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INTRODUCTORY

Or late the interest of the British public has been
centred on the internal proMlems of the Indian

mpire, and chiefly thowe connected with the
Hindu portion of the pobulation. As a result
of the alarming wav. of>sedit1 n that swept over
Bengal, uwomp‘mlf.d by Brahihtnical revivals in
the two Pre-idencies, the affairs of the North-
Wast Frontier, togethet with the problems con-
‘nected Jwith® the flahommedan subjects of the
Fing-Efapetor, have gradually ‘Deen relegated to

@ pazardor’ obscurity, and have not received the
attentlon they ®served. 'The crisis on the frontier
in the autunfh‘“f 1910, as a direct result of the
suppressmn oi the*arms traffic in the Persian Gulf,
bas ha.ﬂ the &ffectof switching the hmelight once
a@?n on to tltis mbst interesting quarter. People
are af’ last beginning to realize that if the arming
of the Pathan BRIt continues, a frontier rising in
the futrPe will be an affair of infinitely more gravity
than heretoforc But in spite of this the opera-
'tions of the blo&-ading squadron in the Persian
Gulf are not sufficiently recognized as an integral
part of frontier policy, and have attracted atten-

xi



xii INTRODUCTORY

tion more from the hazardousnature of the under-
taking than from any bearing thkat the ultimate
suppression of the traffic may haf tyon the tran-
quillity of the frontier. It is wi h this object,
namely, of emphasizing the connéition between
the operations of "the blockading squadron apds
the preservation of peace on the Pathan border,
that I have ventured en the publicatidn of thi
book. Though it in no sense aims at bringing
the history of the “rontier up to date, yet 50,
httle has been writte 1 on this subject since the
publication of M. (’hirol’s ¢ Middle Eastern
Question” and Mr Angis Ilamilton’s « Afghan-
istan” (to both o which 1 am indebted as well fol
the interest 1 have felt in the subjg-t as for the
information therein contam.1) that I ave tho,%,ﬁ.t..
it worth (vhile to devote a ehhpter o a préeis of
the Zakha Khel aud Mohmand Expedilions. ¢
But it is not only against the indepe; dent trilges,
that anxiety is felt. For a long¢while now the
attitude of the Amir has given » ase for anxious
speculation as to the real n otlve:. that have
actuated his policy. Autlorit' > on the frontieg
would be puzzled to give » dogiaati¢ answer tothe
question, *“ What is the true poli(,y of the A'mir ?"
Many would say that he was honestly anxious
to fulfil his treaty obligations with the Bri sish, but
that he was debarred from domg,nso in an open
manner through fear of the los¢”of influence with
his subjects which would result frone the main-
tenance of too close relations with the Govern-
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ment of India. A smaller number would tell you
that this was J a pretext for a more far-
seeing policytxch aims at the complete inde-
pendence of the Afghan kingdom of both Great

- S ; ;
Britajn and Russia. Many circumstances point to
yremidea that the Amir is contemplating a coup
of seme sort in jthe near future. Not Jeast among
these is th® feverish activity which characterizes
the training of the Afghan army. At the review
at Agra during his visit to/ India in January, 1907,
the Amir is said to have reviled his Sirdars for
having led him to beheve in tag, efficiency of his
army as a fighting mgchifje. ;‘Jl’kj&h officers are
ndw engaged in frating the Af’ghan Sepoys ;
modern gunsfandeamm-.iition are manufactured
Mabul; great attg (tion is paid to the mobility
of the force' %s a whole, and to the %lothing
fespecially bots) and comfort’ of the individual
solifer. Anged pith moclcrn rifles, the Afghan
afmy would he ¢oubt prove a formidable fighting
machine in wag "Rut the danger lies in the fact
that wl;en the Arflir tales it into his head that
ke is. na p.os:tlon tosthrow off our control he will
pr8bably mdke the dyttempt, and though we may
be sw? of the issug M the end, we shall not escape
a lengthy campaign and > vast expenditure of
treasure® coupled with thg anxiety of seditious
risings in India algny moment.

The accoynt of the operations of the Mekran
Field Force may have a certain interest, seeing that
this corner of the Persian dominions has been so
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rarely visited by Europeans. But the narrative
must necessarily be rather *.ae of incident, for
the cogent reason that “a man 2d” is not so
likely to be admitted into the family circle of those
against whom he is marching, or to ‘see “ the little
savages at play,” as a traveller of more peage"l’bép,
intentions. , On the march to Bint hardly a soul
was seen, and what few villages we passed were
deserted. It was the same story in Blyaban,
though here we had ‘the good-fortune to fa.lI
in with the gun-runners, my account of which I
hope will compare with thé account they gave of
themselves. : i

I am indebted ' to the 7% mr:s for permission <o
make use of articles o1 jine antrll-vltea from the
irene of the operations, as well as for the one eon-
tained in the second half of the t‘hapter on the
Autumn Crisis on the Frontier. -tIucﬁ of the,
subject-matter has been rearrangeqy, to suit (the
lapse of tume which has occu + 1 am al®
indebted to the proprietors of hg Qulooker for
permission to reproduce photogfaphi of the expedi-
tion, taken by myself, which apescared in*that pape=.

ARNOLD KEPPEL
QuinennHaM, NoORFoLk
October 7, 1911,



GUN-RUNNING AND'THE
fNDIAN NORTH-WEST FRONTIER

CHAPTER
PESHAWAR .AR.D WHE KX AIBAR PASS

ke W.hen' he spping tio tushes the desert grass,
Qur Kafilas wind through the Khyber Pass
*Lean dige the mels, but fat the frails,
Light are the purses, but heavy the bales,
%8s thf snow bound trade of the North comes down
To t% market square of Peshawar Town ™
Barracl-Reom Ballads

TrE rapiditys With which, on the North-West
Frontier of India, 2vents develop into a erisis, and
cthe labitude that st in consequence be allowed
i dealmg with tdem fo the Political Officer in
charge on the spots led™fo the formation, by Lord
Curzon in 190%.of the North-West Frontier
Provin¥e, out of the tra.ﬁg-lndus districts of the
Punjab, under™§ Chief Commissioner directly in
touch with fhe Government of India in the Foreign
Department. A similar scheme had already been
formulated and approved by°Lord Lytton in 1877,
1



2 PESHAWAR AND THE KHAIBAR PASS

which would have placed the, political control of
the frontier under the Forei epartment, the
internal administration remaining, fore, unde
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. The
outbreak of the second Afghan ‘3731', howeyer.
pre\ented this scheme being carried into eﬂ'eef:
and it ‘was pot till after the close, of the Tirak
Campaign that it was @again revived fnder the
viceroyalty of Lord Elgm. It remained, never'
theless, to Lord Curzon®to point out the weak
spot, and o wisist on the transfer of both political
and administrative departinehts to the Govern-
ment of India as hc (ﬂtly.practzcal means of
insuring a suceessful gmpplmg'mth the frontie
problem. By ths masterstiokg of lcons.tructwe
strtesmanship Lord Curzon ucceeded at one
stroke in ‘giving to the affairs of the *fontier then
proper place and true_ significance n ftheforeign
policy of the Indian Empnc It yas fpevitablegn
a huge district like the I"unjab, ong efethe richest
in the whole of India, that therdiffairy of a few
small hill-tribes should regeive Fadequate rf con.
scientious attention, and that thér petitidns sh(auld
be shelved and their ]cgltmm&, aspirfitions mié-
understood.  The Lleutenant-(éovernor of* the
Punjab had more than enough.to do in super-
intending the economic development, of the istrict
under his care, in staving off the ;y,rstent claims o
famine, disease, and pestilence; and quesfions which,
owing to the pressure of ordinary administrative
routine work, had to ‘be held over to await theh
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turn were found on examination to have assumed
such dimensions s+4d to wear such a threatening
aspect as 4p. Jeave nothing to be done but to
entrust the matter to the tender mercies of the
Pun_}ab Frontler Force. Moreover, the Lieutenant-
&overnor of the Punjab might be an Indian civilian,
with Indian civilian médes of thought, and the

litics of the frontier might be to him the merest

reek. The task of coping with the innumerable
little pitfalls of Pathan o1”Afghan statecraft requires
a more than usually firm grasp of the working of
the Pathan or Afghan mind, and more than a
nodding acquamtance enth the broad lines of
¥rontier policy. Newer did the Spersonal equation
enter more pto tllE successtul management of-the
people of India than 1t does with the wild apd
lawless triet of the Afghan marches—swild and
lgwles®ghrqugh sheer wanton savagery, but capable
d'ﬁ being JrhogJed and led httle by little and
step by step yito the pliths of rghteousness by
a firm hapd, und by the knowledge that their
petitions are read and ¢pnsidered by someone who
is iplerestedy n Yher welfare, just m his deal-
m%s, and,*above 2ll, who 15 mn constant personal
touch with the headni‘eh or ‘“malks,” of their
tribe.

A ¥re glunce at the map is total]y inadequate
to convey to reader the tribal dispositions, the
natural dlvlslonb, the artificial frontiers, and the
character of the country of which the North-West
Frontier is made up. In its extraordinary com-
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plexity, both politically and geographically, the
sercated shark’s - tooth line ich bisects the
province, forming what is known he «Inde-
pendent Border,” cannot be bette; understood
than by clasping the two hands “together and
interlacing the fingers, so that those of the nght
hand may represent the roads running up through
independent territory tq the British outposts or
pohtical agencies at their heads, and the ﬁnge.r§
of the left hand the long spurs of mountainous
ndependcnt territory that run down ‘nto the rich
level plains of Peshawar and the Derajat. The
knuckles of the nglit hand will then represent the
five district centres of T.!azara, Peshawar, Kohatt
Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan. In gach of these
districts settled government exists, and the ad-
ministration does not differ i essen®dls from that
of other provinces. In independent tepritofy, how-
ever, we do not attempt any admfgstration ,in
the ordmary acceptation of the worda No taxes
are collected, and justice 15 meted out, pot accord-
ing to the Indian penal code, but by the “jirga,”
or assembly of the elders of the tybe.s A’ gpass
meeting of the elders of the whole cf¢the Affidi
tribe, for instance, woulli- correspond very much
to the old “Shiremote ” of the, Saxon heptarchy ;
and, indeed, there is mbre in the simile than one
would expéct at the first glance, forrthe democratic
spirit that is so charactenistic & feature in the
gradual growth of Enghsh customs finds its
counterpart in the spifit of liberty and right of free
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CHARACTER OF THE PATHAN ]

action that is one of the most cherished preroge-
tives of the Bathan tribesman, be he never so
humble. ’rhls spirit finds its chief expression in
the manly begning, open countenance, and almost
indefinable dlgmty of this hardy race of hillmen,
Whose life is one long struggle for the barest
ex1stence. on ¢he outskirts of a “promised land”
\of unsurpassed richness, and 1s one of the qualities
that most inevitably endears him to the English-
man who has spent his hife among them, and has,
in consequence, acquired an almost native love for
the wild and forblddlng hlgl;la»nd glens and their
Jawless denzens. o, o\,

The Bathan has been dubbed cruel, treacherous,
miserly, and, nefatt, ev ery epithet of an oppro-
brious natyre has been showered on hls devoted
head gt one tume or another by men *who were
¢ither fncapdble of seeing things from the Pathan
peint of tiew, and of paking allowances for his
shortcomings, or who were so hidebound by the
humanity®mongering sentimentahty which passes
to-day for the hall-m#rk of a liberal mind that
théy'é.huddelmgly tisnpssed the Pathan from their
thoughts (presumably with pious ejaculations) as
an unreclaimablg Savage. And yet the same man,
in al gprobability, would reserve a corner in his
heart for Cesar Borgia, Louis XI., ore King John,
and even find an excuse for the atrocities of  Jack
the Ripper ” under the plea of crime passionnel.
Here it may be as well to point out that the vast
majority of murders committed on the North-

2



8 PESHAWAR AND THE KHAIBAR PASS

West Frontier, for which the unlucky perpetrator
would in all probability receive a semtence of death
from the horrified Pharisee, are aftuated by
jeslousy ; that the vast majority @€ raids into
British territory are committed out of sheer
hunger and desperation; and that nearly every'
attack” on British officers or civili'ns has betn
carefully planned by bigoted and fanatical priests,
who hold out to their ignorant and only too willing
tools the prospect of paradise and salvation as the
reward for the killing of a hated “unbeliever.”
As to his miserlincss, it is the miserliness of him
from whom has beeo taken cven that which he
had; and though the Pathan is undeubtedly
acquisitive, yet he lacks the cinning fo turn this
trait to good account, and the moneylenders &f
Peshawar and Kabul, who grow fat on the duller
wits of the Semitic Afghan and Pathap, Are thy
Hindu “ bannias,” who are tolerated intthe mid¥t
of the Mahommedan community on account of
their business capacity, but who are, however,
compelled to wear a distinctive headgear on
account of their religion, conslsting‘eit‘.her o a
red or yellow puggaree or a small skullcap.
These are the colours of the Hindu religion, and
for this reason the Mahommedan don: with
the greatest reluctance the scarlet livery of the
Sirkar.

But if the Pathan is unable to turn to advantage
his miserly propensities, he knows full well how
to dip his hook into the flesh-pots of the wealthy



RAID ON PESHAWAR CITY T

Hindu bannias of Peshawar.  Raids on Pesh-
-awar City itself in the old days were by no means
an uncompaon event, the last recorded being that
which occurged early in 1908, when a band of from
sixty to elgl.lty Zakka Khel Afridis looted the
Hindu quarter, always the first point to be made
for, killing tyvo policemen, wounding a score of
men, and carrying off booty to the value of at
least one lakh of rupees. It was this raid that
heralded the despatch of an expedition against the
Zskka Khel into the Bazar Valley. Since then
the probability of successfully carrying out a raid
on Peshawar has bgenematelially reduced by the
careful patrolling*of the Pesfatar border, and the
immediate fotifipation to all fortified posts, from
Michni to Bara Fort, of the presence of any band
of maraudihg tribes-people that may® justly be
ispefted of being on the war-path. The oppor-
E;‘,lmity of wregking the Hindu quarter does,
however, ©ccwr at certain intervals, when the
coincidenge «of a Hindu and a Mahommedan
festwal causes racial feeling, and a riot ensues.
Su.c}; a *sceme tdok place in March, 1910, when
the Hindt festival of réjoicing (the “ Holli ”) fell on
the same day as the Mahommedan feast of mourn~
ing {“Parawafat »), when the mourners went about
the streets, only to be pelted with bricks from the
upper windows. The demise of one Mahommedan,
who had been hit by one of the missiles, was the
signal for a general rush to the Hindu quarter,
which was incontinently stfipped bare, the carpet-
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dealers losing practically the whole of their store
of carpets, which had just arrived, from Penjdeh.
At such a time Peshawar is full of Musalmans
from every part of Central Asm——Paﬂ}ans, Ghilzais,
Hazaras, Bokharans, Turcomans, Kabuhs, a.nd
Heratis—and presents a curiously cosmopohtan
aspect, so that it is truly said that \yhen you heve
crossed the Indus you are no longer in india, but
in Central Asia.

Situated as it is at the very mouth of the
Khaibar Pass, and forming as it does the connect-
ing hnk between Central Asia and Hindustan, it is
natural that Peshawhr shgald ,constitute the chief
entrepot for Centtal Asian traJe, and therefore the
political centre for frontier intrigpe. ‘Dera Ismail
KRan, in the south of the province, fills tht; same
position with regard to Waziristan ahd Southern
Afghanistan, since it constitutes the point ox' whigh
the pass-roads through the Suleiman I{ange cox-
verge. In a minor degrée Kohat fulfik, the same
office for the Kurram and Tochi Valleys. But
it is in Peshawar itself tha¢ the trained hand | may
keep its finger on the pulse of trans-bordér fech-_'l ;
and in its bazaars that the first throb of ufirest gives
vague presage of trouble. <

The city of Peshawar lies in a semJ{‘ircular
valley surrounded on all sides by mourttains, Tow at
first to the eastward, where the Kabul River and its
muddy tributaries make their way to the Indus,
but rising gradually as they sweep round to the
north and to the sduth, until at length they
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culminate due west in the massive peak of Lakka,
the highest point in the Tartarra or Khaibar Range,
which stands sentinel over the most historic pass in
the history of the world. From the Gorkatri, the
palgce of the ‘Governor of the old Sikh province,
situated in the centre of the town, a magnificent
view can be gbtained towards sunset of the en-
circling pinorama, and ore a clear day to the north-
West may be descried the mountains of Bajaur, and
in winter, perhaps, a glimpse of the snows on
the summit of the far-away Lowari Pass, which
for four solid months divides thp little garrison of
Chitral from the oytside world. Tt was in this
palace that the terdble 8ikh® Governor, General
Awtablle aff Ttaljaneby birth, known to his subjects
and to posterity ag Abu Tabela, seated on a sumgp-
tuous divan,®and attired in a flowing ghrment of
ryl sifk, dispensed a summary and somewhat
pmrmtne Justicg to the turbulent populace of
*Peshawar. » It evas his bbast that he kept Pesha-
war in order-by the simple expedient cf hanging
every, week four of tha most prominent citizens.
qRouqd tife foot of this palace, and extending some
wily to th& southward, lfe the intricate and tortuous
alleys, the mud howels of the poor, the brick houses
of the yell-to-do, the bazaars of the coppersmiths
and silversntiths, the leather-workers, Jthe carpet-
sellers, the silk-merchants. the tea-merchants,
and a2 hos§ of others, and in this labyrinth of
filth and evil odours dwell 100,000 mysterious
Orientals, here to-day and®gone to-morrow, the
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places of those who leave for the passes always
being filled by the constant streagn of those that
arrive. To stand at the western gate of the city
and to watch the long files of camels as they
dawdle past on their way to the * kafila-serai,” gur-
gling and bellowing under their loads, is & libersl,
education in itself. Here a confusegl mass of leng-
haired, two-humped Battrnan camels, Supporting
enormous bales of carpets, block the way, and
behind them comes a long string of the one-humped
Arabian vaiiety, with a contribution of old rags and
malodorous asafogtida, to the general discomfiture
of a mixed flock of#; dunfba,’ or fat-tailed Afghan
sheep, long-eared goats, and siall brotyn cattle.
These are goaded on by lanky ywuth8 armed with
stout stlcks, and ancient whitg puggarees, wound
round theéir heads. Presently will come a buffalo
moving stohdly forward under at ledst Py ton\of
sugar-cane, while an Afghan, with pomted “culf,”

henna-dyed beard, a drab-colourdd Pbshtin coat’
embroidered with yellow silk, baggy ‘white trousers
caught in at the ankle, &nd cutly-toed Peshauri
shoon, all complete, jogs by o a nfouse-colowrcd
trotting donkey. All ths vision of the feeming lite
of the frontier town is seen thrdugh a dense veil of
dust, from out of which issues: the TRUCHYS, voice
of invisiblg Jehus, biddipg the unwary « Batchka !
garhiwallah 1"  “ Batchka ! Apridiah!” (O Afridi),
each in turn being apostrophized wijh unerring
accuracy, according to the calling or the tribe to
which his appearance indicates that he belongs ;



JAMRUD 11

while in the neighbouring caravanserai the long-
suffering camel stuibsides like a collapsing suspension
bridge, to the muttered exhortation of the camel-
man, “Ush! §Jsh! be imana!” (Kneel! kneel ! O
dishonourable one !)
«* The Khaibar Pass itself is, of course, one of the
prirfeipal places of pilgrimage for the traveller in
India, attracting him from down-country wander-
ings with an almost hypnotic influence. I, too, was
no stranger jo these feelings, as in response to an
invitation from Major Bickford, Commandant of
the Khaibar Rifles, I hired a Jbaesar «tum-tum”
(two-wheeled cart) arxd droye ot through the long
avenue ofs Peshawar Cantonment to spend a couple
of days at f.andr Kotal. Passing the lines of
thé Munsters and &he 51st Sikhs, and the Guarll
House surrounded with barbed-wire entanglements
s pret:aqﬁon against rifle-stealers, we debouch
.up!m the broad military road that leads straight as
an arrow to‘the ®old Sikh fort of Jamrud. Parallel
to us and ®n our left runs the single line of the
Peshawar—Jamrud JRailway, along which daily the
g Afnc‘ﬁ ” clatks gnd groans. Presently we
re'a.ch Kacha Garhs, rallway station and fortified
post, where the KaBul River Railway branches off
northwagls to its unknown terminus among the
Mullagori Hifls. Here I pick up my hest, and we
drive on to tiffin at Jamrud. On the way he
points out ¢o me the different landmarks in the
surrounding country. To the north and north.
west among those hills is the country of the Moh-
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mands ; to the west-south-west, behind & high ndge,
the Bazar Valley; to the south 1i& Tirah and the
Bara Valley, and a little farther to the eastward the
low neck of the Kohat Pass. Amg¢ng those low
foothills on our left dwell two septs of the Kuki
Khel Afridi, at deadly feud with one another.
Their fortified villages may just be descried in afold
of the hills. This feud is carried on by meang
of artillery. Each village has an old muzzle-
loading cannon, but between them tkey can only
muster thirteen or fourteen cannon-balls, the re-
mainder being ptegunably embedded in the mud
walls of the strqng‘nlds. These cannon-balls arg
solemnly fired backwards and fmwa.l‘ds owhenever
the feud breaks out. The * ganfe,” of course, is to
make a « corner ” in cannon-balls, whep tersas may
be dlctated for the time being by the syceessful
collector. But, like blackmall, the pewér Wh\h-
the possession of the cannon-bails gives is odly,
efficacious as long as they remain ﬁnexpeuded.
This never lasts for long, as the childish folk
cannot long resist the idteme,plf_asurc; ofe firing
the cannon. From timg to'time we pass '6,111 -
looking scoundrels, who eye us with fierce and
lowering brow, or perhaps theirefaces light up in
answer to the cheery Pushtu salutation, “€fay you
never be dired!” to which the invariable reply
is, “ May you never be poor!” The fact remains
that the Afridi is poor—abjectly poor, though he is
never tired. .

The entrance to the Khaibar lies some two and
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‘a halfmiles beyond Jamrud, and the change from the
perfectly flat plagn to the rocky, mountainous defile
is very abrfipt. Up and up leads the road in ser-
pentine convglutlons, doubling, twisting, writhing,
untjl the Charg:u Kotal is reached, with the Chargai
llPos.l: perched on the top of an unscalable rock like
a pinnacle of the temple. Here a gradual descent
begins, anll a little farther on the road up to the
Chura Pass into the Bazar Valley is passed. It
was close here that Sir Havelock Allan lost his life,
shot by Afridis. And now the gorge begins to
narrow, and the road sweeps doyn to Ali Masjid,
situated at the nan‘owtst a;ld most forbidding
Portion qf the past. The ancicnt Sikh fortress,
surmounted ®by $he British fort, towers above,
completely domingting the defile. Formerly the
road lay aloflg the bed of the streamlet} and one
Lot wél nhagmc the difficulties of its passage
d'u;mg the, first eAfghan War, and the awful rep-
"Utation witich it then gained.  But since 1851
it runs alomg the northern scarp, though even now
one cgn hardly repress a shudder at its dark and
so.bl;e aspectt, so pnegnant with disaster.
oBetweer? Ali Masjid and the first Zakka Khel
village that annoyrmces the end of the pass, we had
the misfprtune to pass one of the longest kafilas
that Y saw, either herg in subseqpent visits
to the Khaibar, or in the Kurram, or crossing
the bed of the Indus at Dera Ismail Khan. There
‘must have been fully 800 camels, peacefully
plodding along on their way to Kabul, with what
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unknown merchandise for the Amir I could
not imagine, unless it were cases¢f *808 ammuni-
tion, and shell-fuses and such like “contraband,
carefully concealed among the bale% of cotton and
cloth, and in the square packing-cases. Howgver,
we managed eventually to overhaul the head of the,
caravan, with only a trifling damgge, caused by
a camel shying across tlie road with twé enormous
wooden packing-cases, with which he splintered our
left mudguard. And now a few scatfered fortified
villages appear, belonging to Z akka Khel and
Loargai Shinwar{ tr:besmen, and the valley widens
out as Landi Kota} js reéc]md twenty—seven mﬂes
from Peshawar. * N
A short distance from Landi h&tal is a hill,

which, from the commandmg, view that can-e<be
obtained‘from its summit of the * p‘n;mlsed land,”
Afghanistan, has been dubbed * I’lsgah . Thlb\vc‘,
ascended late in the 'iﬂ:ernoon, ard g..ued out q-.ver
the confusion of mountain-tops b thte Jellalabad’
Plain, where the last rays of the settirg sun were
sparkling on the far-away water of the Kabul
River, somewhere in the nelghbourh’nod of le:’-!n.
Fort—at least, so it seemed to me, although my
eyes may have deceived me. * Northward, in the
faint distance, lay the massive range of thg Hindu
Kush, and in between the cone-likke peaks of
Kafiristan. To the south-west, through a vista in
the hills above Landi Khana, a single white peak
of the Sofed Koh gleamed like alabaster against the
granite coldness of the nearer range—perhaps the
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of Sikaram above Parachinar in Kurram, tull’
15,000 feet high.
- Up here Yt was quite chilly, the month being
December, and we returned to the warm fire in the
mesg-room of the Khaibar Rifles in the fort, after
prying a visit to the men’s quarters and watching
therm prepare gheir evening meal of chupatties,
curried dil, and rice. Chupatties are merely
uhleavened pancakes made of flour, water, and ghee
(clarified butter), baked oun an iron girdle. Dal
is a kind of lentil. We also entered the hospital
in the fort, in which at the time there were no
sepoys. There were, howlv er, g few sick tribesmen
ffom the girrounditig hl]am.s. suﬂ{:rmg from bron-
chitis, catarac%, and other diseases, and a Laghman
Afghan, “110 had gsustained a severe wound u?
some trans-border affray. He was being nursed by
Wown «fatfler, who had brought him in. The
:,mgst way o the sheart of an Afghan or a Pathan
1S the ability tc® heal him, and this certainly ac-
counts for she personal immunity with which the
famoug, daktal b&hll} ” of Bannu, the Rev. Mr.
Pumell can faove nbout in independent tribal
temtory, ah “unbeliever ” in a Muslim country,
and for the respget in which he is held by the
usually g fanatical mullas.

On the following day, in company with Major
Bickford and Captain Galbraith, 55th Coke’s
Rifles, P.F&¥., I walked down to the Afghan
frontier at Torkham, past the enormous mud-
walled kafila-serai just outside Landi Kotal, and
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past the block-house at Michni Kandao, which was
attacked by an Afghan ¢lashbar” during the
Mohmand rising of.1908. Beyond’this is the
first Afghan post of Paindi Kakh. _T'he boundary
here has never been properly delimited, and, the
Afghans in consequence lay claim to the watef-
supply at Landi:Khana, between dor Kham *and
Michni Kandao, with the object of ga.in’mg control
over the stream which rises here and drains into the
Kabul River below Dakka Fort. The question of
water-supply is always a very important one in a
country where yragtxcall} every crop depends on
irrigation. ¢

The mhabltant:. o{‘ the villages roupd Landi
Kotal live chiefly by camnvyiog firewood into
Peshawar, and this also is the principal ocqupation
of the poorer cave-dwelling Afridis, whose caves
we had passed on our way up the Khafbar- TOW
it is a mystery where the wood «omes from, qs I
never saw a tree of any kind, br efen a shrub
capable of producing firewood, except the sorry
serub that occasionally crops up in barren gnd un-
expected places. As a second strifig to his o,
when firewood fails, the resourceful *Afridi cin
always support life by raiding. * 4

To the north of Landi Kotal lies Ibe‘ little-
known tegritory of the Shilmanis anid Mullagoris,
dwelling on the right bank of the Kabul River.
These two tribes inhabit the natural cul-de-sac
formed by the great northerly bend that the
Kabul River takes below Dakka Fort. Through
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this country runs the Mullagori Road and the
almost legendaryKabul River Railway, as alterna-
tive strategt routes from Peshewar. From the
walls of Landi Kotal one may; see the road
stretghing away to the north-east as far as the
kendao which forms the southern barrier of the
Kara Shilman Yalley. What lies beyond is veiled
in mystery. Torkamr—the point to which the
Kabul River Railway was sgnctioned by Parlia-
ment—is a rpere geographichl expression as far
as the outside world is concerned. The difficulty
of railway construction in the pasrow gorge of the
Kabul River may be apptehenged from the heated
discussiong that took place over the selection of the
route. We Bnowsthat the railway never reached
Torkamyr, althoughe the ¢“flying Afridi” runs af
far as Warsa?l;,* the last station in the I’eshawar

L]
o *

L]

, %he reasons for the construction of the Kabul
‘River Railway dre to be found in the inadequacy
of the Khaibar roads for the rapid despatch of
a largg army into _Afghanibtan, and for provision-
ingwit svhen there. Supposing we ever had occasion
to*send an &rmy into Afghanistan, this one avenue
is easily interrupted? flanked as it is on both sides
by preguwfably hosbile Afridi tribes. In any case
this road would never be sufficient for supplying a
body of, say, from 60,000 to 100,000 men, and so it
was thoughtadvisable to have alternative routes. In

* Thie Warsak must not be confused with the Warsak in the
Loe Shilman Valley.

8
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pursuance of this line of policy the Mullagori Road
was constructed, and the Loe Shilman or Kabul
River Railway sanctioned as far as Torkamr. In
a later chapter we shall see what trquble arose out
of its construction. Beyond Torkamr a discugsion
arose a5 to the best route to be followed to the
Afghan frontier. Lord Kitchengr, then Com-
mander-in-Chief, advocited a direct route west-
ward up the Loe Shilman Valley, thence through 4
tunnel to the west of Warsak to the village of
Smatsai, below Dakka Fort. But, f:rincipally on
account of the expepse that the construction of this
tunnel would have entculed, it was eventually
decided to follow the &ourse of the Kabul River
upstream along the big northerly berid past Palosi,
r route which presented fewer engineering diffi-
culties. ' Ultimately further construdtion was post-
poned. It is to be hoped that this decﬂlon‘
dictated by consideration of real }_uohcy, and not y
the wave of economy twhich fro.n time to time'
seems to sweep over the India Office, lke a plague
of locusts, blighting every, progressive or expedient
measure it may happen to encounter ,
Though by no means so frequented by former in-
vaders of India as the hhalbar:]’ass, this route was
undoubtedly known to the .mc).ents and yould, in-
deed, be a more rational route to follow than the
narrow and tortuous Khaibar, inhabited by the
warlike Aparyte (Afridi), as Herodotus calls them.
Though a portion of Alexander’s troops made the
passage of the Khaibar, the majority are supposed
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to have gone by the more northerly route. The
old camel-road &f the Buddhist pilgrims exists
also, which®was, and, I believe, still is, used on
occasion by ofhe Amir's “dak-runners” as -an
alteynative to the Khaibar.
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CHAPTER 11
THE ZAKKA KHEL AND'MOHMAND EXPEDITIONS

“"Tis War, red War, I'll give you then,
War till my sinews fail ;
For a wrong you have done to a Chief of Men,
And a Thaef of the Zakka Kheyl.”
KirLine - Lament of the Border
Cattle Thef.

SincE the final quelling of the revoft of 1897 m
Firah, the Afridi border had remained comparatively
peaceful,”but for the spasmodic raidiig of “various
bands of outlaws, until in 1904 it again Wegafsto
respond to the secret machinations of the fanatleal
Anglophobe party n Kabul. Inecthat year largé
numbers of Afridis visited the Afghan ;metropolis,
being well received by the Amir, and sent away
swith presents of money, after ‘having purchascd
considerable quantities of arms and atamunititn,
Friendly relations with Kabul were still further
cemented with the assistance of one JKhawwas
Khan, an ex-malik of the Zakka Khekand a Yormer
citizen of Peshawar, through whose instrumentality
the Afridi clans were enabled more and more to
count on the support of a powerful faction among
the counsellors of the Amir. In fact, to such a
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degree did this man gain an ascendancy over the
mind of the Amif that the latter was wholly unable,
when the tlme came, to prevent the insurrection
which the Afp.tlihs were emboldened to make, rely-
ing on the support which his actions had given
good cause for anticipating. Through Khawwas
Khan and his gnyrmidons 1t was that the Afridis
and the Mohmands, and éven the Shinwarls, were
gradually worked up to the belief that the time
had come when the English should be driven back
over the Indus by a general uprising of the inde-
pendent tribes, in which Afghap lashkars would
play no inconspicuous pa%t.. All through the year
P904 raidg were frequent, and the Afridi allowances
were stopped for a ume. But though this had a
salutary effect on jthe majonty of the clans, the
Zakka Khel*®ontinued to be the ringlead@rs in the
raicIng, ‘and *when the allowances were once more
re‘npwed, the Zakka Khel were excluded from the
‘Aumber. The defiant and uncompromising attitude
of the Zakka Khel was no doubt due to the con-
stant assurances of Khawwas Khan that they had
nothipg td fear, asewell as to the fact that the
Zakka Kheél are the poofest and most « jungly ” of
all the Afridi clams, and have come least into
contact vath British rule. Situated as they are at
the farthest point of Tirah from British territory,
and the nearest to Afghanistan, they would be
more susceptible to Afghan influences, and less
likely to appreciate the probgble consequences of
their temerity. Their territory would also afford
4



28 ZAKKA KHELIAND MOHMMAND EXPEDITIONS

to the outlaws the surest sanctuary, and having
already forfeited their allowa.nceg) they would as
soon be hung for a sheep as for a lJamb. Among
the chief of the outlaws may be meptioned Dadai,
Usman, and Multan, all of whom were notorjous
for the number of their crimes and the daring witk
which they were carried out. Therse three went
coustantly to Kabul, where they listenedreagerly to
the rash and malignant scheming of Khawwa$
Khan, returning to Tirah only to confirm the
Zskka Khel more surely in their folly. The
Shinwari mullas rvepe also untiring in their efforts
to bring about a ¢risis mn Tirash and among the
Mohmands, who were also at this time. showing
signs of disaffection on account cf the construction
of the Loe Shilman or Kabul River Railway, which
they regarded as a prelude to the takmg over of
their country. In this connection, Afam Gul"t](y
“ Sufi Sahib ” of Batikot, was the most indefatigalfle;
dividing his attention equally betWeeri Tirah and
the Mohmands. This gentleman, like®the “Gud
Mulla” (or Lame Mulla)rof Inzari, was a disciple
of the well-known Hadda Mulla, a* native of the
Jellalabad district, who in 1897, with a follow-
ing of Afghans, had raided Shankargarh on the
Mohmand border, and attacked the for&oi; Shab-
kadr. His anti-Britisk propagandda had begun
some years before, when in 1902 a new allowance
had been granted to the Musa Khel Baezai
Mohmands, which afforded him an excellent oppor-
tunity of denouncing the recipients as “kafirs,”
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with the result that the Musa Khel and other
Mohmand clansfHlid not come in to receive their
due.

Another ppnelpa:i cause for the suspicion and
mistrust with Which we were regarded at this time
by “the Mohmands was the proposed Mohmand
Boundary Copmission, which was intended to
do away®with the facility with which Afghan
Mohmands could raid into what, strictly speaking,
had been laid down as British territory by the
Durand Agreement. Major (now Sir George)
Roos-Keppel was deputed as the British Repre-
sentative, and it wae._arr&nged that he should meet
the Afglfan Commissioners at tife Nawa Kotal in
Mohmand ferritgry, on February 1, 1908, and
mark out the boupdary. as far as the crest of the
Sofaid Koh %t the Peiwar Kotal in the Burram, to
th” south of the Khaibar. But owing to the
o'b;tructnre meagures of the Amir, the Boundary
Commission never started. If 1t had, it is quite
possible that the British members of it would never
have returned. During the construction of the
Loe ,Sh]lﬁla.n‘Ralhgay the Tarakzai and Halimzai
Mohmands, as well a8 the Mullagoris on the
southern bank, whe had undertaken to protect the
line fro:a attack were repeatedly subjected to
annoyances from the Afghan Mohmands. The
Sarhang of Dakka especially showed 2 particular
desire to pick a quarrel at any price and on any
pretext, with the object of impeding the progress of
the ork. A dispute arose as to the ownership of
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logs and driftwood which the inhabitants of Smatsai,
a small village on the right bank of the Kabul
River a little below Dakka, had been ‘accustomed
to collect for fuel. The Sarhangr qattacked the
village, and, on a remonstrance from the Brifish
Government, claimed Smatsai as lying in Afghar
territory. Whatever the justice of (this claim, and
it appears that the words of the Durand Agree-
ment admit of a considerable elasticity of interpre-
tation, we, at any rate, were perfectly justified in
not recognizing the claim, secing that it was through
the obstructionist, attitude of the Amir that the
boundary had remalned Undemarcated. Thus in
1905 for the second tlme the question of ‘demarcar
tion was raised, only to come again to the same
irfructuous end. Meanwhile attacks on the, Kabul
River Railway, under the instigation of Sahib Haq,
Akhundzada, son of the Mulla Khalil, gccurred as
before, and numerous raids were cammitted by su(,h
notorious outlaws as Mahazil, Khoda Khel Baezai,
and Hakim Khan,* on the unprotected -villages of
the Mohmand border. The reinforcement of the
frontier posts at this point led, however, o a
temporary cessation of these annoyances. ©
During 1907 the Zakka Khel, in spite of the
genume efforts of the maliks.of the Nemaining
Afridi clang to restrain them, adopted a yet more
* The notorous outlaw Hakim Khan, with a following of
twenty-nine, was taken near the willage of Char Sadda on

Februsry 28, 1911. Hakrm and twenty of his sccomplices
were killed, and the rest were captured and suffered death by

hanging.
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defiant attitude ards the British Government,
and an Afridi jifra met at Lendi Kotal in that
year to deliberate on what steps should be taken
to abate the myisance. During this meeting and
whilg the Afridi maliks were urging on the
(overnment tlre advisability of occupying the
Bazar Valley, aeZakka Khel jirga made its appear-
ance, profesmg itself wlemg to come to terms.
Not content with offering an unconditional sur-
render, the Zgkka Khel mn their turn made such
preposterous and absurd demands, conditions, and
stipulations, that the msmcentg ofetheir professions
was made only too appa.rt;nt ang they were imme-
dlately dismisged.

Al this time theepregress of the unrest was being
watched with _]ealqpb care m Kabul, and secret®
agents continued to send m ther quota of informa-
tion %o the |éaders of the Anglophobe party. It is
']::rdbable that at this time the Amir began to reahze
the nature of th® whirlwind that was about to be
reaped from the insignificant wind that had been
sown hy the presence of Khawwas Khan in Kabul.*
Early in 1907 the Suf Sahib, accompanied by Abdul
Karim. a Shinwan of Deh Sarak, was preaching a
“jehad ” in Tirah, while Lala Pir, a secret agent
from Kall, was engaged in stirring up the tribes
in Khost and "W aziristan, and holding cgmmunica-
tion with the Mulla Powindah and the Hamzullah

* The Pioneer had repeatedly urged on the Government of
India the advisability of obtamning fhe dismissal of Khawwas
Khan from Kabul,
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Mulla, with the intent to incife the Wazirs and
Mahsuds to revolt. Unsuccessfil in Waziristan,
he turned his attention to Khost, where, on the
outbreak of hostilities, he raised g Jashkar, which
was to have co-operated with a Ghilzai laghkar
from the Ghazni district in an. attack on the
Kurram Valley. Among the Mohipands and Ning-
raharis the “ Hazrat Sghib” of Chaharbagh, Fidai
Masun Jan, succeeded, with the help of the Sifi
Sahib and the Gud Mulla, in raising a lashkar,
principally composed of Afghan Mohmands and
Shinwaris. N

The Afridi maﬁks htving proved themselves
utterly incapable of ekercising any inflpence ovér
the Zakka Khel, the Goverement, Mter clutching
eat every straw that seemed to hold out a possibility
of a settlement, suddenly sanctioned’ in expedition,
as the result of a determined raid on nghswa.r‘()‘ity
undertaken by Multan and other outlaws on,{he
night of January 28, 1908. Tifis mid occurre
in spite of the fact that the whole of the Jamrud,
Bara, and Kohat Pass reads were being patrolled
at the time. 'Three constablas were wounded, two
of whom died, and the raiding-party dscaped over
the city wall before any reinforcements could be
brought up.

As soon as the intelligence was received by the
Zakka Khels that punitive operations had been
sanctioned against them, they began moving their
families and flocks gnd herds through the passes
into Ningrahar, whither also the outlaws Multan,
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Dadai, and Usmatﬁglso repaired, returning, however,
to take part in fighting. The Chief Commis-
sioner of the North-West Frontier Provinee,
Colonel Deaney gummoned the Afridi maliks to a
jirgaein Peshawar, where he made it plain to them
tHat the object of the expedition was merely to
punith the Zakle Khel, and that no annexation of
territory was in any way contemplated. This very
timely declaration of our intentions had the very
beneficial effec of securing to us the co-operation of
the Afridi maliks throughout the campaign, n
spite of the untiring eﬂ“orta of NJulta Saiyid Akbar,
Aka Khel, one of the-mngleade;s | 1897, to raise
them. They ere, in fact, nduced to maintain a
blockade of the passes from the Bazar Valley into
Tirah, se that the passes into Afghanistan were the®
only avenues of supply for the leaguered Zakka
Khel It was proposed to take up two brigades
iptt Bazar, and tor hold one brigade in readiness at
Nowshera. *Major-General Sir James Willcocks
was given full mibtary and political control of the
expediyion, and Lieutenant-Colonel Roos-Keppel
acted as Pohtlca] Offfcer.  The value to the Zakka
Khel of one, at least, of the passes mnto Ningrahar
was largely discoupted by the rapidity with which
this latger®fficer led a flying column into Bazar by
way of the Bazar Pass, which opens gut of the
Khaibar a little short of Ali Maspd. By sending
part of his baggage animals back from Ali Masjid
to Jamrud, the Zakka Khel ware led to believe that
no entry was intended by way of the Bazar"Pais;
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consequently the column was epabled to make the
Ppassage unopposed, and thus get tween the Zakka
Khel and their bolt-holes into Afghamstan at the
same time gaining possession of the wllage of China,
commanding these exits. The second brigade
entered the valley by the Chura Pass through
Malikdin Khel country, and advanced to Walai,
while the first brigade occupied Churs.

Mountain warfare, as carried on on the North-
West Frontier, does not lend 1tself to impassioned
descriptions of bloody fields of bLattle, of cavalry
charges and heroic actions done in the limelight
before the astounded gaze .of two armies. The
Afridi does not rush down into’the pen, to certain
death, but retires gracefully befere a stronger force

«sent agamst him, skulking alopg the sky-line, and
ready to take advantage of the smallest mlstake on
the part of his opponents, or to cut off any sstraggler
He has been described as the finest natural skir-
misher in the world. It is when the retirement of
the British troops begins that he is at his best, and
then it is that those deeds of heroisin are compmitted
by our British and Indian trosps alfie, when there
is none to mark how those battery mules were got
safely across that open nulla-beq, swept as it was,
by a hail of bullets, or how So-and-so heM op to an
almost isolated position, at the risk of being cut off,
for three minutes more than was necessary, in order
to enable a wounded comrade or two to get a good
start down the hill. ; At night, too, worn out and
dog-tired by the constant hill-climbing, the soldier
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must eook and eat his food in the dark, as no lights
are allowed, for fdar of attracting the fire of the
snipers. Thén he must dig himself into a narrow
trench in the ggqund, and hope for sleep, while from
the hjlls around an incessant firing is kept up till
daylight. Those who by repeated experience of
this kind of warfare may be considered competent
judges decldre that nothing is more nerve-racking
or* more demoralizing to troops than to have to
undergo night after might this constant sniping,
coupled with the apprehension of a night attack at
any moment. The first indicatign ¢f a night attack
is like the rustling ofy th wind through autumn
lefves, as the chaplis” of the sllent-footed foe
slither over the raeky ground ; then follows the
confused, half-audiblg ymgle of accoutrements, steel
upon steel, and jangling neck ornaments, %and the
final ‘rush ard the blood-curdling pandemonium
thas,is let loose assthe wave of savagery breaks on
the bristling peritneter of the camp. Occasionally
one of those little incidents occurs which serve to
relieve the tension and raise a smile all round, even
though, it be but a false alarm in the middle of the
night, causéd by an indonsiderate sepoy falling.
asleep with his shqulder against the firng-button
of a machise-gun. .
At the beginning of the operations the Amir had
»issued a declaration to his subjects forbidding them
to join in the hostilities, but in spite of this and of
his presence so close to the gcene as Jellalabad,
large numbers of Sangu Khel Shinwaris, Afghan
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Mohmands and Ningraharis o g:hevery description,
entered the Bazar Valley by the Tsatsobi Pass,
where they openly sold ammunition to the rebels,
aided them in fighting, and prowed particularly
obnoxious by militating in every possible manner
against the resumption of peaceful relations with
the Zakka Khel. With fanatienl zeal they ex-
horted them not to conclude peace with us at suy
price, with the consequence that negotiations weére
conducted with the greatest difficulty, and our
occupation of the valley was much longer than it
need have been. At their instigation, too, the
Zakka Khel sent messages to the Mohmands
urging them to rise, and the Hazrap Sahib and the
Sufi Sahib did everything ¢hsat could be done to
bring about a combined m;;urrectmn - But at
length the Zakka Khel, having exhausted ammuni-
tion, supplies, and means alike, and,_hsvlng seen
their fortified villages disappear skywards in a efoud
of dust, were brought to their *knees, and terms
were at length agreed to through the mediation
of the Afridi jirga. "Phese latter undegtook to
punish the outlaws, to guarantec’ each a «section
of the Zakka Khel, and to deposit so many rifles
until the Political Officer sheyld consider that the
Zakka Khel had sufficiently expiated“thgir folly.
The outlaw Dadai-died of the wounds he had
sustained, cursing Khawwas Khan and his own
folly in bringing desolation on his clan.

The difficulties at¢ending the satisfactory termina-
tion of the Zakka Khel rising were enhanced by
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the necessity of keeping a watchful eye simul-
taneously on other parts of the frontier. Hardly a
month elapsed before 1t again became necessary to
send a punitivg force into independent territory—
this {ime agamst the Mohmands. All through
February and the first fortmght mn April, raiding
had been increasing on the Abazai border, and the
Shinwari lashkar that had collected m Ningrahar
at%he close of the Zakka Khel Expedition crossed
the Kabul River at Lalpura and went off to throw
m their lot with the Mohmands. The constant
influx from the Afghan side led, toeremforcements
being early sent to the forts’of ‘ Mighn and Shankar-
gath  Afgr telegraphic communications had been
twice mterrup'oed willages raided, and posts fired
on, it wag at length gecded to mobilize a second
expedition under the command of General Will-
cocks. Brigadier-General Andeison, Major-General
Ba.rrctt and Ma_}m -General Ramsay, had command
of ‘Brigades, the Third Brigade being held 1n reserve.
On April 24 two columns attacked the enemy’s
p'osition.west of Shankargarh, and the enemy were
driven pack with heavy loss. This defeat greatly
dlscsuraged the mullas, who were trying to raise
Dir and Swat. Agethe same time every effort
made to, gefn the ca-operation of the Zakka Khel
and the Loargdai Shmwans, proved unspccessful,
end many mullas retired in consequence into
Afghanistan. The Mohmands’ supplies were now
running short, and many combatants availed them-
selves of the dead or wounded among their relations
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to accompany them back into Ningrahar, whence
they were careful not to return. The Hazrat Sahib,
however, doggedly remained in Mohmand country,
though with a greatly reduced follpaving, graduslly
retiring into the more remote valleys of, that
district. In Tirah the maliks had been successfuil
in counteracting the efforts of Mukiah Saiyid Akbar
to raise the Afridis, in %plte of the latter’s invitation
to the Sufi Sahib to join him in the Lower Bira
Valley, whilst in the Bazar Valley what Zakka
Khels yet remained-—the majority having gone up
into Maidan fon the summer—intimated that they
would oppose the Sufi’s lashkar, if necessary, with
force. The Mohmand trouble appeired to ‘e
dying a natural death, and thee Government of India
had already intimated to General Willcecks that
no advance should be made mto Mohmand country
if it could possibly be avoided, when a diversion of
a dangerous nature suddenly arose in the Khalbar,
On April 29 the Mian Sahib of Y'sappar arrived at
Peshbolak in Ningrahar with a Khugiani lashkar
some 6,000 strong. A junction with the force
already assembled under the Sufi Sahib and other
mullas brought the total of the combmed lashkars
up to nearly 20,000.

This formidable gathering, avhich wis composed
entirely qf Afghans, moved up to Landi Khana, part
of it, under the Sufi Sahib, entering Bazar. The
fortified post of Michni Kandao, just below Landi
Kotal, was attacked on the nights of May 2 and 8,
and General Willcocks moved up to Landi Kotal
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with reinforcemerkts, with which on the following
day he drove the Sufi’s lashkar across the Afghan
boundary. *

As a resulf, of this sudden and unexpected
revegse to the Afghan supporters of the Mohmands,
the Hazrat Sakibs following suffered a further
decrease in nurgbers, and the voice of the Amir,
which had"been raised in half-audible protestations
t8 which nobody paid any attention, now thundered
forth in an authomtative recall of all subjects of
His Majesty from independent territory. But by
this time no such command was peeded to msure
the rapid exodus of 4 fghans trom the Mohmand
borders, though, nos -doubt, the Antr congratulated
himself on his (semewhat tardy) loyalty to his
treaty epgagements with the English.

Up till this time only two of the Mohmand
clans-—-namg‘y, the Halimzai and the Pandiali
Mehmands—had ventured to come in. The
remainder had Been deterred from following this
example, probably by the fear that the Govern-
ment gontemplated an annexation of Mohmand
territary.*" THese two clans undertook to mduce
the.remainﬂlg sections to come 1, and May 9 was
fixed as the date Qyewhich their submission should
take place.” With the exception of the Musa Khel
section of tht Baezai, thg Baezai and, Khwaezai

* The Halimzai and Farakzai Mohmands, as well as the Shal
manis and Mullagoris who live on the southern bank of the
Kabul River, remammed loyal to the Gevernment throughout the
campaign.
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are considered as Afghan subjeets. The remain-
ing Mohmand clans consisted of the Utmanzai,
Dawezai, Isa Khel, Burhan Khel, and the Musa
Khel Baezai. Nothing having occprred by May 9,
the First and Second Brigades advanced into Moh-
mand territory. On May 15 thae column arrived
at the Kharappa and Nahuki Passes, in the Gundab
Valley, without opposition. The enemy were,
however, found in considerable force in the Khapik
Pass, having been joined by Baezai and Khwaezai
Afghan Mohmands. The efforts of the First Brigade
were directed rgainst the Kandahari Sufis, while
the Second Brigade ascended the valley of the Bohai
Dag towards Kargha and Mulla Killai,,in Utman
Khel territory. By May 27 all the clans, with the
exception of the Musa Khel Baczai, had fendered
their submission, and, the latter’ having been
punished on the following day, the troops began
to evacuate Mohmand territory, which was effer ted
by June 1.



CHAPTER ITI
THE POLICY OF THE AMIR

For close on half a century the nightmare of a
Russian invasion of India through the passes of
the Hindu Kush, or by way of Hegat and the Para-
pomisus, has held the mind of the British public,
cloggmmg gur foreign po}i(;y ﬁ.nd'for'cing the hand of
our diploma(,%r. In spite of the fact that since
1873 British statespnen have from time to time
attempted to®reassure the nation on this *point, in
no field of politics have alarmists and scaremongers
obtgined such a ready hearing as i this one of the
"Russian advancesm Central Asia.

It is not necessary at this distance of time, and
in view of our present relations with Russia, to
rake yp old stores,,too highly coloured for the
most part Wwith the hues of national animus, but
it may not be urelevant to the subject to recall
a few .of the less, hasty views of those British
statesmen who, in the hmidst of the almost
universal panic, still kept their heads.

In 1878 the Tsar had already intimated to the
British Government, through JPrince Gortchakoff,
that he considered Afghanistan as lying altogether

35
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outside the Russian sphere of ipfluence, an assur-
ance which Lord Granville saw no reason for not
accepting. But in 1868 the capture of Samarkand
had caused such an ebullition of feling in England
that Lord Clarendon felt constrained to inform
Baron Brunnow that ¢althoughe Her Majesty®s
Government feel neither suspicion nor alarrh at
these movements, yet something must be done
to allay the uneasiness of the British and Indish
public.” A scheme was then discussed for the
establishment of a neutral zone in Central Asia,
resembling somearh;xt the present so-called neutral
zone m Persia: a,scheme whch was dfterwarﬁs
abandoned when the object for whigh it=had been
broached—namely, the pacifieatron of the English
pubhic—had been for the time keng attained.®

When in 1878, after the Treaty of ‘San Stefano,
we sent Indian troops to the Megittrranean,
Skobeleff’s plan, in the event of war breaking dut
between England and Russia, and provided he
could gain the support of Shere Ali, was to make
an mvasion of India through the passes of the
Hindu Kush. But it may be reasonably doubted
that he would ever have contemplated such a
step had he not fully beheved that the whole
of India was ready, at the me-e appro:tuch,of the
Russians, to break out into a blaze of insurrection
resembling the Mutiny of 1857,

It is a noticeable fact that, with one exception,

* Wheeler's  Life of ‘Abdurrahman,” practically the only
really impariial review of the Russian question,
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friction between JRussia and England in Central
Asia had a]ways been preceded by strained rela-
tions between the two countries in Europe. This
one exceptioneyas the “Penjdeh Incident” of 1885,
when Gladstone’s Parhament voted £11,000,000
for war preparations. The incident might easily
havé n avomled had we shown a little more
firmness at the outset, and it is not at all clear
that the Russians were prepared to back their
views by resogting to extreme measures. Sir West
Ridgeway, who succeeded Sir Peter Lumsden in
command of the Boundary Qonemission, was of
opinion that the Rusdanﬁ coulg not possibly have
risked a war jn view of the disturbed condition of
the Mahommedans population under Russian rule
at that fime.”

To look for a moment at the Russian side of
the questiop, a fact too often overlooked by the
Jamisan historians of this period is that from
1868-1873 we, too, had caused the Russians con-
siderable anxiety by our attempts, culminating in
the Forsyth Mission, to establish commercial
relations with Yakoub Beg of Kashgar. We had,
in fact, ourSelves been setting the example in what
we afterwards compiained so much of in Russia.

Butto return to the question of the Russian
invasion, Sir Donald Wallace, in «his book
“Russia,” sums up the whole question in one
pithy sentence :

* Wheeler's “Lafe of Abdurrahman,” practically the only
really impartial review of the Russian question.

6
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“What /4ad been seriously entgrtained, not only
in the official world, but by the (Russign) Govern-
ment itself, is the idea, strongly advocated by
General Skobeleff, that Russia sheuld as quickly
as possible get within striking distance of «our
Indian possessions, so that she may always be able
to bring strong diplomatic pressure to bear on'the
British Government, and, in the event of a con-
flict, immobilize a large part of the British army.”

This places the whole matter in 3 much more
reasonable and probable light, and is a strong
argument againet the notion that Russia ever
harboured designs per se for the invasion of Indla

Lastly, Lord Hardinge of Pen,a,hurst at a
banquet given for him on the eve of his departure
for India by the county of Kent, said in reference
to this quest;on “] have grave doubts as to
whether such projects were ever serjously con-
templated in those days by the Russians.”

The elimination of the Russian’question for the
present from the sphere of practical politics on the
North-West Frontier of India, if it cannot be said
to have simplified the problems with which we are
called upon to deal, at any rate must have the
effect of modifying our poliey. in many of its
hitherto most important aspects.

The situation now resolves itself ihto thgthree-
cornered problem of—

1. Our relations with the Amir.

2. QOur relations with the independent tribes.

8. 'Tribal relations with the Amir.
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For the first t&me since the Vienna Congress of
1815, England is found acting in harmony with
Russia, and the immediate consequence of this is
that Afghanigtan finds herself completely isolated.
Hitherto the Amir's chief weapon has been his
power to hold the balance between the two
countries, and ;o play off England against Russia.
He can now no longer count on the moral support
of Russia in any situation where the interests of
Great Britain and Afghanistan clash. We are,
of course, sfill bound by our defensive treaty of
alliance in the event of a forglgn invasion of
Afghanistan ; and Rusa, within the last two
$ears or so, has renewed Her Sssifrances to us that
she considets Afghanistan as lying altogether
outside the spher¢ i which she may be called
upon to acf At the <ame time, as lohg as the
Amir observes the treaty negotiated in Kabul
if, 1905 by Sir Lows Dane, in which Habibullah
undertook to be bound by the engagements that
his father made with the Government of India,
we are also bound to fulfil our side of the bargain,
and to respeet the independence of Afghanistan
as a kingdom. By orte of the Articles of the
Durand Agreemeut of 1893 the Amir undertook
not to exercise uny interference 1n the independent
territories om our side of the Durand lme but so
ofien” have risings among the border tribes been
directly traceable to Afghan machinations as to lay
Habibullah open to the chargg of having violated, by
commission or omission, this clause of his agreement.
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What conceivable circumstances can be urged
in defence of the following, or n what way can
Habibullah seek to justify them? The reception
of tribal jirgas in Kabul, either by, the Amir or
by Nasrullah, and their dismissal with giftg of
money and arms; the presence of the proscribed
ex-malik, Khawwas Khan, in Kabyl, who attained
such nfluence in the Amir's councils as ultimately
to bring about a rising in the Bazar Valley; the
open sale of rifles and ammunition to the Zakka
Khel during the ensuing expedition, in direct
defiance of the émlrs orders, and in spite of his
presence not twenty miles pway, at Jellalabad ;
finally, that a nes. of outlaws should be permitted
to exist in Khost, upon our vqry,,borr{ers. and that
no measures should be taken to put a stop to their
depredatibns, until the capture of a native officer
of a frontier militia rendered unpleasant cemplica-
tions with the Governinent of India an immedigte
possibility.

Whether personally guilty or not guilty, it is
with Habibullah, as ruler of Afghamstan, that re-
sponsibility must ultimately rest. That such things
should be possible calls for measures that shall
arrest, once and for all, this gradual stultification
of the Durand Agreement. The time has, in fact,
come when we should mtimate ic him in no
equivocal manner that relations of any political
nature, either directly or indirectly, cannot longer
be tolerated in independent territory. For, in the
absence of the fanatical emussaries of the Kabul
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Anglophobe party, the maliks have shown them-
selves, on the whole, capable of looking after the
tribes under their charge, and inclined to discourage
close relations yjth Afghanistan.

Thg exact attitude of the Amir towards us is a
subject on which considerable difference of opinion
exists. Whilst §ull of prqtestations of good-will
towards us, he is sometimes so backward in giving
practical effect to them as to furnish legitimaﬁc
cause for doubtmg his sincerity. No doubt he is
saddled with a difficult task in properly fulfilling
his treaty obligations, and at the jame time pre-
serving his character amd‘ng the Afghans as an
urfeompromising upholder of” Afghfn integrity and
independence.  To,this and to the fact that his
brother, Nasrullah Khan, has ever evinced thc most
thoroughgomg antagonism to everything *British,
may be at'trlbuted his wanmng popularity. It may
even be doubtcd whether his popularnity at any time
since his visit to Blindustan would have been suffi-
cient to keep him upon the throne but for the
loyalty of his brother, who exercises by far the
greater, infliience of the two, and who would prob-
ably be recéfved with the'greatest acclamation by
the people did he chowse to proclaim himself. How-
ever, at his accession he at least had the foresight to
win over the Mﬂf:ry by the simple expedient of
#mercfSing its pay, an operation which he has re-
peated at intervals since, although compelled to
disband the inferior portion ofehis troops in order
to defray the increasing cost of upkeep. But since
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Nasrullah is Commander-in-Chief, it seems im-
probable that Habibullah could count on the un-
divided loyalty, except against an external foe, of
any but the Kabul garrison. -

Habibullah has been described as too easy.going
to attempt any curtailment of Nasrullah’s influence,
relying, no doubt, on the Government of India to
se¢ him through any family crisis; and though
Nasrullah has a great affection for his brother, he is
said to have been much displeased at the nomina-
tion of Inayatullah, the Amr’s SON, 2S SUCCESSOT
to the throne. It is also rumoured that Nasrullah
is physically a]‘rdld of the,Amir, and that when
circumstances ‘of . stifffe iently peremptory natfire
have decided the latter on, a,definite course, the
remonstrances of the Commangder-in-Chief are swept
away a$ chaff before the storm. .

As Commander-in-Chiet of the army, and at the
same time spiritual head of the commu:ﬁty and ghief
prop of the State, Nasrullah s to all outward appear'-
ances a dictator. Like the wairior-bishop of the
Middle Ages, he is keenly ahve to the advantages of
combining the spiritual witly the temporal _power,
and it is to the acquisftion of supreme spiritual
power that all Ins stealthy, energies have been
directed. Well he knows that in a country like
Afghanistan, where the fanatica:*.eal and warhke
propensities of the popu]atmn are shrewdly Tncd
to account by the mullas, whose only principles
are subordinated ta motives of political expediency
and to the preservation of their own influence, the
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acquisition of suchipower is the passport to ultimate
supremacy. JIn this he has been aided by circum-
stances. According to Musalman law anyone
who, having prsyed after the “chief imam” or
preacker in the mosque, afterwards acts contrary
to his commandsy is counted an infidel, and ceases
to belong to the companysof the faithful. Most
Afghans at one time or another have prayed after
Nasrullah in his capacity of chief imam in the large
open-air Masjig-i-pul-i-Pukhtu in Kabul, a mosque
capable of accommodating several thousand people.
Among these are sure to havegbedn many tribes-
peeple from our side !he:bqrde;, and hence it is
not too muchgto say that it 15 only necessary for
Nasrullah to despatch a body of mullas to preach
a holy war ag%iniat the British to cause in response
a movement of unrest along the whole length of
the frontiér. ,

. The first instinet of an Oriental monarch on
ascending the thréne 1s to get rid of all superfluous
members of his fammly who may be suspected of
any leanings towards the purple. 'Lhis is effected
by bamishment® or by harsher methods. At his
death in 1823 Timur Shah lett twenty-three sons,
all of whom, during the disputed succession which
followed, graduallv, disappeared, until only Shah
Shujah and B5t Mahommied were left. Forty
Years later, on the death of the Dost, there was
another disputed succession, many of the actors in
which are still living in exile fin either Russia or
British India. On his accession Habibullah was
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spared the inconvenience of asserting his right to
the throne, owing to the thoroughness with which
his father, the lamented Abdurrahman, had pre-
viously cleared the country of all pecsible claimants.
Yakoub Khan and Ayoub Khan, the sons of &here
Ali, who fled from Afghanistan in 1879, are now at
Lahore, and, though both are ofer sixty years of
age, probably still have some adherents among
the Afghan Mohmands, their mother having been
a lady of that tribe, a sister of Sg'adat Khan of
Lalpura. A still more ancient link with the past
swvives in the person of Ishak Khan, now over
seventy years of age, if, indeed, he still lives, and an
exile in Samarkand, Habibullah’s hirthplace. In
fact, with the exception of his brother Nasrullah
and of his half-brother, Moharamed Umar, a grand-
son of Shere Ali, a quarrelsome and irascible youth
from all acecounts, there has been no ope who could
show any pretence to the throne. For some years
Bibi Halima, the mother of Mohammed Umar, was
the cause of considerable friction at Kabul, but
since Mohammed Umar (who never participated in
the ambitious schemes his n. other entertaimed for
his future) slew the Amir's Master of Horse in a
fit of passion, and on another occasion wounded
Nasrullah in a quarrel, he has been allowed to go
his own avay, which does not differ in_essentials
from that of other ne’er-do-weels. He is no longer
to be reckoned with as a possible claimant at
Inayatullah’s accession. One other there is who, if
any credence may be given to the tales of Kabuli



STATE OF AFGHANISTAN 45

merchants in Peshagvar, is causing Habibullah a suc-
cession of magwars quarts d heure. The Shahgassi
Mulki, Sirdar Yahya Khan, the brother of the first
Queen, who wes driven from Afghanistan by
Abdugrahman, has now been back in Afghanistan
for about four ygars. Saving Nasrullah’s priestly
following, he comsnands tha sympathy, so ’tis said,
of all the tmbes to the south and east of Kabul
The Ghilzais, moreover, are known to have pro-
cured many nfles during the recent gun-running,
and, inspired by the knowledge that they are well
armed, have been showing signs of restlessness;
whilst only the other daf the Amir despatched
the' Hazrat Salyb Charbagh (one of the disciples of
the well-known ITadda Mulla) to pacify the Sangu
Khel, a Shinwan clanem the viemty of Jellalabad,
which had become intractable.

So long® ag, Nastullah retams his position at the
heads of the mullas he has nothing to fear. As a
Durani, he evidently piefers to pull together with
Habibullah than to risk the loss to s famly of
the legacy of subject tnbes— Hararas, Kafirs,
Ghilzais, Usbegd, and Turcomans—that Abdur-
rahman beqfieathed to the present Amir as the
independent kingdogn of Afghamstan, a kingdom
that requires a firm hand if the umuly elements of
which 1t 15_gomggdied are to hg held together.
“¥txed by internal movements and hampered by
the Anglophobe party in s dealings with us, the
position of the Amur is certainly not an enviable
one, nor is the administration of the country all
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that can be desired. What ggvernment there is
in Afghanistan is conducted in the most haphazard
fashion—at least, in the outlying districts, which for
the most part are farmed out g governors or
“hakims.” 'The collection of the revenue is
usually deferred to some two years after the expiry
of their terms of office, when the. hakims receive a
summons to Kabul, and the major portion of their
property is unceremoniously confiscated to supply
the deficits in the exchequer. Corruption is rife.
Under these circumstances it is not to be wondered
at that the affaivs of remote districts do not always
come to the notice of the «central Government as
promptly as might bé desired, in spite of the fact
that in 1906 telephonic communication was estab-
lished between Kabul and thg prmclpal provincial
(,aplta,ls. In many instances the firt intimation of
disorderly conduct on the part of hi subjects
reaches the Amir through the Government of India.

In this way Habibullah has ‘made out a very
plausible case for himself, and the sympathetic
British lion has been witlin an ace of kieing caught
napping. To all outward gppearances, the Amir
1s merely an Oriental monarch, bouhd to Great
Britain by certain treaty obligations, which he is
honestly trying to fulfil, even at the risk of the
allegiancg of his subjgcts. He‘“humﬁugith regret
(from the Government of India) that raids Trbe
British territory are being made from his side the
Durand line. Ht replies that he has not yet
been nformed of the matter by his own officials,
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but that he will dq all in his pgwer to put an end
to the raiding. He receives jirgas in Kabul, and,
true to his engagements, he counsels them against
any unfriendly gstitude towards the British. They
are then handed over to the chief imam. . . . He
forbids the sale pf rifles and ammunition to the
independent tribes, but nots the smallest attention
is paid to this injunction He pays a friendly
visit to the Viceroy in India, where we are careful
to inform him that we only wish to consolidate his
position in his own kingdom, and to see Afghanis-
tan able to defend herself. Hejacaepts our assur-
ances of frendship, and t}Lc how‘tmrs presented to
him} by Lord Cygrzon, some of which, etaphorically,
he mounts pointingetowards Russia, some towards
India. He spends ghe “allowance” granted to
him on the del;'en(,es of the Khurd Kabul Pass, and
as soon a8 we propose building, as an earnest of
our defenslve treaty of allance, a railway that shall
facilitate the thrdwing of troops mnto Afghanistan
in the event of a foreign invasion, he bares his
teeth. Even while Sir Lows Dane was yet in
Kabul, it was kiftown én India that the Mission of
1905 was a cbmplete fiasco. 'The proposals we had
to make, accordingto the Twmes of January 26,
1905—the linking up of Peshawar and Jellalabad
by rail ang _tciegraph, the training of, Afghan
troups by British officers, the purchase of war
material from England alone—Habibullah refused
to discuss, substituting in thei? place Nasrullah’s
pet scheme, advocated as far back as 1897,



