


The Momentous Issue. 
--.~~ 

[ This article was wtitten in November in 1921, when 
it was decided to launch civil disobedience 

shortly in Bardoli. ] 

The next few weeks should see civil diso
bedience in full working : order in ~me part 
of India. With illustrations of partial and 
indivi,tlual civil disobedience the country .. 
bec9me familiar. Complete civil disobedience 
is rebellion without the element of violence 
in it. An out and out civil resister simply 
ignores the a.uthority of tho state. He be,. 
comes an outla.w claiming to disregard eveJ7 
unmoral state law. Thus, for instance. he xaa,: 
:refuse to· pay taxes, he may refuse to reoo~ 
the authority of the state in his daily in~ 
OQurse. He may refuse to obey the .l&w &f 
trespass and claim to enter mili~ 
in, order to speak to the soldiers, he mar 
refuse to submit to limitations u~ J:Uaa~ 
uer of pi~ketUtg and 111&1 picket within tlae 
pr~bed 8fe&. In doing all this he _~~r 
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uses force and never resists force when It 
uaed a.gainlt him. In fact, he in vites impft: 
IOnment and other uses of force against hlm
eelf. This he does because and """'hen he finds 
the bodily freedom he seemingly enjoys to 
be an intolerable burden. He argues to him
self, that a state allows personal freedom only 
in 10 far as the citizen submits to its regula
tions. Submission to the state law is the 
pice a citizen pays for his' personal liberty. 
Submission, therefore, to a state wholly or 
lugely unjust is an immoral barter for liberty . 
.. citizen who thus realises the evil nature 
of a state is not satisfied to live on iliS 
f\Ufer&nce. and therefore appears to the others 
1fJbo do not share his belief to be a nuisance 
fIp ,toclety whilst he is endeavouring to compel 
t.ke state without committing a moral breach 
to U'l'e8t him. Thus considered, civil"resistance 
ill a most powerful expression of a soul's ang-
1tieh and an eloquent protest against the 
eGIl'tinuance of an evil state. Is not this 
tI&o history of all reform? Lve Dot refor
..,., mudh to the disgust of their fellows, dis
-.r4ed even innocent symbols a8800iated with 
~ evil Pt~oe P 
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When & bod,. of men disown the .~ 
:under which they 'haV'6 hitherto lived, ;fRe, 
nearly establish their own government. I ., 
nearly, for they do not go to the point of 
ulling force when they are resisted by the 
state. Their 'business' as of the individual 
is to be locked up or shot by the state, ;wi
less it recognises their separate existence, in 
other words bows to their will. Thus three 
"thousand Indians in South Africa. after due 
notice to the Government of the Transvul 
crossed the Transvaal border in 1914 in 

.defiance of the Transvaa.l immigration law and 
compelled the Government to arrest them. 
When it failed to provoke them to violenoe 
or to coerce them into submission, it yielded 
to their demand. ( A body of civil r08i"tets 
is, therefore, like an army subject to all the 
diaeipline of a soldier, only harder beca.1Ue 
of want of excitement of an ordinary soldier's 

, life. And as & civil resistance army is or 
ought to be free from passion because free 
from the spirit of retaliation, it requiree the 
fewest number ot sol4iers. Indeed. one perfect 
civil resister- is enough to win the hattie of 
'~ght ag~ Wrong.) 
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Though, therefore, the .All In~ O«>ng!'e18-
Committee has authorised civil disobedience by 
Provincia.l Congress Com.mi.t'reea on their own 
.nsponmbility, I hope they wilP-put due em
phasis on the word 'responsibility' and not 
.tart civil disobedience with a light heart. 
Every condition must be given its full effect. 
The mention of Hindu-Muslim unity, non
'Violence, Swadeshi and removal of untoucha
,bility means that they have not yet beoome 
,an in~gral part of our national life. If an 
individual or masS have still misgivings about . 
Rindu-Muslim unity, if they have still any 
doubt about the necessity of non-violence for 
tlie attainment of our triple goal, if they 

" ba.va not yet enforced Swadeshi in its com
p1etel1a&s, if the Hindus am.ong that mass have 
still the poison of untouohability in them, 
that ma.s8 or that individual Rre not r~y 
for civil disobedience. Indeed it would be best 
4;0 wa.tch and wait whilst the experiment is 
being carried ou in one al'ea. Reverting to the 
analogy of the army, tltose divudons that wa.tch 
fdMi wait are just a.s much co-operating actively 
• the di'?ision tha.t is actufilly fighting. T~e 
.only time, whilst the ,xperiment ~ going on 
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that individual civil disobedience may be re
.sorted to simultaneously, is when the Govern
mimt obstruct even the silent prosecution of 
Swadeshi. Thus if an order of prohibition is 
served upon an expert spinner going to tea.oh 
or organise spinning, that order -sbould be $tlm" 

marily disregarded and the teacher should court 
imprisonment. But in all other respects, in 
so far as I can judge at present, it will 
be l)est for every other part of India. scru
pulously to respect all orders and instructions 
whilst one part is deliberately taking the 
offensive and committing a deliberate breach 
of all the .nmoral state laws it pJssibly can. 
Needless to add t~t any outbreak of violence; 
in any other part of India must necessari.lJ 
injure and may even stop the experIment., 
The other parts will be expected to relll&iDt 
immovable and unperturberl, even though the. 
people within the area of experiment maT 
be imprisoned, riddled with bullets or otherwis& 
ill-treated by the authorities. We must expect 
them to give a good account of tb.emselves 
in every conceivable circumstance. 



Things that sink 
----"'000--

"{'This article was written in December, 1921, when: 
repression was going on in full swing and when 

even distinguished citizens like Professor 
H. C. Maitra were not immWle 

from assaults at the hands 
of the military police 

in public streets.] 

To imprison those who, whether high. or low. 
break the commandments, to treat them al 
eommon felons, to deprive them,of their prison 
privileges, one can understand. I would not call 
that foul play. If you incur the wrath of one 
who is over you or who has you under his power 
b the time being, to be pUDished by him for 
;,our disobedience is what you expect. But if 
he humiliates you, if he makes your children do 
1tUngs you and they do not like and whieh you 
.e not required in law to do, if he trWs you. 
like dirt, it becomes unbearable. One learns 
that in Coconada a Magistrate had the Swaraj 
and the Khilafat flags pulled down, that he 
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issued ordera prohibiting the use of such 1lagt 
for one week, that the children of a school were 
compelled to salute the Union Ja~, that a 
distinguished Professor in Calcutta, going out 
in' his academic costume and on the strength 
thereof going up to an officer to stop a wan .. 
hunt of inoffensive men, WaS brutally assaulted. 
for his innoceI1-t inquiry as to the cause of the 
hunt, that a party of brave cultured young men 
were kicked about by those who were their 
warders for the time being, These are thin-p 
that sink. Thesc humiliations show that there 
is little change in the manners of our 'masters'. 
The O'Dwyerian spirit has not died out. Of 
what use is it that Lord Ronaldshay sends for 
the injured Professor, soothes him and assu.re& 
him that the thing will not happen again P 
What will not happen again? The Pl'of.e88Ol' 
will not be assaulted? Of course he will not 
he during the present crisis. The Proiessor 
himself will not again presume upon his aced&
mic costume and challenge an officer very SOOD. 

:But has the officer any respect for the Professor? 
The Professor did not seek reHef for hi.m8elf. 
He interceded for injured humanity. Will 
Indian huJJl8llity be protected and respected in 
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fttt\U'8 because of his Lordship's assurance? It 
is the habitual training given to the soldier that 
matters. He is converted into a vicious anirrial -to be let loose on harmless people on given 
0003Bions. The Dases and the Azads have gone 
to gaol to prevent a repetition of such unmanly 
and brutal exhibitions. They have welcomed 
itnprisonment in order that even the worst crimi
nal may be protected agaimt wanton injury. 
that even he may not have his self-respect 
wounded. They have not gone to gaol for any 
mechanical transference of power. The orgaLie 
change they want. that Lala Lajpat Rai hf\.S 
been pining for years, that has become the bl'eath 
of life for the ease-loving MatHaI Nehru and has 
made of him practically a Fakir, is not to he 
brought about by Lord Ronaldshay, however 
well-intentioned he may be in his apologies, nor 
by Lord Reading's smooth phrases and his 
personal care that officers and men might not 
overstep the limits of law. The organic change 
.will be and can only be brought about by the 
suffering that has come: to the people Rnd for 
-which thank God they find themselves prepared. 
A cautious friend in order to restrain my 
optimism tells me, that the suffering has only 
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just begun, that for the end in view we must 
pay a much higher price still. He reaJ.ly 
expects that we shall have to invite a repetition 
of Jalianwalas and that instead of approaching 
the triangles of the crawling lane fame 
tremblingly and reluctantly, we shall have now 
to walk to them cheerfully and witp. a .ste~dy 

\, 

step and suffer lashes for refusing to craWl. I 
aSSUle the friend that my optimism has room 
for all these things and much worse that he can 
imagine. But I promise, too, that if India 
remains calm anu unperturbed and does not 
retftliate even mentally-a very difficult process 
I admit and yet not so difficult in India's present 
exalted moud,- -our very preparedness and 
consequent absence of re-actiol1 will exhaust 
the brute spirit ~or want of nutrition, and Lord 
Reading, instead of talking big things to us, 
will himself adopt the human language of 
penitence and see ample occasion in the Indian 
atmospheJe for a new diplomacy. Whereas if 
we forget ourselves and our pledge, we must be 
ready for a thousand Jalianwalas and India being 
turned into a vast- shaml?leH. The President
elect has prepared us for such a consummation. 
He is sure that we have shed the fear of the 
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prison. He is almost certain probably from the 
experience of his -brave son and his company 
that we will be prepared to undergo the ordeal 
of assaults. But he bids us giv~ up the fear of 
death itself. If that time is in store for us, I 
hope that there will be non-violent non-co-opera
tors enough in India, of whom it will be 
written: 

'They suffered bullets without anger and 
with prayer on their lips even for the ignorant 
murderer.' 

Well, if the reports are to be credited, twa 
Assamese volunteers have been whipped, the 
volunteers of Lahore have meekly borne the 
wanton assaults committed on them. This fight 
is not a joke. We have disciplined ourselves 
for the past twelve months and more, and we 
must now go through it to the end. There is 
no turning back. 



The Immediate Issue. 
--:0:--

[At the end of November, 1921, Government declared 
the Congress and Khilafat Committees as illegal and 
meetings were prohibited by the seditious meetings Act. 
It was decided by the Congress to defy the orders and 
court imprisonment. This article was written on that 
occasion.] 

SWaraj, the KhHafat, the Punjab occupy a 
subordinate place to the issue sprung upon 
the country by the Government. We must 
first make good the right of free speech and 
free association before' we can make any further 
progress towards our goal. The Government 
would kill us if they could by a flank atiack. 
To accept defeat in the matter of free speech. 
and free association is to court disaster. If the
Government is allowed to destroy non-violent 
activities in the country, however dangerous 
they may be to its existence, eTOll the mo
derates' work must come to a standstill. In 
the general interest, therefore, we must defend 
these eleIJI.ent.ry rights with our lives. We 
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oCallllot be coerced into welcoming the Prince 
nor can we be coerced into disbanding volunteer 
associa.tions or giving up any Qiiher activities 
whioh we may deem desirable for our growth. 

The safest and the quickest way to defend 
these lights is to ignore the restriction. We 
must speak the Truth under a shower of bullets. 
We must band together in the face of bayonets. 
No cost is too great for purchasing these 
fundamental rights. And on this there can be 
no compromise, no parleying, no conference. 
Withdrawal of notifications of disbandment and 
prohibition ord ers and discharge of all who are 
imprisoned for non-violent activities must 
precede any conference or settlement. We must 
be content to die, if we cannot live as free men 
and women. 

I wish I could persuade everybody that civil 
disobedience is the inherent right of a citizen. 
He dare not give it up without ceasing to be a 
man. Civil disobedience is never followed by 
anarchy. Criminal disobedience can lead to it. 
Every state puts down .crimina.l disobedience by 
force. It perishes, if it does not. But to put 
down ci viI disobedience is to attempt to imprison 
conscience. Civil disobedience can only lead to 
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strength and purity. A civil resister never uses
arms and hence he is harmless t.o a state, that 
is at ell willing to listen to the voice of publio 
opinion. He is dangerous for an autocratic 
staie, for he brings about its fall by engaging 
public opinion upon the matter for which he 
resists the state. Civil disobedience therefore 
becomes a sacred duty when the state has become 
lawle~s, or which is the same thing, oorrupt. 
And a citizen that barters with such a state 
shares its corruption or lawlessness. 

It is therefore possible to question the wisdom 
of applying civil disobedience in respect of a.. 
partic:ular act or law; it is possible to advise 
delay and caution. But the right itself cannot 
be allowed to be questioned. It is a birthright 
that cannot be surrendered \\ ithout l:Iurreuder 
of one's self-respect. 

At the same time that the right of civil dis
obedience is insisted upon, its use must be 
~uarded by all conceivable restrictions. Every 
possible provision should be made agaist an out
tll esk of violence or general lawlessness. Its 
area as well a.s its scope should also be limited 
to the barest necessity of the case. In the pre
sent case therefwe aggressive civil diIobedience 
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.ould be coniined to a. vindiC9.tion of the right 
.of free speech and free association. In other 
words non-eo-operation, so long as it remains 
non-violent, must be allowed to oontinu~ without 
let or hindrance. When that position is attained 
it is time for a represent&tive conference to be 
summoned for the settlement of Khilafat, the 
Punjab and Swaraj but not till then. 



"Independence 

--:0:--

I This article was written in January, 1922, just after 
the session of the Ahmedabad Congress.] 

Maulana Hasrat Mohani put up a plucky 
fight for independence on the Congress platform 
and then 808 President of the Muslim League 
and Was happily each time defeated. There is 
no mistake about the meaning of the Maulf:!!na. 
He wants to sever all connection with the British 
people even as partners and equals and even 
though the Khilafat qnestion be sa.tisfactorily 
:solved. It will not do to urge that the Khilafat 
question can never be solved without complete 
ind,ependence. Weare discllssing merely the 
theory. It is common cause that if the Khilafat 
question cannot be solved without complete 
independence, i. e. if the British people retain 
hostile attitude towards the aspirations of the 
Islamic world, there is nothing left for us to do 
but to insist upOn complete independenee. 
India cannot atfordto give Britain even her" 
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moral support and must do without Britd.in's 
support moral and material, if s4e cannot be 
induaed to be friendly to the Islamie world. 

But assuming that Great Br1'tain alters her 
attitude, as I know she will when India is strong, 
it will be religiously unlawful for us to insist 
on independence. For it will be vindictive and 
petulant. It would amount to a denial of God 
for the refusal will then he based upon the 
assumption that the British people are not cap
able of response to the God in man. Such a 
position is untenable for both a believing Yusa.!
man and a believing Hindu. 

India's ~reatest glory will consist not in re
garding Englishmen as her implacable enemies 
fit only to be turned out of India at the fin t 
",vail~ble opportunity but in turning them into 
friends and partners in a new commonwealth 
of nations in the place of an Empire based upon 
exploitation of the weaker 6r uudeveloped 
nations and races of the earth and t4erefore 
finally upon foroe. 

Let us see clearly wh.. t Swaraj tog~ther with 
the British connection means. It means un
dwbtedly India's ability to declare her indepen
dence if she wishes. Swe.raj therefore will oot 
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be a. free ' gift of the. Britim PM'tiament. It.m 
~e ateclar&ti.oD of lama's fun seU .. expreeJien. 
'Fha it will be 82:pressed ~u:gh an Aet at 
Pa.-rliament i. true. But it will: be merely'; 
courieoui1 ra.ti:flcaWi>n of the deelared wish of the 
people of India even &8 it was in tile oa.ae of tae-. 
Union of South. Africa. Not all ULneecI..,

adverh in the Union scheme could be: alterea bf 
the House of Commons. The ra.tiflca.tion m eur 
C8i8e will be of a tre&ty to which Britain wUl -. ' 
party. 

Such SW'Bl'&j m.y not come this YeaJr. may 
not come witbiD. fI'Ur geDfJ1'ation. But I ha:ve) 
contemplated nMhing lesl. The BriiWL Par_ 
ment, wheJ1 tile aettlement comes, will ratify the 
wishes of the people of ImlUt. &Ii eSprAssed _ 
throuSh the btWeallc.raey but througb Iter f~ee11 
chosen representt;tiT'es. . 

tSw~raj' eat never be a. free gift by one natiow 
to another. It it a tl'eIlIu:re tt> be plArchaaei 
with e. D&tiOlt~! beat blooe1.) It will ceaae to be 
a gift when we haft paid dearly for it. T_ 

. Viceroy was, eonftued rien he said tW S" .. j 
would have to e&me hoal the Pe.rliament llnle. 
it came .". the _<114. ' He paW. DO complimeu* 
to hu QOI.U\try ...... t. allo~ , Ilia ~~ ~ 

51 
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infer that England was incapable of listening 
to the moral pressure of suffering, and he in
sulted the intelligence of his audience if he 
wished it to understand that the""British Parlia
ment would give Swaraj when it wished irrespec
tive of India's deshes and aspirations. The fact 
is that Swaraj will be a fruit of incessant labour, 
suffering beyond measure. 

But His Excellency is unused to any substi
tute for the sword and therefore does probably 
think that hy exercising our dehating skill in 
the legislative councils, some day or other we 
shall be able to impress the British Parliament 
with the desirability of granting us Swaraj. He 
will soon learn that there is a better and more 
eifective substitute for the sword and that i6 
civil disobedience. It is 'daily becoming increa
singly clear that civil disobedience will afford 

",jihe course of suffering' through which In~ 
must pass before she comes to her own. 

We have not cQme to our own. There is 
• 

still mutual distrust between 'Musalma.ns and 
Hindus. The untouchables have not yet felt 
the glow of the Hindu touch. The Farsis and 
the Ohristians of India do not yet know thew 
fu~ure under Swaraj to a. certainty. We have 
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Dot yet learnt the art nor realised the ueoeesity' 
ofrbeying our own laws. The spinning wheel 
has not yet found a permanent place in oW' 
homes. Khadl has not yet become the national 
g8.rment. In other words we have. not yet 
unde~stood the art or the oonditions of seJf· 
protection. 

There is still a body of opinion diminishing 
in volume but not yet negligible whioh oonsiders 
that violenoe alone will bring Swara.j to us 
and that therefore violenoe might be 
permitted to continue side by side with non.
violence, i. e. our non-violence should be 
regard~ as merely a prelude to and a pre
para.tion for violenoe. Those who hold these 
views little know that their attitude consti
tutes to fraud upon the world. Our pledge re
quires that whilst we are under it we believe 
in the efficacy of non-violence for the quie
test attainment of our goal. Each one of us 
is under a sacred obligation to cancel the 
plec;lge as soon as he believes that SW&raj < is 
unatta.ina.ble by non-violence or except by 
n"'olenoe. Non-violenoe is & creed while it la.sta. 

J 

It is a.n e"pe.dient beeatl8e it is an experi-
.. t. But 'thUat we.are under the pledge we 
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are not only .bound to believe in and observe 
non·violence but we are equally bound tq 
persuade others to be non-viol~nt and cond.emn\ 
thOle who do violence. I am mole than ever 
convinced that we have not reached our goal 
beca.use even we who have subscribed to the
Congress creed have not all remained non
violent in word a.nd deed nor endeavoured to. 
be non-violent in thought or intent. 



Next is Gunpowder. 
--:0:--

{This artiel~ was written in January, 19~2, to SQUest 

tJlo!~t the next step of rcprpssj,on was gun-pawdcr.J 

The reader will peruse with careful attention 
the informing resume by K. of the new type 
of repression that is fast coming into vogue. It 
is possible that there is exaggeration in the 
details but almost all the reports 'hitherto 
reoeived from non-co-operation quarters have 
proved su acctll'ate and the denials so false that 
I am not disposed to discount the graphic details 
~nected by K. from the correspondence recel ved 
by me and from the newspapers. 

'.rhe police are mostly our own countrymen 
but it i; evident that they are being incited to 
become lawless by the example and the precept 
<of their superior officers. When a mob bece ... es 
unruly, it knows no better; when the 'pdltce 
bee »ne unrulf, their action is deliberate and 
unpa:rdonable. The mob frenzy ca.n be con
ironed, the police frenzy spe'lls iJisaster for ~n 
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unprepared people. We have groaned under 
it all these long years. Thank God, In~ is. 

I 

to-day pl'epared to meet the ordered frenzy\of 
the GOV$nment. -

We must tear down the mask of the so-called 
enforcement of the ordinary law against sO'
called intimidators and we must. invite and 
welcome honest martial law. O'dwyerism and 
Dyerism are honest ideals, be they ever so 
indefensible. But what is going on in India. 
to-day is indescribable hypocrisy. 

If it is true that Wlder the cover of distress 
warrants the police have enterid our homes in 
:Benares and taken away ornaments even from 
the inmates, jf it is true that in Bulandshaher 
under the preten ce of preserving order they 
have entered people'b homes in order to assault 
them, if it is true that they have stripped 
prisoners otlmost naked in order to execute 
distress warrants, the case is complete for the 
:6.ercest civil disobe lience of the most aggressive 
type consistently with the preservation of non
violence on our side. We must not wait for 
gunpowder to be Used upon helpless people nor 
can we aiford to put an undue strain upon the 
people's patience by marely remaining on the-
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defensive and letting the Government agent. 
pillage and plunder our homes. We must draw 
th4 gunpowder on our own hands and that too 
at the earliest possible opportunity. We the 
principal worker, cannot afford to watch with 
philosophic calmness these eX;&Sperating criminal 
assaults upon inoffensive people although they 
are volunteers and have therefore undertaken 
to suffer. 

The shoo ting of a 'Musalman youth by a 
European 'youth' (are European yout!ls armed P) 
for the crime of wearing or selling (whichever 
it was) a Khadi cap. cannot be passed by in 
silence. We must avenge the wrong if necessary 
by inviting the shooting on O1.1r own heads. 

The Government want to goad us into 
violence or abject submiss~on. W ~ must do 
nei.ther. We must report by such civil dis
obedience as would compel shooting. 

They want civil War. We must not play 
into their hands. Here is what I call open 
canvassing for civil war. The Magistrate of 
Aligarh is responsible for the following circular 
to the Raises of the Aligarh District :-

"As you are doubtless aware the Khila.fa.t 
and Congl'ess Volunteers have been declared by 
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*be LoceJ Government to ,be illegal as&ooiations 
.d orders kave been received for their 8'Up~Jl·e8'
.OB. They are becoming very ~ve ip. Al~arh 
end >may at an"'! time give t~~le in Hathras 
-abo by picketing shops, iutimidstion and' by 
!GIInling 1088 a.nd. annoyance to private persons 
,.&8 w.ell as to Government. 

"The number of police at my disposal is 
limited and I am very reluctant to a.sk for mili
tary 88sistance in dealing with a matter of this 
kind unless it leads to actual and violent disorder. 

ul 8IJD. therefore writing to a number of the 
leading &iaes and gentlemen cJf the District to 
uk for their assistance i.n caMe the present 
trouble proves to be too widespread for the 
pollee to de.l with ·without undue fa.tigue a.nd 
urasement. If you are willing to help me in 
this matter I would aak you kindly to seloot 50 
of your retainers and tenante, swut a.ble--bodied 
.men, whom you could send in, on receiving a. 
message that they are required for enrolment 
as speeial police. 

"At present it is only neoouaTY thM selection 
of the men should be Il180de and list prepa.red of 

. their n.a.m.es and 1'6IIitience 80 thai they ~n be 
rtea4ily eollected when a.Jled for. 
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"1 shaU be glad to hear from you in due 
~." (fRl).I, c. s.tth 

We must refuse the bait by letting the 
gullible Raises ~o as they like. We muat seek 
only such forms of civil disobedience as would 
prevent any c1_ with. our o1fn pevpIe, wbether 
turned into civil guard or stin laymen. Given 
unflinching courage and p1.'leservation of complete 
non-violence, the fight Can be brought to a. 
victorious end inside of a month. ltay GOO. 
grant India. light and courage. 

1 had hoped that the pledge to face death 
'Was eo distant event. Evidently God'wills tilat 
we must 'be tested thoroughly and well. In His 
name Was the battle begun. He must give 118 

the strength to go through it. 



Worse than Martial Law. 

-:0:-

r This article was written in January 1922, to demons-
\ 

trate the brutal character of the treatment meted 
out to political prisoners in Indian Jails.] 

For the time that savage repression continues, 
I must fill the pages of Young India with 
authentic tales of repre ~sion till India puts an end 
to it by an act of supreme sacrifice. I call the
repressio~ savage because it is wooden, wild, 
uncultjvated, cruel. Grant that there is intimi
dation and even violence resorted to by some non
co-operators in pursuit of hartal or other activity. 
Is it difficult to find and punish the culprits ~ 
If the Government cannot get witnesses, does 
it not show that the whole populaCe is behind 
the so-called intimidation ~ An Act, however 
reprehensible in itself, when it becomes the act 
of a people, ceases to be a crime capable of being 
dealt with by its laws. Therefore repression 
by an irresponsible government can never be 8. 

popular act or an act designed for the safety of 
the people. But in the presellt instance, rep1'8&--
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sion is designed to suppress the rising agitation 
direeted against the misdeeds of the Government . ~ 

and 'IS therefore doubly unpardonable. 
However it is not the purpose of this article 

to demonstrate its unjustifiable character, but 
to demonstrate its brutal quality, to show that 
it is worse than martial law. 

The Punjab martial law was comparatively a. 
civilised measure and being so named, a.t least, 
ser'lred the purpose of producing a shock. The
acts now being done under the protection of the 
ordinary law but really without any law at all 
are absolutely without any check. Marti8.1 law 
has its own code of honour, but this state law
nessess has none. 

Take the Faridpur flog·ging-. Dr. 'Maitra is-a 
well-known physician of Calcutt&.. He is a non
party man. He has given a graphic report of his 
visit to the Faridpur Jail. Two cultured men, one 
a headmaster, were tied to a whipping triangle 
and whipped for the offence evidently of not 
salaaming the jail officials. When Dr. Ya.jtra 
visited the Jail, the punishment WaS not even 
registered anywhere. He found many prisoners 
including under·trlaJ. ones in handcuffs for whole 
nights. One prisoner had standing handcutI for 
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1hree da18. 'Nearly t\ouble tile nuniber of , 
'PmO!rel'8 havt;} been huddled together in parti
cular rooms or cells 01 the ja.i1..tban their allotted 
eapacity of accommodation wi11hout adequate 
attention to their diet, clothes and bedding in 
'this cold weather.' 'lhe only thing that the 
~engal Government nave to say, is not to deny 
BZ1Y of the acts but to justify them on the 
ground of discipline! The Government com
muniq ue says, 'The punishmenti _ve had the 
desired eftect and discipline bas since been 
m.&intained.' 

NO'W let us travel to Allahabad. The U. P. 
60vernment have produced 8 certificate of 
character from Mahadev Desai who is able to 
_y truthfully that now he is humanely tre. ted. 
But let the reader digest the blood.-curdling story 
.<)f the ~troo.tm.ent of the prisoners in the N aini 
.Jail inCluding the flogging supplied by him. 

From 8itamadhi comes the news that a fine 
of Rs. 21),000 and a punitive police have been 
u.,poeed upon its inhabitants. Sitamadhi is a 

*' .aub-division in BihBI'. The fine and the puni-
tive police mee.ns saeking of the households of 

'.smadbi. 'l'he Motherland gives an aooount 
#If ehe lootiag 4Jf .... lle.gea-'8fhulia. (Jhanwpur 
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and BharataW&. 'The Jl).outed. police, the com~ 
maDding officer and the faetory DalJager &1* 

reported to h.ve taken part in looting. 11be 
crime committed lq these villages is said to 
consis1i in their refusal to give har a.nd bellar. 
Awadh Bihari Shara.n (p. Congress worker) Wa$ 
tied to . a charpai ... The J arnada.r of the factory 
asked the mounted police to cane them (the 
volunteer~). Every volunteer WaS caned. Their. 
caps and badges were all taken away.' 

In Sindh things are :no better, as the follow
ing letter from the Sindh Congress Committee 
will show:-

"The Hindu publishes a letter from OBe 

Rahmat RaSOO], a Punjabi martial law prisoner 
who along with two oilier co-accused is now con
fined in Hyderabad Central Prison. He write.... 
tha.t on their arrival in this jail from the .And&
mans in Novemb~ last, ther wer.e looked up in 
a cell meant for prisooer condemned tAo> t:1eath 
and there no mealli were given them f()l: three 
day~, till the Medical OSeei' S&W them aad gQt. 
them meals. Later ~ wheneveJ the SuperiJi
tendent appror.ched them they were l'eC!l,lired 1e 
raise the:ir ~ as a lIuslim does in praJ
with, ~ F~.st-"8afka.r is 0118." Thia 
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ilmnoral rule interfering with the fundamentaJ 
principles of Isla.m, Rahma.t Ra.sool refused to 
obey, telling the Superintendent tha.t fot him 
God alone is 'One and that he CMl raise his hands 
in prayer before God alone, when the Superin
tendent proudly replied that he, as representative 
of Government, Was his God in jail The prisoner 
however boldly refused to be led away f;om the 
path of religion even when the Jail Committee, 
including some European members, insirated on 
his doing as required, with the result that bis 
religiousness was rewarded with the five-fold 
punishment of thirty stripes, six months' solitary 
confinement, six months' gunny-clothing, six 
months' cross-fetters and six months' bar-fetters. 
4fhis is only one instance of the attitude of the 
officials here towards the political prisoners, who 
are all treated as if they were worse than even 
.common c;imina.1s. When yesterday we inter
viewed :Mr. Rassanand, a Congress worker in jail, 
he was allowed only five minutes' talk with us 
although rules permit 15 minutes. 

"It will also be remembered that iu July last 
police bad fired on innocent people in Matiari, 
killing one and wounding several others. The 
Governmellt Oommission report has been pigeon-
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holed in Bombay Secretariat and in the mean
time the Sub .. Inspector who was responsible fo,
thai tragedy, now encouraged by absence of &fly 
the least punishment for his crime, is now at 
Katnbar behaving like an all-powerful autocrat. 

"Recently with a view to recover a fine he 
entered the house of a convicted and imprisoned 
non-co7operator and forcibly removed his property 
from the possession of purda ladi~s occmpying 
the house, including a gold nose-ring which he 
forciblf snatched from the nose of the convict's 
brother's wife. On a gentleman coming to pro
tect the helpless purdanlshln women, he also 
was roughly handled and beaten. Although this 
getlem.a.n protested that the Sub-Inspector should 
Jlot enter the h JUse until he had removed the 
ladies to a secluded room, the police officer paid 
no heed and did not hesitate to enter the houae 
immediately and approached the. unprotected 
women in his rude and rough manDer." 

Neither person nor property, neither man nor 
woman is sa.fe from. the a.ttentions of the Govern
ment. Nor is life easy in the jails: 'Mere cus
tody of the body does nQt 8atisfy the require
mentj of the Gorernm811t. Tortures and 
humiliations have also been added. 
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. ~ we have martial law leu J.m-w&l.la 
Barh ..... tltia ia worM. J..uiauwaJ.1a &gh 
t"ugb. atrooioUIJ was the eleau.est demonsiiralticm 
of the Government intentiGn8 and It gave hs the 
the Deeded shook. It was an open air tr~ 
U<Bl.. What is DOW going on is being dODe inside 
the cold prison. walls or in little unknown vilJage& 
anfl th~efore has no theatriea.l value. Our duty 
tbere£ore clea.rly is to invite ma.rliallaw and "BO 

damned OOllSeIl8e" and eTolve the courage to dr.. the rifle fire not in our back. as in ,1919 
but in our open and willing breasts and witbap.t. 
reliUment. 



Fraught with Danger. 
--:0:--

{This article was written in January, 1922, to warn 
the non-co-operators that every step towards 

Civil Disobedience that they would take. 
should be followed after due consi

deration of their strength.] 

"Jhajjar ito; a tehsil town in the Rohte.k 
district with a popUlation of about 11,000. It 
has' got a Municfpality with 4 nominated and 
~ elected members. The president is elected. Yat 
the Municipality was not sympathetic towa.rds 
popular activities. Therefore the Local Oongress 
workers, rightly or wrongly, isslled a notice 
upon the Mnnicipality without any permission 
from the District Oongress Committee that if it 
did not make itself popular within 15th to 22nd 
J"anuary, the Congress Committee will take 
possession of the Town Hall. The Municipality 
ignored this notice altogether. On the other 
hand, the local leading worker Pandit Sriram 
was charged under section 107, and sent to, prison 
for a year by the D. C. on the 15th January, the 

8 . 
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~t day of the allotted period. The Pandit un
veiled a portrait of the Lokamanya in the Town 
Hall on that day, for which the D. C. had giyen 
previous permission upon an ~pIication from 
the Municipality. After Pandit Sriram's im
prisonment the President of the local Congress 
Committee and the volunteers took possession of 
the Town Hall on the 16th. A regular guard 
of vQluntool's wah set up. The volunteers took 
pos&.essl0n also of the foul' gates of the tmvn and 
disturbed the octroi arrangement. As soon as 
this news reached Rohtak, I started for Jhajjar, . 
for Lala Shyamlal was not present there, having 
gOlle to Ferozepur-JhiI'ka to attend a Congre~ 

Committee meeting. The people are even bont 
on violence. I advised them at night to remain 
non-violent, which produced borne effect. But 
an influential preacher of non-violence is neces
ear)' to convel t them. On the 18th night at 
8 p.m. some respectable citizens of the town called 
together the Congress workers and MuniCipal 
Commissioners a.nd tried to settle the matter 
amicably. AU the elected. members exoepting 
the President, who Was absent. and two nomi
nated ~embers of the Municipality, agreed to 
%e&igD. And it W81 deoided alao that the 'rO'WD. 



Hall would be under the control of the 
Congress CGmmittee. However, .the matter will 
be Jinally settled at noon to-day. The volunteeDi 
are still guarding the premises. The people have 
proclaimed by Panchayeti a social boycott of the 
six witnesses who stood against Pandit Briram, 
viz., t.he Tahsildar, Thandar, La.mbardar, and the 
President, Vice-President and BecretaI'Y of the 
Municipal Committee. The Tawn Hall waa 
erected with public subscription in memory of 
the late Queen Victoria. }'or some 5 or 6 yean 
it remained uncared for, but now for the last ten 
years or so the Municipality has taken charge of 
the Imi1ding. If the settlement arrived at tile 
conference of the 18th night is not ohserved, 
popular excitement will grow which may, I fear, 
ultimately lead to violence. The local leaders 
and volunteers are unbending. I am writmg 
this at 10 a.m. on the 19th. Please guide us as to 
what to do by wire or by letter to tbe address at 
JWhtak." 

Thus writes (the origina.l is in Hindi ) Lala 
Daulatram Gupta, acting President of &htak 
Dinrict Oongress Committee. The action of the 
Congress wo~ers in Jbajjar is audaciou8 ADd 
inapiring. But it is fn,"''gat with the great.t 
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danger. It has reaehed the border line of 'fiolenoe 
and indiscipline. I CRon fully appreciate the noble 
desire of the people to possess their own properly. 
Municipalities are perhaps the -.,irea.te9t fraud 
palmed off upon lI; di~. The Government has 
hitherto used them for consolidating its power. 
But where the citizens are united, they can 
attain the municipal home-rule in a moment. 
I have not yet described the quiet. orderly and 
evolutionary revolution that i& going on in three 
big municipalities in the Bombay Presidency, 
viz., Ahmedabad. Burat and Nadiad. Of that 
some other time. It is not M yet a completed 
picture. But Jhajjar will outpace the three 
municipalities, if it remains steady and alfsolute-
11 non-violent. Possession of the Town Hall 
can be retained without any ado. if the citizens 
of the place are unanimous, it ca.nnot be retained 
if there is real opposition. Any outbrebk of 
popular violence will be a crime of the first 
ma.gnitude, because it would be wa.nton and un
provoked. India. in the language of l£a.ulana 
Abul Kalam, is the greatest GUl'dwara; it is the 
largest Town Hall. And if we have not yet 
succeeded in possessing it, we may wait for the 
oooupation of the Town Hall of Jhajjar. The 
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Congress officers must surrender it, (1) if thee 
is tho slightest fear of violenot!, (2) if the elected 
members oppose the act of occupation, (8) if the 
Oommittee at Rohtak, or failing that, the Com
mittee at Lahore vetoes the occupation, (4) if 
the Police demand it at the point of the bayonet, 
unless the occupiers are prepared to die at their 
post without retaliation or resentment, and if 
the other citizens are certain not to get excited, 
impatient and violent. 

The occupation appears to me to be a hast, 
act, but if it can be defended non-violently, 
the defect can be cured. 

There is no. harm in surrender. We shall 
gain strength by retracing every false or hasty 
step. What may have been taken IT rongly, 
must be given up. and can be retaken by 
methodical work. In the case of Jhajjar, if the 

!f 

Town Hall has to be surrendered, it can be 
re~ken by the elected memuers, who are in a 
majority, passing a resolution giving the use to 
the COllgress Committee. If the elected 
members "ill not do so, the electors may, by a 
requisition, call upon the elected members to 
give effect to their views. 

Social boyeott of the witnesi8s who gave . ' 



erii.enoe against Pandit Sri Ram is clearly 8. 

mista.ke and will d~feat its own end. We must 
not resort to social boycott of OU; oPP$neti.ts. 
111 amounts to coercion. Olaimi~ the right of 
flee opinion and free action as we do, We lnust 
extend the same to others. The rule of majority 
when it hecomes coercive, is- as intolerable as 

that of a bureaucratic minority. We must 
pati~ntfy try to bring- round the minority to our 
view by gentle llerRuasion and argument. Hav
ing been trained only to do things by order and 
under fear of punishment, we are likely, in the 
consciousness of strength we are daily acquiring, 
to repeat the mistakes of the rulers in an exag
gerated form in our relations with those, who 
may happen to he weaker than we 8J e. That 
will he a worse state than the first. 

I am aWare that, by discussing- Lala Daulat
ram Gupta's letter publicly, I am exposing the 
actors in the little drama in Jha.jjar to mis
representation and risk. The authorities can 
easily distort and exaggerate the facts relate<L as 
they are often prone to do. But 908 the lUatter 
is of great imporl¥ce, and as the workers have 
exposed themselves to greater risks than I can. 
possibly expQAtl them to, I have felt it my duty 
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publicly to discuss the pros and eons of the act 
of occupation which, though f.$nght with dang&1'iI 
commands ine's admiration for its bravery. 
Non-eo-operators have burnt their boats. They 
have no secrets. But correspondents who wish 
to write in confideooe are welcome to do 80. I 
shall respect their confidence. But as all my 
work is done in open daylight, and a.8 my post 
passes through the hands of many helpers. I 
would like to discountenance confidentia.l coI\-e&;
pondencc as much as possible. Though tAe 
Government, be it said to their credit, have 
generally not tampered with my correspondence, 
the correspondents must note tha.t like all 
eorresponil61lce mine is equally at their me~. 



Poles Asunder. 
: 0< 

• 
[ The attitude of the Government and its supporters 

was radically in oppostition to the Congress de
mands. There was, thereforE'; no other alter 
native left {or the Congress than launching 

the Non-eo-operation movement i the • reasons thereof were clearly explained 
in tJ1is article which was written 

in January 1922.] 

The debate in the Assembly and the Council 
of State affords the clearest possible justification 
for my distrust of the Government and therefore 
any round table conference a.t the present 
moment. The Government supporters consider 
the Congress demands to be impossible and 
repression to be the only way possible to put 
down non-co-operation. If I believed the 
Congress demands to be impossible and the use 
of force to be justifiable for putting doWll the 
pursuit of impossible ideals, I should 0.180 vote 
with the Governlftent. I have, therefore, no 
difticulty about understanding and even ap~ 
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ciating the attitude of tt e Government and ita 
aupporters. ' 

'But I oPfOse the Goyernment and thorough
ly distrust it, because I so thoroughly understand 
its attitude. India can never attain freedom by 
going along the route the Government will take her. 

Let us see. 
Why is the Khilafat demand .impossible p

All that the Congress asks in effect is that the 
GoveJ.'nment of India and the Imperial Govern
ment, if they wish to retain the i people's ()()-
operation, should, work with them in getting the 
demands f lllfilled. They should, therefore, perform 
that part of the obligation which rests with them,. 
and vigorously prosecute the rest as if it was their 
own grievance. What will the Imperial Govel'n
ment do if France were to attempt to deprive 
England of Dover, and India were secretly to 
help :Prance or openly to show indifference or 
hostility to England's struggle to retain Dover ? 
Can Indians be expected to sit idle when the 
Khilafat is vivisected? 

What is impossible about the Punjab demand? 
Why do they talk about the legalities of the case ? 
If they take ~e of the mo-ralities, legaliti8& 
will take ~e of themselves. As a boy I learnt 



( 43 ) 

a legal maxim that where there it III COIlfliet 
between Law and Equity, the latter should 
prevail. It is not with me a oopy-book ~xim. 
But 1 am told it is immora.l to ask ""'"'for the de
~va.tion of a pension, which is but deferred pay. 
Why has Sardar Gauharsingh been deprived of 
his "deferred pay" and why are the other pensio
ners threatened if they should take part in the 
present agitation? Does a serVf;l.nt who vilities 
his employer receive payor pension? Have 
Sir Michael O'Dwyer 01' General Dyer ever 
admitted. their 'error of judgment'? Why 
should the children ~ of the murdered men of 
JallianwaUa Baugh, or the men who were 
brutally flogged or made to crawl, although they 
had done 110 wrong, pay those who were responsi
ble for these barbarities? I do 110t know a 
single principle of ethics, save that of might, 
that can justify the continuation of peusions to 
servants who are unrepentant. The viewpoints 
.of the two pal'ties are so different that what 
appears to he just and mOl'al to the one, appea.rs 
unjust and immoral to the other. I venture to 
ola.im that :in askipg for the stoppage -of pensions, 
the Congress is just without being vindieti.ve. 
It waives prosecution or impea.ehment. It 
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wAives penalties. It merely refuses still further 
to participate in the wrong by continuing to give 
pensions. The truth is that the Government still 
considers the two offenders to be distinguished 
.servants of the Crown. That a.ttitude has to be 
changed before a repetition of the Punjab 
becomes impossible. 

As with the Pu~jab so with Swaraj. It 
appears to the Government impossible to ~unr 
to India what is hers. Reforms hy instalments 
is the motto. The undeI'lying idea is not to give 
anything unless it is absolutely necessary. The 
differences are so great that I dread to think of 
Swaraj before the Khilafat and the Punjab 
wrongs are IJut away. They seem so simple in 
the statement. But they are as difficult as 
8wal'aj because their redress means obedience 
to India's will. 

This is all cold logic. There is notJa.ing 
impossible about the demands. The impossibility 
-consists in the unwillingness of the power
holdel:s to part with the power that should never 
have been theirs. 

Why should there be repression. a.t all if onlt 
the Government will do their duty P Assume 
,that violenee is a. certainty if mass civil disobe-
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dienoe is precipitated. Are the people to be 
balked of their rights for fear of violence? It 
does not stdke the co-operators that they up
hold injustice and add insult to it: when they 
aCCuse civil resisters of precipitating a Qrisis. 
The Government are deliberately inviting a crisis. 
The are precipitating violence by removing 
everyone who has any influence over the people 
and who call keep them non-violent. Co-opera
tors do not see that the action of the CTOvern
ment is like that of a man, who refuses to give 
food to a hungry man and then threatens to 
shoot him whilst he is attempting to help 
himself. 

In the midst of an enervating atmosphere 
such as ours, the duty before non-co-oparators 
is clear. They must keep exemplary patience. 
They must not be goaded into precipitate action. 
They must refuse battle where they are not 
ready. It is no business of the Government 
to keep us non-violent or to help us to remain 
so. Even their method of restraining vi?lenee 
is exasperatingly violent. In one respect, how
ever, we must feel thankful to them, for their 
protest and criticism amount to nothing but this, 
that we do not know how to practise our creed and 
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that we are incompotent to inflict successful 
'Violence, even if we would. Let us admit both 
these arguments. We must be true to our 
.creed. Then it is common cause that the 
Government must lay down a.!'mB. And let 
those who do not believe in the" creed at least 
see that Indta is neither ready nor willing to 
meet L't alence with vlolence. I wish those 
who believe in the necessity of violence for 
Indin.'s freedom will realise the truth of my 
positions. They must not think that because 
they are ready and. willing to do violence, India. 
is likewise ready or willing. I claim that India. 
is unready. not because she is helpless but 
becau;e she is unwilling. Therefore non
violence is unexpectedly succeeding-, whereas 
violence, in spite of the vaunted talk of human 
nature, would have failed. India's past training 
for ages, I mean the training of the masses, has 
been against violence. Human nature in India 
has advanced 80 far that the doctrine of non
violence is moro natural for the people at large 
than that of violence. Let us also remember 
that the exepriences of Bombay and Madras 
prove my proposition. If the people of India 
were violent by nature, there was enough in 
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Bombay and Madras to gke rise to an unquench
able oon&gration. .A little violence like dirt is 
enough to di sturh or Boil a peaoeful or clean 
surface, but either being a for~n addition is 
soon removed. To train India for violence and 
thuB to wrest Swaraj by violence is Q. work of 
ages. I verily believe that this wonderful 
manifestation of energy and national conscious
ness is purely and simply due to the advent of 
non-violence. People have come to their own. 
Let no hasty action arrest its progress. 



Bardoli's Decision. 

--:0:--

[ This article was written on the 30th of January, 1922 .. 
to give a detailed outline of the form of Civil Dis

obedience which was decided to be adopted at 
Bardoli in the early part of the 

following month.] 

Bardoli has come to a momentous decision .. 
It has made its fiual and irrevocable choice. 
Vithalhhai Patel, the President, addressed a COJl

ference of the representatives of the Taluka. in a 
spoech impressive for its warning. He certainly 
did not mince matters. There Was Itn audience 
of khaddar-clad representatives numbering 
4,00U. There were five hundred women, a large 
majority of whom were also in khaddar. They 
were interested and interesting listeners. It Wae. 
a.n audience of sober, responsible men and women 
with a stake. 

I followed Vithalbha.i and went through every 
one of the conditions of ID488 civil disobedience 
laid :lown by the Congress. I took the sense of 
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'the meeting on every One of the oonditions, 
separately. They :understood the impUcations 
of Hindu-lIuslim-Parsi-Ohrlstian unity. ':Chey 
l"ealised the significanc ~ and the- truth' of non
violence. They saW what the remqval of un
touchability meant; they were prepared, not 
merely to take into Nati.onal Schools, hut to 
induce 'untouchable' children to join them; 

,they have had no objection to the 'untouchable' 
,drawing water from the village weHs. They 
knew that they were to nurse the 'untouchable' 
sick 808 they would nurse their ailing neighbom-s. 
They knew that they could not exercise the 
privilege of non-p~yment of revenue and oiher 
forms of civil disobedience until they had purified 
themselves in the manner described by me. They 
knew too, that they had to become industrious 
and spin their own yarn and weave their own 
khaddar. And lastly, they were ready to face 
forfeiture of their movables, their cattle and 
theil- land. They were ready to face imprison
ment and even death, if necessary, and they 
would do all this without resentment. 

There was an old dissentient voice on the 
question of untouchability. lIe said, what I 
taid was right in theory, but it W&8 difficult in 
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paoUee ~ b~ down tae eUJtom .h of -. 
sudden. I dMve tile point home but tbe a.udieD.oe 
~ made up its mind. 

Before the larger meeting, I had met .... 
real wor kera aOOl1t fifty in number. ltefore 
that meeting Vithalbhai Pa.tel, some workers and 
I conferred together a.nd felt that we woula paas 
& resolution postponing the decision fdr abOut " 
fortnight, to make the Swadeshi pl'ep&l'ation 
more complete and remova.l of untouchability 
mor~ certain, by actually having untouollable 
children in all the sixty Nathnal Schools. The 
brave and eatnest workers of Bardoli will not 
listen to the postponement. They were certain 
that mOl'e than 50 per cen & of the Hindu popula
tion were quite ready about untouchability and 
they were sure of being able to manufactlDe 
enou~h khaddar for tlieir future wants. They 
were bent on trying conclusions with the GoverJl
ment. They bore down every ohjection raised 
by Vithalbhai Patel, and Abbas Tyabji, with his 
hoary beard and ever smiling face, Was there to 
utter the warniag. But they would DOt budge 
an inch from their position and so the ~olution 
which I give btaow was unap;moualy pailed. 

ccAftEr haviq fuH1linder8tood and conaideted 
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the conditions &8 essential for the atarting of 
mass civil disobedience, this coiuerenee of the 
inhabitants of the Bardoli Taluka. resolv,s t{"at -this Taluka is fit for InaS8 civil disobedience. 

This Conference is of opinion :-
(a) That for the redress of India's grievances, 

unity among Hindus, Mahomedans, Paris, Chris-
tians and other communities of India is absolutely 
necessary. 

(b) That non-violence, patience and ~ndu

ranee are the only remedy for the redress of the 
said grievances. 

(0) That the use of the spinning wheel in 
every home, and the adoption of hand-spun and 
hand-woven garments to the exclusion of all 
other clojih by every individual are indispensable 
for ludia's freedom. 

(d) That Swaraj is impossible without com
plete removal of untouchability by the Hindus. 

(e) That for the people's progress and for 
the a.ttaimnent of freedom, readiness to 800rifice 
movable and immovable property, to suffer 
imprisonment and, if necessary. to bl.y down 
one' 8 life, is indispeDS&ble. 

uThis Oonference hopes that the Bardoli 
Taluka. will have lie privilege to be the first for 
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the aforeaaid B&Criftoes, and this Confveooe 
hereby respectfully informs the Working Com
mittee that unless the Working Committee 
otherwise decides or unless proposed Rounel 
Table Conference is held, this Taluka. will im
mediately commence mass civil disobedienoe 
under the advice and guida~e of Mr. Gandhi 
and the President of the Conference. 

"This Conference recommends that those tax
payers of the Taluka who are ready and willing 
to abide by the conditions laid down by the 
Congress for mass dvil disobedience, will re
frain, till further instruction, from paying land 
.revenue and other taxes due to the Government." 

Who knows thp, issue? Who knows whether 
the men and women of Bardoli will stand the .. 
repression that the Government may resort 
to? God only knows. In His name has the 
battle been undertaken. He must finish it. 

The Government have acted hitherto in a 
most exemplary manner. They might have 
prohibited the Conference. They did not. The)" 
know the workers. They would have removed 
them long ago. They ha'Ve not done so. Thq 
have not inoorfered with any of the activities of 
~e people. T4ey have permitted them to make 
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·.u p~. 1 have 1r&tehed their ~ 
-.ith wonder a.nd admiration. Both tideS have 
up to the time of writing behavecLin a ,malmer 
.orthy 0' chivalrous warriors of old. In this 
battle of pelWe it ought not to be otherwise~ 
If the battle Continues in this fashion, it will 
end I)nly in one way. Whoever has the ear of 
~5000 men and women of Bardoli will gain the 
day. 

The Working Committee has to sit and pass 
its j,udgment upon Bardoli's decision. The 
Viceroy has still choice and will have yet another. 
choice given to him. No charge of hurry, want 
of preparation or thought, no charge of dis
eourtesy will it be possible to bring against the 
pedple.of Bardoli. 

Therefore, 
Lead kind]y Light, amid the. encircling 

gloom, 
Lead Thou me on ; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home;. 
Lead Thou me on. 



lVIr. Oandhi's Letter to_ 
Viceroy. 

To 

[ This letter was written in Februaty. I'9H. when 
Budoli had final1y decided to CDibark 

on mCl,SS civil disobecli~ ]. 

HIS EXCELLENCY, 

THE VICEROY 
DELHI. 

$ir, 
Bardoli is a small tehsil in the Surat Di8t~ 

in the Bombay Presidency, having a popuIe.tion 
of about 87,000 all told. 

Qn the 29th ultimo it decided un~6l" tile 
Bresidency of :Mr. Vithalbhai Patel to eJDbal'~ 
on mas. ciril disobedienoe, Jaaviug prove4 it. 
imass for i! in terms 'of the resQ}lltJ.oa .of 1lw 
AU-India Congress Conrqrlttee whicll ~ sf 
~ QuriDg the fira' week of No~w ~. 
Bllt as I am perruws wety -1'1!I8pO~ • 

• rioli'8~, Iwwe it to ~ '-~9L 
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and the public to explain the situati'On und8'l" 
which the decision has been taken. 

It Wa.s intended under the resolution of .the 
All-India. Congress Committee, before referred 
to, to make Bardoli the first unit for plass civil 
disobedience in order to mark the national 
revolt against the Government for its consis
tently criminal refusal to appreciate India's 
resolve regarding the Khilafat, the Punjab and 
Swaraj. 

Then followed the unfortunate and regret
table rioting on the 17th N ovembeJ last in._ 
lJomb9.Y, resulting in the postponement of the 
step contemplated by Bardoli. ". I 

Meanwhile repression of a virulent typ.e hal 
taken place with concurrence of the Govern
ment of India in Bengal, Assam, the United 
Provinces, the Punjab, the Province of Delhi 
and in a way in Bihar and Orissa and elsewhele. 
I know that you have objected to the use of the 
word "repression" for describing the action Qf the 
authorities in these provinces. llf my opinion 
when action is taken which is in exceS8 of the 
requirements of a situation, it is undoubtedly 
repression. The looting of property, assau.lts 
0». innocent people, the brutal treatment of 
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prisoners in ike jails inclwling llogging can U
no sense. be described as lCgQ!l, ei viliz~ or in ally 
W~1 necessary. This officiallawle8sness cannot 
be described by any other term but lawlell 
repression. Intimidation by non-oo-operators or 
their sympathisers to a certain e~tent in connec
tion with hartals and picketing may be admitted 
but in no case can it be held to justify the 
wholesale suppression of peaceful volunteering 
or equally peaceful public meetings under a 
distorted use of an extraordinary law which wal 
passed in order to deal with activities which were 
IDaIiifestly violent both in intention and action, 
nor is it possible to designate as otherwise than 
repression, action tak~n against innocent people 
under what has appeared to many of us ~ 
illegal use of the ordinary law, nor again can the 
administrative interference with the libfJrty of 
$he press under a law that is under promise of 
repeal be l'egarded as anything but repression, 

The immediate task befoJ:e the country, 
therefore, is to rescue from paralysis freedom 
of speech, freedom of association and freedom 
of the press. In tho present mood of the 
Government of India. aud in the present un .. 
prepared stat,e ot the country in reapect, of 
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1JDplete oeairel of tile fOl'tCe& ef violaDoe., DOIl

cso-eperatora were unwilling to have anytaiDg to 
.. with tile 1lalaviya Conference 11FboM obMet 
W&e to laduee Your Excellency..;o emi'tene a 
1Iio1lntt Table Confereace. But as I was aBDOUI 

110 avoid all avoitlable tndfering, I h.ad no aesifa... 
ti01l in &dvising the Working Committee cA. the 
Congress to aecept the reeommendatioae of that 
Conference. Although in my opinion the term._ 
were ,quite in keeping with your own req~ 
l!i.entl as I unde1'8tood. them through yOUI' 

Oaleutta speech and otherwise, you have sy.m· 
man,. rejected the proposal. 

In the circumstances, there is nothing before . 
~ ~ 

the country but to adopt some non-violent me-"ad for the enforoement of its deIn8.nds inclu
ding the elementary rights of free speech, free 
assooi.ation and free press. In my humble opi
nion the reoent events are a clear departure fro. 
the eivili~ polioy laid down by Your Excel
lency at the time of the generous, manly and 
UllOOllditional apology of the Ali Brothers viz., 
that the Government of India should not inter
fere with the activities of non-co-opwation SO 

long as they remained non-violent in word. a.Bd 
cleett Had the Government's poli~ remaiaed 
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MIltJal aad ellow«i public 0}Iini0a to ripen ..... 
have itt full etfeet, it would: haft haen JIOSIible 
to aft'vise postponement of the aioption of oift1 
-disobedience of &D. aggressive .ype till tile Ooa ... 
grass had &equired fuller control over the fercoa 
of'rioleaC8 in. the eountry and _arced ~r 
discipline a.mong the milliol s of its adherents. 
Bat this la.wless repression (in a. way unparalleled 
in the history of this unfortunate country) has 
made the immediate adoption of mae8 civil 
diaobedienee an imperative duty. The Wod"ag 
OC)Inl1ittee of the Con.gress has reatricted it to 
.only certa.in. arMS to he seleated. by me U. 
time a.nd time, a.nd at present it is contiMd. ooJ.1 
10'Bardoli. I ma.y, under said authority, giT8 

my consent at onoe in respeot of a group of 106: 
villageS" in Guutur in the Ma.dras PreRifleftCY. 
provided. they can strictly conform to the coDdi
ti ..... s of non-viol8D.ce, unity among different 
()lasses, the a.d<>ption and manufacture of hand, .. 
spun khadi and untouchability. 

But before the people of Bal'doli aetu.aB1 
'Commence m.&8S ci viI disobedience, I would 1'18-1 

peotfuUy urge you as the head of the Gov .... 
meat of IBdia., fina.lly to revise Y'0'll" p~ic;r _ 
:set free &It the M.oo-operatittg pri8QP.e1'8 "'0 
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.re convicted or under trial for non-Tioleht acti
vitie. and to declare in clear terms a policy of 
ab801u~ non-interference with all non-viqlent 
activities in the oountry whether ij;wy be \regard
ing the redress of the Khila.fat or the Punjab 
wrongs or Swaraj or any other purpose and even 
though they fall under the repressive sections , 
of the Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure 
Code or other repressive laws subject a.lways , to 
the con'dition of non-violence. I would fudiher 
urge you to free the Press from all administrative 
oontrol and to restore all the fines and forfeitures 
recently imposed. In thus urging I am asking 
Your Excellency to do what is being done to-day 
in every country which is deemed to be under 
civilized Government. If you can see your way 
to make the necessary declaration within seven 
days of the date of publication of this manifesto, 
I shall be prepared to ad vise postponement..of 
civil disobedience of an aggressive character, till 
the imprisoned workers have, after their dis
oharge, reviewed the whole situation and ~on
sidered the position de novo. If the Govern
ment 'make the requested declaration I shall 
regard it a~ an honest desire on its part to give 
eftect to publio opinion and shall therefore have 
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no hesitation in advising the country to be an .. 
gaged in furthil mouldIng public opinion with
out. violent restraint from either side and trust 
to its working to secure the fulfilment of its 
unalterable demands. Aggressive civil dis
obedience in that case will be taken up only 
when the Government departs from its policy of 
strictest neutra.lity . or refuses to yield to clearly 
expressed opinion of the vfAlt majority of the 
people of India. 

I rema.in, 
Your Excellency'S faithful 

servant and friend, 
Y. K. GANDHI. 



The Only Issue .. 

• I this article was written to explain why lIr. Gandhi 
wrote the letter to the Viceroy. ] 

It waIf not without deep thought and prayer 
that I wrote the letter to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. It is not a threat because every word 
in it is mea.ut. It is a heartfelt prayer to the 
to the tyrant to de~ilt from evil. Lord Reading 
is not the tyrant. The system of which he is 
himself an unconscious and helpless victim is 
the tyrant. But every system becomes embodied 
in a person. Today it is personified in Lord 
Reading, no matter how unconscious he is of it. 
I have invited him in all humility seriously to 
«msider the position and ask himself whether 
the official lawlessness can in any elBe be justi
iied. Let him turn to the week's summary 
to which the old heading "In Cold Blood" is 
restored. It is all true if the witnesses are not 
all liars. Should these things be ? 

But what of cletiance of authority P Kust 
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defiance (non-violent at least) indeed of authority
be me. by y; .. rl>arou-a and Wiekecl abuse of ii P 

If the Viceroy cannot or will not see such an 
incredibly simple issue must India. sit still ~ 
Defensive civil disobedience must continue at 
any cost. If the whole of India were to ea.,. 
that even peaceful public meetings ma.y not be 
held without permission, that peaceful volunteer 
associations may not be formed. without permis
sion and ths t newspapers cannot be published 
without permission, that prohibition cannot be 
accepted. For a man may not be expected to 
ask for another's leave to hreathe or eat or drink. 
The three things I have mentioned are the 
Lreath, the food and the drink of public life. 



The Crime of Chauri Chaura 
--:0:-.... 

[The tragedy at Chauri Chaura led Mr. Gandhi to 
abandon the idea of launching mass civil disobedience 

sine die. His reasons thereof are beautifully 
put in this article which was written in the 

middle of February, 1922, 'when this 
postponement after final ~ decision 

produced a keen sense of dis
appointment in the hearts 

of the national 
workers. ] 

God has been abundantly kind to me. He 
1l.as warned me the third time that there is not 
.as yet in India that truthful and non- violent 
atmosphere which and which alone C9.n justify 
mass disobedience which can be at all described 
&8 civil which means gentle, truthful, humble, 
knowing, wilful yet loving, never criminal and 
hateful. 

He warned me in 1919 when the Rowla.tt Act 
-agitation was started. Ahmedabad, Viramg-.m, 
and Khed&. erred; Amritsar and Ka.sur erred. I 
retraced my steps, called. it a Himalayan miscaJ. .. 
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enlation, humbled. myself before God and man, 
and stopped. not merely mass civil disobedience 
but 'even my own which I kne'1V was intended. 
to be civil and non-violent. 

The next time it was through the events of 
Bombay that God gave 0. terrific warning. He 
made me eyewitness of the deeds of the Bombay 
mob on the 27th November. The mob acted in 
in the interest of non-co-operation. I announced 
my intention to &1iop the mass civil disobedience 
which was to be immediately started in Bardoli. 
The humiliation: was greater than in 1919. But 
it did me good. I am sure that the nation 
gained by the stopping. India. stood for truth 
and non-violence by the suspension. 

But the bitterest humliliation was still to 
eome. Madras did give the warning, but I 
heeded it not. But God spoke clearly through 
Chauri Chaura. I understand that the cons
tables who were so brutally hacked to death had 
given much provocation. They had even gone 
back upon the word just given by the Inspector 
that they would not be molested, but ~hen the 
pl'0C888ion bad passed the strag~lers were inter
fered with am'r abuaed b1 the coD.8te.bles. The 
former cried atilt for llelp. The I mob returned. 
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"he cblUl~ opened fire. Tae little ~
tion tile)' btl was exhausted and they Jtetb:e4 to 
tbe Thana. for safety. The mob, my informant 
tells me, therefore set fire to the Tllaha. The 
teIf imprisoned constables ha.d t'O come out for 
.Geal' life and 80S they did so, they were h80ked to 
pieces and the ma.ngled remaimi were thrown 
into the raging flames. 

It is cla.i.med that no non-co-operation volun
teer bad a hand in the bruteJity and that. the 
mob bad not only the immediate provocation 
but they ho.1 also general knowledge of the 
high-handed tyramlY of the police in that district. 
No provocation can possihly justify the bl'uta.! 
murder of men who had been rendered deftlnce
les8 and who had virtually thrown themselves 
'On the mercy of the moho . And wben India 
-claims to be non-violent and hopes to mount the 
throne of Liberty through non-violent means, . 
:mob-violence even in answer to grave provoca-
tion is 8. bad augury. Suppose the 'non-violent' 
.n80bedience bf Bardoli was permitted by God to 

.succeed, the Government had abdicr.ted in fav-our 
of the victors of Bardoli, who 'would oontrol 
the unruly element that must be expected to 
perpetrate inhumanity upon due provocation? 
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Non-violen~ a.tt.e.illment. of &elf .. ~vema.t 
ptesuppbaes a non-violent control over the 
vi.Dl~nt elements in the country. Non-violeat 
non-oo-operators can only Ilucceed when th., 
have succeeded in attaining control over the hooli
gans of India, in other words, when the latter 
also have learnt patriotically or religiously to 
refrain from their violent activities, at least 
whilst the campaign of nOll-CO- operation is going 
on. The tragedy at Chauri Chaura, therefore, 
roused me thoroughly. 

, But what about your manifesto to the Vice
roy and your rejoinder to his reply?' spoke the 
voice of Satan. It was the bitterest cup of 
humiliation to drink. 'Surely it is cowardly to 
withtlraw the next day after pompous threats to 
the Government and promises to the people of 
Bardoli.' Thus Satan's invitation was to dSlll 
Truth and therefore Religion, to deny God 
R~self. I put my doubts 'and troubles before the 
W oddng Committee and other associates whom 
I ,found near me. They did not all agree l'fith 
m~ at first. Some of them pl'obably d.o not ,ey • .. 
~ow agree with me. But never has a man beau 
bles8~ perhaps, with colleagues -.nd &860cia_ 
eo .. conslder.te, ~ ·.forsfving all have. They 

" 
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MderstoQd m, aifJieulty awl patiently I.U&We4 
... Mgument. The reawlt is before tIie pttbh 
ia th@ slui.pe of the resolutWna of tae Worliing 
~i:J;tee. The drastic rever~ of prt.clieall, 
.. whole of the aggresaive prograJDJne _y be 
piica.lly unsound and unwise, bui, 6ere is 8.0 

4A>llht that it is religiously soun~ aad 1 Tenture 
to. assure the doubters tha.t the COWltry will 
have ga.ined by my humiliation and confessjoJl 
of error. 

The only virtue I want to claim is Truth and 
liGl.J..ooviolence. I lay no claim. to sUJlerhuman 
powers. I W8J1t none. I wear the same COI'

ruptible flesh that the weakest of my fellow 
~ing8 wears and am therefore as liable to erF 
u my. My servieea have many limitations, but 
Qod; h.as upto now blesaed them in spite of the 
~e4\tionli. 
, F<.>r, oonfession 01 error i,sI like a. broom that , 
aweeps a. ... ay dirt a.n.d. leaves the rMW8Ce cleaner 
ijua befQJ!6. 1 feel stronger tot my eonfessioll • 
.w the ea.lI&6 must prosper for tile retracillg. 
N~er has man ~ Ilia d.esti1le.tion by 
~ai.s.e.e in ,AaViatiOD J.m1rl the .~ 
pth.. 

It has been qrp tbat Cbaaa 9aa,..'~ 
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atIaut ' BardoK~ ., thete is ~ ~tit is '~ 

~t if JJ&l'dbliiB ·weak ~hto ~ ""',. 
by .cbauri Chaur& and is bettayed into n~' 

I ha .. ~e:rw doubtwhatsoever on that aOOOlJ.nii' 
The people. of Bardoli are ill rtJ.1 opinion the 
most peaceful in India.. But Bardoli is bUt 
& speck on the map of India. lts efIortoatmot 
aueoeoo unless there is perfeet ' non"oo-oJliElra'" 
tion from the other parts. Bardoli's disobedience 
will be. civil only when the oth~ parts of India 
l'6main non-violent. Just as the addition of Il 
grain 'of a.rsenic to a pot of milk renders it unfit 
as , food so will tlie civility of Bardoli ptoveun .... 
acceptable by the addition of the deadly polson 
from Chauri Chaura. The latter represents 
India. as much as Ba.rdoli. 

Chauri Chaura i~ after all an aggravated 
symptom. I haye never imagined that there hu 
been no violence, mental or physiC8.l, in the plaeel 
.blare repression is going on. Only I havebew: 
Heved, I ·' . still believe and the pages of Young 
h,dlaamply prove, that the ·tepresSlon . ..i~ 
oU~ of all proportion to the ;insignifleant~,.~ 
VWleneem the . tlre&S' of tep~ion. IDiie~:'( 
mined·oh~"·t>fltl~ngs in' proJ(bi1ietl' ~;;l 
__ 9t i»lI"¥£bt".i''P1$ nolen.¥;, .J .,*i'~ 
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ri»g to is the tluowing of brickbats Of httimida-
iion &J,1d. coercion practised in stray cases. As & 

JU,tter of fact in civil disobedience tht1."e fh9uld 
~ DO excitement. Civil dis~enc$ "is & 

p-eparation for mute suffering. Its eiiect is 
marvellous though unperceived and g'entle. But 
I regarded certain amount of excite~ent as ' 
inevitable. certain amount of unintended violence 
even tw'donable, i. e. I did not consider ci vii 
dOObedience impossible in somewhat imperfect 
e»nditions. Under perfect conditions disobedience 
.hen civil is hardly felt. But the present move ... 
ment is admittedly a dangel'ous'experiment un4er 
fail'Iy adverse conditions. 

The tragedy of Cham'i Chaura is l'ea.lly the 
index finger. It shows the way India. may easily 
go, if drastic precautions be not taken. If we 
are Dot to evolve violence out of non-violence, it 
ia quite clear that we must ru;stily retrace our 
steps and fe--establish an atmosphere of peace, 
re-arrange our programme and not think of star .. 
ting mass civil disobedience until we are sure of 
peace being retained inlilpite of p1ass civil disobe
d.ienoe being stax·ted and inspite of Government 
prov()Cation. yt e mUBt be sure of unauthorised 
portions not ata.rting mass civil disQbed.ieJloo. 


