
STORY OF A BLUNDER 
BY 

K. VYASA RAO. B.A. 

A uthor of U The Prell uflder the p,.,,. Act" 

WITH FORE\VORD 
BY 

SIR S. SUBRAHMANYA AIYAR, K.C.I.E., LL.D 

MADRAS: 

GANESH & CO. 



MADRAS: 

Printed by Srinivua Varadacharl & Co • 

.. , MOUNT ROAD, 



FOREWORD 
FROM about the end of May to the middle of 
September 1917 South India partioularly went 
through a strange and trying political experi­
"ence. What suggested to the authoritiee the 
adoption of this" policy without a godfather" 
as Mr. Vyasa Row has so appropriately ohar­
aoterised it, and which led up to this experience 
on our part iii still a mystery. It is equally a 
mystery where Indian affairs would have led to 
under this direction but for a dramatic and 
providential change at the helm brought about 
by the Mesopotamia debate. The policy whioh 
began and ended in this mysterious manner is 
illustrative of the prospects of Indian progress 
under bureaucratio patronage. Many instances 
ml:!8 be recalled in which, if the judgment ot 
the Executive in India had been reversed as 
promptly as in this instance, India's destiny 
would have run on different lines. 

Be this as it may, it is worth observing that 
ill politics the blunders of rulers are more full of 
lessons than a wise handling of public affairs. 
The chapter of bureaucratic maladroitness prei;. 
sented here and which is even more illStructive 
to the bureaucrats themselves than to others is 
not an exception to this truth. It strikingly 
unfolds the successive stages of a melodrama. 
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which cannot but he of interest even to the 
average British read&r. Fort it would make 
him familiar with the singular .nd amusing 
developments which his own countrymen are 
capable of in India as bureaucrats. 

It need hardly be pointed out that, in these 
fast moving days, it is essential"that the record 
of every Executive assumption followed by a 
constitutional triumph should be found in an 
easily available form. It has so happeliled that 
these contributions from the pen of Mr. Vyasa 
Row embody in a natural and hi.storical 
sequence the various instructive phases of an 
egregious attempt and its failure. The Execu­
tive, in spite of its discomfiture in this matter, 
is still struggUng hard to avert a collapse of its 
case with available resources as may be seen 
from the way the Deputations have been so~ht 
to be selected in Madras. This is but a 
drizzle after the downpour. Still, it is better 
there are obstacles revealing the character of 

cparties and the moral strength of a cause than 
that we should have an opposition thwarting 
-our attempts without any external indication. 

The hundreds of readers who will enjoy this 
Story of a Blunder cannot but feel obliged to 
Messrs. Ganesb & Co. for issuing it so oppor .. 
tunely. 
4Bs4CR HousE,' MYUPOJU£,} S. SUBRAHMAIUSM. 

I 51.1 Deetlllbtf' 19 [ 7. 
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STORY OF A BLUNDER 
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1.-Bolt fItom the Blue Hilla , 
{OIl 6~ ~pril Lord Peatlaod olosed the Budget .... 00 of ill. 

Madru LeglaIMtve OO\1lloU at Klodru, DllriDg \he wbole of tbit 
.... IoD he made DO refereace ~ 10di&D pollUcal dellWlda or to tbe 
oreatloD of Nl oohealthy or ODd.lrable poliUOal atmOlphere fn dla 
x.aru PreafdeDC1. On "th May however In olOlilag a Leg1alati'ftt 
-Soa at Oot.oamoDd be bitterly iovelgbed epa" ladlaD polllllcal 
deaumdll alld complained against" a oampatgD of ooral&lt.D, deuao. 
'loa," .. a reckless campaign of calomDY," urged .. tbat an thougbtt 
or tbe early grant of respoDslble Self·Govemmellt ahould be eD&tre1,. 
put out of mind" and tiDally etIded by" oalHDg lIpoD all who hear me, 
or _d theM word. for thefr IlIppart fD &IIy aotioa whlob the GoYenl. 
ment may be forced to take to diIJcourage tbe.18 \1IlwilJe and 
daDgeroo8 methoda aDd the estravagaot alms, whioh tbey are dealJD. 
ad to further," BetWlleO eth April aDd find 1I(ay 00 event bad takell 
pike In Madrall except tbe 18th .emon of tbe Promoial OoafeNllce­
u wblob Mr. V. P. Madbava Row, 0,1 •• , presided and urged tbat ~ 
bareauoratic form of government should give place to reaponaible 
covernmeot. Lord Peotl&Dd however did not refer Co tbia prest- ~ 
deIlUal lpeech, bo' preferred a gllleral coodemuttoa of the 
demand for telpOllllble govemmeDt aDd allllooDced bitibatentloD to 
nIOtS to repreaaive meaaU1'8ll-to regulate the poliUcal progreu ot 
tbe qo\1ll~ by ezeoutlv8 action,] 

IF &lJ1libiDg could aggravate the. holding of • 
Jbgillative 8818ion at ~mund, flbe fore­

.a.adOWiDg of .. repreaaive pl'Ogramme at 800b ., 
.-oil, 011 grooDds that will Dot bear examination 
8'f'8D by an average lCbool-boy. OIoIlDot bat do it. 
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Bot a month and fiftleeu days back, HIs Excellency 
was in possession of all the'materials that bave uow 
gone to convince bim of t,be need for repreaeive 
action and be was faoe to face rib bis Legislative 
Oouncil when from the capital of the presidenoy he 
could have made the same annooncement as he has 
made now. Bat he did not c!2. so; aod what haa 
happened since then to force his hands to commit 
himself to a state~ent so bewilderingly wide of the 
mark? The only publio fonction of any importanoe~ 
of provincial magnitude, was the meeting of the 
28th Session of the Provincial Conferenoe at Cndd .... 
lore at whioh an ex-Dewan of three Indian States 
and a Companion of the Indian Empire presided 
and pleaded for the transfer of the powers of Gov­
ernment from all autocratic offioialdom to a respon­
sible executive. Even he deprecated the nee of the 
term Home Rule and pointed out that It was no 
longer a question of the good poiute of the bureao-. 
eracy to which he could bear personal tt;8timony~ 

bot of the inevitable need for a radical change in 
the system of Indian Government. The issoe of 
the G. O. regarding students and politics whioh W88 

enforced at the Conference itself led to ao coutre­
temps of any kind. As usual the delegabes spoke to 
the respective resolutions aDd departed to tbeir 
respective places as they have done for a generatiell 
now. Assuredly, nothing that could have taken 
place at Cuddalore could have suggested the Deed 
for drastic steps such as Ris Excellency 'thought. fit. 
to ask the 8QPPOrt of the Counoil for. :a.. sbere 
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Ibsen anything else in this presidency or evea ontside 
-this preaidenoy ?-anything else thab might DOfI 
have called for aotion about the beginuing of April r 
Wha.t then is th~ justifioation for Lord Pentland to 
have spoken not a word about the need for re­
pressive action in April but to make 800h a feanul 
prognostloation aboot tbl1 end of May? The subjeof; 
of Seli-Government for India was not on the agenda· 
of that sessioD of the Counoil. No non-official 
member bad referred t,() it; and yet Lord Pentland 
was inclined to be oandid tIot the olosing quarter 
of an hour of the session which gave no chance of .. 
reply from any of his counoillors. This was neither 
oourteous of him nor calculated to improve hi8 
!'elations with them. It was something like a man 
waiting for the train to start to have his uopleasaoG 
say flo those who had come to see him off. It "88 a 
process of rating the whole country and turning hi • 

. bac~ in the expectation tbat the couutry and he 
would get on the better for it. It was a mistake, 
even wel'e Hie Excellency's observations justifiable, 
for him to have put them off to a sesaion of the 

·.council that was t!l meet about 250 miles aWllY from 
the capiffal oity and nearly 7000 feet above Bea level. 
Not that he shonld have measllred the level of the 
pla.ae at whioh he makes a spAech, bot it is deplor­
able that he ehould have made from asommerretreU 
a declaratiou of polioy.on 8. subject of sopreme impor-

• ta.nC8 a.t a. time of political aud ecouomio tl'av16illike 
the present. It was a worse mistake for bim to kaYe 

,made tbose obaervatiotls giving no opportanity for 



the reprelentativ81 of the people whose support b ... 
.ought for to open their minds in th.ir 'ern to the 
bead of the Government. It was the wor.t mistake 
for him to have made those obserfttions without a 
word of explanation as to the exact oircumatancea­
that oalled forth the plan of campaign that be ohoee 
to onLline to the evident stnpefa.eijon of those who 
...,ere present. 

Notwithstanding all these oonsiderations, "e have 
got before us a speech by the head of the Govern­
ment that makes one wonder what is to come next 
and what it is intended to herald forth. Dealing with 
it as a responsible utterance made to the oonstituted 
representatives of the people one caunot but raise 
the question if His Exoellenoy was within his prov­
inoe in dealing with an issue whioh involves the 
continuance of the powers whioh are by stat.tory 
enaotments vested in him as Governor-in Oouucil. 
He is directly a party, jost as in a question betw~n I!Io 

landlord and his tenant, the landJord is no more tban 
a dominant party. If rightly or wrongly the Indian 
demaud is that the preseDi form of government in 
India IIhould be replaoed by a popular form, those in 
whom that Government is veBted at present are 
clearly outside the tribunal that ill to pronounce the 
award. It is open to them to argue their 0t0Se against 
the party making t.he demand, but it is certainly not 
.,ven decent for them to Qsame the role of disinter-• flIied counoillors and impartial judges, and more to-
promise to exeroise the powers of gaardianahip to the 
-extent of applying the legal birch. By all means it 



tltere shonld be a breach of the peace or the commia­
ilion of aDY oriminal acli, the Government, not; .. a 
political party, bat &I a body respouaible for peaoe 

.and order, are bdnnd to take aotion. Bat it i. to 
argoa like a political party, and theD in oonnectio. 
with pnrely political i88U88 to set in motion the 
machinery of Government intended for the preserftw 
-tion of pII&Oe and order. Even when a political crime 
Clakes plaoe the Government act not as a political 
party, bat as oustodians of public safety. In colln­
tries governed like India. e8p~ianv, the distiuoti01l 
between a Government tha.t acta as the supreme 
-eovereign authority and as a subordinate entity 
exercising powers of trust delegated to it is unmistak. 
able. It is open to the Government of His Majesty.' 
Home, to the sovereign people of E'Igla.nd, to penaHtIe 
any agit&tion for Self-government under the Orown 
in India.. Right or wrong, politic or impolitio, such 

. a step is not oonstitutionally lDoonsistent with 
.fndia as a dependency. But for a. provincial satrap 
in India, to step into t.he arena of controvel'lY and 

'brandish his stock of weapons to thwart an agitation 
·having for its .objeot the modifioa.tion of the 
powers tested in him is too ohimerical for an age 
when old empires are melting before onr eyes to 
'fDake new federations, when even in India prinoe8 
'Vie witb publicists in oonfessing that nnless a great; 
national autonomy it developed soon, oar national 

-safety stands to be imperilled at any moment. Self ... 
~overnment for India has oe.aed to be a ma.tter 
.of internal need only. It hu become more imaai-
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Dent from the Deed for India to beoome a live 
factor within the Emp4'e and within the larger orbi'­
which includes the Empire as a constituent. At 
Bnch a time to adumbrate a Bcheme-of repreasion, to 
ost.racize the demand of Self-government for 
India, is to become in reality appre~ensive of the­
larger vision of the higher ..uatesmanship of 
Great Britain and the Empire. For, while nothing­
has happened in recent months in Madras to threateD 
a breaoh of the orderly relations between Govern­
ment and the people, a good deal has happened out­
side India to hMten our prospects. Even a hereditary 
Mabarajah has unburdened his heart throwing off 
the inherited reserve of his ordar and asked the 
representatives of the Empire whet.her Indian aspira­
tions are insoluble? Even an unyieldmg Colonial 
Minister like Sir Robert Borden has admitted that 
reciprocity oan be the only rule of conduct between 
IndIa and the Colonies. Even so staunch a believer , 
in preferential trea.tment by race and oolor as Gtlneral 
Smuts has strnok in for a constitution of the British 
;l!lmpire as an irresistible partnership of self-governing 
nations. If he did not mean to include India in such 
a description, he need not have made it at an, seeing 
that the British Empire excluding India and the 
Orown and plantation colonies form a monarcbioal 
commonwealth of free nations. The strength and 
vigonr of that ~eclaration and the very timbre of hie. 
voice in ma.king it shewed olearly that India was to 
be eet free to make the utmost of her GOd.glV8D 
opportllDiti8l!, liberated from the shackles of a. 
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belt8t'Olent but zealous despotism. MI'. Allquitb, had 
at'tbe verI beginning of the war, when Indian 
Ioyalt.y oame upon tbe world as a stuDning revelation,. 
spoke of lifting thia conntry from a dependent to a 
partner. Sinee then India hal travelled £ ... t and 
oome to be a qnestion of practical politics in additioo 
to being a favonrite snbject of appreoiation and regard. 
At sach a time, wben there ia nothing to oompromiae 
law and order, Lord Pentland haa taken upon himself 
Iio proolaim that" all thoughts of the early graat of 
I'88ponsible self-governmeot should be put entirely 
oat of mind." Who has oommisaioned the Governor 
of Madras, of all authorities in India, to make 80-

confident an assertion as to the intentiolls of the 
people of the United Kingdom and of the other parts 
of the British Empire? By all means let any attempt to 
violate law a.nd order meet with condign pnnishment ; 
bot tbat does not mean that it lies 10 the power of 

.Lord Pentland to ask us to pllt out of thonght the 
early grant of responsible Self-government for this 
oountry. He has ohosen to speak in the strain of a 
modern eannt., but unlike that great wise maD, in 
genoine ignoranoe of what may lie wit.biu hia reaoh. 
To fortify bimself 'in thIS amusing attitude he IiIpel\ke 
of " a reokless campaign of calumny direoted against 
the Madras GoverDment." If there be aDY snob 
caOlpai~, by all ~eaDs let the law take its ooarse. 
Bat there are politioal bodies of established repnie 

• like the Congress and the Moelem Leagoe, aDd there 
are men 8S Joy~l as Lord Pentland ontaicle 
India in tkE' British Empire, of his own race 
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and blood, who cannot oontemplate an India aft&r the 
War withoat a sQbstantial ohange io her political 
status. In so fa.r as Lord Ptlntland lends himself to 
mixing up a tendency to lawlessb8SS whioh exist. 
nowhere io this Presidenoy with an attempt to bring 
about saoh a change he will be muing an egregiOO8 
blander and helping in the fOMUtiou of a class of 
oritics leBs considerate to oar national shortcomings. 
By interfering with the oonstitutional rights of the 
subject in British India, at such a. time as tbis, when 
England is steadying itself from might without right, 
be will be raising foroos of disapproval tbat will be 
by no means a. testimony to British statesmanship in 
India.. Let him deal with politioal wrong-doers 88 

they arise and demand attention; bat let him stand 
aloof from loyal and constitutional attempts to effect 
a ohange in tbe oharaoter of the Government in India· 
These attempts and the va.rious schemes put forward 
for the politioal adva.ncement of the country .have. 
nothing to do with the busine8~ 6n his ha.nd. He is 
here to administer the provinoe and not to issoe 
injunotions as to our politioal aspirations. Let him 
not trifle with the spirit of nationl\l self-respect, at a 
time when for the upholding of that spirit ib regard 
to a foreign cbarge like Belgium the blood of the 
ERost has mingled with the waters of the Somme, the 
Nile and the Tigris. In this ma~ter onr petition will 
be laid on the steps of the British Throne and com· 
lDitbed to the conscience of the Nations of the British. 
Empire, in the presenoe of the grea.t DemocracIes 'of 
the Old and the New World. If the small vaslled 
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interests of the boreaucracy should be Qlore to it 
than th6 inauguration of a new epoch under the mg1s 
of an awakened Great Britain and Greater Britain, 
let it, demar to' tbe ohange j but Jet no attempt; be 
made to oreate an onseemly politioal squabbJe with 

·all the unedifying oonsequenoes that it toust lead to 
11 persisted in.-(Hindu, 31st Aug,) 

11.-" Public Safety" and 
Political Faith 

[Oonformably to tbe polloy foresbadowed in bis Rpe1!oh al 
<>otaoamund by Lord Pentland, executive aotion was _keD and 
orden of in'~mment were served on Mrs. Bennt and Me88l'lo 
Wadia and ArundaJe on 16th June.] 

THE ISSUE BEFORE THE COUNTRY 

N0 irony can be more bitter and no politioal pros· 
pect more exasperating than that an Aot passed 

-for seouring pnblio.8!1.fety should in the hands of the 
bureaucracy come to be utilised for endangering the 
-safety of tbe indiVidual. It. is snfficiently bad that 
any subject of the Crown should be liable to be dea.l' 
with dil'ectly by the executive in regard to his po~ 

,sonal freedom without,the safeguards of a legal trial; 
but it is worse that be should be so liable nnder the 
provisions of an Aot intended for the greater securit, 
of person and property at a time of war and hence 
arming the execative with unlimited powers, It it 
this callou8 misuse of a legislative measnre by the 
executive that has anderm'ined the trast of the people 
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more than the depl'ivatton of peNon a} freedom itself ;.. 
aDd Dot nntil this policy of misapplying aod abasing 
the powers nnder the Defence of India Aot is de­
finitely abandoned by the Government can public 
trust be restored. That is the stand on whioh aU 
Indian politicians as politioians pure and simple must 
rest their position and demand a 'Ntraotlion of the 
present policy. Home Rule is a political tenet by 
itself whose legality has been at no time questioned; 
the methods pursued by its leaders and foHowers are 
subject to legal teats and not one of them desires to 
escape the proper application of all or any of these 
tests, It is open to everyone to entertain whatever 
differenoes he may ohoose as regl}.rds the goal or the 
methods. But, we are all of ns bound to 'see that the 
applioation of the D.·fence of India Act is confined 
only to purposes for which that Act has been passed, 
This is the dnty that reBt~ upon all those, who, what· 
ever their shade of political opinion, wha.t,ever their, 
politica.l caste and creed, mean t(1 count in the affairs 
of the country 8S citizens. Those wbo stand aloof 
from such an attempt by constitutioDal metbods, 
bave no business to pose themselves as political 
leaders, either as Home Rulers or Anti-Home Rulers. 
The cleavage at the present moment if honesty is to 
be a factor in Indian politics, is here and here alone. 
The Zemindara who ba~e rushed to announoe their 
non-complicity with Home Rule, the non-Brahmin 
polit.ioians who belabour the Brahmin community and 
the Home Rule leaders, even the AnglO-Indian mer­
chants, lawyers and business-men who think it 1torth 
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while to be in India, all of them mnst see to it that 
this executive demoralisation comes to an sad. If 
there is a general political consoienoe in India, apart 
hom the grievanoes of particular commonities and 
apart from the reservations that each class 
may have in regard to Indian political problems iu 
their entirety, it ought to assert itself in such an 
attempt. Publio oonferenoes and meetings to be 
held in regard to the sit nation that faces aa at 
the present moment Deed not oonoern themselves 
with any rider as to the Pud.-war Reform soheme­
that is a matter capable of exciting honest differenoes 
of opinion and most be left to be pursued by eaoh 
politioal pal·ty as it may appeal to itself. But all 
parties ought to agree that the Defenoe of India Aot 
is Dot to be ased in rt'gard to Bny person as to whose 
allegianoe to the British Crown as a British subjeot 
there is not the shadow of an adverse suggestion . 

. Unless the Government are prepared to affirm that a 
person is intersst&d in the overthrow of British 
sovereignty of India or that his aotion is caloulated 
to help it, whatever other Aot they may employ, theYI 
ought not to thi.nk of the Defence of Intlia Aot. 
Firstly because it demoralises the national feeling 
against British conneotion itself, foroing people to 
think of themselves as enemies of the British Crown, 
a.nd seoondly because the powers nuder thtl Aot are 
eo wide that the executive may do anything and 

. everything under it-so that nsed against loyal sub­
jects of the OrowD, it beoomes a most tyrannical 
abuBe of power. What would those Zemindars who 
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,are now announciDg to the world that they are again. 
the Home Rule pl'op6ganda-what woald they think 
-if under the Defence of India Aot the b"neiib of tbe 
permanent settlement is indefinitely Tevoked and thei!' 
" peishoush" enhanoed? This may be an extreme 
example, bnt it is olear that if the Aot has Qot beeD 
meant as a short out for BOch a...,purpose, it is not 
equally a short cut to silence aU those with whom the 
Bureaucraoy may not agree. 

WANING FAITH. 

Sir James Meston. in opening the first meetiug of 
the U. P. Oouncilon his return from England as an 
·Indian delegate to the Imperial Oonferenoe, confessed 
that the country was being overtaken with a sense of 
~jstrust such as he had never before experienced. 
" There is," he a.dmitted, "a note of suspicion and 
mistrust soch as I have never heard before duriag 
my servioe in the country!' He put it more explioitly , 
in the next sentenoe aod said." there seams to be a 
-fear that the Government of this country is in some 
way preparing a policy of reaotion." To exohange 
onr ideM freely with Sir Ja.mes M~ston, whether the 
Q-overnment is actually preparing such a policy of 
reaction or not, there is no denying that there is sucb 
a feeling. Nor ca.n it be overlooked th,", there 81'8 

grounds for suoh 8 feeling. The War broke ont in 
August 1914; Lord Hardinge left India in April, 
-1916. So long 80!1 Lord Hardinga was here there WIWI 

nothing but a wave of enthusiasm and confidoooe in 
-the intentions of the G.>vernment. The OOQgren 
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_ion of 1914 sbewed tbe feeling "hen Lord PeDt­
IDd graced the oC0&8ion and for a momeD~ be anG 
Mrs. BeRnt stood 00 the platform their handa held in 
greeting. The COllgress of 1915 merited the approba. 
tion of the Anglo-Indian Press-it was as though -th& 
Government. bad lent one of their own body to preside 
over the session. Sir Pherozeshah Mehta had died­
some weeke previoDsly and yet the Congre8l!l went on 
&II thongh he was there to direot ita deliberation&. It 
showed the solidarity of feeling between the Govern­
ment and the delegates in almost all eBsentia\ matte1'8. 
In A pril Lord Hardinge left these shores-at a most 
inopportune honr for India-evidently on acoouDt of 
the Mesopotamia Inquiry. From JUDe 1{JJ6 India 
was no longer what it was under Lord Hardinge. The 
aotion against Mr. 'l'ilak in Bombay, against Mrs. 
Besant in Madras, the discovery ·of the Ronnd Table 
group trying to shape the politioal future of India 

. stud,iouBly avoiding publicity and angrily resenting it 
later, the pnblicatiop of thAt obsolete Report with­
on~ a word of indication that the Government of 
India 'considered it BO, the attempt made to take away 
the right of oivil action against the SMretary of 
State in -consolidating existing statutes, the perpetua­
tiOD of existing disabilities against Indians even in 
creating a temporary Defence Force, the abolition of.. 
tbe system of volnnteering just at the time it should 
ba ve been thrown open OD old conditions to htdian8 

~ of all ranks and cla8l!les aabjeot to proper testa, all 
thee 8ncceaeively shewed that Lord Hardinge'. policy 
DO longer beld good in IDdia. Each of tbem was .. 

• 
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reactionary step in it&elf. and the cumula.tive effeol 
was to evidence the setting in of a reactionary regime 
-notwithstanding all the inspiring sentiments that 
emanated from higher autborit,ies at· Rome.' Add to 
this feeling created by SUCOfll'lsiVA events, the faet that 
the Government of India had sent a Despatoh &boot 
posli-Warreforms without anyannoQllC8ment in India. 
and add to it again the reception given to the Nineteen 
Memorandum by the Anglo-Indian Press and by 
officials themselves. Wonld it not have been strange 
if a feeling of distrl1st had not resulted from all these 
circumstances one after another, firstly in the sphere 
of general policy of the Government and seoondly 
and specifioally in regard to the post-W 0.1' polioy. But 
still, when the Congrfll'll'l met in December last at 
:Vucknow there was nothing to distinguish that session 
except that it made up for lack of its o~n activity tor 
eleven months in the year by authorising political 
bodies of its own persull.llion to popularise the Reform 
scheme, in consequence· of the , fear that, 88 the. 
Government of Iudia was Inclined to be, Indian 

.politicians conld not take the risk of inaction. 

THe LATJl:ST PHASE; 

If things had bElen left even at this stage, matta1'8 
would have been more or less in a normal eondition­
but the policy of utilising the provisions of the Defence 
of India Act to control politica.l a.gitatiou, aflie!' a 
pointedly 'politirm.l ' speech by the head of a 
Government and the further use of its prol'isiOliB 
for puttiog down the agita~ion to whioh this 
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~tion has given risp-thislast phase has oonverted 
distrust into despair. Was Lord Pentland's 
a political or a military speech-was it the 
speech of a politician, whatever might be its com­
plexion, or was it the warning ot a nictator roling 
a rebel people nnder a Military Law 1 It waa a 
political speech through and through-delivered ~t 
a time of profound peace in I ndia, at a time wben 
the War Loan was the foremost topic to enfroae 
public attention, when public meetings were being 
convened for presuading yonng meu to join the 
Defence Force i-and It was crIticised as a political 
speech-as openly BS the speech was made. But 
the action tha.t followed it was under the Defence 
of I ndia Act' 'fhe two canuot but stand conneoted 
together, Bnd the conolusion cannot but be drawn 
that the bllreflul'recy in its reaotionary progress haa 
com8 after all to clutch at a War measure enact.ed 
for the enemie8 of the Crown to strike an effective 
blow at Indian constitutional agitation! 

To those of the public who knew the assuranoes 
given by Sir Reginald Craddock when the Defence 
of India Act was. introduced by him, the situation 
oreated oy the present application of the Act is a 
sad le880n indeed. Apart from the" powers pri­
matily required in the military illterests of the 
-country" and "for the protection of property of 
military valne and for the prevention of injury to 

snoh property or to the interests of the Army as 
generally are required when the country is at war" 
-apart from powem reQuirea for these parpoHll, 
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he mentioned three other facto1'8 whioh required. 
the provisions embodied in the Defence of India. 
Act. These were firstly the revolutionary party on 
the Pacifio Coast of A merica, which he If 000.· 

veniently desoribed" as the Gbadr party, and which 
in his words tI saw in the great Enropean war their 
best opportnnity for attempting tQ. translate their 
dootrines into action;" seoondly, what he desoribed 
8S being" closely akin to this movement, the anar­
chist movement in Bengal" and whose " ultimate 
aims are the same; " and thirdly the tC lawlessness in 
Western Punjab, partly induced by eoonomio unrest." 
He wound up after enumerating these oauses:­
II These, my Lord, are the cautles whioh have led 
the Government to introduce this legislation." But, 
does Mrs. Besant's agitation or Mr. Arundale's 
complicity or Mr. Wadia's activity, does any of 
these things come under the category of the re­
volutionary oonspiracy on the Pacinc Coast, or unliat' 
the anarchist movement in Be~gal or under the. 
lawlessness in Western Punjab, "wrecking shops 

t..nd bouses of Banias and burning their books"? 
Did Mr. Karandikhar's sojourn in .South India oon­
tTibuta to any of these three inimioal activiti'6s? Are 
the warnings that ~e week after week rumoured to 
be given to a journal here and a publisher there 
under the Defence Aot-are these also given beoause 
the gentlemen reoeiving them have been in parti­
cipation with any of the three factors mentioned by 
the Home Member? The latest phase of bureauoratio 
reaction shews the extent to wh~~ the Bttrea.ucraoy 



ie prepar.ed t.o flO iD ihe maiuteouoe of what bu 
eeemed to Iadiaos a "polioy 11 of tbe present Gov­
ernment of Iodia-a polioy under wbiob the people 
feel compelled to· believe tb.t. there i8 safety only io 
IlilenO&. U uder sacb ciroumstances despair mufi. 
give place to a policy of oonstitution,,) l'esistan08 if 
the country bas not become dead to politioal S80-

sibility. Row can Sir J.un£'s Mdston wonder that­
be has to witness oorrents of thought and feeling 
that he has Dever before witnessed? 

When we have oome to 81lllh a pa8s as this, befor& 
tbpre can be any attempt at exchange of views on 
the reforms to follow the oonclosion of the Wa1'­
tb8r8 most be a restoration of good faith by tbe 
Defenoe of India Act being withdrawn from soob 
apphoations. We may allow the past to be an iu­
stance of sudden distemper in the body politio of 
tbe oountry and ent .. r into a free exchange of views 
-provided only this danger to public sl!.fety nnder. 
mining political fllo\th is arrested in time before the 
excb.IUII(6 of vi~ws begins. If Government will not 
consent to this, all 001' efforts Most be conoentrated 
in keeping oorselves at least free as a oonsthntional 
politioal 'Party. A. new movement, apart from Home 
Rule, or Post· War Reform ought to be begnn tbe­
aim of whioh should be to force the Government to 
_haDdon the present attitude.-(Hindu, 16th Aug.) 



111.-" Within Thel .. Pow .... " 

[Wben qnestiolls were asked ill the HoUle of OommoDll by OOID­
mander Wedgewood abd Hr. Pbllip Snowden. ·Hr. Austeta Ohamt.-· 
lain. the Secretary of Stalie for India, repUed \h., 'al~bollgh ~b. 
interllment. were noC .anctiolled by him at tile OUt.et, he approM 
ol 'be action of the Htiiru Government .. it W81 .. within their 
powen."] 

IN the course of the reply Mr. Chamberlain had to 
give to qaestions in the HQuseof OommoDs, justify. 

ing the Madras G\lv~rnmt.nt's recant orders. he had 
to fall bllck more than once on the plea that they 
had aoted within their powers. Of course, Mr. 
Chamberlain agreed with them when the Lloa.l 
Government responsible for peace and order ao~ 
within their powers. We supp0ge thiS phrase. aoting 
within powerd. h&s Ii particlllarly s.)\lthing e1l301; 011 

the Englishman's mind. When the Government 
h&ove not gone beyond the limits open to them. tbe 
whole matter is treated &.8 one of discretion; and' the 
disoretion of the ma.n on the sporia allowed to prev.,i 
over the discretion of a.nother who is tboasilooda of 
miles awa.y from the plaoe. The doctrine oC the man 
on tbe spot acting unerringly is DO longel: of suoh 
sanctity &8 it was before snd daring the time of Lard 
Carzon's Vicllroyalty. Those were the days when the 
man on the spot theory had unquestioned IIoOOt'ptaDoe. 
The troubles that followed the close of thaG Vioerolal­
ty oonvinced the British political publio thait tbat; 
tbeory bad severe limitations and it would be 
di8~troU8 to systematically ignore 'hoae lim!tat.ttooa. 
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:Since then, the Mesopotamian failllre haa been • 
more powufnl means of bringing to light ~he daDger 
of goiog to 81El~p, trllstiug the man on the spot!. The 
fact is the man on the spot "ill do well only when 
the man to whom he is a.oswerable e10roises at &Dy 
rate ordlOary oare and oaution. If this }&.Uer makes 
the theory a convenient pillow on whioh he might 
rest his head and renollnce bis responsibilities, be 
woald bave to wake np with a start. and regret that 
he bad "ut the theory to wrong Ilse. So far, British 
political opinion is now trying to shake itself free 
.from the dootrine of the man on the spot. Bnt this 
phrase lC WIthin their powers" has oot yet lost ita 
hold on the Eng1iso mind and capable adviaers 
-of the Seoretary of State kaow that it has still ita 
value as an hypnotio pass. It is nec6ssary, tllerefore, 
that members of the Heuse ot Commons at any rate 
must know what value they should a.ttach to~t ill 
reality. 

If we should b~giQ with the alphabet of Indian 
}lolitics, we have tio make members of Parliament 
Qnderstand that in everything thtj Government may 
do in India, they will be within their powers. ThEt 
might -deport a British subject withont assiguing 
reason and without bringing him to trial and 
detain him under duress vile, and they will be 
within tbeir powers. 'fhey might prohibit pnblic 
meetings convened for constitQtional PQrp086S by the 
ilower of the educated section of ths community 01' 

permit a meeting to be beld bQt prevent ita proceed­
.'~DIJ beina DDbliAbed in the local presa aDd they act 



witbin tbeir powel'll. They might keep the publio i...­
an oppressed et.te of tension on 1ICl301lIlt of thai!"" 
arbitrary orders and leave publio men carrying 0& 

con8titutional, political and publio work iil ODe spher& 
or another in a state of perpetnal nerve &II to what 
might happen to their personal safety and freedom 
the next moment. • They bave the.power to act so. 
They might, without the least justifica.tion, ask a_ 
perl'lon about to start a press or a journal 1;0. fUl'uieb 
a security and they act WIthin their powers. They 
might come down with a heavier oall of secnrity from­
any pres8 or paper in existenoe for more than fleven 
yeal'll now and not even the Secretary of State oa.n 
say any more than that tbey have aoted witbin their 
powers. They may" proolaim " a ProviDce to-morrow 
and prohihit all meetings of more than 20 persons 
wherever held and for whatever purpose without a 
lioeD$6 from the Police and they will be quite within 
their powers. The other day at Tnticorin a Sob­
Iosp8ctor of Police ordered a pe~ceflll meeting to 
disperse, although Ma.dras is not a proolaimed area 
and no permission of the Polioe is necessary-and 
tlae presumption of the authorities is that he acted 
within his powers. For, we have not yet h~ard that 
that offioial has been cashiered for what be did. More 
wonderful tban tbis, the Magistrate in India. sanctions 
a prosecution and his subordinate depending upon 
him for bis prospects and promotion tries tbe man 
whose prosecution is so sanotioned aud they all act 
within tbeir powers. In normal times, in abnormal 
times, tbe Governments in India act within their-
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"POw81'8-and they do not lack powen to act mach all 

'they please; but if they suspect that 'hey do, 
-the deficiency is made up in no time and a 
.", Law" or an'" .lot" is passed enabling theta to 
act as tbey waut to. The Indiab Preee .lot; of 
1910 and the Conspiracy .lot of 1918 are inetaD088. 
'If we turn to administrative and executive matte1'8, 
they are always within their po "el'8. For instaD«t, 
whioh law, which statute, has authorised the Govern­
ment of Behar, the baby province, to spend &even 
months in the year at Ranchi r The fact is Ranobi 
oorresponds to Ooty. Dal'jeeliog, Mahableshwar, 
Naini-Tal and Simla. In oreating speoia.lopaninga for 
tbe members of the Civil Servioe at a time of War 
like this, in giving them peouniary compensation for 
lack of promotiou "heu "e bear of saorifioe on all 
sides, in finding house aocommodation for those who 
oan take care of themselves both among Indians and 
,Europeans, leaving the poorer classes without a 
OOtlcern, in having no more than one College of 
Medioine and one College of Engineering for a 
population of 43 millions-in all these they ac\ 
within their po,\\,ers. In "hat they do, in what 
they do not do, in what they may take it into 
their heads to do, they act within their powers. If 
.so, what are these "unlimited" powers worth? 
and what is the good of alleging 88 a justifioation 
that the Government have acted within their POW8l'8 

... though th~ derive their powe1'8 from the peopJe 
or are answerable to them in exeroising tbem f 

On the other hr, .. Seotet&ry who know. ~ 
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A. B. C. of Indian Adminwtration onght to eat aside 
... worthle88 the aUega~on that the Government hav& 
acted within their powers. The whole question is 
have they acted in the spirit of ·the British Con­
stitntion-as whose agents they administer India 1 If 
Dot, and if they have only aoted within .heir powers, 
their action may Dot at all be conYormable to those 
prinoiples saored to the oaase of haman liberty whioh 
is the only justifioation for Great Britain to be in 
possession of I ndia, but may be in consonance only 
with those very negations of individual liberty which 
have made German effioienoy what it is to day...-s. 
danger to the human race! The question for Parlia­
mentary officialb and critics is to examine and see 
how far the action of the authorities in India is laeD' 
as can be in full conformity to the declared principles­
of oivio and political freedom for establishing whioh 
the Democracies of the world are now warring with 
the German" effioiency " born of a politioal despotislll. 
Mr. Chamberlain said no doubt, that he "had 1:0 

desire to suppress any movement for freedom." Good 
80 far as it goes. Bnt has he fOllnd out what it is 
that he has snppressed after all r Freedom is snp­
pressed when 80 person owing allegianoe to the Orown 
is Dot brought to tria.l, but kept in oustody-in a 
atate of sllspended a.nimation-is deprived of the nse 
of her or his God-given powers-condemned to be 110 

mere physiological organism-dischar~ing the pri­
mary funotions of keeping tbe body and> soul together. 
III doing this the Government in India may wen 
:))elieve that they have acted '"\!H.n their powers, but, 
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\ 
they act totally out.aide the spirit of the Britiah 
Constitution and in clear defiance of British prinoiples 
of politioal fairplay. Mr. Chamberlain, with his 
discretion, pracCioally olouded by the U powen n of 
tbe Government, bas failed to see thAt he baa been & 

party to snppressing freedom even &8 he was avowing 
thAt be had no suoh desire I What can be A more 
pathetio tragedy tbau this in illustrating the golf 
that divides U oODstitutional principles" from "coo- . 
etitutionB) practice ,. which mnst neoessarily suggest 
the adoption of desperate rl:medies before the gulf is 
bridged. Were Indla. '" self-governing conntry like 
Canada, it would be an adequate &lHJW81' for the 
Secretary of State to ssy that the Government have 
acted within thelr powers, But now 88 India is, that 
ADswer is absolutely devoid of all significanoe aod in 
re"lity only meaDS" thpy do what tbey do ;' I say ditto 
to wbAt t.bey do."-(New India, 17th Aug.) 



1V.-Slgne of • Chan._ 

[Atter ,hillIllDIDOUB eDuuol.UOD of polloy. flf 'h' G0'98111_' CII 
Madra. baving acted "witbin tbefr pow ••• " ill tbe orderiDg ere 
Provl.ellce tbe Helopot&mla Debate oame. It etrangell eDOugh left 
Lord Hardlnge at btl pelt, altbOGgb be tbdo...-fered 10 rftfgn. bat 
UJlUpeotedl, famished an OOOB.lon for Mr, Obamberlaln bel .. 
rel1end of bl, oharge of India-and an indlo.tine .f a 00 .... of 
policy wu revealed b, the appointment of Mr. Hont.aga ill 
1fr. Obamberlain's place.1 

4LTHOUGH 8 Parlillmentary bye-prodocb of tbe 
Mesopotamia Inqairy, the resignation of Ilr. 

Austen Chamberlain i'l tbe most timely resignation 
we bave had for a long tillle past. It ml\y alm08~ be 
1I8tid that the ooly redeemiol( feature of tbe waate of 
repatatioDs that t.be Mesopotamid. report seemS to 
have involved is the ohange in the offioe of the Seore.. 
tary of State for India. Ba' for this, the debates 
in both Houses woald have been all in all an ill wind 
that blew no good. Withoat dis,patiog the share · 
Mesopotamia baa had in the resignation of Mr. Cham­
berlain, it seems by no means nnlikely that the 
present sitnatiun in India has a180 had an essential 
part in bringing about the ohange. The nal:nber of 
cables that have gone to the Premier moat have 
made Mr. Lloyd George soratoh bis head for a 
moment and look in the direotion of ~be Iodie Otlioe. 
He mast have made ap hiB mind that this Was DO 
time for im.perial maladroitn~8, aud mllst have 
reali.ad the need for a obaDge at the belm. I tab 
it 10 baoauee if it was OpeD to Mr. llllfoar to u thrice I, 
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l'etale Lord Hardinge'. reaigaatio8, it .hoald have 
'ben eqaaU,.n to lIr. Lloyd George to pa. Mide 
MI'. Chamberlain'. tenci-.r. It may be lechoioall, 
true that it is not' OpeD to the Premier to ref .. a 
reeignation tendered by a coneagae and even if i' 
shonld be open to him, no man can be held down to 
an oftioe. Bnt, between being prepared to relinqailh 
it aDd bein~ permitted t.o do so, there ;. too notioeable 
a golf to be Ignored !Iood thiS Olronmstance oame for 
prominent criticism In the JIonse of CommODs, Agaia, 
.. between the late Viceroy and the late Seoretary of 
State, the storm has been particularly rongh ronnd 
the VicE-roy's head, Qnd Mr. Chamberlain wu left to 
'l1aVlgate a oomparatively oalm ocean and was eveD 
ill a pOSItion to go to the snpport of the ex-Viceroy. 
Publio feeling did not antIcipate that when Lord 
Hardinge'. resignatil)n was not wanted, Mr. Ohamber­
lain's would be oonsidered tleceseary. It may perhaps 

. be urged that Lord Hardinge is indispensable in the 
FOl'eign Offioe and $herefore Mr. Balfour oould not 
think of dlstnrhl\lg the existing arraogementB. That 
means by avowed implioation that Mr. Ohamberlain 
,in the IDdia Offioe ,filled a different role and that in 
the present oondition of Indian politics the balance of 
&dvantage was perhaps the other way abou~. The 
effect is that the Premier readily respouded to the 
psyohological 0ppOffiunity and accepted a religoatioD 
whioh Mr. Chamberlain was bound to tender ao­
oording to accepted tradition.. The Anglo-Indiaa 
Prell was inolined to hold that in the preeeDt sitna.­
tiOD ill India Mr. Crber1ain ought to have bee. 
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&aced to continne in office; if 80, tlte inf"rence ie 
clear that the Premier was altogether of a different 
mind-which meanS again that although the Meao. 
potamia report was the c&ose of \he tender of the 
resigna.tion the situation in India was the prime 
motive in its aooeptanoe by the PricQe Minister. 

If any additional warrant 8hould be oODsidered 
necessary in SUppOl't of this oonstruotioD, the 1'ppoint­
ment of Mr. Montagn furnishes it in abundance. If 
Mr. Ohamberlain's poltoy had been approved by 'Mr. 
Lloyd George, he would not have appointed as bis 
sUOCessor the very man who said in the course of the 
very Mesopotamia debate that the Government in 
India should become more responsible to the people. 
The juxta-position is exceedingly interesting indeed; 
for, Mr. Ohamberlain retorted there was no oonnection 
between M.esopotamia. and Indian reforms. The 000-

neotion is obvious and would have been obvious had 
not Mr. Chamberlain been accDstomed to weal' a· 
monocle from the t,ime of his political na.tivity. 
Mesopotamian failure is deBd and gone, it has been 
eplendidly retrieved; but there seemFl something 
like a. failure looming in the distance in India. M.r· 
'Montagu virtually directf'd the attention' of Mr. 
Ohamberlain to the olouds that are gathering from 
the clouds that have become an unpleasant memory. 
Furthermore} if the people of India. bad possessed 
greater responsibility at the time of the Mesopotamia 
failure, if tbe Government of India bad been liable to ' 
~ it.s oredit voted by the representatives of the 
people, there would have bee~rea.ter vigilance Ott 
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the p.rt of the Government of India in the ordering 
of the expedition. Under the present Constitutiou of 
Iodia, the Government has Dot got even tbe advantage 
of a vigilant opposition to whioh it would have to· 
own some responsi bility. Tbe India Offioe, jammed 
between the Cabinet and the War Offioe in England, 
the one ohalking out the line of politioal polioy and' 
the other having the la8t word about military require­
ments, the two at times getting inextricable, the 
Indian Government owning 00 responsibility to the 
representat.ives of the people, mistakes like the 
Mesopotomia blunder oould not bot ooour. Tbis 
"88 evidently what W88 sought to be oonveyed by 
Mr. Montaga when he snggested a permanent remedy 
for the avoidance of such mishaps as the hnrried and­
ill-eqllippcd el:pedition to Baghdad. The incident 
shews tbe angle of vision of each of ~he two Secre­
taries. That .Mr. Lloyd George should have oalled 
Mr. Montaga to office in 80008ssion to Mr. Chamber­
lain, so BOOn after, what had fallen from each in 
Parliament, seem!! an undoubted proof of a reversal 
of the policy that bas till now found favoDr with the 
preB6nt Government of India. If LOf'd Chelmsford 
o&nnot bt'ing himself to oonsent to such a. revereal, the 
way wonld be olear for a Viceroy who would work in 
.soucerli with Mr. Montagu at a. particnlarly critical 
period in the history of the Empire.-(Hindu,21st 
July.) 



V.-Thel. Ultimatum 

(Thls ",u too muoh for the Anglo-Indian PftIN. • .. HadrM 
Mail," fearing Hr. MontagD" interference, q.ned all u1tilDatium. W 
him and to promiaed .. an outburst of protest which m.ay reault In 
a cbange of peraonnel at the India Office In quick anCCUlion to aDy 
cbaage bere."] _ 

IN the briefest lea.der we have for a 10Dg time past 
sElen in the tr Ma.dras 'Mail" an ultimatum on 

behalf of U European opinion" is published in ita 
yesterda.y's iS811e whioh would doubtleu be widely 
reproduoed in the Indian Press. Perhaps, it is writteo 
so briefly and authoritatively as beooming a. proper 
ultima.tum in order tbat Renter's Agency in Madras 
may oa.ble it to England and tbe "Ma.il" evidently 
hopee tbat Mr. Montagn when he reads it win hold 
his breath In suspense and feel his extremities cold. 
If Mr. Montagu vnll be diverted from his plan of 
aotion by the prospect of hiS having to Jay down bit 
office, he must evidently oonsent to run his raoe with 
tbe millstone of the" European opinion" &8 set forth 
by the" Madras Ma.il "roond bis neck. He sbould 
bave preferred honorable obscurity to offioe onder 
suob conditions and we may leave .Mr. Montagn to 
take care of himself in the faoe of the formidable 
ohastisement beld ont to bim. Mr. Montagn most 
have oome ac1'08S far harder barrie1'8 thau tbe threat 
of an Anglo-Indian paper and if he bas not at aoy 
time allowed himself to be oowed down by suob an 
U imperial bonn del' " as Lord Cnrzon, be is SQl'ely not 
going to be thwarted ill his purposes by a cablegram 
from lIladras oonveying tbe /!ire cODseqneuoe to 
1 
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himself fore-shadowed by the t. Madraa Mail." Be 
will simply smiJe 6nd light aD't)thei= oigarette aod 
(oDjoy it all the more keenly for the" MaWs" ander­
taking to pay Mr:Yontagn in the same coin. 

Bnt we in India should Elbew ourl'lelves alive to the 
significanoe of tbis ultimatum. We must read ita 
aright And make no mistake as to wha* it refers to. 
It hal nothing to do with the Reform Sobemt>, bat it 
is wbolly concerned with the rumoured liberation of 
M:rI!!. Beaant and bt'r a8800iates from internment. 
It has been tbe common talk of the town for over 8. 

week now that Mr. Montaf(u E'uggested the relea8e as, 
a preliminary to his arrival in India and tha.t Lord 
Pentland offered to re8ign if he should be expeoted 
to comply with the suggestion. The talk suddenly 
ceased and now the 'Mail' leader show8 that the 
most critical tnomelJt has arrived. It is quite on the 
cards tbat lIfr. Montagu might have felt oompelled to 
indicate that he bad no option hut to r,,\uctantly 
accept Lord PentlanJi's resignation. Bat it cannot 
be bis resignation only; for tbe '.Mail' talks of 
.. men" on the spot; it writes of "chooRing between 
"Mr. Montagu and .men on tbe spot;" it seems likely 
therefore ~hat with Lord Pentland the membE'rs of 
bis Counoil everyone of whom is equally responsible 
fer .he present situation have signified their intention 
to resign with their Obief. If so, that is what shoDld 
be expected of a body of loyal oolleagues. The 
present Government of Madras, with ita love of 
aThiwary prooedltre and ita faith in artfioially oreated 
aeotional snpport, h~ beea long enough in power. 
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find has gathered too bitter ashes of its ,micy in t.he 
aliena.tion it has br011lrht about between ~he edncated 
community and itself &'1 eVidenced by numerOll8 
public proofs. It is time that it· retires and gives 
place to another polley to be carried ont by 
another Government. When the i!:,ternment is can­
celled, it will certainly enha.nce the prestige of Mr. 
Montagn but it must equally lower the prestige of the 
GlJvernor·in-Counoil of Madras. It would be unfair 
if the Governor alone is to resent it and lay down his 
omoe, seeing tha.t in so important a matter every 
member of his Conncll should have been a p'ilrty to 

it. And, if rumour is to be believed the Governor 
has been the best of the lot and wben he resignll 88 a 
protest, pnblic opinion I~ not hkely to view with 
t'steem the action of the Councillors who choose to 
stand behind. Vve bslieva they are all mor6 or less 
entitled to retire 01' at Bny rate go 00 long furlongh 
preparatory to retiremeot. There i8 nothing 80 

hljaltby for a new ft)".ling of co-o.peration to set in ae 
the replacement of flo Government; tha.t has steadily 
led to an impossiblfl Rittlo.tion by its o.ots of omis8ion 
and oommission. .. Europea.n 0plDlon" whatever it 
may Include will not be 011 the brink of a 08t8stropbe, 
simply because foor people who are weU entit1~d to 
rest after an arduol18 attempt at ~ood government 
are sncoeeded by four others. There is absolutely 
no raoial feeling now between Enropeans and 
Indians as snoh, Reeing that Mrs, Besant and Mr., 
Arllndale are 88 much" Earopean" all Lord PeDt­
Jand and Mr. GiIlOlan and Si",,-Alexander Oarde,,~ 
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_ad that Mr. Wadia is as mnch Indian as tb~ Indian 
member of Ooullcil. The preBent si<nation is abao­
lntely free from raoial animosity of Bny kind and iii 
is wholly due to tae political blunder of a 8ubordinate 
-Government. Its giving place to another President 
and Council will be no more tban what wonld take 
plaoe where every snbordinRte entity is responsible 
to a 8uperior. 

As regards Mr. Montsgu's resignation followiog in 
-qllick s0006ssion that of the Ma.dras Government, W8 

cannot very well see how the 'Mail' promises to 
bring it .. bont. Of course tbere a.re champions like 
SIT J. D. Rees who will jump to their feet to heokle 
the Secretary of State. But that does not mean 
that they oommand 80 majority on the floor of tbe 
Honse or that every member of the Honse will be 
shocked to hear that Mr. Montagu does not ohoose to 
surrender his respoDsibility iuto the handa of a 
provincial bureauoraoy. What else does " European 

. Qpinion" in Madras propose to do? Will all the 
European bosiotlB8·trien and the Civil Servioe rise to a 
man and qnit South Indi!lo, If Mr. Montagll 000-

tioues in office? In that oase Mr. Montagn may 
oonsider that he h'as done work enough for a deoade 
aDd that it is but fair that some one else should step 
into bis place. But until thell be know8 where to 
stay and neither the Cabinet nor the House will 
cOD8ider ~hat a cataclysm haa eet io with the reveraal 
-of the present policy and t,be retirement of the man 
re8ponsible for i~-(H,nt/u, 80th A.ug.) 
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VI.-' , Bu!" of the Population " 

(To atreng'ben this ultimatum. oe.blegraml w~ arraqed to be­
.. nt to the authoritiM In England, among them from" OoIIeerva'i .... 
Jlldlana- .1.0. Rao Bah.dor P. Tbeagar.y. Ob.tt.iy~. at President 
of the Bouth Indian People's AssociatioD, sell' one to 'he Premier 
atMIng thaI "the bulk of tbe population w .... nelther avme Bulen 
Dor followere of Mrs. Besant "_t tbe very momeot wbell .". 
Baant', relM" was uuder conllideracloo.] 

IN his counter-cablegram to the Secretary of State 
for India, Rao B~hadur P. Tbeagaraya Ohetty 

has thought it worth while to inform that faoction­
ar1 that the balk of tbe population in South Iudia. 
n are neither Home Rulers nor followers of M1'8. 
Bssant." Obviously, he hopes thereby to prevent 
the righting of a great wroog done to eubjects of the 
Orown, as loyal as himsslf, aod against wbom 
nothing but exeoutive displeasure Ca.n be alleged. 
The logic and philosophy of his position io seeking 
to render this public service are, of sucb a phenom­
enally clear-btladed charaoter that it is diffioult to 
reeist the temptation of trying to benefit by his oom­
~eodable performance. We may leave it to non­
Brabmana Hindus to S8.y how far Mr. Tneagaraya 
Ohetty represents their opinion in the cablegram 
he baa Bent; and p08sibly be does represent a 
mioro-microscopio section of Don-Brahmaua8; we 
do Dot qaeation it, and take it for granted. Bat the 
lIonesty of bringing in II the ba lit of the popalation J,. 

i. this oonDeotion is too questionable to "'1'1 pUled 
over in ind1l1gent silence. l~ a. truism of whioh 



BULl: 01' Tall POPULATION 

DO British politician need be informed that the bnlk 
of llbe popnlation are neither HtS'me Ralel's nor 
followere of Mrs. Beaant, nor for that the £Ollowel'l 
of aDY man in offioial authority or unoffioial loader­
.hip. They are what they hav6 baeD for centuries­
,. Cibe bulk of tbe populatioD." We who know a few 
things more aboot them cannot see the extraordinary 
intellectual feat of averring a faot as patent as that 
trees in India do not walk, but merely grow and 
decay where they grow and decay. Is tha.t .. 
political argament? and is that a justification for 
internment of any political leader or follower r The 
bulk of the pop Illation have hardly one full weal a 
day and strug~le from day dawn to day end liS though 
life is one nnending turmoil, as though existenoe is 
oue long drawn out privation and misery from 
cradle to grave. Their one fear is an ever present 
posaibility of sudden destitntion without any means 
of staving it off. Born in waoli and woe, they grow 
in ignoranoe aud apathy, live in ignoranoe, want 
and fear of want, guffer in silenoe, and die in misery 
with a load of horror as to what may beoome of 
those whom they leave behind as thfiir nearsst kith 
and kin .. Of politics, they only know how ba.rd it 
18 to have aoesss lio the fire-wood of the forest, the 
salt of the sea, the refreshing and strengthening juioy 
yield of the palws with which Nature baa blessed 
.eil' land of birth. Gnawing hanger is their one 
reality and destitution the moment the feet of the 
" bread " winnet' get oold their one oertainty.· What 
do they know of Home Rnle, of Mra. Bea&nt, or of 

R 
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one more famous than Mrs. Besant, of TheagBl'&ya 
{)hetliiar him8b~ What do they k.now of British 
Rule except through the emblems of authority aa 
represented by the detective force of the Police, the 
Abkari, Excise and Forest Departments r It is &D 
act of politioal sacrilege to flaunt in the faoe of 
authority the supposed opinion ot. the bulk of tbe 
population, nnmindful of the sanctity tha.t. attaches 
to grovelling poverty, abysma.l ignorance, perpetual 
hunger and iI-redeemable bondage to dirt alld 
diseasE'. Let us Dot, to a.ll our other infamies, add 
the infa.my of making the bulk of the populatioD .. 
faolior in our party politics. Let us not to all our 
other hypoorisies add the hypocrisy of using them 
as a clientele to our political wares-if one oan do 
nothing to their reHef. Hypocrisy is a strong 'Word, 
but what other word can we use when we find that 
Mr. Thtlagaraya. Chettiar can ~ask for • Fiscal AutoD­
omy" without a thought as to the balk of the. 
population wanting it or not, knowing it or nob, bot 
bis beiog staggered by the opinion of the bulk of the 
popula.tion I\~ to H.>ma Rula or the release of Mrs. 
Besant and hE'r associatE's? If he knows that Fiscal 
A.utonomy necessarily means Rome Hule; in some 
shape or other, that it is the essence of Home Rule, that 
in fdoct Home Rille is 1\ machinery and Fiscal Antonomy 
its product, if he knows this mach and if he can take 
upon himself to make a demand for the produot, is 
it an inexpiable sin to 8sk for the machinery that 
brings it into existence, 8S a. tangible, E'xrl'Clsable 
right? And if in aaking £01' thA essence, the balk 
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.of the popula.tion is conveniently.,)orgott.en. what 
tlboald it be but a righ~ move when the demand is 
made for the kernel that oontaios ~he eS88nce? II it 
or is it not hypocrisy, if it is not to be exoused 00 

the ground of density of understaudiog r 
A grosser wrong is, however, the purpose for which 

he has tlloken the name of the poor in vain. It will 
.not matter in the least 1£ he IIhould C( support the 
1>01icy and anthority of the Govllrnmenli" and 
u unqualifiedly repadi!4te" the 8t1ntimttote oontained 
in Sir Snbramanya Iyer's uable as his owo individual 
opinion i but in requiring the back of the bulk of the 
PoPDla.tion for suoh a. purpose, he iii pl1tting it for a 
very vile use indeed. Do the bulk of the population 
want that all tbose who are Homtl Rulers should be 
kept in oonfinement and that those who are 80 oonfined 
shoDld not be released to the doomsday f For himeelf 
be may ask for all Courtll of J ustioe to be abolished to­
morrow, he may urge the abrogation of ~he Penal, 

'and Procednre Codes, I!ona of the Law of Evidenoe. 
He may say in effeot, If we are here to be governed, 
govern 88 yon please "-furgettiag that in ,. moment 
of tempo~ary aberration he asbd for ,t Fisoal A.uton­
omy" once upon a time and that "once upon II Dot 
very long ago. Bat bow ca.n he, 00 behalf of th~ 
bulk of'. the populatioD, make the grotesque damand 
that men and women may be. oonfined without 
trial, that anybody however gifted or deficient, 
may be reduced to the condition of <t vegelisble II 
existenoe-of growing and deoaying without work 
-without work, ,acred to one'a own heart? 
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Let him have '-A. wniatnre 8886mb), of the bulk: 
of the population sDd put it to them whether 
without any inquiry a ·person may be asked to leave. 
place snd give up ~is work that bringe him his wage 
snd his mental and moral satisfaction, let him pot 
this and if he -gete half-a-dozen of this sample of the 
bulk to side with him, tben it will be-time for him to 
presume upon the knowledge of the bulk. For arbit­
rarily depriving liberty. to appeal to the 'peo·ple' or 
the children of the soil, for support is to appeal to 
them to blind their eyes with their own bands. Still, 
suob is party fervour and party audaoity that Mr. 
Chettiar does not tind anything uncommon in his 
cablegram whioh he sent in the name of the Sooth 
Indian Peoples' Assooiation. Did be oonven~ a 
formal meeting 8nd get its vote before be took suoh 
an egregious step? As regards Congress Committees 
and Home Rule League bodies, no slloh vote is nece!!· 
sary in the face of numberless resolutions pa88ed by 
these bodies. Is there one suob E.esolution about the' 
internment that the South Indian Peoples' Aaaooiation 
has passed f If not how can he presume to send such 
a cable? Again is the South India.n Peoples' ABSO­
.ciatiom a representative body of the balk of the 
population r 18 it not a limited liability ooncern~ 
bound to publish balance sheets of profit and lOBI, 
ana &s suoh can the political opinions of s11ch a body 
be presoUled without a formal discussion and vote? I 
do not mean to say that a registered company oannot 
bave political viewB. But its views must be arrived 
at as formal ResolutioDs of fOJIIDal meetings and it. 
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-cannot be ran a8 the private organizatiQtl of ODe of 
its oflice bearers. If MI'. Chettiar.h-u oa.bled aflier a 
vote of the Aasooiation, let as have the prooeediore of 
the meeting 80. that as a part of the bnlk of the 
population we may know wbat really took place at; 
that meeting. If not, it is plain f;hat the Association 
is al80 nsed as tbollgh it were the voioeless balk. 

The time is gone by when British politicians can be 
hoodwinked even by those who can tnake np their 
minds to speak on behalf of the balk of the popula­
tion in India. Bllt, even if there were a possibility of 
saccess in that direction, we who Bre of the same 
country as the Seoretary of the South Indian Peoples' 
..Association, we know that it ought not to lift witb him 
to barter away onr primary rights of personal liberty, 
and of freedom of legitimate oriticism and political 
work, 1n oar Dame, or in the name of any section of 
the populatioD, without a definite ml\Dd"te therefor 
-from that seotioD. Home Rale aad Fiscal Aatonomy 
.are controvertible demands, a oertain latitnde of 
-represeotative exptession is legitimate 8nd perm is. 
-eible in such controversies. Bot 6S regards Onr right 
to breathe what a.ir we choose, thel'6 can be DO COD­

troversy-.... unless when a man or a woman iii! to be 
deprived of that liberty by 8 Court of Justice-the 
emblem not of earthly power bat of the .-eftection of 

-God's shadow upon earth. Not until by a J adicial 
tribullal is one's freedom deprived, should it be open 
to Government to interfere with a British 8Dbjeot'a 
ireedom. However, they take the consequence of 
.their actiOIl when a Government 80 interfere. Bat;. 
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how OD earth, caD a man who oaU. himself the­
Seoretaryof a P~pl68' AellooiatioD, how on earth oao 
be 8sk that peopJe should be kept in incaroera.tion 
without trial, altbongb 88 reoently ebewD, a maD may 
be driven to oommit suicide in internment? Whoever­
aeks whetber tbat ma.rtyr to fre(>dom was " Brahman 
or ooo·BrA.bman? He WBS a Britisb ... ubjerst and he-­
hanged himself, but he only lent his hands for the 
barrowing deed. Whose heart was it that, led him to 
it ? Will the Seoretary of the Peoples' Association 
tell UB whose heart it was and whether tbe heart of 
his Aseoclation is in his de~d, whether bis cablegram 
is 8 Papal Writ of Absolution far the se}f.slsugbtet 
that he had to go through? If it, were EIO, a Peoples" 
Assooiation cannot bllt be a cloak, but t,oo good a 
cloak for so base an office' The order of internment 
may not r~8Cb s€tveral of UFI; not even if a Nero shoulli 
become tbe rul~r of a. country oan it felloh many, 
But it may reach anyone of us at any moment. 
Plague and Cbolera do not attack every body in a 
town bowever infected; but Banita.~y precautions are 
taken. A cobra can bite but one person at a time, 
hut everyone of us believes that tbat one pereon may 
be anyone of De. Rflpreesion need not reach and' 
8cotcb all thoBe who are now carrying on their bueinel!l8 
.. Dsual. But there f8 no"Bafety in such a. conditiotl~ 
And it is the perpetuation of suoh 8 state tbat the­
Seoreta.ry of a Peoples' Association" speaking on 
beba.lf of the bulk of tbe population, has asked for. 
Poor bulk, we know where they are. But tbe PeOples'! 
Association-is that body going I '10 ~ke & rope fo~ 
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more persons in internment to bang t~emaelves with,. 
or for otbers to commit .. mor,,1 and intelleotnal 
upbysial Whether 811181'611'(')" is to be vouchsafed 
or Dot, tbe qaetltion oannot bot be put.-(Bindtt, 
J1th Sept.) 

VII-The Policy without a 
Godfather 

[., a mee\ibg of thelmperbll IAp:ialative CoUJIell on 6th September, 
.. a r .. oh of tbe /lOrr .. pondeaoe between the 8eoretalJ' of State 
aDd tbe Gove fllmen' of IDdia, liD allnouncement was made intlmat­
Int tbe early cancella\lon of the orders of int.ernm~nt.l 

ON t.he principle that IIll's well t.hat ends well, 1I'e 
a.re pr epared to wtllcome t.he change in the 

repressive po lioy that has betlD 11I the asoendant for 
HOme months now· It is an interesting and a singu­
larly instruotive episodtl that has now ~ome to an end, 

. and if one cares to set down its ohronology, it is not 
for marring t.he felioitations doe to the Government 
of India bat for Iknowiog how we bave to adapt 
ourselves to tb~ ways of an Earthly Providence. 
Wbat par~ the S~rrender of Kat has played in this 
drama will not be known outside a seleot few. f 
mean by the surrencier of Knt the failure in Meso­
potamia whioh led to th~ appointment of the 
MeaopotaooUi.D Commission and which again led to the 
inatalment of Mr. Montagu in tbe India Office. 

We ahall be~in with the admission of the Govern­
ment of India that. they did 188ue & Ciroular about. the 
Rome Rule movemeuf.. They are not prepared with • 
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equal candoDr ~ to ptace before the people &he fier .... 
of that Circular. . Aonording to the law (,f evideDae 
.. enacted by the Government of India itaelf, whea 
a document ia Dot produoed, the inierenoe ia that, if 
produoed, it would prejudioe the pa.r'y wilhholding 
it. But we shall willingly forbea.r from drawingsDob 
a narrow inference. The Circular was aU for pobJio 
good, and the Government of lQ,dia's refusal to 
publish it is blso for public good. I admit this might 
be their bona jide belief, although other people may 
thiok otherwise. We assume, however, that thia 
Circuillor was not intended to be read and forgotten 
by the Local Governments. Sir Willia.m ViDcent 
himself stated that it was for U asking them to 
t90ke any aotion or adopt partioular attitnd., to­
wards the movement. for Self·Government witbin 
the Empire or Home Rule." I have pnt Sir William 
Vincent's words within quotation marb, lest tbere be 
any misapprehension. Tha Circnlar was issnfld i. 
Maroh or about that time. and every inoident of any 
importanoe in oonnection with the'\-epressive polioy of 
the Looal Governments has been subsequent to Mal'oh. 
And looking to the suooessive steps taken b:r tbe Local 
Governmenta, can the inferenoe be reaiatEiCi that all 
these actions of Local Governments were the outoome 
of that Circular? The GoverD ment of Iodia say in tIC) 

many words: It It was true that a Ciroular was issued 
by tbe Government of India to Looal Governments and 
administrations in last Mal'oh or aboub that time, to 
take any aotion or adopt partioular att.itude towal'C1e 
the movement for Self·GOV8l'Ument withiD the Bt:apil'8 
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-or Home Role "-.nd we keow too well Cf t.h. 
action It and U the attitude" of the 'L~ Governmeot 
siDce March or about that time. Under tb.., 
oircumatanC8s 1988 it neoeesary for Sir William 
Vinoent to add that the Government were noli 
prepa.red to Jay the Oiroola.r on the table? It hal 
been lying on .. the table II from about that time Iln*i1 

almost yesterdaY-1D the &otion and the attitude of tb. 
Local Governments towards Self·Government wltbin 
the Empire or Home Rule I So far 8.8 we in Ma.draa 
are conoerned we &n(\w that abollt Ma.roh, the new 
daily in Madras, Justice, W&II .arted and that 4IIn .... 
liions onder an erroneous impresSion were put in the 
Coonoil as t~ wbetber the Governmttnt gave a.DY 
material a.ssisE8.noe to that paper. Suoh a. journa.l from 
its very inoeption went on aocusing tbe Government 
of" dropping the stlok when tbey ea.w the oobra," tbe 
cobra meaning, of ooorse, Mrs. Besant. AooD8&tion is 
the best form of enoonragement, is thfl best way of 

. goading to &otion, and Justice picked up the stick 
tor tbe Governme.'t and wanted "a.otion." Mean­
whde wheu M..y oame, Lord Pentland a.leo foond the 
need, witholl4r"&ny previous provocation whatever, to 
go into tile questIOn of Self-GoV'Srnment within the 
-Empire j a.nd adjuring us to put out of thougbt 
a.ll suoh a.mbition6, be asked for poblio sopport in 
IOlDe dra.stio aot.ion he might ba.ve to take. The 
connection between the Olroolar and the waraiDg 
speecb muat strike mallY as oaule aDd resolt--while 
the aoeuaation of dropping the stiok oantlot be for. 

,gotteo when the atiok came to be applied lOOn after 
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the warning. tn Bombay, Bengal and the Centra) 
Provinces there were equally entertaining indioations­
of the ontoome of the Oircular, so far as we can 
judge by chronology. Bot let me (1onfioEl myself to· 
MadrBs. After the internment and the externment, 
the Madras Government was getting resolote and 
nnfailing backipg up from Justice-as evidenoe 
of It Indian" opinion. They were Mltisfied with this, 
and they might have continued to be satisfied with­
this and the Zemindari Manifesto. The Seoretary 
of the South Indian People's Association, which 
publishes JU8tice, so .. te as September Let, oabled_ 
to the Seoretary ot State upholding the aotion 
of the Madras Government as regar~ Mrs. Basant. 
So, the Madras Government have got still that support 
with whioh they began. They had it in advanOt',even 
before they ordered the internment and they have ib 
now when their a,ctioo i!! threatened to be upset ac­
cording to the Mail. The Circular of the Government 
of India has not bpen withdrawn to the knowledge· 
of the public, Mr. Montagu bas n),t at all intt>rfered. 
The Ciroular was issued about M8.fch; the local 
wheels began to move and reached ?ne '6ta~e in May 
aDd another in June; und now in Stlptember the 
wheels are requirf'd to go back-the personnel of 
the Government of India remaining the same and 
the opinion of Justice and the Mail and the 
Zemindars remaining the same. The only qoestiou is 
whether they have ascertained that Mra. Besant has 
ohanged her opinious or is now willing to give any 
aeSUranDe ,.'hioh she refllsed to give in JaDe. If this 
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Jut supposition has 01111' to be made to be dismissed, 
then we come back to the perplexing· .qUestiOD wby 
the Government of India sbould reoommend now the 
canoellation of an -order tbat 8eems 80 plainly an out. 
oome of their own Circnlar? Is this the way the polioy 
of a Local Government in a.n important matter i8 to be 
oontrolled by the Government of India? What i8 the 
ahare of responsibility of tbe Madras Government in 
the polioy they pursued? If it is only that of aotiDg 
on the Jine8 of, or in oon80nanoe with, the Oireolar of 
the Government of India, why 8hould the Madraa 
Mail in 80 dictatorial a mann~l' as to oonvey that it 
lias the sUPllort of m;n on the spot spoken of tbeir 
impending resignation r On the other hand, if 
the responsibility W8S the Madras Government's 
ooly, 'wbere was the Government of India when 
Lord Pentland delivered bis speeoh and issued the 
order of internment subspqaent.ly? And more tba.n 
all, what beoomes of tbe 01roular in that oase? If 
it was a matter of co-operation between tbe Pro­
vincial and the S~reme Governments-then what 
ha8 ocourred tlj'w to oanse a divergence between 
the views of t,V"two bodies f' Failing all theee and 
putting l\!i'J.. Monta.~n ont of ooneidf'rp,tion, sinoe 
there is no way of accounting for the obangl'l, it jill 
conolusive tha.t the episode is withoot a reoo~. 

oieabIe godfather. If the Anglo-Indian Press wilt, 
nudy the ways of the Government and offer discri· 
minating oriticiem, it will do more good to the oanse 
of the Bureauoracy than it can do by 8. policy of 
blind and nnthiDking nll.vil or support. Now at least, 
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it can see how .cfnlfounded are BOme of ifa 
ways aDd w1th. what little benefit to &ny part, 
<'onoerned. The Circular of the Govern_ent of 
India fights shy of public light, but chronology eata­
blishes its character beyoud rational doubt j uOD.Brah· 
mana split bas come and almosli closed-like & pebble' 
that divides particles of lihe same water; and the 
pebble has gone Iio the bottom. T.u il1liernmeut baa 
dODe more work for Home Rule thau Mr8. Basan" • 

. tireless endeavours; aud, after all, the repressive 
policy that it implied is to be reversed, and in its plao& 
haa been iostalled an irrevooable enunciation of the 
goal of progress. We all of us here art) the same 'M 
-eV8l' before, the drama.ti8 psrson83. of this plot of the 
season-the trivillJ ohauge on acoount of the Mesopo­
tamian failure is Mithar here oor tbere-B.nd Wtl owe 
both the initiation Bud reversal of this polioy alike to 
men on the spot I-(Oommonwsa.l, 5th Ootober. 

The Circular aDd what followed.} 
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(n.. pollel th., b .. belli traced &0 the eIId hu a lal1ao, at I. 
backgrolUld. It Is thai 'Ule Bureauoraoy bowl aU that I. neoenal'1 
aDd \ba'it I. doing all tha' II necellAr, for IlIdlll.'. good &0 which­
Lord PeIIUend gave uprenloD ill bi. lpeeoh 0I1114U1 Ma,..] 

IN bis speeoh at Ootaoamnnd wbioh bas now become 
memorAble, Lord Pentland has perpetrated a poli. 

tioal wittioism of wbioh it is hard t.o believe he was 
Dot fl1l1y oOD8Oion8. RiR Exoeolleooy has been here 
for five years now, and if be had utiliBed his oppor­
tunities to study tbe machior,ry of the Government 
ov'er which he was presiding he- wonld not have 
reconoiled himself to a statement which makes any 
knowing man laugh in disma.y. Speaking of Self. 
Government for India 8.S an ideal to be slowly and 
gradually realised, he said: .. Consoiously or unoon­
sciously, all of n8 who bave the honour of taking aDY 
part in the government of any portion of India are 
working for aDd accelerating tbe approaoh towards 
that idE'al, howev distant it may be." I n the 
history 0' politi progress the oomplaoenoy of those 
in power has n the one featnre as amu9ing 8.8 it is 
painful to contemplate. There never hae been as 
yet a politioal revolation in which official OOtli· 

placenoy, ap till tbe last moment, has not bad a 
notable share in bringing it aboat. The latest 
example is that of the Ra88ian Revolation. The 
wife of the ex·Tsl\r is reported to have said bot a 
month before the Revolution, speaking to a friend of 
hera wbo vento red to warn ber of the approaching 
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danger: " W 8 have 'b&tJB here for tweDty yea1'8 and 
we know the peoplt'J l\lve ll::l." Did O<!1i in England 
King Obarles believe that if he went to !ille Rouse of 
'Commons and obtain posseBsion at the ringleader., 
" the birds" 80S he called them, he might rule tbe. 
country withollt opposition as be pleased? His oom­
pb,oenoy took the form of a belief tbat discontent 
against his rille was the result "'15f the opposition 
roosed by an a.rrogant aod disloyal few. The oom­
placency of the Tsar was of a slightly different kind· 
He believed that he was doing for R088ia evorything 
tbat oooid be exp.eot.<,d of a progressive mooaroh. I~ 
Franoe the representatives of the ancien f'e'gims 
devoutly believed that the people were only lit to be 
roled as they were. ·What, aga.in, IS the Amerioan 
War of Independence bllt a history of politica.l com­
plaoency pitted against a politioal realitY-lf whose 
existenoe those in power did not wish even to be 
properly informed? WeU, Lord Pentland is not. 
a youngster not to koow the significance of these 
great historical verities. He m~'" believe that the 
'Government in India is all that iii 8~llld be for the 
present, bllt when he believes th,is 'h. ~he face of 
overwhelming testilllollY to the oontrary, his belief is 
DO more thaD complaoency. Ruling Ohiefs, like the 
Maharaja. of Alwal' and the Maharaje. of Bike.nir, ex­
Dewans and Jadges like Mr, V. P. Ma.dh~"9'a RIIoQ aud 
Sir Sllbrahmaniem, representatives of the middle and 
lower middle 0Ia8,,(>s all over the QOllntry have in 
unmistakable terms warned responsible authorities 
-here and eJaewhel'\;l I;hat the oh,raoter ot tbe Govern-
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ment in India must undergo a. radio.1 ohange, and 
that there should inevitably be a transfer of power 
from a few offioials to the .repreaentativee of the 
people. 

In tbe face of these indications, Lord Pentlaod 
feels so supremely satisfied with what the offioia.ls are 
.(ioing for tbe country to t"quip it for Self-Government' 
at a future datp, that he wants to arrest by repressive 
adion popular att.eropts to hBl!ten the day of that 
Teform. But what grounds bas be to advance in 
support of his aS~llmption that the Goverument ia 
doing preoisely what t,he people w8ot-the only 

. differpnoe bf!ing in the rate of p;ogress ? We shall 
take the system of the exodus-the system whioh 
deposits the Government of the Province on a hill-top 
for over balf the time of the year, even during laoh 
phenomenal t,imes 8.S r,hese. What have the offioials, 
including L')rd P,mtlsnd, done to terminate an 
administrative scandal of t,his kind? When oan it 
be done aw~y with 80 long 11.8 we depend upon 
offioials to do aw,? with it ? We shaH take ag ... in the 
.Krant of oompf)6sation 8110wII.ooe for lack of promo­
»ton to tha~bel's of the Civil Service. Row can 
we hope for the eradication of 8UC1 ex.travagant in­
dulgences, unles8 the Civil Service is brought under 
the more wbolesome control of a L"'g1s1atord that 
will govern in the people's intereBts f We shall 
take, a.gain, military reforms iu India. Whatever 
British stQtpsIDen may have Baid in appreciation of 
Indian valour in England, how did the autboritiM 
bere constitute thf> "ew Defeooe Force, at a tim .. 
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when old distillotioDII ,ougbt t.o bava he"ll oheerfully­
tbl'own into the melting pot? Iii is a temporary­
Foroe for libe doration of tbe War, aod in cobstitot­
ing it, wby shoold they have preserved the 001011'1"' 

bar between the IndiaD and European sectioDS of the 
Force f Further, at a time when tbe right of volun­
teering could have been with the happiest of resolts 
t.hrown open to educated India.n~wby Rhould it 
have been abolished altogether? What, again, of the 
Public Servioes Oommission's Report-which has 
become obsolete in most respects, 8nd whioh has 
oeverthelese been issued 88 a foreoast of wbat J ndja 
may expeot after t'he War in administrative matters: 
Even coming down to 80 trivial a matter 8S tbe grant 
of one more Oollectorship to Indian!!, wbere is th& 
grace, not to speak of justice, of equalising the 
number of openings by appointing a oivilian to • 
plaoe beld all along most oreditably by suocessive 
Indians? Look, too, at tl:e fll.oile way in whicb 
Exeoutive Council memberships have been made t? 

subserve the policy of official ab8~Ption; look at the 
way in which Judges and Coun' members have 
been allowed to change plaoes, BSppl thereby in­
dividual independence and restricting th;;- ohances of 
DOD-afficials, promoting stagnation instead of keeping 
up a free inflow of.. fresh non-offioial element into 
official cbannels. Look at the licenoe pel'mittE>d to 
some of the journals wbiob fa.vour the policy of the 
Government, and which most nnblushingly stoop to 
fomenting class hatred, persisting in a campaign of 
ealomny against entire communities. 
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Notwithstanding all these fa$!, Lo~ Pentland is 
oomplaoent enough to take oredit for w~at the 
Government is doing, and is indignant that t1ae­
people should be disoontented so far as to make 
tbeir own demands. We know what we oan ge~ 
witb the bslp of the Bareanoraoy. It can to-morrow 
traD!~form thE' faoe of the coantry I1S thongh a magi­
oian's wand had done it. Cannot the officialdom in a 

. British Province do more than what an nnselfish and 
patriotio Dewan like that of Mysore oan do for the 
people of that State? Bat the Bureanoraoy is not 
going to do it, simply will not do it. We have 
therefore to appeal over its bead to the British 
Nation and 001' Sovereign, the King-Emperor. Lord 
Pentland wants us to desist from tbis appeal, because 
be, in his political complacency, feels that the Govern­
ment are doing all that is necessary and that we are 
hng~ing agitation for the sake of agitation. No. On 
die other hand, His Excellency has failed to under­
~nd even the rodiments of Indian politics, jnd~ing 
from bis speech; and iu any case in abont ten weeks" 
time his interestfo India will become a faint and 
feeble m'3morJ, but for tbe sp~lI of mallic grandeur 
that ElurrotiDded 'him in the East. What. reforms 
India may get after the War will become a matter or 
indifference to bim, 88 it hss beeome to thonsllnde 
who have enjoyed power and prestige, and beoome­
rich in bank balances and badges Bnd decorations. 
Political complacenoy is anxious to perpetuate floch 
.oondition of things, and he bas discharged the duty 
he owes to the clas8 to which he belongs. Bat the-

• 
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people of Iodia .have to depend upon themselves for 
their present and .future, and oauno, dOM to be 
equl1y ~omplaoent. (CommonweaZ, 15th June.) 

IX-" We have come to atay I' 

[Ano\ber falliloy tbat prompts. re.actlon~ polio,. inlndi. ia~ 
belief that in .. king for effective coll\rol over the Rxeoutive, \be 
progrea.\ve party deeire the withdrawal of Bdtilh ofticial aDd 
unofficial agencies from tbe couDtry. Mr. Beatson Bell, tJeDtor 
member of the BeDgal Executive OouDoll. tD giViDg eltpreealon &0 
tbla bellef gave It 8. standlDg whiob it bad lacked in reoeDt ,un.] 

ON the same day, by a mere acoident, that the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of thll Pllnjab was making the 

Supreme Legislative Counoil his forum for a general 
impeaohment of the people of Iodia outaide the limite 
of the Ponjab, the Senior Member of the Bengal Exe­
outive Council was harping upon another string a note 
that was at any rate pleasanter to bear. If it we.:.e no 
more than merely pleasanter, we need make DO special 
mention of it. Its value however e"onld DOt be m. 
judged, beoause it laoked tbe vl.'lhe~ence of the 
Lieutenant-Goveruor'a dithyrambic 'Composition. MI'. 
Beatson Bell, unlike Sir Miohael, was quite within biB 
rights, did oot trespass npon anybody's time or 
patience or infringe the rules of the Agenda, and had 
the honourable caudour '0 state in a direct way what 
lies a.t the core of the preaent sitqation. Notwi". 
standing all these agreeable aspects of his speech, .e 
-ougbt not, as I B&id, to misjlldge ita nature. h reveMa 
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1;0 118 in a subtle way tho reeol.,o of ~ 01Y11 Service 
·to be "bAt they have been in India and to kaep India 
.. it baa been all along. He d088 not attempt to bide 
thiB erncial faot and he wanta the people of India to 
take note of it. To 80 oritic who joins iBane with ns 
on Bnoh lines, we are bonnd to be eql1a.lIy pleasant 
and candid, Ilnd if in result any agreement of aim. 
oao be arrived at the trust and candollr on both Bides 
woold not have been in vain. 

With Mr. Bell's propoeition that the British have 
come to stay we ha\"'6 no quarrel, and nobody baa 

. proposed that they should be shipped back to Eng­
land. Let them stay &8 long as they please and go 
back when they please, let them build churohes and 
by their side ohapels also, let them oonstrllct sobools 
a.nd seminariel!l, and more orphanages as well; let 
them raise factories and mills, and grow tea, ooffee 
and rubber. Lot them be eligible to man the publio 
service and grow rich in commeroe a.nd tra.de. Wbioh 

. respouslble man has !:laid that any of these opportu­
nities shonld be /denied to them 7 The catholioity 
of Indiaos is l!lrib that even if Frenohmen shonld 
aspire to a.JJ thos? opportunities we shonld not deny 
them. Aa a matter of fa.ot, against Germa.n I!Ingar and 
dyes wbiob have orippled and killed our resoarces. 
against French, Itahan and Jllpanese silk, whall 

_protest have we raised sach 1101 the manly Oanadian 
wonld have done P Bave Dot Germans and Amer;" 
0808 been employed in onr l'ublic Servicea? No 
man in India has asked for the repatriation of an1 
of the races of the world-oot simplJ nnder tb.6 
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benign British l1u1e, b.nt even nnder the immediate· 
IOvereignty of Sbivaji a.nd his snccessors or the 
dilltant suzerainty of Aurangazeb and bis descendants. 
Nay, from the time that the Portuguese came to 
India, there has been no racial antipathy against 
Europe. Before Europe knew what it was to.tolerate 
foreigners we had taught them here how to respect 
tbe immigrants of another continenf:'" We gave them 
protection of person and property, we gave them 
sites and ma.terials, not simply for their factori'Ell! and 
settlements but for their churches and sohools also. 
Rather bad they not bllilt churches We wonld have 
looked down upon them, had they no saviour of their 
own, we would have given them one of our own. To 
DS unlikely as in the case' of European races 
at no time in Olll history has the question of national, 
religions or raoial assimilation seemed of the slightest 
importanoe. Rather, ODrs bas been the ideal that 
each stock must progress in its own way and Dot be 
merged or lost in another stock. Not fusioD, which. 
in mallY oases spells confusion and destroys identity, 
but self-development and Belf-realiz~ioD which pre­
serves it and strives for perfection retaining that 

"-
ident.ity, bas been our call as a race~ and has been 
at the bottom of all our conscious efforts in the sphere 
of nation-building and racial co-ordination. To a 
people with such a history, Mr. Beatson Bell's refrain 
Ie we have come to stay" causes only a smile and a 
good humoured nod of the head. Was he then in a 
vacuous state of mind when be repeatedly awore as it 
were If we have come to stay"?) Were India a 

{, 
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-.country of comic opera songs, the rhythmio pro teeta­
tiOD of M.I'. Beatson Bell will beoome the favourite 
tteDl!lY of theatre:goe1'S, and will be spontaneoualy 
eohoed to the roof. Were one inclined to parody 
bim one cannot Gnd a more saitable refrain than he 
bas hit apon. But at a time of serious pre-ooou­
p.tions like this, it behoves as not to betray any 
propensity towards th~ oomic side of things, however 
tempting, and to confine ourselves to an examination 
of the issoes that have prompted so amosing a state­
ment from so seda.te 8 quarter. 

. . Mr. Be&.tson Bell's verdiot on the sohemes of poli­
tica.l reoonstruotion that are now disou'I'Ied is that 
.u they all seem to be or nearly all of them false and 
oat of drawing. beoauSfl they ignored thi'! simple fact 
that the British have come to stay." R~al1y, have 
'We ignored the faot ?-rather, is it not. beoanse of 
-oar realising it too well that we have h"d to pro­
ponnd schemes of reconstruotion? Indian politios 

. will become much simpler if we failed to recognise 
that the Bribish have come to stay, although it might 
thereby beoome romantic and perhaps fruitless also. 
We recognised this fact, I mean by we our 
ancestors, recognised this fact much more clearly and 
delibera.tely than Mr. Beatson Bell's forebears. That; 
is the reason wby their desoendants are staying here 
now, What then of'these schemes of reconstruotion 
asks Mr. BeatsoD Bdll. They a.re all meant to enable 
them to stay, not as they have stayed till now, bu' 
as the chaoged conditions wonld permit. Let Hr. 
lBell brush np his Inttian HistorY'. A.nv school book. 
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will do. 1 shan BIlk him a couple of questions to­
obtain his 888ent to my statement. My &.rst demand 
is to know if 'Mr. Beateon Ben is staying now sa the 
generation of Anglo.Indians of Sir Oharles Elliott's 
time stayed? If they do so now, Mr. Beateon Ban 
instead of being the Senior Yem ber of the Benga} 
ESt>cutive Council would be tbe Li~enaDt·Governor 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. What a change if DOt­

a fall from such a status to the present positiont 
There is DO chance again, as long as Bl'itish Rule 
continues in India, of a member of the Civil Servioe 
wielding the sceptre of the historic Jaghir of Olive.' 
If we go back again upon a longer stretch of time to 
gain a clearer perspective and visualise the soheme 
of things as they stood when Warren Hastings was 
Governor-General of Bengal, were the British in 
I ndia staying at the close of Lord William Bentinck'& 
tenure 8S Governor-Gpneral of India as they did at 
the time when Hastings and Francis were trying 
to keep ea.ch other at bay? The Nandkumar o( 
contemporary history with Hastings gives plaoe to 
Raja Ram Mohun Roy of Rentinck's period. The­
Regulating Aot gets behind tbe ·Charter Act of 
1833. Not {profit by monopoly bllt the abolition of 
monopoly was the topio of State polioy. The British­
had stayed from the time of the Surat Factory and 
tbrough tbe intervening period when t:he Fonnder of 
British India. bad to faee tbe threat of passive resiet­
an08 of the Company's servants when he had to do 
aW8Y with their system of private monopol,.. What. 
alJe Civil Service threatened t:io do an hour befo ... 
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acoordin, to the It Madras Mail': tlieir predeoeeaOl'l 
$breMeDed to do at the- very time when a born ruler 
among men rea\illing hie responsibilities to the laud 
of his adoption tried to do jU8tioe ""W8eD ita nati.,.. 
and the Dativeg of his own cOl1ntry when Britilh terri­
tory W88 no more than a vilible patch On the Map of 
India. Tbat epilode of Clive and the matinonl servana 
of the Company will bave to be remembered whenev8!" 
we hear of those who bear the whiteman's borden 
casting it off. FrOID Bentinck's time IiO the period 
of Ripon's Vioeroyalty, the British stayed in India-

- but found that tbe oountry had changed 88 the re­
anlt of Bentinok's policy of western eduoation in an 
eastern oountry and of the boon of a free preas that 
he had oonferred on the oountry. A oonloiol1Sn688 of 
Political Identity onder British Rule had definitely 
come into existenoe duril'lg Lytton's time whiob 
Macaulay and Bentinok antioipated 88 lurely aa '" 
ohemist does a preoipitate. The Britilh ltayed 

. throughout this period. From the period of Lora 
Duiferin to the days of Lord Carzon tbe Britilh 
have contiuued their stay. Bot Lord Dafferin'. 
Legisla.ti Vp Cotl'ooil was not Lord Our100u's. N.y, 
even Lord Elgin's was not. Pherozeshah Mehta 
faoing Lord Elgin and his Ll\w and Home Members 
said that they were mistaken in looking for perpetual 
hallelujahs from the critios of Government. It was 
a gong the Bound of whiob they had Dot heard in 
this country. It was ominous, but tbey kept dis­
oreetly silent and knew that their SQcoeuors wonld 
have to stay undet different conditions. Lord {(Dr-



STORY or A BLUNDIB 

zoo who came as ~ord' Elgin's suocessor had to know 
that India W&8 not a country of plafftic princes and 
bowed down' coolies, bat, that between these two sec­
tions there wa.s 80 vaat multitude of i~mense capaoity • 
.()ohe&ioo and initiative. The Anglo-Indian Press had to 
own tha.t a brilliant youngster, the chela and 
protagonist of the sagacious RlWUlde had beaten 
tbe Government of Lord Oarzon bollow as a critio of 
its finances. The British who bad corne to stl1Y were 
staying throughout. The conditions had once again 
to change. SlDoe the Morlay so heme took eff~ot have 
they btleD staying as they did under L')rd Ol1rZoll? 
What reaolutioo bad he to aooept or rejeot, wl.ereaa 
Lord Ohelmsford by a day's abs900e from his Oounoll 
has to feel behind the tiDIes now. If the prf;\sent 
Vioeroy who is now sta.yiog in India stays under coo· 
ditious different to thoBe under whioh Lord Curzon 
stayed, why should oot Mr. B->atson Bell's suocessors 
-stay under still more different conditions? Perhaps 
Mr. Beatson Bell's son may be a member of th" 
8apreme Executive Council with an Indian 8S 

Governor-General and President. Those who come 
to stay are welcome to stay, but they OI.nnot expect 
the present oonditions to stay also; these must cbange 
as oonditions have obanged from the time of H8stinga 
and Impey up till now. 

The wbole qllestion is, beoause the British have 
()ome to stay, is the oountry to be at standstill f If 
not, why put forth aa a formidable obstacle the fact 
tbat nobody disputes that the British will b.ve to 
stay here? If yOI1 mean therehr that the oonditioD8 
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-most be Ohawled so as to make'it \Vortn while for the 
British to stay, yoa imply that Iodia mast be governed 
to the benefh or, British sojourners and not in the 
interests of its native millil)ns, a statement againlli 
whioh British sovereigns and statesmen have solemnl, 

"pledged their faith. The most vital facL t.hat Mr • 
.Beatson Bell ignores ill that from the very beginning. 
of Brit-ish settlements in India, it is not only a seotion 
of the British people that came t.o India at sucoessive 
periodlil, bnt that Rhog with them certain prinoiples 
of Government also Cdme with them aud that these 
·have oome tostay ali! well. Whether the desoenda.nta 
of those who implanted these prinoiples SLa.y or go, 
they ha.ve taken root in the soil and not until 
British connection ceases C!l.n they be uprooted. 
If the British in India shonld try to imperil 
them, the British at H 1me will not permit 80 

dangerous a sacriltlge knowing, that there is .. 
moral as well as physica.l basis of their E npire in 

·India.. So far as their stay will be compatible with 
British principles of political prugress, thdre is no 
question of th~ir ha.ving to turn their baoks IIpon 
India; but the moment they feel justifieu io pitting 
their stay against the irrepressible law of progress, 
that moment spells the honr of caation for ansllUied 
Britiflh statesmanship, Tune a.fter time saoh a 
moment has oome and gone, establishing beyonll 
doubt that India. is in the keeping of a muoh supe­
rior stock to thoae who have oome to stay here. So 
long a8 that parent stock will not and does Dot fail 

-us, there is nothing btlt amity behind ~ll sqQabblee,. 
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inoriminationsan4 recriminations; there is nothing­
but solidarity below an agitated surface. Bat how 
much more will not that solidarity ,.nd amity be, if 
only those who have come to stay wilt be actuated 
by the mission of governing India for ita own good, 
and not simly for the profits of tea and jute, or the 
pay, the allowances and the 'Mlnuity? (Hindu,. 
27th Sept.) 



APPENDIX. 
Sir Alexander CaPCIew'. 

Syllogl.m 

[Prealdillg at the Annlvernry Meeting of the Boututra High 
Sobool at lII.dur., Blr A. G. Carde .... called the Bootalltru .. a great 
DoD.Brahmana oommunity." Soul1llltra public bodl. repudiated 
tb delfgnatlon aad ~lled utln hJm to withdraw tbe appellation. 
In doing eo, be perpe'rated a Syllogl.m wblch dllolo'88 tbe trend 
';f' \he ofBoial mind III tbe evolution of inter-communal barmollY In 
In~] 

II A. you are BrahmanBS, you most of coorsll. pOIsess all the 
Brahmanas' intelligen CP, perseverance, eta., and you will, 
thereforf', doubtless not require &ny assistance from me 
or anyone elsc,"-SIR A. G. CARDEW, I.C.S. 

Sir Alexander Cardew's reply to the resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Sourastra oommnnity 
compels attention t.o a qnestion of State polioy whioh 
can be "t no time an invitinj!' subject but whiob a.t 
presentons sbould, positively like to avoid However, 
88 eventa ocour whetber or not one may find them to 
his liking, we oannot help commenting on them 8e 

tbey ceme into publio view. No member of the 
public is responsible for tbe Soarastra contretemps 
and Sir A. G. Cardew bas by bis letter raised im­
portant mOM which he may have to leave ansolved 
as the time comes for him to Jay down bis office. 
'Meanwhile wbat he hiS written is certain to prod ace· 
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controversy a'Od disOontetJt 8S he ha.s disposed of a 
grave qUClstion in 'all utterly cavalier spirit. What wae 
the need for a Member of Counoil to enter into a 
question of C8stfl status in open:ng all educational 
institution for the benefit of a particular community? 
All that was necessary for him to do was to go into 
the progress ma.de by it in liter"ry. 1n sohool and 
Universityeduoation, as shewn in publio reports and 
promise whatever support he could reasonably hold 
out to secure its advancement. But this would ha.ve 
been insipid from the point tf vie~ of one who pro­
bably wanted to furnish a stimulus to the Sourastra 
community. Such 1\ oourse would not have served an 
official policy, offioial purposFl, 88 the trend of publio 
events has been illustrating ot late. He wanted to 
make an annexation, not of oourse territorial, but 
communal; he wanted to ienlarge ~he non-Brahmana 
Hindu community by a significant expression and he 
stylt>d and stamped tSe Soura'ltras "a. great n(.ln­
Brahmana community." To have acoepted such .. 
designation even for the sake of hvours to come 
from Sir Alexander Cardew would have been a griev­
OU8 set-back to a class which ha6 been strenuouslY 
maintaining its title to a Brahmanllo sect. If from & 

member of GJvarnment they a.coepted it, they cOllld 
not complain if others followed Buit. They passed 
resolutions repudiating the appellation and oalled on 
him to formally withdraw his statement; of coarse 
not because if Sir A. G. Ca.rdew should say they 
were Brahmanas, everybody else would admit them 
to be so, but because bis st"tement would militate 
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against their claim. The first question )0 this episode 
IS why, shonld Sir Alexander Carcrew have gone out 
of his way as a member of Government to concern 
himself with their caste ftta.'us? If the ma.tter as & 

caste question should happen to oome up before him 
offioially it is open to him to say whst he thinks. But 
needlessly, aod unsolicited, why should he have un­
budrened himself as to SonrastraR being Brahmanss 
or non-Brahmanas P It shews for one tbing the 
preference Sir A. G. C3rdew bRoS, whatever preferenoe 
SonrAstras themselvps may have. It comes to saying 
(f it serves my policy and pnrpO!\6 to call you non­
Brahmanas, Rnd I am not concerned how yon regard 
yourselves." Is it to the prestige of a Government 
for one of its members to leave such an impression, 
and where was the peremptory need for running puch 
a risk? • 

What Sir A. G. Cardew has done in his reply is 
however worse than what he did in his speech. And 
.;,t is the reply that raises other questions which have 
heen RHowed to rest somewhere in the background 
till now. If any statement in regard to a question of 
oaste' can be inconsiderate and provocative t.o DOD­

Brahmanas, it is . 8ssnrE'dly Sir AlexaDd~'r's assump­
tion that outside thE' Brahmana caste "intelligenoe~ 
perseveranoe,etc.," are deficient, an aBBumpt,ion foond. 
ed upon a. t.otal misapprehension of fa.ots. The fallaoy 
lies in regarding "intelligeDce, perseverance, eto.," 
as identioal with Buccess in !1cholastic lifE'. On the 
otber band what a small part dOAs a purely scholastic 
career play in the world of production, distribution 
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and capital aOO credit r Is it without" intelligence, 
persI<'vera.nce, etc.;" that Sonrastraa have baoome to· 
day a prosperous claBB of the community withollt the 
subordination which public servioe imposes? The 
tex.tile trade of Madura, Salem, Conjeevaram, Kum\)a. 
konam and other places will show at 8. glance that 
there is absoilltely no lack of intel~ence or persever­
ance or etc. (whatever etc. may have been intended to 
mean) among Souraatras, but that these qualities are 
employed in directions other than passing the School 
Final or £aihng in the Intermedlate or the B.A. 
ex.a.mination. We shall take again the VysiyaB. Is 
it without intelligence and perseverance that they 
are, 88 a oommunity, wealthier than Brahmanas ? 
.Aga.in the Nattnkotta.\ Chetties, the great banking 
community of South India, are they what they are 
without intelligence, perseveraD¥e, etc. To-morrow 
let them come nnder the fatal fascination of a diploma 
and a degree, "as 8. community," they will become 
impoverished in health and incapable of oarning­
what they earn now. Intelligence and perseverance 
are not the monopoly of or even possessed in a 
marked degree by t,he Br8.hmana,s, only they are dis­
played in 8. walk of Hfe where they are put toa teat and 
receive a.n open h811-mark. Because these qualities 
are not 80 treated in other walks of life, it will be a 
grievous mistako to suppose that people enga.ged in 
them laok these qualities fS a predominant communal 
oharacteristio. 

And then. does Sir Alexa.nder mean that nnleaa a 
~olnmullity po88e18 the" BraJ;unana intelligenoe and 
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perseveranoe" they are not to be olaE¥l8d as Brah­
manas? And conversely will ev~ry. oommnuity that 
possesses these qoalities beoome Brahmana') f Above 
all, what is the standard, what is the type of Brahman. 
intelligenoe? Is it (( intelligence" that 9800l'e8 • 

diploma and enables a man to enter servioe on Re. 1 
a day or iii it intelligenoe th'at saves a man all tb.t 
mental, physical and finanoial prostration, keeps 
him in sonnd body and mind and makes him earn 
mooh more than Re.) a day in some other walk of 
life? Most of those who are now known aa 
Brahmanllo8 have to fill ach{JoJa and colleges not 
because the largest mllj!)rity of them will be 
materia,lly betwr oil for doing 80, bllt bece.nse, 
they have no other course to take to exoept to get 
from the house to the school, from the sohool to the 
college, and from the college to a. public office, what­
ever they may get .. nil whether wha.t thfly get will bo 
sufficient to maintain them or not If a. oensus be 
~Qken to-morrow in the city of Ma.dras they will see 
how many of them are straggling without an eoonom­
io return for a.ll that they have spent upon edu­
cation in the way of money and phYFliMI stamina. 
Bat still they go on with faith in S''ohool Final and 
B.A. for their children-:!imply because they cannot 
turn their hands to anything else. The faot that .. 
Brahmana is Advocate-General and that three otbel'8 
are J adges of the B igh Court constitates a great 
handicap for the Brahman oommunity, since Brahman 
graduates are now oomin~ 1;0 feel that they are not 
wanted in many public offices, and an passed Don-
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Brahmanas ate CO~Dg to be prtlferred to them. 
Becanse a Brahman ill an Advooate-General, it does 
not mean that every Brahmana g'ats hie economic 
retorno On the other band he is prejudiced in getting 
it. It is not of course the duty of the State to ensure 
an economic return; but is its duty to interfere 
with State organisations in such a way as to make -economic returns more and ml)re difficult? Is it 
their dnty to take the bread out of one man and give 
it to another because of oommunal considerations? 
Should they not fix qualifications by positive on 
compfl1itive standards and leave the matter to be 
decided antomaticlllly-if they do not mean to intel'­
fere with economic returns? Non·BrBhm8nas;n the 
world of trade Make huge incomes, and because they 
do LlClt and cannot make thflm in the public service, it 
does not lead to any comment. But if a small number 
of high appointments are beld by Brahmanas, it leads 
to commE'nt, and they forget that the latter is 9.& 

legitimate IlS the formf'r. But the worst rllfmlt is. 
that it i8 allowed to operate as a handicap on Brah­
manas a8 a class-inasmuch as it leads to elimination 
on account of birth in the lower range of State ap­
pointments. I wbuld not have ventured to make these 
observatioDs at a time of communal difference like 
the pre~{'nt, but for the exaggerated value attached 
to Brabmana intelligence, perseverance etc., and 
the utterly unfair cODspqQence and practical hardship 
to which this exaggerated estimate leads. 

From the Sourastra point. of view the oonclusion 
to which Sir A)e~an?er has hurriedly come bristles 
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with more objeotions than from 'b~ Brahmana point 
of view. In effeot he says, " sinoe you are Brahmanas 
you do not stand jn need of my help." 'rhat is of 
oourse a measure of the attaohment he has for the 
Hl'ahmana oommunity. But that is by itself. The 
more relevant point is how do they forfeit their claims 
for encouragemont, beoause they rt'gard themselves 
as BrahmaD'l8 and will not allow even one so great as 
Sir Alexander to dub them" non-Brahamanas." We 
know that !l. standing ct'dor dlles not become rational, 
simply bec"us6 it is elevated 1.0 the distinotion of a. 

__ H, O. Sourashtras are Sourashtras whether you call 
'ibem Brahmanas or non-Brahmanas, lind they 
deserve concessions fur what they are and not for 
/Jjhat they are called. How does it lie with a 
mAmber of Government to turn away from them in a 
put ouL mood, pocketing his conoessions, with an 
angry wave of the hand swearing practically that 

- since they have chosen to call themselves by another 
name, he need not concern himself with their require­
ments? IT Dlike I:l<Jmc people who are now tryiug to 
make all Brahmanas Panchamas, that great reformer, 
one of the greatedt ·men Indta ha.s produced, Swami 
Vivekananda said thllot he would con vert Pariahs into 
Brahmanas. He did not live long enough to attempt 
It. Bat if to-morrow a pnshful class of Panchamas 
should wear the thread of the Brahman6s, and change 
their habits of life aud call themselve~ s~y Agastya 

'Brahmanas, w by should either the Government or any 
section of Hindus objeot to their doing 80? A'I a matter 
of fact, all Hindns tDfy well become Brabmanaa 



66 APl'I:NDIX 

instead of b'ecol;Dibtf Panohamss. 1£ caste among 
Hiudus is to be abolished, let them all beoome 
members of the higbest caste instead of the lowest, 
There is oaste amung Brahmsnss themselves; there is 
caste in one and the same Brahminicalsect. They who 
talk: of untouchables do not know th:~t tbere are 
oocssions when a Brahmana mOlber will not touch 
bel' child, when s. Brahmans. father will not receive 
a. plate or a vessel out of the bands of his son, leave 
a.lone his touching him. There is no good for Sir 
Alexander Cardew or any number of West~rners far 
more intelligent Rnd persevering than himself to ven~ 
tUre into the ramifications of caste nomenclature and 
caste distinctions. He knows who SourRshtras are and 
what. help may be givbn them to secure their 8'luc8-
tionlll advancement. Instead of doing what would be 
best for them, he had simply sought to make them a 
pawn in an official move and whf>n they refuse to be 
so played, he tells them virtually that they mi~hJr ­
-take care of themselvep. And all this for what? For 
the name of BrabmanDs tbey want to take. 

After this, it is plain that the pobcy of Government 
in regard to educatIOnal concessions must be more 
rationally interpreted or undergo a revision. They 
must determine whether concessions are to be given 
to a c1aR8, because It is educatIOnally backward, al­
though financially well off and continue to be withheld 
it. from 8 class financially backward although educa­
tionally far advanced, or given to a class both financi- . 
any and eduoationally baokward ? Exoept ranchamas· 
and a few other cr Jower "c1~1SeB most of the higher 
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'Hind a oBstes and seversl section~f tbe'Mubammadan 
oommunit.y l'&nnot be regarded as ~ducationa\ly and 
financially baokward. In tbeir oase nobody need ob­
ject to communiaiconcessious. Bllt iu the case of most 
other olasses, the principle of ooncesslOu ought to be 
made individually applioable and not oommuually. 
A rioh Muhammadan Mappilah or Lubbay boy and 
1\ poor R'Jy!~pettah Mussalman ne~d not get the 
same concession. So also among Hindus, whether 
they call thAmselves B l':lhm'\Qs or non-Brahmans. 
A boy mUflt get exemption, because he is poor 

_.~nd not because other members of hi!! olass are poor; 
while at the same time if he is too p'lor to pay full 
fees, the fact that others of his caste are ricb, ought 
not to bar his way to State aid. Fur a boy to get 
help as 3 memher of a b'l.ckward oommunity, it must 
be backward both AducRotionally and financially and 
such communities must be specificJ\lly enumerated, as 
for instancf' , potter!'!, dhobies, barbers, etc., and not 
by a generic name of uon-Brahmane.a as though not 
to belong to thb Brahman communities is a great claim 
for State considera.tion from the primary sohool to the 
High C,>urt B:3ncb. 'rhese qllestions would not have 
provoked discussion, but for ~ir Alexauder Cardew 
seeking to dig a well presum~bly with the best of 
intentions but ooming upon a ghost in the process. 
{Hindu, 5th September, 1917.) 
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