
OPEN. LETTERS 

lord U~ /ll' ·~OI\ 

H\' 

Sh.iva Shambltu Shal'lll!~ 



,'" ,'" ~ .' : -"...:. 

, ~ ." .. : 

l' :'~".' 1' 
('#0 .' - .' ~~#911Y'8 
\. ~ \ ~ ." .... I~ 1,E·t7(,/1 

. . 
" ' 



·" Shiva Shambhll-Ka-Chittha" in this pamphlet 

are all open letters to Lord Curzon translated frolll 

tit~ llharat :'Iiittra, a Hindi weekly of Calcutta, 

They have been written uy one Shiva Shambhu 

Sharma for that paper. Lord Curzon's vice-royalty 

ha5 been lIniver:;ally c()n~;~by~-'ptoplt, 
for, heedless. of their prote~ts ami entreaties, h~ has 

alwa\', "given them stone ,»'hell they h,Ye wanted 
... _----- -- --- - ---" -- -

bread," \' oi~s of con(lemnatioll have been heard from 

all sides,-thc pUbli(', the press and the platfoTm,­

and at all tillles. 

llnt (lut of t:\'il ('ometh good. /\n almost uncon­

querahlt de.in~ to make themselves acquainted with 

the ft.;;,!! condition of the cOlilltry is now to be ,ten 

among a largt section uf our people who~c hearts have 
• not yet been fully iIlumin cd by the IigMs of the west. 

Many have learnt to look upon the ntW'Paper, not as ,. 
an article of luxury, but as a thibg of necessity; 

while others look upon it as a useful medium for the 

vl::Iltilation of their numerous grieyances as well as for 

the fn:e expression of their independent views on the 
" 

affai:s of the country. The mor~ stre11'tously Lord 
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Cu. is exertiQg himself to bifid them balM and foot, 

tBe more they are 'learning to move for the presen'ation 

of their lawful rights ,.d privileges.as sUbjects of the 

empire. Lord. CUfZOll'S 'reactionary policy and his 

reckless throwing away of the poor country's money, 

of \\-hich he has been made the respo}lsible CtlStodif.ll 

by the sO\'erei~n and the parliament, haye mstilled a 

life into our hitherto almost ljfeles.~ countrym en. 

Shiva Shamhhu in his letters has told Loni Curzo~ in 

an unmistakable language in what light e\'en the mass of 

the country hanl taken his se\eral retrograde measures 

and his lIf'iheressary and unjustifiable profusions of 

courtly splendour. If thi:; pamphlet sllcceWIs in ('onye~'­

in~ a tru~ idea thereof io our fulers tbe ohiect of 

i he tran"lator will have hee11 attained . 

• 1 R .. adn (~f ,111' lJ/II7I a/ .lfilra. 



[ Tran.,latcd rroIU the B~"r/;I .I1.'m •. II',,·J Ii, 191'1, J. 

UIVA SBAMBHU'S LITTER, 

TO H. E, LORD ClJRZOX, 

My Lord! 'ill hi~ boyhood, thi~ Bhullg'-eating, old 

man"Tmd a great fondness Itrr Bulbuls .. In his YilJ~ge, 
tll't:re were seyerdl other line gentlemen al"o "ery fond 

of the wing-ed creature. They used to catch the birds, 
feed and tend them and then put them into hghting 

with each other. Young- Shi"a Shamblll"tchetished 110 

l(l11dlle~s for ~eeing them fight; he only' desired the 

pleasure of l"cpinl' ,t Bulbul seated on his hands. But 

the son of a ilrahmin, a, he \~S, how was' he tq get a 

bini? His Iilther ahl"ays feared that the hoy 1llight l;ilJ 

the hird, if onc W(;;I e giYl.;11 him, <111(\ that wO\lld melll1 

llIurder; 01 if ~()ll1e cat would ~11at('h tilt' binI off hi~ 

hands, 1t would 11(; a ~ill. 11, howtyer, at the t'arne~t 

entreaties Ol~ the boy, hiS titther would en'l' get it bird 

li'om a i"rielHl and giye him 111(;; ~ame, it was nerer 

allo\\'t-'Il to remain UI1 his hand for 1l10le than ,all hour 

am! that one hour also Un(\cl th~ father'. \'i~61ant cyc" 

It \\' as the business of the village inn~keeper:; to catch 
• the llullmls. TlIe boys Rot their bird.~ from tht:m lilT 

two or three pice each, But young Sbivil Shambhu 

('Quld not do ~O. How could be get a bird without his 

l~ther's pennissioll 01' where could he kt:ep it? HI: had, 
howcwr; an eager longing in 'his mind to haY\}'a birJ 

on m~ hands, and ~ tbe very sight :'f it ,Bulbul, flyillg 
inthc wOOIbl. ogiuted and exci~ed bh; mind.; thl;l'billiet! 



of the Bulbul caused his heart to throb and dance with 

delight, and oh ! what flights of fancies came pouring 

into his mind 1 It is impoSj!ible for 'others to imagine 

those feelings. 'Others apart, Shiva Shambhu himself 

cannot now recall to mind those indescribable jo)'s and 
delights of his childhood. 

Thus, one day, with seyeral fanciful ideas in his mind 

of catching Bulbuls, young Shh a Shambhu fell aslef!p. 

In his dreams, he :;aw the worlll full of Bulbuls, as if 
thev weT" flying all o\'er the "mage and as if hundreds 

were flying afout in the small play-ground in front of his 

home. He 'also saw that they were not soaring high, 

but keeping themselves far helow in the air. Xor were 

their plaeesrof sitting 011 l \gh. They were flying now 

in one direction and again in another, nO~i sitting here 

and again sitting there and sometimes coming to perch on 

young Shiva Shal1lhllU'~ fingers. In the exuberance of his 

gladnes~, Shh'i\ S]ml1lhhtl himsel1 was menily fJ()licking 

about, as also two or three playmates or his, now 

catching a biTd and now letting it off. 

ShiYa Shambhu had his heart' ~ desire fully gratified 

to-day. He W;c\ no longer in wallt of nu\bu\s i his play 

ground "'as converted into nulbulstan to-day; he was 

king of Bl1lbul~, nay more, Emperor! His bappiness 

did not (,()J11e to an end here. Shiva Shambbu further 

sa\\' that there was a beautiful garden before him alld all 

the birds were coming fmm there. Running and 
'skipping, the boy went into the garden and saw there 

was a ~}detl tree j~ it with golden leaves ~Dd flowers 

0f.~:l\riO\", colours 011 which were sitting I(Olden ~ 
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now singing and now flying aboyt. There was:: also a 
beautiful palace of gold in the garden with ~undi:-eds 
of golden jugs 'on it, on. which too were perched many 
such Bulbu!s. The boy climbed 1lp the palace with 
his companions and immediately the garden of gold 

with its golden palace and birds began to rise high and 
fly in the' air. Everything was delightfully /iying 
and so were young Shi\'a Shambh'u and the other 
boys. But this delight did not last long. The fancies of 
the horior Bulbuls began to pass away from his bl".ains. 

"Where am I flying to? Where ar~ my parents and 
my home?" These were the thongflts that came 

ponring iato his mind ano his oelightful dream closed. 
The boy got up with a locir of anxiety iPi his face and 
saw ther", was nothing but his own house and his own 
bedstead! The kingdom of his fallcy was no lllortl I 

l\hlon1 ! since )'oulanded on the shores of this coun­
try, have you eyer done anything reany worth doing Of 

have you. only seen 'Similar dreams of bulbuls? ~ye you 
ever performed any of your duties to the people of this 
country Of hase you only gratified your own whims? 1 
pra)', my lord, think over this once itt your mind calmly. 
T.h~ five years of ):our tenn of office in India have 
already been complete. lLYou wi11 remain sometime 
longer, it will be in the shape of interest, the principal 
is already cleared. Calculate in your mind, my lord, 
"'hat record of useful works you leaVe behind you 
e:ccept tha.t of sh()w, or what other thoughts of <llly 
have e\'er cros$eli your It!ind in this cotUitI}' than those 
.01 pomp an(i pageant,-y. 
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J.:!!..c last budg~t speech \\ as the ht:it speech of the 
period of your duty. Read it, my lord, I pray, and see 

what description it eOl1tains of xour good' deedll during 
your five years! ~tedly you have spoken therein 

of YOUT two deeds of pomp and splendour, the one of 

which is the Victoria Memorial Hall and the other, the 

Delhi Durhar. ~ judge in your own mind, my lord, 

whether those deeds wefe "outy" or mere "show"! 

The Yirtoria Memorial Hall will be a thing fOf a few 

hig s\\-ells to go and st;:e. I suppose, you too. do lIot 

belieyc tlicll il ,,"ill HI any" ay alleviate the miseries 01 

tht;: poor or ameliorate the condition of the people oj 

lndia~ 

~\\", let 111<.:. tell YOll, Ill)" ~yrd, what was that I )url>ar 

l>l" your," I I,!... YOl11 estimation it \\"a~ indeed a g-reat 

thing, bUl in that of t1le In(liall~, it Wet, nuthing ,,'Teater 

than that dream or nulbul~! 'l~e elephants han! gone 

hack to where they l,«me [rOlll 1m that pageantry" The 

particular elephant whiC'h you decked with a golden 

clwer and a golden howdah and on which you ~.~de with 

an umbrella over your head, luu, also gone hack with 

all those valuable things to it~ oWller. Your lord,hip 

knew full wen thi\ ndtheT that e1cphant nor those 

things were your own, and so did tJle spectators" The 

throne of gold ~li which you sat and received the 
homage of the Indian Ra)ahs and Maharajahs ill the 

Uurbar was there only until the Durba," was o\-er and 
" )lnur lordship knew it well that it was not yours. The 

th~nl: has l>eel'\ sent back to whence it Was brought. 
AU these tbh1g. W{)fe merely tor :;R()W and \\l;K\ been aU 

aloll~i.l1 India. Has ilLnr m~riL ()f yours been displayed' 
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by all this? Uo the' people r~lhember VikmpIJtud 
Akbar or do they remember their thnmes?' Was the 

honour in which Shah Jehan was held due to his 

qualities or was it due to' his peaco.ck throne r These 

are matters worthy C?f the consideration of men of 

intel1ig-ence l,ike your lordship. 

Things should be. made so as to, be lasting. ~The 
happy dreams of young Shil'a Shalllblm broke iml1'1ed-iate­

lyon the remembrance of his parents; similarly, the 

Duroar hall and the amphitheatre, il11mediatel~' on the 
1)urhar being oyer, became things worthy of heing 

pulled down and remoyed. They hat! tlnce to be built 

and again til be demolishe(1. Sllt'h is the end of all 

showy tlftn,l;5! Their life is like that of butterflies­

"ery short ! 

My lord, in a post plandial speech among the tea­
planters of Cachar, your Itlrdship said thai their ronnec­

tion with this countr~' was permanent and that of yours 
was for a short perio(! only. That "short period" of 

,'OUl'S is c~'er; the limit has heen reacher!. Should you 
happen to get an extension, it will be, you must knoll', 

in consequence of some good deeds. of your predous 
life, So, it is in the hope that y()l1~ lordship may he 
remindecl of your duties at least Ollce ita this critical time, 
that Shil'll Shambhu begs to address -this letter to your 
l()rd~hip. 

My lord, you ha,'e no permanent right to the post you 
ll~W occupy, It is only an .accident of life that you 110'<1 
it. There is nosucb hoPe that you will ha\'e any nllther 

~tion with it wben once YOl; leave it. But ~lqng 
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as you have thi! power. in your hand, you have the power 
of doing some good also. Nothing of what Y0l,l showed 
at Delhi or elsewhere was yours, but the,power to show 
them was certainlY yours. ~imi1arly, you have the 
power to do something real, something useful for this 
country before you leave. YOl~ possess the power to 
build your own memorial hall in the hearts of the people 
of this country. But all this is possible only \\~hen you 
appreciate the value of such memorials. 

Bear in mind, my lord, that the maidan in front of 
the fort will one day be filled up with memorials of 
metal statues .. Whether Her late Majesty's statue was 
obstructing- the passage of air or 110t is another question; 
but there will be such a nu~ber of other sta\ues, that 
the air will collide with one at every fifty cubits. If Lord 
Lansdowne's statue is possible to be erect'ed in this 
country, then whose else is not? My lord, do you too 
\\'~mt that a similar statue of yourself may be erected 
somewhere near it ? 

What sort of 'ri1emorials are these statues? Each of ....--
them is only a heap of this poor country's money which 
can never CODle 00 any usc. One visit to them is 
cnough to convinc~ anyone timt they are nothing better 
than the temporary resting plac.;s-of some birds. My 
lord. what will b~ the beauty of your statue placed 
there? Come, m)' lord, I will show you a statue. ~! 
there is a statue, not in the maidan of the fort. but @ep 
il5i the....hearts of tbe Indian peopl&.. Look I this great 
man preferred, the hearts of the poor millions of this 
country to the ll1ai~n of the fort, to erect his statue 
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upon! It ls Lord Ripon's statue. THe11 , look upon 

that Mel;;orial Hall which is stronger' amI II hundred 

times more precious.than your Marble Hall of fifty lakhs. 
It is the Proclamation of 1858 'of Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria. Here (in the heart of the people) al~o may be 
your memorial if you value such memorials in your 
minc\-as these t\\'o. 

!\ow, my lord, I ha\'e finished. I have written what 
there was to write. Plainly speaking, my lord, you 
should make proper distinction between duty and show, 
and take aJl .how tor what they are wOlth, for a show 
can ne\'er he a duty. My lord, after sometjme, only as 
much of the remembrance of your belhi burbar will 
remain in the,opllJar mind as that of the happy dream 
of his childhood now remain,-'n the melllory of Shiva 
Shamhhu. 

~d. ~HIV.-\ SHA:\1BHlJ hHARMA. 



SSIV A 8UMBHU'S LETTER. 

WELCOME TO HIS EXCELLENCY. 

The i01mO\'able will never 111m e. The inevitable 

will surely come. So, Lord Curzon is Gaming out again 

for two years as Viceroy and Governor General. Re­

mm'jng many difficulties and ohstacles, he is once again 

about to set foot on Indian soi\. His Lordship hasoal­

ready had a farewell audience with Emperor Edward 

for thi!' Iluspicious sailing, ami noll' it will not be long 
he fore I\'e se,e him here. 

XahJnI1!y, the thought that is no\l' remh'inv, in the 
Indian mind i, why Hi~ Lorc\ship i, ('om1ng out azain, 

hut His Lordship knoll, he"t wh~. Hit \\'ere a matter 
or Indian C1l0il'C he should n0t be in thi, ~'O\mtr)' again, 
while. ha(~ it heen lelt to hi_ will and pleasure, hc 

would h,l\'c ('onw a li:\I' week, earlier. fiut the rein 

of command n\'er both is in the hands of some one else. 

The I ndmns ,lre entirely powerless and lIa, e nothing 
in their contlOl ; even Lord Curzon, with all his mani­

fold pO\\'er5 is powerless in many respects! This is 
why the Illdi~~lS will haye to see Lord Curzon in this 
country again and this is why his lordship has had to 
find himself detained, Says the Poet :-

.. ThOll shalt see what God will show." 

. So,,', the Indians have mallY things to see and so 

has Lord Curzon. These two years of his lordship's 

new rule will doubtless be worth seeing. Even now 

the Indian eye is'li"ctted to these two years,,, It is 
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long, yery lung, sinet: thest: heJples1:\ ~)\l-lookers ha'n) 

been only looking on, ungratified and t:ntirely oornered, 

as ifthey-huve 110 tlKistenCe,!lO concem, and there iSllO 

knowing how long yet they will ha,-e thus to look on. 

Yet, how many 

seen with untiring 

delightful sights huYe they not 

eyes! Still, they will not tU11] 

their eyes. Thtly ha\'(~ seen the down'litlI of the 

great killg Jay Chand, as well as the reign ot 

J\fahomedan emperors. They have seen the great 

Akbar, l1irbal, Khankhana and the mm;ician Tanscn, 

as well as the peacoL:k throne of Shah Jehan anc! his 

imperial pageantry. A~ain, the~' hayc al~() seen the 

same throne carried aW,t\- by Nadir Shah! They haye 

seen Sivaji aI~1 _\urallgl.~h ;, 'lell as English ,,:arriors 

like Clive and Hastings Thus, in the course of their 

sight seeing, the~· IUl\ e del iyed 11lllch pleasure by the 

sight of Lord Curzon's ('lephant procession and Durbar 

at Delhi; and now they are Ihill,!! to ,el' the Engli8h 

alhelete Sandow placc a weight of sel'eral l11aunds on 

his brea~l ! 

The Illdiall~ al'l: alway, rl'auy to bl'l', ollly 

thele ~h()uld be ,ome (lilt; til ,l!o\\,. Ihey can, err 

well twist their mou,tache and ;.ay. 1'11ere i~ hardly 

anyone else in the world to lw their eq~lIl.1 in these 

qualities. Lord Curwll ,llso has jilUnd &Ilt these qua­

lities in the people under his rule. and this is "'h~' his 

lordship has been sllOwing a "ariet~- of his will a .. d 
pleasure in a lllultiplicity of Jlhase~. 

So, tbe Imhmi mind is now iunof tho~hb as ttl 

what ""ill .bt: the plcat>utes or Illdi'l'~ ilutunat d\lrilW 
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these t.wo yeaTs.~ .From his doillgS ill the past five years 

and more, India has understo04 what are to his lord­
ship's taste and liking. , Why, !de can easily start 

a grander procession of eJephants if he only pleases! 
nut that does nut seem very important or necessary at 

present. The reason is, ill his elepha)1t procession at 
Delhi, his lordship took hi, seat on the highest of ele­

phants. If the whole world has nul a higher elephant 
than that olle, then neither has India. H 0\\ then ,can 
his lordship cherish a de,ire lor another elephant ride? 

A hig-hcl elephant than the one he rode 011 does not 
exist. Th<; Oml\ at e"\ists only in name. hut no hody 
ha, seell him. Only the hone~ o[;\lal1n11oth may he seen 

ill somc museums. and peopk look upon .hem with <I,,, 

tonished gaze, just as ~.he small elephant> are looked 
upon in the museUIII, of his IOl'(bhip's 0\\"1 country. 

Of cour,e it lIIal' be said that the smaliness or the 

bigness oj' the clephant> IS not the question; anothel 
proces,ion. If deemed necess,uy. may at any rate be 

started again; it not at Delhi. well. it Hlay be any­
where else! .h for instance. there were plenty of 
lire-works at Delhi. and yet CalC'lItta \\ itnessed the 
samcthing O\'~ r again. In spite or the processiun of 

elephauts at Delhi. Calcutta saw splendid i1\uminatiol1~ 

and processio,! of carriages! 

~ome people say that whate\'cr Lord Curzoil pub 

hi,S hands upon. he neYer leaves incomplete or imper­
rect. Well. the Durhar at Delhi was 110t perfect in all 
respeets, there were some deficiencies. For instance, 

the Malla!"ana of Cdllypur could neither take part in 

t.l.'e elephant proc'es!!ioll, nor had he an opportunity of 
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coming to the Durbar and payin~.l{is homage. Simi­

larly, the Gaekwar of Baroda did not join the elephant 
procession. Agam, thOUg!l he came to the Durbar, 

he was attired in a very simple dress, just as simple as 

he is now in during his visit to Calcutta. 

The occasion, however, was of so much pomp <Ind 
sp!t::ndour, that His Excellency himself had to wear em­

broidered trousers and sit on ~ throne of gold, giving a 

silver chair to·the Duke or Connaught and wooden Olle~ 
to the Indian chiefs fOT their seats! For the Gaekwar 

of Baroda to wear such a simple elres~ and leave the 
Durbar hall in such a simple manner W;IS a new thing 

altogether ~. Besides, he did Ullt bend down to make 
his ohescienre, but onl~' sh<'lIk haneh; ill the ,implest 

manner p()~sihle anei left! :;0, there arc some :,uch 
deficiencies, to make up which .1Ilother ])urhar may be 

held and anothel elephant procession may be star led 
again. 

Such ,~mllises are !lot objectionable. llut time is 

short and things to do are llIany, llesides, some of 
the Rajahs and Maharajahs have fallen in such drooping­
condition on account of their expense', on the occasion 
or that one Durbar, that it will be diffitult for them to 

rai~e their heads eH!H ill the course of two more vice­

royalties of seven years each after Lord CUTzon. Thus, 

it is no use expecting anuther elephant procession or 
another Durbar. 

But I hear his lordship will now raise education verY 
high. To return good lor good is indeed a, l.,'Teat man's. 

work. EducaliQil has made his lordship rich; his Ior~h!p 
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now watlt~ to /.:-il'e l-iches to education; So,'it i. no""· to 

be SI~atdl::1 ~ off:.c:?~n, the possession o~t ~1~ po-;;- to be 

gi"en to t~~~eal!:hy. So, ~ucatj"n'will be relieved 

of tlte trouble it often bas to undergo to make the 

poor rich. The foundation has been laid, it will not 

be long' before the structure is cOlllpleted. So long 

the poor used to read and learn and the rich therelure 

had the had reputatioll that the~· never do ,0. The 

poor shall have to gi,·e uJl no,,·, and the rich will haY!' 

no lllon! of that bad name, tlO matter whether they 

It.:arn or not. Thu~, Lord CurZOl1', tanJlIr will make 

them eliucaterl without their reading or studying! 

There ate other thing" abo to alten(1 to. The worh 

of some COJl1mi;,sioTls have to be finalh·" considered 

and till' result of some ~~issions to be ·~e(,Tl. Then, 

there arc Kabul and Cashmere. .\ Railway mar be 

opened up to Kabul and a colon., oj Englishmen may 

he establisht.:d in Cashmere. POj1ularising Motor Can" 

like tea, in till:; cmllltr)· is <til important work. The 

partition of Bengal IS another n~ly importallt work . 
. lllt! th~ nw:;t Important of all i, the YI('tona Memorial 

Hall! India will no \onc:er need to remember or 

think much of 'he Proclamation of J85~. This hail, 

erected by his lordship, will he a great monument to 

the memory 01 Her late Majesty and its very ,;ight 

will tell the people that Queen Victoria was she whose 

memory this hall proclaims! 

There are too lllany other matters, too many tur 

the Indian to concentrate within the ~mall compass 
of h is scanty >brains. Who k 1l0WS what gigantic schemes 

all<\. ideas Lord CurzOIl's imperial head is full of? 
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His lordship hilnself once declare~llhat in many res­

pect:> an Indian i~ not the equal of all Englishman. 
Besides, Lord ('.lIr1,011 is a gem <If England! This 

Bhang-eatinil old man "in never ad'r"ise the people 
of this country to haye the hardihood of proving them­

selves to be h!~ equal in g-enius. 

How very imperious and masterful a ruler his 
lordship is may he easily inferred from the series 

(.f his spe~hes delivered in England in which he 

endeavoured to explain to the English people what 
lndia really is! Very dearl~' his lordship told the 

people of England that the~' are unahl" to understand 
India ancJ that it j:, resen'ed j()r hiS lordship alone to 

understanchlmli;l. H(m- could they', in England, under­

stand India? Where is st~h a huge elephant to ue 
found in ling-lam], as the one he rode 011 in India, 
With a large umhrella 0\ erhead and pages with Jil11s 
at iii., ,ide? Ho\\' ('(lLllt! hi~ IIlrtlship malw them 

understand to "hal high da~s or rlller~ lli~ lordship 
belongs? Wen:: there a means uy which he could 
once depo;·t the whole country to' England, then, of 

course, he could show the Englishmen what India is and 
\\'hat his lordship's rule is. :.Jo wOI,.!er ir some snch 
means be discovered in tht! future, -for science will 
accomplish many things yet. 

Indians need have no fear! They will have no­
thing to do during Lord CUT/Ion's mle. All joy and 
nothing but joy for them I So, eat Bhang ana be 
merry as the POl;:t ~azjr has ad\'ised. BlIt don't forg~ 
n cup for this old Brahmin ! 

Se), SHIVA SHAMBHV SHAI\M~. 



SHIV A BIIUIBflu'S LETTER. 

TH E nCEROY'~ DUTY. 

:\1y Lord! India is ~atified at your coming out 
;tJ.(uin to this ('Quntr)'. The land which men of leaming, 

intelligence and acu1l1en set their fi:et Oil, beco1l1es hoI}' 

as II place of piIRl'lmHge. Besides these three attributes, 

your lurdship is the po~~essOT of a fourth, and that is 

sovereign aut~lOrity. !:'o, your lordship 's aniyal has 

cOlwerted India lIlto something holier. OJI Tuesday 

last. your lordship sat on the throne of .r,.dia as the 

representati"e of the Emptoror. May God do you good 

and inspire your heart with wishes to do g'')od to thi~ 

fallen country. 

lmnlc<iialcly on landing in Bombay. rOllr 100dshil' 

spoke nut something ,)f ~'our mind. The 130mbay 

Municipality in tlreir address to your lonlsl:i]> did not 

expless a desire to IH:!ar those words, but nc\'crtheles, 

you :mid those word~1 unasked. Precisely in the same 

way, this poor,~ old, Bhang-eatillg Brahmin, ShiYa­

Shambhu Shanna, begs to approach your lordsllip. 
unasked, with l;i:; letter for the third time. This old man 

also claims to be a representative of the people, and 

that is why he appears before the representative of the 

sovereign to read out the people's letter. Your lordship 

'mayor may not hear; he will read it out all the same. 

True, t~ people ne'"er called this poor Brahmin in 



their meeting or decorated him with, tllC badge of their 

representative, nor di(j they ever give him their powel' of 

attorney. Shiya Shnmbhu is notthc legally constituted 

representative of the people' as )'our lordship is of the 

so\'ercign. YOll ,,'ere called by the so\"cn:ign and made 

his Viceroy for <:t ~el'olld time with his 0~1'11 hand. It 
was announ ced in thc London Gazette and the ne\\'s 

came to India by the cable. You met with reception 

at.~ume places in the \l'ay and then again in 13ombay . 

Gazette dnl1OliilcclIlenL' were made ill Calcutta more 

than oncc. Salute, II cre fired Loth all your alighting 

!i'OIll the train as IH:1I as during your ill\"e,stiture at the 

(lmermnellt House. :llan)" Rajahs, :'\owabs and Begums 

ran to Bom1.)f.y to P:I\- you t heir re~pccts , The blinds 

playc(1 and th e ,oldiers prc-oenfed anns. Shil'a Shambhu 

has 110 SlJeh , 'harter with hl111 as the people 's represel1-

tatin:. 

Yd, hl' lay" claim to the r{'preselltath'e~hip of 
the poor, insuHicit'ntly fed and scantily clad people of 

this cOltlltr~'. The Hilson i" India is the land of his 

hirth ; his body i" mach: til India's carth and in India's 

earth he hopes his hooy will ont' day be reduced to 

earth. Playing in the oust of this l'OUI~l)' ill his child­

hood, he has now growlI up into manhood and it is the 

food and water derivcd from this eountr~!' that preserye 

his life, From this, ery land he gets his Bhang leaves 

to gratify his tlesires. He has neither a cottaae in the 
, ~ . 

'iUage nor a piece of land in the meadows to call his 

own. Xot eycn to a leaf of a plant he has any right­

of ownership. Yet, under the sun he can. get shelter 

no where else than in this very land and thoul/:h he has 

3 



not the least right\of ownership to it, he considers this 

land his own. 

:\0 body knows Shivu Shamu!m. He who knows 

him is entirely unknown to the world. Even knowing 

him, people do not want to know or recognise him. 

He has nothing with him by which to make himself 

known; neither any title after his name nor access to 

the lOyal court of the country. He is 110t privileged to 

shake hllllds with the rulers of the countJy, the less so 

to ditto their prerol!atiYe assertions. lIe is only a penni­

less Brahmin, Yery mindful of his self-respect. My 

lord ! repre~entati\'e, a~ yO\l are, of the soYereign, will 

~'Oll hear a fe\\" words from him '! 

In your speech in Bonlha),. ,Hm ,aid that India is the 

land of dnt \', not oj mere ~tory telling, and_that for the 

perfOlln<lnCe of tho,e tlut ie~ YOII had come Ollt again 

to India, though the tlllle \\ .IS critical fOl you, :'Ily lonl ! 

\\'(, call [hi" land of duty, 0\11 land 01 Karma, Your 

lonl,hil' h"" ('Olllt' ""l to perform duties, ami we tu , 
suffer tIll' cUl1SeqUt:Iln:;, of our r;artlla, There b a limit 

to yOl1J lordship's duty, but none to our sullerings. 

Your duties dWlC, you will be shortly off, but we 

~hllll die here "in this land suffering all along from 

our 1\:a11l1a. art! there is no knowing how long will 
it be hefore those sufferings come to an end. If, JlI~' 
lord;you luve this land for the shOlt period of your 

cOlll1ection with it, imag;ine how dearly should we 

love it,. we who are of this land from the cradle to 

the grave I 

My lord ! you seem to pride lipan a belief, all your 
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own, that the whole English race hasfot another lnart 
iii it capable of understandill£ the hillian politics and 

governing the country like yourself. 10\1 said so on 

more than one occasion in Hngland, though in a round­
about manner of speech; and ag'din immediately on 

landing in Bombay this time, you said the samething ! 

.\11 those that you moulded during the 72 1110l1ths of 

your pteyious rule, you want to put into complete shape 

rluring these 24 months or C\'CII less of your new term. 

Y-ou want to ("4)nstruct a strong l~oul1daT)' wall of steel 
at the frontier, so that no cnemy from outside may 

caITY off thc (·otllltry to his own; or, ill other words, 

you wallt to gi,'e such an enduring character to the 

peace which has ,gTad\lall~' accumulated in the country 

at your lOT(I~hip's bidding, that your successors to the 

Viceregal throne lIJa~ 1I0t h~\'e t(l spend their days 

anci night5 i~ anything hut the enjoyment of luxur)', 

amusemcnt. play amI dalH't~. halls ancl ~leep, 

let, knuw 1(J1" tertain, Illy 101'<1, that you ha\'c under­

stood nothing of this COll1ltr~' ; only YOII boast of having­
um\ersloodo it, and there is hardly any hope that YOII 

will t\Il(lerstaud al1~ thing tlUI ing the fell flit lire 1ll()l1th~. 

But thi~ coulltry has understood .rOll too well to reclutn.! 

01 its understandinp,: more, :\lth()11g1~ you profess to 

regard this country ,as the land of y{)u~ d11t~· and not 

talk, the people hal'e quite understoOt'l that duty and 

talk are one and the samething with) ou. It i5 a CllriOUS 

coincidence that your lordship is a "ery proud rule~anc.l 

the people of this country are also very proud. The 
only difficulty is t1lat the pticle of the two i~ of t"'? 
different kinds. Your IOl'dship'~ pride mulft:s the people 
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of the country lafgh, while their pride is a thing which 

you neither do nor will pe,haps ever understand. 

The pomp and pageallt~y which- so highly gratify 

your mind and produce the con\"lctiOll in your mind of 

having done a great duty ,Ire of uo importance in tlle 

eyes of the people of this ~·olll1try. They have already 

seen and heard of ~o much pomp and >plendour and 

their imagination has alrea 1)' produced ~o much, that 

110 such thing can product- any effect on l\wir minds. 

For instance, your lonbhip wants to ,trengthen and 

forti1Y the frontier with a wall 01 steel, \\'herca~ they 

1'C.IU ill their .country's literatuw that thde was ollce a 

king who wanted. after subjug'dting- the who)e worlel, 

to erect a flight of ~teps leading up to h~ayel\. Your 

lordship and Lord Kil(!llc'ller aTC about to C'ollslnl<'L 

a strong iron wall at the ti'onllcr, hut a stronger Olle 

was bllilt by Lord Canning. Your lord~hip ha;; heen 

go(xl enough to lerer to Lord Canning in many of ,I'our 

speel'hes. Forty-six long- Years ha\'c passed "ince then; 
still the wall ;;tau(b tirm and ;1111110\ abk to this day ! 

It is Her late Majesty's Proclamation which Lord 

Canning read out to till:! people 011 the 1St day of 

:\o)'cmber 18si. Thilt is the frontier wall of ItJ(jia 

which is proted'ing her. So long as that wall remains, 

neither \'011 ;.or Lord KitcheneT need make /ll1othl.:l. 

Under l'uyer of that one, you can <leviS<! as strong: a 

wall as you please ! 

India can ne\-er be govcmed through the mediul11 of 

pomp and pageantry j the poor Jltlople of this country 

call never like them. Your lordship has certainly done 
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much for this country accordin& t> your own Jights; 
but with this result only that in England you have had 
to recount it yovrself. It is in your nature more to talk 

than to do. TIms, it so happens tlw.t even your actual 
doings remain unknown to the public until and unless 

they are:Jalked about. The greater portion of the people 
of this country is such that they do not know that 
your lordship is the Viceroy and Governor General of 
this country or that you haye come out again as such 

• after a sOj<1Urn in England. 

~either haH~ you ever cast a glance at the poor 
suhjects of the empire, nor Illl\'e they ever known you. 
::\rot an inkling' of yom desire to do so can be got from 

your rec~lt utterances. Remember, therefore, my 
• lord! that 11OWe\ er much you may g'et opportunities 

to trumpt!t forth your achievements ,lIld qualities 
when your term of oflke expires again and you go 
back to your o\\'n country, you will lleyer be able t~ 
say that the heart of the people of India was ever 
with you. 

My lord, India is the same country where the people 
wen:: beside themse!yes with joy ~e day preceding 
their dear Prince Ram Chandra's p'toposed accession 
to the throne, and were again about t~ follow him with 
tearful eyes the next day when be ''''ent as an exile 
to the forests all on a sudden. Bharat had not to 
resort to such means as th~ holding of a Durbar Jt the 
starting of a procession of elephants for popular satw­

faction i but be. had to hasten to the forests himself 
and try to bring back Ram chandra to AJudhii.. ~m 
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Chandra did not c<¥ne back and so Bharat retUrned to 
Ajudhia, holding the'sandals of the exiled prince Qll his 
bead, placed them on the throne and worshipped the 
same for fourteen long years; attired iil barks of trees, 
It was then that the people believed Bharat worthy 
to rule over Ajudbia, 

My lord! you are no doubt all accomplishe~ orator, 
but oratory has a different significance in this country. 
Whatever fell from the lips of Yudhistir,. the truthful, 
actually used tu happen. Only once in his life, on it 

political exigency of the utmost importance ha\ iug 
arisen, he attempted to speak an untruth of the pettJe~t 
description. Even that is n:corded in the pages of the 
Mahabharat, and will remain there so longo.s the Ma­
habharat remains. Compare this, my lord, with rour 
own speeches and then consider how will )'JU perform 
your duties to the people of this country 

And now my lord permit tillS Bhang-eating old 
Brahmin to look out for his Bhang leaves! 

-
(SD.) SHJ\"A SHA~lBHl" SH.I.RM.\. 



8KlV A SHAfI[BH'U'S U:!!BL 

DO NOT PUS,H BACKWARD. 

My Lord I a few months hen6e only are wanted to 
make up a hundred years since the time when the East 
India Comp~I\y sent out Lord Cornwallis for a second 
time as Go,-ernor General of this country. Between 
then and now, it is your lordship alone who has had 
an opportuni~y of coming out us such for a second time. 
Look back once on that period, a hundred years back, 
and mark what vast changes have ('orne about between 
then and now, what the country then wall and wbat 
it 110W is ! 

For a beggar overwhelmLl!' with sorrowful thoughts 
while awalie, to see in his dreams while asleep that he 
has become a king and that elephants are waiting at his 
door, or for a young man of light brain~ like _~bu1 
Husoain of the Arabian Xights, who has fallen sensele."s 
aftcl a drunken orgie, to eonsidcr himself, jllst a~ soon 
as he can"only partly open his eyes, as the Caliph of 
Bagdad, as if the beautiful sight of exquisitely furnished 
palaces are perplexing his thoughts

il 
the lustre of the 

omaments and embroidered costumes uf beautiful slave­
girls is dazzling his eyes, and as if the. sweetest sounds 
of music are pouring the heavenly nedtar into his ears­
all this is perhaps not so astonishing as the result of 
a comparison between the 'COndition of English l1Ile in 
In~ ofa hundred years back and of the present day. 

, .. 
It was in July latS; that Lord Gt)mwallN aTl'ived 

in Calcutta, a second time as Governor Q~neral of lndia. 
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Causes of anxiety wllr~ then pouring in upon the East 

India Company frmn all sides; they could ,not breathe 

in peace owing to fears and anxieties. War with the 

Scindhia was already going mi, while another with the 
Holkar was imminent. The treasury was almost empty; 

five months' pay was already due to theyoops in the 

Held, while there was yet some time before the land 
. I 

revenue would he forthcoming;. The credit of the 

company with the rich men of England was almost nil. 
The old GO\'ernm of seventy naturally lett depressed 

at this state of affair::;, and the result was that only three 

months after his taking lip the reins of office, he died at 
Glut7.ipur under the weight of cares and anxieties. 

The people ('ould know nothinR ol"this oc!tlrrence I,ll' 
r~ 

~;ome days. :;";ow news runs between Eng-Ian,l ami Inl\ia 
several times in a dav through the telegrapll' wire, and 

a special train runs fTOm Simla to Calcutta in only a few 

hO\l!" ; but then it took se\'erallla~'~ lor the Governor 
to go up to Gha7.ipur, anI I there was no means of any 
a,sistancc reachillg him speedily from Calcutt.'. 

The times have chang-ed in all respects. My Lord, 

between Lord Corilwallis's cominl(" out for a second time 

as Governor Gene<ral aud that of yours, the difference is 
indeed very bro·',d. You h'ave power with you. The 

British Empire is now at the zenith of its greatness. 

You have anived in India from England perhaps in a 
sllOri.!r time than what it took the Governor General of 

~hose days to reach Ghazipur from Calcutta. Lord 
Cornwallis, jmmCildiatelyon arrival, had to encounter 

the anxieties of war with some of the Indian Chiefs, 



II hile to receive you, severnl Chiefs 1!:1Stenoo as far as to 
Bonlbay and thanked their lot for having welw\l1ed 

you. Many chie~ have already been to Calcutta to 
oifer you their congratulations and many others are on 
their way. Whatever the condition of the people, the 
treasury is full t<.> overflowing, and for this you are being 

praised on all sides. The credit of the Government in 
England as well as in India is so much, that no sooner 

th<i word is out than money begins to come in torrents. 
You ha,·e the §Jeretary of ~tate under your thumb, and 

the Conservative lJOyernment who appointed you 

Viceroy of thi, country is stilI in power. The Liberals 

are almost lifcles,. England has no John Bright, no 

Gladstone or" no Br,l(i1augh now, and you are quite 
independent. 

The India-Office is a mcrc plaything ill your hands. 

The Premier of Enghtnd i~ a dear friend of yours. What-
. e'·er you ha,·e set your heart upon doillg, you have 

already finally decided in consultation with the authori­

ties in Eng-laild during yom few months' sojourn there. 
lOU are still young, and have no cares or anxieties. 
Whatever cares and anxieties you had, have already dis­

appeared. You are now counted am8ngst the most 
intelligent and wise state::smen in Engl~nd. Rather it 

may be said that they, the ministers of Rlgland, look to 
you for advice. The sovereign has great faith in you. 
The greatest English newspaper is,' as it were, an , 
eUlogist of yours with whom the singing of YOUT praise, 
now and then, is a saCTe!fduty. In shan, my lord, the 
ditJer~nc6 between. tb!:. tIme of Lord Gorpwalli$ and 

that of yourself is~ ilt4eed. 



The British po.w.er is now in full display on the face of 
the earth. The Indian Chiefs are now wholly subject 
to your_command. They are ready to serve your will, 

whether y,ou may want to 'start a procession followed 
by them, bold a Durbar to make them salaam, send 
them otHo En/!"land or call to Caleutta. as you pldase. 

Your autocratic cOlllmand is 110W meitiJlg away 
the snow on the Tibetan hills, drying the waters of the 
Persian Gulf and softening the mountains of Afg-Ilanist:m. 
You are victoriolls everywhere, on land, on water as 
well as in the air. There is nOlle in the worlel to mise 
his finger against the British pO\n!r. As a description 
of the powcrs of a 1I1"st po\\'crfulmonarch of this eouutn', 
it was said that lndra sen'cd him :15 \\'atc':- man. Payan 

as the clrh'er of his !!rindi'ng mill~, and the sun and moon 
as his light suppliel,. But Briti~h power ha; far exceeded 
that. The scas are t he ~.ailors of the British Empire, 
the table lands its (~hairs and benches, and c1el'tricity its 
slave-girl for drh-ing eng-illes and messenger-girl for 
cll1Tyillg messages thousands of miles away! 

It is I'ery strange, my lord, that while British 
Empire and British power have so greatly ad'llnced 
during these OrK! hundred years, India on the other 
hand, under the rule of the SIlme powerful empife, has 
to lose even the semblance of her priyileges j that during 
these days of universal progress, ideas of throwing the 
Indians backward, instead of those of leading them for­
"""rd, are rising in the mind of your lordship, ,tlieir ruler; 
that instead of sympathising with their aspirations YOU' 
are wastiftg' your intenigence in inflicting :blows upon , 
their Jitlerty and independence I Does lhe Mtion. than 



which a mOTe ancient Qne does not ~xist 00 tlte~ .... 
the earth, which has not perished after more than a 
thousand years 0' alien rule but .still exists, the study 
of whose ancitlllt civilisation' and learning still channs the 

learned and Ctlltured men of the age, VI·bieh by its un­
interrupted rule. of centuries over the world diffused civi­
lisation and a spirit of manliness all over, does that nation, 
I ask, deserve to be pushed back and reduced to dust ? 

• How has it. entered the head of aile of so high 

and scholarly attainments. as YOllT lordship i~, 

that there are various offices which your lorclship's 
countrymen alone are fit to hold and the Indians are 
not? Pllt their merit tn test, my lord, and see whether 
or llot they·are lit for tht h~hest of high offices for 
which your countrymen are tit I Labour, work. intelli­
gence, leam~ng. speech Of patience, in none of these 
resped~ the place of tlw pl:!ople of this country is below 
that of any other raCl:! of men ill the world. Rathel' 
there are some qualities in tht' Indian chara('ter whidl 
no other ra('~ can imitate, The Indian scholar of Persian 
speaks the Persian tongue a~ if it were hi, mother tongue 
and c()mpose~ verses in it, In ~peaki1Jg English. he (,RII 

perfectly imitate the Englislllllan even t<' the artictilatioJl 

of soltluk But where is the Englishm~n who would 
clearly speak Hillilustani like an Indianl So, my lord, 
in no respect the Indians are bound to lag behind. Of 
c!'JUtse, there are two qualiti~ in the Englishman which 

the Indians can neither imitate nor equal. The ~ 
is. that they cannot tmll the darkness of tblrit com­
plexion. into white ,like that of the Eul'ap~s, lU\d ,the 
other is that bY. tubbing . their Iqt with· that of ,!hc 



~ngli!lhmell thc)'. <;anllot come to be their equal III 

fortune. 

But, my lord, beginninl! with variance, the creation 
comes to a complete hanuony in the end. Timti ulti­

mately brings all to its own ways. The end of all from 

the monarch down to the poor mendicant is one and 

the same. Earth reduces itself into earth, and this 

world, the tempter of the living, remain, where it is. 

What a mst number of ruler, and emperors has t1:i, 
world seell, but no trace of thcm can he foulld !low! 
B1o\\"lI1g their own trumpets, each in hi~ short time, 

they all passed away. Only a few slllall tokens of their 
works may now he found out hy lahorious researches in 

the pages of history or in, the broken frag-mellls of ruin,. 

My lord, to rerall the past is not 111 the power of 

an y one, not e\'t!ll in yours! 

\Jack again? By no means. 

Can ,theIr times come 

Think or the ease "r 
your own coming- to this country; you came, as it 

were, ()nly yest.:rday. yet six lWlg years htn~ passed 

since then! Think how mallY days hal'e already passed 
:;ince you came for a second time! It is thus, my lord, 
that years and flecades will palss. In the great ocean 
of time, human- age is smaller than the smallest drop. 

You do not ~ossess the power to live those past six 
years over ag-.lin or to undo what happened in their 

course. Two years YOU now have ill ,"our hand al1u 

)"ou" call do wbat you 'like during this p~riod. You can, 
.:f you like, draw the thirty (TOre souls I)f this country 

to ~'our side, gain. their affection and leave your name 
ill the History of India as one of tbe \)e"t of Vireroys ; 



o\' these two yeaTs will also pass away and with !nem 

your power to do anything also will end. 

The land did not go with Vikrama, Asoka or Akbar 
when they, died. Autangzeb or Allauddln pould not 
keep it ill their thumb, nor could Mahomed Timur or 
~adir carry 'it away on the backs ot'their camels and, 
elephants witl! their plunder. Similarly, Ill)' lord, the 
land in the future will not go away with anyone, how­
bn~r strong.or resolute one lIlay be. ProvIdence has 

\lOW placed the country in the hands of a nation which is 
famous all over the world for its intelligence, learning, 
power and influence. My lord, it is as the representative 
of that very nation that you rule rn-er this country. 

Xow, Ill)' lord, it rests '!ntirely in your hands to 
decide wha,t an: to he your duties towards the people of 
this country, the people who haye be~n in a Jitllcn concli­
lion for a thousand \ ears. Do you want that they 
should ronLlIJue in their downward course for another 
century or half a century ~ The utmost that ean be 

gained by· thro\\'ing it Imck is only this llIuch, that the 
whimsical and irresponsible acts of a few narrow minded 

rulers may go on unchecked for ""me time more 
thereby .• But the gain that lies in r!fising it and pro­
tecting it is incomparable with any thin". History will 

bear e\;dence that the Bdtish nation raised a fallen 
'country of three hundred million souls I 

My lord, you arc - at libtlrty to choose between 
tli{t3e two courses. Which \\;11 it ~ please? r~ 
push backward or to hetp' fotward ? 

(Stl.) SHIVA SHAMBHUSHAR.,Mt\. 
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SHIV A IllU.lDsSU'S LETTBR. 

THE END OF HOPE. 

My lord! your recent speeches June spoilt my plea­

slIre of intoxication. The favourite drink, Bhang-Sher­
bet, one or two palmfuls of which made Shi~'a Shambhu 

forget all worldl~' cares and anxieties, now fail, to 

attract the lllind. FastelH.!d with the rope called 
" hope," the world goes on. Everyone of the suller­

ill),!: humanity hopes to be relie\'ed one day of his suffer­

ings; the sick lI1al1 of his ,1!i1lllents, the prisoJler of his 

imprisonment, the debtor of his debts and the poor 

man of his povert~·. They may not be relieved of their 
trouble~ so long as they are in this land of tI,e living, 

but hope effects at least this much in them that they 
patiently endure their troubles till one day they are 
relieved of their miserable existence. But l/!as! who 

c.an describe their ~\golly when that hope abo i" 
broken? 

OJ, Woe to the 0.te of the lran:!ller who \s extremely 

tired and unablr- to proceed on his journey, although 
it is yet incomplete." 

My lord, all those fond hopes which the peopltl of 
tbis ~collntry entertained and all those bappy dreams 
~hich they dreamt when you ~anded on thl,l sllOres of 
Indi.a ag her, \1Ceroy have now fuUy vani$~,"away. 

For S/)me t.ime tlfcre could be seen ill.the c64mms .of the 



newspapets of this great city of ~cutta;'.91.'ICh stattlit,r 
news as that the Yiceroy was 'seen in diSguIse 

talking with 1\ WOr llldian at some street jUnction i ocr 
that His !:<:xcetlellcy vIsited some offices, saw the 
condition of the extremely hard-worked clerks and 
asked them many things, etc. etc. From all this, the Hfn­
dus began~t(; ant~cipate that perhaps al!lother Vikrama­

ditya had come to rule O\'er them, or perhaps they 
.were to live Akbar's time over again, and the Mahome­
dans thought: that perhaps the time of Caliph Harun-al­

Raschid had come. I cannot tell vou for certain whe­
t her or 110t the Parsis got sufficien~ opp~rt~ni~y to take 
~ou for their Xowsherwan. For, your lordship, by your 
actions, SIiiOll relieyed such men, who were so hasty in 
theirconclusions, oithe trou~e of building castles in the 
air. It tooi them only a few day5 to be lit to comprehend 
the fact that tIll' Viceroy wa, not of the colour and shape 
of \'ikral11 01 .\kbar Of Hanlll, anti that his wert~ some­
thing pe(~uliarJy his own, which agreed with those of 

, none else. 

My lord, there are two things in this country which 
have a very strange effect. 111e one is the climate of 
the country and the other is the sal~derived therefrom. 
Even in the driest of dry constitutions, the elimate 
causes a sort of saltiness to grow.,·The most curi­
ous part of the whole process is 'tbat the per$Ol1 

,remains always unconscious of the growth of the salti-
• !leSS. A Persian poet has said, that not even a green 

l.f. in India ill witbout sOllle salty propevty lh 

it, 'all if salt bas bee1l' 'sprinkled all PlCr the coun­
try~ . But ·Shhta Sbal1lbbu's conCiuJons are ,_ 



somewhat in advance. of the poet's. He believes the 

country is a large mine of salt and whoever falls into it 

hecomes salt. " Standing on the banks of ,the lake Sambar 

your lordsbip may see, if it . ever pleases your lord­
ship, that whatever falls in it is reduced into salt. Away 

from this climate, large ideas and rtJsoiutiollS present 

themselves before the mind, but immediately on contact 

with this climate they disappear. 

It is a matter of grtJat regret, my lord, that the efleet, 

of the climate has e\ tJll destroyed your powel to re­

member YOUI llwn past. Otherwise a l'omparsion in 

your own min(1 hetween as YOll were six year~ ago anll 

a~ you now are \\'ould ha, e staggered you, and in utter 

amazement ,'ou \I'ould ha, e exclaimed, "oh ! " hat haye I 
lJe('ome! .\;11 J ,till a,; J \\"~ before leadng England I(J}" 

ill(\ia '," Xu ,u,mer had you landed at BOIll/f,II' and set 

your loot Oil Indian soil fnr the first lime, than the climate 

began to assert its intluence upon you; and the first result 

was the annihilatlol1 of the independellce of theCalcutta 

Municipality. When that influence grew s1ronger, it 

came into your head, while administering relief to the 

lamine-stricken poor of the countr), that lllany of thost; 

who C'lme to th.:: relief works were 110t really poor, but 

th It attracted by £he liberal conditions of labour, they 

unnece..sarilytll,f,;!st themStllyes upon the generosity of 

the beni~n Government with the really famishing people. 

Thenceforth the condition of labour ,,'as made severe! 
• 

In this manner the intluence of the climate went on 

increasillg ao(\ YOIl then put II handage m'er your eyes 

against the famine stricken people and <'elebrated your 

Durqaf at Delhi 1 
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.To ,QJ'OWIl all, . last year you gav~ thel~''Cl~rc 
to understand'that there are se\tetal such offices whiblt the 
Europeans alone Ill"e, naturally and by their. birth 'light, 
entitled to get, and what the Government are already 
giving the Indians are more than they deserye by their 
abilitv. The people then understood that the climate 
of th~ country' had fully succeeded in putting its own 
hall-mark upon your lordship. 

• Your lordship then desired to· visit your own country, 
and the peopl~ thought it was all right that you were 
going; what was done was done; they would be free 
at least from the effects of the further developement of 
the climatic influence. But your lordship thought 
differently .• When in Korea. your lordship's age sud­
llenly increased by seven yeaf!. and you became a man 
of forty, rC* thought that il1~pite of your forty years, 

you looked two Of three and thirty owing" to the 

beautiful climatic influence of the place. But you have 
never been able to understand the effect nf the climate 
of this cquntry upon you. It wcnt with you to England 
and eXl'rte;l its inRnence a~ long as you were there in 
stich a degree that it fetched you back again to this 
country defying all obstacles in tRe "lY' 

:\fy lord, the salt of thiscountfy always' stands 
by its climate, for it is the produet eaf the climate. 
The effect of both therefore grows apace. First, it des­
troys conscience, then dispels aIlldndliness and magna­
nimity from the heart and eats up and· disges8:. ~11 
li~ism of ideas. Then, in the end, it binds the eyw 
with. ,a bandage, stopperstbe ears, d~ iu ~iCtint 

wherever it pleases by a fQPC!' 'passca thrOUfb:~ 
?i 



nose and' makes hil1l openly vilify this'country. It 
creates the habit of abusing the master and 'suI>porti!l 
and of btagWng of self. We too arll not wholly un"' 

affected by the effects of that salt. But our bones are 
made of it, anu so we can preserve our senses so far as 
to be able to feel the effects. We knew it full well that 

' should your lordship come out to India for a second 
time, you would at once fall mto its salt mine and be 

reduced into salt. We therefore wished that you hal1 
better not come out again. But we coul;! not help it ; 

you came and at once displayed tbe effect of the salt in 
your Council and COllvocation speeches: 

So long, Ill)' lonl, you \Yere engaged in preventing 
the people of this l'oulltrx ... from kllO\\ ing ord~'jal secretg, 
gettmg Illgh appollltl11f'llts, nnden;tandmg the means 

and sources of their own a(h',m('elllent~, receiving high 
education with ease and moving the parliament etc., 
fOT their TIghts and pTivileges ; in short, in doing all that 
lay in your power to retard the iT progress. But not con­
tent with that much, you hayc now begun trying Your 
hands on the :tuthontv of Gud ! 

My lord, C'allilldj in meeting the people of the country 
which has beclIt'vouchsafed a love of truth from tile 
begillllini( of crc'ltioll, where truth is regartled as God 

i1Iimit~bk, and dressed in the costume of the learned and 
wise men, you C'astigated them in their face as liars and 
as a 'z:ralty race of men. Consider how very dilij\Iaceftll it 
ls! .¥out lordship heW out YOt\f own country:tS the 
model of truthfulness. and the,t>eoJ>le {)f that countl1r 

Il& m~ of unc.uestiopable \eradty; may l ,ask if the 



best ~l1lpl" thereof is to be found iIi yo1U: lofd~ip 1,eJ{: 
really England were as your lordship repM!lellted htn'to: 
bel and India a country of false and crafty 1ilen as your 
lordship said, wou'd it be right and consistent with good 
taste to speak of it in the fashion you did ! Is·it be­
coming orthe really good and truthful to kick the fallen? 
Is it any proof' of one's own truthfulness,while trying 

to prove the4sa~e, to call others untruthful? 

• My lord, since forgetting your own position as the 
ruler, you h~rt the feelings of the people of t.his 
country, it would not be, I suppOl'!e, deemed impertinent, 
to say a word or two. You must know, my lord, that 
tbe difference between the conditions of the conquered 
and the coaqueror is not small. Can the veracity of 
the people of India whIch h!s been rolling unde~ the 
feet of fOretgu conquerors for a thousand years, be like 
that of the people of England f If, like England, 
India were an independent ('ountry under an Indian 
sovereign, and you could prove the \'eracity of your 
countrYUle~ to be greater than that of the people Qf. this 
country, then of course it would be a victory for you, 

Remember the days when the land of the English' 
people was in the possession of forei~ers and cQIIsitier 
what was the moral condition of your countrymen then. 
India is a coulltry which has not fallen f~ truth jn~pite 
of its having been trodden down by 'foreigners for a 
thousand years. If either Europe or England wctF to 
-r~in under an alien rule fot ortly ten years, then you 
coutd understand how ~perior iY~ countrymell are ~ 
n:spcct of mor,ality rwd trUthfulness I . Cap- 'the conmry 
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of which Karma (deeds) is the guidin~ .principle, 
ever become untruthful ? 

Your countrymen live.in large ·mansions in this 
country and enjoy whatever is to their taste and 
liking. India is the land of your enjoyment and 
luxury. But millions of this country who have 
taken th-eir birth in this land wonder here and 
there like stray dogs and die Neither d~ they possess 

a few cubits of land to sit upon, nor ha~'e they enough 
to eat their till. Clad JIJ dirty rags, they pass their days 
and falliug down somewhere. or other they bid a sllent 
adieu to this world! In the cold blast that has recently 
passed over the country, many a life has been lost to the 
country here and there, Do they ever s~, inspite of 
all such sufferings and de"lrths that their misery is owing 
to the sins of their rulers! My lord, they'are firm be­
believers in karma and they leel that all their trouble~ 
and miseries are the consequences of their own past 

deeds, and they blame no one else! Alas' my lord, 
these are the people' whom you call crafty .• 

~e\er, since you came to this country, have you 
. thought of the poor; never have you taken the con­
dition of the h~hger stricken people into your. consi· 
deration; nor to have YOll ever so much as said a' few 
pleasing and sweet words by way of encouragement ; 
then, in exehange of wha.t kindness, my lord, do you 
no"," vilify them f Dependence causes a severe wound 
in the minds of meIl. But Queen Victoria's kind treat· 
'ment made the people of this country almost forgA the 
pains o! that "wound. The Indian people l()OJ(ed upon 



her as a mother. N ow their love and admiration fur Mt 
son, Emperor Edw,~, ¥f.'l, 'Wi", ~ muCh. It is ~erY 
unfortunate, my. lord, that being the ~pteseirtative 
of that very ~mperor, you have become so very~',un­

pOp1l1ar. My lord, neither do you want the people of 
this country, nor do they want'you. Yet, you are the 
ruler of the cOuntry, not only for once, but for a second 
time. 

Thinking ;md thinking o\'er all this, tilis hall~old 

Bhang-eating Brahmin's pleasure of intoxIcation is 
getting spoilt. 

( SU,) SHIVA SHAMBHU SHARMA. 



Having adtink of his ven1al Bhang-Sherbet prepart)d 

in orahge syrup an~l saffron, ShivR Shambhu was 

Iring on his charpoy and giving way to emotions of 

pleasure. The reins of the horse of imagination were 

let loose and it was frolicking freely, a, it were, by leaps 

and bounds. His hands and feet wert: also enjoying the 

fullest freedom and were lying beyond tIre limits of tne 

length and breadth of the c\t;l1-poy. Thus, for some 

lime Shannaji's body was on the rharpoy and his 
thoughts in some other world. 

~udde\lly, hi, re,-eries \1 ere broken ill ullon by the 

sweet sOllnds 01 J1Iusic an'a rotHI, as he \\"a" of it, Shi,a 
Shambhu got lip 011 his charpoy and begall io hear with 

rapt attention. The ,Ollllds of the li)l1owing sweet song­

were pouring- the hea\'enl)" nectar in his ears. 

"Let us go ill1d play huh to-day at Kanhya's house." 

(Chalo, dlalu 1/) kJu'I"1I hO/I, A)tatlharya gJIflY.) 

Coming out of hb room he ~tood 1m the Yerandah. 

It ~eltled there l'-as a musical party going- on at some 

rich man's house in the neig-hbourhood. Some expert 

lUusicillll might be ~illgiJ1g that hull song, keeping time 

with the sweet sounds of some musical instrument. 

He further saw, that the weather was inclement with 

tl~;les lightning every now and then and continuous 

tlrizzlin~. Thi~ conversion of the spring inoo the wet 

season of S"a1'an somewhat perpleXed his thoughts and 

he began reiohinl{ ill his mind whether ,the singer 



~~ld have sung IIUllar ()f ha/i. " It was, he ,j:lt;,' t'be 
bngltt fortniRhl of :PJra/.g#n wbi<ln beralded the approach , ' 

of the spring; wfty should IlOii be SUtl~ then f ' The 
mistake however lay, not with the singer, but with Gdd 
Himself Who turned the spring into St:QI'an. Whereas 
it should now have been shining moon light nights with 

the cool and pure soutbeOl breeze and the musical notes 
of the nightingale. it was in reality as dark alld stonny 

a" the nights r{ Bhadra, Oh! wl\at a sad change of 

!'eason? 
He dismissed an these thoughts and the considera­

tion of the meaning and sense of the song now occupied 
his mind, "Let us go to play hoI! at };a7l/~\'a 's house" 
thal was W~lt the holi players .. were sayin~, Who was 
Kanhya -: No other than the son of the King of Brajn. 
And who w@re the players ~ His subjects, the tnilkmen 
(lfthe Kinguom of Bmja, Shh'a Shambhu felt still more 

perplexed and wondered, "was there eyer a time in India 
when the subject people used to go to their sovereign's 
house to play IlIIli and when the rulers and the ruled 

mixed up with each other and shared in t!ach other's 
amusements? Was there ever a time in India when 
the rulers considered the happiness of-the subjects as 
their OW11 happiness? ~upposing, ~owever, Shiva 
Shambhu were to go tlHlay in {;Ompany~f some friends 

with Abir, Grtla/and syringe in hand to play holi at bill 
sovereign's house j where ,",'as he then to go r 
The sovereign is in ,a distant country, aOtoss se~n 
vceans ; we haYe only hea.rd his name, neither has' 
Shiva Shlmbh\l ~er ! seen bis soverelp Bor the 
!Ov~ Sbfva :. ~bu. There is 110· ,king 'h~ 



but he has sent his reprcsentath-c to India. Krishna 
is in Dwarka4ut he has sent Uddhava as his re­
presentative .for the satisfaction of the 'people of Bmja. 
May nQt Shiva Shambhu go to that repreS6l1tative's 
house to pia)' "ali there ? 

Ah 1 it is only a drunken man's idea and is as ridi· 
culous as that singing of the holl song in the rainy 
weather! But what was the' fault of the singer in it? 
He was singing just as fitted in with the Season. Is the 
singer to sing Malar in spring if the weather happens 
to be rainy and stormy like the wet season ? 

Really the question is a pU7.zling one. There is 
Krishml and there is Udgha,'a-but the E .. aja pel)ple 
ean approaeh neither of them. There is the sovereign 
and there is his represent,ltiYe, but the ~\1bjects have 
no Recess to them. There is the sun-but !10 rays, 
there is the moon-hut no light. My lord is in the cit)', 

hut ShivR Shamhllu cannot e"en so l11ueh as go to his 
gates, to say nothing of playing Jwll in, his house. 
The words of the l>ubject people cannot reach my lord's 
house, not even a scent of it, His klrdship has not 
("onnected his hetl room, as Shah Jehan did, with out· 
side by a c,hai~l,('by pulling which the subjects mayap­
proach him to tell him tlleir grievances; nor is there 
any hope of his doing so in future. Neither does he 
understand the language of the subjects, nor do they un­
deT~tand,,his. Neither does he understand nor wants to 

understand the mind of the people, and on. -,the other 
hand, the NOPle cannot understand his minli :nor have 

. ." th~'any means to l1Ilderstand it. - Very 'I'Iliely can ~ 
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be seen. Like the second night's moon of the bright 
fortnight, hN face mayor may not be seen even' by lOllg 
straining of th~eyes. 

If seen, the people point to him "there" with 
their fingur~s. Even for the secOiHj moon of the bright 
fortnight, there is a fixed time to rise, by which the 
poople can know, but there is no such fixity of time for 
the rise of the moon of my lord's face! Now, does my 
lord ever relnember or think of the people of this country, 
as they wait with silent and anxious gaze to have a view 
of his face, or as ~hiva Shambhu desires in his heart' of 
hearts to play holl with the "my lord" of his country? 
Voes it.ever occur to his lordship's mind to meet any 
one of the people, o\'er wh.se destiny he has come to 
preside ;w1cl to ask him his mind or to probe into it by 
means of amusement? To remind my lord of his duty 
is to show lig-ht to the sun . He has himself decJcred, 
that he has come out again for the sake of duty and 
that he dearly lo\'es the country. The question of 
dllty and love is settled with his lordship'S speech and 
the~e is hardly any need of raising the dispute again . 
Yet, howeyer, the question naturally arises in the mind, 
whether to let the subject people a~roach his lordship 
and to know their minds,falls within Jhe bounds of that 
duty or not? If so, can his lordship say what has he 
known of this country during his long reign of six years 
and what has been his relation with the people ~y that 

knowledge of hJs ? 

Has my lotd ever, eVIlll out of forgetfluness, 891ced the 
watchmen, who with PPf($ on their h&ds al1d bayonets 

6 



in hand, ate always to be seen standin~ at the gates of 
the Government House like so many wooden dolls or 

moving to and"fro like mere :;h~dows, hu he asked them 

how they spend. their days? Has he ever enquired 

of any of his Indian, peons or nIels, how are they 
going on or what is the real condition of their country, 
or what do their countrymen think of the British rule? 

Have these lower sen'ants ever heen so fortunate as to 

hear the sweet sounds of the wonb uttered by his lord· 
ship's own lips, or do the warhlin,gs of the i)irds in the 

trees and pbnls of the Government HOllse garden only 
reach their ears? Has his lonbhip e"cl made time for 
himself to h;1\ e a talk with all\' 1I1al/ of thi, countr\' 

either prh'atch' or 111 al1\' of hi. nt1ling-~ " 

Or ha, hi, lordship e\cr, hy (';llllJlg to hi" ,housc an\' 

stich independent and \\'<:II informc,l Indian gentleman 
who (Io<:s not seek 1~\\our at his h,lTHb, attempted to 

acquaint himself with the real "iews of the country? 
or, excepting- to those who come forward to bend their 
heads down and make salaams, ha, his lordship ever 
taken the trouble durin,:: his tour in the Xati,c St,ltes 
to enquire anything of or speak tft any Indian of inde­

pellt1ent circu11lst~nces? It i, said that his lordship 
has visited e"erv neck and ('orner of Calcutta; that 

, , 
neither in the interim nor in the frontiers of India, ha~ 

his lordship left a place unseen. Many people thought 

so, But the proofs which my lord ga"e of his experi­
ence in the ron\'ocation of the Calcutta University, 

II 

'iNessed in the costume of its chancellor, ba\'e made it 
clear that tht' eyes with which my lord" saw, had not 

the p,<>wer to take a correct Yiew ofthi, country, 



Entire India apart, thert! are so many things worth 
seeing in this city of Calcutta itself, that from a careful 

and minutt! in~ction of them, a go~ deal may be 
understood of matters tndian. The six years of my 
lord's rule bave been passed ill erecting an obelisk in 
memory of Holwell, in finding out the site of the Black­

hole, in dis~ussing the demolishing of the Ochterloney 
monument in the maidan to build the Victoria memo­
rial there and in arranging for the better lighting of 
the streets "around the Govcmment House, as well as 

for the construction Df better footpaths and better 
thoroughfan:s there. The st!cond term is also being 
passed in similar works. Possibly in this term of ofike 
also, some Illore big and wide thoroughfares wiII be 
('ut thro~lgh the European.quarters of the town which 
his lord~l~ip !<l\"es s() well, and the limits of the hea,"en­

like neighbourhood of the ctovemmcnt House will be 

furthel exttnded" nul the town is as dark as eyer, 
for, to sec it as it really is. one must ha,"e another sort 

of eyes, and so long as that sort of cyes does not open, 
the (own must remain dark. 

If my lord were to go one day with Shiva Shatnbhu 

to Ybit the condition of the tOW\1, ~he sight of lakhs of 

the subject people rotting in dirty, dtlapidated huts, like 
herds of sheep or swine, would meet "lis eyes. 

Filthy and decomposed water is flowing in the 
drains arollnd those huts, giving off an unbearabl~ i~tid 
smell ani.l heap\ of dirt and rubbish and refuse are lying 
all around. They ha'"e no other cO\"ering on their b<tir 
than dirt~· anthom rags and maily of/them have Itot 



known in their lives wl1at it is to have a fullm,eal a day, 

or a full piece of cloth to con~T the body with. In the 

\dnter, they a;e to be seen tottering an~ shivering with 

cold ; in the summer, wanderirt!( in the streets and lying 

down to' rest somewhere or other ; and in the rainy 

weather, dO\\"n with skkness, in thu;c dam~ and rotten 
huts. ,Ill short, in the height of every season, they are 

the first to accompany death and death i;. their only 

friend who takes pity upon their condition and relieves 

them hurriedly uf their sufferings f1'Om the (liseasc of' 

their miserable existence, 

But is there no greater sight to see? Ye" there is, 
But it requires a little more patience to sec it All 

elephant cannot t~ke up with its trunk the"gTaim of 

sugar scattered ill sand; :llat is wanted for the ]'ur­
!'Ose is the ant's tongue. In this city of Cal(:uUa, thi;, 

~. of palaces, and alTlollg the subjed people uIIder Illy 

lord's rule, there are thouballds who han; not e\ ell it 

dirty hut to liYe in. \Vandering from ~treet to ,trl!cl, 

they lie down at last wheren!r they lind a little 'pace, 

and smarting- under the blow of the policeman ';, haton, 
they remove somewhere else; and it is on the streets 
that they fall duw", in illness and )(ive up the ghost. 

Lighting a fire, s0111etimcs they lie down in the open 
land and sometinfus they spend their nights sitting by 

the fire side of the conJectioner's shop. 

, t>t'ad bodies of sllch men are found lying- iJ) variolls 
places and retnoved by the police al111Cl'it every day, hut 

'""to is tf) tell 111)' lord of the miseries ~f these men? 
During tIle DeJi.,j Durbar, when the wealth Qfthe wbole 
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of India was gathered there, hundreds of such, tnel1 

cOI,Ild be seen lying in the streets of Delhi : but there 
was none to look.at them. Could my 10r~llce have a 
look at them, then it migfit be asked if those men also 
were the citizens of the British Empire? If s~, then 
my lord could pc asked to kindly ascertain their where· 
abouts or where were their homes, and what was their 
relation with the Briti~h l<:mpire. How were they to 
addres~ their sovereign and his representative ~ What 

,~'as to be their word of blessin~ to the British Empire? 
Was it to be that "blessed be the cmpire in whit~h wc. 
haye not an inch of land to cal1 our own, though that is 
the land of our birth i in which \\'e can not get even a 
piece of so.did rag to ('over the body with or a suffi· 

ciency of food with which tl1'fil1 this unlucky belly?" 
Yet, the renresen lath e or the sOI"ereign of that country 
st.arted a protession 01 elephants wit.h ~l large umbrella 
overhead and fam, at hi. ,ide, anrl trumpeted forth 
among hI> countrymen the prosperity of the people 
thereol ! 

There are millions of such people in tllis cOllntry 
who, when they happen to llleet somewhere in tht: 

1l10MIing or evening, talk of Maharaja 'Vikramaditya or 
. I II 

recIte .t Ie eulogies of such other kings,and emperors 
who, either to alleviate the miseries of the poor sub· 
jects, or to ascertain their wants, l1~OO to go out at 
night in disguise. They divert their minds by J,l." 
reciiation of stories of Akbar's solicitude for the wel. 

fare of his SUbjects, as well as of Birbal's regard for'" 

~Ub~ic ~tisfaction; and they believe that Jlhose days of 
JU$tlce and ha p,piness are ~ol1e! The Earth JWes 



44 

not now produce such kings who used tp visit the 
peoples' homes to enquire into their condition. Of course 
the people"Anew Queen Victoria aJld that she was 
their s,overeigll and they alSO know that her S011 has 

now become theidord and sovereign in her place. 

But they are not aware that their sovereign has a 
representative in this c:ountry \I'ho is all in all in res, 

pert of the administration of the' country; that at 

times he boasts of his rule oyer thege thirty crOTe souls, 
(>I" that II ithout eyer doillg' any thing for the good of 

the eountry, he ,ilities the peuple, whenever it please~ 

hill! to do ;'0, as wily and untruthful. 

I'ondeling ()leT thes~. l;lCls, ::-Ihim Shlfmbhu now 
leds conyinced that th~ da~" 01 the ruler, and the 

l'uletl mixing with each other to play !i(lll al'e dead and 

gone long ago. What still remained of those by-gone 

tin1l's. ended with the lire of i'vIalmr;lJa Ranbir Singha 

of Cashmere. There i~ Imrdl)' any hope of those day~ 

returning soun, ("r, the people or the country are not 

lucky enuugh for the purpose. SUllilarly, the rulers loo 
are lIot lucky enough to bl:! ahlc to appredate or to 
)folin the .llUll1bk Ion: and afiedioll of the subject 

people. !'iy )or~l may have a beautilully illustnlted, 

eleg-dnt histor~\"\\Titten of his administration; what cares 

he of the \()\'e of the people? Yet, this Bhang-eat ing 
~Id man begs to approach his lordShip with this request, 

that he would be pleased to remember this eager. ex­
. pet·taut of a holl play at hisgates at lea;;t as a mad man, 

if not as lillY thing else. He holds the brief on behalf 

of, the dumb people under his lordship's rule for 
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\\'hom. my lord will do nothinl( tin they are suffiQjentty 
edueated to plead their own cal1se, 

"To the Sultan's attendants 

who will cause to reach this prayer, 

In thaIfks for sovereignty, 

drive not away the beggar," 

(Sd. ) SHIV:\ SHAMBHV SHARMA. 


