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INTRODUCTORY 

OF late the intere"t of the Bri,i'lh public has been 
~entred on the internal Jrol~lem" of the Indian 
Empire, and chiefly tho'-'" connected with the 
Hindu portion of tl;e po~~bj-i1)n. A" a re"ult 
of the alarming wa\.: of,.,edl:l ;n that 'lwept over 
?3engal, accompanied' by Drahlbit.nical reHvah in 
the two Pre" IdencIe:>. the affaIr" of the N orth
W &..,t Frontier, t~etl~tr with the problems COt;l

. neeted :with" ".:he trrahommedan subJeck of the 
Iflng-EfppfL-or, have gradually 'ueen relegated to 
~ ~azardot'~ ob"curity, and ha\e not receIved the 
attention t}\ey ~sen cd. The CrISIS on the frontier 
in the autmr1h"¥-f 1910, a~ a dIrect result of the 
suppres!,iOli 0" the~ arm" traffic in the l}ersian Gulf, 
palo Wtft the ~ffecC>. ')f s"ft'ltching the hmelight once 
a§a'~ ~n to t}fi" nibst int.frestmg quarter. People 
are at" last beginning to realize that if the arming 
of the Pathan l1@!lf continue&, a frontier rising in 
the futl'~'e wil! be "an affair o£ infinitely r.lore gravity 
than heretofort' But in spite of this the opera

·tions of the blo~rading squadron in the Persian 
Gulf are not sufficiently recognized as an integral 
part of frontier policy, and l\ave attracted atten-

xi 



INTRODUCTORY 

tion more from th~ hazardous,llature of the under
taking than from any bearing tpat the ultimate 
suppres!.ion of the traffic may h8\ .:;;on the tran
quillity at' the frontier. I t is with this object, 
namely, of emphasizing the connecttion between 
th~ operations of 'the blockading squadron eal!4J 
the preservation of peace on the Pathan bor.er, 
that I have ventured Ul the pubfICatiJn of thi, 
book. Though it in ~o seme aim., at bringing 
the hi!.tory of thc ~roi.~)er up to date, yet s~ 
lIttle has been writte l on ~hJS "ubj:~ct "ince the 
publication of .H~. Chirol'~ "Middle Ea!>tern 
Quef>tion" and MI Ang l!> :~amilton\ "Afghan
i~tan " (to both 0; which I am indebted a~ well fof 
the mteref>t I have felt in tJ:!e '>ubJ'rt. as for the 
inlormation therein contalllL,l\ tlwt I have tho~ht 
it worth ("hile to devote a ci;l>pter-tl\) a W(~ci<;"'~ 
the Zakka Khel altJ Mohmand F,xpedif iOl1'i.. t! 

But it i., not only again~t the JIldepe\. dent tril:e~, 
that anxiety i!> felt. For a long'twhi.i'e now the 
attitude of the AmiI' ha<; gnen (' !L1~e for anxious . . 
"peculatIOn as to the real n otiv~~ tha.t have 
actuated his policy. Autl.orit;., on tpe tr?ntiet 
would be puzzled to give~~ dOg'ldati~ answer to"t{;\e 
question, " What i" the true policy of the A"mir 1" 

Many would .,ay that he wa:; 'honestly anxiou., 
to fulfil hi~ (treaty oblif'ltiom wit11 the Br} j~h, but 
that he was debarred from doing;, ~~ in an open 
manner through fear of the lo<,./of influence with 
hi" subject.. which would re.,ult froIlCl the main
tenance of too clo.,6- relatiom with the Govern-
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ll\ent of India. A s~aller numm;r would tell you 
that thil> w':i!'~ a pretext for a more far
&eeing polic 'ch aims at the complete inde
pendence of t e Afghan kingdom of both Great 
Britajn and Iiu~!>ia. Many circ~stances point to 
~_idea that the Amir is contemplating a coup 
of some sort in .the near future. Not Jeast among 
t\ese il> th~ feverish activ\i:y which characterize& 
tne training of the Afghan army. At the review 
/t~ Agra durin~ hi!> vi<;it to'India in January, 1907, 
the Amir i!> .,aid to have reviJ~d his Sirdars for 
having led him to be11evr in t'le" efficiency of' his 
army as a fighting IP,jjchifle. rt..·rki&h officers are •• .,\U It 
n~w eng~ed in (ra'ning the afghan sepoys; 
modern gun!>'and.anlm, .• iltion are manufactured 
in Kabul; gre-Itt att. ltion il> paid to the mobilit1 - .. of the force a!> a whole, and to the ~lothing 
,es~cialry bjuts) and comfort" of the individual 
l>ol~er. Arled ;vith modern rifles, the Afghan 
aimy would h« tf)ubt pro:e a formidable fighting 
machine in walJ. r'1ut the danger hes in the fact 
that when thJ Ar(ir talle., it into hi., head that 
be is in·"t ptMtIon tll'ethrow off our control he will 

• • • I.. h probably make the atte~t, and thoug we may 
be sur~ of the issu$ tn the end, we !>hall not escape 
a lengt!2Y campaign and, val>t expenditure of 
treasure' coupiT with th& anxiety of. seditious 
risings in India ~ny moment. 

The accoqpt of the operation!> of the Mekran 
Field Force may have a certain interest, seeing that 
this comer of the l:Jersian dominions ha!> been so 
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rarely visited by European!>. But the narrative 
must necessarily be rather'~ JJ'e of incident, for 
the cogent reason that "a man f\r~d" is not so 
likely to be aumitted intu the famil~ circle of those 
against whom he i<; marching, or tb '!>ee "the little 
sav!lges at play," as a traveller of more pea;{t~~ 
intentions. /I On the march to Bi~t hardly a- so& 
was &een, and what f1w village .. we flassed were 
deserted. I t was the &ame story in Biyab{n, 
though here we had '- the good-fortune to fal!, 
in wIth the gun-runner .. , my accou~t of' which "I 
hope will compare with th~ account they gave of . ; . 
them&elves. t ',., 

I am indebted 1 t~ th~ 1111ll1:.I' for pormis.,ion ('0 

make me of' article,> 01 :~intt. c~ntri~lte~ from the 
i'f'ene of' the opcratioll<;, a .. w"H a:" fOF the one €on-, 

,. G <?'OI-""'-

tained ill the second half of the llliapter on the 
Autumn C'ri&i.. Ull the Frontier. ~f uc:1i of ,thtf,J 
!>ubJect-Illatter ha'> been rearra,pge~t to &uit (.lhe 

~ -
lapse of time which has occur'fch" I am ali'.:> 
indebted to the proprietor'> of' Lilf Qnloolcer for 
permi&'>lOll to reproduce p,hotof,i;apM of th~ expedi
tion, taken by my<;elf', whieh al.!!Jcaref. inathl\t nape":. 

- I' 

QUIDENnHAM, NORFOLh 

October 7, 1911. 

- , 
ARNOLD KEPPEL 



GUN-~UNNING AND-THE • 
~NDIAN NORTH-WEST FRONTIER 

CHAPTER 

PESHAWAR A~D '!eH.E Ill'AJBAR PASS . . . 
• "When,he sIJIn~ bm "hushes the desert gras~, 

Our Kafila~ WIlli' through the Khyber Pa% 
·Lean"'~ the ~mels, but fat the fralh , e 
Light are the purses, but heavy the bales, 

e.a.s t.bb.i snow bound trade of the North comes down 
To t. market square of Peshawar Town .. 

Barrad-Room Ballads 

THE rapil\ity, ~rth which, 011 the N orth-West 
Frontier of bidia, l~vent .. develop into a crisis, and 

.the ~ttu<!e ti.at ll.'\lst in consequence be allowed 
ill -dealing-with tMem to the Political Officer in 
charge on the sEot., lea~o the formation, by Lord 
Curzon in 1901.of the North- West Frontier 
Provi;J'e, out~ the tra(s-Indus districts of the 
Punjab, under "Chief' Commissioner directly in 
touch with .he Government of' India in the Foreign 
Department. A,. similar scheme had already been 
formulated and approved by-r.ord Lytton in 1877, 

1 
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which would have placed the~political control oj 
the frontier under the Forei epartment, tht 
internal administration remaining, fore, undel 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the P.pnjab. Tht 
outbreak of the second Afghan \~ ar, however. . . . 

prevented thi.. scheme being carried into effe~ 
and it' was \lot till after the clo~e. of the Tirah 
Campaign that it wa .. ,again re\-ived ftnder tht 
viceroyalty of Lord Elgm. !t remained, never~ 
thele~~, to Lord ('urzon \ to point out the weak 

• spot, and Lv U1~U,t UI1 the tran!.fer of both politicai 
and admini,>trativp depal'tmeht~ to the Govern
ment of Indla as /he <illy.practICal meam oj 
insuring a <,ucrc';!>fui g;'appli\)go with the frontiel • problem. Ik tIm ma .. 1er.,tmk~ of~onstruetiv~ 

st'te~mamhip Lord CurZO!!_ ~uc~ee<led ~t Oflt: 

<;trokeTn 'bl1\ iug to the aft:lir'> of' theej}onlier thcii 
proper pla~~ _~.Q.....!m.e. .-.ignlficaoce-Ullthe."foreign 
poITcyofihe Indian Empn·e. It fa., $evitablecfn 
a huge di .. trict hke the t'Unjab,~m (tfethe rich~st 
in the whole of Illdla, that th' aff"ir"t of a few 
small hill-tribe,> &hould ref!elVe .tdequate if con· 
&cientiom attention, and that t~Ir p<t-iti&.& .~h@uld 
be shelved and their legitima!c a&pir§tlOns lJ~i~. 
under&tood. The Lieu'tenant'-·Governor of<' til( 
Punjab had more than enoug~1! to do in super· 

intendi~g tJle e~onomi.c ~eve.lopm:nrOf the\t.istrici 
under hIS care, m '>tavmg off the ~'lstent claIms oj 
famine, disease, and pe~tllencej and quespons which, 
owing to the pres!:>ure of ordinary administrativt 
routine work, had to 'be held over to await theiJ 
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turn were found on examination to have assumed 
such dimensions • ..".{d to wear such a threatening 
aspect as +ttt; ~lea"e nothing to be done but to 
entru&t the matter to the tender mercies of the -. Punjab Frontier Force. Moreover, the Lieutenant-
~;ernor of' the Punjab might be an Indian civilian, 
wiill Indian iivllian ml)des of tho~ht, and the 
'politics 01 the frontier mi~ht be to him the merest 
\;reek. The ta~k of copmg ~ Ith the innumerable 
little pitfa1ls of Path an 01 'Afghan statecraft requireS 
a more than usually firm gra~p of' the workiqg of 
the Pathan or Afghan 111ll1d, and more than' a 

• 
nodding acquamtan.,fe ~Vlth 1 he broad line!> of 
tfrontier pohcy. ~~r 'did th\ -Per<,onal equation 
enter more flto tlIe ..'>ucc,-,~"ful management of-the 
pliople of Indta than It doe., wIth the wIld I\Ild 

• • lawlel><' tnl1e~ of the Afghan marchel>--wIld and 
l\wle5,~J:hllugh .,heer wanton savagery, but capable 
0\ being ~hooJcd and led lIttle by little and I·. step by "rep fto the path~ of nghteoul>ne'is by 
a firm lllljld~ an<l by the kHowledge that their 
petitIOn!. are read and ~m}{lered hy '>omeone who 
.is ~{ere!fced, ill 't~elr welfctre, Jmt 1I1 hIS deal
iIlgs, and,· above .lll, w1.10 I!> 111 comtant personal 
touch with the headnTe'fl, or "mahks," of their .. 
tribe. • • 

A ~re glflnee at the ttrap is totally madequate 
to convey to ~reader the tribal disp~sitions, the 
natural division~, the artificial frontiers, and the . . 
character of the country of whICh the N O1th- West 
Frontier is made up. In its extraordinary com-
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plexity, both pofitically and geographicaUy, the 
serrated shark's - tooth line ~ich bisects the 
province, forming what is know~wthe "Inde
pendent Border," cannot be better understood 
than by clasping the two hands r'together a..nd 
interlacing the fing'er&, so that those of the ri~ 
hand may represent the road& runn~ng up through 
independent territory t<;l the BrItish obtposts or 
pohbcal agencIes at theIr heads, and the fingd 
of the left hand the long &pur& of mountainous 
md~~elldent terrItory that rUll duwn 'Into the rich 
level plains of Pe&hawar and the DeraJat. The 
knuckles of the ng!lt hani WIll then represent the 
five district cenh'e&' of Haz;a,- Pe&hawar, Kohat~ 
Bannu, and Dera IsmaIl KhaJ;l.. In (1l.ch" of these 
d~tricts settled government eXI5t<;, and the ll,d
ministrat)on doe)' not dIffer In ~s~en!l.dls fr~m that 
of other provmce&. In mdepcndent telritoty, ho~
ever, we do not attempt any admu~.stration o'n 
the ordInary acceptatlOIl of the wordA No ti1~d 
are collected, and JUf>tIce l~ meted ~1,lt, pot accord
ing to the Indtan penal <!.ode, but by the" jirga," 
or as~embly of the e1der~ of cthe tlfbe.~ .A lJla&~ 
meeting of the elder!' of the ~~ole of "the Aff14~i 
tribe, for instance, WQUrU- cor;.espond very much 
to the old "Shlremote" of the. ~axon heptarchy; 
and, indeed, there is mble in the f>inule t&m one 
would expect at the first 'glance, f9fl>{he democratic 
spirit that i~ so charactemtic 'a feature in the 
gradual growth of Enghsh custom~ finds iu 
counterpart in the splHt of liberty and right of free 
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CHARAC'l'ER OF THE PATHAN , , 
action that is one of the most cherished preroga
tives of the Dothan tribesman, be he never so 
humble. this spirit finds its chief expression in 
the manly bij,rmg, open countenance, and almost 
indefinable dIgnity of this hardy race of hillmen, 
~hose life is one long ~truggle for the barest 
exfstence. on ~he out~kirts of a "promised land" 

.. of unsurpa~sed richness, :1nd IS one of the qualities 
that mo~t inevitably endear~ him to the English-
man who h~., ~pent hI~ hfe among them, and has, 
in con~equence, acquired an almost native love for 
the wIld and forbIddmg hIg~atld glens and their 

it • 
lawle~s denIZens. • '.' • . . . . . 

The Rathan ha~ been dubbed cruel, treacherous, 
miserly, ant lIl'fa~t, e\ ery epithet of an Oppro
bHou~ natllre ha!tl been !>howered on hi& devoted -. . 
head it one time or another by men who were 
~ther fncupable of &eeing things from the Pathan 
p\int of "iew, 'and of IJlaking allowances for his 
shortconungs, ~r who were ~o hidebound by the 
humanity!mongering sentimentahty which passes 
to-da,y f~r the l~all-m:frk of a hberal mind that 
t4t!y."hu<\de/ingly tii!>lIlissed the Pathan from their 
thoughts (pre~umably wIth pious ~Jaculations) as 
an unreclaimabl~ ~avage. And yet the !>ame man, 
in aU IIIProbabihty, would reserve a corner in his 
heart for C~sar Borgia, Louis XI., or. Kmg John, 
and even find an excuse for the atrocities of" Jack 
the Ripp." under the plea of crzme passionnel. 
Here it may be as well to 'point out that the v~t 
majority of murders committed on the North~ 

I 



6 PESHAWAR AND THE KRAmAR PASS 

West Frontier. for which the unlucky perpetratO!' 
would in all probability receive a se.tence of death" 
from the horrified Pharisee, are a~uated by 
jealousy; that the vast majority ~! raids into 
British territory arle committed out of sheer 
hunger and desperation; and that nearly every' 
attack' on British officers or civili 'ns has ~n 

• 
carefully planned by bigoted and fanatical priests,. 
who hold out to their ignorant and only too willing 
tools the prospect of paradise and salv'ttion as the 
reward for the killing of a hated "unbeliever." 
As to his miserlin:::s~, it is the mi!.erliness of him 
from whom ha~ been takpn even that which he 
had; and though the Pathan is l.!ndtmbtedly 
acquisitive, yet he lacks the cl1m.ing fo turn this 
trait to good account, and the moneylenders df 
Peshawar and Kabul, who grow fat on the duller . . 
wits of the Semitic Afghan and Patha\l, lire th~ 
Hindu "bannias," who are tolerat..:d in ·the midlt 
of the Mahommedan community on account of 
their busines~ capacity, but who are, however, 
compelled to wear a dibtinctive head~eal1 on 
account of their religion, conslsting I either ;)f ..a 
red or yellow puggaree or a small' skullcap. 
These are the colour!. of the HlI'du religion, and 
for this reason the Mahommt:dan dom with 
the greatest reluctance t!le scarlet livery of the 
Sirkar. 

But if the Pathan is unable to turn to .ldvantage 
his miserly propensitie~, he knows full well how 
to dip his hook into the flesh-pots of the wealthy 
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Hindu ba.nni.as of Peshawar. Raids on Pesb~ 
.awar City itse1j in the old days were by no means 
an uncomtn.on event, the last recorded being that 
which occulled early in 1908, when a band of from 
si"ty to eigtty Zakka Khe! Afridis looted the 
Hindu quarter, always the first point to be made 
fo., killing tl'o policemen, wounding a score of 
men, ana carrying off vooty to the value of at 
least one lakh of rupees. It was this raid that 
heralded the despatch of an expedition against the 
Zakka Khcl into the Bazar Valley. Since then 
the probability of successfully ~arrying out a raid 
on Peshawar has bfen ematelially reduced by the 
careful l'atrolling " oi\ th~ "Pe~Ira"'ar border, and the 
immediate !lotIfi&ation to all fortified posts.. from 
Mic~i to Bara F;ort, of the presence of any band 
of marauc!itg tribeb-people that maye justly be 
ilspe~ed '{)f being on the war-path. The oppor
tl'J.nity ot wr~king the Hmdu quarter does. 

e 
however, "OCCltr at ce~ain intervals, when the 
coincide~e .of a Hindu and a Mahommedan 
festival causes racial feeling. and a riot ensues. 
Sl¥)~ a ·scelle to~ place in March, 1910, when 
d\e HindtJ. festival of r~oicing (the" Holli ") fell on 
the same day as t11e Mahommedan feast of mourn
ing ("Iarawafat':), when the mourners went about 
the ~eets, "Only to be ~lted with br~cks from the 
upper windows. The demise of one Mahomme<ian, 
who had peen hit by one of the missiles, was the 
signal for a general rush to the Hindu quarter, 
which was incontinently stlipped bare, the carpet-
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dealers losing praCtically the whole of their store 
of carpets, which had just arrive<\ from Penjdeh. 
At such a time Peshawar is full of tM"usalmans 
from every part of Central Asia-Patl)ans, Ghilzais, 
Hazaras, Bokharans, Turcomans, 'kabulis, and , . 
Heratis-and presents a curiou51y co~mopolitan 

aspect; so that it is truly .,aid that ,¥,hen you he.ve 
crossed the Indus you arc no longer in india, but 
in Central Asia. I 

Situated a., it i~ at the very mouth of the 
r 

Khaibllr PflS'>, and forming a!> it does the connect~ 
ing link between Central ihia and Hindu~tan, it is . ' natural that Pe5.hawttr <,hoJ.ld"comtitute the chief 
entrep6t for Centra( A&ia~ traJe; and thel-efore the 

n 
political centre for frontier intrimle. IDera Ismail 
KQan, in the 5.outh of the province, fill., the same , c 

position "Wlth regard to \IV aziri"tan ana Southern 
Afghani5.tan, ~ince it constitute& the poir.t orl whiCiP 
the pass-roads through the Slllei~an I{ange CO"!'f_ 

verge. In a minor degree Kohat fulfih the &ame 
office for the Kun'am and Tochi Valkys. But 
it is in Peshawar it'>elf that the trained hand may 
keep its finger on the pul'>e of trans-b~rd<!r fe~li''l$' 
and in its bazaars that the fi'r~t throb of uhrest gives 
vague presage of trouble. 

~ 

The city of Pe5.hawar lies in a semi{ircular 
valley surrounded on all sides by mOUlttains:l~w at 
first to the ~al>tward, wher~ the Kabul River and its 
muddy tributaries make their way to ~he Indus, 
but rising gradually as they ~weep round to the 
north and to the s6uth. until at length they 
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culminate due west in the massive peak of Lakka, 
the highest poiJi: in the Tartarra or Khaibar Range, 
which stant!s sentinel over the most historic paSs in 
the history ot the world. From the Gorkatri, the 
palace of the· Governor of the old Sikh province, • • 
ttituated in the centre of the town, a magnificent 
vieIW can be ~btained towards sunset of the en
circling p§.norama, and Oft a clear day to the north
tvest may be de:.cried the mountain~ of Bajaur, and 
in winter, l!erhaps, a glimpse of the snows on 
the summit of' the far-away Lowari l)ass, which 
for four '>olid month,> dIvides thf little garrIson of 
Chitral from the o\lt')i~e wo\ld. It was in this 
l>alace t~at the t~rrlble· Sikh' Covemor, General 
A vitabile, a~ I taijan. by blrth, known to his ~ubjects 
aRd to.po~terity ai Abu Tabela, .,eated on a sump
tuous diva~, -and attired in a flowing g\rment of 
r~ ~jfk, dbpemed a ~UInmary and somewhat 
ptimitive lU<,tlc~ to the turbulent populace of 
• • • Peshawar.· It .va~ his Doast that he kept P~ha-
war in or~er' by the .. imp Ie e"Xpedient flf hanging 
every week four of th~ mo~t prominent citizens. 

-.R~l1d tIfe foot 01' ~hii> palace, and extending some 
.:y to th~ southward, Ire the intricate and tortuous 
alleys, the mud ho.'els of the poor, the brick houses 

• of' the ,ell-to-do, .the bazaar.. of the coppersmiths 
and ~lversnrith!., the leather-workers, the carpet-

• • 
sellers, the silk -merchant~. the tea - merchants, 
and a ho~ of others, ann in this labyrinth of 
filth and evil odour~ dwell 100,000 mysteriOl1-S 
Orientals, here to-day and' gone to-morrow, the 
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places of those who leave for the passes al1Vays 
being filled by the constant streapl of those that 
arrive. To stand at the western gatff of the city 
and to watch the long files of ~~mels as they 
dawdle past on their way to the" kafila-senti," gur
gling and bellowing under their loads, is a liberld. 
educatIon in itself. Here a confusf1l mass of ltmg
haired, two-humped BaHnan camels, supporting 

• enOrlDOUS bales of carpets, block the way, ana 
behind them comes a long string of thl one-humped 
Arabian v&liety, with a contribution of old rags and 
malodorous a!>afcqtida, to the general discomfiture 
of' a mixed flock of!' dunfba,'; or fat-tailed Afghan 

.., f' .' • 
~heep, long-earea goats, and" small bro,\,n cattle. 
These are goaded on by lanky )V-luth~ armed with 
s~ut sticks, and ancient whit~ puggarees. wound 
round th~ir head!>. Presently will c~~e a buffalo 
moving stolidly forward under at le!st a· ton 'Wlf, 
sugar-cane, whIle an Afghan, wIth pointed" cu1t-l," • a, 
henna-dyed beard, a drab-colour~d Pbshtin coat 
embroidered with yellow silk, baggy 'white trouser~ 
caught in at the ankle, I.nd cully-toed Pl'ishauri 
shoon, all complete, jogs by 00' a clouse-coLo.rca 
trotting donkey. All thIS 'vision of the teeming lite 
of the frontier town is seen thrdugh a dense veil of 
dust, from out of which issues. the raucC\l~ voice 
of invisibl<1 Jehus, biddiQg the unwary" Batchka I 
garhiwallah I" "Batchka! Apridiah J" (0 Afridi), 
each in turn being apostrophized with unerring 
accuracy, according to the calling or the tribe to 
which his appearanC: indicates that he belongs; 
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while in the neighbouring caravanserai the long
suffering camel SIlbsides like a collapsing suspension 
bridge, to t~e muttered exhortation of the camel
man, "U sh I -V sh I be imana I" (Kneel! kneel! 0 
disoonourable one I) 

• • The Khaibar Pass itself is, of course, one of the 
prirtcipal ~lace. of pilgrimage for the traveller in 
India, attracting him from down-country wander-• ings with an almost hypnotic mfluence. I, too, was 
no stranger 1;0 these feeling!>, as in re!>ponse to an 
invitation from Major Bickford, Commandant of 
the Khaibar Rifles, I hired a .b8fi.aar "tum-tum" 
~wo-whee.led cart) ;tnd d~¥e "lit ~hrough the long 
avenue o:&.Peshawar c"antonment to spend a couple 
of days at tand; Kotal. Passing the lines of 
tht! Munsters and the 5ht SIkhs, and the GuaJtl •• • 
House s.urrounded with barbed-wIre entanglements 
~ preta~tJ.on again!>t rifle-stealer!>, we debouch 
.QP?o the bl'Oad Iflilitary r~ad that leads straight as 
an arrow to -the ·old SIkh fort of J amrud. Parallel 
to us and till our left runs the smgle line of the 
PeshaW'ar-Jamrud RaiIwt.y, along which daily the - -'~g Africfi " cla~ks ~nd groans. Presently we 
re\ch Kacha Garhl, railway-station and fortified 
post, where the ~~ul River Railway branches off 
north~s to its unknown terminus among the 
Mullagori HitIs. Here I pick up my hQst, and we 
drive on to tiffin at Jamrud. On the way h.e 
points out to me the different landmarks in the 
surrounding country. To t~e north and north. 
west among those hills is the country of the Moh-



1!! PESHAWAB.,AND THE KRAIBAR PASS . 
mands ; to the west-south-west, behind a high ridge, 
the Bazar Valley; to the south Ii§.> Tirah and the 

. f 
Bam Valley, and a httle farther to the eastward the 
low neck of the Kohat Pa!>s. AlI\1'ng those low 
foothills on our left dwell two septs of the ~uki 
Khel Afridi, at deadly feud with one anothel. 
Their fortified vIllages may Just be d~cried in a fold , . 
of the hIlls. Thil> feud i!> carried on by meant 
of artillery. Each village ha!> an old muzzle· 
loading cannon. but between them thy can only 
muster thIrteen or fourteen cannon-balls, the re
mainder being pte",lmably embedded in the mud 
walls of the !>tro.n~'nlch .• • l:he~e canno~-balls art; 
l>olemnly fired backward!> and forwa[d<; <whenever 
the feud break!> out. The ,. gante," of ('ourse, is to 
make a ",corner" in cannon· bali", wh.ell tenas may 
be dictated for the time being by the sllccesl>ful 
collector. But, like blackmaIl. the p"w~r wh"h
the possession of the cpnnon-b~b gi"Ves is ~ly, 
efficacioul> as long as they rem~in ~nexpellded. 
This never last" for long, a" the cll.ildii>h folk 
cannot long resi.,t the idten ... e .pleasur<i of. firing 
the cannon. From tim~ to f time • w~ pas!. ~viT
looking scoundrel:., who eye W> WIth fierce a~d 
lowering brow, or perhapi> thehdaccl> light up in 
al1.l>wer to the cheery PUl>htu salutation, '""l.;1.y you 
never be .tired!" to which the in;ariable reply 
is, "May you never be poor I" The fact remains 
that the Afridi is poor-abjectly poor, though he is 
never tired. • 

The entrance to the Khaibar lies some two and 
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a~a.lj)miles beyond Jamrud,and the change from the 
perfectly flat plain to the rocky, mountainous. defile 
is very abr~pt. Up and up leads tPe road in ser
pentine conv~lutions, doubling, twisting, writhing, 
until the Chargai Kotal is reached, with the Chargai 
iPost perched on the top of an unsealable rock like .-,. 
a pitnnacle of t.he temple. Here a gradual descent 
begins, anti. a little farthet on the road up to the 
thura Pass into the Bazar Valley is passed. It 
was close here that Sir Havelock Allan lost his life, • shot by Afridis. And now the gorge begins to 
narrow, and the road sweeps dO'fn to Ali Masjid, 
situated at the narlO\\~st a~d most forbidding - -. ~ortion o.f the pask • Th~ ancient Sikh fortress, 
surmounted -by ~e. British fort, towers above, 
completely domin\ting the defile. Formerly' tt.e 
road lay al~~g the bed of the streamlet~ and one 
.c~ wetl irtlagine the difficulties of its passage 
cf..,.ing the:first .Afghan War, and the awful rep-
'~tation wl1ich -it then gained. But since 1851 
it runs alollg the northern scarp, though even now 
one c~n hardly refress » shudder at its dark and 
~te aspee~ so p:a::gnant with disaster . 
• lJetweeIf Ali Masjid -and the first Zakka KheI 

village that annovrtces the end of the pass, we had 
the misjartune to pass one of the longest kafilas 
that \ saW, either he~ in subseq~ent visits 
to the Khaibar, or in the Kurram, or crossing 
the bed of tJ!.e Indus at Dera Ismail Khan. There 
must have been fully 800 camels, peacefully 
ploddin~ alon~ on their wa; to Kabul, with what 
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unknown merchandise for the Amir I could 
not imagine, unless it were cases\?f '803 ammuni
tion, and shell-fuses and such like Clcontraband, 
carefully concealed among the bales JJf cotton and 

I) 

cloth, and in the square packing-cases. HowClver, 
we managed eventually to overhaul the head of t~f 
caravan, with only a trifling da~ge, causea. by 
a camel !>hying across tBe road with two enormous 
wooden packing-case~, with which he splintered odr 
left mudguard. And now a few "cattered fortified 

c 
villages IIppf'ltr, belonging to Zakka Khel and 
Loargai Shinwari tribesmen, and the valley widens 
out as Landi Kotat i~ reAchQd, twenty-seven mile!> 

t (.. ~, r: 
from Pe~hawar. • ' • 

A short di~tance from Lunili Kf,tal is a hill, 
lVhich, from the commalldmg .. view that ~can. be 
obtained' from it~ ~ummit of' the " p~~mlsed land," 
Afghani~tan, has been dubbed" Pl'igah." .''l'hi~v,. 
ascended late in the afternoon, altd ga;ed out o,lJer 
the confuSIOn of mountain-top!> 1\) tlte Jellalaba;t 
Plain, where the la~t ray!> of the "ettiJtg sun were 
sparklmg on the far-awuy water of the Kabul 

• • River, somewhere in the neIglt bourh\:>od
t 
of 0 •• 

Fort-at lea!>t, so it sec~ed to me, a11hough ~y 
eyes may have deceIved me. '~orthward, in the 
faint distance, lay the ma!>sive ronge of t~ Hindu .. 
Kush, anll in between the cone-like peaks of 
Kafirii>tan. To the south-west, through a vista in 
the hill~ above Landi Khana, a !>ingl~ white peak 
of the Sofed Koh gletmed like alabaster against the 
granite coldness of the nearer range-perhaps the 



peak of Sikaram above Parachinar m···Kumt.~'fUll' 

15,000 feet high. 
Up here 't was quite chill),", the. month being 

December, anll we returned to the warm fire in the • mes~-room of the Khaibar Rifles in the fort, after 
pttyi.nga visit to the men's quarters and watching 
theI1\ prepare .heir evening meal of chupatties, 
curried dll, and rice. Chupatties are merely 
ullleavened pancakes made of flour, water, and ghee 
(clarified butter), baked ou ' an iron 'girdle. Dal . ' 

is a kind of lentil. 'Ve also entered the hospital 
in the fort, in which at the illlC there were no 
sepoys. There were, 1iow~v;r, ~iew sick tribesmen 
Gom the ~rroundirig ~illages, suff~ring from bron
chitis, cataract, anti other diseases, and a I~aghman 
Af~han. who had .sustained a severe wound it! 
some trans-b~;der affray. He was being nursed by 
~own·.fat"er, who had brought him in. The 

• • 
su~t way ~ the -heart of an Afghan or a Pathan 
!; the abili~ t<f heal him, and this certainly ac
counts for 1he personal immunity with which the 
famoUi\ "daktar·sahih" .f Bannu, the Rev. Mr. 
Petwtell, can fnov~ ebout in independent tribal 

If • b l' .". "'1 l' tehltory, an "un e lever mal, us 1m country, 
and for the resp<tct in which he is held by the 
usually' W fanatica~ mullas . • On the folrowing day, in company ~th Major 
Bickford and Captain Galbraith, 55th Coke's 
Rifles, P.F $., I walked down to the Afghan 
frontier at Torkham, past 1Jle enormous mud,. 
,walled. kaflla-serai just outside Landi Kotal, and 
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past the block-house at Michni Kandao, which was 
attac.ked by an AfghaR "lashbar" during the 
Mohmand riiing of. 1908. Beyond" this is the 
first Afghan post of Paindi Kakh. ,..oThe boundary 
here has never been properly delimited, and. the 
Afghans in consequence lay claim to the water-. 
supply "at Landi 1 Khana, between :ror Kham -and 
Michni Kandao. with tne objept of gainmg control 
over the stream which rise!> here and drains into tlie 
Kabul River below Dakka Fort. Tpe question of 
water-supply it:. alway" a very impurtant one in a 
country where Fra~tically every crop depends on 
irrigation. , • ' 

The inhabitants of the Village!> rouhd Landi 
Kotal live chiefly by caJ'\')"iQlg brewood into 
Peshawar, and thi!> a1<>o i!> the prlIlC'ipal occ;,upation 
of the poorer cave-dwelling Afridis: 'whose caves 
we had passed on our way up the Khafbar.." To~ { c 
it is a mystery where the wood "Comell from, ~ I 

, <;1 

never &aw a tree of any kind, br eten a &hrub 
capable of producing firewood. excepll the sorry 
scrub that occa!>ionally c~p!> ut> in barren lVld un
expected places. A., a &ecOld !>tring t'o hii ~. 
when firewood faih, th~ re&ourceful e Afridi 'cttn 
always !>upport life by raiding. • e-

To the north of Landi Kotal lie& .ee, little
known tc,>"itory of the ,Shilmanis and Mullagoris, 
dwelling on the right bank of the Kabul River. 
The&e two tribes inhabit the natural cul-de-sac 
formed by the grfiat northerly bend that the 
Kabul River takes below Dakka Fort. Through 
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this country runs. the Mullagori Road and the 
almost legendarylKabul River Railway, as alterna
tive strategI1: routes from Pesl18AVar. From the 
walls of Lanii KomI one may:;:, see the road 
stretfhing away to the north-east as far as the 
}&n&o which forms the southern barrier of the 
Karft Shilman Valley. What lies beyond is veiled 
in mystery. Torkamr-the point to which the 
I{abul River Railway waC) sl(IJlctioned by Parlia
ment-is a were geographi~ti expression as far 
as the out<oide world is concerned. The difficulty 
of railway constructIOn in the (laE'ow gorge of the 
Kabul River may be 4lpp\eherWd from the heated 
clli;cussioni that tOOK piace ~ver th~ selection of the 
route. tv e ~now.th&t the railway never reached 
Torkamr, although, the "flying Afridi" runs af 
far as W ars:k, * the last station in the ~eshawar 
nl~ e. • .,...... . 
~e reasons fO!' the construction of the Kabul 

River Rail'-"ay a'\-e to be found in the inadequacy 
of the Khl!ibar roads for the rapid despatch of 
a larg~ army into Afghafli:.tan, and for provision
in~ when th~re. • Supposing we ever had occasion 
toe:end an 1rmy into Afghanistan, this one avenue 
is easily interruptejlr flanked as jt is on both sides 
by preitlJlfably hos~ile Afridi tribes. In any case 
this road wouM never be sufficient for s61pplying a 
body of, say, from 60,000 to 100,000 men, and so it 
'Watt thought~visable to have alternative routes. In 

* ThIS Warsak must not be confus.-1 wIth the Warsak in the 
LoeSluhnan Valley. 

s 
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pursuance of this line of policy the Mullagori Road. 
was constructed, and the Loe £Qilman or Kabul 
River Railway sanctioned as far as ,-",rkamr. In 
a later chapter we l.hall see what tr9Phle arose out 
of its con!.truction. Beyond Tork;mr a discussion • arose R!. to the best route to be followed to the 
Afghan frontier. Lord Kitchenrr, then Com
mander-in-Chief, advocAted a direct route west
ward up the Loe Shilman Valley, thence through ra 

tunnel to the west of Warsak to the village of 
Smatsai, below Dakka Fort. But, principally on 
account of the ex.pe~se that the construction of this 
tunnel would have entdile~, it was eventually 
decided to follow the cour'>e ctf the Ka'bul River • 
upstream along the big northrrlw bend past Palosi, 
r route which pre!.ented fewer engineeri~ diffi
culties. I Ultimately further constru<!tlOn wa!. post
poned. It i!. to be hoped that this Jecimon (~~ 
dictated by consideration of real policy,< and notcby 

( 

the wave of economy which fro.n time to time' 
seems to sweep over the India Office, like a plague 
of locusts, blighting ever:\, progressive or ex~edient 
measure it may happen to encnunten • _, 

Though by no means so frequented byformefb
varlers of India as the KhaibartPa!.'o, this route was 

( 

undoubtedly known to the anci,ents, and ~ould, in-
deed, be a more rational route to follow tEan the 

LI • 

narrow and tortuou!> Khaibar, inhabited by the 
warlike Aparytre (Afridi), as Herodotup calls them. 
Though a portion of Alexander's troops made the 
passage of the Khaitar. the majority are supposed 
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to bavegone by the more northerli route. The 
old camel-road If the ' Buddhist pilgrims . exists 
also. which'was, and, I believe, stiilis, used on 
occasion by .~he Amir's "dak-runners" as an 
al~ative to the Khaibar. 



CHAPTER II 

THE ZAKKA KHEL AND"MOHMAND EXPEDITIONS 

"'TIS War, red War, I 'll give you then, 
War till my smews fall; 

FOT It wrong you have done to a Cluef of Men, 
And ~ Thief of the Zakka KheyI." 

KIPLING· Lament of the Border 
Cattle Tluif. 

< 
SINCE the final quelling of the,revoh of 1897 In 

'1irah, the Afridl border had rem~ined compa~atively 
peaceful,l1but for the spasmodic raidtiig of various 
bands of outlaw!>, until in ] 904 it again tfegatJ. to . ...,. 
respond to the secret machination!> of the fanatiu'al 

c • 
Anglophobe party m Kabul. In "that. year large 
numbers of Afridi!> visited the Afghan .metropolis, 
being well received by the Amir, and sent away 
,with presentr. of money, aft~r 'having 'pur~h~d 
considerable quantities of arms and atamuniti'on. 
Friendly relations with Kabul were still further 
cemented with the assistance. of one ~hawwas 
Khan, an ex-malik of the Zakka KheJ:.and a'1'ormer 
citizen of Peshawar, thr~ugh whose instrumentality 
the Afridi clans were enabled more B;nd more to 
count on the support of a powerful faction among 
the counsellors of ttie Amir. In fact, to such & 

to 
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degree did this man gain an ascendancy over the 
mind of the Ami that the latter was wholly unable. 
when the time ca~e, to prevent the insurrection 
wluch the Afpdis were emboldened to make~ rely-• ing ",on the support whiCh hu, actions had given 
~ood cause fol' anticipatmg. Through Khawwas 
Kha.n and his illyrmidons It was that the Afridis 
and the Mohmands, and even the Shinwaris, were 
~adually worked up to the belief that the time 
had come when the EnglIsh !>hould be driven back 
over the Ind~ .. by a general uprising of the inde
pendent tribes, in which Af~ha~ lashkars would 
play no inconspicuou~ patt. ~ll through the year 
1904 raidt were frequent, and the Afridi allowances 
were stoppeJ fOt ~ tolme. But though this had a 
salutall effect on .the maJonty of the, clans, th. 
Zakka Khel· <!ontmued to be the ringlead~rs in the 
rai<Jng, 'and ·when the allowances were once more 
r~'-;wed, the Zakka Khel were excluded from the 

'number. The defiant and uncompromIsmg attitude 
of the Zakka Khel was no doubt due to the con
stant assurances of Khavwas Khan that they h~d • • notlu.Ql5 ttl fefll', as.well as to the fact that the 
Zab:a KMI are the poo;est and most "jungly" of 
all the Afridi cla.s, and have come least into • contact vlfth Britisp rule. SItuated 8S they are at 
the :farlhest point of Tiratt from Britisp territory. 
and the nearest to Afghanistan, they would be 
more susceptible to Afghan influences. and less 
likely to appreciate the prob,ble consequences of 
their temerity. Their territory would also aft'ord 

4 
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to the outlaws the surest sanct1lary, and having 
already forfeited thcir allowance~ they would as 
soon be hung for a sheep as for a lamb. Among 
the chief of the outlaws may be meptioned Dadai, 
U sman, and Multan, all of whom were notorious 
for the number of their crimes and the daring witl'i 
which 'they were carried out. Thf"se three ~ent 
constantly to Kabul, wh~re they listened~eagerly to 
the rash and malignant scheming of Khawwas 
Khan, returning to Tirah only to (confirm the 
Zakka Kht! more surely in their folly. The 
Shinwari mullas rvere also untiring in their efforts 
to bring about a crisis III Tirah and among the 
Mohmands, who were also at 'thi5 tim~ showing 
signl> of disaffection on account d th: construction 
bf the Loe Shilman or Kabul R;ver Railwa:y, which 

.. or. 
they regarded al> a prelude to the taking over of 
their country. In this comlectlOn, Afl\m ·Gul;';9r 
" Sufi Sahib" of Batikot, wal> the most indefatiga!11.e . . , 
dividing hil> attentIOn equally bet\veen Tirah and 
the Mohmands. Thi~ gentleman, like" the "Gud 
Mulla" (or Lame Mulla)l'of In~al'i, wal> a 4isciple 
of the well-known Hadda Mulla, ae native of the 

( 

Jellalabad district, who in 1897, with' a folIo"'· 
ing of Afghans, had raided Sh(lnkargarh on the 
Mohmand border, and attacked the fo~o\, Shab
kadr. Hi" anti-British propaganda had begun 
some years before, when in ] 902 a new allowance 
had been granted to the Musa Khel Baezai 
Mohmands, which aff.>rded him an excellent oppor· 
tunity of denouncing the recipients as "kafir&," 
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with the result that the Musa Khel and other 
Mohmand clans/did not come in to receive their 
due. 

Another P/!ncipal cause for the suspicion and 
mistrust with tvhich we were regard lid at this time 
~y '\he MohIllJl.nds was the proposed Mohmand 
Boundary Co~mi!)sion, which was intended to 
do away - with the facility with which Afghan 
Mohmands could raid into what, l>tnctly l>peaking, 
had been laid down as Briti .. h territory by the 
Durand Ag~eement. Major (now Sir George) 
Roos-Keppel was deputed a!> tlje British Repre
!>entatIve, and it was.arr6.ngel that he should meet 
the Afgltan Comrnission-er\ at- tIre Nawa Kotal in 
Mohmand ierritQryo on February 1, 1908, and 
mark "ut the bou~dary, a!> far as the crest of t~ 
Sofaid Koh eat the Peiwar Kotal in the }furram, to 

the'" south \)f the Khalbar. But owing to the 
o ...... tructiv: mea.'f.Ure!> of the Amir, the Boundary 
Commissiotl n(:Wer started. If It had, it is quite 
possible that the Btltish member') of it would never 
have returned. Durin~ the construction of the -Loe :;hillhanoRaih'WlY the Tarakzai and Halimzai 
~ohman~, as well a~ the Mullagoris on the 
southern bank, w~ had undertaken to protect the 

-line fro_ attack, were repeatedly l>ubjected to 
• annoyances from the Afghan Mohmands. The 

o • 

Sarhang of Dakka especially &howed a particular 
desire to pick a quarrel at any price and on any 
pretext. with the object of im.J?eding the progress of 
the l"ork. A dispute arose a!> to the ownership of 
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logs and driftwood which the inhabitants of Smatsai, 
a small village on the right baAk of the Kabul 
River a little below Dakka, had been faccustomed 
to collect for fuel. The Sarhan~ oattacked the 
village, and, on a remonstrance from the BriJ:.ish 
Government, claimed Smatsai as lying in Afgharr 
territory. Whatever the justice of,:f,his claim, tLnd 
it appears that the worlls of the Durand Agree
ment admit of a considerable elasticity of interpre~ 
tation, we, at any rate, were perfectly justified in 
110t rf'('ognizing the claim, seeing that it was through 
the obstructionist, attitude of the Amir that the ,. 
boundary had remained imd~marcated. Thus in 
1905 for the second --time the question o(demarca: 
tion was raised, only to com~ again I to the same 
iRfructuous end. Meanwhile at,tacks on the. Kabul 
River Rallway, under the in!>tigation 0:/:' Sahib Haq, 
Akhundzada, son of the Mulla Khalil: occurre<1 ~ 

r ( 
before, and numerom, raids were committed by sQ(;h 

Q 

notorious outlaws as Mahazil, Khotla Hhel Baezai, 
and Hakim Khan," on the unprotected' villages of 
the Mohmand border. T'he reinforcement pf the 
frontier posts at this point led, hbwever, .to a 
temporary ce~sation of these annoyances: ( (> 

During 1907 the Zakka Km~ in spite of the 
genume efforts of the maliks. of the kIl1aining 
Afridi c1an~ to restrain them, adopted a yet more 

* The notonous outlaw HakIm Khan, wIth a following of 
twenty-nine, was taken near the vIllage of Char Sadda on 
February 28, 1911. HakIm and twenty of his accomplicea 
were killed, and the rest ':ere captured and sutTered death by 
hanging. 
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defiant attitude tiwards the British GovernD1ent, 
and an Afridi juta met at Landi Kotal in that 
year to deliterate on what steps should be taken 
to abate the _visance. During this meeting and 
whn, the Afridi maliks were urging on the 
(Jovemment the advIsability of occupying the 
Baz4r Valley, allZakka Khel jirga made its appear
ance, prof;s!>ing itself willing to come to terms. 
~ot content with offering an unconditional sur
render, the Z,.kka Khel m their turn made such 
preposteroU!> and absurd demands, condItions, and 
stipulations, that the insincerit~ ot:.thelr professions 
was made only too appar~nt, allJi they were imme-. . \. . . 
dlately diiiffiis~ed. 

All this time the-progress of the unrest was being 
watcheq, With JealQjl& care m Kabul, and secret-

.-. d h f' fi agents contmued to &en m t elr quota 0 m orma-
tinn to the le\der& of the Anglophobe party. It is 
'p'r~able that at tlU'i time the Amrr began to realIze 
the nature cJi tM whIrlwind that was about to be 
reaped from the insignificant wmd that had been 
sown l:w the presence of Khawwas Khan in Kabul.· 
Early.in 1907 the siI. SahIb, accompanied by Abdul 
Ks.rlm. a Shinwan of' Deh Sarak, was preaching a 
.. Jehad" in Tlrah. ~hile Lala Pir, a secret agent 
from ~a~l, wa'l engaged in stirring up the tribes 
in Khost and Waziristan, &TId holding cgmmunica
tion with the Mulla Powindah and the Hamzullah 

.. The l\oneer had repeatedly urged on the Government of 
India the adVlsablllty of obtammg ~e dismissal of Khawwas 
Khan from Kabul. 
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Mulla, with the intent to inci~e the Wazirs and 
Mahsuds to revolt. Unsuccess\.tl in Waziristan, 
he turned hi~ attention to Khost, where, on the 
outbreak of hostilities, he raised a Jashkar, which 

4 
was to have co-operated wi.h a Ghilzai la~hkar 
from the Ghazni di~trict in an. attack on t.e 
Kurram Valley. Among the Mohlpand~ and Ning
raharis the "Hazrat Sahib" of Chahar'bagh, Fidai 
Masun .Jan, succeeded, with the help of the Sllfi 
Sahib and the Gud Mulla, in raising a lashkar, 
principally compo~ed of Afghan ~lohmands and 
Shinwaris. • 

The Afridi malrks h\tviQg proved themselve~ 
utterly incapabte ;f exe'rci~ing' any inflvence ovh 
the Zakka Khel, the Goverli!~nt, }fter clutching 

..at every ~traw that ~eemed to 901d out a P?ssibility 
of a setttement, suddenly <;anctioned' ~n expedition, 
as the rer,ult of a determined raid on Per,hawar'City 
undertaken by M ultan and other outiaws on.o!he 
night of January ~8, IH08. TIffS mid occurr;J 
in spite of the fact that the whole of the Jamrud, 
Bara, and Kohat Pa~s ri'ads Wf'rc being pptrolled 
at the time. Three comtabllis 'were wO\lIld~d, two 
of whom died, and the raiding-party t!scaped ~er 
the city wall before any reinrorcement'! could be 
brought up. 

As soo~ a., the intelligence was r~ceivel by the 
Zakka Khels that punitive operations had been 
sanctioned against them, they began moving their 
families and flockr, ~.nd herds through the passes 
into Ningrahar, whither also the outlaws Multan, 
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Dadai, and U smanllso repaired, returning, oowever, 
to take part In th' fighting. The Chief Commis~ 
sioner of the N orth-West Frontier Province, 
Colonel Dean~ .. ummoned the Afridi maliks to a 
jirgaein Peshawar, where he made it plain to them 
tftat the object 'of the expedition was merely to 

Puni~h the Zakl&t Khel, and that no annexatlOn of • • 
territory was in any way contemplated. 'I'hlS very 
timely declaration of our illtel1tlOns had the very 
beneficial effecJ: of securing to U'> the co-operation of 
the Afridi maliks throughout the campalgn, ill 

spite of the untuing efforts of ~ulta Saiyid Akbar, 
Aka Khel, one of the-rin~leadt""" In 1897, to raise 

e • \. • ..--
them. TItey;vere, m fact, mduced to mamtain a 
blockade of tne pa~e~ from the Bazar Valley into 
Tirah, !./il that the p~..,e!. mto Afghani~tan were the-•• • only avenues of ~upply for the leaguered Zakka .. . 
Khel. It ,¥as proposed to take up two brigades 
19t~ Bazar. and to" hold one bngade in readines:, at 
Nowshera. 'MaJ'br-Gelleral SIr Jame~ Willcocks 
was given fttll mIlitary and politll.d.l control of the 
expediwon, and Lieutenlfnt-Colonel Roos-Keppel 
acted as P~lib!!al Ofitcer. The value to the Zakka •• • Kl!el of one, at least, of the pa~~es mto Ningrahar 
was largely di."'COUll~d by the rapidity with which 
this latter~fficer lee. a flying column into Bazar by 
way of the llazar Pas~, which opens 9ut of the 
Khaibar a little lIhort of Ali MasJId. By sending 
part of his baggage animals back from Ali Masjid 
to .Iamrud, the Zakka Khe! w&re led to believe tihat 
no entry was intended by way of the Bazar"psh; 
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consequently the column was e~abled to make the 
passage unopposed, and thus get l1etween the Zakka 
Khel and their bolt-holes into Afgha~istan. at the 
same time gaining possession of the(wJlage of China. 
commanding these exits. The second brigade 
entered the valley by the Chul'a. Pass through 
Malikdin Khel country, and advarlced to Walai. 
while the first brigade occupied Chura. { 

Mountain warfare, as carried on on the Nortl'l
West Frontier, does not lend Itself ~o impassioned 
df"lC'riptions of bloody fields of battle, of cavalry 
charges and heroiq actions done in the limelight 
before the astounded gaze .of two armies. The 

,tit • I , 
Afridi does not rw.h down into the open,. to certam 
death, but retire!> gracefully beff>re a \stronger force 

.. sent against him, ~kulking alorg the sky-line, and 
ready to'take advantage of the smaI1~~t mistake on 
the part of his opponent~, or to cut off apY'iotraggler. 
He has been described a<, the Rnest natural ~l;jr

misher in the world. I t i~ when the retirement ~i 
the British troop~ begins that he is at hi~ best, and 
then it is that those deed9 of hernisrn are cOIQmitted 
by our British and Indlan troep!> alfKe, when there 
is none to mark how thoSe battery muIes were 'got 
safely across that open nulla-bc~, swept as it was. 
by a hail of bullets, or how So-and-so heM op to an 
almost isolated position"at the risk of being cut off. 
for three minutes more than was necessary, in order 
to enable a wounded comrade or two to get a good 
start down the hill. { At night, too, worn out and 
dog-tired by the constant hill-climbing. the soldier 



must cook and eat jlis food in the dark. as no lights 
are allowed. for flar of attracting the fire of the 
snipers. Th~n he must dig himself into a ll8lTOW 

trench in the ~.und, and hope for sleep, while from 
the lVlls around an incessant firing is kept up till 
d.ylight. Those. who by repeated experience of 
this kind of warjare may be con!.idered competent 
judges decI1re that nothing is more nerve-racking 
ot' more demoralizing to troops than to have to 
undergo night after mght this constant sniping, 
coupled with tte apprehension of a night attack at 
any moment. The first indication ~f a night attack • is like the rw,tling of. tM WInd through autumn 

- • I' • • leaves, as ~he "chayhs" of the SIlent-footed foe 
!.lither over tte rQCky ground; then follow!. the 
confused. half-audibl. Jmgle of accoutrements, steel 
upon steel, aJd JanglIng neck ornament!., -and the 
final -rush- a:dtl the blood-curdling pandemonium • tha,is let loose as_the wave of savagery breaks on ." the bri!.tling -perifneter of the camp. Occasionally 
one of tho"e little Incidents occur~ which serve to 
relieve the ten!.ion and raI~ a 5.mile all round, even 
though. it b~ b11t a faJ.i;e alarm in the middle of the 
nigbt, causM by an ill!!onsiderate sepoy falling_ 
asleep With his sh~ulder against the firIng-button 
of a machi~-gun. • 

At t;:e begiruling of the operatIOns the.Amir had 
. issued a declaration to his subjects forbidding them 
to juin in the hostilities, but in !.pite of this and of 
his presence so close to the tcene as J ellalabad. 
large numbers of Sangu Khel Shinwaris, Afghan 
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Mohmands anli, Ningraharis o~ every description. 
entered the Baiar Valley by lhe~~atsobi Pass, 
where they openly sold ammunition to the rebels. 
aided them in fighting, and pr9-\Jed particularly 
obnoxious by militating in every possible IQ.'Ulner 
against the resumption of peaceful relations with 
the Zakka Khe!. With f~maticnl zeal, thet ex-

( f 

horted them not to conclude peace with us at any 
price, with the consequence that negotiations wgr~ 
conducted with the greatest diffi9ulty, and our 
occupat.ion of the valley was much longer than it 
need have be{l'1. , At their instigation, too, the 
Zakka Khel sent messages to the Mohmands 
urging them t~ rise, ~nd the Hazra~ Sahib and fhe 
Sufi Sahib did everything <ths..t could be done to 
bring about a combined ill,surrection.. But at 
length the Zakka Khel, having exhi~sted am.muni
tion, supplies, and means alike, and ,hltving seen 
their fortified villages disappear skywards in a 0i'0!lg 
of dust, were brought to their "knees, and terms 
were at length agreed to through the mediation 
of the Afridi jirga. 'Fhese latter undevtook to 

punish the outlaws, to, gumtantee< ea~h a .seftion 
of the Zakka Khel, and to deposit so many rifles 
until the Political Officer sheqld consider that the 
Zakka Khel had sufficiently .expiated ..... th~ir folly. 
The outlaw Dadai· died of' the wounds he had 
sustained, cursing Khawwas Khan and his own 
folly in bringing desolation on his clan. 

The difficulties attending the satisfactory termina
tion of the Zakka ~hel rising were enhanced b, 
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the necessity of ieeping a watcq,ful eye simul
taneously on othel' parts of the frontier. Hardly a 
month elaps~d before It again became necessary to 
send a punitivce jorce into independent territory
this time agamst the Mohmands. All through 
l<'ebruary and the first fortmght m April. raiding 
had been increasJilg on the Abazal border. and the 
Shinwari lashkar that had ~ollected m Ningrahar 
at~he close of the Zakka Khf>l ExpeditIOn crossed 
the Kabul RIVer at Lalpura and went off to throw 

• m their lot wIth the M ohmand'i. The constant 
influx from the Afghan f>Ide le<\ to. remforcement'i 
bemg early sent to the filrtf>:of M~hm dnd Shankar-
•• •• garh Aft.r telegraphIC commUUlcatlOns had been 

twice interrup~ed, "'lllage~ raIded, and posts fired 
on, It wai at length ~euded to mobIlIze a second 
expedition under the command of Gener~ Will
cocks. Briga~ter-General Andel son. Major-General 
Ban&tt, and MaJol-General Ramsay, had command .. 
of Brigades, the Thrrd Brrgade bemg held Ul reserve. 
On April 24 two columns attdckcd the enemy's 
position.west of Shankarg!JI'h, and the enemy were 
driven J:>ac~ WIth heavy lo!>s. ThIS defeat greatly 
disc;uraged 'he mullaf>, who were trymg to raise 
Dir and Swat. A.te the same tIme every effort 
made to gt'fn the cQ-OperatIOn of the Zakka Khel • and the Loargal Shmwal'ls. pro" ed unspcce!>sful, 
end many mullas retIred in consequence into 
Afghanistan. The Mohmands' supplies were now 
running short, and many combatants availed them~ 
selves of the dead or wounded among their relation& 
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to accompany them back into Jlingrahar, whence 
they were careful 'not to return. The Hazrat Sahib. 
however, doggedly remained in Moh~and country, 
though with a greatly reduced fol~ing, gradually 
retiring into the more remote valleys of. that 
district. In Tirah the maliks had. been successfbl 
in counteracting the efforts of Mullah Saiyid Akbar 
to raise the Afridls, in spite of the latte;'s invitation 
to the Sufi Sahib to join him in the Lower B:ra 
Valley, whilst in the nazar Valley what Zakka 
Khels yet remained-the majority having gone up 
into Maidan fon the summer-intimated that they 
would oppose the Sufi'i> lasbkar, if necessary, with 
force. The 1\1 ohmand trou'ble appeired to \e 
dying a natural death, and tm Government of India 
had already intimated to Ge~eral WiIlcQcks that 
no advance should be made mto Mohmand country 
if it could possibly be avoided, when ~ diversion of 
a dangeroui> nature suddenlyal'Oi>e in the Khafba:t;. 
On April 29 the Mian Sahib of l'sappar arrived at 
Peshbolak in Ningrahar with a Khugiani lashkar 
some 6,000 i>trong. A> Junction with tpe force 
already as!>emLled under the- Sufi 5ahib and other 

f 

mulias brought the total of the combmed lashkars 
up to nearly 20,000. 

This formidable gathering, which w~s cpmposed 
entirely qf Afghans, moved up to Landi Khana, part 
of it, under the Sufi Sahib, entering nazar. The 
fortified post of Michni Kandao, jUi>t below Landl 
Kotal, was attacked. on the nights of May 2 and 8, 
and General Willcocks moved up to Landi Kota] 
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with reinforceme~s, with which on the following 
da.y he drove the Sufi's la&hkar across the Afghan 

• boundary. 
As a resu1J;. of this sudden and unexpected 

reve,se to the Afghan supporters of the Mohmands, 
tile Hazrat Sa~ib's following &uffered a further 
dec~ase in nurvber&, and the "oice of the Amir, 
which had 'been raised ill h'alf-audlble protestations 
ttl which nobody paid any attentIOn, now thundered 
forth in an authorItative recall of all c,ubJect& of 
His Majesty from independent terrItory. But by 
this time no such command was peeded to illsure 
the rapid exodm of 4-fgl\an<, trom the Mohmand ... .. . . 
bOrder'!, tijou~h, no-doubt, the Amlr congratulated 
him&elf on his (&~lYU'what tardy) loyalty to hi& 
treaty epgagements.with the Engli<,h. 

Up tIll th~~ time only two of the Mohmand 
clans-namely, the Hahml.al and the Pandiali 

• 
Ml'lhmand!>-had "entured to come in. The 
remainder had been deterred from following thi& 
example, probably by the fear that the Govern
ment <;ontemplated an :wnexatJOn of Mohmand 
territQ,ry, 'II' Tl'tese two clan!> undertook to illduee 
the'remainihg <,ectlOn& to come ill, and May 9 wa& 
fixed as the date ~.whlch their &Ubml&sion &hould 
take p~ace.· VVith the exception of the Musa Khel 
section of' tht! Baezai, th~ Baezai and. Khwaezai 

* The Hahmzal and rarakzal Mohmand" a~ well as the Shll 
manlS and Mullagorls who live on the southern bank of the 
Kabul RlVer, remamed loyal to the G,vemment throughout the 
Cantpalgn. 

5 
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are considered as Afghan subjcrts. The remain·· 
ing Mohmand clans consisted of the Utmanzai, 
Dawezai, Isa Khel, Burhan Khel, a~d the Musa 
Khel Baezai. Nothing having occjlfred by May 9, 

the Fir!>t and Second Brigade!> advanced into ~oh
mand territory. On May 15 tha column amvl!"d 
at the Kharappa and N ahaki Pa!>s~s, in the Gundab 
Valiey, without opposition. The enemy were, 
however, found in con~iderable force in the Khap!k 
Pass, having been joined by Baezai and Khwaezai 
Afghan M ohmands. The efforts of the First Brigade 
wen: directed rgaim.t the Kandahari Sufi~, while 
the Second Brigade a,>cended the valley of the Bohai 
Dag toward!> Kargha and Mulla KiJlai.;in Utman 
Khel territory. By May 27 all the clans, with the 
exception of the Mu~a Khcl Baezai, had tendered 
their ~ubmis~ion. and, the latter"· having been 
puni'ihed on the following day. the troops began 
to evacuate Mohmand territory, which was efler ted 
by June 1. 



CHAPTER III 

THE POLICY 01<' THE AMIR 

FOR close on half a century the nightmare of a 
Russian inva;ion of India through the passes of 
the Hindu Kush, or by way of Heytt and the Para
pomisu&, has held tht<. mtnd of the British public, 
cfoggmg qur foreigR policy and·for~ing the hand of 
our diplomac~. In .'>pite of the fact that since 
1873 Britl'lh &tate&V1en have from time to time 
attempted to·tca<,<,ure the nation on this ·point, in 
no field of ~olitic", have alarnmts and scaremongers 
ob~llled such a ready hearing a!> III thi& one of the 

°Ru&slan advance"Ul Central A "ia. 
It is not neces&ary at thl& dl"tance of time, and 

in view of' our pre6ent relations wIth RU6sia, to 
• • rake \IP Old ,,~ores,. too highly coloured for the 

mo!t part 'With the hues· of national animus, but 
it may not be m~e~vant to the "ub.Ject to recall 
a few of '(;he le&s ha:.ty vleW& of those British . ' 
statesmen who, in the mid&t of the almost 
univers~l panic, &till kept their heads. • 

In 1873 the Tsar had already intimated to the 
British Government, through .Prince Gortchakoff, 
that he considered Afghanistan as lying altogether 

35 
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outside the Ru!>sian sphere of i}liiuence, an assur
ance which Lord Granville saw no repson for not 
accepting. But m 1868 the capture of Samarkand 
had camed such an ebullition of fe~ing in England 
that Lord Clarcndon felt constrained to inform 
Baron Brunnow that "although. Her l\fajestyts 
Government feel ne1thrr suspicHJn nor alarxh at 
the~e movement!>, yet ,>omething mm.t be done 
to allay the unea'>Ules<, of the BntJ..,h and India'h 
public." A !>cheme wa<, then di!>cpssed for the 
e..,tablishment of a neutral 70ne in Central Ai>ia, 
resemblmg l>omeM'ilitt the pre<,ent i>o-called neutral 
zone m Per!>ia: a I '>chenie -,"}nch was afterwards . .. 
abandoned "hen the obJect fof wluql it. had been 
broached-namely, the paclfif'atmn of' the English 
pubhe-had been for the tune pemg attain~d.* 

~ .& 
'Vhen in 1878, aftcr the Treaty of San Stefano, 

we i>ent IndIan troop'> to the Mepithranean, 
Skoheleff"i> plan, in the event of war breaking dut 
between England and RU'o'>la, and provided he 
could gain the .,upport of Shere AlI, was to make 
an mva!>ion of IndIa through the passes of the 
Hindu Kmh. But it may he reasonably doubted 
that he would ever ha\ e contemplated i>uch a 
step had he not fully beheV\::~ that the whole 
of India was ready, at the me-e approach, of the 
RUi>sian'>, to break out into a blaze of insurrection 
resembling the Mutiny of 1857. 

It i!> a noticeable fact that, with one exception, 

* Wheeler's "LIfe of Abdurrahman," practically the only 
really Impartlal reVIew of the Rus~Ian question. 
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friction between .Russia and England in Central 
Asia had afways been preceded by strained rela
tions between the two countries in Europe. This 
one exception.'Was the" Penjdeh Incident" of 1885, 
whe» Gladstone'i> Parhament voted £11,000,000 
1br war preparatioll.i>. The incident might easily 
hav~ bf1en aVOJded had ,.,-e i>hown a little more 
firmne!i> at the outset, and it ii> not at all clear 
that the Rusf>ians were prepared to back their 
views by reso~ing to extreme measures. Sir West 
Ridgeway, who succeeded SIr Peter Lumsden in 
command of the Boundary C;;OrnrmiSf>lOn, was of 
of inion that the Rus~ani ~oulg I~Ot pOSSIbly have 
rIsked a Vlour in vie\v of the dIsturbed condItion of 
the Mahommedan. p~pulatlOn under Russian rule 
at that time. * 

• To look for a moment at the Rusi>ian side of 
the quei>bop, a fact too often overlooked by the 

.pal!tii>an historians of thu, penod is that from 
1868-1873 we, too, had caur,ed the Russianr, con
f>iderable anxiety by our attempts, culminating in 
the Fprs~h Mbi>ion, to establish commercial 
relationf> with Yakoub Beg of Kaf>hgar. We had, • • 
in fact, ourselvei> been settmg the example in what 
we afterwardf> compiained -.0 much of in Russia. 

But.to return b the question of the Russian 
invaf>iqn. Si'i- Donald Wallace, in. his book 
"Russia," sums up the whole question in one 
pithy sentence: 

... Wheeler's" Life of Abdurrahman;' practically the only 
reany impart18l review of the RUSSian question. 

6 
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., What had been seriously en~rtained, not only 
in the official world, but by the (Russifl)) Govern
ment itself, is the idea, strongly' advocated by 
General Skobeleff, that Russia Sh01tld as quickly 
as possible get within striking distance of .. our 
Indian possessions, so that she may always be able 
to b~ing strong diplomatic pressuro to ~ear on'the 
British Government, and, in the event of a con
flict, immobilize a large part of the British army.'~ 

This places the whole matter in !l- much more 
reasonable and probable light, and is a strong 
argument againgt J,he notion that Russia ever 
harboured designs pcr sc tor the invasion of India. 

t . . ( 

Lastly. Lord Hardinge of' Pellfhurst, at a 
banquet given for him on the- eve of his departure 
for Indin: by the county of Kent, said, in reference 
to this question: "I have grave doubts as to 
whether such projects were ever serjou'sly con
templated. in those days by the Russians." 

The elimination of the Russian'question for the 
present from the sphere of practical politics on the 
North-'\Vest Frontier of India, if it cannot be said 
to have simplified the problen.s with which we are 

r . c. 
called upon to deal, at any rate must have the 
effect of modifying our polie);: in many of its 
hitherto most important aspects~ (' 

The situ'l.tion now rel'olves itself into th~three-
cornered problem of-

1. Our relations witli the Amir. 
2. Our relations w{th the independent tribes. 
8. Tribal relations with the Amir. 



rluuTY OBLIGATIONS 

For the first time since the Vienna Congress of 
1815, EnlS'land i~ found acting in harmony with 
Russia, and the immediate consequence of this is 
that Afghani§~an finds herself completely isolated. 
Hitherto the Amir's chief weapon has been his 
~ower to hold the balance between the two • conntrief., and ~o playoff England against Russia. 
He can now no longer co~nt on the moral support 
of RUf.sia in any situation where the interests of 
Great Britain and Afghani~tan clash. We are, 
of course, stIll bound by our defensive treaty of 
alliance in the event of a for;ign inva~ion of 
Afghanif.tan; and jlU9!>Ut, .:rithin the last two 
~ear~ or so, haf. rooewetf }fcr :~st11'ance~ to us that 
she conside~!> AJgQani~tan a!. lying altogether 
outsid~ the :!.pherl III wInch :!.he may be called 
upon to ace. At the ... ame time, a:!. loflg as the 
Amir observe~ the treaty negotiated III Kabul 
it\ 1905 by Sir LOUIS Dane, III which Habibullah 
undertook to be bound by the engagements that 
hi!. father made "ith the Government of India, 
we are also bound to fulfil our side of the bargain, 
and .t'o rhped th~ independence of Afghanistan 
a:!.' a kingdom. By orfe of the Articles of the 
Durand A!,rreemeQt of 18H3 the Amir undertook 
not to exercise a~y interference m the independent 
territ~ries on. our' :!.ide of' the Durand line; but so 

} 
. . 

oiten' lave rising:!. among the border tribes been 
directly traceable to Afghan machinations as to lay 
Habibullah open to the charg~ of having violated, by 
commission or omission, this clau:!.e of his agreement. 
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What conceivable circumstances. can be urged 

in defence of the following, or tn what way can 
Habibullah seek to justify them? Tli'e reception 
of tribal jirgas in Kabul, either b~. the Amir or 
by N asrullah, and their dIsmissal with gift~ of 
money and arms; the presence of the proscribed 
ex-mahk, Khawwas Khan, in Kabql, who attained 
such mfluence in the A~ir's councIls a& ultimately 
to bring about a rISIllg in the Bazar Valley; the 
open sale of rifles and ammunitIOn to the Zakka 
Khel during the ensuing expedItion, in dIrect 
defiaoc'f' of the 4-mir\ order!'>, and III !'>pite of hI!'> 
presence not twenty mll~!'> .\l-way, at Jellalabad; 
finally, that a nesc of outlaw!'> .,hould be permitte6. 
to exist in Kho~t, upon our vt;,ry",borders, and that 
no measures should be taken to"put a stop ~o theIr 
depredatIc,ns, untIl the capture of a flative officer 
of a frontier militia rendered unpleai>ant c(tmplica
tion!'> with the Government of India an -immediatte 
pOSSIbIlIty. 

Whether personally gUIlty or not guilty, it is 
with Habibullah, as ruler of Afghami>tan, t~at re
sponsibility mm.t ultimately re)t. Th!.t ')uch tl].ing!'> 
should be pOSSIble calb for mea&ure& <;,hat &h:i.ll 
aITe&t, once and for all, thi., gqtdual stultIfication 
of the Durand Agreement. The time has, in fact, 
come when we i>hould mtimate ~:: him fn no 
equivocal ~anner that ~elation& of any politt",,,,l 
nature, either directly or indirectly, cannot longer 
be tolerated in indep<t'ldent territory. For, in the 
ab&ence of the fanatical elUls!>arie& of the Kabul 



Anglophobe party. the maliks have shown them· 
selves, on the whole, eapable of looking after thE 
tribes under their charge, and inclined to discourag-e 
close relations ~~th Afghanistan. 
Th~ exact attitude of the Amir towards us is a 

~ubject on which.con"iderable dIfference of opinion 
exists. Whilst iull of prqte~tations of good~will 
towards us, he b sometime~ ~o backward in giving 
pmctical effect to them as to furni~h legitimate 
cause for doubting hi~ !:.incerity. No doubt he is 
saddled with : difficult ta!:.k in properly fulfilling 
hi& treaty obligatlOm, and at the jame time pre-• ~erving his character j.m<fng the Afghans as an 
u~ompromi!>iig uplwlder ·ot Afghln integrity and 
independence. To.this and to the fact that his 
brother, ~ a&rullah KJ1an, ha& ever evmced the mo&t 
thoroughgoing antagoni!>m to everything 'Brith,h, 
may be abtributed hi& waIlIng popularity. It may • evel4 be doubted whether hi!> popularIty at any time 
since hi& visit to ~Imdmtan would have been &uffi~ 
cient to keep him upon the throne but for the 
loyalty of his brother, who exerci!>es by far the 
greater. infl~ence of t~e two, and who would prob
ably' be rece!ved with the·greate .. t acclamation by 
the people did he c~o,)&e to proclaim him&elf. How
ever, at his acce!>sion he at leal>t had the foresight to 
win ov;r J:he ~ry by tlJe !>imple exnedient of 
~'crsmg it& pay, an operation which he has re
peated at interval.. "ince, although compelled to 
disband the inferior portion of. his troops in order 
to defray the increasing eo&t of upkeep. But sinre 
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Nasrullah is Commander-in-Chief, it seems im4 
( .. 

probable that Habibullah could coant on the un-
divided loyalty, except against an ertemal foe, of 
any but the Kabul garrison. , ~ 

Habibullah has been described as too easY(8oing 
to attempt any curtailment of Nasrullah'!' influence, 

f 

relying, no doubt, on the Govcrrpnent of India to 
see' him through any' family crii>ii>; and though 
Nasrullah has a great affection for hli> brother, he ii> 
said to have been much di"pleai>ed at the nomina
tion of I uayatullah , the Amu'!, !'on, as !,uccessor 
to the throne. ~ It i~ abo rumoured that Nasrullah 
is phYi>lcally afraid of the,Amlr, and that when 
Clrcmmtanee.., bf 'a suffiC'Iently peremptory natbre 
have deCIded the latter on, a. defh~te couri>e, the 
remomtrance" ofthe Commarvler.in.Chiefare "wept 
away a~ chaff before the ~torm. • 

Ai> Commandel"IIl·Cluef of the army, 6nd at the 
• "ame time i>plrltual head of the community and thIef 

prop of the State, N a.,rullah 1<, to all outward appear. 
ance., a dictator. LIke the wauior-bii>hop of the 
Middle Agci>, he ii> keenly alIve to the advantagei> of 
combimng the i>pirltual WIt}; the temporal, power, 
and it ii> to the acqUl~rtlOn of ;,upreme spiritual 
power that all lUi> "tealthy. energiei> have been • directed. Well he knowi> that in a country like 
Afghanii>tan, where the fanati~al' ~J'al nnl warhke 
propemitles of the populatIOn are ~hrewd1y 1'nti~.:::a 
to account by the mulla~, whoi>e only principles 
are :>ubordinatcd t~ motives of political expediency 
and to the pre~ervation of their own influence. the 
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acquisition of such4power is the passport to ultimate 
supremacy. .In this he has been aided by circum
stances. According to Musalman law anyone 
who, having preyed after the "chief imam" or 
preacaer in the mo&que, afterwards act& contrary 
to his command.,. i" counted an infidel, and ceases 
to belong to thet company, of the faithful. Most 
Afghans at one time or another havc prayed after 
Nasrullah in his capacity of' chIef imam in the large 
open-air Ma<;jiIJ-i-pul-i-Pukhtu in Kabul, a mosque 
capable of' accommodatmg several thousand people. 
Among these are &ure to have.be® many tribe,,-

People from our sIde the.ebordt;r, and hence it if> • • • 
not too much.to <,as that It 1& only necessary for 
Nasrullah to despa1!ch a body of muHa& to preach 
a holy war ag~in~t tlJe Bntl',h to cam.e in r.e&ponse 
a movement of' unrest along the whole length of 
the frontier .• 
. The first instinct of an Oriental monarch on 
ascending the throne I'> to get nd of' all &uperfluous 
members of' hi& famIly who may be su&pected of 
any leaning:; toward~ the purple. '1 his is effected 
by baRishment

e 
or by htmlwr methods. At hi!. 

death in 18~3 Timur Shah left twenty-three sons, 
all of whom, durin8 "he dIsputed <;uccession which 
followed, gradually, di~appeared, until only Shah 
Shujah Bond ~ Mahol1lIued were lefi;. Forty 
1'ifS later, on the death of the Dost, there was 
another disputed &uccession, many of the actors in 
which are still living in eXIle ~n either Russia or 
British India. On his accession Habibullah was 
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spared the inconvenience of as~rting his right to 
the throne, owing to the thoroughne~ with which 
his father, the lamented Abdurrahman, had pre
viously cleared the country of all p;x;sible claimants. 
Yakoub Khan and Ayoub Khan, the .,on~ of .shere 
Ali, who fled from Afghalli~tan in 1879, are now at 
Lahore, and, though both are ol'er sixty years of 
age, probably ~till have !>ome adherents among 
the Afghan Mohmands, their mother having been 
a lady of that tribe, a sister of S~'adat Khan of 
Lalpura. A ~till more ancient link with the past 
SUI vives in the: pf'fSOn of' h'hak Khan, now over 
~eventy year~ of are, if, j~d{:~d, he still lives, and (an 
exile ill Samarkand, HabibuUah's Hrthplace. In 
fact, with the exception of hb brother Nasrullah 
and of hi., half-brother, Mohalomed p mar, a grand
~on of Shere Ali, a quarrel-,ome and ira!>cible youth 
from all accounts, there ha-. been no o\le who could 
~how any pretence to the throne. For some years 
Bibi Halima, the mother of Mohammed Umar, was 
the cause of con!>iderable friction at Kabul, but 
since Mohammed Umar (who never pa~ticipated in 
the ambitiou!> ~chemes hi!> u,otherO entertail!ed for 
his future) .,lew the Am'ir'~ Master of Horse in a 
fit of pas.,ion, and on anothcn occa~ioll wounded 
Na!>rullah in a quarrel, he ha~"been allowed to go 
hi., oW]) /Way, which ~oe!> not ~. l!:!.-cssentials 
from that of other ne'er-do-weel~. He i!> no lo"iiget 
to he reckoned with a~ a possible claimant at 
Inayatullah'~ acees!>\on. One other there is who, if 
any credence may be given to the tales of Kabuli 
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merchants in PeshlliVar, is causing Habibullah a suc
cession of maztvazs quarts d lteure. The Shahgassi 
Mulki, Sirdar Yahya Khan, the brother of the first 
Queen, who V\Wl drIven from Afghanh,tan by 
Abd\lirahman, ha~ now been baek in Afghanistan 
for about four yEtar~. Saving N a<;rullah'!. priestly 
following, he corrwnands th" sympathy, so 'tis said, 
of all the trIbes to the !'outh alld east of Kabul. 
The Ghilzais, moreover, are known to have pro
cured many n~es during the recent gun-running, 
and, inspIred by the knowledge that they are well 
armed, have been .,hm\,ng "Ig~" ~f re~tlessne!..,; 

whIlst only the other ala~ the ",mll" de.,patehed 
theeHazrat Saq,b Chltrbdgh (one of the dli>ciples of 
the well-known IIac1da l\luUa) to pacIfy the Sangu 
KheI, a Slllnwan clal'e11l the \ ICITl1ty of .T eIlalabad, • • which had become mtrad,lble. 

So long" a\Na.,lUllah retaIn<, 1m. pO'>ItJon at the 
head- of the mulIa,> he h,l'> notillng to fear. As a 
Durani, he eVIden\ly pI efer., to pull together WIth 
HabIbullah than to mk the lo~~ to 1m famIly of 
the legacy of 5ubJect tube!. - Ha7ara~, Kafirs, • Ghilzais., Usbeg'!., anli Turcomam-that Abdur-
rahman beqdeathed to the pre~ent AmIr a~ the 
independent kmgdo~ of A fgham~tan, a kmgdom 
that require!. a firm hand If the um uly element .. of 

./ 

which It l.,~ed are to l~ held togetl~r. 
-¥'r!xed by internal movement!. and hampered by 

the Anglophobe party in hI" dealings WIth us, the 
po<>ition of the Amir is certain~ not an enviable 
one, nor is the admini!.tratJon of the country aU 
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that can be desired. What gljlvemment there is 
in Afghanistan is conducted in the mpst haphazard 
fashion-at least, in the outlying districts, which for 
the mo!>t part are farmed out W governors or 
" hakims." The collection of the revezwe is 
usually deferred to some two years after the expiry 
of their terms of offic<; when the;, hakims receive a 
!>Un1mons to Kabul, and the major portion of their 
property i<; unceremoniou~ly confiscated to supply 
the deficit~ in the exchequer. Corruption i!> rife. 
Under the!>e circum~tance~ it i!> not to be wondered 
at that the afl'u;r~ pf remote di!>trict!> do not always 
come to the notice of the ~central Government as 

(' • 'I' 
promptly H~ mIght be de!.ired" in !.lOite of the lact 
that in 190G telephonie eomm'.mication wal:> estab
lished between Kabul and thr principal provincial 
capital;. In many imtance., the fir~t intimation of 
disorderly conduct on the part of. h~ .,ubjects 
reache~ the AmiI' through the Government of Illdia. 

In this way Habibullah ha') 'made out a very 
plausible ca~e for hiIll'>clf~ and the ~ympathetic 
Britbh lion ha~ been withm an aee of being caught 

i' 

napping. To all outward %',ppeat-ances, the Amir 
l~ merely an Oriental monarch, bouhd to Great 
Britain by certain treaty obligation~, which he is 
honestly trying to fulfil, even .. at the ri!>k of the 
allegianc~ of hi., !>uhjrrcb,. He '~~,,~th regret 
(from the Government of India) that raids irrhe 
British territory are being made from his side the 
Durand line. H\! replies that he has not yet 
been mformed of the matter by his own officials, 
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but that he will d~ all in his pc;twer to put an end 
to the raiding. He receives jirgas in Kabul, and, 
true to his engagements, he counsels them against 
any unfriendly i-itItude towards the British. They 
are t~n handed over to the chief imam. . .. He 
forbids the sale ~f riflel. and ammunition: to the 
independent tribtJIJ, but nott the 'lmalle"t attention 
is paid to thil. inJunction He payl. a friendly 
visit to the VIceroy in IndIa, where we are careful 
to inform him that we only wl~h to consolidate his • position in his own kmgdom, and to see Afghanis-
tan able to defend herl.elf. He.ac~ptl. our a!.l.ur
ances of frlend'lillp, ana tif how.tl.er!> pre'lented to 
hi"'- by Lord C¥rzon,~ome of which, rnetaphoflcally, 
he mounts pointmg. toward~ RU~!>la, ~ome towards 
India. He 'lp'ends .he "allowance" granted to 
him on the derence" of the Khurd Kabul P:ss, and 
as soon a~ w.e prop05e bmldmg, al. an earne"t of 
our aefem.ive treaty of alhance, a raIlway that shall 
facilitate the thrd'wing of troops mto Afghanilotan 
in the event of a foreign InVa'llOn, he bares his 
teeth. Even while Su LoUIS Dane was yet in 

• Kabul,;t was kI10wn .n IndIa that the Mission of 
1905 was a ctlmplete fia~co. The proposals we had 
to make, accordmg. to the 1'zme,\ of January 26, 
1905-the linking up of Pe5bawar and Jellalabad 
by rail aIlll-tt..iegraph, th~ training o:t Afghan 
m,r,ps by Briti!.h officers, the purchase of war 
material from England alone-Habibullah refused 
to discuss, substituting in their place Nasrullah's 
pet seheme, advocated as far back as 1897, 


