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FOREWORD

FROM about the end of May to the middle of
September 1917 South India particularly went
through a strange and trying political experi-
once. What suggested to the authorities the
adoption of this ¢ policy without a godfather”
as Mr. Vyasa Row has so appropriately char-
acterised it, and which led up to this experience
on our part is still a mystery. It is equally a
mystery where Indian affairs would have led to
under this direction but for a dramatic and
providential change at the helm brought about
by the Mesopotamia debate. The policy which
began and ended in this mysterious manner is
illustrative of the prospects of Indian progress
under bureaucratic patronage. Many instances

" magy be recalled in which, if the judgment of
the Executive in India had been reversed as
promptly as in this instance, India's destiny
would have run on different lines.

Be this as it may, it is worth observing that
in politics the blunders of rulers are more full of
lessons than a wise handling of public affairs.
The chapter of bureaucratic maladroitness pre;
gented here and which is even more mstructwa
to the bureaucrats themselves than to others is

" not an exception to this truth. It strikingly
unfolds the successive stages of a melodrama
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which cannot but be of interest even to the
average British reader. For, it would make
him familiar with the singular and amusing
developments which his own countrymen are
capable of in India as bureaucrats.

It need hardly be pointed out that, in these
fast moving days, it is essential*that the record
of every Executive assumption followed by a
constitutional triumph should be found in an
easily available form. It hasso happened that
these contributions from the pen of Mr. Vyasa
Row embody in a natural and historical
sequence the various instructive phases of an
egregious attempt and its failure. The Execu-
tive, in spite of its discomfiture in this matter,
is still struggling hard to avert a collapse of its
case with available resources as may be seen
from the way the Deputations have been sought
t0 be selected in Madras. This is but a
drizzle after the downpour. Still, it is better
there are obstacles revealing the character of
oparties and the moral strength of a cause than
that we should have an opposition thwarting
our attempts without any external indication.

The hundreds of readers who will enjoy this
Story of a Blunder cannot but feel obliged to
Messrs. Ganesh & Co. for issuing it so oppor-~
tunely.

“BeacH HoUSE,” MYLAPORE, S. SUBRAHMANIEM.
1524 December 1917,
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1917,
“About February Government of India’s Circular to Local’
or March.” Governments *in’ regard to Home

Rule or Self-Government "—Contents
not yet disclosed.

24th May, ... Lord Pentland’s Spesch to the Legisla-
tive Council at Ootacamund.

16th June. ... Orders of Internment served on Mrs,
Besant and Messrs, Wadia and
Arundale.

1ath july. ... Mr, Montagu’s Speech on the Mesopota-
mia Report 1n the House of Com-
mons.

18th ,, .. Mr Austen Chamberlain’s resignation,
consequent upon the Report and the
Debate.

rgth ,, .. Appointment of Mr. Montagu as Secre-
tary of State for Ind®.

aoth Aug. ... Historic announcement in Parhament by
Mr. Montagu in »¢ Responsible Gov-
ernment to India and of hi wisit to
this country.

sth Sept. ... Intimation in the Imperial Legslative
Council of the cancellation of orders
of internment.

th , .. Release of the interned.



Publishers’ Note

Growth of public opinion requires that such events
as have taken place recently should find presentation
in an available form as pussessing a present’ and
future value. The thanks of the publishers are due to
Mr, K. Vyasa Rao for enabling them to bring out
what has been so very appreciatively spoken of and
found interesting by a large section of the public.
A few minor omissions and verbal changes have

-been- made as suitable alterations by the author,

The Publishers are deeply grateful to Dr. Sir
S. Subrahmanya Aiyar for the Foreword which he has
written ip the midst of his engrossing work,
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i.— Boit from the Biue Hills

[On 63h April Lord Pentlaud closed the ,Budgut seagion of the
Madras Legislative Council at Madras, During the whole of this
sesslon be made no reference to Indian political demands or to the
areation of an unhealthy or undesirable political atmosphere in the
Madres Presidency. On 84th May however in closing a Legisiative:
session at Ootucamund be bitterly inveighed against Indian politioal
demands and complained against “ a campaign of constunt detrac-

" “a reckless campaign of calumny,” urged * that all thonghte
of the early grant of responsible Self-Governmeunt should be entirely
put out of mind” and finally ended by * calling upon all who hear me,
or read thesa words for their support in any action which the Govern-
ment may be foroed tc take to discourage these unwise and
dangerous methods and the extravagant aims, which they are design-
ed to further,” Between 8th April and 28nd May no event had taken
plikce in Madras except the 28th session of the Provincial Conference
at which Mr, V. P, Madhava Row, O,1.B, presided and urged that the
bureauoratic form of government should give place to responsible
government, Lord Pentland however did not refer to this presi-
dential speech, but preferred a general condemnation of the
demand for tesponsible government and announced his intention $o
resort to repressive measures—to regulate the politioal progress of
the gountry by executive action.]

IF anything conld aggravate the holding of &

legislative session at Ootscamund, the fore-
shadowing of a repressive programme at such
sossion, on grounds that will not bear examination
even by an average school-boy. cannot but do it.
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But & month end fifteen days back, His Excellency
was in possession of all the materials that have now
gone to convince him of the need for repressive
action and he was face to face with his Legislative
Council when from the capital of the presidency he
could have made the same snnoancement as he has
made now. Bat he did not do so; and what has
happened since then to force his hands to commit
himself to a statement so bewilderingly wide of the
mark ? The only public function of any importance,
of provincial magnitude, was the meeting of the
28th Session of the Provincial Conference at Cadda-
lore at which an ex-Dewan of three Indian States
and a Companion of the Indian Empire presided
and pleaded for the transfer of the powers of Gov-
ernment from all autocratic officialdom to a respon-
sible executive. Even he deprecated the nse of the
term Home Rule and pointed out that 1t was no
longer & question of the good points of the bureaa-
cracy to which he could bear personal testimony,
but of the inevitable need for a radical change in
the system of lndian Government. The issue of
the G. O. regarding students and politics which wae
enforced at the Conference itself led to mo contre-
tempe of any kind. As usual the delegates spoke to
the respective resolutions and departed to their
respective places as they have done for a generatien
now. Assuredly, nothing that could have taken
place at Cuddalore could have suggested the need
for drastio steps such as His Excellency thonght fit
to ask the support of the Council for. Has there
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‘been anything elee in this presidency or even outside
this presidency ?—anything else that might not
have called for action abount the beginning of April P
What then is the justification for Lord Pentland to
have spoken not a word about the need for re-
pressive action in April but to make snch a fearfal
prognostioation about the end of May? The subject
of Self-Government for India was not on the agenda’
of that session of the Council. No non-official
member had referred to it ; and yet Lord Pentland
was inclined to be candid at the closing quarter
of an honr of the session which gave no chance of &
reply from any of his councillors. This was neither
courteous of him nor calenlated to improve his
relations with them. It was something like a man
waiting for the train to start to have his unpleasant
say to those who had come to see him off. It wasa
process of rating the whole country and tarning his

.back in the expectation that the comntry and he

wonld get on the better for it. It was s mistake,
even were Hie Fixcellency’s observations justifiable,
for him to have put them off to a session of the
*Council that was to meet about 250 miles away from
the capital city and nearly 7000 feet above sea level.
Not that he should have measured the level of the
place at which he makes a speech, but it is deplor-
able that he shonld have made from a sammer retreas
a declaration of policy,on & subject of supreme impor-
tance at a time of political and economic travail like
the present. It was a worse mistake for him to have
«made those observations giving no opportanity for
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the representatives of the people whose support he
songht for to open their minds in their tarn to the
head of the Government. It was the worst mistake
for him to have made those obserwations without &
word of explanation as to the exact circumatances-
that called forth the plen of campaign that he chose
to ountline to the evident stupefaefjon of those who
were present.

Notwithatanding all these considerations, we 'hnvo
got before us a speech by the head of the Govern-
ment that makes one wonder what is to come next
and what it is intended to herald forth. Dealing with
it a8 a responsible utterance made to the oconstitated
representatives of the people one eannot but raise
the guestion if His Excellency was within his prov-
ince in dealing with an issme which involves the
continuance of the powers which are by statatory
enaotments vested in him as Governor-in Council.
He is directly & party, just as in & question between a
landlord and his tenant, the landlord is no more than
s dominant party. If rightly or wrongly the Indian
demand is that the presen form of government in
India should be replaced by a popalar form, those in
whom that Government is vested at present are
clearly outside the tribunal that is to pronounce the
award. It is open to them to argue their case against
the party making the demand, but it is certainly not
even decent for them to assame the role of disinter-
ested councillors and impartial judges, and more to
promise to exercise the powers of gunardianship $o the
«extent of applying the legal birch, By all means if
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there should be a breach of the peace or the commis-
sion of any oriminal aot, the Government, not as &
political party, but as & body respousible for peace
and order, are bound to tske action. Bat it is to
argue like a political party, and thes in connectiow
with parely political issnes to set in motion the
maochinery of Government intended for the preserva-
tion of pwace and order, Even wheu s political crime
takes place the Government act not asa political
party, bat as custodians of public safety. In coun-
tries governed like India espacially, the distinotion
between a (Government that acta ss the supreme
sovereign authority and as a subordinate entity
exercising powers of trust delegated to it is nnmistak-
able. It is open to the Government of His Majesty at
Home, to the sovereign people of England, to penalise
any agitation for Self-government under the Crown
in India. Right or wrong, politic or impolitic, sach
. & gtep i not constitutionally 1nconsistent with
{odia a8 a dependency. But for a provincial satrap
in India, to step into the arena of controversy and
“brandish his stock of weapons to thwart an agitation
having for ite object the modification of the
powers tested in him is too chimerical for an age
when old empires are melting before our eyes to
make new federations, when even in India princes
-vie with publicists in confessing that unless a great
national aatonomy is developed soom, our national
-safety stands to be imperilled at any moment. Self-
government for India has cessed to be a matter
of internal need omly. It has become more immie
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pent from the need for India to bescome a live
factor within the Empire and within the larger orbit
which includes the Empire as s oonstituent. At
soch a time to adumbrate & schemer of repression, to
ostracize the demand of Self-government for
Indis, is to become in reality apprehensive of the
larger vision of the higher gjatesmanship of
Great Britain and the Empire. For, while uothing
has happened in recent months in Madras to threaten
& breach of the orderly relatious between Govern-
ment and the people, a good deal has happened ont~
side India to hasten our prospects. Even & hereditary
Maharajaeh has unburdened his heart throwing off
the inherited reserve of his order and asked the
representatives of the Empire whether Indian aspira-
tions are insoluble? Even an nnyielding Colonial
Minister like Sir Robert Borden has admitted that
reciprocity can be the only rule of conduct between
India and the Colonies, Even so staunch a believer
in preferential treatment by race and color as Guneral
Smuts has strack in for a constitution of the British
Empire as an irresistible partnership of self-governing
nations. If he did not mean to include India in such
& description, he need not have made it at ali, seeing
that the British Empire excluding India and the
Crown and plantation colonies form s monarchicsal
commonwealth of free nations. The strength and
vigour of that declaration and the very timbre of his
voioce in making it shewed clearly that Iudia was to
be set free to make the utmost of her God-given
opportunities, liberated from the shackles of =&
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benevolent bat zealous despotism. Mr. Asquith, had
at “the very beginning of the war, when Indian
loyalty oame upon the world as & stunning revelation,
spoke of lifting this country from a dependent to a
psrtner. Since then India has travelled fast and
oome to be a question of practical politics in addition
to being a favourite subject of appreciation and regard.
At such a time, when there is nothing to compromise
law and order, Liord Pentland has taken npon himself
to proclaim that “ all thoughts of the early graat of
respounsible self-government should be put entirely
oat of mind.” Who has commissioned the Governor
of Madras, of all authorities in India, to make so
oonfident an assertion as to the intentions of the
people of the United Kingdom and of the other parta
of the British Empire? By sll means let any attempt to
violate law and order meet with condign punishment ;
baot that does not mean that it lies 10 the power of
.Lord Pentland to ask us to put out of thought the
early grant of responsible Self-government for this
country. He has chosen to speak in the strain of a
modern Canute, but uulike that great wise man, in
genaine igoorauce of what may lie within his reach.
To fortify himself in this amusing attitude he speaks
of “ & reckless campaign of calumuny directed agaiost
the Madras Government.,” If there be any such
campaign, by all means let the law take its course.
But there are political bodies of establiched repute
» like the Congress and the Moslem Lesgue, and there
are men as loysl as Lord Pentland outside
India in the British Empire, of his own race
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and blood, who cannot contemplate an India aftér the
War without a substantial change in her politioal
statns. Ineofar as Lord Pentland lends himself to
mixing up a tendency to lawlessness which exists
nowhere in this Presidency with an attempt to bring
abont such a change he will be making an egregioas
blunder and helping in the formation of a class of
critics less considerate to our national shortcomings.
By interfering with the constitutional rights of the
sabject in British India, at such a time as thie, when
England is steadying itself from might without right,
be will be raising forces of disapproval that will be
by no means a testimony to British statesmanehip in
India. Let him deal with political wrong-doers as
they arise and demand attention ; but let him atand
aloof from loyal and constitutional attempts to effeot
a change in the character of the Government in India-
These attempts and the various schemes put forward
for the political advancement of the country .have.
nothing to do with the business en his hand. He is
here to administer the province and not to issue
injunctions as to oar political aspirations. Let him
not trifle with the spirit of national self-respect, at a
time when for the upholding of that spirit ih regard
to a foreign charge like Belgiam the blood of the
East has mingled with the waters of the Bomme, the
Nile and the Tigris, In this matter onr petition will
be laid on the steps of the British Throne and com-
mitted to the conscience of the Nations of the British «
Empire, in the presence of the great Democracies 'of
the Old and the New World. If the small vested
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interests of the bureancracy should be more to it
than the inanguration of a new epoch under the ®gis
of an awakened Great Britain and Greater Britain,
let it demur to' the change; but let no attempt be
made to create an unseemly political squabble with
-all the unedifying consequences that it must lead to
if persisted in.~(Hindu, 318t Aug.)

Il.—¢¢< Public Safety ”’ and
Political Faith

[Conformably to the policy foreshadowed in his speech at
Qotacamund by Lord Pentland, executive action wag taken and
orders of intgrnment were served on Mrs, Besant and Mesars,
‘Wadia and Arundale on 16th June,)

Tae Issux BeroRE THE COUNTRY

NO irony can be more bitter and no political pros-
pect more exasperating thau that an Aot passed
-for securing public.safety should in the hands of the
bureaucracy come to be utilised for endangering the
safety of the individual. It is snfficiently bad th
any sabject of the Crown should be liuble to be deal
with directly by the executive in regard to his per-
-gonal freedom without the safeguards of a legal trial ;
but it is worse that he shonld be so liable under the
provisions of an Aot intended for the greater security
of person and property ata time of war and hence
arming the execative with unlimited powers. It is
this oallons misnse of a legislative measure by the
executive that has anderufined the trust of the people
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more than the deprivation of personal freedom itself ;.
aud not until this policy of misapplying and abusing
the powers under the Defence of Indis Aot is de-
finitely abandoned by the Governinent can public
trust be restored. That is the stand on which alb
Indian politicians as politicians pure and simple must
rest their position and demand a vetraction of the
present policy. Home Rule is & political tenet by
itself whose legality has been at no time questioned ;
the methods pursned by its leaders and followers are
subject to legal teats and nct one of them desires to
escape the proper application of all or any of these
teats. It is open to every one to entertain whatever
differences he may choose as regards the goal or the
mothods. But, we are all of ns bound to‘see that the
application of the D.-fence of India Act is confined
only to purposes for which that Act has been passed.
This is the duty that rests upon all those, who, whas-
ever their shade of political opinion, whatever their .
political caste and creed, mean to count in the affairs
of the country as citizens. Those who stand aloof
from soch an attempt by constitutional methods,
have no business to pose themsslves as political
leaders, either as Home Rulers or Anti-Homé Ralers.
The cleavage at the present moment if honesty is to
be a factor in Indian politics, is here and here alone.
The Zewindars who have rushed to announce their
non-complicity with Home Rule, the non-Brahmin
politicians who belabour the Brahmin community and
the Home Rale leaders, even the Anglo-Indian mer-
chaats, lawyers and business-men who think it worth
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while to be in Indis, all of them must see to it that
this executive demoralisation comes to an end. If
there is & general political conscience in India, apart
from the grievances of particular commaunities and
apart from the reservations that each class
may have in regard to Indian politioal problems in
their entirety, it onght to assert itself in such an
attempt. Pablic conferences and meetings to be
held in regard to the situation that faces us at
the present moment need not concern thewselves
with any rider as to the Post-war Reform scheme—
that is a matter capable of exciting honest differences
of opinion and munst be left to bo pursued by each
political party as it may appeal to itself. Bat all
parties ought to agree that the Defence of India Act
ig not to be used in regard to any person as toc whose
allegiance to the British Crown as a British subjeot
there is not the shadow of an adverse suggestion,
. Unleas the Government are prepared to affirm that a
person is interested in the overthrow of British
sovereignty of India or that his action is calculated
to help it, whatever other Aot they may employ, they:
ought not to think of the Defence of India Act.
Firstly because it demoralises the national feeling
against British connection iteelf, forcing people to
think of themselves as enemies of the British Crown,
and secondly because the powers nnder the Aot are
80 wide that the executive may do anything and
« everything under it—so that used against loyal snb-
jects of the Crown, it becomes & most tyrannical
abuse of power. What wounld those Zemindars who
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-are now announcing fo the world that they are against
the Home Rale propaganda—what would they think
if under the Defence of India Act the benefit of the
permanent settlement is indefinitely revoked and their
¢ peishcush ' enhanced? This may be an extreme
example, bat it is clear that if the Act has not been
meant as a short cut for such a.purpose, it is not
equally a short cut to silenoe all those with whom the
Bureaucracy may not agree,

‘Wanine Farrm,

Sir James Meston, in opening the first meeting of
the U. P, Council on his return from Eogland as an
Indian delegate to the Imperial Conference, confessed
that the country was being overtaken with a sense of
distrust such as he had never before experieneed.
“There is,” he admitted, ‘“a note of suspicion sad
mistrust such as I have never heard before daring
my service in the country.” He put it more explicitly
in the next sentence and said ‘‘there sesms to be a
fear that the Government of this conntry is in some
way preparing a policy of reaction.” To exchange
our ideas freely with Sir James Meston, whether the
Goverument is actually preparing such a Policy of
reaction or not, there is uo denying that there is such
a fesliug. Nor can it be overlooked that there are
grounds for such a feeling, The War broke out in
August 1914; Lord Hardinge left India in April,
1916. 8o long as Lord Hardings was here there was
nothing but & wave of enthnsiasm and confideace in
4he inteations of the Government. The Congress
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session of 1914 shewed the feeling when Lord Pent-
land graced the occasion and for a momeunt he and
Mrs. Besant stood on the platform their hands held in
greeting. The Congress of 1915 merited the approba-
tion of the Anglo-Indian Press—it was as though the
Government had lent one of their own body to preside
over the session. Sir Pherozeshah Mehta had died-
some weeks previously and yet the Congress went on
as though he was there to direct its deliberations. It
showed the solidarity of feeling between the Govern-
ment and the delegates in almost all essential matters.
In April Lord Hardinge left these shores—at a most
inopportune hour for India—evidently on account of
the Mesopotamia Inquiry. From June 1976 India
was no longer what it was under Lord Hardinge. The
action against Mr. Tilak in Bombay, against Mrs.
Besant in Madras, the discovery of the Round Table
group trying to shape the political future of India
_stadiously avoiding publicity and angrily resenting it
later, the publicatiop of that obsolete Report with-
ont a word of indication that the Government of
India considered it 8o, the attempt made to take away
the right of civil action against the Secretary of
State in «consolidating existing statates, the perpetua-
tion of existing disabilities against Indians even in
creating a temporary Defence Force, the abolition of
the system of volunteering just at the time it should
have been thrown open on old conditions to Iudians
of all ranks and classes subject to proper tests, all
these successively shewed that Lord Hardinge's policy
no longer held gooE in India. Each of them was a
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reactionary step in itself, and the cumniative effect
was to evidence the setting in of a reactionary regime
—notwithstanding all the inspiring sentiments that
emanated from higher authorities at- Home. Add to
this feeling created by sucoessive events, the fact that
the Government of India had sent a Despatoh about
post-Warreforms withont any annonggement in India,
and add to it again the reception given to the Nineteen
Memorandum by the Anglo-Indian Press and by
officials themselves. Would it not have been strange
if & fesling of distrust had not resulted from all these
circumstances one after another, firstly in the sphere
of general policy of the Government and secondly
and specifically in regard to the post-War policy. Bat
still, when the Congress met in December last at
Lacknow there was nothing to dlshmgu:ah that session
exocept that it made up for lack of ite own activity tor
eleven months in the year by sauthorising political
bodies of its own persuasion to popularise the Reform
scheme, in consequence® of the,fear that, as the
Government of India was mclined to be, Indian
Dpoliticians could not take the risk of inaction,

Tug LaresT PHASE,

If things had been left even at this stage, matters
would have been more or less in a normal eondition—
but the policy of utilising the provisions of the Dafence
of India Act to control political agitation, after a
pointedly ¢ political’ speech by the head of a
Government and the further use of its provisions
for putting down the agitation to which this
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action has given rise—this last phase has converted
distrust into despair. Was Lord Pentland’s
a political or & military speech—was it the
speech of a politician, whatever might be its com-
plexion, or was it the warning of a Dictator ruling
a rebel people under & Military Law? It wass
political speech through and through—delivered at
a time of profound peace in India, at a time when
the War Loan was the foremost topic to engross
public attention, wheo public meetings wera being
couvened for presuading young men to join the
Defence Force ;—and 1t was crticised as a politioal
speech—as openly as the speech was made. Bat
the action that followed it was under the Defence
of India Act' The two cannot but stand connected
together, and the conclusion caonot bat be drawn
that the bureanrracy in its reactionary progress has
come after all to clutch at & War measare enacted
for the enemies of the Crown to strike an effective
blow at Indian constitational sgitation !

To those of tha public who knew the assurances
given by Sir Reginald Craddock when the Defenca
of India Act was, introduced by him, the situation
created by the present application of the Actisa
sad lesson indeed. Apart from the “ powers pri-
marily required in the military interests of the
oountry ” and “for the protection of property of
military valoe and for the prevention of injary to
such property or to the interests of the Army as
geuerally are required when the conntry is at war”
~apart from powers required for these purposes,
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he mentioned three other factors which required.
the provisions embodied in the Defeuse of Indis
Act. These were firstly the revolutionary party on
the Pacifio Cosst of America, which he * cop--
veniently described *’ as the Ghadr party, and which
in his words “saw in the great European war their
best opportunity for attempting tQ translate their
dootrines into action ; ¥ secondly, what he described
88 being ““ closely akin to this movement, the anar-
chist movement in Bengal ” and whose * ultimate
aims are thesame ; ”’ and thirdly the *‘ lawlessness in
Western Panjab, partly induced by economic unrest.”
He wound up after enumersting these caoses :—
“These, my Lord, are the canses which have led
tbe Government to introduce this legislation.” Bat,
does Mrs. Besant’s agitation or Mr. Arundale’s
complicity or Mr. Wadia’s activity, does any of
these things come under the category of the re-
volutionary conspiracy on the Pacific Coast, or under
the anarchist movement in Bengal or under the.
lawlessness in Western Punjab,  wrecking shops

nd houses of Banias and burning their books ”?
[;)id Mr. Karandikhar's sojourn in South India con-
tribute to any of these three inimical activitiea? Are
the warnings that are week after week ramoured to
be given to a journal here and a publisher there
under the Defence Act—are these also given because
the gentlemen receiving them have been in parti-
cipation with any of the three factors mentioned by
the Home Member? The latest phase of buresucratic
reaction shews the extent to whjgh the Buresucraoy
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is prepared 0 go in the maintenance of what has
seomed to Indians a “ policy ” of the present Gov-
ernment of India~—a policy under which the people
feel compelled $o- believe that there is safety only in
silence. Under sach cironmstauces despair must
give place to a policy of constitutional resistance if
the country has not become dead to political sen-
sibility. How can Sir Jumes Moston wonder that
he has to witness currents of thought and feeling
that he has never before witnessed ?

When we have come to such a pass as this, before
there can be any attempt at exchange of views on
the reforms to follow the conclusion of the War—
there mast be a restoration of good faith by the
Defence of India Act being withdrawn from soch
applications. We may allow the past to be an in-
stance of sadden distemper in the body politic of
the country and enter into a free exchange of views
-—provided only this danger to pablic safety under-
mioning political faith is arrested in time before the
exchange of views begins. If Government will not
consent to this, all our effurts must be concentrated
io keeping ourselves at least free as a cunstitational
political party. A new movement, apart from Home
Rale, or Post-War Reform onght to be begun the
aim of which should be to force the Government to
abandon the present attitude.—(Hindu, 16th Aug.)



1.—¢¢ Within Their Powers '’

——

[When questions were asked in the House of Commons by Com-
mander Wedgewood nhd Mr, Philip Boowden, "Mr, Austen Chamber-
1ain, the Becretary of State for lodia, replied that ‘although the
internments were not sanctioned by bim at the outset, he approved
of the action of the Mudras Government gg it was * within their
powers,”]

IN the course of the reply Mr. Chamberlain had to
give to questions in the Houee of Commons, justify-
ing the Madras Government’s recent orders, he had
to fall back more than once on the plea that they
had socted within their powers, Of course, Mr.
Chamberlain agreed with them when the Iideal
{Government responsible for peace and order acted
within their powers, We suppose this phrase, actiag
within powers, has & particalarly sovthing effsct oa
the Eoglishman’s mind. When the Government
have not gone beyond the limits open to them, the
whole matter is treated as one of discretion ; and the
diacretion of vhe man on the spot’is allowed to prevail
over the discretion of another who is thoosands of
miles away from the place. The doctrine of the man
on the spot acting unerringly is no longer of such
sanctity as it was before and during the time of Lord
Carzon’s Vicoroyalty, Those were the days when the
man on the spot theory had unquestioned acoeptanoce.
The troubles that followed the close of that Viceroyal-
ty oonvinced the British political public that that
theory had severe limitations and it would be
disastrous to systematically ignore thoss limitations.
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Bince then, the Mesopotamian failare has been a
more powerful means of bringing to light the danger
of going to sleep, trasting the man on the spot. The
faot is the mau on the spot will do well only when
the man to whom he is anawerable exercises at any
rate ordinary care and cantion. If this lutber makes
the theory a convenient pillow on which he might
rest his head and resounce his responsibilities, he
woald have to wake up with a atart and rogret that
he had pat the theory to wrong nse. So far, British
political opinion is now trying to shake itself free
drom the dootrine of the man on the spot. Bat this
phrase “ Within their powers ' has not yet lost its
hold oo the Euglish mind and capable advisers
of the Secretary of State know that it has still its
valne as an hypnotic pass. It is necessary, therefore,
that members of the Hcuse ol Commons at any rate
must know what value they should attach toit in
reality,

If we should begin with the alphabet of Indian
politics, we have to make members of Parliament
understand that in everything the Government may
do in India, they will be within their powers. They
might deport a British subject without assiguing
reason and withont brioging him to trial and
detain him under duress vile, and they will be
within their powers. They might prohibit publie
mestings convened for constitutional purposes by the
fower of the educated section of ths commanity or
permit a meeting to be held but prevent ite proceed-
Anes beino nnblished in the local press and they act
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within their powers, They might keep the publio in
sn oppressed state of temsion on acsount of their-
arbitrary orders aud leave public men carrying oo
constitutional, political and public work in one sphere
or snother in s state of perpetual nerve as to what
might happen to their personal safety and freedom
the next moment. -They have thewpower to act so.
They might, without the least justification, ask a.
perron abount to start & press or a jouroal to farnish
a security and they act within their powers. They
might come down with a heavier oall of secority from-
any press or paper in eXistence for more than seven
years now and not even the Secretary of State can
say any more than that they have acted within their
powers. They way “ proclaim ” a Province to-morrow
and prohibit all meetings of more than 20 persons
wherever held and for whatever purpose withont a
licenge from the Police and they will be quite within
their poweras. The other day at Tuticorin a Sub-
Tnspector of Police ordered a peaceful meeting to
disperse, althongh Madras is not a proclaimed area
and no permission of the Police is necessary—and
the presumption of the anthorities is that he acted
within hie powers. For, we bave not yet heard that
that official has been cashiered for what be did. More
wonderful than this, the Magistrate in 1ndia sanctions
a prosecation and his subordinate depending upon
him for his prospects and promotion tries the man
whose prosecution is so sanctioned and they all act
within their powers, In norwsl times, in aboormal
times, the Governments in India act within their
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powers—and they do not lack powers to act mach as
they please; but if they suspect that they do,
the deficiency is made up in no time and a
“Law” or an "*“Act” ia passed enabling them to
act ay they want to. The Indian Press Act of
1910 and the Conspiracy Aot of 1918 are instanoes.
If we turn to administrative and executive matters,
they are always within their powers. For instanoe,
which law, which statate, has anthorised the Govern-
ment of Bebhar, the baby province, to spend eeven
monthe in the year at Ranchi ! The faot is Ranchi
corresponds to Ooty, Darjeeling, Mahableshwar,
Naini-Tal and Simla, In creatiog special openings for
the members of the Civil Service at a time of War
like this, in giving them pecnuiary compensation for
lack of promotion when we hear of sacrifice on all
sides, in finding house accommodation for those who
can take oare of themselves both among Indians and
Buropeans, leaving the poorer classes without a
ooncern, in having no more than one College of
Medicine and one College of Engineering for a
population of 43 millions—in all these they so
within their powers. In what they do, in what
they do not do, in what they may teke it into
their heads to do, they act within their powers, If
80, what are these ‘ unlimited” powers worth?
end what is the good of alleging sas a justification
that the Government have acted within their powers
a8 though they derive their powers from the people
or sre answerable to them in exercising them ?

On the other hggd, & Becretary who knows the
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A.B.C. of Indian Administration ought fo set aside
a8 worthless the allegation that the Government have
acted within their powers. The whole question is
bhave they acted in the spirit of ‘the British Con-
stitution-—as whose agents they administer India? If
not, and if they have only acted within sheir powers,
their action may not at all be conformable to those
prinoiples sacred to the canse of haman liberty which
is the only justification for Great Britain to be in
poseesgion of Indis, but may be in consonance ouly
with those very negations of individual liberty which
have made Qerman efficiency what it is to day—a
danger to the human race! The question for Parlia-
mentary officials and critics is to examine aud see
how far the action of the authorities in India is sach
as can be in full conformity to the declared principles
of civic and political freedom for establishing which
the Democracies of the world are now warring with
the German “ efficiency ” born of a political despotism.
Mr. Chamberlain said no doubt that he * had o
desire to suppress any movement for freedom.” Good
8o far ag it goes. Bnt has he found out what it is
that he has suppressed afterall! Freedom is sup-
pressed when & person owing allegiance to the Crown
is not brooght to trial, but kept in custody—in a
atate of suspended animation—is deprived of the use
of her or his God-given powere—condemued to be a
mere physiological organism—discharging the pri-
mary fanctions of keeping the body and soul together.
In doing this the Government in India may well
believe that they have acted wighjn their powers, but.
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they act totally ontside the epirit of the British
Constitation and in clear defiance of British principles
of political fairplay. Mr. Chamberlain, with his
disoretion, practically clouded by the ‘ powers” of
the Government, has failed to see that he has been a
party to suppressing freedom even as he was avowing
that he bad no such desire! What can be a more
pathetic tragedy than this in illustrating the gulf
that divides ** constitntional principles ” from * con-
stitntional practice’” which munst necesssrily snggest
the adoption of desperate remedies before the gulf is
bridged. Were India a self-governing conutry like
Canada, it would be an adequate suawer for the
Secretary of State to say that the Government have
acted within their powers. But now se India is, that
anawer is absolutely devoid of all significance and in
reality only mesans “ they do what they do ;.1 say ditto
to what they do.”’—(New India, 17th Aug.)



IV.—Signs of a Change

[Atter this luminoue enunciation of polioy, bf the Government of
Madras baving acted * within their powers,” in the ordering of
Providence the Mesopotamia Debate came. It strangely enough left
Lord Hardinge at bis post, although he thrice~aersd so resign, bus
unexpectedly furnished an ocoasion for Mr, Ohamberinin befng
relieved of his charge of India—and an indication of a change of
policy was revealed by tbe appointment of Mr, Montagu in
Mr, Ohamberlain's place,]

ﬁLTHOUGH a Parliamentary bye-prodoct of the
Mesopotamia Inquiry, the resignation of Mr.
Austen Chamberlain is the most timely resigonation
we have had for a long time past. It may almost be
said that the only redeeming feature of the waate of
reputations that the Mesopotamia report seems to
have involved is the change in the office of the Secre-
tary of State for India. But for this, the debates
in both Houses would have been all in all an ill wind
that blew no good. Without disputing the share -
Mesopotamia bas had in the resignation of Mr. Cham-
berlain, it seems by no means unlikely that the
present sitnation in India has also had an essential
part in bringing about the change. The unuwmber of
cables that have gone to the Premier must have
made Mr. Lloyd George scratch his head for a
moment aod look in the direction of the India Office.
He must have made up his mind that this was no
time for imperial maladroitness, and must have
realised the need for a change at the helm. I take
it so because if it was open to Mr. Ralfoar to * thrice ”
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retuse Lord Hardinge's resignation, it should have
‘been equslly open to Mr. Lloyd George to put aside
Mr. Chamberlain’s tender. It may be techoioslly
true that it is not” open to the Premier to refase s
resignation tendered by a oolleague and even if it
should be open to him, no man can be held down to
an office. Bat, between being prepared to relinquish
it and being permitted to do so, there is too noticeable
8 galf to beignored and this circomstance cawe for
prominent eriticism in the lIonse of Commons. Agsin,
as between the late Viceroy and the late Secretary of
Btate, the storm has been particularly rongh round
the Viceroy’s head, and Mr, Chamberlain was left to
navigate a comparatively calm ocean and was evenm
in & position to go to the support of the ex-Viceroy.
Pablic feeling did not anticipate that when Lord
Hardinge’s resignatinn was not wanted, Mr. Chamber-
lain’s would be considered necessary. It may perhaps
.be urged that Lord Hardinge is indispensable in the
Foreign Office and therefore Mr, Balfour counld not
think of disturbipg the existing arraugements. That
means by avowed implioation that Mr. Chamberlain
in the India Office filled a different role and that in
the present condition of Indian politics the balance of
advantage was perhaps the other way about. The
effect is that the Premier readily responded to the
psychological opportanity and accepted a resignation
which Mr. Chemberlain was bound to tender ac-
oording to acoepted traditions. The Anglo-Indian
Prees was inolined to hold that in the present situa~
tion in Indis Mr. Chgmberlain ought to have been
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asked to continne in office ; if so, the inference is
clear that the Premier was altogether of a different
mind—which means again that although the Meso-
potamia report was the cause of the tender of the
resignation the situation in India was the prime
motive in its acceptance by the Prigge Minister.

If any additional warrant should be considered
necesgary in support of this construction, the appoint-
ment of Mr, Montagn farnishes it in abundance. 1f
Mr. Chamberlain’s policy had been approved by Mr.
Lloyd George, he would not have appointed as his
suovessor the very man who said in the conrse of the
very Meeopotamia debate that the Government in
India shonld become more responsible to the people.
The juxta-position is exceedingly interesting indeed;
for, Mr, Chamberlain retorted there was no connection
between Mesopotamia and Indian reforms. The eon-
neotion is obvious and would have been obvious had
not Mr. Chamberlain been accustomed to wear a.
monocle from the time of his political pativity.
Mesopotamian failure is dead and gone, it has been
splendidly retrieved ; but there seems something
like a failure looming in the distance in India. Mr.
Montaga virtuelly directed the attention of Mr.
Cbamberlain to the clonds that are gathering from
the clouds that have become an unpleasant memory.
Farthermore, if the people of Iudia bad possessed
greater respoueibility at the time of the Mesopotamia
failore, if the Government of India had been liable to
get its oredit voted by the representatives of the
people, there wounld have beenggreater vigilance ou
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the part of the Government of India in the ordering
of the expedition. Under the present Constitation of
Indis, the Government has not got evén the advantage
of a vigilant opposition to which it would have to
own some responsibility. The India Office, jammed
between the Cabinet and the War Office in England,
the oue chalking out the line of political policy snd’
the other having the last word about military require-
ments, the two at times getting inextricable, the
Indian Government owning vo responsibility to the
representatives of the people, mistakes like the
Mesopotomia blunder ocould wot but ooccur. This
was evidently what was sought to be conveyed by
Mr, Montagn when he snggested a permanent remedy
for the avoidance of such mishaps as the hurried and
ill-equipped expedition to Baghdad. The incident
shews the angle of vision of each of the two Secre-
taries. That.Mr, Lloyd George should have called
Mcr. Montagun to office in succession to Mr. Chamber-
lain, so soon after, what had fallen from each in
Parliament, seems an nndonbted proof of a reversal
of the policy that has till now foand favour with the
present Government of India. 1f Lord Clelmsfard
ocannot bfing himself to consent to such a reverssl, the
way would be clear for a Viceroy who wounld work in
concert with Mr. Montagu at a particalarly critical
period in the history of the Empire.~—(Hindu, 21st
July.)



V.—Their Ultimatum

——

[This was too much for the Anglo-Indian Press, The * Madras
Mail,” feariog Mr, Montago’s interference, igsued an ultimatom to
bim and “ promised * an outburst of protest which may result In
8 change of personnel at the India Office in guick succession to any
change bere,"] "

IN the briefest leader we have for a long time past
seen in the “ Madras Mail” an ultimatom on
behalf of * European opinion” is published in its
yesterday’s issue which would doubtless be widely
reproduced in the Indian Press, Perbaps, it is written
sa briefly and authoritatively as becoming a proper
nltimatum in order that Renter’'s Agency in Madra®
may cable it to England and the “ Mail” evidently
hoper that Mr, Montagn when he reads it wil) hold
his breath 1n suspense and feel his extremities cold.
1f Mr. Montagn will be diverted from his plan of
action by the prospect of his having to Jay down his
office, he must evidently consent to run his race with
. the millstone of the “ European gpinion >’ ae set forth
by the “ Madras Mail ” round bis neck. He should
have preferred honorable obscurity to office under
gauch conditions and we may leave Mr. Montagu to
take care of himself in the face of the formidable
ohastisement held ont to him. Mr. Montagn mast
have come across far barder barriers than the threat
of an Anglo-Indian paper and if he has not at any
time allowed himself to be cowed down by such an
“ imperial bounder ” as Lord Curzon, he is suvely not
going to be thwarted in his purposes by a cablegram
from Madras conveying the dire consequemce to

{
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himself fore-shadowed by the “ M.ndm Mail.” He
will simply smile snd light amothér oigarette and
enjoy it all the more keenly for the “ Mail’s” under-
taking to pasy Mr."Montagn in the same coin.

But we in India shounld shew ourselves alive to the
significance of this ultimatom. We mwust read it
aright and make no mistake as to what it refers to.
It hae nothing to do with the Reform Scbheme, bat it
is wholly concerned with the rumoured liberation of
Mrs, Besant and her associates from internment.
It has been the common talk of the town for over &
week now that Mr., Montagu suggested the release as.
& preliminary to his arrivel in India and that Lord
Pentland offered to resign if he should be expected
to comply with the suggestion. The talk suddenly
oeased and now the ‘ Mail’ leader shows that the
most critical momeunt hae arrived. It is quite on the
cards that Mr. Moutagn might have felt compelled to
indicate that he had no option but to relactantly
accept Lord Pentland’s resignation. But it cannot
be his resiguat.ion only; for the ‘Mail’ talks of
“ men ” on the spot ; it writes of ‘ choosing between
Mr. Montagn and men on the spot;” it seems likely
therefore that with Lord Pentland the members of
his Council everyoune of whom is equally responsible
for the present situation have sigunified their intention
to resign with their Chief. If so, that is what shounld
be expected of a body of loyal ocolieagnes. The
present Government of Madras, with ite love of
arbitrary procedure and ite faith in artficially created
sectional support, hag been long enongh in power
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and has gathered tbe bitter ashes of its poliey in the
aliensation it has brought about between the educated
community and itself as evidenced by namerous
pubhc proofs. 1t is time that it' retires and gives
place to another policy to be carried out by
another Government. When the jnternment is can-
celled, it will certainly enhance the prestige of Mr.
Montagu but it must equally lower the prestige of the
Governor-in-Council of Madras. It would be unfair
if the Governor alane is to resent it and lay down his
office, seeing that in so important & matter every
member of his Council should have been a party to
it, And, if ramour is to ba believed the Governor
has been the best of the lot and when he resigns as a
protest, publioc opinion 13 not hkely to view with
esteem the action of the Councillors who choose to
stand behind. We bslieve they are all more or less
entitled to retire or st any rate go on long furlongh
preparatory to retiremeot, There is nothing so
bealthy for a new fo-ling of co-qperation to set in as
the replacement of a Government that has steadily
led to an impossible situation by its acts of omission
and commission, “ Buropean opwnion” whatever it
may 1nelode will not be on the brink of a eatastrophe,
simply bacause four people who are well entitled to
rest after an arduous attempt at good government
ave succeeded by four others. There is absolutely
no racisl feeling now between Europeans and
Indians as such, seeing that Mrs. Besant and Mr. .
Arundale are as moch * Earopesan ** as Lord Pent-
land and Mr., Gillwan and Sig Alexander Cardew,
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and that Mr. Wadis is as much Indian as the Indisn
member of Council. The preseat stfaation is abso-
lately free from racial snimosity of sny kind and it
is wholly due to the political blunder of a sabordinate
‘Government. Its giving place to another President
and Conneil will be no more than what would take
place where every subordinate entity is responsible
to a saperior,

As regards Mr. Montagu’s resignation followiag in
quick succession that of the Madras Government, we
cannot very well see how the ‘Mail’ promises to
bring it aboat. Of course there are champions like
Sir J. D. Rees who will jump to their feet to heckle
the Secretary of State. But that does not mean
that they command a majority on the floor of the
House or that every member of the Honse will be
shocked to hear that Mr. Montaga does not choose to
surrender his responsibility into the hands of a
provincial bureancracy. What else does *“ Earopean

"opinion ” in Madras propose to do? Will all the
Europesan bosiness:men und the Civil Service rise to a
man aod qait South Indis, 1f Mr. Montagn coun-
tinnes in office? In that case Mr. Mootagn may
consider that he has done work enough for a decade
and that it is but fair that some one else should step
into his place. But until then he knows where to
stay and neither the Cabinet nor the House will
consider that a cataclysm has set in with the reversal
-of the present policy and the retirement of the man
responsible for it,—(Hindu, 80th Aug.)




Vi.—¢¢ Bulk of the Population’’

[To strengthen this vitimatum, cablegrams were arranged to be
went to the authorities in Eugland, among them from * Qonservative-
Indians” slso, Rao Bahador P, Theagaraya Chettiyar, as President
of the Bouth Indian People’s Association, sent ope to the Premier
stating that “the bulk of the population wesaneither Home Rulers
nor followers of Mrs, Besant "—at the very moment when Mrs.
Besant's release was under consideration.]

IN his counter-cablegram to the Secretary of State

for India, Reo Bahadur P. Theagaraya Chetty
hes thonght it worth while to inform that function-
ary that the bulk of the popalation in South Iadia
“are veither Home Rulers nor followers of Mrs,
Besaot.,” Obviously, he hopes thereby to preveat
the righting of a great wrong done to snbjects of ths
Crown, as loyal as himself, and against whom
uothing but execative displeasure can be alleged.
The logic and philosophy of his position in seeking
to render this public service are of such a phenom-
enally oclear-headed character that it is difficult to
resist the temptation of trying to benefit by his com-
mendable performance. We may leave it to non-
Brabmana Hindus to say how far Mr. Theagaraysa
Ohetty represents their opinion in the cablegram
he has sent; and possibly he does represent a
mioro-microscopic section of non-Brahmanas; we
do not question it, and take it for granted. Butthe
honesty of bringing in * the bulk of the population’*
in this connection ia too questionable to he passed
over in indulgent silence. Ith_is & traism of which
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no British politician need be informed that the balk
of the population are neither H€me Ralers nor
followers of Mrs, Besant, nor for that the followers
of any man in official anthority or nnofficial leader-
ship. They are what they have bsen for centurieg—
“the bulk of the population.,” We who know a few
things more abont them cannot see the extraordinsry
intellectual feat of averring a faot as patent as that
trees in India do not walk, baut merely grow and
decay where they grow and decay. Is that &
political argnment? and is that a justification for
ioternment of any political leader or follower? The
bulk of the population have hardly one full meal a
day and strugele from day dawn to day end us though
hife is one unending turmoil, as though existence is
one long drawn out privation and wmisery from
cradle to grave. Their one fear is an ever present
possibility of sudden destitution without any means
of staviog it off. Born in want and woe, they grow
‘in ignorance snd apathy, live in ignorance, want
and fear of want, duffer in silence, and die in misery
with 8 load of horror as to what may become of
those whom they leave behind as their nearest kith
and kio. ' Of politics, they only know how hLard it
1 to have acceas to the fire-wood of the forest, the
salt of the sea, the refreshing and strengthening jnicy
yield of the pslms with which Nature has blessed
their land of birth. Gnawing huanger is their one
reality and destitntion the moment the feet of the
“ bread ” winner get cold their oune certainty. ° What
do they know of Home Rule, of Mrs. Besant, or of
)
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one more famous than Mrs. Besant, of Theagarays
Ohettiar himsel¥? What do they know of British
Rule except through the emblems of suthority as
represented by the detective force of the Police, the
Abkari, Excise and Forest Departments? 1tis an
act of political sacrilege to flaunt in the face of
suthority the supposed opinicn af the bulk of the
population, nomindfal of the sanctity that attaches
to grovelling poverty, abysmal ignorance, perpetual
hunger and irredeemable bondege to dirt aand
disease, Let us muot, to all our other infamies, add
the infamy of making the bulk of the population a
factor in our party politics. Let us not to all our
other hypoorisies add the hypocrisy of wsing them
a8 a clientele to our political wares—if one can do
nothing to their relief. Hypoerisy is a strong word,
but what other word can we use when we fiad that
Mr. Theagaraya Chettiar can ‘ask for ¢ Fiscal Aaton-
omy” without a thought as to the balk of the
population wanting it or not, knowmg it or not, bus
his being staggered by the opinion of the bulk of the
population a3 to Home Ruls or the release of Mrs.
Besant and ber associates ! If he knows that Fiscal
Aatonomy necessarily means Home Rule} in some
shape or other, that itis the essence of Home Rule, that
in fact Home Rale is a machinery and Fiscal Autonomy
its product, if he knows this much and if he cen take
upon hiwself to make a demand for the product, is
it an inexpiable sin to ask for the machinery that
brings it into existence, as & tangible, excrcisable
right ? And if in agking for the sssence, the bulk



BULK OF THE POPULATION 35

-of the popalation is conveniently forgotten, what
should it be but a right move when the demand is
made for the kernel that cootdins the essence? Ia it
or is it not hypoorisy, if it is not to be excused on
the ground of density of understanding ¥

A grosser wrong is, however, the purpose for which
he has tuken the name of the poor ia vain. It will
not matter in the least if hLe should “sapport the
policy and anthority of the Government” and
‘“anquaslifiedly repudiute” the sentimeuts contained
in Sir Sabramanya Iyer’s cable as his own individoal
opinion ; bat in requiring the back of the balk of the
popalation for such & purpose, he is patting it for a
very vile use indeed. Do the bulk of the population
want that all those who are Home Raulers shounld be
kept in confinement and that those who are so confined
should not be released to the doomsday ? For himself
he may ask for all Courts of Justice to be abolished to-
morrow, he may urge the abrogation of the Penal,
‘and Procedure Codes, wnd of the Law of Evidenoce,
He may say in effeot, ‘“ we are here to be governed,
govern as you please ”—furgetting that in a momeant
of temporary aberration he asked for “Fiscal A.nhon-
omy ” once upon a time and that ‘‘ once upon” aot
very long sgo. But how can he, oo behalf of the
bulk of* the population, make the grotesque demand
that men and women may be,confined without
trial, that anybody however gifted or deficient,
may be reduced to the condition of ‘ vegetable *
existence—of growing and decaying withont work
—withont work, gacred to one’s own heart?
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Let bim bave\g miniatnre assembly of the bulk
of the population and put it to them whether
withount any inquiry a person may be asked to leave s
place and give up his work that bringe him his wage
and his mental and moral satisfaction, let him pat
this and if he gets half-a-dozen of this sample of the
balk to side with him, then it will be time for him to
presume npon the knowledge of the bulk. For arbit-
rarily depriving liberty, to appeal to the ‘people’ of
the children of the soil, for support isto appeal to
them to blind their eyes with their own hands. Still,
such is party fervonr and party andacity that Mr.
Chettiar does not find anything uncommon in his
cablegram which he sent in the name of the Soath
Indian Peoples’ Association. Did he convene a
formal meeting and get its vote before he took sach
an egregiouns step P As regards Congress Committees
and Home Rule League bodies, no such vote is neces-
sary in the face of numberless resolutions passed by .
these bodies. Is there one such Resolution about the’
internment that the South Indian Peoples’ Association
hsas passed ! If not how can he presume to send such
a cable? Apgain is the South Indian Peoples’ Asso-
ciation & representative body of the baulk of the
population ? Is it uot a limited liability concern,
bound to publish balance sheets of profit and loss,
and sssnch can the political opinions of soch & body
be presamed without a formal disonssion and vote ? I
do not mean to say that a registered company cannot
bave political views. Bat its views munst be arrived
at as formal Resolutions of fomnal meetings and it
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-cannot be rua as the private organization of one of
its office bearers. If Mr, Chettiar ks cabled after &
wote of the Association, let us have the proceedings of
the meeting so.that as a part of the bulk of the
population we may know what really took place ab
that meeting. If not, it is plain that the Association
is also used as though it were the voiceless bulk.
The time is gone by when British politicians can be
hoodwinked even by those who can make up their
minds to speak on behalf of the balk of the popula-
tion in Indis. But, even if there were a possibility of
success in that direction, we who are of the same
conuntry as the Secretary of the South Indian Peoples’
Association, we know that it ought not to lie with him
to barter away onr primary rights of personal liberty,
and of freedom of legitimate criticism and political
work, in onr nawme, or in the name of any section of
the population, without a definite mandate therefor
from that section. Home Rule and Fiscal Aatonomy
.are controvertible demands, a ocertain latitude of
representative exptession is legitimate and permis-
gible in such controversies. But as regards our right
to breathe what air we choose, there can be no con-
troversy-+unless when & man or a woman ia to be
deprived of that liberty by & Court of Jastice—the
emblem not of earthly power bat of the reflaction of
God’s shadow upon earth. Not until by a Judicial
tribonal is oue’s freedom deprived, shoald it be open
to Government to interfere with a British subject’s
freedom, However, they take the consequence of
their action when a Government so interfere. Bat,

-
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how on earth, can a msn who cslle bimself the
Secretary of a Ph)ples’ Association, how oun earth can
be ask that people should be kept in incarserationr
without trial, although as recently shewn, a man may
be driven to commit suicide in internment? Whoever
asks whether that martyr to freedom was a Brahman
or non-Brahman ? He was a British~subject and he-
hanged himself, but he only lent hie hands for the
barrowing deed. Whose heart was it that led him to
it? Will the Secretary of the Peoples’ Association
tell us whose heart it was end whether the heart of
his Association is in his deed, whether his cablegram
is & Papal Writ of Absolution for the self-slaughter
that he badtogo through? Ifit were so,a Peoples”
Asgsociation cannot bnt be a cloak, but too good a
cloak for so base an office ! The order of internment
wmay not reach several of ur; not even if a Nero shonld
become the ruler of a country can it resch many.
But it may reach any one of us at any moment.
Plagne and Cholera do not attack every body in a
town however infected ; but sanitaty precantions are
teken. A cobra can bite but one person at a time,
but every one of us believes that that one person may
be any one of us. Repression need vot reach and
scotch allthose who are now carrying on their business
as gsual. But there is no™sefety in such a condition.
And it is the perpetuation of snch a state that the
Secretary of a Peoples’ Association, spesking on
behalf of the bulk of the population, has asked for.
Poor bulk, we know where they are. But the Peoples”
Assooistion—is thet body going o mfke a rope for
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more persons in internment to baog themeelves with,

or for others to commit a morsl and intellectnal

asphyxia ? Whether any arswer is to be vouchsafed

or not, the gquestion cannot but be put.~(Hindu,
_11th Sept.)

Vil—The Policy without a
Godfather

[At a meetingof the Imperisl Lagislative Councilon 5th Beptember,
sa & result of the oorrespondence between the Becretary of Siate
and the Gove roment of Indis, an announcement was made intimat-
ing the early cancellavion of the orders of internment.]

ON the principle that ull’s well that ends well, we
are prepared to welcome the change in the
repressive policy that has been 1 the ascendant for
some months now. It is an interesting and a singun-
larly instructive episode that hus now gowe toan end,
. and if one cares toset down its ohronology, it is mnot
for marring the felicitations dne to the Government
of India but for /kuowing how we bave to adapt
ourselves to the ways of an Earthly Providence,
What part the Surrender of Kot has played in this
drama will not be known outside a select few. I
mean by the surrender of Knt the failure in Meso-
potamia which led to the appointment of the
Mesopotamian Commission and which again led to the
instalment of Mr, Montagu in the India Office.
We shall begin with the admission of the Govern-
mwent of India that they did issue a Circular about the
Home Rule movemegt. They are not prepared with
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equal candour to plece before the people the terms
of that Circular. “Aocnording to the law «f evidence
as enacted by the Government of India itself, when
a docament is not produced, the inference is that, if
produced, it woald prejudice the party withbolding
it. But we shall willingly forbear from drawingsuch
a narrow inference. The Circular was all for pablic
good, and the Government of Iadia’s refusal to
publish it is slso for public good. I admit this might
be their bona fide belief, although other people may
thinvk otherwise. We assuame, however, that this
Circulur was oot intended to be read and forgotten
by the Local Governments. Sir William Vincent
himeelf stated that it was for ‘‘ asking them to
teke any action or adopt particnlar attitude to-
wards the movement for Self-Government within
the Empire or Home Rale,” [ have pat Sir William
Vincent's words within quotation marke, lest there be
soy missppra}::ension. The Circular was issned im
Maroh or about that time, and every incident of any
jmportance in connection with the'repressive policy of
the Looal Goveraments has been subsequent to March.
And looking to the successive steps takeu by the Local
Governments, can the inference be resi that all
these actions of Local Governments were the ontcome
of that Ciroular ? The Government of India say in so
many words: “It was true that a Circalar was issned
by the Government of India to Liooal Goveraments and
administrations in last March or about that time, to
take any action or adopt particolar attitude towards
the movement for Self-Government within the Bmpire
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<or Home Rule”—and we koow foo well “the
action ”’ and “ the attitade ”’ of the‘Local Government
since March or abont that time. Under these
circumstances was it necessary for Bir William
Vincent to add that the Government were not
prepared to lay the Circular on the table? It has

been lying on “ the table ” from about that time until
almost yesterday—in the action and the attitude of the
Local Governments towards Self-Government within
the Empire or Home Rule ! So far as we in Madras
are concerned we know that aboat March, the new
daily in Madras, Justice, war @tarted and that ques-
tions under an erroneous impression Wwere put in the
Council as whether the Government gave any
material assistance to that paper. Such a journal from
its very inception went on acousing the Government
of © dropping the stick when they saw the cobra,” the
oobra meaning, of course, Mre. Besant. Accasation is
the best form of encvuragement, is the best way of
.goading to action, and Justice picked up the stick
tor the Governmext and wanted * action.,” Mean-
while when May came, Lord Pentland also found the
need, wir.honu{zy previous provocation whatever, to
go into the question of Self-Government within the
‘Eapire ; and adjuring us to pat out of thought
all such ambitions, he asked for public support in
some drastic action he might have to take. The
connection between the Circular and the warning
speech must strike many as cause and result—while
the socusation of dropping the stick cannot be for-
gotten when the atick came to be applied soon after
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the warning. In Bombay, Bengal and the Centrab
Provinces there wére equally entertaining indications
of the outcome of the Circanlar, so far as we can
judge by chronology. Baut let me confine myself to-
Madras, After the internment and the externment,
the Madras Government was getting resolute and
oofailing backirg up from Justice—ss evidenoce
of “ Indian ” opinion. They were satiefied with this,
and they might have continued to be eatisfied with
this and the Zemindari Manifesto. The Secretary
of the South Indian People’s Aseociation, which
publishes Justice, so Mte as September l[st, cabled
to the Seoretary o! State uphbolding the saction
of the Madras Government as regardg Mrs. Besant.
8o, the Madras Government have got still that support
with which they began. They had it in advance,even
before they ordered the internment and they have it
now when their action is threatened to be upset ac-
cording to the Mail. The Circular of the Government
of India has not been withdrawn to the knowledge -
of the public, Mr. Montsgu bas ¥t et all interfered.
The Circular was issued about Mayoh ; the local
wheels began to move and reacbed one stage in May
and enother in June; and now in September the
wheels are required to go back—the personnel of
the Government of India remaining the same and
the opinion of Justice and the Mail and the
Zewindars remaining the same. The only guestion is
whether they have ascertained that Mrs. Besant has
ohanged her opinious or is now willing to give any
assurance vhich she refused to give in June, If this
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last supposition has only to be made to be dismissed,
then we oome back to the perplexing question why
the Government of India should recommend now the
canocellation of an order that seems so plainly an out-
oome of their own Circular ? Is this the way the policy
of a Looal Government in an importaut matter is to be
controlled by the Government of India? What is the
share of responsibility of the Madras Government in
the polioy they pursued ? If it is only that of acting
on the lines of, or in consonance with, the Circular of
the Goveroment of India, why should the Madras
Mail in 80 dictatorial & manner as to convey that it
has the support of men on the apot spoken of their
impending resignation ! On the other hand, if
the responsibility was the Madras Goveroment’s
ounly, ‘where was the Government of India when
Lord Pentland delivered his speech and issued the
order of internment subsequently ? And more than
all, what becomes of the Circular in that case? If
it was s matter of co-operation between the Pro-
vinoial and the Sgpreme Governmsnts—then what
bas occurred ngWw to cause a divergence between
the views of the” two bodies & Failing all these and
putting MT. Montagn out of consideration, since
there is no way of accounting for the change, itin
oonclusive that the episode is withont & recog-
nisable godfather. If the Anglo-Indian Press will
study the ways of the Government and offer discri-
minating criticiem, it will do more good to the cause
of the Bareancracy than it can do by a policy of
blind and unthinking eavil or support. Now at least.
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it can see how confounded sre some of ite
ways and with- what little benefit to sny party
concerned. The Circular of the Govarnment of
India fights shy of public light, but chroanology este-
blishes its character beyoud rational doubt; non-Brah-
mana splithas come and almost closed—like a pebble
that divides particles of the same water ; and the
pebble has gone to the bottom. The internment has
done more work for Home Raule than Mrs, Besant’s
.tireless endeavours ; and, after all, the repressive
policy that it implied is to be reversed, and in its place
has been installed an irrevocable enunciation of the
goal of progress. We all of us here are the same ‘a8
ever before, the dramatis personz of this plot of the
season——the trivisl change on account of the Mesopoe
tamian failure is neither here nor there—and we owe
both the initiation and reversal of this policy aliks to
wen on the spot !—(Commonweal, 5th October.
The Circular and what followed.}



Viii—Political Complacency

{[The policy that has been traced to the end has a Ifallacy at its
. It is thas the Boreancracy knows all that is necessary
and thatit is doing all that is necessary for India’s good to which
Lord Pentland gave expression in his speech on 34th May.]
IN his speech at Ootacamund which has now become
memarable, Lord Pentland has parpetrated a poli-
tical witticism of which it is hard to believe he was
not fully conscious. His Excellency has besen here
for five years now, and if be had utilised his oppor-
tunities to stady the machinery of the Government
over which he was presiding he’ wounld not have
reconciled himself to a statement which makes any
knowing man langh in dismay. Speaking of Self-
Government for India as an ideal to be slowly and
graduslly realised, he said : “ Cousciously or uncon-
sciously, all of ns who have the bonour of taking any
part in the government of any portion of India sre
working for and accelerating the approach towards
thet ideal, however distant it may be.” Io the
history of politicgd progress the complacency of those
in power has be€n the oune featnre a8 amusing as it is
painful to “contemplate. There never has been as
yet a political revolution in which official com-
placency, up till the last moment, has not had a
notable shere in bringing it aboat. The latest
example is that of the Russian Revolution, The
wife of the ex-Tear is reported to have said but a
month before the Revolution, speaking to a friend of
hers who ventured to warn her of the approaching
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danger : “ We havebesn here for twenty years and
we know the people love us,” Did not in Eagland
King Charles believe that if he went to tie House of
Commons and obtain possession of the ringleaders,
“ the birds ” as he called them, he might rule the
country without opposition as he pleased ? His com-
placency took the form of a belief that discontent
against hie rule was the result“of the opposition
roused by an arrogant and disloyal few. The com-
placency of the Tsar was of a slightly different kind.
He believed that he was doing for Russia evorything
that conld be expgcted of a progressive monarch, In
France the representatives of the ancien ré'gime
devountly believed that the people were ounly fit to be
roled as they were. What, again, 1s the American
War of Independence but a history of political com-
placency pitted against a political reality—of whose
existence those in power did not wish even to be
properly informed ! Well, Lord Pentland is not.
s youngsier not to kcow the significance of these
great historical verities. He mdy believe that the
‘Grovernment in India is all that it siould be for the
present, but when he believes this the face of
overwhelming testimony to the contrary, his belief is
no more than complacency. Rauling Chiefs, like the
Maharaja of Alwar and the Maharaja of Bikanir, ex-
Dowans and Jadges like Mr. V. P. Madhava Ruo and
Sir Subrahmaniem, representatives of the middle and
lower middle classes all over the country have in .
unmistakable terme warned responsible anthorities
here and elsewhery that the chyracter of the Goveran-
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ment in Indis muet undergo a. radicgl change, and
that there should inevitably be a transfer of power
from u few officials to the representstives of the
people. .

In the face of these indications, Lord Pentland
feels so supremely satisfied with what the officinls are
doing for the country to equip it for Self-Government’
at a future date, that he wants to arrest by repressive
action popular attempts to hasten the day of that
reform. Bat what grouads hes he to advavce in
support of his assumption that the Government is
doing precisely what the people want—the only
"difference being in the rate of progress? We shall
take the system of the exodus—the system which
deposits the Government of the Province on a hill-top
for over half the time of the yesr, even during sach
phenomensl times as these. What have the officials,
including Lord Pontland, done to terminate an
administrative scandal of this kind? When can it
be done away with so long as we depend upon
officials to do away with it? Wo shall take again the

rant of compedsation sllowance for lack of promo-
gon to the}wﬁ;bera of the Civil Service. How can
we hope for the eradication of such extravagant in-
dulgences, unless the Civil Service is broaght under
the more wholesome control of a Lagislatars that
will govern in the people’s interests? We shall
take, agnin, military reforms in I[ndia. Whatever
British statesmen may have said in appreciation of
Indian valoor in Eogland, how did the authorities
here constitute the new Defeace Force, at a time
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when old distinotions ought to bave heen obeerfally-
thrown into the melting pot? It is & temporary
Force for the daration of the War, and in constitat-
ing it, why should they have preserved the ocolour
bar between the Indisn avd Enropean sections of the
Force ! PFurther, at a time when the right of volun-
teering conld have been with the happiest of resalts
thrown open to educated Indians~why shoamld it
have been abolished altogether ¥ What, again, of the
Puoblic Services Commission’s Report~—which has
become obsolete in most respects, and which has
uevertheless been issued as a forecast of what India
may expect after the War in administrative matters.’
Even coming down to so trivial a matter as the grant
of one more Collectorship to Iudiane, where is the
grace, not to speak of justice, of equalising the
number of openings by appointing a civilisn to &
place held all along most creditably by sncoessive
Indians ? Look, too, at tte facile way in which
Ezecative Council memberships have been made tno
aubserve the policy of official absarption ; look at the
way in which Judges and Cound| members have
been allowed to change places, sapping thereby in-
dividoal independence and restricting the chances of
non-officials, promoting stagnation instead of keeping
up a free inflow of a fresh non-official element into
official channels. Look at the licence permitted to
some of the journals which favour the policy of the
Government, and which most anblushingly stoop to
fomenting class hatred, persisting in a campaign of
calamny against entire communities.
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Notwithstanding all these faats, Lord Pentland is
ocomplacent enough to take oredit for what the
Government is doing, and is indignant that the
people should be discontented so far as to make
their own demands. We know what we can get
with the help of the Bureaucracy. [t can to-morrow
transform the face of the country as though a magi-
cian’s wand had done it. Cannot the officialdom in a

* British Province do more than what au unselfish and
patriotic Dewan like that of Mysore oan do for the
people of that State? But the Bureaucracy is not
going to do it, simply will not do it. We have
therefore to appeal over its head to the British
Nation and onr Sovereign, the King-Emperor. Lord
Pentland wante us to desist from this appeal, becanse
be, in his political complaceuncy, feels that the Govern-
ment are doing all that is necessary and that we are
hugging agitation for the sake of agitation. No. On
the other hand, His Excellency has failed to under-

" gtand even the rudiments of Indian politics, judging

from his speech ; and in any case in about ten weeks”
time his interaat}ﬁ India will become a faint and
feeble memory, but for the spell of magic grandeur
that surrofnded ‘him in the East. What reforms
india may get after the War will become a matter of
indifference to him, as it has become to thousands
who have enjoyed power and prestige, and become
rich in baok balances and badges and decorations,
Political complacenoy is anxious to perpetuate such
a condition of things, and he bas discharged the duty

he owes to the class to which he belongs. Bat the
s
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people of ladia have to depend upon themselves for
their present and futare, and cannor ufford to be
equally complacent. (Commonweal, 15th June.)

IX—¢ We have come to stay*’

[Another fallacy that prompts a m-mionﬂ policy in India is the
belief that in asking for effective comtrol over the Executive, the
progressive party desire the withdrawal of British official and
unofficial agencies from the country, Mr. Beatson Bell, senior
member of the Bengal Executive Council, in giviog expression to
this belief gave it a standing which it had lacked in recent years,]

ON the same day, by a mere accident, that the Lien-

tenant-Governor of the Punjab was making the
Supreme Legislative Council his forum for a general
impeachment of the people of India outside the limita
of the Panjab, the Senior Member of the Bengal Exe-
cutive Conncil was harping upon another string a note
that was at any rate pleasanter to hear. If it were no
more than merely pleasanter, we need make no special
mention of it. Its value however siould not be mie-
jndged, because it lacked the vehemence of the
Lieutenant-Governor’s dithyrambic composition. Mr.
Beatson Bell, nnlike Sir Michael, was quite within his
rights, did not trespass upon anybody’s time or
patience or infringe the rules of the Ageuds, and had
the honourable candour to state in a direct way what
lies at the core of the present situation, Notwith
standing all these agreeable aspeots of his spesch, we
ought not, as I said, to misjudge its nature. It reveals
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“to us in a subtle way the resolve of the Civil Servioce
‘60 be what they have been in Iudia and to keep India
as it has been all along. He does not attempt to hide
this cracisl fact aud he wanta the people of Indis to
take note of it. To a oritic who joins issne with us
on sach lines, we are bound to be equally pleasant
and candid, and if in result any agreement of aime
oan be arrived at the trust and candour on both sides
would not have been in vain.
With Mr. Bell’s proposition that the British have
come to stay we have no quarrel, and oobody has
_proposed that they shoald be shipped back to Eag-
land. Let them stay as long as they please and go
back when they please, let them bnild chnrches and
by their side chapels also, let them construct schools
and semivnaries, and more orphanages as well ; let
them raise factories and mills, and grow tea, coffee
and rabber, Lect them be eligible to man the pablio
service and grow rich in commerce and trade. Whioh
- responsible man has eaid that any of these opporta-
nities should be denied to them ¢ The catholicity
of Indians is sufb that even if Frenchmen shouid
aspire to all those opportunities we should not deay
them. As s matter of fact, against Germau sagar and
dyes which have crippled and killed our resources,
ageinst French, Italian aud Japanese silk, what
.protest have we raised such ag the menly Canadian
would have done ! Have not Germans and Ameri-
cans been employed in our Public Services ? No
man in India has asked for the repatriation of any
of the races of the world—not simply under the
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benign British Rule, hut eyen under the immediate-
sovereignty of Shivaji and bhis successors or the
distant snzerainty of Anrangazeb and bis descendants,
Nay, from the time that the Portuguese ceame to
Indias, there bas been no racial antipathy agsinst
Europe. Before Europe knew what it was to tolerate
foreigners we had taught them here how to respect
tbe immigrants of another continenf™ We gave them
protection of person and property, we gave them
sites and materials, not simply for their factories and
settlements but for their churches and schools also.
Rather had they not built churches we would have
looked down apon them, bad they no savionr of their
owp, we would bave given them one of onur own, To
ps unlikely as in the case -of European races
at po time in onr history has the question of national,
religions or racial assimilation seemed of the slightest
importance. Rather, ours has been the ideal that
each stock must progress in its own way and not be
werged or lost in another stock. Not fusion, which .
in mauy cases spells confusion and destroys identity,
but self-development and self-realizition which pre-
serves it and strives for perfection retaining that
identity, bas been our call as a race, and has been
at the bottom of all our conscious efforts in the spbere
of nation-building and racial co-ordination. To a
people with such a history, Mr. Beatson Bell’s refrain
“ we have come to stay ”’ canses only & smile and a
good humoured nod of the head. Was he then in a
vacnous state of mind when be repeatedly swore as it
were ‘“we have come to stay”?; Were India a
£



““WE HAVE COME TO STAY” 58

.conntry of comic opera songs, the rhythmio protesta~
tion of Mr. Beatson Bell will bacome the favoarite
frenzy of theatre-goers, and will be spontaneonsly
echoed to the roof. Were one inclined to parody
bim oue cannot find a more snitable refrain than he
hag hit upon. But at a time of serious pre-ocen=
pations like this, it behoves us not to betray any
propensity towards the comic side of thirgs, however
tempting, and to confine ourselves to an examination
of the issues that have prompted so amuosing a state-
ment from so sedate a quarter.
-. Mr. Beatson Bell’s verdiot on the schemes of poli-
tical reconstruction that are now discuased is that
“ they all seem to be or nearly all of them false and
nut of drawing, because they ignored tha eimple faot
that the British have come to stay.” Raally, have
we ignored the fact P—rather, is it not because of
our realising it too well that we have had to pro-
pound schemes of reconstruction? Iadian politios
will become much simpler if we failed to recognise
that the British have come to stay, although it might
thereby become romantic and perhaps fruitless also.
We recognised this fact, I mean by we our
ancestors, recognised this fact much more clearly and
deliberately than Mr. Beatson Bell’s forebeara. That
is the reason why their descendants are staying here
now. What then of these schemes of recounstraction
asks Mr, Beatsoo Bell. They are all meant to enable
them to stay, not as they have atayed till now, bas
as the changed conditions would permit. Let Mr.
Bell brush up his Indian History. Any school book
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will do. 1shall agk kim a couple of questions to
obtsin his assent to my statement. My first demand
in to know if Mr. Beatson Bell is staying now as the
generation of Anglo-Indians of Sir Charles Elliott’s
time stayed ? If they do so now, Mr. Beatson Ball
inatead of being the Senior Member of the Bengal
Exeoutive Council would be the Lisgtenant-Governor
of Bengsl, Behar and Orissa. What a change if not
& fall from such a status to the present position¥
There is no chance again, as long as Britich Rule
continues in Indis, of a member of the Civil Service
wielding the sceptre of the historic Jaghir of Clive.-
If we go back again upon a longer stretch of time to
gain a clearer perspective and visnalise the scheme
of things as they stood when Warren Hastings was
Governor-General of Bengal, were the British in
Ipdis staying at the close of Lord William Bentinck’s
tenure as Governor-General of India as they did at
the time when Hastings and Francis were trying
to keep each other at bay? The Nandkumar of
contemporary history with Hastings gives place to
Bsja Ram Mohun Roy of Bentinck’s period. The
Regulating Aot gets behind the -Charter Act of
1883. Not [profit by monopoly but the abolition of
monopoly was the topio of State policy. The British-
had stayed from the time of the Surat Factory and
through the intervening period when the Fonnder of
British India bad to face the threat of passive resist—
svoe of the Company’s servants when he had to do
awsy with their system of private monopoly. What
she Civil Bervice threatened <o do an hour before
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soocording to the ‘ Madras Mail” tHeir predecessors
threatened to do at the very time when a born raler
among men realising his responsibilities to the land
of his adoption tried to do justice between its natives
and the natives of his own country when British terri-
tory was no more thau a visible patch on the Map of
India. That epieode of Clive and the mutinous servants
of the Company will have to be remembered whenever
we hear of those who bear the whiteman’s burden
casting it off. From Bentinck’s time to the period
of Ripon’s Viceroyalty, the British stayed in India—
- but found that the country had changed as the re-
salt of Bentinck’s policy of western education in an
eastern country and of the boon of a free press that
he had conferred on the country. A consciousnesa of
Political Identity under British Rule had definitely
come into existence during Lytton’s time which
Macanlay and Bentinck anticipated as surely as a
chemist does a precipitate. The British stayed
" throughout this period. From the period of Lord
Dafferin to the days of Lord Curzon the British
have continoed their stay. Bunt Lord Dufferin’s
Legislative Council was not Lord Ourzon’s. Nay,
even Lord Elgin’s was not. Pherozeshah Mehts
facing Lord Elgin aod bis Law and Home Members
said that they were mistaken in looking for perpetual
bellelojahs from the critics of Government. It was
a gong the sound of which they had not hesrd in
this conntry. It was ominous, but they kept dis-
oreetly gilent and knew that their successors would
have to stay undeg different conditions. Lord Qar-
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zon who came ds Lord Elgin’s successor had to know
that India was not a country of plastic princes and
bowed down'coolies, but, that between these two see-
tions there was a vast multitude of immense capacity,
cohesion aud initiative, The Anglo-Indian Presshad to
own that a brilliant youngster, the chela and
protagonist of the sagacions Ragade had beaten
the Government of Lord Curzon hollow as a critic of
ite finances. The British who had come to stay were
staying throunghout. The conditions had once again
to change, Since the Morley scheme took eff-ot have
they been staying as they did nnder Lord Carzoun?
‘What resolation bad he to accept or reject, whereas
Lord Chelmsford by a day’s absonce from his Ccuneil
has to feel behind the times now. If the present
Viceroy who is now staying in India stays uander con-
ditious different to those under which Lord Carzon
stayed, why shonld not Mr. B-atson Bell’s snccessars
stay under still more different conditions? Perbaps
Mr. Beatson Bel’s son may bs a member of the
Sopreme Execative Council with an Indian as
Governor-General and President. Those who come
to stay are welcome to stay, but they osnnnot expect
the present conditions to stay also : these must change
as conditions have changed from the time of Hastings
and Impey up till now.

The whole question is, because the British have
come to stay, is the country to be at standstill ? If
not, why put forth as a formidable obstacle the fact
that nobody disputes that the British will have to
stay here? If yon mean therehy that the conditions
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amust be changed so as to make it worth while for the
British tostay, you imply that India must be governed
to the benefic of British sojourners and not in the
interesta of its native millious, a statement against
which British sovereigns and stateswen have solemnly
pledged their faith, The most vital fact that Mer.
Beatson Bell ignores is that from the very beginnings
of British settlements in India, it is not only a section
of the British people that came to India at sucoessive
periode, but that along with them certain principles
of Government also csme with them and that these
-have come 4ostay as well, Whether the descendants
of those who implanted these priuciples stay or go,
they have taken root in the soil and not uatil
British connection ceases can they be uprooted,
If the British in [ndia should try to imperil
them, the British at Hoyme will not permit so
dangerous a sacrilege knowing, that there ia a
moral as well as physical basis of their Emnpire in
‘Indis. So far as their stay will be compatible with
British principles of political progress, there is no
question of their having to turn their backs upon
India ; but the moment they feel justified in pitting
their stay agaiost the irrepressible law of progress,
that moment spells the hour of caution for unsallied
British statesmanship. Time after time such a
moment has come and gone, establishing beyond
doubt that India is in the keepiog of a much supe-
rior stock to those who have come to stay here. Bo
long as that parent stock will not and does not fail
-us, there is nothing bgt amity behind all squabbles,
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incriminations‘and recriminations ; thers is nothing:
but solidarity below an agitated surface., Bat how
much more will not that solidarity and amity be, if
only those who have come to stay will be actuated
by the mission of governing India for its own good, -
and not simly for the profits of tea and jute, or the
pay, the allowances and the wanuity? (Hindu,.

27th Sept.)



APPENDIX.

Sir Alexander Cardew’s
Syllogism

[Presiding at the Anniversary Meeting of the Sonrastra High
Bchool at Madurs, 8ir A, G, Cardew called the SBourastras * a great
no%-Brahmana commaunity,” _Bourastra public bodies repudiated
th designation and called upfin bim to withdraw the appellation.
1o doiog so, be perpetrated a Byllogist which discloses tbe trend

of the offioial mind in the evolution of inter-communal harmony in

India.]

“ As yon are Brahmanss, you must of conrsp, possess all the
Brahmaunas’ intelligen ce, perseverance, eto., and you will,
therefore, doubtless not require any assistance from me
or anyone elsc.”—8Ir A. G. Carpew, 1.C.8.

Sir Alexander Cardew’s reply to the resolution
passed at a meeting of the Sourastra community
compels attention to a question of State policy which
can be st no time an inviting subject but which at
present one should, positively like to avoid However,
a8 events occur whether or not one may find them tec
his liking, we cannot help commenting on them as
they come into public view. No member of the
public is responsible for the Sourastra contretemps
snd Sir A.G. Cardew has by his letter raised im-
portant issues which he may have to leave nasolved
as the time comes for him to lay down his office.
Meanwhile what he hgs written is certain to prodace
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controversy and distontent ns he has disposed of a
grave quostion in an utterly cavalier epirit. What was
the need for a Member of Council to enter into &
question of caste status in opening an educational
institntion for the benefit of a particular community ?
All that was necessary for him to do was to go into
the progress made by it in litezgry, :n school and
Uuiversity education, as shewn in public reports and
promise whatever support he could reasonably hold
out to eecure its advancement, But this would have
been insipid from the poiut.%f view of one who pro-
bably wanted to furpish a stimulus to the Sourastra
community. Sach a course would not have served an
official policy, official purpoes, as the trend of public
events has been illustrating of late. He wanted to
make an annexation, not of course territorial, but
communal ; he wanted to jenlarge the non-Brahmana
Hindu community by a significant expression and he
styled and stamped the Sourastras “a great non-
Brahmana community.” To have acoepted sach a
designation even for the sake of favours to come
from Sir Alexander Cardew would have been & griev-
ous set-back to & class which has been strenuously
maintaining its title to a Brahmana sect. If from a
member of Government they accepted it, they coald
not complain if others followed suit. They passed
resolutions repudiating the appellation and called on
him to formally withdraw his statement ; of course
not because if Sir A. G.Cardew should say they
were Brahmanas, everybody else would adait them
to be 8o, but becaunse bis stptement would militate
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against their claim, The first question in this episode
ie why, shoold Sir Alexander Cardew have gone out
of his way as a member of Government to concern
himself with their caste starus? If the matter asa
caste question should happen to come up before him
officially it is open to him to say what he thinks. But
needlessly, and unsolicited, why shounld be have un-
budrened himself as to Sourastras being Brahmanas
or non-Brahmanas? It shews for one thing the
preference Sir A. G. Cardew has, whatever preference
Sourastras themselves may have. It comes to saying
“it serves my policy and parpose to call you non-
Brahmanas, and I am not concerned how you regard
yourselves.” Is it to the prestige of a Goverument
for one of its members to leave such an impression,
and where was the peremptory need for ranning ruch
a risk? 5

What Sir A, G, Cardew has done in his reply is
however worse than what he did in his speech. And
‘% is the reply that raises other questions which have
been allowed to rest somewhere in the background
till now. If any statement in regard to a question of
omste can be inconsiderate and provocative to non-
Brahmanas, it is assuredly Sir Alexander’s assump-
tion that outside the Brahmana caste “intelligence,
perseverance, etc.,” are deficient, an agsumption fonnd-
ed upon & total misapprehension of facte, The fallacy
liee in regarding “intelligence, perseverance, etc.,”
as identical with success in scholastic life. On the
other hand what a small part doss a purely scholastic
career play in the world of production, distribution
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and capital aod credit ! la it without “ intelligence,
perswverance, etc.;” that Sourastras havs become to-
day & prosperous class of the commaunity without the
subordination which public service imposes? The
textile trade of Madura, Salem, Conjeevaram, Kumba-
konam and other places will show at a glance that
there is absolately no lack of intelligence or persever-
anceoretc. (whatever etc. may have been intended to
mean) among Sourastras, but that these qaalities are
employed in directions other than passing the School
Final or failmg in the Intermediate or the B.A,
examination, We shall take again the Vysiyas. Is
it withoot intelligence and perseverance that they
are, 88 a community, wealthier than Brahmanas ?
Again the Nattukottai Chetties, the great banking
community of South India, are they what they are
without intelligence, perseverange, etc. To-morrow
let them come under the fatal fascination of a diploma
and & degree, “as a community,” they will become
impoverished in health and incapable of ocarning -
what they earn now. Intelligence and perseverance
are not the monopoly of or even possessed in a
marked degree by the Brahmanas, only they are dis-
played in a walk of life where they are put toa test and
receive an open hall-mark. Because these qualities
are not 8o treated in other walks of life, it will be a
grievons wistake to suppose that people engaged in
them lack these qualities e8 a predominant communal
characteristic.

And then, does Sir Alexander mean that nnless a
community possess the “ Brahmaua intelligence and
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perseverance”’ they are not to be clagsed as Brah-
manas? And conversely will every. community that
possesses these qualities become Brahmanas? Above
all, what is the standard, what is the type of Brahmana
intelligence? Is it “intelligence’” that secures s
diploma and enables a man to enter service on Re. 1
a day or is it intelligence that saves a man all that
mental, physical and financial prostration, keeps
him in sound body and mind and makes him earn
much more than Re. ] a day in some other walk of
life? Most of those who are now koown as
Brahmanas have to fill schouols and colleges not
hecause the largest majority of them will be
materially better off for doing so, but becauss,
they have no other conrse to take to except to get
from the house to the school, from the school to the
college, and from the college to & public office, what.
ever they may get sxnd whether what they get will be
gufficient to maintain them or not If a censns be
{aken to-morrow in the city of Madras they will aee
how many of them are straggling withont an econom-
ie return for all that they have spent upon eda-
cation in the way of money and phyaical stamina,
Bat still they go on with faith in Sthool Final and
B.A. for their children—simply because they cannot
turn their hands to anything else. The fact that a
Brahmana is Advocate-General aod that three others
are Judges of the High Court constitutes a great
handicap for the Brahman commaunity, since Brahman
gradaates are now coming o feel that they are not
wanted in many public offices, and anpassed non-
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Brahmanas ate comjog to be preferred to them.
Becanse & Brahman'is an Advooate-Gensral, it does
not mean that every Brahmana gats his economic
retarn. On the other hand he is prejudiced in getting
it. It is not of course the duty of the State to ensnre
an ecopomic return; bntis its duty to interfere
with State organisations in sach a_way as to make
economic returns more and more difficult? Isit
their duty to take the bread out of one man and give
it to another becsuse of communal considerations ?
Shounld they not fix qualifications by positive on
competitive standards and leave the matter to be
decided automatically—if they do not mesn to inter-
fere with economic returns ? Non-Brahmanas in the
world of trade make huge incomes, and because they
do ot and cannot make them io the public service, it
does not lead toavy comment, Butif a small nomber
of high appointments are held by Brehmanas, it leads
to comment, and they forget that the latter is a8
legitimate as the former. But the worst result is
that it 1s allowed to operate as a handicap on Brah-
manas as o class—inasmuch as it leads to elimination
on account of birth in the lower range of State ap-
pointments. 1 wduld not have ventured to make these
observations at a time of communal difference like
the present, but for the exaggerated value attached
to Brahmana intelligence, perseverance etc., and
the utterly unfair consequence and practical hardship
to which this exaggerated estimate leads.

From the Sourastra point of view the copclusion
to which Sir Alexander has hurriedly come bristles
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with more objections than from Yhe Brahmana poiat
of view. In effect he says, *“ since you are Brahmanas
you do not stand in noed of my help.”” That is of
course a measare of the attachment he has for the
Brahmana community, Bat that is by itself. The
more relevant point is how do they forfeit their claims
for enconuragement, because they regard themselves
a8 Brahmanas and will not allow even one so great as
Sir Alexsnder to dab them * non-Brahamanas.” We
know that a stauding crdor dnes not become rational,
simply bec«use it is elevated to the distinction of a
-3, 0. Sonrashtras are Sourashtras whether you call
shem Brahmanas or nou-Brahmanas, und they
deserve concessions for what they are and not for
what they are called. How does it lie with a
member of Goverament to turn away from them in a
put out mood, pocketing his concessions, with an
asngry wave of the hand swearing practically that
since they havs chosen to call themselves by another
name, he need not concern himself with their require-
ments ! Unlike sume people who are now trying to
make all Brabmanas Panchamas, that great reformer,
one of the greatest .men India has produced, Swami
Vivekananda said that he would convert Pariahs into
Brahmanas. He did not live long enough to attempt
it. Bat if to-morrow a pushful class of Panchamas
should wear the thread of the Brahmannas, and change
their habits of life and call themselves say Agastya
' Brahmanas, why should either the Government or any
section of Hindus obj=ct to their doing so? A4 a matter
of fact, all Hindus mgy well become Brahmanas
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instead of becomifiy Panchamas. If caste among
Hindos is to be abolished, let them all become
members of the highest caste instead cf the lowest.
There is caste among Brahmanas themselves ; there is
caste in one and the same Brahminical sect. They who
talk of untouchables do not know that there are
occagions when a Brabmana mdther will not touch
her child, when a Brahmana father will not receive
a plate or a vessel out of the hands of his son, leave
alone his touching him. There is no good for Sir
Alexander Cardew or any number of Westerners far
more intelligent and persevering than himself to ven-
tore into the ramifications of caste nomenclature and
caste distinctions, He knows who Sourashtras are and
what help may be given them to secure their educa-
tions]l advancement, Instead of doing what would be
best for them, he had simply sought to make them
pawn in an official move and when they refuse to be
so played, he tellsthem virtnally that they might -
—take care of themselves. And all this for what ? For

the name of Brahmanas they want to take.

After this, it is plain that the policy of Government
in regard to educational concessions must be more
rationally interpreted or undergo a revision, They
must determine whetber concessions are to be given
to a olass, because 1t is educationally backward, al-
though financially well off and continue to be withheld
it from a class financially backward although educa-
tionally far advanced, or given to a class both financi-
ally and edacationally backward ? Except I'anchamas
and a few other “lower ” clases most of the higher
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Hindu castes and severel sectiondgf the Muhammadan
commaunity cannot be regarded as educationally and
financially backward, In their case nobody need ob-
ject to communial concessions. Bat in the case of most
other classes, the principle of concession ought to be
made individaally applicable and not communally.
A rich Mohammadan Mappilah or Lubbay boy and
a poor Royapettah Mussalman nesd not get the
same concession. So also among Hindus, whether
they call themselves 53rahmias or nou-Brahmaans,
A boy must get exemption, bacaunse he is poor
-and not because other members of his class are poor ;
while at the same time if he is too pror to pay fall
fees, the fact that others of his caste are rich, oaght
not to bar his way to State aid. For a boy to get
help as a member of a backward community, it must
be backward both ~ducationally and fioancially and
guch communities must be specifically enumerated, as
for instance, potters, dhobies, barbers, etc., and not
by a generic name of non-Brahmanas as thongh not
to belong to the Brahman communities is a great claim
for State consideration from the primary school to the
High Court Banch. Thess questions would not have
provoked discussion, but for Sir Alexander Cardew
seeking to dig a well presumably with the bast of
intentions but coming upoun a ghost in the process.
{Hindu, 5th September, 1917.)



INDEX.

Page Page
A ) E »
Act, Censpiracy ... 21 | Elgin, Lord 56, &
Act, Defence of India
Bt aeq F
Act, Press ... 21 ! Force, Defence, 13, 14, 15,16, 17
Act, Regulating .. 14
Aiyer, Dr.8ir Subrabwanya, &5. G
4% Gillmsp, Mr, we 30
Alwar, Maharajah of .. 48 | Geurpe, Mr Lloyd e 24
Auvsrclist movenent .. 18 |« Ghudr,” Party e 16
Aropdale, Mr. G, 8, 9, 16, 80 |
"Krquith, Mr. J, S n
Hurdinge, Lord 12,183,756
B Hustivgs, Wanen T
Rughdad - 2T
Balfour, Mr, J. o 28 I
Bell, Mr. Beatson 50 et srg | Independence, War of s 48
Bentinck, Lord Willilam ... 54 |
Besant, Mre, 9. 186, 8u, 72, 33 J
Bikanir, Maharajah of v 46 | v Justice” 4], 42
Borden, Sir Robert .. B -
/ C Kut, Surrender of ... B9
Qardew, 8ir A, G. R0, FQ
Chemberlain, Mr. Austen. 18 22 M
23, 26, ¥6, ¢T | Mail, The Madras 28, 20, 80, 42
Chelmsford, Lord ... Bt ' Mehta, 8ir P M, 18, 66
Chetties, Nattukkottai ... 62 | Memorandum f the Ninateen, 14
Che'ty, Rao Bahadur”P. i Mesopotamin, Inquiry, Debate
Theaguraya 82 ot arq. 18, 8, 24, 27
Circular, Government of Mestob, Sir James 12, 17
India’s r¢ Home Rule Montsgu, Mr, 26, 27, 28, 29, 20
89 et 20q, 89, 48

Corfrrence at Cuddalore ... 2
Craddock Sir Reginald 15,16 (o]

Corzen, Lord 18, 28, 66 | Ootacamund, Council

meeting at 1,28

D
Despatch re Post-war reforms, 14 P
Dufferin, Lord e 56! Pentland. Lord 1,2




70

INDEX.
Page Page
R
Ranade, Mr, Justice ... BB T
Rao, Mr Madbava, V, V. 1, 2, 46 |Tilak, Mr, B, G. . 18
Report, Public Be’rvifés Com-
mission - 48 v
Ripon, Lord ws B | Viocent, 8ir W,
Round Table ... 18 |Vivekananda, SBwami ... 86
Roy, Reja Ram Mohan .., b4 | Vysias, Community of . B2
8 -
Bmuts, General .. 6 w
Snowden, Mr. Philip we 18 Wadia, Mr B B 9, 16, 81
Sourashtra, The, community War Loan we 16

of, 59 ot seq,

| Wedgewood, Commander ... 18



