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EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION IN 
SCIENCE AND CIVIC LIFE 

TTle doctrine of Evolution is a very old one. It was 
known to the ancient philosophers of India and 
Greece and also to some of the poets of ancient 
Europe. But although it is an old doC'triot!, it has 
been clearlv en uncia ted only since the middle of the 
nineteenth-century. In its present form the doctrine 
is associated with the name of Darwin. It has been 
attempted to apply it equally to the physical, animal, 
vegetable, and even mineral worlds. Of every branch 
of science-mental, ·moral and physical, it has been 
considered to be a fundamental conception. 

, For over a quarter of a century, the doctrine as 
enunciated and elucidated by Darwin held its ground 
almost quite unchallenged-being accepted by the 
leading scientists of every country of the West. But 
sincethe last two decades or so, there have been some 
scientists who do not accept Darwinism in its entirety. 
Evolution according to Darwin may be defined to be 
con tinuous varia t;on brough t a bou t by several circum­
stances. But there arc now several scientists who 
hold that continuous variation does not satisfacto­
rily account for all the phenomena of EVolution. 
Francis Galton, in his paper on "Discontinuity in 
Evolution," publisbed in Mind, Vol. III, believes 
in spurts or sudden leaps being "competent to mould 
races without any help whatever from the process of 
selection, whetber natural or sexual." 

Again in the same paPf:r, referring to discontinu­
ous or what he calls transilient vari'ltion, h~ says :-

"A leap baa takeo place loto a Dew po_ition of .tability. I am 
Doable to cooeeivc tbe pOHibility of Byolatiollary prograe escept 
by tratIIilieacea. for, il they _re mere di "er~D«8, eadi .abw, 
qaent areneration W01I1I» tead to regnN bac\ward toward the 
typical centre, and the &lvaoee wbich bal been made 'Would be 
temporary aDd could Dot be maintained." 
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Another writer, Mr. William Bateson, believes that 
discontinuous variations are the all.important means 
of organic evolution. 

It is not necessary to quote other scientific authors 
whose exprellSed views coincide with 'the above. 
Evolution if2 the Darwinian sense of the term w~ 
not satisfactorily explain the phenomena of geolo cal 
formations. Thus, for instance, we may concei e as 
possible the formation of a mountain by the piling up 
of atoms of sand or earth being accomplished in the 
course of centuries or thousands-or may be, millions 
of centuries. The formation of a mountain by the 
above process is quite possible. But it may be defini· 
tely stated that as a matter of fact no mountain was 
ever formed by the above process. The above 1?,rocess 
may account for the formation of mounds or hillocks, 
but not of mountains. Mountains are brought into 
existence by the sudden or steady \1pward pressure 
of underground forces and not by a slow proces!; 
of accumulations. 

The Darwinian theory of Evolution would not also 
~atjsfactorily account for the progress of human 
societv. To a certain extent social progress may 
be Achieved by evolution. But it does 110t reach its 
bighest development by that process. As under· 
ground pressure lifts a mountain to its eminence, so 
a society reaches its height by n process analogous 
to the play of underground forces or volcanic 
eruption. That process iR revolution. -Prince 
Kropotkin, the Russian exile and revolutioniflt, 
defints revolution to be "rapid evolution," for he 
S8.ys that-

"anolutionl-that is, ~riod. of ae~lerated rapid evolution 
aad rapid cbangta-are all much in th~ natare of human societ:v 
at tbe.low evolutIon wbieh ineu •• ntly floe. on now a.mong tht 
d-?ilised rA~1 of mankind. And each time that luch a J'Criod of 
acceTetRted "olutloa and recna.traction on a grand scale begin" 
civil war ill liable to break oat on a ~all or large ICalC.'''' 

Ac~ordin« to Edgar Quinet-
·'~u revolutllt-' are th~ promitlellt aud eztduring JaDdmarb 

Oft tbt bigbwa, of the .arld, tar ta-1above .11 .. rroa~ibK 

Memoirs of • Revo/lltioudt, p. 290. 
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ob,jecb, poiutiog to tile progrelll cot of particular tlatioatl but of 
lM human r-=e." 

But while attention has been paid to the study of 
the laws which govern evolutioo, no attempt hall 

~
t been made to study the cirtamstances wbich 
. ng about revolutions. 

hen human society has evolved, that ill, made 
progress to a certain extent, and when some ferment 
has been introduced into it, the further progress of 
society does not follo~ the line of "continuotJs varia­
tion," but of "discontinuous variation." that is, of 
sudden leaps. The ferment may be generated within 
or introduced from without. 'the ferment ill oftbe 
sbape of a high ideal, it may be religious, political, 
or social. The revolution tak~s place when there is 
no safety-valve for the escape of the gases generated 
by the action of the ferment. The proper name for 
the social safety-valve is Liberty. Prof. Sheldon 
Amos, in his treatise on tbe Science of Law, says 
that 

"Liberty, in itself, ill a negative term denoting abllence of 
restrainte ; on it. positive side it denote. the fallne •• of individaal 
ai.tence." 

It is when liberty in any sphere oflife is curtailed, 
or the safety-valve closed. that the occnrrence of a 
revoltltion becomes possible. For, to quote the 
above-mentioned jurist, Jiberty 

"imp\ie' reat, meditation, imagination, .Iow and ateady cultare 
of the facultira, combination! and a •• ceiatioDe for all Borte of 
purposes and elpecially that .Iowly formed belief in the certain 
power of carrying relolutionl into action on which 10 much 'Of 
humau great_ depend II. 

From their very nature, revolutioDS have Dot been 
generally accomplished without violence, becau.e 
they mean a resistance to exi.ting circumstances, add 
the,. try to rtltore liberty. The French Revolution 
i. otten used 8S an illustration of a typical revolu tioo, 
for it lW~pt a:wav every VHtige of the old. Kinplty, 
.peaking 0{ the Freach Revolutioo, IP-Y' :-

'·'Sltt .• lde b7 ~df!.alb the 4eath. Jthete ",.. manifold fUtb 
IiffI ; aide by ti4e willa t~ dec.,. t1&uc ", .. .ctive gro.th I .ide 



4 TOWA1lDS ROIIB ItULE 

by .ide with them. fOltered by them. though gtoera\Jy in .trong 
oppOIition to them, whetber CODICion. or UQCllnlCioUI." 

Again, he says that the French Revolution pro­
claimed the doctrine that-

"In each man there i8 a God-given individuality, an independ"" 
ent .ou1. which no government or man has a right to crush, ll'! 
can crn.h, in the long run." 

But "discontinuous variation" in social or pdliti­
cal progress does not necessarily mean revolution. 
It is a sudden leap "competent to mould races with­
out any help whatever from the process of selection." 

Sir Henry Howortb, K.C.I.E., in bis address deliver­
ed a~ prp<;;r1ent at the Shrewsbury meeting of the 
Arcbreological Institute, July 24, 1894, and printed 
in The Antiqua.ry, London, September, 1894, said :-

"We talk of a Stone age, of a Bronze age, Rnd of an Iron age, 
and these are excellent terms when we apply them to some parti­
cular area, like Scandinavia, t<' which they were first applied; but 
they are misleading when universal1y applied, Many savage. are 
still living, or were quite recently, in the Stone Age, the Shell age 
or the Wooden age ...... while alongside of them w~re living the 
emigrants from Europe, who were not only living in the Iron age, 
but had learned to harnclIs steam to iron, and to multiply humaR 
labor tenfold. Not only so, but it is obviou!I in such cases that 
thcre may be a grcatjumo in civilisation from a very low to a 
verI" high step on the ladder without tbe necessity, at' the possi­
bility even, of intermediate steps, A Bronze age or a Copper age 
i, not at alllikcly to intervene between the hewers of rude stoncs 
or of polished atones ill the Pacific and in many parts of America 
and their adoption of iron ...... 

Wen, this is a very good illustration of what may 
be .properly called 'discontinuous variation' in the 
evolutton of civilization. 

Great stress should be laid on "discontinuous 
variation" as a means of progress; for in India, 
Anglo-Indians al'e never tired of telling the people of 
this country that they are not yet fitted to enjoy the 
representative or parliamentary form of Government. 
because they have not .pa.ssed through all those 
stages of society which England anll other countries 
of Europe have done. Ta.king it for granted that 
their statementrof facts is accul'\\te, it i. necessary 
to remind them that Evolution ddts not oecessarily 



SOCIAL AND .~LlTICAL' BVOLU'I'ION 

mean "continuous variations." It also means "di.s­
continuous vAriations"-a fact which was not lost 
sight of even by Darwin bimself. 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL EVOLUTION 
One often bears Anglo-Indians say that the ~op)e 

of India have not yet evolved sufficiently to be fit for 
representative ~overnment. Those who say so' do 
not seem to fully understand what they mean by 
"Evolution". To quote an American author :-

"Then have alwaYI been word. ill our language which, be­
caullf' they covered a great deal of grouud, and because we knew 
very little about the ground thcy covered, have proved conve­
nient labd. behind whiCh to m811k ignorance. Not long ago every­
thing that we did Dot uuderstand about the influence of one mind 
upon another we called 'magnetism' ; now that we know enough 
about magnctism to make this no loofter po •• ible, we calJ it 'tele­
pathy'. So of old, whenever any man de.ired to d!mounce a 
cnltom or a law without being able to lay why, be characteri.ed 
it 81, 'contrary to Nature'; to-day it i. more the fashion to .ay 
that it is contrary to the principle. of 'Evolution' ; tiot becaUle of 
a laudable desire to avoid the cOlltradictioll1 contained in the 
word 'nature', but rather because the word evolution lounds 
more mod~rD and more wise." P. 13 of KelJY'1 Governmeat or 
Human EvoiutiolJ. 

Further on the same writer says :-
" ...... Evolution ha. b4:come unfortuoately .yoon1mol1_ In the: 

minds of many readers with that of development, and, alai! 
nollltion i. often the diametrical 0PPOIlte of development. 
l>e-feloptDent includes the idea of improvemeut; evolution in­
.clodea both the: idea of improvement and that of degeneration_ 
DeveloplI)ent include. tbe idea of progre.. from limpte to 
complex fuuction-from tlJe .ingle cell of the protozoon to the 
multit1tciinoDtl celli of mao. Evolution, 011 the cDutrary. include. 
the idea of deseuuatioQ from the: large-.winged bird. tbat Bew 
aftr vaat lea .paces to the: .mall-wi_ged· bird •• which. "ropl 
beuuac the, inhabited illalldl 110 far out to Ita that aisbt .... 

. d~ger01ll. gradually lOit _their winp b1.dill1;H; from Ute filth 
wsth eyee of ollr 11lif'ee nTU. to t~ ah wltbol1t '1. of the 
e • .,. of KCIdIIclI,J. 
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"But £'t'olatioa ipvolvel I"" mwc. deaeaet&tioD thu ~. 
for if the environmeot be tufticieatlr ufavorable, the degenera­
tion proceed. to the point of destruction, u in the Arctic regi6rlI, 
1ihere mOil alone .uniVel, ...... And it is illtereetlug to note ho .. 
It il that eTolution baa erroneoully come to be synonymoul 
with development. Evolution il not unlike the famoua dueUiat. 
wbo, beinA' charged opon hi. death-btd to forgive bis enemies," 
aua.ered, "1 bave killed them all." But ahe Is more bypOCTitiC~ 
for .be hold a tip to our admiratiou her few IUcceuea and sp~ld; 
her akirtl before her many failurel; and 10, inumuch aa we have 
bdol'e our eye. only those forma of life which have graduated 
from Nature's uncr.nny school in an environment which b .. been 
propitioDs to advan~ment. we ... ociate progre .. and develop­
ment with evolution, forgetting that, in Ie .. propitioul environ­
ment.. the lifeleu desert and the eternal Inow tell a different 
.tory." Kelly'. Governmetrt or Human Evolution, pp. 66-67. 

EVOLUTION OF NA Tt1RE AND OF MAN. 

That there is difference between the evolution of 
Nature and that of man has been very clearly point­
ed out by the above-mentioned writer :-

"The kingdom of Nature i. governed by tbe law of evolution; 
the kingdom of man by the law of effort; and effort I. btst exercis­
ed tbrough the facult,. wbich man baa developed of reaiating 
certain tendenciel in N"ture, and creatiug an enviroument not 
only di&ereut from, but oppo.ed to, that furnished by Nature 
alone." P . 120. 

Again he writes ;-
"The notutiou of Nature involves the lapse of interminable 

yean: that of man may. if wiee enough. be shortened by 
ciJort." P. 34.8. 

EVOLUTION, DARWINL\N AND MODERN. 

. In the paper on "Evolution and Revolution in 
Science and Politics" we have pointed out that the 
Darwinian idea of evolution is not the creed of the 
acitntilts of to -day. Thus to quote De Vries;-

"ODe f)f the greateat objeetlou to Ute DanriD.i&ll tbeor.1 ·of 
dncmt ariIee from 'the IeoRth of time it wcndd require if aD 
noJation ... to be ezplalDetl OD tlte grouDd 01 .so.. iuJd nearly 
iantible Cll&ll1(8. Thil di!icutty .. at oace met &lid fully ht­
mouted by the Jt,.,wth. of periodleal bat ndden aad quite 
aotkeable .tqa.. ThIs ... mptl_ requi .... 0II1y .liaittd 1ualiaber 
of mutative periods, which mia'bt weiJ.~ wtt.llia the time-
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CONSTRUCTION. 

T 

Bat human society is not 10 much the outcome of 
gt'bwth as of construction. So, to quote the Ameri­
can writer Kelly again: 

"Growth i. casy, cODltraction is ditlietalt. Growth belollll to 
Nature; cODltructioD to Art. Gro~th i. accompli.hed lor a. I 
con.truction i. accomplilbed ouly by ollnelva. Coaltruction 
i8 the Ir0.pd 01 cffort ; growth II the goepel of ,1.u.a fair." Ibid. 
pp.257-258. 

If human society is the result of construction. 10 
is human government. 

"Eluman government i. purposive. Dot merely iUltiaetlYe. It 
is tbe result of intellectual effort. Dot that of mere habit; aDd it 
i. intellectual effort enga~ed in making i~ own eDvironDSellt 
and DO loojler tM uDconSClOU. reeult of the eayiroDment (gral.bed 
by Nature." P.218. 

In the state of Nature. if tbe environment be 
favorable. then tbere is progress, if unfavorable, then 
there is degeneration. But in the case of man, 

" .. ... .it il by resisting the cnvirpnment that maD hal .tt4U~ 
tbole qualitics of mind and heart which diftereDtiate him trom 
other animals. aad not by yielding to it J aad mall progftlee& 
on the principle o{ resi.taDce and not au that of adaptation. 
Evolution produced the ape ; effort hal prodIJced man." P.98. • 

It is not 80 much by evolution as by effort that 
social progress takes place. The eame writ.r has 
pointed out that- . 

-''Society i. not an organilm. 
"(t dlfferl (rom an organi.1D in the foUowing HRIJtlaI partie 

cala ... : 
"The Qlli~ of all organi.m have DO iDdiyidaat exi.tence ; th.,. 

are par~ _ntial to tbe whole aod tI:l.t for the lake oftbe 
.holl:. 

"Tbe ait. of a lIOcirly have au hldlrid .. a) ez~DU. 
"Sow D~rI'y • gonntmtllt caD attaill·-periectiOI), depeadl 
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apoD the iadiridual character of thole eobject to it ;' ADd -how 
nearly the individual character can actaia perJ'ection depeoM t:o a 
Ilreat extent upou the government to which it il lubjectcd. 
Theile two factorl cannot be trea.ted apart: one is a fuuction of 
ihe otber." -

And so even if it 'be taken for gra\1ted that w~ 
have not "evolved" sufficiently in the right directio.Jt 
to be fit for even a qualified form of self.governmeJft; 
our Government is to blame to a very great extent 
for such a state of things. 

PReGRBSS AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. 

There can be no progress unless the economic con· 
Jitions of a society are bettered. The celebrated 
founder of continental socialism Karl Marx's pro­
position was 
"that in every historical epoch the ?revailing mode of economic 
production and exchange. and the social onlanization necetlarily 
foUowin, from It. (orm the basi, upon which it il built up. and 
from which alone can be explained the political and intell~tual 
hiltory ofthat epoch." 

Again, he wrote :-
"Social life at anyone time it the result of an economic 

evoJatioD." 

Demolins. a French writer, maintains that the 
majority of different racial characteristics are the 
results of socio-economic changes, which are them· 
selves referable to physico-economic causes. 

Prof. Seligman also write. that 
"The more civilized the society, the more ethical il its mode of 

life. But to become more civilized, to permit the moral ideal. 
to peccoJate through contiou",Uy lower atrata of the poplllatioD. 
we malt have an economic balis to reader it postible. With 
every improvemeot in the material coadition of the great mats 
of tlie popUlation there will be aa opportunity (or the ua(oldinlf 
of a higher moral life; but not aatil the ecoaomic condith)DI 
of lociet,. beeome far more ideal will the ethical developmeat nf 
tbe i.,dividaal have a free field for limitl"1 progreet." Sel~man's 
BcoDOmic IaterpreUttioD of History. p. 132 . 

... • in the recorda of the pat. the moral uplift of hamanity 
Au beea c10tely COllVF.ted witlt it. locial aud ecoaomic progreM 
aD4 t.hat the ethical IIleal' of the commul'¥t1. wlW;h can aioae 
briag about u,. laatiag advance in clWl&&tion, h&~ beeo 
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erected Ju and nnder«lJ.0uibie by. the loUd fOUlllktjon of 
materitJ proeperity." 10', pp. 188-1M. 

What progress ,or socifll evolution for the better 
is possible under the present dept"eSsed economic coo­
dition of the Indian people? Writes Seligman: 
r "If blatory teaches anything at all, it II that the economic 
cbanlilel transform lociety b,v slow and gradual 'tepa." 

Tbe contention of our Anglo-Indian friends then 
that Jndian society has oot evolved to be fit for 
representative government hasnolegs to stand upon. 
It is absurd to prophesy that Indians will be 6t fOT 
such a government after 500 years. If in nature evo­
lution is accomplished by mutation, in human 
society progress takes place by "effort" and "revol. 
ution" in the sense of rapid development; for it it be 
true, as Prof. Seligman in his Economic Interpnta-
tion of History (p. 129) writes, that- . 

"all progress conei.ts in tbe attempt to realize the uuattllil1-
able,-tbe ideal. tbe morally pc::rfect." 

it can only be effected by eftort and not by involunt­
aryevolution. And as the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy 
cannot be expected to substantially help our effort 
at conscious development, we must be prepared to 
rely on our own unaided efforts, and prepared to 
withstand all open and secret attempts to obstruct 
our progress. 

THE PROBLEM OF HACE EQUALlfY 
By G. SPILLER. 

Hon. Organizer of the Universal Ra~s Congress. 
"Backward" does not DCCeUIlriJ,. meaD "m{~W".-R.tzcl. 

It is geoeraUy conceded that we should be consi­
derate to all racea of men regatdless of their capa.­
cities; but there;' equal agreemen~ aDd rightly 10, 
that we should be'leonsidcrate to dome.ticaUd ani-
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mal., fOt' inataace. Here, tbeP, is our dilemma; for 
the most considerate of men, if he is Moe, will not 
treat hi, horae exactly as be treats hil compatriot, 
e.g., he will not expect both 'of them to converse, to 
reflect, to fashion and to obey the la ws. According~ 
Jy, considerate actions have to be adapted to tbe'"j 
nat.ure of the being we have dealings with, and if 
some races of men should prove to be very decidedly 
inferior to other races in inherited capacity, it is 
evident that they would have to be treated apart 
to a very considerable degree, being excluded, 
perhaps, from all important functions in tbe com­
munity. This, of course, would not preclude our 
loving tbeD;l tenderly and doing everything which 
conduced to their welfare. 

Now, since it is hotly corttended that "the neReo 
is not a human being at alt, but merely a different 
form of ox or ass, and is, therefore, only entitled to 
such kindness as a merciful man shows to aU bis 
cattle," and since tbis is as warmly contested by the 
negroes and other races concerned, it becomes a vital 
matter to grapple with the problem of race equality. 
Especially is thIS important hecause many races are 
actually being treated, or even mal.treated, as io. 
feriors, without any strong presumption in favor 
of the alle~ed race.inferiority. If to this be added 
the all. too-ready tendency to regard other races 
than our own as "inferior races". and to force these 
into becoming our hewers of wood and drawers'of 
water. it is manifest that there is urgent need for 
some light to be thrown on the subject. 

Moreover. if tbe brotherhood. of man is to become 
a reality, as poets and prophets have fondly 
dreamed. and if the great nations of the world, irres­
pective of race, are to create a World Tribunal and 
a World Parliament. it is indJspenll8.ble tbat tbe 
leading varieties- of mankind sbalt be proved 8ub­
stantially equaltl. A parliament composed of human 
beings ve~ Widely difFering in capacity it a palpable 
absurdity only~sable in ARe is Wonder ... ad. 
Finnin; eeting tile beariag of tba} wilely ......... , 
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",x.. ,: r., '.,e ~MIlPl~ ~, pourront; .. At;.: 
~ ct s'&iJD«;I''' (~ l'Egalite dQ Ra~ R~ 
1886. ,p.65»). . , ' , 

aOJRver.we,~ not include, i~ .o~rpro1)lem every 
tribe and ~ whatsoever, but only the vast aggft­
lite otmpltind, say, China. Japan, 'Turkey, Persia, 
India, K!01?t, Siam, the Negro, ~ American Indian, 
tbe Philipptno, the Malay, the Maori. aD~ the fair­
white and dark-wbite races. These constitute, 
per.~aps, nineptentbs of the human ~. If an 
1I181gnificant people here ~nd there,.say the Veddahs 
or the ADdaman~. the Hottentots or', the Drab, 
shocdq be .baWD to be unquestionably interior. thi8 
wowd constitute no gra"lt! inter-racial problem. 
T~ rare exception would prove the rule, and the 
broad rule would make the reality of the rare n:-
"ception doubtful. , 

A century ago the issue we are discussing might 
have been very difficult of approach. Our knowledge 
of other r~ was then a negligible quantity, and 
of most of tbe important races we had no compelling 
evidence of higher aptitudes. This is altered now. 
We know almost intimately the varioul great 
peoples, aDd fortunately there exists to.day a com. 
mOl) standard by WblCh we can measure them at 
least in one respect. This standard is supplied by, 
the University. As a mere matter of theory it IS 
conceivable that not one nou-Caucasian should be 
capable of graduating at a University, aad it ia even 
possible to conceive that a number of peoples should 
not be able to force their w~y through the ele­
menta? school. The data, however, favour no such 
conclUSIon, for individuals of all the select nlces 
which we have mentioned above have gr~duated in 
modern Universities and in diverse subjects.- To 
ap~ate thiletatement, especlal1y}n t6e light of 
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diBparaging' remat1ts to the etfed: that t~e facial 
angle at certain races more nearly approaches that 
of apes than that of Caucasians~ we must remember 
that not a solitary ape has yet been known to have 
reached the stage of being able to pass the entraD~ 
examination to an infant se-hool or kindergArtett. ... 
We must agree with Rabel, who lIIays, "There is 
only Doe species of man; the variations are numer­
ous, but do not go deep." 

A,n objector might argue that the academic memo 
ber of an jDf~rior race is a sbinidg exception, a freak 
of nature, and that from his feat nothing can be 
deduced regarding the average capacity of his race. 
This theoretical ohjection can be disposed of in vari­
ous ways. We mIght meet it with the irresistible 
contention that no member of any species departs 
far from the average, for else a lioness could give 
birth to a tiger. Or we might, what is more satis­
factory, test t.he objection by' the data to hand. 
For example, of the ten mtllion Negroes in the 
United States, many are said to be lawyers as well 
as surgeons and physicians, several thousand have 
graduated in Universities,. hundreds of thousands 
ply trades or have acquired property, and a few, 
such as Dr. Booker Washington and Prof. DuBois. 
are reco~ised as men of distinction.t Nor is even 
thi~ a fair statement of the case. The Negro popu­
lation of the United ~tates is despised, if not down­
trodden, largely deprived of elementary education, 

• 8ft Prof. W. G. B. DaBois'1 learthing volume. The College· 
br~ Nelfl'o. 

t M. Firmin. a Haitian. a full-blooded Negro. I am informed. 
bil.l written a hillhly learned and remllrkably judicioll' and 
elegant work on the Eqllality of tbe Human Races Another 
Hlltian. of humble and pure desCent. but who later became 
P~tfe/Jt ot the Republic of Baiti, Ge~ral lAgitime, bal com, 
poted a luminous and c()mp~hen.ive introduction to pbilOiophy 
A Weet Indian of immfl<'u\atc Negro d~nt, Dr. Th. Scl-olelt)aal 
iSftfll two elIICellellt t~ati_ on the racet! q_tiQa. The HOD, 

John ·Alen •• Satliiib, It. Weat ACri"n, hI' wntten with eootpieu· 
onl abllity OD the Pauti National Cptitlltioa. Many otbel 
work. of equal worth, compoeed by negroee, elliato 
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and 1a~, therefore, senerally wealth and the 
conaponding opportunitiea' for culture. Manire.tly, 
if we assumed that the Negro race ceased to be tbu. 
severely handicapped, the p08lible number of univer­
aay graduates amonlf tbem would materially in­
'CleaR.· There remaIns alone the academic argu­
ment that under equal conditions the white race 
might show a greater proportion of professors or 
graduates, bat the figures are wanttng to decide 
tbis. Suffice it that we cannot speak of exceptions 
where tbou~ands of graduates are IDvolved. 

A final objection might be raiMd relating to the 
absence of great men among the Negroes of the United 
States. They have produced no Sha«espeare, no 
Beethoven, no Plato. Which is perfectly true; but 
neither have the teemin~ millions of the white rae( of 
America produced one such towering giant tbroufh the 
l.-enturies. Moreover, the time of the recognition of 
great men appears to be from about the age of fifty 
onwards, and altogether only alittle overfort;ryear8 
have passed since slavery was abolished in the United 
States. 

Needless to say, what is stated in the preceding 
para~raphs regarding the capacities of the Negro race 
-WhlCh, according to Sir Harry Johnston, embraces 
some 150,000,000 souls-holds with increased force 
of the great Oriental peoples, who can point to 
complex civilisations and to illustrious son8 and 
daughters. t 

We must now examine the contention that man is 
mor~ than intellect, and that wbile the various races 
may be possibly equal on the whole as regard. in­
telligence, they Jifter much in enterprise, morals and 
beauty. 

It might Ix .aid that maoy of the eo-caned N~gro grado.tel 
arc Dot full bleeb. Since. however, ,,~ ma:r. ' of them ate. tM 
argomeot .remaiae uaaBected. It .bowd 10 be Doted tbat 
"cOloured" people are treated preeiaely al If they were faU-
bloodt4. .. 

t "I eouiact" that J'Wlr PTopoeltio.. ~11 be aba.Jett,. 
aupported by iDstaaaea ~ from ludla," write ... Ci.ll Ienallt 
.... 110 ooeopied for GlaDY ,.can .. raponible pott ia ladia. 
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Enterpr;.e is a vape term to de6.ne. So far as the 
qualities of the wamor ate in question, tl!a~ apPear 
to be aniversal. The Greeks, the Romans, . aed - the 
Carthaginians were certainly bold and daring. The 
Egyptians, the Penians, and the Hebrews foug~ 
intrepidly. The Middle Ages found Christians, Turks, 
and Huns,-accomplished in the fiDe art of massacre. 
Gustav Adolf of Sweden, Frtderick the Great, Napo­
leon, Wellington, splendidly led superb armies. Japan 
recently showed the world what matchless fighting 
stuff is to be fouod in the Far East. And so-called 
savage tribes-north, soutb, east and west-appear 
to be no whit behind in the matter of dauntless 
bravery. .. 

War, however, is supposed to offer a powerful 
fltimulus, and it ill arguetl that where the stimulus is 
~ntle. it finds some races responding aDd not others. 
Inveterate idleness is thus stated to distinguish 
most non-European races. The Han. James S. 
Sherman, Vice· President of the United States, ~-ell 
grasps this nettle. "The [American] Indian," he 
says, "is naturally indolent, naturally slothful. 
natural1y untidy; he works because be has to work, 
and primarily he does not differ altogether from the 
white man in thatnspect. Mr. Valentin, this morn­
ing, very vividly pictured what the Indian!! were. 
He said, as you remember, that some drink, some 
work 'and some did not, some saved their money. 
1!omc pro.ided fot" their familie!!, and some 'Went to 
jail. Still I wou/rJ like to know what single white 
community in this whole land of ours that descrip­
tion does not cover?" (Keport of the Twenty­
Seventh Annual Meeting of the Lake Mohonk 
Conference of Friends of the Indian and other 
De~ent Peoples, Oc~ober 2<!-~2, 1909, pp. S()"Sl. 
-1 tabcI are oura.) V lce-PrH1dent Shennan .. pee 
hec-e the happy. despatch to a very common f~. 
Man requires an appropriate stimulus to spur bUn 
to ~on, whftber It be oi the ~or, the JJuater, 
the .~, the pea_1It. tbd"· traddmau Of the 
.chot.r, and Wttt: a.nd Bast are at oDe in t1dI ftS-
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peet •. 1'he inhabitants 'of China and japlUl-',ue 
.Mld-famed tot' , their iodustriousDe8S, aod ' the 
popalationi of Turkey, Persia, aadlndia, a~ 8J8o 
busy bees in the mass. Similarly the Negro aDd the 
w\merican Indian in the United States aft fal1il1g into 
the habit of what is called 'Work in the West, aDd 
primitive peoples generaUy are 8S active as·the cir­
cumstances demand. 

Fearlessnes8 and industry may not form dividing 
linett betw~n the races; but what of sach attributes 
AS initiative, inventiveness, progress? Historia.OfI 
inform us that in Dante's time the Western methods 
of agriculture were still those of the Ancient RoDl'au., 
and they further show us thatthe red·haired Tentons 
about the beginning of our era, while p098essing 
themselves a civilisation of a most rudimentary 
character, exhibited no desire to emulate the dark­
white civilised Romans with whom they came 
into contact. Should we, then, be justified in 
conduding from such (acts that the European 
races in general and the rentonic race in parti. 
cular are unprogressive races? Or does this not 
ilug~el!lt that complex social conditions determine 
whether a race shall be pushfu), ~mpire.bui]ding, in­
ventive, pro2t'essive? So far as modern warfare is 
concerned, Japan ranges now admittedly with great 
Western Powers, and in iodalltrr and in science this 
Eastern nation is a]so taking Its place in the front 
rank. Yesterday, as it were, despotic rule wa'lup­
pOlled to hall·mark the East, to-day representative 
R'OVernment is clamoured for in toe few Oriental 
(!ouutries where it does not e1iat already. Thii, too, 
merely repeats the story of Europe's recent emergence 
fro~ an ~utocrati~ t'el{ime. -r:aking .. I~rt~er into 
consideration the lmposmg ancient 'C!vlhsatlonl of 
Egypt and Babylon, Persia and PbONlicia, and mOft 
~ly tbe m8gQi6cent civilisation of China wbich 
ill responeib1e f<:1t' induinerab1e inventions aat die­
c:ov~. of the ldg~tst onSer, and thring iii lbiDd 
that every count!:1 in the But il at preleDt J't­
tDOdcUiDg it. drilisatio. 011 Wateru liaet, it is 
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reasonabJe to sqggest that, so far as the 'spirit of 
enterprise is concerned. the various races of man· 
kind may be said to be, broadly speaking, on an 
equality. 

We must now examine another momentous factor .. 
the mOI·a1 factor. A few decades ago, due partly to 
unavoidable ignorance and partly to racial and 
religious prejudice, it was thought that morality 
was a monopoly of the West. Bret Harte's Ah-Sin 
was the typical Chinese; cruelty and prevarication 
were alleged to be the special prerogative of the 
M ohammeuan, the less developed types of men were 
head·hunters, cannibals, and shameless; and self· 
respect and respect for others were iridescent virtues 
only to be encountered in the Central Europe and 
the United States. Now, however. that we possess 
the beautiful Sacrefl Books of the East in transla· 
tion. this view has lost almost every vl!!rtige of 
justification, for much in the Chinese. Hindu, 
Persian, Hebrew, and even Egyptian and Babylonian 
classics is of the profoundest ethical significance. 

Coming to moral practice, travellers of unim· 
peachable repute have taught us that love of family 
and country, devotion to friends, succour of those in 
distress, are not virtues characteristic of anyone 
particular race. Concerning the Chinese the distin· 
guished English missionary and scholar, Dr. Legge, 
says in a Present-Day Tract-

Take the ChInese people as a whole ... and there is much about 
them to like and nen to admire. They are I:heerful. temperate. 
industriou8, and kindly. and in these resprcts they will bear a' 
comparilon, perhapll a favourable comparison, with the masses of 
our own population ... l found those of them who had any pclition 
in society for the moet part faitbful to their en~agemeDti and 
true to their word. I thought of them better, both mOTallyaod 
socially. when I !rft them. than when 1 firllt went among them, 
more than 30 yean ,before." 

And luch passages abound in modern works, not 
only in re~ard to the doyenne of the nations but in 
regard to montnon-European peooles.· 

.. Alboug the deall8t-pbysieally and moralty-meo _t 
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Laetlt, that there is little to choose in regard to 
pbysique, a glance at any good modem collection of 
faifsized ethnographical photographs will show. It 
W8.I the old drawings, little more than naive carica­
tures, and later the photo~phs of hideous excep­
tions, which supplied UI With those types of other 
races that suggest startling race di8tinctions. 
Micbe1et and others have dwelt on the beauty of 
Haitians, and Fit-min, with apparent good reason, 
thinks that thelclaseic type of beauty is closely 
bound up with a high state of civilisation, a remark 
which Schneider (Die Naturvolker, 1885) endones. 
Privation and affluence, refinement and degradation, 
leave their tra('es on uncivilised and civilised alike. 

We are, then, under the necessity of concluding 
that an impartial investigator would be inclined to 
Jook upon the various important peoples of the 
world as, to a11 intents and purposes, essentially 
equals in intellect, enterprise. morality, and 
physique. 

Race prejudice forms a species belonging to a 
flourishing genus. Prejudices innumerable exist 
based on callousness. ignOrftDCe, misunderstanding, 
t!conomic rivalry, an1, above all, on the fRct that our 
customs are dear to us, but appear ridiculous and 
perverse to all who do not sympatbetically study 
them. Nation looks down on nation, class on class, 
reli8ion on religion, sex on sex, and race on race. 
It IS a melancholy spectacle which imaginative 
insight into the lives and conditions of others should 
remove. 

Considering that the number of race characteristics 
is legion, it would be embarrassing to assert that 
they possess a deeper meaning. Eveg small tribe 
seems to be the happy po.sessor of a I1ttle army of 
special characteristics, and one etbn~logist actually 

I bave known bave h«n eome African dete:ent" (Prof. B. G. 
Wilder, Tbc BraiD of tM AmericBD Negro, 1119'., See &leo the 
cQpter 011 the tnJtbful~ of the B Indal ill Mu" M.~Wb.tt 
cn IlJtlj,. team ". , • ", , , , 

u2 
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speaks of five hunuml t.ribes to be 'found inta. radius 
of as many mile. in a certain iocality. The American 
Indians are Bald lIla,be related to thel'artars, whilst 
POMe8sing /Ilery :dUtinot iQl)mDlClll traits; and each 
of Ute at-prescnt recognised great :racial divieiQD8 is . 
equaUy,capaOle m .1Ibllici6ican, ,and equaUy merges 
by ldegr.ees into the others. Again, we hear of red­
hatred, yellow-haired, fair-haired, brown-haired, and 
black-haired peo.ples, and we read of frizzly hair, wooly 
hair, silken hair, as well as of a few tufts of hair 
on the head in some tribes, and trains of hair trail­
ing on the ground in others. Peoples differ in average 
heigbt from less than four fed to over six feet. Some 
of these have very small and others very large eyes, 
and length oflimbs varies conRiderably. The bodies 
.of Borne .few tribes are richly covered with hair, while 
.othel'S are practically devoid of it. The variations 
in colo.ur of skin, from pink to yellow, reddish-brown 
and black-brown, are very conspicuous, amI the so­
<:alled Caucasian type alone embraccs the fair 
Scandinavian, the duskv Italian, tne dark Hindu, 
aDd the almost dark Fellah. Noses, lips, chins, 
<":beek.bones, jaws, vary prodigiously, and 110 less 
htcial an~le, forehead, and sbape of skull. Accordin~· 
ly the ,observable physical differences between 80-

~8.Ued d.oistinct Taces must he regarded as incidental 
on .pain of ha .. ..u.g to assume hundreds of separate 
origms for the hUOl8.Jl ral'C . Ratzel truly sayii :-

·'luna". be safe", anerted that the study of comparativ~ eth-
1So1~y in recent Yllara h.1 teoded to dimimah the weil'tbt of the 
tradItionally accepted view! of unthrupologlsts as to racial ui.­
tinctioDS. and that in any case thty afford 00 6UPPOrt to the view 
'Wbicb leel in -the -aD-called lown' races of'mankind a transition 
... f,om beaJt to:1IUIII,''' 

I'fle'ctmnnmilyjudge races neaTly as much by their 
CUM:mnS as b:J their ph-ysi< . .'alappearance, almost as if 
fhe fonner {«tally depended on the latter. Indeed, 
anthropologists and travellers often unquestioningly 

, I 

·..A.c~re"'e.-iticill. Gf •• rlel 'thAt 181' .tau ., ,.IIe 
-iuqu .. "-',et'Jr ........ iGwul.m Jen .Fillot" Raar .l! lriazdioe 
aad ill Priedricb BertE" ModeM R ..... tbeorita, ~ 
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and ,tU1siispect~y ~uIlle ta.t the mental tr~ ¢ 
tMeS a.~ innate and fi~d. like tOe ~ncy to aQgQI' 
or to walking ut)tightly.. Yet.a ZulG. for iIl$taD~, 
taken-from bis tribe where he appc:ars to possess in. 
numerable rooted and peculiar customlil. very soon 
16ses them nearly all. Tbe American Negro Mission­
a.ries in Africa find that custolll is deeper than physi­
cal appearance, since their fellow Negroes in Africa 
look upon tbem as Americans r~ther than as men of 
their own kith and kin. As one of the Honorary 
Vice-Presidents of the First Universal Races COD­
gress, the first delegate to the second Hague Confer­
ence of one of the greatest Eastern Empires, COOlin­
cingly expresses this in a letter to the Congress 
Executive ;-

"Race. show nothing but ,kin.deep differences of language. of 
religion. of manners and cUtltom., which are nothinj:( but acci. 
dental modalities attendant on their retlp~tive hiatoricnl evolu. 
tion. in the past-In no way sufficiently powerful to effll<'e the 
sub-stratum commo'll to aU humanity, and in no way tending 
to hinder any co-operative effort in the fulfilment of the raiuion 
common to mankind in general." 

Is it, then, to be inferred. we may be asked in 
astonishment, that we should eD~ourage indiscrimi­
nate miscegenation, tree intermarriage between 
white, black, and yellow races? The inference need 
not be drawn, sUlce we may say that, just as in 
parts of Europe. for instance, Protestants, Catho­
lics, and Jews live together amicabl,y while yet inter­
man-yin~ very rare!)'. 80 the equabty of the human 
T8Ct!j mIght be unlVersally acknowledged and yet 
intermarriage not take place. However, we ought 
to .note that in the West the fairest whites freel, 
intermarry .witb _the darkestwbites, and that IS 
-diffkult ,to ~ why-t.meoretically at ),east-any limit 
a}lQp}d be d%aWD. 
~t ~ •. becsn &Aid Btboy~ ~the ep~. 

m«*\tixqp~Qe .Q{ S'acialliie~DetlOAa ell1bra~, ,,0 
_ ~~ra to ,the ,pAtIent w,n~~ ~be(lr-ock ,tn#ib 
·_i~h ~ Qe ,e:v~ ~~ inpU¢~,tbiB c~ 

A.::==~~~.=':a~":' 
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dom. Man, too, POS8e8SeS a unique quality which 
likewise sharply divides him trom sentient beings 
generally. .All other animals are almost altogether 
guided by individual or gregarious instincts and 
their wisdom, natural and acquired, almost com­
pletely dies with them. The bee's hive and the ant's 
nest represent wonderful structures, but these struc­
tures, wherever we meet them, are so strikingly 
alike that it is evident natural selection and not 
reason or tradition accounts for them. Only ~an 
as a race bas a history, a history of speech and 
writin~. a history of a rchitecture and dress, a his· 
tory of laws, aDd one of arts and crafts. The indi­
viduA 1 thought of thousands of brains has, to give a 
trivial instance, created the safety bicycles, and the 
collective thought of millions through the ages has 
built up our complex civilisation. And this thought 
is transmitted sociaIly-throush home and school 
education, through public institutions, or through 
the imposing accumulations, of science, art, and 
industry. Except for such social transmission the 
work of the past would have to be commenced, Sisy­
phus-like, all over again by each generation, and the 
stage ot savagery and barbarism would be unending. 

Man's sOl'1al nature distinguishes him from his 
fellow animals absolutely io tbat no animal 9~es, 
howevt'r gregarious, is in possession of tradItional 
knowledge collected throughout the length and 
breadth of thousands ot years, and fundamentally in 
that any attempt to turn an animal into a social 
being i~ doomed to fail misC'rably. To illustrate, the 
domesticated animals may readily be isolated at 
birth from their kind with no appreciable consequen­
ces to their development, while, on tbe otber hand. a 
human being thus placed would probably grow up 
more brutish than a brute. Man's upright attitude, 
his comparatfve hairlessness, the place of his thumbs, 
,the size and weight of his brain. are undoubtedly 
radical ditle~Dtia in relation to other animals; but 
tbese in iteilf do not consti~te him the ptemier 
species of the globe. The U:loithopdeeely beiligbtcd 



THE PROBLBJI OJ!' RACE lC2ttALITY 21 

pigmy in'the forests of Central Africa possesselt 
these characteristics nearly in perfection. The social 
and historical element makes man the civilized being, 
and it alone accounts for the successive ages of 
stone, bronze, iron, steam, and electricity, 

A theory such as is here propounded ougbt to re­
move innumerable preconceptions from thinking 
minds, It is a theory which in a very real sense 
makes al\ men kin. It discourages inconsiderate pride 
of race, of sex, of birth, of nation, of class, and of 
religion. It encourages education, co-operation, 
science, strenuousness combined with modesty, and 
equal rights nnd opportunities for all men and 
women. It puts at its true value the eminently 
plausible but almost certainly unscientific doctrine 
that mankind can solely or mainly be improved in 
the only manner that animals can-i.t'., by carefal 
selection or breeding. Above all, it paves the way 
for national and international concord and co-opera­
tion, and for a fair treatment of backward races, 
subject peoples, and small nations. 

In conclusion, the writer of this paper cannot re­
frain from expressing a fervent hope tbat tbe deliber­
ations of the First Universal CongresM may result in 
a better understandiog- and a higber appreciation of 
the different peoples On the glObe, and may lead to 
the enactment of beneficent laws as well as to the 
formation of a powerful public opinion wbich shall 
promote this loftiest of objects. 

Conc/usions.- rhe present writer has taken the 
liberty to put forward as bis conclusions certain pro­
posals implicit in the Questionnaire publisbed by the 
Congress Executive. .tie bas preserved the wording 
as far as possible :-

1. (a) It i. not legitimate to argue from dUferencel in physical 
cbaracteristics to difterencci iu menu.1 chatactlriltic.. (b) The 
phy.ical and mental cbaracteriltiCio obler,..ble in a particoJar 
race are not (1) permaneat, (2) modinal:lle only through agee 
of oviroamental_ PrI!IIIUft, bat (3) marked c¥ngel in pOpillar 
education, in publ.ic MU~nt, IUId m euvironUWIt generaJly, 
may, .part frOm iDttnD~e, matnial.,. tra_form ph)'eiea1 
aad especially mental cbaracterilticl ia a genuation or two. 



2: (i.ti' 'Ibe~' or li r&ee at a..y panlcttta,. mdmertt of 
titthl Mftn'I1O indtt to itw hntat.e 01' il'ltierit'ed capacities'. (bt It 
is of A'ftat importance in this retf{MlCt to t'eCOjfflise that eivitlza­
tions are meteoric in nature, banting out at obscurity only to 
prunge bAck into it. 

3· (a) We oulI'ht to combaJ; the irreconcilable contentioua 
prevalent among- all the more i'nlportant races of mankInd that 
tJlefr cnwtolDP, their t'ivilizBtiOtill, &rid tlleir race are 8uperior 
to thoae of othl!T races. (0) In explanation of exi.tin,{ diffel'e1lCes 
we would refer to special need. arising from peculiar geogra­
phical and economic condiflons and to related divergence. itl 
national history; and, in explanaticm of the attitude alllltlmed, 
we would refer to iatimacy with one'. own castoms leading 
peyebologically to a love of tbem and unfamiliarity with otbers' 
cast oms tending to lead plychologically to dislike aAd contempt 
orthc8f'le,tter. 

4. (a) Differences' ill economic, hygienic, moral, aud educa­
tiorl'at standard. pIal' It vital part in eBttanging rllC1!ll whi~h 
come in contact with each other. (b) Theile diflerencet!. tlke 
Bocial differences generally, are in Bubetance almost certainly 
due to passing Bocial conditions and not to innate racial charac­
tenltics. and the aim should be, as in 80cial differences, to 
remove these rather than to accentuate them by regartflng them 
uh~, . 

5. (a) The deepest cau.e of race misunderstandings is perhaps 
the tacit assumption that the pfesent characterIstics of a race 
are the eJ:pre9liou of fi xed and pertrJ'anent faciat cllaracteriatics. 
(b) If 10, antbl'opologilJ'tl, sociolngists, and ecientific thinkera as 
a elaN, could powerfaUy ani.t the mO"V'CllleDt for ajnlter appr'!!­
datiou of race. by perllatently pointing out in their lectures 
and in their worlte tbe fundamental faUacy involved in taking 
a !'tatic instead of a dynamic, a momentary iu'!tead of a bitttotic, 
a local instead of a general, point of view of raee cbaracteTillt1es. 
(0) And lIu~b dynamk teaching conld be conveniently introduced 
into acbools, more especially in the ~OK1'apby anil history 
lH110DS ; also into colleges for the training of teacben, diplomats, 
colonial administrators, and rtlillllion'arie8. 

~. (til TlIe belief in racial 'aperiority il laTllely due. 811 is 
suggested above. to uTJentiptened peyellological t'epul!lion and 
andtT-estimation of the dynamic or enviromnental fairton. 
(b) there is no fair proof of Bome r&eel heiDI!: aubetaaUally 
superior to otbers in inborn capacity, and hence our moral 
standard Deed Dever be modified. 

7. (A) (.ti) So far at leat aB inteDeetaal and moral aptit1l4ea 
Sfe coucerned, ~ oaght to speak of d'rirnationa w!Ieft we 60w 
~ak of rllC1!ll ; (17) the .tage or fotal of fbI! clvifiudoD 0( a ~ 
.... no conncetiQl with rta .pied&'f tobota I>hTsieal ett.reeUri .. 
us j (e) and evea it!! ply •• ' ci.~t~ .tIe fo " ..... 
a:tmtth~direc:t,1'ellQnOf dM! ~~ ~,..... .., aoeW', 
under which it ft l'i'tblg lit the momet\t. fi> To &lie! iii • __ 



lip tJaCOlICf'ptioae oIr.ur&od tJff,,,,,~io .. it W01II4. be' of.,.c' 
value 110 define theM. ' , 

8. (., Each raee might 'With actval'ltage .tully the c!UtOfG,' 
aad:d1riIizatioD' of othet" 1'llCeII, eftlt t'1mft II! tbiaft. ttae lowhlett' 
0", fer the defi-Dite plIt'poR of impro~ 1111 o.wa' CIIlItoblB cui! 
ci~iUu.tion. (b) UD~tentatiou. eOIl~1I genratly' aft'd ~ 
for the custom, of other races, provided tlie.e an: Dot moran" 
objectionable, sbould be recommended to aU wbo come in palsing 
or permanent contact witb membotnl of other racelll. 

9. (a) It would be well to collect ~ouat. of ...., expeli~ 
on a cortliOerable scale, put ot prelltl!lt, .how •• , the .aace .... : 
upliftm.IJ of relati vely back ward raca b, the aQ.P!icui.04 of 
parely humane methods; (b) also 1U1J' Cain of coloni •• tiOD or 
opeDilig ofa countTy a<!hieft'if by the .ame IIlftbods'J (e) alld­
_neil methods might be applied univerull, iD oaT dealt., with 
other race .. 

10. The Congress might cffectinly (al carry oat it. object 
of PfIcouragin:c better relations between East and Welt by IU' 
couraging or ~arrying out, among others, the above propoahl. 
and t1Wfe particularly (bl b:v enc:out'aJri11~ the formation of us 
assoctatio. deaigiJed to pr<Jmote intet·racial amity. 

THE ALLEGED INFERIORITY OF 
THE COLOURED RACES-I. 

There are three modes of accotlnti~ for the ol;lgin 
of the hUman race, adopted by three ditterent schools 
of ethnology. Polygenesis considers each rw;:e 3.8 a 
oistinct species, created in the place, 0{ its original 
home. Evolution represents the races as bel~ng 
to a common species, but as having 8i?t'QDg from 
separate stocks or centres of that speeles. MQaG­
genesis derives the races not froQl a common species 
only, but from a single hl:lnaan pair. The theory of 
monogenesis is naturan~ distaSteful to those whi~' 
people in whom the prejudice a.gaia,t the coloured 
races is strong. BesideS being the simPlest. it see~ 
Aowevu to be tlle most PTobable tbcury rqr~ 
tile ~ of ma~, aJld no vaJ"-objectl'OD ,lI8Jr 
1ft M:Q tlrge4: ~st it.. 1'be EvoIDtionist «aha 
the eomplci huma" ... ~ witla ,aM tile: ~ 
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cee of form and colour, from a single pair of ceUs ; 
so on the ground of analogy, it should be admitted 
that the various races have developed from a single 
pair of human beings. It has been objected that the 
monogenist school have not succeeded in explainin~ 
bow the SODS of one father dwelling in close proximi­
ty, and whose descendants would be constantly 
intermarrying, came to have such distinct progenies. 
But at an early stage of muitiplication the progeny 
of the common ancestor must have separated, and 
isolation, precipitated by linguistic diversity and 
encouraged by distance, would have checked the 
mixture of the groups and hf'lped the preservation of 
raC'f'-traits. In support, however, of the separate 
origin of races, ethnologists of the first two schools 
aduce certain proofs, based upon physical peculiari­
ties. They assert that between the fair and the dark 
races there are radical physical distinctions which 
indicate in the case of the dark races, mental and 
mora1 inferiority, and they also allege a tendencv 
to sterility in the case of procreation between the 
dark and fair races. The reader of the following 
lines, if free from preconceived bias in favour of the 
wbite-shinned races. will have no difficulty in disco­
vering the more or less mythical character of these 
proofs and Rllegations. 

I shall begin by quotinga passagefrom Dr. Scholes' 
Glimpses of the Ages, a book on which I have mainly 
drawn, in which he first states a fact well-known to 
us, and then gives the reasoning by which it is sought 
to bejustified by the colourless races. Dr. Scholes 
sa;re ;-

'After the colourless race had impoRd ita rule upon the colonr­
cd race .. it Bought b, mean. of ita lang-nallee, ita literatufea, reli­
gion, pbilosophy, 8ClenCC!, and ita law. to consolidate the power 
which it had established by force. But strange as tbe fact may 
appear, when the .«dl oflaw, religion, literature. etc, 10 inda.­
trioualy .own by the fair face, btgan to yield the fraiu of ani­
totmity, proximity, concord bctwf'en it and its elienta-tbefair 
r~, fiUed ~ith alarm, .Uivel to destroy the hlU'v~t. Here, then, 
i, found, not the e6eiDy lOwing with tarea the field of the Ilambcr­
iDg b1:a.b"udman" but the buebaadmail. ailDlClf awake. aa4 pro­
feti8lDll peat wiIdom. 'Owing with tarett hill OWG Ueld. 
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Nor ~ ·the ptlychological condition which haa driven tllie 
mother-if 1 may chaqge the metaphor-to atteD,lpt the life of ber 
own offspring due to the ludden seizure of puerperal inlault,1. 
but fatber to the m"ture conv~tion of serene deli~ation. Thus 
the fare race allej;t'es that its feeling of antipatllY toward. the . 
dark racell, and itl endeavour to prevent them rilling beyond a 
low atage, arC' juatifiable on hiltoric and scienlific groundt!. 
Science, it avers, by demonltrating the prelence of certain peeu­
liaritiell-physical, mental aod moral-al being common to all 
tbe coloured racH, peculiaritiea accounting for the aecondar:v 
rank, which. inltead of a primary rank, they uniformly take io 
the march of the world', progrell!. not only proyCi the impractica­
bility of thoae coloured racell co-operating with the fair race, on 
terms o{political and social equality, but J.'roves al80 tbat 8Uch a 
co-operation, by exposing the tare race to deterioration, and there­
by menacing the caules of crder aod of progress, would be del­
tructive no less to the coloured raCeR tbemlelvcl than to the fair 
race." 

The most prominent physical peculiarity to which 
'science' point-s, lies of course, in the crime of colour_ 
It is therefore necessary to examine the colour theory 
in some detail. Mankind is usually dhrided into three 
yarieties according to the colour of the skin-the md­
anous, the leucotts and the xanthus, The melanous 
comprises people with dark or olack skins, black 
hair, and black eyes. The xanthous pertains to 
people with :nUow or yellowish hair, bluish or grey 
eyes, and fair complexlOn, The leucous, relates to 
people who are obnormally white, such as the al­
binos, The albinos, as is well-known, are found in 
every race and clime, The xanthous complexion too 
appears in people of the melanous vanety, Occa­
sionally among Indians one meets with persons who 
would pass as fair in comparison with an Italian or 
Spaniard. The melanous variety of colour is also to 
be found in every xanthous race, as for instance, in 
the skin of the brunette of western EuroJ?C. Colour is 
the product of a suhstance called me1anlO, or black 
pigment; its chief seats are the skia, the hair of the 
head and the eye. Among all races, the three varieties 
of colour usually predominates.- Moreover, in the 

The fair comp1ell..ll.f the Melkstttlq &haakarit of Dacca 
referred to by Sir B. RiId7 .... DOticcd .. early .. 1839 by Dr: 
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red or bro.n hair 8IIld' the bt'lle or py e~ of tlie 
white races, if n'ot in thei~ skin, mefl1nin is ~t. 
TblUl the presence of the black pigment In their 
organism cannot be regarded as a peculiarity of. the 
dark races nor can it be advanced as an ar~ment ' 
in tn.'lpport of their alleged inferiority to the Euro­
pean races and against the theory that all the races, 
whatever their colour, have sprung from one stock 
of one and the same species. 

It is a favourite doctrine with a certain etass of 
ethnologists that the deposition of melanin in the 
S~iD is post-natal, due to climate influences opera­
ttng through many generatiocs. The mental endow­
ment of a race is thus a990c~ted, not only with it! 
colour, but also with it~ habitat. The historian 
Ruckle is responsible tor the popularity of this theory. 
The following cons'derations will, I trust, suffice to 
demonstrate the utter .futility of this doctrine. (1) 
Melanin is only one of a group of colouring ma.tters 
derived from the blood and there are at least six 
other such suhstances, which are deposited before 
birth. Being of the same nature as all the other 
members of this group of pigment, and like them, 
heio~ derived from the blood, the logical conclusion 
would be that it too has been deposited before birth. 
(2) It is known that melanin is deposited in the eye 
and the hair of the head before birth; we should 
therefore conclude that the Sflme is the case with 
its deposition in the skin. (8) Ifthe8C cutaneous 
variations in different races be due to climate, tMn 
to what are the Vl'lriatiOM in the colnur of the hair 
of the head and eyes, among peoples in Europe who 
have lived for ages in the same localities, due? (4) 
!f colour be due to climate. how again do yow. 
account for the clus of animals. for exa:t1!l'ple, the 
hear, which has. broWll Ot" black skin, bat wboat 
babita t is the Polar Cinle ? (5) The bronzing of tIw 
T"y\or who in hil\."Topograpby of Daeea (Chapter VIII) Iptait 
or them a. follows !"" 

"Yolltof tIMID are .... ,.... ~ tban aatiw.M,en­
~I • ... ill "8JU~ dileilffaaailin· theft ... it_ AlWboa." 



~\bi~'8rtiS8l! ~- t~ t'O .. suu «'-'Of 
the W'hi~ tourist m bot CfC!JaatriH, 'Wbick -t.tte 
been rekrrtd to 89 iHavtra.tio:d' of the iD6I­
etlc:-e of climate on ~oJour, d~ :dot sft"ett thf 
argument, for tbe- bronzed complexion is not maiD­
tained after the employment is abandoned by tlte 
artiS811 or the tourist return. to bis home, and' in 
any case this acquired coJout" it. Dever transmitted 
from lfeneration to ~eration. (6) Finally, pig­
ment granu~s ha'\l"e been {nund by adual investIga­
tion in the skin of Negro fret128eS. 

It is no doubt true that pi~ent temprn the soJar 
lw~t, and that is the probable ttlllction at colour. 
The mono~eni8ts hold that each race, people, or 
tribe, accoming to its cutaneous equipment, chose 
the climate that best hannonised with its dermal 
idiosyncrasy, and in this way explain the miSTa­
tion of the ra~s. Circumstances of a political or 
economic nature may have forced a ccloured people 
like the Esquimaux now and then to mIgrate 
beyond the subtropical zones to which they were 
adapted by nature. 

The second physical peculiarity on which ethnolo­
gists love to dwell is crania] variation. The study of 
skull-m~asurement has been raised to the di~ity of 
a science, and is called craniology; the whole Elenes 
of race-distinctions. based on the shape of the cra­
nium, the colour of the skin, the pr.£jection of the 
face. and stature, being given the n.,e of anthro­
pometry. The division of races into Caucasian, 
Mongolian, etc., had the disadvantage of placing the 
Hindu, the Persian, and the Egyptian in the same 
category with the TeutoD or tbe Latin races. Herein. 
Jay the value of craniolol!Y. For, in ite name, one of 
the high priests of that 'science'. D~. Nott, is able to 
tdl tile world ;-

"mat feafOl1 it" there to lapt)O;e t1a~t •.• tbe Hindu (ha. de.­
c:etI~ from file ... me Itoe'lr .. tfte Teat'on ??be .fI1da" .tm08t 
..... ~ ill ~ft .. fro.a t'* 1' .. toa .. ill die IIodetItot, 
aDd we m~bt jalt". wdl d •• ily the reindtel' and .a_Uee 
together •• tbe Tntelliled ftiDda.~ .. ,·r 
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As a result of his anthropometric SUTVt'y, Sir 
Herbert. Risler • has divided the people of India intQ 
eight distinctlve types. His investigations have led 
him to bold that the DravidiJlns were the aboriginal 
people of India, that the Indo-Aryan type, of which 
doltchoceJ?hally (long-head) is one ot the chief 
cbaractcnstics, is confined to l<ajputana, Kashmir 
and the Punjab, that the Mahratta Brahmins are 
Scytho-Dravidians, and the Bengal Brahmins 
Mongolo-DravidiRns with probably 'a strain of 
Indo-Aryan blood.' Elsewhere, Sir Herbert alludes 
to the Adisur tradition which is said to be borne out 
to a substantial degree by the measnrements of the 
Brahmin and Kayestha head-forms of Bengal, 
inasmuch as among them, 'notwithstanding the 
uncompromising breadtb of the head,' the finer 
nose-forms predominate. Sir Herbert is, however, 
modest enough to admit that the conclusions which 
he had 'ventured to put forward are necessarily 
provisional, and will be of use mainly as a guide to 
resenrch .. .' 

One cannot help sympathising with the poor 
eraniologist in the difficulties which beset his path. 
No sooner did Dr. Nott conclude from his investiga­
tions that the negroes bad shorter beads than the 
Europeans, than he burst forth into the following 
triumphant prean:-

" It i~ mind, and mind alone, which conatitulefl the proudest 
prero~ative of mag. whose ... xccllence ~hould be measured by hi8 
intc:lIi,ll.enct! and v~e. The negro and other unintellectual types 
have been shown ... to poIlUS. heads mach smaller, by actual 
mea~urcmcnt in cubic inches. than the white races, and althoujrh 
a metaphysician may diapllte about the caU8e~ which may have 
dehased their intelle,tI or prech:lded their expansion. it cannot be 
denied that the d"ark race. Rre, in thi. panicular, greatly inferiur 
to the others affairer complexiqn." 

Sir Herbert's difficulty lay elsewhere. He could 
not deny the mental superiority of the Sindt; 
Bengalis, whom he for that very reason, helped in 
reducing to Ii. minority in each of the divided "halves 
of Bengal. So hetLlludes to their intellectual eminence , 

See CeQ.a. of India, 1901, VoJ. J., ~ter XI. 
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with -as little grace al possible, 8~aks of 'their 
remarkabJe aptitude for cJerical pursuits,' and pro­
ceeds to derive what consolation he may by denyiog 
tbe intellectual Bengali and the pugnat"lOU8 Mar­
batta racial affinity with the Imperial Briton 
through descent from a common Aryan stock. 

Let us now examine tbe value of the science of 
craniology, as estimated by ethnologists who are 
themselves polygenililts or evolutionists. Prot. 
Brinton says :-

"Etlluolog'aLtI who are merely "Datomi~l' have made too much 
(Of thIS Iclcllce ...... aod bave given it a prominence it do. not de­
.erve ...... Within tbe limIts of tbe lame people .. . the mOlt different 
skuUs are fouDd Bnd even the porro-blooded nRtiv~8 of IIDlne amall 
islande in the Pacific <kean pre,ent widely various forml ... 

Professor Keant' , continuing his remark!! witb 
refereuce to the scientific value of cranial measure­
ments, says ;-

"The result bas IboWD that craniology alone cannot be dr­
pended upon to supply sufficient, or even altogether trulJtworthy 
materials for diltlDguishing the main divi,iona of mankind. Its 
cbief e1emcnts, Iuch al dolicb~phaly, brachicephaly, orthogna­
t11l8m, and prognatbism • are not conatant in ally given group. 
and in many caseH the most larpriling diversity prevail., where 
80me degree of uniformity millbt be cx~ted." 

According to Dr. Vogt, the measurements of 
Retzius and Broca revealed the dolichocephalic and 
the other two types of bead in every race. Sir 
Herbert Risley, who must be counted among the 
pundits of anthropometry, has to admit that 'long, 
broad and medium heads are met with in varying 
degrees of prepoDderance among white, black and 
yellow races.' And yet, with curious inconsistency, 
he asserts, almost immediately after, that 'all 
authorities agree in regarding the form of the bead 
as an extremely constant ana persistent character. 
which resists the influence of climate and pbysical 

I .boald explain the meaning of thae pompoa. word. cOiaed 
by the Swediah naturalitt Ander. Ret .... in 1842, (or the benefit 
of t1Ic .oiDitiated. The fint two rder to the Ii. of the head, .ad 
IJIUIl 1oq·bcad' 'lhort.-head', the mt two ~ to the pr~on 
of the r.ee, and ,*iUl 'confoniUD, to the hUmiD .taiad.rd', 
'coabmiDl to the ataDd.rd 01 the biate". 
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surroundings.' Further on~ wa.rtni~g to his -,ubject, 
Sir Herbert growl mQre positive: 'On the whole, 
therefore, the form of tbe bead, specially when com­
bined with other characters, is a good test of racial 
affinity.' But in the next sentence he makes tQe 
following im~ortant reservation which practically 
amounts to gtviD~ his case awa.,. 'It may be added 
tbat neither the shape nor the Slze of .the head seems 
to bear any direct relation to intellectual capacity. 
People with long [dolichocephalic] heads cannot be 
said to be cleverer or more advanced in culture than 
peopl.with short [brachycephalic] heads.' 

Were the measurements, upon which the conclu­
sions of the anthropometrists are based, taken from 
a mass of skulls gathered from a wide area? Let us 
see. 'It must be admitt~d,' says Vogt, 'that Retzius' 
measurements were confined to a few skulls which 
he selected as typic::! I, and that he estimated the 
cranial shape rather from the general impresliion of 
the aspect of the skulls than by exact measurements.' 
Dr. Marton, another craniologist, based his observa­
tions on the Teutonic group of races on the measure­
ment of thirty Teutonic IIkulIs. Topinard determined 
the nasal index of the Gallic race by measuring the 
noses of sixty-eight Parisians. Professor Aehy of 
Berne had less than six hundred !'Ikuns for the classi­
fication of all mankind. Sir Herbert Risley too\[ the 
measurements of "nearly six thoulland per-8ODs 
representing -ei~hty-nine of the leaning castes and 
tribes in Northern India, from tbe Bay of Bf'nga,J to 
the frontiers of A~han18tan ;". that iB to say, he 
based bis generalisations regarding tbe races of India 
on t~ examination Qf Ieee tban &eVicnty ,beads for 
each ,tr.ibal or caategroqp. ,Dr. Vogt: ~ h'- ob­
scrvations on the .head fomn of$l1e ,Ethiopian on tlae 
examination ot six skulls only! And quite in keeping 
with the above, lie laid dO:'llVll the propoSitio~ tllat 
the beam of a Negro Jaadz:a lese Slambel'.of (lQIWDMI­
'tiona than A?hite !ll)9,11" bttain, time ,iac:1ic~ 
~inferioritt.. frQm the ob~rve.tion of-tbe,~ fJt 

• Tribe. and Calt" ltf .... w'tli&1~ lira. ... ~ ...... 



a Hottt;ntot woman's bram. Dr. Scholea lUoat truly 
observes :-- , 

"The braiD ofa eolit8ry Hottentot female. aDd Dot eftD tbe 
braiD but oDly the model of that brain. i. made to euppl1 the 
facta for a generalisatioD concerDillg the brailHttractare and the 
.,QIaiD-capacity of lome 212 milliou. of tbe human race, Je a 
greater travesty of scientific reeearcb ponlble,? And yet, of this 
particular department. the .ample now fun:nlbed reprelente tbe 
quality of the fact8 habitually served up to tbe world by the 
wholuale and retail traffickere iD the popular wares of Negro 
alpereioD." 

It is well to mention here that craniologists ;tre 
not even agreed as to the broad results of their in­
vestigations, For among them, there are persons_ 
such as Drs, Denikcr and Tiedmann-according .to 
whom both in size as well as in internal capal'ity. 
the skull of the Caucasian is not one whit larger than 
that of the coloured races, 

Thus we find that the cranium is no guide to the 
origin of races; that the crania examined are too 
few to establish any theory concerning the pre­
dominance of a certain cranial type in each race; that 
the three diffentnt types of craDla are all three found 
in each race; and that hence. on the ground of crani­
al peculiarity no justification exists for applying to 
one race the term 'superior' and to another race the 
term 'inferior' ; and that as far liS cra.nial vaJllation 
is con('('fm:d there is nothing against the probability 
of there being to the Caucssian, Mongolian and 
Negro l'aces a common or~in, 

.And yet, to what uses ha. this pHuedo-seience of 
craniology been put, will appear from the following 
extracts from two \"well-known newapapers, tlle 
Referee and the S,pect8tor. Ooe of the articleaw,as 
baaed on the inCident of the invitation of Booker 
'Washington to dinner.t the White House and the 
other was written in 190:'1 wnen the ethnolo.gical 
mnq of India wq about.t.o .be QJ1lieriaken. 

'Tbe Refet'f!e 2-
"~.N.'8f'.GJ .m Juwe _ "' ..... . r_ faPUd "Wi __ .k 

..alu.,.e toJIPW!I"& ~ ~~_~_"'caDle .u.. bIO\herJwod ·~ .. OuAl""" 1Ndi0 .. , • .......,/· 
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Tbe Spectator writes :-
"In education in particular, and even In adminiltration, we 

underratt. the: extreme variety of origin among the peoplel of 
lni!ia ...... Rod are apt to J?roceed a. if they were all Aryanl, tbat 
is, penon. with receptive brains, instead ot recognising that 
divisiolll of them, perhapl a fourth of the population, [,are 
AUlltraloidl or aboriginal MongolII, whOle· brain!! need prepa­
ration before tbey can understand, much lesa alsimilate, We.tern 
idea., 

Here is Dr. Scholes· vigorous criticism of the 
above :-

"No doubt, by those unacquainted with the ingredients-in the' 
form offacu-of which these extracts are made up, they will ha\"<.' 
~en imbibed, all other uOltram" of the lIame class are being im­
bibed, al vintagu of the choicest brand; thereby giving point to 
the maxim that "where ignorance ill blils it is folly to be wille."­
"Redressing the facial angle," "growing a more IIpacious cranium," 
"'ongheads," "shortht-ads." How impolling they look 1 Bow 
erndite thev sound! But of the inhabitantll of Central and 
Northern Europe, what was the character of their "facial angle" 
at the time of the Roman Conquest? And when W811 it redressed? 
In tho@e days were there only "shortbeads"? 1£ there were not, 
what has ~c()rnc of the "Iongheads"? Such, then, is the mllnner 
wherein these fallacies of ethnology, introducerl thirty or forty 
year ago, are to-day being masqueraded ilY our current litera­
tbre~1t 

And now the reader will be prepared for the fol­
lowin~ passage, taken from the introduction to Dr. 
Scholes' book :-

"Christendom at the present time sufi'etll from a plethora of 
lu:s ...... truth is ~poken only within the limitations pre.cribcd by 
politics. PoliliclI is the summum genus of the species ciTiliged 
in8titutions-munjci~a) administration, social life, education, 
law, commerce, religIOn, litrratQre, science, philanthropy-all In 
practice, of course not in tbeory, end in, and are regUlated by, 
politlcal considerations. And as the 'interests' of politici fre­
quently demand the total ,uppres.ion, or the partial IItatement 
ooJy of truth, theee inltitutlonl are found aecordingly harmonill­
ing truth with the exigencies of politic.. Let me furnish iii .ingle 
examtlle. Nearl,. fifty years allo certain etboologim and BlItbrD­
POIORilts, upon the mOlt ludicroualy inadequate data, tanght 
that, among the cdtoured races, there were certain ilnatomical 
~iaritiee present, whlc:h not only diJItillJll!!bed theIC races 
trom the white race, but made thtm phy.,ca1ly, moraU,. and 
IDtntaDy the in~OJ!I of the wbite race:. Por many yean after 
ite &IUIou~nt tbil theory, ill almost nuy qaarttr. rouad little 
Qr 80 credence. Bat wild .oDIe thirty yean qo the Boro-
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Aaaericau 6Hiriag. to retain ia bit OWll ha.da all politic:&l pq .... , 
ftIOl'fed to ouat the Afro-American from poliw, aDd later. , w1u:e 
Eaglithmea followed more or len by othert · of the B1I~ 
colooisiug Statetl, for the same reaaoo .. that which proDloted ·tk 
Euro-Americao. resolved, in like maDDer, to r:ft'ectivtly bar the 
pro6fet1s of their coloured fenow-.ubjects tow.rda political ell­
fl'l'fichieemeot, tbi, theory "'at e:rhlltDed from the grave of it. 
oblivion, wall galvaoised ioto life, aDd by religioQ, commeree, 
literll.tare, aod aU the other institutions of civilisatioo. haa ,ioce 
then been employed to hold ia eerfdom the larger eectioo o( man­
kiad. It mnst be ob!oerved. that daring the nearly fifty yean 
that have intervened since thete hypothetical. anatomical peculia· 
~ were published, a great accumulatioo of ract.-the reeult of 
rocr~a8ed an ... tomical knowledge. of better acquaiotaoce with tile 
enviroomentl aod habits of primitive peopleif. aod mOlt of all, 
the relult of the progress of oumerous coloured communltiel uader 
w ... tt1'o culturc-bae been available. 

"These facts ...... llre overwhelming in their diBproof of the 
reported anatomical peculiaritiell of the coloured races. Yet how 
have such fads been received? They have been modified. iguored. 
or repressed. in order that the discredited aSBertion. made forty 
or fifty ycars ago may be brought ioto harmony with tb~ 
dictates of politiCII. and that in COD.equenct, the coloured racea 
may, with some show of reason, be held in the Berni.bondage of 
pupilage ...... And with respect to Icience, wbereas in other depart­
ments. including religion, science demaod. for itll relCan:hes, 
independence. and for its finding., fre~ .pt'ccb, bere wber~ tbe 
"i~tc:rcllh" of ,Politics are iovolved. wone even tban being muuled, 
IClence prevancates. 

How deserved the above scathing observations 
are, will further appear from the fact that not only 
the head and the face, but even other parts of the 
Negro's organism have been f,)und fault with. Vogt 
asserts tha.t his belly is relaxed and pendulous, he 
rarely stands upright, his knees are usually bent and 
the legs frequently bandy and so on. The vocabulary 
of abuse was hardly sufficient to meet the require­
ments of this scientist's description of the negro 
anatomy,· Dr. Scholes with the experience gained 
from. his prolonged residence in Africa, answers him . 
thus ;-

"With the IOlitary exception of Dr. VOJ(t, aft the world kuo .. 

- Readers of 'hi Iudia' by tile Late Mr, SteeftDl, the brilliut 
co~deut of the U>rtdOIl D.DT ' JI.JI. .. rec:aD ~ 
Ii.w.t ott.etaIIees ~II&' tile BeuptiI, lor wblch tbere · .... 
aboQteqaalJ_tific:atioD ... Jse .tOed olllcrritC tIIaa .... Iidne 
bim on the BugbJJ Bridge at Calcutta. 

uS 
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that bat for bit magDiftcent physique, equalled by few, if any, but 
sarpaued by none, tbe Bthiopian could never bave BUCCt!8lfully 
enconntend, and profitably survived, the rig our and ravages of a 
remorse]eu alld relentle •• senitude." 

But among ethnologists themselves there are 
persons who are capable of taking a saner view, a!:! 
two of them are quoted below. 

Dr. Prichard says :-
"From a consideration of the facts which belong to this 

department of inquiry, and a comparison of different tribes with 
each other, an inference appeared to result that all diversities />1" 
anatomical structures that are known to characterise the' 
different tribes of men are mere varieties, and do not amount to 
specific differeD"""." 

Blumenbach makes the followiug emphatic obser­
vation :-

" 'God's itnll~e he too.' as Fuller says, 'although made out of 
ebony.' This has been doubted sometimes, and on the contrar", 
it has been asserted that the negrot'S are specifically different in 
their bodily structure from other men, and must be plae-ed consi­
derablv in the rear, from the condition of their obtuse mental 
capacities. Personal obsl'rvation, combined with the accounts 
of trustworthy and unpreju:}iced witnesses, has, however, Ion)!" 
since convinced me of the want of foundation in hoth theRe 
assertions ....... 1 am acquainted with no single distinctive bodily 
character which is at once pecuiiar to the ne)!"ro and which cannot 
be found to exist in mnnv other and distant nations; none which 
is in the like way ('ammon to the negroes. and in which thty do 
not again come in contact with other nations through impercep-, 
tible paRsageR, just as every other variety of man l'uns into the 
neighbouring populations." 

Another argument which remains to be examined 
is that mulattoes, who are the offspring of the 
African and the Teuton, intermarrying among them­
selves, tend to become sterile. Dr. Nott, the author 
of this proposition, however, admits that the off"­
spring of the Latin and the African races are quite 
prolific. 

Between the p1ulattoes of the slave states of the 
American Union and.the blacks, constant intermar­
riages take place and hence the census statistics of 
the United S,tates afford no data for studyill$" the 
~oli6cacy of fhe mulattoes amoy tbemselves. But 
the locial position of the mulatto in the West Indies 
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"is one·.of comparative isolation from both white and 
black:. Comparing the increase of population in 
Jamaica with that of England and Wales !Jetweeutbe 
years 1834-1881, we find that whereas 1n england 

"and Wales there has been an increase of 49 p.c., among 
the mulatto population of Jamaica, for the sam.e 
period, the increase was 63 p.c. That is to say, 
during forty.seven years the prolificacy of mulattoes 
of AngJo-Afric.:'l.n descent in Jamaica among them. 
selves was 14 p.c. more than that of the population 
'of England and Wales during the same pt'riod. And 
thus the attempt by mean!;' of the assumed infertility 
among the offspring of Anglo-AfriLan parentage, to 
prove the difference of origin of til<' races, has also 
failed. 

The last proposition which has been advanc­
ed against the theory of monogenesis may be 
illustrated by another newspaper quotation. The 
following is an extract from a leading article in the 
London Daily NeVI's of July 4th, 1902, on the 
centenary of Dumas:-

"To-day is the centenary of the birth of the ID09t ptriking and 
graphic writer of prose fiction which the whole range 0/ IJterature 
present-Alexander I>umaR perc, who. July 4th, 1802, began a 
'<tormful life of brilliant genius anu ullgovernable propenaities. 
His father wns a Creule. And the ROil exlubitc:d SOrD P out not all 
of thp chfuactenstics which usually r~~ult fr(ltu tbe blending of the 
hloou of the white mau with that of the Negro. Often, if not 
generally. that result is a UIliOIl of the worst qualities of both 
races, or d"'9cendants in whom the qUIcker intelligence of the white 
race seems onll' to animate and excite tht" lower propensities of 
the Negro ...... the offspring of such ulli(ln~ often prove what are 
called 'sports.' and there is a chance of such belD~ a genius, aa 
Dnma~ undoubtedly was...... He lived bis life furiously and reck­
lealy, squanderinll hili amazing gifu on hUllks of l,terature and 
the world_ He was without principle and without self-respect." 

I shall conclude the present paper with Dr. 
Scholes' criticism of this specious theory: 

"Thus, seeing that Oliver Goldsmith, Robil:rt Burnl, aud Lord 
Byroa, like Dumaa. WClte geniusea, and also, like him, eufft-ted frOID 
laxity of morale, we muat concll1de that they too had Negro 
blood in their veinl, which wal ac~ountable for t~ lUoral 
c:.br i . .. .. Tan, tbete three ~D had Dot NefJro blood in their mill IUId 
yet were geQiU8el and at the lame tIme tfanlgtellofl ia moed., 
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then there i. no ground fot" attributing Dumall' moral tl'.l18~ 
8ion to his mil:ed parentage. Agaia, if thee three men had n~ 
mixed blood and yet "Vere moral delinquents, then the Daily News. 
in attributing Duma,,' irregularities to hi. African blood, i. guilty 
of the logical fallacy of irrdeva.nt conclulion. Such, then, fs 
another of the proofs by which the statement, that the children o' 
mbed unions iuherit the bad qualities of both race" is lupported. 

"Besidell, the propagators of tbi. theory lay themselves under­
the obligation of accounting for the bad qualities of the criminal 
da811es of Europe a.nd America: tor the criminal dane! of the 
latter place, who are not mulattoes." 

THE ALLEGED INFERIORITY OF 
THE COLOURED RACES-II. 

In our first paper on this subject, we have tried 
to sho,,', prinCipally on the authority of Dr. Scholes, 
the entirely fallacious character of the reasonings,. 
based on physical differences, by which the superiori­
ty of the colourless 'races over the coloured is sought 
to be proved. It will b(' our purpose in the present 
paper, relying mainly· on the same source, to­
attempt to show that just as science does not 
support the theory at physical superiority, so history 
refutes the theory of mental superiority of the 
colourless over thE' coloured races. 

It was actually believed by some pious slave­
owners in the Southern States of the American UDion~ 

Mainlv. but not, entirelv. Other authoritiea conmlted aTe 
-Ameer Ali', History of tbe S.,..oe.as. Draper'. History of the 

Iatellectlfal Development of Europe and Cord/ict of Religion IUItl 
Sdenoe ; LeckY'1I History of SuropelUl Moral.;" Buckle'. Hi$tory 
ct Civilisation. editt-<i by J. W. Robert8ou; Blunt8c:hli" Tbeoty 
of Stllte; WilkiolOo·. History of tile Ancient ~; 
J\reaaaad'. Biud" A.tronomy (Loudoll 1&J6) •• Y&laable book, 
aow become ran-. 
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tw.,t cplour has no function ettept as a mark of in­
Feriority, and especially as the sign of a CUt'8e upon 
the Ethiopian race, of which slaver1 is a corollary. 
Dr. Scholes meets the racial fanaticism hy an atgu­
~ent which ought to appeal to Christians-

"If the black skin of the Ethiopian were tbe expression of tbe 
servitude to which the Deity In a curse had condemned him, then 
what curse was there that coneigned to the rigourt! of Egyptian 
bondage. for four bundred years, the Hebrew.-the cholCn people 
of God ? And if a divine CQ.r8e, were the Hebrew. the ChOICD 
JlC0r.1e of God? And if a divine cnrlle, were the Hebre*_ black ? 

• Further, if in addition to the black skin, the mental and 
moral degradation of the Bthiopian be also symptom. of this 

,CUrte, then of what curae were the moral and mental degradation 
of the European, in former a~eB, the symptoms? Tbe Greeks 
bad their slavetl, who probably were all whites; the Romans 
had their slaves, who were more white than blsck ............ .. 

Not only is the capacity for intellectual progress 
denied to the coloured races, but it is also asserted 
that they are incapable of moral progress, for, ou 
the authority of no less a scientist than Darwin, 
high moral attainment is the equivalent of high 
intellectual development. Hut Dr. Scholes shows 
by quotations from Mommsen and others that the 
century preceding the Christian Era, though one of 
very hIgh intellectual atta.inment in Rome, was at 
the same time a period characterised by an insane 
display of wealth and a mad extravagance, an 
unreRtrained sexual license, and slavery on an ex­
tensive scale. The intellectual progress made by 
western Europe in the eighteenth century does not 
therefore connote a corresponding moral progess. 

In order th~t the assertions of the mental 
-superiority of the colourless races may be sustained, 
it must be shown (1) either. that the colourless race 
has always been progressive, or that, when un­
progressive, its position mentally wa' higher than 
that in which the mental con:iitioll of the coloured 
races has invariably stood; (2) that the coloured 
races have been uniformly unprogressive, that the 
depth of their unprogresslvenels bp been alwa~ 
lft!8.~r than tbf.t which th.. colourless race luu 
.ever reached, and that when brought in COntact 
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with a progressive race they had never erinced: 
any capacity to rise from their habitually low 
plane of existence. 

The progress made by the Afro.Americans, the 
modern Egyptians and Indians, and the phenome ... 
nal success of Japan in assimilating all that is coo· 
sidered best in European civilisation are sufficient 
examples of the fact that the coloured races, when 
they come in contact with the civilised white races, 
can raise themselves in the scale of civilisation. 

Dr. Scholes, in his Glimpses of the Ages, has 
abundantly proved, by lengthy extracts from ancient 
historians like Tacitus, Polybius, Plutarch and 
Crcsur, thai the Germans, Gauls, Celts and Britons. 
the predecessors of the highly civilised races of 
modern Europe and America, were in a state of 
existence which was "in certain of its phases lower 
than that in which the most barbarous of modern 
savages are now found." Cx"ar describes tile 
native Briton as follows :-

"The inhabitants of Kent. w11ich lies wholly on the sea·coast. 
are the most civi\i~ed of all the Britons. and differ but little in 
th~ir manners from the (;auls. The greater part of those within 
the country never SOl1\' their lands, but live on flesh and milk. 
and go dad in skins. All the Britoo;' in general paint themselves 
with woad, whicb ,gives '" bluish ca~t to the skin and makes 
them look drefldlu\ in battle. They are long.haired, nnd shave 
the relt 01 the body exc~pt the h~ad nnd upper lilJ. Ten N 
twelve of them live together, having their wives in common, 
especially brothers or parents. and children nmong themselves, 
but the iuue IS always ascribed to him who first espoused the 
mother," 

The Roman historians expatiate OIl the ignorance, 
treachery, superstition, unreliableness. unprogres­
siveneas, and general low form of life of these early 
barbarians: and dwell upon the absence among them 
of all knowledge of the metals and of any art, and of 
permanent habitations; they speak of the extreme 
poverty and wretchedness prevailing amoog these 
people, of the practice of incest, polygamy, human. 
sacri6.ce and dotl'estic slavery, and of the indolence 
and. ferocity of 'these predecessor!\, of the modern. 
Englishman, Franchman and German. The degrada-
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tion Q.f womanhood had gone so far th~t ~he 
tillage of the soil was imposed on wo~. A. 
Chinese poet of that age would have been entirely 
justified in singing--

B~tt~r fifty year. of Cathay 
Than a cycle of Burope. 

During the present war the most heinous crimes, 
the most fiendish cruelty and the most degraded kind 
of bestiality have been attributed to the Germans. 
These, if true, would prove the colourless Tenton 
fo be worse than any cllloured savage; if false. they 
would prove the accusers of the Germans, also 
colourless, to he unsurpassed liars. 

We will now pass briefly in review some cfthe 
ancient civilisations of thc world which were of a. 
non-European origin. To take the earliest* of them 
first. We all know about the ancient Egyptians, 
who possesseo a civilisation of a very high order 
eighteen centuries before Christ. Their pyramids 
are inimitable; so also their stupendous bronze 
statues; they possessed the secrets of hardening or 
tempering bronze with which modern Europe is 
unacquainted; the secret of embalming dead bodies 
is a lost art. Their musical iostrun:eots, their 
jewellery, their gold and silver vases, their chairs, 
ottomans and fauteuils, aod their manufactures of 
cotton, linen and paper, formed the models for the 
imitation of the most advanced nations of later 
times. They attain('d a mastery in the manufacture 
of glass which has oot been snccessfully imitated by 
the modem nations. The sculptures of Thebes and 
Beni Hassan, the architecture of the temples and the 
tombs, are a marvel to this day. In the mathema­
tical aod the physical sciences, such as Geometry, 
Astronomy, Chemistry, Mechanics, they were th~ 
teachers of Greece. Tbeir laws and priestly regula­
tions were framed with great .isdom. Lest the 
reader thinks that the above remarks are exaggera­
ted, I shall qnote a few sentences from WilIdu800', 
atandard work :-

Ia the opiuion :t European aua.ta. 
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"Nor wue tbey deficient in ta.te,-a taste. too, not acquired 
by imitating approved modell, but claiming for itself t be praiee of 
Qriginatity. and univenaU, allowed to have been the portent 
of much that wae afterwards perfected, with sucb wonderful 
lucce .. , by the most bighlv gifted of nll.tions, the Greeks." " ...... 
the wonderful mechanical Rkill of the Egyptians; and we may 
qUHtioD whether with the ingenuitr Bnd science of the presl'nl. 
day our engineers are capable of raising weights with the same 
facility 8S that ancient people." "How far then do we find tbe 
EgyptIans Rurpa5Bing the Greeks, at this early period, in the 
IICl,ence of music! Indeed, long before the lyre wall known in 
Greece, the Ef1;yptia/l8 had attained the billhest degree of perfec­
tion in the form of their stringed inatruments; on which 'nf,' 
improvement wal found neccRsary, even at a time when their 
,kill was 110 great that Greek Hages visited Egypt to studv 
mUlic, amon,2 tbe otber scieoces, for which it was renowned." 
"Many of their ornamental vasl'S as well ,\I, those in common 
Ulle pre.ent the most ele~ant forms. which would do honour to 
the skill oC a Greek artist; the Egyptians dil!playin/t in these 
o~ectl 01 private luxe, the taste of a highly refined people." 

Winkelmann is of opinion that the Egyptians 
"Carried the art of ~las9-making to a higher degree of perfection 

than ourselves, though it may appear a paradox to those wbo 
bave not seen their works in this material." 

Regardin.c their social customs, Wilkinson says :-
"In .ome instance,. we find men and women sitting together. 

both strangers 1\8 well al members of the same family; a privilege 
not conceded to females among the Greeks. except 'fIith their 
relatjons; and this not only argues a very IZreat advancement 
in civililll.tion. but proves, like many otber Eglptian cUI/toms. 
bow far this people excelled the Greeks in habits Co 8Qciallife." 

Well do Dr. Birch and Mr. S. Lane-Poole remark: 
"Th't superior po.ition of women in the social .cale ...... 'Ihows 

that the B~ptian. reached a bigher point of delicacy and 
refinement than either tbeir Ea.tern or Western successors. 
Colotlilal in art. profound in philosopby Rod religion, and in 
pot_lion of the knowledge of the ~rt8 and sciences, Egypt 
abibltl the aRtounding phenomenon of an elevated civilisation 
at a period when the other nations of the world were almost 
unknown." 

Greece imparted her civiliflation to Rome, and 
Rome to modern Europe. Whence did Greece derive 
her civilisation? '1'0 this Dr. Scholes replies, after 
citing ancient historians like Diodoms and Berod~ 
tUB, and some modern writers on the subject, that 
B gypt was the fducator of modem Europe through 
G reece, that .. Egyptian civilisat1~ is to modem 
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-civilisation what oxygen is to the air we breathe1 it 
is its baai8," and that "the spring of Buropean, a.rt. 
no less than of European science, is Egypt, arid not 
Greece." Dr. Scholes observes that "among most of 
our modern historians the prevailing habit is either 
to deny, ignore. or to deprecate the fact that the 
Greeks were thus obligated to the Bgyptians." 
Nevertheless, it is a fact that Cecrops and Danaus, 
the leaden of the Egyptians, settled respectively m Athens and Argos. and thus contributed 
tlie largest share to the upbl1ilding of Greek 
.civilisation. Modern historians who find it im­
possible to ignore the indebtedness of ancient 
Greece to Egypt, have directed their energies to 
provin~ that the ancient E~yptians were not 
EthiopUlns. They want to retatn the Aryan kiuBhip 
ofthe ancient Egyptians at all costs. We have seen 
in our previous paper how the anthropometrist 
Nott, in his anxiety to maintain the supremacy of 
the white over all other races, even though they 
be of the 'supreme Caucasian' type, said: "the 
Hindoo is almost as far removed in structure from 
the Teuton as is the Hottentot." But when he 
finds it to his purpose to prove the unity of the 
Indo-European race in view of the possible deriva­
tion of ancient Egyptians from the Htndus, he says: 
"All the Caucasian families belong to that vast 
chain of nations called Indo-European in consequen­
'ce oftheUo..baving a common tongue, the Sanscrit." 
This veracious historian, however, holds that the 
ancient Egyptians were Europeans and not Hindus, 
which is the view propounded by another eminent 

-ethnologist, Heeren. while a third, Featherwa.u, 
'surmises that they were Syrians or Assyrians. 
There are others, however, who could not totally 
ignore the eV'idence of history, and these, including 
Volney, Prichard. and Rollins, were compelled 
to declare in favour of their Negro origin. Dr. 
:Sclao1es, apalysing the phiJologicaJ,~ physical and 
hiatorieal eviden~ ,nth great care Rod Impartiality, 
.arrives at the same conclueioD. We therefore see 
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that the Negroes are now "fallen from their higb 
estate" and that at one time their ancestors civilised 
modern Europe. 

Let us now turn to the ancient Mexicans and 
Peruvians. I shall take my facts from Draper's wel1~ 
known history. In Mexico, the legislative power 
resided in the monar-ch. who was, however, subject 
to the laws of the realm. The judges held their 
office independently of: and were not liable to 
removal by him. The laws were reduced to writin~ 
which, though only a s.vstem of hieroglyphics, 
served its purpose so well that the Spaniards were 
obliged to admit its validity in their law coutts, 
mal1iage was regardell as an important social 
engagement, divorces were with difficulty granted. 
No distinction of caste was permitted. There was 
a well-organist'd postal service of couriers. The 
army was provided with hospitals, army surgeons 
anrl a medical staff. The higher classes w:ere 
strictly unitarian. At the conquest, the Mexican 
calendar was hetter than the Spanish. There were 
'sun-dials, and instruments for the solstices and 
equinoxes. The glObular form of the earth and the 
obliquity of the ecliptic were known. Their agricul­
ture was superior to tha't of Europe; therc was 
nothing in the old world to compare with theirmena­
geries and hotnni('f! 1 !!:tr<lens. They practise(t with 
skill delicate mechanical arts like those of the 
jeweller and enameller. They were skilfQl,.weavers 
of cloth. They knew how to move immense masses 
ot rock. Polygamy was confined to the wealthy. 
Mexicans gave Europe tobacco, snuff, chocolate, 
cochineal. They had theatrical and pantomimic 
performances. The King's palace was a wonderful 
work of art. It!! harem was adorned with magnifi­
cent tapestries of featherwork; in its ~rden were 
fountains, cascades, baths, statues, alabasters, cedar 
groves, forests and a widerness of flowers. In con­
spicuous retirpnent was a temple dedicated to the 
omnipotent invisible God. In thi, no sacrifice. were 
o1fered, bat only sweet-scented Bowen and gt1tU. 
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The Peruvian civilisation was developed indepen­
dently ot the Mexican, as the two nations were , 
ignorant of each oth~r. The state of Peruviatl 
civilisation is at once demonstrated when it is said 
that the mountain-slopes had become a garden, 
immense terraces havin~ been constructed where­
required for the purposes of agricultare, and 
irngation on a grander scale than that at Egypt 
carried on by gigantic canals and aqueducts. 
Two great military road .. were built, one on the 
~laieau and the other on the shore. The former 
for nearly two thousand miles crossed metras covered 
with snow, was thrown over ravines, or went 
through tunnels in the rocks. Our admiration for 
this splendid piece of engineering is enhanced when 
wc remember that it was accomplished without iron 
and gun-powder. Of these roads, Humboldt says 
tbat they were among the most useful and most 
stupendous ever executed by the hand of man. In 
Cuzco was the imperial residence of the Inca. The 
king-'s palace at Yucay is described bv the Spaniards 
as a fairy scene. The popular religion WAR Sun­
worship, hut the higher classes believed in the nne 
invisible God. Tbe popular faith had a ritual and 
splendid ceremonial. PolJgamy. though permitted, 
was confined to the higher classes. The people 
were divided into groups, and over each group of 
ten thousands an Inca noble presided. Through 
this system a rigid centralisation was insured. An 
annual survey of the country, its farming and 
mineral products was made, and, the inventory 
transmitted to the Government. A register of births 
and deaths was kept, and periodically a g-eneral 
census was taken. "In Peru a man could not 
i~prove his social state ... he could become neither 
ncher nor poorer; but it was the bOfl4lt of the sts-. 
~em that everyone lived exempt, from social suBer­
Ing---:-that all enjoyed competence." The arm)'" 
C0.DS18ted of two hundred thousand .men. Thet~ 
year was divided ipto months and weeks. The,. 
hadgnOlDons to indicate the 8Olaticee. Their 
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writing was inferior to that of Egypt, but ;they bad 
a literature consisting of poetry, dramatic composi­
tions and the like. In Spain there was nothing that 
<could be compared with their great water-works. 
The aqueduct of Condesuya was nearly five hundred. 
miles long. "Its engineers had overcome difficulties 
in a manner that miJ.!ht well strike modern times 
with admiration." They built edifices of porphyry, 
granite and brick. 

Our knowledge of Mexican history would have 
lJeen much ampler than it is, but for the tact that 
immense quantities of Mexican literature were 
.consigned to the flames by the Spanish Archbishop 
of Mexico, just as Cardinal Ximenes burnt a vast 
number of Arabic manuscripts at Granada at about 
the same time. As Draper remarks :-

"The enormous crime of Spain in destroying thill civilisation 
hat never yet been appreciated in Europe. After an attentive 
.consideration of the facts of the case, 1 agree in the couclul1on 
of Carli, that at the time of the conquest the moral man in Peru 
was Buperior to the European, and, 1 will add, the intellectual 
man a150. In Spain, or even in all Europe, waR there to be 
found a political system carried out into the practical details of 
actual life, and expressed in great public works 8S ita outward, 
'Visible and enduring sign, which could at all be compared with 
that of Peru ?" 

Of the civilisation of China,' it is not necessary 
to s~eak much. the Chinese system of administra­
tion'is well-known. The people are remarkably 
<chaste and honest, they are physically strong and 
peacefully disposed. Ma Twan Lin's Catalogue of 
Chinese literature is a library in itself. Printing, 
pn-powder and the mariner's compass are Chinese 
Inventions. Silk and porcelain have been introduced 
into Europe from China. In certain of the mecha­
nical arts, in chemistry, metallurgy, architecture, 
agriculture, and horticulture, the Chinese display 
wonderful skilt Of their manufal;tures oae authority 
speaks thus :-

"Tbe principal manufactares of the Chi Delle are silk, cotton. 
lineu aDd pottel1'. for which they are eapecially celebrated. The 
£meat porcelain is made in the provioc.-of KiaD" ............. :rbeir 
tlkillin handicrafta is utoDiahing. Tbeir ridl sUb and satiu. 
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light ga1l.1, beaatifaJ embroidery, elaborate eagt'aving on .ood 
aad atoae, ddk'ate filig~ work in gold 1UKI.i1'fe1", cat'fi..- o~ 
ivorl' fine Iac:qaered ware, antiqne VelW in broDR, aQd their 
brilliant rolouring on thO!: fans of pith paper, command our' 
admiration. " 

Draper thus speaks of the Chinese civilisation:-
"What is it that give. to her wonderful 1"lIgevity r ............ The 

organisation of the national intellect I. the principle. A broad' 
foundation is laid in univeraal education. It i. intended that 
every Chinese shall know bow to read and write. The epeeial 
plan then adopterl is that of competitive examination.. The way 
10 p~blic advancement i. open to aU. Merit, real or lappOIed, 
~, the only pauport to office. Its deR:ref determinC8 excluaively 
social rank. The (;Qvernment is organised on mental qualifica­
tions...... The intention is to givt' a dominating control to intel· 
lect ...... The Chinclle bave heard of (our discordant opinions, 0/ onr 
intolerance to those whll differ in ideas from as, of oar worship of 
wulth, Ilnd the honour we pay to birth; he bas heard that we 
lIometimes commit political power to men who arc 110 little above 
th~ animals that,they can neither read nor write j thr"t we hold 
military succe~ in esteem, and regard the pro{cSlion of arms a. 
the only .uitable occcpation for a gentleman. It i. so long ainee 
his anccstOl's thought and acted in that manner that he jallti6eB 
himself in reg ... rding us as having lICarcely yet emerged from the 
barharian stal'lc ..... A great comlt\unity aiming to govern itllelf 
by intellect rather than by coercion, is a spectacle worthy of 
admiration." ..... 

Egypt, Mexico, Peru, China, India, these are the 
great ancient civilisations of the non-European 
wodd and all of them were indigenous and self­
dcnloped, none produced from exotic rnodels. It 
is not necessary here to dwell on ancient Hindu 
civilisation. The world is indebted to the Hindus, 
among many other inventions, for the decimal 
notation, for algebra and trigonometry. I refer 
those w bo want to know more on this subject, to 
the bibliography given at the end of Professor 
Macdonell's History of Sanskrit Literature. I shall 
only content myself with one or two extracts trom 
Brennand's Bindu astronomy. which will serve to· 
show that European writers have nob been fairer to, 
the Hindus than to the Egyptians., Says he : - . 

"10. some qo.arteTs au attemyt haa beeo. made to miuimiM tbese ' 
facaltitl [those of close reaaolllng in the 1ItieDft,.pl m&thematicll 

• l"ot II ~r espoetiOD of the Cbio.ue potitiotlj tee ~, 
from Joho. Clrillamaa. , 
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and kindrl!d lubjedll even in their most abstruse ~pecta] upon 
ground. which, in the-opinion of the preeent writer, are not only 
inadequate, but which .how in the critic:l themselves a want of 
appt'cciation uf the true merits of Hindu astronomy." 

Again,-
"A cODviction formrrl many y('arA ago that the Hindus have 

not received the credit due to their literature and mathematical 
acienccs from Europeans and which has been strengthened by a 
renewal of my study of those materi'lls, has led me also to a desire 
to put before the public their system of astronomy, &c." 

Of the imitative type of civilisation, as opposed 
to the spontaneous, the Saracenic may be mentioned, 
as the highest non-European example. Dr. Scholes 
says:-

"The Greeks, 80 to speak, h'lve been the instructors as we have 
seen, of both the Romans and the Saracens. The Romans were 
of the same race as the Greeks, whilst the Saracens were Semitic 
But Illthot1~h linked in the one ca~e by the afflnity of race, yet 
which (It these two peoples, trained by the same master-the 
GreeJ(s-hns in mental calibn' borne the close' resemblance t<) its 
teacher? Certainly it is the Sara{'en~, who in poetry, philosopby, 
scIence and letter~, rcv~aled the Greek ca9t of Intellect." 

Mr. Ameer Ali's Short History of the Saracens 
is now n. text hook in Indian colleges, and ouly a 
brief notice of that wonderful people is therdore 
necessary to illustrate the above eulogistic obser­
yation. 

At a time when a pall of dense ignorance and 
barbarism enveloped the white races of Europe, the 
Arabs alone held aloft the torch of learning. The 
history of the Abbasside dynasty of Bagdad, the 
Fatcmite dynasty of Cairo and the Omureyade 
dynasty of Cordova,-all of which flourished 
between the 8th to the 13th century of the Christian 
Bra-reads like a romance. Under Harun AI-Rachid 
and his suC'cesssor, At-Mamun, Bagdad attained 
the acme of civilisation. There all the known 
sciences were 'cultivated. Philosophy. belJes lettns, 
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, algebra, chemis­
try, land-surveying, botany, geology, natural 
history, weN cultivated with equal aividity. "When 
Europe was hardly more enligbt.ened than Caffraria 
1S now, the Sat'acens were cultivating and creating 
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1K:ience," BSys Draper. The empire of the Moors 
abounded in erlenslve libraries, and tbe books rlUl#d 
over the whole coarse of the domain of int..eneCt, 
romances and tales,·history, jurisprudence, politics, 
pl,ilos0phy. travels, biography, books of reference, 
encyc1opredias. The philosophy of Averroes is akin to 
the Vedanta ofthe Hindus, "Rationalism acquired a 
:predominance such as ;t has perhaps not gained even 
10 modern times in European countries." "The vast 
literature," says RediHot, "which existed during this 
period, the multifarious productions of genius, the 
precious inventions, ' all of which attest a marvellous 
activity of intellect. justify the opinion that the 
Arahs were our masters ;11 ererything. They fur. 
nished us on the one hand with inestimable materials 
for the history of the middle ages. with travels, with 
the h<'ppy idea of biographical dictionaries; on the 
other, an industry without ('qual, architecture mag­
ni4icent in execution and thought, and important 
discoveries in art." The pah.ce of Alhambra in 
Granada ha!; bcen aptly called "a fabric of the genii.' 
Persons baving n taste for learning flocked to the 
Moorish Universities of Spain from all parts of 
Europe. Gebcrt passed from the infidel university 
of Cordm'a to the papacy of Rome. The English 
monk Abelard found a refuge there . Nowhere was 
ornamental gardcning hetter understood. To the 
Saracens we are indebted for many of our personal 
comforts. To quote again the words of Draper ;-

"Scarcely had th~ Arabs firmly sdtled in gpllin before they 
commenced a brilliant career. Adopting what l1ad now become 
the r&tablished polieJ 01 the Commanders of the FaithJll1 in A.la 
the Khalifil of Cordova distinguished themselves ae patron, of 
learning, and Bet an example of refinement stronglv contra.Hng 
with the conrlition of the native European princes. Cordova 
under their administration, at itl higheat p.:lint of prollperity: 
bouted of two hnndred thousand houae.. and more t.han a 
million of inhabitant.. After Bunlet. A man eight walk through 
it In a .trai~bt line for ten mile. by the light of the public lam",. 
~Vftl hUDdred yean after thil time, there wu not 10 much ... 
oue pablic l&l11p in London. Itt .treet. were lolidly paved. ID 
Pan-, centUM lubeeqaeat1y. whoever ,tepped_ver hi, thrahoId 
on a rainy day ,teDaed up to bit ankl9 in mad. ..... l'boIe 
.~ might weJllook do •• with I1lpercilioUl eODtempt OD 
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the dwelliD8' of the ruler. of Germany, Fra~ aad Baglaad,. 
which were ecareeJy better than .tables ...... No natiod hM CV«' 
excelled the Spalli,h Arabs in the beauty and cOitlinelll 0{ their 
plellllllJ'e garden •...•.. 10 the midst of all dais laury, .....• the Spall~b 
KhaliCs, emulatillg the example of their Asiatic compeers. and io' 
this stroagly contrasting with the Popes of Rome, were not only 
the: patron., but the perlonal cultivators of all the branches oC 
human itaroil1g .... ,. The Ma.homedan liberality waa in .triking 
contrut with the intolera.nce of Eluope. Indeed, it may be 
doubted whether at this time any European nation i, aufticiently 
advanced to follow their example...... How different Wal the etate­
of all this from tbe atate of things in Europe! Tbe Christian 
peasant, fever-.tricken or overtaken by an accident, hied to tqe 
nearelt aaint .. hrine and expected a miracle; the Spani'h Moor 
relted on the: prescription or lancet of bill phyaician, or the 
bandage and knife of bit lurgeoll ...... While Con.tantinople aod 
Kome wen: alllCrtiog, in IlI1 its absurdIty. the flatness of the earth~ 
the Spanish Moors were teaching geography in their common 
achool. from globes." 

The general standard of European civilisation at 
the time will appear from the conduct of the crusa­
ders, and the contrast they presented to the army of 
Saladin. "Even down to the meanest camp-follow­
er," says Draper, "everyone must have recognised 
the difference between what they had anticipated and 
what they had found. They had seen undaunted 
courage, chivalrous bearing, intellectual culture far 
higher than their own." Michaud says that in Asia, 
the 6rst crusaders "committed crimes which make 
nature shudder," and that they "forgot Constanti­
nople and Jerusalem in tumultuous scenes of debau­
chery," and "pillage, violation and murder were 
everywhere left on the traces of their passage." "If 
contemporary accounts are to be credited, all the 
vices of the infamous Babylon prevailed among the 
liberators of Sion." Of the eighth crusade he says, 
"Beneath the shadow of the standard of Christ the 
crusaders gave themselves up to all the excesses of 
debauchery; the conta$Ciou of the most odious vice8 

rn
rvaded all ra~s!' Similar is the t.est.in)ollY of' 

oinville and GIbbon. According to Von Sybel, 
'11s, and many other writers, canniblilism was' 

openJy practised among the lower ranks of the 
ftUl&det'8. ., 

European historians have pul'lRlCd .similar COlIne 
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towards the Saracens as they have done towards the 
aacieot Bllyptians and Hindus. This is what Draper 
says in this connection :-

"I have to deplore the 'Iystematic maDner in which the 
literature of Europe has contrived to put out of light our Iciellti· 
fic obligations to the Mabomedanl. Surely tbey canoot be much 
lange: hidden. Inj"'tice founded 00 religiottl r4ocour and 
n"tional conceit cannot be perpetuated for ever .•.•.. The Arab haa 
left hill intellectual impre" on Europe. as. befor~ long, Chrieteo· 
dom shall have to confe .. ; he has indelibly written it on tbe 
hellveM, as everyone may lee who readl the narnell of the .tara 
on a common celestial globe." 

In another book, referring to the conspiracy of 
silence among European writers with regard to the ' 
contrihutions of the Saracens to the cause of civilisa. 
tion, Draper says :-

"It has been their constant practice to bide what they could 
not depreciate, and depreciate what they could not hide." 

But the indebtedness of modern Europe to the 
Moorish culture can no longer be concealed: through 
Spain and Consta l1 tinople. Saracenic culture has 
descended to modern Europe. "The pagan literature of 
antiquity," says Lccky."and the Mahomedan schools 
of science. were the chief agencies in resuscitating the 
dormant energies of Christendom." Ex oriente luxe. 

The empire of the Moors was overthrown by 
Ferdinand and Isabella. and soon after Torquemada, 
with his horrible inquisition, established a reign of 
terror in Spain. In the eloquent language of Conde, 
himself a Spaniard,-

"An eternal Ftloom enve1ope~ the couutries which their preeeDce 
had brightened and enriched. Nature has not changed; .he i. 
as smiling a8 ever: but the people and their religion have 
changed. SOUle mntilated monuments still dominate over the 
ruillB which cover a desolate land; but (rom the midst of thge 
monuments, o(these cold ruins. camel the cry of Truth, 'Honour 
and glory to the vanquished Arab, decay and misery for the 
eonqnulDg Spaniard • .' " • 

Stanley Lane Poole says as follows on the lOIS 
inflicted by Christian fanaticism in Spain :-

"The misguided Spaniardl knew Dot what t.y wue dolag ........ 
They did Dot undere~1Id tllat tbey bad killed their ~olden rOOK. 
POI' centuries Spain luad beea the ~Dtre of clvUilatloD, the .at 

U 4 



af aJ:;tl and~. of Jear~og and every form of refined 
dWgbteumetlt. 'No other llOQUtt'V ill Europe bad .0 far approached 
tbe"'tiva~e4 domisUb~ of~e' Moora ...... Tbe Moore wefe *itIb­
ed; for e. while Christian Spain .bolle, lilte the .moolll. with a 
borr,o,ved light; then cam,e tbe eclipee, a.nd in that darkneu 
Spabl b .. grQve1led Uer .Inee." 

. A dip into the hiStory of anc,ient E~pt, India, 
Mexico, Peru, China- and the Saracens, therefore 
1thows,that the propositio[l in favour of the supposed 
ionate superiority of the white races is absolutely 
baseless; the arguments advanced in support of the 
theory beingcharacteriserl by Dr. Schole as "a mangl­
ed medJey of sop4istries, prepared on the Procrustean 
plan, by lllutila~ing facts, which. art! either lengthen­
ed or shortened m accordance wlth the requirements 
of the bed, 'Caucasian superiority'." We ~hall now 
offer a few observations on the favorite doctrines 
of Henry Thomas Buckle, the representative in 
E~gl~nd of a class of historians whose aim is to 
indentify all branches of human knowledge with 
moder,q white races; who, in his History of Civili­
sation':"'-a book whi,ch at one time used to be widely 
read in this CouQtry-had the aUdacity to perpetrate 
the f~lowing ,sentence: 

''In these {ot,lr countries [ Mexico, Peru, India, Egypt ] ... there 
existed an amount of knowledge despicable if tried by an 
European sh.ndard," &c. 

• "Weatern I1lr~er1 ill ju~t now credited with performing 
marvela-all oi whic\! are ,said to be the invention and prodact of 
Western brain.. Those wbo are of tbis opinion woulrl do well 
to usd the paper rew by Mr. James Ctil1ti/e st tbe Csxton HslI 
tbe other da.v on 'Chins in its medicaiaspects.' Mr Cantile .aid 
with great truth that the Chinese, who were the mOllt intellectual 
rllCC on the face of the earth, developed the science of medicine 
abOQt 2,000 yea.r. before Chri.t. Six bundred y,ara before 
Cl;triat ~ excellent .tudy of the pulse was written. Then there 
Wa •• '"!'CC0U who peijormed an abdominal operation, every 
"etail Qt which anticipated I~iateriam. There wal no rrgatar, 
medical education ... aad the Chinese aurgeon. were trf,ini:d by 
beipg .lMlprenticed ~o other IQI'J(COp.. It was remarkable to 
c:O'mpa'~' allC,e1i~ "C~~' .ur~y . with modern W estmJ ·.arJrery. 
for thtf wOI;II. IiocJ'1hat many Qf the'~041 oftreatl1l:flD.t "JliCb 
vto~ plth~ WJJQfJ~~ Wert or 9..ui~ T(Cent ditcO~.~ .' yere 
~"\t~.1 !f.:1. < . ~~!Jfri Wadiee j!l ,~,e ,~'t ,.~ year. 
M9:'~ "tf1'!1.:J ,"Iff!II.1NIW1.~: 
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A~Q~ to BucJU,e, the cbjef (acton in tl:te eV~\l. 
tion olcivihsation are (1) soil (2) climate (8) fot$cJ 
and <4.) aspects ofnatare. The cat,1se of the early 
development of civilisation i. Egypt, lDcJia, Mexico 
aad ~eru is explained by bimby the fact that itt 
those countries a fertile soit yielded an abundant 
harvest and led to a rapid a~mul.aPon 'of wealth 
but owing to the same cause man became i11dolent 
and civilisation was arrested and gradually ~ll ,ioto 
decay. Similarly, the climate of ,Europe being cold, 
evoked the energy of man and led ' to bis steady 
progress, Where the climate is extremely cold, bow­
ever, as in Sweden and Norway, or where it is com­
paratively warm, as in Spain and Portugal, labour 
becomes fickle and unstable, whereas in the more 
temperate regions of Europe the people show a 
capacity for a steady and unflinching industry, A 
tem.Pc:rate climate is, therefore, tbe bestfor the growth 
<>f clvilisation. In regard to the aspects of nature, 
Backle holds that in Asia, Africa and America, high 
mountains and great rivers, earthquakes, hurricanes 
and pestilence, aroused the imagination of man 
and made him superstitious; in Italy, where accord­
ing to Buckle, the same conditions prevail, the excess 
of imagination has developed the artistic talent; 
whereas in countries where the aspects of nature are 
neither terrible nor grand, nothing interfered with 
the peaceful development of the intellect, 

As to the effect of food on civilisation, Buckle 
19peak~ as follows :-

"The diet of hot countriel, by ill cheapne .. , the ease with 
which it iI procured, and the ImaUne .. of the amount required 
for the iodividual, increuel pop alation ; while the diet of cold 
,countriel, for resaonl the very 0ppolite of thOle ~ult "ive1I, 
reltrictl the growth of ~opulation. 'the relult beIng. in the 
.a~ of the labouring cl ... 1D the tropics, poverJ:r and subllli .. Joa, 
wbereula colder dimatel the demQ!:l'atic Ipfnt hu prn~, 
maoi_ill, itadl i,n RvolatioDl, i~ym:tio., &c." 

5,0 far at I.ndia is coacend, the follQ.wiDg extract 
from ~ artiote. by tlae. Rev. J. ,T. ~QDd~I~ iU .i1x *vY ''1Iaglan4 ¥tii:'sI1be' .tol ~~~. if)OO, .1tUJ 
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sufficiently demonstrate the falsity of this' specious 
theory:-

"The ropnlatlon of India is not 10 denle as in a number of 
States 0 Europe, which are prosperous, have no difficulty in 
supporting their people, and in which famine9 are never df'eaIDt 
of. Nor il the birthrate high in India. It i. lei' than in 
England, and much lells than In Germany, and several other 
cOlltinental countries. Indeed it il 75 per 1000 less than the 
average birthrate of all Europe. India is not over-populated." 

I shall now make an extract from Dr. Scholes 
which will, I trust, dispose of the other theories .re­
garding soil, climate and aspects of nature, aS5iociat­
ed with the name of Buckle :-

"We are told that these civilisationR [those of Mexico, Peru, 
Iuilla and Egypt] arc the results primarily of fertile lIoil, coupled 
with the absence in those places of certain natural phenomena. 
But situated in tile same latitudes equally favoured by soil, and 
by the absence of restrictive natural phenomena, are regions 
which, in their 8um total, quadrate with those other 
region~ that have produced civilisations. Yet theBe regions 
[e.g. Northern Australasia, the islands of the Pacific, and 
California] have remained uniformly barbarous. Therefore, is 
it logical to conclude that the civilisations of those more enlight­
ened states are due to 80il ? If so then to what is the backward· 
ness of the uncivilised regions due? For they are in the same 
latitudes as the civilised: they have the same fertility; and they 
also enjoy, like these civilised regions, immunity from oppressive 
a!lpect~ of nature. Secondly, we are told that the civilisation 
of Europe is chiefly tbe result of ita temperate climate, and that 
itll extrl"me {"old in the North, and its severe heat in the Soutb, 
have produced in the inhabitants of those parts ficklenell8 and 
instability of character. But seeing" that the lIame temperate 
climate as th&t of Europe failed to produce a civilisation amonll 
tbe North American Indians, seeing that civilisations I Roman 
and Grecian), as high as those in the more te1;l1perate 
Pluta of Europe, have likewise heen produced in the South, 
seeing that those peoples were neither unstable nor fickle, Bnd 
seeing al80 that in latitudes correspondinjl. on the Americau 
Continent, to the area of extreme cold and to the area of ex­
treme heat in Europe, civilia&tionB (Canadian and American) like 
those of the more temperate regions of Europe have been 
produced, and th~t the peoples are neither unstable nor fickle, 
;1 the theory IUltained, that make9 the temperate climate a 
chief cause of civilisation? Buckle, 8S we have seen, regard!! loil 
and climate as two ofthe chiefcause~ of civilisation ... Lastly, as 
for the aspeets ,of nature influencing the imagination to an 
abnormal degn:e in hot countries, we have taken the Italians, 
who are .aid to have been 10 inftueaced. :1re have compared them 
to their slru, the ancient occupiers of the peninsula. and we have 
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eeeu that upon tbe ancientl th~ phenomena of na~rt prod"ced 
110 euch eftect: helice, grantiDg that the ltaliaOl are lpeclally 
imagittative and lapel'ltitioo', the anertion that the excewve 
growth of the imaginatlon i. dne to climate il disproved, and 
lince there il no better proof regarding the Spaniard. and 
Portllgae,.:. thi. same &IIsertion with respect to them i. likewiee 
ditproved.,...;t\Bain, takiog lndi., who.e superltition Buckle baa 
cited in Q~;10 prove the predomioatiog' power of the imagina­
tion in ~I' .aod IUbtropical peoplet, we have compared a 
s~meD o1:that lupentition produced by itl imaginatioo with a 
epechnen produced by tbe imagination of Eerope, and I believe 
it will not be honeltly droied, that & timilarit,., rather than a 
di"miladty, nitta betwc:c:o the lpecimens. Therefore, from all 
thee fact., I conclude, that the propos!tion brought forward by 
Bueltle , that food, climate, toil, and the a.pectl of nature 
'originated the mOlt important cOlllleqaencee io regard to tbe 
seeneral orgaoitation of society,' or are the chief canlel of dvmta­
tion, is not only not proved, bat is, by the verr arguments with 
which he lapportt that propositioo, dilproved.' 

Buckle himself has been compelled to admit that 
"of the two classes oflawa which regulate the pro­
gress of mankind, the mental class is more important 
than the physical." This makes his reliance 00 
physical phenomena alone all the more strange and 
remarkable. The German political philosopher 
Bluotschli says of Buckle that "like all Englishmen, 
he lays too much stress on economical conditions," 
Can statesmen remedy the evil effects of unfavourable 
physical conditions? he enquires, and replies, "They 
can, if they are seriously devoted to the work of 
advancing a healthy national life." The whole 
question, therefore, depends upon the personal equa­
tion of the rnling section of the community. Blunt­
schli a~ees with Buckle in tbinkin~ that a moderate­
ly fertile soil is the best. But he IS careful to add, 
"Doubtless history proves that these conditions do 
nClt necessarily lead to an equal distribution of 
wealth and a healthy national -life, and there are 
many other more powerful factors involved." Again 
he says:-

"Bot we mlJllt Dot exaggerate the importance of natUfu 
phenomena. After all, len depend. 00 them than bn the moral 
and inte11ectuat education of mau by mao. Even in bot countriel 
rea~n may be edaeated and fatley curbed b~ a feeling for the 
beautdul; and lupenqpon may grow ranlt and tb~ulht be 
choked u.adu a tt:mpa-ate .y. Man il aot the creature of uataral 



loice.: be fa'ult Ia~ ~tbr~ boldly ~ hld~ddli1':. ~~~ 
Ule of ber w~ ~ W kiM; and Mm'ba:tlli1j tlet wilen Ae t& 
cnie1." 

, Buckle would destroy the self-confidence of the Don­
EuropeaTi. Bluntschti' wou)denco~age it. R~ritJg 
to Buckle's servi~s his editof,Mr. Ro~n;,s".:ys 
th."t BuckJe was a pioneer, but Dot the fina.1jQ.d ac­
cura.te codifier ot sociological law. Mr. gbbertaon 
turty observes that- , :' 

"The early Mediterrllnean civililation grew from Aliatic iced, 
and the northern civililation. from the Mediterranean. Baffor 
these tranllmiliionB of culture, there ia no reaaon to suppose tbat 
northern Europe would have emerged from barbariam." 

To rectify Buckle'S exposition, therefore, 
':We have to note tbai: the hi~ber European civilisation il 

derivative, fint by way of medIterranean contacts with tbe 
civilillationll of Egypt and Western Aaia, then by way or 
Mediterranean contactl with northern barbariem." 

So much for Buckle and his theories. He is one 
of a class of historians which, accordin~ to Dr. 
Scholes, "pursues truth, in order that securing from 
it a badge, or symbol, it may with the same de­
corate sotne conventional prejudice, or political 
crime." European historians have taught us much 
for which we are sincerely grateful, but let us abjure 
with all our mig-ht their detestable habit of "cook­
ing" facts to feed their national vanity. Dr. Scholes 
has adopted "Fiat justitia, ruat ('relurn" as the 
IDotto 0 his book, and he has rendered a real service 
to the cause ot truth and humanity by exposing in 
all its ugly nakedness, the infamous attempt of some 
English and American bistorians and pseudO-Scien­
tists to set up the false theory of wbite superiority 
as an immutable law-a theory which. was pro­
pounded with the sale object of justifying political 
crime. 



THE PLACE OF INmA iN THB 
BROTHERHOOD OF NATiONS 

By THE REv. j. T. SUNDERLiND, X.A" D.D. 

Surely there is no higher ideal toan tlitit or liumatt 
brotherhood, and no nobler purpose for which any 
of us can work than to promote such an ideal. Bat 
we should bear in mind that human brotherhood. 
has its basis in the 80ul. There can be no brother. 
hood wnete one nation lIoks down upoa atio'th~r 
nation, or ooe dass ot persons Upon anotHer class, 
with ignorant prejudice or with arroganee or con· 
tempt. There; can be human brotherhoOd only where 
there is intelHgence and sympathy, 

When we approach India in connectiotl with the 
thought of human brotherhood or the brotherhood 
of nations, we find ourselves confronted with sevetaI 
rather serioos difficulties, The first of all is this-the 
fact that India is an ASiatic land arid the Indian 
people an Asiatic people. Europe,youknoW', for many 
generations (and largely also America; bedl1:tBe we 
~r~~ d:lilar~ 0{ Europe and fh,e in;tim~or8 of lJer Pre.~ 
JUdlcelf) ,hal. looked down w~t~ c:~~ upon ll:~ 
apd every thtng Oriental. T'il1~J8 8. Stta'ft'e'e cottdittCm 
oUbiti for Asu.: i. what? Sbe is the'khat mather 
Cdn~L She is the Ploihei 01 riic& tBe mot1ltt bl 
nadonii. the mother bf btU " " '':';:; tfJ~ inMbti- Of tile 
artit iiiid more tfDiia a ., tr::~tffiedt the m~ 
of the wofldq-~i' try~, Oft (,' n cifihi1!JOii 
(tfi4t dt Bttt.~ ,." "~~~. i3 iOdtibS4 iii 
aiHl8lt eferj ~"'httb iliit: W1if tfiei 
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should we look down upon Asia? All the ~at his­
toric religions of the world come from Asia: Why 
should we have prejudice against the continent from 
which we get our Bible and our religious faith? 
And yet we do. Europe has treated Asia for genera­
tions with contempt and cruelty in more ways than 
I can stop to explain or intimate. This fact, then, 
that IndiBi is in Asia, is one of the obstacles in the 
way of getting our minds into a condition to appre­
ciate India and to open a way for a real brother­
hood between ourselvt:s and the Indian people. 

Another obstacle exists in the fact that India is 
what we call a "heathen" land. We have long been 
sending our missionaries to convert the Hindu, con­
cerning whom we sing, 

"The heathen in his blindnelll 
Bow. down to wood and stone." 

Does not the word "heathen" all employed by us 
always have in it an e1em~t of the con temptuous ? 
Is it npt partly synonymous with savage or uncivi­
lisen? As Christians, are we not apt to regard our­
selves as distinctly superior to the "heathen" not 
only in religion but in clvilization ? Indeel does not 
the very act of sending missionaries to a people 
seem to set up a claim to superiority on our part. 
which is not conducive to the spirit of brotherhood ? 
If our missionaries were always broad-minded, 
possibly this would not be so. But missionaries 
are not always the broadest men. Indeed, mis­
sionary societies seem generally to feel the necessity 
of sending out men who are "theologically sound," 
which is apt to mean men who are narrow, who 
have little inclination to recognise the best that is 
in the religion and the civilization of the people 
among whom tltey labour. This we must always 
bear in mind when we read or bear accounts of India 
given by missionaries. If the missionaries were to 
come back from India reporting tbat they find there 
people equally intelligent with ourselves, as virtuous 
as ourselves, having as great purity in their homes 
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as we have in ours, and as upright in character as 
are the' people of America, what would be the dftct 
of their reports upon the home churches? At once the 
inquiry would be raised, Why send our missionarie. ? 
Why have missionary societies? Thus we see that 
the pressure upon missionaries is V'ery strong not to 
report at home the better side of Indian thought 
and life, but to confine their reports to the lowest 
and worst side,-the result of whIch mUlt~ of CoU'TSe, 
be to give us anything but the true India . 

• As a fact, too (and this shouldnotbe overlooked), 
few of the missionaries come in contact with or see 
the best of Indian life. The people whom. they are 
able to r!!8.ch with their Gospel are largely of the 
lowest, most ignorant, and most degraded classes. 
The intelligence of India, the literature and art and 
better religious thought of India and the civilization 
of the land in its higher forms, they know compara­
tively little about. Thus we see how unfortunate it 
is that the Western world is compelled to ~et itA 
knowledge of India so largely through Christian 
missionaries, who, however good men they may be, 
must in the nature of the case give us more or less 
inadequate and biased reports. When the people of 
India are represented to us in such a wal. as to 
cause us to look down upon them, if not With pride 
nnd arrogance, at least with pity born of condescen­
sion, the conditions essential for a genuine feeling of 
human brotherhood between us and them are 
destroyed. 

Another difficulty which meets us when we come 
to talk about India in connection with human 
brotherhood is this: India is a subject land,-a 
dependency of Great Britain; it is not an indepen­
dent nation. Its people are held in subjection by­
the sword of an alten power; the,.. are not permitte<t 
to shape their own political destInie8, but A.re ruled 
wbollJ by foreign masters. This condition of subjec­
tion IS not on!y humiliating id the highest degree 
but it is degradlUll.:. It is destructive o'brotherhood. 
Of coane there calf' be ao political fraternity between 


