, which are made to it in the Zend Avesta. 
The coincidence between the V~dic Agnishtonza, "nd the 
H aoma ceremony of the followers of Zoroaster, testify to the 
complete development of the Soma ritual before the separation 
of the Indo-Aryans.' 

The Soma plant was worshippeo as a deity, and one ef!tire 
mandala (lit. circle, chapter) of the Rig Veda is dedicated to 
it; and the pnncipal object for which the Sama Veda was 
composed was the performance of the sacrifices in which 
Somara~a was chiefly required. The exhdarat1l1g and 
inebriating effects of the Soma liquor are frequently referred to 
in the RIg yr{'da. Indra (the great god) drank 1t to such 
excess that hIS stomach used occa~ionally to get dIstended I 
In one of the hymns of the Rig Veda it is mentioned that /I the 
praiseworthy Soma has from ancient times been the dnnk of 
the gods; he was milked from the hidden recesses of the sky; 
he was created for Indra and was extolled." Again Soma is 
thus invoked ;_1/ 0 Soma! there is nothing so hright as thou. 

Dutt's ClVl/rlatro,. '" A,..u,.t /,.dra, 
t Whitney's Ortmtal a,.d l'''gurst,. Studus. p. l~. 
l Windischmann's J)''strtal,01ls 0,. tile Soma worslllfJ of tlu Ar,a,.s; Lassen's 

/,.d,a" Ant'9",tlll, I, p. 516 j and Roth', articles in the Journal of the German 
()riental Society for 1848 (p. 216 If.) and 1850 (p. 417 If.). 

'i Plutarch de bid et Osir 46, in which the Soma or as it is in lend H_ 
appears to be referred. 
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When poured, thou wekomest all the gods to bestow on tliem 
immortality."· The Vedic Aryans gradually found that the 
mild Soma juice did not satisfy them, so they introduced, 
fermentation. No apostle of temperance dare try to show that 
Somarasa was not a stro~g wine. The Somarasa, though literally 
the juice of the Soma plant, was by no means the juice in its 
natural state. The drink known as Somarasa was carefully 
manufactured. In all the four Vedas, many mantras (incanta­
tions) are given to be used at every stage of its manufacture. 
The plants were gathered by the roots on the hills on a moon, 
light night, and after being stripped of their leaves they were 
carried by rams to the house of the priests. The stalks were 
then deposited in the hall of oblation, and bruised and crushed 
between stones and placed vdh the juice in a sieve of goat's 
hair, and were further pressed and squeezed with the priest's ten 
fingers, one or two of which being ornamented With rings of 
flattened gold. Finally the JUIce, mixed with bailey, wheat, and 
ghee (clarified butter), was allowed toferment. It was then drawn 
off in a bCOOp called smch. The gods had this beverage three 
times a day and the priests helped themselves with ladlefuls just 
before offenng to the gods. The turn of the ordinary mortal came 
after the prie<.,ts. The juice of the Soma creeper itself possessed 
no narcotic property or its kccpmg quality; but being allowed 
to ferment With harley or 1Hvara (wild paddy) in a jar for nine 
days, it acquired its mebriating effect. It was preserved in 
bags of cow-skin, rendered imperviou~ by oil or resinous 
substances. t 

Mr. R. C. Dutt, C. 1. E., in his Civiilzation in Ancien' 
India, says :-The process by which the Soma juice was pre­
pared has been fully descnbed in IX., 66, and in other hymns 
:-" 7. 0 Soma! YOII have heen crubhed, you flow as a stream 
to Indra, scattering JOY on all sides; you bestow immortal food. 
8. Seven women btir thee with their fingers, blending their 
voices in a song to thee, you remind the sacrificer of his duties 
at the sacrifice. 9. You mix \'ith water with a pleasing sound 
and the fingers stir you over a woollen strainer, and filter you. 

• Rig Veda, IX, 1I0, 8, ,08, 3. 
t Stevenson's Sama Veda, Haug'. Aitareya Brahmana, I, p. 6, and Rig Veda, 

V. 5,19. 
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Your particles are thrown up then, and a sound arisesfi'Om tbe 
woollen strainer. II. The woollen strainer is plactd on ~ 
vessel and Che fingers repeatedly sttr the Soma, which sends 
down a sweet stream into the vessel. 13. 0 Soma / you are 
then mixed with milk. Watt"( runs towards thee with a pleas­
ing sound," 

The reference to cow-skin bags need not startl~ the 
II religious II Hindu of the twentieth century. I am referring to 

.our forefathers, centuries before the Christtan era, when bulls, 
rams, and buffaloes formed a portIon of Hindttfood. I am refer­
ring to that period of Hmdu history when the term II beef-eater " 
was not an abuse, on the other hand, when a guest was called 
a cow-killer (gogkna), for in his honour the hospitable Hindu 
matron always killed a cow. The guest in those day~ was 
entitled to Madhuparka (honeyed meal) and beef. Mr.Dutt 
says that ammal food was largely used by the early Hmdus. We 
have frequent allusions to the sacnfice and to the cooking of 
cows, buffaloes, and bulls (I. 61, 12; II. 7, 5; v. 29, 7 and 8 ; 

VI. 17, II; VI. 16, 47; VI. 28, 4; x. 27, 2; X. 28, 3, etc.). In 
x. 89, 14 there is mentIon of a slaughter-house where cows 
were killed, and in x. 91, 14 there I~ an allUSIOn to the sacrifice 
of horses, bulls and rams. A faIrly complete account of the 
sacrifice of the horses, such as it prevaIled 10 the Vedic hmes, 
is to found in hymn 162 of the first Mandala of the Rig 
Veda. The body of the horse was marked with a cane and 
was then dIssected along the hnes marked, and the ribs and the 
different limbs' were separated. The meat was roasted and 
boiled, while the soul of the horse was supposed to go to the 
gods \- Mr. Dutt says that a BrahmaHa lays down IOstructions 
for carving beef, and the Gopatha Brahmana tells us who 
received the different portions. The prie~t got the tongue, the 
neck, the Shoulder, the rump, the legs, etc., whtle the master of 
the house (wisely) appropriated to hImself the sirloin, and his 
wife had to content herself with the pelvis I Pletltifu/ Mations oJ 
the Soma bee,. were taken to wash down the meat! In III. 1,2,21 

of the Satapatha Brahmatzlt there is an amusing discussion, says 
Mr. Dutt, as to the propnety of eating the meat of an ox or 
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cow. The conclusion is not very definite. II Let him (the 
priest) not eat the flesh of a cow and the ox." Nevertheless 
Yajnavalkya said (taking apparent!, a very practical view of 
the matter), I,' I for one 4at It, provtded ,t tS tender I" Beef 
was cooked in Kapala and broth kept in Kalasa. Tpese were 
earthen pots. In the pnmitIve state of Hmdu civilization cow's 
skm WflS largely med for makulg vessels and bottles 

But Jet us return to our subject. In the Rig Veda t 
reference IS often made to swtller~ of wme. Besides Soma, there 
were 10 anCient India other strong drmks which were publtcly 
sold 10 the shops, without practically any reserve, to all comers. 
Gradually, when dnnk b('came the natIOnal Vice, Jaw makers 
began to denounce It. We now come to the Srut: and the 
Smntt. The Srutt mean~ revelatIon and mcludes Mantras, 
Brakmaftas, Aryatzakas(B.C. 1300),dnd Upanuhads(B.C. Iroo), 
-ongmally the act of slttmg down neal a teacher and ~ub· 
mlsslvely hl>temng to hlm.:t The SI/l1lf: means recollectlOnl> 
and mclude~ Vedallgas and Sufi m. The Smnh abo ll1cludes, 
says Mr. Dutt, work~ compo,>ed by holy personages, the 
Dharma Shasiras and the Dharma Sltftas of the Rclhonah~hc 
Penod compnsmg the l11~htute~ of civIl and reltglOus Jaw. 
The dlstmctIOn between the ~11ttt and the SlI1nte wa~ 

e'>tabh~hed pnOi to the n'>e of Buddhl~m. The Smntt hal., 
no claim to an mdependent authonty, hut derives It'> sanction 
from ItS relatIOn to the SI utt. In the Sf l4-il and the Smntt 
dunkmg was made penal a~ the kdl1l1g of a Blah,nan, 
for which capital pum~hment wa'> awarded. But gradually 
the Brahman began to lo~e hi'> supreme authonty, ,md 
several centunes hefore the advent of Buddha, Vlf:>hVamltra 
of the royal caste (Ksh;ttny,t) refused to ~ubmlt to the 
hierarchical pretention!:> of the Brahman, and succeeded In 

makmg the proud pnel>t reaf:>or.able and obtamed certam 
pnvIleges. He was followed by Kmg Janaka of Vldehd 
In queshonmg Brahman authonty. Gradually when the 
religIOn of the Brahman degenl.rated and the Brahmanas 

• RIg Veda, Ill. 4S 4 
t RIg Veda, III, 45, I. 

t Muller's Hilt"." of AM"'" S(llUl,.,I l,te,.atM'-I, p. 319 
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were unable to distinguish themselves in theological dis­
cussions, Sakya Muni in the sixth century B.C. entered 
the field of religious invastigation j and the people accepted 
Buddhism as a tolerant and compre~nsive religion. Crusade 
against drink was one of the ten stern commandments of the 
great Buddha. He preached :-" The householder who delights 
in the law should not indulge in intoxicating drinks, sh041d not 
cause others to drink, should not sanction the acts of those 
who drink, knowing .that it results in insanity. The ignorant 
commit sins in consequence of drunkenness and also make 
others to drink. You should avoid this: it is the cause of 
demerit, insanity and ignorance-though it be pleasing to the 
ignorant."· Drinking of spirituous liquors was termed Maha­
pataka (heinous sin) by Manu. According to Mallu Sunhitat 
the expiation for a Brahman guilty of drinking was suicide by 
a draught of boiling hot spirit, water, milk or cow's uri:Je taken 
in a burning hot metal pot. Another expiatory prescription 
was a draught of molten silver, copper or lead. The great 
Hindu Legislator Manu enjoined that the drunkard Brahman 
was to be branded on his forehead with the mark of a II vin~ner's 
flag," to proclaim that he was an outcast. But latterly the great 
Manu found that stopping drink was impossihle and he was 
obliged to wink at it. Nay, the great Lawgiver being afraid to 
denounce it, actually ruled :-" Na mama bhakshal1c dosho na 
ntadye," i.e., there is no harm in eating meat or in drinking 
wine t 

The Hindus, like the Greeks, possess two great national 
epics, the Ramayalla and the Mahabharala. The Ramayana 
of Valmiki consists of 24,000 slokas or 48,000 lines r)f 16 
syllables and is divided into seven volumes. Whether we accept 
Dr. A. Holtzmann's views, that the principal features of the 
Mahabhamta go back to Indo-Germanic times, or we agree with 
Lassen, it must be admitted that it is certain that it is an old 
epic, for Dion Chrysostom (80 A.D.) refers to it. According 
to Mr. Dutt, B.C. 1250 is the date of Kuru-Panchala war, the 
subiect of the Mahabharata. The work consists of 100,000 

• B,.ddlus"" by Profossor Rhy. Davids, pp. 138 and 139. 
t (IX, pp. 91'96). 
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couplets or about eight times the bulk of Homer's Iliad and 
Odyssey combined. The Mahabharata and the Ramayana in 
their present shape are production.s of a later age-or rather 
of later age~-and in th~ir present forms, the incidents of the 
wars described are undoubtedly mythical, as the incidents 
described in the Iliad are mythical. The five Pandava brothers 
and !heir common wife are myths, as Achilles and Paris 
and Helen are myths. The M ahabharata received its Jast 
touches in the Pauranic Age. Though utterly valueless as a 
narrative of historical events, yet these epics, Mr. Dutt says,· 
faithfully df:scribe the manners alld customs of the ancient Hil1dus, 
as the Iliad describes the manners of the ancient Greeks. '" 

In the Adipa17Ja of the Mahabharafa we find wine flowing 
like water in Arjuna's feast Oll the Raivatak hill. Krishna 
and Arjuna looked drunk, the Sanskrit words are madirayat 
neira (drunken eyes). Even Hindu ladies were no teetotalers. 
In Mahabharata we read Sudeshna, queen of Virata, sending 
her maid Draupadi to Kichak to procure liquor. Liquor was 
responsible for the Yadavas not recognising the enemy in the 
battle-field, and killing each other instead j for we read:­
BCl1-Ul1in madimm prtva madoll-matlzita chefa-sam, etc. Now let 
us take the other epic-the Ra1llllyana. The blue ribbon was not 
the urder of the day. Even great saints (rishis) entertained each 
other with wines. We find the great Vasistha offering wine to 
his colleague (rival ?) Vishvamitra. Both were honoured by the 
great King Sudas. When King Bharata, brotiJer of Rama, 
visited the great saint Bharadvaj, the escort of the King W3!,; 

entertained by the saint with liquor. The Jataka if full 6£ 
anecdotes of drunkards. Among Sanskrit authors Kalidasa 
(A.D. 500) perhaps occupies the highest place. He refers more 
than once to friends offering wine. Mr. Dutt says :-11 We 
know from Sakuntala that there were grogshops which were 
frequented by the very lowest castes; while among courtiers 
of a luxurious court, and among the profligate and the gay, 
drinking was not unknown. bharavi (A.D. 550) has a canto 
on the joys of drinkir.g, and Kalidasa, too, often speaks of ladies 
whose mouths were scented with the petfumes of liquor! II" 

* Dutt', C,,,,/iZQt2011 i1l A1I:f,1II /1Idia, pp. 123, 138. 
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[n Raghuvansa in the Qth Canto Maharaja Aja in his lamenta­
tions refers to his sweetheart's manner of taking wine. 

In MlJrkandeya Chanai goddess Durga thus addresses 
Asura :-

II Tishtha tishtha kshanam mudha madhuyab::zt piba mya­
ham," i.e., just wait you idiot till I fimsh my drink. Hinquism 
now in vogue for the last thirteen hundred years In India, is 
generally based on the Talltras. The Tantrie doctrine has 
~ractically usurped the place of the Vedi~ creed. The very 
Vedic mantras (incantatIOns) have, in a way, filterf:>d through 
the Tantras. In some ceremomes wine is indispensably neces­
~ary. In the Matrikabheda TaHtra, Mahadeva (the great god) 
takes his wife godde'ls Parvab into his confidence and says:­
"Brahmanasya mahamoksham madyapane priyamvade, i.e., great 
.,alvation of Brahman depends on dnnkmg wine, 0 my darling. 
In another place we read:-Madyapal1am viua devi tatvajnanam 
lIalabhyate," i.e., without drink, 0 goddess, you cannot under­
stand religIOn. "Ataebahf biprastu l1tadyapanam sa 11 uJeh tlrei, " 
therefore a Brahman ~hould dnnk wine.· 

Drink was not confined to the Aryans. The contag;on 
spread and the dborigincs developed a taste for liquor. Nay, 
they actually became drunkards. Let us take the Kob, the 
aborigines of Bengal. While sober they eVidently cannot 
worship the Deity. To secure salvabon they chant :-" Pitva 
pitva punalt pitva, punah patal: bhutalc " Utfhayacha punah 
pitva punarjanma navfdyatc," f.e., "Dnnk, dnnk, drink again, 
again fall dOWf! on the ground and get up, again dnnk and YOIl 

shall not be bom agaill." Even at the pre~ent day, the Tantrie 
Yogini (female devotee) Indulges in wine. But lOstead of an 
earthen pot, she use~ a human skull as her wine gla~s. More 
instances may be quoted from Sanskrit authors to &how that 
drink was the prevailmg vice among ancient Hind\ls, but the 
above extracts ought to suffice. 

We now come to India under Moslem rule. Was dnnk un­
known then? We all know that wine of every kind is strictly 
fprbidden by the Prophet of Arabia. M usltm law makes no 

• Dr. R. L. Mitra'. l"do-Arytl*S, Vol. I, page 408. 
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distinction between a drunkard and a temperate wine drinker. 
If two witnesses testify that a M usalman drank wine, 01" his 
breath smells of wine, the punishment is eighty stripes.· But 
had all this much dyed on the Musalman who could afford 
the luxury? Moslem histonans bear testimony to the effect 
that India under the followers of the Prophet, instead of 
abolishing the forbidden dnnk, actually under Royal patronagl! 
improved It to make It acceptablp to palates used to the 
delicate wines of Shlraz. Scores of hi!>tonans may be quoted 
in support of this statement, but I ~hal1 refer to only some 
of those that enJoy more or Jess a European reputation. 
Tarikh-us-Sabakfgtn, otherWlsl! known as Tartkh-i-Baihaki' 
by Khwap Abul Fazl bm Al Hasan Balhakl, is a well­
known history. Accordmg to Khaki Shirazi, Balhaki died in 
1077 A.D. Tankh-i-Bmlzakt I!> referred to m HaJi Khahfa's 
lexicon. Meer Khond, m the preface to his world-renowned 
work, Rauzaf-tls-Sajli, ~ays that It contam') 30 volumes and that 
IS why it is sometimes called MlIJalladat-t-Bmhaki or volumes 
of Balhakl. The great Fen,>hta and Barm have accepted It as 
authenhc hlstorv. Akbar's Mml~ter, Abul Fazl Allaml, refers to 
it In hiS Aym-t-Ak;Jan. In Tankh-us-Sabaktgut we find that 
Muhammad left Ah Anyaruk a~ Governor of the Punjab. The 
King sent him fifty f1agon~ of wme. Balhakl says that In those 
days Hot only the soldiers ,1Od officel ~ 1l1dulged m drunken 
brawls, but the Sultan Md.~ud himself ufled to enJoy regular boub 
m which he tnumphantly flaw all hiS fellow-topers. We read 
that one of the courhers eastly finished five tankard~--pach held 
nearly a pmt of wme-but the Sixth confused him, the seventh 
bereft him of hI'> ~enses, and at the eighth he was consigned to 
hiS servants. Everyone rolled or was rolled a way!! The actual 
Persian word~ are ell zi tt gliyz shiidah, t.e., hav10g become cricket 
balls! Agam we find m Tankh-us-Sabaktgtn, that in Novem­
ber, 1034, Just about Muharram, the Sultan fell ill on the bank!> 
of Jhelam (PunJab), and 10 a fit of repentance renounced wme, 
and the royal cellar was emptied mto the Tlver (Jhelam), but 
this pious resolution dId not !ast long, for we read that the 
following New Year day wa~ celebrated With great eclat-a 
drinking bout was a,so held. 

* H.tlaya and MtI"ltat, Klwmr. 
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Jami-ut-Hikrly4t of Maulana Nuruddin Muhammad Un 
is known to Western scholat<;. Professor John Dowson says 
that it bears much the same relation to the History of India as 
II Memorabilia of Veleriu~ M tlXi11.US" bear to the History of 
Rome. The author's resIdence at Delhi under Altamsh in 
1211 A.D. gave him facilities for carefully sifting his material 
which he collected from 1 arikh Yammi, TariM Nann, Tarikh­
ul-Abbas, Shar/un-Nabi, and Akhbar-i-Baramika, etc. Haji 
IShalifa has referred to Jamt-ul-Htkayat and a Turkish verSlOn 
is referred to by Hammer Purgstall. 01i refers to Sultan 
Mahmud and his courtiers dnnkmg wine and enJoying them­
selves. Tankh-i-Ftruz-Shahi of Ziauddin Barm is the chief 
source from which the great Feri:.hta draws his account of the 
period. Barni says that Sultan Balban was for some time 
addicted to drink. His example hpread and everyone acqUired 
a taste for dnnk. In hme, the thirst for wine became 
insatiable and drink was responsible for acts which 10 sober 
moment:. seemed Imposhlble. Barm refers to an in:.tance when 
a wlly courtier took advantage of a King's drunkenne~s to 
obtain the sanction for the murder of a prince I Under royal 
patronage wmes improved. BarO! say:. that the wmes which 
Firuz Shah used to dnnk were of vanous colours and of dlffe~ent 
flavours, :.ome were yellow as saffron, :.ome red as robe, whtle 
others were white. It apped.r" that 10 the case of Indian wmes 
no acqUIred taste wah neceshary, for the ta!:>te of all was hke 
sweet mllk. OccasIOnally a MU!:>d.lman Denmh or Maulavi 
appeared on the scene and lectured the Kmg on the evlls of 
drink, reciting the holy wnt!:> of blam, advi"ed the Kmg to 
give up wme. The re"ult was thdt for a tIme reachon !:>et tn, 
and the King put wine dnnkers and wme seller~ 10 pits and 
turned out vintners from the City, but found It Impossible to 
wholly suppress the use of winc, and was obhged to wink at a 
certain amount of drmking till he or his successor Ie-opened 
the wine shops and all the world drank. 

Tuzak-t-Babari, the autobiograpby of Babar, was ongtnally 
written in Turkish. It i~ well known to Enghsh readers by 
t~ admirable translations of Dr. Leyden and Mr. Erskine. 
II Babar's memoirs," says Professor John Dowson, M.R.A.S., 
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'~ form one of the best and most faithful pieces. of autobiography 
extant: they are infinitely superior to the hypocritical reve­
lations of Timur, and the pompous declamation of Jehangir­
not inferior in any resgect to the Expedition of Xenophon and 
rank but little below the Commentaries of Cresar." Babar 
entered India in 1526 A.D. In his autobiography he makes 
the .following edifying remark, II as at forty I intend to give up 
drink (and I am now 39), I am drinking hard I" But at forty 
the pious resolution was not carried nut. When he was 
defeated by the Rajputs at Sikri (now Fatehpur-Sikri) ar1d 
was told that dnnk was the cause of his defeat, he renounced 
wine and broke his drinking cups. Akhar's reign is considered 
the brightest penod of Moslem rule in India. Volumes have 
been written showing Akbar's reforms and the Aytll-i-Akbari 
may be regarded as an authentic record of Akbar's reign. In 
Akbar's time, wine was allowed to be publicly sold. Akbar 
himself indulged III wille. In AYI1l-i-Akbarl we read: II When 
HIS Majesty is inchned to dnnk Wine, trays of fruit are set 
before him." The word u"ed by Per"ian writers is sharab 
whIch hteraJly means drink, but commonly used to mean 
wines and spint'>. 

Tarikh-z-SaI1l11 Shaht b another Persian history known to 
the Western world. It \Va" tran"lated mto English by Major 
DavId Price tOt the Oriental Translation Committee under the 
title of MCl1:Olrs of Jchallgu". There IS another translation 
by Mr. Jones Anderson, published III the J\~iatic MIscellany 
pnnted at Calcutta 111 1785. The difference betwet:n these 
versions has been marked hy M. De Sacy in the Journal-de­
Savalls, 1830. ]ahangir wa-; as fond of hquor as his great­
grandfather Babar, and drlnkmg bouts were very common. 
It is notonous that ]ahanglr's brothers, Murad and Daniyal, 
both dIed of drink. Jahangir was so much addicted to 
drink that he made no secret of it. He is the only Moslem 
Monarch in the world who enjoyed the unique distinction 
of having, with unblushing ~ffrontery, his image-wine cup in 
halld, stamped 011 his gold CO;lls! Waqiat-i-Jaltallgiri is known 
to the Western world. /I Reigll of Jeltmzgir," by GIad'fin, 
published in 1788, j" an extract from this work. In this work 
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Jahangir frankly tells us how much liquor he used to conSUl1).C 
every day. He sometimes took twenty cups of double distilled 
liquor, and each cup contained seven tolas of wine. There­
fore twenty cups means 140 toIas. 

We have quoted Hindu and Musalman authors. Now let 
us give a few extracts from the writings of disintere-;ted 
travellers. We will only refer to those who saw things \\TJth 
their own eyes and published bona fide accounts of their 
travels before the days of faddl'1ts and missiCinaries. 

• < 

Megasthenes, says Mr. Dutt, came to India in the fO:lrth 
century before Christ, and lIved in the court of Chandragupta 
in Pataliputra or ancient Patna. Although his original 
account lS lost, shll extracts from hi~ wntings are found scat­
tered in many subsequent Walks. These have been carefully 
collected by Dr. Schwanbeck, of Bonn, and translated into 
English by Dr. MacCnndle, and are invaluable for the pur­
poses of IndIan HIstory. Pythagoras, Herodotu<; and Megas­
thenes are unimpeachable witnesses to the high civilization of 
India dunng three succeSSIve centuries which fall withm the 
Rationalistic Penod, viz., the SIxth, fifth and fourth centuries 
before Christ.t Mcgasthcnes thus refers to the use of wine at 
sacrifices. 1/ The Hmdu beverage is a liquor composed from 
rice instead of barley." 

Frans:;ois Bernier's Travels til the Mo{!,hul Emplye, 1656-
1668 A.D., is a well-known work. He does not deny the 
existence of wme m IndIa. He drank some wine at Ahmeda­
bad (Bombay) and Golkonda. The good wine he found in the 
Moghul Empire was sent by land from Persia to Bandar Abbas, 
where it embarked for Surat, from which port it reached Delhi 
in 46 days. Another kind of wl!1e was Imported by the Dutch. 
He ::;ays that these wines taken in moderation were found 
excellent preservatIves against malaria. The liq~lor pt'culiar to 
the country was called arak, a spirit drawn from unrefined 
sugar, and was harsh and bUl;ping as that made of COrn in 
Poland. Bernier, of course, mention3 that none but Christians 

: 21 to!al=onc ouncc. 
t Dutl's Ctfl'/'.""tnC •• .A .. "",t I.dlll, p. 211. 
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did~'~y drink in those days. Bernier ,evidently did not 
come across Jahangir's gold coins. There was another kind 
of wine called Bouleponge, a drink composed of arak mixed 
with lemon juice, water and nutmeg. Boule is the Gennan 
name for punch and allied drinks. The Bengal arak was held 
in great repute in tho!,e days. Ovmgton* says: It Bengal arak 
is much stronger than that of Goa and both are made use of 
by Europeans in making punch." 

Jean Baptiste Tavernier was perhaps the mO!,t renowned 
traveller of the seventeenth century. In his Travels he refers 
to wme at Lahore (Punjab). Most likely he would have found 
wine elsewhere too; but as the great traveller carried his own 
French wines with him, to which he makes frequent reference, 
he did not take the trouble to find out, or finding the native 
arak harsh to the French palate, he dId not condescend to 
refer to it. Probably the Lahore vintners satibfied the great 
traveller, and hence prommence I!. given to Lahore wine. 

We may also refer to Captain Hawkms who wa!, with 
Jahangir from 1608 to 1613. He has descnbed at great length 
Jahangir\ dnnkmg habits.t With one or two quotations from 
official records we shall fim~h thIs article. In \Vheeler's Early 
Records oj Bnttsh It,d,a \!> published In extenso a letter written 
by the Rev. Patrick Warner, dated 31st Januuy, 1676: 

tt It may be for a lamentation to lJear and -.ee the horrid 
swearing and profanation of the name of God, the 71)0(u1 and 
abominable drunkenness and uncle<lnne~-. that bO much reign 
and rage among the soldIery; and these not secretly or 
(;overtly but ab it were In the sight of the sun, and men refuse 
therein to be a~hamed neither can they blush." In the Early 
Records of British ltzdta importatIOn of wmes from Persia is 
mentioned more than once. The following IS taken from 
Captain Hamilton'., accounts :-11 Captam Pernn, ma!>ter of a 
ship, brought in Bengal good !>hlp-store of Per!>lan wmes .... 
Two gentlemen of the council J.,eing that season bound lor 
England, commg one day to dme with me I treated them and 

• A voyage to SlInt III Lhe ycar 1686, LondoD, 1696• 
tHawkiDl' Voyag. by Markham, Hakluyt Society, 1878. D 
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the rest of my company with that Persian wme which they aU 
praised and asked mc where I got It from. I told them 
knowing that good Wines would be scarce that year, I had 
proVided a good quantIty 1.t SuratJrom whell~e I had come 
that sea'>on. Everyone begged that I would '>pare them some 
chests which I condescended to do as a favour; and next day 
bent them what they wanted at double the pnce the. owner 
demanded for It, and so got off above a hundred and twenty 
chestb which enabled Mr. Perrm to satIsfy most of hiS 
credltorh." 

So we have now quotations from both sacred and secular 
Sansknt lIterature In bupport of dnnk 10 the Hmdu penod. 
Though the Koran stnctly prohibits the use of wme, we have 
the unsolicited testimony of Moslem hlstonans to Sd.Y that not 
only wme was used, but was actually abused dUfmg the 
Muhammadan penod of Indian History. If further eVidence 
wah wanted we have quoted the three foreign travellers and an 
Enghshman, who actually lived With Jahanglr, and who, when 
wntmg hiS account, had not dreamt that hIS countrymen would 
be the conquerors of India. It IS now clear that Indlam, from 
hme immemorIal, brewed their Own wme, used It alwaylo, 
abu~ed It occaslOnally, and Imported It from Persia, wher.ever 
they could afford the luxury-ElIglal1d dId 110t teach IndIa to 
dnnk.-

.. 

• The Cllklltta R_, October, 1904. 
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MR. DUTT AND INDIAN FAMINES. 

THE subject of Indian Famines, pregnant as it 19 with deep 
and vital importancf', i:. drawi ng a good deal of attention, 

both in England and in India. In most cases the writings on the 
subiect are characterised by an aldent desire to ameliorate the 
condition of the Indian ryot. For som~ time, the letters and 
articles with reference to famine which appeared in the public 
pres~ passed practically unnoticed, at least officially; but when 
on the 20th December, 1900, the following petition was pre­
sented to the Secretary of State by no less than eleven retired 
Indian offiCials of high rank, it drew official attention, and 
their utterances carried weight as much from the past position 
of the signatorie~ as from the moderate language in which the 
petlhon was couched:-

(1) II In view of the terrible famines with which India has 
been lately afflicted, we the undersigned who have spent many 
years of our lives among the people, and still take a deep 
interest in their welfare, beg to offer the following sugge~tions 
to your Lordship in Council, in the hope that the Land 
Revenue Admini~tration may be elsewhere placed on such a 
sound and equitable ba<;is as to ",ecure to the cultivators of the 
soil a sufficient m .. rgin of profit to enable them better to with· 
stand the pressure of future famine. 

(2) 41 We are well aware that the primary cause of famines 
is the failure of rain, and that tht- protection of large tracts of 
country by the extension of irrIgation from sources that seldom 
or never fail has been steadily kept in view and acted on by 
the Government for [Lany years past; but the bulk of the 
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country is dependent on direct rain faU, and the pinch of' 
famine is most severely ff:lt In the uplan<ts, where the crops 
fail simply for want uf ra1l1. 'I}..,. only hope for the cultivators 
throughout the greater part of India is, therefore, that they 
should be put in such a posItIon as to enable them to tIde over 
an occasIOnal bad season. 

(3) It To place the cultIvators 10 such a poslbon ~e con­
sIder It essentIal that the share taken as the Government 
demand on the land should be strictly lUll1ted 10 every Pro­
vmce. We fully agree with the views of Lord Sahsbury, when 
Secretary of State for IndIa, as set out 10 hIS mmute of 26th of 
Apnl, 1875 :-

, So far as It IS po!>slble to change the IndIan fiscal system, 
It IS deSIrable that the cultlvator should pay a smaller portion 
of the whole natIOnal charge. It 15 not 10 Itself a thnfty policy 
to draw the mass of revenue frem the rural dlstncts where 
capital IS scarce, sparmg the towns, where It IS often redundant 
and runs to waste and luxury. The mJury 15 exaggerated 10 

the case of IndIa, where so much of the revenue 15 exported 
Without a dIrect eqUlvalent: 

(4) II Without gomg mto tedIOUS detatls, we cumndcr It 
very adVIsable that 10 those lJarts of the country 10 whIch the 
Land Tax IS not perm,mently settled the followmg pnnclple<; 
should be UnIformly adhel ed to :-

(a) "Where the Land Revenue 15 paId dIrectly by the 
cultivators, a!> 10 most parts of Madras and Bombay, the 
Government demand should be Itmlted to 50 per cent. of the 
value of the net produce after a liberal deduction for culttvatIon 
expenses has been made, and ~hould not ordmanlyexceed one­
fifth of the gross produce, even 10 those parts of the country 
where, 10 theory, one-half of the net IS assumed to appropnate 
to one-thIrd of the gross produce. 

(b) "Where the Land Revenue IS paId by landlords, the I 

prmclple adopted 10 the Saharanpur Rules of 1855, whereby 
the Revenue demand IS lImIted to one-half of the actual rent 
or assets of such landlords, :.hould be UnIversally applIed. 
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(c} nT~t ae ~visi(Ul of the Land Tax of any Province or 

part thereof should be made within thirty years of the expira­
tion of any former revision. 

(d) II That when such revision is made in any of those 
parts of IndIa where the Land Revenue is paid by the culti­
vators,direct to the Government there should be no increase 
in the assessment except in cases where the land has increased 
in value (1) in consequence of improvements in irrigation 
works carried out at the expense of the Government or (2) on 
account of a rise in the value of produce based on the average 
prices of the thirty years nt:xt precedmg such revision. 

(5) "Lastly, we recommend that a lImit be fixed m each 
Province beyond which it may not be permissible to surcharge 
the Land Tax with local cessel>. We are of opinion that the 
Bengal rate of 6t per cent. IS a fair one, and that m no case 
should the rate exceed 10 per cent. 

(Sd.) R. K. BUCKLE, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Latc Director oj Re,ll'l11le Settlement and Member (If 
the Board oj Revmzft, Madr<lS. 

]. H. GARSTIN, 

Lafe Member oj Coum.ll, Madras. 

J. B. PENNINGTON, 

Late Collector oj TallJore, 111 adras. 

H. J. REYNOLDS, 

Latc Revellue Scadary to the Government oj Bengal 
alld late Member oj the Legislative Council of the 
Goverttor-General 'Jj I ndta. 

RICHARD GARTH, 

Late Chief Justice ol Bengal. 

ROMESCH C. DUT1, 

Late Officiatmg CommiSSt01ter of Orissa Divisitm 
in Bengal, and Member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 
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(Sd.) C. J. O'DONNELL, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Late Commissioner of Bhagatpore alzd Rajshah, 
Divisions in Bflfl1al. 

A. ROGERS, 
Late Settlement Officer and Member of Council in 
Bombay. 

W. WEDDERBURN, 
Late Actillg Chief Secretary to the Govemment of 
Bombay. 

JOHN JARDINE, 
Late Judge of the Htgh Court, Bombay. 

J. P. GOODHIDGE, 
Late B. C. S., and formerly OffiClatil1g Settlement 
COlllmissioner, Central Provillces. 

Among the ~ignatories Mr. R C. Dutt, C.LE. (I.C.S. 
RetIred), late Officiating Commissioner of On~sa and Member 
of the Bengal LegislatIve Council, returned to the charge in 
India and carried on an active campaign in a series of open 
letters addressed to the Viceroy. Mr. Dutt is not an .tll­

tagoni~t to be despised. Added to the glamour of his name 
as oriental scholar and hi')torian, the author of some works on 
ancient India, there IS the stern fact that he is a Reventl<,! 
Officer of great experience. Lord Curzon's Government wel­
comed the opportunity thus afforded of dIscussing a question 
which is one of the highest nahonal importance. Mr. 
Dutt's open letters were, therefore, referred to all Local 
Government') for their consideration and report, and from 
the ma'iS of information receIved from various Provmces, 
Lord Curzon was able to issue I~esolution of the r6th January, 
1902, which is a comprehensive review of Land Revenue 
policy throughout India. In that Resolution His Excellency 
claimed to have established the folJowmg points :-

(1) That a permanent Settlement, whether in Bengal or 
elsewhere, is no protection again»t the incidence and conse­
quences of famine; 
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(2) That in areas where the State receives its land revenue 

from landlords, progressive moderatIons is the keynote of the 
policy of Government, and that the standard of 50 per cent. of 
the assets lS .one which is more often departed from on the 
side of the deficiency than of excess; 

(3) That m the same area the State has not and does not 
hesItate to interfere by legit'>lahon to protect the mterests of 
the tenants agamst oppresslOo at the hands of the landlords; 

(4) That In areas where the State takes the land revenue 
from the cultIvators, the proposal to fix assessment at one·fifth 
of the gross produce would re<;ult In the ImposItIon of ,1 

greatly mcreased burden upon the people; 

(5) That the polIcy of lopg term settlement IS gradually 
bemg extended, the exceptIon<; hemg )llt'>ttfied by conditions of 
local development; 

(6) That a SImplIfication and cheapenmg of the pro­
ceedmgs connected wIth new '>ettlement" and an aVOIdance 01 
the haras<;mg mvaslOn of an ,lrmy of suhordmate officials are 
a part of the dehberate polIcy of Government; 

(7) That the prinCIple of exemptmg or allo\\ mg for Im­
provement" It'> one of gener,ll acceptance but may be capclble 
of furthpr exten'>lOn ; 

(8) That a..,:,es~ments have cea<;ed to be made upon 
prospectIve a~.,ct<; ; 

(9) Thclt local taxation a<; a whole, though susceptIble of 
some redI'>tnbuhon, I~ neIther nnmodf'rate nor burden!>ome ; 

{IO} Thdt ovcr-a..,scs<;mellt I~ not dS dlleged, a general or 
WIdespread source of poverty and mdehtedne<,s 111 India, and 
that It cannot falriy he regarded a~ a contnbutory cau!>e of 
famme; 

The Government of IndIa have further laId down hberal 
pnnclple!> for future gUIdance, and WIll be prepared, where 
the neceSSIty IS establtshed, to I.1~ke further advance 10 respect 
of:-

(II) The progre~slve and graduated Imposltton of large 
enhancements; 
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(12) Greater elasticity in the revenue collection facilitatiti' 
its adjustment to the variations of the seasons and the cir­
cumstances of the people; 

(13) A more general resort of reduction of assessments in 
cases of local deterioration where such reduction cannot be 
claimed under the terms of settlement. 

The conclusions arrived at by Lord Curzon's Government 
were not, however, satisfactory to Mr. Dutt, and several letters 
appeared in the Pioneer and other journals over the signature 
of Mr. Dutt, in 1'eply to the Government Resolution. As far as 
I am aware, no Indian has had the courage to question in any 
public print the correctness of Mr. Dutt's dictum, and yet 
there must be some among the educated classes who know and 
feel that they cannot endorse all that he has said. It may 
have been a mistaken idea of what patriotism really is, which 
prompted silence in the presence of a great leader of Congress 
thought, or was it a natural disinclir:ation to cross swords with 
so doughty an opponent? The fad remains that Mr. Dutt's 
statements-some of which are hardly calculated to gain for 
Mr. Dutt the reputation of a reliahle historian-have either 
been endorsed or allowed to pass unchallenged. Let me give 
an instance. Mr. Dutt says "the famines which have 
desolated India within the last quarter of the I9th century an: 
unexampled in their extent alld iI/tensity in the history of ancient or 
modern tillles." 

The italiGs are mine. The sentence I have quoted is not 
one hurriedly dashed off for the columns of a nt!wspap~r. 

It will be found in Mr. Dutfs /I Econolllic History of British 
India" published in England last yt!ar. The assertion is a 
sweeping one, and any thoughtful man may he pardoned, if, 
after wading through Mr. Dutt's writings on the sub,iect, he is 
forced to exclaim "not proven." Even the GDvernment of 
India's exhaustive Resolution on the subject does not 
challenge this statement, and perhaps therefore Mr. S. N. 
Bannerji in his Presidential address at the last (1902) Congress 
asserts that the Viceroy himself says that the last famine of the 
last quarter of the expiring century was the severest that the 
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~ • ., has e7Jet' know". (I 'ide Mr. Ba~tnerji's speech, Press 
'copy, last line, page 21). It may, therefore, seem temerity in 
me to venture into the arena; but if I am able to di!lprove 
fallacies, I may perchance render sQme little aid to the great 
work of devising means of occupying philanthropists, patriots 
and faddists, by asking them to relinquish unt~nable ground, 
and renew their researches mto avenues where their efforts 
wjll be rewarded with mOle tangIble results than has attended 
such sweeping criticIsm, unsupported by facts and figures, of 
the acts and intentions of a Government th:J.t commands thl! 
respect of the civilized world. Mr. Dutt himself wIll 
perhaps admIt that often a good case is spoilt by even one 
unreliable witness, or an ex,tgger,ded statement placed on the 
record. Unlike the Congre'>s Pre~ldcnt who says" the public 
have not the time to venfy Intncate calculations, and they 
cannot be expected to follow the wnter on IndIan economics 
through the maze::. of 1118 figure~, etc." (lilde Mr. S. N. 
Bannerji's !>peech, page 22, Pre!>" copy). I ,1m a great bellevet" 
In figures. People who h,l\'c H no tune to vt:nfy intncate 
calculations" should not complam If thoughtful mefl decline 
to listen to them When lcader~ of the Congress openly show 
their con tempts for figures, how can they pOSSibly expect the 
Government to accept thell sugge~tlOns. N'o oratory can take 
the place of figures, and no "omntbus Resolutions" can di~­
prove facts. I ... "ill quote chapter and ver~e for every statement 
I make. I am aware that tllt:.le are ~ome who are unwtlllOg to 
believe anythlllg wnttcn by Engh"h Writers when de,\ltng WIth 
Indian History, but everyone mu"t confess that no Mahomedan 
hIstorian could be charged WIth maccuracie!>, when recording 
events which happened under the Mahomedan Ruler~, and 
which con tams any reflectIOn on their admullstrahon. I will 
therefore quott;: Mahomedan HI!>tonan!>-1O some cases referring 
to the origmal Persian-to show how far Mr. Dutt was right in 
some of his !>tatements, whIch hI!>tory dIsprove!>. Mr. Dutt 
says that the Indian famlOC'> of the last quarter of the 19th 
Century have been unexamFled In their Il1tenslty III the history 
of ancient and modern hme':>. Let us see what Mahomedan 
Historians say; let us go back a thousand years and see what 
sort of famines viSited us then. 
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The Tarikh Badauni says that about the year 960 A.D., a 
dreadful famine raged in the E«stcrn Provinces of Agra and 
Delhi. Even Jawari (barley) ~ou!d not be obtained .• Mahom­
edans and Hindus perished. Common people fed on the seeds 
of thorny acacia and on the hides of cattle. Th,~ famine was 
called Kltasltmi had (Wrath of God), which, according to the 
well-known Arahic abjad ~ystem of historical calculation give,> 
the date. The author, MuJla Abdul Qadir, says that he wit­
nessed with his own eyes men eating their own kind. Mulla 
Abdul Qadir is no ob~cure historian. He is r.:lentioned in 
Elphillstone's History oj Illdia and Biographical Dictionary, 
L. U. K., etc. Mulla Abdul Qadir was a great scholar in 
Sanskrit also, and even now there are scholars who believe 
that Rajtarangilli (the abriged history of Kashmir) was trans­
lated by Mulla Abdul Qadir and not by Maulana Imad-ud-dip. 

Tarikh Feruz Shahi, of Ziauddin Barni, is the chief source 
from which the great Ferishta draws his account of the period. 
This work says that in Jalaluddin's reign, about 1290 4..D., 
there was ~uch a famine that "Hmdus came into Delhi with 
their families twenty or thirty of them together, and in the 
extremity of hnnger drowned them~elves in the Jumna." The 
same historian says that in the reign of Sultan l\1ahomr>rl 
"there was a fatal famine in Delhi and its environs, and 
throughout the Doab fammc hecame general and contmued fOI 

~ome ytars, and thousand~ perished; ryots were impoverished 
and reduced to beggary, lands were ruined, and cultivation wa" 
entirely arrested." The same Mahomedan historian refers to 
the great Malwa Famine ahout the same time. Delhi wa~ 
devastated: "1Iot a tholtsa lid/it part oj the population l'emained, 
the country was desolate and all cultivation abandoned, no 
horses .md cattle were left in that part of the country." About 
the same time, in another part of the country, Rami says, 
" famine was so severe that man was devouring mdn." Referring 
to the Gujerat Famine in the same year TariM Feru.: ShaM 
says" men and beasts died of starvation." 

Zajarnal11ah, by Sharfuddin Yazdi (who died in 1446 A.D.), 
is an important historical work. This work, Mir Khond declares 
surpasses everything that had up to his time enlightened the 
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world 10 the department of history. It IS well known to the 
onentahsts of Europe by the French translatIon of M. Pebs de 
la Crorli (Hts:otre de Ttl/lur Bee, Pan~, 1722, 4 vo!<;., I2mo), 
which IS. one of Gibbon's chief ~ource~ of mformattop 
respectmg that penod. The French ver~lOn· was translated 
mto Engh<;h In 1723 by J. Darby. There IS ,11so an ItalIan 
tran~lahon by Braduttl. As all onental scholar.. know, 
Zajarnamah IS ba~ed on Mltljlzat l-Ttlllll11; It~ t1an~!ahon mto 
vanous Europe,m Jangu,lge<; .. how .. th it It enJoys a high 
Europe,iO reputation. An English tr,msbholl of the Zajar. 
lIamah wa'> publt"hed 111 the DelhI Arehaologteal JOltn/at 10 

1862, but I ha\e not been able to hne! a copy. In Zajamamah 
we find" women clIHmg 111 plee-e.., and eating the skm of ,1 

hor,>e which had been dc .d. t-.kll1s were bOIled and sold 
111 the m,ll ket..,. \Vhen hull('rk.., were ... laughtered, crowds 
rushed fOi \\ ,lrd tt' catch the bl()uc!;J nd Gon .. umcd It fOi their 
<;ustenal1ce." 

It 1<; admlttld bv l h' Y ()nc th,tt Akbar's reign was the be..,t 
111 thL l\1lhoIn( dan lll..,tOI) of I nch t. Let u~ sel how the gre.it 
Akbar Llrld ,lS i ':£"In].., f IInl!lC. Tht (c gl C,lt f.lOlines de .. ol,tted 
the country dunng hI'> reign. Abul F,IU! AIl,lml 111 hi ... 
AkiJarllal11ait refer .. to one of the ... e thtl'> ._" Men could not find 
corn; the {Wlrt... (l!t\Ul tn tIll u .. trenllty of wtlllg eaeh other, 
and S01/le fUllfil I Ilu 11I~e17'(~ Cllto pal lccs to earry ot! 101/(: 
mdtz!ldllals lOt till 1/ jood. The A l1I-t-Akban admIt!> "at 
the bme of famme .md dl..,tr(' .... p,ulnb ',V' re ,tlJowed to .. ell 
theIr chdc!ten.' 

Let ,Lllothel Mdhol11cdall 11l<,torJJn gl\'(! hI'> ver ... lOl1 at 
faInlI1e III Akbar's bmc . LIII}(Jai-ut-Jawarlkh W.l'> wntt<:n hy 
Sha\kh }iurul Hag 111 tht... fOI (y-<'lconcl ye,lr of Akbar' .. reign, 
Vtz., 1596 A D. Thc time! f.;1(,lt f lIn1l1L 111 Akbar'~ reIgn, WlllCh 
took pldce only d year bdon tilL \\ ork was wntten, wa~ a very 
severt' one. "A fearful famlllc I'lged conhnuou"ly for three 
or four years tluoughout lhe ,whole oj Hmdustall. A kInd of 
plague abo added to the hor -()rs of thIS penod and depopulated 
whole Clites, to say nothtng of hamld,> and VIllages. In com.e· 
quence of the dearth of gram and the necessliJes of ravenous 
hunger, human (lc:.h was eaten. The streets and 'roads were 
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blocked up with dead, bodies, and no assistance could be rendered 
for their removal." 

The italics are mine. I h:<l.ve given enough extracts to 
show how Upper India fared during a pre-British famine. I 
may now give an'instance of famine in the Deccan. Mahomed 
j\min Kaziwini in his Padslullmamah gives some harrowing 
details of a famine which raged about Daulatabad and 
Balaghat in the reign of Shah Jehan. We read" Inhabitants 
were reduced to the direst extremity. Life was ({fered for a 
small loaf (the original Persian is Jdne-ba-luine), the ever 
bounteous hand was stretched out for food, dogs' .fiesh took the 
place of goats' flesh, and pounded bOlles of tlIe dead was mixed 
with flour,' destitution at length l'eached such a pitch that men 
began to devour each other, and the flesh of a son was preferred 
to his love." 

Tariklzi Tahi1'i was written in 1621 A.D. It gives an 
account of Sindh. The maulavics of Siadh consider it the 
best history of their country. The Amir of Khairapur and 
the Syeds of Thatta carefully preserve the MSS. of this work 
in their libraries. l'ariklzi T ahiri says that there was such a 
famine in Sindh in the Fourteeth Century that a mother who 
could not see her sons perish before her eyes, besought them 
to kill her and satisfy the cravings of their hunger. The sons 
actually killed the mother. 

Safarnillllah Ilmi BallltalI, the Mtmfakhabullllbab and 
Mukhtasirat-Tawm'iklz, and other well-known Persian works, 
give accounts of various famines in India. But I think I 
have given enough extracts from prominent Mahomedan 
historians. 

Even making an allowance for Persian authors' iharati 
mttnshiana-flowery and pedantic language, which European 
historians felicitously call the Jedediah Cleishhotham style­
there is enough to prove beyolld the shadow of doubt that 
famines in the pre-British period were much more intense than 
they have been in the last quarter of the Nineteenth Century. 
So, it is clear that Mr. Dutt has tripped, and tripped badly. 

Even his friends are now coming forward to say that they 
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do not endorse all that Mr. Dutt says about famine. Mr. 
Pennmgton, I.C.S. (late Collector of TanJore), who in 
December, 1900 signed the memorable PetItIon addressed to 
the Secre.tary of State, 10 December, 1902, in public pnnt says 
that he disagrees with Mr. Dutt In the alleged efficacy of a 
Permanent Settlement, and lay" more stre~s on Irngabon. 
This IS what Mr. Penmngton ... ays In an open letter to Mr. 
Dutt :-

"I do not know what exactly Gaused the famme 111 

Bengal of 1770 a" I h,we no books of reference here, though 
I f,mcy It was a good deal owmg to war, unsettled Govern­
ment, and over-a~~e~~ment; but <,urely It IS gomg too far to 
say that thele has been no famine 10 Beng<ll because of the 
Permanent Settlement. There hd"> certa1l11y heen no famme 
In TanJore, Godavari, and Kn"hna <,mce the work of SIr 
Arthur Cotton j jet there ha<, beel! no Permanent Settlement. 
Nor IS there any trace of Lunme 111 the fambaraparm valley 
'>mce the great lrngahon work" were earned out there !:lome 
centune~ ago, or m the Mdlabal and on the We'>t COdf)t gener­
ally, where the cltmate IS pcrhap ... even more f,wourable than 
111 Bengal. You your.,elf have "',lId that famme IS due 
pnmanly to faIlure of ram or of IrngatJon. Bengal IS excep­
bonally wdl-\\ ak! leI, ,md like all Irngatcd dl!>tnct!:l, I!:I prac­
tically S.l.te 'Lg,lln~t Limme, P'07 iffI'd It h,L'" a re,t,>onable and 
settled Gove! nment and ,.., not ovel-a..,.,e!>,>ed. I cannot 
under!>tand your ~aymg 'th.lt the P('rtnanent Settlement has 
saved Bengal from the \\ 01 ~t rL <,u I to., of families I'> proved by 
hl!>tory as compldely and unan..,wel,lbly a!> any economIc fact 
can be proved: There I:>f'cm'> to be no .,uch proof at all." 

When IrngatJOl1 plays <,0 Important a part m avertmg 
famme and rallw,lY" In mltlgatmg Ib effects, let us see what 
the Government of India have done m these dIrection'). An 
answer will bl~ found m tl c followmg figure'> which give the 
expendIture on these 1\"0 lteml:> from revenue. 
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Expenditure from Revenue in India on Railways and 
Irrigation, IS!S2-R3 ,:0 r897-<)8. 

I 882-83-Railways 
Irrigation 

I 883-84-Railways 
Irrigation 

1884-8s-Railways 
Irrigation 

188s-86-Railways 
Irrigation 

r886-87-Railways 
Irrigation 

1887-88-Railways 
Irrigation 

I 888-8<)-Railways 
Irrigation 

-As-
6,520,738 
2,48:>,912 

6,803,186 

2,440 ,963 

8,158,667 

2,501 ,949 

8,975,IS9 
20489,964 

8,777,884 
2,416,712 

9,068,422 
2,55 2 ,6H) 

9,494,359 
2,692 ,950 
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&-
1 889-9o-Rallways 10,336,538 

IrngatJon 2,72 3,146 
-----

7,61 3,392 

1890-91-Rall-Nay", 10,353,049 
Irrigation 2,813,622 ----

7,539,427 

I891-92-Ra!lways 12,793,700 

irrigation 3,020.347 
----

9,773,353 

1 892-93-Radway!> 13,081,225 
Irrrg.thon 2,994,606 

-----
lO,086,6z9 

1891-94-I<atlways I3,4)3?,992 

IrrigatIOn 2,917,024 

10,572,968 

1894-95-RaIiways 13,655,371 

ltrl,.::ahon 2,(1)2,()28 
---- -

10,062,443 

r89S-96-Hallway<; J3,«),-,2, 214 
hngatlOn 3,01,,153 

----
1O,8~9,061 

1896"97-Radways 13,353,383 
Irrigation ),291),19 1 

-----
10,05):$,192 

I 897-98-Ratlways 13,56r,896 
Irrigation 3,142,339 -----

10,419,557 



The area under Irrigation in 18<}9-oo was 31,544,056 acres, and the area under crops 223,654,333. 
The following figures speak for themselves:-

AdmUllatration 

Bengal 
N W. Provmces 
Oudh ... 
Punjab 
Lo\\er Burma .. . 
Upper Burma .. . 
Central Provinces 
Assam ... 
Ajmere·Merwara 
Coorg ... 
Madras 
Bombay and Sind 
Berar ... 
Pergana Manpur 

Total ... 

Area under Irrigation m 1899-1900 In Acres. 
-----~--- ---

Area Irrigated. 

Total Area -- I 1---- -~ 
under By ranal, 
Crops. By By Other I Total ...... 

Go\!~mment Private. 

1\ 65,708,800 \ 
30,IlI9,651 I 

I J 1,413,5°8 I 
20,738,687 I 
6,665,639 I 
3.4 1 9,7°3 I 

754·577 I 
1,981 ,373 

Tanks Wells \' SoUrceL. Irrigated. 

----- - -- I - -- ,- - - - -

17,°43,937 
.. 1\- 5,311,818 
. 394.844 
... I 202,54 1 

•. 27.785.796 

4,243,5~4 

310 
25 2 ,161 

1,37° 
2,648,160 
2,45 2 ,26% 27,975,223 I 6,787,3 18 

I 6,868 

122 3,654,333 ! 12,333,73-7 

5,69 2 

823.7 2 9 
1,32 5 

3°7,198 
81C 

26, 289 
145,608 

72 

1,310,7 2 3 

1, 21 5,683 
976,394 

20,049 

120,864 
176,187 

i,228 

r ,832,527 
30 ,443 

4,478,5°7 I 

1,643,17)0\ I 

I 4,154,598 

7,211 
64,188 

43,776 

r, f29.804 
698,794 

66,638 

553,595 
80,453 

134,083 
3,434 

102,587 
J4,079 

116 

146,986 
J88,563 I 

107 
324 

-1---1--­
I 4,,s8S.375 I 12,287,218 1,224,003 

754,5n 
8,234.8$0 W 
1.700,,)25 QI\ 

9.37:11983 
5,069 

799 021 

255,264 

~l,UO 

1.370 

5.783,166 
,},5 15,670 

67,°70 
324 

31 ,544,°56 



The expendIture on Railways has al~o been shown and 

at the end of the year 1900 we had 10 IndIa 24,707 miles of 

RaIlway thus: 

Guaranteed Compames 

ASSIsted CompanJPs 

State Lmes 

Natn eState Lmes 

ForeIgn Lme,> 

Total 

MILES. 

1,30 5 

1,514 

18,941 

2,873 

74 

Mr. Dutt ha'> referred to the "de'lolahon" caused by 

famme. That thousand~ have fallen victims to want and 

disease, which tread c1o~e on the heel" of a famme no one 

can deny, but the wonderfully recuperahvl; pnwer, which has 

a~serted Itself even after pcnocb of prolonged drought, IS 

amazmg and counteracts the woeful effect of famme. Let me 

present a few figures-from the Provmce nearest to me­

Bombay, dunng the last quarter of the 19th Century, whIch 

Mr. Dutt has smgled out for hIS theme. What do we find ? 

An IOcrease In populatIon 10 almost every distrIct and a total 

increase 10 20 years of 1,771,552. The figures of the last 

Census are of course excluded, because plague has raged for 

the past SIX years and nowhere more than in the Bombay 

Presidency, and theIr msertion would only vlbate the re.<mlts. 



Population 01 each district of the Bombay PresUkncy 

proper it, 1872, and 1891. 

Districts. 

Ahmedabad 
Kaira 
Panch Mahals 
Broach 
Surat 
Thana 
Khandesh 
NaSlk 
Ahmednagar 
Poona ... 
Sholapur 
Satara 
Belgaurn 
Dharwar 
Bljapur ... 
Kanara .. 
Ratnaglri 
Kolaba ... 

Total 

1872. I 1891• 

------ -I--~ 

829,63i I 921 ,712 

782,733 871,589 
240,743 313,417 
350,3 22 '141.490 

6°7,087 998,949 
847,424 819,580 

1,028,642 1,460,85 1 

734,386 84],582 

773,938 888,755 

907,235 1,067,800 
662,986 750 , 589 

1,160,050 I, ??5.989 

938,750 1 ,01 3,201 

988,037 I 1,05 1,314 
816,037 796.339 
398,406 446,351 

1,01 9,136 1, 105,926 

350,40$ I 594,872 

I 15.163,506 13,391,954 
I 

What effect the famIne of the la~t quarter of the 19th 
Cmtury (Mr. Dutt's words) had on the agnculture of the 
country and the agrarian populabo:"l may be gathered from 
the followmg Table, which wtll show that the expression 
II desolation" used by Mr. Dutt must be taken in a quite 
modified sense. 



Bt.t.m.nt Dompsrlng the extent of full, BBBlalld occupIed a,ea In GOYBfnment R,otwa,t and Khot! VI/I.~" In 
the Bomba, P,e6idenc! during 1855-56, 1866·66, 1875-78 and 1896·96, 

I ,R~S <,h ) I R~~~ r8,Ui' _ ___ '895-<)6 
- No of Onup ed Area "0 of --Oc~up\ed Ared _ ~ , of I OCCUpled Area No of <kcupied ~ 

DlStn~t· I GO\em- j - --- A,.rag; GOHm 1 A\erage &a'em- Avuage Go .. em- I A~ctage 
- ~ « ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ - ~ ______ ~lIage ___ , \lfJ,~e I~ ____ ! ~11l'i!e ~ag~, VllI,ge Village • ~ 

NORT~ERN\--' __ I __ ~ _ _ I __ 4_1- 2-_' \ __ 7 ___ !_1 __ 9 __ __ '_0 _ __ ,_, ___ '_2_ 1 __ '3 __ 

DIVISIO:-l I I I 
Ahmedabad I 499 325 50~ 652 4-59 496,9<; 'I 1083 4+3 I 500,21 7 1,139 447 493,4551 1,104 
Kill'" 495 2625zS ,30 )24 3804(11 726 5251 363,255 692 525 398,963 756 
P.ncb-Mahal 457 (155 (00) (339) 435 1!2388 350 403 220,072 551 
Broacb 406 403719 994 406 453 61 3' 1117 410 4<>S 811 1,139 , 407 469'5Il sl 1,15 .. 
Surat 807l .P 336' 512 808 47Z,¢5 <85 816\ ~84 239 716 810i 652,176 80s 
Thana (1,216) 1000000 451 I 1216 (1,000000) (~)l) 2115 1 ',Oil 39 1 478 I 1,587 820,154 517 
GENTRAL 

DIVIS,O;" I I I 
Kbande$b 3,2064 12946H 404 3 853} 24,157 'J 631 3310i ll 2~IS638 730 1 2,7041 2873.13/1 1,062 
Naslll I I,sob 1,82[ 840 [,:08 1,500 2.025,257 1,350 
AbmeJnagar 18791 2,56212 7 I 363 198H 3 507 i9~ 1765 1 I 2 ·5~ 2,4[8,59 31 1,990 I 1,22311 2.552,989 2,087 
Poona 910 1 H7 006 I4Q2 1561 3 -l81,7Z ' 2230 99Of1 1,875,670 1,893 100211 1,898,179 1,893 
Sho!apur I 911 I ¢z 895 2,141 b60 2,147432 3,254 665. 2,071,770 3.115 
~atara '1 1,18011428,086 1110 1020 16,[ 56S 1619 9591'42' OSl I,482 : ¢I I 1.397.7 14 1.454 
SOUTHERN 

DlVISIO:-l I I 
Belgaum I 1,320 1.226,U9 9-9 888 1097.i71 1236 I 8941 1,11458. 1,24.7 I 913 1,161,1231 1,272 
BIJapur I I 1004 1 951219 1943 I 1009 2,084,721 2.006 1,011 2,128946 1,105 
DhuIII'ar . I 211 1,144 6141 945 1 272 I 549 89- I ZI9 1,278' 1,539097 1,104 1,289 I'S66' 16~ 1.21 5 
Kolaba I I ' 1 , ¢2i 4!Z,7 1S 428 985 468,64 475 1538 689,255 448 
Ratnagtn ... 1,279 , (1,000,000) 782 I l,l77 (1000000) (782) 1,273~ 100,172 786 I 1,270:

1 
1,624,002 1,278 

KaAara (1.416) I (3:1O,OOO)!- (236) d.' 416) I (320000) (2%6) (1.416) (!20,OOO) ~ ~ 329,77-!!.3 
TNl Pl'CSJdeucy I I -......... 1 ", .... 1, ...... ,. ",I ... ..,.I ..... ",.,j ,"U ...... 1 ""o6,J ',0,. I'~"'II •• "..... ',," 

w 
..(;) 
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The area figures are for fulIy assessed occupied area. 
The figures 10 brackets are eshmates only. 

I have shown from Persian hlstones that Indian fanune!>, 
before the advent of the Bnhsh, affected aU classes, because 
then famme ineant want of gram whereas now It Simply means 
want of money to buy gram. Jawan (a klOO of barley), the 
poor man's staple food, sells 10 ordmary seasons at about 30 

seers per rupee. The statistIcs relatmg to fCiod grams "how 
that dunng seasons of famme It never sold at less than 5 seer:. 
per rupee. In other words, 10 extreme cases the pnces rose to 
about <;IX hmes. Now let u~ see what happent'd a few centune~ 
back before the English set foot m India. I have the authOrity 
of Mahomedan hl'>tonans for statmg that 10 pre· BritIsh famme., 
the pnce of Ja'Wart, whH.h ordmanly sold at about 60 seers pel 
rupee, mst' to ~ seer per rupee, or III other words 120 hme., 
higher than the normal rates 1 And we have also seen that often 
there was no gram to be had for any pnce, With the Il'SUlt that 
people had to hve upon thorny acaCia and cattle skm I The 
fammes of the last quarter of the 19th Century were not so mtense. 
because they did not affect even the agricultural cla:.se:. rnu(.h. 
At all large reltef works It as been found that the great maJonty 
of thuse seekmg reliet were not ryots but labourer:.. EVld'!ntly 
the~e had somt' means of support whIch helped them to hoe 
ovel their temporary dfficultIe<;. A glance at the Report of tlte 
Famme CommI'>slOn of 190I wdl show that here also I rely 
on the ummpeachable te ,tImony of figures. The fammes III 

pre-Bnhsh ;Jenod:. affected all clas<;es, as IS abundantly proved 
by history. TIJerefr>re, It 1<; clear that the families of the 19th 
Century were not ~o lIltuz<;e as those that l,terally desolated the 
country before Ihe Bntts" (Ollquest of bzd,a.· 

• The , .. ,.." R_, Madral, March, 1903. 



AN ALIEN YOKE: OR-A DIVINE 
DISPENSATION? 

.. There 1$ a Dlv·ntty that 'hapes our ends. 
Rough hew them as you will 

I HAVE read with considerable 1IItt're~t Dr. Keene's article, 
41 An Alien Yoke," 10 the last I<;sue at the Calcutta Revtew. 

Dr. Keene says :-" The pre~mrl.> of taxatfon pure and slInple 
mdy represents an avelaSfe tIlCl/Jl'llce of IS. lod. prr head ptl 
annum. • • • Candour lit-Illallds the admtSSlOlt that the 
altClt yoke presses ltgJ.tlv on tlte Illdlll1lS, and fS 110t aile wlztch tt 
Wl1 be thew present 1Ilit-rest to be lid." 

But why ~hould Dr. Keene calculate the" present tltlerest" 
10 £, :'. Ll. only What <lbout other advantages? b It an 
allen yoke or .! DI\,me DI'opLn< ahon ? 

The fundamental pnnclple of .111 mOI.!1 pll:lnsophy I:' that 
the re,d dlgmty of a man lIes not 111 what he ha~, hut III what 
he '5. "The KlI1gdom of Heaven I~ wltllln you." Such text:, 
are no doubt to be found m the Gtta I .1nd SJ.kyamul11 taught 
the ancient Htndu:, what Plato and An'>totle preached 10 the 
West, but It wa ... left to England to ~how the degenerated 
modem Hmdu the high Idell of human conduct and the 
eamestnes ... of life No douht the wise Hlppocrdte~ 500 year') 
before Chnst :,ald, ,I Lfje f5 short, art 101lg, opportumtv /lecimg, 
exper"nent slzppcry, judgmCllt ."f{zcult," hut It W,l:, the Enghsh 
who made the degemxated H1l1du~ give up uddltic'l, fnbble&, 
tlnd monstrosltIe", by glvlOg them an Idea of the real blood 
and bone of human herOIsm. The EnglIsh, findlOg the de-
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generated Hindu as a sort of human lobster, who lived in 
the hard shell of .1 religIOus" crust, taught hIm the rarest of 
!>oclal vIrtues-moral courage. It IS by coming In contact wIth 
the English that the molem Hindu e!lchew~d hI!> two 
besetting SIO'>, moral cowardIce and lazmess. Punctuality 
and regulanty he understands now; and, therefore, 10 the 
place of a hollow' and worthIes!> manhood, he cnJoy" a 
reasoned eXIstence. Character-culhvated will-is better than 
lucre. ThIS IS England's gIft to modern India. f<:ngland 
has taught us that I1fe IS simply an energlsmg reason, what 
Plato called the Imperial Mmd IS only another name of God. 
Crotchet-monger" and puzzle-bralO,) will not agree WIth me, 
but I prefer the opmlOn of cool and practIcal thmkers. The 
battle of Plas!>ey of 1757 w.t" no doubt a deCISive battle, but 
the great socIal and moral hattles whIch England fights every 
day In Innla, ImperceptIhly ')h1ft the centre of gravity of 
modern HlOdu !>oclal life. All the WIsdom of the Greeks, all 
the learnmg of the German::., could not have created !>uch an 
,ltmosphere of pure and elev.tted sentIment which Obe finds 
nowaday::, 10 really educated and refined Indian "ocldy. 

To under"tand propeily what England has done for indIa, 
let us take a hll d'<,-eye vIew of the maIO feature!> of our hl·,tor) 
from the hegmnlOg of the la"t century. HIstory I'>, or o1..ght 
to be, a traclOg of the cause::. which lead to succes')lve event'> 
III the lIfe story of a people. ACCidents, pure and "Imple, an 
as rare 10 the hIstory of a nahon as they are 10 the !tfe of au 
indiVidual. Even \\hen they do occur, they but came a tem­
por.lry aberratIon m the workmg of the great law!> whIch 
regulate the march of events, and, haVing spent their force-, 
dlsappe.lr, leavmg the permanent and unalterable law" to work 
their way Without further mterruphon. The (dcb of to-day 
are but the effects of tho-.e that preceded them. It IS therefon. 
nece,,!>ary to know what hdppened before, m Oldf>f to under­
stand what I'> happenmg to-day. 

LooklOg mto the c1o!>e of the 18th century we find 
Tlpoo Sultan at the head of a powerful monarchy, vlewmg With 
no fnendly eye the progres~ 6£ a power that had Just despoIled 
him of half hiS dommlOns. The Nlzam, the Peshwa, the 
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Guikwar, the Raja of Nagpur, Holkar and Sindhia were as yet 
the sovereigns of large territories and the lords of immense 
armies, often trained by European officers. The Pindaris, all 
the turbulept spirits of the country focussed under the leadership 
of a number of soldier~ of fortune, were scouring the country, 
leaving a track of blood and fire wherever they went. The 
Nawab Vazir of Oudh w:ts busily engaged in consolidating his 
power in a province that his fath~r had originally been sent out 
to govern. The Sikhs had just emerged from the grinding 
tyranny of a Muhammadan Governor, and were preparing to be 
a formidable power under the future Lion of the North. The 
Rajput princes had just succeeded in drowning the memory 
of Haldighat and Chltor under the stupefying influence of the 
" Kusamblta." Desc<:nd.illts of Yashwant Singh and Manc;ingh 
had become the playthings of Amir Khan and the myrmidons 
of Sindhla and Holkar. Such wert:; the princes who governed 
the country. Absolutir.;m was the recognised form of Govern­
ment. Almo~t all these Governments had thelr origin within 
the memory of men then IIvll1g, and which they owed to the 
succe~')fuj rapacIty of some powerful soldier or other, whose 
successor') had nOl forgotten the ongin of their power and wt!re 
fully bent upon mamtaining it by the same instrument 
with whIch tlwy h:ld been acqUIred. They were ever in­
triguing for each othcl',' de~truction, and had consequently 
no time to look to the IOternal admimstration of their domi­
mons. The requlrcment<-. of tllPir large armies forced 
them to rai:-.e a:., much money as they could amongst 
their subjects; hence from their POlOt of view their fiscal 
administration wa~ alway:., well organised. But the other 
portions of their adminl ... tration were always in a deptorabJe 
state; there were practically no courts of record in their domin­
ions; Judgeships 111 their civil courts were either openly auction­
ed, or given to court favountes without any regard to the 
qualifications of the candidates. Smaller criminal offences were 
seldom enquired into by anyone, except the" Kotwal " (Police 
Commj)'sion('r) who general;y coverted them into a source of 
r<,:venue for hllnself. Almo')t every article of commerce con­
stituted the subject of a private monopoly conferred upon a 
favourite wife or a boon companion. The princes sometimes 
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had their private trading establishments and banks, where 
people were forced to buy and sell at prices fixed by their 
rulers. The farmers of revenue were nominally responsible 
for the Police Administration of their viilages, but as a 
matter of fact every strong man could do whatever he chose. 
Brute force was the only principle recognised by these for­
tune's playthings for' the hour; success amongst them Justi­
fied all enormities; honesty had ceased to guide their public 
relations; treaty engagements were entered into only to be 
broken at the first opportunity; assassination of an enemy, 
either by poison or the dagger, did not raIse horror in a smgle 
breast and the sacred ties of kinship were broken with perfect 
impunity. Amongst their subjects the exactions of Govern­
ment and the scanty protection afforded to them against 
foreign invasions and internal robberies, the want ot roads, 
and the utter want of protection thereon, the numerous tolb, 
and other dues they were called upon to pay, struck at the 
root of honest industry, and transformed many an honest 
agriculturist or trader into a robber and a cut-throat. VIOlence 
and rapine were the only th111gS that prospered 111 this 
unnatural state of society. 

There was, however, one portion of tht> contment 'which 
wa~ free from this state of anarchy and confusion. Tht: 
Company's dominions on the eastern coast ,md about;Bomb"ly, 
amidst all this universal di~cordance and confusion enjoy\~d 
tranquility. They were free from lI1vaSlOns from without, 
and, in spire of great imperfectIOns III almost every branch 
of the then existing admimstration, there was much greater 
security of life and property to be found m them than any­
where else on the continent. Decenmal Settlement had given 
an impetus to agriculture that was prevIOusly unknown in the 
country. The surnmaryexecution of dacoits (robher:-.)at the scenes 
of their crimes made the roads free for the purpo:.es of trade. 
The Company's trade opened a fresh market for the produce of 
the country. The result was that numbers of merchants from 
the Native States came and settled near the Company's factories 
in order to profit by security and justice which prevailed there. 
Whilst of the poorer sort, large numbers took service in the 
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Company's army for the pay and penSlOn It held out to them. 
These on their return home spread most favourable reports 
of the Company's Government. This comparative excellence 
of the Company's admlOlstrahon con tamed wlthm Itself the 
key to the seemmgly pc1radoxlcal fact of the conquest of an 
enormous country by a ha.ldful of the· factory servants of a 
tradmg Company. Never 10 the hl!:>tory of the wotld has such 
an enormous result been accomplt!:>hed with such slender 
means. Even Peru and MeXICO required more men and 
ampler mean,> to conquel them. The que!:>hon naturallyanses 
I. What \\as the cause of thIS extraordmary phenomenon ?" 
Patnotlc Enghshmen good humouredly attnbute It to the 
superior stamma of the Ang!o-S,l'wn race, and gravely assure 
u!:> that" India was conquen.d by the !:>word." But such of 
their countrymen as read and thmk, know, that though grab­
fymg to th ... natIonal feeltng, the explanatIon IS mconSI'itent 
With fact and oppo'>cd to probabtlltit.!:>. A rderence to il1!>tory 
wIll !:>how, even to the mo..,t carelc,>s redder, that 10 almo!:>t 
every battle fought by Engh.,hmen lfl IndIa five-!:>lxths at least 
of the conquenng army con"l"ted of unmn .. ed Indians. The 
absolllh wallt of faIth 1II tl'dYOWn Covellllllmt could alollt .. have 
Pi oduced luch a rC;lIlt. SIr D 1\ Id Barr In hI!> paper 1/ Akbar: 
or-Vlctona?' very rIghtly ob"lne<,: "Overwhelmmg force 
at ann" 'vll1 cOllqHer a country, or '>t!lle an empire; but It 
requzre~ coTtCllzatlO1I to \'. eld the conquest, to brmg the con­
quered natIon mto 'iub]echon and tv gIve root to the admlOlS­
trabon." We have seen aho'lle how, on the tli!.,mernberment 
of the Moghul empllc, the country had become a PI(,Y to 
hostIle factIons; how the different fam tl Ie!:> which had 
a~sumed to them!:>elve~ regal power had failed to Win the 
affection!:> of thplr people ,md had become pO'>lbvely hateful to 
them by the enormity of tnelr cnme~, the feloclty of their 
exachon~, and the lIl'->ufficlent protechon whIch they afforded. 
Amongst a people \\Ith a better polItIcal hl!>tory, thl" state of 
thlOgs would very hkeJy have re'>ulted 10 a domesbc revolu­
tion followed by the e!>tabh~~ment of hmlted monarchIes or 
repubhcs. But a Government evolved out of the WI she" of the 
people was a thlOg unknown to India. lmphctt obedience to 
the rulIng power \\-as alike Inculcated by religIOn and pre-
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cedent, and the people passively wished for the advent of a 
better and a stronger power. The East India Company was 
such a power. 

Referring to their despalche~ of the eariier part of the 
last century we find the Court of Directors repeatedly warning 
their Governors against any further territorial a~:grandisement, 
nay, sometImes recalling such Governors for dlsobedienct! of 
their orders on this pomt. Yd we find, in spite of this 
repeated warning and pro~pcctIve dismissal, elch succe5-"ive 
governor entenng IOto fre.,h wars which ~Iway~ ended in the 
"much deprecated territorial aggrandi<,ement." The new 
governors came out With a ~1\1cere de"lre t0 be on term::, of 
friendship With the nelghbounng pnnce~, and yet no sooner 
had they landed 10 the country th,m they found themselves 
embroiled m wars. The fact wa<; that the Indian Government 
wa" "uch that a State was compelled ('Jther to attack and cripple, 
if not altogether extmguish Ib Ilelghbours, or allow itself tv be 
extingUIshed. Pos;,es"ing the requisite strength themselves, 
and knowing the weakness of their neighbours, the Company's 
Governors naturally preferred the former course. The ... soon 
learnt that III India safety meant ;,uprcmacy, and as they natur­
ally loved the fir"t, they found t111'msclve" forced to ;,eek -t by 
securing the latter. TIllS supremacy was practically atta,ned 
about the c!o;,c of the Second Mahratt,l \Var. The policy of 
forcing the Native Governments to keep anmes officered by 
Engh~hmen, pursued by the l\LLrqUl;, of Wellesley, put an end 
to the ever-recut flng brod;, that had made exi<;tence a burden 
and Improwment an Impo"~lhlhty. \Vith thiS change In the 
pOSitIOn of the Government we find a marked change In Its 
policy. ThiS wa~ the penod of peaceful improvements. 

Lord 1\1l11to in 181 I wrote: 

"It is a common remark that science and I1terature are 
in a progressive state of decay among the nativt:~ of India. 
From every enqUIry which I have been enabled to make on 
this IOteresting subject, that remark appears to me but too well­
founded. The number of the learned IS not only dlmu1ished, 
hut the CIrcle of learning, even amongst those who shll devote 
themselves to It, appear~ to be considerably contracted. The 
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abstract sciences are abandoned, polite literature neglected, 
and no branch of learning cultivated but what is connected 
with the peculiar religious doctrines of the people. The 
immediate. consequence of this state of things is the disuse and 
even actual loss of many books, and it is to be apprehended 
that unless Government interpose with a fos~ring hand, the 
revival of letters may shortly become hopeless, from a want of 
books or of persons capable of explaining them." 

In 1813 the East India Company directeri: "That a sum 
of not less than a lakh of rupees in each year shall be set 
apart, and applied to the revival and improvement of litera­
ture, and the encouragement of the learned natives of India 
and for the introduction and promotion of a kllowlerige of the 
sciences among the British t·_'rritories of India." 

The first English newspaper in India was Hickey's Gazette, 
started in 1780. The next paper was the Bellgal Jour/utl. 
The Editor of the Belllfal JOUr/wI, 1\Ir. William Duane, was 
deported from India in 179+ The next paper of any import­
ance was the Clllwtta ]olfrltal, but in 1823 the editors, Messrs. 
Buckingham and Sandfort Arnot, were deported from India 
for writing scurrilous articles against Dr. Bryce, a high official 
of the Government. 

The immolation of widows was made penal in 1829. The 
Regulation of 4th December, 182!), is a memorable document: 
4C It is hereby declared, that after the pr0mtllgation of this 
Regulation, all persons convicted of aiding and abt.:ttmg in the 
sacrifice of a Hindu widow by burning or burying her alive, 
whether the sacrifice be l'o/I!1/lar), 01/ her part or 110t, shall be 
deemed guilty of culpable homicide, and shall be liable to 
punishment by fine or imprisonment or both by fine and 
imprisonment." 

A Registration Act and a quantity of adjective law on 
miscellaneous subjects under the name of "constructions" were 
promulgated. Post Offices were established throughout the 
(;ountry; each district was subdivided into a number of Thanahs 
presided over by a Darogha, Schools and Colleges were opened 
for the henefit of tht.: ?eople; the memorable controversy about 
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the expedIency of impartmg educatIon through the medium of 
English or the IndIan vt>rnarnlars, was settled happIly in 
favour of the former In 1835 Lord Macaulay wrote: 1/ I thtnk 
It clear that we are not fett?fed by any pledgt expressed or 
lmphed; that we are free to employ our funds as we choose, 
that we ought to employ them to teach 109 whdt IS best worth 
knowmg; that Enghsh 1<; better worth knowmg than Sanskrit 
or Arabic; that the natives are deslrou!> to be taught Enghsh, 
and are not de~lrous to be taught San'>knt or Arabic; that 
neither as the language of law nor a~ the -language of rehglOn 
have the SanskrIt and Arabic dny pecuhar claim to our 
encouragement; that It IS pomble to make natwes of fhtS 
COUlftry tltor'oUihly good E11glt,I! scholars, alld that to thJS end 
our efforts ought to be dHected." 

Tht> language chfhculty was thus overcome. The great 
complexity and vandy of the (ndlan vernaculars I!> well 
!>ummed up by Dr. Gnerson :-

II There are ldnguages who"e phonetic rule!> prohibit the 
eXI..,tencc of more than "l few hundred word~, which cannot 
expl es'> what to us are the commone!>t and mo'>t sllnple Ideas; 
and there are other~ with opulent vocahuiane<;, nvallUlg ElIgltsh 
Ul t/ror COplOl~S/le~s and til thell' accuracy of tdea-c,JIlsuildatzoll. 
There are language'l, every word of whIch must be a mono­
!>yllable, and others 111 wh1<.h ~yll<ible I~ pIled on ..,yllable hll 
the word IS almost a <,entence by Ibelf. There are lan­
guages which know neither noun nor verb, and whose only 
grammatJcaJ feature IS syntax, and other!> wIth grammatical 
'Systems a.., complIcated a.., tho'>c of Greek and Lahn. There 
are part!> of IndIa whIch rec,lll the plam m the land of Shmar 
where the tower of old wa ... \ml1t, and 111 wlllch almo.,t each 
of the many mountuns had Ih own language, and there are 
great plam<;, tens of thou"and~ of mJ!e~ 10 area, OV(f whIch 
one language 1<; spoken from end to end:' 

In 1833 the followmg order was Is<;ued : 

1/ And be It en.lcted that no natn e of the s,~td tern tone:., 
nOr any natural born !>ubject of HIS Majesty resident therein, 
shall by reason only of hI.., leltglOn, place of birth, descent, 



49 
colour, or any of them, be disabled from holding any place, 
office, or employment, under the SlLId Company." Natives of 
India were then, for the first bme, employed by the British 
authonties 'in offices of trust and responslblhty. 

Lord Dalhou''ile Incorporated Intt> th! EmpIre the 
dominIOns of the pnm.t:s of Nagpur, Jhansl, Coorg, and 
Lucknow, the first three on the ground of Intestacy, and 
the last on that of mdl-admlnlstratlon. The Punjab was 
also annexed. The-.e annexatIOns resulted 111 the benefit of the 
subject, and every lover of human liberty mu!>t rejoIce that 
per!>onal government In them wa<; dIsplaced by government 
by law. The MarqUl<; v.·ent home and was !>uc~eded by Lord 
Canmng. The peace-lovll1g .haracter of the new VIceroy, the 
prosperous state of the country, the strength of the army, and 
the efhclency of the CIvil Service, f.'verythmg combmed to 
promise a glorIOUS and peaceful reIgn. But .1 !>hock was soon 
felt throughout the EmpIre In the unexpected mutlOY of the 
Bengal Army. It wIll be beyond the scope of thl" arttcle to 
trace the caust's or the cour')e of thdt national calamity. We 
wlll therefore pass over It and proceed to examine the manners 
and customs of the people of tho-.e hmes, their education, 
habIts of thought, lehglOn dnd !>upershhon. These will give 
us a clear Idea of the Improvements made 5mce. 

The re!>ldence of a Hmdu gel/tIeman, of Bengal for 
mstance, of the pre-mutmy penod, generally con!>,sted of three 
sets of buI1dIng~ round .1<; many conhguou-. quadrdngJes. The 
first was hI!> "klltchcYl)''' (the oHlce), the !>econd hiS place of 
worshIp and fest!vltle<" and the t1md hI'> It nan.l (female apart­
ment'». He got up between 4 and 5 A.M., told hi!> bedds for 
about an hour, then !>at 10 hI,," kutcht'l ry .. till about 10 A.M., 

d\sposmg of dl~putc." amonJ!>t hiS tenantry, exammmg hiS 
account!>, consultmg ... c;trologers, dictating letters, and decldmg 
caste quesbons. He then bathed and worshipped hiS famIly 
Idols tIll about noon and tOOk hiS meals. Then after makIng 
some enqwnes about the :urangcmcnt for hiS gUe3ts, he retired 
for an hour or so, ~ot up between 3 and 4 P.M. and held hiS 
.. kutcherry" tIll sunset. HI~ cvcOlngs were spent either 10 
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listening to the recital of the Puranas by a priest or to 
music, of which generally hp. was :l fairly good Judge. He kept 
an open house where every stranger could find food and shelter 
for the asking. His food cor.sistp.d principally o(ricc, flour, 
pulses, fruits, v'eBetables, mllk, ghee (clarified butter), and sugar. 
His education consisted in some knowledge of Persian imparted 
to him early in his hfe, but which he never took the trouble 
to revise, a smattering of Sansknt (if he was a Brahman), and 
a decent acquaintance with his own vernacular. His arithmetic 
reached up to what we now call "practice." Of history he 
knew only the fables of the Puranas and of the Shahnamah, 
his geography seldom extended beyond the limits of his own 
district. He i.elieved in ghosts and demons, ",·itches and 
incantations; a priest was regularly employed In IllS house 
to read some sacred book or other to Invoke the aid of 
the gods In warding off the evils of de<;tiny. He had an 
unlimited contempt for all foreigner, ex~ept perhaps English­
men. He felt honoured in "haking h.tl1d,> WIth an Englisr;man 
but never forgot to bathe and purify hllTI'>eif to expiate for the 
pollution I He was bimple, qUiet ,tl1d courteous in his manner, 
and inexpensive in his habits. He W<l<; charitable to a fault, 
and religious according to hlb own ide<l of rehglOll. A widow 
marriage, or the partaking of prohibited food scandalized hmt 
beyond all measure; but he could tolerate a bnbt>-taklIlg 
offiCIal or a lying neighbour. He di~carded hi~ only son for 
marrying out of his caste, but did not scruple to wtn a con­
tested lawsuit with the assibtance of document,> of ljuestionable 
authenticity backed by mendaciou,> Wltnc<;.,e". Such \vere the 
country gentlemen of the pre-muhny period. The common 
people were more superstitIOus and ignorant; scal cely one 10 

ten thousand could wnte his own name. Almost all of them 
worked as agriculturists, some on theIr own £..rms, others a<; 
farm servants. Dome~tic service or the dangerous C'~;11l1g of 
club-men (lafltials) were the only other aiternati"es offered 
them by the then socIety. They were still barefooted, and 
what was worse, almost naked and decidedly poor. The 
growing demands of an increa::'1I1g population and an ever 
widening export trade had, it IS true, raised both rent and 
prices, b~t the cultivator received but a small share of the 



51 

increase. As yet there was no fixity of tenure in land and the 
sharp competition of an ever-lDcreasing tenantry made the 
malguzar (~and owner) the master of the field. 

The educated classes were a<; yet few \0' number and 
of very lIttle tnfluence In the country.. In' the more Im­
portant towns the ~chools and college~ had begun a sIlent 
revolutIOn which h,15 ever been at work ~1Ilce then, and 
of which the end IS not yet vI~lble to any of us. Govern­
ment had wIsely prohibited the te..lchmg of any p<irticular 
rehglOn In ItS In<;tttuhon~. But the mtroductlOn of Physical 
SCIence ,md of Inductive Ph!lo~ophy mto the College curri­
culum did more to ~hJ.ke the ,>tudent's belief \0 the old 
faith th.1I1 If Paley and Butler had been part of the pre­
scnbed COUf"e. The 1ll1"::'lOna! it''> he,HIed by men like Carey, 
Duff, Mal.,hman, and other e111mell1 ,",cholar,>, made convert'> 
of ',orne of the most prOml.,mg young mel! of the 1110!>t ad­
vanced Prov1I1cl' of I m\i,l-Beng,d ; .md the Cuth of the re~t 
wa'> ruciely "h,(ken. The H mdll pnc'>t::. of the pellOd, ::.teeped 
to the lip" 111 the fant.bhc and UI11 e.l,>oncd ::.t()ne~ of the 
Puran'>, appe,lIed t(! their ,lllthonty, whlC.h the young men 
despI~ed. The unanclj1.lled chIldren of ,1 pne..,t-ndden country 
r05Je III open rebellIon ,1g,1I11-.t the old religion, wll1l:h they 
threatened to tear up root ,1l1d br,lI1ch. Undel the rehound, 
the d15Jtll1ctlOl1 between d CI,iftV prH''>thood and a pUl e religion 
was forgutten. The young men tuu!;: (1llde 111 openly domg 
everythll1g whIch the old J llJglOll had prohtlJl tLd. 11 was the 
old ~tory of the penc!ulou-, tolly of mank1l1d Ildvll1g g()ne 
the other way. For cl l\11le, all eciuc.Ltcd H I11du correlated the 
Idea of hard dl1l1klIlg ,md meat c,lIl11g; .md dl<;reg,lrd of 
HlI1du feellIlgs, even III lllddferellt m,ttlel", came to be 
regarded as nece"~dl y Illgn:clienh III the (onnatlOn of an 
educated Hmdt:. But the cf)untry \Va" ~oon relteved from 
thl~ ~tate of godle~~ PJOfilg,lC), by the appe.lrancc of Brahma 
leader,> who, dlSC,lrdll1g the unlLnable dogmatism of the lakr 
Purana~, went deep Illto the Vc h" ,1l1d evolved pure Theism out 
of them. They were ,>urrounded by all the purer SPlflts of the 
time, and the Brahmal::.m of the old ~chool henceforth became 
practIcally the dommant faIth of the educat~d c1~&e~ These 
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men established societies and published books and articles for 
the reform of social abuses. It was mainly through their 
exertions that the Civil Marriage Act was passed. Pandit 
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar took an active part. The Brahmas 
preached anathemas agajn~t mfant marriage, e"posed the 
follie .. and crimtes of ·the pnestly class, and entered into reli· 
glOus controversies with the missionaries of the time. 

As yet there were perhaps no more than a d:>zen news· 
papers in the country. Nearly half of thelic were English, 
and with the exception of one, were conducted by E11ropeans. 
Gradually vernacular papers were started. They were mostly 
filled with local news and gossip, and contall1ed very little 
worth reading. Economics or polItics seldom received any 
attention at theu" hands, and there was a~ yet no arrangement 
for press telegrams from Europe or Amenca. The papers were 
mostly in the hands of uneducated people, and were filled up 
With f(humorou~" and ~atincal and sometimes obscene articles 
against the miSSIOnaries, and whatever of publIc or pnvate 
nature that occurred in the town whence they emanated. 

As yet the P. and O. Company had not made the passage 
to England short. There was no such large body of non­
official Europeans in the country as now. Years rolled OVCI 

them in their DistrIct or Sub· DivIsIOns WIthout their see 109 a 
singJe European. Their SItuatIon forced them either to remain 
altogether Isolated or to mix with the people. Even the most 
reserved chose the latter. They attended the festivals of the 
people, were honoured guests at their marriages and funerals, 
attended nautch (NatIve Dance) parties, organised wrestling 
matches and hor"e races, and taught young men to shoot 
and hunt in their company. There being no ra! I ways, nor 
refreshment rooms at the tIme, they often had to thank a 
hospitable landlord or mahli;all (banker) for a few Ii (hapatis" 
(Indian bread) and a night's rest. On the other hand, there 
was as yet no aspiration on the part of the governed to stand 
on equal terms with their governors and no Ilbert Bill or 
Local Self-government Act to disturb the harmomous relations 
between them. The relatJonship was OfJe betweetl a patron and 
his proUge. , 
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The Mutiny had passed over the country like a thunder­

storm, and like all such phenomena had left the political 
atmosphere tl.tu~h clearer than before. Thousands of families 
mourned the 10'>s of dear relatives or of large fortunes i but 
those who survived obtained the Queen's Proclamation of • 1858 granting special pnvi!eges to all subjects, irrespective of 
colour and creed, race and domicile. Sir C. Wood's despatch 
of 1854 was given effect to, by the establishment of three 
Universities at the three Presidency towns with a number 
of colleges affiliated to each. Two Lieutenant-Governorships 
were created for the better administration of the Bengal 
Presidency. A general and three local Legislature~ were 
established to fram.: jaws for the varying requIrements of a 
progre!>sive society. A High Court of Justice was established 
at each PresIdency town wIth better defined powers, in the 
place of the old Supreme Court'). New railways were opened, 
telegraphs laId, and feeder roads constntcted for the better 
carnage of traffic; steamers took the place of the old 
sailing vessels, and a keen competition amongst mdependent 
European mCI chant firms replaced the practIc,dly monopolous 
trade of the Ea!>t India Company. A CIVti and Cnminal 
Procedure Code, a Llmltalton Act and a Penal Code were 
pac;sed, be!>ides a number of local Acts in the place of the 
old "constructIOn"" and the Mahomedan Cnminal Law. 
These were among<;t the beneficI,d mea"ures that immediately 
succeeded the transfer of the Governmtnt from the Company 
to the Crown. Smce then we have had MUnicipalIties and 
Local Funds established for the administration of local affairs, 
and natives of India 1I1troduced into them, at first-as was 
only proper--cauttously; when it was found that the ex­
penment succeeded, IndIans sometImes obtamed at the hands 
of Government almost the same pnvileges in these respects as 
were enjoyed by the people of England. More than one 
Hindu has acted as Chief Justice, and two Bengalis having given 
satisfaction as Divisional Comml;.sioners, one has been ap­
pOInted member of thl'! Board of Hevenue in Bengal. Indians 
have been extensively employed in the service of the 
Government in almost every branch of the Civil administra­
tion. Mass Education, Economic Museums, well digested 
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Rent Laws, and Department of Agriculture and Com­
merce-in short every ac!t of Government is marked by a 
liberality of spirit and a wist' policy seldom displayed by a 
foreign Government in the admini~tration of a conquered 
country. 

In the year of the opening ot the Universities, hundreds 
of students went in for the Matriculation Examination. Enter­
prising and well-to-do young men, disregarding the anath~ma 
of caste, ventured the peril of the sea and entered the Indian 
Civil Service through the broad door of' competition. The 
Government of Sir John Lawrence, to show its appreciation 
of this bold departure, opened a number of schofarships to 
compensate young Indians for the extra hardsbps they were 
put to, in competing for the service. A number of young men 
went to Europe. Indian merchants went to England on 
business; gentlemen at large began to visit the Brit'sh hIes 
for pleasure and instruction. These men returned home deeply 
imbued with the spirit of the institutions of )he country of 
their sojourn. They were met half way by the educated classes 
at home. Numbers of educated men had entered the Un­
covenanted Services of Government as Munslfs, Sub-Judges, 
Deputy Magistrates, Surgeons, Engineers, and Deputy Col!ect­
ors; others again had jomed the Bar or had taken to trade. 
Most of these men came from the middle classes; some 
belonged to its upper strata. But as intellect IS practically 
the only recogmsed forl:e 10 modern society, the origin of 
these men was soon forgotten in their power. In India there 
scarcely was any aristocracy save that of serVIce. The proudest 
Indian Noble is forced to admIt that the founder of his family 
was a successful Government sen·ant. These new men were in 
the same position, and It wac; only natural that they com­
manded the same influence. Newspapers were started on all 
sides both in Eng\1sh and 10 vernaculars contaming selec­
tions from English paperl> of the speeches of puhlic men of 
England, replete with cntlcism of the measures of Government 
as would be tolerated only 10 England or America. These 
made a deep impression on the minds of the people. The 
party" organisation of England furnished them with a ready 
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model for forming assoclattons bke the Bntuh I "d,an (Calcutta), 
the SantaJanska (Poona), and the AnJrmuzn (Madras). To some 
there was nothmg astomshmg that the new generatton should 
think more of their present nghts than of their past history. 
The Ideal Government whIch they had been taught to value, 
reqwred that a uahon should tax Itself; ·that tleneficlal legls­
lahon is Impossible except by a repre!>entative assembly; that 
the people should have some contIoi over the nahonal expen­
diture. The correctnes!> of the:,e abstract proposItion!> was 
never doubted by any thoughtful man 10 England wlthm the 
last century; young India-lIke the mexpenenced person that 
he was-as!>erted that what J!> sauce for the goose must also be 
sauce for the gander. He forgot that there was another side 
of the picture, another pomt ot hght from which the case may 
be Viewed. The average Enghsllman naturally looked with 
anger and disgust on what seemed to him the saucy mgrahtude 
of a people who, only a century ago, were practically slaves 
under the Muhamm.adan Government, and who owed to him­
self almost everythmg that made hfe deSirable-Its education, 
secunty, and a good deal of It-. pos,>es!>\On'i-c1.almmg equal 
nghts with himself. He belonged to a prIVIleged cla!>s and 
hIS prIVIleges were belllg att,lcked, he could not ea!>lly realIze 
that a people to \\ hom the fundamental pnnclples of 
Govel nment had been almo~t unknown only half a 
century ago should clatrn tCI govern Ihelf, nay, openly a!>sert 
that they coula do It better and l.he;;lper. It was true 
that he had taken pIty on an IIltelhgent rac!:, made a 
fo'>ter child of It, given It a hberal educatIon; had filled It 
with rapturous admiration with hI:' account of the chivalrous 
resIstance of Hampden or the dlsmterested patnoh!>m of 
Washmgton, Maz71111, and Garibaldi. He had taken It behmd 
the screen to look IOto the ongm of Governments under the 
gUIdance of Bentham, Lubbock, and Mame, he had sent hIm 
to Austm, Hallam, Amf)s, and May to learn the conditIons 
under which a Government IS enhtled to claIm obf'dlence at 
the hands of th<! subject-the Englishman had done all thiS 
for the IndIan. But he had never thought that hiS protege 
would try to embody hiS Ideahsm mto facts, and that at so 
short a notice. It was the case of the fond parent feehn2 'hurt 
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.at the assertion of-a wi)) of its o~by· the' child' for ,.hom 
he-had done so much. , -

Matters were at this stage when Lord -Lytton assu~ed the 
reins of Government. His Lordship passed the Press Act 
and opened th& Sta!utory Service. He was succeeded by 
Lord Ripon who .passed the Local Self-Government Act 
and repealed the Press Act. But the further progress of 
hi. policy was checked by the unfortunate introduction of the 
Ilbert Bill. It was a measure not at all calculated to do any real 
good to the subject race, and touched a v"ital point of privilege 
of the ruling class. In politics much must be surrendered to 
expediency, specially when the Indian from time immemorial 
has been used to inequality in laws. Mr. R. C. Dutt, C.LE., in 
41 Civilization ill Ancient btdia" says :-" There was one law for 
'the Brahman, another for the Sudra; the former was treated 
with~undue leniency, the latter with excessive and crud severity. 
If a Brahman committed one of the four or five heinous crimes 
enumerated in the law-books, i.e., if he slew a Brahman, 
violated his guru's (religious teacher) bed, stole the go!d of a 
Brahman, or drank spirituous liquor, the King branded him on 
the forehead with a heated iron and banished him from his 
realm. If a man of lower caste slew a Brahman he was 
punished with death and the confiscation of his property. If 
such a man slew a man of equal or lower caste, other suitable 
punishments were meted out to him (Baudhayana I, 10, 18 a~d 
19)." Admitting that it was only a prejudice of the ruling race, 
the suhject race should even then have respected it as it really 
entailed no hardship on them. In the end they were beaten on 
the point, and much valuable time that could have been better 
utilized was lost on it. A good deal of race antipathy wa~ 

evolved out of it, and it entailed some personal suffering on 
individuals. 

For the last fifty years the whole of india bas had but 
-one literature for its educated classes. Every educated man 
has gone through practically the same studies, has had his ideas 
and tastes formed by the same authors, and has been affected 
by the same laws and by the same syste~ of Government. The 
Rail~ay. the Tele&raph and the Steamer Service have in a great 
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measure br,ought the most distant parts of the country near one 
anothet'. 'The .C!Llcutta lawyer now spends his Dussera in Bom':' 
bay anti. Poona, and the Madras Chetty his Christmas holidays 
in Calcutta and Bombay. The exigencies of the Imperial 
Service, and of an extensive and ever mcreasmg internal trade 
bring the people of the different parts of. the cbuntry into daily 
contact. The Splflt for travel, that the Indians have Imbibed 
from their conquerors, now pernleates through every stratum of 
socIety; even student!> now spend their colJege recesses in visit-
109 distant parts of the country. Fifty years ago the presence 
of a Maharatta turban would have collected a Jeering crowd in 
the streets of Calcutta, the Honourable Mr. Gokhale now 
dnves undisturbed through the same streets, except It be when 
he returns a fnendly grecllUg. The absence of all reltgt?U5 
teachmg from the educational mstltubons has added a motive 
to umty. It IS no longer an uncommon Sight to see a dozen 
men from different parts of the country and belongmg to 
different castes "Ittmg down together to a fuendly dmner. 
Cases may be quoted of mter-marrlage!> between Inhabitants 
of dIfferent Provmce" of the Empire. Personal contact daily 
pomts out to thelll unml"takable eVidence of a common 
ongm to more or les!> the same manners and cu"toms prevall­
tOg among"t all of th{'m. Thu", of the factors which con"htute 
nahunaltty-a common anglO, a "lOgic government, and a 
common literature-two are the dlrect gifts of England to 
India, and the other has .11<;0 been Iuorp VIVidly brought before 
us through her In!>trument.1ltty. It wdl yet take the Indlans;'a 
great many years to be a compact and United people, but under 
the protection of the Bntt"h Government, the soldering has 
begun IS a propo"lhon that can adullt of no doubt. 

The first thIng that .,tnke" one IS the gradual dl!>ruphon of 
the Hindu family system. The" Karta" (Head of the family) 
IS dally lOSing ground, and mdlvldual Will IS fast becoming pre­
domlOant. People now shIft for themselves as soon as they are 
able to earn an mdependent :'velthood; the Sight of an entire 
family of able-boched men consumlOg 10 Idleness the frUIts of 
one man's labour does not so often offend the eye. It IS to be 
hoped that the golden mean In thIS respect Will not bf: over-
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st~ped, and a lOVIng regard and"i. spirit ever-ready to assist 
one's relatives lJj their ·hour of need will not forsake the 
natives of India. 

Female e<;iucahon IS ma~1Og rapid progress in the country. 
Wherever then~ IS ~ large mtellectuat class may be found 
a number of weB-educated ladles. The Umverslty authon­
ties have allowed ladles to compete for degrees on equal 
terms with men, and at pre~ent we can count the number 
of Hmdu lady graduates by the dozen. The demand for 
educated wives increases every yedr and the supply IS also 
fast on the 1Ocrease. In India, women now enJoy more 
consideratIOn and greater Itberty than they used to do fifty 
years ago. The really educated H10du now understands that 
it ~s a sUIcidal policy to lock up half the race. By com1Og 10 
contact with Engllshmen he now clearly sees that 1/ the hand 
which rock!> the cradle rule!> the world" He now allows the 
ladles of hl<; famtly to escape from the ancient restrlchons of 
c;uperannuated customs, and adorn and deltght Wider Circle" 
than dome"tIc !>urround1Ogs. He Las now confidence 10 female 
Virtue, and IS convmced that the educated Hmdu l.1dy of 
to-day may !:>afely be given the ltberty which her anc~stor'" 
enjoyed III ancient India. To some of the Bengali ladles of 
to-day, even Herbert Spencer and John Stuart r..hll are no 
strangers; they read Victor Hugo's poems and Moliere's drama~. 
They now, With ease, follow the upward march of the,1 
husbands, and are qUIte fitted to take a high place 10 any!>oclety. 
The refined Indian lady I" not the re~ult of Violent or hac;ty 
reform. The reform commenced With Raja Ram Mohan Roy In 

1813. In connectIOn With female educatIOn 10 India, the names 
of Lady Amherst and MI!>s Cook (1819) wIll always be remem­
bered With gratItude. They were the pIOneers of female educa­
bon 10 Bengal. Thirty years later, on the 7th May, 1849, the· 
Bethune School was opened for the educatIOn of Bengalt girls. 
The Brahma SamaJ has done a great deal 10 thiS dJrecbon. 
In 1866 BengalI ladles first appeared 10 publIc. It was dunng 
the M~ghotsab of that year that a Bengali lady (Mrs. S. N. 
Tagore) appeared 10 an eveDlng party 10 the Government 
House, Calcutta. A great deal has been accomphshed wlthlO 
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the 1a.st forty Years to~s the amehorabon of the condition 
of women in India, but much remains yet to be done. 

The last Census shows Improvement m almost every dlrec­
tlon. Sir Charles Elliott, late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
sayl> that the Census of 1901 clearly shows a 'vast mcrease in 
the populabon of 'ndla from 205 to 294 -millions m thirty 
years. Another hopetul sIgn, wntes Sir Charles Elliott, IS that 
progress m learnmg Enghsh IS Edr more rapid than the spread 
of general education. In 1891 the numbt:r who had learnt the 
language of the conquenng race was returned as 537,8II, or 
36 males and 5 fem,lles m every 10,000. Now the total 
number IS 1,125,231 per.,on." or 68 males and 7 females m every 
10,000. The largest number of Enghsh hterates IS found m 
Bengal, where they number ,70,000; Madras comes next JVlth 

190,000 and Bombay With 144,00(). No other provmce reache!> 
100,000. It IS unfortunate, however, that the Census Report 
doe!> not dlsbngUl.,h thL Englt!>h and Eura~lans, who learn 
Enghsh mshnchvciy, from the native populahon who learn 
It educationally, a., a foreign language. In 1891 out of the 
total figure of 537,811 the n lttve element counted for 386,032. 
Assummg that a sm.:lar proportion obtam,> now, the llumber of 
lIatlves who have lea, lit £IlC"sh would be about 789,000, or 
double what It ua, 111 18q1. 

The numbcl IctUined a~ ht<..rate m .til India IS 15,686,421, 
or 53 per mIlle of the entire populat!()n. Of the!>e 14,690,080 
are male'>, and only 996,3.P are female'>, or ~8 per thousand 
clmong male" and 7 among a thou,>and fcmale~. The province 
which holds the hlghv"t place 10 re'>pect to literacy IS Burma j 
for 378 per thousand of 1b male population and 45 per thou~and 
of lis females can rLad and wnte Thl'> I" due to the wlde­
<;pread sy~tem of free l duc,liton Imparkd by the Buddhist 
Monks at the mona.,tenes, at ,,}l1ch It I'> cu ... tomary for every 
male Burman child to spend at lea~t a year, while the tn­

structlon of females h not h,lmpcred by the preJudice .. IR 

favour of their seclUSIOn wht n they approach the age of 
puberty, which so greatly Impede progre!>~ In other parts of 
India. 



The lligliest authorities in the country have pconOUDC:ed 
th«!r judgments In favour of the honesty of native officert in 
the Judicial Service. Untruth and want of candour ate now 
as much deprecated 10 educated Indian society as they are 
among Enghs~men. A high authonty once wrote In a public 
document that tpe rea.1ly educated nabve. is more English than 
the average Enghshman. That may be an exaggeration, but 
there can be no doubt that with their progress tn education the 
Indians have become more honest, truthful and candid in all 
their relabons. Pubhc SplTlt, tn the western sense, was a thing 
almost unknown fifty years ago. Now tnere are people who 
are prepared to lose a gredt deal m their endeavours for the 
pubhc good. Fifty years ago to be accu!.ed of cowardice, moral 
or phYSical, was scarcely conSidered an msult, and phySical 
w«!akness was not looked upon dS a misfortune. Tht' case IS 

very different now. Those who read new~papers WIth a vIew 
to mark the ('hanges that are takmg place around us, cannot 
fall to nohce that a spmt of resl<;tance to personal aggressIOn 
has already arisen. There I!> now sC4rcely a college tn the 
country which has not Its gymnasIUm. Purely Indian Circuses 
attract the admlratton of Europeans, and gentlemen athletes 
are not uncommon. 

The Enghsh conquest of India has made It pOSSlb11' for 
the occident and onent to meet. The result I!> that both are 
henefitted. Orthodox H mdus who pretend to dlshke every­
thmg Engh~h 10 realIty admJre everythtng English. Th~ 

may seem paradoxical. But It IS true. Erudite India .. 
!>cholars hkt" Taranath Tarakavachaspah and Bharat Chandra 
Siromam did not receive a tenth of the homage that Pandlt 
Ishwal Chandra Vldyd.~agar and Swami Vlvekananda did. In 
oriental learn 109, all Bengal will admit Tarakavachaspah and 
Siromam were much supenor to Vldya~agar and Vlvekananda. 
Vldyasagar and Vlvekananda's knowledge of Engltsh helped 
them to compale Hmdu phtlo!>ophy With we~tt'rh thought. 
Hence their fame. Take another eXdmple. Bankun Chandra 
Chatterj1, the great Bengah wnter HIS Dharmatalva IS 
practically Mill's phllosophy m ont".ltal garb. HIS Bhagvat­
Glta IS a great favounte m Bengal, becau:.e tn Its pages views 
of western savants hke Lassen and Weher arc discussed. 
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India must learn western ways and keep pace witn the west 
ru- she must go to the wall. Sir David !Jarr in his arijcle ·on 
14 Victoria" very pertinently observeS, l4 the pnmary difficulty 
10 India, no matter how wor~y the object, IS the apathy of 
those who should be most 10terested 10 the welfare of the 
country. There is I)l gatnsaying the ~act tl.1~t a desire for 
united action for the common weal IS not one of the attributes 
of the people of IndIa." IndIa must asslmJlate western ways. 
Blind mutatton will not do. Tht; I ndlan must try to harmonize 
Eastern practIces with Western CIvIlisation. IndIa under 
England has gamed a great deal and likely to gam more. 
BritIsh supremacy In India, therefore, Instead of being an aUm 
'Yoke, IS really a Dwme Dlspeu~at,oll 

--• The CtUatllll !?tfIIlVI. Jalluary. 1905. 


