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As it is, the Oongress organisation is stUt im· 
perfect and its instructions are still perfunctorUr 
carr'i~ out. We have'not esta.blished Oongree~ 
Committees in everyone of the villages. Where 
we have, they are not perfectly amena.ble to our 
instructions. We have not probably more than 
one crore of members on the roll. We are in the 
middle of February, yet not m'l.ny ha.ve pa.id the 
.annual four annas subscription for the r,urren t 
year. Volunteers are indifferently enrolled. 'rhej' 
do not conform to all the condit~ons of their 
pledge. They do not even wear hand-spun an.d 
hand-woven khaddar. All the Hindu volunteers 
have not yet purged themselves of the sin of un
touchahility. All are not free fram the ·bi.nt of 
violence. Not by their imprisonment are we 
going to win Swaraj or serve the holy CaUse of 
the Khilafa.t or attain the ability to stop payment 
to fa.ithless servants. Some of us err inspite or 
olU'S6lves. But some others among us sin ~ 
fully. They join volunteer corps weU knowil1g 
that they are not and do not intend to remain 
non-violent. Weare thus untruthful even as we 
hold the Govetnment to be untruthfill. W 6' 
dare not enter the kingdom of Lihetty with menS 
lip homage to'1\outh and Non-Violence. 
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S~.pe_n of mass civil disobedience and 
,ubBi~ee of exc-;itement are nece&Ba.!'r, for fur .. 
ther progress, indeed indispensable to 'prevent 
further retrogression. I hope, th.eJefore, that b, 
au.pension eveI y Congress man or woman will 
~ot only nyt feel disappointed but he or she 
will feel relieved of the bmden of unreality and 
of national sin. 

Let the opponent glory in our humiliation or 
so·ca.lled defeat. It is better to be charged with 
cowardice and wealmess than to be guilty of de-
~l of our oath and sin against God. It is 
m:i.Yion times better to appear untrue before the 
world than to be untrue to oUl'selves . 

.And ISO, for me the suspension of mass civil 
disobedience and other minor activities that were 
.lculated to keep up excitement is not enough 
penttn<;e for my having been the in8trument~ 

howsoever involuntary, of the brutal violence by 
the people at Chauri CUaura.. 

I must undergo personal cleansing. I must 
becQme a fitter instrument able to register the 
slightest variatioll in the moral a~osphere about 
:rp.e. My prayers my-at have much deeper trUth 
and huJ:P,ij.ity e,bout them tha.u they evidence. 
AaSl fot me tb~~ is nothing 8Q l1elpful and Qle&»-
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ling &8 a fad aecom.pai.ned 'by the UCla.., 
mental oo-oporation. 

·1 know that the mental attitude is enK!f'
thing. Just as Ii prayer may be merely Ii .. 

cb.a.nica.l intonation al of a bird, 10 may a. fMl 
be a mere mecbanica.l torture of the 1leeh. 
Such mechanical contriVIIDCes Me valueleu 
for the purpose intended. Again. j_ 
as a mechanical chant may result in the 
modulation of voice, a. mechanicaJ fast me,. 
result in purifying the body. N either will toueil 
the soul within. 

But a fast und~rta.ken for fuller self-ex-pre.
sion, for attainment of the spirit's 8upre:maoy 
over the flesh, is a mOlt powerful fa.ctor in one'. 
evolution. After deep consideration, therefore, 
I am imposing on myself a five day.' eontinuoua 
fast permitting myself water. It commenced OIl 

Sunday evening, it ends on Friday evening. Thia 
is the least I must do. 

I have tAken into consideration the All-India 
OQngreu Committee meeting in front of me. I 
have in mind the aaxious pain even the Ave 
days' fa~t will cause many friends; but I ~ 
no long. postpone the penanee nor leuen it. 

I vg. co-workers not to copy m"1 uample., 
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!Ite motive in their case will be lacking. They 
are not the originators of civil disohedienee. I 
Am in the unhappy position' of a surgeon proved 
skilless to deal with an admittetHy dan~rou8 
cue. I must either abdicate or acquire greater 
'kill. Whilst the personal penance is not only 
necessary but obligatory on me, the ex
amp:ary self-restraint prescribed by the Work
ing Committtee is ,surely sufficient penance for 
every one else. It is no small penance and if 
sincerely carried out, it can become infinitely 
more real and better than fasting. What can be 
richer and more fruitful than a greater fulfil
ment of the vow of non-violence in thought. 
'Word, and deed Or the spread of that spirit? It 
will he more than food for me during the week 
to observe tb at comrades are all silently and 
without idle discussion, engaged in fulfilling the 
Constructive programme sketched by the Work
ing Committee, in enlisting Congress members 
after making sure that they understand the 
Oongress creed of truth and non-violence 
for the attainment of Swaraj, in daily and 
religiously spinning for a fix~ time, in intro
ducing the wheel of prosperity and freedom in 
every home, in visiting 'untouch.a.ble' homes and 
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finding out their wants, i6. inducing national 
sohools to receive 'untouchable' children, in 0r

ganising social service specially designed to iBet 
-a. 'common platform for every variety of man 
.and woman, andJn visiting the homes which the 
drink curse is desola.ting, in establishing real 
Panchayats an~ in orgauising national schools 
on a proper footing. The workers will be better 
;engaged in thes&".activities than in fasting. I 
hope, therefore, that no one will join me in 
fasting, either through false sympathy or an 
ignorant c~nception of the spiritual value of 
fasting. 

All fasting and all penance must a8 far as 
possihle be secret. But my fasting is both a 
penance and a puniHhment. and a punishme~t 
has to be public. It is penance for me and 
punishment for those whom I try to serve, fol' 
whom I love to live and would equally love tb 
.die. They have unintentional1y sinned against 
the laws of the Congress though they were 
ilYmp&th~sers if not actuaUy connected with it. 
Probably they hacked the constahles-their coun· 
trymen and fellow beings-with my name on their 
lips. The only way love punishes is by suffer
ing. , I cannot eVen wish them to be arrested. 
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»~t I would let them "know tha.t I would aufter
~ tJleir ~eacb of the Congress creed. I woulcl 
~vise' those who feel guilty and repentant to. 

'hand. ~emilelves volunta.rily to ttw. Gov$'llJIlen~ 
ior :pw:rlshment and make a cleap confeiSion. I 
hope that the 'Workers in the Gorakhpur distri($ 
lriUleave no stone unturned 1II!ind out the evil
O<>ei'S and urge them to delivet" themselves into 
oustod,. But whether the IIIJl'derers accept ml' 
aflvice or not, I would likEftbem to know tha.t 
they have serious]y interfered with Swataj 
operations, that in being the cause of the 
postponement of the movement in Bardoli, they 
have injured the very cause they probably in
tended to serve. I would J..ike them to know,. 
too. that this movement is not a cloak or a pre
pboration for violence. I would, at any rate, 
su1fer eVf"ry humiliation, every torture, absolute 
Q8traoism and death itself to prevent the move
ment from becoming violent or a precursor of 
violence. I make my penance public also be
cause I am nOl\ denying myself the opporwnity 
of sharing their lot with the prisoners. The 
immediate issue has again shifted, we can no 
lOll8er press for the withdrawal of notUications. 
Of dischal-ge of prisoners. They and we muat. 
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suffer for the" crime of Ohauri Ob.ur& .. ' ~h& 
.mQident proves, whether 'We 'Wish it.or'no, the 
unity of life. .A.lL including.Yen the ~nj"" 
trators, must suffer. Ohauri Oh.a.ura must stifteJ1 
the Government, must still further corrupt the 
police, and the reprisals that will follow Jnut 
further dellWJ:anse the people. The suspension. 
and the penance will take us back to the position 
,we . Deeu pied before the 'tragedy. By strict dis-
cipline and purifies.tion we regain the Jll()raJ. 

oonfidence required for demanding the ., with .. 
drawal of notifica#ons and the discharge of 
prisoners. 

If we learn the full lesson of the tragedy. 
we can turn the curse into a blessing. By be
coming truthful and non-violent, both in spirit 
and deed, and by making the swa.d.eehi i. e. the
khaddar programme complete, we can establisb 
full Swaraj A.nd redress the Khilafat and the' 
punjab wrongs without a single person having 
to offer civil disobedience. 

44. ) j, • 



Our Laxity. 
--:0:--

t This article which was written in February, 1922, was 
meant to warn the national workers against the lack 

of self-discipline in some cases and the laxity 
in conforming to th~ Congress conditions, 

e. g. wearing Khaddar, believing in 
non-violence etc. ] 

A reliable correspondent writes to me saying 
that in Allahabad a.nd Benal'es the voluntears 
have been enlisted without regard to their quali
:fications. Ha.rdly 50 could be found dressed in 
handspun khaddar from top to toe. Some more 
could be found wearing khaddar for outer 
covering, all the rest being foreign clot~. The 
same correspondent says that some of the volun
teers do not mind an occasional drink and that 
they are not tested as to their belief in non
violence and that in many instances the local 
Oongress officials have lost control over them. 
It has been officially reported that there are 
00,000 voluteers enlisted in the United Provin
ces. If it is a. fact that there are so many volu.n-
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teers on the roll and that the vast majority o~them 
do not conform to the Congress conditions, they 
ar~ WOl'se than useless. The complaints men .. 
tioned by me are formidable, yet as a matter 
of fact, I have not exhausted. them all. The 
same news comes from Calcutta, again from a 
reliable source. My informant tells me that 
hundreds who have gone to jail kno~' nothing 
about the pledge, are not dressed in khaddar .. 
arc not dressed even in Indian mill cloth but 
have gone to jail wearing foreign cloth, and 
that they have had no trai!ling in non-violence ... 
A correspondent from Rohtak writes bitterly 
complaining that in many parts of that district 
tIlt' volunteers do not obey instructions and 
make the position of Congress officials most 
diUicult and embarrassing: 

If one-tenth of these complaints is tl'ua 
I fea.r that we have not been able to cope with 
the wqndel'ful awakening and to bring under 
control 0.11 the new additions to the Congress, 
organisation. It is possible that it is nobody'. 
fault that this is so. The Government p~. 
pitated a crisis by hurling the notifi.ca.tioua
about puLlic meetings and volunteers at lU. 

The challenge had to be and was taken up.. 
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llew and. iaeJ:perienooci men found themselves 
.(tlothed with efftce and th~y were C&Ued. upon 
to deal1rlth a crisis which wonld have t'1.md· ro 
itl Ubott the capacity even of the"'" experienced 
.l$d.ers Withdrawn from. public guidance. 

I , There is much to be said in favoUT of this 
.argwnet\t •. No one need therefore be blamed. but 
we must not blink the f&ets. On the contrary 
\fa must face them sternly, boldly and set our 
own house in order. No army in the world has 
yet marched to victory. which has not consisted 
of soldier's possessin~ the qualities expected of 
them. An army of peace has greater, need to 
-exhibit the qualities laid' do'\'fn for its soldiers. 
It would not do to retort that the standard is too 
high. A recruiting officer who takes recruits 
below the standard renders himself guilty of 
.dilh()nesty, if he takes such recruits knowingly. 
All he Cal! do is to report to the head .. quarters 
that he cannot get recruits on tbe CQD.ditions 
prescribed. but on no aceount Will he be justified 
in departing fr&n them. 

The conditions laid down by the Congress 
were read by myself in detail to the whole audi
ence J:aat lleeember in the Ocngress pandat 
"lhtV ,W'tft etha.ustivel1 discussed b1 the All .. 
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lBdia Oongreea Committee and the Working' 
Oommilltee and then they were explained. by 2ne 
to .the delegates and visitors from the different 
provillcea at numerous informal diseussious. The 
plea of impossibility of fulfilment ca.nnot there-. . 
fore be accepted. The delegates knew what they 
were about. They were nearly 6,000. !riley 
.came to repr 386nt their respective constituencies 
and there should have been no diffi<..'ulty about 
the fnlfilment of the conditions. 

I should personally be satisfied with 800 
volunteers thoroughly understanding and com
plying with the conditions, but I should not care 
to lead a struggle with 30,000 volunteers who 
know nothing of and care less about the condi", 
tions. The reason is obvious. In the one ~ 
I have at least 300 stalwarts to support me. in 
the other ca.se I have to carry a burden of 30.000 
men, not volnnteers, who are a drag upon llle. 
The 300 would help me, would obey instructions.,. 
but 30,000 will certainly not carry out in.true
tiona and may ~hrottle me. We must theref-ore 
.()~ for ~ll make up our minds that all the ' reso
lutions which are passed by the Oongrep WWk. 
ing Committee have to be fulfWed ~ literally. 
They are part of a swift and pta~ pr()l. 
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gramme upon whose due fulfilment rests the 
future of India, the l'Cdress of the Khilafa.t and 
the Punja.b wrongs and the attainment of $wa.l"aj. 
Resolutions by themselves mean ll'8thing if they 
are not to be carried out in full. We used to 
complain when our \"esolutions which were in 
days ~one by addressed to the Government were 
not carried out by it. Who is to complain when 
resolutions voluntarily and deliberately passed 
by us are not carried out by oursdves? I, there
fore, strongly advise all ConJress and Khilafat 
c;>rganisations to see that they are strictly en
forced in their respective jurisdictions. If they 
do not, it is they who will endangcr the move
Ulent and no one else. It is for us to make or 
l.Jl.M' the future. 



Non -Violence. 

[ Just before his arrest Mr. Gandhi wTote this article 
to explain at a great length the doctrine of 
Non-violence he so passionately advocates.] 

When a person claims to he non-violent, he 
is expected not to be angry with one who baa 
injured him. He Will not wish him harm; be 
will wish him well; he will not swear at him ; 'he 
"Will not cause him any physical hurt. He wi1l 
put up with all the injury to which he is n'J): 
jected by the wrong-doer. Thus non-violen.ee 
is comlileto innocence. Complete non-violence 
is complete absence of ill.will against aU that 
lives. It therefore embraces eVen sub-hllDlAtl 
life not excluding noxious insects or beaete. 
They have not been created to feed. our destruOlo 
tive propensities. If we only knew the lQ.i1ld 
of the Creator, we should .find their proJ>e.t ~ 
in His creation. Non-violence is, theref9re. itt 
ita B.etive form good-will towards all life. It is 
pure LoTe I read. i\ in the Hindu 8elMu~, in 
$he Bible, in tlle Koran. 

NQu-violeQ08 is a per~ state ........ RoM 
6 
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tiwaria"mch all mal.l.lUnd move8ltl$rtdrally 
~l1gh nnootllcioUIIly. }[an does not beCome 
divine when he personifies ~nnocenceir;\ h.i:q:tself. 
O~tthen does he become truly ilatt In our, B:t }ltate we are partly man am pf;'rtly 

.• ' .'. and in our ignora.nee and evetlarroga.nce 
'.Ylthat we truly fulfil the.purpose of our 
~Jwhen we deliver blow for blow and 
4,f,velop the measure of anger required fOl' 

~epurpo8e. We pretend to believe that 
retaliation is the law of our being, whereas in 
every. ;scripture we find that reta.1ia.tion is no" 
",here obligatory but only permissible. It is res
traintthat is obligatory. Retalia.tion is indnl" 
.noe'requiring ~la.bora.~ regulating. Re8~a.int 
• the la.wof our being. For, highest perfec
tiQn" i; una.ttaina.ble without highest restl'aint. 
~~ering is thus the badge of the human 
tri~ 

The, goal ever recedes from us. The greater 
t11.e~ess, the greater the recognition ofo:ur 
~~oltw.ne88. Satisfa.ction lies in the effort; nOG 
i~.the" attainment. ;Full effort is fuU"J"t, 
\ .,Th~ore though I realise more ,tha.ll~vcp." 
~.u.r't8.m',from that goal,. forme tbsLt..,~ 
.Mi~~ve • ~elalV.Qf my ~1:lg. ~ 
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time I fa.U,my ~fort ·!l1Hill ~ ~l tbem~ '~ 
mined for my failure. 

·But I am notpreaohitig this final ' ' Ja~ 
through the Congress or the Khilafat orgatd~ 
non,· I know· my own limitAtions only fI>o . weU~ 
I know that any8uch attempt is foredQOmedt6 ·· 
failure. To e~ a whole mass of men and 
women 'to obey that law all at once is'uottoknow 
its working. But I do preach from theOongr~; 
platform the deductions of the Law. Whatth~ 
Congress and the Khilafat organisations have 
accepted is but a fragment of the implications of' 
that Law. Given true wor~ers, the limited 
measure of its application can be realised in 
respect of vast masses of people within aehort 
time. But the little moo.sure of it to b, true 
must satisfy the same test 80S the whole. A drop 
of water must yield to th.e analyst the same~. 

suit as a lakeful. The nature of my non-vioIen"" 
towardjil~y brother cannot be diiferentfrOD1 
that of my'lion--violenoe to the universe. When] 

.ex~nd the love'for my brother to the whole ·tini" 
verse, i\;must still satisfy the same test . 

. A particul&r pr8ctice is a poliC1 .~' itA! 
applie&tioJl ia:ijmited to,·tUD.e, or 4Pee. · ·lIighwt 
ptiliw~ ·t1lweJore ,'fWleit practioe.· B.:tiOneiJtJ 
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81,poIicy while it ..Ialts'is net &nything,difl'erea1I 
!rom honesty as a creed. A merchant belie~ 
ba. honest,. as ~ policy will sell the same m •• ure 
1l1\d juality of cloth to the yard as-a IUerolwrt 
~th hOl!esty as a oreed. The difference:- between 
the two is that the political merchant will leave 
Ids honesty when it does not pay, the helieving 
one will continue it even though he should lose 
hia all. 

The political non~violenee of the non-co
operator does not stand this test in the vast 
majOlity of cases. Hence the prolongation of 
tile struggle. Let ,no one 1'lame the unbending 
English nature. The haI:dest 'libre' must mert 
ill the fire of love. I cannot be dislodged from 
the ;l>O&ition because I know it. When British 
or other nature does not respond, the fire is not 
strong enough. if it is there at all. 

Our non-violence "need not be of the strong, 
but it has to be of the trutW ul. We !uust not 
i,tend harm to the English or jo o11r ~opera· 
ti.ug countrymen if and whilst we claim to~be nOD
violent. But the majority of us have iuteu.ded 
harm., and we have refrained from doing it 
beca.1l8e of ' our weakness o-r under the ignorant 
Mtief ,~t mer:8 refraining fVODl .,hyt!JlOaJ. h ..... 
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&JIlOunted. to & due fulfilment of our plea,.. au.. 
pledg~ Gf non-violence excludes tb.e PO&8ibilitl Gf. 
fv.ture l'eta.liation. Some of us seem unfortuna.t&-
1y to have merely postponed the date 01. 
revenge. 

Let me not be misundel'stood. I do not sa..,. 
that the policy of non-violence excludes the 
possibility of revenge when the policy is a.ban
doned. But it does most emplmtically exolude 
the possibility of future revenge after a suooess
ful termination of tb.e struggle. Therefore, 
whilst we are pursuing the policy of non
violence, we are bound to be ac~ivcly fliendly 
to English administrators and their c')-operators. 
I felt ashamed when I Was told that in some 
parts of India it Was not safe for Englishmen 
or well-known co-operators to move ahou. 
safely. The disgraceful scenes that took p~ 
at a recent Madl'as meeting were a complete 
denial ·of non-violence. Those who howled 
down the Chairman because he WaS supposed. 1;& 

have insulted me, disgraced themselves ana 
their policy. They wounded the heat1i of their 
frie;nd and helper, Mr. Andrews. They inj~ 
t.beir OWn c.r.qse. If the Chairman believed. that 
I waa a Je()u,adrel, .he had a perfect right to sal 
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lOt Ignorance is no provocation. But a non. 
oo-<>perator is pledged to put up with. the 
gra.vest provocation. Provocation there would 
be, when I act scoundrel-like. I g"Pant that it 
will be enough to absolve fYVery non-co-opera.tor 
":from the pledge of non-violence and that any 
non-co-operator will be fully justified in taking 
my Iif e for misleading him. 

It may be that even cultivation of such limi
ted non-violence is impossible in the majority of 
cases. It may be that we must not expeci 
people even out of self-interest not to Intend 
harm to the opponent whilst they are doing 
none. We mu"st then, to be honest, clearly give 
up the use of the word 'non-violence' in connec
tion with our sfruggle. The alternative need 
not be immediate resort to violence. But the 
people will not then be called upon to subject 
themselvss to any discipline in non-violence. A 
persen like me will not then feel called upon to 
shoulder the responsibility, for Chauri Chaura. 
The school of limited non-violence will then still 
fiOlll'ish in its obscurity bllt without the terrible 
burden of responsibility it carries to-day 

But if non-violence is to remain the policy of 
the nation, for its fair Dame and that of hu:in.tr 
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ntty, we are bound to ea.rry it out to the lettet 
and in the spirit. 

And if we intend to follow out the 'Policy, if 
we believe in it, we must then quickly make 
up with the Englishmen and the oo-opera" 
tors. We must get their certificate that' 
they feel absolutely safe in our midst and 
that they may regard us 80S friends although 
we belong to a radically different school of 
thought and politics. We must welcome 
them to our political platforms as honoured 
guebts. We must meet them on zieutral plat
forms as comrades. We must devise methods 
of such meeting. Our non-violence must not 
breed violence, hatred and ill-Will. We stand 
like the rest of fellow morta.J.s to be judged by 
our works. A programme of non,violence for 
the attainment of Swaraj necessarily meaJUJ 
ability to conduct our affairs on non-violent 
lines. That means inculcation of a spirit of obe
dience. :Mr. Churchill, who understands only 
the gospel of force, is quite right in saying that 
the Irish problem is different in character from 
the Indian. He means in effect that th~ Irish 
having fought their way to their Swaraj thzrough 
violence will be well able to maintain it by "rio-
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JeDae, if need be. Indial on the other hand. ~ if 
she wins Swaraj in reality by non-violence, 
lnU6't be<' able to maintain it chiefly by nOJl~ 

violent means. This Mr. ChurchiHo- oon hardly 
'Believe to be possible unlesss India proves her 
a.bility by all ocular demonstration of the prin
ciple. Such a demonstration is impossible, un- . 
less non-violence has permeated society 80 that 
people in their corporate, i. e. political life 
respond to non-violence, in other words, civil 
instead of military authority, as at present, 
gains predomi.nance. 

Swa.raj by non-violent means can therefore 
never mean an interval of chaos and anarchy. 
Swaraj by noil-violence must be a progressively 
peaceful • revojuti~ll such that the transfer
ance of power from a close corporation to the 
people's representatives will be as natural as the 
dropping of a fully ripe fruit from a well 
-nurtured tree. I say again that such a thing 
may be quite impossible of attainment. But I 
know that nothing less is the implica.tion of non
violence. And if the present workers do not 
believe in the probability of achieving such 
compa.ratively non-violent atmosphere, they 
mould drop the non-violent pl'Ogramme and 
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fra1I\e another which js wholly different in 
oharacter. If we approach our programme with 
the. mental reservation that after all we shall . 
wrest the power from the British bY" force of 
arms, then we are untrue to our profession of 
non-violence. If we believe in our prog'ramme, 
we are hound to believe that the British people 
are no~ unamenable to the foret' of affection as 
they are undoubtedly amenable to force of arms. 
For the unbelievers, the Councils are undoubted
ly the school of learning with their heavy pro
gramme of humiliations spread over a few 
generations or a rapid but hloody revolution 
prohahly never witnessed before in the world. 
I have no desire to take part in such a revolu
tion. I wiU not be a willing .,instrum~nt for 
promoting it. The choice, in my opinion, lies 
between honest nOll-1 iolence with non-co-opera
iion as its necessary corollary or reversion to 
responsive co-operation, i. e. c'>-opcration cum 
<>bstruction. 



The D~ath Dance. 
--:0:-- ..... 

[ The budget for 1922-23 showell a deficit of 34-
crores. In ord~ to recover this deficit salt 

tax and other taxes were enhanced. 
This article was written on that 

occasion to explain the exhi
laration of the Bureau

cratic dance] 

Why is there this chorus of condemnation 
of the doubling of the salt tax and other taxes 
on the necessaries of life? W under is expressed 
that now there is no apology even offered for 
the terrific military charges of sixty-two crore8. 
The fact is, it is impossible to offer apology for 
the ine'Vitable. The militd.ry charges must grow 
with the growing consciousness of the nation. 

l The military is not }'cquired for the defence of 
India. But it is required for the forcible im
position of the English exploiters upon India.. 
That is the naked truth1 Yr. 'Montagu has 
bluntly but bonestly stated it. The retiring 
President of the Bengal Cbs mber of ComIheroe 
has aaid it and so has'the Governor, of Bombay. 
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They want to trade with us not upon our terms. 
but upon their terms. 

It is the . same thing wh~ther it is done with 
the kid glove on or without it. The CouncilS 
are the kid glove. We must pay for the glove. 
The reforms hang upon us like an incubus. 
They cover a multitude of defects including the 
blvod-sucking salt tax. 

They say to us, 'We propose to hold India 
whether you wish it or not.' We believe that 
that all this is for our good. We think we can'" 
not keep from fighting one another without the 
protecting power of th.e British arms. And so, 
being afraid to die at the hands of our brothel'8,. 
we are content to live as bondmen. 
L It would be a thousand times better for us 

to be ruled by a military dictator than to have 
the dictatorship concealed under sham councils 
and assemblies. They prolong the agony and 
increase the expenditure, If we are so anxious 
to live, it would be more honourable to face the 
truth and submit to unabashed dictation tha.n to 
pretend that we a.re. slowJ.y becoming free. There 
is no such thing as slow freedom. Freedom is 
like a. birth. Till we are fully free, we are 
tlaves. All birth takes pla.ce in a moment.) 
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What is this dread of the Conpels but the 
.dread of the coming freedom. P The C.,ngl'ess 
has become a grim leality, And therefore it. has 
to be destroyed, law or no law.- If only suffi
cient terror can be struck into the hearts of the 
people, the exploitation Can last another century. 
It is another question whether India itself can 
last that time under the growing strain or whe
ther the people must during that time die like 
:flies. When a man begins to eat eo cocoanut, be 
j,s not called upon to be tender to the kernel. 
When he has carved out the last bit, he throws 
.away the shell, We do not consider it heartlees 
PErformauce. No more does the trader cOD"ider 

""hat he takes from the helpless buyer. A heart-
less performance-there never is any heart about 
~t. The tl'adf>r takes all he can and goes his 
way. It is all a matter of bargain. 

The c<)uncillors want their fa,res and extras, 
the ministers their salaries, the lawyers their 
fees, the suitors their decrees, the parents such 
education for their boys 9.8 would give them 
StatU8 in the present life, the millione.ires wa.nt 
faoilities for multiplying their millions and the 
zest their UnnlS nly peace. The whole revolves 
beautifully round the centraJ. oorporation. It 
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is '" giddy dance from which no Ol1e cates to free
himself and so, as the speed increases, the 
exhilaration is the greater. -, But it is a death 
dance and the exhilaration is induced by 
'the rapid heartbeat of a patient who is about 
to expire. 

The expenditure is hound to grow so long as 
the dance continues. I should not he surprised 
if the increase is also laid u l)on the broad ~houl
del'S of non-co-operators. For them there is 
only one lesson. They may look upon the 
incl ease with philo~ophic calmness, if they 
will be hut true to their creed. The only way 
they can pI el ent it, the only way it will el!'f!J; 
be prevented is the way of non-violence. }'or~ 
the gleate&t part of non-co-operation is with
drawal from the organised violence on which 
the Government is based. If we want to 
organise violence to match that of the Govern
ment, we must he prepared to 'incur greater 
,expenditure even than the latter. We may not 
con vince all the dltnCerR of the fatal doom 
awaiting them, but we must be able to convince 
the masses who take part in it and sell their 
freedom t1:> huy BQ-called peace. This we can 
c\nll do hy showing them that non-violence is-
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tlte way to freedom-not the fQroed n~ .. 
Tiolence of the slave, but the willing. non
violenee~of the brave and the free. 



If I am Arrested. 
--:0:--

t This article appeared in "Young India" just on the 
eve of Mr. Gandhi's arTest t'l advise his country

men about their fut'ure work afler his arrest. ] 

The rumour has been revived that my arrest 
is imminent. It is said to be regarded a.s a 
mista.ke by some officiab, that I was not ~rrested 
when I was to he, i. p', on the 11th 01' 12th of 
February and that the Bardoli deci iion ought 
not to he. ve been allowed to affect the Govern
ment's pt'ogramme. It is said, too, that it is 
now no longer possible for thE1 Government to 
withstaud the ever rising agitation in Loudon 
for my arrest and deportatiou. I myself cannot 
see how the Government can avoid arresting me 
if they want a permanent abandonm.ellt of civil 
disobedience whether individual or mass. 

I advised the Working Committee to suspend 
ma88 civil disobedience at Bardoli beotmse that 
cIUobedience would not have been civil, and if 
I am now advising all provincial workera to 
auspend . even individual civil disobedience, 



it is b(,'Cause I know that any disobedience at 
the present .t..ge wi.4 be not civil but criminalr 
A tranquil atmosphere is an indispensable condi
tion of civil disobedience. It is..Jlumiliating for 
me to discover that there iii! a spirit of violence 
abroad and that the Government of the United 
'Provinces has beeu obliged to enlist additional 
police for avoiding a repetition of Chauri Chaurar 
I do not say that a11 that is claimed to have 
happened has happened, but it is impossible to 
ignore "ll the testimony that is given in proof 
of the growing spirit of violence in wme pal·ts 
of those provinces. In spite of my I>olitieal 
diiIerences with Pundit Hridayanath KUllzru t I 
regald him to he above wilful perversion of 
truth. I consider him to be one of the most 
capable among public workers. He is not a man 
W be easily carried away. When, therefore, he 
giv-es an opinion upon anything, it immediately 
a.rreets my atteution. Making due allowance 
for the colouring of his judgment by reason of 
his pro-Government attitude, I am unable to. 
dismiss his report of the Chauri Chaura trag., 
all unworthy of consideration. Nor is it possi"le 
to ignore letters received from Zemindars an.d. 
and others informing me o.f the violent tem~ 

t 
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ment aM igilOftDt lawlesme. in the Uidte4 
Provinces. I have hebe me the 1JareilI1 
report lignal by the Congress Secret&r7. 
Whilst the authorities beha.ved like 
madmen and forgot themselvee in their fit 
of anger, we are not, if that report is fu be 
believed, without fault. TtlP. volunteer prooea
sinn was noi " civil demonstration. It was 
insisted up&D. in .pite of a sharp dhieion 01. 
opinion in om own ranks. Though the crowdl 
that gathered were not violent, the spirit of 
the demonstration Was undoubtedly violent. 
It was an impotent show 'Of force wholly un
necessary for our purpose and hardly a prelude 
to civil disobedience. That the authorities 
eould have handled the procession in a better 
spirit. that they ought not to have interferei 
with the Swaraj ftag, that they ought not to 
have objected to the use of the Town Hall 
which was town property as Congre~s offices in 
view of the fact that it had been so used for 
some months with the permission of the Town 
Council, is all very true. But we have ceased 
te fgive 'credit to the authorities for common or 
l'eI.aonable aen."I6. On the contrary, we fla1"e 
~ omtelvse apin8t them beea.uae We expeeti 

" 
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,wthing but unreason and violence from. them, and 
bowing that the authorities would act no 'better 
~n they did, we should have refrained from 
all the previous irritating demonstrations. That 
the U. P. Government are making a. mountain 
qut of a mole-hill, that they are discounting 
iheir own provocation and the provocation given 
by the murdered men at Ohauri Chaura is noth .. 
ing new. All that I am concerned with is that 
it is not possible for us to claim that; we have 
given them no handle whatsoever. It is "there
fore a.s a penance that civil disobedience has been 
suspended. But if the atmosphere clears up. 
the people realise the full value of the adjective 
'civil' and become in reality non-violent both in 
spirit and in deed, and if I find that the Govern
ment still do not yield to the people's will, I 
shall certainly be the first person to advocate 
individual or mass civil disobedience as the C.1se 
'PAy be. There is no escape from that duty 
without the people wishing to surrender their 
birthright. 

I doubt the sincerity of Englishmen who are 
born fighters when they declaim against ciVil 
cli80bedienoo as if it was a diabolical crime to be 
~nj&hed with exemplary severity. J.f they ha:ve 
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glorified armed rebellions a.nd resorted to them 
00 due oOO8.sions, why are many of them up in 
artns against the very idea of civil resistance ? 
I can understand their saying that the attain .. 
ment of a non-violent atmosphere is a virtual 
impossibility in India. I do not believe it, but 
I can appreciate such an objection. What, how". 
ever, is beyofid my comprehension is the dea.dset 
ma.de against the very theory of ci viI disobedi
ence as if it was something im.m::>ral. T-l expect 
me to give up the preaching of civil disobedience 
is to ask me to give up preac~ling peace, which 
would be tantamount to asking me to commit 
suicide. 

I have now been told that the Government 
are compassing thf:' destruotion of the three week .. 
lies which I am conducting, viz, Young India, 
Gujarati Nava Jivan and Hindi Nava Jivan. 
I hope that the rumour has no foundation. 
I claim that these three journals are insistentg 
preaching nothing but peace and good-will. Ex
traordinary oare is taken to give nothing but 
truth &It I find it, to the readers. Every inadver
tent inaccuracy is admitted. and corrected. The 
eireula.tion of a.ll the weeklies is daily growing,.. 
The eondu6tors are voluntary workers, ia &OIQe 
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-., taking :ao sal&ry whataover and in the: 
etbefS .-ving mere maintenance money. . Pro
At. .e all retu~Iled to the subscribers in some 
Ihape or other, or are utilised for ~mo construe ... 
ave public activity or other. I cannot say that 
1 shall not feel a pang if these journals cease 
to exist. But it is the oofliest thing for the 
Government to put them out. The publishers. 
and printers are all friends and co-workers. My 
compact with them. is that the moment Govern
ment asks for security, that moment the news
papers must stop. I am conducting them 
upon the assumption that whatever view the 
Government may take of my activities, they 
at least give me creditJor preaching through 
these newspapers nothing but the purest non· 
violence and truth aceording to my lights. 

I hope, however, that whether the Govern
m.ent arrest me Qr whether they stop by direct 
@J" indirect means the publication of the three 
jou;rnals, the public will remain unmoved. It· 
is a matter of no pride or pleasure to me hut 
one of humiliation that the Governmeat refain 
bom arresting me for fear of an outbreak of 
UDiversaJ. violence and awful Jlaugther that finy 

" .. \lOb. outbreak must involve. It would be ... 
.. I , 
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:sad commentary upon my preaching of and upon 
the Congress a.nd Khilafat pledge of, non-vio
lence: if my incarceration was to be l\ signal for 
a. stotm all over the country. Surely, it would 
be a demonstration of India's uureadinefJI 
for a peaceful rebellion. It would be a triumph 
:for the bureaucracy, and it would be almost a. 
final proof of the correctness of the poaitiOJl 
taken up by the Moderate friends, viz, thcr.t 
India can never be prepared fur nonMviolent 
disobedience. I hope tb erefore that the Congreu 
and Khilafat workers will strain every nerve and 
show that all the f~ars entertained by the Goverur 
and their supporters were totally wrong. I 
promise that such act of self-restraint will take 
us many a milo towa.rds our triple goal. 

There should therefore Le no hartals. no 
noisy demonstrations, no processions. I wOldd 
regard the observance of perfect peaoe on rD.'J' 
arrest as a mark of high honour paid to me by m:J' 
4;Ountrymen. .What I would love to see, bow:
ever, is the constructive work of the Congress 
going on with clockwork regularity and the 
speed. of the Punjab Express. I would love to 
.see people who have hitherto ,kept back, voluu .. 
ta.rily disca.rdi.ng all their foreign cloth and 

~. 
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inaking a. oonfire of it. Let them fulfil the 
whoJe of the ccnstfllCthc programme framed at 
:BaIdoli, and they will not only release me ~nd 
other prisoners, but they will ~o inaugurate 
8Wa.raj and secure redress of the Khilafat and 
th~ Punjab wrongs. Let them remember the 
four pillars of SWalaj: Non-violence, Hindu
:Moslem-Sikh-Parshi-Christian-Jew unity, total 
remova.l of untouchability and manufacture of 
hand-spun and band-woven khaddar completely 
displacing foreign cloth. 

I do not know tbat my removal from their 
midst will not be a benefit to the people. In 
the first instaI!ce, the superstition about the 
posEession of supematUlal plJwers by me will be 
demolished. Secondly, the belief that people 
have accepted the non-eo-opel'ation programme 
<:n]y -endel' my it fluence and tbat they have ne 

independent faith in it will be disproved. 
Thirdly, our capacity for Swaraj will be proved 
by our ability to conduct our activities in spi~ 
()f the withdrawal even of the originator of the 
current programme. Fourthly and selfishly, it 
will give me a quite and physical rest, which 
perhaps I deserve. " 
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Deshbhakta's Arrest. 

JRst at the time of going to the press, I 
reeeived the telegraphic news that Desbbhakta. 
Konda. Venkatappoyya has been arrested. He 
is the greatest and the best among the Andhras. 
His fault was that he loved India better than 
his ease. I congratulaLtj the Deshbhakta. and 
the Andhra friends. This great servant of the 
nation will have well-earned rest and the cause 
will.prosper in spite of his withdrawal from our 
midst. }'or though his body can be imprisoned. 
by the Government, they cannot take away his 
spirit from our midst. M. K. G. 



To Hakimji 
--0-

The following letter hat been addressed, hy 
)[r. Gandhi to Hakim Ajmal Khan :-

Sabarmati Jail, 12th March 19:!2. 

My dear Hakimji, 

Since my arrest thiFi is the first letter I ha"Ve 
commenced to write after having aBC ~rtaiued 

iliat under the Jail Rulea I a.m entitled to write 
as may letters as I like as an under-trial prisoner, 
Of course you know that Mr. Shankerlal Banker 
is with me. I am happy that he is with me. 
Every one· knows how nea.r he has come to me
ll8.turally, therefore, both of us are glad that we 
have been, 'arrested together. 

I write this to you in your ca.pacity asC hair
man of the Working Committee and, therefore, 
leader of both Hindus and Mussalmans or better 

still of all India. 
I write to you also as one of the forelnost 

leaders of Mussalmans, but above all I write 
this to you as an esteemed friend. I ha. ve had 
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the privilege of knowing you since 1915. OQJ" 
daily growing association has ena.bled me to 
prize your friendship as a treasure. A atauncl! 
14u8salman, you have shown in yOUl' own life 
-what Hindu-Muslim unity means. 

We all now realise, as we hdove never before 
rea.lised, that without thai unity we cannot a.ttain 
our freedom, and I make bold to 8&y that with· 
out that unity the Mussalmans of India caDDOt 
ren~er the Khilafat all the aid they wish. Divi
ded, we must ever remain slaves. This unity, 
therefore, cannot be a mere policy to be disoal'
-dad when it does nut suit us. We can discard it 
only when we are tired of Swaraj. Hindu· 
Muslim unity must be our creed to last for all 
time and unde!' all circumstances. 

Nor must that unity be a mADaCe to the 
minorities-the Paraees, the Christi&ns, the Jew. 
or the powerful Sikhs. If we seels. to crush &ny 
of them, we shall some day want to fight eacl1 
.other. 

I have been drawn so close to you chieHy 
because I know tha.t you believe in Hindu. 
1tfU8lim unity in the full sense of the term. 

This unity in my opinion is unattainable 
without our adopting DOD-violence 1d a Arm 
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policy because it is limited to the preservation 
of that unity. But it follows that thirtY,crores 
of Hindus and Mussalmans, united not for II 
time but for all time, can defy al1...the powers of' 
the world and should consider it a cowardly aot 
to resort to violence in their dealings with the 
English administrators. We have hitherto feared· 
them and their guns in our simplicity. The 
momtmt we realise our combined strength, we' 
.shall consider it unmanly to fear them and, 
therefore, ever to think of striking them. IL~:1(',6' 

am I anxious and impatient to persuade lll/ 
countrymen to feel non-violent, not out of our 
weakness l.ut out of our strength. But you and: 
I know that we have not yet evol ved the non
violence of the strong. And we have not done 
so, because the Hindu-Muslim union has not 
gone much beyond the stage of policy. There 
is still too much mutual distrust and consequent 
fear. I am not disappointed. The progress we 
have made in that direction is indeed pheno-o 
mana!. We seem to have covered in eighteen 
months' time the work of a generation. Bat 
infinitely more is necessary. Neither the classes 
nor the masses feel instinctively that our union 
.3S necessary a8 the breath of our nostrils. 
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For this consumm&ti.ol1 we must, it seems to' 
mc, r~ly more upon quality than quantity. 
Giv~n a sufficient number of RitldllS and 
Mussalmans with almost a fanatical faith in· 
everlasting friendship between the Hindus a.nd 
the Mussalmans of India, we shall not be long 
before the unity permeates the maSses. A feW' 
of us must first clearly understand that we can 
make no headway without accepting non-violence 
in thought, word and deed for the full realisation 
of our political ambition. I would, therefore. 
beseech you and the members of the W orkinS" 
Committee and All-India Congress Committee to
see that our ranks contain no workers who do not 
fully realise the essential truth I have endea ... 
voured to place hefore you. A living faith can· 
not be manufactured by the rule uf mltjority. 

To me the visible symbol of all-India unitY' 
and, therefore, of the accepta.nce of non-violence 
as an indispensable means for the realisation 
of our political ambition is undoubtedly the 
charkha i. c. khaddar. Only those who believe' 
in cultivating a non-violent spirit and eternal 
friendship between Hindus and MUBsalmaJ1S will 
daily and religiously spin. Universal hand .. 
spinning and the universal mRnufacture and u. 
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of hand-spun aud hand-woven khaddar will be a. 
.substantial, if not absolute, proof of the real 
uity &'D.d non-violence. And it will be a 
;recognition of a living kinship ~ith the dumb 
lIlaSses. Nothing can possibly unify and 
revivify India as the acceptance by all India 
.of the spinning wheel as a daily sacrament and. 
the khaddar wear as a privilege and a duty. 

Whilst, therefore, I am anxious that more 
title-holders should give up their titles, lawyers 
~aw-courts, scholars the Government schools or 
colleges, the Councillors the Councils and the 
.ndierS" and the civilians their posts, I would 
urge the nation to restrict its activity in this 
.direction only to the consolidation of the results 
already achieved and to trust its strength to 
command further abstentions from association 
with a system we are seeking to mend or end. 

Moreover, the workers are too few. I would 
J,\ot waste a single worker to-day on destructive 
"Work when we have such an enormous amount 
of constructive work. But perhaps the most 
oonclusive argument against devoting further 
time to destructive propaganda is the fact that 
the spirit of intoleranoe which is a form of 
.ltm~ has nevar been .-.0 1&D1pe.nt 88 now. 
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Co-operator8 are esbmged from. ua; the,. fee 
us. They say that we a.re est&.bliahing aWOl''' 
bureaucracy than the existing one. We m~ 
remove every cause for such anxiety. We must. 
go out of our wa~ to win them to our side. 
We must make EnglisblPen safe from. all harm 
from our side. I should not have to labour th() 
}>oint, if it was clear to everyone B6 it is to you 
and to me that our pledge of non-violenC8' 
implies utter humility and good-will even to
wards our bitterest opponent. This necessary 
spirit will be automatically realised, if only 
India will devote her sole attention to the work 
of construction suggested by me. 

I flatter myself with the belief that my 
imprisonment is quite enough for a long time 
to come. I believe in all humility that I have, 
no ill-will against anyone. Some of my friends 
would not have to be as non-violent as I am. 
But we contemplated the imprisonment of the 
most innocent: It I may be allowed that elaim.., 
it is clear that I should not be followed to pri90m 
Ly anybody at all. We do want to paralyse the 
Government considered as.a system-no~ how .. 
ever, by intimidation, but by 1;4e irreaietibler 
pressure of O\lr innocence. In my opinion i~ 
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would be intimidation to fill the jails anyhow. 
And why should more innocent merl seek 
imprisonment till one considered to be the most 
mnocen~ has been found inadequate for the 
p~ose. • 

'My caution against further courting of 
imprisonment does not mean that we are 
now to shirk imprisonment. If the Govern

-Government will take away every non-vLOlent 
non-eo-operator, I should welcome it. Only 
it should not be because of our civil dis
obedience, defensive or aggressive. Nor, I hope, 

: will the couutry fret over those who are in jail. 
It will do them and the country good to serve 
the full term of their imprisonment. They can 
De fitly discharged before their time only by an 
act of the S" araj Parliament. And I entertain 
an absolute conviction that universal adoption of 
khaddar is Swaraj. 

I have refrained from mentioning un touch
. ability . I am sure every good Hindu believes 
that it has got to go. Its removal is as necf'.ssary 
as the realisation of Hindu-Muslim unity. 

I have placed befere you a programme which 
is in my opinion the quickest and the best. No 
impatient Khilafatist can devise a better. May 
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God give you health and wisdom to guide the 
.country to her destined goal. 

lam 
Yours ainoore},. 

(Sd.) Y. K. GANDHI. 



The Great Trial 

-0--

At the Circuit House at Shahi Bag, the trial 
of Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Banker commenced on 
Saturday noon. 

Sir J. T. Strangman with Rao EahadUl' 
Girdharlal conducted the prosecution, while the 
accused were undefended. The Judge took his 
seat at 12 noon and said there was a slight 
mistake in the charges framed, which he correc
ted. The charges were then read out by the 
Registrar. the offence being in three articles 
pubHahed in the Young India of &eptembe; 29,. 
Dec. 15, of 1921 and February 23, 1922. The 
often ding articles were then read out; first of 
them was, "Tampering "ith Loyalty;" the
aeeond, "The Puzzle and Its Solution" a.nd the 
last was "Shaking the Manes." 

The Judge said the law required that thEt 
charge should not only be read out, but explained. 
In this case, it would not be nece88a.ry for him 
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to say mucfl by way of explanation. The charge 
in each case was that of bringing or attempting 
to , bring into hatred Of contempt, or exciting or 
attempting to excite disaffection towards His 
Majesty's Gov~rp.ment established by law ia 
British I:q.dia. :Both the accused were charged 
with the three offences under section 124 A, 
contained in the articles read out wl'itten by 
Mr. Gandhi and printed by Mr. Banker. The 
words 'hatred ~nd contempt' were words the 
meaning pf which was sufficiently obvious. The 
word 'disaffection· was defined under the section, 
where they were told that disaffection included 
disloyalty and feelings of enmity and the word 
used in the section had also been intel'preted by 
the High Oourt of Bombay in a reported case 
as meaning political alienation or discont1mt, & 

spirit of disloyalty to Government or existing 
a.uthority. The charges having been read out, 
the judge called upon the accused to plead to 
the oharges. He asked :Mr. Gandhi whether he 
pleaded guilty or claimed to be tri~. 

Mr. Gandhi: I plead guilty to all the 
oilarges. I observe tha.t the King's name has 
~ omitted,from. the ohargee and it has been 
properly omitted.. 

8 
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The JUdge: Mr. Banker. do you plead guilty 
or do you claim to be tried ? 

Mr. Banker: I plead guilty_ 
Sir J. Strangman then wanted the Judge 

to proceed with the trial fully; but the Judge 
said he did not agree with what had been said 
by the Counsel. The Judge said that from the 
time he knew he ~ a.s going to try the case, he 
had thought over the question of sentence and 
he was prepared to hear anything that the 
Counsel might have to say, or Mr. Gandhi 
wished to say, on the sentence. He honestly 
did not believe that the mere recording of evi
dence in the trial which Counscl had called for 
would make no difference to them, one way or 
the other. He, therefore, proposed to accept the 
pleas. 

Mr. Gandhi smiled at this decision. 
The Judge said nothing further, remained 

but to pass sentence and before doing so, he liked 
to hear Sir J. T. Strangman. He was entitled 
to base his general remarks on the charge. 
against the a'6cused and on their pleas. 

Sir J. T. Strangman :-It will be difficult to 
do so. I ask the Court that the whole matter 
may be properly considered. If I stated what 
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has happened before the Committing Magistrate 
then I can show that there are many things 
which are material to the question of the sen
tence. 

The first point, he said, he wanted to make 
out, Was that the mattl"r which formed the sub
ject of the present charges fOl"med a part of the 
campaign to spread disaffection l)penly and 
systematically to render Government impossible 
and to overthrow it. The earliest article tb.at 
was put in from Young India was dated 25th 
May 1921 which BB.id that it Was the duty of a 
n~>n-co-operator to create disaffection towa.rds 
the Government. The counsel then read out 
portions of articles wdtten by Mr. Gloudhi in 
the Young India. 

Court said nevertheless it seemed to it tha.t 
the court c::mld accept plea ou the m9.terials of 
which the sentence had to be based. 

Sir J. Strangman said the question of 
sentence WaS entirely for the Court h decide. 
The Court wa.s alwa.Y8 entitled to deal in a more 
general manner in regard to the question of 
the sentence than the particular matter resulting 
in the conviction. He asked le&ve to refer to 
articles before the court and what reswt might 
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~~ve bee-\\ pro~u~~, if the trjal had pro~eded 
¥t or~~r to ascertain what the facts were. He 
was not going into any matter which involved 
dispute. 

~4e Judge said there was not the least objec
ti9~. Sir J. Strangman said he wanted to "how 
that these articles were not isolated. They 
formed part o;f an ol'ganised campaign, but so 
far as Youug India w:as concern~d, they would 
show that ~rom the year 1921. The counsel 
then read out exfracts from the paper, da~d 
June 8, 0,11 the duty of a non-co-ope~ator, wb,ich 
Was to preach disaffection towaJ,'ds the existing 
government a.nd preparing the country for civil 
d~obedienoe. Then in the same number there 
was an article on disobedience. Then in the 
sf.Ulle number there was an article on l>isaffec
tion-a virtue or something to that effect. 
Then there was an article on the 28th of .Jub • 
19~1, in w;h:ieh it Was Eltated that "we have to 
destroy the 8Istem." Again, on 8,ept;emher 80, 
1921, there .. ~ au II-rticltf keade(i, "Puvjab 
l\'QsooutiQIlJi" where it was stated tlta~ eo nOD:

C9.-9~&tor ~~h hi_ name. sho1,lld p:r;each dis .. 
• ~~r . ~hat was all so far as Young I ndla 
,~~ecl. T4ey lpiere earlier in da14e tllaJn 
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the article, '~T&mpering with Loyalty" and 
it Wa'S referred to the Governor of Bombay. 
Continuing, he said the accused was a man of 
high educational quaIific3.tions and evidently 
from his writings a recognised leader. The 
harm that Was likely to be caused was consider
able. They were the writings of an educa.ted. 
man, and not the writings of an obscure man 
and the Court must consider to W:lat t~e )'esults 
of a campaign of the nature disclosed in the 
writings must inevitably lead. They had 
examples before t~lem ill the last f0w mJn tha. 
Re referred to the occurrences in B:>mhay last 
November and Chouri~Choura, leading to murder 
a.nd destruction of property, involving m~ny 
people in misery and misfol'tuup.. It was true 
that in the course of those articles they would 
find Non-violence was insisted upon as an item 
of the campaign and as an item of the creed. Bnt 
what was the use of preaching Non-violence 
when he preached disaffection towards Govern
ment or openly instigated others to overthrow 
it'} The answer to that question appeared to him 
to come ftom Ohouri-Ohou!'8, Madras and Bom
bay. These W"lE' circumstances whi~~_iLiked 
the e~l1rt to take into aco:>tl1l:t in 8ett~ tae 
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accused and it would be for the Court to 
consider those circumstances which involve 
sentences of severity. 

As regards the second accuse~his offence was 
lesser. He did the publication and he did not 
write. His offence neverthelebs Was a serious 
one. His instructions were that he was a man of 
means and he asked the Court to impose a 
substantial fine in addition to such term of 
imprisonment as might be inflicted upon. He 
quoted Section 10 of the Press Act as bearing on 
the question of fine. When making a fresh 
declaration, he said a deposit of Rs. 1000 t.o 
10,000 was asked in many cases. 

Court: Mr. Gandhi, do you wish to make So 

statement of question of sentence P 
Mr. Gandhi: I would like to make a 

statement. 
Court : Could you give me the WI'iting to put 

it on record ? 
Mr. Gandhi: I shall give it as soon as I 

mush its reading. 
Before reading his written statement, Mr. 

Gandhi spoke a few words as introductory .re
marks tQ the whole statement. He said :-"Be
fore l!:!'Caii this statement I would like to state 
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that I entirely elJ.doJ'se the learned Advocate 
General's remarks in connection with my humble 
self. I think that he Was entirely fair to me in all 
the statements that he has made, because it is very 
true and I have no desire whatsoever to conceal 
from this court the fact that to preach disaffec .. 
tion towards the existing system of Government 
has become almost a passion with me, and the 
learned Advocate General is also entirely in the 
rie-ht when he says that my preaching of dis
affection did not commence with my connection 
with Young India, but that it commenced much 
ea.rli~ and in the statement that I am about 
to read, it will be my painful duty to admit 
before this court that it commenced much earlier 
than the period stated by the Advocate General. 
It is the most painful duty with me, bllt I have 
to discharge that duty knowing the responsibility 
that rests upon my shoulders, and I wish to 
endorse all the hlame that the learned Advocate 
Gener!!.l has thrown on my shoulders in connec
tion with the Bombay occurrences, 'Madras 
occurrences and the Chauri Chaura occurrenoes. 
Thinking over these deeply and sleeping over 
them night after night, it is impossible for me 
to dissociate myself from the diabolical mmes of 
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Ohauri Cha.ura. or the mad. outrages of BQmb&y. 
Be is quite right when he says, that as & md 

of respon~ibility, a man having received a fail' 
share of education, having had a...iair share of 
experience of this world, I should baTe known 
tlle consequences of everyone of my acts. I 
knew that I was playing with fire. I ran the 
risk and if I WaS set free I would still do the 
same. I have felt it this morning that I would 
have failed in my duty, if I did not say what I 
said here just now. 

I wanted to avoid viole:t;lce. I want to 
avoid violence. Non-viulence is the first ,.rticle 
of my faith. It is also the last artiole of my 
creed. But I had to make my choice. I 
had either to submit to a system which I consi
dered had done an irreparable harm to my 
country, or incur the risk of the mad fury 
of my people bursting forth, when they under .. 
stood the truth from my lips. I know that my 
people have sometimes gone mad. I am deeply 
sorry for it and I am therefore here to submit 
:not to a light penalty but to the highest penal
ty. I do hot ask for mercy. j do not plead ~m1 
e&tAmuating. act. I am heret therefore, to 
iJt.vite and ob.eedully submit to the highest 
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penalty that can be inflicted upon me, for what 
in law is a deliberate crime s.nd what appea.rs 
to me to be the highest duty of a citizen. The 
only course open to you, the J udg-e, is, as I &In 

just going to say in my statement, either to 
resign your post, at inflict on me the severest 
penalty, if you believe that the system and law 
y)U 0.1'0 assisting to ad niuister are good for the 
people. I do not expect that kind of Mnversion, 
but by the time I have finishe!i with my state
ment you will perhaps have a glimpse of wha.t 
is raging within my breast to, run this maddest 
risk which a sane mall can run." Tho statement . 
was then read out. 

Statement 

"lowe it perhaps to the Indian puhlic and 
to the public in England to placate which this 
prosecution is mainly taken up that I should 
explain why from a staunch loyalist and c0-

operator I have become an uncompromising 
disaffectionist and non-co-operator. To the court 
too I s~ould say«' why I plead guilty to the 
eharge of promoting diea.ifeetion towards the 
Government established by la.w in India.. 
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My public life began in 1893 in South Africa 
in troubled weather. My first contact· with 
British ~uthority in that country was not of a 
happy cha.racter. I discovered ;,nat as a man 
and an Indian I had no rights. More correctly 
I discovered that I had t.o rights as a man 
because I Was an Indian. 

But I was not bafH.ed. I thought that this 
treatment of Indians was an excrescence upon a 
system that was . intrinsically and mainly £,(1od. 

I gave the Government my voluntary 8.Hn 

hearty co-operation, criticising it freely where . 
I felt it was faulty but never wishing its des-
truction. 

Consoquently when the existence of the 
Empire was threatened in 1899 by the Boer 
challenge, I offered my services to it, raised a 
volunteer amhulance corps and served at several 
actions that took place for the relief of Ladysmith. 
Similarly in 1906 at the time of the Zulu revolt 
I raised a stretcher-bearer party and served till 
the end of the 'rebellion.' On both these occa
sions I received medals and was even mentioned 
in despatches. :Por my wor. in South Africa I 
WaS given. by Lord Ha.rding~ a Kaiser-i-Hind 
Gold Medal. When the War broke out in 19141' 



( 123 ) 

between England and Germany I raised a volun
teer ambulance corps in London consisting of 
the then resident Indians in London, chiefly 
students. Its work Was acknowledged by the 
authorities to be valuable. Lastly in India 
when a special appeal Was made at the War Con
ference in Delhi in 1918 by Lord Chelmsford 
for recruits, I struggled at the cost of my health 
to raise a corps in Kheda and the response wal 
being made when the hostilities ceased and 
orders were received that no more recruits were 
wanted. In all these efforts. at service I was 
actuated by the belief that it was possible by 
such services to gain a status of full equality in 
the Empire for my countrymen. 

The first shock came in the shape of the 
Rowlatt Act, a law designed to rob tho people of 
all real freedom. I felt called upon to lead an 
intensive agitation against it. Then followed 
the Punjab horrors beginning with the massacre 
at Jallianwala Bag and culminating in crawling 
orders, public floggings and other indescribable 
humiliations. I discovered too that the plighted 
word of the Prime Minister to the l1ussulmans 
of India regarding the integrity of Turkey and 
the holy plooes of Islam, was not likely to be 
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fulfilled. :But in spite of the forebodings Bnd 
the grave warnings of friends, at the Amrits&t 
Congress in 1919 I fought for co-operation I!Lnd 
working the Montagu-Chelmsford""'teforms, hop
ing that the Prime, Minister would redeem 
his promise to the Indiall Mussalmans, that 
the Punjab wound would be healed and that the 
reforms inadequate and unsatisfactory though 
they were, marked a they were, marked a new 
era of hope in the life of India. 

But all that hope Was shattered. The Khila
fat promise Was not to be redeemed. The 
Punjab crime was white-washed and most 
culprits went not only unpunished but remained 
in service and some continued to draw pensions 
from the Indian revenue, and in some cases were 
even rewarded. I saw too that not only did the 
reforms not mark a change of heart, but. they 
were only a method of further draining India 
of her wealth and of prolonging her servitude. 

I came reluctantly to the conclusion that 
the British connection had made India more 
helpless than she ever was before, politically 
a.nd economically. A disarmed India has no 
power of resistance against any aggressor if she 
WAnted to engage in an armed conft.ict W'ith him. 
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So much is this the cas8lha;~ SOIna of o\U' best 
:Qle~ consider that India must take generation 
be:(ore she" can achieve the Dominion status .. 
She has become so poor that she has little power 
of resisting famines. Before the British advent 
Iuwa spun and wove,in her millions of cottages 
just the supplement she needed for adding to 
her meagre agricultural resOUl"OOB. This cotta.~ 
industry, so vital for India's existence, has been 
ruined by incredibly heartless a.nd inhuman 
processes as descI'ibed by Engilsh witnesses. 
Little do town-dwellers know how the semi
starved masses of India are slowly sinking to 
lifelessness. Little do th.ey know that their 
miserable comfort represents the brokerage they 
get for the work they do for the foreign exploiter, 
that the profits and the broke-rage are sucked 
from the masses. Little do they realise that" 
the Government established by law in British 
Inl,iia is carried on for this exploitation of the 
maSses. No sophistry, no jugglery in fi.gurea 
~ explain awa,y the evidence that the skeletons 
in many villages present to the naked eye. I 
have no doubt whatsoever that both England and 
tke town-dwt')llers of India will have to &JlSW6I'. 

if there is a God above. for this orime f agaiDtj 
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humanity which is perhaps unequalled in hlsto1'1' 
'The law itself in this country has been used to 
serve the foreign exploiter. My unbiassed en.
mina.tion of the Punjab Martial hw CaSes has 
led me to believe that at lea.st ninety-five per 
cent of convictions were wholly b&d. My ex
perience of political cases in India leads me to 
the conclusion that in nine out of every ten the 
condemnAd men were totally innocent. Their 
crime consisted in the love of their country. 
In ninety-nine cases out of hundred justice 
has been denied to Indians as against Europeans 
in the Oourts of India. This is not an exaggera
ted picture. It is the experience of alm')st every 
Indian who has had anything to do with such 
cases. In my opinion the administration of the 
law is thus prostituted consciously or uncons
ciously fur the benefit of the exploiter. 

The greatest misfortune is that Englishmen 
and their Indian associates in the administration 
of the oountry do not know that they are engaged 
ill the orime I have att Jmpted to describe. I am 
satisfied that many Englishmen and Indian 
officials honestly believe that they are admi
nistering one of the best systems devised in the 
Korld aDfi tha.t India. is making steady though 
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slow progress. They do not know that a. subtle 
but effective system of terrorism and an orga
nised display of force on the one hand, and the 
deprivation of all powers of retaliation or self
defence on the other, have emasculated the 
people and induced in them the habit of 
simulation. This awful habit has added to 
the ignorance and the self-deception of th~ 
administrators. Section 124A under which I 
am happily charged is perhaps the prince among 
the political sections of the Indian Penal Code 
designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen. 
Affection cannot be manufactured or regulated 
by law. If one has no affection for a person or 
system one should be free to give the fullest 
expression to his disaffection, so long as he does 
not contemplate, promote 01' incite to violence. 
:But the section under which Mr. Banker and I 
are charged is one under which mere promotion 
of disaffection is a crime. I have studied some 
()f the cases tried under it, and I know that some 
of the most loved of India's patriots liave been 
convicted under it. I consider it a privilege, 
therefore, to be charged under that section. I 
have endeavoured to give:in their briefest out
nne the reasons lor my disaffection. I have no 
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pet80nal ill-will against any single a.dJpini8trator~ 
much less can I have any disaffection towards 
the King'i:\ pe:rson. But I hold it to be a virtue 
to be disaffected towards a Government which 
in its totality has done more harm to India than 
a,ny previous system. India is less manly 
llnder the :al'itish rule than she ever Wab before. 
:Bolding iuch a belief, I consider it to be a sin 
to have affection for the system. And it has 
been a precious privilege for me to be able to 
write what I have in the T'arious articles ten
dered in evidence against me. 

In fact, I believe that I have rendered ~ 
aervioe to India and England by showing in 
N oneco-operation the way out of the unnatural 
Ii~te in which both are living. In my humble 
opinion, non-co-operation with evil is as much 
a. duty as iii co-operation with good. But in the 
pa.st, ~Qn-co-operation has been deliberately ex
pressed in Violence to the evil-doer. I am 
eDd~vourh:~g to show to my countrymen that 
violent non-co-operation only multiplies evil 
and t~t as evil can only be sustained by 
'Violence~ withdrawal of support of evil requiree 
QOmplete abatAm.tion from violence. Non
'Violellce impli. voluntary ijubmisaion to the: 
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penalty for non-co-operation with evil. I am 
here, therefore, to invite and submit cheerfully 
to the highest penalty that can be inflicted upon 
me for what in law is a deliberate crime and 
what appears to me to be the highest duty of a 
citizen. The only course open to you, the Judge, 
is either to resign your post and thus dissociate 
yourself from evil, if you feel that the law you 
are called upon to administer is an evil and that 
in reality I am innocent; or to inflict on me 
the severest penalty if you helieve that the 
system and tho bw you are assisting to admi
nister are good fOl' the people of tillS country 
and that my activity is therefore injurious to 
the public weal." 

Mr. Banker: I oQ]y want to say that I had 
the privilege of printing these articles and I 
plead guilty to the charge. I have got nothing 
to, say as regards the sentence. 

The following is the full text of the judg
ment ;-

"Mr. Gandhi, you have made my task easy 
in one way by pleading guilty to the charge. 
Nevertheless what remains, namely the deter
mination of a just sentence, is pehaps as difficult 
a proposition a& a judge ill this country could 
. 9 
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have to face. The Jaw is no respecter of persons. 
Nevertheless it will be impossible to ignore the 
fact that you are in a different category from 
any person I have ever tried 'Or am likely to 
have to try. It would be impossible to ignore the 
fact that in the eyes of millions (f your country
men, you are a great patriot and a great leader. 
Even those who differ from you in politics 
look upon you as a man of high ideals 
and of noble and of even saintly life. I have 
to deal with you in one character only. It is 
not my duty and I do not presume to judge 
or criticise you in any other character. It 
is my duty to judge you as a man subject 
to the law, who by his own admission has 
broken the law and com mitted what to an 
ordinary man must appear to be grave offence 
against the State. I do not forget that you 
have consisteutly preached against violence 
and that you have on many occasions, as 
I am willing to believe, done much to prevent 
violence. But having regard to the nature of 
your political teaching and tho nature of 
many of those to whom it was addressed, 
how you could have contiuued to believe 
that violence would not be the inevit-
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able consequence, it passes my capacity to 
understand. 

There are probably few people in India, who 
do not sincerely regret that you should have 
made it impossible for an~' government to leave 
you at liherty. But it is so. I am trying to balance 
what is due to you against what appears to me to 
be necessary in the interl'st of the public, and I 
propose in passing sentence to follow the precedent 
of a case in many respects similar to this case 
that WaS decided some tWblyc years ago, I mean 
the case against Bftl Gan~adhar Tilak under the 
same section. The sentence that was passed 
upon him as it finally stood waS a sentence of 
simple imprisonment for six years. You will 
not consider it unreasonahle, I think, that you 
should be classed with Mr. Tilak, 1. e. a sentence 
of two years simple imprisonment on each count 
of the charge; six years in all, which I feel it 
my duty to pass upon you and I should like to 
say in doing"so that if the course of events in 
India should make it possihle for the Govern
ment to reduce the period aml release you, no 
one will be better pleased than I. 

The Judge to Mr. Banker :-1 assume you 
have been to a large extent under the influence 
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of your chief. T,pe sentence that I prupose 
to pass upon you is simple imprisonment for 
six months on each of the first two counts, 
that is to say, simple imprisonment for one 
year and a fine of a thousand rupees on the 
third count, with six months' simple imprison-
ment in default." 

}ir. Gandhi said: I would say one word. 
Since you have done me the honour of recalling 
the trial of the Jate Lokmallya Bal Gangadhal' 
Tilak, I just want to say that I cunsider it to 
be the proudest privilege and honour to be aSb,,
ciated with his name. So far as the sentence 
itself is concerned, I certainly consider that it is 
as light as any judge would inHict on me, ana. 
so far as the whole proceedings are concerned 
I must say that I co~ld not have expected grea
ter cour~sy. 

Then the friends of Mr. Gandhi crowded 
round him as the Judge left the c,ourt and fell 
at his feet. There was much sobbing on the 
part of both men and women. But all the 
while Mr. Gandhi was smili.ng and cool a.nd 
giving enoouragement to everybody who came 
to him. Mr. Banker also was smiling und ta
king this in a light-hearted way. After all his 
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friends had taken leave of him, Mr. Gandbi 
was taken out of the court to the Sabarmati Jnil. 

And thus the great trial finished. 


