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As it is, the Congress organisation is still im-
perfect and its instructions are still perfunctorily
carried out. 'We have not established Uongress
Committees in every one of the villages. Where
we have, they are not perfectly amenable to our
instructions. 'We have not probably more than
one crore of members on the roll. We are in the
middle of February, yet not many have paid the
annual four annas subscription for the current
year. Volunteers are indifferently enrolled. They
do not conform to all the conditions of their
pledge. They do not even wear hand-spun and
hand-woven khaddar. All the Hindu volunteers
have not yet purged themselves of the sin of un-
touchability. All are not free from the "taint of
violence. Not by their imprisonment are we
going to win Swaraj or serve the holy cause of
the Khilafat or attain the ability to stop payment
to faithless servants. Some of us err inspite
ourselves. But soms others among us sin wils
fully. They join volunteer corps well knowing
that they are not and do not intend to remain
non-violent. We are thus untruthful even as wa
hold the Government to be untruthfal. We
dare not enter the kingdom of Liberty with mors
lip homage to Truth and Non-violence.
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Suepension of mass civil disobedience and
subsidence of excitement are necessarry for fur-
ther progress, indeed indispensable to prevent
further retrogression. I hope, theyefore, that by
suspension every Congress man or woman will
not only not feel disappointed but he or she
will feel relieved of the buiden of unreality and
of national sin.

Let the opponent glory in our humiliation or
so-called defeat. It is better to be charged with
cowardice and weakness than to be guilty of de-
pial of our oath and sin against God. It is
mildion times better to appear untrue before the
world than to be untrue to ourselves.

And s0, for me the suspension of mass civil
disobedience and other minor activities that were
galculated to keep up excitement is not enough
pengnce for my having been the instrument,
howsoever involuntary, of the brutal violence by
the people at Chauri Cltaura.

I must undergo personal cleansing. I must
become a fitter instrument able to register the
alightest variation in the moral atmosphere about
me. My prayers must have much deeper truth
and humility about them than they evidence.
Ang for me there is nothing so helpful and clean-
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sing as a fast accompained by the necessary
mental co-operation.

I know that theé mental attitude is every-
thing. Just as a prayer may be merely a ms-
chanical intonation as of a bird, so may a fast
be a mere mechanical torture of the flesh.
Such mechanical contrivances are valueless
for the purpose intended. Agsin, jusk
a8 a mechanical chant may result in the
modulation of voice, a mechanical fast may
result in purifying the body. Neither will touch
the soul within.

But a fast undertaken for fuller self-expres-
sion, for attainment of the spirit’s supremacy
over the flesh, is a most powerful factor in one’s
evolution. After deep consideration, therefore,
I am imposing on myself a five days’ continuous
fast permitting myself water. It commenced om
Sunday evening, it ends on Friday evening. This
is the least I must do.

I have taken into consideration the All-India
Congress Committee meeting in front of me. I
have in mind the anxious pain even the five
days’ fast will canse many friends; but I ean
no longer postpone the penanee nor lessen it.

I wrge co-workers not to copy my example..
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The motive in their case will be lacking. They
are not the originators of civil disobedienee. I
am in the unhappy position of a surgeon proved
skilless to deal with an admittedly dangerous
case. I must either abdicate or acquire greater
skill. Whilst the personal penance is not only
necessary but obligatory on me, the ex-
amplary self-restraint prescribed by the Work-
ing Committtee is surely sufficient penance for
every one else. It is mo small penance and if
sincerely carried out, it can become infinitely
more real and better than fasting. What can be
richer and more fruitful than a greater fulfil-
ment of the vow of non-violence in thought,
word, and deed or the spread of that spirit P It
will he more than food for me during the week
to observe that comrades are all silently and
without idle discussion, engaged in fulfilling the
constructive programme sketched by the Work-
ing Committee, in enlisting Congress members
after making sure that they understand the
Congress creed of truth and mnon-violence
for the attainment of Swaraj, in daily and
religiously spinning for a fixed time, in intro-
ducing the wheel of prosperity and freedom in
every home, in visiting ‘untouchable’ homes and
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finding out their wants, in inducing national
schools to receive ‘untouchable’ children, in or-
ganising social service specially designed to find.
a common platform for every variety of man
and woman, andJn visiting the homes which the
drink curse is desolating, in establishing real
Panchayats an® in organising national schools
on a proper footing. The workers will be better
®engaged in thesd.activities than in fasting. I
hope, therefore, that no one will join me in
fasting, either through false sympathy or an
ignorant conception of the spiritual value of
fasting.

All fasting and all penance must as far as
possible be secret. But my fasting is both a
penance and a punishment, and a punishment
has to be public. It is penance for me and
punishment for those whom I try to serve, for
whom I love to live and would equally love to
die. They have unintentionally sinned against
the laws of the Congress though they were
sympathisers if not actually connected with it.
Probably they hacked the constables—their coun-
trymen and fellow beings—with my name on their
lips. The only way love punishes is by suffer-
ing. I cannot even wish them to be arrested.
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But I would let them know that I would suffer
for their breach of the Congress creed. I would
advise those who feel guilty and repemtant to.
‘hsnd themselves voluntarily to the Government
for pumshment and make a cleag confession. I
hope that the workers in the Gorakhpur district
will leave no stone unturned tind out the evil-
doers and urge them to delivét’ themselves into
custody. But whether the mygrderers accept my
advice or not, I would like(them to know that
they have seriously interfered with Swaraj
operations, that in being the cause of the
postponement of the movement in Bardoli, they
have injured the very cause they probably in-
tended to serve. I would like them to know,
to0, that this movement is not a cloak or a pre-
paration for violence. I would, at any rate,
suffer every humiliation, every torture, absolute
ostracism and death itself to prevent the move-
ment from becoming violent or a precursor of
violence. I make my penance public also be-
cause I am now denying myself the opporfunity
of sharing their lot with the prisoners. The
immediate issue has again shifted, we can no
longer press for the withdrawal of notifications
or discharge of prisoners. They and we must
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suffer for the crime of Chauri Chaura.  The
Jincident proves, whether we wish it or no, the
unity of life. All, including even the adminis-
trators, must suffer. Chauri Chaura must stiffen
the Government, must still further corrupt the
police, and the reprisals that will follow must
further demoralise the people. The suspension
and the penance will take us back to the position
.we occupied before the tragedy. By strict dis-
cipline and purification we regain the moral
confidence required for demanding the - with-
drawal of uotifications and the discharge of
prisoners.

If we learn the full lesson of the tragedy,
we can turn the curse into a blessing. By be-~
coming truthful and noun-violent, both in spirit
and deed, and by making the swadeshi i. e. the
khaddar programme complete, we can establish
full Swaraj and redress the Khilafat and the
Punjab wrengs without a single person having
to offer civil disobedience.



Our Laxity.

03

{ This article which was written in February, 1922, was
meant to warn the national workers against the lack
of self-discipline in some cases and the laxity
in conforming to the Congress conditions,

e. g. wearing Khaddar, believing in
non-violence etc, ]

A reliable correspondent writes to me saying
that in Allahabad and Benares the voluntears
have been enlisted without regard to their quali-
fications. Hardly 50 could be found dressed in
handspun khaddar from top to toe. Some more
could be found wearing khaddar for outer
covering, all the rest being foreign cloth. The
same correspondent says that some of the volun-
teers do not mind an occasional drink and that
they are not tested as to their belief in non-
violence and that in many instances the local
Congress officials have lost control over them.
It bas been officially reported that there are
96,000 voluteers enlisted in the United Provin-
ces. If it is a fact that there are so many volun«
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teers on the roll and that the vast majority of:them
do not conform to the Congress conditions, they
are worse than useless. The complaints men-
tioned by me are formidable, yet as a matter
of fact, I have not exhausted them all. The
same news comes from Calcutta, again from a
reliable source. My informant tells me that
hundreds who have gone to jail know "nothing
about the pledge, are not dressed in khaddar,
arc not dressed even in Indian mill cloth but
have gone to jail wearing foreign cloth, and
that they have had mno training in non-violence..
A correspondent from Rohtak writes bitterly
complaining that in many parts of that distriet
the volunteers do not obey iustructions and
make the position of Congress officials most
difficult and embarrassing.

If one-tenth of these complaints is true
I fear that we have not been able to cope with
the wonderful awakening and to bring under
coutrol all the new additions to the Congress.
organisation. It is possible that it is mnobody’s
fault that this is so. The Government preci-
pitated a crisis by hurling the uotifications
about public meetings and volunteers at wus,
The challenge had to be and was taken up,
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New aud inexperienced men found thernselves
olothed with office and they were called upon
to deal with & orisis which would have faxed -to
its utmost the capacity even of the™ experienced
leaders withdrawn from public guidance.

- 'There is much to be said in favour of this
srgunment. No one need therefore be blamed, but
we must not blink the facts. On the contrary
we must face them sternly, boldly and set our
own house in order. No army in the world has
_yet marched to victory, which has not consisted
of soldiers possessing the qualities expected of
them. An army of peace has greater need to
axhibit the qualities laid down for its soldiers.
It would not do to retort that the standard is too
high. A recruiting officer who takes recruits
below the standard renders himself guilty of
dishonesty, if he takes such recrnits knowingly.
Al he can do is to report to the head-quarters
that be cannot get recruits on the conditions
presaribed, but on no acéount will he be justified
in departing fron them.

The conditions laid down by the Congress
were read by myself in detail to the whole audi-
enve last December in the Ccngress pandal:
They were etxhaustively discussed by the All-

§
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India Congress Committee and the Working
Committee and then they were explained by me
to the delegates and visitors from the different’
provinces at numerous informal diseussions. The
plea of impossibility of fulfilment cannot there-
fore be accepted. The delegates knew what they
were about. They were nearly 6,000, They
came to repr:sent their respective constituencies
and there should have been no difficulty about
the fulfilment of the conditions.

I should personally be satisfied with 300
volunteers thoroughly understanding and com«
plying with the conditions, but I should not care
t0 lead a struggle with 30,000 volunteers who
know nothing of and care less about the condi~
tions. The reason is obvious. In the one case
I have at least 300 stalwarts to support me, in
the other case I have to carry a burden of 30,000
men, not volnnteers, who are a drag upon me.
The 300 would help me, would obey instructions;
but 80,000 will certainly not carry out instruc-
tions and may throttle me. We must therefore
onck for all make up our minds that all the' reso-
lutions which are passed by the Oongregs Work-
ing Committee have to be fulfilled htarally
They are part of a swift and practiosl pro-
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gramme upon whose due fulfilment rests the
future of India, the redress of the Khilafat and
the Punjab wrongs and the attainment of Swaraj.
Resolutions by themselves mean nething if they
are not to be carried out in full. We used to
complain when our Tesolutions which were in
days gone by addressed to the Government were
not carried out by it. Who is to complain when
resolutions voluntarily and deliberately passed
by us are not carried out by ourselves ? I, there-
fore, strongly advise all Congress and Khilafat
organisations to see that they are strictly en-
forced in their respective jurisdictions. If they
do not, it is they who will endanger the move-
ment and no one else. Itis for us to make or
mar the future.



Non-Violence.

—— 00—

[ Just before his arrest Mr, Gandhi wrote this article
to explain at a great length the doctrine of
Non-violence he so passionately advocates,]

When a person claims to be nonsviolent, he
is expected mot to be angry with one who has
injured him. He will not wish him harm ; he
will wish him well ; he will not swear at him ; he
will not cause him any physical hurt. He will
put up with all the injury to which he is sub-
jected by the wrong-doer. Thus uon-violence
is complete innocence. Complete non-violence
is complete absence of ill.will against all that
lives. It therefore embraces even sub-human
life not excluding noxious insects or beasts.
They have not been created to feed our destrue+
tive propensities. If we ounly knew the mind
of the Creator, we should ,find their proper place
in His crealion. Non-violence is, therefgre, in
its active form good~w111 towards all life. Tt is
pure Love I read it in the Hindu Serighures, in
the Bible, in the Koran. ‘

Noun-violence is a perfect mte.;m s goal

6
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towards which all maukind moves maturally
though unconsciously. Man does mot become
divine when he personifies innocence in himself.
Only, then does he become truly Man. Im our
preseut state we are partly men end pa.rtly
asts and in our ignorance and eveu arrogance
uy that we tiuly fulfil the .purpose of our
gpecies, when we deliver blow for blow and
develop the measure of anger required for
fhe purpose. We pretend to believe that
retaliation is the law of our being, whereas in
every scripture we find that retaliation is no-
where obligatory but only permissible. It is res-
traint that is obligatory. Retaliation is indnl-
genoe'requiring elaborate regulating. Res'raint

is the law of our being. For, highest perfec-
‘hon is unattainable without highest restraint.
ﬂuﬁenng is thus the badge of the human
tribe.

The goal ever recedes from us. The greater
thepmgress, the greater the recoguition of our
wnworthiness. Satisfaction lies in the effort; nos
in the attainment. Full effort is full vietory, .

. Therefore though I realise more than ever
how far 1 sm from that goal, for me the Law of
campletd, Jove is the law of my being. Each
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time I fail, my effort shall be all the more deter-
mined for my failure.

But I am not preaching this final law
through the Congress or the Khilafat organin-
tion. I know my own limitations only teo welli
I know that any such attempt is foredoomed to
failure. To expect a whole mass of men and
women to obey that law all at once is not to know
its working. But I do preach from the Congress
platform the deductions of the Law. What the
Congress and the Khilafat organisations have
accepted is but a fragment of the implications of
that Law. Given true workers, the limited
measure of its application can be realised in
respect of vast masses of people within a short
time. But the little measure of it to be true
must satisfy the same test as the whole. A drop
of water must yield to the analyst the same re-
sult as a lakeful. The natuie of my non-violence
towards “my brother cannot be different from
that of my non-violence to the universe. When 1
extend the love for my brother to the whole um
verse, it must still satisfy the same test.

A particular practice is a policy when'its
application is limited to time or spsce. Highest

policy is therefore fullest practice. But honesty
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o4 policy while it lasts is net anything different
Trom honesty as a creed. A merchant believing
in honesty as a policy will sell the same measure
and guality of cloth to the yard as a merchant
with honesty as a creed. The difference between
the two is that the political merehant will leave
his honesty when it does not pay, the believing
ane will continue it even fthough he should lose
his all.

The political non-violence of the non-co-
operator does not stand this test in the vast
majority of cases. Hence the prolongation of
the struggle. Let no one hlame the unbending
English nature. The hardest ‘fibre’ must melt
in the fire of love. I cannot be dislodged from
the position because I know it. When British
or other nature does not respond, the fire is not
strong enough, if it is there at all.

Our non-violence need not he of the strong,
but it #as to be of the truthiul. We nust not
iptend harm to the English or $o oir co-opera-
ting countrymen if and whilst we claim to.be non-
violent. But the majority of us have intended
harm, and we have refrained from doing it
because of our weakness or under the ignorant
belief .that mere refraining from physical hurt
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pledge of non-violence excludes the possibility of
future retaliation. S8ome of us seem unfortunate-
ly to have merely postponed the date of
revenge.

Let me not be misunderstood. I do not say#
that the policy of non-violence excludes the
possibility of revenge when the policy is aban-
doned. But it does most emphatically exoclude
the possibility of future revenge after a suocess-
ful termination of the struggle. Therefore,
whilst we aré pursuing the policy of non-
violence, we are bound to be a.cf.ively friendly
to English administrators and their e¢>-operators.
I felt ashamed when I was told that in some
parts of India it was not safe for Englishmen
or well-known co-operators to 1nove about
safely. The disgraceful scenes that took place
at a recent Madras meeting were a complete
denial ‘of non-violence. Those who howled
down the Chairman because he was supposed te
have insulted me, disgraced themselves and
their policy. They wounded the heast of their
friend and helper, Mr. Andrews. They injured
their own cause. If the Chairman believed that
I was a scoupdrel, he had a perfect right {o say
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s0: JIgnorance is no provocation. Bui a non-
vo-operator is pledged to put up with the
gravest provocation. Provocation there would
be, when I act scoundrel-like. I grant that it
will be enough to absolve every non-co-operator
"from the pledge of non-violence and that any
non-co-operator will be fully justified in taking
my life for misleading him.
1t may be that even cultivation of such limi-
ted non-violence is impossible in the majority of
cases. It may be that we must not expect
people even out of self-interest not tointend
harm to the opponent whilst they are doing
none. 'We must then, to be honest, clearly give
up the use of the word ‘non-violence’ in connec-
tion with our struggle. The alternative need
not be immediate resort to violence. But the
people will not then be called upon to subject
themselvss to any discipline in non-violence. A
perscn like me will not then feel called upon to
shoulder the responsibility,for Chauri Chaura.
The school of limited non-violence will then still
flourish in its obscurity but without the terrible
burden of responsibility it carries to-day
But if non-violence is to remain the policy of
the nation, for its fair name and that of huma-
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nity, we are bound to carry it out to the letter
and in the spirit.

And if we intend to follow out the policy, if
we believe in it, we must then quickly make
up with the Englishmen and the oco-opera«
tors. We must get their certificate that
they feel absolutely safe in our midst and
that they mhay regard us as friends although
we belong to a radically different school of
thought and politics. @~ We must welcome
them to our political platforms as honeoured
guests. We must meet them on neutral plat-
forms as comrades. We must devise methods
of such meeting. Our non-violence must not
breed violence, hatred and ill-will. We stand
like the rest of fellow mortals to be judged by
our works. A programme of nou-violence for
the attainment of Swara] necessarily means
ability to conduct our affairs on non-violen$
lines. That means inculcation of a spirit of obe-
dience. Mr. Churchill, who understands only
the gospel of fores, is quite right in saying that
the Irish problem is different in character from
the Indian. He means in effect that the Irish
having fought their way to their Swaraj through
violence will be well able to maintain it by wvio-
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Jenoe, if need be, India, on the other hand, if
she wins Swara] in reality by non-violence,
must be: able to maintain it chiefly by non-
violent means. This Mr. Churchil¥ can hardly
believe to be possible unlesss India proves her
ability by an ocular demonstration of the prin-
ciple. Such a demonstration is impossible, un-.
less non-violence has permeated society so that
people in their corporate, i.e. political life
respond to non-violence, in other words, eivil
instead of military authority, as at present,
gains predominance.

Swara] by non-violent means can therefore
never mean an interval of chaos and anarchy.
8Swaraj by non-violence must be a progressively
peaceful revolutipn such that the transfer-
ance of power from a close corporation to the
people’s representatives will be as natural as the
dropping of a fully ripe fruit from a well
nurtured tree. 1 say again that such a thing
may be quite impossible of attainment. But I
know that nothing less is the implieation of non-
violence. And if the present workers do not
believe in the probability of achieving such
comparatively non-vioclent atmosphere, they
ghould drop the non-violent programme and
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frame another which is wholly different in
character. If we approach our programme with
the, mental reservation that after all we shall
wrest the power from the British by force of
arms, then we are untrue to our profession of
non-violence. If we believe in our programme,
we are hound to believe that the British people
are not- unamenable to the force of affection as
they are undoubtedly amenable to force of arms.
For the unbelievers, the Councils are undoubted-
ly the school of learning with their heavy pro-
gramme of humiliations spread over a few
generations or a rapid but bloody revolution
probably never witnessed before in the world.
I have no desire to take part in such a revolu-
tion. I will not be a willing ,instrument for
promoting it. The choice, in my opinion, lies
between honest non-iiolence with non-co-opera~
tion as its necessary corollary or reversion to
responsive co-operation, i. e. co-operation cum
obstruction.



The Death Dance.

H K bt

[ The budget for 1922—23 showed a deficit of 34
crores. In order to recover this deficit salt
tax and other taxes were enhanced.

This article was written on that
occasion to explain the exhi-
laration of the Bureau-
cratic dance ]

‘Why is there this chorus of condemnation
of the doubling of the salt tax and other taxes
on the necessaries of life? Wonder is expressed
that now there is no apology even offered for
the terrific military charges of sixty-two crores.
The fact is, it is impossible to offer apology for
the inevitable. The military charges must grow
with the growing consciousness of the nation.

{ The military is not required for the defence of
India. But it is required for the forcible im-
position of the English exploiters upon India.
That is the naked truth) Mr. Montagu has
bluntly but honestly stated it. The refiring
President of the Bengal Chsmber of Commerce
has said it and so has the Governor of Bombay.



(9 )

They want to trade with us not upon our terms
but upon their terms.

It is the same thing whéther it is done with
the kid glove on or without it. The Councils
are the kid glove. We must pay for the glove.
The reforms hang upon us like an incubus.
They cover a multitude of defects including the
blood-sucking salt tax.

They say to us, ‘We propose to hold India
whether you wish it or not.’ We believe that
that all this is for our good. We think we can-
not keep from fighting one another without the
protecting power of the British arms. And so,
being afraid to die at the hands of our brothers,
wo are content to live as bondmen.

( It would be a thousand times better for us
to be ruled by a military dictator than to have
the dictatorship concealed under sham councils
and assemblies. They prolong the agony and
increase the expenditureg If we are so anxious
to live, it would be more honourable to face the
truth and submit to unabashed dictation than to
pretend that we are slowly becoming free. There
is no such thing as slow freedom. Freedom is
like a birth. Till we are fully free, we are
slaves. All birth takes place in a moment.)

#
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What is this dread of the Congress but the
dread of the coming freedom P The Congress
has become s grim feality. And therefore it, has
to be destroyed, law or no law.™ If only sufi-
cient terror can be struck into the hearts of the
people, the exploitation can last another century.
It is another question whether India itself can
last that time under the growing strain or whe-
ther the people must during that time die like
flies. When a man begins to eat a cocoanut, he
is not called upon to be tender to the kernel.
When he has carved out the last bit, he throws
away the shell. We do not consider it heartless

Kformauoe. No more does the trader copsider

at he takes from the helpless buyer. A heart-
less performance—there never is any heart about
it. The tfrader takes all he can and goes his
way. Itis all a matter of bargain.

The councillors want their fares and extras,
the ministers their salaries, the lawyers their
fees, the suitors their decrees, the parents such
education for their boys as would give them
status in the present life, the millionaires want
facilities for multiplying their millions and the
rest their unmsnly peace. The whole revolves
beautifully round the central corporation. It
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is » giddy dance from which nn one cares to free
himself and so, as the speed increases, the
exhilaration is the greater.  But it is a death
dance and the exhilaration is induced by
‘the rapid heartbeat of a patient who is about
to expire.

The expenditure is bound to grow so long as
the dance continues. I should not be surprised
if the increase is also laid upon the broad shoul-
ders of non-co-operators., For them there is
only one lesson. They may look upon the
inciease with philosophic calmness, if they
will be but true to their creed. The only way
they can prevent it, the only way it will ever
be prevented is the way of non-violence. For
the gieatest part of non-co-operation is with-
drawal from the organised violence on which
the Government is based. If we want to
organise violence to match that of the Govern-
ment, we must be prepared to incur greater
expenditure even than the latter. We may not
convince all the dancers of the fatal doom
awaiting them, but we must be able to convince
the masses who take part in it and sell their
freedom tb buy so-called peace. This we can
énly do by showing them that non-violence is
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the way to freedom—not the forced nog-
violence of the slave, but the willing non-
violence of the brave and the free.



If 1 am Arrested.

H

| This article appeared in “Young India” just on the
eve of Mr. Gandhi's arrest tn advise his country-
men about their fufure work after his arrest, ]

The rumour has been revived that my arrest
is imminent. It is said to be regarded as a
mistake by some officials that I was not arrested
when I was to be, i. . on the 11th or 12th of
February and that the Bardoli decision ought
not to have been allowed to affect the Govern-
ment’s programme. It is said, too, thatit is
now no longer possible for the Government to
withstand the ever rising agitation in London
for my arrest and deportation. I myself cannot
see how the Government can avoid arresting me
if they want a permanent abanddnment of civil
disobedience whether individual or mass.

I advised the Working Committee to suspend
mass civil disobedience at Bardoli because that
disobedience would not have been civil, and if
I am now advising all provincial workers to
suspend -even individual civil disobedience,
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it is because I know that any disobedience at
the present stage will be not civil but criminal.
A tranquil atmosphere is an indispensable condi-
tion of civil disobedience. It is~humiliating for
me to discover that there is a spirit of violence
abroad and that the Government of the United
‘Provinces has been obliged to enlist additional
police for avoiding a repetition of Chauri Chaura.
T do mot say that all that is claimed to have
bappened has happened, but it is impossible to
ignore all the testimony that is given in proof
of the growing spirit of violence in some parts
of those provinces. In spite of my political
differences with Pundit Hridayanath Kunzru, I
regard him to be above wilful perversion of
truth. I consider him to be one of the most
capable among public workers. He is not a man
to be easily carried away. When, therefore, he
gives an opinion upon anything, it immediately
arrests my attention. Making due allowance
for the colouring of his judgment by reason of
his pro-Government attitude, I am unable to
dismiss his report of the Chauri Chaura tragedy
as unworthy of consideration. Nor is it possible
to ignore letters received from Zemindars and
and others informing me of the violent tempepr*
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ment amd ighorant lawlessness in the United
Provinces. I have before me the Bareilly
report signed by the Congress Secretary.
Whilst the  authorities  behaved like
madmen and forgot themselves in their fit
of anger, we are not, if that report is to be
believed, without fault. The volunteer proces-
sion was not a civil demonstration. It was
insisted upon in spite of a sharp division of
opinion in our own ranks. Though the crowds
that gathered were not violent, the spirit of
the demonstration was undoubtedly violent.
It was an impotent show of force wholly un~
necessary for our purpose and hardly a prelude
to civil disobedience. That the authorities
could have handled the procession in a better
spirit, that they ought not to have interfered
with the Swaraj flag, that they ought not to
have objected to the use of the Town Hall
which was town property as Congress offices in
view of the fact that it had been so used for
some months with the permission of the Town
Council, is all very true. But we have ceased
te give credit to the authorities for common or
reasonsble sense. On the coutrary, we have
vet ourselvss against them because we expect
"
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pothing but unreason and violence from them, and
Xknowing that the authorities would act no better
than they did, we should have refrained ffom
all the previous irritating demonstrations. That
the U, P. Government are making a mountain
out of a mole-hill, that they are discounting
their own provocation and the provocation given
by the murdered men at Chauri Chaura is noth-
ing new. All that I am concerned with is that
it is not possible for us to claim that; we bave
given them no handle whatsoever. It is there-
fore as a penance that civil disobedience has been
suspended. But if the atmosphere clears up,
the people realise the full value of the adjective
‘eivil’ and become in reality non-violent both in
spirit and in deed, and if I find that the Govern-
ment still do not yield to the people’s will, I
shall certainly be the first person to advocate
individual or mass civil disobedience as the case
may be. There is no escape from that duty
without the people wishing to surrender their
birthright.

I doubt the sincerity of Englishmen who are
horn fighters when they declaim against civil
disobedience as if it was a diabolical crime to be
punished with exemplary severity. If they have
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glorified armed rebellions and resorted to them
on due occasions, why are many of them wupin
arms against the very idea of ¢ivil resistance ?
I can understand their saying that the attain-
ment of a non-violent atmosphere is a virtual
impossibility in India. I do not believe it, but
I can appreciate such an objection. What, how-
ever, is beyond my comprehension is the deadset
made against the very theory of civil disobedi-
ence as if it was something immoral. To expect
me to give up the preaching of civil disobedience
is to ask me to give up preaching peacs, which
would be tantamount to asking me to commit
suicide.

I have now been told that the Government
are compassing the destruction of the three week-
lies which I am conducting, viz, Young /ndia,
Gujarati Nava Jivan and Hindi Nava Jivan.
I hope that the rumour has no foundation,
I claim that these three journals are insistently
preaching nothing but peace and good-will. Ex-
traordinary care is taken to give nothing but
truth as I find it, to the readers. Every inadver-
tent inaccuracy is admitted and corrected. The
circulation of all the weeklies is daily growing,
The conductors are voluntary workers, in some
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cases taking mo salary whatsover and in the
others peceiving mere maintenance money. ' Pro-
fits are all returned to the subscribers in sofne
shape or other, or are utilised for s5mo eonstruc-
tive public activity or other. I cannot say that
I shall not feel a pang if these journals cease
to exist. But it is the easiest thing for the
Government to put them out. The publishers
and printers are all friends and co-workers. My
compact with them is that the moment Govern-
ment asks for security, that moment the news-
papers must stop. I am conducting them
upon the assumption that whatever view the
Government may take of my activities, they
at least give me credit for preaching through
these newspapers nothing but the purest non-
violence and truth according to my lights.
I hope, however, that whether the Govern-
ment arrest me or whether they stop by direct
or indirect means the publication of the three
journals, the public will remain unmoved. It
is a matter of no pride or pleasure to me but
one of humiliation that the Governmeat refain
from arresting me for fear of an outbreak of
universal violence and awful alaugther that any
-auth outbreak must involve. It would be &
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sad commentary upon my preaching of and upon
the Congress and Khilafat pledge of, non-vio-

lenoe, if my incarceration was to be a signal for
a storm all over the country.  Burely, it would
be a demonstration of India's unreadiness
for a peaceful rebellion. It would be a triumph
for the bureaucracy, and it would be almost a
final proof of the correctness of the position
taken up by the Moderate friends, viz, that
India can never be prepared fur non-violent
disobedience. I hope therefore that the Congress
and Khilafat workers will strain every nerve and
show that all the fcars entertained by the Govern-
and their supporters were totally wrong. I
promise that such act of self-restraint will take
us many a mile towards our triple goal.

There should therefore be no hartals, no
noisy demonstrations, no processions. I would
regard the observance of perfect peace on my
arrest as a mark of high honour paid to me by my
countrymen. What I would love to see, how-
ever, is the constructive work of the Congress
going on with clockwork regularity and the
speed of the Punjab Express. I would love to
see people who have hitherto kept back, volun-
tarily discarding all their foreign cloth and

W,
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imaking a bonfire of it. Let them fulfil the
whole of the constructive programme framed at
Bardoli, and they will not only release me and
other priscners, but they will also inaugurate
Swaraj and secure redress of the Khilafat and
the Punjab wrongs. Let them remember the
four pillars of Swaiaj: Non-violence, Hindu-
Moslem-Sikh-Parshi-Christian-Jew unity, total
removal of untouchability and manufacture of
hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar completely
displacing foreign cloth.

I do not know that my removal from their
midst will not be a benefit to the people. In
the first instance, the superstition about the
possession of supernatuial powers by me will be
demolished. Secondly, the belief that people
have accepted the non-co-operation programme
cnly under my irfluence and that they have ne
independent faith in it will be disproved.
Thirdly, our capacity for Swaraj will be proved
by our ability to conduct our activities in spite
of the withdrawal even of the originator of the
current programme. Fourthly and selfishly, it
will give me a quite and physical rest, whick
perhaps I deserve. ’

——
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Deshbhakta’s Arrest.

Just at the time of going to the press, I
received the telegraphic news that Deshbhakta
Konda Venkatappoyya has been arrested. He
is the greatest and the best among the Andhras.
His fault was that he loved India better than
his ease. I congratulaie the Deshbhakta and
the Andhra friends. This great servant of the
nation will have well-earned rest and the cause
will prosper in spite of his withdrawal from our
midst. For though his body can be imprisoned
by the Government, they cannot take away his
spirit from our midst. M. K. G.



To Hakimji

e

The following letter has been addressed: hy
Mr. Gandhi to Hakim Ajmal Khan :—

Sabarmati Jail, 12th March 192,

My dear Hakimji,

Since my arrest this is the first letter I have
commenced to write after having ascirtained
that under the Jail Rules I am entitled to write
as may letters as I like as an under-trial prisoner,
Of course you know that Mr. Shankerlal Banker
is with me. I am happy that heis with me.
Every one.knows how near he has come to me—
naturally, therefore, both of us are glad that we
have been, arrested together.

I write this fo you in your capacity asC hair-
man of the Working Committee and, therefore,
leader of both Hindus and Mussalmans or better
still of all India.

I write to you also as one of the foremost
leaders of Mussalmans, but above all I write
this to you as an esteemed friend. I have had
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the privilege of knowing you since 1915. Our
daily growing association has enabled me to
prize your friendship as a treasure. A staunch
Mussalman, you have shown in your own life
what Hindu—Muslim unity means.

We all now realise, as we have never before
realised, that without thal unity we cannot attain
our freedom, and I make bold to say that with-
out that unity the Mussalmans of India caunot
render the Khilafat all the aid they wish. Divi-
ded, we must ever remain slaves. This unity,
therefore, cannot be a mere policy to be discar-
ded when it does nut suit us. We can discard it
only when we are tired of Swaraj. Hindu-
Muslim unity must be our creed to last for all
time and under all circumstances.

Nor must that unity be a menace to the
minorities—the Parsees, the Christians, the Jews
or the powerful Sikhs. If we seek to crush any
of them, we shall some day want to fight each
other.

I have been drawn so close to you chiefly
because I know that you believe in Hindu.
Muslim unity in the full sense of the term.

This unity in my opinion is unattainable
without our adopting non-violence as a firm
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policy because it is limited to the preservation
of that unity. Buf it follows that thirty crores
of Hindus and Mussalmans, united not fora
time but for all time, can defy allyhe powers of
the world and should consider it a cowardly aot
to resort to violence in their dealings with the
English administrators. We have hitherto feared-
them and their guns in our simplicity. The
moment we realise our combined strength, we
shall consider it unmanly to fear them and,
therefore, ever to think of striking them. II.nce
am I anxious and impatient to persuade u:y
ocountrymen to feel non-violent, not out of our
weakness Lut out of our strength. But you and
I know that we have not yet evolved the non-
violence of the strong. And we have not done
80, because the Hindu-Muslim union has not
gone much beyond the stage of policy. There
is still too much mutual distrust and consequent
fear. I am not disappointed. The progress we
have made in that direction is indeed pheno-
menal. We seem to have covered in eighteen
months’ time the work of a generation. But
infinitely more is necessary. Neither the classes
nor the masses feel instinctively that our union
is necessary as the breath of our nostrils.
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For this consummation we must, it seems to
me, rely more upon quality than quantity.
Given a sufficient number of Hindus and
Mussalmans with almost a fanatical faith in
everlasting friendship between the Hindus and
the Mussalmans of India, we shall not be long
before the unity permeates the masses. A few
of us must first clearly understand that we can
make no headway without accepting non-violence
in thought, word and deed for the full realisation
of our political ambition. 1 would, therefore,
beseech you and the members of the Working
Committee and All-India Congress Commiittee to
see that our ranks contain no workers who do not
fully realise the essential truth I have endea~
voured to place before you. A living faith can«
not be manufactured by the rule of majority.

To me the visible symbol of all-India unity
and, therefore, of the acceptance of non-violence
a8 an indispensable means for the realisation
of our political ambition is undoubtedly the
charkha i. e. khaddar. Only those who believe
in cultivating a non-violent spirit and eternal
friendship between Hindus and Mussalmans will
daily and religiously spin, Universal hand-
spinning and the universal manufacture and use
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of hand-spun aud hand-woven khaddar will be a
substantial, if not absolute, proof of the real
unity and mnon-violence. And it will be a
recognition of a living kinship gith the dumb
masses.  Nothing can possibly unify and
revivify India as the acceptance by all India
af the spinning wheel as a daily sacrament and
the khaddar wear as a privilege and a duty.
‘Whilst, therefore, I am anxious that more
title-holders should give up their titles, lawyers
law-courts, scholars the Government schools or
colleges, the Councillors the Councils and the
goldiers* and the civilians their posts, I would
urge the nation to restrict its activity in this
direction only to the consolidation of the results
already achieved and to trust its strength to
command further abstentions from association
with a system we are seeking to mend or end.
Moreover, the workers are too few. I would
not waste a single worker to-day on destructive
work when we have such an enormous amount
of constructive work. But perhaps the most
conclusive argument against devoting further
time to destructive propaganda is the fact that
the spirit of intolerance which is a form of
viplence has never been sp rampant as now.
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Co-~operators are estranged from us ; they fear
us. They say that we are establishing & worse
bureaucracy than the existing one. We musé
remove every cause for such anxiety. We must
goout of our way to win them to our side.
We must make Englishmen safe from all harm
from our side. I should not bave to labour the
point, if it was clear to every one as it is to you
and to me that our pledge of non-violence
implies utter humility and good-will even to-
wards our Dbitterest opponent. This necessary
spirit will be automatically realised, if omly
India will devote her sole attention to the work
of construction suggested by me.

I flatter myself with the belief that my
imprisonment is quite enough for a long time
to come. I believe in all humility that I have
no ill-will against any one. Some of my friends
would not have to be as non-violent as I am.
But we contemplated the imprisonment of the
most innocent. If X may be allowed that claim,
it is clear that I should not be followed to prison
Ly anybody at all. We do want to paralyse the
Government considered as & system—not, how-
ever, by intimidation, but by the irresistible
pressure of our innocence. In my opinion it
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would be intimidation to fill the jails anyhow.
And why should more innocent men seek
imprisonment till one considered to be the most
fnnocent has been found inadequate for the
purpose. )

My caution against further courting of
imprisonment does not mean that we are
now to shirk imprisonment. If the Govern-
‘Government will take away every non-violent
non-co-operator, I should welcome it. Only
it should not be because of our civil dis-
obedience, defensive or aggressive. Nor, I hope,
. will the couutry fret over those who are in jail.
It will do them and the country good to serve
the full term of their imprisonment. They can
be fitly discharged before their time only by an
act of the Swaraj Parliament. And I entertain
an absolute conviction that universal adoption of
khaddar is Swaraj.

I have refrained from mentioning untouch-
ability. I am sure every good Hindu believes
that it has got to go. Its removal is as necessary
as the realisation of Hindu-Muslim unity.

I have placed befere you a programme which
18 in my opinion the quickest and the best. No
dmpatient Khilafatist can devise a better. May
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God give you health and wisdom to guide the
countiy to her destined goal.
Iam
Yours sincerely
(8d.) M. K. GanpaI.



The Great Trial

._....-—0—-——

At the Circuit House at Bhahi Bag, the trial
of Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Banker commenced on
Saturday noon.

8ir J. T. Strangman with Rao Pahadur
@Girdharlal conducted the prosecution, while the
accused were undefended. The Judge took his
seat at 12 noon and said there was a slight
mistake in the charges framed, which he correc-
ted. The charges were then read out by the
Registrar, the offence being in three articles
published in the Young /ndia of September 29,
Dec. 15, of 1921 and February 23, 1922. The
offending articles were then read out; first of
them was, “Tampering with Loyalty;” the
second, “The Puzzle and Its Solution” and the
last was “Shaking the Manes.”

The Judge said the law required that the
charge should not only be read out, but explained.
In this case, it would not be necessary for him
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to say much by way of explanation, The charge
in each case was that of bringing or attempting
to, bring into hatred or contempt, or exciting or
atfempting to excite disaffection towards His
Majesty’s Government established by law in
British India. Both the accused were charged
with the three offences under section 124 A,
contained in the articles read out written by
Mr. Gandhi and printed by Mr. Banker. The
words ‘hatred and contempt’ were words the
meaning of which was sufficiently obvious. The
word ‘disaffection’ was defined under the section,
where they were told that disaffection included
disloyalty and feelings of enmity and the word
used in the seetion had also been interpreted by
the High Court of Bombay in a reported case
as meaning political alienation or discontent, a
spirit of disloyalty to Government or existing
authority. The charges having been read out,
the judge called upon the accused to plead to
the charges. He asked Mr. Gandhi whether he
pleaded guilty or claimed to be tried.

Mr. Gandhi: I plead guilty to all the
charges, I observe that the King’s name has
been omitted from the charges and it has been
properly omitied.

8
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The Judge ;: Mr. Banker, do you plead guilty
or do you claim to be tried ?

Mr. Banker : I plead guilty,

8ir J. Strangman then want®d the Judge
to proceed with the trial fully ; but the Judge
said he did not agree with what had been said
by the Counsel. The Judge said that from the
time he knew he was going to try the case, he
had thought over the question of sentence and
he was prepared to hear anything that the
Counsel might have to say, or Mr. Gandhi
wished to say, on the sentence. He honestly
did not believe that the mere recording of evi-
dence in the trial which Counscl had called for
would make no difference to them, one way or
the other. He, therefore, proposed to accept the
pleas.

Mr. Gandhi smiled at this decision.

The Judge said nothing further, remained
but to pass sentence and before doing so, he liked
to hear Sir J.T. Strangman. He was entitled
to base his general remarks on the charges
against the accused and on their pleas.

Sir J. T. Strangman :—It will be difficult to
do so. I ask the Court that the whole matter
may be properly considered. If I stated what
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bas happened before the Committing Magistrate
then I can show that there are many things
which are material to the question of the sen-
tence.

The first point, he said, he wanted to make
out, was that the matter which formed the sub-
ject of the present charges formed a part of the
campaign to spread disaffection openly and
systematically to render Government impossible
and to overthrow it. The earliest article that
was put in from Young India was dated 25th
May 1921 which said that it was the duty of a
non-co-operator to create disaffection towards
the Government. The counsel then read out
portions of articles written by Mr. Gandhi in
the Young India.

Court said nevertheless it seemed to it that
the court could accept plea on the materials of
which the sentence had to be based.

Sir J. Strangman said the question of
sentence was entirely for the Court to decide.
The Court was always entitled to deal in a more
general manner in regard to the question of
the sentence than the particular matter resulting
in the conviction. He asked leave to refer to
articles before the court and what result might
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have been produced, if the trial had proceeded
in order to ascertain what the facts were. He
was not going into any matter which involved
dispute.

The Judge said there was not the least objec-
tion. Sir J. Strangman said he wanted to show
that these articles were not isolated. They
formed part of an organised campaign, but so
far as Youug India was concerned, they would
show that from the year 1921. The counsel
then read out exiracts from the paper, dated
June 8, on the duty of a non-co-operator, which
was to preach disaffection towards the existing
government and preparing the country for civil
disobedience. Then in the same number there
was an article on disobedience. Then in the
same number there was an article on DPisaffec-
tion—a virtue or something to that effect.
Then there was an article on the 28th of July
1921, in which it was stated that “we have to
destroy the system.” Again, on September 30,
1921, there wa§ an article Leaded, “‘Punjab
Prosecutions” where it was stated that a non-
co-operator worth hig name should preach dis-
affection, Rhat was all so far as Young India
aa opnperned. They were earlier in date than
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the article, “Tampering with Loyalty” and
it was referred to the Governor of Bomimy.
Continuing, he said the accused was a man of
high educational qualifications and evidently
from his writings a recognised leader. The
harm that was likely to be caused was consider-
able. Taey were the writings of an educated
man, and not the writings of an obscure man
and the Court must consider to what the results
of a campaign of the nature disclosed in the
writings must inevitably lead. They had
examples before them in the last fow months.
He referred to the occurrences in Bombay last
November and Chouri-Choura, leading to murder
and destruction of property, involving many
people in misery and misfortune. It was true
that in the course of those articles they would
find Non-violence was insisted upon as an item
of the campaign and as an item of the creed. Bnt
what was the use of preaching Non-violence
when he preached disaffection towards Govern-
ment or openly instigated others to overthrow
it? The answer to that question appeared to him
to come from Chouri-Choura, Madras and Bom-
bay. These were circamstances whic asked
ihe court to take into account in sen o iz the
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accused and it would be for the Court to
eonsider those circumstances which involve
sentences of severity.

As regards the second accusedyhis offence was
lesser. He did the publication and he did not
write. His offence nevertheless was a serious
one. His instructions were that he was a man of
means and he asked the Court to impose a
substantial fine in addition to such term of
imprisonment as might be inflicted upon. He
quoted Section 10 of the Press Act as bearing on
the question of fine. When making a fresh
declaration, he said a deposit of Rs. 1000 to
10,000 was asked in many cases.

Court: Mr. Gandhi, do you wish to make a
statement of question of sentence ?

Mr. Gandhi: I would like to make a
statement.

Court : Could you give me the writing to put
it on record ?

"~ Mr. Gandhi: I shall give it as soon as I
finish its reading.

Before reading his written statement, Mr.
Gandhi spoke a few words as introductory re-
marks to the whole statement. He said :—“Be-
fore L'vead this statement I would like to state
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that I entirely eudorse the learned Advocate
General’s remarks in connection with my humble
self. I think that he was entirely fair to me in all
the statements that he has made, becauseit is very
true and I have no desire whatsoever to conceal
from this court the fact that to preach disaffec-
tion towards the existing system of Government
has become almost a passion with me, and the
learned Advocate General is also entirely in the
right when he says that my preaching of dis-
affection did not commence with my conncction
with Young India, but that it commenced much
earlier and in the statement that I am about
to read, it will be my painful duty to admit
before this court that it commenced much earlier
than the period stated by the Advocate General.
It is the most painful duty with me, but I have
to discharge that duty knowing the responsibility
that rests upon my shoulders, and I wish to
endorse all the blame that the learned Advocate
General has thrown on my shoulders in connec-
tion with the Bombay occurrences, Madras
occurrences and the Chauri Chaura occurrences.
Thinking over these deeply and sleeping over
them night after night, it is impossible for me
to dissociate myself from the diabolical ¢rimes of
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Chsuri Chaura or the mad outrages of Bombay.
He is quite right when he says, that as a man
of responsibility, a man having received a fair
share of education, having had a~fair share of
experience of this world, I should bave known
the consequences of every one of myacts. I
knew that I was playing with firc. I ran the
risk and if I was set free I would still do the
same. I have felt it this morning that I would
have failed in my duty, if I did not say what I
said here just now.

I wanted to avoid violence. I want to
avoid violence. Non-violence is the first grticle
of my faith. Itis also the last article of my
creed. But I had to make my choice. I
had either to submit to a system which I consi-
dered had done an irreparable harm to my
country, or incur the risk of the mad fury
of my people bursting forth, when they under-
stood the truth from my lips. I know that my
people have sometimes gone mad. I am deeply
sorry for it and I am therefore here to submit
70t to a light penalty but to the highest penal-
ty. I do not ask for mercy. * donot plead any
extenuating act. I am here, therefore, to
invite and cheerfully submit to the highest



( 121 )

penalty that can be inflicted upon me, for what
in law is a deliberate crime and what appears
to me to be the highest duty of a citizen. The
only course open to you, the Judge, is, as I am
just going to say in my statement, either to
resign your post, or inflict on me the severest
penalty, if you believe that the system and law
you aro assisting to ad minister are good for the
people. I do not expect that kind of eonversion,
but by the time I have finished with my state-
ment you will perhaps have a glimpse of what
is raging within my Dreast to run this maddest
risk which a sane man can run.” The statement
was then read out.

Statement

“I owe it perhaps to the Indian public and
to the public in England to placate which this
prosccution is mainly taken up that I should
explain why from a staunch loyalist and co-
operator I have become an uncompromising
disaffectionist and non-co-operator. To the eourt
too I should saye why I plead guilty to the
eharge of promoting disaffection towards the
Goverament established by law in India.
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My public life began in 1893 in S8outh Africa
in troubled weather. My first contact: with
British authority in that country was not of a
happy character. I discovered #hat as a man
and an Indian I had no rights. More correctly
I discovered that I had mo rights as a man
because I was an Indian.

But I was not baffled. I thought that this
treatment of Indians was an excrescence upon a
system that was intrinsically and mainly gcod.
I gave the Government my voluntary and
hearty co-operation, criticising it freely where
I felt it was faulty but never wishing its des-
truction.

Consequently when the existence of the
Empire was threatened in 1899 by the Boer
challenge, I offered my services to it, raised a
volunteer ambulance corps and served at several
actions that took place for the relief of Ladysmith.
Similarly in 1906 at the time of the Zulu revolt
I raised a stretcher-bearer party and served till
the end of the ‘rebellion.’ On both these coca~
sions I received medals and was even mentioned
in despatches. For my work in South Africa I
was given by Lord Hardinge a Kaiser-i-Hind
Gold Medal. When the war broke out in 1914
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between England and Germany I raised a volun«
teer ambulance corps in London consisting of
the then resident Indians in London, chiefly
students. Its work was acknowledged by the
authorities to be valuable. Lastly in India
when a special appes was made at the War Con-
ference in Delhi in 1918 by Lord Chelmsford
for recruits, I struggled at the cost of my health
to raise a corps in Kheda and the response was
being made when the hostilities ceased and
orders were received that no more recruits were
wanted. In all these efforts at service I was
actuated by the belief that it was possible by
such services to gain a status of full equality in
the Empire for my countrymen.

The first shock came in the shape of the
Rowlatt Act, a law designed to rob tho people of
all real freedom. I felt called upon to lead an
intensive agitation against it. Then followed
the Punjab horrors beginning with the massacre
at Jallianwala Bag and culminating in crawling
orders, public floggings and other indescribable
humiliations. I discovered too that the plighted
word of the Prime Minister to the Mussulmans
of India regarding the integrity of Turkey and
the holy places of Islam was not likely to be
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fulfilled. But in spite of the forebodings and
the grave warnings of friends, at the Amritsar
Congress in 1919 I fought for co-operation and
working the Montagu-Chelmsford Yeforms, hop-
ing that the Prime Minister would redeem
his promise to the Indiam Mussalmans, that
the Punjab wound would be healed and that the
reforms inadequate and unsatisfactory though
they were, marked a they were, marked a new
era of hope in the life of India.

But all that hope was shattered. The Khila-
fat promise was not to be redeemed. The
Punjab crime was white-washed and most
culprits went not only unpunished but remained
in service and some continued to draw pensions
from the Indian revenue, and in some cases were
even rewarded. I saw too that not only did the
reforms not mark a change of heart, but, they
were only a method of further draining India
of her wealth and of prolonging her servitude.

I came reluctantly to the conclusion that
the British connection had made India more
helpless than she ever was before, politically
and economically. A disarmed India has no
power of resistance against any aggressor if she
wanted to engage in an armed conflict with him.
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So much is this the case $hat some of our best
men consi(jler that India must take generation
before she can achieve the Dominion status.
She has become so poor that she has little power
of resisting famines. Before the British advent
India spun and wove in her millions of cottages
just the supplement she needed for adding to
her meagre agricultural resources. This cottage
industry, so vital for India’s existence, has been
ruined by incredibly heartless and inhuman
processes as described by Engilsh witnesses.
Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-
starved masses of India are slowly sinking to
lifelessness. Little do they know that their
miserable comfort represents the brokerage they
get for the work they do for the foreign exploiter,
that the profits and the brokerage are sucked
from the masses. Little do they realise that.
the Government established by law in British
India is caryied on for this exploitation of the
masses. No sophistry, no jugglery in figures
can explain away the evidence that the skeletons
in many villages present to the naked eye. 1
have no doubt whatsoever that both England and
the town-dwellers of India will have to answer,
if there is a God above, for this arime 'agains
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humanity which is perhaps unequalled in history.
The law itself in this country has been used to
serve the foreign exploiter. My unbiassed exa-
mination of the Punjab Martial Yaw cases has
led me to believe that at least ninety-five per
cent of convictions were wholly bad. My ex-
perience of political cases in India leads me to
the conclusion that in nine out of every ten the
condemned men were totally innocent. Their
crime consisted in the love of their country.
In ninety-nine cases out of hundred justice
has been denied to Indians as against Europeans
in the Courts of India. This is not an exaggera-
ted picture. It is the experience of almost every
Indian who has had anything to do with such
cases. In my opinion the administration of the
law is thus prostituted consciously or uncons-
ciously for the benefit of the exploiter.

The greatest misfortune is that Englishmen
and their Indian associates in the administration
of the country do not know that they are engaged
in the crime I have attompted to describe. I am
satisfied that many Englishmen and Indian
officials honestly believe that they are admi-
nistering one of the best systeras devised in the
world and that India is making steady though
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slow progress. They do not know that a subtle
but effective system of terrorism and an orga-
nised display of force on the one hand, and the
deprivation of all powers of refaliation or self-
defence on the other, have emasculated the
people and induced in them the habit of
simulation. This awful habit has added to
the ignorance and the self-deception of the
administrators. Section 124A under which I
am happily charged is perhaps the prince among
the political sections of the Indian Penal Code
designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen.
Affection cannot be manufactured or regulated
by law. If one has no affection for a person or
system one should be free to give the fullest
expression to his disaffection, so long as he does
not contemplate, promotfe or incite tn violence.
But the section under which Mr. Banker and I
are charged is one under which mere promotion
of disaffection is a crime. I have studied some
of the cases tried under it, and I know that some
of the most loved of India’s patriots have been
convicted under it. I consider it a privilege,
therefore, to be charged under that section. I
have endeavoured to give in their briefest out-
line the reasons for my disaffection. T have no
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personal ill-will against any single administrator,
much less can I have any disaffection towards
the King’s person. But I hold it to be a virtue
to be disaffected towards a Govérnment which
in its totality has done more harm to India than
any previous system. India is less manly
under the British rule than she ever was before.
Holding such a belief, I consider it to be a sin
to have affection for the system. And it has
been a precious privilege for me to be able to
write what I have in the various articles ten-
dered in evidence against me.

In fact, I lelieve that I have rendered u
service to India and England by showing in
Non-co-operation the way out of the unnatural
state in which both are living. In my humble
opinion, non-co-operation with evil is as much
a duty as is co-operation with good. But in the
past, non-co-operation has been deliberately ex-
pressed in violence to the evil-doer. I am
endeavouring to show to my countrymen that
violent npn-co-operation only multiplies evil
and that as evil can omly be sustained by
violence, withdrawal of support of evil requires
complete abstention from violemce. Nom-
violence impliea voluntary submission to the
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penalty for non-co-operation with evil. I am
here, therefore, to invite and submit cheerfully
to the highest penalty that can be inflicted upon
me for what in law is a deliberate crime and
what appears to me to be the highest duty of a
citizen. The only course open to you, the Judge,
is either to resign your post and thus dissociate
yourself from evil, if you feel that the law you
are called upon to administer is an evil and that
in reality I am innocent; or to inflict on me
the severest pemalty if you believe that the
system and the law you arc assisting to admi-
nister are good for the people of this country
and that my activity is therefore injurious to
the public weal.”

Mr. Banker : I only want to say that I had
the privilege of printing these articles and I
plead guilty to the charge. I have got nothing
to,say as regards the sentence.

The following is the full text of the judg-
ment :—

“Mr. Gandhi, you have made my task easy
in one way by pleading guilty to the charge.
Nevertheless what remains, namely the deter-
mination of a just sentence, is pehaps as difficult
a proposition as & judge in this country could

' 9
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have to face. The law is no respecter of persons.
Nevertheless it will be impossible to ignore the
fact that you arein a different Lategory from
any person I have ever tried or am likely to
have to try. It would be impossible to ignore the
fact that in the eyes of millions ¢ f your country-
men, you are a great patriot and a great leader.
Even those who differ from you in politics
look upon you as a man of high ideals
and of noble and of even saintly life. I have
to deal with you in ome character only. Itis
not my duty and I do not presume to judge
or criticise you in any other character. It
is my duty to judge you as a man subjeet
to the law, who by his own admission has
broken the law and com mitted what to an
ordinary man must appear to be grave offence
against the State. I do not forget that you
have consisteutly preached against violenge
and that you have on many occasions, as
I am willing to believe, done much to prevent
violence. But having regard to the nature of
your political teaching and tho nature of
many of those to whom it was addressed,
how you could have continued to believe
that violence would not be the inevit-
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able consequence, it passes my capacity to
understand.

There are probably few people in India, who
do not sincerely regret that you should have
made it impossible for any government to leave
you at liberty. But it is so. I am trying to balance
what is due to you against what appears to me to
be necessary in the interest of the public, and I
propose in passing sentence to follow the precedent
of a case in many respects similar to this case
that was decided some twelve years ago, I mean
the case against Bal Gangadhar Tilak under the
same section. The sentence that was passed
upon him as it finally stood was a sentence of
simple imprisonment for six years. You will
not consider it unreasonable, I think, that you
should be classed with Mr. Tilak, i. e. u sentence
of two years simple imprisonment on each count
of the charge; six years in all, which I feel it
my duty to pass upon you and I should like to
say in doing so that if the course of events in
India should make it possible for the Govern-
ment to reduce the period and release you, no
one will be better pleased than I.

The Judge to Mr. Banker :—I assume you
have been to a large extent under the influence
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of your chief. The sentence that I propose
to pass upon you is simple imprisonment for
six months on each of the first two counts,
that is to say, simple imprisonfnent for one
year and a fine of a thousand rupees on the
third count, with six months’ almple imprison-
ment in default.”

Mr. Gandhi said : I would say one word.
Since you have done me the honour of recalling
the trial of the Jate Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, I just want to say that I consider it to
be the proudest privilege and honour to be ass.-
ciated with his name. So far as the sentence
itself is concerned, I certainly consider that it is
as light as any judge would inflict on me, and
go far as the whole proceedings are concerned
I must say that I could not have expected grea-
ter courtesy.

Then the friends of Mr. Gandhi crowded
round him as the Judge left the court and fell
at his feet. There was much sobbing on the
part of both men and women. But all the
while Mr. Gandhi was smiling and cool and
giving encouragement to everybody who came
to him. Mr. Banker also was smiling and ta-
king this in a light-hearted way. After all his
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friends had taken leave of him, Mr. Gandbf
was taken out of the court to the Sabarmati Jail.
And thus the great trial finished.



